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A MASK MANDATE WILL 
REMAIN in effect for Waterloo 
Region, as council this week 
voted to extend the requirement 
that was due to expire at month’s 
end.

Face coverings will be 
mandatory until the end of 
the year, unless circumstances 
allow for the bylaw to be 
revoked sooner.

“This bylaw requires individ-
uals to wear a face-covering in 
public places, public areas of 
businesses, places of worship 
and municipal buildings 
as well as common areas of 
multi-residential buildings and 
taxi cabs,” explained public 
health official Richard Brooks 
as regional council met Tues-
day afternoon. 

Unlike other municipalities, 
the onus to comply is placed 
on the individuals rather than 
business in the region, he 
added.

“The important point here is 
that there was a policy decision 
at the time to focus in on the 
individuals and not on the busi-
nesses by making the businesses 
responsible for ensuring compli-

Region extends 
mask bylaw in 
line with province
Mandate was set to end May 31; regional council 
opts to follow schedule of Reopening Ontario Act

→MASK MANDATE 7
Woolwich Township recently made its first foray into electric vehicles, a Hyundai SUV seen here with Ryne Weppler, 
operations and community services coordinator, at the WMC in Elmira. Damon MacLean

ance. The exception is that the 
bylaw requires owners and 
operators of these prescribed 
places to post signage requiring 
face coverings.”

This week’s vote was the 
latest extension to a bylaw first 
introduced last July and subse-
quently extended in Septem-
ber when it became clear the 
pandemic was not coming to a 
swift end.

Councillors heard arguments 
for and against the face-cov-
ering bylaw, with some calling 
for harsher penalties for those 
who fail to comply and others 
looking for measures to prevent 
discrimination against those 
who cannot wear a mask.

In debating the motion put 
forth by regional Chair Karen 
Redman, Coun. Sue Foxton of 
North Dumfries suggested an 
earlier end-date to the bylaw, 
pointing to a growing sense of 
pandemic fatigue.

“People keep hoping the 
vaccine will allow us to come 
back to some type of normal, 
to keep hoping we’ll get this 
under control. A six-month 
period is like a punch in the 
gut to people, especially those 
who have isolated for long 
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Ontario’s COVID-19 vaccine 
plan is helping to stop 
the spread and save lives. 
Thousands of people across 
the province are getting 
vaccinated every day.
As vaccinations continue, we need to stay 
the course to protect those we love. Wear a 
mask. Wash your hands. Keep your distance.

Find out when, where and how to get 
vaccinated at ontario.ca/covidvaccineplan 
or call 1-888-999-6488 for assistance in more 
than 300 languages.

Dr. Mira Nusaputra & Associates
10 Parkside Drive, PO Box 240

St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

T: 519-664-2434  |   F: 519-664-3824

info@stjacobsdentalcare.ca www.stjacobsdentalcare.ca

Come be part of our
wonderful family at

Welcomingnew patients !

TAKE THIS TEST:
Do you have…

Yellow Teeth

Sensitive Teeth

Crooked Teeth

Bad Breath

Bleeding Gums

Missing Teeth

Fear of Dentistry

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

LOOKING TO GET A 
HANDLE on a growing 
staff, Wellesley Township 
will carry out an organiza-
tional review, with council 
this week putting the plan 
in motion.

The township will issue 
a request for proposals 
(RFP) to be completed by 
October 31, expecting bids 
to come in at $45,000 to 
$65,000.

Funding for the review 
will come from the 
provincial modernization 
funding.

For the last 15 to 20 
years, the township has 
seen a steady growth in 
population, which in turn, 
led to staff increases. 
While the organizational 
chart for the township has 
been amended, there has 
never been a formal review 
by a third party, council-
lors heard Tuesday night.

A formal review by an 
independent third party 
is expected to provide 
council and chief admin-
istrative officer Rik 
Louwagie with perspective 
and advice on the future 
changes.

In his report to coun-
cil, Louwagie says the 
township has done well 
at maintaining a small 
staff by adding duties to 

Wellesley Township to undergo 
organizational review, as 
council approves RFP plan

existing members, only 
adding more staff when 
it is deemed absolutely 
necessary. Because of this, 
some job descriptions can 
“be disjointed or overlap 
with other departments,” 
which in turn can lead to 
reduced efficiency. 

Thanks to a 2019 invest-
ment in the form of a 
modernization grant from 
the provincial govern-
ment, Wellesley has about 
$434,543 in unallocated 
money within a reserve 
fund. The provincial 
funding flowed out of a 
review of regional govern-
ments in which the Ford 
government dropped the 
idea of amalgamation 
and provided resources 
for municipalities to find 
efficiencies.

Wellesley’s organization 
review would provide 
assessments and recom-
mendations for areas, 
including confirming the 
township’s key mandatory 
and discretionary services. 
It would also determine 
if operational activities 
are efficient, effective and 
make appropriate use of 
resources; that staffing 
levels are appropriate for 
the current and future 
level of service demand; 
the organizational struc-
ture provides efficient and 
effective service delivery; 
that opportunities for 

service improvements 
through partnerships, 
contracted services, and 
alternative service deliv-
ery options; and position 
the organization for inno-
vation, says the report.

Coun. Herb Neher 
asked how a review like 
this could take place in an 
office that is essentially 
empty due to remote work 
during the pandemic. 

Louwagie said it is “not 
about the nuts and bolts of 
the building and how the 
building functions,” but 
rather the review of the 
people and how they func-
tion in their positions. 

“So, whether they’re 
working in the office or 
out of the office doesn’t 
really have an impact on 
that because no matter 
what it’s not the consul-
tant standing back and 
watching the employees 
work, it’s all done based on 
interviews of employees, 
interviews of stakehold-
ers, councillors included, 
and best practices in the 
industry. That’s how they 
come to their conclusions 
on this type of study,” said 
Louwagie.

The organizational 
review is to be completed 
by the fall so that any 
recommendations for staff-
ing or technology changes 
can be considered in time 
for the 2022 budget.

CAN YOU 
SPOT FAKE 
NEWS?
Play this week 
on page 10.
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Page ThreePage Three A culvert on Maryhill Road south of Crows-
foot Road is set to be replaced, as Wool-
wich council this week awarded a $268,000 
contract to Cox Construction Ltd. to carry 
out the work. GM BluePlan Engineering will 
administer the work at a cost of $19,000. 

An Elmira chemical company says it’s 
committed to cleaning up the town’s 
contaminated groundwater by the provin-
cially set 2028 deadline, arguing its current 
approaches will be sufficient to reach that 
goal. The township’s environmental watch-
dog, however, wants the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment to force Chemtura Co. to do more.
From the May 12, 2012 edition of The Observer

Maryhill Road work From the archives

building centre
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Elmira woman gets nod as CPC candidate in local riding
Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

AN ELMIRA WOMAN 
WHO’S SPENT her career 
as certified professional 
accountant is now looking 
to help balance the books 
in Ottawa by seeking a seat 
in Parliament as a member 
of the  Conservative Party 
of Canada (CPC).

Shannon Kelly now has a new wheelchair and ramps to access her home thanks to the generosity of the community. Sean Heeger

Carlene Hawley is 
the newly minted CPC 
candidate for the Kitchen-
er-Conestoga riding.

Hawley and her 
husband Kevin have lived 
in Elmira for the past 16 
years, raising their four 
teenaged kids, using her 
skills as a CPA to run a 
small business while 
“making her career work” 

for her family. 
She would find herself 

becoming more engaged 
in the democratic process 
more than 10 years ago 
when former Kitchen-
er-Conestoga MP Harold 
Albrecht spoke at her 
church. While the speech 
was not political, it 
provided her with a new 
image of a politician, 

leading her to the recent 
decision to run as a candi-
date. 

Wanting to do more 
after seeing the way things 
have gone throughout the 
pandemic, her continued 
faith in democracy pushed 
her towards running to not 
only represent the riding, 
but also to fill her personal 
hope that the next MP → CANDIDATE 5

would be from the town-
ships.

“We find ourselves in 
this precarious time right 
now with over a year [of 
our time squandered] 
into this pandemic. The 
economic and social 
fallout are depressing. The 
Liberals have failed Cana-
dians with their response 

Community rallies around Elmira 
woman’s bid to live more accessible life

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

DESPITE HER COMPLEX 
REGIONAL PAIN 
Syndrome (CRPS), 
Shannon Kelly is looking 
towards a slightly brighter 
and more accessible future 
thanks to the kindness of 

the community.
It was just recently that 

Kelly’s husband Geoff 
created a GoFundMe 
campaign with a goal of 
raising $4,000 to get her 
an electric wheelchair to 
help with her declining 
mobility. They ended 
up receiving donations 

upwards of $5,500 and 
have since purchased the 
wheelchair. In addition to 
being able to meet their 
goal, the couple also real-
ized just how much people 
around them want to help, 
seeing many extend offers 
and assistance in making 
their lives easier. 

Having heard from 
many who reached out 
to donate or sell them a 
wheelchair, in addition 
to helping construct an 
accessible porch (includ-
ing a ramp) and ramp at 
the back of the house, 
Kelly is simply overflow-

→ ACCESSIBILITY 4

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

WELLESLEY’S OUTSIDE 
WORKERS HAVE GIVEN 
their union a strike 
mandate, shoring up 
their bargaining position 
during current contract 
negotiations.

The workers, members 
of the Canadian Union of 
Public Employees (CUPE) 
Local 1542, voted unani-
mously in support of the 
position.

CUPE Local 1542 presi-
dent Chris Roth said this 
week the vote in favour of 
strike action doesn’t mean 
a labour disruption will 
happen, but it is a sign that 
negotiations are not going 
well and that members are 
committed to getting a fair 
deal. Workers have been 
without a contract since 
December 31.

“They’re kind of in a 
not-great spot (the nego-
tiations). The township 
came to us with a large 
number of proposals, 
and basically, they asked 

Members of CUPE Local 1542 have been 
without a contract since last December

us to rewrite the collec-
tive agreement – it’s not 
very favourable for our 
members. So, it’s not going 
great. But also, the vote for 
a strike mandate is more 
of a vote for the members 
to support the negotiating 
committee to negotiate 
on their behalf up to and 
including a strike, but it 
does not necessarily mean 
a strike,” said Roth. 

“The members of 
Wellesley’s CUPE division 
have been committed to 
excellent work and they 
have bent over backwards 
to accommodate the 
township through COVID, 
altering shifts, which 
really weren’t obligated to 
do. It’s really been kind of 
hurt by the negotiations at 
this point. They’re looking 
for a fair agreement, they 
are tired and committed 
and they want to do their 
best for the township.”

Roth says the last time 
he was at the negotiating 
table was a week and a half 
ago, and now they wait on 

Wellesley outside 
workers give union 
strike mandate

WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP

→ WORKERS 4

Carlene Hawley
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a conciliator appointed 
by the government to call 
them back to the table. 

Sticking points remain 
undisclosed at this point, 
but Roth said he hopes 
to see that members are 
treated as well as they treat 
the township with their 
commitment to the job.

“I hope we can come to 
a fair agreement and that 
our members are looked 
after the same way they 
look after the township, 

which has always been 
excellent. So, the same 
way they look after the 
township, which has 
always been of excellent 
service and commitment. 
And we’re just looking 
for a fair shot at negotia-
tions.”

Wellesley Mayor 
Joe Nowak could not 
comment on the state of 
negotiations since they are 
still ongoing.

“I think we have to 
let them go through the 

WORKERS: Union says township is looking to reopen the collective agreement, drawing strike vote from employees
negotiations, I think 
they’ll be at the table soon 
and hopefully they’ll get it 
resolved. I’m not involved 
directly in the negotia-
tions, so it would be hard 
for me to comment on 
that. They’re waiting to 
see how the negotiations 
go, that’s one of the issues 
where we just have to bide 
our time and hopefully 
a resolution can be had 
soon,” said Nowak.

The current negoti-
ations involve only the 

Wellesley members of 
CUPE Local 1542, which 
also represents Woolwich’s 
outside workers – a new 
contract is due next year 
– and those in Waterloo, 
where the contract is up in 
2024.

Members of CUPE 1542 
includes workers in the 
recreation and public 
works departments who 
maintain facilities such as 
ice rinks and parks, as well 
as clearing snow. 

Another CUPE bargain-

ing group, Local 1883, 
recently voted 90 per 
cent in favour of strike 
action in talks with the 
Region of Waterloo. The 
unit represents inside 
workers.

“We are looking for a 
contract that protects our 
members and the services 
that people rely on,” said 
Noelle Fletcher, president 
of CUPE 1883, in a state-
ment released last week. 
“We have seen our services 
come under attack at a 

time when people need 
them more than ever. In 
the middle of a pandemic, 
the region decided to close 
childcare centres, centres 
that are among the only 
ones who provide care 
to children with special 
needs. We’ve seen layoffs 
of frontline workers when 
we should be putting 
all the resources we can 
toward keeping people 
safe and keeping services 
running during the 
pandemic.”

→FROM 3

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

VACCINES REMAIN 
IN SHORT SUPPLY in 
the region, with recent 
guidance recommending 
caution with the use of the 
AstraZeneca shot likely to 
cloud the issue.

As of the May 7 weekly 
pandemic briefing, a small 
shipment of that vaccine 
was expected, but uncer-
tainties abound.

“We do anticipate a 
shipment of for the dura-
tion of the week of May 10 
but have no line of sight 
beyond this shipment. We 
are exhausting the current 
allocation of AstraZeneca 

Vaccine supplies remain uncertain in the region
Pre-registration for shots is now open to all residents 12 years of age and older, with Pfizer vaccine approved for youths

with no confirmation on 
further allocation time-
lines,” said Shirley Hilton, 
who heads the region’s 
vaccine distribution task 
force.

“Pfizer supply is 
steady until the end of 
May where we then see a 
significant increase, and 
as a result of the Pfizer 
stability, we will look 
to shift a couple of our 
Moderna clinics to Pfizer. 

Although supply is 
uncertain, more groups 
of people are eligible to 
sign up for pre-registra-
tion. As of Tuesday, all 
residents 12 years of age or 
older can pre-register for 
the COVID-19 vaccine in 

Waterloo Region. Pre-reg-
istration is expanding 
locally as the province 
announces a stable and 
reliable vaccine supply 
– Canada was slated 
for at least two million 
doses weekly of the Pfizer 
vaccine.

Health Canada recently 
approved the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech COVID-19 
vaccine for anyone 12-15 
years of age. Individuals 
who are 12-17 years old 
will receive the Pfizer 
vaccine when it is their 
turn to get an appoint-
ment. The Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine is 
approved for anyone 18 
year of age and older. 

COVID-19 vaccination 
is not recommended for 
anyone younger than 12 
years of age at this time.

“People will be invited 
to book an appointment 
based on priority and 
not necessarily when 
they’ve pre-registered. 
Anyone who has already 
pre-registered and is 
waiting for a booking 
invitation. You will be 
contacted within four to 
six weeks as the vaccine 
becomes available,” said 
Hilton.

“We are pleased to see 
the province expanded 
pre-registration due to 
an expected increase in 
vaccine supply. And we 

continue to prioritize 
areas in Waterloo Region 
that have been the hardest 
hit by COVID-19,” said 
regional Chair Karen 
Redman.

“As the vaccine roll-
out continues, it’s still 
important to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 in our 
community.” 

As supplies increase, 
the region is encouraging 
people to sign up, working 
to combat any hesitancy, 
said medical officer of 
health Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang . 

“Regarding COVID 
vaccines, all COVID-19 
vaccines available in 
Ontario have been deter-
mined to be safe and effec-

tive by Health Canada. 
For the vast majority 
of the population, the 
benefits of the COVID-19 
vaccines outweigh the risk 
of getting COVID-19. in 
Waterloo Region, our rates 
remain high. We’ve been 
in the red zone or shut 
down zones since Novem-
ber 2020. The best vaccine 
is the first vaccine you are 
offered.” 

The region has now 
administered 230,000 
doses, with about 44 per 
cent of adults having 
received at least one dose 
of vaccine. Just 3.4 per 
cent of those over the age 
of 18 have been fully vacci-
nated.

ing with emotions.
“I’m feeling blessed 

about how much the 
community has come 
together and how we had 
people volunteering to 
give scooters to us and for 
a gentleman offering his 
services – just us buying 
the material – for a new 
front porch and ramp and 
a back ramp for me. Just 
having a chair and some 
freedom, it’s amazing,” 
said Kelly. 

“My husband and I, and 
our family would like to 
thank everyone. I want 
to thank you, and words 
cannot express how much 
it means to us that so 
many people helped us 
out. It’s not the money, it’s 
also just the people saying, 
‘how are you doing today, 
how are you feeling?’ and 
just the little things. We 
want to say thank you 
and we greatly appreciate 
everything, and we’re just 
so happy we live in such an 
amazing community.”

Things turned around 
quickly for Kelly, who 
had felt confined to her 
home, looking for a way to 
get outdoors despite the 
constant pain she is in due 
to her condition. 

The fundraiser would 

end up exceeding the 
goal a week after it was 
launched. Not long after, 
the community began 
to reach out and she 
was donated a scooter. 
From there someone 
approached her family 
and her, offering to help 
build an accessible porch 
and back ramp, all they 
needed to do was provide 
the materials. 

“He stopped by my 
mother in law’s house 
first and then he came by 
and he was talking to me 
about how he was a retired 
carpenter, and he offered 
his services to build it for 
us we just had to pick up 
the supplies. He then says, 
‘I just need a helper,’ so 
that’s where my son came 
in, and within three days, 
they had the back door 
done and the front door 
done.”

Now living a more 
accessible life than she 
was a month ago, Kelly is 
already looking ahead to 
her bright future, noting 
she has everything she 
needs. 

“I have everything. I 
have an amazing family 
that care of me and amaz-
ing neighbours around 
here that are always 
checking in on me. I got 

my chairlift inside and I 
got my ramp in my back-
yard, so I just have to take 
every day an hour at a time 
because I don’t know what 
the day is going to be like 
later on. Today I actually 
feel around 7.5 So that’s 
decent for me from the last 
week, being bedridden, 
so this week I’m actually 
doing better. I couldn’t be 
more happy that we can 
actually stay instead of 

ACCESSIBILITY: Elmira woman says community support has given her much more than a wheelchair 
→FROM 3

moving like we were going 
to,” she added. 

Since letting her story 
be known, Kelly has also 
had other people who are 
living with CRPS reach out 
to her and connect in their 
shared experiences. 

“I didn’t know very 
many people around the 
area with CRPS and I had 
a nice woman in Harris-
ton, and another one in 
St. Jacobs reach out to me 

that have CRPS. It’s nice 
to have a little group of 
friends that I can relate 
with, they’re around the 
same age as me, and they 
all have gone through 
different treatment, differ-
ent stages. The woman in 
Harriston has said, ‘you 
know what, I’ve had this 
done at St. Joseph’s Hospi-
tal, they’re really good.’ 
That’s the hospital I’m 
trying to get in with and 

she’s giving me different 
things that helped her, 
so it’s amazing that I can 
hear what’s helped her 
to try to help me. I never 
thought that I’d meet very 
many people around here 
that have what I have – 
it’s incredible. It’s such 
a rare disease that only 
one in 100 get diagnosed 
per year, but to find three 
separate people [in the] 
area just blows me away.”

Shannon Kelly outside her Elmira home with the wheelchair and ramp provided by community support. Sean Heeger
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coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

to the pandemic and I 
believe in Erin O’Toole 
and his plan for getting 
our economy open safely. 
So why did I choose to run 
as a candidate in this next 
election? I still have faith 
in democracy. I wanted 
our next MP to be some-
one from the townships 
in this riding, someone 
accessible and relatable. 
Someone who has had 
successful experience in 
small business but also 
a track record of doing 
the hard things in life, 
going above and beyond 
and working to make our 
communities and envi-
ronment even stronger,” 
said Hawley. 

“As a mother and a small 
business owner, I am 
worried about how much 
money families get to keep 
at the end of the day, after 
the cost of food, hous-
ing, gas and taxes. Justin 
Trudeau doubled our 
national debt in six years. 
That’s more debt than it 
took to fund WWI, WWII, 

the Great Depression and 
every other challenge 
Canada has faced. What 
effect will this debt that 
Trudeau has doubled, 
have on their kids’ and 
grandkids’ future?” said. 
“As a CPA, practical fiscal 
responsibility and integ-
rity drove me to take a 
stand and choose to work 

for the good of the people.  
The Conservatives are 
committed to ending these 
lockdowns, safely open-
ing up the economy, and 
create jobs to stabilize our 
nation while protecting 
our rights and freedoms.”

With a stated goal of 
helping Canada to be 
a world leader again – 

exemplifying economic 
stability, freedom, and 
peace – Hawley says 
she will focus on a list of 
things which includes 
secure jobs including 
supporting small busi-
nesses and green technol-
ogy, strengthening mental 
health programs across 
the country, and creating 

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

MANY OF ITS USUAL 
ACTIVITIES were put on 
hold over the past year, but 
the Wellesley & District 
Lions Club has remained 
active, with current plans 
to refurbish a walking 
path. Club president 
Blair Cressman provided 
Wellesley councillors 
with an update Tuesday 
evening.

Thanks to COVID-19, 
2020 was a tough year for 
groups such as the Lions, 
who depend on events 
held within the commu-
nity to raise much needed 
funds for local organiza-

Many events on hold, but Wellesley Lions seek to remain active
tions, he said. The Welles-
ley & District club – known 
for events such as the Tree 
of Lights campaign – was 
no different than other 
local groups, as they had 
to come up with inven-
tive ways to keep annual 
events running, and fresh 
ideas to make up for those 
that were ultimately 
cancelled. 

Last year, even with 
lockdowns or some other 
form of restrictions 
in place, the club still 
managed to run multiple 
events, including the Tree 
of Lights campaign and a 
Don Green Memorial Golf 
Tournament in lieu of the 
annual slo-pitch tourna-

ment.
“What had pandemic 

life looked like for us? 
Obviously, we had to 
put a pause on most of 
our regular events. We 
had to cancel the Don 
Green Memorial slo-pitch 
tournament last summer. 
We’ve moved to video call 
on monthly meetings. And 
when things started easing 
a little bit last summer we 
were able to pull together 
a September golf tourna-
ment, kind of – we called 
it the Don Green Memorial 
golf tournament to gener-
ate some funds for youth 
and recreation kind of 
under that same banner,” 
said Cressman. 

For the remainder of the 
year, the club want to try 
to bring back the slo-pitch 
tournament later this year, 
or run the golf tournament 
instead if restrictions 
allow. They also want to 
reboot the online commu-
nity auction held in the 
fall and try celebrating 10 
years of the splash pad. 

The topic of the presen-
tation then shifted to plans 
for refurbishing a walking 
path, which Cressman says 
will lead from the south 
end of the village through 
the park to the accessible 
playground. 

Plans are for the town-
ship to pave it in 2022, 
and the Lions would like 

to add lights, and poten-
tially plant some new 
trees. 

“And then, as well [we 
would add] lights on the 
path by the lower ball 
diamond. For those of 
you that regularly walk 
through Wellesley village 
and know the main artery 
that connects from the 
south end of Wellesley 
over across to the acces-
sible playground in the 
pavilion. I’ve been talking 
with [recreation director] 
Danny [Roth] that it is 
in the budget for 2022 to 
repave that path where 
there’s a major chunk 
missing… I think if we 
were going to be involved 

in a project to put some 
lights along this path, we 
would probably want to be 
involved in maybe sourc-
ing some new trees and 
rip these old gnarly trees 
out. We would be involved 
in whatever would make 
sense as far as maybe even 
putting some new shrubs 
on the other side where 
the other ones were ripped 
out whatever would look 
good.”

Roth says he will 
continue to be in contact 
with Cressman throughout 
the year as the repaving 
progresses to discuss how 
the club can help with the 
project. 

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

THE NUMBER OF 
COVID-19 CASES is stable 
in Waterloo Region, but 
local health officials 
remain concerned given 
the pending end to the 
province’s stay-at-home 
order next week.

There were 445 active 
cases at midweek, down 
almost 100 from a week 
earlier, while the number 
of active outbreaks was 
down by one to 18.

There have been 14,898 
positive cases in the region 
since the pandemic began, 
of which 14,181 (95.2 per 
cent) have been deemed 
resolved.

The fluctuations mean 

Region cautious as end of latest lockdown is in sight
residents have to remain 
vigilant to help keep the 
levels of hospitalizations 
and ICU admissions in 
manageable figures, says 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, the 
region’s medical officer of 
health.

“We need to keep up 
with those measures to 
drive our cases lower. We 
need to drive them lower 
and lower – we do not want 
to emerge from lockdown 
at high levels. This will 
keep us continually at risk 
and under restrictions for 
longer,” said Wang during 
the weekly pandemic 
briefing May 7. 

Last week saw some 
modifications to the 
regions’ COVID-19 dash-
board regarding variants 

of concern. 
“We implemented an 

update on our dashboard 
to align with updated 
provincial reporting of 
COVID-19 variants. What 
was previously classified 
as a case that has screened 
positive for a variant will 
now be called a case where 
a mutation was detected. 
That means that a patient 
associated with a variant 
has been detected,” she 
explained.

Officials will be moni-
toring for variant strains, 
noting the B.1.1.7 version is 
the most prevalent strain 
in the region.

Along with following 
public health measures, 
the region is encouraging 
residents to register for 

vaccinations.
“For the vast majority 

of the population, the 
benefits of the COVID-19 
vaccines outweigh the risk 
of getting COVID-19. In 
Waterloo Region, our rates 
remain high. We’ve been 
in the red zone or shut 
down zones since Novem-
ber 2020. The best vaccine 
is the first vaccine you are 
offered,” said Wang.

Booking is available for 
the region’s website and 
through the provincial 
system as well. 

“Your actions can and 
do make a difference in 
our community. When 
you follow public health 
precautions by reducing 
your mobility and limiting 
your close contacts you 

protect against transmis-
sion and infection. I appre-
ciate that these measures 
have not been easy. It has 
been very difficult here. 
I am grateful for the care 
and support Waterloo 
Region residents continue 
to show each other thank 
you for continuing to do 
all that you can to support 
our community.”

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, there were 334 
active case, down from 386 
a week earlier.

That catchment area’s 
cumulative total was 7,428, 
of which 6,984 (94 per 
cent) have been resolved. 
There have been a total 
of 110 fatalities since the 
pandemic began, two more 
than last week’s report.

The province continues 
to see growth in the total 
number of cases, with the 
tally now at 497,092, up 
some 21,000 in the past 
week.

There have been 8,342 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a 
mortality rate of 1.7 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
457,599 cases (92.1 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada 
show 79,826 active cases 
nationwide, down about 
3,000 from a week earlier. 
The cumulative total of 
confirmed cases now 
stands at 1,294,186, with 
24,682 related deaths, a 
mortality rate of 1.9 per 
cent.

a concrete emergency 
response plan that all 
parties can get behind. 

Locally, Hawley said 
the focus is on making 
life more affordable, 
local jobs, attracting and 
keeping businesses in the 
region, better supports 
for small businesses, and 
becoming better stewards 
of the environment. 

Looking to the next 
election, Hawley said she 
wants people to know that 
she is going to do her best 
to serve them should she 

be elected MP, no matter 
what their political affilia-
tion may be.

“[I will] serve the 
community, no matter how 
you voted! I would like to 
get the support Kitchener 
and the townships need to 
thrive and grow… I am up 
for the task and take seri-
ously the role to serve, to 
be available to those from 
all around the riding, no 
matter how you vote and to 
work alongside, respecting 
everyone in the House of 
Commons.”

CANDIDATE: Carley Hawley will carry the Conservative banner in Kitchener-Conestoga in next federal election
→FROM 3

Carlene Hawley is the new CPC candidate for the federal riding of Kitchener-Conestoga. She is 
supported by husband Kevin and four kids, Luke, Sam, Sabrina and Alisha.  Submitted
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BRESLAU RESIDENTS 
STILL USING PRIVATE 
wells or septic systems 
will get another chance to 
switch over to municipal 
services, as Woolwich 
plans to survey home-
owners about making the 
change.

Many residents of the 
older, unserviced areas of 
the village, including the 
Elroy Acres subdivision, 
have previously resisted 
attempts to make the 
switch. Bigger pushes 
from the township in 2008 
and 2010 were rejected, in 
large part due to the esti-
mated costs which ranged 
up to $90,000 for some 
households. 

The township has 
had some uptake on the 
idea, however, including 
parts of the subdivision 
on municpal water. And 
in 2016, some 25 prop-
erties in the core of the 
village connected to 
municipal water and 
sewer at an initial cost of 
$11,200 apiece as devel-
opers completed a loop of 
services in conjunction 

at RiverSong
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Woolwich going back to the well on extending services in Breslau
Township to conduct survey among residents in older parts of the village looking to hook up to municipal water and sewers

with adjacent new subdi-
visions. 

In 2010 there were 96 
properties on private 
services in the older area 
of Breslau and there still 
remain 60 properties that 
are on private water (well) 
and wastewater (septic) 
systems, director of infra-
structure services Jared 
Puppe told councillors 
meeting by videoconfer-
ence Tuesday night.

Given upcoming 
road and drainage work 
planned for the village, 
along with an increase in 
inquiries from residents, 
the time is right to ask 
people about municipal 
services, he said, noting 
the conditions satisfy a 
council decision following 
the 2010 debates that the 
township would wait for 
the community to come to 
it rather than pushing for 
an extension of services. 

“Staff recognize the 
value in re-engaging with 
those affected property 
owners to determine 
their level of interest in 
the township initiating 
a special service levy 
process for the purpose of 
designing and extending 

full municipal services 
to those areas that are 
currently privately or 
partially serviced. Staff 
believe the number of 
inquires received to date 
from individual property 
owners and through the 
Breslau municipal drain 
process is significant 
enough to start this special 
service levy process as 
required in council’s 2010 
resolution,” Puppe said in 
his report to council.

“It is the right time for at 
least a survey.”

Puppe noted Breslau 
residents have resisted 
attempts to extend munic-
ipal services into some of 
the older sections of the 
village, but there have 
been changes in the past 
decade that may mean 
more than half would like 
to see a switch.

“We’re hopeful for a 
majority, and that’s the 
expectation that we have,” 
he said.

Noting the town-
ship typically gets poor 
response to surveys, 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan 
cautioned against push-
ing ahead based on 51 per 
cent of respondents being 
in favour of the proposal, 
suggesting 51 per cent 
of all affected residents 
would make more sense. 

“I’d like it to be a majority 
of the homes, not just the 
little response we usually 
get,” said Merlihan.

He also suggested the 
township needs to make 
it easy to respond, includ-
ing by phone, adding that 
a resident who doesn’t 
respond to the survey 
should be counted as a ‘no’ 
vote.

Along with spelling out 
all the options, a survey 
would be more useful if 
contained at least some 
ballpark figures about 
the costs in order to help 
residents in making a deci-
sion, said Merlihan, point-
ing out that the report had 
no costs outlined in it.

“Homeowners need that 
information as a baseline.”

Given past estimates 
running into the tens of 

thousands of dollars, it’ll 
be a tough sales job, Merli-
han added.

“Why would I want 
to get on municipal 
services?” he asked, noting 
the option is expensive, 
with monthly costs that 
keep growing at rates well 
above inflation.

Puppe conceded it 
would be a tough sales job 
for some, though those 
property owners with fail-

ing wells or septic systems 
might see the value in the 
service.

Unlike past proposals, 
there would be no require-
ment to connect with this 
go-round, he added.

“It’s time to get on 
with this,” argued Coun. 
Murray Martin said, 
noting homeowners would 
be “surprised” at the cost 
of new septic system, for 
instance.

Map of Breslau homes to be surveyed for owners’ interest in connecting to municipal services.
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Since the end of March, 
members of the Welling-
ton County Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) 
have received several 
reports of stolen catalytic 
converters and diesel 
filters from vehicles.  

Recent catalytic 
converter thefts have 
occurred in the Township 
Centre Wellington, the 
Township of Guelph-Era-
mosa, and the Town of 
Erin.

Police have issued a 
number of tips, reminding 
the public that every-
one is involved in crime 
prevention: 
• Remember to always 

remove valuables 
from plain view. If the 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

OPP investigating rash of catalytic converter thefts
property cannot be 
removed, secure it 
in the trunk or other 
unseen locations 
within your vehicle 
prior to reaching your 
destination.

• Remember to lock 
your vehicle, day 
or night and always 
secure your residence; 
including garage doors 
and outbuildings. 
Secure all loose items 
including bicycles and 
equipment.

• Remember that thief’s 
are always looking for 
an easy target.

• Along with securing 
your property, always 
make sure to record 
and photograph the 

make, model and serial 
numbers of your items 
in case they are stolen.

• If you are a victim of a 
theft, report it to the 
police and provide the 
serial numbers, this 
information can be 
helpful in locating or 
recovering the prop-
erty.

• If there is no serial 
number, creating 
unique marks or 
engravings on the 
item can be helpful 
when identifying your 
property.

• Use motion detectors, 
lights and vehicle 
alarms, which can 
be a deterrent to 
those responsible for 

MAY 8

1:00 AM | Perth County 
OPP were in Milverton 
conducting an investiga-
tion when they observed 
a person they were 
currently seeking operat-
ing a motor vehicle. During 
the investigation, a road-
side screening test was 
carried out. The driver was 
arrested and transported 
to a local OPP detachment 
where further tests were 
administered. As a result, 
a 22-year-old Perth East 
man was charged with 
‘failure to comply with 
release order, ‘operation 
while impaired - blood 
alcohol concentration (80 
plus),’ ‘driving while under 
suspension’ and ‘use plate 
not authorized for vehicle.’ 

His license was suspended 
for 90 days and vehicle 
seized for a week. He is to 
appear at the Ontario Court 
of Justice in Stratford at a 
later date to answer to the 
charges.

10:25 PM | Welling-
ton County OPP were 
conducting R.I.D.E. spot 
checks on Wellington 
Road 18 in Centre Welling-
ton Township. As a result, 
a 41-year-old Waterloo 
man was charged with 
‘operation while impaired 
- blood alcohol concen-
tration (80 plus)’ and ‘drive 
motor vehicle with open 
container of liquor.’ His 
license was suspended 
for 90 days and vehicle 
impounded for a week. 
The accused is scheduled 

to appear in the Ontario 
Court of Justice - Guelph 
at a later date. 

MAY 10

3:18 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a break-in at 
a business on Lobsinger 
Line in Wellesley Town-
ship. A convenience store 
was entered by force and 
several bottles of liquor 
were stolen. The suspects 
were seen fleeing the area 
shortly after in a dark SUV. 
The investigation is ongo-
ing. Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call police 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 

8:05 AM | Police received 

committing thefts of 
vehicles or thefts from 
vehicles.

• Conduct a walk around 
of your property to 
ensure that all exterior 
lighting is working 
property. If it is broken 
make the necessary 
repairs.

• Complete repairs to 
damaged property 
including windows 
and fences. Show that 
you have pride in your 
property and care 
what happens to it. 

• If you have a home 
security system, 
always use it. Contact 
your system provider 
to ensure that all 
emergency contacts 

a report of a theft from a 
store on Farmers Market 
Road south of St. Jacobs. 
At this point in the investi-
gation, police are waiting 
for more information from 
the store to determine if a 
theft actually occurred.

5:34 PM |  Police 
responded to the conser-
vation area on Reid 
Woods Drive in Wool-
wich Township. The 
complainant advised that 
they witnessed two indi-
viduals with guns in the 
area. Through investiga-
tion, police determined 
that three youth were 
playing with airsoft rifles 
at the conservation site. 
The youth were spoken 
to, and no further police 
action was required. 
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are up to date with 
current phone 
numbers and depend-
able people who will 
respond when called.

• Be a good neighbour, 
share information 
and look out for each 
other’s property.

• Be sure to report any 
suspicious activity 
or incidents to police 
immediately. Your 
information may help 
to interrupt a potential 
crime, help to identify 
a crime trend, suspect, 

or prevent further 
crimes.

 Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call the 
OPP toll free at 1-888-
310-1122 or on line at 
www.opp.ca/reporting. 
Should you wish to 
remain anonymous, you 
may call Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS) or submit a tip 
on-line at www.csgw.
tips. You may be eligi-
ble for a reward from 
Crime Stoppers of up to 
$2,000. 

Emergency responders descended on the scene of a collision on Arthur Street near South Field Drive in Elmira Tuesday afternoon for 
what turned out to be a minor accident. Damon MacLean

periods of time. Those 
who are seniors have not 
gone outside for almost 
two years – this is an 
onerous burden to put 
upon them,” said Foxton, 

MASK MANDATE: Council looks to keep measures in place for the duration
→FROM 1 calling for the extension 

to expire at the end of 
September.

Her argument didn’t 
gain traction, however.  

The bylaw is in keep-
ing with provincial 

regulations regarding 
masks that require a face 
covering in public indoor 
spaces and whenever 
physical distancing is 
a challenge. The list 
includes inside stores, 

event spaces, enter-
tainment facilities and 
common areas in hotels, 
and vehicles that operate 
as part of a business or 
organization, including 
taxis and rideshares.



THE OBSERVER | Thursday, May 13, 2021 | 8

When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “Indigenous peoples are already lead-
ing on many fronts, including champion-
ing land repatriation and Indigenous land 
governance, and by asserting rights and 
responsibilities that provincial and federal 
governments have long denied. These 
initiatives deserve broad public support.”
Environmentalist David Suzuki says Canada must explore 
new means of land governance.

Some 46% of Canadians using online 
private messaging apps such as Facebook 
Messenger report receiving messages that 
they suspect are false at least monthly; 39% 
report messages that they initially believe 
to be true, but later find out are false. Those 
who use private messages as a news source 
see false information more frequently.
Cybersecure Policy Exchange at Ryerson University

Verbatim The Monitor

A fter a slow start, the U.S. has surged ahead of 
Canada in getting people vaccinated against 
COVID-19. The pace there is starting to slow, 
however, in large part due to vaccine hesi-

tancy. Let’s hope we avoid that here.
Canadians are much less likely to see inoculation as a polit-

ical issue (the same goes for masks and other public health 
measures designed to reduce the spread of the virus). What 
we are seeing now, though, is some uncertainty over specific 
vaccines, in particular the AstraZeneca variety. That’s the 
result of concerns about blood clots that have occurred in a 
very small number of people. 

Despite the rarity, medical officials are questioning the use 
of the vaccine. In Ontario, for instance, a member of the prov-
ince’s COVID-19 science advisory table has called for Ontario 
to stop administering the AstraZeneca vaccine. Alberta is 
already taking such steps to stop the use of that vaccine for 
first doses. In both cases, there are exceptions for high-risk 
patients, the reasoning being that the benefits outweigh any 
potential danger.

Likewise, medical officials across the country are reviewing 
the use of the AstraZeneca vaccine. The European Union has 
already decided not to renew a contract for that vaccine set to 
expire next month due to the blood clot scare.

As more supplies of the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna 
vaccine become available, there’s less need to press into 
service the AstraZeneca doses, and even the single-shot John-
son & Johnson variety, which has also been linked to clotting 
issues.

Doctors are calling such cases “vaccine-induced immune 
thrombotic thrombocytopenia” (VITT), “vaccine-induced 
prothrombotic immune thrombocytopenia” (VIPIT), or 
“thrombotic thrombocytopenic syndrome” (TTS). Those 
blood clots are different from the blood clots most people are 
familiar with in that they are more aggressive and are more 
likely to cause death or severe disability, even with early diag-
nosis and treatment, experts now say.

To date, 12 cases of VITT have been reported in Canada, 
leading to three deaths. Ontario’s science advisory group 
says estimates about the incidence of VITT range from one 
case per 26,000 to one case per 127,000 doses of AstraZeneca 
vaccine administered. For the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, 
that number is one in 500,000 doses.

While minimal, the risk is what has experts advising to 
go with other options where applicable. Luckily, Canada is 
expecting a large uptick in the deliveries of the Pfizer vaccine, 
ramping up this month to two million doses per week. Those 
numbers have Ottawa predicting there’ll be a large enough 
supply to provide a shot to everyone who wants one by July 
1. As well, those waiting on a second dose may also be fully 
inoculated this summer.

With supplies increasing, that just leaves logistics – getting 
vaccine to more outlets in order to get more shots in arms – as 
the biggest hurdle. And, of course, there’s the issue of any 
vaccine hesitancy, which would slow down the process toward 
herd immunity. Public health officials estimate we’ll need at 
least 70 per cent of the population to be vaccinated to reach 
that state.

Fortunately, Canadians have been growing more, not less 
accepting of being vaccinated. A Leger poll last month found 
about 80 per cent of us are prepared to roll up our sleeves for 
the COVID-19 shot. That number is up from 63 per cent last 
October, 70 per cent in February and 73 per cent in March. 

It may well be that the continued use of the AstraZeneca 
and/or Johnson & Johnson vaccines is fully warranted given 
the relatively low risk – few incidences, though the clotting 
is more dangerous than the standard kind – but the deciding 
factor could be the public’s comfort level. If switching them 
out lowers the likelihood of vaccine hesitancy, then it’s down 
that road we go. 

After supply, vaccine 
hesitancy is next hurdle

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Nicola Sturgeon, First 
Minister of Scotland, 

declared in 2014 that the 
referendum on Scotland’s 
independence that her Scot-
tish National Party (SNP) 
demanded and lost later that 
year would be “once in a gener-
ation.” It has turned out to be a 
very short generation.

As soon as the United 
Kingdom voted to leave the 
European Union in 2016, in 
a referendum in which the 
English voted ‘Leave’ but the 
Scots voted ‘Remain,’ she 
claimed that circumstances 
had changed enough to justify 
another independence refer-
endum in Scotland. This time, 
Sturgeon hoped, Scots would 
vote to leave the UK, and then 
rejoin the EU.

The right response from 
London would have been to 
say ‘OK. Best two out of three, 
then,’ but Sturgeon would 
never have agreed to that. Inde-
pendence is a one-way gate. No 
independence movement has 
ever promised that if people 
vote yes, and then later change 
their minds, they can have 
another referendum and go 
back to the previous arrange-
ment.

Besides, the UK prime 
minister, Boris Johnson, is 

Scottish independence: 
a short generation?

ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

only in office because he 
won the Brexit referendum 
in 2016. He fought tooth 
and nail to prevent a second 
referendum on leaving the 
EU (which opinion polls from 
mid-2017 onwards consistently 
suggested would have gone 
against Brexit ). He wouldn’t 
agree to such a thing for Scot-
land now.

Sturgeon described the SNP’s 
modest success in last week’s 
local elections (which included 
parliamentary elections in the 
quasi-federal ‘devolved’ coun-
tries of Scotland and Wales) as 
an “historic and extraordinary” 
event that justified her demand 
for a second referendum, but in 
fact it only won one more seat 
than last time.

The SNP still falls short of 
a majority. It will once again 
form a coalition or at least a 
voting alliance with the pro-in-
dependence Green Party in the 
Scottish parliament to form a 
government. It is not exactly 
holding the whip hand either at 
home or in the broader UK.

Johnson, of course, has 
loudly declared his opposition 

to a second independence 
referendum, and he has the law 
on his side. Schedule 5, Part 1 
of the Scotland Act says that 
the constitution is a “reserved 
matter,” which means that 
only the entire UK parliament 
in Westminster can decide to 
change the way the country is 
run.

Ninety-one per cent of the 
Westminster parliament’s 
members are not Scottish, 
and well over half of them are 
actually members of Johnson’s 
Conservative Party, so Stur-
geon cannot expect any help 
from there. She talks of taking 
the issue to court, but the law 
is clear and there is little hope 
that the courts would side with 
her either.

The biggest obstacle to her 
hopes, however is the Scottish 
voters themselves. Recent 
opinion polls and last week’s 
vote all tell the same story: 
they are divided 50-50 on 
independence. That’s a modest 
improvement on the 55-45 split 
against independence in the 
2014 referendum, but hardly 
enough to justify demanding 
another one now.

Moreover, impending events 
are likely to make Scottish 
voters more doubtful about 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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About Us:
Independent, locally-owned and the 
only weekly community newspaper 
serving the residents of Woolwich and 
Wellesley Townships.  Real news, real 
reporting concentrating on the close-to-
home issues in our communities. When 
it comes to reaching our residents, The 
Observer is unsurpassed.

Press Oversight:
The Observer is a member of the 
National Newsmedia Council - an 
independent organization established 
to deal with acceptable journalistic 
practises and ethical behaviour. If 
you have concerns about editorial 
content, contact:  519-669-5790 ext 
103  or editor@woolwichobserver.com.  
If you are not satisfied with the response 
and wish to file a complaint, visit 
mediacouncil.ca or call 1-844-877-1163 
for more information.

Subscriptions:
Annual subscriptions to The Observer 
mailed within Canada/U.S. are available 
by contacting the office or visiting 
online: observerxtra.com/subscribe

Delivery Concerns:
Issues with local delivery can be made 
online: observerxtra.com/delivery. 
Immediate issues can be directed to The 
Record by calling 519-894-3000.

Letters to the Editor:
Letters must be exclusive to this 
publication on a topic of relevance to 
the community. It must contain the 
author's name, address, contact info 
and be no more than 300 words. Letters 
may be edited for length and clarity. The 
Observer declines announcements, 
poetry, thank-you and unsigned letters. 
Deliver to: editor@woolwichobserver.
com or online: observerxtra.com/letters

STEVE  
KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

Ottawa has done little to convince us Bill C-10 is in the public interest

Steven Guilbeault said in 
the House of Commons 
on last week as criticism 
mounted. “We have and 
will continue to improve 
the bill so that it can serve 
Canadian creators.”

Guilbeault argues critics 
are “siding with web 
giants” in opposition to 
Bill C-10.

That’s not how media 
expert Michael Geist sees 
it. Geist, a law professor at 
the University of Ottawa 
and the Canada Research 
Chair in internet and 
e-commerce law, calls the 
bill a dangerous attack on 
free speech.

“All of these kinds of 
provisions play into a kind 
of a general theme of a 
government that is becom-
ing increasingly distrust-
ful of the internet, and of 
the speech of millions of 

Canadians on it,” he said of 
Bill C-10 in a recent radio 
interview.

The Canadian 
Radio-Television and Tele-
communications Commis-
sion (CRTC) has long been 
under fire for its anachro-
nistic ways of dealing with 
television in an internet 
age. Specifically, people 
want it to keep its mitts off 
of Netflix.

Ever-evolving technol-
ogy means the internet is 
the future of television. 
You would think that the 
CRTC, being an agency of 
the government, would 
be moving to ensure the 
transition best serves the 
public interest, i.e. you and 
me. You would be wrong.

As ever, the bureaucrats 
are working to justify their 
own existence and thereby 
save their jobs – doing 
what bureaucrats do best 
– and doing the bidding 
of their masters, the big 
telcos. For years, the main 
goal of the CRTC has been 

to ensure consumers 
pay overinflated rates to 
line the pockets of the 
favoured group of produc-
ers and, most importantly, 
the likes of Bell and 
Rogers.

That reality explains 
why the CRTC has failed 
to protect Canadians 
from being subjected 
to the whims of high-
ly-concentrated media 
conglomerates  – we’re the 
most concentrated media 
market in the G8.

Even as the internet 
plays more and more of 
a role in our lives – for 
better or worse, given the 
privacy concerns – the 
big telcos here are intent 
on taking control, driving 
up prices and blocking 
competition. You should 
be very worried about 
their attempts to control 
content and the pipeline, 
essentially becoming rigid 
and profiteering gatekeep-
ers.

What we need the 

CRTC to do – and what 
the organization’s history 
and incestuous relation-
ship with the industry it’s 
supposed to be regulating 
say it won’t do – is ensure 
the internet remains open 
and accessible to all – 
what’s called net neutral-
ity. 

Network neutrality can 
be considered a founding 
principle of the internet, 
say the likes of OpenMe-
dia and the Electronic 
Frontier Foundation. With 
a few small exceptions, it 
is the de facto standard of 
non-discriminatory treat-
ment that has governed 
the traffic of digital infor-
mation up to this point. 
Under this regime, an 
internet user is free to use 
any equipment, content, 
application or service on a 
non-discriminatory basis 
without interference from 
the network provider. Net 
neutrality means that the 
network provider’s only 
job is to move data – not to 

choose which data to privi-
lege with higher quality 
service.

It’s not a new idea: just 
look at the likes of the 
electricity grid, roads, rail-
ways and the telephone as 
examples of networks that 
anyone can use, a prin-
ciple known as common 
carriage.

As much as the CRTC 
is making itself irrelevant 
with its bureaucratic ways 
– like the Senate, many of 
us would see it scrapped 
entirely – there is a role 
to play in making sure 
the carriers are divorced 
from the content. Given 
the media concentration 
in this country, the big 
telecom players have their 
fingers in the every facet 
of what we watch on tele-
vision. That’s got to stop, 
particularly as it applies 
to Rogers and Bell looking 
to throttle access while 
charging exorbitant rates 
for both the content and 
the conduit. 

“There’s no crisis 
for funding for their 
broadcasts that qualify 
as traditional CanCon, 
which reached a several 
year peak in 2018 and 
has remained stable 
over the last 10 years. 
But overall revenue from 
television broadcast has 
been declining for these 
companies since 2014 – 
people are less and less 
inclined to pay for their 
overpriced, overstuffed 
cable packages,” says an 
OpenMedia report.

“We believe the govern-
ment should slow down 
and take seriously their 
promise to help us tell 
Canadian stories. Given 
that the financial crisis for 
our funding for Canadian 
stories supposedly driving 
C-10’s haste just doesn’t 
exist, we need to hit pause 
now, and make sure that 
the reforms we’re building 
are truly about support-
ing innovative, culturally 
diverse Canadian content 

Breslau residents haven't always welcomed the expense — upfront & ongoing — of connecting to municipal services.

Increasingly opting for 
streaming services as 

opposed to traditional 
television, Canadians 
are concerned when the 
government starts muck-
ing around. They simply 
don’t have confidence 
Ottawa will do what’s 
right, and they’re right to 
think that.

The latest pushback 
involves Bill C-10 – 
formally An Act to amend 
the Broadcasting Act and 
to make consequential 
amendments to other 
Acts. The bill is ostensi-
bly a measure to ensure 
online providers such as 
Netflix are subject to the 
same rules as traditional 
broadcasters.

The government says 
the idea is to level the 
playing field. Critics say 
it’s little more than an 
attempt to protect tradi-
tional media corporations 
while opening the door 
to bureaucrats monitor-
ing, judging and perhaps 
controlling what indi-
viduals post to the likes 
of YouTube and TikTok 
– there’s nothing that 
motivates public backlash 
like threatening the flow of 
cat videos.

As with most new 
government policies, 
the motivation is clear: 
money. OpenMedia calls 
it a fast cash-grab for 
traditional broadcast 
industries, an attempt to 
keep the profits flowing 
to legacy companies such 
as Bell Media, Rogers and 
Corus Entertainment.

The government claims 
it’s looking to promote 
Canadian content 
(CanCon), shifting into 
overdrive in the last 
couple of weeks to deny 
any intent of regulating 
users’ postings.

“The bill is not about 
what Canadians do online. 
It is about what the web 
giants do not do, which 
is to support Canadian 
stories and music,” Cana-
dian Heritage Minister →KANNON 10
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STEVE 
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Things that make you leave the water

being the place where the 
Florida state record bass 
was taken – at that time 
this was a fish of almost 16 
pounds.

I couldn’t understand 
how a bass could grow 
that big in the plantation’s 
relatively small lakes – but 
after two days I realized 
it was because they must 
have paid protection 
money to the alligators.

There were lots of alli-
gators. 

In fact, our trip coin-
cided with unseasonably 
high water levels and there 
were so many alligators 
taking advantage of this 
that guests were strongly 
advised to use compli-
mentary golf carts to ride 
between the buildings in 
the complex. I never did 
that because I have always 
preferred death by alligator 
to anything golf-related.

So, for the few days I 

was there, I learned to 
walk very briskly while 
being totally aware of 
my surroundings. I also 
learned to leap 12 feet 
straight up whenever a 
bullfrog shook the tall 
grass. During walks like 
these, especially in the 
dark, you have to re-eval-
uate the way you think 
about things – such as 
rides in golf carts, for 
instance. Another thought 
that occurred to me was 
that the bass had time to 
grow because only an idiot 
would spend time in a bass 
boat whose deck was mere 
inches above a lake filled 
with alligators.  

And, since the guides 
were booked, I was no 
idiot.

One night we drove jeeps 
around the plantation and 
carried powerful flash-
lights so we could shine 
the beam on the swamps 
and waters and count 
the sets of alligator eyes. 
It was enough to make 
me inquire about room 
service. But what struck 

me most is how quickly the 
alligators swam towards us 
whenever we stepped out 
of the vehicles to shine the 
waters. They would cross 
the lake in no time and you 
could almost hear them 
thinking, “Well, what do 
you know, not even a bass 
boat this time!”

Here in Ontario, we are 
lucky that there are not 
predatory aquatic animals 
like alligators to make fish-
ing even more interesting 
than it already is. 

This is obviously not a 
popular sentiment among 
some golf cart salespeople. 
But I think it is something 
that most of us who hang 
around the water ought to 
be thankful for. 

There is something 
unnatural about having to 
worry about catching an 
alligator. And something 
even more unnatural about 
the thought of them catch-
ing you.

As for a 12-foot leap 
straight up? Well under the 
right circumstances, that’s 
only natural.

I was watching an online 
news story the other day 

that showed a fellow in 
Florida who was fishing 
from shore until he got 
chased off the water by a 
fairly large alligator. 

What was interesting 
to me was that the fellow 
had the presence of mind 
to take a dim, shaky video 
of an alligator hot on his 
heels.

After watching this, 
it occurred to me that 
this would have never 
happened here – our social 
media people use better 
lighting and image stabi-
lization. Plus, if steelhead 
fishing is any indication, it 
would take more than an 
alligator to move a Cana-
dian angler off a good spot.

The alligator story 
was one I could relate to, 
however, because a few 
years back I was sent on a 
work trip to a plantation 
in Florida where we were 
given the opportunity to 
shoot newly introduced 
rifles. That plantation 
also had the distinction of 

The ex-wife of the former 
owner of the Elmira 
Independent was a recipe 
columnist for The Observer.

The Sun Came to Millen is 
picked up by Little Brown and 
Company and released as part 
of a short-fiction anthology.

The Observer is the first 
newspaper in the region to 
have an email address.

ↆ LAST WEEK: A majority of respondents detected the lie that The 
Observer is owned by a large media conglomerate. The Observer 
is independent and locally owned and operated. This year the 
newspaper celebrates its twenty-fifth anniversary.

You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

independence. The new 
‘border’ between the 
United Kingdom and the 
European Union, which 
has been drawn down the 
middle of the Irish Sea 
to avoid a land border 
between Northern Ireland 
(part of the UK) and 
the Republic of Ireland 
(member of the EU), is 
making even Scottish 
nationalists think twice.

The circumstances are 
different: there hasn’t 
been a war on the Scot-
tish-English border since 

1547. But rejoining the 
EU is part of the package 
offered by the SNP, and the 
Irish border troubles serve 
to remind the Scots that 
there would be a ‘hard’ 
border between Scotland 
and England in that case.

There’s no getting round 
that awkward and proba-
bly quite costly fact. Boris 
Johnson’s government 
chose the hardest Brexit 
imaginable, so Scotland as 
an EU member would face 
customs duties, immigra-
tion controls and all sorts 
of other nuisances at the 

→FROM  8

DYER: Independence movement would prefer to wait for better timing

everywhere on the inter-
net.” 

That Bill C-10 simply 
panders to legacy corpo-
rations is a legitimate 
concern. The potential for 
more egregious moni-
toring of individuals’ 
online posting falls into 
the category, even if there 
is a certain amount of 
paranoia among certain 
segments of the popu-
lation. We have every 
reason to distrust govern-

ment actions as a whole, 
and especially where 
technology is concerned: 
governments have done 
little to protect the 
public’s rights and privacy 
when it comes to invasive 
social media companies, 
nor to impose anti-trust 
measures on technology 
giants. 

Bill C-10 does little for 
citizens, with the poten-
tial for harm. Govern-
ment denials fail to 
convince.

English border. It would 
also lose the $2,700 per 
capita subsidy for Scottish 
residents currently paid 
by the UK government.

An independent Scot-
land would be a perfectly 
viable country, about the 
size and population of 
Denmark. There’s just no 
burning sense of outrage 
that makes independence 
necessary for Scotland. 
It sounds nice, but most 
people calculate how 
much upheaval and cost 
would be involved in 
leaving.

Sturgeon knows that, so 
although she talks about 
a referendum she prom-
ises to do nothing about 
it until the coronavirus 
pandemic is over. The 
smart money says that 
she’ll find another reason 
to postpone it after that, 
because a second refer-
endum defeat would be 
the death of the idea for a 
generation. A real genera-
tion, that is.

Like what happened in 
Canada after the second 
independence referendum 
failed in Quebec in 1995.

→FROM  9

KANNON: Canadians are right to be 
skeptical about government's intent

■ EVERY COLUMN
■ MORE THAN 400 PAGES
■ MARTIN FAMILY PHOTOS
■ NEVER-BEFORE SEEN 
     OBSERVER ARCHIVE IMAGES
■ FORWARD FROM THE FAMILY
■ LIFE AFTER THE COLUMN 
THROUGH OBSERVER STORIES

www.observerxtra.com/allen

PURCHASE ONLINE  | $40

FORMER FLORADALE RESIDENT
ALLEN D. MARTIN’S POPULAR 
COLUMN, MY SIDE OF THE DAM,
RETURNS IN BOOK FORM TO MARK
THE OBSERVER’S 25TH MILESTONE.
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

BusinessBusiness The latest Statistics Canada unemployment 
information for the area shows  Kitchener's 
(unadjusted) unemployment rate lowered to 
6.5% in April from 7.2 in March, while Guelph's 
increased from 9.1 in March to 9.3 in April.

Maple syrup producers in Ontario, Quebec, 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia saw 
reduced production this year. The short, 
warm spring cut the volume of sap and there 
was less sugar in the water, reducing the 
production level.

Unemployment numbers No bumper maple crop

Limited-time offers. MSRP of $28,995/$23,795 on the 2021 Forester CP CVT (MJ225)/2021 Crosstrek CP MT (MX1CP). *Advertised 
pricing consists of MSRP plus $1,800/$1,800 freight and PDI, $249 Admin, $100 Tire Tax, $10 OMVIC, $20 Tire Levy, $20 PPSA 
Service fee charge, includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. *Lease 
rate of 0.5%/0.5% for 24/24 months. Lease payments of $81/$69 weekly with $2,978/$1,735 down payment. Lease end value 
$19,435/$16,796 with $3,458/$2,203 due on delivery. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km per year for 24 months, or 40,000 
km total, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Subject to credit approval by Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Leasing and fi nancing 
programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and fi nance rates and terms available; down payment or 
equivalent trade-in may be required. †No payment (payment deferral) for 120 days offer available on any new 2021 or 2022 Subaru 
model purchase fi nanced between May 1st and May 31st. Payment deferral offer includes no weekly/bi-weekly/monthly payments for 
approximately 120 days (as applicable). A down payment or other fees may be due upon signing. Subaru Canada will pay the interest 
accrued during the fi rst 90 days. Customer is responsible for interest accruing after the initial 90 days and over the remaining term of 
the contract. First interest payment will be due approximately 97/104/120 days after the start of the contract when weekly/bi-weekly/
monthly payments apply. Customer will begin to repay principal and applicable interest no later than 120 days after the start of the 
contract. The original term of the fi nance contract will be extended by 90 days (3 months). Offer limited to purchase fi nance through 
Subaru Financial Services on approved credit. Offer not available through external fi nancing. Contact your Subaru dealer for details. 
Models shown: 2021 Forester Limited CVT (MJ2LP)/2021 Crosstrek Outdoor (MX2OP) with an MSRP of $38,795/$29,995. Dealers may 
sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle(s) shown solely for purposes of illustration and may not be equipped exactly 
as shown. Forester, Crosstrek and Subaru are registered trademarks. Offers end May 31, 2021. Offers subject to change or cancellation 
without notice. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details. 

•  Symmetrical Full-Time AWD

•  Award-winning safety

•  Generous cargo space

Shop safely – book your 
appointment online.

Handle any forecast this spring 
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Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

WATERLOO REGION IS 
LOOKING TO hire up to 
15 full-time employees to 
clear snow from township 
roads, winning support for 
that option from coun-
cillors meeting Tuesday 
afternoon.

A staff report says the 
region is having increasing 
difficulty hiring seasonal 
staff to carry out the work, 
relying more often on 
outside contractors that 
come with additional 
expense.

Prepared by manager of 
transportation operations 
Emil Marion, the report 
notes the cities are paid 
to clear regional roads in 
Kitchener, Waterloo and 
Cambridge, but the other 
half of the 1,800-kilome-
tre regional road network 
runs into the four town-
ships. Those roads have 
typically been cleared by 
some 12 to 18 temporary 
full-time employees, but 
the region is having trou-
ble filling those seasonal 
positions. In 2020, then, 
the region paid contrac-
tors some $595,000 to do 
some of the work.

By phasing in 15 new 
full-time employees over 
three years, the overall 
costs would rise – an addi-
tional $122,000 beyond 
the current budget for 
plowing and maintenance 
once external contracts 
were eliminated – but 
there would be more staff 
to carry out other road and 
maintenance work outside 

Region to hire 
more staff to cover 
township roads
Savings seen in phasing out contractors 
in favour of full-time outside workers

of the snow-clearing 
season.

‘In recent years, it has 
become increasingly 
difficult for the region to 
hire a sufficient number 
of temporary winter snow 
plow operators to under-
take winter maintenance 
on regional roads in the 
four townships,” the 
report notes. “Based on 
this ongoing difficulty, 
and knowledge of similar 
challenges throughout 
the industry, staff have 
concluded that the prac-
tice of utilizing temporary 
full-time staff for winter 
operations is no longer 
feasible. Another chal-
lenge being experienced in 
transportation operations 
is insufficient full-time 
staff to fully complete 
preventative maintenance 
on much of the infra-
structure under its care, 
particularly on pavements, 
drainage infrastructure 
and vegetation.”

In addition to staff costs, 
there would be a one-time 
cost of $655,000 to buy 
new equipment.

“This was an issue that 
we had brought up with 
the regional staff some 
time ago... we asked 
them to look into it, we 
thought that maybe there 
was an opportunity for 
the townships to partner 
with them and do some 
work on it,” said Wellesley 
Mayor Joe Nowak. “They 
basically did a study and 
can come up with the 
recommendations – one 
of the problems that they 

→ HIRING 12

The province is investing nearly $5 million into a micro-credential PSW program at Conestoga College, making the announcement in a 
videoconference last week that included  Conestoga College president John Tibbits, Minister of Long Term Care Merrilee Fullerton and 
MPPs Mike Harris and Amy Fee.  

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

DURING THE FIRST 
YEAR OF the pandemic 
in Ontario, retirement 
and long-term care homes 
were disproportionately 
affected and made up for 
the majority of cases and 
outbreaks. The virus’s 
impacts on the settings 
displayed many systemic 
issues of the care system 
within the province, 
including understaffing. 

Facing criticism, the 
province has proposed 
a number of changes, 
including funding to train 

and hire more frontline 
staff for such facilities. 
In that vein, the province 
last week announced it’s 
providing $5 million to 
create a micro-credential 
program for personal 
support workers (PSW) at 
Conestoga College. 

John Tibbits, president 
of Conestoga College, says 
the new program is a way 
to combat a longstanding 
personnel shortage in the 
sector.

“We greatly appreciate 
the province’s investment 
in this important initiative. 
The Long-term Care Home 
Assistant program will 

address the urgent need 
for trained staff in LTC 
home across Ontario, while 
providing opportunities 
for laid-off workers to gain 
skills that will allow them to 
return to the workforce and 
make positive contribution 
to the health and well-being 
of their community.”  

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris says 
that the program will help 
nearly 500 people work 
towards a micro-credential 
and future employment.

“This would be something 
that will be used to build 
upon skills that these people 
may already have, or that 

they may not have, allowing 
them to then successfully 
– once they’ve completed 
the program –  work doing 
things like developing 
healthy housekeeping 
skills, dining room service 
techniques, food safety 
certification, and things like 
that. They can start to begin 
either working towards or 
becoming a full-fledged 
PSW or just work in a long-
term care home, using the 
skills that they’ve devel-
oped,” said Harris.

The province has commit-
ted the funding over two 
years for the project, which 

→ TRAINING 12

Provincial funding to help 
train more PSWs
Pandemic woes at retirement and long-term care homes highlight longstanding 
issues of understaffing, need for more workers
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

Open Mon. to Fri. 9am to 7pm 
Sat. 9am to 6pm • Closed Sundays519.846.2972RR#1 West Montrose, 

6158 Weisenberg Rd.

We also carry:
mulches, soils, shrubs, trees,

many assorted annuals, roses, 
perennials & a variety of

garden supplies.
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is being led by the school’s 
Institute of Technology and 
Advanced Learning.  

“The majority of the 
academic portion of this 
is going to be done online, 
which is great. You can 
really take this from 
anywhere – you don’t 
necessarily have to be in a 
city or town where there’s 
a large-scale college,” 
Harris added.

Pointing to Elmira as 
the example, Harris said 
being able to take the 
course from home with 
the exception of in-person 
practical work would be an 
advantage for many.   

“There’s a lot on the 
table right now when 
it comes to how we can 
encourage more people to 
get into becoming a PSW 
and some of the other 
fields that are similar. I 

had was to find seasonal 
people that would just 
work in the wintertime 
to do the plowing. That’s 
maybe only a six-month 
job – hard to find people 
that would just be willing 

TRAINING: Shortage of PSWs is not a new issue, but 
governments are under fire for pandemic failures

know in a conversation 
that I had recently with 
President Tibbits, he actu-
ally said that they were 
oversubscribed for their 
PSW training programs, 
which is great, because 
it means there’s a lot of 
people that are interested 
in taking part in a pretty 
rewarding career.” 

Such efforts to promote 
PSW work is in the vein 
of program launched in 
Elmira five years ago by 
St. Louis Adult Learning 
and Continuing Education 
Centre in partnership with 
Elmira District Commu-
nity Living to train PSWs 
in Elmira. The presence of 
both EDCL homes and a 
number of long-term care 
centres made Elmira the 
choice for that project.

More of that kind of 
thing is needed to train 
workers for those jobs, 

→ FROM 11 said Harris.
“We need to look at 

some other ways that 
we can get people into 
the system and moving 
through the education 
process. I think there will 
be an opportunity for 
some sort of the alterna-
tive education providers 
to be able to help with 
this – I know that there’s 
been some investment 
already into some of the 
private career colleges 
to help them get moving 
with their PSW training 
programs. And I’m sure 
that there’s conversations 
happening with some 
of the adult learning 
facilities like St. Louis 
and some of the others 
that we have around the 
province when it comes 
to trying to develop some 
programming for them as 
well.”

to work for that period of 
time. So, they’ve come up 
with a solution. 

“I think there’s a lot of 
roadwork on the regional 
roads that can be done in 
the summertime – tree 
maintenance is one of the 

big ones. They’re very, 
very behind. The long 
and the short of it  there, 
they’ve got people now 
that can that they can hire 
for a full-time basis that 
there’ll be enough work for  
12 months of the year.”

HIRING: New workers would do more than just clear snow
→ FROM 11

The latest construction work in the commercial area at the south end of Elmira is making way for a 
Burger King restaurant. A late-fall completion is in the timeline, though township officials note all the 
planning clearances don't specify that end date.  Damon MacLean
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Great Selection 
Now Available in 

various sizes!

HANGING BASKETS 
for Sunny or Shady spots!

DECORATIVE  POTS
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VEGETABLE PLANTS 
Now AVAILABLE!
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While Supplies last – sorry no holds
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WEEKLY SHIPMENTS!

PERENNIALS 
Great Selection!
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Generation Z getting the message about eating grain
OWEN 

ROBERTS 
Food For 
Thought

Remember “Wheat 
Belly”? It was a popu-

lar low-gluten fad diet a 
couple of years ago – so 
popular, in fact, that a 
book about it was a New 
York Times best seller. 

The author would have 
you believe that you 
should abandon all wheat, 
barley and rye, including 
bread, pasta and cereal, 
because it contains gluten.

I didn’t try it, but I’m not 
among the low percentage 
(an estimated 0.5 five per 
cent) of the population 
who are believed to be 
gluten sensitive. However, 
I keep an eye on trends, 
and you couldn’t help but 
notice the impact of this 
one. It played well into 
the hands of those who 
prey on others’ hopes for 
a magic bullet diet – just 

eat less grain, and you’ll 
be better. It’s a flawed 
premise, but some people 
are desperate.

Farmers keep an eye 
on trends, too, and on 
movements like the latest 
anti-beef sentiment. 
Its promoters say beef 
production is ruining the 
planet by contributing 
huge amounts of carbon 
dioxide into the atmo-
sphere and contributing to 
climate change. 

On the flip side, beef 
producers are stepping up 
a campaign called Guard-
ians of the Grasslands, that 
argues livestock grazing on 
grass (not in feedlots) is a 
natural phenomenon that 
helps fertilize soil, grow 
grass and sequester carbon. 

We are so mixed up as a 
society about what to eat. 

This confusion creates 
a measure of anxiety for 
farmers. They wonder if 
whatever they’re planting 
this spring, or feeding in 
their barns, will be the 
next thing that comes into 
some author’s or activist’s 
crosshairs.

The best advice remains 
this: eat a balanced diet, 
like the one determined 
by Canada’s Food Guide. 
Although some say it 
too is flawed because it 
overly promotes non-meat 
protein, it beats following 
fads. 

“Eating to ensure you 
have beneficial nutrients 
including fibre, vitamins, 

and minerals is a great way 
to shape your eating habits 
and help your health,” 
says Michelle Jaelin, a 
registered dietician with 
a knack for explaining 
food choices clearly and 
concisely. 

Like any commodity, its 
influence on your health 
depends significantly on 
how it’s processed. Add 
copious amounts of fat, 
salt and sugar to anything 
including grain, process it 
to the max, and it’s bound 
to be unhealthy. 

The key is to eat whole 
grains, the kind that 
provide you with lots of 
fibre, like Jaelin advocates.    

Grain farmers like 
hearing this kind of advice. 
On Monday, the organiza-
tion that represents them 
in this province, Grain 

Farmers of Ontario (GFO), 
released results from a 
survey of young people 
– Generation Z and early 
Millennials – across the 
province to see what they 
think of grain.

The results show that 
apparently, young people 
have not been caught up in 
the anti-gluten movement. 
GFO says this group is 
embracing grains as what 
the organization calls “a 
trusted source of vitamins 
and fibre in their everyday 
diet.” That’s because more 
than three quarters of this 
group, aged 18-34, said 
they eat grain every day. 
About 43 per cent saying 
they look for whole grains 
when making purchasing 
decisions, suggesting that 
they’re conscious of the 
need for fibre.

Surprisingly, at least 
when it comes to the need 
for fibre, Ontarians 35-54 
years old were less likely to 
look for whole grains. That 
means Jaelin and the GFO 
have some work to do. They 
have federal guidelines 
on their side: Canada‘s 
Food Guide suggests six 
to eight servings per day, 
with grains making up one 
quarter of a healthy dinner 
plate. Health Canada also 
recommends that at least 
half of daily grain choices 
be whole grain.

GFO’s communica-
tions manager Victoria 
Berry sums it up this way: 
“Adopting healthy grains 
in daily diets provide a 
lifetime of health benefits. 
It’s never too late in life to 
reap the health benefits 
that grains provide.”

SHOP LOCAL.
SAVE LOCAL  
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

ArtsArts JUNO Award-winner Molly Johnson, one of 
Canada’s great voices, will perform in a live 
stream concert Friday night (8 p.m.) from the 
stage of Oakville Centre for the Performing 
Arts. The event is co-hosted by The Regis-
try Theatre – those using the pre-sale code 
‘Kitchener’ help support the local theatre. 
www.registrytheatre.com

Given the ongoing pandemic and public 
health orders, the Shaw Festival announced 
it is delaying the start of the 2021 season 
to early July. In keeping with the commit-
ment to presenting the current playbill in 
the safest way possible for both audience 
and company members, early performances 
will now move to new outdoor venues. 
www.shawfest.com

Molly Johnson in concert Shaw delays new season

New episode release: First Three Episodes

Available
where ever
you listen.  

▶  podcast.observerxtra.com

by Heather Calder

25 years later the Observer serial
novel turned into 40 parts in 9 
episodes. Listen for Free Today!

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

THE SEARCH FOR 
THE NEXT rising star is 
now underway, with the 
Wellesley Idol competi-
tion gearing up for 2021. 
Where last year’s contest 
met some bumps in 
the road switching to a 
digital format due to the 
pandemic, organizers 
expect it will be smoother 
sailing this time around. 

After some deliberation 
about the format, organiz-
ers decided the show must 
go on, in keeping with 
the program’s formerly 
unwritten mission state-
ment, which has now been 

It’s on with the show for Wellesley Idol

Allister Bradley is one of the judges and mentors involved with the 
Wellesley Idol competition. Damon MacLean

formally adopted:
“Our mission is to 

celebrate the joy of music 
among our community’s 
youth; help young singers 
develop confidence, deter-
mination, and resilience; 
provide friendly, positive 
feedback from experi-
enced music industry 
professionals; nurture the 
development of young 
singers with aspirations of 
building larger audiences 
through scholarships and 
mentoring.”

For Allister Bradley, 
who has been a mentor for 
the program for the last 
five years, putting it in 
words just made sense.

“There’s something 
profound about the 

experience of taking what 
I’ve learned over years of 
living and making music 
and using that to help 
somebody progress a little 
faster than making their 
own mistakes. I know it’s 
cliché to say it that way, 
but it’s [about] giving 
back. That is very reward-
ing. And, I know I speak 
on behalf of my fellow 
mentors... because I know 
that’s the reason that we 
have very low turnover 
rates.” 

Other mentors/judges 
for the 2021 edition 
include Tim Louis, JP 
Sunga, John Bailey, with 
Joni NehRita joining the 
group. 

“She’s been a profes-

sional musician for, I 
think decades is fair to 
say, and she’s had all sorts 
of success regionally and 
even some success nation-
ally,” he said of NehRita. 
“She knows her stuff when 
it comes to being a music 
industry professional. 
Further to that, she has 
plenty of experience being 
a mentor on programs like 
The Shot in Kitchener and 
with festivals that have 
interactive workshops and 
mentoring.” 

Wellesley Idol’s rules 
follow previous iterations 
of the competition/coach-
ing series: panelists will 
pick six to eight individ-
uals between the ages of 
10-18 to move through the 

program. 
“We’re excited to 

welcome young singers, 
whether they sing for fun 
or for the church congre-
gation or to an audience 
from the stage. We want to 
welcome anybody into the 
program who would like 
to... go a little further with 
their singing career, to let 
us help them a little bit.” 

This year’s event 
includes cash prizes for 
the top three finishers 
– $500, $300 and $200 – 
donated by the Wellesley 
Apple Butter and Cheese 
festival, which sponsors 
the competition. Last 
year saw New Hamburg’s 
Chiara Heard take 
home the title, followed 

by Conestogo’s Mitch 
Roemer in second place 
and Elmira’s Cassandra 
Dammeier in third. 

Every year the final 
competition runs along-
side the Wellesley Fall 
Fair, and this year is 
no exception, with the 
big event running in 
conjunction with the 
autumn event sched-
uled for September 25 
and streamed live on the 
Wellesley Idol Facebook 
page.

All are encouraged to 
audition, with the regis-
tration deadline for this 
year’s season being June 
27, and more information 
on the competition can be 
found at wellesleyidol.org. 

Popular singing contest now accepting applications from young performers looking for mentoring assistance
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 
respect for our customers. 

 
We are looking for a full time, permanent

Stair CNC Programmer 
and Operator

In this position you will be responsible to operate one 
of our CNC routers that machines primarily solid wood 
stair parts as well as cabinet doors. The other part of 
your responsibility will be to work in the CAM side of 
StairCon software, to create CNC code and shop Data 
for production. To be successful in this position, you 
will need a strong understanding of CNC machining, as 
well as a strong computer and software knowledge and 
the desire to create systems to improve the StairCon  
CAM software.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Attention to Detail
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• CNC Router Experience
• CAM Software Experience
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working experience will be an

asset

Experience
• CNC Programing: 2 years (preferred)
• Woodworking: 2 years (preferred)
• CNC Operator: 2 years (preferred)

after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a manufacturer of 
high quality kitchen cabinetry in Drayton. 

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales & Design

team. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, and 

preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. If you enjoy working in a 
strong team environment and want the 

opportunity to grow along with the company,
then please submit your resumé to: 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 
519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest.

• Stair building experience will be an asset

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 
respect for our customers. 

 
We are looking for a full time, permanent

Woodworking Machinist
In this position, you would be working in the machining 
and breakout area of the shop. You will be cutting and 
machining rough lumber to create trim, doors and other 
solid wood parts. In this position you would be reporting 
to our machining manager. Opportunities for promotion.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Fluent in Measurements
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working experience will be an

asset

Experience
• Machinist: 1 year (preferred)
• Woodworking: 1 year (preferred)

after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a manufacturer of 
high quality kitchen cabinetry in Drayton. 

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales & Design

team. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, and 

preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. If you enjoy working in a 
strong team environment and want the 

opportunity to grow along with the company,
then please submit your resumé to: 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 
519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest.

Lorentz Farms Ltd. 
Mill operator needed. Mechanically 
inclined, computer knowledge helpful, 
some equipment operation required.  

Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

HELP WANTED

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated general laborer.
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general clean 
up. Some weekend and after hours work.

Competitive wage.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Continues
on Page 16

Help Wanted, Word ads, 
and Auction Listings

 Continue on the Next Page

For Sale
ARTIST'S PAINTING 
SUPPLIES AVAILABLE. 
Easels, brushes, 
paint boards etc. Call 
519-669-3244 Elmira. 
34 Ann St. I. Dickau.

LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

NO ROOM OR TIME 
FOR A GARDEN? 
Grow produce all year 
with an Easy Aero-
ponic Tower. No soil, 
no weeds, no weather 
stress, very little work. 
Nutritious and deli-
cious freshly harvested 
garden products grown 
in your own home! 
For more details call 
Timothy and Vera 
519-698-0601.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Farm 
Services

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Rentals
APARTMENT FOR 
RENT. 1,300 SQ FT. 3 
bdrm, 2 bath, living 
room, dining room, 
large family room, 
kitchen with pantry, 
balcony, large 2 car 
garage, nice back yard 
with patio and pergola, 
2nd and 3rd floors of 
century home in down-
town Elmira. Water, 
gas, fridge, stove, 
microwave, washer, 
dryer and internet 
included, hydro extra. 
No pets, no smok-
ing. Available August 
1. One year lease 
$2,350/month. Call 
519-669-2952.
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NOW HIRING FULL TIME 
ROOF TRUSS ASSEMBLERS 

Must be team oriented, ambi�ous & responsible  
No experience required 

Mar-Span offers compe��ve wages, produc�on 
bonuses and employee benefits. 

Please apply with resume in person 
or email resume to marv@marspan.com 

We would like to thank all applicants, however 
only those selected for interview will be contacted. 

7221 Side Rd. 16 Drayton, ON  

Help Wanted

Are you looking 

for a paper route?Are you looking 

for a paper route? Call now 
for details!
519-895-5566

Call now 
for details!
519-895-5566

EARN MONEY$

Contact Michelle at 
mschickler@therecord.com

What you bring:

What you’ll do:

What we offer:

AMI Attachments is a local manufacturer of world-class attachments 
for construction, mining and forestry equipment” with a vibrant
growing team.
The Inside Sales Rep position is F/T permanent, M-F, 9am-6pm. 

• Heavy construction equipment knowledge & experience
• Inside Sales experience
• Motivation, professionalism, punctuality and organization
• Excellent verbal and written customer communication skills
• MS Office proficient (Excel, PPT, Word, Outlook)

• First point of contact for incoming leads and inquiries
• Prompt, efficient responses and follow-up to all correspondence, 

sharing with AMI Sales & Management Team as required
• Guide dealers through quotation & order process, and provide 

information and specifications as required
• Demonstrate accurate & extensive knowledge of AMI products
• Coordinate with Manager & team members to develop follow-up 

& sales action plans and strategies
• Initiate processes & improvements necessary for effective & 

efficient sales process that supports our dealers & customers

• Competitive wages & Benefits package
• Pension matching after 1 year
• Friendly, collaborative team environment

For more details and to apply online,  
visit amiattachments.com/careers
Or email your resume to: careers@amiattachments.com

HIRING: INSIDE SALES REP

New Old Stock - Turf, Landscaping
Timed Online AUCTION

Closing Starts Tues May 18th, 3pm

BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX
5100 FOUNTAIN ST, North, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

to be held at

Partial List - Check back for Daily Updates.

https//mrjutzi.hibid.com/auctions

10% Buyer Premium will apply to this auction

** 120+ Units - New Old Stock **
Cub Cadet, Troy-bilt, Craftsman, Yardworks,

Yardman Remington, Yard Machines, etc
30+ Gas & Elec Chainsaws * 7- Push Reel Mowers *

14+ Gas/Elec Tillers * Gas Pole Chainsaw * Leaf Blower/Vac
12+Mowers * 45+ (2cycle/4cycle) Combo Line Trimmers

12+ 16hp to 23hp (38”/46”) Lawn Tractors 
60” 3pth/Pto Mower Deck * Assort of Hand/Power Tools
JD Sabre 15hp Lawn Tractor * Axes, Mauls & Hatchets

Lawnmowers * Tool Boxes * Stihl Backpack Blower

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

M.R. Jutzi & Co

VIEWING: Sorry NO viewing is allowed at this time
TERMS: Soft close. Cash, Debit, E-Transfer. 

For Pickup on Wed & Thursday    MASKS are required for pickup

O/B 658347 Ontario Inc.

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. North,  BRESLAU, Ontario, NOB lMO

Help Wanted

Auction

Your Complete Source for Landscaping & Lawn Care
 Landscape Build
 Interlocking Stone
 Retaining Walls & Steps
Water Features 
 Back Hoe & Skid Steer 

Services
 Sodding & Seeding 

 Planting, Pruning & 
Mulching 

 Rolling & Aerating 
 Over Seeding 
 Fertilizing 
Weed Management 
 Chinchbug Control 

Get your
FREE

quote now!

10%
OFF

Prepayment  
Discounts for 

Lawn Care

 Grub Control 
 Sod Webworm Control 

ↆLOCAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Looking for individuals to help in our growing 
lumber yard, picking orders, loading and 

unloading trucks, and general yard duties. 
Must be team oriented, ambitious and responsible. 

We provide a safe, professional environment 
and offer competitive wages and benefits.

LOOKING FOR 
FULL TIME 

YARD
HELP

arnold@marspan.com    519-638-3505
EMAIL OR FAX RESUME TO

Help Wanted

Trades & 
Services

F R E E  M I X E D 
SAWDUST AND WOOD 
shavings for animal 
bedding. You pick-up 
weekly  in  your 
enclosed trailer from 
our Dust Collector 
Hopper Baywood 
Millwork, Bridgeport 
area of Kitchener, Joel 
519-748-9577 × 106

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

 Continued from 
page 15

Help Wanted

100% 
LOCAL
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
ESSENTIAL TRANSPORTATION

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.
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CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

$12.00/per sq. ft. plus C.A.M. fees 
space for lease. 2 units available im-
mediately. 1310 sq. ft. & 1821 sq. ft. 
Front & rear access. Newly renovated. 
Lots of parking. MLS

112 Oriole Pkwy, Birdland Plaza

NEW LISTING

Enjoy the salt water pool this sum-
mer!  Backing to trail & greenspace. 
3 bdrm, two storey w/upper loft area. 
Master bdrm walk-in closet & reno-
vated ensuite. Main fl r L.R. & eat-in 
kitchen w/walkout to deck & pool 
area, 2 pc. bath.  Finished rec room 
w/gas F.P. & dry bar. Appliances incl.   
MLS $589,900.00

43 Brookmead St., Elmira

Spotless 4 bdrm, 2 storey, very well 
maintained. 4 bdrms on upper lev-
el. Main flr w/French doors & ma-
ple hdwd. Eat-in kitchen w/maple 
cabinetry, Island & garden door to 
covered deck. Family room w/bam-
boo hdwd & gas FP. 2 pc pwdr room. 
Finished rec room. 3 pc washroom. 
Laundry room, utility room & cold 
room. Meticulously landscaped w/

41 South Parkwood Blvd, Elmira

wooden gazebo & brick patio. Vinyl garden shed. Freshly painted. Updated 
furnace, C/A and shingles. New MLS $779,900.00

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL US 
FOR A COMPLIMENTARY HOME EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION CENTRE #1
Scheifele Bridge Superstructure 

Replacement Class Environmental 
Assessment and Preliminary Design

Township of Woolwich
You are invited to provide your input into the planning of the Scheifele Bridge Replace-
ment Study Schedule C Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) in the Township 
of Woolwich.

The Region of Waterloo is undertaking a Sched-
ule C Municipal Class Environmental Assess-
ment (Class EA) for the Scheifele Bridge 
Replacement on Regional Road 22 (Northfield 
Drive at Conestogo River, in the Township of 
Woolwich. The structure replacement will 
address deteriorating infrastructure needs as 
well as provide opportunity an opportunity to 
provide enhanced pedestrian, cycling and 
buggy facilities.

Due to ongoing COVID-19 restrictions on public 
gatherings, no physical public consultation 
centre will be held for this project at this 
present time. This virtual Public Consultation Centre (PCC) is a forum to review, study 
and learn about the past reports and studies related to Scheifele Bridge, review and 
provide comment on preliminary alternative bridge cross section and road alignment 
design concepts and Engage in “virtual dialogue” with Project Team representatives 
and ask any questions that you may have about the project or study process.

The project is being conducted in accordance with the requirements of a Municipal 
Class Environmental Assessment (MCEA), which is an approved process under the 
Ontario Environmental Assessment Act (amended through 2019). The proposed 
improvements are considered a Schedule “C” undertaking in accordance with the 
MCEA document.

All interested parties are invited to complete the online questionnaire and add any 
comments at the Region’s EngageWR project site between the dates below:

https://www.engagewr.ca/scheifele-bridge-superstructure-replacement

Open - Wednesday, May 19, 2021

Close - Wednesday June 9, 2021 at 4:30 p.m.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit www.regionofwaterloo.ca 
or contact:

Ken Brisbois, C. Tech. 
Region Project Manager 
Region of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 6th Floor 
Kitchener, ON N2G 4J3
Telephone: (519) 575-4400 Ext. 4606
Fax: (519) 575-4430
Email: kbrisbois@regionofwaterloo.ca

All comments and information provided become part of the consultation process and 
are being collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision when consid-
ering design alternatives for the superstructure replacement of the Scheifele Bridge. 
All submissions will become part of the public record files for this matter. Personal 
information collected is under the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001 and in compli-
ance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 
1990. Questions about the collection of personal information should be directed to Ken 
Brisbois, Project Manager at kbrisbois@regionofwaterloo.ca or 519-575- 4606.

Garry E. Leveck, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
100-300 Hagey Boulevard 
Waterloo, ON N2L 0A4 
Telephone: (519) 585-7316
Fax: (519) 579-6733
Email: garry.leveck@stantec.com

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce 
The Township offi ce is closed to walk-in public traffi c. Business will continue 
and services can be accessed through our website, by email or by telephone. 
There is a drop box located at the side of our building along Maple Street, 
which offers a contactless option for dropping off payments, building permits 
or documents. We will be accepting water samples for drop off weekly 
on Tuesdays:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes

• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: 

   www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits

• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets

• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, 
Streetlights, Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: 

    www.woolwich.ca/reportit

For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or 
call 519-669-1647. For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public 
Health 519-575-4400.

To stay informed on the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
www.woolwich.ca/COVID19

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
The Township of Woolwich recreation facilities are closed and all rentals and 
programs within these facilities are cancelled pending continued monitoring of 
provincial regulations.  

Outdoor recreational amenities such as skate parks, baseball diamonds, 
tennis/pickleball courts, basketball courts and soccer fi elds are closed. Off-
leash dog parks, playgrounds, outdoor parks, and recreational areas remain 
open. Please note that park amenities are not sanitized, and users should have 
personal hand sanitizer on hand.

Residents are encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying the 
outdoors our by visiting our website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, 
virtual fi tness and other activities to keep you engaged this spring.

Woolwich Seniors Association:  Older Adults 55+ are encouraged to stay 
active and connected from home.  Free, virtual programs, are offered.  
Check the website for updates at www.woolwichseniors.ca or email 
contact@woolwichseniors.ca.

Local Business Resources  
FREE mask rollout: if your business is located within Woolwich and 
has 50 or fewer employees, order your free supply of masks online at 
https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request 

Businesses support: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 

Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business!  For 
more information about government programs and other business supports call 
Jenna Morris at 519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public 
places. Children under fi ve and people with certain medical conditions or 
disabilities are exempt. Please be kind to those unable to wear a face covering. 
To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
Pre-registration is now open for adults 50 years of age and older. Pre-
registration is the fi rst step to getting a vaccine at a clinic. It may 
take 4-6 weeks to be contacted for an appointment. Pre-register at 
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/VaccinePreReg 
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You rest in the arms of the angels  
in a place of peace and love.

Watching over us always  
from Heaven above. 

In loving memory  of our  
cherished Husband, Father  

and Grandpa who passed  
away 1 year ago May 13, 2020.

Lovingly  remembered, and never to  
be forgotten by all your family.

Happy Birthday 
Anne-Marie Connolly!

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M
Birthday In Memoriam

Obituary

Glen Charles Lorch
Glen passed away peacefully in White 
Rock, BC, Friday, April 30th, 2021 
while in hospital at the age of 85, 
four weeks prior to his 55th wedding 
anniversary.  He was born in Kitchener, 
ON, on October 20, 1935 and raised 
in Elmira, ON.  Glen showed his love 
for others with acts of service and his 
sense of humor.  As a Christian who 
had accepted Jesus as his personal 
Lord & Saviour, he read and followed 
God’s Word daily. We know God 
welcomed Glen into Heaven as his 
good and faithful servant.

Glen is survived by his wife, Loralyn, 
and their two children, Loriann 
Herchuk (Kerry) and their four sons 
– Paul, Luke, Joshua and Daniel; and 
Geoff Lorch and his two daughters – 
Shaelyn and Natalie. 

He was pre-deceased by his sister, 
Esther Schmitting (Herb). Glen 
has a niece, Lori Stephenson 
(Gary) in Kincardine, ON and their 
daughter, Larissa Husk (Mike) and 
Aaron Stephenson (Jacqueline); 
nephew Mark (Karen) Schmitting in 
Palmerston, ON and their son, Jake 
and daughter Hannah. 

Glen and his wife served for 45 years 
with Power to Change [P2C] (formerly 
Campus Crusade for Christ) in 
different areas – enjoying his time in 
Graphic Arts particularly. 

Together they served with P2C in 
Australia for six years. Based primarily 
in BC, they had shorter times in 
Fredericton NB, Argentina and the 
Ukraine.  
As a Living Memorial for Glen, 
donations can be made to Power to 
Change. Be sure to note Glen’s name 
or the code XL214EAGL1.

Donate Online: 
https://p2c.com/give/#ways-to-give
Call: 1-855-722-4483
Email: give@p2c.com
Mail: Power to Change, 20385 64 Ave, 
Langley, BC V2Y 1N5

Obituary

Martin, Henry M.
Peacefully passed away into the presence 
of his Lord and Saviour on Tuesday, May 
4, 2021 at his residence, 7219 Line 86, 
Wallenstein, at the age of 94 years, 7 
months and 15 days. Born on September 
19, 1926 to the late Amos C. and Louisa 
M. Martin. On March 19, 1952 he was 
united in holy matrimony to Irene B. 
Martin in Woolwich Township. They 
lived together for 64 years and 28 days. 
The Lord blessed their home with eight 
children: James (Delphine) of Durham, 
Timothy (Anna Mary) of Harriston, Dean 
(Anna) of Wallenstein, the late Dale 
(2021) (MaryAnn) of Ontario, OR, John 
(Ruby) of Alma, Joyce (John E.) Weaver 
of Thamesville, Ruth at home, and 
Cheryl (Marvin) Bauman of Wallenstein. 
He is fondly remembered by his 47 grand 
children and 84 great-grandchildren. 
Survived by his sisters Mary Weber of 
Elmira, Verna Martin of Waterloo, and 
sisters-in-law Wilma Martin of New 
Hamburg, Anna Martin and Eva Martin 
of Elmira. Henry was predeceased by his 
beloved companion Irene in 2016, son 
Dale (2021), grandson Matthew Henry 
Martin (in India 2002), brothers Nelson, 
Emerson, and Clarence, sister Velina 
(Amos L.) Martin, brothers and sisters-
in-law Cleason Weber, Cleon and Cleta 
Martin, Irvin and Selema Bauman, Edgar 
and Maryann Martin, Harvey Martin, 
and step-mother Minerva Martin. Henry 
was a founding member of Calvary 
Conservative Mennonite Church, where 
he was a member at his decease. He was 
ordained to the office of minister (pastor) 
in 1963 and to the office of bishop in 1969 
for the Conservative Mennonite Church 
of Ontario. The family wishes to express 
gratitude for the compassionate nursing 
assistance and care that made it possible 
to care for our father at home. A drive 
past visitation was held on Sunday, 
May 9, 2021 from 2-8 p.m. at Maranatha 
Mennonite Church, 31 John Street, 
Drayton. A drive in service was held at 
2:00 p.m. on Monday, May 10, 2021 at the 
Maranatha Mennonite Church. Family 
burial followed at Calvary Conservative 
Mennonite Cemetery. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Margaret “Peg” Neeb 
July 11 1941 – May 8, 2021

It is with great sadness we announce 
the sudden and peaceful passing of 
Marg Neeb (Lackner) on Saturday, May 
8, at home in Conestogo at 79 years 
of age.

Loving wife and best friend to Elmer 
(Sonny) Neeb, married for 56 years

Cherished mother of Jamie (Kathy) 
and Tracy and grandmother to Jordan 
and Justin.

Marg was born July 11, 1941 to the 
late Arthur and Amelia Lackner. 
Dear sister of Ruth (Terry) Thibideau, 
Joyce Hagen and Ross (Joan) Lackner. 
Sister-in-law to Glen (Lou) Livock and 
Bev Neeb. Predeceased by her sister-
in-law Shirley Livock and brothers-
in-law Wayne Neeb and Bruce Hagen. 
Marg will be missed by many nieces 
and nephews.

Marg was long-time fan of the 
Kitchener Rangers and enjoyed 
winters in Florida with Sonny and 
their Canadian camping friends. 
She had a love and great talent for 
crocheting and needlepoint.

Due to current restrictions, a funeral 
service for immediate family will be 
held at the Memory Gardens Funeral 
Home 2723 Victoria St. N. Breslau 
(519) 904 0400 with burial to follow. 
A celebration of life will be held at a 
future date when safe to do so.

Memorial donations can be made 
to the Canadian Heart and Stroke 
Foundation or to the St. Mary’s 
Hospital Foundation would be 
appreciated by the family

If so desired a book of online 
condolences may be signed at  
www.memorycemetery.ca .

 ❖ www.memorycemetery.ca

Obituary

Nuys, Hans (Johan) 
On Saturday, May 8, 2021 at Grand 
River Hospital at the age of 64. 
Devoted husband and best friend for 
almost 42 years of Deb (Wilken) Nuys 
of Elmira. Dear brother-in-law of Dawn 
Koebel and the late Dave (January 
24, 2021) of Elmira, Brad and Janice 
Wilken of Guelph. Beloved uncle of 
Tina (Mike) Henhoeffer, Dawn Wilken, 
Stephanie (Mike) Pettley, Shannon 
(Brad) Frey; Tara Wilken and Connor 
Wilken; and great-uncle of Aiden, 
Eddie, Zachary, Cora, Ruby, Brooklyn 
and Hudson. Hans will be missed by 
his three sisters Loes, Hennie and 
Suze and his extended family all 
in Holland, brother Arie (Lynda) of 
Cambridge and the Vervoort family 
of Elmira. Predeceased by his parents 
Henk and Sjaan (Groenendijk) Nuys, 
brother Piete and in-laws Ken and 
Shirley Wilken. Hans was an avid 
golfer, enjoyed his all inclusive 
trips down south and his visits to 
Holland. Cremation has taken place. 
A celebration of life will be held at a 
later date. In lieu of flowers, donations 
to Elmira Legion Branch 469, Poppy 
Fund would be appreciated. 

Ik hou van je

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

ObituaryAnniversary

I ♥ my local newspaper.

IN PRINT. IN DEPTH. ONLINE.

Hollinger, David Roger
Passed away unexpectedly at his home 
in Elmira on Thursday, May 6, 2021 
at the age of 68. Dear husband of the 
late Lenora (Sloper) Hollinger (2016). 
Loving father of Janet Hollinger and 
Jason Quill of St. Jacobs, Andrea and 
John Hiebert of Elmira. Lovingly 
remembered by his grandchildren 
Amber Quill (Matthew Forwell), 
Dustin and Willow Quill; Jeffery and 
Jesse Hiebert; and great-grandson 
Hunter Forwell. Survived by brothers 
Jim, Norman, and Roland, brother-in-
law Elvin Martin, and their families. 
Predeceased by his parents Reginald 
and Dorothy (Rogers) Hollinger, sister 
Sandra Martin, and sister-in-law 
Joan Hollinger. David was employed 
at Home Hardware, St. Jacobs for 
49 years and will be missed by all 
his friends and colleagues in the 
warehouse as well as the many people 
whose lives he touched. Cremation 
has taken place and a celebration of 
life will be held when it is safe to do so. 
As expressions of sympathy, donations 
to Elmira Library or Heart and Stroke 
Foundation would be appreciated. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 25th Anniversary
Joe & Donna!

Love your kids & grandkids!

Obituary
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here Local faith groups set to gather online for 
annual Interfaith Community Breakfast on 
May 19, continuing a 46-year tradition ... only 
online this time. The breakfast is set for 7:30 
a.m. via Facebook and Youtube. Instead of 
tucking into eggs, cereal, fruit and smooth-
ies under the same roof, attendees will 
breakfast at home while tuning in virtually. 
www.eventbrite.com

Applications are being accepted until June 
6 to fill a vacancy for a general public repre-
sentative on the Lake Erie Region Source 
Protection Committee. The 24-member 
committee oversees updates of plans to 
protect the sources of municipal drinking 
water and reports on implementation in 
four watersheds, including Grand River.
www.sourcewater.ca/SPC

Interfaith breakfast Source water committee

Laney Campbell and her husband John have been supporting heart surgery patients by providing pillows  Damon MacLean

Volunteers provide a bit of comfort 
for heart-surgery patients

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

THE SPECIAL PILLOWS 
PATIENTS RECEIVE after 
heart surgery at St. Mary’s 
General Hospital aren’t 
just comforting, they’re 
the dedicated handiwork 
of a group of quilters who 
volunteer their time to the 
cause.

It’s requires a steady 
effort, as the Kitchener 
hospital goes through 
about 20 pillows a week.

Elmira’s Laney Camp-
bell got involved four 
years ago when her 
husband underwent heart 
surgery. He was supplied 

with a special pillow that’s 
used to help with the pain 
when a patient coughs 
or sneezes – having had 
the breastbone breached 
during the surgery, 
patients are particularly 
vulnerable to pain from 
some movements.

After his surgery, her 
husband volunteered 
at the hospital, visiting 
others who’d undergone 
the procedure, eventually 
noticing they weren’t 
receiving pillows anymore.

“At that time, there was 
a group that was volun-
teering to make what we 
call the ‘red pillows,’ [but] 
I guess after about eight 

years, they got tired of 
making them,” she said.

When she heard that, 
she came up with the idea 
of approaching her fellow 
quilters to step in.

“I said, ‘hey, you know, 
as quilters, we all have 
leftover fabric. And I bet 
this would be a project 
that they might like to take 
on,’” Campbell explained.

After learning the 
details from the hospital, 
such as the pillows are to 
be a specific size and made 
from certain materials, 
Campbell agreed to the 
project but had to recruit 
some additional hands 
seeing as the hospital goes → PILLOWS 24

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I am 
52 years old and recently 
experienced a severe reac-
tion when I was stung by a 
bee. I do not have any other 
allergies and I do not recall 
having a reaction to a bees-
ting as a child. Is it normal 
to become allergic later 
in life? Is there anything I 
should do to protect myself 
from now on?

ANSWER: Although it's 
uncommon to develop 
an allergy over age 50, it 
can happen. People may 
develop new allergies at all 
stages of life. While having 
one severe reaction to a 
beesting doesn't neces-
sarily mean that you'll 
always have that reaction 
if you get stung again. But 
in a case like yours, it is 
important to consult an 
allergist to be evaluated, 
and if appropriate, develop 
a plan for the future.

When you are stung by a 
bee, the bee jabs a barbed 
stinger into your skin that 
releases venom. Flick the 
barb off with your finger-
nail or a credit card. Don't 
squeeze it, as that may 
inject more venom. Most 
of the time, symptoms 
of beestings are minor 
and localized, involving 
burning pain and itching 
at the site of the sting, 
along with a red welt and 
slight swelling in that area. 
Typically, those symptoms 
can be eased with self-care 
steps, such as applying a 
cold compress to the area; 
taking an over-the-counter 
pain reliever; and applying 
hydrocortisone cream or 
calamine lotion to ease 
redness, itching and swell-
ing. Mild symptoms of a 

beesting usually disappear 
within a day.

Some people who get 
stung by a bee may have 
a stronger reaction, but 
one that doesn't signal a 
significant allergy. These 
moderate reactions may 
include symptoms such 
as redness, itching, pain 
and swelling at the site of 
the sting that then spreads 
to a larger area around 
the sting. It can take from 
about three to 10 days 
for moderate symptoms 
to fade away. If these 
symptoms don't respond 
to the self-care steps 
described above or if they 
are accompanied by fever, 
you should seek medical 
attention.

People who have an 
allergy to bee venom may 
experience severe symp-
toms when they're stung. 
These symptoms, collec-
tively known as anaphy-
laxis, can include swelling, 
flushing and hives at the 
sting site, as well as on 
other areas of the skin that 
are not adjacent to the site. 
Systemic symptoms, such 
as nausea, vomiting, diar-
rhea, shortness of breath, 
wheezing, dizziness, 
lightheadedness and loss 
of consciousness, also can 
occur. These symptoms 
require emergency medi-
cal attention at a hospital 
emergency department. 
It is important to call 911 
if you experience these 
issues. If not treated 
promptly, anaphylaxis can 
be life-threatening.

Again, having one 
severe reaction to a bees-
ting does not mean you 
will experience that reac-

Is it possible to 
develop bee sting 

allergies later in life?

→ MAYO CLINIC 24

Laney Campbell spearheads effort to provide special pillows to St. Mary’s Hospital
through 20 per week.  

Since then, Camp-
bell has received help 
from quilting groups to 
continue with the project.

“I approached the 
Needle Sisters and I 
approached the Tangled 
Threads. And they said, 
‘yeah, sure, we’ll make the 
casings.’ Then, with a little 
bit of shopping around, I 
found that I could get the 
stuffing down at Custom 
Foam [in Kitchener]. When 
they found out what we 
were using them for, they 
volunteered to donate the 
stuffing for the pillows to 
us.” 

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

We Offer Roadside Assistance
A reminder to all of our customers that you have the 
benefi t of our nationwide, complimentary roadside 
assistance. You are our top priority and we want to 
be your fi rst call when vehicle emergencies occur. 

If you ever have any questions regarding this program 
please let us know!

519-669-1082
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 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

What is the Church and 
Why Does it Exist?

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Erv Wiens Preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y
ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

TUESDAY, MAY 18
▢ Women's Pelvic Health. At this Woolwich Commu-
nity Health Centre presentation learn what your 
pelvic floor does, signs of Pelvic Floor Dysfunction 
& common pelvic conditions. Join us at 6:30 p.m. 
virtually using Zoom. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca 
for your invitation.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26
▢ Postual Alighnment: Does it Matter? Learn about 
alignment effects on joints, muscles, our balance, 
strength and freedom to move. Presentation at 
1:30 p.m. virtually by Woolwich Community Health 
Centre's physiotherapist, Bernadette. Email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your Zoom invitation.

FRIDAY, MAY 28
▢ Turkey Stew Dinner at the Elmira Legion. Curbside 
pick up only from 5 p.m to 6:30 p.m. $10/person. 
Turkey stew with broccoli salad, a roll and dessert. 
Tor order call Robin 519-897-1618.

TUESDAY, JUNE 1
▢ Services for Seniors. In this Woolwich Community 
Health Centre presentation you will learn about 
social and recreational services available to seniors, 
services offered by Community Care Concepts, 
dental services and more. Join us at 1:30 p.m. virtu-
ally using Zoom. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your 
invitation.

MONDAY, JUNE 21
▢ Woolwich Gardeners Virtual Speaker Cathy 
Nesbitt "Simplicity of Sprouts" (Propagating Health 
and Wellness).Join us at 7 p.m. A Zoom link will be 
sent to members. Contact us at woolwichgarden-
ers@gmail.com or call Mary Austin (Membership) at 
519-669-2617.

The WRSF will initially address the antic-
ipated unprecedented needs that many 
Woolwich residents will experience due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  However, the WRSF will 
continue to address ongoing needs experi-
enced by Woolwich residents long after the 
pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide for 
the individual.

While eligibility practices and an applica-
tion process are in place, it should be noted 
that in unique, complex, crisis and acute 
circumstances funds may be provided at the 
discretion of the Fund Review Committee, 
assuming the core criteria of the fund are met.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND:

Leeway in the mixture 
of some favourites

So what are we 
making, really?

Is it turkey dinner? Is 
it a chili? Is it macaroni & 
cheese? Or is it something 
completely different?

I’d say it’s actually all of 
the above ... and more!

This is a great recipe for 
experimenting with and 
also to turn one meal into 
the next.

Ground turkey was 
something that didn’t 
even exist, say, 30 years 
ago, but is now a staple 
of your local grocery 
store shelves. It is a great 
lower-fat option for all 
of your favourite ground 
beef recipes and also 
gives it a little different 
spin.

This makes a great and 
easy chili that you could 

certainly just eat on its 
own for dinner one night 
and then turn it into a 
Tex-Mex mac & cheese 
the next to use up the 
leftovers. (Actually chili 
prefers to be called previ-
ously cooked.)

One could omit the 
beans and chili and add 
oregano and basil and 
call it Italian style “Mac.”

Really you could add or 
subtract other veggies or 
flavours and turn it into 
anything you want.

You could call it 
anything you want as 
long as you don’t forget to 
call me for dinner!

ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts private 
events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast 
and lunch in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

Turkey Chili Mac & Cheese
▢ 1 Tbsp. extra virgin 
olive oil

▢ 2 cups finely 
chopped onion

▢ 1 jalapeño, seeded 
and diced 

▢ 4 cloves garlic, 
minced

▢ 1 tsp. each ground 
cumin and chili powder

▢ 1⁄2 tsp. salt

▢ 1 lb ground turkey 

▢ 1 can (540 ml) black 
beans, drained and 
rinsed 

▢ 1 can (796 ml) diced 
tomatoes 

▢ 2 cups (500 ml) 
macaroni or other pasta

▢ 1 Tbsp. chopped 
fresh cilantro (optional)

1. Heat oil in large 
frying pan over 
medium heat; cook 
onion and jalapeño (if 
using), stirring often, 
for 5 to 6 minutes or 
until softened. Stir 
in garlic, cumin, chili 
powder and salt; cook, 
stirring, for 1 minute, 
adding a little bit of 
water to pan if needed 
to prevent sticking.

2. Push onion mixture 
to side of pan; add 
turkey. Cook, break-
ing up with wooden 
spoon, for 2 minutes. 
Stir onion mixture 

into turkey; continue 
to cook, stirring, for 
about 5 minutes or 
until turkey is cooked 
through. Stir in beans 
and tomatoes; reduce 
heat to medium-low. 
Cover and simmer 
for about 7 minutes.

3. Cook pasta in large 
saucepan of boiling 
water for 5 minutes 
or until softened but 
still quite firm (it will 
cook further in hot 
chili). Drain well; stir 
into chili. Remove from 
heat; stir in cilantro, 
if you’re using it.

CHEF   
DUFF 

Recipes from 
the chef's table

ON THE MENU
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Corn, Tomato and Bacon Galette
▢ All-purpose flour 
(for sprinkling on 
counter)

▢ 1 pie dough (make 
your own or use 1 
round store-bought)

▢ 3 slices bacon

▢ 1 cup frozen corn, 
thawed and patted dry

▢ 1 cup (6 ounces) 
cherry tomatoes, 
halved

▢ 1⁄2 cup shredded 
cheddar cheese (2 
ounces)

▢ 1 garlic clove, 
peeled and minced

▢ 1⁄4 teaspoon salt

▢ 1⁄4 cup grated 
Parmesan cheese (1⁄2 
ounce)

▢ 1 large egg, 
cracked into bowl and 
lightly beaten with 
fork

▢ 1 scallion, dark 
green part only, sliced 
thin

1. Adjust the oven rack 
to the lower/middle 
position and heat oven 
to 375 degrees. Line a 
rimmed baking sheet 
with parchment paper.

2. If using homemade 
pie dough, sprinkle flour 
over a clean counter. 
Place dough on floured 
counter and sprinkle 
dough with a little extra 
flour. Use a rolling pin to 
roll dough into a 12-inch 
circle, rotating the 
dough and reflouring the 
counter in between rolls. 
(Store-bought dough 
is already rolled out.)

3. Gently transfer the 

dough to the parch-
ment-lined baking sheet. 
Cover the baking sheet 
loosely with plastic wrap 
and refrigerate while 
making the filling.

4. Line a micro-
wave-safe plate with 
two paper towels and 
place the bacon on top. 
Top with two more paper 
towels. Microwave until 
the bacon is crispy, 3 to 
5 minutes. Remove the 
plate from the micro-
wave. Let bacon cool.

5. In a large bowl, 
use a rubber spatula 
to stir together corn, 
tomatoes, cheddar 

cheese, garlic and salt.

6. Remove the baking 
sheet from the refrigera-
tor and discard the plas-
tic. Sprinkle Parmesan 
cheese evenly over the 
dough, leaving a 2-inch 
border around the edge. 
Use a rubber spatula 
to spread the corn-to-
mato mixture over the 
Parmesan. Crumble 
cooked bacon over top.

7. Fold a 2 inch border 
of dough up and over 
the edge of the filling. 
Continue folding, over-
lapping folds of dough 
every 2 inches, until you 
get all the way around 
the galette. Use a pastry 
brush to paint dough 
with a beaten egg.

8. Place the baking 
sheet in the oven and 
bake until the dough 
is golden brown, 45 to 
50 minutes. Transfer to 
a cooling rack. Let the 
galette cool on baking 
sheet for 15 minutes. 
Transfer the galette to 
cutting board. Sprinkle 
scallion greens over the 
filling. Slice into wedges 
and serve warm or at 
room temperature.

ACROSS
1. Ulex europaeus)
5. Phase
10. Common request
14. Malicious
15. Bearing a tendril
16. Locks
18. Zoboomafoo
20. Entanglement
21. Oklahoma city
22. Plant disease
24. Skill
26. Stem
28. Nickname for 

Debborah
29. New: Prefix
30. Amiss
33. Lepidium sativum
35. Bring up
37. Prefix with scope 

or meter
39. Pledge
40. Mideast hot spot
42. Pick on
43. reshape

45. Spent
48. Some forensic 

evidence
49. Open, in a way
50. Town in India
52. Made up of limestone
53. Worship
54. Grand
56. "Buddenbrooks" author
57. First word of 

"The Raven"
58. Hasenpfeffer, e.g.
59. TV control
60. "The Sun ___ Rises"
61. Adolescent

DOWN
1. Neuter
2. Lapsed
3. Frost-covered
4. Insulting remarks
5. Canine command
6. Jokers
7. Field of study
8. Ascend

9. Sandal
11. A synagogue
12. C5H11NO2
13. Ski trail
17. Viscose fabric
19. Campus military org.
21. Leg bone
23. Hawaiian tuber
25. Santa Claus feature
27. Absorbed, in a way
30. Pick, with "for"
31. Graze
32. Gold, __and myrrh
34. Jerk
36. Crouch
38. English mathematician
41. Quash
44. Discontinued
46. Hit the slopes
47. Racket
49. __ vs Them
50. Important partner
51. Arterial forceps
55. Curved roof tile

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword 
is only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

ↆ X - W O R D

ↆ S U D O K U

TIM LOUIS

1187 Fischer-Hallman Rd. 
Unit 624, Kitchener, ON N2E 4H9
(519) 578-3777
Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca
TimLouisMP.ca

Member of Parliament
Kitchener-Conestoga

This savoury galette makes
 a great lunch or dinner

A galette is like a pie, 
except the crust is 

only on the bottom and 
the sides and it's a totally 
free-form dish. No pie 
plate here!

A good galette has a 
crust that is nice and 
crisp. But the filling can 
create a problem. Most 
veggies are filled with 

water, which can make 
the crust wet. The solu-
tion? We put a layer of 
grated Parmesan cheese 
on the bottom of the 
galette before adding 

the filling. This creates a 
(delicious!) barrier against 
any excess water.

If you don't want to 
make the dough yourself, 
feel free to use a store-
bought dough. Also, it's 
important to bake the 
galette right after assem-
bling it. Don't let it sit 
around and get soggy!

ↆ For 25 years, confident 
cooks in the know have relied 
on America's Test Kitchen for 
rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional 
test cooks and vetted by 
60,000 at-home recipe testers. 
See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com
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tion if you get stung 
again. But you should 
speak to an allergist for a 
potential evaluation for a 
venom allergy, which can 
be done via a blood or skin 
test, or sometimes both.

The evaluation may 
include testing for other 
potential problems, too, 
to see if there might be 
another underlying issue 
that could have contrib-
uted to your reaction. 

An example of this is a 
disorder called systemic 
mastocytosis, which can 
trigger symptoms similar 
to that of a bee venom 
allergy.

Depending on the 
test results, you may be 
a candidate for venom 
immunotherapy. This 
treatment, involving a 
series of shots given regu-
larly over several years, 
can desensitize you to bee 
venom and significantly 

reduce your risk of having 
another severe reaction.

You also may be 
prescribed an epineph-
rine autoinjector to carry 
with you at all times. You 
can use these autoin-
jectors to relieve severe 
symptoms if you are stung 
again. In addition, your 
allergist can work with 
you to develop an allergic 
reaction action plan, so if 
you are stung again, you 
know what to do. 

MAYO CLINIC: Be prepared for an allergic reaction
→ MAYO 21

We Buy
Antiques
Vintage 

Collectibles
and 

Estates

We are respectful of your items and offer fair market value.

Please contact Kris at: 519-744-8392
email:  buciorpl@gmail.com   Text •  Call  • or Email!

‘If It’s Old - We Are Buyers’
B&W Photos • Postcards • Coins • Bank Notes • Records • Toys 

• Jewelery • Watches • Fishing & Hunting • Oil & Beverage Signs/Cans 
• Military Badges, Medals, Uniforms • Jars & Bottles • Tools • Clocks

Moving, Downsizing, 
Estate Cleanout?
Moving, Downsizing, 
Estate Cleanout?

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

8”X8”8”X8”
HEXAGONHEXAGON

TILESTILES

$$336767
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

GLUE DOWNGLUE DOWN
LUXURYLUXURY

VINYLVINYL

$$110000
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

12”X24”12”X24”
PORCELAIN PORCELAIN 

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

3/4” THICK 6.5” WIDE3/4” THICK 6.5” WIDE
WHITE OAK WHITE OAK 

ENGINEERED HARDWOODENGINEERED HARDWOOD

$$449999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

IN STOCK!

AC4 COMMERCIALAC4 COMMERCIAL
12MM THICK12MM THICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115959
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

3”X6” OR 4”X12”3”X6” OR 4”X12”
SUBWAYSUBWAY

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

MDF PRIMED WHITEMDF PRIMED WHITE
BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS

MANY STYLES & SIZESMANY STYLES & SIZES

6767¢¢
FROM PER 

LIN FT

IN STOCK!

CURBSIDE PICKUP

OVER 1,000 PRODUCTS NOW ONLINE 
AVAILABLE FOR CURBSIDE PICKUP!

M O N - F R I 9 A M - 6 P M S A T 9 A M - 6 P M S U N 1 0 A M - 5 P M

AVAILABLE ONLINE

AVAILABLE ONLINE

AVAILABLE ONLINE AVAILABLE ONLINE

AVAILABLE ONLINE

AVAILABLE ONLINE

IN STOCK!

47” WIDE VINYL47” WIDE VINYL
STAIR TREADS STAIR TREADS 

STEP & RISER INCLUDEDSTEP & RISER INCLUDED

$$65659999
FROM EACH

AVAILABLE ONLINE

There was some lag in 
the supply while the new 
groups took on the volun-
teer work, but the hospital 
has been happy ever since, 
she said. For Campbell, 
the project has remained 
a worthwhile cause all of 
these years.

“It’s something I like 
doing. And so far, the 
girls have been very 
good at keeping me with 
casings. I don’t know how 

much longer it’s going 
to continue, but as long 
as I get the casings, I will 
continue the project. 
It’s a worthwhile proj-
ect because I saw what 
the pillow meant to my 
husband. And, of course, 
we’ve had a lot of feedback 
since then about people 
who have used these 
pillows. We don’t advertise 
on the pillow at all that 
we are the ones that are 
making them – they’re just 

given the pillow post-sur-
gery, and I guess 90 per 
cent of patients don’t 
really know even where 
they came from.” 

With COVID ongoing, 
the project has shifted 
from in-person stuffing 
visits over coffee with the 
volunteers to cases being 
dropped off to Campbell, 
where she stuffs on her 
own. Her husband contin-
ues to drop off the pillows 
week by week. 

PILLOWS: Doing something to help others

Elmira's John and Laney Campbell with some of the pillows made by local quilters. The items are 
destined for heart-surgery patients at St. Mary's General Hospital. Damon MacLean

→PILLOW 21


