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The Woolwich Community Health Centre 
wants everyone to stay strong.

Look after your mental as well as physical health during lockdown.

1 Union St., Elmira  519-669-2201  www.schelters.ca Office & School Supplies • Print Copy Courier • Computer IT Supplies

CLOROX DISINFECTANT WIPES We’re Open For Curbside Pick Up or 
FREE delivery in our immediate market 

We’re Open For Curbside Pick Up or 
FREE delivery in our immediate market 

Limit 3 per customer. While Supplies last.

35 Sheet Tub 
CL0 1603 Lemon Scent
CL0 16027 Fresh Scent

$299
Each

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

COVID-19 CASES HAVE 
DECLINED IN the region for 
the first time since the province 
declared a state of emergency, 
but transmission of the virus is 
still widespread throughout the 
area. 

“We are starting to see new 
cases slow and move in the right 
direction. But our situation 
remains serious,” medical officer 
of health Dr. Hsui-Li Wang said 
January 22 during the region’s 
weekly briefing.

The number of active cases 
continues to fall, with 686 at 
midweek. That’s down from 867 
a week earlier, a number itself 
down from more than 1,000 
earlier in the month when the 
region was seeing a post-holiday 
spike develop.  

Lagging indicators such as 
deaths, hospitalizations and 
ICU admissions are still in line 
with what was expected. Since 
the start of the pandemic, 192 
individuals in the region have 
lost their fight with the virus. At 
midweek there were 47 people 
hospitalized with COVID-19.

The number of active 
outbreaks remains high at 39 
locations in the region, 17 of 
which are in long-term care and 
retirement homes, including 

Region sees drop in 
cases; rates still above 
early stages of pandemic
Conestoga Meat Packers one of 11 workplaces on 
watch list, with 161 cases reported

→ CORONAVIRUS 4
Caelen Fitzgerald (5) of Elmira built this patriotic snowman with her dad to help 
cheer on Team Canada at the World Junior Championship. Submitted

AREA STUDENTS WILL HAVE 
TO stick with online learning until 
at least February 10, the Waterloo 
Region District School Board 
announced last week.

The decision was based on 
current directions from the Minis-
try of Education and the advice 
of public health experts with the 
intention of slowing the spread of 
COVID-19. Any further extension 
to the period of remote learning 
will be determined by the Ministry 
of Education and will be commu-
nicated closer to the planned 
return to in-person learning,” the 
board posted on its website.

The decision came just days 
after Ontario Education Minis-
ter Stephen Lecce announced a 
return to in-school learning for 
seven of the 35 Public Health 
Units in the province, bringing 
100,000 students back to class. 
The regions slated to return first 
on January 25 were Grey Bruce 
Health Unit, Haliburton, Kawar-
tha Pine Ridge District Health 
Unit, Hastings and Prince Edward 
Counties Health Unit, Kingston, 
Frontenac and Lennox & Adding-
ton Health Unit, Leeds Grenville, 
and Lanark District Health Unit, 
Peterborough Public Health Unit, 
and Renfrew County and District 
Health Unit. Students in Northern 
Ontario were permitted to return 
to their classrooms as of January 

→ SCHOOL 4

Return to in-
class learning 
pushed back 
until at least 
February 11

Chartwell Elmira, where 42 resi-
dents and 19 staff members have 
tested positive.  

Eleven workplace locations 
are on the list, including Cones-
toga Meat Packers, where 161 
cases were reported.

Regional Chair Karen Redman 
returned to host last week’s 
COVID-19 regional update 
following her self-isolation after 
testing positive for COVID-19.

“As you’re probably aware, I 
have been isolating and recov-
ering after testing positive for 
COVID-19. My husband and I 
had a very personal reaction 
wondering if we had inadver-
tently put anybody else’s health 
in jeopardy. Happily for us we 
did not,” said Redman, who 
provided an update on enforce-
ment efforts.

“We are starting to see some 
of our trends improve, but there 
is still much to be done. We 
are not on the other side of the 
second wave yet – our contin-
ued improvement depends on 
the actions of everyone in our 
community,” she said.

“The measures are not easy, 
and I appreciate this is a period 
of significant strain and chal-
lenge for many, but Waterloo 
Region is a caring and resilient 
community, and I encourage 
us to support one another, stay 

2021
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Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Stop the 
Spread
COVID-19 
can be deadly.
Stay home. 
Stay strong.
Save lives.

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

OLDER SCHOOL BUSES 
WOULD BE retrofitted 
with a new flashing light 
system to boost safety 
under  a private member’s 
bill from Kitchener-Cones-
toga MPP Mike Harris.

He argues a dual 
(amber-red) system is 
better, warns drivers that 
a school bus is slowing to 
a stop, helping them avoid 
illegally passing the bus, 
and making kids safer as 
they cross. When buses are 
getting ready to stop for 
kids boarding or depart-
ing, the lights would turn 
amber – just like a traffic 
light – to signal drivers 
that they should begin 
slowing down. Once the 
bus stops, the lights then 
turn red as a clear indica-
tion to drivers that they 
should stop moving.

The majority of buses in 
the province today use a 
flashing red system with a 
stop sign arm that extends, 
with Ontario the only juris-
diction on the continent 
still using that system. 
While most newer buses 
are already equipped with 
the dual lamp system, 
older buses dating back to 

Harris’ private member’s bill seeks to boost 
school bus safety features

2005 do not.
Harris said his bill would 

see the province catch 
up with the rest of the 
country.

His private member’s 
bill grew from a petition 
started by a group called 
Let’s Remember Adam, 
dedicated to school bus 
safety in memory of Adam 
Ranger, a young boy who 
lost his life getting off a 
school bus in 2000. 

“It was brought to me 
via those folks, and it was 
my pleasure, of course, to 
read it into the legislature. 
Once I started doing a little 
bit more digging on it, I 
figured out what it was all 
about,” said Harris, who 
noted he has five children 
of his own. “My one son, 
when school is in session 
and we’re having classes in 
person, he takes the school 

bus every day. So, this for 
me obviously is something 
near and dear to my heart 
and I wanted to see it done. 
I’m taking the bull by the 
horns and we’re going to 
get this across the finish 
line.” 

Now an advocate to get 
the dual-lamp system 
put onto buses across the 
province, Harris says he 
is unsure why it has taken 
the province so long to put 
this forward and make it 
happen.

“It’s something that’s 
been talked about for 
decades, and I’m not sure 
really what the real hold 
up on doing something 
like this was. Usually, 
Ontario is on the forefront 
of what’s happening, espe-
cially when we talk about 
safety.”

Harris estimated the 
cost of retrofitting existing 
buses at about $2 million.

A study by Transport 
Canada shows that across 
all road conditions – high 
traffic, multiple lanes, 
weather, and the like – 
there was a consistent 
11 per cent reduction in 
speed with dual lamps 
compared to the all-red 
system. When there were 

MPP Mike Harris. Submitted

→NEW BILL 6
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three Looking to reconstruct George, High and 
Charles streets in Elmira, Woolwich council 
this week awarded a contract to carry out 
the engineering work for the project. GM 
BluePlan was the winning bidder, and will be 
paid $118,000 to carry out the work, which 
may also include the township acquiring 
additional land to accommodate the rede-
signed streetscapes.

Call it a sign of the times: fed up with roadside 
clutter, Woolwich council this week enacted 
a policy to reduce the number of tempo-
rary signs lining township streets. The move 
also restricts the number of directional signs, 
specifically along Elmira’s Industrial Drive. 
From the Jan. 29, 2005 edition of The Observer

$118K for design work From the archives

building centre

JL’s Duke St

Shop homehardware.ca5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 • Text JL’s 226.979.1850 and choose JL’s as your home Store.

SAVE
36%

While Supplies last. No rainchecks. No online orders. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Was $6.99

447
295 mL. 2030-581

PL Premium® 
Construction 

Adhesive

Region approves 0.5% tax hike, lower impact on townships
Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

THE AVERAGE HOME-
OWNER WILL SEE a 0.51 
per cent increase on the 
regional portion of their 
property tax bills, which 
accounts for more than 
half of the total, under the 
2021 budget approved last 
week by council.

Mark Schwarz and Inge Rinne are already at work bringing The Habitats to life at a six-acre site in Elmira. Sean Heeger

That would add about $3 
per $100,000 of assessed 
value to the bill, though 
the numbers will be lower 
in the townships where 
there are fewer services 
than in the cities. A reduc-
tion in the library budget 
– the Region of Waterloo 
Library serves only the 
four townships – and 
higher assessment growth 

are also factors in lowering 
the rates.

In Woolwich, where 
the township uses an 
average assessed value of 
$409,400, the impact will 
be $1.56/$100,000, while 
in Wellesley that figure is 
$0.98. The township uses 
an average of $398,143. By 
comparison, the rate in the 
cities is $3.40.

The overall increase 
is based on 1.6 per cent 
increase for police 
services, with no increase 
for all other regional 
services.

The region plans to 
spend $842 million, of 
which $581 million will 
come from taxes levied 
directly on residents. 
Of the levy figure, $185 

million is for the Water-
loo Regional Police, a 
$5-million increase from 
the 2020 budget.

The 2021 budget 
includes some $20 million 
over two years for afford-
able housing, $15 million 
over two years to support 
of Indigenous, Black, 
racialized and other 
marginalized communi- →REGIONAL TAXES 4

ties and $3 million over 
the next 18-24 months in 
temporary supports for 
businesses impacted by 
the pandemic.

Wellesley Mayor and 
regional Coun. Joe Nowak 
said he was happy with 
this year’s budget, adding 
residents should be as well 
seeing as it is the lowest 

Trees for Woolwich to create a living legacy
Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

WHEN TREES FOR 
WOOLWICH BEGAN the 
mission was simple: plant 
a tree for every person 
in the township. Almost 
10 years later they have 
surpassed their original 
goal planting more than 
34,000 trees. The group 
has also become the gold 

standard in the area for 
tree planting as they host 
multiple events each year. 

Now, Trees for Woolwich 
has opted to take on a new 
goal as they look to the 
future of conservation for 
generations to come, part 
of a bid to expand the tree 
coverage to 30 per cent of 
Woolwich’s area.

The group’s newest 
community project, 

dubbed The Habitats, 
is set to turn a six-acre 
field into a showcase for 
different habitats and 
tree species native to the 
region. Made up of 1,200 
trees and 36 different 
species – some of which 
are almost extinct – the 
area will be comprised of 
five different habitats that 
can be found within south-
ern Ontario.

Habitats included in the 
project are tall grass prai-
rie, oak savannah, maple 
beech forest, early succes-
sion forest and wetland. 
Also included will be an 
outdoor education site for 
young students to visit.

What inspired Mark 
Schwarz of Earthscape to 
push the project forward 
was restoring different 

→THE HABITATS 6

Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

IT TAKES A VILLAGE 
NOT only to raise a child, 
but to ensure everyone 
in the community gets 
fed. That’s especially true 
when a pandemic creates 
more need and makes 
collecting and distributing 
donations more difficult.

The circumstances saw 
numerous groups and 
individuals coordinate 
food-drive efforts over the 
holidays, collecting goods 
and funds for Woolwich 
Community Services, with 
the organization still busy 
ensuring nobody falls 
through the cracks.

Traditional food drives 
on hold in the run-up 
to Christmas, a group of 
local organizations came 
up with alternatives that 
raised some $36,000 for 
WCS. The effort involved 
the Kiwanis Club of 
Elmira, Floradale Friends 
of Dog Guides, Glenrose 
Masons, Elmira and St. 
Jacobs Lions , and the 
Elmira and St. Jacobs 
Optimist clubs. Local 

Scouts also took part, as 
did several churches in the 
area.  

John Kendall of the 
Elmira Kiwanis Club said 
the cooperative effort 
started back when the 
pandemic measures first 
came into effect back in 
March.

“We initially met with 
Woolwich Community 
Services about eight 
months ago, and, because 
of the pandemic, deter-
mined that a traditional 
food drive like Kiwanis 
has been running for 
20 years wasn’t going to 
work, not only from the 
collecting point of view, 
but the storing for WCS – it 
wasn’t going to be COVID 
friendly,” said Kendall. 

The seven groups went 
out manning booths this 
year rather than going 
door-to-door collecting 
non-perishable food 
items. Before a big event 
on November 20-21, 
participating groups put in 
their fair share of volun-
teer work.

“They were instru-

WCS, service clubs 
make changes to 
support pandemic 
relief efforts

→WCS 6
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ELMIRA LIFE AND WORK SKILLS

AN ALTERNATIVE SECONDARY SCHOOL PROGRAM
ELAWS INFORMATION REGISTRATION

An opportunity for parents and students to 
learn about a unique program.

Check us out at: elawseducation.com

• Students can earn a full grade 12 Ontario 
Secondary School Diploma. 

• Flexible structure combines classroom 
instruction, work and home study. 

• Technology emphasis with access to EDSS 
shops. 

• Applied level courses preparing students 
for college, apprenticeships or the 
workplace.

To learn more about the program, watch 
the ELAWS overview videos found here 
elawseducation.com/tour

FOR DETAILS CONTACT
Jeff Martin
519-669-5414 ext 5210
jeff_martin@wrdsb.ca

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across 
Canada. Because it’s something 
we can do today to help others 
wake up healthier tomorrow.

The Next Linwood Clinic:  
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, February 5th, 2021 
4 – 8 pm 

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Stratford  
500 Wright Blvd
519-271-2111 or 
1-877-699-0601

Listowel
515 Maitland Ave. S
519-291-3276 

Visit southwestvets.ca

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing. 
If you are feeling unwell or have 
come in contact with someone 

who has tested positive for 
COVID-19, please reschedule 

 ↆ L I N W O O D  B L O O D  D O N O R

11.
Originally scheduled to 

return January 25, a date 
later pushed back a week, 
the boards in Waterloo 
Region and Welling-
ton-Dufferin-Guelph have 
opted to stay online-only 
until at least February 10, 
a date that coincides with 
the province’s earlier date 
for students in the hotspot 
areas of the GTA, Hamilton 
and Windsor.

The Upper Grand District 
School Board posted their 
own update this morning: 
“At this time, we do not 
expect that schools will 
resume in-person learning 
until the end of the provin-
cial emergency orders on 

February 11, 2021, at the 
earliest.”

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, medical officer 
of health Dr. Nicola Mercer 
said officials are monitoring 
declines in the number of 
COVID-19 cases to deter-
mine when school can 
resume.

“Everyone wants schools 
open for in-person learning 
as soon as it’s safe,” she 
said in a release. “We are 
doing the difficult work 
of bringing COVID back 
down to levels where we can 
safely reopen schools, but 
we are simply not there yet. 
I urge everyone in Welling-
ton-Dufferin-Guelph to 
keep up the work of reduc-
ing the spread of the virus.”

Her counterpart in Water-
loo Region, Dr. Hsiu-Li 
Wang, offered similar 
cautions.

“Public Health is support-
ive of the extension of 
online learning for Water-
loo Region schools, and of 
the additional measures 
announced yesterday to 
further protect our schools 
and support the return to 
in-person learning. ... Our 
local situation remains 
serious and our under-
standing of the provincial 
announcement is that the 
Ministry of Education has 
determined that Water-
loo Region schools will 
continue on-learning for 
the time being,” she said in 
a statement.

SCHOOL: Return to classrooms remains on hold
→FROM 1

connected while apart. 
I also encourage us to 
look for opportunities to 
support our mental health 
by staying active. Many 
of our municipal partners 
are offering recreational 
programming that can 
be done at home or safely 
outside. And if you are 
struggling, local support 
is available for you. I am 
grateful to our community 
for our continued efforts. 
And we are starting to see 
how our every-day actions 
can make a difference. By 
working together, we can 

slow the spread of COVID-
19 in our community.”

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, there were 466 
active cases at midweek, 
up from 418 a week early. 
That catchment area’s 
cumulative total was 4,018, 
of which 3,483 (86.7 per 
cent) have been resolved. 
There have been a total 
of 69 fatalities since the 
pandemic began, increase 
of nine in the past week.

The province is still 
dealing with a spike as 
the total number jumped 
to 258,700, an increase of 
some 1,740 over the previ-

ous 24 hours and 16,000 in 
the past week.

There have been 5,909 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a 
mortality rate of 2.3 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
229,755 cases (88.8 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
59,551, a decrease of some 
14,000 in the past week. 
The cumulative total of 
confirmed cases now 
stands at 757,022, with 
19,403 related deaths, a 
mortality rate of 2.6 per 
cent.

CORONAVIRUS: Rates have slowed since post-holiday 
spike, but precautions still necessary, officials say

→FROM 1

increase in some two 
decades. 

Nowak noted the the 
budget is city-centric, 
focusing on issues that 
have come to light in the 
past year, such as the Black 
Lives Matter movement 
and Indigenous issues – 
“$15 million over two years 
to invest in support for the 
Indigenous, Black, racial-
ized and marginalized 
communities. I think that 
that speaks volumes to the 
fact that we have listened, 
that the region has 
listened, the council has 
listened to the concerns, 
and we’re doing what we 
can to address that.”  

He also pointed to the 
$20 million allocated to 
help shorten the waiting 
list for affordable housing 
in the region.

The region also 
approved a number of 
fee increases, including 
airport services increases 
for landing fees, lease 
rates, lost parking ticket 
fee, and introduction of 
hot air balloon landing fee 
and apron sweeping fee. 
In the waste management 
department, there will be 

increases to tipping fees, 
recyclable tipping fees, 
the special handling load 
rate, minimum rate and 
the introduction of the 
new asbestos handling 
fee. Additional fees are 
also planned in a host over 
other areas, from transit to 
planning and paramedic 
services.

Also on the fee side, the 
region is looking to add 24 
more photo radar cameras 
beyond the eight already 
earmarked for school 
zones, with installation by 
September. That met with 
approval from Woolwich 
Mayor and regional Coun. 
Sandy Shantz.

“I certainly support the 
motion. One of the biggest 
complaints we get is driv-
ing and speeding. My ques-
tion is about the empirical 
data that you’re going to 
use,” she said. “Also, I just 
want to put a plug in to 
make sure that it’s not just 
by population, because you 
certainly have [cases], in 
some school zones, where 
people are coming through 
at 80 kilometres an hour 
because it’s a settlement 
area.”

She noted that regional 

roads in the townships 
often have higher speed 
limits and, thus, fast-
er-moving traffic passing 
by schools.

“So, I just want to put 
a plug in to say, ‘please 
consider some of the 
dangers of those higher 
rates of speeds that come 
through our settlement 
areas as well.’”

In the townships, a 7.2 
per cent reduction in the 
Region of Waterloo Library 
budget, down to $2.8 
million, is reflected in the 
lower tax hit.

“Council has a thought-
ful, deliberate and 
purpose-built plan that 
aims to bring a better 
quality of life to all of our 
residents now and into 
the future,” said regional 
Chair Karen Redman in a 
release. “The approval of 
today’s budget is a major 
milestone investment in 
that plan and vision. “We 
recognize that our goal is 
to improve the lives of all 
of our 630,000 residents, 
and while there is a long 
road to travel, we must 
also recognize that today 
is a big step forward in the 
right direction.” 

REGIONAL TAXES: Cuts to library help lower impact on 
townships; council boosts funds for housing, BIPOC 

→FROM 3
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New Year’s
Resolution 

Promotion  

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

For wills & powers of attorney 
completed between Dec. 1/20. 
and Jan. 31/21.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 

 $25 OFFPER
PERSON

Cof fee Social Speaker Series on Zoom with 
DR. CATHERINE CARSTAIRS 
History Department, University of Guelph 

20th Century Pandemics 
Tuesday, February 2, 2021     10:30 a.m.

As we live through COVID-19, many of us are reflecting on 
what we can learn from past epidemics. �e 1918 – 19 flu 

epidemic had a much higher mortality rate than COVID-19 
and yet the spanish flu was largely forgotten. Similarly, prior 
to the emergence of ef fective anti-retroviral therapy in the 
mid – 1990’s, the AIDS epidemic led to the death of more 

than 10,000 Canadians, and it continues to kill nearly a million 
people globally every year. Join Dr. Carstairs to learn about 

how we respond to epidemics and how we remember them. 

Registration is required.
To register, email:   

contact@woolwichseniors.ca 
An email zoom invitation will be sent out to those who register. 

$4.29

CHICKEN LEGS   

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$4.99 /lbHAM KEILBOSSA

$2.29
/lb Reg.$2.69 /lbPLAIN OR SEASONED    

/lb

DELI SLICED

A Woolwich church 
continues to offer in-per-
son services, defying 
provincial regulations 
and a court order. Trinity 
Bible Chapel held two 
services last Sunday, with 
Waterloo Regional Police 
observing but making no 
move to shut them down.

In a media briefing 
Monday, Chief Bryan 
Larkin said police are 
taking a “strategic 
approach” to the situ-
ation, noting concerns 
about the safety of 
officers in breaking up a 
gathering of some 300 to 
600 people. 

The church and six of 
its elders have already 
been charged for previ-

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Trinity Bible Chapel defies court order, holds in-person services again
ous in-person gatherings 
in violation of lockdown 
orders. A day after the 
lockdown went into 
effect on December 
26, Waterloo Regional 
Police visited the church 
at 1373 Lobsinger Line 
and observed breaches 
of the province-wide 
shutdown restrictions, 
which limit congregations 
to 10 people indoors and 
10 people outdoors. On 
December 30, police 
charged six members of 
the church.

Since that time, prov-
ince-wide emergency 
measures have been put 
in place, but the church 
gathered large crowds 
for a third week, most 

recently on January 24.
The group made its 

intentions known in 
advance, posting infor-
mation online that the 
church intended to defy 
the law.

“People are lonely, 
afraid, despairing of life 
itself, and facing financial 
ruin, among many other 
deprivations and tribu-
lations. This is all during 
the darkest and coldest 
season of the year. If 
ever our fellow Ontar-
ians needed hope, it is 
now. Out of neighbourly 
love, I am personally 
openly inviting anyone 
and everyone to expe-
rience the hope of the 
Gospel and the warmth 

of Christian worship at 
Trinity Bible Chapel this 
Sunday during our two 
Lord’s Day services at 
9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.,” 
Jacob  Reaume, Trinity’s 
senior pastor, wrote on 
the church’s website.

He argued church 

JANUARY 19

10:16 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a collision involving a 
pickup truck and a tractor 
trailer in Wellesley Town-
ship. The pickup truck was 
travelling south on Powell 
Road when the driver lost 
control due to icy road 
conditions as the vehicle 
approached a curve in the 
road. The vehicle then 
struck a tractor trailer that 
was travelling north on 
Powell Road. There were 
no reported injuries, and 
no charges were laid due 
to poor road conditions. 

3:11 PM | Police were 
called to a single-vehi-
cle collision in the area of 
Ritter Road and Floradale 
Road in Woolwich Town-
ship. Due to poor road 

conditions, the driver lost 
control of the vehicle, 
sliding off of the roadway 
and striking a stop sign on 
Ritter Road. There were no 
reported injuries. There 
were no charges laid. 

JANUARY 21

9:30 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to Hutchison Road just 
north of William Hastings 
Line in Wellesley for a colli-
sion involving two vehi-
cles. A Dodge Ram flatbed 
truck was travelling north 
on Hutchison Road when 
it collided with a Toyota 
Rav that had pulled out 
from a private drive. The 
Toyota was occupied by 
an 88-year-old man who 
sustained serious injuries 
and was transported to an 
out of region hospital by air 

ambulance. The truck was 
occupied by a 38-year-old 
male driver and a child who 
were uninjured. Hutchison 
Road between William 
Hastings Line and Boomer 
Line remains closed while 
emergency crews and 
collision investigators are 
on scene. Anyone with 
information regarding this 
collision is asked to contact 
the Traffic Services Unit at 
519-570-9777 extension 
8856 or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477. High 
winds and blowing snow 
were contributing factors 
to the collision. The inves-
tigation remains ongoing 
and charges are pending.

4:01 PM | A single-vehi-
cle collision brought police 
to Lerch and Chilligo 
roads in Woolwich Town-
ship, where a work truck 

carrying gasoline struck a 
hydro pole. There were no 
reported physical injuries 
as a result of the collision. 
Barricades were set up to 
block roadways in the area 
as hydro crews work to fix 
the damaged pole and 
hydro lines. 

11:45 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police were noti-
fied of a single-vehicle 
collision at Nafziger Road 
and Carmel Koch Road 
in Wilmot Township. The 
vehicle was travelling 
north on Nafziger Road 
when the driver lost control 
as a result of drifting snow, 
sliding into the ditch on the 
left side of the road and 
coming to rest in the ditch 
after striking a road sign. 
The driver suffered minor 
injuries. As a result of the 
investigation, the driver 

services and other social 
needs superseded lock-
down measures deemed 
overkill.

“Ten months have 
passed since our provin-
cial government called us 
to shutdown our regular 
lives for fourteen days to 

flatten the curve. Since 
that time, officials and 
media have provided 
regular updates on case 
and death counts. As of 
today, 98.03% of Cana-
dians have not tested 
positive for COVID-19 and 
more than 99.9499% of 
Canadians have not died 
of COVID-19.”

The province has 
weighed in, with the 
Attorney General issues a 
court order to desist.

“I’m so disappointed 
that people would go 
there,” Premier Doug Ford 
said in a statement. “I 
understand how import-
ant places of worship are, 
but they have to lead by 
example.”

was charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

JANUARY 24

11:43 AM | A complainant 
reported a theft to police, 
advising that both license 
plates were removed 
from his vehicle, which 
had been parked near 
Water Street in St. Jacobs, 
sometime between 10 
a.m. and noon. When 
he returned, they were 
missing. The investiga-
tion remains ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

JANUARY 25

8:30 AM | Sometime 
between Jan. 22 at 4 

p.m. and Jan. 25 at 6:30 
a.m.,  unknown suspect(s) 
stole catalytic converters 
from two vehicles that 
were parked near Weber 
Street North in Woolwich 
Township.  The investi-
gation remains ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

9 :52 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to the area of 
Boomer Line and Hutchi-
son Road in Wellesley 
Township following a 
single-vehicle collision in 
which the driver swerved 
to avoid hitting an animal 
crossing the road.  A 
female passenger was 
transported to hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. 

Public opinion 
about church’s 
batt le with 
lockdown or-
ders found 
swift reaction 
on social me-
dia.
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CAFÉ HOURS: Wed.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

Fish or Saucey Garlic Chicken includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Lunches
Wed & Thurs 11am-4pm

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey & Dressing or Roast Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinners
Fri & Sat 3:30-7:30pm

pre-order

reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

January 27th - 30th

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

Indian “Butter” Chicken OR
Malaysian Shrimp & Pineapple Kebabs 

with Honey-Sriracha Butter
Comes with Basmati Rice and Hand Rolled Naan bread

Family of 4 — $50
Family of 2 — $36

Ready to Heat Menu 

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.ca

—  Available for Takeout Feb. 4, 5, 6 — BUYING 
100 year old 

brick farmhouses 
for wrecking and
 brick salvage. 

BART LUMLEY 519-383-2024

ecosystems, some of 
which are almost non-ex-
istent in Ontario. 

“Instead of just plant-
ing trees, we’re restoring 
specific ecosystem. That’s, 
I think, what’s key here, 
different from what we’ve 
done previously,” said 
Schwarz. “For instance, 
the oak savannah, it’s like 
a prairie with sporadic 
oaks, so it’s like a defined 
ecosystem. But it’s 
been eliminated almost 
completely from Ontario. 
So, that ecosystem is down 
to half a per cent of the 
coverage it used to have 
historically. What that 
means is that when we 
restore that type of ecosys-
tem we’re bringing back 
insects, amphibians, birds 
[species which have seen] 
their homeland has been 
almost eliminated. So, 
it’s not just the plants and 
trees – we’re bringing the 
whole community of life 

that would be associated 
with that specific type of 
ecosystem.”

Schwarz says it is 
expected to take three 
years to complete, with the 
hardest part of the work 
already completed last 
fall. 

The entire project is 
expected to cost about 
$70,000, with funds being 
raised by corporate and 
individual donations. 
Thus far, about $28,000 
has been raised, Trees for 
Woolwich chair Inga Rinne 
told Woolwich councillors 
Tuesday night.

Rinne says there are 
three goals to come out 
of this project, including 
simply creating a much-
needed green space.

“I think it’s a number 
of different goals that we 
have. One of them is plain 
and simple to provide 
another green outdoor 
recreation opportunity 
for people. I think COVID 

has brought home to us 
like never before how 
important it is for people 
to have access to green 
space. So that’s the one 
sort of simplest of goals. 
The second, obviously, is 

to align with the goal of 
increasing the tree cover 
in our community. And 
the third is to create an 
awareness in people of the 
diverse kinds of habitats 
that exist in our area and 

some of the creatures that 
are supported by those 
different habitats,” said 
Rinne. 

While the project has 
technically started, 
including last fall’s plant-

ing of prairie grasses, the 
official kickoff will be held 
this spring. 

Rinne said she hopes 
to make this a commu-
nity project where people 
young and old will come 
out to not only help with 
the planting of these 
species, but also help with 
the maintenance and 
upkeep. From watering 
to weed control and even 
trail maintenance, Rinne 
looks to see people from 
all walks of life bring their 
skills and love of nature 
out to help complete the 
project that will leave a 
lasting legacy in Elmira.

Over 40 years, The 
Habitats could divert 
some 1,170 tonnes of 
carbon, she said in a 
presentation to council, 
which voted to endorse its 
previous support for the 
30-per-cent coverage level 
for the tree canopy, which 
would almost double 
current levels.

THE HABITATS: Six-acre plot in Elmira to recreate multiple native habitats including outdoor classroom space
→FROM 3

A layout of the planting design proposed for the Elmira site of The Habitats. Submitted

mental in getting out 
door-hangers that 
promoted the event. And 
part of the promoting of 
the event was to remind 
people that we weren’t 
having a food drive – after 
doing it for so many years, 
people sort of automat-
ically on the second last 
Saturday of November put 
food on the front porch. 
And we didn’t want that to 
happen,” said Kendall of 
the changes this year. 

In addition to the in-per-
son donation option, there 
was also a QR code on the 
door hangers to encourage 
residents to donate online 

rather than flooding local 
booths in the wake of a 
pandemic. 

Kelly Christie, executive 
director at WCS, said she 
and her team were very 
impressed by the results 
of this year’s drive. The 
$36,000 helped in giving 
out 181 Christmas hampers, 
up from 165 in 2019. 

In an average year, 
the agency sees about 15 
new families take part in 
the Christmas Goodwill 
program.

“I think it’s a matter of 
the impact of COVID and 
the need out there. And 
hopefully, part of it is just 
making people more aware 

of the services that we 
provide through different 
advertising and [articles] 
in the paper,” she said 
of the increase over the 
holidays.

“Our programs have 
altered during COVID. ... 
As an essential service we 
do our food programs, so 
we have seen a decrease 
in the number of our 
monthly hampers going 
out. But that’s not neces-
sarily alarming at all 
because we offer more,” 
she said, noting that the 
new self-help food shelf 
and Fresh Food Fridays 
have become very popular.   

Kendall stresses that 

WCS: Pandemic mobilizes cooperation among community groups to still deliver on local food programs
→FROM 3

the donations were a 
combined effort that many 
organizations are keen to 
try again.

“I think the way it went 

with the clubs was really 
good. And I think certainly 
the feedback we got from 
the service clubs, they 
want to be involved again.” 

Currently, WCS is look-
ing for donations of canned 
fruit and personal hygiene 
products such as sham-
poos and deodorants.

two lanes of oncoming 
traffic, the amber-red 
system reduced the speed 
of oncoming vehicles by 
64 per cent compared to 
the all-red system which 
reduced speed by 48 per 
cent. 

Likewise, there were 
fewer stopping violations 
with the new system, 2.8 
per cent versus 4.3 per 

NEW BILL: Student safety on school buses a top priority for Harris; “blow-bys” a daily occurence across province
→FROM 2 cent with the old system.

If the bill passes, oper-
ators and manufacturers 
would likely have about 
a year and a half before 
the new system became 
mandatory. 

Nancy Daigneault, 
executive director of 
School Bus Ontario (SBO), 
welcomed the move.

“Safety is definitely 
our number-one priority, 

always has been, always 
will be. So, we’ll always 
embrace anything that will 
enhance safety, especially 
since other jurisdictions 
have moved toward this 
already. So, we think this 
is just very welcome, we’re 
pleased that he has advo-
cated for this, and we’re 
looking forward to seeing 
it introduced and passed,” 
said Daigneault. 

She says the majority of 
buses in the province will 
need this update in order 
to be in compliance.

Currently, so-called 
“blow-bys” – where a 
driver illegally passes a 
school bus with the stop 
sign out – take place across 
the province every day, 
she said, adding anything 
that can be done to reduce 
such occurrences is a good 

thing.
Drivers can be charged 

if they pass a stopped 
school bus with its upper 
red lights flashing and/or 
stop arm activated. Fines 
for the first offence range 
from $400 to $2,000, with 
six demerit points. Each 
following offence sees 
fines rise to $1,000-$4,000, 
six demerit points and 
possible jail time (up to six 

months). Vehicle owners 
can be charged if their 
vehicle illegally passes a 
stopped school bus, even if 
they weren’t driving.

As of September, the 
province had made it 
easier for municipalities 
to set up school bus stop 
arm cameras, streamlining 
the prosecution of camera 
offences to help ensure 
violators are penalized.

WCS’ Kelly Christie and Tina Reed give a thumps-up to community efforts. Damon MacLean
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78910

Local
Take Out

DISCOVER

Picture Life Without 
Restaurants.

Take Action — you can 
kickstart the recovery.
Take-Out   |   Delivery   |   Gift Cards
Restaurants do more than nourish the body and the 
soul. They also feed the economy — before 
COVID-19, foodservice was the fastest-growing 
industry in Canada, generating $93 billion in sales in 
219. Now, half of all local restaurants are at risk of 
closing within a year. Suport a local restaurant tonight 
because life without our favourite restaurants won't 
be the same.

SUPPORT 
A LOCAL 

RESTAURANT.
Bring dinner

home from these 
restaurants

tonight!

DISH & DRINK

$55 + TAX

ORDER BY NOON DAY OF MEAL

519-210-2102

PICK UP 
OR DELIVERY 

PAYMENTS 
BY EMT ONLY. 

CALL FOR 
DETAILS.

SERVES 4 PEOPLE

Meal and beer 
menus posted 
on Facebook 

and Instagram

We are open for take-out 
Wed., Thurs., 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Fri., Sat.,   8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Sun. 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Closed Monday and Tuesday

Call to place your order 519-669-8991

Full healthy meal, 
Salad and dessert 

$45

Wednesday 
Wicked 

Weekly menu 

Serves 
family of 4

Dinner in a Hurry available every day. 
Order by 3 pick up by 5.

Follow us!519-669-0374

ORDER ONLINE neverenoughthyme.ca

Curbside 
and delivery 

in Elmira

OPEN FOR 
TAKE OUT

Mon. – Wed., Sat, Sun – 4 – 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs. – Fri. 11a.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

32 Arthur St. S. Elmira 

CALL TO ORDER 

519-669-2820 
SEE OUR MENU ONLINE AT 

WWW.TIENLEE.COM

2 LARGE PIZZAS
3 TOPPINGS EACH 

PLUS 2 DIPS

ORDER ONLINE:
WWW.TWICETHEDEALPIZZA.COM

519-669-4777519-669-4777

$1899$1899

315 ARTHUR ST S., ELMIRA 

CONTACTLESS DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Call to place your order

WE ARE OPEN FOR TAKE OUT

519-656-2430

Mon - Wed 8am -2pm
Thurs & Fr i  8am - 7pm

Sat 8am -2pm
Closed Sunday

Monday to Friday
5 AM to 3 PM

7215 Line 86, Wallenstein

www.the86.ca
519.901.2105

519-669-5200
519-669-5244

Safely open
for take out

Mon - Sat 11am-8pm
Sun 4pm-8pm

Birdland Plaza 
112 Oriole Parkway
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get  
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

Opinion “We stand to witness the greatest 
rise in inequality since records began. 
The deep divide between the rich and 
poor is proving as deadly as the virus.” 
Diana Sarosi, director of policy and campaigns for Oxfam 
Canada, in response to a new report the 1,000 richest 
people on the planet recouped their COVID-19 losses 
within just nine months, but it could take more than a 
decade for the world's poorest to recover.

Retail sales in November rose at their 
fastest pace since September, up 1.3% 
to $55.2 billion in November. This was 
the seventh consecutive monthly gain. 
The increase was led by higher sales 
at food and beverage stores, along 
with an uptick in e-commerce sales. 
Statistics Canada

Verbatim The Monitor

The coronavirus pandemic has clearly upended our 
lives in the short-term. How many of the changes 
– working from home, shopping online, altered 
social patterns – will remain when life returns to 

normal remains to be seen. Speculating on that outcome is 
rampant just now.

High on the list of potential shifts is de-urbanization. In 
the past year, there have been higher-than-average outflows 
of people from Canada’s largest cities – Toronto, Montreal 
and Vancouver – to the suburbs, small towns and rural areas, 
according to Statistics Canada. About a third of those additional 
migrants were young people between the ages of 15 and 29, with 
82 per cent being under 45.

Aside from altering the generally older demographics of 
areas outside the cities, there are numerous issues that arise for 
cities that have generally planned for increased development 
and infrastructure such as transit. What happens if you build it 
and people not only avoid coming, but start leaving in higher 
numbers?

That impact extends beyond short- and medium-term real 
estate prices to include the entire cost of urban living. It would 
be ironic if planning based on infinite growth had the same kind 
of impact, only long-term, that belief in ever-increasing housing 
prices did prior to the 2008 meltdown. 

The pandemic showed us that working remotely, for instance, 
was viable, as we were forced to move quickly on something 
that had been talked about for years. Will that paradigm shift, 
along with the likes of the rapid extension of high-speed internet 
services to rural areas, lead to permanent changes in where we 
choose to live? 

If so, we’ll have to rethink what has been a growing rural-urban 
divide.

While most of any change is unlikely to be of the Green Acres 
variety – giving up Park Avenue for farming – even a minor shift 
away from the decades-long urbanization trend would be nota-
ble. And likely largely beneficial in the long run, despite efforts to 
cram more of us into ever-smaller spaces.

More than 80 per cent of us live in urban areas. Some 35.5 per 
cent of all Canadians live in just three cities – Toronto, Montreal 
and Vancouver – up from 29.9 per cent three decades earlier, 
according to information from the 2016 census. That’s a trend 
that has continued, at least until now. 

The demographic differences – cities are generally populated 
by younger, more racially diverse people compared to rural areas 
– have created both a cultural and political divide. That’s been 
a problem here – the debates over carbon taxes, pipelines and 
gun controls, for instance – and even more so in other countries, 
think of the blue state/red state issue in the U.S., for example, 
that shows how extreme the divisiveness can become.

An outflow from the cities could blur such divisions, though it 
risks bringing changes to areas that may not be keen on change. 

Such issues are longer-term considerations, however. For 
now, we’ll be watching to see if the current relocation trends 
are simply a blip that will reverse course when the pandemic is 
brought to heel. 

Along with the internal migration, polls show the pandemic 
has prompted many Canadians to reassess their living arrange-
ments. According to a survey conducted by Leger, 32 per cent 
of Canadians no longer want to live in large urban centres, and 
instead would opt for rural or suburban communities. Moreover, 
the trend is stronger among Canadians under the age of 55 than 
those in the 55-plus age group.

Not only are Canadians more motivated to leave cities, but 
changes in work and life dynamics have also shifted their needs 
and wants for their homes. According to the survey, 44 per cent 
of Canadians would like a home with more space for personal 
amenities, such as a pool, balcony or a large yard. Builders of 
tiny condos – a condition from which Waterloo Region is not 
immune – will be taking note. If the shift holds, everyone will 
have to pay attention.

We'll have to alter course 
if pandemic shifts remain

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Most news agencies 
reported on Sunday 

that China sent large groups 
of fighters and bombers into 
the Taiwanese airspace two 
days in a row. Much fluttering 
in the dovecote: the Chinese 
are testing the resolve of newly 
installed U.S. President Joe 
Biden.

Considerably fewer agencies 
also reported that an Amer-
ican aircraft carrier group 
sailed between Taiwan and 
the Philippines into the South 
China Sea at the same time. Yet 
the American warships must 
have sailed first: it takes time to 
get there from the U.S. Navy’s 
Pacific bases.

Given the timing, it was prob-
ably ex-president Trump who 
gave the order to sail. However, 
Biden had just enough time 
to countermand it – if he was 
willing to take the blame for 
‘betraying’ the Taiwanese, who 
are understandably nervous 
about U.S. willingness to 
defend them from a Chinese 
attack.  He didn’t give that 
order.

What China did was not 
illegal. The Chinese aircraft 
only entered Taiwan’s unilat-
erally declared ‘Air Defence 
Identification Zone,’ which 
is not sovereign Taiwanese 
territory. They were almost 
certainly responding to the U.S. 
naval presence, and the actions 

More danger from war games in Taiwan
ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

of both sides are entirely legal 
and purely symbolic. Nobody is 
going to get hurt this time – but 
there will be a next time.

All China’s leaders since the 
Communist victory in 1949 
have claimed that Taiwan is 
a renegade province of the 
People’s Republic of China 
(PRC), not a separate country. 
Most of them did nothing about 
it, because in the early days the 
U.S. Navy controlled the Pacific 
Ocean right up to the Chinese 
low-tide mark, but President Xi 
Jin-ping has made Taiwan his 
legacy project.

Soon after making himself 
president for life in 2018, Xi 
declared  that ‘reunification’ 
of Taiwan with the PRC is an 
“inevitable requirement for 
the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese people.” This makes 
about as much sense as saying 
that unification with Puerto 
Rico is an “inevitable require-
ment for the great rejuvenation 
of the American people” – but 
Xi is the boss, so that’s the 
policy.  

The real history is much 
more tangled. Chinese settlers 
conquered Taiwan’s original 
inhabitants and colonized the 
island shortly after the Spanish 

and Portuguese began settling 
the Americas. The island 
remained under Chinese rule 
until 1895, when it passed into 
Japanese hands – and then 
briefly fell under Beijing’s 
control again in 1945.

When the Chinese civil war 
ended in a Communist victory 
in 1949, the defeated Nation-
alist government and much of 
its army retreated to the island 
of Taiwan, where they were 
protected by the U.S. Navy. The 
two million heavily armed refu-
gees were obsessed with going 
back to the mainland, of course, 
and they made short work of 
any local people with different 
priorities.

The Nationalist dictatorship 
lasted almost four decades, 
but by the 1990s the island had 
become a prosperous democ-
racy run mainly by locally-born 
politicians. To avoid enraging 
Beijing, Taiwan has never offi-
cially declared independence, 
but in practice it has been inde-
pendent for 70 years. So what’s 
the problem?

‘Locally-born’ in Taiwan 
generally means of Chinese 
ethnic origin, but probably 
Hokkien- or Hakka-speaking at 
home. Indigenous peoples now 
amount to only two per cent of 
the population. And since the 
island has spent only four of the 
past 125 years under the rule of 

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Editor's 
Point of View

Canada continues to do a circular dance over the politics of pipelines

oil taps also provides a 
national unity benefit, 
easing the always simmer-
ing discontent in the 
Prairies. 

All of that pales in 
comparison, however, to 
the profit that will come 
from extracting and 
transporting tar-sands 
oil. The oil lobby has 
been incessant, with the 
employment prospects 
being a big carrot dangled 
before politicians. And 
the government stands to 
rake in billions of dollars, 
despite notoriously poor 
royalties and low taxes on 
the industry – corporate 
tax revenue alone has been 
estimated at $500 million 
per year. Though Trudeau 
has pledged to direct 
earnings towards green 
energy projects, the details 
remain up in the air.

A pipeline to funnel 
more tar sands bitumen 
to refineries may not be 
in keeping with plans to 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions in the wake of 
climate change. And the 
inevitable spills will be 
harmful to the natural 
ecology along the pipeline 
corridor, which a major 
event potentially cata-
strophic. Those opposed 
to fighting greenhouse 
gas emissions often cite 
economic reasons, saying 
we’d kill the economy by 
cutting back on energy 
production and manu-
facturing. Again, it’s the 
dollars that matter.

That chatter began 
immediately following 
Biden’s executive order. 
Both the oil industry and 
environmentalists will 
be making arguments for 
and against Keystone XL 
and the alternatives that 
will be rolled out to get the 
bitumen from Alberta to 
out-of-province refineries. 

Even without Keystone, 
there’s a government 
push to develop the oil 
sands – the subsidies tell 
a tale that goes beyond 
the standby rationale of 
protecting jobs.

Because governments 
aren’t open about the 
subsidies they provide, a 
number of studies have 
estimated the cost at $600 
million to more than $5 
billion annually. If you 
factor in all costs – from 
the automotive industry 
and roads to illnesses and 
death due to fossil fuel 
pollutants – the figure can 
reach some $60 billion 
a year, as in the case of a 
2019 International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) report. 
(Such sweeping cost 
analyses go well beyond 
handouts and tax credits, 
and aren’t really apples-
to-apples comparisons 
when it comes to corporate 
welfare). 

Still, the International 
Institute for Sustainable 

Development puts federal 
and provincial subsi-
dies to the industry at a 
minimum of $4.8 billion 
per year, which includes 
measures such as special 
tax deductions and direct 
cash transfers that govern-
ments provide to fossil 
fuel companies. 

A report released 
last month by the IISD’ 
Vanessa Corkal and Philip 
Gass found that Canada 
continues to provide large 
subsidies for fossil fuel 
production more than 
a decade after a 2009 
commitment to phase out 
such subsidies.

“To make matters 
worse, fossil fuel subsi-
dies disadvantage 
clean energy because 
they make it cheaper to 
produce or burn fossil 
energy. When fossil fuels 
are artificially cheap, 
investing in renewable 
energy becomes less 
attractive. In the long 
run, subsidies distort the 

market, pushing invest-
ment toward sectors that 
might not have otherwise 
be viable,” they wrote.

“If even a small portion 
of subsidy savings were 
swapped to support 
renewable energy or 
energy efficiency, we 
could make a faster 
shift to an economically 
stable, climate-safe 
future. That sounds like 
a pretty good alternative 
compared to getting 
locked into dangerous 
climate change and 
unhealthy pollution.”

Canada is not alone in 
subsidizing fossil fuels, 
of course, with estimates 
putting the interna-
tional cost at more than 
$5 trillion, which runs 
the gamut to direct cash 
handouts to offsetting 
the cost of cooking fuel 
for some of the world’s 
poorest residents.

The IMF estimates 
that elimination of 
global fossil fuel subsi-
dies would reduce CO2 
emissions by 28 per cent 
and reduce premature 
air pollution deaths by 
46 per cent. Likewise, 
the IMF concluded that 
elimination of subsidies 
would actually result 
in a net economic gain. 
Eliminating fossil fuel 
subsidies will be a win for 
the environment and for 
the economy.

 As a member of the 
G20, Canada has commit-
ted to phasing out fossil 
fuel subsidies by 2025. 
However, an IISD score-
card ranks Canada last 
among 11 OECD countries 
on progress in ending 
support for fossil fuels.

“Canada has announced 
plans to achieve net-zero 
emissions by 2050 but is 
currently not on track to 
meet its 2030 emissions 
reduction target. Mean-
while, fossil fuel subsidies 
undermine federal action 
on climate change and 
divert important financial 

Family Literacy Week just might be the time to switch from digital "learning" to something more analog.

Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau was obliged 

to call U.S. President Joe 
Biden about the latter’s 
decision to quash the 
Keystone XL pipeline 
project, if even for the sake 
of appearances. Equally 
obvious was the failure to 
sway Biden. 

Having campaigned 
against the pipeline and 
acted on his first day to 
block the project, Biden 
wasn’t going to reverse 
course simply because 
Trudeau asked. 

The pipeline and tar 
sands development in 
general put Trudeau in 
something of a bind. Oil 
is a big deal in Alberta, it’s 
big business, and taxes on 
the likes of gasoline gener-
ate billions. On the other 
hand, the government has 
pledged to reduce green-
house gas emissions, led 
by a move away from fossil 
fuels.

Federal and provincial 
governments are back-
ing green-energy initia-
tives, but also continue 
to subsidize the fossil 
fuel industry. How far 
that corporate welfare 
extends remains up in 
the air, largely because 
governments are not 
transparent – subsidizing 
large, profitable corpora-
tions has always been bad 
optics, and now contra-
dicts the stated goal of 
phasing out the use of 
fossil fuels. Charging 
the public ever-increas-
ing carbon taxes while 
turning money back over 
to oil companies is not 
something officials want 
to run up the flagpole.

Trudeau may not be 
as tied to the oil sands as 
Alberta’s Jason Kenney, 
but Ottawa has billions 
already directly invested 
in the region – it bought 
the existing Trans Moun-
tain pipeline in 2018 for 
$4.5 billion, for instance – 
and has sunk billions more 
into the industry there. 

Turning on the Alberta →KANNON 10
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Don’t make the mistake 
of playing favourites

Rosie, on the other 
hand, sat up enthusiasti-
cally, wagged her tail, and 
gave me a look that would 
melt butter.

This was not lost on 
Jenn – a woman can sense 
these things.

“Hold it. Are you talking 
to me or Rosie?” she asked.

This, by the way, is the 
kind of question that 
should be on every IQ test.

“You, of course,” I said.  
Unfortunately, I could 

not help but wink at Rosie 
while I said this – which 
should give you some indi-
cation as to why I avoid IQ 
tests.

That’s just the latest 
example.

There are other things 
that routinely happen over 
the course of the first year 
with a new puppy that 
make all the work you did 
in the courtship phase 
of your relationship pale 
in comparison. I’m not 
exactly an expert on rela-
tionships, but even I know 
this is probably not good.

Take the other day when 
Jenn asked if I wanted to 
go for a walk. My immedi-
ate answer was that it was 
a little too windy and cold 
for my liking, so I’d rather 
sit this one out. 

Sadly, right after she 
left, Rosie asked the very 
same question, although 
perhaps in a more compel-
ling manner – which 
would have been great had 
we not run into Jenn on 
the way back.

And, though they will 
never say it, I’m pretty 
sure no spouse is exactly 
thrilled when your pup 
shows up more on your 
social media posts than 
she does. 

These things and more 
will eventually lead to 
awkward statements such 
as, “I think you love that 
puppy more than you love 
me.”

For the record, the 
answer is not, “That’s 
crazy… not more!”

The point I am trying to 
make here is that when you 
get a new hunting dog, you 
should always remember 
that your partner is your 
first love. That means you 
should never find yourself 
guilty of all the gaffes I 
have pointed out, as easy 
as they are to do.

It’s just not right. Plus, 
you need to remember 
that your partner is your 
partner for life and your 
hunting dog is only enrich-
ing your existence for a 
short, albeit sweet time.

And, if you continue 
to forget this, you won’t 
be getting another one 
either.

If you have read this 
column over the last year 

or so, you are probably 
aware that I have a new 
spaniel pup that I am quite 
proud of and, I will say 
it, perhaps even smitten 
with. On the surface, 
this is idyllic for a fellow 
who loves waterfowling, 
upland hunting and 
watching a goodworking 
dog do what it was meant 
to do. 

But there is a downside 
too.

You see, when you get 
a new dog, especially one 
that is cute as a button and 
eager to please, you fall in 
love with the thing. The 
pup, for a while at least, 
becomes the focus of your 
life.

Which is fine, until 
your spouse notices 
the shift. This doesn’t 
happen immediately. No, 
it happens a little bit at a 
time because of all of the 
innocent missteps a fellow 
might take.

For instance, the other 
day I walked into the living 
room, where Rosie and my 
lovely partner Jenn were 
sitting, and I immediately 
smiled and blurted out, 
“Hello beautiful.”

It was a rookie mistake.
Jenn looked up imme-

diately and said, “What 
did you do now? And how 
much did the rifle and/or 
fishing rod cost us?”

Beijing, there is no longing 
to be ‘reunited’ with the 
‘motherland.’

President Tsai 
Ing-wen’s Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP) 
favours full independence 
for Taiwan, but she never 
says so in public because 
the PRC threatens war 
if she does. And things 
could have bumbled 
along like that for another 
generation except for 
two things: Xi Jin-ping’s 
determination to settle 
matters on his watch, and 
the shifting balance of 
military power.

There are only 23 
million Taiwanese; main-
land Chinese outnumber 

them 60-to-one. U.S. mili-
tary superiority once made 
up for that, but China’s 
military are no longer 
low-tech and there is no 
longer a U.S. alliance with 
Taiwan or even an explicit 
U.S. military guarantee of 
Taiwan’s separate status. 
There hasn’t been one 
since Washington opened 
its embassy in Beijing in 
1979.

The United States 
strives to maintain a high 
degree of uncertainty 
about what it would do if 
China actually invaded 
Taiwan, in order to deter 
that eventuality. However, 
the likelihood that it 
would actually risk war 
with China declines as the 

probability that the U.S. 
could win a naval war so 
close to the Chinese coast 
shrinks. Add an impatient 
Xi, and stir.

It looks like the same old 
game that has been played 
in the Strait of Taiwan 
for the past 70 years, and 
long may it remain so. 
But China’s threats have 
more military credibil-
ity nowadays, there’s a 
more reckless (or at least 
over-confident) player in 
Beijing – and if China did 
invade Taiwan, the U.S. 
might still decide it had to 
fight in the end.

Ten years ago, there was 
little risk of a disastrous 
miscalculation on either 
side. Now, there is.

 �Trinity Bible 
Chapel’s actions 
aren’t very 
Christian

To the Editor,
I am going to make this 

short. I am appalled that 
Trinity Bible Chapel and 
its followers are arrogant 
enough to break the rules 
and expose the surround-
ing community to 
COVID-19. I am even more 
appalled that they are 
doing this in God’s name.  

Do they really think 
what they are doing is 
a Christian act? I am a 
Christian and I was raised 
to believe “Love thy neigh-
bour .” If this is Trinity 
Bible Chapel’s idea of 
loving thy neighbour, then 
the father they profess to 
honour is not the one I 
learned about in the Chris-
tian faith I was raised in. 

Faith is very important 
during this pandemic and 
there are ways of reaching 
out to each other, but to do 
it physically and against 
the law is not only danger-
ous, it also thoughtless 
and shows great arro-
gance. We need to do our 
best, especially now, to be 
thoughtful and loving and 
this is a hateful act! We are 
all in this together and I 
was raised to believe “God 
Is Love.”

Terry Arndt
ELMIRA

 �The priority 
right now is 
restoring the 
balance of nature

To the Editor,
Environmentalists 

aren’t wasting time in 
turning attention from 
“down with ‘the Donald’ 
and up with Joe Biden” to 
the climate change crisis. 
The following is a letter I 
wrote for a David Suzuki 

Foundation campaign:
I'm a retired classical 

musician. For nearly 60 
years, my now deceased 
husband followed global 
warming. By 2000 he 
knew so much about 
climate change that he 
published an exciting 
novel about it. 

I have taken over his 
work in trying to convince 
politicians, indeed, 
everybody, to get rid of 
fossil fuels, to change the 
soil practices of farm-
ers so our food grows in 
healthy lands, to help 
create the Green New 
Deal, to educate people 
about the science that 
proves climate change is 
the greatest threat to the 
world, to follow Nature, to 
read Drawdown and Seth 
Klein's wonderful book, 
A Good War, to listen to 
Indigenous people who 
know more about the 
environment than most 
of us, to plant trees, and 
to sequester carbon in the 
ground. 

I spend hours every day 
at the computer trying 
to promote the climate 
justice cause through peti-
tions, letters, and dona-
tions, in the hope that 
before I die, I will know 
that the Earth won't. 

The conflict of the 
importance of the envi-
ronment or the economy 
should be prioritized so 
that when the planet is no 
longer at risk because we 
put life ahead of money 
in order to restore the 
balance of nature, then we 
could restore the economy 
in a balanced course that 
would restore the endan-
gered species and habitats, 
and give all human lives a 
fair chance at being equal, 
healthy, happy, educated, 
wealthy enough, but not 
too much, accepted, and 
honoured by others. That 
would be Eden. 

Look, we just saw Good 
triumph over Evil; let's 
follow suit. We would 
save the microbes, the 

worms, the mushrooms, 
the waters, the plants, the 
traditions, the miracles 
that men and women of 
the past have created for 
us, and yes, our kids and 
our grandchildren. Please?

Shannon Purves-Smith
ELMIRA

 � Store clerks 
deserve praise for 
what they do

To the Editor,
While grocery shopping 

last week, I thanked the 
store clerk for serving 
me, especially during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
She shared with me 
her concerns about the 
dangers of contracting this 
virus at work. She believes 
most people don't realize 
what she deals with every 
day, as she is on the front 
lines.

Also, I want to thank 
her and all store clerks in 
every capacity who serve 
us in spite of the danger. 
May God protect all who 
serve us.

Brenda Sadowski
ELMIRA

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DYER: Miscalculations pose a greater risk today
→FROM 8

resources to polluting 
forms of energy.”

Developing the oil sands 
won’t help the country 
reach that goal. Today, 
we have a situation that 
leads to Canadians paying 
carbon taxes in proportion 
to subsidies to the petro-
leum industry to create 
more carbon. For both 
political and financial 
reasons, governments 
here will keep trying to 
suck and blow at the same 
time, admitting to neither 
depending on the audi-
ence.

KANNON: 
Officials content 
to suck and blow

→FROM 9

Real news. Real reporting. 
Stories you won't find anywhere else.

Trusted local news 
for twenty-five years.
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Business The Kitchener Waterloo Community Founda-
tion has been nominated for two Greater KW 
Chamber of Commerce Business Excellence 
Awards:  Community Builder of the Year 
Award and Non-Profit/Charitable Award. 
Winners will be announced on February 
18, 2021 at the 2021 Business Excellence 
Awards Gala.

Farm Credit Canada (FCC) 4-H Club Fund 
will provide $100,000 to 203 4-H clubs 
across Canada in 2021 to support local 
activities. In Ontario, 43 4-H clubs, districts, 
and regions received a combined total of 
$20,250. FCC has been supporting 4-H in 
Canada for more than 25 years, annually 
awarding up to $500 per club.

KWCF gets Chamber nod FCC supports 4-H
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WE’RE OPEN AS AN ESSENTIAL 
SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY!

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East

If you're experiencing pain, please give us a call
 to book an IN-PERSON or VIRTUAL appointment 

with one of our Physiotherapists!

Our COVID-19 Protocols:
-Screening of patients and staff daily
-Required masks for all
-Hand washing stations
-Regularly cleaning all surfaces
-Eye coverage for Clinicians
-Limited capacity of occupants in clinic

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Danielle Jackson, Nancy Bordeaux and Brittany Burgess of St. Jacobs retailer  La Creme have started Facebook Liveshows as a way to 
engage with their shoppers during the pandemic.  Damon MacLean

Rough start to 2021 for local business
Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

HIT WITH A LOCK-
DOWN THAT began on 
Boxing Day and then a 
more restrictive state of 
emergency, local busi-
nesses have had a rough 
start to 2021 after facing 
tough conditions for most 
of the past year. Current 
conditions have forced 
some to close, while 
others struggle to keep 
the lights on, say groups 
that represent businesses 
in Elmira and St. Jacobs.

Members of both 
business improvement 
area (BIA) organizations 

say the latest restrictions 
have caused confusion 
among merchants and 
customers alike. They 
worry there will be an 
even bigger shift to online 
shopping and big-box 
stores rather than efforts 
to shop locally, either via 
store websites or curbside 
pickup. 

“Over the past year, 
I would say a lot more 
of the businesses have 
enhanced their online 
presence through social 
media and creating 
online stores, or at least 
figuring out how they can 
do curbside pickup [if] 
they don’t have an online 

store,” said Carrie Briscoe, 
coordinator of St. Jacobs 
BIA.

The village was fortu-
nate enough to be permit-
ted to run its Sparkles 
event, an annual Christ-
mas village that typically 
sees high traffic levels, 
before the latest lock-
down kicked in.

“[Shopping] ended 
up being shifted more 
towards ‘shop local’ for 
the holidays, which was 
actually quite amazing, 
and people [were] offering 
safe options, as well, even 
though we weren’t locked 
down,” she said.

January is usually a → BIA 12

When it comes to 
food, studies 

through the years have 
shown that people care 
about such matters as 
product safety, geneti-
cally modified organisms, 
and farm animals. Most 
lately, sustainability 
became an issue too.  

Now, there’s been a 
shift. People are focussing 
their care on other people.

Sure, they maintain 
their zeal for a host of 
factors that are associated 
with food production. 
Everyone wants food to be 
trustworthy, wholesome 
and plentiful, and animals 
to be well cared for. 

But we’re moving past 
that. Instances will still 
crop up of unsafe food, 
of food that does you 
more harm than good, 
and of animal abuse. Our 
world is imperfect and 
unfortunately that trait 
sometimes rears its head 
in food production. 

Those instances, 
however, are lessening. 
Food is getting safer, tech-
nology has not proven to 
be a menace and farmers 
are paying more atten-
tion than ever to animal 
welfare, as new standards 
and initiatives are imple-
mented on farms.

The big change now 
is with human welfare. 
Society was rocked into 
understanding more 
about the food system 
when the COVID-19 
pandemic hit and some 
items disappeared from 
store shelves. That new 
understanding included 
an appreciation of not 
only where food comes 
from, but also, who’s out 
there busting their rump 
to produce it.

The spotlight was 

cast on farm and food 
processing labour, and 
the system we’ve become 
accustomed to here in 
which workers from other 
countries come to Canada 
to help farmers produce 
food for us and process it.

And it came to the fore 
when temporary farm 
workers, as well as some 
food processing workers, 
arrived here per usual 
last spring, only to be 
laid low by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Besides foreign work-
ers getting affected, 
new Canadians have 
also become particu-
larly  vulnerable, filling 
the tough jobs in food 
processing plants that 
others don’t want. A 
recent food integrity 
survey from the U.S. 
shows there’s a growing 
focus on human welfare.

Some people will say 
it’s about time. The 
plight of farm workers 
there – Mexican workers 
in particular – has been 
an issue since at least the 
1960s.

But now, in the social 
justice world we’re finally 
entering, human welfare 
issues such as diversity, 
equality and inclusion 
matter.

“Farms and food 
companies may not 
have considered human 
welfare as a sustainabil-
ity issue before, but it 
is critical to make it a 
priority and ensure that 
stakeholders, including 
employees and custom-
ers, are involved in the 

Human welfare is the 
star of food production

→ ROBERTS 16

BIA organizations attempt to help members with access to government supports
slow month for retail 
operations following the 
boom time of the holi-
days.  Some merchants 
may take a pause or 
plan for lower volumes 
anyway, with the stay-at-
home order prompting 
some to remain closed for 
the time being.  

“It is a challenge, and 
it’s going to be a challenge 
for everyone. I think what 
we’re trying to do is just 
keep the communica-
tion lines open with our 
businesses and let them 
know that they can reach 
out if they need any help, 
promoting all of those 
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WELCOME NEW
KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS

CHILDREN BORN IN 2017 ARE ELIGIBLE FOR YEAR 1 KINDERGARTEN AND
CHILDREN BORN IN 2016 ARE ELIGIBLE FOR YEAR 2 KINDERGARTEN

REGISTRATION IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

FEBRUARY 1-28, 2021
Pre-register NOW: www.wcdsb.ca/register

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
Your Neighbourhood Catholic Elementary School -- or 
the Waterloo Catholic District School Board

Ask about our French Immersion Programs in Cambridge, Kitchener & Waterloo

Email questions about our Extended Day Programs:
extended.day@wcdsb.ca WCDSB.CA       519-578-3660

Calling small business owners
COVID-19 support could be available to you.

• Grants of up to $20,000 through the Ontario
Small Business Support Grant

• Up to $1,000 in support for purchasing PPE
through Ontario's Main Street Relief Grant

• Rebates for property tax and energy costs

We’re working to ensure small businesses 
can keep employing people and serving 
their communities now and when COVID-19 
is behind us.

Visit ontario.ca/COVIDsupport to apply

Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario 

different funding oppor-
tunities that the govern-
ment’s putting out, and 
encouraging people to 
apply for them. But, yeah, 
it’s definitely not a great 
time for small businesses. 
Our fear is that there 
will be closures. At this 
point, everyone is laying 
low and hopefully taking 
advantage of some of the 
funding opportunities, 
while they can’t really be 
open,” said Briscoe.  

In Elmira, BIA chair 
Jonathan Clay says the 
organization is looking to 
be as supportive as possi-
ble to its members.

“As always, the BIA is 
here for our membership 
as a resource for finding 
assistance in funding and 
resources such as PPE, 
et cetera. At this time 
though, we have found 
that almost all businesses 
have secured whatever 
funding they can and 
found suppliers for what 
they need to operate in a 
safe manner.”  

The Elmira BIA plans to 

continue advertising its 
businesses through social 
media to inform people 
at what capacity they are 
operating. The group has 
now designated a market-
ing person on their board 
to help design posters and 
ads for print.  

Clay says the BIA hopes 
to build upon the outdoor 
patio success that saw 
Mill Street closed over 
the  summer and fall, but 
nothing is currently set in 
stone.  

The group has been 
trying to gauge support 
for ‘shop local’ sentiment, 
especially in comparison 
to the previous lockdown.

“In this regard I wish 
there was better news... 
let’s just start with that. 
Unfortunately, several 
of our businesses have 
been hard hit and there 
are some that have been 
ineligible for the finan-
cial assistance that the 
government is offering. 
For some, the next avail-
able CEBA (Canada Emer-
gency Business Account) 
portion will be helpful, 

and others may qualify 
for the new Ontario Small 
Business Support Grant,” 
said Clay, noting there 
is plenty of confusion 
among business owners 
and the public.

“Much of it is very 
confusing for the custom-
ers and the owners of our 
downtown businesses: 
determining the varying 
details of the lockdown, 
who can be open, who is 
essential, et cetera. So, 
pretty difficult to say 
there is an increase in 
support from the govern-
ment. And it’s frustrating 
that our BIA board can’t 
do more for the over 170 
businesses we have as 
members. We are looking 
forward to when this lock-
down is over to help them 
rebuild and try to recoup 
as much of the losses as 
possible.”

The hardships extend 
to businesses across 
Canada, with an esti-
mated 26,000 businesses 
having shuttered for good 
due to the pandemic and  
subsequent lockdowns. 

BIA: Business groups in both Elmira and St. Jacobs 
monitoring how members are coping, attempting to help

MCC to consolidate 
warehouse operations
Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

THE MENNONITE 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
(MCC) Canada will be 
moving its central mate-
rial resources warehouse 
to Waterloo Region in a 
move to distribute relief 
supplies more rapidly. The 
facility will be relocated to 
New Hamburg from Plum 
Coulee, Man. starting 
April 1.

When the move is 
complete, the warehouse 
will become the only one 
in Canada that helps pack 
and distribute items such 
as relief kits. 

Moving closer to an 
international port is the 
main goal of this move, 
as the kits and other 
items ship to Montreal 
before heading to their 
final destination. But 
John Head, executive 
director of MCC Ontario, 
says sometimes items are 
packed at both loca-
tions before heading to 
Montreal, and by consol-
idating the warehouse 
locally, it allows things to 
move quicker and send 
items to locations with 
less delay. 

“Most of our contain-
ers that we ship for our 
overseas relief go across 
the Atlantic, so closer to 
where we would ship from 
Montreal [made this] a 

more strategic location 
than Manitoba. When we 
ship a container, we fill 
it both at the Manitoba 
location and our [New 
Hamburg] location – we 
have two warehouses in 
Canada. Every time we 
ship, because we’re closer 
to Montreal, it can get the 
material aid shipped more 
promptly,” said Head. 
“Sometimes a partial 
shipment would come 
from Manitoba to here 
and then we would finish 
loading the container and 
then ship it. But the less 
you handle it the more 
efficient you can be. So, 
it’s an efficiency move as 
well.”

The warehouse in 
Ontario was originally 
located at the MCC head-
quarters in Kitchener. It 
was then moved to New 
Hamburg when space 
was found at a location 
deemed much more effi-
cient. 

Staff and volunteers 
normally pack and then 
ship items such as relief 
kits, hygiene kits, comfort-
ers, and canned meats. 
Head says because of 
COVID-19, they have had 
to scale that back and have 
limited the work to just 
staff. 

“Our material aid 
function depends signifi-
cantly on volunteers to 
help with packing, but in 

this pandemic that we’re 
in right now, we’ve had to 
limit that to just staff and 
a very small number of 
staff working while social 
distancing and doing it 
after normal hours,” he 
added.

While this building is 
more efficient because of 
the pandemic situation, 
they will still have to be 
more careful with regards 
to staff safety and will not 
be able to welcome back 
volunteers for some time. 
Even though volun-
teers cannot take part 
in the packing of items, 
community members can 
still help by donating to 
help purchase and pack 
hygiene kits and relief kits, 
Head added.

“The requests for 
hygiene kits and relief 
kits are greater than ever 
because of the implica-
tions of COVID, so we’re 
running low on supplies. 
For a donation of $5 it 
will purchase everything 
needed for a hygiene kit, 
or for $35 [it] will purchase 
a relief kit for a family of 
four.” 

The consolidation of the 
warehouses will start April 
1 and take a few months. It 
is expected that the Mani-
toba warehouse will close 
in June and make the New 
Hamburg location the only 
central material resources 
warehouse in Canada. 

→ FROM 11
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A harvest of local 
farming innovation.
Connect to the land.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Rural 
Connections

The Canadian Space Agency (CSA) this 
month announced the Deep Space Food 
Challenge in Canada, a competition to 
develop innovative ways of producing 
food for astronauts on space missions 
to the Moon and Mars, while expanding 
opportunities for food production on Earth.  
www.deepspacefoodchallenge.org

The Canadian Agricultural Safety Asso-
ciation has appointed Andrea Lear as its 
new chief executive officer. She joins after 
working as the Manitoba Veterinary Medi-
cal Association’s executive director. The 
Canadian Agricultural Safety Association is 
a national, non-profit organization dedicated 
to improving the health and safety of farm-
ers, their families and agricultural workers.

Food for space travel New CEO at CASA

For more informa�on visit: h�ps://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts Genes that fit your farm® is a registered trademark of SeCan.

Let’s talk -   
Research, Barley opportunites,
Genes that fit your farm® 
Research pays off and we aren’t done yet! 
Cribit Seeds works hard in partnership with 
SeCan to find the best varieties to fit your farm

 Excellent yield
 High test weight
 Great disease package 
 Mid maturity
 Limited supply Contact us Today

Craig@cribit.com | julia@cribit.com| 519-664-3701

Esma

2-Row Barley
 Top yielding
 Strong straw
 Excellent standability
 Mid maturity
 Good supply 

KWS Kellie

2-Row Barley

New for 2021 Exclusive Release

According to the 
United Nations, 2021 

is the International Year 
of Fruits and Vegetables. 
Many couldn’t care less 
about a proclamation from 
a global agency that has 
been criticized over the 
years as being inner-look-
ing and out of touch.

Some of this criticism 
is certainly warranted but 
depending on the topic, 
these campaigns can bring 
a healthy load of success 
and change.

The year 2016 was 
the International Year 
of Pulses. At the time, 
consumers were starting 
to mentally correlate food 
choices with environmen-
tal stewardship. Context 
helped shine some light on 
Canada’s most overlooked 
crop: pulses.

Slowly, Canada’s becom-
ing a super vegetable 
protein powerhouse and 
consumers are buying 
in. In 2020, plant-based 
sales grew 31 per cent in 
Canada, even amid the 
pandemic.

The focus on fruits and 
vegetables this year can 
assist the UN’s ambitions 
to advocate for the impor-
tance of healthy diets and 
lifestyles through sustain-
able food systems.

Our fight with COVID-19 
went from keeping safe 

 Eat your fruits 
and veggies for 
your immunity
One of the major pieces to building 
a strong immune system is consuming 
more produce as part of a healthy diet

→ OFA 14

Canadians were eating more fruits and vegetables in 2020, a healthy trend.

As we persevere 
through yet another 

lockdown, the public 
health crisis of COVID-19 
has turned into a mara-
thon with an invisible 
finish line that contin-
ues to test our strength, 
patience and resilience. 

In the early days of the 
pandemic, many of us 
viewed the challenges 
as a short-term sprint. 
Adrenaline carried 
us through the initial 
hurdles, but now as we 
approach the one-year 
mark, mental fatigue, 
exhaustion and stress has 
set in. Families are being 
forced to balance compet-
ing roles of employee, 
parent, teacher, friend 
and farm business owner 
on top of the exhaustion 
of pandemic restrictions, 
decreased social activi-
ties and a fundamental 
change in our community 
environment. 

If you’re feeling as 
though you’ve hit a 
roadblock this week, the 
Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture (OFA) wants 
you to know we care and 
you’re not alone.  

For many of our 38,000 
farm family members, 
our homes have always 
doubled as a place of busi-
ness. But now, nuclear 
families find themselves 
with children at home 

→ IMMUNITY 14

OFA 
encourages 
everyone to 
take a break 
and be kind 

to achieving immunity 
in the last month or so. 
Collective immunity has 
been top of mind for many 
people, given our acute 
focus on how vaccines are 
being rolled out.

The best medicine, virus 
or not, is sound nutrition. 
One of the major pieces to 
building a strong immune 
system is eating more 
fruits and vegetables. 
If one country needs to 
be reminded of that, it’s 
certainly Canada.

In 2021, despite volatile 
prices, 41 per cent of Cana-
dians intend to increase 
their consumption of 
fruits and vegetables. Last 
year, it was 46 per cent. 
Canadians did buy more 
fruits and vegetables at 
retail in 2020, but they 
have bought more of other 
food categories as well.

According to NielsenIQ, 
vegetable sales in Canada 
have risen seven per cent 
in volume and 13 per cent 
in dollars since vegetables 
became more expensive. 
Fruit unit sales were up 
five per cent and seven per 
cent in dollars.

Restaurants aren’t a 
significant market for 
fruits, so lower percent-
ages there aren’t surpris-
ing. In volume, Quebec, 
Ontario and British 
Columbia all saw sales 

up in volume by eight per 
cent for vegetables and 
six per cent for fruits. The 
lowest increase for both 
categories was in the Mari-
times, at two per cent for 
vegetables and only one 
per cent for fruits. Those 
figures are disappoint-
ingly low.

Most products experi-
enced tremendous growth 
in retail sales in 2020. 
Tomatoes were the most 
popular produce in 2020, 
as sales grew almost 28 per 

cent in dollars. Since some 
people were still looking 
for convenience, bagged 
vegetables grew 25.8 per 
cent in the last 52 weeks.

In fruits, oranges saw 
the biggest increase in 
sales at 21.9 per cent, 
followed by cherries and 
lemons.

Dollar sales of both 
celery and peaches 
dropped in 2020 but this is 
likely because these prod-
ucts’ price points were 
much lower than in 2019.

Highly-publicized 
recalls also have impacted 
some categories in the last 
year, mainly for peaches 
and lettuce. Numbers 
suggest onions dodged a 
bullet in 2020 as they too 
were subject to a recall.

But given what 
happened to the food-ser-
vice industry in the last 10 
months, these numbers 
may just be a mirage.

People cooked more 
often at home and that 
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80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira 
www.rytechmachine.ca

1.800.556.9452        amiattachments.com

NOW
HIRING

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-3232371 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

required more produce 
being bought at the 
grocery store. Unit sales 
for tomatoes, for example, 
only grew six per cent. 
Almost one Canadian in 
five started a home garden 
in 2020 and many grew 
tomatoes, but, in general, 
the numbers aren’t 
impressively high given 
that so many restaurants 
were closing.

Figures from NielsenIQ 
suggest we may not be 
buying and eating more 
produce, as our minds 
may have yet to focus 
on healthy eating. Since 
March 2020, it has all been 
about baking, snacking 
and indulging to simply 
overlook the awfulness of 
the pandemic, if only for a 
while.

As suggested by Cana-
da’s Food Guide, fruits 
and vegetables are vital 
components for achieving 
quality of life and a stron-
ger immune system amid 
the pandemic.

Also, recalls and highly 
volatile retail prices 
spook consumers all the 
time, which is why many 
consider produce the most 
vulnerable section of the 
grocery store.

Declaring 2021 the Inter-
national Year of Fruits and 
Vegetables is both timely 
and important. As more 
governments investi-
gate food autonomy as a 

priority in the post-COVID 
era, building awareness 
of the value of consuming 
produce will be parallel.

Building capacity 
through controlled-en-
vironment agriculture in 
Canada can only make our 
produce supply chains less 
vulnerable to macro-fac-
tors like currency and 
bacterial outbreaks.

juggling multiple virtual 
classrooms while meeting 
the demands of running a 
farm business. Many of us 
are attempting to work as 
if we don’t have children, 
and trying to raise chil-
dren like we don’t have 
work.  

These pressures have 
resulted in many people 
feeling inadequate and 
has created undue stress 
and guilt. If you are doing 
your job as an employee 
or business owner, you 
feel as though you are not 
doing your job as a parent. 

The pandemic has 
created an environment 
where it is nearly impos-
sible to balance the needs 
and expectations of work 
and home life. Please give 
yourself permission to be 
human and accept that 
you are not a superhero.  

Adding to pandemic 
frustrations is rural 
Ontario’s continued 
patchwork of reliable 
broadband access. Inter-
net capability seems to be 
the primary factor across 
the sector in determining 
the smoothness or diffi-
culty of the transition to 
working from home and 
virtual learning. Social 
media is flooded with 
parents whose broadband 
is not strong enough to 
sustain both business and 
virtual learning meetings.

The effects of unre-
liable broadband have 
been overwhelming, with 

children feeling anxious 
that they can’t take part 
in class activities and 
parents stressed that 
their children are falling 
behind on coursework.  

It’s important that 
broadband infrastructure 
projects in rural, northern 
and remote communities 
are prioritized to serve 
residents that experience 
regular interruptions, 
slow download speeds 
and overall poor-quality 
service. We appreciate the 
nearly $1 billion invest-
ment from the Ontario 
government to expand 
access to reliable broad-
band, but it’s imperative 
the construction of these 
projects gets underway. 
OFA will continue work-
ing with the government 
to ensure these projects 
are prioritized. Fast, 
reliable broadband is an 
essential service and the 
need for everyone to have 
equal access has never 
been more evident. 

Mental health also 
continues to be a press-
ing issue for our rural 
communities. As we 
progress into the dark, 
dreary days of January 
and February, I encour-
age you to reach out to 
those around you. Many 
people choose to suffer in 
silence, but it is important 
to stay connected during 
these tough times. Take 
the time to send that 
check-in message or pick 
up the phone to ensure 

that neighbours and 
friends who feel isolated 
are reminded they are not 
alone. Talk about how you 
are feeling to set the tone 
and open the door for 
others to share honestly 
as well.  

Our greatest currency 
as farmers is access to 
the outdoors. We have 
the green space to get 
outside, go for walks, 
tour our fields and 
visit with animals. As 
fellow caretakers of the 
land, I challenge you to 
take advantage of your 
connection with nature. 
Personally, I find that 
my nighttime star gazing 
grounds me and provides 
the opportunity to see 
the big picture. We are 
all under the same sky, 
working collectively 
together to put an end to 
COVID-19.  

With no set finish line 
for this pandemic, it is not 
easy to see the end of this 
exhausting marathon we 
are in, but we encourage 
you to remember we will 
get through it together, 
one step at a time.  

If you or someone you 
know is in distress and 
needs help, there are 
people and resources 
available that can help. 
For resources and updates 
on OFA’s mental health 
advocacy, please visit 
 ofa.on.ca/mental-health. 

 ↆ Jennifer Doelman, 
director, Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

OFA: There are resources for those who need some help

SPECIALIZING IN:
• FERTILIZER (Agricultural & Commercial)
• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845

We also desperately 
need to take care of our 
immune systems, and as 
soon as possible. Remind-
ing us of the importance 
of eating enough produce 
benefits everyone.

 ↆ Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is 
senior director of the agri-food 
analytics lab and a professor in 
food distribution and policy at 
Dalhousie University.
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IMMUNITY: The role of a healthy diet makes efforts 
at food autonomy and supply chain improvements crucial
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Read a local best  
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
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Arts With the pandemic lockdown still in effect, 
the Stratford Festival is offering up new 
content online. Up Close and Musical, a series 
of nine intimate cabarets featuring some of 
the festival’s greatest musical performers, 
takes you back inside the Festival Theatre 
for the first time since the pandemic 
cancelled performances last spring. 
www.stratfordfestival.ca

The Hillside Festival recently launched a 
Girls & Guitars workshop about songwrit-
ing. Among those offering advice to young 
artists is Montreal’s Sam Roberts, who’s 
returning to the Hillside fold to take part in 
Hillside Inside again, and who's no stranger 
to struggling to get going as a songwriter.  
www.hillsidefestival.ca

More Stratford online Girls & Guitars

Roever Motor Sales 
HAS MOVED! 

Come see us at our new location at 63 Union St., Unit 2, Elmira. 

Motor Vehicle Sales       Vehicle Paint Ceramic Coating       Rust Protection      Automotive Accessories 

226-266-1568 

Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

UPSIDE OF MAYBE’S 
NEW MUSIC video for 
their single ‘Rainmaker’ 
shines a light on one of 
the darkest chapters in 
Canadian history, the 
residential school system. 
The video tells the tale 
of the harsh realities 
that were on-going until 
the 1990s when the last 
school closed. In doing 
so, it’s also kick-started 
an Elmira boy’s acting 
career. 

Having played music in 
Upside of Maybe for the 
past 15 or so years, and 
in Washcoin for 12 years 
before that – most of the 
band has been playing 
music with each other 
in some capacity for the 
past 30 years – Michael 
Bannerman says this 
new track has made more 
waves than most. 

He wrote the track after 
taking courses while 
working in the mental 
health field. 

“I had taken some 
courses on basically how 
to treat individuals that 
had gone through the 
residential school system. 
The experience was a 
real eye-opener,” said 
Bannerman, noting it was 

a chapter in the country’s 
history that was often 
skipped over in school 
when his generation was 
growing up.  

Having been so 
emotionally impacted 
from his reading, Banner-
man knew he wanted 
to share some of these 
stories and represent 
what had happened as 
best as he could, being 
fully aware that he had 
to tell the story without 
culturally appropriating 
the situation. 

Wanting to work with 
the Indigenous commu-
nity to help properly tell 
the story through song 
in the studio, Kitchen-
er-based producer Andy 
Horrocks of AME Record-
ing Studio connected the 
band with another act 
he recently produced, 
Okama. 

The two groups decided 
that a music video for the 
track should be made, but 
it had to be completed 
properly. They helped 
fund in part through 
Kickstarter, where they 
raised $2,500 towards 
filming. 

Over two cold Novem-
ber days, the filming took 
place in part at the last 
closed residential school, 
Woodland Cultural 

Local youth's role in new music video

Tyson Marton, star of Upside of Maybe’s new music video for ‘Rainmaker,’ at his Linwood home with 
Molly. Damon MacLean

Linwood's Tyson Marton stars in Upside of Maybe’s ‘Rainmaker,’ chronicling Canada’s shameful residential school history

Centre in Brantford. 
Other locations included 
a Polish hall in Brantford 
and the Bellemere Winery 
in London. 

When crafting the 
video, the crew knew 
they wanted people of 
indigenous background 
to fill some of the roles; 

Bannerman was looking 
for a young boy with a 
native background when 
Sarah Weber, who worked 
on set as a nun, showed 
him a picture of her son 
Tyson-who was the exact 
person Bannerman had 
envisioned to take the 
lead role.  

Tyson Marton from 
Linwood says the film day 
was a fun new experience 
for him.

“The clothes they 
wanted me to be in, I got 
them and everything that 
we bought was way too 
small for me. We had to go 
to the closest store and we 

had to buy all this stuff,” 
he said of the behind-the-
scenes experience, noting 
that although the day 
didn’t run as smoothly 
as it could have, he had 
a great time, despite his 
hesitation about perform-
ing in front of a bunch 
people.

“I don’t really like to 
do stuff in front of a lot of 
people. I’ve never really 
liked doing school plays 
or doing, like, Christmas 
concerts, whatever. I’ve 
never really liked doing 
that,” he said, adding that 
“if another music video 
opportunity came,” he 
would take it. 

The young performer 
is a fan of the final result 
but feels he could have 
done better on screen, as 
many actors do.

“l like how everything 
went, and everybody that 
was in it. Again, it turned 
out really good. But at 
first, when I first watched 
it, I think this is kind of 
[happens to] most people 
– I don’t know ... I think I 
could have done better.” 

When he’s not starring 
in music videos, Marton 
enjoys water sports in the 
summer and sledding 
in the winter, as well as 
playing video games with 
friends. 
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

ON LINE  
ESTATE AUCTION

Of
Antiques, collectibles, primitives, and 
other interesting items, to be held at  

the Jacob Auction Centre,
185 Herbert St. in Mitchell for  
Ken Davidson, Stratford and  

David & Norma Rudy, Kitchener,
Auction begins to close  

WEDNESDAY, FEB 3 AT 6:00 P.M.
TO INCLUDE: 5 stacking barristers 
bookcases. Dry sink. 2 drawer painted 
blanket box stamped John Erb, Wellesley.  
Pine 2 door, 2 drawer wardrobe (pegged).  
Combination slant front/china cabinet.  Slant 
front desks. Dressers.  Organ stools.  Parlour 
tables. Washstands. 4 Pequegnat clocks 
(King Edward, 3 Brandon). Gingerbread, 
Sessions & other wall clocks. 5 Signed 
Chandlers. Selection of Merchant crocks 
& jugs including Guelph & St. Mary’s 
C.W (many flowered). Redware pottery. 
Stoneware butter churns.  Ginger beer bottle 
collection.  Milk bottle collection. Butter print 
collection (includes beaver & cow).  Oil lamp 
collection. Aladdin Lamps. Hanging lamps 
(cranberry & others). Advertising items.  
Tinware. Motion lamps. Sampler dated 1835.  
Walton carving. Dresser boxes. Old baskets.  
Singer featherlite sewing machine. Sad 
irons & trivets. Hooked mats. Old photos & 
prints. Kitchen collectibles. Wooden butter 
bowl. Selection of glassware (jadeite, 
carnival, depression, etc.). Magazines from 
the 1940’s to 80’s. Bridle Rose set of china. 
Over 1100 lots!!  
NOTE – Don’t miss out on this outstanding 
offering from these long time collectors!!  
See www.gerberauctions.net for photos.  
See jacobauctions.hibid.com for detailed 
catalogue and terms.

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

Greg Gerber – 519-699-4451
Dave Jacob – 519-348-9896

Protrans is actively seeking career minded 
professional FULL-TIME AZ DRIVERS for 
local tank truck carrier Bridgeland Terminals 
Limited. Local and long-distance trips.
Preference will be given to applicants with 
strong work ethic, who are team players and 
have good communication skills. 
The company has a great wage, benefit, 
bonuses and profit-sharing programs.  
For further details;

Call Jim Taglietti 519-239-8979 
or email Taglietti.jim@protrans.ca.

ONLINE TOY 
AUCTION  

Of
At the Jacob Auction Centre,  
185 Herbert Street in Mitchell    

Auction Begins to Close:   
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 11 AT 6:00 PM  
OVER 650 LOTS INCLUDING: Toy tractors 
in all scales, vintages, and colours from Ertl, 
Scale Models, SpecCast, and More. Approx. 
100 Precision Tractors & Implements, Tin 
Construction Toys, Diecast Semis and 
Banks, Literature, Memorabilia. Something 
for Everyone. 
FOR BIDDING AND CATALOGUE go to 
jacobauctions.hibid.com If you have trouble 
registering, or are unable or uncomfortable 
bidding online, give us a call at 519-348-9896 
and we can look after you.  

AUCTIONEERS:  
Jacob Auctions Ltd.  
and Gerber Auctions 

David Jacob 519-348-9896  
Greg Gerber 519-699-4451

In need of licensed, independent, 
and experienced 310T Truck & Coach 
Technicians to join our growing team.

Must have exceptional mechanical 
knowledge, a positive attitude, and a desire to 
continuously learn. Rotating days/afternoon 
shifts OR straight afternoons if preferred. 

Industry + wages. Comprehensive health and 
dental benefits, shift premiums, uniforms and 

annual tool and work boot allowance. 

Please call 519-885-9166
and ask to speak to Kyle, or email us at 

kyle@apextruckandtrailer.ca

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
Auction

AuctionHelp Wanted

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

Industrial Spray Painter
2-3 Years of Experience

Knowledge of:
•         Electrostatic Air Assisted Airless
•         Conventional Pot Gun
•         Mix and Thin Paint
•         Prepare Equipment for Painting
•         Neat Workmanship
•         Clean & Maintain Paint 
 Equipment & Booth
•         Material Handling
•         Operation of Forklift
•         Operation of Overhead Crane

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility?

Then you should 
be working for us.

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

   519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: cHare@mgmill.com

Local. Independent. Always.

100% LOCAL

Requires a Dental 
Receptionist

Full time, 
Mondays to Fridays

Please send resume 
in confidence to 

info@wyattstreetdental.ca

Help Wanted

process,” said 
Terry Fleck, execu-
tive director of the 
Center for Food 
Integrity.

Human welfare 
concerns are being 
felt in agriculture 
abroad, as well. 
One of the biggest 
farmer protests 
the world has ever 
seen is taking 
place right now in 
India, where farm-
ers are livid about 
new laws that they 
say take away their 
marketing capac-
ity.

Thousands of 
farmers on tractors 
are on a cavalcade 
to New Delhi to 

tell the govern-
ment that farmers 
will suffer from a 
proposed new law 
that lets private 
traders purchase 
crops directly from 
the farmers, and 
bypass govern-
ment marketing 
boards. 

Farmers think 
they will get lower 
prices on the open 
market and that 
the marketing 
boards will break 
down.

No clear-think-
ing country wants 
its farmers to be 
destitute. How 
wrong-headed can 
it be to demoralize 
those who produce 

ROBERTS: Higher food standards cost 
money. Are we willing to pay for them?

→FROM 11 your food?
We saw it here 

with the pandemic. 
Images of immi-
grant workers 
coming here and 
getting sick were 
gut wrenching. 

Higher stan-
dards cost money. 
At some point, 
those costs will 
get passed onto 
consumers. The 
onus will be on the 
sector to explain 
how its higher 
regard for human 
welfare impacts 
the price of food. 
But if it’s some-
thing people really 
care about and 
really want, they’ll 
pay for it.

For Sale
5500LB LIFTRITE 
PUMP CARTS. 27"W X 
48"l, 1 brand new $325 
+ hst and 1 one year old 
$250 + hst. Call George 
519-574-4141.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Farm 
Services

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking  
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Farm 
Equipment

FOR SALE, 1972 JOHN 
D E E R E  4 0 2 0 , 
synchro, side console, 
10,200hrs, $15000. 
Dion forage wagon 
LH, working order but 
needs TLC, $1500. 
New Holland 718 
forage Harvestor, 
working order $1500. 
519-577-4765

FOR SALE, PARTING 
OUT TIESTALL MILK-
ing equipment, some 
2" line, and 2.5" line. 
2" receiver jar with 
pump and motor. Track 
carrier system for 
milkers, for 54 stalls. 4 
Boumatic Flowstar Max 
claws. Tiestall headrail 
raised brackets. 30 
gallon sink. Millbank 
519-577-4765

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or email  
ron.spncr@gmail.com

TIRES - AUTOMOTIVE/
LIGHT TRUCK SALES, 
balance, install. New 
and used rims, Dura-
Max $12,900 o.b.o. 
Odyssey $7200 o.b.o. 
226-921-1354.

Rentals
APARTMENT FOR 
RENT IN ELMIRA. 
Available Feb 1,2021. 
Newly renovated 
apartment on the 
second floor of a 
tri-plex (stair access 
only) $1450 per month 
+ utilities. 2 bedroom 
+ small den/storage 
space, 1 bathroom, 
laundry facilities within 
unit, includes fridge, 
stove, dishwasher and 
microwave. Central air 
conditioning and gas 
heating. Small balcony 
off kitchen, one parking 
space at back of build-
ing. No smoking and no 
pets permitted. Serious 
inquires please call 
519-504-9077 or email  
stjmlee4@gmail.com 
to view.

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.

Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions 

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management Reach local people at the 
right time every week.
15,000 Observers are delivered to homes in Woolwich,  
Wellesley and Waterloo.  

Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out how your business can book this space.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

NOTICE OF INTENT TO PASS A BY-LAW TO 
REMOVE A HOLDING PROVISION FROM 
THOSE LANDS LOCATED At 33 FRONT 

STREET, ST. JACOBS 

Zone Change Application 12/ 2020
Virtual Committee of the Whole Meeting 
Tuesday, February 9, 2021 at 7 p.m. and

Virtual Council Meeting
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 at 7 pm

Please note these will be virtual meetings only and public attendance at the Township offices will 
not be permitted.  Below is information on how you can view or participate in the meetings.  You 
may also contact Development Services staff by sending an email to planning@woolwich.ca or by 
phone at 519-669-6033 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the meeting as follows:

VIEW the Committee of the Whole or Council meeting livestream on the Woolwich Township Youtube 
channel at the following link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ ;

PARTICIPATE in the Committee of the Whole meeting by registering with the Committee Clerk on or 
before 4:30 pm on Thursday February 4, 2021.  To register please:

• email asmyth@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6004; or

• visit www.woolwich.ca/delegations for more information on speaking before the Committee 
and to register through the online delegation request form.

When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email and information related to the 
property / application you would like to comment on.  Once you are registered the Deputy Clerk will forward 
information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).

If you are concerned that you do not have access to phone or internet or are otherwise concerned about 
the reliability of your signal, please ensure that you submit written comments. Written comments do 
not negate your opportunity to also speak at the meeting but do ensure your voice is heard should your 
electronic connection to the meeting not work.

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and have 
the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the Deputy Clerk. You will 
not be required to speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access 
to the virtual meeting, we know which application you are 
commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time to 
comment if you wish to do so.  As it is virtual, registering will 
provide a level of security that is necessary to prevent unwanted 
guests from disrupting the meeting.

NOTICE OF INTENT
The Township is considering removing the Holding Provision (H) 
applied to the zoning of the lands at 33 Front Street, St. Jacobs 
(see Map 1).  The subject lands are zoned Residential – Multiple 
with Design Guidelines/Holding Provision with site specific provisions (R-7A(H)). The Holding 
Provision (H) prohibits development of the property until such time as the Township is satisfied 
that:

• a Record of Site Condition was filed with the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks;

• the Regional Municipality of Waterloo has waived the requirement; and

• that an appropriate storm water drainage option has been finalized.

The Township is satisfied that the above-noted requirements have been met. The removal of the 
Holding provision will allow the development of a senior’s apartment building by way of site plan 
submission and approval.

Township Committee of the Whole will consider the request to remove the Holding Provision (H) on 
Tuesday, February 9, 2021 and Council will consider the Committee’s decision on Tuesday, February 
23, 2021.  The earliest date that Council can pass a By-law to remove the Holding Provision (H) 
would be February 23, 2021.

For further information regarding this By-law, please contact Rino Dal Bello, Senior Planner at 519-
669-6033 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6033.

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 28th day of January, 2021.

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Office 
The Township office is closed to walk-in public traffic until provincial orders 
allow for this facility to reopen.  Business will continue and services can be 
accessed through our website, by email or by telephone.  Appointments can be 
made if deemed critical. There is a drop box located at the side of our building 
along Maple Street, which offers a contactless option for dropping off payments, 
building permits or documents. We will be accepting water samples for drop off 
weekly on Tuesdays, please call the phone number posted on the front door and 
a staff member will assist you.
For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call  
519-669-1647. For health information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

To view current media releases or to stay informed the township’s response to COVID-19, 
visit: www.Woolwich.ca/COVID19 

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation programs and facilities
The Township of Woolwich recreation facilities are closed and all rentals and programs within 
these facilities are cancelled pending continued monitoring of provincial regulations.  

Residents are encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying our many parks and 
trails or visiting our website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, virtual fitness and 
other activities to keep you engaged this winter.

Woolwich Seniors Association:  Older Adults 55+ are encouraged to stay active and 
connected from home.  Free, virtual programs, such as, Bone Fit, The Great Brain Workout, 
Coffee Social Speaker Series, Health and Wellness Workshops, and Trivia, are offered.  Check 
the website for updates at www.woolwichseniors.ca or email contact@woolwichseniors.ca.

Family Day Virtual Event 
The 4 Townships in Waterloo Region are hosting a virtual event for your family to enjoy from 
the comfort of your home. A complete list of programs and a link to access this FREE event 
will be available soon on our website and social media accounts. 

Local Business Resources  
A reminder that the Province’s stay at home order is still in effect and is anticipated to be 
in place until at least Thursday, February 11, 2021. You can find out if your business is 
allowed to be open on Ontario’s business guidelines on the Enhancing Public Health and 
Workplace Safety Measures in the Provincewide Shutdown document online or by calling The 
Region of Waterloo By-Law. Ontario’s $20,000 small business grant is open for applications 
and can be accessed online at www.ontario.ca/page/businesses-get-help-covid-19-costs. 
For Federal COVID-19 support programs, visit www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/
economic-response-plan.html#businesses. 

Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business! For more 
information about government programs and other business supports call 519-669-6020 
or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. 
Children under five and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. 
Please be kind to those unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call  
519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
Building immunity takes time. Until vaccines are widely available, we need to continue 
COVID-19 safety precautions to keep everyone safe. For more info visit regionofwaterloo.ca/
COVID19vaccine 
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3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Expect to be impressed with this immaculate 4 bedroom, 
fully updated, raised bungalow.  Nestled on a quiet court in 
Elmira's Birdland, this home might just be what you have 
been waiting for! So many features including a Chervin 
kitchen equipped with quartz countertops and newer 
stainless steel appliances. Working from home these days? 
The lower level is all set up with a Chervin built-in office area, 
newer flooring, gas fireplace, an updated bathroom, a 
bedroom and a bonus room currently being used as a play 
room. The outstanding backyard will have you never wanting 
to leave with the covered composite deck including a built-in 
kitchen area, gas bbq, possibility for a hot tub and lots of yard $720,000$720,000

for playing!!! Exterior updated in 2020 with siding, eaves, soffits, fascia, gutter guard and garage door. 
Concrete driveway can easily fit 4 vehicles, 200-amp service with a 30-amp receptacle for RV/Camper, 
a generator port, and attic insulation recently topped up. It really can't get any better than this, call us 
today to preview this home!

SOLD

$439,900$439,900

Built in 2011, this 3 bedroom, semi detached home is 
situated in the growing and desired community of Drayton. 
The main floor has a powder room and an open layout with a 
large kitchen, dining room and living room looking out over 
fields of green. Walk out from the dining room to the large 
deck and fully fenced yard. With the upper floor offering 
good-sized bedrooms and a 4-piece bathroom the space 
easily provides for a growing family. The basement is 
awaiting your finishing touches and creativity with a 
bathroom rough in and laundry area. Kitchen appliances 
including a new fridge included, driveway can fit 2 vehicles, 
plus one in the garage, newer fence and deck. You won't 
want to miss out on this one!!!

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

McCormick, Edna
Peacefully passed away on Monday, 
January 25, 2021 at Heritage House, 
St. Jacobs at the age of 86. Beloved 
wife of the late Ken McCormick (1991). 
Dear mother of Susan (Paul Purser), 
Bill (Marilyn Lee), and Linda (Brian 
Martin). Loved grandmother of Kevin 
(Mandy) Martin, Jesse (Brennan) 
Martin, Matthew McCormick and 
great-grandmother of Abigail, 
Avalon, and Aurora Martin. Sister of 
Norma (Jim Hanley), and sister-in-
law of MaryLou Armstrong, Robert 
and Doreen McCormick, Patricia 
McCormick, and Joyce and Don 
Zinger. Predeceased by her parents 
Christian and Veronica (Herrfort) 
Zehr, and brother John Zehr. A special 
thanks to Dr. Laura Gregor at Grand 
River Hospital Dialysis Unit and  
Dr. Peter Whitby and the wonderful 
staff at Derbecker’s Heritage House for 
their excellent care and compassion. 
At Edna’s request cremation has taken 
place. There will be no funeral home 
visitation. A memorial service will be 
held at a later date. In Edna’s memory, 
donations to Diabetes Canada or 
Heart and Stroke Foundation would 
be appreciated as expressions of 
sympathy, and can be made through 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary 

20 SUNSET PLACE 
Great opportunity to own property on a quiet crescent in Elmira. 
3bd 1 5pc bath 2 1/2 bath 3 living room equals lots of space to 
spreadout!  Many recent upgrades and tastefully decorated, 
makes this home move in ready. Don't miss out on this charming 
family home. It won't last!

Melanie
Beisel

SALES REPRESENTATIVE519-590-0835 • mbeisel@royallepage.ca 

$649,900

NEW LISTING!

GOODYEAR, Anne Theresa (nee MacKay)  
1937 - 2021

P a s s e d  away  p e a c e f u l l y,  a f t e r  a  b r i e f  i l l n e s s 
at  St .  M ar y ’s  G eneral  Ho spital ,  Kitchener  on 
T h u r s d ay,  Ja n u a r y  2 1 ,  2 02 1 ,a t  t h e  a g e  o f  8 3. 
Anne was the beloved daughter of the late Alexander 
MacKay and Flora Scullion.  She is predeceased by all 
her siblings, John, Mary, Catherine and Edward MacKay. 
She will be missed by brothers-in-law and sisters-in-
law, Jack Goodyear (Marilyn), Marie Rhodes (Doug) 
and their families.  Kind aunt to Diane, Brian, Bradley, 
Bobby, Kathleen, Allison, Stephanie and their families.  
Anne met her husband Jim while they were both teachers 
at St. Louis Catholic School in Waterloo. The city girl 
took the leap,moved down on the farm and she has been 
Jim’s devoted wife and creative partner in life, crime, 
teaching and farming since their marriage in 1964. 
She was a wonderful loving mother to Mike (Darlene), Marne, 
Paul, Pete (Heidi) and Greg (Kelly). We will miss the love, 
support, strong faith, and courage of conviction she showed 
us, as the heart of our family. And anyone who heard it, will 
miss her laugh. Anne’s grandchildren Brady, Stephanie, 
Kyle, Zack, Kaylee, Carson, Emily and MacKenzie will miss 
their doting Grandma Anne. There were always lots of hugs, 
funand yummy treats of hot chocolate, butterscotch pudding, 
tomato soup and grilled cheese whenever they came to visit.
Anne’s secret butter tart recipe goes with her to heaven.  
We would like to acknowledge the professionals who gave 
their skill and support to Anne and Jim, especially during the 
challenges of the past year in pandemic.  To their neighbours 
for their friendship and acts of kindness, especially during 
the past week. A heartfelt thank you to Dr. Scott Wright for 
his availability, advice and support. Drs. Grosso and Bayley 
for their orthopedic surgical skills which kept mom mobile, 
and Jere Bukich for his motivational physiotherapy visits. 
Dr. Dyck and Dr. El Boreky and the emergency room doctors 
who cared for Anne during the past week; the fifth floor 
nursing team, Crystal, Robin, Hayley, Alisha, Davis, Kelsey, 
Shija, Grace and countless other nurses and technicians 
for their skill and the compassion they showed Anne 
and her family. The spiritual team at St. Mary’s General 
Hospital, Greta and Father Murray McDermott for their 
visits and spiritual care of our mother during our past week. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, to attend the visitation for 
Anne, personal face coverings are required, and relatives and 
friends must register (RSVP) by calling the funeral home at  
519-745-8445. Visitation was held at the Erb & Good Family 
Funeral Home, 171 King St. S., Waterloo on Sunday, January 24, 
2021, from 2 – 4 p.m. and 6 – 8 p.m.  The private family funeral 
service was held at St. Agatha RC Church on Monday, January 
25, 2021,at 11:00 a.m., with Rev. David Butler officiating.  
The family invites you to join the funeral service through 
the live-stream link. This is available on Anne’s obituary 
page at www.erbgood.com. A private family interment will 
immediately follow the mass at St. Agatha RC Cemetery. 
Condolences for the family and donations to the Alzheimer 
Society, Grand River Regional Cancer Centre, St. Mary’s 
General Hospital, or a charity of one’s choice may be arranged 
by contacting the funeral home at www.erbgood.com or 
519-745-8445.

 ❖ www.erbgood.com

Obituary 
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Minimum down  
payment for buying  
homes in Canada 

 � $500,000 purchase price or less is 5% 
 � $500,000 to $999,999 purchase price is 5% for 

the first $500,000 and 10% for the remaining
 � $1 million + purchase price is 20% 

Burkhart, Ivan
Peacefully passed away on Tuesday, 
January 26, 2021 at St. Mary’s General 
Hospital at the age of 97. Dear brother 
of Ibrey Burkhart of Kitchener, and 
Nancy Bolton of Grand Prairie, AB. 
Ivan is lovingly remembered by his 
nieces, nephews and their families. 
Predeceased by his parents Peter 
and Rebecca (Bauman) Burkhart, 
brothers Owen, Sylvester, Allen 
and Ozias. A special thank you to 
Chartwell Retirement Staff and St. 
Mary’s Hospital for the wonderful 
and compassionate care shown to 
Ivan. There will be no funeral home 
visitation. A family service will be 
held at 1 p.m. on Saturday, January 
30, 2021 at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira with interment to 
follow in Elmira Union Cemetery. 
In Ivan’s memory donations to  
St. Mary’s Hospital Foundation 
would be appreciated as expressions 
of sympathy.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com
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Brown, Betty Patricia 
 March 9, 1928- January 22, 2021
The family of Betty Brown is 
heartbroken to announce her passing 
on Friday, January 22, 2021 at St 
Mary’s Hospital, due to complications 
from Covid 19. Dearest mother of Pat 
(John) Scherrer and Susan Venning. 
Loving Nan to seven grandsons: 
Andrew (Mary-Anne) Scherrer, 
Edward Scherrer (Paola Garcia), Peter 
Scherrer,  Joshua Gorle, Jordan Gorle, 
Simon (Valerie) Gorle and Benjamin 
Venning, and five great-grandchildren: 
Samantha Gorle, Daman and Keegan 
Gorle, Julianna and Sophia Gorle. 
Betty is survived by two nephews 
and three nieces. She will be fondly 
remembered by her eldest nephew 
and friend, Ron Arthurs, and by John 
Scherrer’s family. Predeceased by 
her parents Doris Lavinia (Cooper) 
and Laddie Domosly, sisters Bernice 
Arthurs and June Hawkins, Pat and 
Susan’s father Jack Brown, son-in-law 
Roger Venning, and nephew Stephen 
Arthurs.  Betty retired in 1993 after 
several enjoyable years in the UW Civil 
Engineering Department. Mom had a 
beautiful smile, an inquisitive mind 
and a delightful sense of humour. She 
loved sports broadcasts, especially 
curling and Blue Jays baseball. She 
kept track of the traffic and weather 
for all of us on CP24. Wearing her pink 
Kate Spade glasses, colourful scarves, 
and accents of sparkle and bling, 
she had a great sense of style. She 
loved animals, especially her rescue 
dog ‘Bob’, a good game of bridge, 
crossword puzzles, Betty Boop, Giant 
Tiger, cookies, butter pecan ice cream, 
English mints, and Robert Redford 
(not necessarily in that order). Betty 
loved visitors and always said the 
same words when we left, “Be careful 
going home, babe. Call me when you 
get there.’  We will love and miss 
her forever. In keeping with Betty’s 
wishes, there will be no visitation or 
service. Cremation has taken place, 
and a private interment will take 
place in Belleville at a later date. The 
family is very grateful to the nursing 
staff and doctors on the 6th floor at 
St Mary’s General Hospital for their 
wonderful care and compassion. You 
are all heroes. Memorial donations 
to either the St Mary’s Hospital 
Foundation or the K-W Humane 
Society would be appreciated and 
may be placed through the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary 

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Koebel, David Albert 
October 18, 1957 – January 24, 2021

Passed away peacefully after a long 
hard-fought battle with cancer, on 
Sunday, January 24, 2021 at Hospice 
Wellington with his wife Dawn 
(Wilken) of 37 years by his side, 
holding his hand. Cherished dad to 
Stephanie (Mike) Pettley, and Shannon 
(Brad) Frey. Proud and beloved papa 
to Zachary, Brooklyn, and Hudson 
all of Elmira. Much loved brother 
and friend to Gary (Cathy) Koebel of 
Ottawa, Ron Koebel of Calgary, Doug 
Koebel of Waterloo, and Glenn Koebel 
of Waterloo. Deeply loved brother-in-
law of Deb (Hans) Nuys of Elmira, Brad 
(Janice) Wilken of Guelph, and Donna 
(Joe) Vervoort of Elmira. Dave will be 
missed by his numerous nieces and 
nephews. Predeceased by his parents 
Robert and Catherine Koebel, his 
in-laws Ken and Shirley Wilken and 
dear brother Richard Koebel. Dave had 
his own successful small landscaping 
company for over 20 years and was a 
skilled handy- man on the side. He 
took great pride in his work and many 
customers became his friends. He lived 
his life to the fullest and had many 
hobbies and passions. Dave played 
baseball, golf, loved fishing, darts, 
cribbage, euchre, and many board 
games. Every weekend was filled with 
family and friends gathered around 
the pool for a BBQ and fire, or indoors 
for potluck and game nights. His home 
was truly always open to everyone and 
filled with love and laughter. Dave had 
such a sense of humor and quick wit 
that made it impossible not to want to 
be his friend. We cherish all the family 
get-togethers and countless vacations 
to Florida, Myrtle Beach and Port 
Elgin. However, his true heart and soul 
belonged to his family. He adored and 
cherished his daughters, sons-in-law, 
and grandchildren, and was so proud 
of their accomplishments and family 
values. Zachary, Brooklyn and Hudson 
were the light of his life and he loved 
them all the way to the moon and back 
again. Our world truly will never be 
the same without our husband, father, 
and papa. See you in our dreams, until 
we meet again. Thank you to Grand 
River Hospital, Juravinski Cancer 
Centre, and Hospice Wellington for 
their kind and compassionate care. 
At Dave’s request cremation has taken 
place. There will be no funeral home 
visitation. A family memorial service 
will be held on Friday, January 29, 
2021 at 1 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. The 
memorial service will be live streamed 
and can be accessed on the funeral 
home website. In Dave’s memory, 
donations to Hospice Wellington 
would be appreciated as expressions 
of sympathy.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary 

Brubacher, Selina
Went home into the presence of her 
Lord Jesus on Thursday, January 21, 
2021 in her 102nd year. Selina was 
born to Amos and Lovina Weber on 
November 5, 1919 in Waterloo. Selina 
met her husband Tobias Brubacher 
in 1939. They married three years 
later and had six children, Adele 
Martin (Laverne), Marlin, Lee (Jan), 
Del (Carol), Wally (Lynnette), and 
Clare (Bonnie). She is survived by 
her 15 grandchildren, 24 great-
grandchildren, brother Amos (Grace) 
Weber, sisters Lydia Freeman and 
Martha Eby, and sister-in-law 
Marcella Martin. In addition to being 
a dedicated and loving mother, 
Selina loved working in her garden 
and making amazing quilts. She 
stayed actively involved in numerous 
church fundraising projects like the 
New Hamburg Relief Sale where she 
organized quilting and pie baking 
and various volunteer roles with 
the Markham Mennonite Church. 
Throughout her entire life, she held 
an unwavering faith in God which she 
shared with those who surrounded 
her. Selina was predeceased by her 
husband Tobias (1997), parents 
Amos and Lovina, brothers Clayton, 
Ivan and Lloyd, and sisters Susanna 
Freeman and Irene (Henry) Martin. 
Visitation was held from 2-5 p.m. 
on Sunday, January 24, 2021 at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira.  A private family service 
was held on Monday, January 25, 2021 
with interment to follow in Martin 
Mennonite Cemetery.
 “See, I am sending an angel ahead of 
you to guard you along the way and to 
bring you to the place I have prepared.” 

Exodus 23:20

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Robert Wayne 
Lichty 

In loving memory of a dear 
Husband, Dad and Grandpa  

who left us 1 year ago, 
 January 28, 2020.

Your presence is missed
Your memory we treasure

Loving you always 
Forgetting you never.

 
Lovingly remembered by his wife 

Sherry, Erika, John, Dakota, 
Makenna, Kiera, Delaney Pinkerton, 

Chris, Tammy and Liam Lichty.

Obituary 

In Memoriam

Family Album  
Continued From Page 19

MARTIN, PAUL W. - PASSED AWAY ON SATUR-
DAY, JANUARY 23, 2021 AT HIS RESIDENCE IN 
RR 1, Elmira at the age of 51 years.

MARTIN, SARAH - SARAH (FREY) MARTIN 
PASSED AWAY PEACEFULLY AT HER HOME IN 
Brussels on Saturday, January 23, 2021, at the 
age of 78 years.

URQUHART, REV. MARK - MARK NORMAN 
URQUHART PASSED AWAY PEACEFULLY AT 
Grand River Hospital on Saturday, January 23, 
2021.Rev. Mark Urquhart was born October 
29,1958.

Death Notices

Obituary 

MacDonald, Gerald Alphonse “Al”
Peacefully passed away on Saturday, 
January 16, 2021 at his home in Elmira 
at the age of 90 years. Beloved husband 
of the late Patricia (Dolson) MacDonald 
(2010). Survived by his daughter-in-law 
Kasey MacDonald, son-in-law Mark 
Blasman, grandchildren David, Tara, 
Jenna, and Joshua Blasman; Jason 
(Ashley), Kris and Jessica MacDonald, 
and great-grandchildren Nixon, 
Spencer and Connor. Predeceased 
by his parents John A. and Florence 
(De-Coste) MacDonald, daughter 
Andrea (2006), and son Grant (2016). 
A special thank you to Al’s neighbours 
for the concern, support and care. Al 
was a poet, artist and musician, and 
always put others ahead of himself. 
At Al’s request, cremation has taken 
place. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to Grand River Regional 
Cancer Centre would be appreciated.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary 

Freeman, Leah
Passed away peacefully on Tuesday, 
January 26, 2021 at Barnswallow 
Place, Elmira, at the age of 94. Dear 
mother of Dorothy Sittler of Windsor, 
Beatrice (Arlen) Laro of Drumbo, Willy 
Freeman (Beth Wink) of Lisle, Bob 
(Mayi) Freeman of Surrey, BC, Florence 
(Paul) Geisel of Wallenstein, Mildred 
Freeman Rieder (David Rieder), Omar 
Freeman, both of Elmira, Eleanor 
Freeman, and Lorraine Ziegler of 
St. Agatha. Loved grandmother 
of 15 grandchildren and 16 great-
grandchildren. Survived by brother 
John Brubacher, sisters-in-law Adline 
Brubacher and Lydia Freeman, many 
nieces, nephews, and their families. 
Predeceased by her parents John K. 
and Leah (Martin) Brubacher, brothers 
Elias and Abe, sisters Mary Freeman 
and Susannah MacNeil. Public 
visitation will be held on Sunday, 
January 31, 2021 from 1-5 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. Please call the funeral 
home at 519-669-2207 to register your 
attendance. Masks are mandatory, 
please remain in your vehicle until 
an attendant invites you in. A private 
family service will be held on Monday, 
February 1, 2021 at 2 p.m. and will be 
livestreamed to Leah’s tribute page of 
the funeral home website. Interment 
in Elmira Mennonite Cemetery. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations 
to MCC or Community Care Concepts 
would be appreciated.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com
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Living Here The Grand River Conservation Authority 
has a new chair and vice-chair. Chris White, 
Mayor of Guelph-Eramosa Township and 
Wellington County councillor, has been 
appointed chair. Sue Foxton, Mayor of North 
Dumfries Township, has been appointed 
vice-chair. They were appointed by the 
GRCA board Jan. 22. 

The United Way Waterloo Region Commu-
nities (UWWRC) last week announced it’s 
providing $560,000 in funding to 30 orga-
nizations, including Woolwich Counselling 
Centre, under the federal government’s 
Emergency Community Support Fund 
(ECSF). Those funds are on top of the $1.2 
million issued in the first round last summer.

New GRCA chair Funding for non-profits

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Akeim
Akeim is our technician apprentice and has been with us for 4 months. 

He lives on a farm near Puslinch with his wife and 2 daughters. Soccer 

is a favorite sport of his. He had the privilege of playing on the National 

Antigua Soccer Team. A hobby of Akeim’s is mixing drinks for friends. 

 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: Will 
taking care of my teeth 
help prevent heart dis-
ease?

ANSWER: Some research 
suggests that heart 
disease, clogged arteries 
and stroke could be linked 
to the inflammations 
and infections that oral 
bacteria can cause. Based 
on that evidence, there 
appears to be an associa-
tion between oral health 
and heart disease. But the 
association is not well-un-
derstood. While taking 
care of your teeth isn't a 
proven way to prevent 

Association between oral health, heart disease not well-understood
health. Oral care starts 
with regular self-care at 
home, including brush-
ing and flossing. Brush 
your teeth two or three 
times a day for at least 
two minutes each time. 
An electric toothbrush 
can be particularly useful 
in removing plaque from 
the gums, which can help 
improve gum health.

Floss your teeth at least 
once a day. Daily flossing 
is important because it 
removes plaque that you 
can't reach with the bris-
tles of your toothbrush, 
particularly plaque that 

heart disease, remov-
ing bacteria from your 
teeth and gums through 
brushing, flossing and 
dental checkups is a sound 
investment in your health.

Potential links between 
oral health and the health 
of the rest of your body has 
been studied for decades. 
Over the years, investi-
gators have found some 
evidence that people who 
have advanced periodon-
tal disease – a condition 

that involves gum inflam-
mation and infection – 
tend to have higher rates 
of diseases such as diabe-
tes, head and neck cancer, 
heart disease and cardio-
vascular (coronary artery) 
disease. But the research 
has never established a 
clear cause-and-effect 
relationship between poor 
oral health and any of 
those diseases.

One recent study found 
that people who said they 
brushed their teeth at 
least twice a day for two 
minutes or longer had a 
lower rate of abnormal 
heart rhythms and heart 

failure than people who 
did not brush that often. 
While again there was 
no evidence that poor 
oral health caused those 
heart problems – or that 
good oral health habits 
prevented them – it could 
point the way to more 
focused research on 
this topic that may help 
explain the link.

For example, a bacte-
rium called Porphy-
romonas gingivalis, 
commonly found in 
people with advanced 
periodontal disease, has 
been shown to raise blood 
cholesterol levels and 

affect blood pressure. 
This bacterium also has 
been linked to an increase 
in C-reactive protein, 
which rises when there's 
inflammation in the 
body and is commonly 
found in people who have 
cardiovascular disease. A 
well-controlled clinical 
study may be able to shed 
more light on the connec-
tion among bacteria, oral 
health and heart disease.

Although there is no 
evidence that spells out 
the specific link between 
oral health and heart 
disease, good oral care is 
important to your overall 

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

IT WAS JUST TWO 
WEEKS ago when Dave 
Ellis, a Grade 4 teacher 
at John Mahood Public 
School, gave his students 
a Genius Hour Project, 
asking them to dive into a 
topic about which they are 
interested or passionate. 
Students were asked to 
research, create, and share 
information related to 
their topic of choice to the 
class, while broadening 
their horizon on some-
thing which may inspire 
them. 

Going beyond the class-
room, one of his students 
created a fundraiser to 
help benefit a wildlife 
organization,  a first in the 
three years Ellis has been 
carrying out the exercise.

Josie Gollek took the 

Student takes the cause 
beyond the classroom
Josie Gollek parlays school project into a fundraising effort 
that’s so far raised $1,600 for a wildlife rescue operation

→ MAYO CLINIC 23

Josie Gollek went above and beyond in taking on a challenge from her Grade 4 teacher at Elmira's 
John Mahood PS, raising money for a wildlife sanctuary. Sean Heeger

creation portion of her 
assignment further and 
put something forward in 
the form of a GoFundMe 
campaign, raising money 
for Soper Creek Wildlife 
Rescue. Feeding off of her 
love for animals, Josie 
chose the cause for her 
project because she hopes 
to one day work for an 
organization like Soper 
Creek.

“I [wanted] to pick 
wildlife rescue because 
I want to be a wildlife 
rescuer when I grow up. 
So, I wanted to do it so I 
can learn more about it,” 
said Josie. 

She says she did a fund-
raiser for part of her proj-
ect because she wanted 
to help the animals and 
give back to Soper Creek, 
a sanctuary in Durham 
Region.

“I wanted to do a fund-

raiser for Soper Creek 
Wildlife Rescue because 
that is my favourite wild-
life rescue place. They 
have lots of birds of prey 
that are coming in, and 
they need money to get 
stuff to help them.”

Josie started out with a 
goal of $250, however, she 
very quickly surpassed 
that – raising more than 
$1,600 thus far – and 
her goal currently sits at 
$2,500.

Her mother, Cynthia 
McDonald, says Josie did a 
lot of research into wildlife 
rescue organizations and 
when she found Soper 
Creek, she realized they 
not only house animals 
that could not be released 
back into the wild, but 
they also had many of her 
favourite animals. She says 
Josie has also had a lot of 

→ABOVE AND BEYOND  24
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 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com
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Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Halibut puttanesca 
adds big flavour 

 to mild fish fillets 

We're always on the 
lookout for ways 

to bring bold, exciting 
flavours to our weeknight 
dinners. Enter halibut 
puttanesca, a dish of mild 
fish simmered in a tomato 
sauce that's punched up 
with spicy pepper flakes, 
garlic, briny olives and 
capers, and plenty of 
savoury anchovies.

For an easy-to-make 
version, we skipped 
pan-searing the fish, 
which often causes the 
fragile fillets to stick to 
the pan and flake apart. 
Instead we sauteed shallot, 
garlic, anchovies, oregano 
and red pepper flakes in 
the skillet; added canned 
tomatoes; and then 
nestled the halibut fillets 
into the pan of sauce.

Cooking on the stove-
top worked, but we found 
it easier to maintain an 
even, gentle heat (so as 
not to overcook the fish) 
by moving the skillet to 
the oven. The tomato 
sauce slowly reduced as 
it cooked, concentrat-

ing its flavor. And this 
gentle approach made for 
halibut that not only held 
its shape but also stayed 
moist. We also found that 
other fish varieties such as 
cod and haddock worked 
just as well with this 
forgiving method – as long 
as the fillets were similarly 
sized and 1 inch thick.

A mixture of Kalamata 
olives and capers added 
pops of savoury saltiness 
to the sauce. As for the 
anchovies, our tasters 
clamoured for more, so we 
slowly added them, test 
by test, until we'd used 
the whole 2-ounce can. 
It sounds like a lot – and 
it is – but the anchovies 
mellow in the sauce and 
give it an incredible depth 
of flavour. A shower of 
parsley before serving 
added freshness and 
colour to this bold, simple 
supper.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Halibut Puttanesca
 ▢ 4 (6- to 8-ounce) 

skinless center-cut hali-
but fillets, 1 inch thick

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon table salt

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon pepper

 ▢ 1/4 cup extra-virgin 
olive oil, plus extra for 
drizzling

 ▢ 1 shallot, minced

 ▢ 5 garlic cloves, sliced 
thin

 ▢ 1 (2-ounce) can 
anchovies, drained and 

chopped

 ▢ 2 teaspoons dried 
oregano

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon red 
pepper flakes

 ▢ 1 (14.5-ounce) can 
diced tomatoes

 ▢ 1/2 cup pitted Kala-
mata olives

 ▢ 1/4 cup capers, rinsed

 ▢ 1/4 cup fresh parsley 
leaves

1. Adjust oven rack 
to the middle posi-
tion and heat the 
oven to 375 degrees. 
Sprinkle halibut with 
salt and pepper; set 
aside. Add oil, shallot, 
garlic, anchovies, 
oregano and pepper 
flakes to a 12-inch 
oven-safe nonstick 
skillet and cook 
over medium-low 
heat until fragrant 
and shallot softens, 
about 4 minutes.

2.  Stir in tomatoes 
and their juice, olives 
and capers. Nestle 
halibut into sauce and 
bring to a simmer over 
medium-high heat. 
Transfer skillet to oven 
and bake until fish 
registers 135 degrees, 

13 to 16 minutes.

3. Using a spatula, 
transfer halibut to 
a platter. Stir sauce 
to recombine, then 
spoon over halibut. 
Sprinkle with parsley 
and drizzle with extra 
oil. Serve. 
 
Recipe notes: We do 
not drain the canned 
tomatoes before 
adding them to the 
sauce. One 2-ounce 
can of anchovies 
equals roughly 1 1/2 
tablespoons once 
chopped. You can 
substitute other types 
of white fish, such 
as cod, haddock and 
hake, for the hali-
but, if desired. Serve 
with crusty bread.

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28
 ▢ Detoxification for General Health. Virtually using 

Zoom at 1:30 p.m. Woolwich Community Health 
Centre Health Education. Learn naturopathic 
approaches to cleansing by fasting, nutritional and 
herbal supplementation. Facilitated by Dr. Raza Shah, 
St. Jacobs Naturopathic Clinic. To register email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca or call 519-664-3794.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30
 ▢ Spaghetti Dinner, take out only, at  the Royal Cana-

dian Legion Elmira, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Menu: 
Spaghetti with meat sauce, ceasar salad, roll, dessert 
$13. per person. Order in advance call Robin Hiebert 
519-897-1618.

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Wool-
wich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide 
one-time financial support to an applicant. 
However, we realize that no two cases are 
the same. Unique situations may require 
further support that otherwise would not 
be accessible for the ongoing needs of the 
individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and 
funds that may be able to support and/or 
provide for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an 
application process are in place, it should 
be noted that in unique, complex, crisis 
and acute circumstances funds may be 
provided at the discretion of the Fund 
Review Committee, assuming the core 
criteria of the fund are met.

Access  is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of  

             Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.    Woolwich Community Services
3.    Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:   
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 
Community Care Concepts

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND: 
RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL NEEDS
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ACROSS
1. Gone, the way, and by
3. Specialized 

connective tissue
10. Garage job
13. Make slightly acidic
19. Monk's-hood
20. One who teachers
21. Soviet ballistic missile
22. Combine
23. Become attached
24. Congratulations, 

of a sort
26. Nada
27. "Dilbert" cartoonist 

Scott Adams has 
one: Abbr.

28. Modify
32. Criticize, slangily
34. Common to 

feline and rug
35. 100 stotinki
38. 1973 Supreme Court 

decision name
39. Packed firmly
41. Big hit

42. Bowery bum
43. Begin
44. Clobber
45. proclaiming loudly
47. One of the Seven 

Dwarfs
48. Pilot's announcement, 

briefly
49. Clobber
52. Cousin of an ostrich
53. Breaks
54. Lump in yarn
55. BBs, e.g.
56. Bug someone, e.g.

DOWN
1. Insulting a deity
2. "The Beast of ___ Flats" 

(1961 sci-fi bomb)
4. Contents of some banks
5. Decorated, as a cake
6. Circular ratio
7. "___ to Joy"
8. Africa's largest country
9. Explain

11. Match
12. Bankrupt
14. Accustomed to 

a climate
15. Besmirch
16. Big-ticket ___
17. "I'm impressed!"
18. "Super!"
25. Copy cats?
29. Brahman, e.g.
30. Dig, so to speak
31. Arrangement
33. Nautical pole
35. Lucy drug
36. Pump that creates 

a vacuum
37. "Shoot!"
39. Kitchen meas.
40. "Empedocles on ___" 

(Matthew Arnold poem)
46. Oh __!
50. Spheres
51. Transport child
53. Fed. property overseer

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword 
is only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

 ↆ X - W O R D

 ↆ S U D O K U

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 8am - 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Journey through Grief to Hope- 

Transforming Grief to Hope

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Marian & Erv Wiens preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE
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Observer photographs online or in print
are all available for purchasing a reprint.
ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

FROM PAPER
TO PRINT

5x7
$11 2nd Print 

only $5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only $7.50

4x6
$92nd Print 

only $4.50

We Are All In This Together — Keep Safe!

LetUsFloorYou.ca  |  Flooring You Since 1995

1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements • 519-699-5411

St. Clements
Heart & Home

Paul Wagler

The Country Store
with the City Stock.

We have lots of paint
and stock flooring for
those projects you’ve
been wating to get to.

Call us and get
started.

START YOUR
“HONEY-DO”

LIST NOW

We can deliver
samples or product

to your porch
or door.
Call Us.

CHECK
OUT OUR
SAMPLES

As of Dec 28 our 
store will not allow
customers to enter.
Call ahead to arrange 

your order - you can then 
pick it up in the parking

lot or we can 
arrange delivery.

WE
ARE HERE
FOR YOU.

KITCHEN
DESIGNS

Let’s start planning
to transform your
kitchen. Let’s talk
and work out the

details now.

builds up on the sides 
of the teeth and in the 
trough between your teeth 
and gums. It's in those 
areas that bacteria such 
as P. gingivalis accumu-
late. If left unchecked, 
oral bacteria can lead to 
chronic inflammation and 
potential tooth loss.

You also should get 
a professional dental 
cleaning and checkup at 
least once a year, includ-
ing annual oral X-rays to 
assess the health of your 
teeth and the bone that 
supports them. An annual 
exam enables your dental 
provider to identify oral 
health concerns when they 
are still in the early stages 
and can be more easily 
managed and treated.

While there's no defin-
itive correlation between 
taking care of your teeth 
and preventing heart 
disease at this point, 
there's no question that 
incorporating good oral 
habits into your daily 
routine is an integral part 
of a healthy lifestyle.

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. 
For more information, visit  
www.mayoclinic.org.

MAYO CLINIC: 
Linking your teeth 
and your heart
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Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN
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BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH
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TILETILE
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PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

/ LIN FT
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CURBSIDE PICKUP
ORDER ONLINE & FULLY STOCKED FOR

FULLY STOCKED
ALL PRODUCTS NOW ONLINE!

ORDER ONLINE & CURBSIDE PICKUP

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM
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fun watching live events 
on Facebook, and it really 
made her want to help the 
group.

Included in her presen-
tation will be a spot about 
how she sponsored an 
animal, and information 
about how others can 
follow in her footsteps.

Ellis says he is proud of 
the work Josie has done 
in bringing a new aspect 
to the project, something 
he has not seen a student 
do during the time he has 
been assigning the Genius 

Hour Project.
“Obviously, I’m really 

proud of it. I think… this 
was a really cool story. 
This is a student that 
stepped up and tried 
something new and differ-
ent and kind of exciting, 
so absolutely I’m proud 
of her, and in her efforts. 
I’m really pleased with 
the amount of response 
she’s gotten from donors, 
as well. [That] has been 
really cool,” said Ellis. 
“Kids really can make a 
difference, they can if 
they put their mind to 

something and follow 
their passion. They can 
really make a real differ-
ence in the world.”

Josie intends to 
continue fundraising in 
one way or another once 
her project has wrapped 
up. She hopes one day to 
visit Soper Creek Wildlife 
Rescue to meet some of 
her favourite animals, and 
eventually work there.

To donate to her 
campaign, visit 
gofundme.com/f/soper-
creek-wildlife-rescue-
needs-our-help.

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

THE ANNUAL TREE OF 
LIGHTS fundraiser by 
the Wellesley and District 
Lions Club has been a 
holiday staple for years, 
helping the service club 
support community proj-
ects. That was true again 
last month, though with 
many changes due to the 
pandemic.

The Tree of Lights typi-
cally runs in conjunction 
with Christmas Tyme in 
Wellesley and the parade, 
but the cancellation of 
that event forced the 
Lions to change course. 
Instead, the tree light-
ing was held virtually 
so people could watch 
online. 

Despite all the changes 
that had to be made 
thanks to social distanc-
ing and other rules put in 
place, the latest fund-
raiser brought in $7,339.60 
– “probably one of the best 
years we’ve ever had,” said 
Darrell Kirby, treasurer 
with the Wellesley and 
District Lions Club. 

Lions' campaign  draws 
strong community support

“I think we’re really 
just amazed at how this 
community steps up when 
the need is required. And 
this has been one of the 
best years that we’ve had 
for the community, step-
ping up and helping us to 
help others in the commu-
nity when the need is 
there,” said Kirby. “We 
were really, really happy 
with the donations this 
year, and obviously there’s 
a huge need this year 
because of the pandemic 
and job losses and every-
thing else.”

He says money will 
be given to Community 
Care Concepts (CCC), who 
will then split the money 
between Meals on Wheels 
and the Wellesley Family 
Outreach Fund.

Kirby says the addi-
tion of e-transfer to the 
campaign helped quite 
a bit as they were able 
to reach more people 
by moving into the 21st 
century.

“E-transfers have been 
I would say the major 
reason for the increase in 
our donations… I think 

the community here is so 
aware of the pandemic 
and the major problems 
[that arise] with [the] 
pandemic, especially 
people who have lost 
their jobs and some of the 
things that go along with 
that.”

Normally raising 
between $4,000 and 
$6,000 each year, the 
campaign asks residents 
to donate and buy a bulb 
for $10, a string of lights 
for $25, or a bulb on a star 
for $50. 

The tree is still up – and 
will be until the end of the 
month. During this time, 
donations are still able to 
be made to the campaign. 

Kirby says in February, 
the club will take some 
reserve money and top up 
the final donation before 
giving it to CCC. 

To make a final dona-
tion to the Wellesley 
Tree of Lights campaign, 
e-transfers can be made 
to wellionstreeoflight@
gmail.com, or mailed to 
Wellesley Lions Club, P.O. 
Box 281. Wellesley ON, 
N0B 2T0.

ABOVE AND BEYOND: Turning to actual fundraising, 
she quickly surpassed her initial goal; campaign continues 

Forced to make changes to the annual Tree of Lights event, 
Wellesley Lions see people rally to raise more than $7,000
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