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519-584-4755
webstoneprosoils.ca

100% compost
A natural soil
enhancement

for lawns

Garden Centre Sales

While supplies last

315 Arthur St., S., ELMIRA

519-669-5403
Operated by
Tyson Pagett

Good selection 
of perennials, 

vegetables 
or Herbs.

OPEN 8AM-9PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

Hanging Baskets
Perennials   Annuals

Planter Baskets

Alex Filipe 
Observer Staff

JUNE’S ARRIVAL 
WOULD NORMALLY 
MARK the final count-
down to the school year, 
with kids looking forward 
to leaving their classrooms 
behind them. But they’ve 
already done that, and 
they won’t be returning 
until September.

Ontario Premier Doug 
Ford announced Wednes-
day schools will remain 
shuttered for the rest of 
the year, with in-person 
learning on hold until after 
the summer.

The issue was front and 
center when Ford last week 
addressed a letter to health 
experts and teachers’ orga-
nizations soliciting their 
opinions on the benefits 
and risks of reopening 
schools in June. He ulti-
mately decided against the 
advice offered by experts, 
including the province’s 
top doctor.

“Keeping children safe 
is our foremost consid-
eration, which is why as 
experts in health, public 
health and education we 
are seeking your perspec-

Students won’t 
return to class 
before year’s end
Ford government indicates that remote 
learning will be in place until September

tive,” wrote Ford.
The letter outlines 

some main questions and 
concerns the province has 
in regards to the safety of 
teachers and students, the 
possibility of increasing 
case counts if schools 
do open and if teachers 
should be fully vaccinated 
before resuming in-class 
lessons.

The issue was raised 
Tuesday by Ontario’s chief 
medical officer of health, 
Dr. David Williams, when 
he argued schools should 
be one of the first things to 
reopen.

“Ideally, I’d like the 
schools open before we 
enter step one of our exit 
strategy,” said Williams of 
the post-pandemic period.

School boards and 
educators have been plan-
ning for all contingencies.

“During this school year, 
we have moved our system 
between in-person and 
remote learning, and so we 
are confident in our ability 
to work with any potential 
framework for doing so as 
directed by the ministry,” 
explained Ross Howey, 
communications officer 

→ SCHOOLS 4

Charles Reeves, site coordinator Nadine Green, Dennis Leger and Zoe Wassing with one of the tiny homes at A Better Tent City at Lot42 
in Kitchener. The group is looking to relocate to a site near Breslau. Alex Filipe

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

RUSHING TO FIND A 
NEW location to set up 
shop, a homelessness 
group wants Woolwich to 
bypass planning protocols 
to allow for a move to a 
piece of vacant farmland 
near Breslau.

A Better Tent City 
(ABTC) has been providing 
shelter in tiny homes at 
a former industrial event 
space, Lot42, in Kitch-
ener. With the sale of the 

property, the organization 
has to vacate by June 20. 
Having secured the use 
of a 55-acre farm parcel 
owned by the Catholic 
Diocese of Hamilton, the 
group has been moving 
quickly to set up shop on 
the property, which has no 
services such as water or 
sewers. 

Addressing Woolwich 
council Tuesday night, 
ABTC volunteers and 
supporters made an 
emotional appeal, calling 
on the township to act 

quickly to grant the orga-
nization an exemption 
from the normal planning 
process, which could take 
months or years.

“The township could 
take a regulatory approach 
to this, talking about due 
process and so on, or you 
can take a compassionate 
approach,” argued ABTC 
volunteer Jeff Willmer.

“We could move in this 
month if the township is 
willing to be compassion-
ate.”

Breslau residents, 

however, were not recep-
tive to the appeal, calling 
on council to reject the 
idea based on concerns for 
safety, property values and 
the shelter’s incompatibil-
ity with its surroundings, 
which includes a school on 
an adjacent property.

In both oral presenta-
tions via video conferenc-
ing and dozens of written 
submissions, residents 
pointed to the lack of basic 
amenities on a somewhat 
isolated farm property.

→ TENT CITY 2

Homeless appeal to Woolwich
Quick exemption from planning process requested by A Better Tent City project
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Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com

Dr. Rebecca 
nnon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

: Hair Analysis: Hair Analysis:
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com
69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca 8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

New episode release: #6 Just Dropped.

Available
wherever
you listen.  

▶  podcast.observerxtra.com

by Heather Calder

25 years later the Observer serial
novel turned into 40 parts in 9 
episodes. Listen for Free Today!

“This location is not 
appropriate due to the lack 
of resources required to 
support this community. 
There is no nearby public 
transportation, access to 
grocery, food establish-
ments and other social 
services. In addition, the 
location is inappropriate 
due to its proximity to a 
school,” wrote Breslau 
resident Peter Dasilva in a 
written submission.

“While we know home-
lessness is an issue that 
society needs to address, 
young children and teens 
should not be consistently 
exposed to the associated 
behaviours.”

“I am concerned about 
the proposed tent city for 
the Spitzig Road location 
for so many reasons. I 
have had the opportunity 
to visit the site at Lot42 
where the current site is 
and I have to tell you that 
I was horrified at the site 
of people actively using 
drugs in front of me and 
garbage stacked nearly 
to the roofs of the huts. 
I saw this with my own 
eyes,” wrote resident 
John Heaton. “I would 
encourage anyone who is 
interested in having this 
site in Breslau visit the 
current site to get a feel 
for how this is operating 
currently.”

Proponents painted a 
different picture, however, 
stressing the feeling of 
family the community of 
residents has formed now 
that they have a home 
rather than being home-
less.

Laura Hamilton, of 
the Social Development 
Centre of Waterloo Region, 
for instance, noted ABTC 

and its residents have 
acted to correct issues as 
they arise.

ABTC plans to service 
the land, relocate the 
homeless people currently 
sheltered at Lot42 to the 
site and develop a farm 
operation. That would 
include building an access 
lane, bringing power into 
the site from the road, 
drilling a well, installing a 
septic system and build-
ing an agricultural shed 
big enough to house 40 
of the tiny homes at the 
site today. The building 
would also incorporate 
toilets, showers, a kitchen 
and laundry facilities. 
The plan also calls for the 
introduction of farming 
both as a food source for 
residents and a seasonal 
market garden.

“There may not be a 
perfect site in this region, 
but the Spitzig Road site is 
a beautiful opportunity for 
A Better Tent City, or for A 
Better Tent City to evolve 
into A Better Tent City 
farm,” said Wilmer.

ABTC is currently 
located at an industrial 
site on Ardelt Avenue 
in Kitchener, where the 
former owner allowed the 
group to set up shop. While 
the use was not permitted, 
the city last July granted a 
one-year exemption. The 
owner, Ron Doyle, subse-
quently died of cancer 
earlier this spring, and 
the property was sold last 
month. The group has less 
than three weeks now to 
vacate the site.

The situation may 
not be that pressing, 
however, as another ABTC 
supporter, Fr. Toby Collins 
of St. Mary’s Church in 
Kitchener said the group 

could relocate temporarily 
to nearby St. Mary’s High 
School for the summer 
prior to the start of the 
next school year.

Even so, the temporary 
measure is likely to fall 
outside the normal time-
line for a formal planning 
application. At first blush, 
the property located on 
Spitzig Road north of 
Highway 7 isn’t suitable 
for the proposed use, says 
Woolwich’s manager of 
planning.

“It’s staff’s position at 
this point that it doesn’t 
conform to the township 
official plan,” said Jeremy 
Vink May 28, referring 
to Woolwich’s overarch-
ing planning document. 
“Definitely, there are some 
planning issues that have 
to be addressed.”

Currently zoned for 
agricultural use, the prop-
erty would accommodate 
a single-family residence 
and a farm operation, 
subject to servicing 
and restrictions such as 
setback requirements for 
farm buildings such as 
barns, he explained.

Setting up a number 
of tiny homes, or modi-
fied garden sheds such 
as those currently in use, 
wouldn’t be applicable. 

“There are regula-
tions around accessory 
buildings such as garden 
sheds,” said Vink.

Whatever the circum-
stances, there’s a process 
that has to be followed if 
the project is ever to see 
the light of day, noted 
David Brenneman, the 
township’s chief adminis-
trative officer.

“The group has been 
advised that due process 
needs to be followed,” he 

said last Friday, adding 
that ABTC will have to 
meet all of the same 
obligations as any group 
looking to carry out a 
development project, 
including all planning and 
zoning requirements.

“We certainly have indi-
cated to them that there is 
a process they would have 
to follow,” he stressed, 
noting that floating the 
idea prior to approach-
ing the township could 
be something of a “trial 
balloon.”

At Tuesday night’s 
meeting, he suggested 
staff would be pushing for 
a formal planning process 
rather than a quick 
exemption for the project.

Responding to a ques-
tion from Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan, Willmer said 
the group would prefer 
to be granted an exemp-
tion, but would follow the 
regular planning process if 
directed to do so. Thus far, 
there has been no formal 
application, with ABTC’s 
plans for a quick move 
catching the township off 
guard, as it did residents.

Through the St. Mary’s 
Parish in Kitchener, ABTC 
was offered the land 
owned by the Hamilton 
Diocese. Breslau residents 
were quick to respond 
this week when the group 
began making contact 
with neighbours about the 
proposed use of the vacant 
land. As with comments 
on the video stream 
Tuesday night, residents 
took to social media to 
decry the idea. A petition 
against the project quickly 
garnered more than 2,000 
signatures.

The issue will be back on 
council’s agenda June 8.

TENT CITY: Breslau residents swamp township in opposition to proposal
→FROM 1

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

REDUCED GRAND 
RIVER TRANSIT FARES 
for seniors and students 
will end July 1, replaced 
by a new subsidy based on 
income rather than age.

The affordable transit 
program (ATP) replaces 
existing discounts in order 
to provide fare reductions 
to a wider range of low-in-
come residents. The new 
program cuts almost in 
half (48 per cent) fares 
paid by eligible transit 
users.

The changes were made 
after a lengthy evaluation, 
study and consultation 
with the community, says 
Peter Zinck, director of 
transit services for the 
Region of Waterloo.

The low-income 
transit program was first 
proposed in September 
of 2019, but full changes 
were put on hold due to 
the pandemic. Now, the 
program will come into 
effect next month, he said.

The new system comes 
as ridership remains low, 
although slightly higher 
than a year ago, when daily 
numbers fell to about 30 
per cent of normal levels, 
or 28,000. This year, daily 
ridership has edged up 
slightly to 30,000, said 
Zinck, noting that route 
21 to Elmira saw a slightly 
smaller drop in ridership,  
to about 40 per cent of 
pre-pandemic levels.  

Given the ongoing 

 GRT subsidies move 
to income -based 
system as of July 1

restrictions related to 
COVID-19, the impact of 
the fare changes might 
take a while to be seen.

Under the new arrange-
ment, a standard monthly 
ridership pass for an 
adult priced at $90 will 
fall to $46.80 under the 
ATP. Single fares under 
the stored value payment 
option, priced at $2.86m, 
will be reduced to $1.49, 
down by 48 per cent as 
well. 

ATP replaces the transit 
for reduced income 
program (TRIP), but will 
not be replacing TAPP, 
the Ontario Works Tran-
sit Affordability Pass 
Program, which applies 
to attendees of St. Louis 
School progressing 
towards a high school 
diploma, those work-
ing towards their GED, 
and those enrolled in an 
Ontario Works/Employ-
ment Ontario program. 

To qualify for the ATP, 
people must be 18 years or 
above, live in the region, 
not be enrolled full-time 
in post-secondary institu-
tion and have an income 
that falls below various 
thresholds. The house-
hold income limit before 
taxes is $18,900 or less 
for a one-person house-
hold, $26,460 or less for 
a two-person residence, 
$34,020 for a three-person 
residence, $37,800 for a 
four-person residence, 
and $41,580 or less for a 
five-person household.  

→ TRANSIT 6
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three As Seniors’ Month kicked off Tuesday, Wool-
wich council voted to support the Woolwich 
Seniors Association, providing $6,000 
from the municipal COVID-19 relief fund to 
compensate for lost membership revenue, 
and forgiving up to $5,000 in money pledged 
for a driveway project at the WMC. The 
association had already paid out more than 
$20,000 towards its $25,000 commitment. 

Severe weather took its toll on the 
region this week when record break-
ing temperatures were superseded by 
lightning storms and funnel clouds caus-
ing fires and power outages Wednes-
day. Wellesley firefighters were called 
out to a pair of fires in rapid succession.
From the June 3, 2006 edition of The Observer

Support for seniors From the archives

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Kings support GOJHL play for Junior A designation
Alex Filipe
Observer Staff

ORGANIZERS OF THE 
GREATER ONTARIO 
Hockey League (GOJHL) 
are looking for an ‘A,’ 
petitioning the Ontario 
Hockey Association to be 
reclassified as Junior A 
from the current Junior B 
designation.

Pandora Wilhelm has launched an awareness campaign following the discovery of the remains of 215 children buried at the Kamloops 
Indian Residential School. She’s collecting shoes as part of a memorial. Alex Filipe

In an open letter, the 
GOJHL, which includes 
the Elmira Sugar Kings, 
said the reclassification 
would provide more 
opportunities for the 
league’s players, specifi-
cally the logistical barriers 
and fewer opportunities 
for highly skilled players 
living in southern Ontario. 
The current designation 

hinders their professional 
progress and development 
in the sport, the league 
says.

“For years, the level of 
play in the GOJHL has 
been equal to, or better 
than that of other Junior 
A leagues in Ontario,” said 
GOJHL commissioner 
Brent Garbutt. “We are 
simply asking the OHA 

to do the right thing and 
ensure that our league 
classification adequately 
reflects the talent and skill 
sets of our elite athletes.”

Players in Southwest-
ern Ontario who want 
to join a Junior A league 
are forced to relocate up 
to eight hours outside of 
their district. Affordability 
is also a factor, with some 

Junior A leagues costing 
nearly $10,000 for one 
season of play. 

“If the OHA does the 
right thing and approves 
our call for reclassifi-
cation, it will level the 
playing field for all players 
across southwestern 
Ontario, keep them in 
their hometowns and 
make junior hockey a → GOJHL 6

more accessible sport for 
all,” said Garbutt.

It’s a position backed 
by the Sugar Kings, whose 
players must move out of 
their family homes and 
hometowns if they want 
to advance in their hockey 
career.

“The GOJHL has been 
recognized for years as 

Indigenous mass grave a catalyst for 
Wellesley woman’s awareness campaign

Alex Filipe
Observer Staff

WHEN PANDORA 
WILHELM FIRST HEARD 
the news regarding the 
remains of 215 children 
found buried at the 
Kamloops Indian Residen-
tial School, she was not 

surprised.
“It shouldn’t have taken 

this long,” expressed 
Wilhelm. “We’ve been 
pushing for it [an investiga-
tion] for years.”

The Kamloops Indian 
Residential School was first 
established in 1890 and 
was in operation until its 

closure in 1969. At its peak 
in 1950, Kamloops saw 500 
students enrolled. The 
school still stands today, 
located on the Tk’emlúps te 
Secwépemc First Nation.

Rumors of unmarked 
graves on the school 
grounds were finally 
proven true after the 

Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc 
investigated the site 
themselves and announced 
the discovery of 215 child 
bodies, some as young as 3 
years of age.

“It should not be up to 
the indigenous bands and 
the people to be paying for 

→ AWARENESS 6

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
LAST WEEK THAT the 
province is accelerat-
ing second doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine came as 
welcome news to the offi-
cials in Waterloo Region, 
which is seeing some 
improvement in what have 
been stagnant levels of 
infection.

The Ford government 
announced last Friday 
it was aiming for a 
“two-dose” summer in a 
race to get Ontarians inoc-
ulated as soon as possible.

For public health offi-
cials, that means working 
out the logistics, notes 
Shirley Hilton, who heads 
the region’s vaccine distri-
bution task force.

“The timing of second 
dose appointments will 
vary based on local consid-
erations, vaccine supply 
and the date of the first 
dose appointment. The 
province did announce an 
anticipated schedule for 
eligibility for the short-
ened second doses, and, 

again, it’s all very depen-
dent on confirmed supply, 
starting with the 80-plus 
[year-olds] to be eligi-
ble to book a shortened 
second dose appointment 
beginning May 31. Then 
followed by the 70-plus 
eligible to book a short 
dose appointment for 
the week of June 14. As 
this announcement was 
just made this morning, 
further details will be 
provided in the coming 
days as to how we will plan 
to book those appoint-
ments,” she said during 
May 28’s weekly pandemic 
update.

“After some stagnation 
in our case rates, we have 
started to see improve-
ments again,” added 
medical officer of health 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang of the 
overall trend in the fight 
against the virus.

“As of May 27, our 
weekly incidence rate is 
approximately 55 cases 
per 100,000 per week. 
improvement provincial 
rate is approximately 62 
cases per 100,000 per 

Region hopeful it can 
meet with province’s 
accelerated timeline 
for vaccinations

→ PANDEMIC 4
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Only water 
5:30–10 a.m. and 

7–11 p.m.

The Water Conservation By‐law is in The Water Conservation By‐law is in
effect May 31 to September 30effect May 31 to September 30

Know your day and follow the rules to help 
conserve our community’s water. Water lawns 
once per week, based on your house number.

Water wisely!Water wisely!

If your address ends in:
0 or 1 your watering day is: Monday
2 or 3 Tuesday
4 or 5 Wednesday
6 or 7 Thursday
8 or 9 Friday

Follow the by-law to help reduce summer strain on our water 
supply. Thanks for doing your part!

For more information:
bit.ly/WaterBylaw, 519-575-4400

Deaf and hard of hearing 
(TTY): 519-575-4608

• You can water shrubs, trees and gardens, wash vehicles or top up pools 
every other day: even-numbered addresses on even days of the 
month and odd-numbered addresses on odd days.

• Using a bucket, watering can or rain barrel is 
allowed anytime.

• For newly-planted grass and nematode 
applications, apply online or call.

Jim Schwindt – Chair
519-669-5012

Ted Brough
519-669-2217

Inga Rinne
519-742-8750

Grace Sudden
519-648-2893

WOOLWICH
COMMUNITY FUND

Helping good people
do great things

May 26, 2021

The Woolwich Community Fund Board would like to thank our 
generous donors for their continued  financial support and, 
congratulate this years recipients:

• Bring on the Sunshine – “Using Art, Music, Words and Dance to 
build and uplift the school and commuity spirit.”

• Brain Injury Association – Support for brain injury victims as 
well as education to prevent brain injury and the distribution of
 free helmets.

• Crane Lake Discovery – Working with boys in outdoor camping to 
encourage participation, Co-operation and working on camp 
building projects.

• Strong Start – This program places trained community 
volunteers in schools to pair with children 5-9 helping them
learn reading skills. 

We look forward to granting again in May of next year.

The Woolwich Community Fund – 
c/o The Kitchener and Waterloo Community Foundation
260 King St. W., Unit 206, Kitchener, Ontario N2G 1B6 | www.woolwichfund.ca
Phone 519-725-1806  |  Charitable Registration # 13217 0994 RR0001

The Woolwich Community Fund – 
c/o The Kitchener and Waterloo Community Foundation
260 King St. W., Unit 206, Kitchener, Ontario N2G 1B6 | www.woolwichfund.ca
Phone 519-725-1806  |  Charitable Registration # 13217 0994 RR0001

Sincerely

Jim Schwindt
Chair

Donations may be sent to The Woolwich Community Fund at the address below:

week. We have 387 active 
cases and eight outbreaks. 
Taking into account 
interim data, our seven-
day average is four per 
cent. Positivity is now at 
5.3 per cent – Ontario’s 
is at 5.5 per cent,” said 
Wang, adding that public 
health measures need to 
be upheld.

“Things are moving in 
the right direction, but 
COVID continues to circu-
late in our community. 
We must keep practicing 
public health measures 
consistently and diligently 
as we continue to immu-
nize more and more of our 
community in order to 
keep moving in the right 
direction.” 

At midweek, there were 
322 active cases of COVID-
19 in the region, down 
from 430 a week earlier, 
with outbreaks being 
monitored in just seven 
locations. There were 23 
people hospitalized by the 
virus, with the death toll at 
256, unchanged since last 
week.

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, there were 156 
active case, down from 250 
a week earlier.

That catchment area’s 
cumulative total was 7,924 
of which 7,652 (96.6 per 
cent) have been resolved. 
There have been a total 
of 116 fatalities since the 
pandemic began, three 
more than last week’s 
report.

The province continues 
to see growth in the total 
number of cases, though at 
a slower pace, with the tally 
now at 532,150, up some 
8,000 in the past week.

There have been 8,766 
deaths attributed to the 
virus – up 111 in the past 
week – representing a 
mortality rate of 1.6 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
511,703 cases (96.2 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The latest numbers from 
Health Canada show 33,750 
active cases nationwide, 
down about 14,000 from 
a week earlier. The cumu-
lative total of confirmed 
cases now stands at 
1,381,582 with 25,547 
related deaths , a mortality 
rate of 1.8 per cent.

PANDEMIC: Number of COVID-19 cases down, but region 
still has a long way to go before hitting reopening targets

→FROM 3

for the Waterloo Region 
District School Board.

Talk of reopening 
schools had some teach-
ers concerned about the 
possibility of further trans-
mission of the COVID-19 
virus, however.

“We’ve wanted in-per-
son learning all along, 
but safely and sustain-
ably,” said Greg Weiler, 
president the Waterloo 
local of the Elementary 
Teachers’ Federation of 
Ontario. “I think we’re 
really both disappointed 
and surprised that for over 
a year this government 
hasn’t approached us, or 
any education stakehold-
ers, in advance of deci-
sions and asked for input.”

For educators, the short 
notice of changes to their 

classroom environment 
poses challenges, with 
teachers required to make 
quick edits to their lesson 
plans.

“What you plan and do 
when you have students 
in-person isn’t and can’t 
be the same as what you 
have to plan and do when 
they’re at home in front of a 
computer,” said Weiler. “And 
there really hasn’t been a lot 
of transition time provided.”

It’s not just teachers who 

SCHOOLS: In-person learning on hold until September
→FROM 1

Alex Filipe
Observer Staff

WHILE NO PATIENTS 
HAVE BEEN transferred to 
Waterloo Region as of yet, 
both Grand River and St. 
Mary’s General hospitals 
are on standby for COVID-
19 patients from Manitoba.

Cases in Manitoba have 
surged in recent days, with 
the province marking a 
record seven-day average 
of 480 cases on May 22. 
The unfortunate mile-
stone has put Intensive 
care units, ICUs, in the 
province at capacity forc-
ing health officials to look 
outward for help.

Fortunately for the 
people of Manitoba, hospi-
tals in other provinces 
such as Ontario are willing 
and able to help out in any 
way they can.

“It is absolutely essential 
that everyone, and not just 

Region hospitals on standby to receive 
overflow patients from Manitoba

in our region, but outside 
the region, work together 
to maximize the amount of 
space that we can use and 
maximize the level of care,” 
said Patrick Moore, spokes-
person for St. Joseph’s 
Healthcare System.

Hospitals such as Grand 
River do in fact have 
the space. The critical 
care capacity for Grand 
River Hospital sits at 
35 beds spanning three 
different ICU floors, said 
Cheryl Evans, the hospi-
tal’s communications 
manager.

Hospitals in the region 
are used to the transpor-
tation of patients. Even 
before COVID-19 began, 
patients were transferred 
to different hospitals 
based on the type of care 
or needs they required.

“Transferring patients 
between facilities is noth-
ing new. It’s something 

feel the stress of having 
to prepare to re-open at a 
moment’s notice. Janitors, 
bus drivers and office 
administrators would also 
benefit from advanced 
warning, he said.

“There’s just no 
communication in 
advance about these 
decisions,” said Weiler. “It 
puts an unnecessary and a 
big strain on the system at 
all levels.”

that we’re always doing to 
sort of manage needs and 
capacity,” explained Evans. 
“But certainly it is very 
important during COVID.”

While transferring 
patients is a commonplace 
endeavor for any hospital, 
special considerations 
must be made when the 
transfers come from a 
different province.

“The biggest issue, 
in the case of patients 
coming from the province, 
would be how to get them 
back,” said Moore. “Once 
they’ve had their treat-
ment and they’re on the 
road to recovery, then how 
to get them back to their 
own province.”

The answer to that 
caveat will have to come 
from the province.

“The Ontario govern-
ment’s working on that 
behind the scenes,” said 
Moore.

Signage asking students to wear masks and use hand sanitizer 
sits in an empty classroom at EDSS.  Alex Filipe
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MAY 25

6:38 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of three female 
youths on top of the roof 
of Elmira Children’s Centre 
located on William Street 
in Elmira. Upon police 
arrival, the youths were 
not located, however, a 
window to the centre was 
found to be broken. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477. 

10:14 PM | A member of 
Waterloo Regional Police 
Service’s Neighbourhood 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

The Waterloo Regional 
Police Service this week 
announced the official 
launch of its body-worn 
video (BWV) and in-car 
video (ICV) technology 
pilot project.

The project will 
include the deployment 

WRPS launch of body-worn video and in-car video pilot project
of 70 body-worn video 
cameras and 40 in-car 
video systems out of the 
WRPS North Patrol Divi-
sion and Traffic Unit.

“This is an exciting time 
for WRPS and the Water-
loo Region community,” 
said Chief Bryan Larkin 

in a release. “As we move 
towards utilizing current 
technology to enhance 
and strengthen our 
commitment to transpar-
ency and accountability, 
we will carefully and 
thoroughly evaluate the 
program to ensure it has 

the best impact on our 
service, the judicial system 
and our community.”

The project will run 
from June to December.

The pilot project was 
first announced during 
a Police Services Board 
meeting on March 12.

Patrol observed a vehicle 
travelling in the area of 
Three Bridges Road and 
Listowel Road in Woolwich 
Township. A traffic stop 
was conducted. Through 
investigation, the driver 
was determined to regis-
ter in the “warn range” 
(between 0.05 and 0.08 
blood alcohol concentra-
tion) and as a result, was 
given a three-day driver’s 
licence suspension. 

MAY 26

1 :05 PM |  Po l ice 
responded to a report of 
a single-vehicle collision 
in the area Erbs Road and 

Sandhills Road in Wilmot 
Township. A vehicle was 
travelling east on Erbs 
Road when the driver 
lost control, crossed 
over into the westbound 
lanes, before entering a 
ditch and striking a hydro 
pole. There was moder-
ate damage to the vehicle 
and minor damage to the 
pole. As a result of the 
investigation, the driver, 
a 60-year-old male, was 
charged with ‘drive left of 
centre’ under the Highway 
Traffic Act. 

MAY 27

10:00 PM | Perth County 

OPP responded to a report 
of a theft of cattle from a 
farm property on Perth 
Road 110 in the Township 
of Perth East. Sometime 
during the day on May 
27, unknown suspect(s) 
attended a rural farm 
property and took two 
young Jersey cows from a 
field. The investigation is 
currently ongoing at this 
time. The public is asked to 
report suspicious activity 
immediately. Anyone with 
information regarding this 
or any incident is asked to 
call the OPP at 1-888-310-
1122 or online at www.opp.
ca/reporting. Should you 
wish to remain anonymous 
you can call Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS) or leave an anon-
ymous online message at 
www.P3tips.com where 
you may be eligible to 
receive a cash reward of 
up to $2,000.

10:03 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a vehicle strik-
ing a deer on Arthur Street 
South near Gerrat Drive, 
north of St. Jacobs.

MAY 28

5:00 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report that a vehicle was 
entered while parked at 
an address on Sliverbirch 
Lane in Wellesley. Nothing 
was taken. There are no 
suspects at this time.

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Chicken Tenders or Roast Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
June 4 & 5

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
June 9 - 12

Orange Glazed Pecan Chicken or Meatloaf includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Real news. Real reporting. 
Stories you won't find anywhere else.

Trusted local news 
for twenty-five years.

$8.49

CHICKEN 
SCHNITZEL   

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$9.29 /lbCOLBY CHEESE    

$6.49
Reg.$7.99/lb

/lb

MAPLE DALE 

BREADED 

St. Jacobs firefighters responded to a call early Wednesay when a tractor-trailer carrying supplies 
for a grocery store caught fire near the roundabout at Arthur Street and Sawmill Road. Overheated 
brakes are believed to have been the cause. Joe Merlihan

Alex Filipe 
Observer Staff

WATERLOO REGIONAL 
POLICE ARE INVES-
TIGATING after “White 
Lives Matter” posters 
were found in Wellesley 
Township, Wilmot and 
Kitchener.

“It’s disgusting,” said 
Wellesley Mayor Joe 
Nowak. “To see that in this 
community – I guess we’re 
just not immune to it.”

Nowak was first alerted 
to the poster May 27 when 
his wife Barb came back 
from her morning walk. 
While passing by the mail-
boxes, a poster containing 
white supremacist rhetoric 

Police investigate origin of hate poster
“White Lives Matter” posters found among various locations in Wellesley

caught her eye and raised 
alarms.

“We took action, we 
contacted the police and 
had them come out,” said 
Nowak.

Waterloo Regional 
Police responded with 
members of the General 
Investigations Unit and 
the Forensic Identifi-
cation Unit. Police are 
requesting that anyone 
who finds such posters 
refrain from handling 
them so as not reduce the 
possibility of destroying 
evidence.

“Report them to the 
police immediately 
and we’ll have police or 
investigators come by,” 

explained WRPS public 
information officer Cst. 
Ashley Dietrich. “Then 
[we will] make efforts to 
have a forensics identi-
fication branch analyze 
them in efforts to iden-
tify the individuals who 
are placing those posters 
up.”

Police have not yet 
commented on the possi-
bility of charges those 
responsible could face, but 
the outrage from commu-
nity members has been 
very vocal.

While the posters and 
sentiment they carry are a 
negative one, community 
leaders such as Nowak say 
they are hoping to use this 

event to spark a positive 
dialogue on how to foster 
more inclusivity in the 
community.

“This is a very diverse 
community and it is 
becoming more diverse as 
the years go on and we’re 
stronger because of the 
diversity,” said Nowak. “I’d 
be happy to sit down at 
any time with individuals 
who’d like to discuss this 
further, and maybe we can 
come up with an action 
that we can take.

“This is still quite fresh 
in my mind,” added 
Nowak. “So, we’re going 
to have to figure out 
how we’re going to move 
forward with this.”
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David Kielstra, MA, EP
EnvironmentalPlanner
Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Phone: 905-381-3247
Email: David.Kielstra@stantec.com

Notice of Study Commencement 
and  Public Consultation Centre #1
Heidelberg Water Supply System

Schedule B Municipal Class
 Environmental Assessment

The Region of Waterloo (Region) is undertaking a Municipal Class Environmental Assess-
ment (EA) Study to identify potential water supply system upgrades for the community of 
Heidelberg in the Township of Woolwich (see Study Area map).Some of the existing 
components of the water supply system infrastructure are reaching the end of their service 
life. This EA Study will look at the best way to address this issue. 
The EA Study will review existing conditions, develop an assessment of alternative 
solutions, and identify a preferred solution for the Heidelberg water supply system. The 
preferred solution will be identified following a technical review of alternatives, as well as 
input received from agencies, Indigenous communities and stakeholders. 
This EA Study is being undertaken in accordance with the planning and design process for 
Schedule B projects, as outlined in the Municipal Class EA document (2000, as amended) 
which is an approved process under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. 

How can I participate in this Study? 
A Public Consultation Centre (PCC) is being held online through the Region’s YouTube 
channel to enable you to review the background information on the study. The PCC 
materials will be available on the Region’s YouTube channel and the Region’s website 
starting on June 1, 2021. 

Where: https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/CurrentWaterProjects
                              https://www.youtube.com/user/regionofwaterloo

Please provide comments to a member of the project team by June 30, 2021 using the 
contact information below. You can also fill out a comment sheet on the Region’s website 
and provide it to one of the following team members.

Ayman Khedr, P.Eng, M.A.Sc
EIT, Engineering and Planning
Region of Waterloo, Water Services
Phone: 519-575-4400 ext. 4412
AKhedr@regionofwaterloo.ca

If you have any accessibility requirements in order to participate in this study, please 
contact Ayman Khedr, Region of Waterloo. Information will be collected in accordance 
with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of 
personal information, all comments will become part of the public record. 

This notice issued on May 27, 2021.
having Junior A caliber 
of play and player devel-
opment,” explained Dave 
O’Donoghue, president of 
the Elmira Sugar Kings. 
“Players that live in the 
GOJHL footprint that are 
seeking to play Junior A 
are forced to relocate to 
play, losing the support 
mechanism of family and 
friends that is critical to 
personal development.”

As of May 31 a petition to 
change the league’s classifi-
cation has amassed close to 
its goal of 2,500 signatures. 
However the OHA has yet to 
make any efforts to change 
the classification, going 
as far as denying a motion 
to hold a vote for the issue 
during its June 19 annual 
general meeting.

Approving Junior A 
status for the GOJHL 
would see the number of 

Junior A teams within 
the OHA grow from 22 to 
48, adding more compe-
tition and room for player 
growth and development, 
the league maintains.

“We’re trying to let 
everyone know outside 
of the [region], just how 
good the players are here 
and that they deserve 
an opportunity to be 
represented as well,” said 
Garbutt

GOJHL: League making pitch for reclassification
→FROM 3

The Elmira Sugar Kings’ dressing room at the WMC awaits the return of hockey action, at the Junior 
A level or otherwise. Alex Felipe

[the investigation],” said 
Wilhelm. “It needs to be 
paid for by the government, 
with us there holding the 
space, supervising it to 
make sure it’s being done in 
a good way.”

As the rest of the country 
reels back from the shock-
ing discovery, Wilhelm, 
along with other Indige-
nous Wellesley community 
members, are taking steps 
to make sure this event is 
used as a catalyst for mean-
ingful change, including 
building a makeshift 
memorial with donated 
shoes.

“Whenever something 
like this, a big Indigenous 
issue, happens; I find that 
it’s a couple of weeks of 
news coverage and then 
people just stop talking 
about it,” said Wilhelm “So 
we want to keep the discus-
sion going into indigenous 
peoples day.”

The way Wilhelm hopes 
to keep that discussion 
going is a roaming art 

installation that is first to 
be erected at the former site 
of the Sir John A Macdon-
ald statue in Wilmot 
Township. 

“Then we’re actually 
going to be setting up a 
black billboard that we can 
move around the region 
with permission from 
different agencies to have 
a continual discussion,” 
explained Wilhelm.

Educating and spreading 
awareness of Indigenous 
culture is at the core of 
Wilhelm’s goals ever since 
she discovered her own 
Métis ancestry.

“Before I identified [as 
Métis] in any way whatso-
ever, I wanted to make sure 
I did the work. So that’s 
how my journey started,” 
said Wilhelm. “I went to 
the [Penetanguishene 
Centennial Museum] and 
spent the better part of two 
years there, every weekend 
I could, going through their 
archival records until I was 
able to find a [document] 
that lists my great, great, 

great grandfather signed 
what’s called the ‘Halfbreed 
Petition of Penetanguish-
ene’ in 1840.”

Moving forward, 
Wilhelm would like to see 
more dialogue between 
municipal leaders and the 
Indigenous people in those 
communities.

“There are tons of 
Indigenous folks in our 
community, not necessar-
ily in Woolwich, but in the 
Region of Waterloo that are 
very vocal,” said Wilhelm. 
“Just reaching out to them 
to connect or going through 
the agencies like Healing 
[The Healing Of The Seven 
Generations], Anishnabeg 
Outreach and White Owl 
[White Owl Native Ancestry 
Association].” 

Those who wish to 
contribute shoes to 
Wilhelm’s project can find 
donation bins located at 
her business on 5150 Ament 
Line in Linwood, or bring 
them to the former site of 
the Sir John A Macdonald 
statue in Wilmot Township.

AWARENESS: Information about Indigenous culture
→FROM 3

Some people who 
previously received a rate 
reduction may no longer 
qualify for subsidies, 
Zinck noted.

“Despite all the benefits 
with having an affordable 
transit program more 
broadly available, some 
residents would not meet 
those criteria for being 
eligible in the affordable 
transit program, it could 

TRANSIT: Switch encompasses more of those in need
→FROM 2 be seeing an increase in 

their fare because of this 
change. That’s one of the 
impacts of this, but this is 
a more equitable, means-
based discount program 
than age-based. I think 
council’s direction is to 
make the discounts avail-
able to those that need it,” 
he said.

Additional informa-
tion can be found online 
at www.grt.ca/en/fares-

passes/affordable-tran-
sit-program. Questions 
about eligibility criteria can 
also be answered by phone 
at 519-883-2100, ext 103.  

Seniors and students 
can continue to use their 
existing EasyGO fare 
cards and do not need 
to replace them. Mobil-
ityPLUS customers who 
have reduced tickets can 
continue to use them until 
December 31.
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DENNIS KUEPFER - MILLBANK - (519) 595-4362
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21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB
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Call us for a
FREE quotation 
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your transactions!

BE READY FOR
THE SPRING

REAL ESTATE 
MARKET!

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

WITH DAY CAMPS 
LIKELY A go this summer, 
Woolwich is already seeing 
a large increase in registra-
tion numbers.

Even before the season 
begins – and before oper-
ating details are clear – the 
township has more than 
500 children registered, 
double the 243 who took 
part last year.

The green light from the 
province last week was 
welcome news for recre-
ation manager Jennifer 
Horndl. 

“We had been plan-
ning on running summer 
camps this summer, and 
with the announcement 
last week, we have found 
out that they are able to 
run based on guidance 
from the chief medical 
officer,” she said.

“So, what exactly camp 
is going to look like? We 
don’t know yet. We have 
all of our safety protocols 
kind of ready to go from last 
year, but we’re waiting. The 

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

PROPOSING TO BUILD 
A ROUNDABOUT at the 
intersection of Line 86 
and Floradale road west 
of Elmira, the region is 
now seeking public input 
through its Engage Water-
loo Region website (www.
engagewr.ca).

The region is looking to 
construction in 2023, with 

Region seeking input on roundabout proposed for Church Street and Floradale Road
a preliminary budget of 
$1.2 million.

“It’s a proposed round-
about intersection 
improvement. The region 
has done a study and 
confirmed that that’s the 
best. Best way to address 
the traffic of that intersec-
tion to keep it moving at a 
good capacity and reduce 
accidents,” explained Jeff 
Nyenhuis, senior engineer 
with the region and the 

project’s manager.
The goal is to reduce the 

severity of collisions at the 
intersection by replacing 
the current traffic signals 
with a roundabout.

“The information that 
the region has with regards 
to roundabouts is gener-
ally they don’t reduce the 
number of accidents, but 
what they do accomplish 
is that they significantly 
reduce the severity of 

accidents,” said Nyenhuis. 
“Rather than having a 
traffic signal [where] you 
can have head-on collisions 
or you can have T-bone 
collisions, things like that, 
where with a roundabout, 
if there’s collisions, it’ll be 
rear-end or things like that.”

Data from the region, 
which has been installing 
roundabouts for some 
15 years, show intersec-
tions where traffic circles 

replace stop lights seen 
a 35 per cent increase in 
the number of collisions, 
but a 51 per cent decrease 
in collisions that lead to 
injuries and fatalities.

Set for the summer 
of 2023, construction is 
expected to take about 
four months to complete. 
Prior to the start, the 
region will post detour 
information and circulate 
more information.

For now, the region is at 
the public input stage. To 
participate in the process 
for the roundabout, visit 
the project website at 
www.engagewr.ca/line-
86-and-floradale-road or 
contact Jeff Nyenhuis at 
519-575-4735. Survey and 
public comments close on 
June 13, with a planning 
committee meeting set for 
August 10 to discuss the 
issue. 

It’s not quite summer camp time, but Wellesley this week opened its splash pad, which will operate daily between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m.  
Woolwich is still deciding on an opening date for its facility in Elmira. Alex Filipe

Woolwich seeing large demand for summer day camp programs
chief medical officer’s office 
releases guidelines for 
summer camps every week 
for COVID, and the updated 
ones aren’t available yet. We 
are anticipating probably 
not having to change too 
much because I think we 
were we ran a pretty safe 
operation last year.”

Woolwich has been 
working with other munic-
ipalities in the region to 
present coordinate proto-
cols for activities such as 
day camps, Horndl noted.

“Children, if they move 
from Waterloo to a camp 
here in village or to camp 
in Kitchener, they’re 
experiencing the same 
screening process, the 
same cohort and process 
and things like that.”

The township will again 
be offering day camp 
programs at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre in Elmira 
and the Breslau Commu-
nity Centre.

“We are sitting right 
now I believe, between 65 
and 70 per cent capacity, 
with most weeks regis-
tered already.  So it looks 

like parents are looking 
forward to getting their 
kids back into kind of a 
normal summer recre-
ation program.”

Horndl attributes the 
high registration numbers 
to parents getting more 
comfortable with public 
health measures and the 
need to keep children out 
and active.

“I think people are 
feeling a little bit safer 
knowing that the kids are 

coming to a safe envi-
ronment. We did a really 
great job – our staff did an 
amazing job last year, they 
kept the kids safe, but also 
had a lot of fun. 

“There was a lot of 
apprehension about 
COVID last year – people 
just weren’t sure what to 
expect. So, I think people 
are feeling a little bit more 
comfortable and I know 
with the vaccine rates 
and things going and all 

of the personal protective 
equipment and protocols 
in place the kids have 
been in and out of school. 
And I just think parents 
are feeling better comfort 
level with it. And we do try 
to keep the kids outside 
as much as possible,” said 
Horndl, noting that the 
inside facility can help 
facilitate social distancing 
between camp cohorts on 
rainy or too hot days. 

Although the exact format 

of camp is up in the air, 
Horndl said the focus will be 
on a fun, safe program.

“We are going to be 
running a very safe, but 
also a very fun experi-
ence for our campers this 
summer. We have most 
of our staff from last year 
returning. And you know 
if there’s any concerns at 
all, parents are welcome to 
call staff and we will help 
put any apprehension to 
rest,” she said.
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “As we made clear with our climate emergency 
declaration, we acknowledge the grave real-
ities of a warming planet. As an educational 
institution, we also recognize our responsi-
bility to contribute to climate change mitiga-
tion to allow current and future generations 
of students to live in a sound environment.”
UW president Feridun Hamdullahpur on commitment to 
reduce carbon footprint of investments by 50% by 2030.

The latest data show that the number of 
people who've already had a shot or who will 
take one as soon as it is available to them now 
stands at 79%, up from 63% only a month 
ago. A total of just 21% show some measure 
of hesitancy, most of whom indicate they 
can be persuaded to be vaccinated. Just 
7% say they will never take a COVID-19 shot.
Abacus poll

Verbatim The Monitor

P ublic reaction to a proposal to relocate a tent city 
for the homeless to a vacant lot near Breslau was 
quick and clear: no way, no how.

The vast majority of feedback since the idea 
surfaced last week is decidedly negative, often expressed in 
unambiguous language. A presentation to Woolwich council 
Tuesday night did nothing to change that stance.

What should be clear is that the proposal from A Better 
Tent City (ABTC) is short on details, and remains more of a 
pipedream than an actual plan. The group is seeking compas-
sion rather than the required formal scrutiny of the planning 
process. 

Currently set up on a former industrial event space, Lot42, 
in Kitchener, ABTC provides shelter in tiny homes (modified 
garden sheds) and tents. The sale of that property means the 
group has to vacate by June 20. Having secured the use of 
a 55-acre piece of farmland on Spitzig Road courtesy of the 
Catholic Church diocese, the group is proposing to relocate 
some 30 to 40 homeless people to the site.

Short on details, the plan is to service the lot with a well, 
septic system and electricity with the goal of establishing a 
farm operation that would see the residents learn farming 
skills as they grow their own food, establishing a market 
garden and similar agricultural projects.

Breslau residents vocally opposed to the idea have been 
letting township officials know of their displeasure. There is 
certainly a fair bit of NIMBY-ism at play, as numerous resi-
dents point to the perceived hazards of placing dozens of 
homeless people with drug addictions, mental health prob-
lems and other issues in a rural setting adjacent to a school 
(Woodland Christian High School) and the village. 

Such concerns are valid, but there are a variety of very real 
hurdles that also cast doubt on the proposal. Practical consid-
erations alone pose perhaps insurmountable difficulties, 
from the lack of transportation to lack of amenities. That said, 
ABTC organizers maintain that all services, from meals to 
medical care and methadone treatment for addictions, are 
brought to the residents, making the location less of an issue. 

As it stands, however, the group can’t simply relocate 
the sheds and their occupants to the site: township zoning 
prohibits that use. The first step would be a formal applica-
tion for official plan and zoning changes to accommodate the 
proposed uses, a process that could take a year or more and 
require ABTC to provide a long list of studies to support its 
bid. 

There township has seen no formal application. In fact, the 
plan for a quick move to the site came as news to Woolwich 
officials last week when ABTC began knocking on neighbours’ 
doors to notify them of the group’s arrival. If the group moves 
ahead with relocating to the site, the township could be forced 
to intervene, whether by physical removal or other legal 
avenues. 

In the event of a formal application, Woolwich will have to 
deal with the project as it does with any other development 
plan, including a public consultation period, the results of 
which should be clear after Tuesday night.

Based on public reaction, any council decision would be 
clear. But even based purely on the planning and public policy 
criteria, the township would be hard-pressed to vote in favour 
of what ABTC is proposing – the numbers just don’t add up. 
That includes the budget: the group says it has $160,000 on 
hand. Even with  the prospect of more donations, that kind of 
money won’t get it very far down the planning road, let alone 
the ambitious, and costly, ideas it has for the site.

Fast-tracking the request would be a disservice to every-
body else who has followed the process, sometimes years in 
the making. Moreover, rushing through an ill-considered 
decision makes no sense.

Given what was discussed the other night, the group has a 
long way to go. In all likelihood, they can’t get there from here. 

Woolwich has clear choice
on tent city proposal

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

I see a huge and growing gap 
between the rhetoric and the 

reality,” said Fatih Birol, head 
of the International Energy 
Agency, two weeks ago, but he 
despaired a bit too soon. Last 
week, a Dutch court ruled that 
Royal Dutch Shell, one of the 
world’s biggest oil companies, 
must cut its global carbon 
dioxide emissions by 45 per 
cent by 2030.

Judge Larisa Alwin’s ruling 
in the Hague district court was 
“not so much a shot across the 
bow as a direct hit to the hull 
of Big Oil,” said Mark Lewis, 
chief sustainability strate-
gist at BNP Parisbas Asset 
Management. “No amount of 
patching up the hole will do. 
Shareholders and society want 
the vessel completely over-
hauled.”

The Dutch court said that 
Shell’s declared plan for 
reducing its carbon emissions 
was vague, inadequate and 
non-binding, and ordered it 
to cut its total emissions by 
almost half in the next nine 
and a half years. That includes 
the emissions from all the oil 
and gas Shell sells, not just its 
own operational emissions.

The judge based her deci-
sion on the fact that Shell is 
violating Dutch law and the 
European Convention on 
Human Rights that guarantee 
the ‘right to life.’ The company 

Some good news on the climate front
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

is recklessly making emissions 
that endanger human life by 
causing global heating.

She linked her verdict 
directly to the Paris Climate 
Agreement of 2015, which 
clearly states that keeping 
the increase in average global 
temperature below 1.5°C 
requires 45 per cent emissions 
cuts by 2030.

Shell’s vague promise to 
make 20 per cent cuts by 
then simply didn’t meet the 
requirement, she said, and 
its non-binding promises of 
bigger cuts between 2030 and 
2050 would come too late to 
matter. (The World Meteo-
rological Organisation said 
last week that there is a 40 
per cent chance of the world 
temporarily crossing the 
+1.5°C threshold at least once 
in the next five years.)

It was Friends of the Earth 
(and 17,000 co-plaintiffs) 
that brought the case in the 
Hague, but other activists are 
planning similar cases in half 
a dozen other countries. Even 
faster moving, perhaps, are 
the shareholder revolts that 
are forcing oil companies to 
take their emissions seriously. 

Again it was Shell that 

took the first hit. The Dutch 
activist group ‘Follow This’ 
has been coordinating share-
holders rebellions at Shell’s 
annual general meetings since 
2016, when it only got 2.8 per 
cent support for a resolution 
calling on the company to cut 
CO2 emissions. This month 
it got 30 per cent of the votes, 
including those of some big 
institutional investors.

Follow This also got 20 per 
cent of shareholders’ votes at 
British Petroleum’s AGM last 
week for a similar resolution, 
and although both companies 
rejected the resolutions they 
are required to report back to 
the investors on why they did 
so.

On the same day, the U.S. 
oil giant ExxonMobil was 
forced to accept the election 
of two pro-climate activists on 
its 12-person board (the vote 
was organized by the small 
environmentalist hedge fund 
‘Engine No. 1’).  And ‘Follow 
This’ got a 61 per cent major-
ity for a resolution at Chev-
ron’s AGM May 27 forcing the 
company to reduce its carbon 
emissions.

It was always going to be nip 
and tuck. The time needed to 
persuade the climate doubters 
and mobilize the apathetic 
was always going to leave very 
little time for actually getting 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Editor's 
Point of View

Government responsibility for internet extends beyond money

providers. This is the most 
anti-customer decision 
I’ve ever seen from the 
commission. They effec-
tively decided it would be 
too much work to get the 
rates right, so they’re just 
giving up – on their own 
work, on small internet 
providers, and Canadians. 
And if that wasn’t enough, 
they continue to double-
down on their dogmatic 
faith in ‘facilities-based 
competition’ – the same 
model that for decades has 
failed to lower prices, or 
deliver sufficient speeds to 
those in rural and remote 
areas,” notes OpenMedia 
executive director Laura 
Tribe in a response to the 
CRTC’s decision May 27.

“The Liberal govern-
ment campaigned on 
a platform of Internet 
affordability, but their 

pick for CRTC chair has 
undermined this pledge at 
every turn. In his time as 
chair, Ian Scott has over-
seen the rollback of nearly 
every gain we’ve made for 
Canadians. What’s worse, 
Cabinet actually set the 
stage for today’s disastrous 
decision, as their August 
2020 Order in Council 
amounted to asking the 
CRTC to raise the rates. 
Our community won’t let 
this betrayal stand, and we 
can guarantee Canadians 
will remember it and hold 
them accountable next 
time they go to the polls.”

OpenMedia is also a 
signatory on a joint letter 
put to Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau by the Internet 
Society that calls attention 
to pieces of recently tabled 
legislation and proposals 
made through consultation 
that threaten to harm Cana-
da’s internet. 

Through multiple pieces 
of legislation and policy 
proposals, the Canadian 

government is taking aim 
at Canada’s free and open 
internet that obliges by the 
principles of net neutral-
ity, opponents argue.

“Now more than ever, 
all members of Canadian 
society rely on the internet. 
A recent series of propos-
als and actions taken by 
your government threaten 
to adversely impact our 
freedom to access online 
content of our choice, to 
post legal content without 
fear of censorship, and 
even risk disrupting the 
technical infrastructure of 
the Internet. Such propos-
als include amendments 
to the Broadcasting Act 
in Bill C-10, forthcoming 
online harms legislation, 
and proposals from both 
the CRTC and the Ministry 
of Innovation, Science and 
Economic Development 
to block content at the 
network level,” Internet 
Society members write in 
an open letter.

While talking a good 

game at time, the feds have 
routinely acted against the 
public good in all facets of 
internet regulation. Effec-
tive regulation is needed if 
the technology is to live up 
to its historic image.

The internet has long 
been touted as a great 
equalizer, providing 
everyone with a voice on 
a global network. From 
democratic voices in 
opposition to dictators to 
small web-based stores in 
opposition to the online 
presence of conglomer-
ates, the net put everyone 
on the same footing.

That myth is an endur-
ing part of the internet’s 
promise. By now we 
know – or should know 
– all of that is simply a 
nice hypothetical. The 
reality is much different. 
The power imbalance 
means dictators block 
access to communications 
and kill dissidents, that 
large corporate interests 
squeeze out the little guys 

and take control of the 
Internet. They also buy off 
politicians and bureau-
crats – nothing new there 
– to kill off any democratic 
regulatory leanings.

Net neutrality prohibit 
internet providers from 
blocking, throttling, and 
paid prioritization – i.e. fast 
lanes for sites that pay, and 
slow lanes for everyone else.

As net neutrality advo-
cates note, cable compa-
nies are famous for high 
prices and poor service, 
with several ranking as the 
most hated companies. It’s 
those companies that have 
lobbied governments to end 
net neutrality. Their goal 
is simple: they want the 
power to slow sites down so 
they can bully any site into 
paying millions to escape 
the slow lane. They’ll 
essentially be gatekeepers 
for the Internet, extorting 
money from providers and 
customers alike. 

It’s a good deal for them, 
but bad for just about every-
body else. It’s bad policy, 
and probably even bad 
politics, but they’ve paid a 
large amount of money to 
get what they want.

Proper net neutrality 
rules mean the inter-
net runs like the phone 
service: anybody can call 
anybody else, with no 
limits on who we can call 
and no difference in the 
service. A phone call is a 
phone call. Assaults on 
net neutrality reverse that 
democratizing aspect of 
the technology.

The history of the 
internet is full of attempts 
to keep it open, accessible 
and democratic. As it’s 
become more corporate, 
it’s become less of those 
things. From open soci-
eties, we migrate to gated 
communities. 

Keeping the technology 
open to all users, particu-
larly by limiting corporate 
ownership and manipu-
lation, will do much more 
than governments throw-
ing around tax dollars. Country living may not be as idyllic as tent city organizers think it is.

Nary a week goes 
by that the federal 

government isn’t making 
an investment – every bit 
of spending, no matter 
how dubious is an “invest-
ment,” good or, usually, 
bad – in high-speed 
internet service. Today 
it’s plans for Nunavut, 
tomorrow it’s $700,000 to 
bring high-speed Internet 
to 1,111 more homes in 
Bancroft, Carrying Place 
and Mountain View.

Given the importance 
of the internet, high-
speed connections are as 
essential as roads when it 
comes to infrastructure. 
Unlike much government 
spending – including 
handouts masquerading 
as “investments” – estab-
lishing connectivity for all 
Canadians is beneficial.

Ottawa counters such 
good work by failing to 
protect consumers’ wallets 
and citizens’ privacy 
and other rights. Calling 
federal policies a basket 
case would be an under-
statement.

Access in the form of 
connectivity should be a 
priority. There’s a case to 
be made for free access, 
especially if technology 
advances to the point 
where large corporations 
such as Rogers and Bell 
can be bypassed. We’re 
not there yet, and the first 
order of business is to make 
access unfettered, uncen-
sored and free of tracking: 
corporations should be 
prohibited from acquiring 
and keeping any informa-
tion about usage, period.

Canada is doing little to 
protect citizens, however. 
In the past week alone sell-
ing out by striking down 
its own previous attempts 
to lower internet rates 
by caving into the large 
corporate interests. 

“It’s appalling to see that 
the CRTC has once again 
sided with Big Telecom. 
It’s clear they couldn’t 
care less about consum-
ers, affordability, or small 
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Fly fishing for muskie intentionally

Worse still, among 
anglers they are known 
as the fish of a thousand 
casts, which presents a 
different set of problems. 
Have you seen how long 
it takes for a fly angler to 
make one long cast?

Who has the time?
Then there is the fly 

issue. Muskie flies are 
expensive and difficult to 
cast. They are easily influ-
enced by wind and are tied 
on huge hooks – the kind 
that you don’t want to pass 
by your ears on forward 
and back casts, hundreds 
of times a morning.

All this is to suggest that 
it takes a special kind of 
crazy to want to use fly 
fishing gear to intention-
ally target muskie.

That’s why this Satur-
day, when the season 
opens, I will be there with 

fly rod in hand. 
Maybe it’s all this social 

isolation talking, but this 
year I believe I have finally 
achieved a special kind of 
crazy. Some of you might 
be surprised by this – you 
probably thought this 
achievement happened 
years ago.

In many ways it makes 
perfect sense. I have a 
good muskie lake nearby 
and quite a few opportuni-
ties within easy reach, so 
why not?

Between you and me, I 
consider this is a win-win 
situation. If I hook even 
one this year, it will be a 
win. Then again, if these 
big toothy predators avoid 
me entirely, that’s not so 
bad either. 

In preparation for this 
season, I have accumulated 
a big box full of muskie flies 
that I have tied over the last 
two years. A muskie fly is 
like any other fly, except 
that rather than imitating 
an insect or a tiny baitfish, 

they imitate 8- to 14-inch, 
muskie-sized prey. They 
are the kind of flies that 
would cause people to look 
at you funny should you 
walk into an emergency 
room with one hanging 
from your ear – especially 
if it is also attached to a 
muskie.

I recognize that I have 
a lot to learn about fly 
fishing for muskie. This 
year, my main strategy 
will be pretending I am 
fly fishing for something 
else, since that has always 
worked well for me in the 
past. I will avoid dressing 
in duckling colours too.

I’m also developing a fly 
that looks like a person’s 
foot, because I know one 
person and have heard 
of at least two more who 
have had their feet bitten 
by muskies. Once I get the 
bunion and toenail prob-
lem settled, that fly will be 
ready for field testing.

See? Special kind of 
crazy.

Not to brag but I have 
never intentionally 

caught a muskie on a fly 
rod.  And time will tell if 
that might be the smartest 
thing I have ever done. 

I have caught several 
smallish to medium-sized 
ones unintentionally 
while targeting other 
species, but I have never 
actually tried to do so. 
Those few were by acci-
dent, rather than design. 
In fact, on most of those 
occasions, I tried unsuc-
cessfully to get my fly 
away from the fish before 
it bit.

That is because I know 
that muskie are not a 
fly angler’s friend. They 
can break a rod tip and 
chew up, destroy, and 
spit out a fly that took you 
15 minutes to build. Oh, 
and they cut a six-dollar 
leader with the shake of a 
head. As you might expect 
of a fish that snacks on 
ducklings, they are just 
not nice.

Columnist Owen Roberts was 
a contestant on Jeopardy.

My Side of the Dam columnist 
is banned for life from Elmira 
McDonalds restaurant.

The Observer is first 
independent newspaper in 
Canada to partner with daily 
newspaper competitor for 
distribution.

 ↆ LAST WEEK: We thought this past week's 2T&L was pretty easy 
to spot and most of the online readers thought so too. Where's Waldo 
was first published in 1987. The Observer's Scott Arnold created 
character Elmer borrowing the Waldo concept game within our pages. 
The feature was selected as the Best Idea in a Publisher's Choice 
contest across Canada in 2003. The Observer sold a photo of Dany 
Heatley and Graham Snyder's first embrace to Sports Illustrated. Dear 
Abby column was a regular feature for more than two years. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.
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DYER: Everyone will have to be 
on board if we're to save ourselves

emissions down before 
we hit tipping points 
and lose control of the 
outcome entirely.

At the moment, we can 
still control the outcome 
because it’s our own 
emissions that are caus-
ing the problems. Once 
the natural feedbacks 
kick in – and that’s what 
the recommended +1.5°C 
limit and the absolute 
+2°C limit are meant to 
prevent – we would have 
no recourses left except 
adapting to the disaster 
and/or geo-engineering.

That’s where the 
urgency comes from, so 
it’s a relief that things are 
finally starting to move in 
the right direction.  What 
happens in the court-
rooms and the board-
rooms provides none 
of the adrenalin rush of 
an Extinction Rebellion 
demo, but it is at least 
as important as what 
happens in the streets.

If the law and the great 

corporations are not 
committed to cutting 
greenhouse gas emis-
sions, we are probably 
not going to meet our 
deadlines. We have only 
10 years left to cut our 
emissions by half, and 
even those who want 
to change the global 
economic model must 
recognize that it cannot 
be changed that fast.

‘Saving the planet’ – 
more correctly, saving 
ourselves – cannot be 
done without the collab-
oration of the banks (no 
more loans for high-car-
bon energy projects), the 
insurance companies (no 
more cover for those proj-
ects) and investors (no 
more license for short-
termist managers who 
don’t care if the assets 
end up stranded so long 
as they can cash in their 
stock options first).

In the end, every 
revolution worth making 
requires the ‘long march 
through the institutions.’

 �Anti-
Palestinian 
racism on display 
in latest conflict

To the Editor,
A ceasefire between 

Israel and the Hamas-led 
Palestinians is a good 
thing in many ways. Still, 
there is much unfinished 
business.

A quick review notes 
Israeli settlers still want to 
bulldoze down the homes 
of Palestinians in the West 
Bank. Palestinians living 
in East Jerusalem live in 
constant fear. Living quar-
ters for many families in 
Gaza have been destroyed 
leaving thousands home-
less. Israel, regardless of 
its mostly U.S.-funded 
hi-tech war machines, 
still fears for its security. 
Angry Palestinians are 
still being discounted as 
human beings. Politically, 
for Israeli Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu 
Netanyahu has success-
fully diverted attention 
away from his personal 
scandals. Hamas has 
given one more push to 
show the West Bank Fatah 
party they still have some 

energy in their rockets. 
World leaders stage “shout 
outs” of their empty plati-
tudes saying “we will help 
you.”

All the time this is being 
acted out another spike is 
driven into the reality that 
anti-Palestinian racism is 
very active throughout the 
world. At a very high level, 
a majority of nations, 
including Canada, 
support the need for Israel 
to have its security. At an 
embarrassingly low level 
of commitment, a major-
ity of nations, including 
Canada, demonstrate 
that Palestinians, as a 
people, don’t matter. 
This is shown by ignoring 
the violence acted out 
on Palestinian families, 
houses, olive groves and 
land. Our national leaders 
and politicians – out of 
fear they will be labelled 
anti-Semitic – fear the 
wrath of Israel’s support-
ers and the political 
consequences of confront-
ing the blatant abuses of 
human rights experienced 
by the Palestinians in 
both the West Bank and 
Gaza.

Still there is another 
way. Knowing I will 

probably be chastised by  
B’nai Brith Canada for 
saying this, the other way 
is to appreciate both the 
Jewish people and the 
Palestinians as distinct 
people – loveable, and 
deserving of having equal 
rights. The State of Israel’s 
policy is a totally different 
matter. Israeli policy is a 
political issue, while the 
treatment of Jews and 
Palestinians is a human 
issue. All this is compli-
cated because the Hamas, 
as one of two parties 
within Palestine, refuses 
to accept Israel as a state.

The real tragedy for the 
Palestinians is that they 
are treated as nobodies 
by Israel’s policy and the 
supportive actions of 
most Western countries. 
(Need we be reminded 
of how Israel distributed 
COVID-19 vaccines?) The 
painful reality is that most 
people and countries 
don’t think of Palestinians 
as a distinctive people 
with a rich heritage within 
the Arab world.

We need to wake up to 
the  realization there is 
an anti-Palestine racism 
being directed toward the 
Palestinians by Israel and 

many countries, including 
Canada. The many years 
of treating the Palestin-
ians in this way has dehu-
manized them in every 
way every day as they deal 
with, among other things 
already mentioned, the 
“wall” and checkpoints 
that imprison them,  
restrict their movements 
and separate families.  
The toll on their lives has 
been costly in every way 
imaginable. The time has 
come for Israel and the 
nations throughout the 
world to fess up to what 
we have done and are 
doing to the Palestinians. 

We, all of us, need to act 
in bold and courageous 
ways to give Palestinians 
the recognition they 
deserve in a land they call 
home. Let’s begin to relate 
to Palestinians as fellow 
humans with the rights 
they deserve. Treating 
Palestinians with the 
rights they deserve will be 
a significant step toward 
giving Israel the security 
for which they hunger.

Clint Rohr
ST. JACOBS
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

BusinessBusiness The province announced last week nearly 
$3 million to support 36 virtual learning 
projects at local postsecondary institutions. 
Some $70 million is earmarked for Ontario's 
Virtual Learning Strategy. Locally, Cones-
toga College will receive $702,764 for nine 
projects, the University of Waterloo will 
split $1,462,016 amongst 19 projects, and 
$778,180 will go to WLU for eight projects.

Woolwich will spend $387,000 for a new 
street sweeper, council this week approving 
the sole-source bid from Equipment Special-
ist Inc. for a 2021 Tymco DST-6 Regenera-
tive Air model that include a dust-filtration 
system.

Funds for virtual learning Looking for a clean sweep
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519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East

Low Back Pain & Sciatica Wednesday June 9th at 4:30PM

Hip Pain & Arthritis Thursday June 10th at 4:30PM
Call our clinic or go to the "resources" tab on our website to register

JOIN US FOR OUR UPCOMING FREE VIRTUAL WEBINARS! 

The agriculture and 
food sector is proud 

of its many accomplish-
ments; most lately, its 
track record of keeping 
people fed during the 
pandemic.

But it should be 
concerned about a new 
poll showing support for 
farmers has taken a hit – at 
a time when you would 
have reasonably expected 
pro-agriculture feelings 

among the public to grow.
The 2021 Grassroots 

“Greenhouse” report, the 
third annual snapshot 
of public opinion about 
Canadian agriculture 
and food from Grassroots 
Public Affairs, shows 91 
per cent of Canadians are 
very or somewhat confi-
dent in food grown or 
produced domestically.

That’s good news. 
But what follows that 

upbeat figure is alarming, 
and runs counter to the 
belief that Canadians have 
gained confidence in the 
agri-food sector during the 
pandemic.

First, Grassroots found 
that the percentage of 
Canadians who believe 

that agriculture and food 
is of “very large impor-
tance” to Can b nada’s 
national security and 
critical infrastructure has 
dropped to 44 per cent 
from 59 per cent a year 
ago.

This makes no sense. 
Food is and was one of 
the first basic needs we 
all fretted about during 
the pandemic. How poll 
respondents can think a → ROBERTS 13

Agriculture’s standing takes a blow in poll 
stable food supply at the 
best of times, let alone at 
the worst of times, is not 
“of very large importance” 
is baffling.

Similarly, there’s been 
a dramatic plunge in the 
percentage of Canadians 
who believe that agricul-
ture and food is of “very 
large importance” to Cana-
da’s economic landscape, 
down to 43 per cent from 
63 per cent a year ago.

That drop suggests 
members of the public are 
ignoring the politicians 
and agri-food leaders who 
repeatedly cite economic 
statistics credited to agri-
culture and food locally, 
provincially and nation-
ally. 

As well, belief in the 
sector’s vitality and the 
desirability of jobs in 
agriculture has dropped 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

WATERLOO NUCLEAR 
AND RADIOGRAPHY, 
WHICH offers a medi-
cal diagnostic imaging 
services such as x-rays, 
ultrasounds and mammo-
grams, has a new clinic in 
Elmira.

The newly opened loca-
tion at 10 Church St. W. is 
something of a homecom-
ing for WNR, which got 
its start in Elmira before 
relocating to St. Jacobs 
about 11 years ago.

Having acquired the 
operation in Elmira back 
then, managing director 
Vijay Gupta moved it 
closer to Waterloo – its 
King Street office is near 
the farmers’ market. Now, 
he says he’s happy to be 
setting up shop again in 
Elmira, providing nearby 
testing for the patients of 
in-town doctors as well as 
those from the wider area.

“It feels great to be back 
to where it all began,” said 
Gupta.

Elmira Diagnostic 
Imaging is located in the 
former Brox building, 
providing services such 
as ultrasounds, vascu-
lar testing, x-rays, bone 

With Elmira Diagnostic Imaging, company makes a return to town, offering services such as x-rays, mammograms 
mineral density and 
mammograms. Although 
the site had its soft open-
ing this week, a grand 
opening is still set to come 
with a small celebration. 
The site will have four 
staff on site when it is 
fully operational. 

As with the St. Jacobs 
location, Gupta said the 
goal is to provide the 
quickest turnaround on 
test results in the area.

“Because our services 
are 24-hour turnaround, 
we are the only one. We 
have patients coming as 
far as Elora and Fergus 
because the hospital is 
four to six weeks behind, 
and the other hospitals 
are behind, too. So, we get 
patients from Wellington 
County and [beyond],” 
he said, adding that “our 
guarantee is that we get 
the report of the diagnos-
tic scanning within 24 
hours to the doctor.”

With the return to 
Elmira, Gupta said he 
looks forward to welcom-
ing local patients. 

“I want to thank them 
all for supporting us in 
St. Jacobs. And now that 
we are here, we’ll do our 
best – we’ve always bent 

Waterloo Nuclear and Radiography sets up new location

The Elmira Diagnostic Imaging Clinic had its soft launch on Tuesday, where Vijay Gupta, managing director of Waterloo Nuclear Radi-
ography, was joined by Marisa Wirz at the front desk. Damon MacLean→ IMAGING 13
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

  reg.

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

OPEN FOR CURBSIDE AT OUR NEW LOCATION

June Specials
Chrome
Books

APPLE 
MacBook Air

$49999

Intel i5 (4300u) 1.9ghz, 
8gig Ram, 500gig HDD, 
14" screen, Windows OS

Lenovo
T440

$399
Lenovo
T550

$599

FROM

Blowout

iPad 5
32GB 9.7” Screen

$29999

UNLOCKED
iPhone - 6’s $16900

FROM

OPEN FOR CURBSIDE AT OUR NEW LOCATION

i5-5300, 2.3ghz, 
8gig Ram, 256gig SSD, 

15.6" Touch Screen, 
Number Pad, Windows OS

iPad 6
128GB

$399

Lenovo

$$599599599
i5-5300, 2.3ghz, 

8gig Ram, 256gig SSD, 
15.6" Touch Screen, 

Number Pad, Windows O

ONLY

FROM

Special!

FROM ONLY

WOW!
ChromeChrome
Books

$99!

MacBook Air
9999

Second
Location

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HPProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE
MacBookPro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-36 Oriole Pkwy E.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

NEW LOCATION! www.realitybytescomputers.com

Get Xplore 50/10 UNLIMITED today 
and your price is guaranteed for 2 years! 

Call 1-866-207-5855. 

Xplore 50/10* UNLIMITED is here.

xplornet.com

Yes, this plan is available to existing customers. Yes, your Internet data is truly unlimited. There is no soft cap. 1Speeds vary based on your 
technical configuration, traffic, servers, and other factors. Traffic management policy applies, see xplornet.com/policies. 2This pricing is 
exclusively for new customers and expires July 31, 2021. Includes rental cost of equipment, except optional Xplornet Wi-Fi router. Netflix is 
a trademark of Netflix Inc. Xplornet® is a trademark of Xplornet Communications Inc. ©2021 Xplornet Communications Inc.

Download speeds 50 Mbps to:
• Watch Netflix™ on multiple devices3

• Scroll through social media fast
• Stream music and videos
• Download games and files faster

Upload speeds 10 Mbps to:
• Video conference for school and work
• Back up data to cloud storage
• Upload and share videos and photos

Mbps1

Download
speed

50up
to

Mbps110
Upload
speed

up
to

True 
unlimited data

$9999$9999
/month/month2

2-year price
guarantee

*Where available. $49 installation fee applies. 2-year term required. $109.99 starting in month 25. 
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Accreditation 
Number: 38988

even further in the eyes 
of the public. Those who 
think agriculture and food 
will to grow in the future 
dropped seven per cent 
to 37 per cent. And those 
asked if they’d be willing 
to recommend a job or 
career in agriculture were 
less willing to do so than 
they were in 2019. 

Now, that’s an odd 
question to begin with, 
considering that Canadi-
ans know little about jobs 
or careers in agriculture 
to begin with, and would 
hardly know what to 
recommend if asked. But 
I suspect what came to 
mind for poll respondents 
was jobs in meat packing 
plants and on farms with 
worker accommodations 
– vital positions that in 
some cases went poorly 
last year, with COVID-19 
infections there making 
huge headlines. 

That won’t help the 
chronically understaffed 
sector’s dire need to 
attract more workers. Nor 
will the finding that poll 
respondents’ declining 
belief (from 92 per cent 
in 2020 to that 86 per 
cent now) that the federal 
government should 
support the agriculture 
and food sector. Helping 
attract and keep workers 
is one way the govern-
ment has tried to provide 
support.  

If you could take some 

positives from the Grass-
roots report, it was that 
Canadians see agriculture 
as having a positive impact 
on the environment. 
This continues a trend in 
which the country appears 
less influenced by activ-
ists’ scare tactics about 
genetically modified crops 
and any food not labelled 
organic. In this case, 
pro-agriculture advocacy 
seems to be working. 

As well, poll respon-
dents said they more 
positive about farming 
after having visited a 
farm. That’s encouraging 
for popular, successful 
programs such as break-
fast on the farm, run 
during non-pandemic 
times by the sector’s advo-
cates, such as Farm and 
Food Care. 

However, 70 per cent 
of respondents said that 
have never visited an 
“operational or commer-
cial farm,” the kind that 
produce most of our 
food. And it’s unlikely 
that figure will decrease 
significantly, given the 
new post-pandemic era of 
on-farm safety we’re likely 
to enter.

The sector needs to 
learn from its success with 
environmental messages 
and apply them elsewhere, 
to reverse some of these 
threatening trends. It’s 
taken a hit, and the areas 
where it needs to rebound 
are clear. 

ROBERTS: Farm sector needs to build 
on its successes to boost its standing

→FROM 11

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

over backwards to try and 
help anybody who needs 
help,” he said. “Anytime 
a patient calls [and says] 
‘I’m booked at the hospi-
tal six weeks later, when 
can I come in?’ I would 
say, ‘you come in now.’ If 
my staff has to stay back 
to take care of it, we’ll do 
that.

“Our basic motive is, if 
we can help ease off some-
body’s pain and put them 

IMAGING: New Elmira office
to be joined by Waterloo location

back to normal some-
where along the line.” 

The opening of the 
Elmira location is just 
one of the ways WNR is 
continuing to expand, 
with a new office also 
opening at 380 King St. in 
Waterloo.  

Appointments at Elmira 
Diagnostic Imaging are 
through referral. For more 
information, visit the 
website at 
www.waterlooxray.com.  

→FROM 11

Vijay Gupta says he’s happy to have operations running once 
again in Elmira.  Damon MacLean

To mark Pride Month, Woolwich is flying the flag for the first time, raising it at the cenotaph in Elmira on Wednesday. All of the flags are at 
half-mast in recognition of the discovery of the remains of 215 children at the site of a former residential school in B.C. Alex Filipe
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seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
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ArtsArts Long-time Drayton Entertainment patron 
Marcia Haworth of Rockwood took home 
$100,505 as the holder of the winning ticket 
in the May 50⁄50 draw. Haworth has been 
attending productions for some 30 years – 
her first show was Brighton Beach Memoirs 
during the inaugural 1991 season at the 
Drayton Festival Theatre. 

The Kitchener-Waterloo Multicultural 
Centre has announced that the 54th 
annual K-W Multicultural Festival will be 
online again this year. In addition to featur-
ing community groups, local artisans and 
entertainers, the festival is reaching out to 
encourage local restaurants, food trucks, 
and farmer’s market vendors to participate.
www.kwmulticultural.ca

Lucky on the draw Festival online again

GET SUMMER
ROAD READY
OIL CHANGE • BATTERY TEST • TIRE ROTATION AND INFLATION

FLUID TOP-UPS • LUBRICATION • VISUAL INSPECTION

BRAKE INSPECTION • VEHICLE INSPECTION REPORT
LOCALLY OWNED 

& OPERATED
ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE  325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727 *May not be exactly as shown. 

See instore for details

GET SUMMERGET SUMMER
ROAD READYROAD READY

SAVE 
20%

Drayton Entertainment youth program coordinator David Connolly at the St. Jacobs Country Playhouse. Damon MacLean

Going to Bootcamp on the way to Broadway
Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

AFTER FOUR SOLD-
OUT SESSIONS, DRAY-
TON Entertainment’s 
Broadway Bootcamp 
returned again this week. 
The series sees youth 9 
to 19 explore the perfor-
mance arts through 
workshops all from the 
comfort of home. 

Given the ongoing 
pandemic situation, 
classes are in session 
via a digital platform. 
David Connolly, youth 
program coordinator for 
Drayton Entertainment, 
notes that the bootcamp 
has been a good way of 
bringing theatre to youth 
during these trying times, 
keeping them engaged 
and interacting with their 
peers. 

The format follows 
previous years, with 
special guests helping 
with the program.

“We have different 
guest artists for each 

bootcamp. They share 
their perspective; they 
tell their stories about 
how they started exactly 
where these kids are start-
ing,” he explained. 

The guests this month 
are Alie Ewoldt (the first 
woman of colour to play 
Christine in Phantom of 
the Opera), Astrid Van 
Wieren (Come from Away) 
and Mark Cassius (Shen-
donoah, Ragtime, and 
Jesus Christ Superstar 
–2012). 

Interacting with 
established perform-
ers is a real boost to the 
young participants, said 
Connolly, pointing to a 
past appearance by Paul 
Nolan, a well-known 
name in the Broadway 
community. Nolan 
grew up in a small town 
(Rouleau, Saskatchewan), 
where he played hockey 
and eventually had to 
make a decision between 
choosing to continue on 
the ice or take a chance on 
the footlights.  → BOOTCAMP 24

Drayton Entertainment is again offering its popular training session for young performers, sticking with digital again

“To see these students 
hear that story about 
– because they have 
assumptions about 
Broadway stars,  they 

don’t ever think [about 
how] a Broadway star 
started – battling whether 
he should be in hockey or 
not [is educational]. All 

of those testimonials, I 
think are really what kind 
of separates this train-
ing.”  

Not being allowed on 

the physical stage has 
changed things for the 
classes in many ways, 
including expanding to 

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

SPANISH AMERICAN 
LITERATURE PROFES-
SOR AT the University 
of Guelph by day and an 
author by night, Stephen 
Henighan worked for 
nine years on his most 
recent novel, The World 
of After. The book  centres 
around life following the 
collapse of the Berlin Wall, 
exploring the impacts such 
barriers have both phys-
ically and figuratively on 
humanity.

The barrier theme 

continues for Henighan 
himself as he worked to get 
the book released during 
the pandemic.

“It's a book for the 
summer holidays,” said 
Henighan of his latest 
release, with hopes that 
the world will allow us to 
escape for a brief moment 
during the summer season, 
adding, “it is intended as a 
bit of a think piece.”

The World of After is 
his 18th book, marking a 
return to straightforward 
story-writing.

“Instead of doing lots 
of fancy artistic stuff, and 

jumping back and forth 
and so on, I wrote a story 
that begins at the begin-
ning and goes to the end, 
and I think carries the 
reader through it in a way 
that will satisfy more read-
ers’ expectations.  Some 
of my other books, which 
were, I hope, somewhat 
artistic, but probably have 
less narrative momentum. 
This one's got more of a 
story with a capital ‘S’,” 
explained Henighan.

The World of After views 
the 1990s as something of 
an “in-between time,” as 
the Cold War ended, when 

people thought “we can 
reinvent the world, and yet 
all the horrible stuff of the 
new millennium hadn't 
started yet.

“The story runs on 
the idea, this is the kind 
of time of freedom and 
reinvention and the 
protagonist is a Montrealer 
who kind of, without 
really intending to, flukes 
a scholarship to Oxford 
and ends up in an Oxford 
University in England in 
the early ’90s, where his 
two best friends are the 
son of a Russian defector 
who grew up in Toronto, 

Guelph author’s latest novel explores the aftermath of the Berlin Wall

and a British guy from 
an old British-Jewish 
communist family. They 
become friends, and then 
it becomes a very compli-
cated triangle – eventually, 
the tensions result in a 
kind of disastrous miscal-
culation. And that, in turn, 
dispatches all three of 
them into different areas 
of the 1990s, particularly in 
Eastern Europe, exploring 
this world of The World of 
After the fall of the Berlin 
Wall in different ways. 

The concluding scenes 
are set in former Yugosla-
via – that's roughly what's 

going on.” 
An historical piece 

usually takes a lot of 
research to formulate 
proper context, but for 
Henighan much of the 
inspiration came from his 
own personal experience 
and memories of time 
spent in Eastern Europe 
during the very time 
period he has depicted.

 “Although most of the 
characters I write are 
fictional, I was in most of 
these places at the time. 
So, the characters are there 
in Oxford, in London in 

Stephen Henighan draws on his own experience in Europe in the 1990s to dramatize the impact of the post-Cold War period

→ NOVEL24



THE OBSERVER | Thursday, June 3, 2021 | 15

Seven days. 
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A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

General 
Office Cleaner

Please reply via email 
(with a resume or explanation of qualifications) 
to addserv@rogers.com
Or call Diane at 519-664-3197

Permanent part-time cleaning 
position in the Linwood area.
2 times per week for a total of 
approximately 8 hours weekly.
Careful attention to detail and 
reliable transportation required.

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated general laborer.
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general clean 
up. Some weekend and after hours work.

Competitive wage.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 
respect for our customers. 

 
We are looking for a full time, permanent

Stair CNC Programmer 
and Operator

In this position you will be responsible to operate one 
of our CNC routers that machines primarily solid wood 
stair parts as well as cabinet doors. The other part of 
your responsibility will be to work in the CAM side of 
StairCon software, to create CNC code and shop Data 
for production. To be successful in this position, you 
will need a strong understanding of CNC machining, as 
well as a strong computer and software knowledge and 
the desire to create systems to improve the StairCon  
CAM software.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Attention to Detail
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• CNC Router Experience
• CAM Software Experience
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working experience will be an

asset

Experience
• CNC Programing: 2 years (preferred)
• Woodworking: 2 years (preferred)
• CNC Operator: 2 years (preferred)

after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a manufacturer of 
high quality kitchen cabinetry in Drayton. 

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales & Design

team. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, and 

preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. If you enjoy working in a 
strong team environment and want the 

opportunity to grow along with the company,
then please submit your resumé to: 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 
519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest.

• Stair building experience will be an asset

Help Wanted

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Production Worker
This fulltime position will involve straight shift 

work weekdays (Monday to Friday), evening and 
nights available with occasional Saturday shift. 
Responsibilities will include warehouse duties, 

pelleting/batching and receiving.

The successful applicant will have
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relation-

ships with co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively 

with customers.
At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits We offer a competitive wage, pension 
plan and group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume and three references to:
Human Resources

Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,

Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted & Word ads
 Continue on page 16
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Your Complete Source for Landscaping & Lawn Care
 Landscape Build
 Interlocking Stone
 Retaining Walls & Steps
Water Features 
 Back Hoe & Skid Steer 

Services
 Sodding & Seeding 

 Planting, Pruning & 
Mulching 

 Rolling & Aerating 
 Over Seeding 
 Fertilizing 
Weed Management 
 Chinchbug Control 

Get your
FREE

quote now!

10%
OFF

Prepayment  
Discounts for 

Lawn Care

 Grub Control 
 Sod Webworm Control 

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

ↆLOCAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. is accepting applications for the position of 
full time Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright.
We are looking for a hard-working, responsible individual with excellent attention to detail 
and strong organizational skills. The focus of this position will be preventative maintenance 
and repair of equipment. Qualified applicants must have 3 years of experience. A basic 
understanding of electrical is preferred. This is a day shift position with responsibility for 
after-hours on-call coverage. Must live within 35 km of Wallenstein.
If you are interested in a rewarding work life, please submit your resume 
via email to recruiting@wfs.ca by June 11, 2021.

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, and thank all 
applicants in advance. Accommodations are available during 

all stages of the recruitment process.

Full Time
Industrial Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright

What you bring:

What you’ll do:

What we offer:

AMI Attachments is a local manufacturer of world-class attachments 
for construction, mining and forestry equipment” with a vibrant
growing team.
The Inside Sales Rep position is F/T permanent, M-F, 9am-6pm. 

• Heavy construction equipment knowledge & experience
• Inside Sales experience
• Motivation, professionalism, punctuality and organization
• Excellent verbal and written customer communication skills
• MS Office proficient (Excel, PPT, Word, Outlook)

• First point of contact for incoming leads and inquiries
• Prompt, efficient responses and follow-up to all correspondence, 

sharing with AMI Sales & Management Team as required
• Guide dealers through quotation & order process, and provide 

information and specifications as required
• Demonstrate accurate & extensive knowledge of AMI products
• Coordinate with Manager & team members to develop follow-up 

& sales action plans and strategies
• Initiate processes & improvements necessary for effective & 

efficient sales process that supports our dealers & customers

• Competitive wages & Benefits package
• Pension matching after 1 year
• Friendly, collaborative team environment

For more details and to apply online,  
visit amiattachments.com/careers
Or email your resume to: careers@amiattachments.com

HIRING: INSIDE SALES REP

Help Wanted

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Warehouse Personnel
Currently we are looking for individuals to join our 

team as warehouse personnel. Candidates for these 
full time positions will work straight shifts from 8am 

to 3 pm, with OT opportunities weekly. No 
experience is necessary but would be an asset. 

Duties would include:
• Bagging finished feeds
• Warehouse work
• Work area clean up
• Helping customer’s with orders

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits We offer a competitive wage, pension 
plan and group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume and three references to:
Human Resources

Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,

Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario. 

We currently have an opening for:

Bag Truck Driver
This fulltime position will involve safe operation 

of a bag unit week days (Monday to Friday) 
Truck features a power ramp and an
electric cart for handling materials.

The successful applicant will have:
• A valid DZ driver’s license needed.
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relation-

ships with co-workers, and 
• Ability to represent the company positively 

with customers. 
At Floradale Feed Mill Limited, we take pride 
in providing the finest in quality feeds and service 
to our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries.  Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset. 

Benefits We offer a competitive wage, pension 
plan and group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume to:
Human Resources

Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,

Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Do you need 
more space 
for your business?
I may have that space! 
I’m looking for work to do in my 40’ft x 60’ft 
heated shop such as assembling or on that line. 
Located near Millbank. 
Call 519-781-7574 and leave message.

Work Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Sale
HILLCREST HOME 
BAKING ICE CREAM 
Sale. June 1st - June 
19th. Chapman's 
Premium $4.45; 
O r i g i n a l  $ 2 . 9 9. 
519-669-1381.

LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g , 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Word ads 
Continue

on Page 19

Help Wanted 
continued from

Page 16

ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Happy 50th Anniversary

God Bless You

Alvin & Mary  June 3, 1971 - 2021

With Love from your family

Anniversary

In Loving Memory of our 
beloved sister Darlene

Your life was a blessing, 
Your memory a treasure,

You are loved beyond words 
and missed beyond measure.

Lovingly remembered by Jen, Joan and Lisa 

who passed away 5 years ago 
on June 3, 2016.

In Memoriam

Happy “70th” Anniversary
Harold and Dorothy Geisel 

Your tree of married life branches out now “70” years,  
Starting out as a young bride and groom your future to steer  

Raising a family that blossomed and flourished and bloomed  
Into abundant grandchildren and great-grandchildren plume  

The lives that you’ve touched and the family you’ve grown  
Is a testimony and a legacy of the seeds of faith sown

As we honour you both on this pinnacle day  
Seven decades of love shared along life’s pathway

We cherish you our dear parents, still young at heart
Your commitment, your strength, your twilight years spark  

God bless you on your journey, His tender care each day
May you look forward to all the blessing still to come your way!

June 9th 1951 - June 9th, 2021

Congratulations and love from your girls, Judy, Janet, Karen

In lieu of COVID distance, a card sent to celebrate  
with Mom and Dad would be so appreciated!  

24 - 29 Water ST St. Jacobs, ON NOB 2NO

Anniversary

Continued  on Page 19
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
ESSENTIAL TRANSPORTATION

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce 
The Township offi ce is closed to walk-in public traffi c.  Business will continue and 
services can be accessed through our website, by email or by telephone. There is 
a drop box located at the side of our building along Maple Street, which offers a 
contactless option for dropping off payments, building permits or documents. We will 
be accepting water samples for drop off weekly on Tuesdays:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: 
    www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, 

Streetlights, Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit
For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or 
call 519-669-1647. For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 
519-575-4400.
To stay informed on the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
www.woolwich.ca/COVID19

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
The Township of Woolwich recreation facilities are closed and all rentals and programs 
within these facilities are cancelled pending continued monitoring of provincial 
regulations.  
Outdoor recreational amenities such as skate parks, tennis/pickleball courts, 
basketball courts, off-leash dog parks, playgrounds, outdoor parks, and recreational 
areas are now open. Baseball diamonds and soccer fi elds remain closed. Please note 
that park amenities are not sanitized, and users should have personal hand sanitizer 
on hand.
The Bolender Park Splashpad will open to residents as of Wednesday June 9th 
following required maintenance and inspections.
Residents are encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying the outdoors 
or by visiting our website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, virtual fi tness 
and other activities to keep you engaged this spring.
Woolwich Seniors Association:  Older Adults 55+ are encouraged to stay active and 
connected from home.  Free, virtual programs, are offered.  Check the website for 
updates at www.woolwichseniors.ca or email contact@woolwichseniors.ca.

Local Business Resources  
FREE masks: if your business is located within Woolwich and has 50 or fewer 
employees, order your free supply of masks online at 
https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request.
FREE screening kits: The workplace self screening program offered by the Greater 
Kitchener Waterloo and Cambridge Chambers of Commerce  is only available to 
businesses in the Region of Waterloo . Visit www.chambercheck.ca to learn more and 
to schedule your pick-up. 
Businesses support: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 
Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business! For more 
information about government programs and other business supports call Jenna 
Morris at 519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. 
Children under fi ve and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. 
Please be kind to those unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 
519-575-4400.

Apply to Join the Woolwich Heritage 
Committee Today! Help Protect and 

Enhance our Heritage!
The Township of Woolwich is looking for 2-4 engaged citizens who are passionate about 
preserving and promoting our Woolwich Heritage.  Motivated candidates are willing to 
learn what it takes to identify and designate heritage properties, work with like-minded 
citizens and township staff, and contribute in various ways to complete committee tasks 
and special projects. While the committee would benefi t from candidates with strong 
related professional experience, enthusiastic candidates are equally welcome to apply. 
The Woolwich Heritage Committee meets once a month, for a minimum of nine times a 
year, to promote cultural heritage awareness, education stewardship and conservation; to 
recognize excellence in the cultural heritage community within Woolwich; and to provide 
advice to Council on cultural heritage matters in the Township of Woolwich.
For detailed information about the committee and how to apply as a volunteer, please visit 
www.woolwich.ca/committees or contact the Clerks Offi ce at 519-669-6004. 
The application deadline is Friday, June 25, 2021. Appointments to the Woolwich Heritage 
Committee will be approved in August 2021 for a term ending January 31, 2023.
Interested but want more information? Contact Alex Smyth, Council and Committee 
Facilitator, by phone at 519-669-6004 or email at asmyth@woolwich.ca. 

Public Health Information
As of May 28, the Region of Waterloo will have begin notifying individuals 12-17 
years of age that they can book their appointment for the COVID-19 vaccine. They 
can also book appointments for all family members who are 12+ living within the 
same household.
Individuals must be 12 years of age or older on the day they are vaccinated to be 
eligible to receive Pfi zer which is the only vaccine approved by Health Canada for 
the 12-17 year old age group. Anyone born in 2009 who is still 11 years old is not 
eligible until their birthday.
The booking notifi cation from the Region of Waterloo will be sent to the 
pre-registered youth and will include instructions for booking family members so 
they can get the COVID-19 vaccine at the same time.
For more information or to pre-register, visit: 
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/VaccinePreReg 

Gypsy Moth on the Rise again in 2021
Gypsy moth populations are on the rise again in Waterloo Region this year resulting in 
leaf defoliation, especially oak, beech, birch and spruce in urban as well as forested 
areas. Gypsy moth caterpillar defoliation can result in tree stress and mortality. 
Background information as well as home control methods can be found at: 
www.woolwich.ca 

The Grand River Conservation Authority is spraying two forested properties against 
gypsy moths in the Grand River Watershed. Additional information can be found on the 
GRCA website.

Garlic Mustard Alert
Garlic Mustard is an invasive plant to be on the look-out for this spring in Woolwich. It is 
a non-native plant that often outcompetes our native plant life.  Manual removal methods 
include: cutting plants before they set seed or pulling the plants and discarding as waste 
-- not compost-- to avoid seed spreading.  Click on the link below for more info about 
Garlic Mustard and methods to control it.
www.woolwich.ca
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3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

ELMIRA - Prepare to be impressed with this 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom solid brick bungalow. Cooking 
for friends and family is easy in this spacious 2006 custom built kitchen equipped with a gas stove 
and floor to ceiling cabinetry.  The main floor offers some newer hard wood floors, large windows and 
an open concept design joining the kitchen, dining room and living areas. The main floor bathroom 
was redone with custom Chervin cabinets and features a jet tub. You will find yourself getting cozy 
watching movies in the finished rec room as well as using the open space for games, crafts, or just 
playing! One and a half car garage (16' x 26') and triple wide concrete driveway provide ample 
parking, storage space or another hang out area. Relax out back with the covered deck, concrete patio 
surrounded by manicured gardens and a fish pond!  Easy access to downtown, schools, parks, the rec 
centre and public transportation. Offering loads of storage and updates as follows: Roof 2011, Furnace 
& A/C replaced in 2011, Custom Kitchen 2006, Updated Main Bath 2011, New electrical panel 2006, 
….don’t miss out on this wonderful opportunity!!!

$575,000$575,000

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

$12.00/per sq. ft. plus C.A.M. fees 
space for lease. 2 units available im-
mediately. 1310 sq. ft. & 1821 sq. ft. 
Front & rear access. Newly renovated. 
Lots of parking. MLS

112 Oriole Pkwy, Birdland Plaza

Perfect bungalow starter home in es-
tablished neighbourhood.  2 bdrms, 
some hardwood fl ooring. Main fl oor 
laundry, LR, kitchen, dining space and 
bathroom. Replacement windows & 
furnace. Rear addition provides for 
master bedroom w/ensuite. Partial 
basement w/rec room. Asphalt drive-
way.   MLS

54 Riverside Dr., W., Elmira

Lots of original character. 2 stair-
cases to the upper floor, some 
stained glass windows, mostly 
hardwood flooring & natural wood-
work on main flr. Main floor has 
eat-in kitchen w/built-in cabinets & 
island. 2 pc, formal DR, LR & den/
family room.  3 bdrms, 3 pc bath 
& kitchenette upstairs. Unfinished 
bsmt. House requires major renova-
tions.   MLS

15 Erb St., Elmira

Lots of original character. 2 stair-
cases to the upper floor, some 
stained glass windows, mostly 
hardwood flooring & natural wood-
work on main flr. Main floor has 
eat-in kitchen w/built-in cabinets & 
island. 2 pc, formal DR, LR & den/
family room.  3 bdrms, 3 pc bath 
island. 2 pc, formal DR, LR & den/
family room.  3 bdrms, 3 pc bath 

work on main flr. Main floor has 
eat-in kitchen w/built-in cabinets & 
island. 2 pc, formal DR, LR & den/
family room.  3 bdrms, 3 pc bath 

SOLD

Perfect bungalow starter home in es-
tablished neighbourhood.  2 bdrms, 
some hardwood fl ooring. Main fl oor 
laundry, LR, kitchen, dining space and 
bathroom. Replacement windows & 
furnace. Rear addition provides for 
master bedroom w/ensuite. Partial 
furnace. Rear addition provides for 

laundry, LR, kitchen, dining space and 
bathroom. Replacement windows & 
furnace. Rear addition provides for SOLD

Serving the community for 29 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

Serving the community for 29 years!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Bert Martin BROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426
DIRE
OFFICE: 

FREE Market Evaluation

$719,900ELMIRA! Great family home on large 
lot close to all schools, parks and Elmira Rec Centre. This 
home offers 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, main floor family 
room with fireplace, walk-up attic, appliances including 
a gas cooking range, beautiful front porch, large rear 
deck and large fenced rear yard. Single car garage. Most 
of the main components have been recently replaced; 
roof 2019, furnace and air 2017, driveway 2018. This 
home is ready to move in. MLS Call Bert

NEW
LISTING!

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Martin, Urias L. 
Passed away on Thursday, May 
27, 2021 in St. Jacobs, at the age of 
77. Husband of Selinda (Gingrich) 
Martin for 53 years. Brother-in-law 
of Amsey and MaryAnn Gingrich, 
Louisa (Mrs. Amsey Brubacher), Ellen 
(Mrs. Clayton Bearinger) and Lorene 
Gingrich. Predeceased by his parents 
Ezra and Maryann (Lichty) Martin, 
brother-in-law Melvin Gingrich, and 
two brothers and one sister in infancy. 
A drive past visitation took place on 
Wednesday, June 2, 2021 from 1 - 5 
p.m. and 6 - 8 p.m. at the residence 
of Adam Weber, 1125 Lobsinger 
Line, RR 1, Waterloo. Burial and 
drive-in funeral service took place 
on Thursday, June 3, 2021, at 10 a.m. 
at Conestoga Mennonite Cemetery, 
1866 Three Bridges Road, St. Jacobs.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Stroh, Marie Eileen
Passed away peacefully on Monday, 
May 31, 2021 at the Freeport Campus 
of Grand River Hospital at the age of 
59. Marie leaves behind her loving 
siblings Miriam (Mike) Mcelligott of 
Texas, Richard Stroh of St. Jacobs, 
and Ron Stroh (Ann Treusch) of 
Elmira. She will also be missed by 
her nephew Ryan (Angela) McCall 
Stroh and their children Gia and Lane; 
and her nephew Reed McCall Stroh. 
Predeceased by her parents Earl 
and Eileen Stroh. After many health 
challenges, Marie is in a better place. 
She will be missed by all who loved 
her. A private graveside service will 
take place on Friday, June 4, 2021 at 11 
a.m. at St. James Lutheran Cemetery, 
Elmira. A video will be available on 
Marie’s tribute page on the funeral 
home website following the service.  
Donations to the Canadian Mental 
Health A ss o ciation Waterlo o 
Wellington would be appreciated and 
may be made through the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

For Sale
MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

USED KELVINATER 
UPRIGHT FREEZER. 
Works very good, 
white, 15 cu ft. 
519-669-3620.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking  
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Trades & 
Services

DO YOU HAVE CLEAN-
ING NEED I'M AVAIL-
able to service. As I 
restore your house 
to clean. Szendrey 
343-575-0649.

Trades & 
Services

DO CALL US TO HELP 
YOU CLEAN ALL 
your service needs. 
Call us right now. I 
wash as you have a 
rest. I clean it all for 
you. I am available. 
Call me if you need 
me to service you 
anytime. You wish 
as you are important 
to us I clean. All your 
service needs call us 
right now. Szendrey 
343-575-0649.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Garage  
Sales

MOVING/DOWNSIZ-
ING GARAGE SALE. 
June 7 12th, 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. 7206 Sideroad 
18 (Goldstone). Lots 
of glass dishes, chil-
dren's clothing, Cricut 
machine, desk, double 
bed, plus lots of new 
items.

Word Ads
Continued  

from Page 16

IN PRINT. IN DEPTH. ONLINE.

Obituary

Heintz, Clarence
Passed away on Monday, May 31, 2021 
at Innisfree House, Kitchener in his 
99th year. Beloved husband of the late 
Eileen (Martin) Heintz (2019). Father 
of Lois and Stu Weber of Elmira, the 
late Jim (2014), Sharon and Murray 
Shantz of Oakville, Ken and Cathy of 
St. Agatha, Steve Heintz and Benoit 
Aumais of Montreal, Ruthanne 
and Mark Ward of Kitchener, 
Connie Heintz and Janine Smith 
of Waterdown. Also remembered 
by his nine grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren. Survived by 
sister Martha Shupe, sisters-in-law, 
Pearl Heintz, Martha Shantz, Ida 
Brubacher, Alice Martin, Edith Martin, 
Marilyn Brubacher and brother-in-
law Eugene Shantz. Predeceased by 
his parents David and Nancy Heintz, 
siblings Emanuel (Grace), Enoch 
(Sarah) Martin, Sid (Buelah), Carl 
Shantz, Mary (Cleon) Brubacher, Ray 
Shupe, David (Carol), Sally Shantz, 
Alice (Stan) Metzger, Leonard, Aden 
(Mildred) Martin, Aden Brubacher, 
Roy Martin and Howard Martin. 
Clarence farmed on the 6th of Wallace 
before moving to Elmira and spent his 
final two years at Parkwood Suites, 
Waterloo. He was a faithful member 
of Zion Mennonite Fellowship, 
Elmira. Due to COVID-19, a private 
family service will be held at 2 
p.m. on Sunday, June 6, 2021 at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira with interment to follow 
in the Elmira Mennonite Cemetery. 
Relatives and friends are invited to 
view the livestreamed service on 
Clarence’s tribute page of the funeral 
home website. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to Innisfree 
House or House of Friendship would 
be appreciated.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Family Album  
 Continued  

from pg 16. 

Continues  
on pg 20

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
 519-669-5790 ext 104  
 drudy@woolwichobserver.com

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

100%  
Local



20  |  C L A S S I F I E D S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, June 3, 2021

1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0

519-656-2880

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding area
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve.

Christopher W. Franklin
Funeral Director

ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Martin, Eileen 
It is with great sadness that the family 
of Eileen (Gingrich) Martin announces 
her passing on Thursday, May 27, 2021 
at Hospice Waterloo Region. Eileen 
was in her 92nd year, born November 
4th, 1929. Lovingly remembered by her 
children Kristine (Chris) McCabe, Ken 
(Rosslyn) Millard-Martin, Fred Martin 
and Brian Martin. Eileen is survived 
by only one of her four sisters, Fern 
Metzger. She is fondly remembered 
by her grandchildren Shawn (Rhonda) 
Brubacher, Shannon (Matt) Daniel, 
Kyle Martin, Ben (Maartje) Millard-
Martin, Robin Millard-Martin, Abbey 
(Andrew) Gopsill, Breanna (Zach) 
Martin, Cole Martin and Emma Martin 
and by her great-grandchildren Mya 
Brubacher, Ayla Brubacher and Ellie 
and Arlo Gopsill. Eileen is predeceased 
by her husband Vernon, son Rodney, 
grandson Jesse and sisters Olive 
Shantz, Wilma Gingrich and Doris 
Gingrich. Eileen was born in Waterloo 
County on the 4th Concession of 
Peel. She raised her family on a farm 
in Alma and later Elmira. She spent 
many years working at the Elmira 
Nursing Home, later Chateau Gardens 
in Elmira. She spent countless hours 
volunteering and looking after her 
grandchildren. Her door was always 
open to friends, family and some 
of their strays. Eileen was loved by 
all who knew her. We will miss her 
immensely. Cremation has taken 
place. There will be no funeral home 
visitation. A private service was held 
at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 30, 2021. 
Family and friends are invited to view 
the Livestream of the service which 
can be found on her tribute page of 
the funeral home website. Eileen will 
rest in peace with her husband and 
son at Floradale Mennonite Cemetery. 
A celebration of her life will take place 
at a later date. In Eileen’s memory, 
donations to MCC or Hospice Waterloo 
Region would be appreciated and 
can be made through the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home. A special thank you 
to all of the staff at Hospice Waterloo 
Region and Waterloo Wellington LHIN 
for their exceptional care.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Lewis, Lucy
The full and complete realization of a 
beautiful and wonderful life came to 
be on May 27, 2021 with the passing 
of Lucy Lewis. Her spirit went to join 
her husband Peter, her parents John 
James and Mary Elizabeth Hedderson 
and her brother George Hedderson. 
Left with loving memories are her 
siblings Lawrence Hedderson (Clara) 
of Fleur de Lys, NL, Elizabeth Ford 
(Phonse Walsh) of Fleur de Lys, NL 
and Mary Agnes Head (Lawrence 
Drover) of BaieVerte, NL. She will 
be remembered as she lived with 
unlimited love by her children John 
(Andrea) of Grimsby, ON, Roy (Vicki) 
of Mississauga, ON, Dennis (Linda) of 
North Bay, ON, Peter Jr. (Sandra) of 
Elmira, ON, Cathy Dillabough (Keith) 
of Mattawa, ON, Rita Thibault (Marc) 
of Elmira, ON, Laura Lewis-Marche 
(Wayne) of Elmira, ON and Morris 
(Amy) of Wetaskiwin, AB. She will be 
sadly missed by her grandchildren: 
Ken, Kelly, Colin, Pam, Lori, Lee, 
Jeff, Samantha, Jenelle, Jesse, 
Deanna, Tyler, Geri-Lynn, Ethan, 
Geena, Emma, Sophia and Juliet. 
She will have a lasting legacy with 
her great-grandchildren: Kaelin, 
Lucas, Casey, Meghan, Evangeline, 
Boston, Everett, Max and Mia, and 
by her large extended family and 
many friends. She was never critical, 
always kind; very humble and treated 
everyone with the same love. Do not 
only grieve the passing of a beautiful 
soul, but each time her name is 
mentioned, think of her with pride 
and be thankful of the amazing gift 
she left. At Lucy’s request, cremation 
has taken place, with interment to 
follow in BaieVerte, NL at a future 
date. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to the Canadian Cancer 
Society would be appreciated, and 
may be made through the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira.

Lucy’s last journal entry:

“Looking back I wish I knew, just how 
quickly the children grew. I’d savor 
each moment day by day, my mistakes 
I’d cast away. The pay was poor, savings 
were few, and luxuries were only what 
others knew. Sacrifices at times were 
many, rewards on the other hand 
were plenty. How I miss their laughter 
and sounds, God I wish they were still 
around. God keep them safe and watch 
over them.”

- Love you all, Mom and Dad.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Sauder, Selinda
Peacefully on Saturday, May 29, 2021 
at Grand River Hospital, Selinda 
(Bauman) Sauder of Waterloo, age 57 
years, wife of Harvey Sauder. Mother 
of Mark of Breslau, Erma, Mervin, 
Martha, and Edna all at home. 
Daughter-in-law of Ivan Sauder of 
Waterloo. Sister of Minerva (Aaron) 
Brubacher, Amsey (Nancy) Bauman 
of Gladstone, MB, Salome of Waterloo, 
Orvie (Naomi) Bauman of Wroxeter, 
Noah (Mary) Bauman of Holyrood, 
Alvin (Selinda) Bauman of Gladstone, 
MB, Enos (Louisa) Bauman of Fisher 
Branch, MB, and sister-in-law of Elam 
(Rebecca) Sauder of Teeswater, Allen 
(Hannah) Sauder, Nancy Sauder of 
Waterloo, Lucinda (Alvin) Martin 
of Gladstone, MB, Edwin (Velina) 
Sauder of Waterloo. Predeceased by 
her parents Norman and Maryann 
Bauman and mother-in-law Melinda 
Sauder. A drive by visitation took 
place at the home of Harvey Sauder,  
1175 New Jerusalem Road from 1-4 and 
6-8 p.m. on Monday, May 31, 2021, and 
from 1-5 p.m. on Tuesday, June 1, 2021. 
Burial and funeral service was held at 
Winterbourne Mennonite Church on 
Wednesday June 2, 2021 by invitation. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

ObituaryObituary

McDougall, H. Neil
Peacefully passed away on Saturday, 
May 29, 2021 at Heritage House, St. 
Jacobs at the age of 86. Beloved 
husband of the late Noreen (Scott) 
McDougall (May 26, 2011). Dear father 
of David McDougall (Sue Kinsella) of 
Guelph, Mary Lynn (Bob) Goodwin 
of Waterloo and Leah McDougall of 
Elmira. Also lovingly remembered by 
his grandchildren Kaitlyn McDougall 
(Steven Dunn), Jennifer (Brian) Smith, 
Sean (Justine) Goodwin, Melissa (Ben) 
Roth, and his 7 great-grandchildren. 
Brother and brother-in-law of Heather 
Sayles, Marie McDougall, Wilma Culp, 
Sherry McDougall. Predeceased by his 
parents Hugh and Marie (Longman) 
McDougall, brothers Colin, Bob and 
Rod McDougall, sisters Florence 
(Bob) Reed, Ruth (Bob) Celeri, Harry 
(Grace) Scott, Iva (Harold) Davis 
and Murray Culp. Visitation will be 
held on Thursday, June 3, 2021 from 
5-8 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. To 
register your attendance, please call 
the funeral home at 519-669-2207. 
Masks are mandatory; please remain 
in your vehicle until an attendant 
invites you in. A livestreamed funeral 
service will take place on Friday, June 
4, 2021 at 1 p.m. and can be viewed 
on Neil’s tribute page of the funeral 
home website. Interment will follow 
at Elora Cemetery. In Neil’s memory 
donations to the Lung Association 
or David Suzuki Foundation would  
be appreciated.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Musselman, Mary (Cressman)
Peacefully passed away on Friday, 
May 28, 2021 at Grand River Hospital 
at the age of 90. Beloved wife of the 
late Marshall Musselman (2012). 
Dear mother of David (Kathleen) 
of Langton, ON, James (Peggy) of 
Alberta, Wayne (Wendy) of Kitchener, 
Paul (Bianca) of Elmira, Larry (Mary 
Scroggins) of Kitchener. Lovingly 
remembered by her grandchildren 
Kimberly Musselman, Mary Lynn 
(Caleb) Hia, Brett (Jamie) Musselman, 
Dana (Spencer) Wood; Sarah (Jared) 
Freeman, Jenn (Rufus) John, Brian 
Pinnell (Sylvia Si), Brad (Leah) 
Musselman; Larissa Musselman, 
Nicole Musselman; and her great-
grandchildren Sara, Edwin, Chloe, 
Paxton, Joelle, Kaliyah, Jace and 
Audrey. Sister of Violet Martin of 
Floradale and sister-in-law of Janice 
Cressman of St. Jacobs. Predeceased 
by her parents Eden M. and Laura 
(Dettwiler) Cressman, brother 
Calvin Cressman, sister Naomi (Milt) 
Shoemaker, and brother-in-law Lloyd 
Martin. Mary was a devoted mother 
and grandmother and was a pillar of 
her family, as well as a faithful longtime 
member of St. Jacobs Mennonite 
Church. Visitation was held from 2-5 
p.m. on Tuesday, June 1, 2021 at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. A private funeral service 
took place at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, 
June 2, 2021 and was livestreamed 
to Mary’s tribute page on the funeral 
home website. Family interment in 
St. Jacobs Mennonite Cemetery. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations 
to St. Mary’s Hospital Foundation 
– Regional Cardiac Care Centre or  
St. Jacobs Mennonite Church would 
be appreciated.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Obituary

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

MADER, SHIRLEY JUNE - BORN AUGUST 10, 
1928, PASSED PEACEFULLY MAY 31, 2021 IN 
her 93rd year. Shirley grew up in the village of 
Breslau.

WIDEMAN, MAYNARD - IT IS WITH HEAVY 
HEARTS THAT WE ANNOUNCE THE PASSING 
of Maynard Wideman at the age of 68.

Death Notices

Reach local 
people at the 
right time 
every week.
15,000 Observers are delivered to 
homes in Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Waterloo. 
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out 
how your business can book this space.

♥ Shoe and boot mat
Place a folded-up newspaper 
beside the door and keep wet 
and muddy footwear on it to 
prevent staining the carpet.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here Woolwich recognizes June as Recreation 
and Parks Month and Seniors’ Month annu-
ally by providing a wide variety of program 
opportunities and experiences. This year with 
support from ParticipACTION and partner-
ships with community providers such as the 
Woolwich Seniors Association, the township 
has created a 2021 June is Recreation and 
Parks Month and Seniors’ Month calendar.

Farmers in Waterloo Region have reached 
a milestone in making farm improvements 
to protect water quality, with more than 
$20 million in total capital projects having 
been completed through support from the 
Region’s Rural Water Quality Program, which 
provides financial and technical assistance 
to farmers implementing voluntary projects 
to improve and protect water quality. 

Mark the calendar Water quality milestone

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Our Goal is to Make Visiting the Shop as 
Stress-Free & Convenient as Possible. 

Not only is it our job to make sure your vehicle is safe and 
maintained; but also at your convenience without disrupting your 
schedule. When booking your next appointment, feel free to ask 
us about our shuttle service,  request a loaner vehicle or a pick 
up from your home/workplace.

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

JENNIFER SHOULD-
ICE IS KNOWN FOR her 
community involvement 
running the Homeschool 
Kids Unite! – an online  
group where homeschool 
kids can engage with 
others. Now she’s taken up 
the art of origami as her 
next mission. 

When Shouldice was 
in the fifth grade attend-
ing John Mahood PS in 
Elmira, one assignment 
that impacted her was 
around Sadako and the 
Thousand Paper Cranes. 
Her class read the book, 
which centers around a 
girl diagnosed with leuke-
mia after the Hiroshima 
bombing.  

“I’m homeschooling 
this year, and I read the 
novel with my kids for a 
novel study. In the novel, 

Creating paper cranes as a symbol of hope

Jennifer Shouldice and her children Emmet, Breea and Scarlett are making paper cranes as a symbol 
of hope.  Damon MacLean

Elmira woman’s revisiting of Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes with her kids inspires origami project
the characters make 
paper cranes that, for the 
Japanese, are symbols 
of hope and peace. The 
main character in the 
story, she has cancer and 
so their family and her 
friends rally around her 
and make paper cranes. 
Unfortunately, she does 
not live. It’s a historical 
fiction novel, but still the 
whole point of the story 
is how can we bring about 
a sign of hope and peace 
to hurting people? So 
then the idea came that I 
wanted to teach my kids 
how to make paper cranes 
– I learned to make them 
when I was in Grade 5,” 
Shouldice explained. 

Now with her son also in 
the fifth grade, she wanted 
to hand down some of 
her memories, which 
included making paper 
cranes that hung across 
the classroom. Instead 

of pinning the stringed-
cranes on a classroom 
ceiling, the Shouldice 
residence has some visible 
from the front window.  

As of last weekend, 
there were 525 cranes. 
Shouldice and her chil-
dren spend time on their 
breaks in the day creating 
the cranes and are aiming 
to reach 1,000 by the end 
of the school year.  

Rather than taking 
on the initiative inde-
pendently, Shouldice is 
looking for others in the 
community to search for 
a tutorial and join in on 
the paper folding to help 
reach the goal. One friend 
of Shouldice, for instance, 
is responsible for making 
200 of the 525. 

In addition, to finding 
inspiration through the 
story, Shouldice also 
found a message while 

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

LAST YEAR, ASHER 
ANDARGACHEW WAS 
looking to score some 
volunteer hours when he 
filled out the youth impact 
survey. This year, he’s 
employed by the Children 
and Youth Planning Table 
(CYPT) of Waterloo Region 
to encourage other young 
people to take part.

The inaugural survey 
in 2020 was a pilot project 
limited to the region. 
This year it’s expanded 
to Ottawa, Halton Region 
and the Yarmouth area 
of Nova Scotia. The 
goal remains the same, 
however: find out from 
young people themselves 

just how they’re doing, 
what their concerns are 
and what kinds of services 
they’d like to see.

The local CYPT orga-
nization is looking for 
those between the ages 
of 9 and 18 to take part in 
the online survey, offering 
them a chance to shape 
future policy and, more 
immediately, to earn two 
hours of volunteer time 
towards their high school 
requirements and a shot 
at some prizes, which 
includes two return tickets 
anywhere Flair Airlines 
travels out of the Region 
of Waterloo International 
Airport.

It was the volunteer 
hours that drew Andar-
gachew to the project 

initially.
“At the time, I found it 

was a good way to gain 
volunteer hours. I wasn't 
fully aware what I was 
actually doing, who I 
was helping in doing the 
survey,” he said. “We were 
doing the survey, and 
we were giving different 
organizations data to get 
grant proposals, program 
planning and strategic 
planning, to not only 
better cater to us, but also 
have a better and deeper 
focus conversation about 
their everyday situations 
and issues.”

Getting that informa-
tion directly from young 
people themselves is a 
huge benefit to planners 
and programmers, said 

Alison Pearson, CYPT’s 
manager of community 
engagement and plan-
ning.

“We tend to have data 
about young people that 
is from adults. So, a lot of 
the data we have to help 
us make our decisions are 
from parents or teach-
ers, people in the lives of 
young people, and that is 
helpful. That's a helpful 
perspective. But to make 
really well-informed 
decisions, we need to hear 
from the people whose 
lives we’re document-
ing,” she said. “What my 
hope is, is this becomes 
a meaningful tool for our 
community and others to 
hear directly, firsthand, 
from young people about 

Youth impact survey looking for input from township residents
their well being and about 
the things that matter to 
them.”

Having received about 
300 responses to last 
year’s survey, CYPT is 
aiming for 1,000 this time 
around. Rural areas of the 
township are a priority 
just now, as the townships 
provided 10 per cent of 
responses last year, but 
only four per cent so far in 
the second survey.

“What we're seeking to 
do with this year's data 
in particular is disaggre-
gate, so meaningfully 
look at subgroups and 
what they're having to say 
about their well being. 
Geographically, we would 
love to help tell the story 
of young people living in 

rural communities. That 
means we need to have 
enough participation or 
enough numbers to do 
that in a meaningful way,” 
said Pearson.

That’s where incentives 
such as volunteer hours 
and prizes come into 
play, with Pearson noting 
the pandemic has made 
volunteer time harder to 
come by for high school 
students, making the 
survey a desirable outlet.

For the younger kids in 
the age range, getting the 
parents onboard is the key, 
she added.

More information can 
be found online at 
www.childrenandyouth-
planningtable.ca/
youth-impact-survey.

→CRANES 24
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Parables of Jesus:
Buried Treasure and Fine Pearls

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Jonathan Brubacher Preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

Just like winter (with its 
holidays and comfort 

food), summer can be 
a time when it's easy to 
sabotage your healthy 
eating goals. Fortunately, 
there are easy ways to stay 
on track. "First, there's 
always a healthy option 
for the type of food you 
want. Second, it's not only 
what you choose to eat but 
how you prepare it that 
makes the big difference," 
says Brian Quebbemann, 
M.D., a bariatric surgeon in 
California. Here's how to 
enjoy your summer and eat 
healthy too.

1. Go easy on sugary 
drinks.

Enjoy iced tea and 
lemonade in moderation. 
"Commercially sweetened 
iced tea has 80 calories per 
glass, lemonade has 99 
calories and most commer-
cial fruit juices are about 
80 calories per 8 ounces, 
which is roughly the same 
amount of calories as a 
regular cola," says Quebbe-
mann. Instead, when 
you're craving a sweet 
drink, he suggests diluting 
100 per cent fruit juice with 
an equal portion of water.

2. Keep the fresh in 
fruit salad.

Fruit may seem like 
a good choice – and it 
is – but not if your salad 
is filled with canned fruit 
soaked in syrup, loaded 
with whipped cream 
and garnished with mini 
marshmallows, as it often 
is at summer picnics, 
says Quebbemann. Make 
it healthier by using 
fresh fruit rather than 
canned, and opt for light 
whipped cream or plain 
yogurt (which provides 
extra protein). Replace 
the marshmallows with 
banana or melon slices to 
add more sweetness.

3. Stick with healthier 
carnival foods.

"Hot dogs are high in 
saturated fat, calories, 
preservatives and loaded 

6 ways to eat healthier 
this summer

with sodium," says Saba 
Sassouni, RD, a New York 
City-based dietitian. "If 
you desire a savory meal, 
go for the chicken or 
turkey gyro or chicken 
kebab options." Chicken 
on a stick is also a health-
ier option. To satisfy a 
sweet tooth, ditch fried, 
sugar-topped funnel cakes 
and snack on kettle corn 
samples, instead, Sassouni 
says.

4. Go easy on the 
toppings.

Ending the day with a 
dish of ice cream can put 
your daily calorie intake 
over the top, especially if 
you choose a variety with 
added mix-ins. Instead of 
a giant sundae with lots 
of toppings, "Get a cone, 
the lowest-calorie option," 
suggests Quebbemann. 
"Moderation is key."

5. Mind your chips 
and dip.

It's easy to lose track of 
how many chips you've 
eaten, and the fat and 
calories add up quickly – 
especially when you dunk 
them into creamy dip, says 
Michelle Dudash, RDN, 
author of "Clean Eating for 
Busy Families."

"An ounce of potato 
chips contains 150 calories, 
and it's easy to mindlessly 
eat two to three times this 
amount." For a health-
ier option, chow down 
on sliced veggies with 
hummus or a yogurt-based 
dip, instead.

6. Keep summer salads 
light.

Salads can be a great, 
low-calorie food choice – 
or a major calorie bomb. 
To keep things light, 
top summer salads with 
low-fat dressing, or make 
your own and substitute 
Greek yogurt for mayo, 
Quebbemann suggests.

MONDAY, JUNE 21
▢ Woolwich Gardeners Virtual Speaker Cathy 
Nesbitt "Simplicity of Sprouts" (Propagat-
ing Health and Wellness). Join us at 7 p.m. A 
Zoom link will be sent to members. Contact us at 
woolwichgardeners@gmail.com or call Mary Austin 
(Membership) at 519-669-2617.

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich 
Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the antic-
ipated unprecedented needs that many 
Woolwich residents will experience due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  However, the WRSF will 
continue to address ongoing needs experi-
enced by Woolwich residents long after the 
pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide for 
the individual.

While eligibility practices and an applica-
tion process are in place, it should be noted 
that in unique, complex, crisis and acute 
circumstances funds may be provided at the 
discretion of the Fund Review Committee, 
assuming the core criteria of the fund are met.

“What a great example of the barn-raising 
spirit that has always existed in Woolwich,” 
said Mayor Shantz about the Fund during her 
video announcement on what would have 
been the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival day. 

Additional information:
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of 

             Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.   Woolwich Community Services
3.   Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, 

Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND:

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.
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ACROSS
1. Burning
5. Slick
10. Nearby
15. Litigant
16. Coolness
17. Cast a ballot
18. Driving hazard
20. Sharp splitting rock
21. Known for his 

oversized ears
22. Evidence
24. Have title to
25. Sheet used in a 

letterpress
27. Scent
29. Listening devices
31. "The Catcher in the ___"
32. Frequently, in verse
35. Liszt's "La 

Campanella," e.g.
37. French for Waltz
39. Stepped
41. FM's older, less 

polished brother
42. Purple flowers

44. C8H16O2
45. Cera albas
47. Food container
48. Abnormal exit of 

tissue or an organ
49. Founded in October 

1919 under the 
League of Nations

51. Smile for the ____
52. Deli machine
53. Nuclear energy source
55. Arias, usually
56. Bring (out)
57. Gray, in a way
58. Explanations

DOWN
1. Blockhead
2. Mouthful
3. Bad look
4. Nabisco cookies
5. Order to attack, with "on"
6. Support
7. Again
8. "From the Earth to 

the Moon" writer

9. Our normal time
11. Egg cell
12. Reciprocating, rotary 

screw, centrifugal, e.g.
13. Cornered
14. Sierra ___
19. Hefty volume
21. Learning disorder
23. Greek cheese
25. Start of a refrain
26. Not just one
28. Wood
30. Frank acknowledgment
33. Fingerboard ridge
34. Study of how chemicals 

effect living organisms
36. Balanced
38. Commemorative 

marker
40. Explosives
43. Egyptian fertility 

goddess
46. Time span
48. This man is 

Skeletor's nemesis
50. Widespread
54. Religious scroll

ↆ X - W O R D
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Strawberry Pop Tarts
▢ 1⁄2 cup sour cream, 
chilled

▢ 1 large egg

▢ 2 1⁄2 cups (12 1⁄2 
ounces) all-purpose 
flour, plus extra for 
counter

▢ 1 tablespoon 
sugar

▢ 1 teaspoon salt

▢ 12 tablespoons 
unsalted butter, cut 
into 1⁄2-inch pieces 
and chilled

▢ 3⁄4 cup strawberry 
jam

▢ 1 tablespoon corn-
starch

▢ 1 tablespoon cold 
water

1. In a small bowl, whisk 
together sour cream and 
egg. Set aside. In a food 
processor, combine flour, 
sugar and salt. Process 
for 3 seconds. Sprinkle 
chilled butter over the 
flour mixture. Pulse until 
only pea-size pieces 
of butter remain, about 
10 1-second pulses.

2. Add sour cream 
mixture. Pulse until just 
combined, about 10 
1-second pulses. Process 
until the dough forms a 
ball, 10 to 15 seconds.

3. Sprinkle the counter 
lightly with extra flour. 
Transfer the dough to the 
floured counter and press 
together into ball. Use a 
bench scraper to divide 
the dough in half. Form 
each piece of dough into 
a 3-by-5-inch rectangle. 
Wrap each rectangle 
tightly in plastic wrap. 
Place in the refrigerator 
and chill for 1 hour.

4. While dough chills, 
make the filling. In a small 
microwave-safe bowl, 
whisk together jam, 
cornstarch and water. 
Heat in the microwave 
until the mixture begins 
to form small bubbles, 
about 2 minutes. Remove 
the bowl from the 

microwave (bowl will be 
hot). Whisk the mixture 
until well combined. 
Set aside to cool.

5. Assemble the pop 
tarts: Remove the chilled 
dough from the refrig-
erator and let them sit 
on the counter to soften 
slightly before rolling, 
about 10 minutes. Line 
a rimmed baking sheet 
with parchment paper.

6. Sprinkle the counter 
lightly with extra flour. 
Use a rolling pin to roll 
1 piece of dough into a 
12.5-by-9.5-inch rectan-
gle on the floured counter.

7. Use a bench scraper 
to cut off the edges of 
the dough to form a tidy 
12-by-9-inch rectangle. 
Use a bench scraper 
to cut the dough into 8 
3-by-4.5-inch rectangles. 
Place the rectangles onto 
a parchment-lined baking 
sheet. (These will be 
the bottoms of your pop 
tarts.) Place the baking 
sheet in the refrigerator 
to chill while the rolling 
second piece of dough.

8. Repeat rolling and 
cutting with the second 
piece of dough. Use a 
fork to poke 2 rows of 
holes in each rectangle. 
(These will be the tops 

of your pop tarts.)

9. Remove the baking 
sheet with the bottoms 
from the refrigerator. 
Use a measuring spoon 
to place 1 level table-
spoon of the cooled jam 
mixture in the center of 
each bottom rectangle 
on the baking sheet. 
Dip your finger in water 
and lightly moisten the 
edges of each rectangle.

10. Place 1 top rectan-
gle onto each bottom 
rectangle, making sure all 
edges are lined up. Firmly 
press the top and bottom 
edges of the rectangles 
together to seal. Use a 
fork to press sealed edges 
together to crimp dough. 
Place the baking sheet 
with the shaped pop 
tarts in the refrigerator 
and chill for 15 minutes. 
Meanwhile, adjust the 
oven rack to the middle 
position and heat the 
oven to 350 degrees.

11. Place the baking sheet 
in the oven and bake until 
the pop tart edges are 
just beginning to brown, 
20 to 24 minutes. Trans-
fer the baking sheet to 
a cooling rack and let 
the pop tarts cool on 
the baking sheet for at 
least 30 minutes. Serve.

Make your own version of these 
store-bought breakfast treats

Did you know the 
classic brand of these 

frosted hand pies– Pop 
Tarts – are more than 50 
years old? The original 
Pop Tarts' claim to fame 
was that they contained 
fruit filling but did not 

have to be refrigerated. 
When they first hit super-
market shelves, there 

were no frosted varieties. 
It took a few years for 
the company to develop 
a frosting that could 
withstand the heat of the 
toaster. If you want frosted 
treats at home, you can 
make you own icing.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

To make icing:

1. In a small bowl, whisk 
1 1⁄4 cups confectioners' 
sugar, 2 tablespoons 
milk and 1 table-

spoon softened cream 
cheese until smooth.

2. Spread 1 teaspoon of 

icing onto each cooled 
pop tart. You can also 
add sprinkles for fun!

⚠  Pop tarts can be stored at room temperature in airtight container for up to two days.
⚠  Unfrosted pop tarts can be reheated in a toaster on the lowest setting for 1 to 2 minutes.
⚠  Frosted pop tarts can be reheated in a toaster oven on the lowest setting for 1 to 2 minutes. Do not 

reheat frosted pop tarts in an upright toaster, as frosting may melt.

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.

Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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searching how to create 
her own cranes. She 
clicked on a video by 
Green Renaissance, which 
shared the following tradi-
tional Kyoto poem:
   ‘When you have a sad 
memory, it’s a scar that 
remains in your heart. 
And it’s the same like 
paper, once you create it, 
it remains it never goes 
away. But you can use 
that line to make another 
shape. So, in a way, it’s 

necessary to have that 
line. Paper is a metaphor 
for life, you only have one 
piece of paper, you only 
have one life so you can 
make use of what lines 
and points there are, if 
you can create something 
out of what you have, we 
all have infinite poten-
tial.’ 

“That kind of just 
sparked this idea that 
one of us wants to make 
paper cranes, and let’s 
have it be a symbol of 

hope and peace and kind 
of a pandemic project 
because we’re still living 
in this pandemic, and 
are locked down. And 
the whole world making 
these colorful cranes is 
like a symbol of  hope and 
peace and, and it’s some-
thing to look forward to 
inside,” said Shouldice. 

To help add to the 
string of paper cranes, 
contact Shouldice via 
email at jennifer.should-
ice@gmail.com.  

CRANES: Emphasizing a symbol of peace and hope
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We invite you to experience the 
Hear Right Canada difference!

the early ’90s, and then 
Yugoslavia, Poland, Berlin 
in the later ’90s,  so that 
didn't take too much 
research. It was just stuff 
that was already there in 
my memory.

“Funnily enough, what 
really took research was 
making sure that every-
body communicated in 
ways that were believable, 
because communications 
technology has evolved 
so much in the last 25-30 
years, that I had to be 
really careful: people 
weren't doing things like 
they do know. And I went 
back and found out that, 
say, in 1992, most students 
didn't have email; in 1993, 
a few students had email; 
by 1994, every student had 
email. I had to be really 

careful about that, and 
also cell phones that they 
had in the mid-90s, when 
the first people started 
using cell phones, at least 
in England where I was 
living, they were called 
portable telephones.”

Beyond being in Europe 
for the time in question, 
Henighan shares some 
traits with the first-person 
narrator of his new novel, 
but there are plenty of 
differences, he points out.

“The first-person narra-
tor is actually somebody 
whose background is quite 
different from mine. He 
has an Irish last name 
the same way I do, but is 
somebody whose family 
has lived in Montreal for 
six generations, whereas 
I was actually born in 
Europe and came here as a 

young kid. So, my back-
ground is a bit different,” 
he said. 

“It's a book about a 
generation now getting 
on, now getting a bit long 
in the tooth, which was 
brought up in the Cold 
War to the reality that the 
world was divided and 
there were two worlds, and 
then how they adjusted 
or didn't adjust when the 
wall came down.”

In writing the novel, 
Henighan had plenty of 
material to draw on, with 
the first draft weighing in 
at some 850 pages before 
he began whittling it down 
to the finished length of 
about half that count. 
The book is available for 
purchase from The Book-
shelf in Guelph, online at  
www.bookshelf.ca.

NOVEL: In the aftermath of the fall of the Berlin Wall

areas that youth may not 
have been able to partici-
pate in the program before 
in a typical year.  

Broadway Bootcamp is 

BOOTCAMP: Providing inspiration for young performers
broken down into different 
classes, including singing, 
dancing, improv, mono-
logues and a ‘Q&A’ with the 
three guests. 

For Connolly, one 

memory of a previous 
session sticks out to him 
speaking as a testament 
to why the Q&A session is 
such a significant aspect of 
the curriculum. 

“The star of Jagged Little 
Pill (the Alanis Morrissette 
Broadway production) 
Lauren Patten, she had a 
cat in the frame when she 
was doing the ‘Q&A’ and 
this young person that 
lives up in the Barrie-Mid-
land area on a farm asked 
what the cat’s name was. 
Lauren [told her the name 
and] said, do you have any 
pets? And the girl took 
the laptop through the 
house down the stairs, 
and showed her a field of 
cows and Lauren was like, 
‘I love cows.’ And the girl 
was, like, ‘you do?’ So you 
know there’s no value on 
that, you know, there’s no 
dollar value on something 
like that girl’s right to keep 
dreams. That made her 
feel like she belongs to a 
bigger community.”

More information about 
the bootcamp sessions can 
be found online at www.
draytonentertainment.
com. The next session may 
be something of hybrid as 
the province eases into a 
reopening schedule.
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