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WOOLWICH WILL GET 
$447,000 AND Wellesley 
$166,000 in the latest 
round of pandemic relief 
funding from the prov-
ince, with a total of $18 
million earmarked across 
the Region of Waterloo.

The funding was 

Province provides another $18 million in pandemic relief to region

As part of International Women’s Day on Monday, the Waterloo Wellington Flight 
Centre recognized the local women of aviation with a ‘You go girl’ event at the 
Breslau airport. Damon MacLean

announced last week by 
Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris, who 
said the money is to help 
municipalities continue 
to provide critical 
services. It will also help 
them offset pandem-
ic-related costs such as 
buying personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) 
and cleaning supplies, as 

well as enhanced bylaw 
enforcement. 

In total, $18,058,694 
will be divided between 
the three cities, four 
townships and the 
Region of Waterloo 
itself. The funding will 
come from the Safe 
Restart Agreement, and 
is part of $500-million 
being distributed to 444 

municipalities across the 
province.

“This kind of builds off 
what we had launched 
before. Obviously as the 
pandemic continues, 
we’re asking municipal 
buildings and things to 
be closed that might be 
generating revenue,” said 
Harris. 

“The interesting thing 

with municipalities 
is they have to run a 
balanced budget – they 
can’t run a deficit. So, this 
is really good for them 
to be able to help offset 
some of the extra costs 
they’ve had to incur or 
revenue that they would 
have lost from, say, 
facility rentals like arena 
rentals or something like 

that,” he added.
“Another thing that 

they can use it for to is 
offsetting lost revenue. 
So, from ice time facility 
rentals, maybe provincial 
offenses fines that they 
would have been receiv-
ing as well, with less 
people on the roads or 
less people travelling and 

→ RELIEF FUNDING 6



2  |  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, March 11, 2021

4C

 
             

Dawn-Marie Mills
®

None

100% of Final Size
5" x 13.5" 
None 
5" x 13.5" 
None
5" x 13.5"
None

 
 

None1

170909-1
111170909-1

 Cyan,  Magenta,  Yellow,  Black

             

 

Cossette MINISTRY OF HEALTH
Covid-19 Print
170909-1_MOH_COVIDWAKEUPCALL_SG_5x-

2-11-2021 12:14 PM

Violet K. / Evan B 
Shireen Kok / Robin Osmond

Julia Morra / Emma Wright

Social  
gatherings can  
have deadly  
consequences.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Stay home to stop  
the spread of COVID-19.  
Learn more at  
ontario.ca/covid-19

T:5"

T:13.5"

AVAILABLE JUNE 1, 2021. 3 RIVERSIDE DR W ELMIRA. 
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Quality built by

6 BRAND NEW,

LUXURY
RENTAL SUITES

2 BEDROOM SUITES
3 BEDROOM SUITES

FEATURES
Solid stone counters, custom maple 
cabinetry, full size stainless appliances 
including dishwasher, tiled backsplash, 
tiled tub/showers, individually controlled 
heating and cooling, luxury vinyl flooring 
throughout, softened water, on site 
laundry, some have private terraces.

STARTING AT
$1950/M + UTILITIES

Retirees welcome. First come first served.

VARIETY OF 
FLOORPLANS TO 
CHOOSE FROM.  

3X
3X

Floorplans available to view.

A fire in a summer kitchen at a Floradale Road farm property Wednesday afternoon saw firefighters 
respond from the Floradale, Elmira, St. Jacobs and Conestogo stations. No one was injured, and the 
Woolwich Fire Department estimated the damage at $100,000.  Damon MacLean
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three There were 597 residential homes sold 
through the MLS system of the Kitch-
ener-Waterloo Association of Realtors in 
February, an increase of 27.8% compared 
to February 2020. The average sale price 
of all residential properties sold in 2021 
increased by 32.1%, with the average price 
of a detached home reaching $910,126, an 
increase of 35.4%.

Woolwich this week unveiled a series of 
measures aimed at boosting the economic 
fortunes of township farmers. Revamping its 
official plan and zoning bylaws, the township 
wants to provide more leeway for farmers 
to earn extra income from their properties.
From the Mar. 10, 2007 edition of The Observer

Housing prices skyrocket From the archives

building centre
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Heidi Wagner of the Woolwich Community Health Centre has been forced to cancel the farm rally again this year. Damon MacLean

Farm safety rally nixed for a second year
Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

CANCELLED LAST YEAR 
AFTER MORE than half 
a century, the annual St. 
Jacobs farm safety rally 
has again fallen victim to 
the pandemic. 

While Canadian Agri-
cultural Safety Week 
arrives as of Sunday, there 
won’t be the traditional 
in-person event, says 
organizer Heidi Wagner, 
a rural community health 
worker with the Wool-
wich Community Health 
Centre (WCHC).

“We’ve always had it 
for more than 50 years. 
It’s been here at the 
community centre, at 
The Lions Hall here in St. 
Jacobs, and our audience 

consists of a lot of local 
rural families, many of 
which would be Old Order 
Mennonites and conser-
vative Mennonites. So, 
a virtual presentation 
is not conducive to that 
audience, because they 
really don’t have access 
to a lot of computers and 
internet and those sorts 
of modern equipment. It 
really is something that 
we can only do in person,” 
she said of why there was 
no transition to an online 
forum, as with some other 
events.

The same barriers 
have made it difficult for 
WCHC to carry out many 
of its programs with rural 
residents of the town-
ships, Wagner added.

While the pandemic 

and resultant public 
health guidelines have 
restricted public gath-
erings such as the rally, 
there are pressing issues 
raised during Canadian 
Agricultural Safety Week 
that need to be shared 
nonetheless, she said. 
In particular, there are 
growing concerns about 
mental health and chil-
dren’s safety given that 
people have been spend-
ing more time isolated at 
home.

In terms of promoting 
better mental health, 
Wagner said it’s important 
that people “be aware to 
take care of themselves, 
and if they find that they 
are struggling mentally to 
reach out for help, either 
from a counseling group 

or even just to talk to a 
family member or friend 
is often enough just to sort 
of get it off your chest.” 

As for child safety, an 
issue that’s always on the 
agenda, she urges farmers 
to remain vigilant, not 
taking their eyes off of 
children in the vicinity 
of farm equipment and 
animals. 

Wagner also had words 
of encouragement for 
farmers as they head into 
the busy season ahead.

“Be vigilant. Even 
though we can’t meet 
in person, we’re hoping 
to have a safe planting 
season because that is 
coming up again now. In 
April and May, the farm-
ers will all be busy – they 

→ SAFETY 6

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

OUT 100 PER CENT OF its 
revenues in the past year, 
Drayton Entertainment 
is getting some funding 
support from the munic-
ipalities where it oper-
ates theatres, including 
$25,000 from Woolwich 
Township.

The money approved 
Tuesday night by council 
will help maintain the 
organization’s facilities 
in the township, the St. 
Jacobs Country Playhouse 
and St. Jacobs School-
house Theatre.

Council’s support 
followed a presentation 
by Alex Mustakas, Dray-
ton’s artistic director, who 
noted the organization has 
never asked for operating 
money for its venues. 
Established in 1991 at 
the Drayton Festival 
Theatre, the charitable 
group expanded first to 
St. Jacobs in 1997 and now 
runs seven venues.

“Since our inception, 
we’ve received zero 
operating funds from any 
level of government or 
arts council. In contrast, 
most professional theatres 
and performing arts 
facilities do receive some 
type of annual operating 
support,” said Mustakas, 
noting these are extraordi-
nary times.

“We are also lucky 
compared to many of our 

Funding from township’s share of 
accommodation tax comes after appeal 
from Drayton Entertainment’s Mustakas

industry peers in that we 
had the good fortune and 
vision to set up a stabili-
zation fund 30 years ago 
to navigate a crisis like 
this – no one predicted a 
pandemic, but we did set 
money aside every year.

“We would not have 
survived this if we hadn’t 
set up that fund.”

Municipal funding will 
help pay for utility bills 
and basic maintenance as 
the theatres sit empty, as 
has been the case for more 
than a year now.

Mustakas said he 
expects the buildings to 
be idle for most of this 
year, too, with pandemic 
restrictions perhaps being 
lifted in time for a Christ-
mas show. 

“I don’t see a light at the 
end of the tunnel.”

Drayton Entertain-
ment has been pledged 
$192,500 from the City 
of Cambridge, $30,000 
in one-time emergency 
funding from Mapleton 
Township, and $25,000 
from the Municipality of 
South Huron in support 
of the Huron Country 
Playhouse in Grand Bend. 
As well, $30,000 has been 
pledged to help cover the 
operation costs of King’s 
Wharf Theatre in Penetan-
guishene.

In Woolwich’s case, 
$25,000 will be drawn 
from the township’s share 
of The Municipal Accom-

Woolwich council 
pledges $25,000
to support two 
theatres in St. Jacobs

→ LIFELINE 7

Pandemic forces another cancellation for Canadian Agriculture Safety Week
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cn.ca

COMMUNITY NOTICE
ANNUAL VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Every year, CN is required to clear its right-of-way of any vegetation that may pose  
a safety hazard. Vegetation on railway right-of-way, if left uncontrolled, can contribute  
to trackside fires and impair proper inspection of track infrastructure.

For safe railway operations, CN will conduct its  annual vegetation control program  
on its rail lines in the province of Ontario. A certified professional will be applying  
herbicides on wand around the railway tracks (primarily along the 16 feet graveled 
area/ballast). All product requirements for setbacks in the vicinity of dwellings, aquatic 
environments and municipal water supplies will be met.

The program is expected to take place from April to October 2021.  
Visit www.cn.ca/vegetation to see the list of cities as well as the updated schedule.  
 
For more information, contact the CN Public Inquiry Line at contact@cn.ca  
or 1-888-888-5909.

by Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

FLOODING SEASON ON 
THE HORIZON, most 
Canadian municipalities 
aren’t as well prepared as 
they should be. Collec-
tively, they received a C+ 
in the latest assessment by 
Intact Centre on Climate 
Adaptation at the Univer-
sity of Waterloo.

The centre carries out 
flood-preparedness stud-
ies every five years, noting 
the overall grade remains 
unchanged from the last 
time around. Figures are 
based on responses from 
53 municipal officers 
responsible for emergency 
management, including 
floods, which are typically 
the country’s most expen-
sive natural disasters.

Since the last study, 
some municipalities 
improved, while others 
declined, keeping the 
natural average at the 
same level, said ICCA head 
Prof. Blair Feltmate.

“The average score 
for Canadian cities for 
flood preparedness in 
2019/2020 was C+. In 
2015 the average score for 
Canadian cities was C+, so 
the average score did not 
change in approximately 
five years. However, some 
cities did improve their 
score substantially and 
received a fairly high level 
of scoring. Edmonton, 
Regina and Toronto all 
received a B+. Their scores 
improved from five years 
ago, which means other 
cities did more poorly. It 
surprised us a little bit that 

Municipal flood preparedness grade remains unchanged five years after last study

some cities have literally 
gone backward in their 
scoring,” said Feltmate. 
“Some cities are still really 
not getting the messaging 
that flood risk is here, it’s 
here to stay. 

From the data released, 
cities that saw the biggest 
drop in their flood 
preparedness grade over 
five years were Charlotte-
town, where the score 
went to D+ from C-, and 
Winnipeg, which got a D 
after receiving a B+ five 
years earlier.

Cities which saw scores 
jump the most include 
Halifax, where the score 
increased to B- from D, 
and Regina, which rose to 
B+ from C-.

The closest city to 
Waterloo Region from the 
listed 16 in the study is 
Toronto – which received a 
score of B+. Having one of 
the highest preparedness 
grades in the study is an 
accomplishment, along-
side increasing their score 
from the prior study, B-.

While not graded, 

Waterloo Region and 
its municipalities have 
emergency management 
plans, including those for 
flooding, which is often 
coordinated with the 
Grand River Conservation 
Authority (GRCA).

Each municipality has 
its own preparations, with 
the GRCA responsible for 
dams and reservoirs along 
the Grand River system. 
Agency spokesman 
Cameron Linwood notes 
many communities within 
the watershed are at risk 
from flooding.

“Like many communi-
ties throughout the Grand 
River watershed, Waterloo 
Region has properties and 
infrastructure located 
within the floodplain that 
are impacted, and will 
continue to be impacted, 
by riverine flooding. The 
primary risks to these 
areas include annual 
spring flooding due to 
snowmelt, as well as ice 
jam-related flooding, 
which can often occur 
during rapid spring melt 

or rainfall events. These 
communities are also 
susceptible to extreme 

2020, where high volumes 
of rainfall were received 
during a condensed period 
of time, resulting in flood-
ing,” said Linwood. 

“Residents and busi-
nesses located within the 
floodplains should remain 
vigilant and familiar with 
their municipal flood 
notification and response 
procedures in the event of 
flooding. Further to this, 
those people who have 
properties located within 
the floodplain should 
be aware of actions they 
can take to prepare for 
and reduce the impact of 
flooding on their proper-
ties.”

The GRCA asked for the closure Wednesday of the low-level bridge on Three Bridges Road due to flooding concerns. Damon MacLean

weather events such as 
those which occurred in 
June 2017 and January 

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

THE PANDEMIC HAS 
FORCED THE cancella-
tion of many fundraising 
events over the past year, 
making it difficult for 
community groups and 
service clubs to maintain 
their usual activities. The 
Lions Club is no exception.

In many cases, they’ve 
taken their efforts into 
the virtual realm, as is the 
case with the ‘March Into 
Spring’ online auction, 
in support of the Lions 
Foundation of Canada Dog 
Guides. 

The Floradale Friends of 
Dog Guides Lions Branch 
Club is hosting its second 
online auction and their 
first event of the year. 
After the success of their 
first auction in the fall, 
they hope to continue 
their work in the commu-
nity and help those who 
are in need of a guide dog, 
says club secretary and 
event organizer Marlene 
Creech.

“This is a fundraising 
effort for Lions Founda-

Floradale Friends of Dog Guides 
hosting second online auction

tion Dog Guides of Canada 
– that’s what we do. All of 
the money that we raise, 
and all the money that 
people donate through 
us, goes to the training of 
service dogs for people 
who need the service dogs. 

“This has been a diffi-
cult year for dog guides 
for training, they got shut 
down for a while and it’s 
been a real struggle and 
they still are not 100 per 
cent back up and running. 
That organization relies 
100 per cent on donations 
from people… for the 
training of these service 
dogs. So, that’s our main 
message that this is 100 
per cent to raise money for 
dog guides,” said Creech. 

Being hosted completely 
on Facebook, the event 
started March 8 and runs 
until March 19. Creech 
says it is nice to be able 
to host an event during 
these times and picked 
this platform because she 
saw another auction held 
on there previously and 
wanted to build on the 
success of the fall event.

“Because of the whole 

pandemic thing, we can’t 
do our normal fundraising 
events that we usually do 
in person with our foster 
puppies. So, to be able 
to do something online 
through Facebook or 
whatever, and still raise 
a significant amount of 
money is really exciting.”

There are more than 50 
items available through 
the auction, including 
many items for dogs. The 
likes of jackets, treats, 
leashes and collars are all 
up for grabs, in addition 
to items such as purses, 
jewellery and gift cards. 

Creech said the goal is to 
raise $2,000 through this 
spring auction – around 
the same amount they 
raised during their previ-
ous auction in the fall. 

For those who wish to 
take part in the online 
auction, simply go to Face-
book and search ‘Floradale 
Online Auction 2021.’

Joining the group there 
will allow bids on items 
and helping to raise funds 
for dog guide training. 

The auction runs until 
March. 19 at 6 p.m.

Marlene Creech, organizer of the March into Spring online auction, hopes to use the success of the 
previous event to raise funds for dog guide training.  Sean Heeger
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by Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

A YEAR INTO THE 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Waterloo Region’s numbers 
remain relatively high, but 
are considered stable. 

There have been 11,091 
cases since the virus was 
first identified in the region 
one year ago. There have 
been 236 fatalities since 
that time. Currently, there 
are 347 active cases, lower 
than the post-holiday peak, 
but higher than the lulls 
seen over the summer. 

The coronavirus proved 
to be a major challenge for 
healthcare providers in the 
region, Dr. Rob Chernish 
said as part of last Friday’s 
weekly pandemic update 
from the region. Chernish 
had firsthand experience 
with the virus’ impact 
while serving a critical care 
physician with St. Mary’s 
General Hospital and work-
ing as a respirology consul-
tant with Grand River .

The virus’ arrival in the 
region found the hospital 
system already overbur-
dened.

“Before there was ever 
COVID, we would operate 
at 85 to 90 per cent capac-

 Region marks a year since the start of 
pandemic, with numbers high but stable

ity. So there really wasn’t 
any room to absorb a 
pandemic,” he said, noting 
the system was quickly 
overwhelmed. 

There were no quick 
fixes, he added, pointing to 
the amount of time it takes 
to train an intensive care 
unit nurse, for example.

“To be an ICU nurse, you 
have to go through your 
basic nursing training, 
then you need additional 
training and then you need 
experience. So when you 
realize you need these 
people, you can’t just throw 
money at the problem 
and they appear the next 
day. The nursing ratio is 
one nurse to one patient, 
maybe one or two if you 
stretch it, so that was scary 
because that’s where we 
were going to have our 
biggest problem. But we 
got through; the numbers 
went down again.” 

The second wave saw 
the system being over-
whelmed, reaching points 
unseen in the first wave. 
Today, the numbers 
are climbing following 
decreases in December. 

“The changes you make 
in the community are 
essential, because even a 

small blip, and even a few 
patients coming to critical 
care can derail the entire 
system. The last thing we 
want to have to do – and 
thank goodness we haven’t 
had to do it – is decide 
who doesn’t get care,” said 
Chernish.

The region is currently 
monitoring outbreaks 
at 26 locations, though 
the two cases at Elmira 
District Secondary School 
announced this week aren’t 
included.

“We don’t typically talk 
about individual cases. In 
general, when there is a 
case in a school, whether 
it be a teacher or a student, 
we do an assessment, 
like we do with all cases 
to determine who’s at 
risk, whether it be fellow 
classmates, plus cohorts 
or other teachers,” said 
associate medical officer 
of health Dr. Julie Emili. 
“In general, we don’t get 
into details about specific 
cases – that’s the process 
we would follow with the 
school.” 

According to a statement 
from the Waterloo Region 
District School Board, 
public health has identi-
fied all high-risk contacts, 

with some staff and other 
students have been asked 
to self-isolate. The two 
students were last in school 
on March 1.  

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, there were 168 
active cases, up from 155 a 
week earlier. That catch-
ment area’s cumulative 
total was 4,872, of which 
4,600 (94.4 per cent) have 
been resolved. There have 
been a total of 104 fatalities 
since the pandemic began, 
none in the past week.

The province is seeing 
some slight increase in 
the number of weekly 
cases, with the total now at 
311,112,  an increase of some 
9,000 in the past week.

There have been 7,003 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a 
mortality rate of 2.3 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
292,806 cases (94.1 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
30,179 active cases, a slight 
decrease in the past week. 
The cumulative total of 
confirmed cases now 
stands at 893,518, with 
22,304 related deaths, a 
mortality rate of 2.5 per 
cent.

by Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

THE MIDWEEK 
WEATHER HAD US 
thinking of spring, but 
winter’s not done just yet. 

Temperatures reached 
double-digits this week, 
but will fall back to 
seasonal levels, with 
precipitation showing up 
as snow.

While we can expect 
milder-than-average 
temperatures in the 
season that arrives next 
week, spring is always 
unpredictable, says David 
Phillips, senior climatol-
ogist with Environment 
Canada.

“Spring is what it is: 
it’s very fickle and fitful 
[and] it comes and it goes. 

Some spring temperatures, but winter’s not done with us yet
You have winter wanting 
to hang on and summer 
wanting to get a foothold, 
but that is what spring is, 
the transition season. It 
is often the shortest, it’s 
always reluctant to arrive,” 
he said.

“Because we changed 
the calendar in March, 
people are talking about 
spring. You can’t smell it 
yet – smelling of it comes 
a little later – but clearly, 
it’s on people’s minds. I 
mean, we deal with winter, 
but we want it to be over. 
And so, what we hope for, 
wish for, is not necessarily 
what nature delivers,” said 
Phillips.

“It’s almost extreme 
maple syrup kind of 
weather, melting during 
the day and freezing at 

night, except this is prob-
ably a little bit more wild 
than you think. We [saw] 
temperatures that [got] up 
to 10 degrees, double digits 
and then staying that 
way, and rain. And so, it’ll 
feel like spring, it looked 
like spring, but it’s not 
necessarily the coming of 
spring. Typically, after the 
1st of March you still get 
on average, I’m not saying 
this year but on average, 
you still get 34 centimetres 
of snow. I mean, 21 per 
cent of your annual snow-
fall occurs after the 1st of 
March. You’ve never had a 
spring without snow in the 
Kitchener or Guelph area. 
And typically, you can 
have 12 days with measur-
able snow.”

The season’s unpredict-

ability was on display last 
year, he notes.

“Last May, Mother’s Day 
was more like St Patrick’s 
Day. ... Spring is that kind 
of fickle, fitful yo-yo kind 
of weather: back and forth, 
up and down.”

While temperatures 
for March and the rest of 
spring are expected to be 
higher than normal, resi-
dents shouldn’t put away 
the winter clothing just 
yet, he advises. 

Average temperatures 
for the middle of March 
would come in with highs 
of about 4 degrees and 
lows of minus-6. While 
perhaps not as warm as 
people would like, the 
transition is good for 
farmers and for mitigat-
ing flooding, Phillips 

added.
“[It] helps to control the 

water flow, it always runs 
in the day and then kind 
of slows up at night and 
that’s the easy way out. 
You want to get rid of the 
look and the feel of winter 
before you get summer. 
If you go from winter to 
summer it is catastrophic, 
it’s not good for farmers, 
it’s not good for hydrol-
ogy, for flooding, it’s not 
good for a lot of things. 
It’s always good just to 
kind of take its time and 
unfold like it should. The 
sun is higher in the sky 
now, you can feel when 
you’re walking around in 
your area, you can feel 
that sun. Even though 
it’s cool outside, that sun 
is seducing you to come 

out, and feel that warmth. 
The days are getting 
longer, of course, by three 
and a half minutes. So, 
we can feel it we tend to 
want it, and rush it. But 
sometimes it’s best to get 
normal weather, average 
weather.”

With the weather 
outlook promising, Phil-
lips says he expects the 
2021 maple syrup season 
to be very promising with 
near normal temperatures 
right now melting things 
during the day and freez-
ing them again at night. 

“My sense is that this 
is better than most years, 
and better than what 
we’ve had in recent years. 
So, my sense is that maple 
syrup producers will be 
happy.”

Larry Wiens has designed a puzzle box to serve his Elmira neigh-
bourhood, a take-one, leave-one system, geared exclusively to 
jigsaw puzzles. This is the second library system box Wiens has 
created; the first is located outside of the North Waterloo Veter-
inary Clinic. Damon MacLean
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MORE OF US STAY-
ING AT home due to 
the pandemic led to an 
uptick in reading, which 
is perhaps not surprising, 
but it also prompted an 
increase in demand for a 
lesser-known Region of 
Waterloo Library (RWL) 
service: seeds.

As part of an expansion 
of its offerings – think 
movies, video games and 
the like – RWL launched 
a seed library in 2018. Use 
of the service skyrocketed 
last year as the pandemic 
lockdown set in.

The “seed stampede 
of 2020” was caused by a 
number of factors, with 
the pandemic simply 
being one of the biggest, 
says RWL manager of 
library services Sheryl 
Tilley.

“In 2020 our doors 
were closed in May, but 
we made seeds available 
online. And we had such 
a huge uptake from the 
community for our seed 

Library sees big jump in demand for its seed program

library online that we 
called it the seed stam-
pede of 2020, because so 
many people requested 
seeds,” said Tilley. “All of a 

sudden there was an inter-
est in sustainability when 
it came to food sources. I 
think people, because they 
were home more, took the 

I think there’s a certain 
amount of mental health, 
wellness and wellbeing 
associated with being 
outdoors, gardening and 
actually working with the 
soil. So, I think that it all 
works together to make it 
very popular last year.

“Also last year, it was 
the ease of availability 
because people just 
simply went online to 
our website and filled out 
the forms and requested 
seeds and we mailed them 
out. That was the only 
way we could distribute 
last year because we were 
totally shut down due 
to provincial pandemic 
guidelines.”

She says last year, 
the most popular and 
requested seeds included 
basil, beans, lettuce, 
cucumber and peppers, 
especially the hot kind.

Looking towards the 
new year of the seed 
library and beyond, Tilley 
says she hopes to see 
people get into the spirit of 
the service.

“We do hope that it 

Sheryl Tilley with some of the Region of Waterloo Library’s resources for gardeners. Sean Heeger

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

SPRING NOW ON THE 
HORIZON, Wellesley has 
started to line up what 
typically follows the disap-
pearance of the snow: road 
construction projects.

Paving is planned for 
areas around Linwood, 
including Ament Line, 
Gordon Hain Street, Isabella 
Street, Alfred Street, and 
the Linwood Community 

Wellesley lines up paving, gravel road work for the construction season
Centre parking lot.

On the gravel side, work 
is slated for Hutchison 
Road, Hackbart Road, 
Boomer Line, Empey 
Road, Temperance Road, 
Bricker School Line, 
Mallot Road, Powell Road, 
and Sloman Lane.

Meeting by video 
conference Tuesday night, 
township councillors 
awarded a tender to Joe 
Kerr Limited to supply 
and haul gravel for a cost 

not to exceed $288,469.60. 
Brantco Construction’s 
was the winning bid to 
perform asphalt paving 
and sidewalk construc-
tion at a total cost of 
$704,424.24.

Areas which will see 
concrete sidewalks 
include Lawrence Street 
in Wellesley (phase two) 
– infill sidewalk, Isabella 
Street in Linwood – 
remove and replace, and 
Church Street and Charles 
Street in St. Clements – 

infill sidewalk.
In response to Coun. 

Carl Smit’s question about 
whether the sidewalks 
in St. Clements will be 
asphalt or concrete, direc-
tor of public works Chris 
Cook indicated concrete 
will be used.

“There’ll be a boulevard 
on the Church Street side, 
and they’ll be curb-face on 
the Charles Street side,” 
said Cook.

With the gravel contract, 
council voted to increase 

being asked to stay home. 
So, all of these things add 
to the bottom line of what 
municipalities take in 
for revenue. And this will 
help offset some of that.”

Funding is prioritized 
to help the municipal-
ities hardest hit by the 
pandemic, that Harris 
notes the funding is 
divided fairly among 
municipalities so every-
one can get what they 
need. 

“It’s a balanced 

approach when you 
look at all the numbers; 
it’s sort of based off of a 
combination of Munic-
ipal Property Assess-
ment Corporation data, 
how many households, 
taxpayers, etc. there 
would be within each 
municipality. So, I would 
say it’s very fair, it’s very 
equitable.”

He also said the number 
of COVID-19 cases affects 
how much money munic-
ipalities get, with those 
on the higher end of cases 

RELIEF FUNDING: Money to help with increased costs, reduced revenues
→ From 1

becomes self-sustaining. 
We do hope that it deepens 
community ties, because 
people in the community 
will borrow seeds from the 
library, grow their gardens 
and bring the seeds back 
so it does indeed kind of 
[fall] on that circle of life. 
I love the idea that it’s a 
very visual [way] to putting 
down roots in a commu-
nity by growing a garden. 
Not only does the library 
have the seeds to provide, 
we also have amazing 
gardening books to help 
people grow their horticul-
tural knowledge,” Tilley 
added. 

The online request 
form for the seed library 
launched for 2021 last 
week, remaining open 
until the end of April – or 
until supplies last. 

Tilley says despite such 
a short window for online 
requests, the seed library 
is available year-round for 
even the winter gardener. 

For more information, 
or to take out some seeds 
for the spring planting 
season, visit rwlibrary.ca.

opportunity to do [that]. 
Just like with people baking 
more being home during 
COVID, people were home 
to spend time gardening. 

the budget following 
a significant jump in 
the price of the materi-
als. During the budget 
process, the township 
estimated it would require 
22,500 tonnes of gravel at 
a cost of about $275,000, 
but price increases meant 
the budgeted amount 
would provide just 19,300 
tonnes, a 14.3 per cent 
reduction.

Cook recommended a 
five per cent increase in 
the budget to help offset 

that decrease in materials 
at least somewhat, though 
the gravel will be spread 
thinner over the year. Staff 
will monitor the roads for 
any negative impact.

The actual work of 
spreading and grading 
the gravel will be done by 
township public works 
staff  immediately after 
the supply trucks deliver 
the gravel.

About a third of the 
township’s gravel roads are 
worked on each year.

receiving more than those 
places which do not see as 
many.

Of the local funding, 
the regional government 
will get the lion’s share, 
$7,223,586, followed by 
Kitchener at $4,821,933, 
Cambridge ($2,491,652), 
Waterloo ($2,337,340), 
Wilmot ($391,615) 
and North Dumfries 
($180,195).

“The Township of 
Woolwich appreciates 
the continued support 
from the provincial 

government and is proud 
of the successful collab-
orations that we have 
accomplished in these 
extraordinary times. This 
highlights that we are all 
in this together and this 
funding will allow the 
township to continue to 
provide critical services 
without undue burden to 
our residents,” said Wool-
wich Mayor Sandy Shantz 
in a statement following 
the announcement of the 
$446,909 for the town-
ship.

become very busy with 
the work at hand. So, this 
preseason now in March 
is probably a good time to 
prepare your machinery 
and to get physically and 
mentally prepared for 
that busy April, May, June 
stretch that many of them 

SAFETY: Take notice of Ag. week
→ From 3 have to put in.” 

With the rally off again, 
Wagner said she hopes it 
will come back stronger 
in 2022.

For more information 
on Canadian Agricultural 
Safety Week, see the 
website online at www.
casa-acsa.ca.
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Waterloo Regional 
Police have issued a 
warning after seeing 
a spike in catalytic 
converter thefts through-
out the area.

Since January 1, 2021, 
131 catalytic converter 
thefts have been 
reported.

Catalytic converters 
are part of a motor vehi-
cle’s emission system, 
located between the 
engine and muffler.

The public is encour-
aged to remain vigilant 

ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

WRPS warn of spike in catalytic 
converter thefts in area

and report suspicious 
activity or individuals 
to police immediately. 
When possible, motorists 
are encouraged to park 
their vehicles in garages 
or well-lit areas that are 
known to have security 
cameras. 

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding cata-
lytic converter thefts is 
encouraged to contact 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

MARCH 3

9:00 AM | Wellington 
County and Cambridge 
OPP, Township of Wool-
wich Fire Department and 
Region of Waterloo Para-
medic Services responded 
to a serious single- vehicle 
collision on Highway 7 at 
Woolwich-Guelph Town-
line, just west of Guelph. 
A westbound courier truck 
collided with the rear of a 
tractor trailer. The driver 
of the courier truck was 
extricated from the vehi-
cle and transported by 

Ornge air ambulance to a 
trauma centre in Hamilton 
with serious injuries. The 
second driver was trans-
ported to a local hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. The driver of the 
courier vehicle, a 26-year-
old Guelph man, was later 
pronounced deceased in 
hospital. OPP Technical 
Collision Investigators 
(TCI) assisted Welling-
ton County OPP with the 
investigation. Highway 
7 was closed between 
Wellington Road 32 and 
Shantz Station Road for 

several hours to allow for 
investigation. Welling-
ton County OPP is asking 
anyone that may have 
witnessed this collision 
or has dash cam video 
equipped in their vehicles, 
to please call, 1-888-310-
1122.

4:05 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to the area of Weber Street 
East and Kinzie Avenue in 
Kitchener after receiving 
reports of a rental van 
striking two buildings in 
the area. Police attempted 
to stop the vehicle, which 
fled the area and was later 
located by police in Elmira. 
Officers engaged in a foot 
pursuit when the driver of 
the vehicle fled the area 
on foot. Police were able 
to arrest the driver shortly 
after. A 47-year-old man 
was charged with ‘danger-
ous driving,’ ‘flight from 
police’ and ‘drive disqual-
ified.’ Subsequently, as 
the investigation contin-
ued, police learned that 
another male was the 
alleged driver who struck 
the buildings in Kitch-
ener with the rental van. 
As a result, a 38-year-
old Kitchener man was 
charged with two counts 

of ‘fail to remain,’ ‘drive 
disqualified’ and ‘breach-
ing court orders.’

MARCH 4

7:00 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a break-in at 
a residence located on 
Huron Road in Wilmot 
Township. Sometime 
between November 2020 
and the time of the report, 
a Polaris four-wheeler 
was stolen from a garage 
at the residence. There 
is no suspect information 
at this time. Anyone who 
may have information is 
encouraged to call police 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 

MARCH 5

5:00 AM | A Welling-
ton County OPP officer 
was monitoring traffic 
and conducting radar 
on Highway 6 north of 
Wellington Road 51 in 
Guelph-Eramosa Town-
ship when they observed 
a red passenger vehicle 
travelling southbound at 
a speed that appeared 
to be well above the 
posted 80 km/h speed 

Co�ee Social On Zoom with 
DR. GEOFFREY HAYES

Department of History, University of Waterloo

Vimy Ridge: A Virtual Tour
Tuesday, March 23rd, 2021   10:30 am

How did the Battle of Vimy Ridge come to be such a  great 
moment in the history of Canada? Join us for a walking tour 
that will explore elements of the battle, and consider how 
selective memory (and forgetting) transformed the battle 
into such an iconic event. Dr. Geo� Hayes is a professor of 

history at the University of Waterloo and has published an 
edited volume about Vimy Ridge. He has visited Vimy Ridge 

many times with the Canadian Battlefields Foundation.  

Registration is required.
To register, email:   

contact@woolwichseniors.ca 
An email zoom invitation will be sent out to those who register. 

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey & Dressing or Fish includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinners
March 11 & 12   3:30-7:30pm

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches
March 17 & 18   11am-4pm 

Hot Beef or Fish includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

All Dinners come with 
Basil Soda Bread

 $35 / person

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.caCall or Email 
to Pre-Order

Three course dinner 
March 18, 19, 20

Course 1: Forager’s Potato Bacon Soup 
OR Irish Flag Spinach Citrus Salad 

Course 2: Irish Guinness Stew under pastry
OR Chicken Florentine with Pesto Mashed
Course 3: Chocolate Guinness Cake 
W/ Baileys frosting OR Irish Apple Cake 
w/ custard sauce

#TasteofSt.Patrick

www.chefduff.ca

limit. The vehicle was 
locked on radar in excess 
of 145 km/h. As a result, 
a 19-year-old of Fergus 
man was charged with 
‘racing - excessive speed’ 
and ‘speeding. ’  The 
defendant is scheduled 
to appear in Guelph at the 
Ontario Court of Justice - 
Provincial Offences Court 
on June 2, . His vehicle 
and driver’s licence were 
seized for a period of 
seven days as per statute.

MARCH 8

10:39 AM | Police 
responded to a report of 

a road rage incident in the 
area of Sawmill Road and 
Arthur Street South near 
St. Jacobs. During the 
altercation, it is alleged 
that one of the involved 
drivers brandished a 
firearm. Through inves-
tigation, the subject was 
located in the downtown 
area of Kitchener and 
was arrested by police. A 
45-year-old man is facing 
weapon-related charges. 
The investigation is ongo-
ing. Anyone with informa-
tion is encouraged to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

by Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

NO DISCUSSION ABOUT 
PROTECTING WATER 
in the region would be 
complete without the 
cautionary tale of Elmira’s 
contaminated aquifers.

To tell that tale, long-
time water activist Susan 
Bryant was a speaker at 
the Be Well: Our Water is 
Worth Protecting webinar 
held March 5. 

Organized by Wilm-
ot-based Citizens for Safe 
Ground Water (CSGW), 
the event also included 
presentations from Simon 
Courtenay, director of the 
School of Environment, 
Resources and Sustain-
ability (SERS) at the 
University of Waterloo, 
and Theresa McClen-
aghan, executive director 
and counsel for the Cana-
dian Environmental Law 

Elmira groundwater contamination issue 
part of the discussion in recent webinar

Association.
CSGW focuses on 

protecting groundwater, 
especially in relation to 
opposing the creation 
of gravel pits. Bryant 
said the message of her 
presentation – the only 
way to ensure our water 
is protected is to keep 
contaminants out – 
meshes well with what the 
organization is doing.

“My major point that 
was supported by our 
history is just once you 
have a specialty chemical 
contamination in an aqui-
fer, it can’t be returned to 
its prior state. You can’t get 
it out. You can reduce it, 
you can manage it, but you 
can’t get it out. The most 
effective way to protect 
groundwater is to prevent 
contamination getting in, 
in the first place, which 
is what this little group is 
trying to do down there by 

opposing either all or parts 
of the proposal for the 
aggregate extraction,” said 
Bryant.

She’s been involved 
for decades in the Elmira 
aquifer issue since the 
discovery of toxic chem-
icals in the groundwater 
under the town, pollutants 
traced back to what was 
then the Uniroyal Chem-
ical plant (subsequently 
Crompton, Chemtura and, 
now, Lanxess). 

The plant has been 
using a pump-and-treat 
process to remove a pair 
of toxins – NDMA (nitro-
sodimethylamine) and 
chlorobenzene – from the 
former drinking water 
aquifers underneath 
Elmira. Discovery in 
1989 of the carcinogenic 
NDMA precipitated the 
water crisis in Elmira, 
leading to the construc-
tion of a pipeline from 

Waterloo, which supplies 
the town with water to 
this day.

Bryant says she sees a 
revival of interest in the 
Elmira contamination, 
in part due to the release 
last year of documentary 
about the situation, Toxic 
Time Bomb. 

“There certainly is a 
revival of interest in the 
Elmira situation, which 
is good because I think 
so many people think 
‘that was so long ago, 
it’s all cleaned up, it’s 
all gone it’s finished as 
a problem,’ and it’s not. 
And I worry that some of 
us who lived through the 
crisis and are attending to 
monitoring the cleanup, 
as we go off to our eternal 
reward, there needs to be 
people who continue to 
keep an eye on it, because 
it makes a difference,” 
she said.

modation Tax.
“That would be an 

appropriate use of the 
fund,” said chief admin-
istrative officer David 
Brenneman.

“When you have a 
facility like this, there 
are spinoff economic 
development benefits 
– certainly hotel stays 
happen because of Dray-
ton, certainly restaurants 

are frequented on opening 
nights and play nights.”

Mayor Sandy Shantz 
said the organization’s 
contribution to the town-
ship makes the emergency 
support warranted.

LIFELINE: Woolwich to use accommodation tax for one-time support payment
→ From 3

“Drayton Theatre has 
provided a great venue 
for the arts, and years of 
entertainment,” she said, 
noting the thousands of 
people the group draws 
into the area.
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
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Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “The international report shows yet again 
how much the Trudeau Liberals have 
failed to protect whistleblowers, and 
continue to let people in federal politics 
who do wrong threaten and attack people 
who try to disclose their wrongdoing.”
Duff Conacher of Democracy Watch comments on an 
international report that ranks Canada tied for last out of 
62 countries with whistleblower protections.

Mar. 11 marks the one-year anniversary since 
the World Health Organization declared 
COVID-19 a global pandemic. Various health 
organizations are calling on people to light 
a candle today at 7 p.m. to remember those 
who have died from the virus by honouring 
their memory and reflecting on the hope that 
lies ahead. 

Verbatim The Monitor

T imelines for a vaccine rollout appear to change 
daily as new manufacturers win approval and 
the supply increases. Today’s plans are likely 
to bear little resemblance to what actually 

happens, however, as the situation evolves ahead of 
even the best-laid plans.

In Waterloo Region, vaccine clinics have now expanded 
beyond Grand River Hospital and mobile visits to long-
term care homes, though the scale remains small and the 
rollout inconsequential to most residents. Plans for addi-
tional clinic sites, including a possible Wellesley location 
to cover the townships, are likely to be irrelevant by the 
time doses are available in large enough numbers to cover 
everyone.

Canada now has four COVID-19 vaccines approved for 
use here, Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, AstraZeneca-Ox-
ford and, most recently, Johnson & Johnson. The latest 
of those is something of a game-changer, being a single-
dose vaccine that doesn’t require extraordinary handling 
and storage measures, meaning it could be shipped out to 
pharmacies and doctor’s offices much like the flu vaccine. 
That promises to expedite matters, make getting the shot 
more accessible and perhaps bypass the local health units 
in favour of a province-wide rollout, which would be an 
improvement over the patchwork version we see today.

Supply, of course, remains the biggest hurdle today. 
There just isn’t enough vaccine available to immunize 
people on a significant scale. 

To be sure, each dose administered is helpful, not only 
to the individual but on the path towards a return to some 
form of normalcy in which the virus is no longer a major 
threat. That, naturally, is the whole point of the exercise. 
Which is why it’s essential the job not be bungled, with 
coordinated action the key. For proof of that, we can look 
the U.S. where a new administration prioritized fighting 
the virus instead of downplaying its impact. While still 
leading the world in the number of cases, the country went 
from basket case when it comes to inoculations to doing 
significantly better than many others, including Canada.

Once the logistics are sorted out, the real hurdle will be 
getting enough of us on board for the vaccine to make a 
difference. There’s no exact number, but experts typically 
estimate about a 70 to 85 per cent participation rate for 
so-called herd immunity to kick in. If too few of us get 
vaccinated, the virus will continue to spread. 

Ottawa has now rolled out efforts to promote public 
confidence in the vaccines, hoping most of us will be on 
board with the idea when a shot is available.  The federal 
government argues community-driven engagement can be 
helpful in that regard, particularly among segments of the 
population that have been hardest hit by the pandemic. 

Convincing the majority of us to get vaccinated will take 
some work. Right now, the vaccine isn’t available to most 
of us, so we’ve got time to monitor how things go with the 
millions of people globally who have gone down that road. 

Health officials are already touting the safety of the 
vaccines. They undoubtedly hope that real-world data will 
continue to back that opinion. Such assurances will go a 
long way in convincing the uncertain among us.

That said, vaccines are becoming more widely available 
at a faster pace – albeit at different rates among regions 
and nations – so we’ll have to speed up the process of 
instilling confidence.

Which brings us back to planning. Groups such as the 
regional task force are mapping out schedules and loca-
tions, perhaps fully aware that most if not all of their ideas 
will have to be changed due to evolving circumstances. 
Having a visible and flexible plan, including timelines 
people can appreciate, will be a big part of boosting local 
confidence in the vaccination process.

Today's vaccine plans will 
have to change tomorrow

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

If I were World Dictator, I 
would immediately place 

Brazil under total quaran-
tine: nobody gets in, nobody 
comes out. And I would keep 
it isolated until they (a) arrest 
and jail President Jair Bolson-
aro; (b) impose a strict coun-
trywide lockdown for at least 
two months; and (c) vaccinate 
everybody in the country (all 
213,584,556 of them). And then 
we’ll see.

They’d have to lock Bolson-
aro up first because he flatly 
refuses to do any kind of 
lockdown. He also regards 
vaccines as sissy and will not 
support a national program to 
vaccinate the population. Some 
state governors are trying to 
buy vaccines for their own local 
populations, but he publicly 
berates them as cowards for 
worrying about “a little flu.”

Bolsonaro is Donald Trump 
on stilts, and is largely respon-
sible for Brazil’s sky-high 
COVID-19 death rate: more 
than a quarter-million dead. 
The United States still holds the 
lead with half a million deaths 
– 1,600 per million compared 
to Brazil’s 1,250 per million – 
but the U.S. COVID death-rate 
is falling fast since President 
Biden took over, whereas 
Brazil’s is still rocketing up.

Because Brazil’s infection 
rate is so high, it is an ideal 
pressure-cooker for new and 

The world needs to quarantine Brazil
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

sometimes more dangerous 
versions of the coronavirus. It 
already has two named ‘vari-
ants’ of concern. The more 
recent and more worrisome 
one, P.1, probably emerged in 
Manaus, and is now rampant 
across the Brazilian Amazon.

P.1 is also starting to move 
out into the rest of the world. 
Six cases got off the same plane 
from Brazil in London recently, 
causing a nationwide scare 
until they were all tracked 
down. What makes it so fright-
ening is that it spreads twice as 
fast as earlier COVID versions 
– and it seems able to re-infect 
people who have already had 
COVID once.

If it can do that, it can 
probably also get around the 
immunity conferred by existing 
vaccines. There is no evidence 
of ‘community spread’ of P.1 
in other countries yet – that is, 
of infections passing between 
local people who have not 
travelled abroad – but it is only 
a matter of time unless people 
stop travelling to and from 
Brazil.

And what does Jair Bolson-
aro say? As Brazil recorded 
its highest-ever COVID death 
toll on March 4, he said: “Stop 

whining. How long are you 
going to keep crying about it? 
How much longer will you stay 
at home and close everything? 
No one can stand it anymore. 
We regret the deaths, but we 
need a solution.”

And his ‘solution’ is to man 
up, accept half a million or 
even a million deaths – and 
to impose that solution on 
everybody else in the world too, 
because he’s certainly not going 
to shut foreign travel down.

Bolsonaro cannot be 
reasoned with, and Brazilians 
cannot really be expected to 
remove him. Like the sane 
American majority under 
Trump, they’d rather endure 
the madman’s blunders and 
crimes until the end of his term 
than use force against him and 
wreck the constitution. But if 
P.1 spreads, that could mean 
that everybody else in the world 
gets lockdowns until the end of 
the year at least.

Nobody is going to invade 
Brazil to remove Bolsonaro, 
although he does pose a big, 
very real threat. But what 
everybody else can do is quar-
antine Brazil. No national or 
international law stops other 
countries from banning flights 
coming out of Brazil from land-
ing on their territory. So do it. 
Now. No exceptions.

Happily, there are very few 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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STEVE  
KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

Reform of Ontario's nanny-state booze  
regulations shouldn't resemble 7-Eleven bid

commented on the compa-
ny’s application. It’s 
still taking public input 
through today, with some 
kind of response coming 
down the road following 
what is undoubtedly 
an extensive lobbying 
campaign aimed at the 
Ford government, which 
has proven malleable on 
some fronts.

Not surprisingly, public 
sector unions – the ones 
who represent LCBO 
workers, for instance – are 
opposed to the idea. While 
arguing about public 
safety and the corruption 
of children, the real goal is 
to protect their turf. 

“We’ll find ourselves 
going down a danger-
ous path if the AGCO 
lets this multinational 

corporation squeeze 
through a loophole and 
bring alcohol sales to 
convenience stores,” said 
Ontario Public Service 
Employees Union presi-
dent Warren Thomas in 
a statement this week, 
noting the union has filed 
an official objection to the 
liquor license application. 
“7-Eleven says it’s trying 
to make its stores into 
restaurants where alcohol 
can be served, but we all 
know the truth: kids and 
teens will find themselves 
shoulder-to-shoulder 
with intoxicated people 
washing down a Twinkie 
with a six pack.”

The group representing 
some of the province’s 
hospitality businesses is 
questioning the timing 
given the COVID-related 
struggles in the industry 
just now.

Tony Elenis, president 
& CEO of the Ontario 

Restaurant Hotel & Motel 
Association, tells the CBC 
that now is “not the best 
climate to start bringing 
in competition,” adding 
that the industry isn’t 
opposed to competition in 
general. 

“As long as they play 
by the rules. They have 
to follow the health, 
labour and building rules 
associated with opening 
a restaurant,” he said. 
“It can’t just be a side gig 
they’re using as an oppor-
tunity to sell booze.”

It’s tough to imagine 
a convenience store 
being predominantly a 
restaurant – selling beer 
and wine for consump-
tion only on site seems a 
stretch. 

Of course, if the goal is 
to open the door for selling 
beer and wine in the 
conventional way, the plan 
makes more sense. 

That said, the 7-Eleven 

proposal seems like 
something the province 
should pass on, looking 
to the more traditional 
sales model on display in 
many other jurisdictions, 
expanding on the grocery 
store options today. 

Premier Doug Ford, 
who campaigned on the 
return of the buck-a-beer 
option, has loosened the 
controls somewhat, but 
we’re largely stuck with 
the LCBO and The Beer 
Store, both dealing with 
nanny-state floor pricing 
and exorbitant taxes that 
drive up the cost of adult 
beverages well beyond 
reasonable levels. 

Ideally, the prov-
ince would move in the 
direction of more choice 
and lower prices, despite 
successive governments 
refusing to treat Ontarians 
as adults, not to mention 
the addiction to tax reve-
nues.

As with every discussion 
about alcohol sales, there 
will be battle lines drawn. 
On the one side, corner 
store owners say liber-
alizing beer sales would 
provide us with more 
convenience while giving 
a boost to smaller brew-
ers given short shrift by a 
retail system controlled by 
two major players (Molson 
Coors and Anheuser 
Busch Inbev) and, to a 
lesser extent,  Sleeman 
(Sapporo), with all three 
being foreign-owned. 
On the other side, the 
quasi-monopoly claims 
allowing beers in conve-
nience stores will lead to 
higher prices and fewer 
controls.

Both are clearly intent 
on looking after their 
own interests, not yours 
or mine. It’s up to us to 
determine which posi-
tion benefits us most. I’m 
tempted to side with more 
openness, but only if that 
means lower prices due to 
the competition of large 
retailers such as grocery 
stores. 

Such improvements 
will be welcomed by 
most Ontarians subject to 
runaway taxation, as taxes 
make up about half the 
cost of a bottle of beer, for 
instance.

Ford has already 
recognized our inherent 
dissatisfaction with taxes 
and paternalistic liquor 
laws, coupled with our 
distrust of pretty much 
anything overseen by 
bureaucrats and politi-
cians. Tax increases are 
seen as another reason to 
privatize the operation, 
stripping government of 
its outdated controls of 
alcohol.

Yes, the LCBO stores 
themselves have come 
a long way over the 
years. They’re much 
nicer places to shop, 
especially compared 

The prize at the end of the rainbow just now isn't gold ... or even Guinness.

An unorthodox new 
business model? 

An attempt to get its foot 
in the door? An absurd 
publicity stunt? It’s hard 
to know just what to make 
of convenience store 
conglomerate 7-Eleven 
making a bid to serve 
beer and wine in 61 of its 
Ontario locations. 

The company’s bid to 
the Alcohol and Gaming 
Commission of Ontario 
(AGCO) would see the 
licensed stores granted the 
ability to serve beer and 
wine along with its food 
offerings such as pizza, 
fried chicken and hot 
dogs. That’s not a slice and 
a beer to go; instead, you’d 
be able to sit down to a cup 
of ale while enjoying the 
heat-lamp cuisine. 

“To complement our 
fresh food and hot food 
programs, we are prepar-
ing for in-store service of a 
small selection of Ontar-
io-made beer and wine 
products, offered during 
limited hours, and in 
designated consumption 
areas of our stores,” the 
company said in a state-
ment.

On the surface, it doesn’t 
make any sense: who 
exactly wants to “dine out” 
in a corner of a conve-
nience store? None of the 
locations strike me as an 
ideal place to linger in the 
fashion of a neighbour-
hood restaurant/pub. It 
doesn’t seem like a viable 
business plan.

Now, perhaps the goal is 
to do an end-run around 
current restrictions 
against convenience stores 
selling beer and wine. 
While the province has 
expanded options, includ-
ing the selling of beer 
and wine in some super-
markets, it hasn’t done 
away with all of Ontario’s 
arcane, nanny-state rules 
regarding the sales of 
alcohol.

The province hasn’t →KANNON 10
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

The world according to tarp

I’d have a few of them on 
hand, just to remedy those 
windless days.

But a tarp doesn’t 
merely summon wind.

A good tarp will also 
quickly let you know wind 
direction and velocity, 
which is, as you might 
well imagine, very helpful 
when determining which 
side of the lake you are 
unintentionally parasail-
ing to and how quickly you 
will get there.

Clearly, no one thinks 
of these things when they 
buy their first tarp. Instead, 
they imagine this romantic 
notion of hiking through 
the woods and then, as 
soon as they glimpse the 
first rain cloud, removing 
the neatly folded tarp from 
their day pack and setting 
up a cozy little shelter 
where they can wait out 
the gentle rain and enjoy 
the wonders of nature. This 

idea is usually dispelled 
after the first golf ball-sized 
hailstones touch down.

Make no mistake, there 
are indeed times when a 
person will initially win 
the battle with the wind 
and be able to set up their 
tarp without it being 
blown away. In fact, there 
are times the wind will be 
surprisingly cooperative 
and will give you what 
appears to be a break. It is 
at times like these when 
you will begin to think that 
the horror stories you have 
heard whispered around 
an outdoors fire about the 
malevolent nature of tarps 
were probably untrue 
– but don’t be so naïve. 
What you are actually 
experiencing is the wily 
tarp lulling you into a false 
sense of security so that it 
can surprise you when you 
are smugly taking your 
tarp shelter down. This 
is a classic tarp move you 
should be aware of. 

In fact, perhaps the 
most iconic outdoors 
scene never painted by the 

artists who depict them is 
that of a man desperately 
chasing his new and very 
expensive tarp through the 
open woods. And that’s a 
shame, because it reminds 
us of one more unheralded 
use for a tarp, which is as 
a very effective exercise 
machine.

This, more than 
anything, is the reason 
most tarps eventually 
spend their days covering 
up an old wood pile, barbe-
cue or rototiller.

Even so, before the tarp 
ends its days happily in 
such a location, it has 
served the outdoors 
enthusiast well as a sail, 
parasail, parachute, rain 
funnel, trampoline for red 
squirrels, hammock for 
raccoons, smoke collector, 
and wholly inadequate 
tent.

It’s amazing, I know.
And it is also the reason 

why, when most people 
first discover the incred-
ible versatility of tarps, 
they are simply blown 
away.

There are many excit-
ing, glorious and 

even dramatic pieces of 
outdoors gear available 
but, let’s be clear, a tarp is 
not one of them. In fact, 
only tent pegs get less 
press. 

Despite this, every 
outdoors person I know 
owns at least one tarp. 
That’s because a tarp, 
boring as it is, has a multi-
tude of uses in a wilder-
ness setting.

Needless to say, when 
experienced outdoors 
enthusiasts think of tarp 
usage, they immedi-
ately imagine the most 
glaringly obvious one. I 
am, of course, referring 
to the tarp as a wind-at-
tracting device and/or 
accidental wind-powered 
conveyance. For, as every 
outdoors enthusiast 
knows, there is simply no 
better way to conjure up 
the wind than to show the 
sky your tarp.

Tarps work so well in 
this capacity that, if I 
owned a windmill farm, 

heavily travelled road 
routes out of Brazil, and 
the country’s neighbours 
have every incentive to 
shut them down. Maritime 
trade could continue, so 
long as every ship leaving 
Brazil spends at least two 
weeks at sea before calling 
at another port (or longer, 
if any crew develops 
COVID symptoms).

Even air cargo could be 
allowed, especially if state 
governors can buy some 
vaccines abroad, so long as 
no passengers are allowed 
and air crew are strictly 
quarantined at both ends 
of the flight. Nobody 
wants to punish Brazil-
ians, who are suffering so 
much under Bolsonaro 
already. We just don’t want 
him to kill our parents too.

How long should the 
quarantine last? At least 

until we understand the 
real threat from P.1 and 
other emergent Brazilian 
variants, have developed 
vaccines that work against 
them, and have had time 
to inoculate our own 
populations elsewhere. 
So at least until the end of 
the year, but considerably 
longer if the Brazilians 
don’t get their own infec-
tion rate under control.

There is a legitimate 
debate starting to surface 
about whether we should 
try to eradicate this coro-
navirus entirely (like SARS 
and MERS) or just aim for 
long-term ‘containment’ 
(like the ‘flu). This is not 
about that. It is about 
avoiding a deadly esca-
lation in the danger. The 
world can do this quite 
easily, if it chooses, and 
Bolsonaro doesn’t get a 
vote. 

$8.99
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DYER: Brazil's president needs to go, 
and we all need to stay away

→FROM 8

with The Beer Store, that 
even more antiquated 
government-sanctioned 
cartel selling us our suds. 
The hours have been 
extended, but there’s 
nothing like the conve-
nience found in other 
jurisdictions. Nor the 
selection. And, most gall-
ingly given that the LCBO 
is the world’s largest 
buyer of spirits, noth-
ing like the much better 
prices found elsewhere. 

If the LCBO really wants 
to be accepted, cut the 
prices significantly, offer 

KANNON: Needed changes won't 
involve what company's pitching

→FROM 9 a much better selection 
(something akin to a 
grocery store in Tonawa-
nda would be a start) and 
offer more convenience.

Touching on the 
longstanding debate, if 
beer and wine were sold 
more widely in grocery 
and convenience stores, 
it would benefit smaller 
breweries, which are 
now dependent on a 
retail channel owned and 
controlled by their much 
larger competitors.

That makes much more 
sense than bellying up to 
the bar at the 7-Eleven.

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

TAKING ON ISSUES SUCH 
AS racism and affordable 
housing, the Kitchener 
Waterloo Community 
Foundation (KWCF) is 
hosting a new webinar in 
its Do More Good Dialogue 
series.

Launched last year as 
the world was starting to 
cope with the COVID-19 
pandemic, the series was 
intended to keep people 
connected while dealing 
with the situation forced 
upon them. Since then, the 
series has grown beyond 
the scope of the corona-
virus, focusing on other 
topics of importance in the 
region. 

The latest installment 
– The Intersectionality 
between Affordable Hous-
ing and Race – in the series 
was the eighth webinar 
overall and the third in 
their anti-racism series. 

Like all other webinars, a 
panel of experts in the field 
joined KWCF president 
Elizabeth Heald to share 
their take on the topic and 
how they believe change 
can be achieved.

Taking part in the most 
recent webinar were Clar-
ence Cachagee, founder 
of Crow Shield Lodge, Carl 
Cadogan, CEO of Reception 
House Waterloo Region, 
Kitchener-Centre MPP 
Laura Mae Lindo, and 

Latest in KWCF webinars looks at connection 
between race and affordable housing

Teneile Warren, restorative 
schools service coordina-
tor at Community Justice 
Initiatives. 

Heald says the impact 
of these types of talks, 
especially right now, is key 
to moving things forward 
and bettering the lives of 
racialized people within 
our region and across the 
country. 

“We started these talks 
to keep the conversa-
tion going through the 
pandemic, but we kept 
them going because of 
everything that was going 
on. When the BLM (Black 
Lives Matter) protests took 
place, we realized there 
was a big opportunity 
there to get the conver-
sation going. Now, we’re 
hosting the third in our 
anti-racism series and it is 
really going to help move 
the conversation forward 
for people,” said Heald. 
“What we’re talking about 
in this first conversation 
for 2021 is how race and 

affordable housing are 
connected, and I think it’s 
really important for people 
to see that because it better 
helps them understand the 
situation.”

She says statistics show 
very concerning things 
regarding visible minori-
ties. Bringing information 
from Statistics Canada to 
the webinar, she showed 
local links regarding hous-
ing affordability and race. 

Affordable housing was 
defined as costing 30 per 
cent of the household’s 
monthly income before tax. 

From the data, 21 per 
cent of the visible minority 
population in Ontario 
finds its housing needs 
being poorly met, more 
than double the rate of 
those who aren’t a member 
of the minority commu-
nity. In Waterloo Region, 
immigrants are 25 per cent 
more likely to be in need 
of improved housing than 
non-immigrants, and 30 
per cent of Indigenous 

people are more likely to 
be in core housing need 
than non-Indigenous 
people. Finally, about 
30,000 households within 
the region are precariously 
housed.

Warren notes that people 
are able to see the impact 
of the housing situation 
more right now because 
of COVID-19 and the need 
to self-isolate and social 
distance.

“We’re seeing the impact 
of precarious employment. 
We know that there are 
students, youth members 
of multigenerational 
families, and some were 
able to move out, but with 
loss of employment, they 
moved back in. We know 
that racialized people are 
working in the frontlines 
that they’re at the highest 
risk. And we know that 
because of the space that 
they’re in, because they 
can’t social distance, and 
things that they can’t 
afford, that they must 
work… So, we’re seeing 
people trying to move out 
of the space that they’re in. 
Now, we’re realizing that 
families that were able to 
split up are back together. 
Because they lost that 
housing they have lost the 
additional income. So, we 
also are learning how many 
people are living paycheck 
to paycheck or opportuni-
ties to opportunity,” said 
Warren.

Elizabeth Heald 
is  p res ident 
of KWCF. 
Sean Heeger
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

BusinessBusiness Wellesley Township and Mornington 
Communications are asking rural residents 
to help bring fibre internet to the under-
served population by submitting a letter 
stating the current deficiencies and what 
high-speed service would do for them, along  
with speed test info. The letter and test 
results can be sent to hello@mornington.ca.

If Canadians shift two-thirds of their planned 
spending on international leisure travel 
towards domestic tourism, it will make up for 
the estimated $19 billion shortfall currently 
facing Canada’s visitor economy, help 
sustain 150,000 jobs and accelerate recov-
ery by one year, says Destination Canada in 
new pandemic-related research.

Wellesley internet When travel resumes
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519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East

Hosted by Jon Clay and special guest 
Jeremy Logel from Elmira Golf Club. 

Wednesday March 17, 4:30pm

Join us for our Golf Webinar!

Register by calling into our clinic or going to 
the "Resources" tab on our website.

Lion's Mane Ministry president Kunle Oluwojure notes the property is ideally located for development potential.  Damon MacLean

Getting in on the development 
potential in a growing Breslau

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

EXPANSIVE DEVEL-
OPMENT AROUND 
BRESLAU HAS a group 
there looking to put its 
own land into the mix, 
with plans for affordable 
housing and seniors’ 
living.

Lion’s Mane Ministry, 
owner of GospelTV, is 
looking for a mixed-use 
subdivision on its prop-
erty at 1700 Kramp Rd.

“We have roughly about 
34 acres. And currently 
we use about five acres 
for ministry operations 
and work. But we are 

now looking at making a 
development on the land 
because development has 
come right next door to us 
now,” explained presi-
dent Kunle Oluwojure, 
referring to the Hopewell 
Crossings subdivision 
that borders the organiza-
tion's plot of land.

The property not only 
borders land being devel-
oped by Thomasfield 
Homes, but has proxim-
ity to both the Region of 
Waterloo International 
Airport and the proposed 
Metrolinx park-and-
ride GO Train station on 
Greenhouse Road, he 
noted.

Oluwojure said the 
first goal is to help with 
the backlog of affordable 
housing – the region’s 
waiting list now amounts 
to more than 6,000 house-
holds. The organization is 
looking to develop some 
600 units in a two-phase 
plan.

Along with housing, the 
plan calls for commercial 
space and a multipurpose 
complex.

“If you look at the 
Region of Waterloo, and 
especially Breslau, there 
seems to be a lack of 
places to do programs 
for the development of 
coming to Breslau. When → LION'S MANE 13

Farmers have long 
insisted they should 

have a say in legislative 
matters affecting them.

They want a place at 
the table, so legislation 
and policies created by 
urban bureaucracies don’t 
ignore their concerns and 
efforts – namely, their 
effort to produce safe, 
affordable, nutritious 
food, in a society that 
wants an ever-growing say 
in how they do it.

You might expect farm-
ers to be represented on 
such matters by politi-
cians. To an extent, they 
are. But because the rural 
population is small, so are 
the number of politicians 
from representing rural 
areas, including farmers.

That’s where advocacy 
and lobby groups come 
in with their specialized 
knowledge of agriculture.

Often, it’s the agricul-
ture arm of the federal or 
provincial government

that farm groups are 
trying to inform. In 
legislative halls, that’s 
where an understanding 
of agricultural issues 
is needed the most. In 
theory, other government 
branches, departments 
and ministries reach out 
to the agriculture depart-
ment for intelligence, 
before starting down a 
legislative road that will 
affect farmers.    

But a fascinating 
wrestling match is 
underway in the U.S. 
right now in which 
the federal agriculture 
department is battling 
another group, the Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA), over who will give 

oversight to genetically 
engineered plants and 
livestock. It’s an internal 
fight with a very public 
angle. 

Some 30 years ago, 
when researchers first 
started developing 
genetically engineered 
livestock, it was the FDA 
that was tasked with 
watching over them. It’s a 
delicate matter, and being 
involved in drug adminis-
tration, the FDA is used to 
hot potatoes. Compared 
to altering a plant, 
changing animals’ genetic 
make-up strikes a much 
more dissonant chord 
with many people. They 
don’t really understand it, 
which leads to suspicion. 
So the FDA takes it slow.

But agriculture sector 
critics such as the US 
National Pork Producers 
Council say the FDA has 
been way too slow review-
ing new technology. It 
points to the fact that just 
two genetically modi-
fied animals have been 
approved in the U.S. – a 
salmon (2015) and a pig 
(2020). 

The council says the 
FDA’s sluggishness is 
holding agriculture 
back, particularly as new 
precision technologies 
come on stream that offer 
more exacting ways to 
alter genes. Pork produc-
ers would rather have the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) in 
control.

Consumers will give 
approval to genetically 

altered livestock

→ ROBERTS 13

Lion's Mane Ministry has plans for affordable housing, mixed-use subdivision
I say that, I mean the new 
development that we have 
in the Hopewell Creek 
and... Fountain Street. 
Everybody in Breslau 
needs to go to Kitchener 
or somewhere around to 
try to get the programs 
done.”  

Oluwojure notes that 
many of the township’s 
resources are concen-
trated in Elmira, so a new 
space to offer programs 
would be of use in an 
expanding community.

“Our plan is to have a 
multipurpose complex 
centre within 24 acres 
that actually addresses 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

Dairy, poultry and egg processors are 
a vital part of our communities. 

The Trudeau government 
must fulfill its commitments 

to support those impacted by 
trade agreements.

NEED A POWER LIFT?

Ideal for both the toughest construction jobs and the 
most precise landscaping jobs, the SSV Series is as 
agile as it is powerful. Featuring a large assortment of 
attachments, your SSV is a versatile base for grapples, 
rotary cutters, graders, tree pullers and much, much more.

kubota.ca  |  

DEB010

deboersequipment.com
0519 Wellington County Rd #7, Box 130 R.R. #1,
Elora, ON N0B 1S0
(519) 846-5388

Calling small business owners
COVID-19 support could be available to you.

• Grants of up to $20,000 through the Ontario
Small Business Support Grant

• Up to $1,000 in support for purchasing PPE
through Ontario's Main Street Relief Grant

• Rebates for property tax and energy costs

We’re working to ensure small businesses 
can keep employing people and serving 
their communities now and when COVID-19 
is behind us.

Visit ontario.ca/COVIDsupport to apply

Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario 
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JOB FAIR
Start your career with Steed and Evans today!

Monday March 22 from 9am to 4pm

To Register visit www.steedandevans.ca

VIRTUAL

STEEDANDEVANS

STEED
AND
EVANS

I'm hosting virtual tax clinics in Kitchener-Conestoga
for seniors and low-income earners.

519-578-3777 TimLouisMP.ca Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca @TimLouisKitCon

TIM LOUIS
Member of Parliament, Kitchener-Conestoga

Returns will be completed by a verified CRA volunteer.
Spots are limited.

Register by contacting my office
by March 26.

James Lichti 4, & Clara 6, having 
some fun sledding on the hill on a 
sunny Sunday afternoon. Submitted 

2021

the need for those who 
need a place for a gym, 
exercise locations, for 
recreation where the 
neighborhood can actu-
ally have more communi-
ty-based programs. The 
one we have in Breslau is 
great, it’s a nice one, but 
because of expansion and 
more requests, the devel-
opment is moving more 
towards the [northeast] 
location,” he said, adding 
that some 1,000 homes 
are lined up for the area.

“So, you’re talking 
about over 4,000 individ-
uals as a family that will 
be right next door to us. 
What a better place this 
will be where they can 
actually have communi-

ty-based programs,” said 
Oluwojure. 

“I guess putting up the 
multipurpose complex is 
going to help people who 
need to have access to 
training rooms, employ-
ment programs, a recre-
ational centre for children 
was the plan we have for 
that location, and it’s 
meant to be right within 
the property that also has 
the development.” 

Development plans 
have been in the works 
since 2016, but are still 
in the early stages of the 
process with the town-
ship. Lion’s Mane have 
engaged GTA-based 
Weston Consulting as 
planners for the project.

“There are high levels of 

discussions ongoing with 
the Region of Waterloo 
and we anticipate to 
complete the project by 
2024 at the earliest,” said 
Ken Egede, the group’s 
development executive, 
in a statement.

“Discussions are ongo-
ing as we work together 
with the region and town-
ship to make Hopewell 
Crossing, Breslau a 
thriving community. It 
is our aim to help build a 
positive work and family 
friendly community with 
green initiatives for years 
to come,” added Oluwo-
jure

More information about 
the project can be found 
online at www.lionsmane
projects.com.

LION'S MANE: An opportunity to help shape growth
→FROM 11

ROBERTS: It'll be market demand that will help decide 
the future of genetically modified livestock

→FROM 11

Everleigh Robillard (10), Easton Robillard (8) and Molly Harris 
(9) built a snow family on their snow day. Submitted

After all, the USDA 
oversees genetically 
engineered plants, which 
have become a staple in 
fields throughout North 
America. It knows gene 
technology.

The USDA is ready and 
willing to do the job. The 
former administration 
started the wheels in 
motion for the switch 
at the time of the last 
election. But the FDA 
doesn’t want to surrender 
this power, and is pushing 
back mightily…so much 
so, that the government 
sought public input on 
the matter recently. All 
this, as the U.S. govern-
ment is contemplating a 
new way – a modernized 
approach, some call it – to 

regulate genetically modi-
fied animals intended for 
food use.

Given the influence 
of US agriculture on the 
rest of the world, and the 
sometimes poor reaction 
to it by trading partners 
such as Europe (which 
takes a very conservative 
approach to genetically 
modified food) the results 
will be felt widely. 

How does the public 
feel about all this? In a 
60-day review period that 
ended last month, more 
than 43,000 chimed in 
with comments. That 
spirited participation 
prompted another 60-day 
review period announced 
earlier this month.

At a recent beef produc-
ers’ meeting, the guest 

Levi Kelly (8), St Clements, built The Fort-agious Fort in the 
front yard and the Big Boulder Fort in the back yard. 
Submitted

speaker told attendees 
consumers are looking 
for descriptive adjectives 
to describe their food – 
homegrown, farm-raised, 
additive-free, that kind of 
thing.

Is genetically modi-
fied the kind of adjective 
they’re looking for?  

I don’t think so. Preci-
sion technology is a 
benefit to producers, 
but history has taught 
agriculture that consum-
ers support benefits that 
accrue to them. 

Regardless of who wins 
a battle to control over-
sight of these benefits and 
traits, the industry must 
turn quickly to consumers 
with clear explanations. 

That’s where the real 
approval will be found.
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

ArtsArts The Hillside Festival is presenting virtual 
Family Improv Workshops Mar. 22-26, bring-
ing together families and friends for a variety 
of games.  Through a set of four workshops, 
open to any child-adult combo of any age, 
participants will play musical and theatri-
cal improvisation games and exercises. 
www.hillsidefestival.ca

The federal and provincial governments this 
week announced funding of $1.7 million and 
$1.4 million respectively for renovations at 
the Centre In The Square in Kitchener. The 
city is kicking in some $800,000, while the 
venue itself will provide another $360,000. 
Among the work slated are improvements 
to accessibility as well as an overhaul of the 
facilities washrooms. 

Improv your family Renos slated for CITS

7668 8th Line Drayton

Data Drives Decisions
Call Us To Demo A Precision Planting Monitor Today!

519-638-3457 cleanfieldservices.ca

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

LOOKING TO BRIGHTEN 
UP THE downtown core, 
the Elmira BIA business 
group and the Township 
of Woolwich are looking 
for local artists with a 
vision to do just that.

A 10-piece outdoor art 
installment is underway 
that will feature nine 
8’x8’ exterior prints to 
be mounted on building 
walls, as well as one large 
wall mural. The team 
behind this new project 
is challenging individ-
uals of all ages and skill 
levels to submit an idea 

for the chance of being 
selected as one of the 10, 
with organizers noting the 
guidelines are fairly open 
and loose.

The idea is to bring 
some attention to the 
downtown core in these 
difficult times, which 
have lingered for more 
than a year now, says 
Jenna Morris, the town-
ship’s economic develop-
ment and tourism officer.

“What we’d really like 
to do and achieve with 
this project is up foot 
traffic between locals 
and visitors when the 
time is right,” she said of 
plans to support Elmira 
businesses, today and 

Looking for images that tell the story of Elmira
A new contest sees the township and BIA looking for more outdoor art to augment the likes of the murals now in place at the Elmira Home Hardware location.  Damon MacLean

Township and BIA are holding a contest that will see 10 large works of art adorn buildings in the core
post-pandemic.

“We’ve all been through 
a really tough year here, 
and we’re not out of it yet. 
So hopefully this can do a 
couple things: bring some 
joy and excitement to the 
downtown businesses, 
local residents. And then 
visitors, when it’s safe to 
do so – really put Elmira 
on the map. We really 
want our businesses to 
thrive here and become 
really part of a downtown 
community. We are super 
excited about it,” said 
Morris.

This new project is 
part of the community 
improvement plan 
developed by the Elmira 

Business Improvement 
Area (BIA) in 2018, which 
looks at ways to make 
the downtown core more 
vibrant. Sticking with the 
plan’s vision, this new 
project is another way 
to meet its goal of bring-
ing sustainable life and 
attention to the down-
town area.

Submissions are being 
taken until May 16, and 
the winners will be 
announced at the end of 
that month. An unveiling 
is set for Canada Day, but 
how it will proceed will 
be determined by public 
health and provincial 
guidelines at the time.  

There will also be an art 

walk in the works to show 
off the 10 winning pieces, 
which may run digital-
ly-if need be. 

“A virtual ‘Art-Walk’ 
where people can find 
the information about 
each piece online and go 
through, do the art walk 
– they can find a map 
online and do the art walk 
on their own time, what-
ever that may be. But if 
it is safe to do so and we 
could do something in 
person, then we might 
have a storyteller along 
for a tour that people can 
participate in the down-
town at that time,” she 
added.

Morris encourages 

people to step out of their 
comfort zone to join in 
and aim for a photo-wor-
thy piece of art, which 
may be an ideal spot for 
Instagram-type photos. 

“We want people to 
be excited about telling 
their story about Elmira. 
We are interested in all 
styles and mediums 
for the prints. We want 
the artwork to be photo 
worthy. We really want to 
put Elmira on the map. 
Just have fun with it – 
don’t be shy, submit your 
work.”   

For more information 
and to submit images, 
visit downtownelmira.ca/
elmira-art-exhibit.
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of 
application or resume by fax to

519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER (SERVICE)

Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas Fitting, 
Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air Conditioning, Sheet 
Metal, Plumbing, and High Pressure Cleaning Systems. We service 
agricultural, light commercial and residential systems. 

We are currently seeking an experienced Journeyman Plumber 
who is interested in service work, a team player and able to work 
with minimal supervision. Qualifications in Refrigeration, Gas Fitting, 
or Sheet Metal would be an asset but not a requirement.

Tri-Mech offers competitive wages and health benefits. Wages are 
dependent upon qualifications and experience.

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of 
application or resume by fax to

519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca

INVENTORY CONTROL/PURCHASING

Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas Fitting, 
Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air Conditioning, Sheet 
Metal, Plumbing, and High Pressure Cleaning Systems. We service 
agricultural, light commercial and residential systems. 

We are currently seeking an individual who is interested in 
purchasing, receiving, and inventory control, is a team player and 
able to work with minimal supervision. Computer skills would be 
an asset.

Tri-Mech offers competitive wages and health benefits. Wages are 
dependent upon qualifications and experience.

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of 
application or resume by fax to

519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER 
(LEAD INSTALLER)

Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas Fitting, 
Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air Conditioning, Sheet 
Metal, Plumbing, and High Pressure Cleaning Systems. We service 
agricultural, light commercial and residential systems. 

We are currently seeking a Journeyman Plumber who is able to 
take leadership on jobs, team player, and able to work with minimal 
supervision. Qualifications in Refrigeration, Gas Fitting, or Sheet 
Metal would be an asset but not a requirement.

Tri-Mech offers competitive wages and health benefits. Wages are 
dependent upon qualifications and experience.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Kitchen Cabinet Production Designer
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

finishes and installs high quality custom cabinetry 
and solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are 

located in the town of Drayton.

At Woodland, one of our core values is Respect. Respect 

for our team members and respect for our customers. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Production Designer
to join our team. In this position, you will be using Cabinet 
Vision software, to create detailed shop drawings, CNC files 

and production cut lists. In this position you would be 
reporting to our Engineering Manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet Building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet Install experience will be an asset
• Cabinet Vision Experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

Experience:
• Cabinet Vision: 1 year (Preferred)
• Woodworking: 1 year (Preferred)

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and growing 
company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 4

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Help Wanted
Farm Equipment Sale  Farm Equipment Sale  
for Van Ireland Dairy  for Van Ireland Dairy  

of Walkerton.of Walkerton.
Mon. March 22nd – 1:00 P.M. Mon. March 22nd – 1:00 P.M. 
*NOTE TIME & DATE CHANGE**NOTE TIME & DATE CHANGE*

Sale will be held at  Sale will be held at  
the Farm located at  the Farm located at  

200 Durham Rd, Walkerton200 Durham Rd, Walkerton
SILOS & BIN: (3) Kitchener Stave Silos- 20’ 
x 80’; Butler 7 ring Grain Bin 18’ dia. Full floor 
aeration 5000 BU. 
FEEDING EQUIPMENT: Valmetal Belt 
Conveyors18”x 60’, 18”20’, 18”x 50’, 18”x 60’, 
18”x 70’ textured; Chain conveyor 11.5” x 18’; 
Belt feeder 18” x 160’; Agri-metal Hammer mill 
10HP w/14’discharge auger; Valmetal TMR 
200 chain mixer; (2) Patz 98-B Surface drive 
silo unloaders; (2) Patz RD2100 ring drive silo 
unloaders; (2) Valmetal V2000 Silo Unloaders; 
(2) Large control panels to run equipment; 
CATTLE EQUIPMENT: Urban calf feeder 
U20; Lely Juno 100 feed Pusher; Agri-
metal Big Bale Stationary Straw chopper 
conveyor; Agri-metal super 960 Feed cart; 
(3) Houle hyd. alley scrapers; Calf Penning; 
Calf barn ventilation, fans, tubes and Edge 
controller; Closed top self-locks & BSM 
Freestall Loops; SCR Heat detection system; 
9’x9’ Rollup Doors & Tracks & Some Bigger 
Doors. Approx. 120’ x 25’ Feed Room Addition 
with Metal Beams. 
FARM HAS BEEN SOLD and operation is 
changing. Any changes or corrections will 
be made verbally day of the sale and take 
precedence over all previously printed material. 
ALL ITEMS ARE as described by the 
owners and sold as is. 
DUE TO COVID REGULATIONS MASKS 
must be worn, only buyers to attend. 
THIS IS JUST A PARTIAL LISTING, View 
website for full listing, Photos and terms 
website www.davidcarson.on.ca

Carson’s Auction Service 
R.R.#3 Listowel, ON  N4W 3G8

Tel: 519-291-2049  |  Fax: 519-291-5065
Website: www.davidcarson.on.ca  |  Email: info@davidcarson.on.ca

Auctions

Help Wanted
ARRO CRUSHING IS 
HIRING CRUSHER 
operator/heavy equip-
ment operator We 
offer competitive pay, 
overtime and produc-
tion bonus. Position 
starting In March. 
For more info call 
519-897-0779 or email 
jared@arrocrushing.
com

Work Wanted
OFFERING SPRING 
YARD AND GARDEN 
cleanup, pruning, 
planting, lawn mowing 
services, junk removal. 
Very reasonable 
rates. Call or text 
519-465-3477.

For Sale
HILLCREST HOME 
BAKING ANNUAL 
Spring Sale March 16 - 
27. 519-669-1381. 15% 
discount on printed 
polyesters; selected 
fabrics - half price. 10% 
discount on all other 
fabrics - poly/cottons, 
flannel, fleece, 100% 
cottons, broadcloths, 
liverpool, etc. 10% 
discount on quilt batts, 
tablecloth, coverying 
material, hosiery. And 
More! Check out our 
open stock dish sets.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Trades & 
Services

I AM READY TO 
COMPLETE YOUR 
personal income taxes! 
Please contact me, 
Amber McIntyre. For 
confidential, profes-
sional services at 
reasonable rates call 
519-239-4816 or email 

acmc.accounting@
bell.net

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

♥ Windscreen cover
Reuse newspaper in the cold — lay 
it across your car windscreen during 
winter to protect it from frost.

IMMEDIATE FULL TIME 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE:

- LOCAL DELIVERY DRIVER
- LOAD BUILDER - FORKLIFT

PLEASE DROP RESUME OFF 
1205 KING ST N., ST.JACOBS

Help Wanted
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•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

1174 KENNING PLACE, ELMIRA 
LOCATION..LOCATION...LOCATION. It doesn't get much better 
than this.  .79 acres, COUNTRY PROPERTY, a walk from downtown 
Elmira with large shop. This 3bdrm 1.2 bath is Backing onto farmland 
and is located at the end of a very quiet road. This updated sidesplit 
comes with 2 living spaces on the main floor, you have plenty of 
room for the whole family. Dont miss this one...it won't last!

Melanie
Beisel

SALES REPRESENTATIVE519-590-0835 • mbeisel@royallepage.ca

$799,900

NEW LISTING!

ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

Exceptional!!! This 2-storey, 3 bedroom, 3 
bathroom home was built in 2017 by Finoro 
Homes Ltd. The main f loor has an open concept 
design with a décor that is tasteful and modern 
including bright rooms and fresh f inishes . 
Convenient main f loor laundry and 2 piece 
powder room, granite counter tops and all 
appliances included. The second f loor of fers a 4 
piece bathroom and 3 bedrooms, one of which is 
an elegant master bedroom with a walk in closet 
and a 4-piece ensuite bathroom. Relax or 
enter tain on your professionally constructed $749,900$749,900$749,900$749,900

interlock stone patio in the back yard with beautiful gardens . Ample room to park in the 1 .5 
car garage and double wide driveway. If you are looking for a beautifully f inished home, 
this is the one for you. Book your showing today!

$749,900$749,900$749,900$749,900$749,900

including bright rooms and fresh f inishes . 
Convenient main f loor laundry and 2 piece 
powder room, granite counter tops and all 
appliances included. The second f loor of fers a 4 
piece bathroom and 3 bedrooms, one of which is 
an elegant master bedroom with a walk in closet an elegant master bedroom with a walk in closet 
and a 4-piece ensuite bathroom. Relax or 
enter tain on your professionally constructed 

Convenient main f loor laundry and 2 piece 
powder room, granite counter tops and all 
Convenient main f loor laundry and 2 piece 
powder room, granite counter tops and all 
appliances included. The second f loor of fers a 4 
piece bathroom and 3 bedrooms, one of which is 
an elegant master bedroom with a walk in closet 
and a 4-piece ensuite bathroom. Relax or 

SOLD

This lovingly cared for 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, all brick 
bungalow is waiting for you. Pride of ownership is 
evident throughout this home with updates throughout 
including hardwood and tile floors. The main floor layout 
is bright with an open concept design providing 
spacious living, dining and kitchen areas. There are 2 
bedrooms on the main floor and one 4 piece bathroom 
including a jet tub. The basement is newly finished 
featuring a great sized rec-room with a gas fireplace and 
beautiful stone surround. With a 3rd bedroom, laundry 
room, 3 piece bathroom and a games room this home is 
ideal for a family of any size. The sprawling side yard has $674,900$674,900$674,900

beautiful mature trees providing shade and privacy. The composite deck off of the living area has LED 
lighting and has been beautifully landscaped with a stone path and flowerbeds. The driveway can easily 
fit 4 vehicles or allow space to park an RV. This home is too good to overlook. Book your viewing today!

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

$699,900

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

$674,900$674,900$674,900$674,900$674,900

is bright with an open concept design providing 
spacious living, dining and kitchen areas. There are 2 
bedrooms on the main floor and one 4 piece bathroom 
including a jet tub. The basement is newly finished 
featuring a great sized rec-room with a gas fireplace and 
beautiful stone surround. With a 3rd bedroom, laundry beautiful stone surround. With a 3rd bedroom, laundry 
room, 3 piece bathroom and a games room this home is 
ideal for a family of any size. The sprawling side yard has 

spacious living, dining and kitchen areas. There are 2 
bedrooms on the main floor and one 4 piece bathroom 
spacious living, dining and kitchen areas. There are 2 
bedrooms on the main floor and one 4 piece bathroom 
including a jet tub. The basement is newly finished 
featuring a great sized rec-room with a gas fireplace and 
beautiful stone surround. With a 3rd bedroom, laundry 
room, 3 piece bathroom and a games room this home is 

SOLD

Your new home awaits! This 3 Bedroom, 3 
Bathroom home with a fully f inished basement 
is located in a popular family fr iendly 
neighbourhood. The main f loor layout provides 
a large, bright kitchen and a spacious dining 
area. Convenient entrance from garage into 
the home with a 2 piece powder room only 
steps away. Laundry room along with 3 
bedrooms and a 4 piece bathroom are all 
situated on the second f loor. Walk straight out 
from your dining area to the fully fenced yard 
with concrete sidewalk and gardens . Shed on 

concrete pad & hydro for hot tub hook up. Huge deck . New carpet in the basement in 2017, 
new roof in 2018. Nothing to do but move in and enjoy all this home has to of fer!

$699,900$699,900$699,900$699,900$699,900

area. Convenient entrance from garage into 
the home with a 2 piece powder room only 
steps away. Laundry room along with 3 
bedrooms and a 4 piece bathroom are all 
situated on the second f loor. Walk straight out 
from your dining area to the fully fenced yard 

concrete pad & hydro for hot tub hook up. Huge deck . New carpet in the basement in 2017, 

the home with a 2 piece powder room only 
steps away. Laundry room along with 3 

from your dining area to the fully fenced yard 
with concrete sidewalk and gardens . Shed on 

concrete pad & hydro for hot tub hook up. Huge deck . New carpet in the basement in 2017, 

the home with a 2 piece powder room only 
steps away. Laundry room along with 3 
bedrooms and a 4 piece bathroom are all 
situated on the second f loor. Walk straight out 
from your dining area to the fully fenced yard 
with concrete sidewalk and gardens . Shed on 

SOLD

Julie M. Heckendorn,
Broker

This four level sidesplit offers lots of living area, (& lots of storage!). The lovely main floor 
family room features a cathedral ceiling, decorative window, two other large windows and 2 
walkouts ... a large interlocking brick patio area with partially fenced back yard. The kitchen 
offers lots of cabinetry, ceramic floor and a decorative wall in the dining area. Upstairs you'll 
find 3 spacious bedrooms and the main bathroom. The cozy lower level rec. room is great for 
the kids and has large windows and a gas heat stove. There is a 2nd bathroom on this level as 
well as the laundry room. The lower level consists of a large games room and another 
gym/storage area. You'll love the generous double garage and long concrete driveway. All this 
on a quiet crescent! MLS #40076474  

DIRECT (519) 588-7562
EMAIL: Julieheckendorn20@gmail.com

New Listing

$729,900   4 Thrush Court, Elmira 

PUT YOUR 
MONEY 
WHERE YOUR 
HOUSE IS  
Support the local 
businesses that keep 
your community and its 
newspapers thriving.

2020 OCNA 
BNC Award 
Finalists 

General Excellence Circ. 12,500 - 22,499
Best Editorial Circ. over 10,000
Humour Columnist of the year
Cartoonist of the year
Best Front Page Circ. over 10,000
In House Promotion
Local Retail Layout
Best Community Website Circ. over 10,000
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
ESSENTIAL TRANSPORTATION

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 
SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003
taylortax@rogers.com

Celebrating 10 Years of Service

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

Reach local 
people at the 
right time 
every week.
15,000 Observers are delivered to 
homes in Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Waterloo. 
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out 
how your business can book this space.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce 
The Township offi ce is open walk-in public traffi c; however, it is strongly recommended to have book an 
appointment before visiting the offi ce to ensure staff are available to assist you. We do have several 
services that are available online and can be found on our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes

• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits

• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, Trees, 
Winter Maintenance, etc.) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit

For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. 
For health information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

To view current media releases or to stay informed the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
www.Woolwich.ca/COVID19 

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
The Township of Woolwich is excited to welcome residents back to our recreation facilities and programs. 
The Woolwich Memorial Centre is now open for aquafi t, family & lane swims, walking track, fi tness 
classes & fi tness centre use pre-registered visits.

For additional information, including pre-registration & COVID protocol details please check the 
website at:  Woolwich.ca/RecCheck

Local Business Resources  
Applications are still open for Ontario’s Small Business Support grant ($10,000 - $20,000). Search 
“Ontario’s Action Plan: Responding to COVID-19” online to learn more about all provincial business 
support programs.

The Canada United small business grant ($5000) re-opened for applications across all provinces and 
territories. The program will remain open until all funds are depleted and applications are accepted on 
a fi rst come, fi rst served basis. 

COVID-19 Screening Requirements for Businesses: Public Health requires all businesses to screen 
patrons and workers before entering or coming to work. Visit https://bit.ly/3sI9r9h for more information 
about when to actively or passively screen. 

Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business!  For more information 
about government programs and other business supports call Jenna at 519-669-6020 or email:  
EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. Children under 
fi ve and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be kind to those 
unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
Do you or your loved ones have a vaccine appointment? We have a new webpage with details on what 
to expect. Find out more about:

• Clinic locations
• How to prepare before you go
• When to arrive (no more than 10 minutes ahead)
• What to bring with you

Visit regionofwaterloo.ca/VaccineClinics

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 8am to 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

371 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126 |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

The Next Elmira Clinic: 
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, March 19
2:30 - 7:30 pm 

Your 
donation
matters.

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing.
Book online at blood.ca or 
by calling 1-888-2-DONATE            
               (1-888-236-6283)

390 ARTHUR ST. S.,  519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE  
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

 ↆ E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R
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Downey, Maurice
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 Maurice 
passed away peacefully 12 days 
prior to his 90th birthday at Hospice 
Wellington, Guelph. Beloved husband 
of the late Rose (Runstedler) Downey 
(2015). Loving father of Linda (Murray) 
Buchan, the late Karen Downey 
(2016), Dennis (Dana) Downey, 
Stephen (Evelyn) Downey, Terry 
(Mary) Downey, the late Philip (1981), 
Darlene (Rick) Hauser; and his very 
good friend Diane Dietrich. Proud 
grandpa of 17 grandchildren and 25 
great-grandchildren. Survived by 
his siblings Marguerite Umbach and 
the late Ron, Eileen Downey and the 
late Carl, Jean Kraemer and the late 
Kevin, Helen and Bert Moore, Frances 
Mantler and the late Joseph. Maurice 
has been reunited with his loving wife 
Rose, his dear daughter Karen and 
his handsome “Young Prince” Philip. 
Also predeceased by his parents 
James and Rosella (Jordan) Downey. 
Maurice loved his immaculate lawn, 
his beautiful flowers and his love of 
carpentry, but above all, the love of his 
family. He will be missed immensely 
by the many lives he had touched. 
Visitation was held on Sunday, March 
7, 2021 from 2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. Funeral mass took place 
on Monday, March 8, 2021 at 11 a.m. 
at St. Teresa of Avila RC Church, 19 
Flamingo Dr., Elmira. The service will 
be livestreamed on Maurice’s tribute 
page of the funeral home website. A 
private family interment will follow 
at the Drayton Cemetery. A special 
thank you to everyone at Hospice 
Wellington for their outstanding care 
and compassion shown to Maurice 
in his final days. Also, thank you to 
the LHIN, Dr. Scott, Care Partners and 
their support workers. In Maurice’s 
memory, donations to Hospice 
Wellington would be appreciated.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Happy 40th Birthday
to our wonderful daughter who has 

brought us so much joy & happiness. 

We love you, Mom & Dad 

Happy 80th Birthday 
Dave Metzger

Friends and family, Help us honor 
this special occasion on March 18th 

by sharing your best wishes with 
cards, email and phone calls.

With love from Marj, Julie, Don, 
Jen, Rod, Juanita, Trent, Stephanie, 

Brandon, Amanda, Danielle, 
Bennett and Carissa

Obituary 

Death Notices

Birthday Birthday

Givlin, Elva
Passed away peacefully on Wednesday, 
March 3, 2021 at her residence in 
Elmira at the age of 90. Beloved wife 
of the late Frank Givlin (2019) married 
for almost 70 years. Devoted mother 
of Lisa Givlin, Dan and Jen Givlin. 
Elva was the best grandma ever to 
Sonja Givlin; Victoria, Benjamin, 
Darren Givlin and great-grandma of 
Megan Frances Cathcart. Dear sister 
of Joyce Querin. A special thank you 
to Dr. Manian, Anita, Dr. Keleher, 
LHIN and all the Care Partners, Diane, 
Sarah, Jane, Barb, Tina and all the 
other supportive services that put 
everything in place for Elva to rest 
comfortably at home. Cremation has 
taken place. There will be no funeral 
home visitation or funeral service. 
In Elva’s memory, donations to the 
Heart and Stroke Foundation would 
be appreciated and can be made by 
calling the Dreisinger Funeral Home 
at 519-669-2207.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 80th Birthday
Isabelle Snyder

March 13th

With Much Love from your Family

Birthday

Obituary 

Rick Gaudet 

You rest in the arms of angels
In a place of peace and love

Watching over us always
From heaven up above.

You guide us through our worries
And help us through each day

Always by our side
You never went away.

Though your smile is gone forever,
And your hand we cannot touch
Still we have so many memories

Of the one we loved so much.

Your memory is our keepsake
with which we will never part, 

God has you in His keeping
We have you in our hearts.

You rest in the arms of angels
Free from illness and pain

Waiting for the day
We are together once again. 

“Love and Miss You So Much”

March 23 1956 - March 12 2019

Chris, Allison, Geoff, Steph, Peyton, Lexi,  
Angie, Jeff, Connor, Leah and Scarlett

In Memoriam

COTE, DOLORES MARIE "DES" (DESMOND)  - 
MRS. DOLORES "DES" COTE PEACEFULLY AT 
Barnswallow Place, Elmira, on March 4, 2021 in 
her 94th year.

LINK, EVELYN RUTH (PETERS) - PEACEFULLY IN 
HER SLEEP WENT TO BE WITH HER LORD AND 
Saviour on March 2, 2021 at her home in Maryhill 
at the age of 86.

ROES, JACOB - PEACEFULLY AT NITHVIEW 
COMMUNITY, NEW HAMBURG, ON TUESDAY, 
March 2, 2021. Jacob, formerly of Wellesley in 
his 85th year. Beloved husband of May (nee Erb) 
for 63 years.

In Loving Memory of  
Earl Auger – March 16, 2020

I often sit and wonder why God took 
my precious man who was always there 
with a caring, helpful hand. We all miss 
you so much, hubby, dad, grandpa 
and friend but would never wish your 
body through suffering again. Life sure 
has changed. I miss you everyday but 
always remember our life together at 
night as I pray. Life goes on feeling 
your presence unseen, unheard and 
knowing the love and life we shared 
59 years becomes loving thoughts, 
pictures and memories forever. 
Joan, Dwayne, Bonnie and families.  
I appreciate my family and friends.

In Memoriam

Solutions for this week's puzzles.

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
SHOP
LOCAL.
SAVE
LOCAL  
Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper.

Reach local 
people at the 
right time 
every week.
15,000 Observers are delivered to homes 
in Woolwich, Wellesley and Waterloo.  
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out 
how your business can book this space.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here The Region of Waterloo and Explore Water-
loo Region have released the 2021 Bike 
Map. The online version of the map is on 
the region’s website, while printed versions 
will be available for free later in the spring. 
The map showcases all bike infrastruc-
ture in Waterloo Region and includes 
route suggestions and points of interest.
www.explorewaterlooregion.ca

Elmira’s Willard family last week presented 
the Grand River Hospital Foundation with 
$11,100, the proceeds from their annual 
Super Bowl party.  Raising money, earmarked 
for cancer care, has been an annual tradition 
for the family, one carried out differently this 
year due to the pandemic.

Out on your bike Family fundraiser

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Most people tend to avoid vehicle maintenance 
and repairs because of the surprise expense 

and inconvenience they cause.
We understand this and want to help! 

To do so, we create a maintenance and repair 
schedule specifi c to your vehicle and budget. 

This helps you understand the costs of upcoming 
work needed on your vehicle. 

- Andrew

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

AT THE OUTSET OF 
THE pandemic last year, 
Della vanDokkumburg 
used the added downtime 
to further her newfound 
interest in sketching, 
recording scenes around 
her home in Conestogo. 
That eventually led to the 
publication of a collection 
of her watercolour images. 

As the downtime 
continued, she ventured 
down the road a little, 
this time sketching the 
stories and views of West 
Montrose. Her new book, 
‘More Than A Covered 
Bridge: Sketches of West 
Montrose,’ features 30 
sketches, 28 points of 
interest, two maps and a 
cycling tour of the area. 

The local artist and 
historian last year became 
involved with the Kiss-
ing Bridge Studio Tour, 
where she first painted the 
landmark for which West 
Montrose is well known.   

“I was invited to join 
them on an arts assign-

ment day back in June, 
where we met at the 
covered bridge, and 
we each used our own 
medium to create art by 
the bridge. So, I sketched 
the covered bridge,” she 
said of the project that was 
used as part of the modi-
fied studio tour.

When she was out that 
June day, she had realized 
there was more beauty 
in the spot than she had 
previously noticed.

“While I was there 
sketching, I started 
looking around and 
thought, ‘you know, 
there’s a lot of interest-
ing places here that I can 
[capture].’ So, after that 
initial day of sketching, 
I started sketching more 
of the buildings in West 
Montrose. Eventually, I 
had enough material there 
to make a second book,” 
explained vanDokkum-
burg of the follow-up to 
last year’s Staying Home 
in 2020: Sketches of 
Conestogo.  

“When I sketch, I typi-
cally make one sketch. It 

Points of interest in Woolwich
Della vanDokkumburg's sketches of West Montrose are the 
basis of her new book. Damon MacLean

Della vanDokkumburg’s latest book finds plenty of subjects in West Montrose
takes me anywhere from 
three to six hours to create 
a sketch.” 

For vanDokkumburg, 
the process begins with 
water-soluble brush pens 
to liners, and then she 
moves on to watercolours 
before finishing details 
using both of the materi-
als. 

“It’s kind of a fluid 
movement back and forth 
between brush pens, and 
watercolors and just layer-
ing them on,” she said.

For the release of this 
book, vanDokkumburg 
has decided a portion of 
the sales of the $30 collec-
tion will go to support-
ing the BridgeKeepers 
organization, which looks 
to protect the heritage 
value of the old bridge and 
surrounding vista. Her 
last release helped Ray of 
Hope, the Kitchener-based 
community support orga-
nization. 

“[The BridgeKeep-
ers] have been a very 
important part of the 
West Montrose commu-
nity there – they’ve 

been involved in many 
aspects of the life of that 
village. And I wanted to 
provide funds to help the 
BridgeKeepers in their 
work in maintaining the 
trail... that benefits the 
local community and 
the community further 
abroad.”  

During her time in West 
Montrose, vanDokkum-
burg discovered some 
new points of interest that 
captivated her. Among her 
favourites are two barns 
which used to store wool 
and wool blankets for the 
mill in the 1800s, former 
schools, fieldstone houses, 
and then a specific black 
and white house near the 
general store that caught 
her eye. 

Now with an art studio 
set-up in St. Jacobs and 
her second edition in 
print, vanDokkumburg 
has plans of taking on the 
village of St. Jacobs as the 
next step in the series. To 
order a copy of the book, 
email vanDokkumburg 
at della.stroobosscher@
gmail.com.

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

FEELINGS OF ISOLATION 
ARE A recurring theme of 
the pandemic, intensified 
by the most recent lock-
down, for instance. To help 
counter that, Canal Pursuit 
Productions is preparing 
to run a virtual discussion 
series under the name 
‘People Talks,’ providing 
an avenue for people to 
discuss their lives, under-
standing they are not 
alone.

Elmira’s Clay Williams 
is one of the organizers 
bringing the virtual series 
to the region, using Insta-
gram as its format. 

An avid runner and 
mental health advocate, 
Williams has been taking 
part in runs as a fund-
raising effort, but says he 
wanted to expand beyond 
that. The idea for the talks 
stemmed from his partic-
ipation in similar events 
elsewhere.

“I’ve been doing these 
runs for a few years. And, 
this past year, I thought 
there’s more that I can do 
than just running to raise 
a little bit of money – there 
must be something more 
that I can do to try and 
help raise a little more 
awareness. So, with that 
in mind, I’ve done a few 
talks with a friend in 
Guelph (Lisa Browning), 
who hosted monthly talks 
for small groups, and 
she would rotate topics 
throughout the year... with 
that experience kind of in 
my back pocket, I thought, 
‘well, why can’t we do 
something like that locally 
in Elmira, Kitchener-Wa-

terloo area?’ And that was 
kind of the start – getting 
ordinary people to talk 
about their experiences,” 
he explained. 

Helping Williams bring 
the series to life are two of 
his friends, Maria Michel 
and Deidre Large, who 
are associates through 
the world of running and 
mental health. 

Each episode is 
expected to be between 
20-40 minutes in length, 
and ‘People’s Talks’ are 
requesting those inter-
ested in tuning in to 
submit questions for each 
week’s host to create more 
conversation and dialogue.  

The speakers are mainly 
geared around the subjects 
of mental health and 
sickness.

“There’s a bit of a variety. 
The main thoughts behind 
the talk are loosely related 
to mental health and to 
sickness, not necessarily 
both at the same time, 
although they could be. So, 
we have already had a few 
people who are interested 
in talking, who are strug-
gling with and have strug-
gled for a long time with 
depression and anxiety 
disorder, and have kind of 
developed their own tools 
or coping mechanisms,” 
said Williams.”They’re 
willing to share about their 
struggles, as well as some 
of the solutions, some 
of the tools that they’ve 
developed on their own, 
some of the help that they 
found, to be able to make 
it through. Also, we’ll have 
some professional people 
who are working in the 
healthcare field.” 

Better mental health 
by talking it out
“People Talks” series a way for Elmira’s Clay 
Williams to go beyond raising funds

→ PEOPLE TALKS 24
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Corned Beef and Cabbage Hash
▢ 1 pound russet pota-
toes, unpeeled, cut into 
1⁄2-inch dice

▢ 12 ounces cooked 
corned beef brisket, cut 
into 1⁄2-inch dice

▢ 3 cups shredded 
green cabbage

▢ 1 cup thinly sliced 
onion

▢ 2 carrots, peeled and 
cut into 1⁄2-inch dice (1⁄2 
cup)

▢ 2 tablespoons vege-
table oil

▢ 2 garlic cloves, sliced 
thin

▢ 2 teaspoons coarsely 
chopped fresh thyme

▢ 2 teaspoons pepper

▢ 1 1⁄2 teaspoons dry 
mustard

▢ 1 teaspoon table salt

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon ground 
allspice

▢ 4 tablespoons 
unsalted butter, cut into 
16 pieces

1. Toss potatoes, beef, 
cabbage, onion, carrots, 
oil, garlic, thyme, pepper, 
mustard, salt and allspice 
together in a large bowl. 
Transfer mixture to a 
12-inch nonstick skillet 
and set over medium 
heat (skillet will be very 
full, but contents will 
cook down). Cover and 
cook until potatoes are 
tender, 15 to 20 minutes, 
stirring occasionally.

2. Remove skillet from 
heat and, using a potato 
masher, mash ingredients 
into a coarse, cohesive 
mass. Spread corned 
beef mixture into an even 
layer and place butter 
pieces along the sides of 
the skillet all around the 
hash. Return to medium 
heat and cook, uncov-
ered and undisturbed, 
until well browned on the 

bottom, 5 to 7 minutes.

3. Flip spatula-size 
portions of hash and 
lightly repack in the skil-
let. Cook until browned 
on the second side, 
about 2 minutes. Flip 
again and brown the 
bottom once more, about 
2 minutes. Serve.

Recipe notes: Corned 
beef is sold both raw and 
fully cooked. Purchase 
fully cooked corned beef 
from the deli counter –
ask the butcher to slice 
it 1⁄2-inch thick. You 
can also use cooked 
corned beef left over 
from a boiled dinner. 
About one-quarter of a 
head of green cabbage 
will yield 3 cups. Serve 
with hot sauce and a 
fried egg, if desired.

Bring this home for 
St. Patrick's Day

We wanted a recipe 
for this diner 

staple that was easy to 
make in every home 
kitchen. In a large bowl 
we tossed together ½  -inch 
cubes of cooked corned 
beef from the deli counter, 
unpeeled russet potatoes 
and carrots, which offered 
pretty pops of color. We 
also added shredded 
cabbage and sliced onion 
and combined the entire 
mixture with garlic, 
thyme, a few spices and 
vegetable oil.

We transferred the 
contents of the bowl to 
a nonstick skillet and 
cooked them, covered, 
until the potatoes were 
tender. We then removed 
the skillet from the heat 

and mashed the ingredi-
ents into a solid mass with 
a potato masher.

After adding little nubs 
of butter all around the 
sides, we returned the 
skillet to the heat to brown 
the hash. Flipping the 
hash in sections with a 
spatula gave us control 
over how much browning 
was achieved and allowed 
browning on both sides. 
The finished hash was 
bound by creamy potatoes 
and woven in a web of 
cabbage, with salty, tender 
corned beef and subtly 
sweet carrots in every bite.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at 
www.amercastestkitchen.com

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

MONDAY, MARCH 15
▢ Woolwich Gardeners presents speaker Shaun 
Booth "Re-Defining Four Season Interest with Native 
Plants" at 7 p.m. Zoom link will be sent to members. 
Contact Mary Austin (519)669-2617 for membership 
or email us at woolwichgardeners@gmail.com.

TUESDAY, MARCH 16
▢ Gale Tuesday Take-Out Luncheon. Drive-thru pick 
up between 11:30 a.m & 12:30 p.m. Menu: Roast Beef, 
Mashed Potatoes with gravy, Hot Veggie, Salad, 
Bread & Dessert, $12/meal. Please RSVP by March 
11 to Marilyn 519-669-5734 or atcoupal@rogers.com

▢ Bone Health and Nutrition virtually using Zoom at 
6:30 p.m. Nutrition strongly affects bone health 
throughout our lives. In this session you will learn 
dietary strategies for improved bone health. Wool-
wich Community Health Centre Health Educa-
tion session. For your Zoom invitation email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca

THURSDAY, MARCH 26
▢ Our Eye and Digital Fatigue vitually using Zoom at 
6:30 p.m. How do digital devices cause eye fatigue? 
What precautions can you take to reduce the symp-
toms associated with digital eye fatigue. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre Health Education session. 
For your Zoom invitation email gberihun@wchc.on.ca

TUESDAY, MARCH 30
▢ Healthy Eating to Keep Blood Sugars in Range 
virtually using Zoom at 6:30 p.m. Healthy foods can 
help keep your blood sugar in check. Join WCHC to 
will learn which foods turn to sugars in your blood 
stream, healthy lifestyle habits, tips on label reading. 
Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your Zoom invitation.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND: 

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual.

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:

 Community Care Concepts of 
Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

 Woolwich Community Services
 Woolwich Counseling Centre
 Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, 

Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.
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ACROSS
1. Capital of Rhône
4. Not as tardy as 

impossible!
8. By means of
10. Promotion
12. At all times
13. Radical
15. Arrived
17. Reddish-brown gem
19. Attention drawing
21. Common criminal
23. Back muscle, familiarly
24. Eagle's nest
26. Inclination
28. Decorated, as a cake
31. Audience
32. Anita Brookner's 

"Hotel du ___"
35. Boiling blood
36. Skintight one piece
38. Audio effect
40. Angry outburst
42. Reduce, as expenses
44. Founder of 

psychoanalysis
45. Horse noises

47. "___ you kidding?"
49. Chow down
50. Mame, for one
51. Oversupply
53. Dots
54. Taken care of
55. "To thine own 

___ be true"
57. "___ who?"
58. Common to 

feline and rug
59. Calendar span
61. Grind
62. Says "When?"

DOWN
1. "___ we forget"
2. "Sure"
3. Gold braid
4. Can
5. Class
6. Length x width, 

for a rectangle
7. Jelly ingredient
8. Check for accuracy
9. Hurting
10. Plural of Amnion

11. Clean
14. Pa's partner
16. Broadcast
18. Kosher ___
20. Chest material
22. Cross
25. Musical staff symbol
27. Oil source
29. Code
30. Fraternity letters
33. Land unit
34. On sale
36. Newton, e.g.
37. Bailiwick
39. Unwell
41. Department store 

department
43. Abbr. after many a 

general's name
46. Band booking
48. Bemoan
50. Not a particular one
51. 'Monopoly' square
52. Analyze
56. Cafeteria-goers
60. Arctic bird

ↆ X - W O R D
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 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
LENT 4

Deep In the Wilderness-
Called to Deep Healing

www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Erv Wiens Preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My 
father has a history of 
kidney stones. He has 
changed his diet in the 
past year, which seemed 
to help. I'm concerned 
though, since I had heard 
kidney stones can in-
crease during the summer. 
Is this true? If so, are there 
any tips for how he can 
further reduce his risk?

ANSWER: As temperatures 
rise during the summer 
months, so does the risk of 
developing kidney stones, 
even if you have never 
had one before. There 
are several reasons why 
there is a rise in kidney 
stones during the summer 
months. Among these 
reasons are an increase in 
outdoor activities, and the 
amount and types of food 
and drink we consume.

Research shows that as 
the weather warms up, 
people spend more time 
outdoors, doing yardwork, 
spending time at the pool 
or around a barbeque. 
And often the body is not 
getting the type of fluids 
it needs while losing more 
than normal via the skin.

Kidney stones are hard 
deposits of minerals and 
salts that form inside your 
kidneys. They develop 
when your urine contains 
more crystal-forming 
substances, such as 
calcium, oxalate and uric 
acid, than the fluid in your 
urine can dilute.

There are several 
causes for kidney stones, 
including diet, which 

What causes kidney stones?

can play a significant 
role in the formation of 
kidney stones. A family or 
personal history of kidney 
stones raises your risk, as 
do certain medications 
and medical conditions.

Diseases and conditions 
that may increase the risk 
of kidney stones include 
inflammatory bowel 
disease, chronic diarrhea, 
renal tubular acidosis, 
liver disease, cystinuria, 
hyperparathyroidism and 
urinary tract infections. 
High body mass index, 
large waist size and weight 
gain also are associated 
with kidney stones. 
Having gastric bypass 
surgery and taking certain 
medications can raise your 
risk too.

One of the most straight-
forward ways to lower 
kidney stone risk is to 
drink plenty of fluids, 
water in particular. Extra 
fluids dilute urine, making 
stones less likely. During 
the summer months, it is 
important to drink plenty 
of water to prevent dehy-
dration. But consuming 
lots of liquid in the heat 
of summer can lower your 
risk for developing kidney 
stones.

Typically, this equates 
to drinking about eight to 
10 glasses a day of water, 
which should allow for you 
to pass approximately 2 ½   
liters of urine per day. One 

way to gauge whether you 
have adequate fluid intake 
is to check the appearance 
of your urine. If it's light or 
clear, you're likely drink-
ing enough fluids. Avoid 
too many sugar sweet-
ened beverages or colas 
as these can increase the 
risk. Sugary drinks, added 
sodium in sports drinks 
and an excess of calcium 
can increase your risk for 
stones also.

The amount of salt in 
your diet makes a differ-
ence, too. Taking in too 
much salt increases the 
amount of calcium your 
kidneys have to filter, and 
that raises your risk of 
kidney stones.

Many foods that are 
popular during the 
summer, including 
processed foods and meats 
like hamburgers and hot 
dogs, which are laden with 
sodium and nitrates, also 
can affect your risk for 
kidney stones. Reducing 
the amount of salt in your 
diet may lower the risk of 
stones.

Crafting a diet to 
prevent kidney stones 
can be complicated, so if 
your father has not had 
a consultation with a 
dietitian, I would recom-
mend that he do so. 
Together they can review 
his specific situation and 
work to create an eating 
plan tailored to his needs 
during the summer and 
beyond.

It is important for your 
father to know the type of 
stone he forms. This can 

help with dietary choices. 
For example, if his stones 
are calcium oxalate, he 
may need to limit foods 
rich in oxalates. This 
includes certain fruits and 
vegetables, as well as nuts 
and chocolate. In most 
cases, eating low-fat dairy 
products with meals can 
protect against kidney 
stones by lowering oxalate 
that is absorbed. Uric acid 
kidney stones can form 
in people who don't drink 
enough fluids, have diabe-
tes or metabolic syndrome 
or eat a high-protein diet. 
In that case, choosing a 
diet low in animal protein 
can help.

If he has not already had 
one, I would recommend 
your father ask his health 
care provider for a test 
called a "metabolic urine 
profile," This test involves 
analyzing urine over a 
24- to 48-hour period. It 
gives specific information 
about how the kidneys are 
working and helps identify 
modifiable risk factors 
for kidney stone develop-
ment.

Given your father's 
history, it is important to 
know that heredity plays 
a role in kidney stones. 
People who have a family 
member with kidney 
stones are at least twice as 
likely to develop stones as 
those who don't have that 
family history. Though 
kidney stones can occur 
in people in their 20s, 
most people get their first 
kidney stone between the 
40 and 60. After you have 

one stone, the chance of 
getting another within 
a year is about 15%. The 
likelihood of developing 
more stones in three to five 
years is 35% to 40%, and 
within 10 years, it's 50%.

By taking time to 
become educated about 
kidney stones and practice 

good hydration and diet, 
your father can reduce 
his risk for kidney stones 
despite the changing 
temperatures. Should he 
find that his kidney stones 
are increasing, he should 
follow up with his health 
care provider or a nephrol-
ogist.
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THE BEST DAM COLUMN IN TWENTY-FIVE YEARS.
Find our more about My Side of the Dam at observerxtra.com/allen

FIRST 100
PRE-ORDERS 

■ EVERY COLUMN
■ MORE THAN 400 PAGES
■ MARTIN FAMILY PHOTOS
■ NEVER-BEFORE SEEN 
     OBSERVER ARCHIVE IMAGES
■ FORWARD FROM THE FAMILY
■ LIFE AFTER THE COLUMN 
THROUGH OBSERVER STORIES

MY SIDE OF THE DAM: THE 
RETROSPECTIVE 1996-2003

#DAMBOOK

$25
+ EXCLUSIVE POSTER OF QUOTES
+ EXCLUSIVE DAM BOOKMARK

PRICE AFTER 100 .... $40.00

PRE-ORDER DETAILS:
observerxtra.com/allen
519-669-5790 | 1-888.966.5942
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1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

NOW OPEN!
FOR IN-STORE SHOPPING, ONLINE & CURBSIDE PICKUP

FULLY STOCKED
OVER 1,000 PRODUCTS NOW ONLINE!
SHOP IN STORE OR CURBSIDE PICKUP!

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE

$114747
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

$$$

TOP SELLERTOP SELLER
12MM THICK12MM THICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

IN STOCK!

ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE
12”X24”12”X24”

PORCELAIN PORCELAIN 
TILETILE

$$119999
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REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

47” WIDE VINYL47” WIDE VINYL
STAIR TREADS STAIR TREADS 

STEP & RISER INCLUDEDSTEP & RISER INCLUDED

$$65659999
FROM EACH

IN STOCK!

ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE
3/4” THICK3/4” THICK

SOLID OAK SOLID OAK 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD
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REG 5.99

IN STOCK!

ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE
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REG 4.99

VINYL  

111999999
PLUS PAD PLUS PAD 

ATTACHEDATTACHED

IN STOCK!

5.5” WIDE5.5” WIDE
SQUARESQUARE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS

$$116767
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE
3”X6” OR 4”X12”3”X6” OR 4”X12”

SUBWAYSUBWAY
TILETILE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

NO TAX!

AREA RUGSAREA RUGSAREA RUGSAREA RUGS
HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

$$9999
$199199

$299299

5’5’
X7’X7’
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FROM

FROM

FROM

NEWNEW
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ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE

ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE

This kind of event 
has become even more 
relevant during the 
pandemic, Williams 
asserts.

“The original inception 
was just wanting to help 
out a little bit more or do 
a little bit more than just 
raising funds. And it was, 
I guess, a little bit was my 
own desire to talk with 

people a little bit more. 
We’ve been isolated in the 
world – social distancing 
has an effect. We’re physi-
cally distancing, for sure, 
but we seem to be social 
distancing, as well. 

“So, I think that that 
dynamic has really exac-
erbated the problems that 
some people are already 
struggling with, and 
introduces new problems 

to people who were not 
struggling before.” 

The series is free, but 
donations towards the 
Mood Disorders Society’s 
Move for Mental Health 
Campaign are welcomed.

For more information, 
follow Canal Pursuit on 
Twitter and Instagram to 
tune in on March 14 at 3 
p.m. for the first edition of 
the series.  
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Elmira's Clay Williams has started a virtual discussion series. Damon MacLean

Quintin and Peyton Leadley with some of their snow structures. Damon MacLean

Bamberg kids make 10-foot-tall 
elephant out of snow

Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

SIBLINGS PEYTON AND 
QUINTIN LEADLEY have 
made the most of their free 
time by creating elephants 
out of snow in their 
Bamberg front yard. The 
two homeschoolers were 
working on a project on 
African elephants, which 
inspired the front-yard 
beast they named ‘Elon 
Tusk.’  

The elephantidae 
stands nearly 10-feet-tall 
and has a slide running 
down its trunk that the 
kids are making the most 
out of. 

“We kind of started 
with just a little pile in the 
middle, and we expanded 
it every snow,” said Quin-

tin, with Peyton adding 
that “we kept on packing 
it down.” 

The creature melted 
after the first rain, which 
prompted the kids to pat 
down the snow and build 
back better. To build up 
snow, they used shovels 
and snowplows with the 
help of their parents and 
neighbours. 

The Leadley kids have 
plans of hollowing out the 
creature if the tempera-
ture remains cool, 
keeping the snow on the 
ground for a little longer. 
The goal is to create a TV 
room inside at the end of 
a tunnel.  

The project is just one 
of many creative winter 
hobbies the brother and 
sister duo have taken on. 

Another one was sleep-
ing underneath their 
snow-covered trampoline 
fort, and in another fort 
that subsequently melted 
away. 

The creation also 
received assistance from 
neighbours Marilyn 
Hartung and her husband 
Richard, who also enjoyed 
playing in the snow. The 
couple created a shuffle-
board on their pond and a 
couple of snow sculptures 
around their property, 
including a man sitting on 
a real toilet attending to 
his business surrounded 
by stacks of toilet paper 
rolls.

“They’re not our own 
grandkids, but they are 
like grandkids to us,” said 
Hartung.  


