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webstoneprosoils.ca

100% compost
A natural soil
enhancement

for lawns

30 Dumart Pl., Kitchener  
519.744.0151  Mon-Fri 7am- 4pm

30 Dumart Pl., Kitchener  

adamslandscapesupply.ca

Garden Soil     Top Dressing Mix  
Mulch     Sand     Gravel

Now available for pickup and delivery 
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THE CROWDS MAY BE 
SMALLER, but Trinity Bible 
Chapel in Heidelberg has contin-
ued to disregard the provincial 
stay-at-home order, with Water-
loo Regional Police handing out 
$750 tickets last Sunday.

The situation is a source 
of ongoing concern for local 
officials, says Bruce Lauckner, 
Waterloo Region’s chief admin-
istrative officer.

“It’s frustrating, I would say, 
to not have everyone comply 
with the rules. As outlined, the 
implications on hospitals and 
the health system on businesses 
are quite tragic. We continue to 
work with our partners and with 
the Attorney General [about the 
Trinity situation], but I can’t 
comment on the specifics of that 
because this is still before the 
court,” he said.

Throughout the process, the 
church has refused requests 
for interviews, referring people 
to the blog posts of its pastor, 
Jacob Reaume, which was last 
updated April 13 and cites the 
belief in god above man as the 
reason for the group’s defiance 
of pandemic protocols.

“I would wish that the leaders 
at Trinity Bible Chapel would 

Police issue tickets as 
people continue
to gather at church
Regional officials call on Trinity Bible Chapel
to follow pandemic rules, do as other churches do

→ TRINITY 7
Mask are being distributed free of charge to small businesses in the region. In Woolwich, they’re available from the town-
ship administrative office, home to Rae Ann Bauman, Vonnie Huckle and Jenna Morris. Damon MacLean

take a look at the big picture 
and realize that this is not about 
them. That this is about keeping 
everyone safe, including them,” 
Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz 
told The Observer.

She made a similar appeal to 
Trinity earlier this year in a letter 
posted on the church’s blog. 

“There are many ways to 
provide hope and joy besides 
meeting in person. Most other 
places of worship have been 
able to do just that. If Public 
Health requirements, including 
the Reopening Ontario Act, are 
followed, church buildings will 
reopen in due course. The more 
diligent we are with getting the 
virus under control, the sooner 
that will happen. Gatherings 
of people simply prolong the 
process. I trust you and the 
elders will find ways to connect 
with your congregation and with 
each other that adhere to Public 
Health requirements, including 
the Reopening Ontario Act.”

Regional Chair Karen Redman 
weighed in during the weekly 
pandemic briefing April 26, 
addressing some of the previous 
charges laid on the church and 
its elders.
“While most of our community 
continues to follow public health 
guidelines, we continue to see 
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Your turn  
 is coming 

 soon.

Ontario’s COVID-19 vaccine 
plan is helping to stop 
the spread and save lives. 
Thousands of people across 
the province are getting 
vaccinated every day.
As vaccinations continue, we need to stay 
the course to protect those we love. Wear a 
mask. Wash your hands. Keep your distance.

Find out when, where and how to get 
vaccinated at ontario.ca/covidvaccineplan 
or call 1-888-999-6488 for assistance in more 
than 300 languages.

Located in rural Elmira Ontario, Elmira’s Own Tomatoes has supplied the local and surrounding 
communities with delicious, quality vegetables for many years.
Elmira’s tomatoes are left to ripen on the vine, allowing for maximum flavour and nutrient content. The 
company maintains natural growing practices, using bumble bees to pollinate the plants, and 
introducing additional bugs to help balance the ecosystem. Water recycling and other environmental 
measures ensure that best sustainability practices are observed.
On Earth Day, Elmira’s Own officially announced their commitment to use only 100% certified 
backyard compostable packaging. The company changed from conventional plastic packaging to 
adopt a renewable and compostable alternative. With the same commitment Elmira’s Own had to 
providing local communities with nutritious, flavourful vegetables, they are now dedicated to helping 
surrounding communities eliminate landfill waste. Their delicious tomatoes are now packed in a 
compostable wood fibre pulp tray and wrapped in a transparent NatureFlex film, NatureFlex NVS (also 
made from wood fibres). This means that the packaging can go straight into the garden compost bin, 
diverting waste from landfills.
Later this summer, Elmira’s Own is hoping to change to an even more sustainable tray made from 
grasses grown on local farms. These perennial grasses, harvested annually, sequester carbon back 
into the soil reducing Elmira’s Own carbon footprint.
According to Stuart Horst of Elmira’s Own: “The qualification of a new packaging for our tomatoes 
required a series of tests. We considered a variety of materials, however NatureFlex NVS proved to be 
best suited for our requirements. Not only does the film compost extremely fast, it has allowed us to 
increase the shelf life of our produce! That is something positive for our business. Preserving the 
quality of our vine-ripened tomatoes is essential so that consumers experience them at their best.”
Christopher Tom, Futamura Regional Sales added, “We are delighted that Elmira’s Own has chosen 
our NatureFlex film to package its range of tomatoes. Our product complements their high-quality 
produce, protects the tomatoes for longer, and can be composted after use – it’s the perfect match.”
Look for Elmira’s Own tomatoes in their new earth friendly packaging at your local grocery stores

• Dar’s Country Market - Elora
• Floralane Produce - Elmira
• Frabert’s Fresh Food - Fergus
• Legacy Greens - DT Kitchener
• Stemmlers Meat & Cheese - Heidelberg
• Vincenzo’s - Waterloo
• Wellington Country Marketplace - Guelph
• Full Circle Foods - Kitchener
• Fiesta Farms - TO
• Fresh from the Farm - East York TO

• Stratford
• New Hamburg
• Fischer-Hallman
• Northfield
• Bridgeport
• Columbia
• Highland
• Ira Needles
• Paris
• Foodland Elmira
• Foodland Ayr

Sobey’s - Select Locations

Elmira’s Own takes Leadership in 
Eliminating landfill waste

- Advertorial -

elmirasown.tomatoeswww.elmirasown.com

NOW 100%
BACKYARD
COMPOSTABLE

PACKAGE

Work got underway this week on the latest improvements to Gibson Park in Elmira. The work includes 
an accessible washroom. Damon MacLean 
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Page ThreePage Three The Elmira Children’s Centre will close on 
Aug. 20, regional council decided last week, 
despite suggestions it would remain open 
until 2022. That means all five of the child-
care centres run by the region will be closed 
by the end of the summer. The school board 
is currently looking for a provider to take the 
space at Riverside PS. 

Woolwich residents will be voting elec-
tronically – online or by telephone – when 
they go to the polls in next year’s munici-
pal election. Deeming the technology safe 
enough, Woolwich council formally approved 
the shift this week. Traditional paper 
ballots will be replaced by an electronic 
service to be provided by Dominion Voting.
From the Apr. 27, 2017 edition of The Observer

ECC to close Aug. 20 From the archives

oxfordlearning.com

ONLINE TUTORING 
NOW AVAILABLE

  WITH VIRTUAL TABLE TM!
CONTACT US FOR 

MORE INFORMATION
Waterloo Eastbridge
519.746.9000

Second round of funding for tourism businesses available
Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

AMONG THE HARDEST 
HIT BY the pandemic, 
business in the tour-
ism sector have special 
funding available to them 
through Waterloo Region’s 
Tourism Adaptation and 
Recovery Program (TARP). 
Applications for the 

Pauline Martin with a copy of the new book featuring the columns by her late husband, Allen D. Martin. Damon MacLean

second round of funding 
are being taken until May 
21.

Funding of up to $5,000 
is available to help offset 
the cost of health and 
safety protocols or reno-
vations and equipment 
to help facilitate physical 
distancing measures. The 
program is administered 
by Explore Waterloo 

Region, the area’s tourism 
agency.

“We have all been hit 
hard by the COVID-19 
pandemic, but it has been 
particularly devastating to 
the tourism and hospi-
tality sector,” said Minto 
Schneider, Explore Water-
loo Region’s CEO. “Many 
attractions have been 
unable to open, restau-

rants have been closed and 
opened and then closed 
again, hotels are suffering 
from the lack of travel. But 
we are going to get through 
this, and when we are 
permitted to start re-open-
ing, a lot of these hard hit 
businesses will need some 
help to ensure they can 
meet safety measures that 
will keep their customers 

and their staff safe.” 
In the first round of 

TARP, 56 businesses 
received funding, said 
Schneider, noting there 
was far more demand than 
money available to assist 
tourism operators in the 
region.

“We knew that we still 
needed more,” she said of 
the impetus for a second → TARP 5

round of funding. 
To meet the growing 

demand and on-going 
pandemic rooted financial 
strain, the region, Kitch-
ener, Cambridge, Water-
loo and the Township of 
Woolwich pooled funds 
together to make available 
$550,000 in funding to 
boost the industry.

Dam book mark’s paper’s milestone
Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

WITH THE OBSERVER 
MARKING ITS 25th 
anniversary, it seemed 
like a good time to put into 
action longstanding plans 
to compile the columns 
of the late Allen D. Martin 
into a book. That long-dis-
cussed project is now a 
reality in the form of  ‘My 

Side of the Dam: The retro-
spective 1996-2003.’

Martin, who passed 
away in 2019 at the age of 
75, was a popular contrib-
utor in the newspaper’s 
early days, sharing his 
quirky observations and 
wry humour until Parkin-
son’s Disease forced him 
to step back from writing. 
Everything was fodder for 
the column, much to the 

chagrin of some, particu-
larly his own family, who 
never knew what Allen 
might share with the rest 
of the world.

He was a well-known 
figure in the community 
long before the column – 
he was a long-time teacher 
at Linwood Public School, 
for instance, and served as 
a volunteer firefighter for 
27 years – but his tales told 

from his side of the dam in 
Floradale certainly broad-
ened his audience.

A man with a wealth 
of talents and a deter-
mination to share them 
all, Martin had many 
passions, including 
photography: he shot 
many a wedding, and 
enjoyed capturing nature.

“Nature was his big 
→ MY SIDE OF THE DAM 32

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THE FIRST VIRTUAL 
VERSION OF the Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival was 
so well received, organiz-
ers are looking at incor-
porating aspects of it into 
an expected return to an 
in-person event next year.

They’re also doing a 
tally of fundraising efforts, 
and expecting to have at 
least $25,000 to distribute 
to various charities in the 
region. The virtual version 
ran April 9-10.

“From our point of view, 
we think it went very well,” 
EMSF committee co-chair 
Doug McLean said this 
week. 

Between the sale of 
do-it-yourself-festival 
pancake boxes, sponsor-
ships and other sales, the 
fundraising portion of the 
event remained strong, he 
said.

“We’re looking at some-
where between $25,000 
and $30,000, we hope. 
There are still some bills to 

Organizers expect to raise more than 
$25K to distribute to community groups

come in. If so, that’s about 
where we were last year.”

The 2020 festival 
was cancelled outright, 
scheduled to take place 
just at the COVID-19 
pandemic was prompting 
lockdowns in the prov-
ince. With sponsorships 
and other community 
supports already in place, 
the committee was able to 
disperse about $35,000 to 
18 organizations, McLean 
said.

“We did about as well as 
we could do this year.”

The EMSF commit-
tee was so pleased, it’s 
looking at continuing on 
with some of the virtual 
elements next year.

“It would be really nice 
to get past this COVID 
situation and return to an 
in-person, out for a rite of 
spring festival. That would 
be so good,” he said.

This year’s virtual 
outing, which included 
an online sugar bush 
tour, virtual taffy display 
and virtual mall, worked 

EMSF committee 
happy with its first 
virtual outing

ELMIRA MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL

→ EMSF 4
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Discover our amazing  
service for yourself.

Rolan, Inc., your partner 
in motor and controller 
expertise, has created a 
new electrical and indus-
trial supply company.

Call or drop by one of  
our branches today.

A New Kind  
Of Supply  
Company 
Birthed by  
an Old Pro.

Elmira • 519-669-1842 
Flesherton • 519-924-1842

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE  325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

GARDEN CENTREGARDEN CENTRE NOW OPEN
SOILS, PLANTS, SEEDS, TREES, 

FLOWERS AND SHRUBS NOW IN STOCK 

GARDEN CENTREGARDEN CENTREGARDEN CENTREGARDEN CENTREGARDEN CENTREGARDEN CENTREGARDEN CENTRE
SOILS, PLANTS, SEEDS, TREES, 

FLOWERS AND SHRUBS NOW IN STOCK 

well thanks to the festi-
val volunteers and the 
community support, 
McLean added.

“Everyone was so 
supportive. We know this 
community is full of good 
people.”

One new addition likely 
be repeated is the pancake 
box. The committee made 
up 500 boxes filled with 
pancake mix, local maple 
syrup, coffee and hot choc-
olate, a spatula and a festi-
val toque, among other 
goodies. The packages 
quickly sold out at $50 
apiece, catching McLean 
somewhat by surprise.

“To me, 500 was going 
to be a stretch, but clearly 
it wasn’t,” he said, indicat-
ing there might be room to 
make more next year if the 
committee decides to go 
that route. “We may very 
well do.”

Also selling well is the 
collectible toy, this year a 
red 1958 Plymouth Fury in 
the 1:43 scale, decaled with 
the festival logo. While not 
yet sold out, the item has 
been in demand, he said.

Every little bit helps the 
committee to raise money 
for a variety of charitable 
and community groups. 
Grant requests are already 
coming in, with cheques 
likely to be going out in 
early June.

“I think we succeeded 
in producing what we 
needed to produce,” said 
McLean.

EMSF: Some 
virtual elements 
may be retained 
for future fests

→FROM 3

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

MORE RESIDENTS ARE 
ELIGIBLE FOR a COVID-
19 vaccine in Waterloo 
Region due an expan-
sion of the high-priority 
group, including pregnant 
women and those living in 
certain parts of the cities.

The province announced 
last week that pregnant 
women are now eligible for 
the vaccine given that the 
are deemed at risk of severe 
illness and hospitalization. 
That group has been added 
to Phase 2 of the vaccine 
rollout under highest-risk 
health conditions. 

“We just received 
confirmation from the 
province this morning that 
as of April 23, all pregnant 
individuals will be eligible 
to register for vaccination 
appointments under the 
highest risk health condi-

 Vaccine eligibility expanded, but rollout remains slow in region
tions in phase two prior 
authorization guidance. 
We are working to add 
this group to pre-regis-
tration eligibility list for 
all pregnant women,” 
Shirley Hilton, head of the 
region’s vaccine task force, 
said last Friday at the 
weekly pandemic briefing.

“It is important to prior-
itize individuals who are 
pregnant for the COVD-19 
vaccine and for anyone 
who is pregnant to have 
the opportunity to receive 
the vaccine as soon as 
possible,” said Dr. Hsiu-Li 
Wang, medical officer of 
health for the Region of 
Waterloo. 

“I encourage those who 
are pregnant to pre-reg-
ister for the vaccine 
right away and if they 
have concerns about the 
vaccine and pregnancy 
to speak with their health 
care provider.”

Expanded eligibility 
also applies to a wider 
slate of workers, including 
those at schools, workers 
responding to critical 
events, enforcement, 
inspection and compli-
ance roles, individuals 
working in childcare, 
foster care agency work-
ers, Food manufacturing 
and distribution workers, 
and agriculture and farm 
workers.

The age of those eligi-
ble for the AstraZeneca 
vaccine available at phar-
macies and clinics has 
been dropped to 40.

“This week, I made an 
appointment with my 
local pharmacy to get the 
AstraZeneca vaccine. If 
you’re 40 or older, you are 
eligible for the AstraZen-
eca vaccine available at 
participating pharmacies 
or primary care practices. 
I strongly encourage you 

to get the first vaccine that 
becomes available to you,” 
said Wang.

The region’s clinics are 
still dealing with shortages 
of vaccines, causing some 
temporary scheduling 
changes and closures, said 
Hilton.

“Although we’ve had to 
close a couple of clinics, 
others have remained 
open, and we encourage 
everyone who has received 
a vaccination appoint-
ment opportunity. Please 
book your appointment 
as soon as you receive 
your notification. This 
assists us in opening more 
appointments to those 
eligible waiting in pre-reg-
istration. And one final 
reminder, please remem-
ber to cancel your appoint-
ment if you received your 
vaccine from another 
clinic,” she said.

The operation of the 

regional clinics relies 
heavily on volunteers, 
noted regional Chair 
Karen Redman.

“They have made the 
vaccine rollout possible, 
and have helped so many 
services to continue 
throughout this pandemic. 
There are 470 active 
volunteers in our vaccine 
clinics and volunteer 
shifts are filled up within 
a matter of hours once 
they’re posted. On behalf 
of the regional council and 
the entire community. I 
want to give you a heartfelt 
thank-you.”

At midweek, 183,097 
doses had been admin-
istered in the region, 
representing 36 per cent 
of eligible residents over 
the age of 18. Those fully 
vaccinated, some 16,000, 
represent less than three 
per cent of the population, 
however.

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

THE NUMBER OF 
COVID-19 CASES remains 
high in Waterloo Region, 
but the numbers started to 
stabilize a couple of weeks 
into the province’s latest 
lockdown.

The region’s incidence 
rate has gone unchanged 
over the last week at 
around 100 cases per 
population of 100,000. 
That continues the trend 
of remaining better than 
the provincial average, 
which stands at 175 cases 
per 100,000.

Stability in COVID-19 cases, but officials concerned about variants
At midweek, the number 

of active cases of COVID-
19 in the region was climb-
ing, however, standing at 
641. Most of the new cases 
are variants of concern, 
which are the predom-
inant strain in Ontario 
and in Waterloo Region, 
public health officials said 
April 23 during the weekly 
pandemic briefing.

Lee Fairclough, presi-
dent of St Mary’s General 
Hospital and the hospital 
lead for Waterloo-Wel-
lington, the new variants 
found in the region – the 
P.1, also known as the 
Brazilian variant, and 

B.1.3.5.1 or South African 
variant – could rapidly 
overwhelm local ICUs and 
general hospital system. 

“We know that this 
new variant spreads fast. 
That’s what’s happened 
provincially; we’re at this 
rate, because this vari-
ant spreads faster and so 
much more easily,” she 
said. “Even if it’s a few 
days of that, it can change 
so fast – that’s what we 
know with this variant.”

Regional Chair Karen 
Redman, alongside Fair-
clough and medical officer 
of health Dr. Hsiu-Li 
Wang,  encouraged people 

to seek out testing even if 
they are only displaying 
a single symptom, noting 
that the high rate of trans-
missibility could further 
overwhelm the hospital 
and ICU systems. 

Currently, there are 70 
individuals hospitalized. 
Officials are monitoring 
outbreaks at 28 locations.

“Reducing our mobility, 
staying home as much as 
possible only going out 
for essential purposes 
and reducing our close 
contacts are critical 
to slowing the spread 
of COVID-19. If you do 
develop any symptoms, 

have been exposed to a 
confirmed case, or have 
screened positive on our 
rapid test, please seek 
testing at one of our local 
testing centers. Testing 
and identifying positive 
cases is an essential strat-
egy in our ability to limit 
the spread of COVID-19,” 
she said.

On the enforcement 
side, Redman said the 
region has carried out 25 
new enforcement actions 
in the past week.

“The situation in Water-
loo Region remains seri-
ous. Our hospitals and the 

→ CORONAVIRUS 6



C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S  |  5   Thursday, April 29, 2021 | THE OBSERVER

In the region, St. Jacobs 
is one of the principal 
draws. The market and 
downtown businesses 
have seen a large drop 
in visitors through a 
number of lockdowns 
and restrictions related to 
the pandemic. Similarly, 
the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival was cancelled 
in 2020 and forced to go 
virtual-only this year, with 
a big impact on local busi-
nesses. That’s where TARP 
funding could be of help.

Nick Benninger, founder 
of the Fat Sparrow Group, 
is one of those taking 
advantage of the funding 
now available. He says 
more options need to be 
made for business, espe-
cially in terms of federal 
programs. 

“They’re already 
starting to talk about 
when they’re going to end 
certain federal programs, 
like the wage subsidies 
and things like that. And 
then they haven’t even 
started to discuss when 

we’re going to end the 
lockdowns,” he said. “This 
needs to come first and 
foremost if they expect 
us to all survive this and 
continue to do what we’re 
asked to do, whether it be 
putting in more protocols 
in our workplaces or shut-
down period.

“If we’re going to have 
to keep doing this, then 
they can’t stop coming to 
the table with solutions 
like this, and it needs to 
be money in our pocket, 
unfortunately. And the 
beauty of something like 
this is it’s not a loan, it’s 
a grant,” he said, noting 
many small businesses are 
already deep in a financial 
hole without adding more 
debt.

Benninger said the 
TARP funds will be used 
for measures to ensure the 
business can continue to 
operate safely during the 
pandemic. 

Schneider said she 
hopes more businesses 
will reach out to access the 
funds, but does not know 

TARP: Region provides second round of funding 
→FROM 3 what to expect in terms 

of numbers of businesses 
that will apply.

“Hopefully, more people 
will have an opportunity 
to get their application in. 
In the first round, we were 
so oversubscribed that we 
could not fund what busi-
nesses were asking for. I 
don’t know, but I hope that 
we’ll have enough money 
to fund as many busi-
nesses as possible at the 
amounts that they need,” 
she said.

“We’re encourag-
ing all tourism-related 
businesses to apply for 
funding. We want to help 
people out, we want to 
help businesses. And 
we need to preserve the 
community fabric that is 
made up of tourism busi-
nesses across the region. 
So, I’d encourage them 
to apply and if they have 
any questions to give me 
a call.” 

Schneider can be 
reached by phone at 
Explore Waterloo Region, 
519-585-7517, ext. 250.

Nick Benninger of the Fat Sparrow Group in St. Jacobs is one of those making use of the new funding 
for the tourism sector. Damon MacLean

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

FINANCIAL 
CONSTRAINTS 
SHOULDN’T BE A barrier 
to artistic expression, 
which is an important 
aspect of youth develop-
ment. With that in mind, 
Woolwich Community 
Services has launched 
a new program to make 
creative outlets more 
accessible to young 
residents, drawing on 
the financial support of 
Lanxess.

The Elmira chemi-
cal company has long 
responded to the agency’s 
calls for support, notes 
WCS executive director 
Kelly Christie.

“Lanxess has always 
been a supporter of 
Woolwich Community 
Services, with different 
funding support. Their 
staff supports our Christ-
mas goodwill, our food 
hamper program, and 
they will continue to do 
that. But the company has 
done some redirecting 
with their funding, and 
one of the areas that they 
can support is arts and 
culture, which is one of 
their focuses,” she said. 
“Through the different 
programs that we offer, 
as well as community 
services, we know that 
there’s a gap in providing 
support to low-income 
earning households 
to have their children 
enrolled in music and art 
programming. So, we had 
completed a request to 

New WCS program provides subsidies for 
youth activities in arts and culture

Lanxess back in the fall to 
see if they can help fund 
those initiatives, and they 
approved the request.” 

The Lanxess Learners 
Program now in place, 
there is some $20,000 
in the fund pool up for 
grabs for those artistically 
inclined children in the 
townships. It provides 
a financial subsidy for 
art- and culture-based 
activities such as singing, 
art and music lessons, 
pottery, learning a 
language, drama,  
photography, writing, 
woodworking, sewing and 
science. The program is 
available to families with 
children between the ages 
of 4 and 18 living within 
the WCS catchment area.

Those accepted into 
the program have to meet 
the criteria, including 
family income, but there 
is some flexibility in the 
types of activities covered, 
said Christie, noting the 

activities themselves can 
be held outside the town-
ships, say in Kitchener or 
Waterloo.

“They would call in to 
have a brief application; 
we confirm residency and 
financial eligibility, and 
then the parent would 
enroll the child in the 
program. We can, with the 
parents’ permission, call 
ahead and let the program 
know that yes, we’re going 
to get a cheque to them to 
hold the spot – if it’s a time 
thing, we don’t want them 
to lose the spot because we 
have to get the [payment] 
to the program,” she 
explained. 

WCS hopes to follow up 
with youth throughout the 
program to see what they 
create or how their skills 
develop, but it is not a 
requirement. 

Christie encourages 
anyone interested to apply. 
For more information, call 
WCS at 519-669-5139.

WCS executive director Kelly Christie is happy to help kids get 
creative via the new Lanxess Learners Program. Damon MacLean
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CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Chicken Cordon Bleu or Fish includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
 Fri Apr 30 & Sat May 1

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues. Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
May 5-8

Tereyaki Chicken or Hot Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

ATTENTION PATIENTS OF 
ELMIRA MEDICAL

Elmira Medical Centre
2 Park Ave. W., Elmira

VACCINE    CLINICS

We are currently offering the 
Moderna vaccination to our patients 

OVER THE AGE OF 60. 

Once you ensure you are eligible, 
please call 519-897-8223 to leave a 

message to book a vaccination 
appointment in our office.

Please do not call our office.

 To find out if you are eligible to receive a covid 
vaccine, please search www.regionofwaterloo.ca to 

ensure you are in one of the current priority groups. provincial health system 
are extremely strained. I 
feel the same frustration 
and recognize the anger 
that many of the commu-
nity expressed when they 
see these unlawful gather-
ings,” she said of the need 
for enforcement against 
the high level of infrac-
tions and disregard for 
public health measures.

Overall, the region has 
seen 14,000 cases of COVID-
19 since the pandemic 
begin, with 13,086 cases 
(93.5 per cent) having been 
declared resolved. There 

have been 251 fatalities 
linked to the virus.

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, there were 528 
active cases, down from 
609 a week earlier.

That catchment area’s 
cumulative total was 6,874, 
of which 6,240 (90.8 per 
cent) have been resolved. 
There have been a total 
of 106 fatalities since 
the pandemic began, 
unchanged in the past few 
weeks.

The province continues 
to see growth in the total 
number of cases, with the 
tally now at 452,126, up 

some 28,000 in the past 
week.

There have been 7,964 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a 
mortality rate of 1.8 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
404,248 cases (89.4 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The latest numbers from 
Health Canada show 84,312 
active cases nationwide, 
down about 4,000 from a 
week earlier. The cumu-
lative total of confirmed 
cases now stands at 
1,194,989, with 24,065 
related deaths, a mortality 
rate of two per cent.

CORONAVIRUS: Some stability, but numbers still up
→FROM 3

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

A INCREASED SHARE IN 
FEDERAL gas-tax revenue 
cleared the way for Welles-
ley to expand the number 
of paving projects lined 
up for township roads this 
year.

Three new stretches of 
road, projects previously 
put on hold, are back on 
the agenda now that the 
township is to receive 
another $343,000, its 
share of some $2.2 billion 
in additional gas tax fund-
ing announced by Finance 
Minister Chrystia Freeland 
just ahead of the 2021 
federal budget.

Areas which will now 

New federal revenue allows Wellesley 
to expand road projects this year

see asphalt work include 
Ament Line from Lichty 
Road to Chalmers-Forrest 
Road, Friedmann Street 
from Adelaide Street 
to the cul-de-sac, and 
Adelaide Street from #57 
to dead end. Concrete 
work around the cenotaph 
at Linwood Community 
Centre will also take place.

The new work will add 
$145,000 to the contract 
already awarded to 
Brantco Construction to 
carry out paving work in 
the township. That takes 
the bill to $850,000 from 
$705,000.

Meeting online Tuesday 
night, Wellesley council-
lors approved the expan-
sion, reinstating work 

that had previously been 
dropped due to budget 
concerns.

Thanks to the new 
funding, the township can 
return to the full scope of 
work, public works direc-
tor Chris Cook explained.

Even with the $145,000 
being spent on road work, 
there will remain about 
$198,000 in new gas-tax 
revenue.

In response to a ques-
tion from Mayor Joe 
Nowak, Cook said the 
remaining $198,000 has 
been earmarked for a 
reserve fund, noting the 
township has a number 
of major construction 
projects lined up for the 
future, including recon-
structions of Park Street 
and Queen’s Bush Road.

Councillors also 
awarded a tender to Park-
way Ford in Waterloo for 
a new 2022 three-quarter 
ton, single cab 4x4 pickup 
truck. The total purchase 
price will be $46,471.76, 
including the township’s 
HST rate of 1.76 per cent.

The Parkway bid was the 
lower of two received by 
the township.

The vehicle will be 
added to the public works 
department fleet. 

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

THE REGION OF WATER-
LOO’S LATEST grants 
under the Community 
Environmental Fund 
(CEF) will see some 
$150,000 distributed in 
support of 18 projects, 
including those in the 
townships.

Since its launch in 2010, 
the CEF has distributed 
$1.8 million more than 220 
environmental steward-
ship and sustainability 
projects.

Projects this year range 
from engaging kids and 
community gardens to 
reusable takeout contain-
ers.

The list of those receiv-
ing funding includes ‘Kids 
Cutting Carbon’ – Reep 
Green Solutions ($21,573); 
reusable takeout container 
service pilot for Waterloo 
Region – Ekko ($17,000); 
Azheshkaa Neyaab Food 
Sovereignty Garden 
($15,000); Hespeler Masjid 
solar energy system 
($13,225); water quality 
monitoring at Paradise 
Lake ($11,000), Country 
Hills community gardens 
($10,000); developing 
educational material and 
activities with schools in 
Waterloo Region on air 
quality monitoring and 
science – Wilfrid Laurier 
University ($10,000); 
access to healthy local 
food – Littlefoot Grows a 
Shoe Size ($7,960); fencing 
and signage for sustain-
ability of ComeUnity 
Roots Garden ($6,000); 
Bees, Trees and a Grand 
View – A To Thrive 
Together Sustainable 
Living Project ($5,000), 
New User Perceptions of 
the Stewardship of Green-
spaces in Waterloo Region 
–University of Waterloo 
($5,000), Our Farm Trail – 
KW Habilitation ($5,000); 
engaging low-income 
residents in climate 
action – Social Develop-

ment Centre of Waterloo 
Region ($5,000), assessing 
contaminant removal in 
stormwater management 
ponds ($4,982); Bee Region 
public awareness pollina-
tor garden signs for home 
gardens ($4,715); ecolog-
ical restoration project 
at The Working Centre 
Market Garden ($4,250), 
forestry and botanical 
work on the Branchton 
Village Land Trust Forest 
($2,260); and transforming 
a defunct ball diamond 
into a naturalized learning 
space – Sheppard Public 
School ($2,027).

While many of these 
projects will have impacts 
across the region, Kate 
Hagerman, manager of 
environmental planning 
and sustainability with 
planning, development, 
and legislative services at 
the Region of Waterloo, 
says locally we will see 
Littlefoot and To Thrive 
Together working in Wool-
wich community, with 
the Paradise Lake project 
taking place in Wellesley.

She says what stood out 
about the Woolwich proj-
ects is that both requested 
support to “help them 
move forward on specific 
parts of a much larger 
vision.”

“The Little Foot proj-
ect’s request was entitled 
“Littlefoot Grows a Shoe 
Size” and requested 
support to increase seed 
starting capacity, expand 
growing areas, and 
increase farmer outreach 
and food reclamation. To 
Thrive Together asked for 
support to enhance the 
natural ecosystems on 
their site, and to improve 
access and educational 
opportunities connected 
to them,” said Hagerman. 

“Woolwich and Welles-
ley citizens have bene-
fitted from past projects 
including multiple projects 
undertaken by TWEEC 
and the Wellesley Bee City 
Project. Tree planting, 

naturalization, and polli-
nator protection work are 
all really about the cumu-
lative impact of many 
ongoing projects. The work 
being done in Woolwich 
and Wellesley contributes 
to, and benefits from, the 
work being done across 
the region. The collective 
impact of the projects 
supported by the Commu-
nity Environmental Fund 
is making a significant 
impact on the Region of 
Waterloo in terms of both 
sustainability and stew-
ardship. It is exciting to see 
the diversity of community 
projects, and a real plea-
sure to be able to be part 
of enabling this important 
work.”

Tracy Franks, direc-
tor of community and 
employment supports 
at KW Habilitation, 
says they are pleased to 
receive the funding  that 
will support many things 
including a tree plant by 
the Grand River Conser-
vation Authority as well as 
enhancing accessibility. 

“We’re extremely 
excited to get the fund-
ing. Our Farm Trail is 
a trail designed for the 
people supported by KW 
Habilitation as well as 
the extended community 
and volunteers. What 
the trail allows us to do is 
to provide physical and 
mental wellness, offer 
gathering and educa-
tional opportunities and 
showcase the unique and 
desirable features of the 
property,” said Franks. 
“So, with the money 
this year, our plan is to 
enhance the accessibility, 
do some trail correction 
and stabilization, and 
grooming [as well as] 
add some educational 
signs, directional signs, 
perhaps also work with the 
Grand River Conservation 
Authority to replace some 
of the trees that are out 
there that have suffered 
some mortality.”

Region’s environmental fund to 
provide $150K for 18 projects
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Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Free blood pressure  
 monitoring

• Free blood sugar
 monitor training

• Medication review 
 Meds-Check

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

The public health 
department has declared 
a COVID-19 outbreak for 
the Waterloo Regional 
Police Service.

The declaration comes 
after five members 
from the service tested 
positive for COVID-19 in 
four days. This includes 
three members from the 
service’s headquarters 

ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T
Waterloo Regional Police face COVID-19 outbreak at two facilities

campus, located at 200 
Maple Grove Rd., and 
two members from North 
Division, located at 45 
Columbia St. E., police 
said in an announcement 
Tuesday..

Since March 2020, 
a total of 27 members 
of the organization 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19. This includes 

sworn and civilian 
members from five differ-
ent buildings in Waterloo 
Region.

Police continue to 
work closely with 
Waterloo Region Public 
Health to ensure proper 
contact tracing is 
undertaken. Members 
of the public do not 
need to take any action 

APRIL 21

5:30 PM | Wellington 
County OPP responded 
to a report that a hiker 
had located an individu-
al’s personal property in 
a wooded area, just off 
Wellington Road 30 in 
Guelph-Eramosa Town-
ship. Officers attended the 
scene, located just north 
of Guelph, conducted 
a ground search of the 
area and located what 
appeared to be human 
remains. The Ontario 
Forens ic  Pathology 
Services (OFPS) and the 
Office of the Chief Coro-
ner for Ontario (OCCO) 
partnered in the investi-
gation. The remains were 
confirmed as human. A 
post-mortem examina-
tion will be conducted in 
an attempt to identify the 
remains and determine a 
cause of death. Investi-
gators believe this to be 
an isolated incident and 
there is no threat to public 
safety.

7:13 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a break-in at 
a storage facility on King 
Street North in Woolwich 
Township. Entry was 
forced into the facility and 
a unit was entered. It does 
not appear that anything 
was taken from the unit. 
The investigation is ongo-

ing. There is no suspect 
information at this time. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 

7 :34 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to a theft call 
from an address on Arthur 
Road in Heidelberg. Police 
received information that 
a vehicle appeared aban-
doned in the area. Police 
were able to locate the 
owner of the vehicle, who 
realized that the licence 
plates to the vehicle were 
stolen. The investigation is 
ongoing, and anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

APRIL 22

11:25 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of a break and enter 
in at an address on Dolman 
Street in Breslau. The 
complainant advised police 
that the break-in was 
believed to have occurred 
at around 2 a.m. A home 
under construction was 
entered and equipment 
was stolen. The investi-
gation is ongoing. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477. 

7 :36 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to a collision in 
the area of Kressler Road 
at Boomer Line north of 
Heidelberg. A white Ford 
pickup truck was travelling 
north when it attempted 
to overtake a horse-
drawn buggy, which was 
attempting a lefthand turn 
from Kressler Road onto 
Boomer Line and struck 
the Ford pickup truck. 
The driver of the Ford, a 
36-year-old Kitchener 
man, was not injured. The 
two female occupants 
of the buggy, both from 
Wellesley, were trans-
ported to hospital with 
minor injuries. Police 
request any witness 
contact the WRPS Traffic 
Unit at 519-570-9777, ext. 
8856. 

APRIL 23

6:50 PM | A 48-year-old 
Elmira man, later identified 
as Orvie Bowman, died 
at the scene after being 
struck by a pickup truck as 
he cycled on Arthur Street 
North near Florapine Road, 
north of Elmira. He was hit 
from behind by the GMC 
pickup being driven by an 
18-year-old Mount Forest 
man. The Traffic Services 
Unit continues to investi-
gate this incident and is 
appealing for witnesses 
to contact the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service 

unless contacted by 
public health officials.

Police state they are 
following health guide-
lines and have imple-
mented several measures 
to ensure the health and 
safety of its members. 
Service delivery to the 
community and regular 
response operations will 
not be affected.

at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

9:02 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a report of an assault 
that took place between 
roommates on April 20. 
The incident occurred at a 
residence on Kramp Road 
near Breslau. There were 
no reports of physical 
injuries as a result of the 
altercation. After further 
investigation, there were 
no grounds for criminal 
charges. No further police 
action was required. 

APRIL 25

4:49 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to a single-ve-
hicle collision on William 
Hastings Line in Wellesley 
Township. A vehicle was 
travelling south when the 
driver suffered a medical 
episode and lost control 
of the vehicle, leaving the 
roadway and entering the 
west ditch. The vehicle 
continued through the 
ditch, struck a concrete 
culvert and became 
airborne. The vehicle 
then rolled before coming 
to rest in a pasture. The 
driver and the passen-
ger were transported to 
an out-of-region hospital 
with minor injuries. No 
charges were laid as a 
result of the investigation. 

Real news. Real reporting.
Stories you won't find anywhere else.

Trusted local news 
for twenty-five years.

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

May 5 & 6 – “Cinco de Mayo” Fajita Kits: 
Comes with all fixins' - choice of grilled Chicken, Steak, or pulled Pork

$32 feeds 2

Ready to Heat Dinners

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.caCall or Email 
to Pre-Order

May 7 & 8 - “A Mother’s Love” Dinner
Maple Glazed Salmon OR Champagne Asiago Chicken Supreme

Family of 4 - $50    Family of 2 - $36

$3.29

BEEF BRISKET   

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$3.99 /lbREGULAR BOLOGNA   

$4.99
/lb Reg.$ 5.99/lb

/lb

DELI SLICED 

CAP ON 

the need for enforce-
ment. Yesterday, two 
more charges were 
laid against the Trin-
ity Bible Chapel.”

Reaume’s blog also 
details submission of 
a freedom of infor-
mation request to the 
region.

“I learned that in 
roughly a 10-month 
period, the regional 
government (not 
including the police 
services) had approx-
imately 6,000 inter-
nal emails and 144 
internal documents 
making reference to 

me, the church, and 
things pertaining to 
the ministry of the 
church. I haven’t 
requested to see all 
those emails yet, 
mainly because 
they want me to pay 
$4,500 to see them. 
But that’s a lot of 
internal chatter about 
one church in rural 
Waterloo Region. But 
if it keeps us safe, it’s 
likely a good use of 
resources,” he wrote.

In its legal defence, 
Trinity is being repre-
sented by the Justice 
Centre for Constitu-
tional Freedoms.

TRINITY: Church members 
continue to defy provincial 
laws limiting in-person service

→FROM 1
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “Despite very specific observations and recom-
mendations on preparing for future SARS-like 
outbreaks by our office and others, actions 
taken over the years have been insufficient 
to ensure that we would be better prepared 
as a province – and Ontario's long-term care 
homes were among the first to be impacted.”
Auditor General Bonnie Lysyk in her special report on 
COVID-19 Readiness and Response in Long-Term Care.

Nearly half (49%) of full-time employees 
in Canada say their workload is "much or 
somewhat more" today than pre-pan-
demic; 36% say their workload is about 
the same, and only 15% say they have 
less or much less work today, while 31% 
say they're so overworked that they're 
on the verge of burnout, or are burnt out.
KPMG survey

Verbatim The Monitor

Even as the Region of Waterloo was announcing 
plans to close the Elmira Children’s Centre by 
Aug. 20, the federal government was going all in 
on daycare, pledging in the budget to spend $30 

billion over the next five years. The goal is to drive down 
the cost to parents to no more than $10 a day. 

Some kind of universal daycare has been discussed for 
decades. Billions have been spent, though not in any uniform 
way. Now, the Trudeau government plans to deliver on a 
comprehensive plan, convinced the benefits – including to 
its own re-election hopes – outweigh the costs to an already 
massively indebted national account.

As with all its spending, the government refers to daycare 
spending as an investment that will create jobs and foster 
economic growth, encouraging more women to join the 
workforce. There have been plenty of studies to that effect. 
The plan may face a hurdle in that it relies on the provinces to 
take part, taking on some of the costs. That may not be work-
able for cash-strapped governments, or for those not keen on 
such spending.

Quebec already has a universal subsidized low-cost child 
care system, so the new money it will receive from Ottawa 
will help offset some of its costs. For every other province, 
taking part will mean coming up with more money. That may 
work easier with, say, British Columbia’s NDP government 
than with Doug Ford’s Ontario.

As critics have pointed out, provinces have plenty of 
reasons to be wary of Ottawa’s proposal to split the costs 
50/50. The risk is that once the program is firmly established, 
the federal government may begin pulling back from its 
50-per-cent position, as history indicates is likely given the 
experience with the likes of housing, welfare and, most nota-
bly, health care. 

Deficits abound at both the federal and provincial levels, 
and Ottawa has more revenue levers, and the ability to down-
load costs. Experience says that will happen, bringing higher 
taxes and more liabilities for provinces.

For now, however, it’s the rosy early days of a freshly 
minted budget promise.

Ottawa must now negotiate individually with the prov-
inces. The initial goal is to cut in half the cost of daycare by 
the end of 2022. After five years, the target is $10 a day child 
care that will cost the federal and provincial governments 
$8.3 billion apiece to operate each year. 

Minister of Finance Chrystia Freeland said the goal is 
to reduce the burden on parents of daycare costs, making 
the job market accessible to more people. She notes care 
expenses can run nearly as high as rent or mortgage 
payments in some cities, so the household savings could be 
significant.

In the region, for instance, the median cost of daycare 
is $1,150 per month. A $10 per day program would greatly 
reduce that cost to individual families.

Those savings have never been at issue: spreading out the 
cost to every taxpayer reduces the impact on users of such 
programs. The real debate has been about the fairness of such a 
universal program, a battle that quickly becomes ideological. 

Those on the right have argued against any involvement, 
saying child rearing is a personal responsibility, not a govern-
ment issue. Countering that from the left have been propo-
nents of universal daycare akin to the school system.

It’s the latter argument the government is now making. 
Just as we all pay for schools whether or not we’ve got chil-
dren, or our children have left school, a universal daycare 
system provides a societal benefit that warrants public 
spending.

The next step is to convince the provinces. And to hope 
voters agree, in keeping with the cynical view that this 
measure, like much of the 2021 budget, is about positioning 
the government for the next election.

Ottawa will have to sell 
provinces on daycare

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Following in the path of 31 
other countries includ-

ing Germany, France, Italy, 
Canada, Russia, and Brazil, the 
United States has at last ‘recog-
nized’ the Armenian genocide. 
Not that the United States 
ever denied it, but it officially 
avoided the word ‘genocide’ for 
106 years for fear of angering 
the Turks.

But there are hidden depths 
here, because Israel still refuses 
to accept the word ‘genocide’ 
about the Armenian massacres. 
Every year since the 1980s a 
resolution is introduced in Isra-
el’s parliament demanding that 
Israel also call it a genocide, 
and every year it is rejected. 
Why?

In the past it was largely to 
avoid infuriating the Turkish 
government, which was once 
Israel’s only friend and near-
ally among Muslim-majority 
countries, but that’s no longer 
true. Under Prime Minister 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s thug-
gish rule, Turkey is no longer 
Israel’s friend, and Jerusalem 
now has lots of friends and 
near-allies among the Arab 
dictatorships. So why does 
Israel still hold out?

Because the Holocaust of the 
European Jews committed by 
the Nazis was the event that 

Coming to terms with 
the Armenian genocide

ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

gave the word ‘genocide’ global 
currency, and many Israelis 
feel that putting the Armenian 
massacres of 1915 into the same 
category devalues the currency. 

The problem is that the 
meaning of the word ‘genocide’ 
has now expanded to include 
many other evil deeds done to 
large groups of people sharing 
a common ethnicity or religion. 
For example, it is now used to 
describe China’s treatment of 
the Uyhgur people of Xinjiang, 
but not many Jews would be 
comfortable ranking that with 
the Holocaust.

Whereas most Armenians 
really want the catastrophe that 
befell their ancestors to have 
the same status as the Jewish 
holocaust: an unprovoked, 
premeditated, systematic 
attempt to exterminate an 
entire people. But that’s not 
actually what happened to 
the Armenians of the Otto-
man Empire, although what 
happened was bad enough. 

A group of junior officers 
called the Young Turks seized 
control of the Ottoman empire 
in 1908, and their leader, 

Enver Pasha, foolishly took the 
empire into the First World War 
at Germany’s side in November 
1914. He then led a Turkish 
army east to attack Russia, 
which was allied to Britain and 
France.

That army was destroyed 
in the deep snow around 
Kars – only one-tenth of it got 
back to base – and the Turks 
panicked. They scrambled to 
put some kind of defensive 
front together, but behind them 
in eastern Anatolia were Chris-
tian Armenians who had been 
agitating for independence 
from the empire for decades.

Various revolutionary 
Armenian groups, Dashnaks 
and Hunchaks, had been in 
touch with Moscow, offering 
to stage uprisings behind the 
Turkish army when Russian 
troops arrived in Anatolia. 
Some of them now assumed the 
Russians were on their way and 
jumped the gun.

Other Armenian revolution-
ary groups, near the Mediter-
ranean coast, were in contact 
with the British command 
in Egypt, and had promised 
an uprising to coincide with 
planned British landings on 
Turkey’s south coast. Later 
Winston Churchill switched 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10



Thursday, April 29, 2021 | THE OBSERVER O P I N I O N  |  9   

JOE
MERLIHAN 
Publisher  
519-669-5790 x107

Find Us:
20-B Arthur St. N.,
Elmira, Ontario, N3B 1Z9

Contact Us:
Phone: 519-669-5790
Toll Free: 1-888-966-5942
Fax: 519-669-5753
Email: info@woolwichobserver.com
newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Web: https://observerxtra.com

Social Media:
Facebook: observerxtra
Twitter: woolwichnews
Instagram: observerxtra

Professional Associations:
• Ontario Community Newspaper 

Association (OCNA)
• News Media Canada
• The Greater KW  

Chamber of Commerce

STEVE
KANNON 
Editor  
519-669-5790 x103

DAMON
MACLEAN 
Reporter 
519-669-5790 x101

SEAN
HEEGER 
Reporter 
519-669-5790 x102

PATRICK
MERLIHAN 
Print/Web Manager  
519-669-5790 x105

DONNA
RUDY 
Sales Manager  
519-669-5790 x104

CASSANDRA
MERLIHAN 
Graphic Designer  
519-669-5790 x109

Founded  
in 1996.

About Us:
Independent, locally-owned and the 
only weekly community newspaper 
serving the residents of Woolwich and 
Wellesley Townships.  Real news, real 
reporting concentrating on the close-to-
home issues in our communities. When 
it comes to reaching our residents, The 
Observer is unsurpassed.

Press Oversight:
The Observer is a member of the 
National Newsmedia Council - an 
independent organization established 
to deal with acceptable journalistic 
practises and ethical behaviour. If 
you have concerns about editorial 
content, contact:  519-669-5790 ext 
103  or editor@woolwichobserver.com.  
If you are not satisfied with the response 
and wish to file a complaint, visit 
mediacouncil.ca or call 1-844-877-1163 
for more information.

Subscriptions:
Annual subscriptions to The Observer 
mailed within Canada/U.S. are available 
by contacting the office or visiting 
online: observerxtra.com/subscribe

Delivery Concerns:
Issues with local delivery can be made 
online: observerxtra.com/delivery. 
Immediate issues can be directed to The 
Record by calling 519-894-3000.

Letters to the Editor:
Letters must be exclusive to this 
publication on a topic of relevance to 
the community. It must contain the 
author's name, address, contact info 
and be no more than 300 words. Letters 
may be edited for length and clarity. The 
Observer declines announcements, 
poetry, thank-you and unsigned letters. 
Deliver to: editor@woolwichobserver.
com or online: observerxtra.com/letters

STEVE  
KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

Despite an improved dispute mechanism, trade deals remain suspect

US$13 million, repealed 
the MMT ban and, ludi-
crously, apologized to 
the company. Suddenly, 
NAFTA Chapter 11 had the 
attention of policy-makers 
and the public,” he writes 
in The Rise and Demise of 
NAFTA Chapter 11

“Next up, in 1998, a 
U.S. waste disposal firm 
challenged a temporary 
Canadian ban on the 
export of toxic polychlo-
rinated biphenyl (PCB) 
wastes. Canada argued 
that the ban was taken for 
environmental protection 
reasons in accordance 
with its obligations under 
the Basel Convention 
on the Control of Trans-
boundary Movements of 
Hazardous Wastes and 
their Disposal. The NAFTA 
tribunal brushed this 
argument aside, deciding 

that Canadian actions had 
violated the Chapter 11 
rules on discrimination 
and minimum standards 
of treatment. It awarded 
SD Myers $6.05 million 
and ordered the govern-
ment to pay the investors’ 
legal costs of US$850,000.”

Such issues are a clear 
example of how talk about 
free trade has little to do 
with trade – and even less 
with freedom. In fact, 
NAFTA and the types 
of deals that followed – 
CETA, TPP, CUSMA and 
their ilk – are all about 
corporate control, subvert-
ing the public good in the 
name of profits.

The trouble is that deals 
such as the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership aren’t about 
trade. They’re about 
enshrining corporatism 
and eliminating national 
government control over 
unfettered capitalism in 
all its abusive glory.

Moving farther along the 
“trade” deal continuum, 

new deals such as the TPP 
enshrines the right of 
corporate profit over good 
public policy, the environ-
ment and even people’s 
lives. Corporations can 
and will sue governments 
for impeding profits, able 
to claim massive compen-
sation from governments 
if they’re unable, for 
instance, to offer private 
health care services in 
Canada.

TPP-like agreements 
are no longer primarily 
about reducing traditional 
trade barriers. Instead, 
they’re about policies that 
have nothing to do with 
comparative advantage, 
policies that are often 
designed to lead to higher 
consumer costs and 
concentrated corporate 
power. 

So, the TPP has little to 
do with trade – and recall 
that free trade deals have 
largely been harmful to 
most Canadians and their 
working- and middle-class 

counterparts in the U.S. – 
but everything to do with 
increasing the wealth of a 
few while killing jobs and 
driving up prices here. On 
that, many critics – Nobel 
laureates included – agree.

Many see it as an 
end-run around sovereign 
nations and their ability to 
protect the public good – 
already a dubious enter-
prise, given the corrupt 
and co-opted govern-
ments we elect. There will 
be a loss of governance, 
higher prices – changes 
in rules about intellectual 
property and patents will 
drive up the cost of items 
from pharmaceuticals to 
music – and a downward 
pressure on wages.

We know, of course, that 
sweeping trade agree-
ments have largely been 
harmful for our economy, 
encouraging the kind of 
globalization that has 
gutted the manufacturing 
sector in Ontario, as it has 
even in the U.S. heartland.

Language in early deals 
such as NAFTA becomes 
even more pronounced 
in CETA and the TPP 
allow for end-runs around 
national governments, 
essentially constraining 
their powers. In many 
ways, its continued 
deregulation by stealth, 
as governments would be 
handcuffed. As parties to 
the negotiations, they do 
so willingly, attempting to 
hide from the public the 
desire to turn more power 
over to corporations. Once 
the agreements are in 
place, national govern-
ments can simply wash 
their hands of any issues 
raised by their citizens.

It’s a corporate-friendly 
agenda, to the detriment 
of other priorities citizens 
may have, turning over 
the levers of control from 
public hands to private.

 It can be argued that 
liberalized monetary poli-
cies and trade deals that 
favour corporate interests 
over the well-being of 
citizens – policies that 
have eroded our standard 
of living for three decades. 
The cure, we’re told, is yet 
more deregulation and 
globalization, essentially 
offering a drowning man 
more water instead of a 
lifejacket.

It’s the angst over 
sweeping changes to our 
economies that has help 
fuel the rise of populist 
movements, from the 
perpetrator of Make Amer-
ica Great Again to citi-
zen-friendly groups such 
as Syriza and Podemos.

The actualities of the 
trade wars such as we 
saw from the previous 
U.S. administration, for 
instance, don’t make 
sense, but the sentiment 
does, particularly to the 
ever-important base. In 
principle, Western coun-
tries under strain from the 
influx of overseas goods 
and the insidious trend of 
outsourcing to offshore 

The Observer has always been grateful for the support it gets from the community. Thank you!

Essentially a Donald 
Trump vanity project 

and a slightly modified 
version of the North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), the 
Canada–U.S.–Mexico 
Agreement (CUSMA) did 
contain one win for the 
people.

As the Centre for Policy 
Alternative’s Scott Sinclair 
notes in a new report, the 
removal of investor-state 
dispute settlement (ISDS) 
from the renegotiated 
NAFTA was a critical 
victory for democratic 
sovereignty over investor 
power. Within three years, 
CUSMA will eliminate 
ISDS between Canada and 
the U.S. and significantly 
scale it back between the 
U.S. and Mexico.

That makes for a nice 
change, he notes, given 
the number of negatives 
Canada has suffered under 
NAFTA’s investment 
provisions in Chapter 11. 
Sinclair cites examples 
in which Canadians not 
only had environmental 
hazards imposed on them, 
but were forced to pay for 
the privilege, the result of 
ISDS provisions that had 
gone largely undiscussed 
prior to NAFTA’s coming 
into force in 1994.

“The obscurity of 
NAFTA’s ISDS system 
was short-lived. In 1996, 
Ethyl Corporation, the U.S. 
company responsible for 
leaded gasoline, launched 
the first NAFTA claim 
against Canada. Ethyl 
objected to a Canadian 
ban on the import and 
inter-provincial trade 
of MMT, the manga-
nese-based gasoline addi-
tive that is a suspected 
neurotoxin. Automakers 
also claimed that MMT 
interfered with automo-
bile on-board diagnostic 
systems.

“In 1998, after prelimi-
nary tribunal judgments 
against it, the Canadian 
government settled with 
the company. It paid Ethyl →KANNON 10
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Notice of Pesticide Use
Please be advised of the application of larvicide to the following locations 
for the control of West Nile Virus Vectors:

• Catch basins
• Sewage lagoons
• Ditches and standing water

Between May 10, 2021 and September 30, 2021, municipalities within the 
Region of Waterloo will be conducting a larviciding program under the 
authority of the Region of Waterloo Medical Officer of Health to prevent the 
development of mosquito larvae into vectors of West Nile Virus. Altosid 
Pellets (PCP #21809, pellet) or VectoLex WSP (PCP #28009, pouch) will be 
placed by hand into catch basins of storm drains within the Region. The 
larvicide VectoLex CG (PCP #28008, granular), may be applied to sewage 
lagoons, if larvae are present. The larvicides VectoBac 1200L (PCP #21062, 
liquid) or VectoBac 200G (PCP #18158, granular) may be applied to 
standing water throughout the Region, if larvae are present. All larvicide 
will be applied by licensed applicators or trained technicians employed by 
Pestalto Environmental Health Services following Ministry of the 
Environment Conservation and Parks guidelines.
For additional details on exact locations and dates of treatments, please 
call Region of Waterloo Public Health, Health Protection and Investigation 
at 519-575-4400 or Pestalto Environmental Health Services Inc. at 
1-866- 648-7773. For information about West Nile: 
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/fightthebite

STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Expressing myself may come at a cost
indifferent to, or do not 
find more than slightly 
offensive. But it is only 
when we allow people 
on the fringe to express 
themselves in ways we 
find abhorrent and annoy-
ing that we truly prove we 

cherish this inalienable 
right.

This explains why I 
have concluded that I do 
not live in a home where 
freedom of expression is 
valued – at least by some. 
I realized this shortly after 
Jenn declared martial 
law and decreed that all 
turkey calling is abhorrent 
and annoying. She then 
proclaimed – unilater-
ally, mind you – that it 
would have to be practiced 
outside of the house from 
here on out. 

Of course, I did not 
take this sitting down. I 
pointed out that this sort 
of declaration is likely 
forbidden by our Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms. 
She then conceded that I 
might have a particularly 
good legal argument too, 
but also she uttered what I 
can only assume is a veiled 
threat about making a 
tofu-based meal for dinner 
every day for the remain-
der of the turkey season.

This left me with no 
choice but to capitulate. 
So, as much as it pains me, 
I now have to practice my 
turkey calling outside, 
whenever Jenn is home – 
which is essentially all the 
time.  

Clearly, the brave and 
moral thing to do would be 

I have always believed 
that our society’s devo-

tion to freedom of expres-
sion is only tested when 
an unpopular message is 
communicated. It is easy 
to permit people to say 
things we agree with, are 

the landings much 
further west to Gallipoli, 
but again the Armenian 
revolutionaries didn’t get 
the message in time and 
rebelled anyway.

The Young Turks 
panicked: if the Russians 
broke through in eastern 
Anatolia, all the Arab parts 
of the empire would be 
cut off. So they ordered 
the deportation of all the 
Armenians in the east to 
Syria – over the moun-
tains, in winter, on foot. 
And since there were no 
regular troops to spare, 
it was mostly Kurdish 
irregulars who guarded 
the Armenians on the way 
south.

The Kurds shared 
eastern Anatolia with the 
Armenians, but the neigh-
bours had never been 

friendly. So many of the 
Kurdish escorts assumed 
they had free license to 
rape, steal and kill, and 
between that, the lack of 
food, and the weather, 
up to half the deportees 
died. To the extent that the 
Turkish government knew 
about it, it did nothing to 
stop it.

More Armenians 
died in the sweltering, 
disease-ridden camps 
they were held in once 
they arrived in Syria. It 
was mass murder through 
panic, incompetence and 
deliberate neglect, but it 
was mostly over by 1916, 
and most Armenians in 
other parts of the empire 
survived the war. Indeed, 
they are the ancestors of 
the Armenian diaspora 
today.

The best estimate is 

that 800,000 Armenians 
were killed during the 
mass deportations from 
eastern Anatolia to Syria 
in 1915, at least a third of 
the Ottoman Empire’s 
entire Armenian popu-
lation at the time. But in 
its lack of planning, its 
chaotic execution, and its 
limitations in time and 
space it was very different 
from what happened to 
Europe’s Jews in 1941-45.

Nevertheless, it fits 
today’s expanded defini-
tion of the word ‘genocide,’ 
and using that word will 
give comfort to a lot of 
people who have never 
had a proper apology from 
the Turks. The current 
generation of Israelis are 
grown-up enough to live 
with that outcome, and it’s 
about time the Turks grew 
up too.

→FROM 8

DYER: The meaning of genocide has expanded, and 
countries such as Turkey need to learn to be adult about it

locales, which have been 
more pressing concerns 
than trade with our U.S. 
neighbours, with whom 
we have much more in 
common on every front ... 
until recently, that is.

Buying locally, especially 
from small producers and 
retailers, is the perfect 
tonic for the globaliza-
tion that has destabilized 
the financial system, 
weakened the domestic 
economy and lowered the 
standards and safety of 
the goods we consume. It 

to rise up against this sort 
of tyranny with peace-
ful protests, sit-ins and 
prolonged turkey-calling 
sessions. 

But, in fairness, when 
Patrick Henry uttered the 
immortal words “Give 
me liberty or give me 
death” he did not know 
there were things worse 
than death – like any 
meal containing tofu, for 
instance.

Tofu is the kind of food 
that makes you want to 
unionize your stomach 
so it can go on a hunger 
strike.

The good news is we 

live on a street where only 
one other family currently 
resides – and a hunter 
lives in that house, too. 
This means I can strut up 
and down my road cluck-
ing, yelping, purring and 
cutting like a hen while 
maintaining my dignity.

Still, having to do this is 
not fair at all. For turkey 
calling is, at this time of 
year, the way I express 
myself most eloquently.

For instance, when 
Jenn mentioned tofu, I 
used my call to make a 
series of “putt” sounds, 
which as we all know is 
the wild turkey’s way of 
indicating that it is feeling 
panicked and perhaps 
even a bit frightened. At 
no point did I make the 
soft purr sounds that 

indicate contentment, 
however.

The fact that Jenn did 
not pick up on these very 
obvious signals this tells 
me she is simply not 
listening. Or, even worse, 
we are in the midst of one 
of those communication 
breakdowns that you hear 
about. Strangely enough, 
the same thing happened 
during duck season.

Sadly, a combination of 
the COVID pandemic and 
turkey season probably 
rule out the possibility of 
couples counselling. So, if 
I want to call in the house 
to practice – and I do – I 
will have to settle for many 
meals containing tofu. 
Rest assured, however, if it 
comes to this, I will do my 
best to gobble them down. 

→FROM 9

KANNON: Moving away from a dispute resolution method 
that puts corporations ahead of people is a good step

may not be that simple, but 
simplicity and sloganeer-
ing are the hallmark of the 
types of populism we’re 
seeing in the U.S.

Trade deals have typi-
cally reflected the imbal-
ance of power between 
corporate investors and 
the vast majority of the 
public. But there’s some 
reason for optimism, 
Sinclair notes in his report.

“Just as the early NAFTA 
Chapter 11 cases turbo-
charged the ISDS regime 
in North America and 
globally, its undoing in 

USMCA might animate 
the reverse process of 
dismantling the system. 
In Europe, there is anger 
over lawsuits from 
investors demanding 
massive compensation for 
the phasing out of fossil 
fuels.32 In the Global 
South, dozens of coun-
tries, large and small, 
have chosen to extricate 
themselves from damag-
ing investment treaties.

“While it will not be an 
easy task, the prospects 
for dismantling ISDS are 
better today than ever.”

I ♥ my local
newspaper.
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Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
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BusinessBusiness Some 57% of people believe they are not 
ready for what their employment will look like 
in the future, according to a new Workforce 
Planning Board report entitled “Future of 
Work: Looking at the Workforce’s Thoughts 
for the Future,”  The report looks at the 
future of work, including skills development 
and the trends that may be most impactful. 

The province is decreasing the Ontario Elec-
tricity Rebate from 21.2% to 18.9% effective 
May 1, with the intention that, for residential 
and small business customers, the reduction 
in the electricity price will be offset by the 
change in the OER, the total pre-tax credit 
that appears at the bottom of electricity 
bills. The offsetting changes are expected 
to keep prices stable.

The future of work Electricity prices

Tim Henneberry's latest venture in St. Jacobs is a candy store called Fudge Sakes. Sean Heeger

No time like the present, says entrepreneur
Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

FOR FUDGE SAKES, A 
NEW candy store just 
opened in St. Jacobs. 

Launched just a month 
ago amid the most recent 
COVID-19 shutdown by 
Tim Henneberry, owner of 
Fog Off Clothing Co., the 
new store got its start with 
the goal of becoming your 
go-to destination for sweet 
treats. 

Knowing the space in 
which the candy store 
now sits was going on the 
market, Henneberry says 
he wanted to open some-
thing new, but he did not 
quite know what was going 
there when he first made 
the decision to take on the 
new retail space. 

“It (the new space) was 
becoming available, so it 
didn’t even really go up 
for rent because it’s the 
same landlord. So, I was 
like ‘I want it,’ [and the 
landlord said]‘what are 
you going to put in there?’ 
and at the time, I didn’t 
know, I just knew I wanted 
it because it’s close to my 
other store. I was going to 
open my other clothing 
brand in here called Off 

the Hook Apparel, and 
then I just thought, ‘what’s 
this town missing?’ and I 
[thought] ‘a candy store.’ 
Every little town has a 
candy store/ice cream 
shop,” said Henneberry. “I 
just saw the village itself 
[and] what it was missing, 
and what the demographic 
is – and everybody likes 
candy. Everybody likes 
ice cream, everybody likes 
Pop Shoppe, everybody 
likes the retro stuff. I try to 
bring in the old candies, 
the old lollipops, and just 
stuff that you can’t get at 
the convenience store.”

In addition to the 
specialty candies, fudges 
and other items that you 
may not be able to find 
elsewhere, Fudge Sakes 
also offers customers 
popcorn, cotton candy, 50 
different kinds of saltwater 
taffy and even soft-serve 
ice cream.

“We do the soft serve 
and then we do hurri-
canes… [like blizzards], 
but we do higher-end 
gourmet ones. Choco-
late-covered potato chips, 
chocolate-covered gummy 
bears, Reese’s Pieces, Oreo, 
Nerds, chocolate rocks, 
Bounty bar, and then you 

can actually get your fudge 
and have that put in a soft 
serve ice cream, too.”

An entrepreneur all his 
life, first with a restaurant 
and then clothing brands 
such as Fog Off, Henne-
berry never really thought 
of opening a candy store. 
While he knows everyone 
loves candy, this was not 
a childhood dream of his 
come true, but a way to 
make people happy while 
giving the community new 
options that were absent 
from the village. 

Opening during the 
pandemic might have 
been scary and worrying to 
some, but Henneberry says 
he never let it faze him, 
opting to take the optimis-
tic route. It has paid off 
well since the first day. 

“With any business 
venture I ever do, I never 
actually stop and worry 
about it; I don’t take the 
time to. If you worry, then 
it could cause worry for 
me. So, I just always put 
my heart and passion into 
everything that I do and 
believe it’s going to work, 
and nine and a half times 
out of 10 it has in my past,” 
he added. “We’ve been 
open a month, and the 

So, what should we 
wish for: low food 

prices, or healthy farmers?
Both options would be 

nice. Rising food prices 
are consumers’ biggest 
concern. They were 
already predicted to rise 
up to five per cent this 
year before the price of 
grain started skyrock-
eting, owing to short 
supplies. Now, consumers’ 
prices will likely rise even 
more.

Farmers benefit when 
prices rise, although their 
costs usually rise with 
them. But overall, better 
prices give farmers an 
opportunity to replace 
worn equipment, pay 
down debt and generally, 
breathe a little easier than 
when prices are low.

It gives them a mental 
health break. And they 
need it. 

A bit over five years 
ago, University of Guelph 
researcher Andria 
Jones-Bitton found farm-
ers’ mental health had 
become a real problem. 
Stress, depression, anxiety 
and burnout were chal-
lenging their resilience. 
Rates of these conditions 
were appreciably higher 
with farmers than with the 
general population.

Jones-Bitton discov-
ered farmers were coping 
poorly with tough condi-
tions on and off their oper-
ations, owing to consumer 
suspicions about food 
quality, along with activist 
pressures.

Her academically sound 
findings quantified the 
problem for the first time 
in the history of Canadian 
farming. That in itself is 
incredible. But so was the 
response from the farm 
community; in particular, 
the acceptance of her find-
ings, the ownership of the 
problem, and the deter-
mination to do something 
about it. 

Stoic agriculture finally 
had a shroud of secrecy 
ripped away. And it was 
relieved. Some significant 
farmers’ mental health 
programs, initiatives and 
workshops for farmers 

followed. 
Now, are things better?
Jones-Bitton wants 

to find out. Through 
an online survey, she’s 
embarking on new 
research with farmers to 
give her a five-year update 
into how mental health 
issues have changed, for 
better or worse.

For example, are 
producers satisfied with 
mental health support 
programs? Has the stigma 
around help-seeking 
subsided? Is suicide and 
substance use decreasing?

The findings from this 
study may inform policy 
and programming related 
to mental health and 
well-being in agriculture, 
she says. And having 
farmers reflect on their 
own mental well-being, 
along with developing an 
increased understanding 
of their coping and resil-
ience, could be a positive 
experience – it could lead 
to a better awareness of 
mental resources, coping 
strategies and emotional 
capability, she says.

A mitigating factor – 
one you would expect to 
heighten anxiety – is the 
pandemic. 

“COVID-19 is the big 
‘new’ thing impact-
ing farmers,” she says. 
“There’s been so much 
change and uncertainty 
around the pandemic and 
the measures being used 
for disease control.”

So while she and her 
co-researcher Dr. Briana 
Hagan have maintained a 
number of the same scales 
used in the original survey 
to compare between the 
five-year timepoints, 
they have also included 
COVID-specific questions.

Another change is 
gender differences in 
mental health and the 
stressors experienced 
between the genders. As 
in other parts of society, 
diversity, equity and 

Research measures 
farmers' reslience 

during tough times

Newly launched Fudge Sakes offers retro candy and other items from retail store
local support has been 
incredible, and that’s 
basically 99 per cent of the 
business right now.”

With his other brand 
Fog Off, there was a large 
mental health aspect 
with that business, with 
a percentage of proceeds 
going to organizations 
each month supporting 
those with mental health 
afflictions. 

He says he pondered 
bringing this over to Fudge 
Sakes, but instead he is 
looking into something 
where he would be able 
to support children and 
families.

Down the road, Henne-
berry already has plans 
to open another Fudge 
Sakes and Fog Off store 
in another town, hoping 
to expand and share the 
joy that comes with his 
brands. 

He also plans on build-
ing a patio deck over the 
next few weeks so custom-
ers can enjoy their treats 
in the sunshine as they get 
out for a socially distanced 
and safe outing. 

Fudge Sakes is located 
downtown on King Street 
in St Jacobs, and is open 
for in-store shopping. 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

→ ROBERTS 22



THE OBSERVER | Thursday, April 29, 2021 | 12

Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

ArtsArts The Stratford Festival has expanded 
its online offerings as it marks the first 
anniversary of its Thursday night view-
ing parties with an encore screening of 
King Lear, and with a specially curated 
selection of theatrical content newly 
added to Stratfest@Home, the Festi-
val’s $10-a-month streaming service. 
www.stratfordfestival.ca

A concert by the Canadian duo Whitehorse, 
performed from the stage of Oakville Centre 
for the Performing Arts, will be streamed 
via The Registry Theatre May 8 at 8 p.m. By 
using the pre-sale code ‘Kitchener,’ view-
ers can help support the Registry as well.
www.registrytheatre.com

Streaming Stratford Whitehorse in concert

Elmira Farmers 
Market is opening 

Saturday
May 1st

at 8:00 a.m. under strict 
Covid-19 guidelines.

For more information call
519-504-1925

Specializing in local products.
New Vendors Welcome!

Any questions feel free to call 
and ask Allan @ 519-504-1925

New Location
6 Arthur St. N., Elmira (off of William St) 

in the old Freiburger’s parking lot

Grow local business | observerxtra.com/ads

Reach the right person  at the 

right time to make a purchase

T H E  P O W E R  O F  P R I N T .

The Observer is the most-widely read newspaper in our communities 
for twenty-five years. Through that time this newspaper has earned the 
trust and partnered with local businesses to deliver their advertising 
messages. Connecting with active loyal readers through professional 
journalism sets us apart from every other local advertising medium.  
Find out how The Observer can help you get the word out.

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

THE HANDIWORK OF 
ELMIRA’S LORI Burmas-
ter Zenker can be found 
in the series of scavenger 
hunts launched to help 
residents get outside 
and out of any COVID-19 
funk. It can also be found 
in her contributions to 
the Chicken Soup for the 
Soul books, most recently 
in a chapter of Be You, 
101 Stories of Affirma-
tion, Determination and 
Female Empowerment.

Burmaster Zenker has 
been contributing to the 
book series for about a 
decade now, her first story 
appearing as part of 2011’s 
Chicken Soup for the Soul: 
O Canada, 101 Heart-
warming and Inspiring 
Stories by and for Canadi-
ans. Her story chronicled 
her experience with the 
great Canadian pastime of 
hockey as Elmira tried to 
win the Kraft Hockeyville 
contest.

Since then, she has writ-
ten a handful of pieces for 
the series, which she says 
allows people to see that 
there are stories every-
where that can inspire us 
in many ways. 

“Everyone has a story, 
and you should share 
it and get it out there. 
Everybody has interesting 
things to share with the 
world – they should find 
a way to tell the story,” 
said Burmaster Zenker. 
“Lots of people should try 

this because everyone has 
stuff that [they can share]. 
I write about simple 
things like the maple 
syrup festival, and my 
mom’s vegetable garden. 
The one that I wrote for 
the [latest book] was on 
learning to play the cello, 

Finding inspiration through everyday stories

Elmira's Lori Burmaster Zenker has contributed stories to a number of the Chicken Soup for the Soul books. Sean Heeger

Lori Burmaster Zenker draws on her own experience in her latest contribution to the Chicken Soup for the Soul series

would grow in her musi-
cal prowess, while also 
taking each day’s lesson 
as a therapeutic break 
from the life around her. 
Finally, Burmaster Zenker 
caps off the story with her 
reigning supreme over the 
first book of instruction 
and moving on to the 
second – she is now on the 
fourth book in her educa-
tion – all while learning of 
the tenth book down the 
road and realizing how 
precious her hobby had 
become in the years since 
she started. 

“All my friends were 
turning 50, and they 
were going on trips and 
getting their hair done 
and blah blah blah, and 
I said I want to try some-
thing different. So, I just 
thought I would learn to 
play the cello, and I’m still 
learning,” she added of 
her journey.

For her next story she 
says it is something she 
deems a little humorous. 
While she cannot get 
into details, she says it 
involves a racoon being 
shot out of a tree.

Sharing tales of every-
day life from those around 
us, Chicken Soup has been 
changing perspectives 
with inspirational stories 
for almost 30 years. Since 
the publication of the first 
book, the series has taken 
off, not only expanding to 
cover more themes, but 
also launching pet foods, 
food products and even 
television programming.

so, I mean it’s not big 
adventures.”

Her latest story 
captures a facet of her life. 
At the age of 50, while all 
her friends were doing 
fantastic things to mark 
the occasion such as 
taking trips and changing 

their looks, Burmaster 
Zenker decided to do 
something a little differ-
ent. She would learn to 
play the cello. 

Aiming to boost her 
brain power, she went 
to the music store and 
picked up a cello to rent. 

Later, a cello would be 
gifted by her family, and 
her lessons began like 
they do for all others, at 
the start. Her story details 
how she learned to master 
the basics and climbed 
the ladder set in front of 
her at each stage as she 
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25 YEARS OF COMMUNITY NEWS.

Find more online: observerxtra.com/25

Much has changed since The Observer  
was launched 25 years ago

At the start of last year, 
no one was predict-

ing a pandemic to sweep 
through, let alone that 
we’d still be dealing with 
public health restrictions 
more than a year later. 
Likewise, the owners 
of The Observer hadn’t 
planned on marking the 
newspaper’s 25th anniver-
sary during a lockdown.

But if there’s one thing 
brothers Joe and Patrick 
Merlihan have learned in 
the last quarter-century, 
it’s that unpredictability is 
part of running a business, 
especially in the increas-
ingly volatile publishing 
industry.

The media landscape 
has shifted dramatically 
since the first edition 
of The Observer hit the 
streets in 1996, timed to 
coincide with the Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival. 
Back then, the brothers 
and fellow Elmiran Brian 
Jantzi saw the potential 
in a newspaper to serve 
the residents of Woolwich 
and Wellesley townships, 
in effect taking on an 
existing publication, the 
Elmira Independent, 
itself established in 1974 
in competition to the 
long-established Elmira 
Signet, which eventually 
folded.

With an idea for a 
new paper, a personal 
loan of $4,000 and more 
energy than experience, 
the three twenty-some-
things formed Cathedral 
Communications, named 

for its rented office space 
in the basement of a 
former church on what 
was then King Street (now 
Memorial Avenue).

Those early days were 
full of challenges – many 
of them unknown at the 
start – that were met with 
youthful enthusiasm that 
far exceeded the shoe-
string budget available to 
the three young , inexperi-
enced entrepreneurs. 

“In retrospect, we really 
didn’t have a good idea 
of what we were getting 
ourselves into. We knew 
we were on to something 
with the newspaper, but 
the rest we had to learn on 
the fly,” said Joe Merlihan, 
the paper’s publisher since 
its founding.

“Even back then, 
though, we wanted to 
provide the people of 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
with good community 
journalism without any 
agenda. We are fans of 
good newspapers, and we 
wanted that to be reflected 
in our paper.”

Given that the compet-
itor at the time, the 
Elmira Independent, 
was a subscription-based 
publication, the fledgling 
entrepreneurs decided 
their newspaper would be 
a controlled-circulation 
product, distributed free 
of charge to every house-
hold. From the initial 
run of 7,500 in 1996, that 
number has grown to 
16,000.

“We’ve been able to grow 

along with the commu-
nities we serve thanks to 
the great support we get 
from the people here,” said 
Merlihan.

Beyond a growing circu-
lation, much has changed 
in the past 25 years. Most 
notably, the internet was 
still a fledgling presence in 
1996, and social media had 
yet to develop. The news-
paper industry has faced a 
number of challenges that 
The Observer’s founders 
never envisioned when 
they got going.

 “Things started to 
change fairly early on, 
and they’re still changing 
all the time,” said Patrick 
Merlihan. 

As the paper’s produc-
tion manager, he looks 
after the online presence, 
too, and his job involves 
working with publish-
ing technology on a 
daily basis. The tools of 
the trade have evolved 
dramatically since the 
early days of The Observer, 
he notes.

“For our first issues, we 
relied on equipment at the 
student newspaper at the 
University of Waterloo, 
where I was a student at 
the time. I was a volun-
teer at Imprint,” he said. 
“Eventually, we got our 
first computer and then 
a printer. It was a big deal 
back then, as we were just 

starting out and really had 
to watch where the money 
went.” 

Today, that kind of 
equipment is just par for 
the course, but the funda-
mentals remain the same: 
“We want to put out a 
good paper for our readers 
every week – that’s what 
we wanted to do when we 
started, and what we still 
want to do every week,” 
said Patrick. 

He acknowledges, 
however, that both the 
look and the content have 
evolved over the years as 
experience allowed the 
Merlihans to improve the 
finished product.

“When I look at some 

of those early issues, I 
just have to cringe at the 
design. But you have to 
start somewhere, and I’m 
pretty sure we’ve learned 
something over the years,” 
Patrick laughed.

“Yeah, we were all flying 
by the seat of our pants 
back then,” agreed Joe.

The paper wouldn’t be 
where it is today without 
an amazing supporting 
staff. “Making newspapers 
is the ultimate team effort, 
working with talented 
people that are really good 
at their jobs makes it easier 
to come into work,” said 
Patrick.

“We have worked with 
a lot of amazing people in 
twenty-five years and The 
Observer has been a first-
job for a lot of people into 
this field of work. I get a lot 
of satisfaction seeing our 
former staff excel and take 
what they learned here to 
the next level.”

Now more firmly estab-
lished in the community, 
the focus is on serving the 
public through the tradi-
tional role of the press as 
watchdog and as a reflec-
tion of the people who live 
here.

“We know more about 
making a newspaper and 
operating a local business, 
but we’re still all about 
providing an informative, 
entertaining product for 
the people in the area,” 
he added. “That’s been 
the goal for 25 years, and 
that’s not ever going to 
change.” 

Back when it all started in 1996: Patrick Merlihan, Brian Jantzi and Joe Merlihan launched the Wool-
wich Observer as the first co-operative newspaper in Canada. Allen D.  Martin

Community journalism has been the priority right from the start
The Observer was 

launched with 
community journalism at 
the forefront, though the 
founders certainly have a 
deeper view of what that 
means.

“When we started, 
we certainly wanted a 
newspaper that reflected 
the community that 

we served. To this day, 
that has changed,” said 
publisher Joe Merlihan 
of the impetus behind 
the publication launched 
25 years ago this month. 
“But back then we were 
completely new to the 
business. Over the years, 
we’ve seen the importance 
of local journalism here 

and everywhere else.”
Merlihan notes the 

business of newspapers 
has changed dramatically 
over the last 25 years. 
While corporate interests 
have led to the reduction 
in actual journalism and 
the loss of many papers, 
the need for local journal-
ism remains. Today, it’s 

independent community 
newspapers that carry the 
banner.

The pandemic has put in 
the spotlight the role the 
importance of the news 
media – Statistics Canada 
studies show traditional 
media is Canadian’s 
number-one source of 
information about the 

crisis – and the economic 
stress on the industry, 
though it’s not alone in 
that regard.

Traditional news orga-
nizations have long been 
counted on during crises, 
notes a study done last 
year by Ryerson Universi-
ty’s Local News Research 
Project.

“What’s new this 
time, however, is that 
public reliance on the 
news media has spiked 
at the same time as the 
pandemic’s eradication 
of advertising revenue is 
threatening the survival 
of many local news 
providers. The erosion of 

→LOCAL PRESS 15
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The Ontario Community Newspapers 
Association and its Board of Directors are 

proud to congratulate the 

Woolwich ObserverWoolwich Observer
for 25 years of service to its readers. 
We are proud to represent such a 

dedicated community leader.
   Here’s to another 25 years, 
                   WOOLWICH OBSERVER!

THE VOICE OF THE COMMUNITY

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY --WOOLWICH OBSERVER!

TIM LOUIS
519-578-3777 TimLouisMP.ca

Member of Parliament, Kitchener-Conestoga

Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca@TimLouisKitCon

Scan this code with your smartphone camera to
watch my statement in the House of Commons.

Celebrating 25 years!
This milestone anniversary is a symbol of the dedication, resilience and
success of the many editors, reporters, volunteers and staff at the
Woolwich Observer who have supported our community through local
journalism over the past 25 years.
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LOCAL PRESS: Despite changing technology, community newspapers are today more important than ever

Owen Roberts Steve Galea

local journalism and its 
attendant risks for local 
democracy were cause for 
concern before COVID-19 
came along: Although 121 
local news operations have 
launched since the 2008 
recession, more than 300 
newspapers, online sites 
and broadcast outlets shut 
down in 214 communities 
over the same period, 
according to data from 
the Local News Map run by 
the Local News Research 
Project at Ryerson Univer-
sity’s School of Journal-
ism and collaborators at 
the University of British 
Columbia. Layoffs have 
ravaged many of the 

surviving newsrooms,” 
wrote April Lindgren.

“Twenty-five years 
ago, no one could have 
predicted all of the techno-
logical changes that were 
coming down the pike for 
the newspaper industry. 
We certainly didn’t know 
what to expect, but we’ve 
done our best to keep local 
news the priority through 
all the changes,” said 
Merlihan of The Observ-
er’s experience.

That’s a sentiment 
reflected by long-running 
columnists Owen Roberts 
and Steve Galea, whose 
words have been found in 
these pages for much of 
the paper’s existence.

“Independent jour-
nalism is holding up not 
because of advertising 
revenues (obviously), but 
rather because its readers 
find its contents tops for 
dependability and perti-
nence,” said Roberts.

“Watching the Observ-
er’s editorial scope grow 
over the past 25 years has 
been fascinating. At about 
the same time it was being 
launched, the Internet 
arrived. That gave news 
consumers ready access to 
a plethora of world news 
and views that were once 
hard to access. Today, I see 
much more emphasis in 
the Observer about how 
global events, including 

those I cover in agriculture 
and food, affect us locally. 

“Still, the Observer 
remains the go-to source 
for conventional local 
news.”

That’s a view shared 
by Galea, who has his 
firsthand experience with 

they are more valuable 
and needed than ever. 
More than that, they are 
worthy of your support,” 
said Galea. “Who else is 
going take the time to 
learn about our communi-
ties and the very specific 
issues and growing pains 
they face? What other 
source of media has that 
in-depth historical knowl-
edge your community 
newspaper has worked 
so hard to accumulate? 
A community newspa-
per, from its choice of 
features, news coverage 
and even columnists like 
me, provides the truest 
reflection of the people it 
serves.”

→FROM 13

Covering local councils a key part
of community journalism

Woolwich and Wellesley mayors speak to importance of trusted news source with emergence of social media

One of the principal 
jobs of community 

newspapers is coverage of 
local politics, especially the 
work of municipal councils.

Over the past 25 years, 
reporters at the paper have 
dealt with many elected 
officials, developing vary-
ing relationships. While 
it’s not always smooth 
sailing – it’s not breaking 
news to say journalists and 
politicians don’t always 
see eye to eye, but both 
essentially work for the 
public trust.

Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz has interacted 
with the media in several 
capacities over the years, 
including in her capacity 
as a volunteer with Wool-

wich Minor Hockey and 
at the start of her political 
career as a school board 
trustee in 1997. 

She started to have 
more interactions with 
The Observer when she 
became a councillor and 
then mayor in 2014.

“I think it’s important 
to have local newspa-
per especially in this 
day and age as things 
have progressed, and 
social media has become 
more prevalent. I think 
good-quality reporting 
is important for people 
because a lot of the infor-
mation that we get is not 
well researched. So, I think 
local newspapers have a 
really important role to 

play in that,” said Shantz. 
“I would say congratu-

lations to the Woolwich 
Observer on this mile-
stone. When the paper first 
started, it served to chal-
lenge the opinions of our 
other local paper. While 
we often philosophically 
have to agree to disagree, 
The Observer continues 
to hold the important role 
of questioning current 
events and issues. In 
the end, it is construc-
tive dialogue that leads 
to better decisions and 
makes our society a better 
place. All the best for the 
next 25 years!”

Wellesley Mayor Joe 
Nowak shares that senti-
ment regarding the impor-

tance of the local paper in 
the community. He says 
he has always been open 
to speaking with reporters 
and that his interactions 
have been constructive, by 
and large. 

“It’s always been posi-
tive, I mean I’ve had a very 
good rapport –  I’ve always 

been open to speak with… 
whoever may be getting in 
touch with me. I go back 
a long time [in municipal 
politics]. When you have 
the newspaper come out, 
within a few days after 
a council meeting, with 
the accurate information 
I think it’s extremely 

valuable. Oftentimes it 
counters, some of the 
comments that I’ve seen 
on social media,” said 
Nowak. “I believe that 
we need print media 
for accurate sources for 
truthful reporting of news. 
I feel this is especially 
important at a time when 
people seem to get a lot 
of their information from 
social media, and not from 
present sources so I just 
want to take a moment to 
congratulate the Observer 
for their 25 years of service 
to the community and I 
just want to reiterate the 
fact that you’re providing 
a very important service 
to this community and I 
thank you for that.”

Mayor Sandy Shantz Mayor Joe Nowak

Parker Merlihan narrates The Sun Came to Millen, a story his mother wrote twenty-five years earlier 
in his Elmira studio. The first episode of the podcast is available now at podcast.observerxtra.com

Serial novel published in Observer returns as podcast
Son of author narrates, records, engineers and produces the Sun Came to Millen twenty-five years after first publication

local newspapers, along 
with his weekly humour 
column.

“I have worked in 
independent community 
newspapers for more 
than 20 years and, though 
they are under a greater 
amount of pressure, I feel 

One of the earliest 
features found on the 

pages of The Observer was 
a serial called ‘The Sun 
Came to Millen,’ penned 
by Elmira’s Heather 
Calder. It appeared over a 
40-week period following 
the paper’s launch in 1996.

Twenty-five years later, 
the vignette of small-town 
life has received the digital 
treatment, turned into a 
podcast by the author’s 
son, Parker Merlihan.

It was a fun project to 
help mark The Observ-
er’s 25th anniversary this 
month, he said.

“It took approximately 
two hours per episode in 
total, so about 16 hours 
of work. It was mostly 
spent reading and fixing 
mistakes, and then creat-
ing the music and mixing 
in the atmospheres took 
the rest of the time. It got 

easier and easier after I 
found the groove of record-
ing.” 

The tale has been 
adapted from 40 segments 
into an eight-section 
audiobook recording. 
For Calder, watching her 
work turn into something 
new a quarter of a century 
later brought back some 
fond, but almost forgotten 
memories. She recalls that 
the story started with no 
specific destination in 
mind, taking on a life of its 
own.

“It was just an idea that 
we had started because it 
would be something kind 
of fun and interesting. 
And I can’t remember who 
thought of it – at the time 
when the paper started, 
everybody was open to 
any idea. So, yeah, I didn’t 
have a plan. I didn’t know 
what was going to happen 

at the end. I literally wrote 
it week by week, just 
kind of going wherever it 
took me,” she said of the 
feature’s origin.

The Sun Came to Millen 
started as a concept about 
a person returning to a 
small, conservative town 
after some years, setting 

off a series of events and 
changes in the commu-
nity. The “sun” in the title 
had a dual meaning, refer-
ring in part to the prover-

bial prodigal son. 
“The sun is like the 

person, the offspring, as 
well as like the lightness 
returning to the town, and 
the family members react 
to this person returning,” 
she explained.

In discussing the audio 
project, they decided a 
podcast would be more 
accessible than, say, a 
standard audiobook, said 
Merlihan.

“I really just loved going 
through the story that my 
mom wrote. It was really 
interesting to see how it 
would come together as I 
recorded it, and it was fun 
to see the choices my mom 
made.”

To listen to the podcast 
visit, https://podcast.
observerxtra.com. The 
podcast will be available 
on all major podcast 
streaming sites.
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on reaching the
milestone of 25 years in business.

eaching the
milestone of 25 years in business.milestone of 25 years in business.

on reaching thereaching theron reaching thereaching theron reaching thereaching ther

community newspaper in the Woolwich Observer.

You have proven to be industry leaders on the Provincial 
and National levels with award winning journalism and 
overall general excellence we can all aspire to reach.

As your colleagues and neighbours we would like to 
extend our congratulations on reaching such an amazing 
milestone.

We wish you much success for many years to come.

Best wishes from the
Midwestern Newspapers Corp.

Herald-Times
TheWalkerton

ESTABLISH 1861 • SERVING BROCKTON AND AREA FOR 160YEARS

Listowel Banner
Serving the Community since 1866

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE

ON YOUR 25TH

Here’s to many more years of serving our community! From your regional friend and delivery partner:
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I t  h a s  b e e n  a  p l e a s u r e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u  
t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s …  h e r e ’ s  t o  t h e  n e x t  2 5 !

CongratulationsCongratulations
on your 25th Anniversaryon your 25th Anniversary

C H E E R S  F R O M  
T H E  T O W N S H I P  O F  W O O LW I C H  

C O U N C I L  A N D  S TA F F

Twenty-five year evolution of the brand
Design has always played a prominent role in presenting the local news; the first 25 years of the faces of The Observer

March 30, 1996

ↆ Our origin issue 
was created at the 
University of Waterloo 
Imprint office. The logo 
featured Casablanca 
Antique font, but many 
readers saw two heads 
facing outwards in the 
lett 'O'. Nope, it was 
just a font. 

January 18, 1997
ↆ Not long after we 
started to publish, 
the Kitchener This 
Week paper folded. 
We borrowed their 
green colour and a 
few design elements. 
We bumped up our 
circulation and started 
delivering the paper 
with The Record.

July 26, 1997
ↆ Local graphic 
artist Ron Letkeman 
approached us with 
a mockup design of a 
new logo using Bauer 
Bodoni font and a new 
newspaper layout. This 
was the beginning of 
printing full-colour 
pages every week, the 
first local paper to lead 
the way. 

September 5, 1998
ↆ Blue and red colour 
was introduced to the 
logo. Much research 
was compiled before 
finalizing the colour. 
Both colours were 
deemed to present a 
professional timeless 
appeal which is what 
we were going for. This 
palette was maintained 
throughout the years.

September 2, 2000
ↆ Dropshadows 
were introduced in 
Photoshop ... ugh. 
We weren't alone 
over-using this feature. 
Big bold and chunky 
was the theme of this 
redesign. The Observer 
was online and wanted 
to identify as Canadian 
so introduced the maple 
leaf into our logo. 

September 1, 2001
ↆ A minor tweak to 
the design after a year 
of heavy dropshadow. 
This was the last design 
to feature a price. 
We assigned a value 
because free implied 
the paper had no value 
- we know that's not 
true. Some local stores 
sold them and kept the 
money for themselves.

October 5, 2002

ↆ Teasers looked 
great and highlighted 
stories within the 
paper. These little 
cut-out ones were a 
pain and designers 
spent hours cutting out 
images and rebuilding 
body parts that were 
out of the shot. This 
design survived five 
years without a tweak.

February 3, 2007
ↆ Bold, blue, grey and 
chevrons introduced. 
We used a condensed 
version of Bauer 
Bodoni and put a solid 
fill of red in the maple 
leaf. We dropped 
Woolwich from 
Observer as we had 
extended coverage 
to Wellesley township 
residents.

February 6, 2010
ↆ Matthew French 
was a staff graphic 
designer who did a 
complete redesign 
of the Observer by 
himself. The first and 
only time. No surprise to 
us that Matthew heads 
up the graphics dept. at 
the Globe and Mail. We 
introduced a masthead 
ad spot which has been 
a sell-out since.

March 3, 2012

ↆ This redesign was 
based around fonts. 
Gotham and Tiempos 
were paired, the white 
in the logo brightened 
up the nameplate. 
Tiempos was sourced 
from a boutique font 
bureau in New York 
City. Seven years 
with this design is the 
longest run.

February 7, 2019
ↆ Sometimes less 
is more. A little more 
whitespace is always 
a good thing. We re-
introduced weekend 
weather again (last 
was 1997), as well as 
gave our teaser story a 
more prominent feature 
on the cover. Gotham 
replaced by Proxima 
Nova font.

October 8, 2020
ↆ A solid blue 
nameplate was 
missed and returned 
as part of the iconic 
design element of 
the Observer brand. 
Tiempos is paired with 
Inter font which is also 
the font displayed at 
www.observerxtra.
com. A redesign of the 
website accompanied 
this design.
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Congratulations on 25 Years
From Metroland Printing

Industry-leading printing services customized for your brand, printing 
in a variety of sizes and formats. From newspapers to magazines to 

print flyers and more, we offer a wide range of printing options.

printing@metroland.com
www.metroland.com/printing

Cold Web Printing
Newspapers, Flyers, Magazines

Glossy Printing
Magazines, Flyers, Postcards, Brochures

Digital Printing
Direct Mail and Addressing, Variable Text

and Images, Short Run Printing
Bindery and Mailing

Saddle Stitch or Perfect Binding, Inserting, Cutting
Folding and Mailing

*  www.MetrolandDirect.com  *
    Ecommerce Store for Commercial Print, Large Format

Signage & Display and Promotional Items

519.571.8800  |  www.mgbwlaw.com
675 RIVERBEND DRIVE, KITCHENER

Happy 25th

Anniversary 
to The Woolwich Observer

Congratulations on this accomplishment. 
We wish you many more years of success.

Truck & Trailer Maintenance • Fuel Management System
Quality Petroleum Products • Truck Exhaust Fabrication

Hydraulic Hose Service

25 Earl Martin Drive, Elmira  •  519-669-5377

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

ELMIRA
TRUCK 

SERVICE

Congratulations 
Woolwich Observer 

on 25 years!

We salute you, as you celebrate 
25 years of continued growth 
and success.

We are proud to be your 
Commercial Insurance provider.

Insurance & Financial Solutions
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira, ON   N3B 3B1

519.669.1631     www.pib.com

Home & Auto   •   Commercial   •   Life & Living Benefits                 

Employee Health & Dental   •   Wealth Management 
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Congratulations

www.woolwichseniors.ca
contact@woolwichseniors.ca | 519-669-5044 

to �e Observer on celebrating 
25 years in business!  

It has been a pleasure working with you in our community.

Congratulations 
to the Observer on your 

special anniversary!

The WCHC believes a healthy 
community comes from strong 
local voices speaking to local 

issues in our community. 

Thank you for being that strong voice! 

Woolwich Community 
Health Centre

A brief history of the local community press
Community journal-

ism is a long-estab-
lished tradition in the 
area, with a number of 
publications setting up 
shop in Elmira as far back 
as the late-19th century.

Several newspapers 
started publishing, 
merged, or went out of 
business over the years, 
but the one thing that has 
been a near-constant in 
this field: competition. 
Acting as watchdog, 
demanding transparency 
from public officials, 
fostering ideas, and 
informing residents can 
attract a fair amount of 
opposition within commu-
nities. Any perceived 
slight in the pages of the 
newspaper can be the 
impetus for launching a 
new publication, even in a 
small market like Elmira.

Taking a walk through 
the historical record, you’ll 
find the Maple Leaf was 
one of the first recorded 
newspapers starting 
in the late-1800s. The 
German-language news-
paper Elmira Anzeiger 
(Indicator) dates back to 
1873. The Elmira Adver-
tiser began in 1883, the 
same year the Elmira 
Signet was founded by 
George Klinck and Lloyd 
Jansen.

By 1913, the Advertiser 
and the Signet merged and 
later sold to WV Outlet, 
who had threatened to 
start a rival newspaper. 
The Elmira Fair Dealer 
made a short-lived appear-
ance in 1959.

The Elmira Signet was 

sold several times before 
being bought by Baulk 
publishers in 1966. Baulk 
became Fairway Press, a 
division of the Kitchen-
er-Waterloo Record. In 
1971 the paper relocated 
to 4 Arthur St. S., where 
Sweet Scoops ice cream 
shop now operates. By 
1974, the Signet faced 
competition from the 
Elmira Independent, 
eventually ceasing publi-
cation in 1982 after a bitter 
eight-year rivalry.

The Independent 
started three weeks 
after the then-editor of 
the Signet was fired for 
insubordination. Cham-
pioning editorializing and 
vilifying local politicians, 
industries and community 
people, the Independent 
found an audience of 
readers who enjoyed the 
weekly venting at the 
perceived misdeeds of 
politicians. The Indepen-
dent business thrived as a 
publishing company that 
included several titles, 
including the KW Real 
Estate News, The Farm 
Gate and a National Inde-
pendent. The Independent 
earned a 1990 Michener 
Award for its coverage of 
the water crisis that envel-
oped Elmira in 1989.

By 1996, three young 
entrepreneurs saw the 
market as ripe for another 
newspaper, launching 
The Observer. They found 
readers receptive. Two 
months earlier, a short-
lived newspaper cobbled 
together by former 
disgruntled Independent 

employees trying to make 
a run at their former boss. 
That publication literally 
went up in flames as a 
late-night cigarette started 
a fire that destroyed the 
operation.

Unbeknownst to The 
Observer’s founders at the 
time, a rival newspaper 
company out of Fergus 
was also looking to enter 
the market in retribution 
against the Independent 
for starting a competing 
newspaper in Fergus. They 
stopped short of signing a 
lease, waiting to see if The 
Woolwich Observer had 
staying power.

Twenty-five years later, 
it’s clear The Observer did 
have legs, but there was 
a strong rivalry with the 
Independent in the early 
days. The Independent’s 
owner sued The Observer, 
its employees and contrib-
utors for libel in 1997, forc-
ing legal costs on the small 
start-up. A public legal-de-
fence fund raised $30,000 
from the community to 
pay The Observer’s legal 
bills. The Independent’s 
nuisance suit never made 
it to a courtroom, but in 
the court of public opin-
ion, it was the beginning of 
a shift in support towards 
The Observer.

In the early 2000s the 
Independent owner sold 
out to the Toronto Star, 
which was interested in 
purchasing the KW Real 
Estate News. The Inde-
pendent found its new 
home in the Metroland 
Media portfolio with a 
hundred-plus other titles. 

The Observer, too, was 
approached to sell, but 
declined the offer. 

After a decade of decline 
in the Metroland fold, 
the Independent ceased 
publication suddenly on 
July 31, 2015.

The Observer’s owners, 
brothers Joe and Patrick 
Merlihan, credit the 
community support for 
the paper making it to 
its 25th anniversary this 
month.

“The Observer started 
as a fresh voice for the 
community, committed 

to upholding the tenets 
of journalism and work-
ing in the public interest. 
Coverage of relevant news, 
events, local sports and 
entertainment, and an 
opinion section is curated 
weekly just for local read-
ers,” said Patrick Merlihan, 
the paper’s production 
manager.

From its humble begin-
nings, The Observer has 
become a leader within the 
newspaper industry. In the 
past 25 years, The Observer 
has earned some 135 indus-
try awards, including best 

community publication 
in Ontario and Canada in 
multiple years. Observer 
staff have garnered awards 
in every facet of newspa-
per production, writing, 
commentary and design. 
The website consistently 
ranks in the top in Canada 
for more than a decade, he 
notes.

“We look forward to 
many more years of 
serving our readers,” said 
Merlihan.

With files from The Elmira 
Old Boys and Girls Reunion, 
1973, KW library archives.

Senator and NHL Hall of Fame member Frank Mahovlich paid a visit to The Observer's original office 
on King Street, now Memorial Avenue, in 1999. File photo
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#CHAMPIONTHETRUTH

PATRICK MERLIHAN, OWNER

As a fledgling start-up in 1996, we pledged that journalism in the “public-interest” 
would appear within our pages.  That pledge, demonstrated over the years, earned 
The Observer the privilege to serve our community.  Whether we’re covering a 
local council meeting, taking photos of a community event or informing the public 
about a pandemic, the Observer delivers week after week, year after year. 

Our stories highlight community achievements or shine a light on areas that need 
attention. We start conversations in the community and rally like-minded people 
through the power of words.  We give communities information about themselves 
and where they live in order to take action and make meaningful connections.

We’ve evolved with the times to serve residents better, and along the way, the 
newspaper industry within Canada has recognized our achievements. While the 
awards and recognition are nice, it’s the relationships we have right here that keep 
us motivated. There are so many community people, local businesses, and staff 
(past and present) that contributed to our success to date. It indeed has been a 
community effort all these years. Thank you.

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS SERVING THE 
PUBLIC INTEREST IN OUR COMMUNITIES.

JOE MERLIHAN, OWNER
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

DZ / Dump Truck Driver
As a growing Landscape Supply and Trucking

Company, we are looking to add an additions to 
our team. Starting at $23.00 HR

Main Responsibilities
• 8 – 10 hour shifts Monday to Friday (Daytime Only) 

Overtime is paid
• Local deliveries and pickups of product
• Keeping paperwork clean and in order
• Proper circle checks every morning
• Load Security

Qualifications
• Valid DZ license with good driving record
• Able to communicate written and verbally
• Reliable and Dependable
• Ability to work in a team environment 

Interested applicants please submit resumes 
by email to jason@rmadams.ca

BOOKKEEPER
As a growing Landscape Supply and Trucking 
company we are looking to add an additional 

bookkeeper to our team.    

Main Responsibilities
• Performing day to day accounting activities including 

accounts payable (A/P), accounts receivable (A/R), 
payroll, general ledger, bank reconciliations and 
government reports and invoicing.

• Ensure quality control over financial transactions 
and financial reporting.

• Some management of phone calls and dealing with 
correspondence, complaints and queries

• Oversee office equipment, supplies, etc
• Dealing with correspondence, complaints, and queries
• Ensure required company information is up-to-date 

in Avetta and Cognitive programs
Qualifications

• 1-2 years in full cycle accounting
• Above-average accuracy and attention to detail and 

high ability to problem solve
• Excellent time management and organizational skills
• Solid working knowledge of GAAP, professional and 

high degree of confidentiality
• Excellent interpersonal and communication (verbal 

and written) skills
• Self-motivated, pro-active, ability to work 

independently and with others
• Proficient with SAGE, Microsoft Word and Excel 
• Ability to work in a fast-paced environment and 

complete repetitive tasks
• Dependable and Reliable

Interested applicants please submit resumes 
in person to 30 Dumart place Kitchener
Or by email to information@rmadams.ca

Lorentz Farms Ltd. 
Mill operator needed. Mechanically 
inclined, computer knowledge helpful, 
some equipment operation required.  

Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

HELP WANTED

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

Are you looking 

for a paper route?Are you looking 

for a paper route? Call now 
for details!
519-895-5566

Call now 
for details!
519-895-5566

EARN MONEY$

Contact Michelle at 
mschickler@therecord.com

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Reporter/
Photographer

The Observer has an opening for a 
motivated full-time reporter/
photographer who will write stories 
reflecting all facets of the community, 
from council meetings and school 
functions to sporting events and 
in-depth profiles. A healthy curiosity, 
an enthusiasm for new experiences 
and attention to detail are a must. 
Along with word-craft, you possess 
an eye for photography.

In your capacity as a reporter, you 
will be expected to work weekend 
and evening assignments. A reliable 
vehicle and valid driver’s license are 
required. The Observer uses profes-
sional quality digital photographic 
equipment, all of which is supplied.

Applicants should e-mail résumés, 
along with any clippings, to the editor 
at  editor@woolwichobserver.com by 
May 14, 2021. We thank all applicants 
for their submissions, but only candi-
dates selected for interviews will 
be contacted.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
GENERAL LABORER 
FOR PRECAST PLANT, 
n o  e x p e r i e n c e 
needed, will train. 
Inqu i re ,  Lahman 
Precast Concrete Inc. 
519 699 4501 ex 2

SEEKING A FRIENDLY, 
KIND CAREGIVER TO 
assist in a warm, cheery 
home environment 
with personal needs. 
Several 1 -2 hour shifts 
available during the 
day. Convenient if you 
live in the East Bridge 
or St. Jacobs Market 
area. Starting over $18 
with gov’t incentive. 
If you have a heart for 
caring and are vacci-
nated, please email 
raropp827@gmail.
com or call 519-502-
0970.

For Sale
LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g , 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

NO ROOM OR TIME FOR 
A GARDEN? GROW 
produce all year with an 
Easy Aeroponic Tower. 
No soil, no weeds, no 
weather stress, very 
little work. Nutritious 
and delicious freshly 
harvested garden prod-
ucts grown in your own 
home! For more details 
call Timothy and Vera 
519-698-0601.
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Your Complete Source for Landscaping & Lawn Care
 Landscape Build
 Interlocking Stone
 Retaining Walls & Steps
Water Features 
 Back Hoe & Skid Steer 

Services
 Sodding & Seeding 

 Planting, Pruning & 
Mulching 

 Rolling & Aerating 
 Over Seeding 
 Fertilizing 
Weed Management 
 Chinchbug Control 

Get your
FREE

quote now!

10%
OFF

Prepayment  
Discounts for 

Lawn Care

 Grub Control 
 Sod Webworm Control 

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

ↆLOCAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

NOW HIRING FULL TIME 
ROOF TRUSS ASSEMBLERS 

Must be team oriented, ambi�ous & responsible  
No experience required 

Mar-Span offers compe��ve wages, produc�on 
bonuses and employee benefits. 

Please apply with resume in person 
or email resume to marv@marspan.com 

We would like to thank all applicants, however 
only those selected for interview will be contacted. 

7221 Side Rd. 16 Drayton, ON  

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 
respect for our customers. 

 
We are looking for a full time, permanent

Stair CNC Programmer 
and Operator

In this position you will be responsible to operate one 
of our CNC routers that machines primarily solid wood 
stair parts as well as cabinet doors. The other part of 
your responsibility will be to work in the CAM side of 
StairCon software, to create CNC code and shop Data 
for production. To be successful in this position, you 
will need a strong understanding of CNC machining, as 
well as a strong computer and software knowledge and 
the desire to create systems to improve the StairCon  
CAM software.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Attention to Detail
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• CNC Router Experience
• CAM Software Experience
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working experience will be an

asset

Experience
• CNC Programing: 2 years (preferred)
• Woodworking: 2 years (preferred)
• CNC Operator: 2 years (preferred)

after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a manufacturer of 
high quality kitchen cabinetry in Drayton. 

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales & Design

team. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, and 

preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. If you enjoy working in a 
strong team environment and want the 

opportunity to grow along with the company,
then please submit your resumé to: 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 
519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest.

• Stair building experience will be an asset

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 
respect for our customers. 

 
We are looking for a full time, permanent

Woodworking Machinist
In this position, you would be working in the machining 
and breakout area of the shop. You will be cutting and 
machining rough lumber to create trim, doors and other 
solid wood parts. In this position you would be reporting 
to our machining manager. Opportunities for promotion.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Fluent in Measurements
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working experience will be an

asset

Experience
• Machinist: 1 year (preferred)
• Woodworking: 1 year (preferred)

after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a manufacturer of 
high quality kitchen cabinetry in Drayton. 

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales & Design

team. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, and 

preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. If you enjoy working in a 
strong team environment and want the 

opportunity to grow along with the company,
then please submit your resumé to: 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 
519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

inclusion are garnering more attention. 
Jones-Bitton wonders if more gender 
differences will show up in the new survey 
data.

And finally, the researchers are asking 
questions to explore substance use. This 
matter has come up frequently in their 
stakeholder working group meetings and 
in networking with farmers.

The survey is live now. The researchers 
are appealing to the agriculture commu-
nity to get involved. They want to get 
more responses than the first survey, 
which was about 1,100. The more informa-
tion they have to work with, the better.

Farmers can access the survey at 
https://bit.ly/3gPU0sV.

We need farmers to be healthy, in body 
and mind. This kind of research is crucial 
for understanding how to help better 
health happen. 

ROBERTS: New study 
checks on mental health

→FROM 11

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
USED ADULT TRICY-
CLE. BATTERY OR 
pedal power. Call Bill at 
519-651-7170.

Rentals
P R O F E S S I O N A L 
COUPLE WITH GOOD 
income seeking 2+ or 3 
bedroom home to rent 
for June 1. Must have 
main floor bathroom, 
prefer garage space. 
Elmira preferred but 
will consider outly-
ing areas within 30 
minutes. We are happy 
to maintain yard and 
property as required. 
Pet friendly required 
for canine visits -- we 
do not have pets of our 
own. Will also consider 
private sale properties 
if you have something 
interesting to offer! 
No agents please. 
Please call or text 
226-979-2215 or 
519-503-8086.

Trades & 
Services

LAWN ROLLING - 
CUSTOM LAWN ROLL-
ing, 37" wide, fits into 
most back yards. Call 
or text to book. Quinten 
226-791-0921.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

From page 21

♥ Fire 
starter
Use crumpled 
up bits of old 
newspaper to 
start a bonfire, 
charcoal grill 
or camp fire.

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated general laborer.
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general clean 
up. Some weekend and after hours work.

Competitive wage.

Help Wanted
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
ESSENTIAL TRANSPORTATION

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.
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COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce 
As the Province of Ontario has extended the Provincewide Stay-at-Home-Order until May 
20th, the Township offi ce will be closed to walk-in public traffi c.  Business will continue 
and services can be accessed through our website, by email or by telephone. There is a 
drop box located at the side of our building along Maple Street, which offers a contactless 
option for dropping off payments, building permits or documents. We will be accepting 
water samples for drop off weekly on Tuesdays:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, 

Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit
For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call 
519-669-1647. For health information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 
519-575-4400.
To view current media releases or to stay informed the township’s response to COVID-19, 
visit: www.Woolwich.ca/COVID19 

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
The Township of Woolwich recreation facilities are closed and all rentals and programs 
within these facilities are cancelled pending continued monitoring of provincial regulations.  
Outdoor recreational amenities such as skate parks, baseball diamonds, tennis/pickleball 
courts, basketball courts and soccer fi elds are closed. Off-leash dog parks, playgrounds, 
outdoor parks, and recreational areas remain open. Please note that park amenities are 
not sanitized, and users should have personal hand sanitizer on hand.
Residents are encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying the outdoors our 
by visiting our website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, virtual fi tness and other 
activities to keep you engaged this spring.
Woolwich Seniors Association:  Older Adults 55+ are encouraged to stay active and 
connected from home.  Free, virtual programs, are offered.  Check the website for updates 
at www.woolwichseniors.ca or email contact@woolwichseniors.ca.

Local Business Resources  
Provincial business supports: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/businesses-get-help-covid-19-costs 
Federal business supports: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-fi nance/economic-response-plan.html#businesses 
Did you know? Our local MPP, Mike Harris, launched a website to help businesses access 
available fi nancial supports: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 
COVID-19 Screening Requirements for Businesses: Public Health requires all businesses to 
screen patrons and workers before entering or coming to work. Visit https://bit.ly/3sI9r9h 
for more information about when to actively or passively screen. 
Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business!  For more 
information about government programs and other business supports call Jenna Morris at 
519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Water Remote Reading Program
The Township of Woolwich is set to begin retrofi tting existing water meters to a new Smart 
Radio. This new Smart Radio will enable the Township to remotely read water meters which 
will eliminate the need to physically attend the property of water customers. This program 
will only affect properties in Woolwich who are being supplied water from the Township. 
The installation work has been contracted to KTI Limited.  Over the next six months KTI 
will be working in West Montrose, Maryhill. Heidelberg, Conestogo, St. Jacobs and Breslau.  
For more information on the program visit, woolwich.ca/en/living-here/Water-and-Sewer.

Watermain Flushing 
The Township of Woolwich will be engaging in a watermain fl ushing/hydrant maintenance 
in Elmira May 3rd to 14th, 2021.
*These dates are subject to change and will be communicated on the Township website*
Watermain fl ushing is performed at this time of low water usage to minimize its impact on 
water service. Please refrain from using excessive amounts of water during this time (i.e., 
doing laundry, using the dishwasher, etc.)
The fl ushing process may cause discoloured water and a reduction in pressure. It 
should be noted that both conditions are temporary and not harmful. If discolouration 
occurs, open a cold, hard water tap in the basement until it runs clear before resuming 
regular consumption. In some situations, this may take 5 to 10 minutes. If, however, 
either of these conditions persist, please contact Chere Schwindt at 519-669-6041 or 
1-877-969-0094 ext. 6041.
The Township of Woolwich appreciates your patience as we continually work to maintain 
the quality of drinking water throughout the Township.

2021 Property Tax Deferral Program
On April 20, 2021 Council approved an application-based property tax deferral program 
aimed to assist residents and businesses who will need more time to pay their second 
installment of the 2021 Interim Tax Bill and both installments of their 2021 Final Tax Bill. 
The application for this program is now available on the Township of Woolwich website at 
woolwich.ca/taxes. The program will allow residents and businesses fi nancially affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic to defer their second installment of the 2021 Interim Property Tax 
and both installments of the 2021 Final Property Tax due dates by 60 days. The application 
deadline for this program is May 31, 2021. Paper based copies are available upon request.

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. 
Children under fi ve and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. 
Please be kind to those unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-
4400.

Public Health Information
How can you help once you are vaccinated?

• Add the #TeamVaccineWR frame to your Facebook profi le picture!
• Tell others why you got vaccinated.
• Have conversations with friends and family. Point them to our website. 
• Help others pre-register.
• Continue to follow public health measures, for more information, visit: 
    regionofwaterloo.ca/COVID19vaccine

PUT YOUR MONEY 
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS  
Support the local businesses that keep your community  
and its newspapers thriving.
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COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

MONDAY, May 17, 2021 at 4:30 P.M.
Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96 take notice 
that the Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet for the purpose 
of hearing all persons interested in support of or opposition to any of the following 
applications as described below.
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township 
offi ces will not be permitted.  Below is information on how you can submit comments, 
view or participate in the meeting.  You may also contact the Committee Secretary by 
sending an email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have 
any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the 
meeting as follows:

• view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township 
Youtube channel  at the following link https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ  OR

• participate by registering with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on 
Thursday May 13th.  To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 519-
669-6040.  When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email and 
the application number you would like to comment on.  Once you are registered the 
Committee Secretary will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting 
(i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen 
and have the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the 
Committee Secretary (see above information).  You will not be required to speak if you do 
not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we 
know which application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time 
to comment if you wish to do so.  As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security 
that is necessary to prevent unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting.  Applicants 
and their consultants will be automatically registered and contacted accordingly by the 
Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that 
you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township offi ce at 24 Church Street 
West, Elmira and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 
You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any comments / 
concerns however, this is not considered a formal comment. 
The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications.  All submissions 
must be made no later than 4:30 p.m. on Monday, May 10th (Note that this date is before 
the meeting).  Any submissions received will be included in a comment package and 
presented at the meeting.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of 
creating a record that is available to the general public at the Committee of Adjustment 
hearing.  Please note that while the Committee may redact some personal information 
such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made 
public in their entirety.
This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located 
within 60 metres (200 feet) of the subject properties.  If you wish to be notifi ed of any 
last minute changes to the agenda (i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must contact 
the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to 
planning@woolwich.ca.

APPLICATIONS
Minor Variance Application A 9/2021 – Florahills Farms Ltd., 2424 Floradale Road

Zone / Use:  Agricultural (A) with Site Specifi c provisions (26.1.146) permitting a 
second farm related dwelling / two dwellings, livestock barn and farm sheds.

Proposal:  The applicant is requesting relief from Section 7.2.8 b) of the Agricultural 
(A) regulations to reduce the required minimum distance separation from the 
calculated 248 metres to approximately 110 metres between a new livestock barn 
and the settlement boundary of Floradale.  The applicant is proposing to construct 
a new 1,486 square meter sheep barn on the property.

Minor Variance Application A 10/2021 – Nathan and Jessica Vogel, 8 George Street, Elmira
Zone / Use:  Settlement Residential (R-1) / dwelling and a shed.
Proposal:  The applicant is requesting relief from Section 8.3.4 a) of the Settlement 

Residential (R-1) regulations to reduce the required side yard setback from 1.2 
metres to approximately 0.5 meters to permit the addition of a 53 square metre 
attached garage on the north side of the residence.

Minor Variance Application A 11/2021 – Walter E. Brubacher, 421 Katherine Street North
Zone / Use:  Agricultural (A) / dwelling, showroom, woodworking shop, livestock barns 

and greenhouse.
Proposal:  The applicant is requesting relief from the On-Farm Diversifi ed Use and 

Agricultural regulations to recognize an existing showroom and a future addition to 
the woodworking shop as follows:

1. Section 6.22.5 to reduce the required setback between the adjacent residence 
at 416 Katherine Street North and the existing showroom from 150 metres to 
approximately 50 metres. The showroom is currently located at the rear of the 
dwelling;

2. Section 7.2.3 d) to reduce the required side yard setback from 3 metres to 
approximately 2 metres to permit a 9.1 by 12.2 metre (112 square metre) addition 
to the front of the existing woodworking shop; and 

3. Section 6.22.5 to reduce the required setback between the adjacent residence at 
416 Katherine Street North and a future showroom from 150 metres to approximately 
60 metres.  The proposed addition will be a future showroom, offi ces and storage.

Minor Variance Application A 12/2021 – Elam Brubacher, 2936 Arthur Street North
Zone / Use:  Agricultural (A) with Site Specifi c provisions (26.1.2) permitting a 

woodworking shop / dwelling, detached garage, barn, woodworking shop, kiln, and 
lumber storage building.

Proposal:  The applicant is requesting relief from Section 26.1.2 iv) of the site specifi c 
zoning regulations to redefi ne an outdoor storage structure to include structures for 
storing wood shavings and dry storage.  The applicant is proposing to construct a 
new 91 square metre outdoor storage structure for wood shavings and dry storage.  
The existing lumber storage rack at the rear of the property are proposed to be 
demolished.

NOTICE OF DECISION:  Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision 
will be sent to owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who 
register for the meeting.  If you wish to be notifi ed of the decision of the Committee 
of Adjustment in respect to this application, you must submit a written request to the 
Committee Secretary or register ahead of the meeting.  This will also entitle you to be 
advised of a possible Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS:  Anyone 
in opposition to a decision may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal 
Tribunal.  The Tribunal may dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing if the 
appellant did not make oral or written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment 
before a decision was given or does not provide a reasonable explanation for having 
failed to make a submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should 
you have any questions.  Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 
1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca 
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3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

CONESTOGA LAKE - ON THE WATER!!! What better 
summer to own your very own cottage! Extremely well cared 
for with everything you need to enjoy including boating, 
relaxing, lakefront views and gorgeous sunsets. The main 
floor has an ideal layout with a sprawling vaulted ceiling and 
an open concept design allowing space for a living room, 
eat up island, dining area, kitchen and a 4-pc bathroom off 
to the side. A few steps up you will find a bonus room great 
for reading, games or TV. A couple more steps up is 3 
bedrooms and a 2 pc bathroom. The wrap around composite 
deck allows for multiple outdoor gathering spaces, including 
a covered area which offers spectacular views of the lake. All 
appliances, furniture, BBQ and riding lawnmower included, 
making this a move in ready cottage with quick possession, 
timing couldn't be better! Leased Land.$550,000$550,000

ELMIRA - Filled with love and charm this 4 bedroom 
home is ready for you!!! Situated in the heart of Elmira 
and conveniently located close to the rec-centre, 
downtown, schools and a short 10-minute drive to 
Waterloo.  You can cozy up in the main living space 
and adore the lovely updated décor. 2 bedrooms up 
and 2 bedrooms on the main floor which could 
alternatively be used as a home office or play room. 
Some recent updates include newer windows in the 
basement and mudroom, flooring in the kitchen, 
exterior siding and new furnace in 2020. Eye catching 
curb appeal with landscaped yard and front walkway 
plus a private deck for entertaining.  And to top it off, 
a detached garage! This one is too wonderful to 
overlook! $599,900$599,900

WATERLOO - Recently Renovated PENTHOUSE in Waterloo! This 
19th floor corner unit boasts exceptional finishes, offers 2 spacious 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, and panoramic views of the city. Prime 
Waterloo location close to all amenities, Schools, Shopping, 
Expressway, and Universities. Features California ceilings 
throughout and a Spectacular kitchen that is an entertainer's dream 
with beautiful counter tops and a large island for additional seating. 
With all newer stainless steel kitchen appliances, this Penthouse is 
ready for you to move in and enjoy! All Inclusive Fee covers: Heat, 
Hydro, Utilities, Building Insurance, Central Air Conditioning, 
Common Elements, Exterior Maintenance, Parking, Storage Locker, 
and Private Garbage Removal. This Building has Fantastic Amenities 
on-Site: Indoor pool, sauna, games room, library, full woodworking 
shop, hobby room, exercise room with equipment and running 
track, billiards and Party room, indoor parking and a car wash!$320,000$320,000

Expressway, and Universities. Features California ceilings 
throughout and a Spectacular kitchen that is an entertainer's dream 
with beautiful counter tops and a large island for additional seating. 
With all newer stainless steel kitchen appliances, this Penthouse is 
ready for you to move in and enjoy! All Inclusive Fee covers: Heat, 
Hydro, Utilities, Building Insurance, Central Air Conditioning, 

Expressway, and Universities. Features California ceilings 
throughout and a Spectacular kitchen that is an entertainer's dream 
with beautiful counter tops and a large island for additional seating. 

Hydro, Utilities, Building Insurance, Central Air Conditioning, 
Common Elements, Exterior Maintenance, Parking, Storage Locker, 
and Private Garbage Removal. This Building has Fantastic Amenities 

throughout and a Spectacular kitchen that is an entertainer's dream 
with beautiful counter tops and a large island for additional seating. 
With all newer stainless steel kitchen appliances, this Penthouse is 
ready for you to move in and enjoy! All Inclusive Fee covers: Heat, 
Hydro, Utilities, Building Insurance, Central Air Conditioning, SOLD

an open concept design allowing space for a living room, 
eat up island, dining area, kitchen and a 4-pc bathroom off 
to the side. A few steps up you will find a bonus room great 
for reading, games or TV. A couple more steps up is 3 
bedrooms and a 2 pc bathroom. The wrap around composite 
deck allows for multiple outdoor gathering spaces, including 

an open concept design allowing space for a living room, 
eat up island, dining area, kitchen and a 4-pc bathroom off 

deck allows for multiple outdoor gathering spaces, including 
a covered area which offers spectacular views of the lake. All 
appliances, furniture, BBQ and riding lawnmower included, 

eat up island, dining area, kitchen and a 4-pc bathroom off 
to the side. A few steps up you will find a bonus room great 
for reading, games or TV. A couple more steps up is 3 
bedrooms and a 2 pc bathroom. The wrap around composite 
deck allows for multiple outdoor gathering spaces, including SOLD

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

$12.00/per sq. ft. plus C.A.M. fees 
space for lease. 2 units available im-
mediately. 1310 sq. ft. & 1821 sq. ft. 
Front & rear access. Newly renovated. 
Lots of parking. MLS

112 Oriole Pkwy, Birdland Plaza

NEW LISTING

Enjoy the salt water pool this sum-
mer!  Backing to trail & greenspace. 
3 bdrm, two storey w/upper loft area. 
Master bdrm walk-in closet & reno-
vated ensuite. Main fl r L.R. & eat-in 
kitchen w/walkout to deck & pool 
area, 2 pc. bath.  Finished rec room 
w/gas F.P. & dry bar. Appliances incl.  
Coming soon to MLS $589,900.00

Coming Soon!   43 Brookmead St., Elmira

The Next Linwood Clinic: 
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, May 7th, 2021 
4 – 8 pm 

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing.
If you are feeling unwell or have 
come in contact with someone 

who has tested positive for 
COVID-19, please reschedule

ↆ L I N W O O D  B L O O D  D O N O R

3865 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-7575

VILLAGE
HOME
HARDWARE

www.homehardware.ca

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.

Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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Death Notice

BURCHATZKI, JAMES FLOYD - Passed 
away peacefully at Freeport Hospital, 
Kitchener on Wednesday April 21, 2021 
at the age of 76. Jim grew up in Wellesley 
and New Hamburg.

Shout out to 
Bauer Homes Inc.

We just moved to Elmira and we want 
to express our sincerest gratitude and 
special thanks to Mike Heckendorn and 
Chris McCormick of Bauer Homes Inc. 
for building our new home. 

We soon discovered Mike & Chris 
to be exceptional and very personal 
throughout our entire process!  

They are meticulous with every detail 
and are always planning one step ahead. 

The quality of their homes are 
exceptional and this is also reflected 
through their hired trade professionals! 
We thank them as well!

We feel very fortunate to have been 
given this opportunity.

This is the subhead

Neil & Nancy

Happy 50th Wedding 
Anniversary

May 1, 2021 God bless you on this  
very special occasion. Your strong  

faith, love and commitment to each 
other and your family are cherished.  

We have all been blessed by your 
support and compassion over the  
years. May God continue to richly  

bless you for the next 50 years.

With much love and gratitude,  
Derrick & Gwen, Ben & Sara,  

Bernie & Loralee and our families 

Hartman (Baron), Susan (Sue) 
1970 – 2021

Susan passed away peacefully, 
surrounded by family on Wednesday, 
April 21, 2021 at St. Mary’s Hospital as a 
result of a heart attack. 

Susan is survived by her parents Al and 
Helen Baron. Proud and loving mother 
of Rosemarie and Claire Hartman. 
She is also survived by her brother 
Chris Baron, his wife Donna and their 
children Hannah and Bryce. Kind and 
compassionate, Susan will be sadly 
missed by her church family and her 
many friends. 

Susan loved watching her girls play 
sports and she was a fan of the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. 

For the past 2 ½ years she lived at 
Barnswallow Place Care Community. 
The family would like to thank all the 
staff for the excellent care they gave her. 

As per her wishes cremation has 
taken place and due to COVID-19, a 
private graveside service will be held at 
Parkview Cemetery, Waterloo. A future 
Celebration of Susan’s Life will be held 
at a later date. Arrangements entrusted 
to the Erb & Good Family Funeral Home, 
171 King St. S., Waterloo. 

Condolences for the family and donations 
to Diabetes Canada or the Heart & Stroke 
Foundation are appreciated and can be 
arranged through the funeral home at 
www.erbgood.com or 519-745-8445. 

She is now free to walk with  
God in His garden.

 ❖ www.erbgood.com

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Anniversary

Obituary

Bruckhardt, Albert

Husband, father, grandfather and 
friend. Passed peacefully at London 

University Hospital 14 days before his 
76th birthday and 30 days before his 

47th wedding anniversary. 

May 11, 1937 - April 26, 2013

Gone but not forgotten by his wife 
Marlene, daughter Jennifer, son-in-law 

Mike and grandkids Taylor and Josh.

In Memoriam

Judy Chalmers is happy to announce the 
forthcoming marriage of her daughter  

Jessie Chalmers  
to Neven Hajder  

on June 26, 2021.

Unfortunately Stag and Doe’s are  
not possible at this time so instead we 
are selling tickets for a chance to win 
some cash!

1st prize is $400 and 2nd is $150 
 Buy   1 ticket for $10
           3 tickets for $20  
           10 tickets for $50

If you are interested in purchasing a 
ticket or 2 call the mother of the Bride 
(Judy) at 519-669-1786 for more details.

Engagement

In loving memory of Peter Surey 
and Bryan Maher

And if I go, while you’re still here ...
know that I live on,
vibrating to a different measure
behind a thin veil you cannot see through.

I wait for the time when we can soar 
together again,

aware of each other.

Until then, 
live your life to its fullest
and when you need me,
just whisper my name in your heart,
...I will be there.

(Emily Dickinson)

May 5, 2017

 Forever remembered. Always loved.

In Memoriam

Thank you

Bryan John Benjamin  
“B.J.” 

Maher 
December 19, 1989 – May 5, 2017

You left this world, only the
Killarney neighbour heard the sound

We had no idea
That life on earth, would end for you

And you would not be here.

You were gone, before we knew it
No chance to say goodbye

We cannot grasp, that you’re not here
Or know the reason why.

Your tragic end came swift and fast
And we could not be there

To hold your hand and comfort you
It’s much more than we can bear.

We wish we could rewind the clock
And have known now, what we know

We could have hugged you one more time
Before you had to go.

In our hearts, we’ll hold you close
And there you shall remain

Until our time has come on earth
When we shall meet again.

Thank you to all our family and 
friends who keep remembering 

our Bryan “B.J.” and telling those 
wonderful stories.

Skip, Grace and Stacey

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

In Memoriam

 ♥ Packing 
material 
Newspaper is a 
great substitute 
for bubble wrap. 
To pack a box 
with fragile 
contents, first 
wrap the items 
individually. 
Place them 
in the box, 
separated by 
crumpled paper. 
Then fill any 
remaining space 
with crumpled 
paper. If you 
have a lot of old 
paper, use a 
paper shredder 
to make piles of 
great packaging 
material. 

Bowman, Orvie
Passed away into the loving hands of his Lord and Saviour 
on Friday, April 23, 2021, at the age of 48 as the result of 
an accident. Beloved husband and best friend of Heather 
(Hoffman) Bowman of Elmira. Devoted and unconditionally 
loving father of Jaron, Danya and Karis. Precious son and 
son-in-law of Edwin and Nancy (Martin) Bowman of RR 1, 
Elmira, and Helena (McNeill) Hoffman and the late Allan 
Hoffman (2020) of Elmira. Brother and brother-in-law of 
Arnold and Selina Bowman, Arlene and Earl Bowman, Paul 
and Leslie Bowman, Vera and James Bowman, Andy and 
Giselle Bowman, Nora and David Reist, Elsie and Clarence 
Brubacher, Martha and David Martin, the late Rodney 
Hoffman (1992), and Philip and Elizabeth Hoffman. Orvie 
will be lovingly remembered by the extended Hoffman and 
Bowman families, including his many nieces and nephews. 
Orvie was a highly respected leader and colleague as the 
Chief Financial and Investment Officer at MEDA (Mennonite 
Economic Development Associates), and in previous roles 
at Allianz Global Assistance Canada, Sun Life Financial, 
Schlegel Villages, and Manulife Financial. He was also a 
board member at Ray of Hope, and a valued volunteer at 
several other organizations. He will be deeply missed by his 
Woodside Church family in Elmira, and his wide network of 
friends. Funeral arrangements are entrusted to Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira. Please visit Orvie’s tribute page to 
leave condolences, and to stream the online service which 
will take place at 1 p.m. on Thursday, May 6, 2021. Donations 
in memory of Orvie may be made to MEDA’s strategic plan 
‘Towards an Equal World’ or Ray of Hope either directly or 
through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

What can you 
advertise in 
Classifieds?

 � Help Wanted 
 � Auctions 
 � Upcoming 

Events 
 � Items For Sale 
 � Child Care 
 � Garage Sales
 � Pets 
 � Real Estate
 � Storage
 � Trades & 

Services 
 � Wanted
 � Farm Equip-

ment
 � Horses
 � Produce
 � Hay & Straw
 � Rentals
 � Training/

Lessons
 � Work Wanted

What can you 
order for the 
Family Album?

 � Anniversaries
 � Birthdays 
 � Engagements 
 � Marriage 

announcements
 � Stag & Does
 � Graduations 
 � Thank yous
 � In Memoriams
 � Obituaries 
 � Birth Notices 
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here The Children and Youth Planning Table 
(CYPT) is launching a new child and youth 
well-being survey on Apr. 30.  Aligned 
with the Canadian Index of Well-be-
ing (developed by UNICEF Canada), 
the “Youth Impact Survey” measures 
and monitors the well-being of chil-
dren and youth across nine focus areas.
www.childrenandyouthplanningtable.ca

The KW Zonta Club has a new online 
auction. Funds raised will be directed to 
local programs improving women's health, 
safety and wellbeing such as YWCA Kitchen-
er-Waterloo, Sexual Assault Support Centre 
of Waterloo Region,  Community Justice 
Initiatives and other local organizations. 
www.zontakw.org

New youth survey Zonta online auction

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Do you smell something funny when 
you turn on the vents in your vehicle? 

Contaminants such as pollen, dust, and mold spores can easily enter 
a vehicle’s passenger compartment through the A/C, heating, and 
ventilation systems. This can make the air in the car 6 times dirtier 
than the air outside!

It’s a good idea to have your cabin air fi lter checked regularly which 
we do for you at every service appointment.

If you have any questions we are happy to help!

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

BLOCK THREE BREW-
ING IN ST. Jacobs is one 
of the newest employers 
to join the Ontario Living 
Wage Network, ensuring 
that staff are paid at a rate 
commensurate with the 
cost of living in the area.

Beyond the minimum 
wage the Ontario Living 
Wage Network (OLWN) 
advocate for a wage that 
reflects what people need 
to earn to cover the actual 
costs of living in their 
community. The living 
wage draws on communi-
ty-specific data to deter-
mine the expenses to a 
family with two working 
adults and two children.

Living wage employers 
such as Block Three volun-
tarily opt to pay a living 
wage and maintain their 
certification as new rates 
are calculated for their 
area. In Waterloo Region, 
last calculated in 2019, the 
living wage is $16.35 per 
hour.

The first calculation for 
Living Wage in Ontario 
was made in 2007. Over 
the past 14 years, the 
movement has grown, call-
ing for employers to pay 
workers enough to support 
themselves and their fami-
lies in accordance with the 
local cost of living.

OLWN was formed to 
centralize the movement 
and create a standardized 
approach in the province, 
says spokesperson Craig 
Pickthorne.

“We all decided to coor-
dinate our efforts and have 
a standardized calcula-
tion, and also to recognize 
employers that range 
across the province all in 
one place,” he explained of 

OLWN’s formation.
Four key factors go into 

determining the living 
wage for a particular 
region, he said:  child-
care costs, housing (for a 
three-bedroom rental), 
transportation and food 
costs. The calculation also 
takes into account costs 
such as clothing, hydro, 
internet access and mobile 
phone plans. 

For Waterloo Region the 
$16.35 per hour was calcu-
lated based on an average 
annual cost of $17,130 for 
childcare, split between 
two children ages three 
and seven; $15,048 for 
housing (for a three-bed-
room apartment); $8,219 
for transportation; 
$8,858 in other expenses 
that include recreation, 
modest vacation, laundry, 
household items; $3,630 
for clothing; $3,462 for 
medical expenses; $1,237 
for hydro; $1,085 for 
phone; $1,119 for educa-
tion; $1,001 for internet 
access. Altogether, that 
works out to $71,205 in 
annual expenses. 

Looking at the numbers, 
joining the OLWN just 
made sense, said Block 
Three co-founder Graham 
Spence.

“The reason is simple: 
we have always paid 
our staff above mini-
mum wage.  I think the 
pandemic has shown 
people the issues a lot 
of people face on a daily 
basis, and if we can 
even be a small part of a 
system where workers 
are compensated fairly, it 
made sense to us.”

An updated calcu-
lation to local living 
expenses will be released 
in November, said Pick-
thorne, who expects the 

Aiming for more than just the minimum

Nick Freer is the head brewer at Block Three  Brewing, which is now certified as a living wage employer. Damon MacLean

More companies, including St. Jacobs’ Block Three Brewing, are joining the Ontario Living Wage Network

rate will increase given 
the skyrocketing hous-
ing market, big increase 
in food prices, and costs 
associated with the 
ongoing pandemic that 
have made things more 
difficult. 

“I think that we signed 
on 125 [businesses] since 
the pandemic. And it’s 
more important now than 

ever, I think, that people 
recognize that we need to 
do more – working poverty 
is just unacceptable, 
and especially during a 
pandemic,” he said.

“I ask people, how do 
they find this? Why are 
they becoming a certified 
living wage employer? 
They find things like turn-
over rates decrease, but 

they also say, ‘look, this is 
not the time that I want to 
be paying working poverty 
wages at all – I want to 
make sure that I’m a key 
part of the community as 
we’re going through this 
together.’ 

“It’s not looking towards 
government policy, or 
just minimum wage that’s 
set and then kept there. 

It’s a live calculation that 
makes sure that if you 
work full-time, you can 
actually make ends meet 
and participate in your 
community.” 

For information on 
the Ontario Living Wage 
Network, including a list 
of employers here in the 
region, visit 
www.ontariolivingwage.ca
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Asparagus puts a 
healthier spin on 

Caesar salad

The most popular salad 
is the Caesar, which 

is also considered one 
of the more unhealthier 
salads due to its higher fat 
content.

Of course, I would have 
to say that it is likely 
healthier than a good 
Mid-Western Marshmal-
low Salad.

Caesar takes its name 
not from Julius Caesar 
(who actually did eat 
asparagus) but from Ital-
ian-American Chef Caesar 
Cardini only a mere 100 
years ago.

By replacing the bacon 
with asparagus and the 
romaine with radicchio, 
we end up with a salad 
that is not only health-
ier, but converts into a 
more fancy-schmancy, 
higher-end salad with a 
fabulous presentation.

Asparagus does origi-
nally come from Europe 
and was brought to and 

cultivated in the Americas 
by Dutch settlers. It is one 
of the first crops that we 
harvest here each spring, 
so it seemed fitting to use 
it in a recipe as we’re going 
into May.

By quickly blanching 
a green vegetable before 
adding to a salad, it takes 
a little of the crunch out 
of it.

I like to build this salad 
individually on each plate 
and lightly drizzle the 
dressing over. It not only 
gives a fancy and unique 
presentation, but doesn’t 
drown the salad as a lot 
of Caesars are typically 
served.

If you don’t use all the 
ingredients in one sitting 
then you’ll have a-spare-I-
guess.

ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts private 
events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast 
and lunch in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

Asparagus-Caesar
▢ 1 head radicchio

▢ 1 bundle asparagus

▢ 1 loaf  baguette

▢ Dressing:

▢ 1 cup low-fat mayon-
naise

▢ 1 cup fresh grated 
Parmesan

▢ 1 garlic clove, 
crushed

▢ Zest and juice of 1 
lemon

▢ 1 tsp. Dijon

▢ 1 tsp. Worcestershire

▢ Salt, pepper

1. Cut radicchio in 
quarters brush with 
a little olive oil and 
sear on hot grill.

2. Shave off woody 
ends of asparagus 
and blanch in boil-
ing water for about 
30 seconds and 
refresh in ice water.

3. Combine dressing 
ingredients together 
with mayo reserving 

half of the cheese.

4. Arrange salad by 
placing whole leaves 
down, arranging aspar-
agus on top, drizzle 
with dressing and top 
with shaved parmesan.

5. Croutons can be 
made with thin slices 
of baguette that can 
simple be toasted 
plain and arranged 
around the perimeter. 

CHEF   
DUFF 

Recipes from 
the chef's table

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5
▢Coping with Anxiety and Depression. Anxiety & 
depression can affect our thinking, emotions, 
behaviours & physical health. Sid Bater from 
Woolwich Community Health Centre will help 
you learn treatment approaches & resources 
and practical strategies to develop coping skills. 
Join us at 6:30 p.m. virtually by Zoom. Email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca to register.Woolwich Resi-
dents Support Fund: Responding to financial needs 
due to COVID-19.

FRIDAY, MAY 7
▢Woolwich Plant Sale Drop-off. Please donate 
potted and labelled plants (perennials, vegetables, 
indoor plants) and garden items for our annual fund-
raiser. Covid safety measures in effect! Donations 
accepted from 6 p.m.- 8 p.m. at Elmira Home Hard-
ware north side parking lot under the mural.

▢Gourmet Chicken Dinner at the Elmira Legion. 
Curbside Pick up only from 5 p.m to 6:30 p.m. 
Chicken Dinner with potatoes, veggies, salad, roll 
and dessert. $15 per person. Call 519-669-5894 by 
May 5 to order.

SATURDAY, MAY 8
▢Woolwich Gardeners Plant Sale. Please join us for 
our Annual Plant Sale fundraiser! Many perennials, 
bulbs and garden related items will be for sale. 8 a.m. 
- 12 noon at North side of Elmira Home Hardware 
parking lot, under the mural. Covid safety measures 
in effect.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12
▢The Mental Health of Teens. Many factors can 
make teens at risk for mental health issues and 
life challenges. Join Woolwich Community Health 
Centre at 6:30 p.m. virtually by Zoom. Learn signs to 
watch for & how to support your teens to cope. Email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your invitation.

TUESDAY, MAY 18
▢Women's Pelvic Health. At this Woolwich Commu-
nity Health Centre presentation learn what your 
pelvic floor does, signs of Pelvic Floor Dysfunction 
& common pelvic conditions. Join us at 6:30 p.m. 
virtually using Zoom. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca 
for your invitation.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26
▢Postual Alighnment: Does it Matter? Learn about 
alignment effects on joints, muscles, our balance, 
strength and freedom to move. Presentation at 
1:30 p.m. virtually by Woolwich Community Health 
Centre's physiotherapist, Bernadette. Email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your Zoom invitation.

TUESDAY, JUNE 1
▢Services for Seniors. In this Woolwich Community 
Health Centre presentation you will learn about 
social and recreational services available to seniors, 
services offered by Community Care Concepts, 
dental services and more. Join us at 1:30 p.m. virtu-
ally using Zoom. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your 
invitation.
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ACROSS
1. German Artist, Max ___
5. Finish, of a sort
11. Origin
12. Otalgia
17. Halo, e.g.
18. Venusian, e.g.
20. Bad-tempered
21. Call on
22. One thing after another
24. Kind of patch
25. Scottish cloth
26. A loop with a 

running knot
28. Juicy fruit
30. Biology class abbr.
31. Polyurethane laminate
34. An American with no 

religious affiliation
36. Come to mind
38. Not "fer"
40. Not from
41. Some like it hot
44. Fore-and-aft-

rigged vessel
45. Played over
47. Bundle

49. Bed-and-breakfast
50. Concoct
51. Pinocchio, at times
53. "Cogito, ___ sum"
54. Urgent
55. Abbey area
57. "O, gie me the ___ 

that has acres o' 
charms": Burns

58. Operating room
59. Little bit
61. Reduce, as expenses
62. Analogous
63. "Cool!"

DOWN
1. Baseball stats
2. Lady Macbeth, e.g.
3. Black, as la nuit
4. Draft holder
5. Diffident
6. Cis gender male pronoun
7. Animal house?
8. French word for 

Chandelier
9. Suffix with sect
10. Doze

13. To the same degree
14. Indian coin
15. "___ we there yet?"
16. Applaud
19. Brightly colored
21. Changeable
23. Dirty coat
25. Container weight
27. Dorm annoyance
29. Bread maker
31. ___ seul (dance solo)
32. ___ fruit
33. Lion (Female)
35. Curtain fabric
37. Assassinated
39. Living in no 

particular place
42. Alleviate
43. Actual
46. Party time, maybe
48. Anita Brookner's 

"Hotel du ___"
50. Half a gone-by bird
52. Saintly glow
56. Take part in
60. "Tosca" tune
61. Camera Movement

ↆ X - W O R D

TIM LOUIS

1187 Fischer-Hallman Rd. 
Unit 624, Kitchener, ON N2E 4H9
(519) 578-3777
Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca
TimLouisMP.ca

Member of Parliament
Kitchener-Conestoga

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Joy in Eastertide

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Peter Wyngaarden 
(Lay Preaching Team)

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

Overnight Waffles
▢ 1 3⁄4 cups milk

▢ 4 tablespoons 
unsalted butter, cut 
into 4 pieces

▢ 2 cups all-purpose 
flour

▢ 1 tablespoon 
sugar

▢ 1 1⁄2 teaspoons 
instant or rapid-rise 
yeast

▢ 1 teaspoon salt

▢ 2 large eggs

▢ 1 teaspoon vanilla 
extract

1. 1. Place milk and 
butter in a medium 
microwave-safe bowl. 
Cover the bowl and heat 
in the microwave for 1 
minute. Stir mixture with a 
rubber spatula. Continue 
to heat in the microwave 
until the butter is melted 
and milk is warm, 1 to 2 
minutes. Let milk mixture 
cool, uncovered, until just 
warm, about 5 minutes.

2. In a large bowl, 
whisk together flour, 
sugar, yeast and salt.

3. In a small bowl, whisk 
eggs and vanilla until 
combined. Slowly whisk 

the warm milk mixture 
into the flour mixture 
until smooth, then whisk 
in the egg mixture.

4. Scrape down the bowl 
with a rubber spatula. 
Cover the bowl tightly 
with plastic wrap and 
refrigerate for at least 12 
hours or up to 24 hours.

5. Heat a waffle iron. 
When the waffle iron is 
hot, remove the batter 
from the refrigerator 
and discard the plastic. 
Whisk batter to recom-
bine (batter will deflate).

6. Use a dry measuring 

cup to pour the batter 
into the middle of the 
waffle iron. (Use about 
1⁄2 cup of batter for a 
7-inch round waffle iron 
or about 1 cup of batter 
for a 9-inch square waffle 
iron.) Close the waffle 
iron and cook until the 
waffle is golden brown.

7. Use a fork to remove 
the waffle from the waffle 
iron and transfer it to a 
plate. Repeat with the 
remaining batter. Serve 
waffles with maple syrup, 
honey, cinnamon sugar, 
confectioners' sugar, 
whipped cream, berries 
and/or softened butter.

Overnight waffles are 
the perfect treat for Mom

Overnight waffles 
(also known as raised 

or yeasted waffles) are 
very old-school. They do 
require advanced plan-
ning, but they are the 
crispiest, tastiest waffles 
on the planet. They are 
very light and airy because 
they contain yeast – the 
magic ingredient that 
makes bread rise.

Make the batter before 
bed (or even earlier in 
the day). When you wake 

up the next morning, all 
you have to do is heat the 
waffle iron, pour in the 
batter and enjoy. To make 
breakfast or brunch extra 
special for Mother's Day, 
set up a toppings bar with 
a few different offerings, 
such as maple syrup, 
honey, cinnamon sugar, 

confectioners' sugar, 
whipped cream, berries 
and/or softened butter.

You can freeze any 
leftover waffles for one 
month. Stack cooled 
waffles with parchment 
or wax paper between 
them and put the stack of 
waffles in a zipper-lock 
bag. Heat waffles one 
at a time in a toaster on 
its lowest setting until 
warmed through and crisp 
on the outside.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com
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▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I 
have a 7-year-old son who 
becomes anxious and agi-
tated whenever it storms. 
What can I do to help him 
overcome his fear of thun-
derstorms and tornadoes? 
He is always asking about 
the weather whenever we 
leave the house and if the 
sky darkens, he asks if 
need to take shelter to be 
safe. Should I be worried 
or have him visit a coun-
selor?

ANSWER: It's common for 
children your son's age to 
be afraid of storms. There 
are many things you can 
do at home that may ease 
his anxiety. If you find his 
fear of storms does not 
improve, or if the anxiety 
begins to interfere with 
daily life, consider having 
him talk with a therapist 
or counselor.

During a storm, it is 
reasonable for a child 
to seek comfort from a 
parent. Storms can be 
scary. For children who 
are particularly sensitive 
to noise or light, thun-
der and lightning can be 
particularly challenging. 
For some children with a 
significant fear of storms, 
the problem comes not so 
much from a storm itself, 
but from the anticipation 

of a storm. That anticipa-
tion can result in ongoing 
stress and anxiety.

As you describe, many 
kids like your son are 
hesitant to leave the house 
if they think they may get 
caught in a storm. They 
may try to avoid outdoor 
activities. This stress can 
get in the way of other 
aspects of their lives, such 
as schoolwork, because 
the fear makes it hard for 
them to concentrate. It can 
be wearing on parents, too, 
as the children look for 
constant reassurance that 
there is not going to be a 
storm.

There are several things 
you can try to ease your 
son's fear. For some chil-
dren, it is comforting to 
know the plan for staying 
safe in a storm. Talk to 
your son about what your 
family will do during a 
storm – even if you are 
outdoors or away from 
home. Reassure him that 
you will do whatever you 
can to keep him safe.

Knowledge also can be 
helpful. Books, websites 
or other resources that 
discuss weather are a 

good place for your son 
to learn more. Learning 
more about the weather 
and understanding what 
causes a storm can help 
ease some children's 
anxiety about when a 
storm may happen. Just 
be careful that the sources 
you choose focus on 
the storms themselves, 
rather than dwelling on 
the destruction they may 
cause.

Try to help your son 
decrease his "safety behav-
iors." These are the things 
he does that make him 
feel a little better but don't 
really do anything to keep 
him safe, including check-
ing the forecast or asking 
about heading to shelter. 
When kids rely on these 
behaviors, it prevents 
them from learning that 
they can handle uncer-
tainty. As these behaviors 
decrease, children come to 
see that they can manage 
not knowing exactly 
what's going to happen, 
and things often turn out 
fine.

As you work through 
ways to help your son 
handle his fear, remember 
that it is important to be 
supportive and encour-
aging. Never punish or 
belittle a child for being 
afraid.

If the fear continues 
despite your attempts, or 
if it gets worse or becomes 
distressing to you as a 
parent, then it is time to 
seek professional help.

The therapy used for 
storm anxiety consists 
of helping kids face their 
fear. It may start with 
simply talking about 
storms. That may tran-
sition to reading stories 
about storms and watch-
ing videos of tornadoes, 
hurricanes or other big 
storms. Eventually, it 
may include having the 
child outside in the rain or 
standing near a window 
watching a storm while it 
happens.

Of course, one of the 
challenges is that a 
therapist cannot conjure 
up a storm for a therapy 
session. Instead, making a 
plan and role-playing what 
children can do to handle 
a storm allows them to feel 
confident that they know 
what to do when a storm 
comes. Helping kids grad-
ually face their fears in this 
way has proven to be quite 
successful in overcoming 
anxiety and excess worry.

ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. 

ↆ S U D O K U

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

Storm anxiety is common 
in young children

There are ways to help 
children work through 
their fear of stormy 
weather. 
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thing. He would watch a 
[cocooned] butterfly – he 
was up all night trying to 
catch it.  So, he took the 
next one that he found 
and he watched as it 
took all the stages of the 
butterfly as it was coming 
to life. He just loved 
doing that, watching little 
things from nothing going 
to a butterfly. He’d stay up 
all night to do that kind of 
thing – a lot of it’s kind of 
magical,” recalls his wife, 
Pauline, noting that he 
also enjoyed singing and 
travelling. 

“He was a witty guy. He 
enjoyed having fun,” she 
said of Allen, pointing to 
a facet of his personality 
many people recall – he 
was always quick with a 
joke. You could run into 
Allen at the bank, and he 
was apt to open with a 
‘Hey, did you hear the one 
about...? ’

A teacher, a father, a 
firefighter, a photogra-
pher, a musician, an artist, 
Martin was a well-rounded 
guy who’s life began to 
change at 50 years of age 
when he was diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s. Grad-
ually, one by one, those 
roles slipped away. Martin 
retired from his teaching 
career. Similarly, his time 
with the Woolwich Fire 
Department came to an 
end. Writing started to 
become difficult too; first 
his penmanship and even-
tually his column became 
casualties to advancing 
illness.

The new book of 
Martin’s columns show 
him in fine form, however.

Early in the life of The 
Observer, the then-editor 
Brian Jantzi asked his 
uncle Allen to write for the 
paper. That evolved into 
a regular column, chron-
icling life in Floradale, 
his trips with Pauline as 
she drove a tour bus and 
anything else that crossed 

his mind, from the worka-
day to the humourous.

Reading the newly 
released book brings 
back lots of memories for 
Pauline. 

“I’m sort of starting 
it, but I haven’t finished 
reading it yet. A lot of 
them I do remember from 
being in The Observer – I’d 
read them every week, of 
course.” 

Revisiting the works, 
she has also found herself 
remembering some stories 
of trips and day-to-day 
adventures with her late 
husband.  

Reflecting on Allen’s 
time spent working for the 
paper, Pauline says her 
husband had love for The 
Observer’s staff, includ-
ing owners Joe and Pat 
Merlihan. But as the stages 
of his disease began to 
take over it was time to put 
down the pen and spend 
time with family.

“He enjoyed writing and 
did it for many years, but 
he just couldn’t keep on 
anymore because he kept 
getting the wrong keys 
in the typewriter and the 
computer, but he really 
enjoyed doing that and 
always was ready for the 
next one.”

The book has also been 
a walk down memory lane 
for Allen’s daughter, Sherri 
Martin-Carman

“Dad found that it really 
helped him writing the 
column. It happened 
to go full-time when he 
was leaving a number of 
his roles or key roles of 
life, such as teaching. He 
had gone on a disability 
leave part-time, so he was 
reducing the teaching load 
and he ended some roles 
with the fire department 
and handed off some of his 
roles in our local church. 
So he found himself with 
an incredible amount of 
time on his hands,” she 
said of Allen’s foray into 
column writing.

So, the opportunity to 
write a column and to 
have sort of a task to do 
something meaningful, 
that was a real gift to him 
at that part of his life. He 
describes it as a lifeline for 
him. He simply lit up when 
he was writing and think-
ing of topics. And then we 
learned, only really at the 
time he died, more about 
how he did a lot more than 
just write the column for 
The Observer: he was a big 
part in helping some of the 
networking with people 
and delivering papers and 
a few things earlier on. So, 
he was pretty engaged. 
It really helped transi-
tion him from his career 
into moving into early 
retirement because of the 
disability.”

“Allen really was a big 
part of helping us when 
we were starting out – he 
knew everybody in town,” 
said co-owner Patrick 
Merlihan, who put the 
book together. 

“We talked about doing 
a book for years, and 
I’m so happy we finally 
got to do it. Working on 
the project and reading 
through those columns 
really brought back great 
memories of Allen being 
in the office when we were 
starting out. He was such 
a character.”

A character, indeed, as 
most people who knew 
him would agree.

“He lived life to fullest,” 
said Pauline, who said 
that’s advice she and Allen 
would always offer. “Enjoy 
life as much as you can – 
that’s what Allen would 
say, because he would say 
it can be shorter than you 
think. Then, if you haven’t 
done half the things you’d 
like to...”  

‘My Side of the Dam: The 
retrospective 1996-2003’ 
is available for purchase 
through The Observer’s 
website, observerxtra.
com/allen.

MY SIDE OF THE DAM: Popular humour column 
compiled into book to honour author's contributions

→FROM 3

A compilation of Allen D. Martin's columns was published to mark The Observer's 25th anniversary.


