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WHERE TIRES ARE A SPECIALTY, NOT A SIDELINE.
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service

371 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA, ON | 519-669-3232

Sale &
pickup will

respect
physical

distancing

Mon.-Sat. 9-5, Sunday Closed
22 Church St. W., Elmira (519) 669-5537

Email: ehhof�ce@rogers.com | Fax 519-669-3981  Call ahead to order and pay, load your trunk and drive away

TOPSOIL 
TRUCK 
LOAD SALE!

$169
15¢ from each bag 

will go to the Food Bank

/bag

 Call ahead to order and pay, load your trunk and drive away

$
15¢ from each bag 

will go to the Food Bank

 Sale
Starts 
May 1

While supplies
last.

@elmirahomehardware
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WINTERBOURNE’S PEEL 
STREET BRIDGE COULD 
be reopened to pedestrian 
traffic as early as next year 
under a plan approved this 
week by Woolwich council.

The goal is to have the 
engineering work done 
this year, with construc-
tion on the structure 
carried out in 2022.

The decision Tuesday 
night follows up on coun-
cil’s earlier decision that 
rehabilitation as a pedes-
trian crossing was the 
best fate for the historic 
steel bridge. Other options 
on the table included 
removal, rehabilitation 
for vehicular traffic or 
replacement with a new 
span that would be open to 
all traffic.

Originally leaning 
towards a new bridge, 
councillors eventually 
opted for the pedestri-
an-only option, though 
with no timeframe 
specified for the work. A 
motion from Mayor Sandy 
Shantz proposed speeding 
up the process in order to 
reopen the bridge as soon 

Peel Street bridge 
could reopen as
early as next year
Woolwich council votes to speed up the 
rehabilitation for use by pedestrians

→ BRIDGE 5
Cast and crew of the Hulu series Holly Hobbie were in St. Jacobs this week to film scenes for 
episodes in the upcoming third season.  Sean Heeger

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

WITH THE CURRENT SCHOOL 
YEAR winding down, prepara-
tions are already underway for 
the next one set to start this fall. 
While COVID-19 continues to 
lurk in the shadows, threatening 
to upend whatever plans are put 
in place, the Waterloo Region 
District School Board (WRDSB) 
is cautiously optimistic and 
planning for a year with a focus 
on in-person learning.

This year was the first full year 
altered by the pandemic, with an 
impact on students in all grades. 
One of the bigger changes to 
the school year for kids was the 
option of remote learning, which 
allowed parents to opt their kids 
into schooling online from the 
comfort of home. 

Students were given multiple 
opportunities to be placed into 
remote learning over in-person 
throughout the year, with more 
than 15,000 students (25 per 
cent) in the WRDSB choosing 
to take their classes via remote 
learning this year, says Lila 
Read, associate director at the 
WRDSB.

For the upcoming year, 
however, she expects that not as 
many people will opt for remote 
learning, instead going back 

→ SCHOOLS 5

Board aiming 
for reduction in 
remote learning 
for the next 
school year

as possible.
“Let’s get on with it,” she 

said.
The issue revisited, 

Coun. Larry Shantz 
instead called for council 
to reject its previous deci-
sion in favour of building 
a new bridge to accommo-
date vehicular traffic. He 
argued the rehabilitation 
project wasn’t the best use 
of funds.

“It’s short-term think-
ing,” he said, noting the 
repairs would keep the 
bridge passable for only a 
few more decades. “It is a 
Band-aid solution, at best.”

If the goal is to reha-
bilitate the bridge to last 
just another 20 years, the 
township might as well 
remove it now, he argued.

Coun. Murray Martin 
supported his fellow Ward 
3 councillor’s position.

“I think we’re making 
a poor decision,” he said 
of plans to rehabilitate 
the bridge for pedestrian 
use, adding the decision 
ignores those who want 
a bridge to carry vehicu-
lar traffic, including the 
Mennonite community.

But others on council 
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Get Xplore 50/10 UNLIMITED today 
and your price is guaranteed for 2 years! 

Call 1-866-207-5855. 

Xplore 50/10* UNLIMITED is here.

xplornet.com

Yes, this product is available to existing customers. Yes, your Internet data is truly unlimited. There is no soft cap! 1Speeds vary based on 
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NetflixTM is a trademark of Netflix Inc. Xplornet® is a trade-mark of Xplornet Communications Inc. ©2021 Xplornet Communications Inc.

Download speeds 50 Mbps to:
• Watch Netflix™ on multiple devices3

• Scroll through social media fast
• Stream music and videos
• Download games and files faster

Upload speeds 10 Mbps to:
• Video conference for school and work
• Back up data to cloud storage
• Upload and share videos and photos
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$9999$9999
/month/month2
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guarantee
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WATERLOO REGION 
DISTRICT SCHOOL 
BOARD (WRDSB) students 
graduating this year 
will no longer celebrate 
commencement this 
summer as originally 
planned, having to wait 
instead for the fall, as is 
the case for all 16 high 
schools.

Virtual is still the 
expected medium in 
which the ceremony will 
take place later this year.

The board announced 
last week ceremonies 
scheduled for June 24 
have been moved back 
to the fall because of the 
pandemic and current 
stay-at-home orders. A 
rescheduled date has yet 

WRDSB pushing back commencement events to fall
to be set.

Even though the event 
was meant to be held virtu-
ally, WRDSB superinten-
dent Ron DeBoer said the 
pandemic has impacted 
the ability for staff and 
students to come together 
and plan. Vendors have 
also been unable to work 
on providing compo-
nents of a traditional 
commencement.

Last year, commence-
ment was held virtually in 
the fall due to COVID-19, 
with all 16 postsecond-
ary schools in the board 
hosting commencement 
the same night. This 
year, the plan was to have 
all schools – even the 
ones that usually host 
commencement in the fall 
– host the ceremony in the 
summer. 

DeBoer said holding a 
commencement for each 
school would require 
components that simply 
cannot be put together 
in time for next month, 
thanks to the pandemic. 
Without knowing what 
things would look like 
coming out of the current 
lockdown, getting the cere-
mony ready in time was 
just too much for the board 
to complete at this time. 

“Last November, we 
had all 16 schools that 
had a commencement on 
the same evening. Our 
communications depart-
ment worked with schools 
in creating individual files 
and shells to individualize 
it (the commencement) 
per school, but also we 
have general speakers that 
were speaking to every-

one,” said DeBoer. “Our 
photographer vendors 
that we work with, we had 
it all lined up for them 
to come in to take all the 
grad photos, all of those 
pieces. Because of the 
stay-at-home order, and 
then eventually the move 
to remote learning, none 
of those vendors can come 
into our schools to take 
grad photos. So that was a 
big, big part of the visuals, 
and the virtual commence-
ment. If we weren’t able 
to do that, then there was 
really no sense in us doing 
a virtual commencement 
in June, and so we then 
made the decision to move 
the virtual commence-
ment part to the fall.”

He followed up by 
stressing that each school 
was working on a way to 

celebrate their graduates, 
and commencement being 
put off was not the end for 
graduating students. 

“Most schools have 
identified sort of a week 
in June to do a number 
of things and this will be 
very different from school 
to school, a number of 
things to really celebrate 
students. Again, because 
of the stay-home order 
we’re going to be in, we’re 
not sure what that looks 
like but we’re hoping 
that students will be able 
to come to the school 
grounds, do a drive by, 
have a picture taken – 
there’s a number of differ-
ent things that schools 
will do around that, but so 
much of it depends on just 
where we’re going to be in 
the world with COVID.”

Woolwich 
awards $458k 
contract for 
tar and chips

Woolwich will spend 
$458,000 this year on its 
surface-treated roads 
(tar and chip), council 
this week awarding 
a contract to Duncor 
Enterprises. Roads to be 
treated this year include 
Allan Street and Geddes 
Street in Winterbourne, 
and Forester, Pine Creek 
and Village View roads 
near Maryhill. Wool-
wich-Guelph Townline, 
Lerch Road, and Fife 
Road are planned to be 
converted from gravel 
roads to surface treat-
ment roads 
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three The second phase of watermain recon-
struction work in Maryhill moved forward 
this week, as Woolwich council awarded a 
$91,000 contract to Dillion Consulting Ltd. 
to carry out engineering and design services 
for the Halter Avenue, Isley Drive, and Notre 
Dame Avenue reconstruction project.

Both Elmira and St. Jacobs will have a town-
ship-run visitor centre: the existing First 
Street facility in Elmira stays put, while a trial 
program will be launched at a high-profile 
site near the St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market. 
Council’s decision effectively removes, at 
least temporarily, an Elmira group’s concerns 
the current centre would be closed.
From the May 7, 2005 edition of The Observer

Maryhill water project From the archives
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

THE ONTARIO GOVERN-
MENT’S PROMISE OF 
two-way, all-day GO Train 
service is closer to becom-
ing a reality as the prov-
ince takes the next steps in 
the project.

The province last week 
released a preliminary 
design business case for 
Kitchener GO Rail service 
expansion. That comes 
as the agency responsible 
for GO Transit, Metrolinx, 
issued a request for quota-
tion (RFQ) for improved 
infrastructure between 
Georgetown and Kitch-
ener. This RFQ package 
includes infrastructure 
improvements at Acton 
GO station and Guelph 
central station, which will 
help enable two-way train 
service, new maintenance 
of tracks, and other track 
upgrades that will allow 
for higher train speeds. 

The latest moves in the 
long-discussed project 
were announced last 
Friday by Transporta-
tion Minister Caroline 
Mulroney alongside Kitch-
ener-Conestoga MPP Mike 
Harris and other dignitar-
ies. The GO train system 

is set to improve in the 
Kitchener-Waterloo area 
over the next few years as 
the expansion rolls out. 

“We’re building a 
safe and reliable tran-
sit network that makes 
life easier and supports 
a strong economy by 
connecting people across 
the Greater Golden Horse-
shoe and beyond. Today’s 
release of the preliminary 
design business case for 
Kitchener GO rail expan-
sion highlights the proj-
ect’s benefits. And our 
request for qualifications 
package includes infra-
structure improvements to 
act and go station and well 
central station, new main-
tenance of tracks and other 
track upgrades to allow for 
higher train speeds. This 
brings us one step closer 
to delivering two-way, 
all-day GO rail service to 
the communities and busi-
nesses along the Kitchener 
line,” said Mulroney. 

The business case high-
lights significant travel 
time savings for riders, 
with service every 15 
minutes on core segments. 
Projections show that the 
Kitchener line will gener-
ate up to 39,000 jobs and 

Region looks to reach higher-risk groups as vaccine rollout
Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

MORE THAN 200,000 
DOSES OF a COVID-19 
vaccine have now been 
administered in Waterloo 
Region, with 41 per cent 
of adults have received at 
least one shot. Those fully 
vaccinated, some 16,400, 
represent less than three 

Peter McGough, executive director of the Waterloo Central Railway, with the locomotive recently donated by CN. Damon MacLean

per cent of the population, 
however.

While there’s been some 
progress, officials say, 
there’s a long way to go 
before hitting the target of 
inoculating at least 75 per 
cent of the population.

Still, more people 
are eligible to receive 
vaccines, even if short-
ages continue to slow the 

process.
“I’m pleased to report 

that we continue to make 
real progress with the 
vaccine rollout. This week, 
we expanded eligibility 
to several more priority 
groups, including employ-
ees in many sectors who 
cannot work from home 
and who are out in the 
community providing 

essential services for all 
of us. We also continue to 
steadily administer more 
shots,” said regional chair 
Karen Redman at the 
weekly pandemic update 
April 30.

“Based on new data, 
we continue to refine and 
make informed decisions 
and support expanding 
the vaccine into more 

priority neighborhoods.” 
Of the total figure 

administered as of last 
Friday, 24,437 or some 6.2 
per cent of shots had been 
given at pharmacy loca-
tions, which have been 
making available doses of 
the AstraZeneca vaccine.

Additional priority 
groups have also been 
added in the region, a → VACCINE ROLLOUT 5

list that now includes 
essential and critical retail 
workers such as grocery, 
food bank and non-clin-
ical pharmacy workers. 
Also Service Ontario 
and Service Canada and 
Passport Canada workers, 
wholesalers and general 
goods, restaurant and 
LCBO employees, workers 

WCR lands locomotive donated by CN
Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

THE WATERLOO 
CENTRAL RAILWAY HAS 
grown its fleet with the 
addition of a new locomo-
tive, donated by CN after 
they learned of WCR’s 
commitment to resto-
ration and preservation.

The Canadian National 
Railway’s donation brings 

the locomotive closer to 
where it began its journey, 
said WCR general manager 
Peter McGough.

“This locomotive was 
built in Canada in London, 
Ontario, and was the only 
model of its style – it is 
completely Canadian. 
It was only operated in 
Canada by a small railway 
in northern Alberta, which 
was since taken over by 

CN.” 
Heritage diesel locomo-

tive No. 1437 is now sitting 
outside the group’s St. 
Jacobs shop.

“The plant in London, 
it was General Motors 
Diesel, a subsidiary of 
Electro-Motive in the U.S., 
which was the biggest 
locomotive builder, diesel 
locomotive builder, in the 
world at the time. That 

plant’s now closed down, 
and we thought this was a 
great opportunity.” 

Formally known as 
GMD-1 No. 1437, the 
locomotive was built by 
General Motors Diesel at 
their London plant and is 
one of just 101 ever built 
between August 1958 and 
April 1960 for Canadian 
National Railways and 

→LOCOMOTIVE 9

Province edges forward 
on improved GO Transit 
service to the region

→ GO TRAIN 5
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LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

OPEN FOR CURBSIDE AT OUR NEW LOCATION

May Specials
Chrome
Books

APPLE 
MacBook Air

$49999

Intel i5 (4300u) 1.9ghz, 
8gig Ram, 500gig HDD, 
14" screen, Windows OS

Lenovo
T440

$399
Lenovo
T550

$599
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iPad 5
32GB 9.7” Screen

$29999

UNLOCKED
iPhone - 6’s $16900
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OPEN FOR CURBSIDE AT OUR NEW LOCATION

i5-5300, 2.3ghz, 
8gig Ram, 256gig SSD, 

15.6" Touch Screen, 
Number Pad, Windows OS

iPad 6
128GB
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$$599599599599599
i5-5300, 2.3ghz, 

8gig Ram, 256gig SSD, 
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Number Pad, Windows O
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ChromeChrome
Books
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MacBook Air
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Second
Location

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006
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APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air
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Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HPProBook
15” Laptop
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Dell Gaming
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Your turn  
 is coming 

 soon.

Ontario’s COVID-19 vaccine 
plan is helping to stop 
the spread and save lives. 
Thousands of people across 
the province are getting 
vaccinated every day.
As vaccinations continue, we need to stay 
the course to protect those we love. Wear a 
mask. Wash your hands. Keep your distance.

Find out when, where and how to get 
vaccinated at ontario.ca/covidvaccineplan 
or call 1-888-999-6488 for assistance in more 
than 300 languages.

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 
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at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

“Beer-Can” Chicken ($32 feeds 2) OR
BBQ Beef Brisket Dinner! ($38 feeds 2)
Comes with secret sauce, Roast potato wedges 

and either Mango Slaw or Texas Beans!!

Ready to Heat Dinners
— May 13, 14, 15 — 

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.ca

Closed Thurs. May 13 for Ascension Day

$4.29

PORK CHOPS

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$4.99 /lbHAM KIELBOSSA     

$2.99
/lb Reg.$ 3.99/lb

/lb

DELI SLICED 

CENTRE CUT 

2020 OCNA BNC 
First Place
General Excellence 

to the original in-person 
format. 

“I think what stands out 
is that the remote learning 
program will not be as big, 
we don’t believe we’ll have 
as many families opting for 
remote learning moving 
into the fall,” said Read. 
“[For secondary students], 
there will not be access to 
specialty programs like 
the advanced placement 
program, or international 
baccalaureate or French 
immersion. And of course, 
in elementary, we cannot 
guarantee French immer-
sion. I think the other 
obvious difference is that 
we are hoping, and do 

believe, that students are 
best supported through 
in person learning. 
Their mental health and 
their well being is best 
supported through in 
person, [and] we’re going 
to continue to reinforce 
our health and safety 
protocols to support 
students and families in 
that regard.”

As the board prepares 
for the eventual return 
this fall, Read says there 
are challenges they have 
to face with regards to 
remote learning. 

“The challenges that we 
have with remote learning 
is building that strong 
sense of community in 

the remote classrooms 
because students of 
course are not physically 
together. They’re not phys-
ically learning together 
every day with their peers, 
and so it really is more 
challenging to build rela-
tionships, to build a strong 
sense of community in the 
classroom and a broader 
sense of community, in the 
remote learning program.”

As they work to miti-
gate these challenges 
for the upcoming year, 
Read says they have been 
doing a lot of work with 
“social emotional learning 
and a trauma informed 
approach” to learning. 
She expects the changes 

weren’t willing to go down 
that road. Coun. Scott 
McMillan noted council 
had already made its deci-
sion about the fate of the 
bridge, with the evening’s 
discussion about moving 
up the timeline, not revis-
iting the issue.

“This is a responsible 
way forward,” he said, 
noting the decision is in 
line with the feedback 
council received from 
Winterbourne residents.

Coun. Patrick Merli-

will focus on a students’ 
wellbeing and building 
relationships and engag-
ing students further, so 
they feel more attached. 

As of May 3, students 
not already registered for 
remote learning were set 
to do their new school year 
in-person, as the chance to 
register had passed. Read 
says they will probably not 
be giving another oppor-
tunity for kids to opt into 
remote learning. Because 
they did a considerable 
amount of work reaching 
out to families, the board 
doesn’t think it would 
have to offer a chance to 
register for the program 
again. 

SCHOOLS: Remote learning numbers are likely to remain static at this point
→FROM 1

han concurred, noting 
residents had made their 
desires clear. He also 
dismissed the rehabilita-
tion project as a short-term 
fix, noting the door is open 
to continuing to maintain 
the bridge for years to 
come.

“This is a bridge I hope 
township residents will 
be using a hundred years 
from now,” said Merlihan, 
arguing that preserving 
heritage value of the struc-
ture is the key to the whole 
project.

The mayor noted she 
would have liked to have 
seen an option that kept 
the bridge open to horse-
drawn buggy traffic, 
for instance, but such 
projects aren’t cost-effec-
tive. A pedestrian bridge 
that retains the heritage 
structure is what the 
community wants, she 
said, calling for a quick 
solution after residents 
reacted badly to the large 
barricades welded into 
place on either end of the 
bridge.

Though officially closed 
in 2017 due to safety 
concerns, the bridge was 
still in use by pedestrians 
until the latest barri-
cades made it completely 
impassable.

“I’d like to get on that, 
and get it open to the 
public,” said Mayor Shantz 
of moving quickly.

The cost of the repairs 
has been estimated at $1.1 
million. Built in 1913, it’s 
one of the few steel truss 
bridges remaining in the 
area.

BRIDGE: Council won’t revisit plans for structure in moving timeline ahead
→FROM 1

in manufacturing indus-
tries directly involved 
in pandemic response, 
construction including 
infrastructure, and other 
essential businesses and 
services where facilities 
are at heightened risk for 
COVID-19 outbreaks and 
spread. The official list is 
now much more expansive.

As part of the region’s 
vaccine rollout, targeted 
pop-up sites have been 
running in high-risk 
neighbourhoods in the 
cities to counteract the 

virus and provide protec-
tion to those most at risk.  

The region continues to 
focus on high-risk popu-
lations that have been 
disproportionately hit by 
the pandemic. According 
to information provided 
during a regional board of 
health meeting last week, 
data collected over the 
past year show “cases are 
two to three times higher 
among those who identify 
as visible minorities and 
Black compared to our 
region as a whole,” said 
Adele Parkinson of the 

Public Health unit.
A voluntary self-iso-

lation site funded by the 
Health Agency of Canada 
continues to provide for 
that disproportionately 
affected by the virus in the 
region, said Dr. Sharon Bal.

Steps are being taken 
to reach out to members 
of the community whose 
first language isn’t English 
or French, as well as 
lower-income households.

In order to reduce 
vaccine hesitancy, the 
region has created a 
Community Engagement 

Working Group.
“They have brought 

together community 
leaders to ensure vaccine 
rollout and communica-
tions is tailored to local 
needs. Actions include 
posting town halls to 
decrease vaccine hesi-
tancy, designing and 
implementing vaccine 
clinics with racialized 
communities and creating 
communications materi-
als in multiple languages,” 
said Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, 
the region’s chief medical 
officer of health.

VACCINE ROLLOUT: Supply remains an issue as region makes slow progress
→FROM 3

estimates 54,000 residents 
living within a 10-minute 
walk of a station with 
two-way, all-day service. 

This line is also the core 
of the “Toronto-Waterloo 
Innovation corridor” a 
technology hub that could 
see growth of 170,000 jobs. 
The estimated travel time 
between Kitchener GO 
station and Union Station 
is expected to clock in at 
90 minutes, down from 
the current 111 minutes. 

Looking towards 
the future of transit in 
Ontario, Harris says the 
people of the region are 
ready for more service and 
reduced wait times. 

GO TRAIN: Province makes it business case for two-way, all-day service
→FROM 3

“As we look ahead to 
Ontario’s future, more 
and more people will take 
advantage of GO service 
here in Waterloo Region 
and, of course, across 
the GTA. ... Every minis-
ter who has visited this 
region, or has talked to 
myself or other people on 
the call here today, knows 
that this community is 

absolutely ready for less 
wait times and more flex-
ible service,” said Harris. 
“With that, I’m proud to be 
part of government that 
is making great strides to 
improve people’s travel 
experience through better 
infrastructure that will 
help shorten commute 
times [and] relieve conges-
tion so people can spend 

more time doing what 
matters most to them. 
As the minister said, it’s 
really important, espe-
cially in this day and age, 
and today’s announce-
ment, of course, is another 
great milestone towards 
improving public transit.”

By 2031, estimates show 
that 2.3 million people 
and 1.4 million jobs will 
be located within five 
minutes of an existing GO 
station along the Kitch-
ener line. Service is fore-
casted to bring in between 
10.9 million and 11 million 
annual boardings, while 
reducing vehicle kilome-
tres travelled annually by 
16.2 million.

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris. 
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “Hunger isn’t just an issue in faraway 
places, it’s happening right here in Canada 
and can be a very vulnerable feeling for 
anyone to deal with, especially children.”
Mealshare’s Derek Juno on the need for conversations 
about the issue ahead of World Hunger Day on May 28.

Some 74% of Canadians and 59% of Ameri-
cans are worried about climate change; 68% 
of Canadians and 53% of Americans support 
the goal of reaching net zero carbon emis-
sions in their respective countries by 2050. 
Leger poll

Verbatim The Monitor

I nclusiveness or caving to woke politics? 
The debate over flying the Pride flag didn’t end with 

last week’s vote in favour by trustees of the Waterloo 
Catholic District School Board.

Some welcome the move – June will mark the first time 
the board flies the flag – while others see it as pandering 
to public sentiment rather than sticking with traditional 
Catholic dogma.

Of course, Church itself has had evolving views of 
homosexuality, so it’s not just a matter of change within a 
local school board. Over the last decade alone, Pope Fran-
cis’ statements reflect a more progressive stance on the 
LGBTQ2+ community. In 2010, as the head of the Catholic 
Church in Argentina, the Pope, then Cardinal Jorge Bergo-
glio, said gay marriage was “a strategy to destroy God’s 
plan,” lobbying governments to vote against legalizing 
same-sex marriage.

Just three years later, the Pope said, “If a person is gay 
and seeks God and has good will, who am I to judge him?” 
By 2016, Francis was stating that the Catholic Church 
should apologise to gay people and Christians should seek 
forgiveness from them for the way they have been treated.

The Church still refuses to bless same-sex unions, but the 
position has clearly changed over a fairly short timeline. 
Is that giving in to public pressure, or a natural evolution 
of thought? All institutions are subject to changing times – 
society as a whole held out against gay rights for years and 
decades, eventually coming to a new realization, which 
changes seeming to occur almost overnight.

As with other shifts from past behaviour – think of the 
civil rights and women’s movements that led to changes we 
now take for granted – no one can really argue we should 
turn back the clock on gay or other minority rights. The 
WCDSB decision about the Pride flag does indeed reflect 
public sentiment.

Board chair Melanie Van Alphen said flying the flag is 
the right decision and a positive step forward, though not 
everyone in the community agrees.

“As people of faith, we love, accept, and celebrate all 
people and raising the Pride flag this June sends a clear 
message that Waterloo Catholic stands by its mission and 
vision in creating a welcoming, safe, and inclusive place for 
all, including the LGBTQ2+ community.”

That said, she added, the Catholic faith remains a central 
part of the board and its schools. The prospect of reopening 
the debate over public funds going to the Catholic board 
wasn’t part of trustees’ discussions about the Pride flag. 

Not, of course, that the issue of funding is ever far away 
when it comes to a discussion of school boards. Ontario has 
long studied the possibility of a single publically funded 
board, citing cost savings and fairness in an increasingly 
secular and diverse society. 

The existence of separate Catholic and Protestant schools 
dates back to Confederation, a sales tool for the project to 
bring as many regions as possible onboard with the idea. 
Minority protections, as we’d call them today, were partic-
ularly sensitive where Quebec was concerned. Ironically, 
that province – which once had school boards divided by 
religion and language, from a small French Protestant 
board up to the large French Catholic sector – did away 
with the divides in favour of a secular approach almost 25 
years ago.

Given the waning of organized religion in general, the 
push for secularization and stressed government budgets, 
the push for a single public system in Ontario is likely to 
grow. That leaves the Catholic boards with something of 
a dilemma: grow more in line with public sentiment to 
evolve with the times, or maintain their separateness and 
face the prospect of having the government make choices 
for them.

Pride flag issue part of a larger 
debate about Catholic board

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Napoleon Bonaparte doesn’t 
come up much in conversa-

tion these days, which is hardly 
surprising given that he has 
been dead for two centuries. On 
the other hand, this week it will 
be exactly 200 years since he 
died, so maybe we could make 
an exception just this once.

People often compare Napo-
leon to Hitler, another dictator 
who allegedly tried to ‘conquer 
the world,’ but that’s just wrong. 
Hitler never wanted to conquer 
the world. It’s doubtful that he 
even expected to conquer all of 
France, although he ended up 
doing just that.

Hitler’s real ambitions were 
all in eastern Europe, where he 
would get ‘lebensraum’ (living 
space) for the German popu-
lation and access to strategic 
resources, especially oil. The 
European part of Russia was 
also on his list, because he 
loathed ‘Jewish Bolshevism,’ 
but that was all. Whereas Napo-
leon thought much bigger.

Apart from Britain and 
Scandinavia, there was hardly 
a country in Europe that didn’t 
get a visit from Napoleon’s 
armies. The campaign that 
made Napoleon famous in 
France was his (short-lived) 
conquest of Egypt, and at one 
time he even contemplated 

Napoleon Bonaparte and 
a bit of “What if...?”

ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

following in Alexander the 
Great’s footsteps and invading 
India.

As he explained to Dr. Barry 
O’Meara, the Irish doctor who 
looked after him during his 
final years in exile on the South 
Atlantic island of St. Helena 
(1815-1821), “Had I known in 
1806 or 1808 [that a ‘ship-of-the-
line’ can carry 80 tons of drink-
ing water in tanks], I would have 
sent an army of 38,000 men to 
invade India.”

France’s only enemy in 
Europe at that time was Britain, 
all the other powers having 
been (temporarily) defeated, 
and Napoleon had at least 46 
line-of-battle ships available. 
He had arranged an alliance 
with the Mahratta Confederacy, 
then the strongest challenger to 
British power in India, and he 
was going to load each ship with 
800 soldiers and send them 
there. 

The plan was abandoned 
because nobody told Napoleon 
that those warships could carry 
enough drinking water for such 
a large army. He thought they 
couldn’t, and he never asked. 

So he wasn’t infallible, but he 
was certainly ambitious – and 
if the plan had succeeded, it 
might have ended British rule 
in India 140 years earlier. (What 
would have taken its place? Who 
knows?)

Nevertheless, Napoleon was 
responsible for millions of 
unnecessary deaths. Around 
three million soldiers and a 
smaller number of civilians 
were killed in 20 years of the 
‘Napoleonic Wars,’ most of 
which could have been avoided 
if not for his addiction to 
conquest.

By the end France was back 
to its original borders, and its 
losses were enormous. And yet 
it’s not only the French who still 
see him in a positive light.

Hitler was a squalid fascist 
who built death camps; 
Napoleon was  a child of the 
Enlightenment and the French 
Revolution who believed he 
was bringing liberal values to 
the people he conquered. He 
shamefully legalized slavery 
(banned by the Revolution), but 
wherever he went in Europe he 
overthrew the feudal order and 
enforced religious tolerance and 
secular education.

Consider his plans for 
England, if the cross-Channel 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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STEVE  
KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

The housing bubble could burst any day now ... or not

But even in good times, 
our economy is built on 
borrowing, with Canadi-
ans borrowing to maintain 
their lifestyles – there’s no 
will to raise rates when it’s 
borrowed money sustain-
ing our consumer-driven 
economy. 

Moreover, govern-
ments are not keen to pay 
more for the debt they’ve 
incurred, particularly 
during the pandemic. 

Governments could 
mandate other changes, 
such as larger down 
payments – making the 
minimum 40 per cent, 
for instance, would 
substantially reduce the 
number of eligible buyers, 
dropping demand and, 
thus, prices – or tougher 
challenges on mortgage 
borrowing.

The latter was imple-

mented in the wake of 
the 2008 recession, but 
Ottawa is moving away 
from prudence once 
again, just this week 
introducing measures to 
make larger mortgages 
available to first-time 
homebuyers in the partic-
ularly difficult markets of 
Toronto, Vancouver and 
Victoria. 

Increasingly, there’s no 
appetite to save Canadians 
from themselves when it 
comes to debt, whether for 
mortgages, lines of credit 
or consumer spending. 

Established homeown-
ers with little or nothing 
in the way of mortgage 
debt are seeing massive 
increases in the value of 
their biggest asset. That’s 
fine as long as they’re not 
looking to sell in order to 
move up, as the cost of 
their next homes would be 
commensurately higher, 
too. On the other hand, 
selling high in the hot GTA 
market allows some people 

to move out to the suburbs 
or smaller centers, seeing 
their money go much 
further.

Canadians have long 
been treating their homes 
as ATMs, drawing on both 
the equity they’ve built – 
some more than others, 
obviously – and the future 
equity they think will 
come as housing prices 
continue to rise ... at least 
in theory, though we don’t 
think too much about the 
possibility of a collapse.

In that regard, the 
housing market takes on 
the appearance of a Ponzi 
scheme. There are many 
people with the aforemen-
tioned FOMO jumping into 
the market, which bene-
fits existing homeowners 
who, in essence, reap the 
rewards of the major risks 
of those just getting into 
the housing market. 

Canadians have some 
75 to 80 per cent of their 
wealth tied up in their 
homes – the eggs are 

essentially in one basket. 
That’s a risk, but one 
that grows with how 
recently they bought their 
homes and the size of the 
outstanding mortgage.

Given the long-time 
boom in real estate, 
Canadians have seen their 
net worth double in the 
past 20 years. Statistics 
Canada reports median 
net worth for households 
hit $329,900 in 2019, an 
increase of 115 per cent 
from 1999. Most of those 
gains went to older Cana-
dians, naturally, based 
on when they purchased 
homes versus newer 
entrants into the market, 
who tend to be younger.

It’s numbers such as 
these that help feed the 
real estate frenzy. Again 
like Ponzi schemes, there’s 
a feeling of safe and steady 
returns, with housing 
seen as a risk-free invest-
ment. There are countless 
examples to the contrary, 
but human nature and 

bubbles often don’t mix.
Governments have 

shown little willingness 
to counter the downside 
of a potential bubble, just 
as they pay lips service 
to limiting sprawl while 
encouraging unsustain-
able growth with policies 
from immigration to 
development. In fact, the 
housing sector has become 
an inordinately large 
portion of GDP, pushing 
10 per cent, whereas the 
number is about half that 
in the U.S. Policies are 
adopted to encourage 
growth, however harmful, 
to maintain the fiction of 
economic well-being, just 
as borrowing is encour-
aged to maintain the 
illusion of middle-class 
prosperity. It’s not sustain-
able, but that’s a problem 
for another day ... and 
another government.

(That those most prof-
iting from the current 
situation – banks and 
developers, for instance 
– also happen to be major 
political donors is just a 
coincidental bonus.)

Moreover, no politi-
cian wants to be seen as 
blocking the dream of 
home ownership, a dream 
fostered by the same 
forces profiting from the 
status quo, by the by.

Housing prices have 
been over-inflated largely 
by easy credit, a situation 
the federal government 
temporarily moved on, 
but prices continued to 
rise. There has been some 
movement on creating 
more affordable house – 
rent-geared-to-income 
projects, for instance – but 
demand far outstrips 
supply.

Ontario’s Ford govern-
ment has targeted 
planning and growth 
restrictions imposed by its 
predecessor as a culprit. 
Opening up more land to 
development and easing 
restrictions on developers 
would increase supply 

Getting vaccinated may be the most welcomed Mother's Day gift this year.

Canada’s housing 
market  is due for a 

large correction any day 
now ... and has been for 
years.

The reality is that 
nobody knows just 
when the big downturn 
is coming, only that it 
is coming. Or has to be, 
right?

On the surface, the 
increase in housing 
prices can’t be sustain-
able, especially not at the 
levels we’re seeing just 
now. Even in a pandemic, 
with all the job losses and 
economic uncertainty, 
the market is booming. 
Sure, there was a dip early 
on, but then the craziness 
returned ... in spades.

We’ve seen some 
pandemic-related shifts 
in the market, with people 
working from home 
seeking more space. That’s 
translated into a measur-
able migration from the 
condo-ized downtowns of 
Toronto and Vancouver to 
the suburbs and beyond, 
in turn driving up prices 
even in rural areas. 

It’s a trend that’s had 
an impact on real estate 
in Waterloo Region, with 
demand driving up prices, 
pushing people further 
afield into still-smaller 
communities. 

Demand is outstripping 
supply, the latest surge 
fuelled by FOMO – fear 
of missing out. As prices 
rise, some people panic, 
worried that they’ll be 
forced out of the market 
entirely by rapidly grow-
ing prices. That demand 
in turn drives up the price 
of housing. It’s a vicious 
circle that seemingly has 
no end.

Government policy 
could change things, of 
course. A large increase in 
interest rates would cool 
the market almost imme-
diately. But given the 
current state of the econ-
omy, higher rates would 
come with numerous costs 
governments don’t want. →KANNON 8
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STEVE 
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

It pays to be mindful of being 
in the dog-training zone

– which is basically the 
same method my mother 
used on me and that didn’t 
turn out so great. The other 
requires you to train and 
reward with measured 
praise. 

I prefer the latter, 
because I don’t always 
have food on me (some-
times I comb my beard) 
but also because I never 
run short of kind words for 
a good dog.

There are pitfalls to 
either approach, though. 

Mark Twain once wisely 
said, “If all you use is a 
hammer, you treat every 
problem as if it is a nail.” In 
my experience he should 
have replaced the word 
nail with thumb, but you 
get the idea.

Basically, when you 
immerse yourself in any 
practice that requires so 
much repetition, there is 

a danger ofunconsciously 
using the techniques 
throughout every part of 
your life. Which is to say, if 
all you use is dog train-
ing techniques, you treat 
every problem as if it is 
dog-related.

I first noticed this the 
other day when, without 
thinking, I lined Jenn up 
and sent her out to make 
a long retrieve on the TV 
remote. And, you know, I 
might have gotten away 
with it had I not uttered, 
“Atta girl!” while scratch-
ing behind her ears.

But, what else was I 
going to do? It was a great 
retrieve.

That kind of praise 
works like a charm on 
an English Spring Span-
iel by the way. But, as I 
soon found, all it does 
in humans is elicit low, 
menacing growls and the 
occasional baring of teeth.

I only bring this to your 
attention because not once 
in the several dog train-
ing manuals I have read, 

is that ever mentioned. 
Which tells me the authors 
must have a fairly good 
legal defense team.

Of course, as soon as I 
realized what I had done, 
I apologized profusely to 
Jenn – although compli-
menting her on her focus, 
prey drive and intensity, 
was probably a bit over 
the top. Regardless, she 
forgave me because she 
knows I have submerged 
myself in dog training for 
the last year or so and sees 
that it is paying off too – if 
in nothing else but a food-
free beard.

After apologizing, I did 
my best to avoid making 
that same mistake again. I 
also went out of my way to 
explain to Jenn it was an 
innocent mistake anyone 
could have made.

You can’t be too careful 
with transgressions like 
this, because they can get 
turned around on you.

And that generally 
means a lot of time in the 
dog house.

When you have a 
young and upcom-

ing hunting dog, as I do, 
you tend to be worse than 
a new parent – at least, in 
terms of the amount of 
reading you do regarding 
how to raise them right 
and teach them correctly. 
That’s because dogs don’t 
think like we do.

They’re smarter.
Luckily, professional 

dog trainers are an inge-
nious bunch who, as far 
as I can ascertain, have 
a solution for just about 
every training issue a 
person could run into.

The biggest decision you 
need to make is how you 
want to train your dog.

There are many schools 
of thought regarding this, 
but I prefer the positive 
reinforcement approach, 
in which you reward your 
dog for good behaviour 
rather than punish it for 
bad.  Within that school of 
thought, there are a further 
two approaches. One is you 
train and reward with food 
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invasion he was preparing 
in 1803-05 had come to 
pass. He told O’Meara in St. 
Helena:

“Your [ British] fleet 
having been decoyed 
away...would have left me 
master of the Channel....
Four days would have 
brought me to London....I 
have no doubt that your 
troops would have done 
their duty, but one battle 
lost, the capital would have 
been in my power...

“[Having taken London], 
I would have offered you 
a constitution of your 
own choice, and have 
said ‘Assemble in London 
deputies from the people 
to fix upon a constitu-
tion.’ I would have called 
upon... popular leaders to 
organise one according to 
the wishes of the people. 
I would have declared the 
[end of the monarchy], 
abolished the nobility, 
proclaimed liberty, free-
dom, and equality.

“Think you, that in 

order to keep the [king 
on his throne] your rich 
citizens, merchants, and 
others of London, would 
have consented to sacrifice 
their riches, their houses, 
their families, and all their 
dearest interests, espe-
cially when....I only came 
to [get rid of the king] and 
to give them liberty? No, it 
is contrary to history and 
to human nature....

“Your principal people 
have too much to lose 
by resistance, and your 
masses too much to gain 
by a change....If they 
supposed that I wanted to 
render England a province 
of France, then indeed 
[patriotism could have 
worked wonders in a guer-
rilla war]. But I would have 
formed a republic accord-
ing to your own wishes....”

But what would England 
be without the royal soap 
opera and Clown Prince 
Boris Johnson? It would 
be like America without 
Donald Trump. Alternate 
history sucks.

DYER: There are plenty of alternative 
histories to contemplate; some suck

→FROM 6

The Observer is owned by a 
media conglomerate that includes 
The Record and Hamilton 
Spectator. 

The Observer was selected the 
media sponsor for a national run 
called Canada Cares National Run 
in 1996.

The Observer website was a 
finalist in COPA up against 
Toronto Star, Globe and Mail and 
Now Magazine.

ↆ LAST WEEK: A large majority of respondents thought that a 
$1,000,000 lawsuit against the Observer was the lie. We posted the 
lawsuit online at observerxtra.com/25 The Observer did not win a 
Michener Award for coverage of the Elmira water crisis. That crisis 
predates The Observer by seven years.

and, thus, lower costs 
over time. It’s a dubious 
assumption, particularly 
in the GTA where the 
influx of newcomers will 
undoubtedly outpace new 
construction. 

Even leaving aside the 
environmental concerns 
and the benefits of axing 

KANNON: Talking out of both sides of their mouths about affordable housing
→FROM 6 sweeping policy restric-

tions imposed on all 
municipalities, regardless 
of whether or not they 
made sense locally, there’s 
every indication we’ll 
continue to see a pumping 
of the housing market 
at the broader public’s 
expanse – sprawl, conges-
tion, changed neighbour-

hoods – while government 
efforts do nothing to make 
more housing available, 
particularly the affordable 
kind.

There’s a gap between 
increasing housing prices 
and stagnating wages at 
the heart of affordability 
crisis. Nothing will be 
resolved until popula-

tion easing dramatically 
reduces demands and 
wages grow to close the 
gap. Or we see a 30, 40 or 
50 per cent correction in 
the vein of what we saw 
in the U.S. in 2008, when 
many people learned 
bubbles can burst, and the 
fallout comes at a heavy 
price.

Doug Ford gets 
failing grade in 
leadership report 
card for pandemic

To the Editor,
No, I didn’t agree with 

Doug Ford’s apology. I 
thought the choked-back 
tears were, let’s say, “fake 
news.” And if it took the 
committee nine hours to 
choose those stay-at-home 
blunders, I wonder if there 
had been some dissent 
amongst his “experts.”  
Advice: incompetence.

Our Premier has hardly 
shown his leadership to be 
admirable: cuts to educa-
tion, health care, and 
environment, all leading 
to protests from public 
and workers in these most 
imperative government 
agencies, and he has not 
been above being devious 
about them. For example, 
the environmental protec-
tion laws have been erad-
icated three times, twice 
reinstated by activists, 
but then destroyed again 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

in the omnibus bills, once 
even in a pandemic bill. 
Transparency: zero.

Managing the pandemic 
is the immediate catastro-
phe, one that affects all 
of us, many for economic 
reasons, others for mental 
stability, and worst of 
all, for lives lost. People 
should not have died. If the 
oversight of long-term care 
facilities had been a regular 
necessity, they would be 
alive, shut in (as I am, at 
home), but well-treated. 
I shudder at the horror 
stories about the care of 
seniors and people with 
disabilities in this prov-
ince. As Care not Profits 
said last year, “Big nursing 
home corporations paid 
out over $58 million in divi-
dends to shareholders in 
just the last three months.” 
Greed: votes.

In the first weeks of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Doug Ford was suppos-
edly calling upon “his 
experts” for guidance, but 
other countries, the USA 
excepted, were following 

different policies, and 
their rules were having 
effect. Far from creating 
the famous “jobs, jobs, 
jobs,” his strategy was to 
put many people out of 
work. Although I am not 
a fan of Mr. Trudeau on 
the climate change front, I 
appreciated his generosity 
to people who would have 
been desperate without 
the federal government’s 
funds. (Disclosure: I was 
not one who accepted the 
cheque, because I didn’t 
need it.) The provincial 
government punishes sick 
people who need to stay 
home and refuses to pay 
them. Workers come back 
to the job for the money, 
still sick, hardly what a 
good doctor would have 
prescribed. This matter is 
still waiting for a correc-
tion. Pay sick leave! Empa-
thy: Scrooge.

As for the vaccines, even 
though I am a healthy 
senior, obeying the mask 
and social distancing 
rules, I was put right after 
the octogenarians, and got 

the jab early on. But what 
about the essential work-
ers, who have jobs where 
they are confronted every 
day with people who might 
give them the virus? Think 
of the stress for more than 
a year! They should have 
been vaccinated right 
after the first health care 
cohort. Planning: another 
bad judgment call.

New policies declared, 
withdrawn two days later, 
blame placed on Toronto 
or Ottawa (as if they 
deserved retribution?) 
Yes, it’s tough being the 
Premier, but other places 
in the world have lead-
ers who are doing much 
better. Report card: FAIL

Doug Ford should not 
be making any decisions 
about this pandemic. And 
it would be thoughtful 
not to say in his daily 
speeches, “My friends . . . .” 
Are the people in mourn-
ing really his friends? 
Populist government? No, 
thanks. 

Shannon Purves-Smith
ELMIRA
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Jamie Petznick, Naomi Stansfield, Joanne McKee and Helder Botelho of Lanxess with Alice Penny and Bruce Taylor of Elmira-based 
Enviro-Stewards. The two organizations have partnered to bring the Safe Water Social Ventures  program to Uganda. Submitted

Enviro-Stewards latest project helps 
deliver safe drinking water in Uganda

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

IN PARTS OF THE 
WORLD where people are 
experiencing a water crisis 
there is a water source 
available, but it's just is not 
safe to drink. That’s where 
an Elmira organization’s 
latest project comes into 
the picture.

To help residents in 
such developing coun-
tries, Enviro-Stewards has 
created a project which 
would not only bring 
them a safe and consistent 
source of water, but also 
empower locals to create a 
sustainable business. 

A market assessment 
done in Uganda, for 

instance, found that 90 per 
cent of the people there 
were consuming untreated 
water from the Nile River. 
More than 50 per cent of 
hospital patients were 
being treated for water-
borne illnesses. 

Based on information 
gathered and interviews 
conducted, the purchas-
ing of a water purifier 
would save the average 
family about $1,000 over 
the 25 year span of its life, 
expenses that are primarily 
related to medical treat-
ment and care. 

Thanks to seed fund-
ing provided by Elmira 
chemical producer Lanxess 
in 2020, the new safe-wa-
ter project was started in 

Pakwach, Uganda.
Dubbed Safe Water 

Social Ventures (SWSV), 
the project helps entre-
preneurs in these parts 
of the world by helping 
them to build, test, and 
sell bio-sand filters in their 
communities. Locals are 
taught the business from 
the ground up through 
teaching materials, and are 
then able to maintain the 
business independently, 
becoming self-sustaining 
in the long run.

Bruce Taylor, president 
of Enviro-Stewards, says 
this project is not just 
about giving people access 
to water by giving them a 
filter. Instead, the model 
they use allows residents to →UGANDA PROJECT 10

Getting people back 
to work – provided 

they’re healthy and 
protected from harm’s 
way – must be a priority 
for pandemic recovery. 
Invest, innovate, grow 
and recover.

But that’s more of a 
challenge in rural areas, 
and always has been. 

Julie Davis, director of 
workforce development 
for the American Equip-
ment Manufacturers, says 
that although running a 
business in a rural area 
comes with some wonder-
ful perks – such as lower 
crime rates, great scenery 
and a sense of community 
that’s unlike urban areas 
– it also comes with some 
unique challenges for 
workforce development. 

For example, she 
cites a lack of access to 
broadband Internet, 
rural “brain drain,” 
very little diversity and 
limited access to higher 
education. In Ontario, 
internet is finally getting 
addressed. Through the 
pandemic, it’s become 
clear how better Internet 
is central to so much, 
such as enhancing educa-
tion and turning the table 
on migration.

But there’s more. Davis 
says rural areas can face 
challenges with transpor-
tation – long distances 
and spotty public trans-
portation, for sure – along 
with elusive childcare, 
limited housing and 
longer distance to hospi-
tals and health care. 

The question is, who 
will take charge? The 

province? It’s been hit 
hard and appears to have 
pretty deep pockets. But 
in the long run, a differ-
ent solution is required, 
one that doesn’t depend 
primarily on urban poli-
ticians paying lip service 
to rural areas at election 
time, then disappearing 
when it’s over.

The current model isn’t 
working on either side 
of the border. As Davis 
points out, one out of 
every four businesses in 
the U.S. located outside 
metro areas struggle to 
find qualified workers, 
compared with one out of 
six in metro areas.

The vast majority 
of U.S. counties with 
persistent poverty – this 
is, where more than 
one-fifth of the popu-
lation has been living 
in poverty over the past 
30 years – are located in 
non-metro areas.

Rural residents 
comprise nearly 60 per 
cent of the population in 
neighbourhoods with no 
broadband access, but 
only 15 per cent of the 
country’s total popula-
tion. Almost 60 per cent 
of rural census tracts 
in the U.S. have limited 
or no access to quality 
childcare.

It’s a North American 
problem.

To begin turning things 
around, Davis points 

Pandemic recovery 
depends on rural 

investment 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

→ROBERTS 11

Lanxess helps fund the the Safe Water Social Ventures project
purchase the filter – some-
times at a very discounted 
price – ensuring that they 
will use the filter for years 
to come, rather than simply 
let it sit by the wayside.

“What we want to do 
with the Safe Water Project 
is to build up the local 
capacity, so 100 per cent of 
staff are from those coun-
tries. We build up the local 
people, train them how to 
run it – we have a series 
of five training modules 
[which are then used to 
train staff on the business]. 
The local team there (in 
Pakwach), knocked on 25 
families’ huts and asked 
them things like ‘where do 
you get your water and how 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought



10  |  B U S I N E S S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, May 6, 2021

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Graingerg g
Professional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firmfrom your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Call us for a
FREE quotation 

and legal review of 
your transactions!

BE READY FOR
THE SPRING

REAL ESTATE 
MARKET!

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey & Dressing or Beef Cordon Bleu includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
May 7 & 8

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
May 12-15

Orange Glazed Pecan Chicken or Fish includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

DENNIS KUEPFER - MILLBANK - (519) 595-4362

• RETAINING WALLS
• DRAINAGE TILES & REPAIRS,
   CATCH BASIN, ETC.

• SPECIALIZE IN SEPTIC SYSTEMS

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS!

2020 OCNA BNC 
First Place
Best Community Website

you get your water and how 
much does it cost?,’ then 
they went to the hospital to 
gather more information,” 
said Taylor. “We don’t just 
want to give these away to 
people ... if people are just 
getting this filter, they may 
not use it because it was 
free and they just didn’t 
want to learn how. But 
when people buy this, it 
encourages them to use it.”

The cost of the filter is 
US$100.

Taylor said people who 
took the time to earn the 
money are prouder to 
use the item compared to 
families who might have 
received it for free. He says 
when the team went back 

nity to work together with 
them and support a project 
that aligns with many of 
our corporate values. As a 
global company headquar-
tered in Germany, we are 
very much in line with and 
striving to meet the UN’s 
Sustainable Development 
Goals – and the biofilter 
project certainly helps us 
towards achieving those 
goals and helping so many 
people in the process. 
We’re very thankful for 
this relationship and the 
opportunity to support 
Enviro-Stewards with this 
project,” said Botelho.

Businesses and individ-
uals that wish to help can 
visit safewatersocialven-
tures.com.

UGANDA PROJECT: Getting people invested in safe-water systems
→FROM 9

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

DOWN FROM LEVELS IN 
MID-APRIL – highs not 
seen since the post-hol-
iday peak – COVID-19 
numbers continue to fluc-
tuate in Waterloo Region. 
New cases continue to 
mount despite the stay-at-
home order in place and 
a push to get more people 
vaccinated.

The region’s incidence 
rate has dropped slightly 
over the last week to 
around 95 cases per popu-
lation of 100,000 from 100. 
That continues the trend 
of remaining better than 
the provincial average, 
which stands at 160 cases 
per 100,000.

“As usual, we are seeing 
some stabilization, but our 
situation is still precar-
ious. And it will change 
quickly if we don’t keep 
up with our public health 
measures,” medical officer 
of health Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang 
said during the weekly 
pandemic briefing April 30.

“Taking into account 
interim data, our seven-
day average of percent 
positivity is 6.7 per 

 Number of COVID-19 cases continue 
to fluctuate in the region

cent. Ontario’s is at 8.7 
per cent – invariants of 
concern continue to be the 
predominant strains in 
Waterloo Region.” 

At midweek, there were 
541 active cases of COVID-
19 in the region. Public 
health officials were 
monitoring outbreaks at 19 
locations, down from 28 a 
week earlier.

Overall, the region 
has seen 14,459 cases 
of COVID-19 since the 
pandemic begin, with 
13,648 cases (94.4 per cent) 
having been declared 
resolved. There have been 
252 fatalities linked to the 
virus, one in the past week.

“What residents can 
do, limiting mobility and 
reducing close contacts are 
critical steps that help slow 
the spread of COVID-19. 
Limiting mobility means 
staying at home as much as 
possible, avoiding non-es-
sential travel to other 
regions areas of Ontario. 
Reducing close contacts 
means avoiding social 
gatherings, keeping at 
least two metres between 
yourself and people who 
you don’t live with. Wear 
a mask or face covering. 

Outdoors is safer than 
indoors – minimize time 
indoors with others as 
much as you can,” Wang 
advised.

“Employers, please have 
your workers work from 
home whenever possible 
under the stay-at-home 
order. There are things 
we can all do to protect 
each other, even doing our 
essential trips: limit your 
mobility and reduce your 
contacts by having only 
one household member 
pick up groceries, food or 
prescriptions if you can. 
Try to plan for what you 
need ahead of time to limit 
the number of trips you 
need to make outside your 
home per week. Planning 
trips or physical activity 
for less busy times of the 
day if you can. Maintaining 
physical distance between 
yourself and others at all 
times, even when you have 
a mask on. And wearing 
a face covering or mask 
outdoors when maintain-
ing distance with others 
isn’t guaranteed.” 

At midweek, there were 
52 people hospitalized with 
the virus, down from 70 at 
the same point last week. 

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, there were 386 
active case, down signifi-
cantly from 528 a week 
earlier.

That catchment area’s 
cumulative total was 7,170, 
of which 6,676 (93.1 per 
cent) have been resolved. 
There have been a total 
of 108 fatalities since the 
pandemic began, two 
more than last week’s 
report.

The province continues 
to see growth in the total 
number of cases, with the 
tally now at 476,692, up 
some 24,000 in the past 
week.

There have been 8,143 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a 
mortality rate of 1.7 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
432,109 cases (90.6 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada 
show 82,700 active cases 
nationwide, down about 
2,000 from a week earlier. 
The cumulative total of 
confirmed cases now 
stands at 1,249,950, with 
24,396 related deaths, a 
mortality rate of two per 
cent.

LOCOMOTIVE: CN had been taking good care of engine prior to donation
→FROM 3

Northern Alberta Railway.
The crew sent a request 

to CN noting their philos-
ophy and devotion to 
preserving and restoring 
engines such as this one 
in hopes that something 
could be arranged. 

“We don’t have static 
space. We tend to restore 
anything we can operate 
so people can see it oper-
ating as it did in the past,” 
said McGough. “Many, 
many people have never 
been on a train – a lot of 
kids have never seen a 

train – so we thought this 
is a great opportunity. 

“It was made just down 
the road from here – they 
used to operate in this 
area quite a bit back in 
the day. That model was 
also in passenger service 
– it provided a commuter 
train out of Guelph long 
before the GO train came,” 
he noted, adding the WCR 
request was well received 
and the transfer was 
granted and completed in 
less than a month.

“They were wonderful 
to deal with. They are so 

obliging,” he said of CN, 
noting the unit is fully 
operational.

“It’s in complete working 
order, there’s absolutely 
nothing wrong with it. In 
fact, it has been upgraded 
over the last two or three 
years with new wheels, 
new trucks, assemblies, 
electronics – it’s in excep-
tionally good condition.” 

McGough is looking 
forward to when WCR 
can show the public the 
new addition, noting now 
is not the time to gather, 
referring to the pandemic 

and ongoing public health 
measures in place. 

“At this point, we 
haven’t really decided 
what we’re going to do. 
Right now, we’re kind of 
leery to do anything like 
that, especially during the 
current lockdown.” 

WCR continues to remain 
busy with other projects 
such as the restoration 
work, with more informa-
tion available through the 
group’s monthly newslet-
ter, accessible through the 
website at www.waterloo-
centralrailway.com.

to talk with people who 
had used the item for a 
year, 100 per cent of them 
were still using it daily.

To further help resi-
dents, Lanxess has 
provided funding this 
year to help 240 families 
purchase purifiers. Those 
who make less than $2.50 
each day are eligible for a 
discount, which would see 
the cost reduced by 50 per 
cent. 

Taylor says the funding 
will give 20 people each 
month the ability to sign 
up for the discount and 
purchase a purifier. Each 
year they plan on reducing 
the number of discounts 
given out until the project 
has become self-sustain-

able within the commu-
nity. 

LANXESS operations 
head Helder Botelho 
said one of the things the 
company likes about the 
project was that it focused 
on encouraging people to 
create a sustainable solu-
tion by gaining the knowl-
edge and ability which 
will help them to continue 
sharing with others. 

“Being that we are 
neighbours with the 
Enviro-Stewards team, 
we’ve naturally gotten 
to know each other very 
well over the years. The 
more we learned about the 
life-changing work their 
team is doing, we realized 
this was a perfect opportu-
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to her organization’s 
Rural Workforce Action 
Plan, part of the recently 
released AEM Workforce 
Solutions Toolkit.

In it, she’s not passing 
the buck. She’s calling 
on industry to be willing 
to think beyond its own 
needs by connecting and 
investing in their commu-
nities, with what she 
calls “robust strategies 
that require a commu-
nity focus and long-term 
mindset.”

Organizations like 
economic development 
corporations or cham-
bers of commerce often 
lead these initiatives, she 
notes. But drawing on 
rural research, her chal-
lenge goes more broadly.

For example, she says, 
connect youth and adult 
workers with education 
and training programs 
that relate directly to 
existing and burgeoning 
industry sectors.

“A critical piece of the 
rural workforce puzzle is 
ensuring that the limited 

educational programs 
available in rural settings 
match the skill and labour 
needs of the community,” 
she says. “It’s important 
that programs create clear 
career pathways from 
school to employment.” 
Agriculture provides a 
great example, with path-
way programs with career 
technical education.

Finally, Davis advocates 
for economic diversifi-
cation initiatives that 
increase economic resil-
ience. And she calls for 
collaboration across the 
public, non-profit, and 
private sectors to align 
workforce development, 
economic development, 
and community develop-
ment goals.

In the new era we’re 
entering, everyone is 
being called on to be 
more accountable, more 
inclusive, more diverse, 
more equitable. How 
will that all play out in 
rural Ontario? Economic 
recovery and social 
stability depend on a new 
approach.  

ROBERTS: Rural areas should
see some upside to urban shifts 
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ArtsArts Both the UpTown Waterloo Jazz Festival 
and Kitchener Blues Festival announced 
this week the cancellation of their 2021 
events, set for July and August respectively. 
Both organizations cited ongoing pandemic 
concerns and public health restrictions as 
the impetus for the cancelling for the second 
year.

Also off the agenda this year, the Hillside 
Festival is planning a virtual festival, hoping 
to include some live-streamed concerts. 
Those who deferred 2020 summer festi-
val tickets to 2021 are being asked to hang 
on to those tickets, which will now be 
good for 2022, organizers said this week.
www.hillsidefestival.ca

More cancellations Hillside on hold, too

Having taken performances outdoors last summer, Here For Now Theatre is planning to do the same again for the upcoming season. Submitted

The show must go on –theatre group heads back outdoors 
Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

HAVING MOVED OUT 
OF DOORS last year to 
continue performing its 
plays, Stratford-based 
Here For Now Theatre is 
expanding on the concept 
this summer.

Known for productions 
centering on complex 
female protagonists, the 
group will be doing what 
it can to keep live theatre 
going through whatever 
public health measures 
are in place.

Fiona Mongillo, the 
theatre company’s artistic 
director, said Here For 
Now will be again making 
use of space outside the 
Bruce Hotel, looking to 
build on what turned out 
to be a successful transi-
tion last summer.

“We ended up produc-
ing a full-length theatre 
season with six different 
projects that were primar-
ily new projects that 
ended up being a great 

success. We had intimate 
socially distance audi-
ences outside – we started 
with a maximum of 25 
people,” she explained. 

To reduce any unneces-
sary interactions among 
theatregoers, people 
from the same household 
would be sat together 
in their own section, 
distanced from others. 

Following last year's 
summer season, the 
troupe decided to become 
a not-for-profit organiza-
tion and have committed 
to female-centric produc-
tions. Setting up for the 
2021 season, Mongillo 
and associate director 
Siobhan O’Malley started 
working full-time hours 
to create a “much larger 
festival with the same 
vision.”

This year’s festival 
will see the Bruce Hotel, 
which has now sponsored 
Here For Now, provide the 
team with access to the 
parking lot and a canopy, 
theatrical infrastructure 

and an outdoor stage from 
which  to perform. 

On the agenda for this 
year are eight world-pre-
miere productions and 
a reading series that 
includes poetry as well as 
a free children’s show for 
families in the commu-
nity.  

“What we did was we 
listened to pitches from 
local artists throughout 
the year. And then based 
our choices on how well 
the productions fit with 
our mandate... the merit 
of the artists, and also that 
the project would involve 
very few artists, because 
we wanted to make sure 
that we’re keeping each 
group of artists very, 
very small,” explained 
Mongillo, adding that “it’s 
very bare bones. We’ll 
have a director and we’ll 
have generally two or 
three performers, max. It 
just keeps the risk really 
low in terms of COVID 
to keep the groups really 
small. And then every-

body rehearses in their 
little individual spots, so 
the groups don’t interact 
with each other and it’s 
just another way to keep 
everybody safe.” 

World premieres 
include Goldfish (writ-
ten and directed by 
Steve Ross and features 
John Dolan and Laura 
Condlin), Kroehler Girls 
(directed by Severn 
Thompson featuring 
Kelly Mcintosh, Stacy 
Smith, and Andy Pogson), 
The Tracks (directed by 
Monique Lund-featuring 
Kale Penny and Lauren 
Bowler), Post Alice by 
Taylor Marie Graham, 
Janet and Louise by 
Deanna Kruger, In Search 
of Catharsis by Jessica 
B. Hill, The Wonder of 
it All by Mark Weath-
erley (directed by Sean 
McKenna featuring 
Monique Lund and Mark 
Weatherly), and So, how’s 
it been? Songs and Stories 
from our Town co-created 
by Liza Balkan and Paul 

Shilton. 
“We decided to do all 

world-premiere produc-
tions this year because 
we really wanted to hire 
as many local artists as 
possible,” she said. “We 
really wanted to use a lot 
of those artists, as many 
artists as we possibly 
could in the process of 
creating theatre. So, we 
brought on board the 
playwrights and the 
directors and the actors – 
everybody is local.” 

The parameters set by 
Here For Now Theatre for 
creating such a small-
scale production have 
been a good creative chal-
lenge, said Mongillo.

“I really wanted all of 
the plays for the festival 
to be born out of this 
moment, not because 
they’re necessarily going 
to be about COVID-19 but 
because they’re going to 
reflect what we’ve been 
going through collectively 
on various levels. I think 
in a way, sometimes when 

you put some confines in, 
you end up with creativity 
that blossoms. It’s actu-
ally been very conducive 
to the writers and to the 
creative process.” 

As with other groups, 
the Here For Now’s plans 
for the season are subject 
to ever-changing public 
health restrictions. In 
the event of continued 
lockdowns, however, the 
organization has no plans 
to take its shows virtual, 
instead it’ll wait until 
they can be performed 
in-person again.

Mongillo encourages 
anyone interested in this 
season’s performances to 
sign up for the mailing list 
at www.herefornowthe-
atre.com. Tickets will 
be made available for 
purchase online or in-per-
son at a box office follow-
ing social distancing 
measures after the lifting 
of the provincial stay-at-
home order. Donations 
can also be made to the 
theatre via the website.  

Stratford’s Here For Now Theatre has a series of new works lined up for this season, rising to the challenges of the pandemic
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519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East

Hosted by our PTs Melissa, Aden and Jon.
Wednesday May12th at 4:30PM

Join us for our FREE Knee Pain, 
Arthritis and Bracing Webinar.

To register call our office or go to the 
resources tab on our website. 
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Before you start an outdoor project 
involving digging this spring, 

GET YOUR 
FREE 
LOCATE
Call 1-800-400-2255 
or visit www.ontarioonecall.ca 
and request for your free locate today. 

Compost for Lawns, Experience the Difference

NEW

webstoneprosoils.ca

519-584-4755
1350 Jigs Hollow Rd.
West Montrose, ON

Compost – Puts You Back
In Step With Nature

Topdress Lawn Application
Reseeding

Overseeding

100% compost, a natural soil enhancement for lawns

Benefits of Enhancing Lawns Naturally

High in Microbiology
Excellent Moisture Retention
Secures Seed to Soil Contact
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��������������
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Home and GardenHome and Garden
Spring has sprungSpring has sprung
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Specializing in 
Spruce, Cedar 

and Maple 

Come in and check 
out our selection!

Elmira

Flordale

10 minutes 
from Elmira 

7223 3rd Line Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 | 519.669.8583

Specializing in 
Spruce, Cedar 

and Maple 

Come in and check 
out our selection!

Elmira

Flordale

10 minutes 
from Elmira 

7223 3rd Line Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 | 519.669.8583

Visit the Region’s LARGEST
Fence & Deck Showroom

Quality 
Professional 
Installation 

or
Cash & Carry 

Materials

5 Forwell Rd. at Victoria St. N.
(One block past Lackner)
519-745-3250

www.bfdrona.com

...and K-W’s only                 Building Centre
Friendly Professional Staff - Locally Owned and Operated

Online and 
Phone-in Orders 
until COVID-19 

restrictions lifted.

Curbside Pickup & 
Delivery Available

������������������
������������
���	��

2615 Victoria St. N • BRESLAU
519-648-2608

www.belgian-nursery.com
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& MORE!
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Great Selection 
Now Available in 

various sizes!

HANGING BASKETS 
for Sunny or Shady spots! 

DECORATIVE  POTS
�������������������

���������������������
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VEGETABLE PLANTS 
Now AVAILABLE!
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��	������
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While Supplies last – sorry no holds
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& MORE!
WEEKLY SHIPMENTS!

PERENNIALS 
Great Selection!

�����������
�� �����

FLOWERING 
TROPICALS

����������
�������������

Home and GardenHome and Garden See even See even 
more on the more on the 
next pagenext page
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4693 Powell Road, Wallenstein, ON
vistagreenhouse@gmail.com

Mon-Fri 8-7 Sat 8-5 Closed Sunday

519-698-0550

Bedding Plants • Hanging Baskets
Vegetable Plants • Planters

Bedding Plants • Hanging Baskets
Vegetable Plants • Planters

4693 Powell Road, Wallenstein, ON

CUSTOM SUMP PUMP SOLUTIONS

Marty Long | 519-749-5025 | www.gartechinnovation.com

Maryhill, ON

No one wants the unnecessary costs of a wet basement!

 | www.gartechinnovation.com

ON
SALE

NOW!
SUMP PUMP
BACKUP POWER UNIT

Your Complete Source for Landscaping & Lawn Care
 Landscape Build
 Interlocking Stone
 Retaining Walls & Steps
 Water Features 
 Back Hoe & Skid Steer Services
 Sodding & Seeding 

 Planting, Pruning & Mulching 
 Rolling & Aerating 
 Over Seeding 
 Fertilizing 
 Weed Management 
 Chinchbug Control 

Get your

FREE
quote now!

10%
OFF

Prepayment  
Discounts for 

Lawn Care

 Grub Control 
 Sod Webworm Control 

Home Home 
and and 
GardenGarden

������������������������

0% FINANCING OVER 48 MONTHS**
ON SELECT ZERO-TURN MOWERS

$4499
CC30  E Rider
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4499
CC30  E Rider
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LetUsFloorYou.ca  |  Flooring You Since 1995

1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements • 519-699-5411

St. Clements
Heart & Home

Paul Wagler

The Country Store
with the City Stock.
The Country StoreThe Country Store

with the City Stock.with the City Stock.with the City Stock.

We can deliver
samples or product

to your porch
or door.
Call Us.

We can deliver
samples or product

to your porch
or door.
Call Us.

We can deliverWe can deliver

CHECK
OUT OUR
SAMPLES

We Are All In This Together — Keep Safe!

St. ClementsSt. Clements

Call ahead to arrange 
your order - you can then 
pick it up in the parking

lot or we can 
arrange delivery.

Call ahead to arrange 

WE
ARE HERE
FOR YOU.

KITCHEN
DESIGNS

Let’s start planning
to transform your
kitchen. Let’s talk
and work out the

details now.

We have lots of paint

and stock flooring for

those projects you’ve

been wating to get to.

Call us and get

started.

We have lots of paint

START YOUR
“HONEY-DO”

LIST NOW
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

What you bring:

What you’ll do:

What we offer:

AMI Attachments is a local manufacturer of world-class attachments 
for construction, mining and forestry equipment” with a vibrant
growing team.
The Inside Sales Rep position is F/T permanent, M-F, 9am-6pm. 

• Heavy construction equipment knowledge & experience
• Inside Sales experience
• Motivation, professionalism, punctuality and organization
• Excellent verbal and written customer communication skills
• MS Office proficient (Excel, PPT, Word, Outlook)

• First point of contact for incoming leads and inquiries
• Prompt, efficient responses and follow-up to all correspondence, 

sharing with AMI Sales & Management Team as required
• Guide dealers through quotation & order process, and provide 

information and specifications as required
• Demonstrate accurate & extensive knowledge of AMI products
• Coordinate with Manager & team members to develop follow-up 

& sales action plans and strategies
• Initiate processes & improvements necessary for effective & 

efficient sales process that supports our dealers & customers

• Competitive wages & Benefits package
• Pension matching after 1 year
• Friendly, collaborative team environment

For more details and to apply online,  
visit amiattachments.com/careers
Or email your resume to: careers@amiattachments.com

HIRING: INSIDE SALES REP

Serving, engaging 
and inspiring current 
and future generations

Committed to fostering opportunities for current and future generations, 
the Region of Waterloo is an inclusive, thriving and sustainable region of 
connected rural and urban communities with global reach. Our mission 
is to serve, engage and inspire, by delivering quality services to a diverse 
population of 560,000+, while creating a healthy, collaborative environment 
of learning, respect and innovation. This is a place where employees are 
valued and recognized for their talents and contributions to our success.

WASTE OPERATIONS LABOURER
Working 40 hours per week, you’ll perform litter control, landscaping, 
material handling, and other site maintenance duties at an assigned 
landfill site, as well as receive and prepare household hazardous waste 
for transport. This role calls for knowledge of reading, writing and math 
skills, acquired through a Grade 10 education, plus 1 year of experience 
working with job-related equipment and tools. Knowledge of job-related 
policies, procedures, standard operating procedures, and safety standards, 
ISO 14001, relevant legislation, including the Environmental Protection 
Act and the Occupational Health and Safety Act, CVOR requirements, 
and Book 7 traffic control plans is also required. A skilled communicator, 
you can assist the public by responding to inquiries, providing instruction 
and waste diversion program information, and directing vehicles at 
waste management sites, exchange information with others, and work 
effectively on a team. Along with having a functional knowledge of 
the proper and safe operation and use of equipment related to the job 
duties, you must be able to function effectively and safely in the various 
environmental conditions experienced at a waste management site. A 
valid Class DZ driver’s licence and a satisfactory driving record are required 
to operate Regional equipment. This full-time position involves working 
Tuesday to Saturday, from 10:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Please visit our website for a detailed description of this position 
(competition #2021-1426), and to apply online before 11:59 p.m.,
May 16, 2021.

www.regionofwaterloo.ca

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, 
and thank all applicants in advance; however, we 
will be corresponding only with those selected 
for an interview. We will accommodate the 
needs of qualified applicants under the Human 
Rights Code in all parts of the hiring process.

NOW HIRING FULL TIME 
ROOF TRUSS ASSEMBLERS 

Must be team oriented, ambi�ous & responsible  
No experience required 

Mar-Span offers compe��ve wages, produc�on 
bonuses and employee benefits. 

Please apply with resume in person 
or email resume to marv@marspan.com 

We would like to thank all applicants, however 
only those selected for interview will be contacted. 

7221 Side Rd. 16 Drayton, ON  

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated general laborer.
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general clean 
up. Some weekend and after hours work.

Competitive wage.

Lorentz Farms Ltd. 
Mill operator needed. Mechanically 
inclined, computer knowledge helpful, 
some equipment operation required.  

Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

HELP WANTED

Help Wanted 

Help Wanted 

Help Wanted 

Help Wanted 

Help Wanted 

Help Wanted 

Reporter/
Photographer

The Observer has an opening for a 
motivated full-time reporter/
photographer who will write stories 
reflecting all facets of the community, 
from council meetings and school 
functions to sporting events and 
in-depth profiles. A healthy curiosity, 
an enthusiasm for new experiences 
and attention to detail are a must. 
Along with word-craft, you possess 
an eye for photography.

In your capacity as a reporter, you 
will be expected to work weekend 
and evening assignments. A reliable 
vehicle and valid driver’s license are 
required. The Observer uses profes-
sional quality digital photographic 
equipment, all of which is supplied.

Applicants should e-mail résumés, 
along with any clippings, to the editor 
at  editor@woolwichobserver.com by 
May 14, 2021. We thank all applicants 
for their submissions, but only candi-
dates selected for interviews will 
be contacted.

Help Wanted 

♥ Fireplace logs
Roll up newspapers and tie them 
tightly with string to make makeshift 
logs. You can then use them in 
your fireplace, saving on wood.

Help Wanted and word 
ad Listings Continue on 

the Next Page
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Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 
respect for our customers. 

 
We are looking for a full time, permanent

Woodworking Machinist
In this position, you would be working in the machining 
and breakout area of the shop. You will be cutting and 
machining rough lumber to create trim, doors and other 
solid wood parts. In this position you would be reporting 
to our machining manager. Opportunities for promotion.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Fluent in Measurements
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working experience will be an

asset

Experience
• Machinist: 1 year (preferred)
• Woodworking: 1 year (preferred)

after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a manufacturer of 
high quality kitchen cabinetry in Drayton. 

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales & Design

team. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, and 

preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. If you enjoy working in a 
strong team environment and want the 

opportunity to grow along with the company,
then please submit your resumé to: 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 
519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest.

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 
respect for our customers. 

 
We are looking for a full time, permanent

Stair CNC Programmer 
and Operator

In this position you will be responsible to operate one 
of our CNC routers that machines primarily solid wood 
stair parts as well as cabinet doors. The other part of 
your responsibility will be to work in the CAM side of 
StairCon software, to create CNC code and shop Data 
for production. To be successful in this position, you 
will need a strong understanding of CNC machining, as 
well as a strong computer and software knowledge and 
the desire to create systems to improve the StairCon  
CAM software.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Attention to Detail
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• CNC Router Experience
• CAM Software Experience
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working experience will be an

asset

Experience
• CNC Programing: 2 years (preferred)
• Woodworking: 2 years (preferred)
• CNC Operator: 2 years (preferred)

after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a manufacturer of 
high quality kitchen cabinetry in Drayton. 

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales & Design

team. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, and 

preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. If you enjoy working in a 
strong team environment and want the 

opportunity to grow along with the company,
then please submit your resumé to: 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 
519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest.

• Stair building experience will be an asset

Help Wanted 

Help Wanted Ads 
Started on page 17

Your Complete Source for Landscaping & Lawn Care
 Landscape Build
 Interlocking Stone
 Retaining Walls & Steps
Water Features 
 Back Hoe & Skid Steer 

Services
 Sodding & Seeding 

 Planting, Pruning & 
Mulching 

 Rolling & Aerating 
 Over Seeding 
 Fertilizing 
Weed Management 
 Chinchbug Control 

Get your
FREE

quote now!

10%
OFF

Prepayment  
Discounts for 

Lawn Care

 Grub Control 
 Sod Webworm Control 

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

ↆLOCAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Float Operator, 
Heavy Truck Driver

We are looking for a motivated individual to join 
our team, driving our 2021 Western Star Float Truck. 

Pay range from $24 - $27 and hour
Main Responsibilities

• Up to 14 hours per day, Monday to Friday
• floating various types of asphalt and construction 

equipment, including pavers, curb machines, 
graders, excavators, etc. 

Qualifications
• Min 5 years Truck Driving experience
• Previous experience in floating machinery an asset
• Commercial driver's license (AZ)
• Ability to handle physical workload 
• Great customer service and communication 

Interested applicants please submit resumes 
by email to accounts@wellingtonheavyhaul.com, 

or contact 519-829-0935.

Help Wanted
GENERAL LABORER 
FOR PRECAST PLANT, 
n o  e x p e r i e n c e 
needed, will train. 
Inquire ,  Lahman 
Precast Concrete Inc. 
519 699 4501 ex 2

SEEKING A FRIENDLY, 
KIND CAREGIVER TO 
assist in a warm, cheery 
home environment 
with personal needs. 
Several 1 -2 hour shifts 
available during the 
day. Convenient if you 
live in the East Bridge 
or St. Jacobs Market 
area. Starting over $18 
with gov't incentive. If 
you have a heart for 
caring and are vacci-
nated, please email 
raropp827@gmail.com 
or call 519-502-0970.

For Sale
LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g , 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

NO ROOM OR TIME 
FOR A GARDEN? 
Grow produce all year 
with an Easy Aero-
ponic Tower. No soil, 
no weeds, no weather 
stress, very little work. 
Nutritious and deli-
cious freshly harvested 
garden products grown 
in your own home! 
For more details call 
Timothy and Vera 
519-698-0601.

TWO SINGLE BEDS/
MATTRESS AND BOX 
spring $25. One 
aesthetician table 
(white) $100. One 
display case, white 
with shelves/mirrors. 
519-894-2941 leave 
message.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Rentals
P R O F E S S I O N A L 
COUPLE WITH GOOD 
income seeking 2+ or 3 
bedroom home to rent 
for June 1. Must have 
main floor bathroom, 
prefer garage space. 
Elmira preferred but 
will consider outly-
ing areas within 30 
minutes. We are happy 
to maintain yard and 
property as required. 
Pet friendly required 
for canine visits -- we 
do not have pets of our 
own. Will also consider 
private sale properties 
if you have something 
interesting to offer! 
No agents please. 
Please call or text 
226-979-2215 or 
519-503-8086.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

F R E E  M I X E D 
SAWDUST AND WOOD 
shavings for animal 
bedding. You pick-up 
weekly  in  your 
enclosed trailer from 
our Dust Collector 
Hopper Baywood 
Millwork, Bridgeport 
area of Kitchener, Joel 
519-748-9577 × 106

Help Wanted 
Continues
on Page 21

Please call  or email Donna Rudy: 
 519-669-5790 ext 104 
 drudy@woolwichobserver.com

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Sell it in the Observer
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
ESSENTIAL TRANSPORTATION

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce 
As the Province of Ontario has extended the Provincewide Stay-at-Home-Order until 
May 20th, the Township offi ce will be closed to walk-in public traffi c.  Business will 
continue and services can be accessed through our website, by email or by telephone. 
There is a drop box located at the side of our building along Maple Street, which offers 
a contactless option for dropping off payments, building permits or documents. We will 
be accepting water samples for drop off weekly on Tuesdays:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: 
    www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, 

Streetlights, Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit
For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call
519-669-1647. For health information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 
519-575-4400.
To view current media releases or to stay informed the township’s response to COVID-19, 
visit: www.Woolwich.ca/COVID19 

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
The Township of Woolwich recreation facilities are closed and all rentals and programs 
within these facilities are cancelled pending continued monitoring of provincial 
regulations.  
Outdoor recreational amenities such as skate parks, baseball diamonds, tennis/
pickleball courts, basketball courts and soccer fi elds are closed. Off-leash dog parks, 
playgrounds, outdoor parks, and recreational areas remain open. Please note that park 
amenities are not sanitized, and users should have personal hand sanitizer on hand.
Residents are encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying the outdoors 
our by visiting our website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, virtual fi tness 
and other activities to keep you engaged this spring.
Woolwich Seniors Association:  Older Adults 55+ are encouraged to stay active and 
connected from home.  Free, virtual programs, are offered.  Check the website for 
updates at www.woolwichseniors.ca or email contact@woolwichseniors.ca.

Local Business Resources  
FREE mask rollout: if your business is located in Woolwich and has 50 or fewer employees, 
order your free supply of masks online at: 
https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request 
Businesses support: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 
Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business!  For more 
information about government programs and other business supports call Jenna Morris 
at 519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Water Remote Reading Program
The Township of Woolwich is set to begin retrofi tting existing water meters to a new 
Smart Radio. This new Smart Radio will enable the Township to remotely read water 
meters which will eliminate the need to physically attend the property of water 
customers. This program will only affect properties in Woolwich who are being supplied 
water from the Township. The installation work has been contracted to KTI Limited.  
Over the next six months KTI will be working in West Montrose, Maryhill. Heidelberg, 
Conestogo, St. Jacobs and Breslau. For more information on the program visit, 
woolwich.ca/en/living-here/Water-and-Sewer.

Watermain Flushing 
The Township of Woolwich will be engaging in a watermain fl ushing/maintenace in Elmira, 
May 3rd to on or about May 14th, 2021. Please look to the Township Website for updates.
*These dates are subject to change and will be communicated on the Township website*
Watermain fl ushing is performed at this time of low water usage to minimize its impact 
on water service. Please refrain from using excessive amounts of water during this time 
(i.e., doing laundry, using the dishwasher, etc.)
The fl ushing process may cause discoloured water and a reduction in pressure. It 
should be noted that both conditions are temporary and not harmful. If discolouration 
occurs, open a cold, hard water tap in the basement until it runs clear before resuming 
regular consumption. In some situations, this may take 5 to 10 minutes. If, however, 
either of these conditions persist, please contact Chere Schwindt at 519-669-6041 or 
1-877-969-0094 ext. 6041.
The Township of Woolwich appreciates your patience as we continually work to maintain 
the quality of drinking water throughout the Township.

2021 Property Tax Deferral Program
On April 20, 2021 Council approved an application-based property tax deferral program 
aimed to assist residents and businesses who will need more time to pay their second 
installment of the 2021 Interim Tax Bill and both installments of their 2021 Final Tax 
Bill. The application for this program is now available on the Township of Woolwich 
website at woolwich.ca/taxes. The program will allow residents and businesses 
fi nancially affected by the COVID-19 pandemic to defer their second installment of the 
2021 Interim Property Tax and both installments of the 2021 Final Property Tax due 
dates by 60 days. The application deadline for this program is May 31, 2021. Paper 
based copies are available upon request.

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. 
Children under fi ve and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are 
exempt. Please be kind to those unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, 
call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
Pre-registration for Phase 2 is opening in stages. Many Phase 2 groups can pre-register 
now, including essential workers (e.g. some education, restaurant, public transit, bank 
branch staff).
Find the full list of priority groups who can pre-register at: 
regionofwaterloo.ca/VaccinePreReg 

New episode release: 1 & 2 Now Available

Available
where ever
you listen.  

▶  podcast.observerxtra.com

by Heather Calder

25 years later the Observer serial
novel turned into 40 parts in 9 
episodes. Listen for Free Today!
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•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

$12.00/per sq. ft. plus C.A.M. fees 
space for lease. 2 units available im-
mediately. 1310 sq. ft. & 1821 sq. ft. 
Front & rear access. Newly renovated. 
Lots of parking. MLS

112 Oriole Pkwy, Birdland Plaza

NEW LISTING

Enjoy the salt water pool this sum-
mer!  Backing to trail & greenspace. 
3 bdrm, two storey w/upper loft area. 
Master bdrm walk-in closet & reno-
vated ensuite. Main fl r L.R. & eat-in 
kitchen w/walkout to deck & pool 
area, 2 pc. bath. Finished rec room 
w/gas F.P. & dry bar. Appliances incl.  
New MLS $589,900.00

43 Brookmead St., Elmira

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

ELMIRA - Filled with love and charm this 4 bedroom 
home is ready for you!!! Situated in the heart of Elmira 
and conveniently located close to the rec-centre, 
downtown, schools and a short 10-minute drive to 
Waterloo.  You can cozy up in the main living space 
and adore the lovely updated décor. 2 bedrooms up 
and 2 bedrooms on the main floor which could 
alternatively be used as a home office or play room. 
Some recent updates include newer windows in the 
basement and mudroom, flooring in the kitchen, 
exterior siding and new furnace in 2020. Eye catching 
curb appeal with landscaped yard and front walkway 
plus a private deck for entertaining.  And to top it off, 
a detached garage! This one is too wonderful to 
overlook! $599,900$599,900

Waterloo.  You can cozy up in the main living space 
and adore the lovely updated décor. 2 bedrooms up 
and 2 bedrooms on the main floor which could 
alternatively be used as a home office or play room. 
Some recent updates include newer windows in the 
basement and mudroom, flooring in the kitchen, 

and adore the lovely updated décor. 2 bedrooms up 
and 2 bedrooms on the main floor which could 

basement and mudroom, flooring in the kitchen, 
exterior siding and new furnace in 2020. Eye catching 
curb appeal with landscaped yard and front walkway 

and adore the lovely updated décor. 2 bedrooms up 
and 2 bedrooms on the main floor which could 
alternatively be used as a home office or play room. 
Some recent updates include newer windows in the 
basement and mudroom, flooring in the kitchen, 
exterior siding and new furnace in 2020. Eye catching 

SOLD

Are you looking 

for a paper route?Are you looking 

for a paper route? Call now 
for details!
519-895-5566

Call now 
for details!
519-895-5566

EARN MONEY$

Contact Michelle at 
mschickler@therecord.com

Help Wanted 

Julie M. Heckendorn,
Broker

Over 3000 sq. ft.  in this custom built home which features the master bdrm on the main floor 
w/updated ensuite. All rooms are spacious. Large din. area & island in kitchen. Stone fireplace 
in family room. Main floor laundry & 2pc. Circular staircase to all levels. 2 huge bdrms. 
upstairs & 'bonus room' over the garage (with separate entry - great home office or in-law 
space). There is a separate entry from the oversized garage to the workshop & basement. Rec. 
room, games area & 3pc bath. 132' wide lot! Long interlocking driveway. MLS 

DIRECT (519) 588-7562
EMAIL: Julieheckendorn20@gmail.com

$899,900

PUT YOUR 
MONEY 
WHERE YOUR 
HOUSE IS  
Support the local 
businesses that keep 
your community and its 
newspapers thriving.♥ Packing material

Newspaper is a great substitute for bubble wrap. To 
pack a box with fragile contents, first wrap the items 
individually. Place them in the box, separated by 
crumpled paper. Then fill any remaining space with 
crumpled paper. If you have a lot of old paper, use 
a paper shredder to make piles of great packaging 
material. Whoever receives your gift can avoid 
adding to the world's waste and put your papery 
packaging straight in their home recycling bin.
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1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0

519-656-2880

www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
Pre-arranging your funeral is an important part of estate planning.

Ask us about the many funding options available.

ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Judy Chalmers is happy to announce the 
forthcoming marriage of her daughter  

Jessie Chalmers  
to Neven Hajder  

on June 26, 2021.

Unfortunately Stag and Doe’s are  
not possible at this time so instead we 
are selling tickets for a chance to win 
some cash!

1st prize is $400 and 2nd is $150 
 Buy   1 ticket for $10
           3 tickets for $20  
           10 tickets for $50

If you are interested in purchasing a 
ticket or 2 call the mother of the Bride 
(Judy) at 519-669-1786 for more details.

In loving memory of  
Kim Bauman, dear wife, 

mother, sister and daughter

There will always be a heartache and 
often a silent tear, but always precious 
memories of the days when you were 

here. We hold you close within our 
hearts and there you will remain, to 
walk with us throughout our lives. 

Until we meet again…
Lovingly remembered, missing you dearly, 

Darrell, Jenna, Matthew, Randy & Michele, 
Mary Ellen & Manny

Who passed away May 11, 2020

Engagement 

In MemoriamBirthday

Happy 76th Birthday 
Shirley Merlihan!

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Love your whole family

EVERYONE FOR EVERLEIGH

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
• RICHMOND FAMILY • MORAN FAMILY •

PLEASE VISIT THE LINK BELOW FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.gofundme.com/f/everyone-for-everleigh

Happy Mother’s Day!

Thank you for everything 

To the best mothers and friends 

Love Doug

Happy 50th  
Anniversary  
Mom & Dad

May 8, 2021

Love Lee, Connie, Blake,  
Landon, Abby & Mylah

Mother's DayAnniversary

Fundraiser

GERBER, LAURA - PASSED PEACEFULLY AT HER HOME IN WELLESLEY 
ON SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2021 IN HER 98TH YEAR.

GUY, SID - IT IS WITH A HEAVY HEART THAT WE ANNOUNCE THE 
PASSING OF SID (SIDNEY) ALEXANDER GUY ON THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 
2021. Sid was born on March 24, 1944 in Thetford Mines, Quebec, and 
was 77 years old at the time of his passing.

Death Notices

I ♥ my local newspaper.

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

The Observer is Open for Business, 
but our doors remain locked.

Read award-winning local news | www.observerxtra.com

The Observer continues to conduct business through limiting contact with the 
public in order to protect our staff and clients during this COVID-19 pandemic.
Thank you for your understanding and contacting us through phone, email and website.

General Contact:
Phone: 519-669-5790
Email: info@woolwichobserver.com
Web: www.observerxtra.com

Advertising Contact:
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com
Web: www.observerxtra.com/ads

Please call  or email Donna Rudy: 
 519-669-5790 ext 104 
 drudy@woolwichobserver.com

Family Announcement Advertising: Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/order-family-album

Single:  $28 per insertion 
  

Double:  $38 per insertion 

Triple:  $48 per insertion

Announce it in 
the Observer.

IN PRINT. IN DEPTH. ONLINE.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here The Woolwich Community Lions Club is set 
to hold its first spring auction. The event will 
run from May 7 to May 17, with items now 
being previewed. The fundraiser follows 
the success of the first annual Snowflake 
auction, with the club noting if this one 
receives a similar reception, it will become 
an annual event. Information is available on 
the club's Facebook page.

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris 
announced this week the province will 
support local students by providing Waterloo 
Region District School Board $735 million, 
an increase of $10.4 million, and Waterloo 
Catholic District School Board with $289.4 
million, an increase of $15.7 million, for the 
2021-22 school year through the Grants for 
Student Needs (GSN) program.

Woolwich Lions' auction School funding

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Happy Mother’s Day
To all the ladies that have played a mother fi gure role, 
we are so thankful for your sacrifi ce. We appreciate your 
unconditional love and support. 

You each are truly an inspiration.

-Leroy’s Auto Care

→ POETRY BY THE BOOK 25

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

THIS YEAR MARKS THE 
100TH anniversary of 
the poppy as the flower of 
remembrance. In recog-
nition of that milestone, a 
group of Wellesley Town-
ship women is spearhead-
ing the creation – sewn or 
crotched – of hundreds 
of poppies for a large 
outdoor display in time 
for Remembrance Day.

Drawing on John 
McCrae’s ‘In Flanders 
Fields,’ the poppy 
emerged as a symbol to 
be distributed on Armi-
stice Day as a way to 
raise money for veterans’ 
needs and to remember 
those who fell in the First 
World War. In July 1921, 
the Great War Veterans 
Association, which in 
1925 would unify with 
other groups to form the 
Canadian Legion, adopted 
the poppy as the flower of 
remembrance.

The local effort is being 
led by Beth Schlueter 
and Barb Nowak, who are 
asking others to join the 
project. 

Local effort marks 100th anniversary of the poppy

→ POPPIES 28Beth Schlueter with some of the poppies she's crocheted for the project. Damon MacLean

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

CAN THE COVID-
19 EXPERIENCE BE 
summed up in 17 sylla-
bles? Guelph-based 
poet Michael Schepers 
certainly thinks so, and 
he’s got plenty of exam-
ples to prove it. A collec-
tion of some 120 haiku he 
penned is now available in 
a new book, appropriately 
titled ‘Still Locked Down.’

“Over the course of the 
pandemic, there ended up 

being quite a few haiku 
that were basically just 
observations  – objective 
observations as opposed 
to opinion pieces or draw-
ing conclusions on why it 
happened. As they started 
building, they became 
quite neat, interesting 
reads,” said Schepers of 
his collected reflections 
on the crisis and our 
responses to it.

Each of the poems aims 
to follow the traditional 
haiku format of 17 sylla-
bles over three lines in the 

5-7-5 structure:  The first 
line is five syllables, the 
second line is seven sylla-
bles, and the third is five.

Each is part of Schepers’ 
attempt to journalize this 
moment in our history, 
as we look at issues 
more closely than we 
normally would given the 
pandemic, lockdowns 
and the additional time 
we have for stillness, he 
notes.

The poems are his 
observations and reflec-
tions on society and the 

events that have essen-
tially left us in limbo for 
the past year, creating a 
multitude of issues from 
loss of business to isola-
tion and public health 
adjustments such as keep-
ing the six-feet rule at the 
top of your mind.

Schepers said his 
interest in poetry, specifi-
cally haiku writing, stems 
from his quest to analyze 
situations.

“I think a lot of getting 
to the place of haiku's 
morphing, just a slow 

Wellesley Township women handcrafting hundreds of ‘flowers of remembrance’ to be used in large public display
The idea to honour 

fallen heroes came follow-
ing a similar nod made by 
some of the team in 2020, 
said Schlueter. 

“It started last summer, 
actually, when I started 
crocheting poppies 
for a small display at 
the Linwood cenotaph 
because that’s the only 
cenotaph in Wellesley 
Township,” she explained. 

Schlueter began creat-
ing poppies by hand, 
recruiting her friend Barb 
Nowak who suggested 
the duo create more and 
eventually lined them up 
into a display that was 
placed at the cenotaph. 
Seventy-five poppies 
were made to honour 75 
years since the end of the 
Second World War. 

Riding on the former 
project’s success, the 
two decide to create a 
follow-up project for this 
year, this time recog-
nizing 100 years of the 
poppy as a memorial 
symbol running under 
the name the ‘Wellesley 
Township Poppy Proj-
ect,’ recruiting the help 
of Wendy Richardson 

Guelph poet reflects on the pandemic in new collection of haiku
[process] – I like to distill 
things down. I like meta-
phors. It was actually my 
brother that got me [into 
it] and, from there, writ-
ing poetry. I ended up just 
kind of leaning towards 
the haiku,  or, I would 
say, that style of poem 
where there’s an image 
and then some opposing 
images alongside of it,” he 
explained.

“Sometimes, as a poet, 
I feel I have something to 
say. I proposed to share 
them as I went, but more 

and Karen Schlueter-Pi-
lecki. The group plans to 
select a central location 
in Wellesley Township to 
have the massive display 
viewable from the road, 
so it may not be at the 
Linwood cenotaph this 
time around. 

“We hope to have 
hundreds is what we 
started out saying. We 
wanted 100 poppies 
because it’s the 100th 
year, but now we want 
hundreds of poppies to 
make a really noticeable 
display. We are planning 
at the moment that it 
will be an outside artistic 
display.”  

Before launching the 
2021 project, the group 
sought the approval of the 
Royal Canadian Legion. 
The volunteers are now 
encouraging anyone 
interested in participating 
to stitch or crochet their 
own poppy. While materi-
als are not being supplied, 
they recommended that 
synthetic material be used 
so that the flowers will 
be able to withstand the 
November weather, said 

so with my kids and 
grandkids,” he said of the 
poems he’s written during 
the pandemic. “It’s not a 
book that you would call 
epic – I think there might 
even be some arguments 
in the haiku community 
if all of them are haikus 
–  but I find, honestly, it’s 
a very neat little book. If 
they’re allowed in doctors’ 
offices, when you’re 
sitting down you can start 
and finish wherever – you 
can open in the middle 
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ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Once the caramel 
corn pops, you won't 

stop snacking!

Did you know that 
popcorn comes in 

different shapes? There 
are two main kinds: 
butterfly (also called 
snowflake) and mush-
room. Most of the popcorn 
you get at the movies 
or buy at the market is 
butterfly shape, which 
pops up light and fluffy 
with lots of "wings" stick-
ing out.

Caramel popcorn, 
however, is often made 
with mushroom popcorn, 
which is a rounder shape 
(like a mushroom with 
a cap) and a sturdier 

texture. Both popcorn 
shapes work for this 
recipe, but if you find 
mushroom popcorn in a 
specialty store or online, 
give it a try with this 
caramel popcorn recipe! 
Note: Use plain popcorn 
in this recipe, not popcorn 
with butter flavoring. 
Make sure to use dark corn 
syrup here. Light corn 
syrup won't give you that 
deep caramel-y colour.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Caramel Popcorn
▢ Makes 7 1⁄2 cups

▢ Vegetable oil spray

▢ 7 cups popped plain 
popcorn

▢ 5 tablespoons 
unsalted butter

▢ 3⁄4 cup packed light 
brown sugar

▢ 1⁄4 cup dark corn 

syrup

▢ 1⁄4 teaspoon salt

▢ 3⁄4 teaspoon vanilla 
extract

▢ 1⁄4 teaspoon baking 
soda

▢ 1⁄2 cup salted peanuts 
(optional)

1. Adjust the oven rack 
to the middle position 
and heat the oven to 
250 degrees. Spray 
the inside bottom and 
sides of a 13-by-9-
inch metal baking pan 
with vegetable oil 
spray. Place popcorn 
in the baking pan.

2.  In a large sauce-
pan, melt butter over 
medium-high heat. 
Add brown sugar, 
corn syrup and salt to 
the saucepan. Bring 
mixture to a boil. 
Reduce heat to medi-
um-low and simmer, 
stirring occasionally 
with a rubber spatula, 
until the mixture thick-
ens slightly, about 3 
minutes. Turn off heat 
and the slide sauce-
pan to a cool burner.

3. Carefully add 
vanilla and baking 
soda (mixture will 
bubble and foam). 
Add peanuts (if using) 
and stir to combine.

4. Use a rubber spatula 
to carefully scrape the 
caramel mixture onto 
the popcorn in the 
baking pan (the sauce-
pan will be heavy, and 
the caramel will be 
hot). Use the rubber 

spatula to gently stir 
until the popcorn 
is evenly coated. 
Spread the popcorn 
into an even layer.

5. Place the baking 
pan in the oven and 
bake for 20 minutes. 
Remove the baking 
pan from oven. Place 
baking pan on a 
cooling rack. Use the 
rubber spatula to care-
fully stir the popcorn, 
scraping up caramel 
from bottom of pan 
(the pan will be hot). 
Spread the popcorn 
back into even layer.

6. Return the baking 
pan to the oven and 
bake until the popcorn 
is deep golden brown, 
about 40 minutes, 
repeating stirring half-
way through baking.

7. Remove the baking 
pan from the oven. 
Place the baking pan 
on a cooling rack 
and carefully stir the 
popcorn one last time 
(the pan will be hot). 
Let caramel popcorn 
cool completely in pan, 
about 30 minutes. 
Break the popcorn 
apart with your 
hands and serve.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

⚠ Recipe note: Caramel popcorn can be stored at room temperature 
in an airtight container for up to five days.

FRIDAY, MAY 7
▢ Woolwich Plant Sale Drop-off. Please donate 
potted and labelled plants (perennials, vegetables, 
indoor plants) and garden items for our annual fund-
raiser. Covid safety measures in effect! Donations 
accepted from 6 p.m.- 8 p.m. at Elmira Home Hard-
ware north side parking lot under the mural.

▢ Gourmet Chicken Dinner at the Elmira Legion. 
Curbside Pick up only from 5 p.m to 6:30 p.m. 
Chicken Dinner with potatoes, veggies, salad, roll 
and dessert. $15 per person. Call 519-669-5894 by 
May 5 to order.

SATURDAY, MAY 8
▢ Woolwich Gardeners Plant Sale. Please join us for 
our Annual Plant Sale fundraiser! Many perennials, 
bulbs and garden related items will be for sale. 8 a.m. 
- 12 noon at North side of Elmira Home Hardware 
parking lot, under the mural. Covid safety measures 
in effect.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12
▢ The Mental Health of Teens. Many factors can 
make teens at risk for mental health issues and 
life challenges. Join Woolwich Community Health 
Centre at 6:30 p.m. virtually by Zoom. Learn signs to 
watch for & how to support your teens to cope. Email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your invitation.

TUESDAY, MAY 18
▢ Women's Pelvic Health. At this Woolwich Commu-
nity Health Centre presentation learn what your 
pelvic floor does, signs of Pelvic Floor Dysfunction 
& common pelvic conditions. Join us at 6:30 p.m. 
virtually using Zoom. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca 
for your invitation.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26
▢ Postual Alighnment: Does it Matter? Learn about 
alignment effects on joints, muscles, our balance, 
strength and freedom to move. Presentation at 
1:30 p.m. virtually by Woolwich Community Health 
Centre's physiotherapist, Bernadette. Email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your Zoom invitation.

TUESDAY, JUNE 1
▢ Services for Seniors. In this Woolwich Community 
Health Centre presentation you will learn about 
social and recreational services available to seniors, 
services offered by Community Care Concepts, 
dental services and more. Join us at 1:30 p.m. virtu-
ally using Zoom. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your 
invitation.

MONDAY, JUNE 21
▢ Woolwich Gardeners Virtual Speaker Cathy 
Nesbitt "Simplicity of Sprouts" (Propagating 
Health and Wellness).Join us at 7 p.m. A Zoom 
link will be sent to members. Contact us at 
woolwichgardeners@gmail.com or call Mary Austin 
(Membership) at 519-669-2617.

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 Woolwich Community Services
 Woolwich Counseling Centre
 Woolwich Community Health Centre

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND:
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We Are
Open

We Are
Open

12” Mixed Basket Draw (Value $27.99)

*May not be exactly as shown

2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, just before Florapine Road | 519-669-3154 | M-F 9-6 • Sat 8-5 

COVID Protocals in place

Call in orders & curbside pickup available.
NO TAX on Baskets and Planters (Sat May 8th)

Open Mon. to Fri. 9am to 7pm  •  Sat. 9am to 6pm  •  Closed Sundays519.846.2972RR#1 West Montrose, 6158 Weisenberg Rd.
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Mo�er’s Day 
Sale

Mo�er’s Day 
Sale Friday, May 7th to 

Saturday May 8th
Friday, May 7th to 
Saturday May 8th

10%OFF
On All Hanging Baskets

Lorne & Wilma Bauman

ARISS
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We also carry: mulches, soils, shrubs, trees, many assorted annuals, roses, perennials & a variety of garden supplies.

Tropicals
HIBISCUS

BOUGAINVILLEA
PALM TREES

PASSION FLOWER

Assorted Roses
$17ea  OR

2 for $30

Boston Ferns
$18 ea  OR

2 for $32

OPEN
TO THE

PUBLIC

*Cash and cheque 
payments only. 

Atm on site.

Assorted
ROCK GARDENS

Great Gift Idea!

and it’s got some [obser-
vations].

“It also gets you to 
thinking on your own. 
Haiku never really is 
about drawing conclu-
sions – there’s a little bit 
of cryptic to it. It’s elusive. 
Sometimes it’s only ‘til 
the second or third read 
that you get it.”

Still Locked Down, 
which features artwork 
from Schepers' wife, 
Sandra, is available for 
purchase in ebook format 
online through the likes of 
Amazon. 

For those that purchase 
a hard copy, Schepers 
invites them to write in 
the margins adding their 
own observations or 
creating their own lines 
to add emphasizing on 
the importance of holding 
onto a physical copy in 
the day and age of online 
readers.

POETRY BY THE 
BOOK: The
haiku format is 
something that 
can help get you 
thinking about 
issues, says 
Guelph author

→FROM 23

Michael Schepers' latest book of poetry, Still Locked Down, fea-
tures haiku based on his pandemic observations. Damon MacLean
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ACROSS
1. Dispatch
5. Pocket
10. Control ___
15. A fan of
16. Places you'd 

take your car
17. Dog command
18. Chair
20. Challenged one to 

do something
21. Explore
22. Divided
24. Bed-and-breakfast
25. Holds treasure
27. Like some talk
29. Bad thing to blow
31. Artist's asset
32. Kind of gun
35. Take up space
37. Honkers
39. Mouth, slangily
41. Do or do not. 

There __ no try.
42. Echo
45. Kind of fork
46. Pair with a needle

48. Go through volumes
51. Keep out
52. Lost
53. Apologize
55. Firm
56. Embelish
57. Airy
59. Quick
60. To the same degree
61. "___ Loves You"
63. Associations
64. Puncture
65. Concludes

DOWN
1. Greetings
2. Aardvark fare
3. "Cut it out!"
4. Instruments
5. Blue
6. Is behind
7. Bring home
8. Bond, for one
9. ___ Zeppelin
11. A lot of lot
12. Unwanted sounds

13. Drain
14. Inferior
19. Green shade
21. This (plural)
23. Checker, perhaps
25. Three, they say
26. "Hamlet" has five
28. Lend an ear
30. Crackers
33. Kuwaiti, e.g.
34. Kingdoms
36. Bakery buy
38. Overthrow, e.g.
40. Bracket
43. Call for
44. Actor's goal
47. It may be tipped
49. Chapter in history
50. Blonde's secret, maybe
52. Let it __
53. Half mediocre
54. Chesterfield, e.g.
58. Fire
62. Believed
63. Not just "a"

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

ↆ X - W O R D

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

Hypothyroidism and dietary challenges
DEAR MAYO CLINIC:  I 
was recently diagnosed 
with hypothyroidism 
and have been getting 
conflicting information 
what I should eat and 
drink. I love yogurt and 
ice cream, for instance, 
but one source said a cal-
cium-rich diet was fine, 
whereas another said I 
should limit dairy. I've 
also read that I should 
avoid soy and iodine. But 
then a friend told me io-
dine is helpful. Can you 
give me some guidance 
on the best diet to man-
age my condition?

ANSWER: Hypothyroid-
ism – or underactive 
thyroid – is a condition 
in which your thyroid 
gland doesn't produce 
enough of certain crucial 
hormones. If you are 
diagnosed with hypo-
thyroidism, you should 
take a thyroid hormone 
replacement as directed 
by your health care 
provider. Medication 
can be taken at any time 
that's best for you, and 
it is best to take it on an 
empty stomach or with 
food – as long as you do 
the same thing every day.

Generally, there's no 
hypothyroidism diet. 
Although claims about 
hypothyroidism diets 
abound, there's no 
evidence that eating or 

avoiding certain foods 
will improve thyroid 
function in people with 
hypothyroidism.

It is true that iodine 
deficiency can cause 
hypothyroidism. But in 
developed countries, 
including the United 
States, thyroid disease 
from iodine deficiency 
has been nearly elimi-
nated by iodine additives 
in salt and food. While 
some alternative medi-
cine practitioners recom-
mend iodine tablets 
or kelp supplements 
– which are high in 
iodine – for people with 
hypothyroidism, eating 
a balanced diet makes 
taking supplemental 
iodine unnecessary. In 
fact, too much iodine can 
cause hyperthyroidism 
in some people.

Other supplements 
such as soy, taken in 
large amounts, may have 
an impact on thyroid 
hormone production but 
won't cause hypothyroid-
ism in people who are not 
also iodine deficient.

Whether people who 
have hypothyroidism 
should avoid soy is a 
topic of debate. Soy 
has long been thought 

to interfere with the 
body's ability to absorb 
synthetic thyroid 
hormone, which most 
people with hypothy-
roidism are prescribed. 
However, there's no 
evidence that people 
who have hypothyroid-
ism should avoid soy 
completely.

Generally, it's best 
to wait four hours after 
taking thyroid medi-
cation to consume any 
products that contain 
soy. The same guidelines 
apply to other products 
that may impair the 
body's ability to absorb 
thyroid medication, 
including concentrated 
iron and calcium supple-
ments, and antacids 
that contain calcium or 
aluminum hydroxide.

Calcium in and of 
itself is not harmful for 
patients with hypothy-
roidism to consume. It 
is calcium supplements 
– or antacids contain-
ing calcium – that 
can interfere with the 
absorption of thyroid 
hormone replacement 
medications, such 
as synthetic thyroid 
hormones levothyroxine 
(Synthroid, Unithroid, 
others) and liothyronine 
(Cytomel), as well as 
thyroid extract supple-
ments.

This interference 

happens chiefly if you 
take thyroid hormone 
replacement and calcium 
supplements at or near 
the same time. Other 
supplements – including 
those containing magne-
sium and iron – can 
have the same effect. In 
addition, proton pump 
inhibitors and some 
cholesterol-lowering 
drugs, such as those 
containing cholestyr-
amine (Prevalite) and 
colestipol (Colestid) may 
affect absorption as well.

To prevent potential 
interactions, use these 
products several hours 
before or after you take 
your thyroid medication.

Additionally, certain 
foods, such as walnuts, 
or an excess of dietary 
fiber, can also impair the 
absorption of thyroid 
hormone replacement 
medication.

The best recommen-
dation for effectively 
managing hypothyroid-
ism is to take your medi-
cation as directed and 
avoid dietary extremes. 
If you have concerns, talk 
with your doctor about 
taking a multivitamin 
with minerals.

ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit 
www.mayoclinic.org.
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ↆ S U D O K U

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Joy in Eastertide

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Peter Wyngaarden 
(Lay Preaching Team)

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

2020 OCNA BNC 
First Place
Best Editorial

In Print. In Depth. Online.
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#CHAMPIONTHETRUTH

PATRICK MERLIHAN, OWNER

The Observer has been going head-to-head in competition with our peers in the 
newspaper industry across Ontario for the past two decades. In that time, The 
Observer consistently delivers the hardware being recognized in all facets of 
newspaper production. It is a testament to the dedication and talent of the Observer 
staff through the years of delivering award-winning community news. We couldn’t be 
prouder of the achievements of our staff making The Observer the best it can be.

JUDGED THE BEST COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER IN ONTARIO IN 2020.

JOE MERLIHAN, OWNER

WE ARE #

GENERAL EXCELLENCE
Circulation 12,500-22,500

BEST EDITORIAL
Steve Kannon

HUMOUR COLUMNIST
Steve Galea

CARTOONIST OF THE YEAR
Scott Arnold

BEST FRONT PAGE
Observer Staff

IN-HOUSE PROMOTION
Patrick Merlihan

LOCAL RETAIL LAYOUT
Patrick Merlihan

BEST COMMUNITY WEBSITE
Observer Staff
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Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

8”X8”8”X8”
HEXAGONHEXAGON

TILESTILES

$$336767
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

GLUE DOWNGLUE DOWN
LUXURYLUXURY

VINYLVINYL

$$110000
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

12”X24”12”X24”
PORCELAIN PORCELAIN 

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

3/4” THICK 6.5” WIDE3/4” THICK 6.5” WIDE
WHITE OAK WHITE OAK 

ENGINEERED HARDWOODENGINEERED HARDWOOD

$$449999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

IN STOCK!

AC4 COMMERCIALAC4 COMMERCIAL
12MM THICK12MM THICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115959
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

3”X6” OR 4”X12”3”X6” OR 4”X12”
SUBWAYSUBWAY

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

MDF PRIMED WHITEMDF PRIMED WHITE
BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS

MANY STYLES & SIZESMANY STYLES & SIZES

6767¢¢
FROM PER 

LIN FT

IN STOCK!

CURBSIDE PICKUP

OVER 1,000 PRODUCTS NOW ONLINE 
AVAILABLE FOR CURBSIDE PICKUP!

M O N - F R I 9 A M - 6 P M S A T 9 A M - 6 P M S U N 1 0 A M - 5 P M

AVAILABLE ONLINE

AVAILABLE ONLINE

AVAILABLE ONLINE AVAILABLE ONLINE

AVAILABLE ONLINE

AVAILABLE ONLINE

IN STOCK!

47” WIDE VINYL47” WIDE VINYL
STAIR TREADS STAIR TREADS 

STEP & RISER INCLUDEDSTEP & RISER INCLUDED

$$65659999
FROM EACH

AVAILABLE ONLINE

Those who submit 
poppies are asked to 
label the bag with their 
names and the number of 
items inside. People from 
outside of the township 
can also submit their own 
creations as well, she 
notes. 

Schlueter has thus far 
made 94 of her own, but 
the number is nowhere 

near the end goal she is 
hoping to reach. 

“We want to do 
something that will be 
inclusive of the entire 
township, not just, say, 
the ladies of Wellesley 
kind of thing – we want 
it to be inclusive of the 
entire township.” said 
Schlueter, adding that if 
people wish to recognize 
individuals who have 

served, there will be a 
future announcement 
about that aspect.

More information on 
the project, including 
the announcement of 
drop-off locations, can be 
found on the Wellesley 
Township Poppy Project’s 
Facebook group. For now, 
poppies can be dropped 
off at 29 Welwood Ave. in 
Wellesley village.

POPPIES: Something special to mark 100th anniversary
→FROM 23

Beth Schlueter is looking for others to help with Wellesley project marking the 100th anniversary of 
the poppy as a sympbol of remembrance. Damon MacLean


