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WOOLWICH RESIDENTS 
ARE LOOKING AT a 1.5 
per cent increase in the 
township portion of their 
property taxes as council 
begins deliberating the 
2021 budget. That would 
translate into another 
$13.61 this year, based on 
an average home assessed 
at $409,400.

Under the current draft, 
the township is not looking 
to apply increases to its 
special levies for infra-
structure and greening 
initiatives, said director of 
finance Richard Petherick 
during a special budget 
session January 5.

In total, Woolwich 
is looking at operating 
expenses of $19,083,201, 
up 1.7 per cent from 
$18,766,391 in the 2020 
budget. The township is 
also expecting assessment 
growth – increased tax base 
due to new construction – 
to add the equivalent of a 
2.6 per cent tax hike.

Along with additional 
expenses and reduced 
revenues, particularly 
in recreation, due to the 
pandemic, the township 
is facing some “signif-
icant pressures” in the 

2020
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tax hike as budget 
talks get underway

2021 budget, said Peth-
erick. Among them are 
another reduction in 
provincial transfers under 
the Ontario Municipal 
Partnership Fund (OMPF), 
with the township receiv-
ing $67,800 less than it 
did last year, $384,400 
instead of $452,200. That 
allocation has been falling 
by 15 per cent annually 
since 2017, a 48 per cent 
decrease – $352,000 – in 
the past four years.

The township also 
expects to receive $75,000 
less in dividends from its 
ownership stake in Water-
loo North Hydro. 

Given the large deficits 
now being borne by the 
federal and provincial 
budgets, the township 
should also expect to see 
less money from those 
sources, and to perhaps 
brace itself for eventual 
downloading of costs, 
suggested Coun. Murray 
Martin.

“We have to build our 
budget without anticipat-
ing any monies from the 
[upper] levels of govern-
ment, because I’ve been 
here for a number of years, 
and every year we’re getting 
less and less,” he said.

“We can’t build a budget 

JANUARY

 Region looks at 
photo radar 

Easing up on the gas 
pedal might be a good New 
Year’s resolution 
for 2020, as the 
region contem-
plates bringing 
back photo 
radar.

Automated 
speed enforce-
ment (ASE) in 
school and commu-
nity safety zones, regional 
staff are currently drafting 

a report for councillors to 
consider early this year.

 Downloading adds 
new cost to town-
ship fire budget

Regional down-
loading is 

expected to add 
$100,000 a year 
to the cost of 
operating the 
Woolwich Fire 

Department to 
help cover the 

cost of a new radio 
system.

Township council meet-

ing Jan. 9 added $55,000 
to the department’s 2020 
budget, expected to pass 
$1.9 million. The new 
digital radio system is to 
be online by summer, the 
budget figure covering a 
cost of about $1,000 per 
year per radio through the 
end of 2020.

 Chicken barn 
destroyed by fire 

Fire completely levelled 
a two-storey chicken 
barn on the Third Line of 
Mapleton Township Janu-
ary 9. Damage was pegged 

at $250,000.

 Record rainfall 
in the region 

Unusual winter weather 
walloped local areas as 
well as Waterloo Region, 
with record levels of rain-
fall across the Grand River 
watershed. Portions of the 
watershed saw upwards of 
100 mm of rain. 

 Woolwich looks to 
add green projects

Planting trees remains 
Woolwich’s priority in roll-

Recapping the stories, coronavirus and otherwise, of an unprecedented year
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Notice of New Procedural By-Law
The Region of Waterloo is proposing to pass a new Procedural By-law 
to replace Procedural By-law 00-031, as amended. The new by-law will 
include amendments reflecting changes to Committee and Council 
meeting practices that were approved as pilot projects, removing outdated 
technologies and procedures, and incorporating more plain language.

The by-law will be considered at the Council meeting on February 17, 2021 
at 7:00 p.m. to be held electronically at 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener.

A copy of the proposed by-law will be available from the Regional 
Clerk’s Office after January 12, 2021. For further information, contact 
RegionalClerk@regionofwaterloo.ca or 519-575-4400.

If you wish to speak at the Council meeting, please register through the 
delegation registration form online by Monday, February 15, 2021 at 
4:30 p.m.: https://forms.regionofwaterloo.ca/Council-and-Administrative-
Services/Delegation- Registration 
 
Dated this 5th day of January, 2021. 

Kris Fletcher 
Director, Council and Administrative Services/Regional Clerk  
150 Frederick Street, 2nd Floor, Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4J3  
regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca
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COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Office 
The Township office is closed to walk-in public traffic as we are in a 28-day province-wide shutdown 
until at least January 25th, 2021 - unless public access is required to deliver critical services.  Please 
use online or phone where possible. There is a drop box located at the side of our building along Maple 
Street, which offers a contactless option for dropping off payments, building permits or documents. 

Essential services, such as, but not limited to, winter control/snow clearance, watermains, municipal enforcement 
services, building inspections, cemetery services and planning approvals will continue.  We will be accepting 
water samples for drop off weekly on Tuesdays, please call the phone number posted on the front door and a staff 
member will assist you.

For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. For health 
information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

To view current media releases or to stay informed the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: 

www.Woolwich.ca/COVID19 

Council Meetings – Remote
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation programs and facilities
The Township of Woolwich recreation facilities are closed and all rentals and programs within these facilities are 
cancelled pending continued monitoring of provincial regulations. Please read below for information for updates:

•  WMC Memberships - Current memberships will once again be extended for the length of the closure. 

• New registration and rental bookings - Registration for winter programs and requests for new bookings have 
been put on hold until further notice.  

Residents are encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying our many parks and trails or visiting our 

website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, virtual fitness and other activities to keep you engaged this winter.

Local Business Resources  
Ontario entered a Provincewide Shutdown on December 26th at 12:01am. This shutdown will last 28 days for 
southern Ontario. You can find more detailed information about how this shutdown impacts businesses online or 
by calling the Stop the Spread Line at 1-888-444-3659.

The Provincial Government is launching a new grant program to support small businesses, called the Ontario 
Small Business Support Grant. Through this grant, small businesses that are required to close or restrict services 
under the Provincewide Shutdown will be able to apply for this one-time grant of $10,000 - $20,000. More details 

about the grant will be announced this month.

Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business!  For business support call 

519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. Children under five and 
people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be kind to those unable to wear a face 

covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
We, as a community need to be vigilant to stop the spread of COVID-19; it is now more important than ever to:

• Only go out for essential purposes
• Limit social interactions to only your household
• Wash your hands often
• Wear a face covering
• Get tested if you have symptoms

Learn about the time-limited restrictions and public health and workplace safety measures during the 
provincewide shutdown by visiting: www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-provincewide-shutdown 

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

THE NUMBER OF COVID-
19 CASES over the next 
week or so will indicate 
whether or not Waterloo 
Region residents followed 
public health regulations 
over the holidays.

With a two-week incuba-
tion period, the numbers 
lag the potential exposure 
periods. Fatalities are also 
a lagging indicator. 

Regional officials did 
receive calls and complaints 
about social gatherings over 
the Christmas break, but 
how much of that will trans-
late into new cases remains 
to be seen. 

In the last briefing of 
2020, the region noted 
numbers were already high 
in the days between Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day.

“Overall, rates in Water-
loo Region remain high 
but stable. There was some 
lower testing volume over 
Christmas so it is too early 
to say what the most recent 
numbers could be signal-
ing,” said medical officer 
of health Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang 
December 27.   

At midweek, there 
were 715 active cases in 

 Public health officials waiting for post-
Christmas spike in COVID-19 cases

the region, bringing the 
cumulative total to 6,480. 
Public health officials 
are currently monitoring 
outbreaks at 34 locations, 
including 19 long-term care 
and retirement homes. 
That list includes Barn-
swallow Place in Elmira, 
where four staff were diag-
nosed with the virus, and 
the Village of Winston Park 
Retirment Home, where 
25 residents and 26 staff 
members tested positive, 
with five deaths reported. 
There have now been 169 
fatalities in the region 
related to the pandemic.

While the region 
remains in lockdown until 
at least January 23, Wang 
stresses that “we cannot 
rely on those measures 
alone.”    

“We also each have a role 
to play by staying home, 
avoiding social gatherings 
and by limiting the number 
of trips we make outside 
our homes. We are protect-
ing family, friends, neigh-
bors and helping Waterloo 
Region as a whole. If we do 
not give this virus the abil-
ity to spread easily from 
one person to another, 
we will start to slow the 
spread of COVID-19 in our 

community. We can do 
this we can slow the spread 
of COVID-19 in Waterloo 
Region, and emerge from 
the province wide shut 
down in a better place.” 

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, there were 434 
active cases at midweek. 
That catchment area’s 
cumulative total was 2,883, 
of which 2,400 (83.2 per 
cent) have been resolved. 
There have been a total 
of 49 fatalities since the 
pandemic began.

The province is still 
dealing with a spike as 
the total number jumped 
to 197,360, an increase of 
more than 3,100 in previ-
ous 48 hours. 

There have been 4,730 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a fall-
ing mortality rate of 2.4 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
166,790 cases (84.5 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada 
show 78,849 active cases, 
which brings the total to 
618,646 confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 nationwide 
since the pandemic began, 
with 16,233 related deaths, 
a mortality rate of 2.6 per 
cent.
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three The region is rolling out “coming soon” signs in 
eight locations in advance of inflicting photo 
radar on residents later this year in order to 
begin issuing tickets. In the first stage, all 
of the locations are school zones, including 
Katherine Street in Winterbourne (Foundation 
Christian School), Lobsinger Line in St. Clem-
ents (St. Clement school) and Bridge Street 
in New Dundee (New Dundee PS).

After years of legal wrangling and clean-up 
concerns, Waterloo Region recently struck 
a deal to purchase the former Breslau Hotel 
property on Woolwich Street. While the deal 
has yet to close, regional council endorsed 
a move last month that will see the 22-acre 
property purchased for $1.75 million.
From the Jan. 8, 2005 edition of The Observer

Photo radar on the way From the archives
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Damon MacLean
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SIX ELDERS FROM 
TRINITY BIBLE Chapel 
east of Heidelberg were 
charged last week for 
failing to comply with 
rules set under the prov-
ince-wide lockdown.

A day after the lockdown 
went into effect on Decem-
ber 26, Waterloo Regional 
Police visited the church 
at 1373 Lobsinger Line and 
observed breaches of the 
province-wide shutdown 

Church elders charged for breaching provincial lockdown
restrictions, which limit 
congregations to 10 people 
indoors and 10 people 
outdoors. On December 
30, police charged six 
members of the church.

The charged members 
were issued summons 
under the Reopening 
Ontario Act.

The church elders 
decried the police action, 
saying they “are not crimi-
nals” in a release posted on 
the organization’s website 
on December 31.

“We are peaceful family 

men seeking to pastorally 
care for our families and 
our church in sincere 
obedience to God. We are 
not criminals,” they said in 
the release.

In its posting, the 
church notes it has not 
had an cases of COVID-19, 
stressing that it had made 
its intentions clear not to 
abide by another lock-
down.

This is not the first such 
issue involving churches 
and adherence to provin-
cial regulations related 

down. Trinity Bible Chapel 
is among the signatories, 
as are the likes of Milver-

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff 

THOSE RECEIVING THE 
COVID-19 VACCINE in 
Waterloo Region measure 
in the hundreds, but the 
health officials are looking 
to ramp up the process.

Following the approval 
of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine in Canada, the 
Waterloo Region Vaccine 
Distribution Task Force 
has been moving quickly 
to ensure safe admin-
istration of supply and 
delivery to those who 
need it most, says the 
group’s chair, Waterloo 
Regional Police Chief 
Shirley Hilton.

“The Vaccine Distribu-
tion Task Force continues 
to meet regularly and 
takes its lead from the 
provincial task force. To 
date, we’ve held three 
clinics and have admin-
istered approximately 
230 vaccines. Schedul-
ing dates and times of 
the clinics in Waterloo 
Region were decided on 
following directions from 
the Ministry of Health 
while ensuring stability of 

Pace of vaccination to pick up after slow 
rollout in region, province

health care resources for 
residents over the holi-
days,” she said, noting the 
goal is to use all available 
supplies.

“This week, the clinics 
are expected to vaccinate 
300 to 400 people per 
day. We have now been 
informed by the ministry 
that sites should continue 
holding clinics using their 
full number of received 
doses rather than holding 
back the second dose, 
while also planning to 
ensure adequate inven-
tory of second doses at the 
21-day mark.” 

To date, some 2,800 
people have been vacci-
nated. 

“We anticipate another 
vaccine shipment next 
week and will continue to 
prioritize long-term care 
staff and high-risk retire-
ment home staff, in addi-
tion to essential caregivers 
from both settings. Where 
there are clinics, spots 
that cannot be filled or 
unused spots... doses will 
be allocated to high-risk 
hospital staff,” said Hilton.

“I’m immensely proud 
of all those who have been 

working in the clinics, 
as well as those working 
behind the scenes who 
were able to mobilize so 
quickly with the early 
arrival of the vaccine to 
ensure we were able to run 
clinics prior to Christmas. 
A tremendous amount 
of work has been done 
and will continue to be 
done as we move forward 
with scheduling of more 
clinics,” she added, noting 
Grand River Hospital 
is one of 17 locations in 
Ontario to administer the 
shots.  

The local task force 
takes direction from its 
provincial counterpart, 
which recently released 
an ethical framework to 
continue priority vacci-
nations and distribution 
throughout Ontario. There 
are six principles of this 
new framework: minimize 
harms and maximize 
benefits, equity, fairness, 
transparency, legitimacy 
and public trust.  

“The COVID-19 Vaccine 
Distribution Task Force 
developed this framework 
to ensure that its feedback 
and recommendations 

are consistently guided by 
fundamentally important 
ethical values like equity, 
fairness and transpar-
ency,” said Dr. Maxwell 
Smith, a bioethicist and 
assistant professor at 
Western University of the 
announcement. “We are 
continuing to ensure that 
diverse perspectives are 
captured in our feedback 
and recommendations 
so that all Ontarians 
who want to get vacci-
nated against this deadly 
virus are accounted for. 
Vaccines are the most 
effective way to prevent 
infectious diseases and are 
our best defense to help us 
get back to normal lives.” 

Supplies of the vaccine 
in Ontario currently 
outstrip the number of 
vaccinations being carried 
out, with the COVID-19 
Canada Open Data Work-
ing Group estimating the 
province has administered 
about 25 per cent of the 
available doses. 

The Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph Public Health 
was able to launch its first 
vaccination clinic this 

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

THE AVERAGE WELLES-
LEY HOMEOWNER WILL 
pay an additional $21 
this year on the township 
portion of their property 
taxes under the 2021 
budget approved this week 
by council.

The budget calls for 
a 2.25 per cent tax hike 
and a 0.5 per cent special 
greening levy, which 
should bring in an addi-
tional $27,000 for green 
projects. That will see the 
township portion of the 
tax bill rise to about $1,113, 
based on an assessed value 
of $398,143

Overall, the township 
budget calls for total 
operating expenditures 
of $8,285,270, as well 
as $3,415,637 in capital 
spending. The latter 
includes just over $1 
million for road works, 
$300,000 for bridges and 
culverts, and $105,000 for 
sidewalks.

The tax increase will see 
$5,322,838 raised through 

Wellesley tax bills to rise 
2.75%, adding about
$21 to township portion

the levy, up 5.3 per cent 
from the $5,054,598 in 
last year’s budget. That 
revenue stream will be 
augmented by fairly solid 
assessment growth fore-
cast to reach 3.06 per cent, 
bringing in an additional 
$154,671.

Of the $8.6 million in 
operating expenses, public 
works accounts for the 
largest single share at 
$3.2 million, followed by 
recreation ($1.71 million), 
administration ($1.66 
million) and fire ($1.27 
million).

The township expects 
to see a slight rise in the 
grants it receives from 
the province under the 
Ontario Municipal Part-
nership Fund, to $808,200 
from the $772,300 it 
received last year. Other 
funds received under the 
Safe Restart Fund will 
be used to help cover the 
costs of dealing with the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
and can be applied to 
shortfalls such as the 
$182,000 in lost recreation 
revenue expected in 2021.

to the pandemic. Pastor 
Henry Hildebrant from 
Aylmer, Ontario’s Church 
of God, for instance, was 
also fined for holding 
church services and 
attending a no-more-lock-
down protest organized by 
Kingston-Frontenac MPP 
Randy Hillier.  

There is also a website 
under the name Reopen 
Ontario Churches where 
some 445 church groups 
have petitioned Premier 
Doug Ford to exempt 
churches from the lock-

→VACCINE 7

ton Christian Fellowship 
and Kitchener-Waterloo 
Christian Fellowship.

Six members of Trinity Bible Chapel on Lobsinger Line were 
charged for violating lockdown rules. Damon MacLean
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CAFÉ HOURS: Wed.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30
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pre-order
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Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
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New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

Elmira Insurance
Brokers Limited

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484
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elmirains@bellnet.ca

ing out a 0.5 per cent green-
ing levy on property taxes 
again this year. How much 
more the township will do 
to reach its goal of reducing 
carbon output by 20 per 
cent in the next decade 
remains up in the air.

Councillors meeting 
Jan. 14 seemed divided on 
efficacy of the likes of solar 
panels and switching over 
to electric vehicles.

 Woolwich approves 
three-storey apart-
ment building

Necessity may be the 
mother of invention, but 
it’s also a prime reason 
Woolwich councillors 
Jan. 21 approved 
a three-storey, 
18-unit condo-
minium develop-
ment on the site of 
the former Elmira 
pool building on 
Ernst Street. Citing 
the need for alternative 
housing, particularly for 
seniors looking to remain 
in Elmira while downsiz-
ing from their single-fam-
ily homes, councillors 
backed a proposal by the 
current owners to rezone 
the property.

 Catholic teachers 
join public board 
on the picket lines

Local Catholic elemen-
tary and high school 
teachers hit the picket 
lines Jan. 21, march-
ing up and down 
Arthur Street in 
Elmira as part 
of a one-day, 
province-wide 
strike.

It’s not an 
uncommon sight 
in town, with two 
previous teacher walkouts 
taking place in December.

 Woolwich tax 
hike to 3.9%

Woolwich taxpayers are 
looking at a 3.9 per cent 
tax hike as councillors 
made a few tweaks to the 
budget, dropping it from 
a planned five per cent 
increase.

The new figure includes 
1.5 per cent for a special 

infrastructure fund, 0.5 
per cent for greening 
and 0.38 per cent for 
climate-action projects, 
leaving about a 1.6 per cent 
hike in the general levy. In 
total, the hikes would add 
$34.16 to the tax bill of an 
average home valued at 
$394,000.

 Old steel bridge 
on Middlebrook 
Pl. slated for 
removal

An historic steel 
bridge spanning 
the Grand River on 
Middlebrook Place will 
be removed, Woolwich 

council deeming 
that the most 

cost-effec-
tive way to 
deal with 
the dete-
riorating 
structure.

Built in 
the 1930s near 

the border with 
Centre Wellington Town-
ship, the bridge has been 
closed since 2012. 

 Region hikes 
taxes 3.84% 

Township residents are 
on the hook for the bulk of 
a regional budget that will 
again outstrip inflation 
this year.

The Region of Waterloo 
passed a budget that hikes 
taxes by 3.84 per cent, 
adding $78 per year to the 

average household’s 
bills, based on 

an assessment 
of $394,000. 
This year’s 
tax increase 
includes 2.46 

per cent for 
regional services 

and 1.38 for police.

FEBRUARY

 Strike action to close 
Catholic schools 

Catholic schools in the 
region were shuttered 
again Feb. 4 as the Ontario 
English Catholic Teach-
ers’ Association (OECTA) 
called for a one-day strike. 
Meanwhile, the province 
and Elementary Teachers’ 
Federation of Ontario 

(ETFO) this week resumed 
talks that had broken off. 

 Para hockey rivals 
Canada and the U.S. 
face off in Elmira 

Canada’s National Para 
Hockey Team, holding a 
training camp in Elmira, 
played a pair of exhibition 

games against 
their U.S. 

rivals Feb. 
13 and 15 
at the 
WMC. 
After 
post-

ing a 
2-2 tie in 

the opening 
exhibition match Feb. 
13, the stage was set for a 
deciding game two days 
later in which the U.S. team 
emerged with a 2-0 victory.

 Sugar Kings win 
three games, 
clinch first place

In need of just one 
more win to clinch first 
place in the Midwestern 
Conference of the GOJHL, 
the Elmira Sugar Kings 
claimed all three games. 

 Jacks defeat 
Firebirds in six

The Wellesley Apple-
jacks advanced to the 
second round of the 
Provincial Junior Hockey 
League playoffs by defeat-
ing the New Hamburg 
Firebirds in six games 
on Feb. 21. With that, the 
Jacks advanced to face the 
Ayr Centennials.

 Retirement home 
appeals loss of its 
license to operate

A St. Jacobs retirement 
home remained open 
pending an appeal of a 
regulatory body’s deci-
sion to revoke its 
license. Village 
Manor has a 
hearing May 
12 to appeal 
the closure 
order by the 
Retirement 
Homes Regu-
latory Author-
ity, which last month 
issued the latest in a line 
of inspection reports 

detailing 
non-com-
pliance.

 First 
tap 
makes 
season 
official

The weather had been 
too variable for the sap to 
be running in earnest, but 
the maple syrup season 
got its official start in 
this area Feb. 28 with a 
tree-tapping ceremony.

MARCH 

 No cases here, 
but health offi-
cials prep for 
coronavirus

Waterloo Region hasn’t 
seen any cases of the coro-
navirus (COVID-19), but 
officials are nonetheless 
preparing for the potential 
of an outbreak.

“At this point, we haven’t 
had any cases of COVID-19 
locally. But we are prepar-
ing for that to happen 
given the widespread of the 
infection and how easily 
transmitted it is,” said 
Kristy Wright, manager of 
infectious disease for the 
Region of Waterloo Public 
Health and Emergency 
Services team.

 Kings advance after 
sweeping Brantford 
in four straight

The Elmira Sugar Kings 
advanced to the second 
round of the GOJHL 
playoffs, having swept the 
Brantford Bandits in four 
games. 

A 6-1 win in Brantford 
sealed the deal. The first-
place Kings opened the 
Midwestern Conference 
series Feb. 26, posting a 7-0 

victory on home ice. A 
4-3 overtime win on 

the road Saturday 
was followed by 
an 8-3 score back 
at the WMC on 
Sunday, setting 

up the clinching 
game Mar. 2.

 Waterloo Region 
sees its first case 
of coronavirus

Waterloo Region has 

its first case of the 
coronavirus, offi-
cials announced 
Mar. 5, with public 
health officials 

downplaying any 
risk to the public.

“The case does not 
represent an increased 
risk to residents in Water-
loo Region,” said Dr. Hsiu-

Li Wang, acting medical 
officer of health, at a hast-
ily called news conference.

A woman in her 50s 
who had recently returned 
home from a trip to Europe 
and tested positive for 
COVID-19 was the sole case.

 EDSS boys win 
CWOSSA hockey

The EDSS boys’ hockey 
team was heading back 
to the provincials, having 
emerged victorious at the 
regional level.

The Lancers 
took the Water-
loo County 
Secondary 
School Athlet-
ics Association 
(WCSSAA) title, 
and claimed top 
spot in the Central 
Waterloo Ontario Second-
ary School Association 
(CWOSSA) championships 
held Mar. 9-10 in Fergus.

 EMSF cancelled 
due to coronavirus

The Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival commit-
tee announced the event 
schedule for Apr. 4 would 
be cancelled due to the 
novel coronavirus. Despite 
the cancellation of 
the Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival 
this year, the 
organizing 
committee still 
hoped to raise 
funds for the 
charitable groups 
that benefit each year.

 Health Officials 
stress the need to 
stay informed

There were 10 
confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Waterloo 
Region, according to 
figures released Mar. 
18 by the Public Health 
department. Nine of the 

cases involved residents 
returned from travelling, 
the ninth, a man in his 
20s, believed to have 
acquired the virus through 
close contact.

 Municipalities 
declare state of 
emergency 

The spread of the 
coronavirus into the wider 
community prompted 
regional and municipal 
councils to jointly declare 
a state of emergency 
Mar. 25. The number of 
Waterloo Region residents 
afflicted with COVID-19 
– confirmed and presump-
tive – stood at 58 at that 
point, up from 15 the 
previous weekend.

Where initial cases 
involved those recently 
returned from travel-

ling, followed by 
those with close 

contact to those 
diagnosed with 
the virus, there 
are growing 
numbers of 

transmissions 
simply from 

the community in 
general.

 Woolwich approves 
waiving late fees 

Measures such as waiv-
ing late-payment charges 
adopted by Woolwich 
council may be just the 
first steps as the township 
deals with the fallout from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

In an online meeting 
Mar. 26, councillors agreed 

to a series of steps 
that recognize 

some resi-
dents may be 
experiencing 
financial 
hardships 

during the 
crisis. Along 

with layoffs, many 
people have seen their 
paycheques dry up as 
non-essential businesses 
have been shuttered in an 
effort to slow the spread of 
the novel coronavirus.

 First fatality linked 
to COVID-19

A 41-year-old man, John 
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Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com

Dr. Rebecca 
nnon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

: Hair Analysis: Hair Analysis:
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com
69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405

BUYING 
100 year old 

brick farmhouses 
for wrecking and
 brick salvage. 

BART LUMLEY 519-383-2024
at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

Schezwan style Beef or Chicken 
comes with Veggie fried Rice & Crisp Vegetable Spring rolls

Family of 4 — $48
Family of 2 — $36

Please call or email by 5:00pm the night before to pre-order

Ready to Heat Menu 

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.ca

—  Takeout for Jan. 14, 15, 16 — 

Tsai, died Mar. 31, 10 days 
after being admitted to St. 
Mary’s General Hospital in 
Kitchener. 

The number of cases 
in the region has grown 
steadily since four people 
tested positive Mar. 12, the 
first instances in Waterloo 
Region.

APRIL

 Woolwich launches 
support fund

Woolwich residents look-
ing to help their neighbours 
through the COVID-19 
crisis got a very local outlet. 
The Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) 
began taking donations 
that will end up aiding 
others in the township.

The initiative, centrally 
administered by Wool-
wich Community Services 
(WCS), was launched Apr. 4 
– what was supposed to be 
the big day for the Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival.

 Pair of Elmira 
players OHL-bound

Fifteen-year-old Elmira 
residents and Waterloo 
Wolves teammates Liam 
Eveleigh and Lucas Carson 
were both drafted to the 
OHL during the Ontario 
Priority earlier this month. 
Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the draft held 
Apr. 4 was unlike past 
years, hosted online at the 
Ontario Hockey League’s 
official website.

Left-handed defense-
man Liam Eveleigh was 
picked in the sixth round, 
103rd overall, by the 
Sarnia Sting. Winger Lucas 
Carson was drafted in the 
13th round, 252nd overall, 
by the Guelph Storm.

 Woolwich puts 150 
employees on 
unpaid leave

Rather than 
issue layoffs, 
Woolwich put 
some 150 part-
time and casual 
staff members 
on unpaid leave in 
response to the coro-
navirus-related shutdown 
of many frontline services.

The move protects the 
jobs of township employ-
ees such as lifeguards, 
facility attendants, 
concession workers and 
crossing guards. 

The township main-
tained its complement of 
full-time employees and 
the majority of permanent 
part-time staff members, 
with most working from 
home.
 Outbreak at EDCL 

strikes 21, part of 
379 cases in region

Fourteen cases of 
COVID-19 among staff 
and residents of an Elmira 
District Community 
Living (EDCL) facility 
were part of a total that 
reached 379 in Waterloo 
Region as of Apr. 15.

Public Health 
reported 
deaths related 
to the coro-
navirus stood 
at 15, with 
24 patients 
being hospital-
ized due to the 
virus, representing 
six per cent of cases.

 All Woolwich 
events on hold

Woolwich announced 
that all township-affili-
ated events and festivals, 
as well as all third-party 
events and festivals held 
on township property, 
were cancelled up to and 
including June 30. The 
township was evaluating 
options for Canada Day 
celebrations, including 
reasonable alternatives to 
large public gatherings.

 Crossroads 
Restaurant shutters

Something of an insti-
tution in Elmira, At The 
Crossroads Family Restau-
rant fell victim to the 

coronavirus crisis, 
closing its doors 

permanently.
Like many 

businesses, 
the opera-
tion went 

on hiatus 
following 

the sweeping 
lockdown ordered 

by the province. After 

weeks on hold, Anton 
Heimpel, who’d owned 
the place since 1996, made 
the decision to make the 
closure permanent. At The 
Crossroads dates back to 
1991 when it was opened 
by Don Brox, but the 
location has been home to 
restaurants dating back to 
the 1960s.

MAY

 Fire levels EDCL 
group home

A fire May 5 gutted an 
Elmira District Commu-
nity Living group home at 
First Street and Flamingo 
Drive in Elmira. All of the 
residents were evacuated, 
and there were no injuries 
reported.

The cause of the 
blaze, which is 

believed to have 
started in a 
shed, but was 
considered to 
have been acci-

dental. Damage 
was pegged at 

$750,000.

 Woolwich moves to 
offset budget losses

Coming up short on 
revenues and expecting 
even larger shortfalls, 
Woolwich moved to cut 
spending.

Recreation fees were 
already down $100,000, 
with that department’s  
expected revenues to be 
off by $400,000 by the end 
of June. Including other 
declines, revenues could 
be off by some $600,000 
by the halfway point of 
2020 due to the COVID-
19 lockdown, director of 
finance Richard Petherick 
told Woolwich councillors 
meeting May 5 via video 
conference.

To counter that, Peth-
erick proposed spending 
cuts and deferrals totalling 
$3.9 million, about a third 
of which was to be funded 
from this year’s tax levy.

 GRT plans more 
reductions

More reductions to 
public transit were 
announced, as Waterloo 
Region deals with the 

impact of COVID-19.
Grand River Transit 

eliminated fares on its 
buses, later in April reduc-
ing service levels to reflect 
both a lower ridership and 
the loss of revenues from 
its fare boxes.

The closure of schools 
and non-essential busi-
nesses, along with stay-
at-home directives, lead 
to large declines in the 
number of users.  Reve-
nues were down by $7 
million, a trend that was 
expected to continue as 
the waiving of fees contin-
ued until May 31.

 Unemployment 
levels increasing

Unemployment levels 
in the region shot up less 
dramatically in April than 
the national average, but 
were still about 50 per cent 
higher than at the start of 
the year, numbers from 
Statistics Canada showed.

The April unemploy-
ment rate was 7.8 per cent 
in the Kitchener-Wa-
terloo-Cambridge area, 
up from 5.4 per cent in 
January and six per cent 
in March. Nationally, the 
rate was 13 per cent, up 5.2 
percentage points over the 
previous month.

 Elmira Bowl closes 
its doors for good

Sold prior to the 
outbreak of the coronavi-
rus pandemic shutdown 
and its owners looking for 
new opportunities, a long-
standing business wound 
down.

The owners of Elmira 
Bowl, a fixture in the town 
since its opening in the 
1960s, announced they were 
closing the doors for good.

 Woolwich extends 
deferral of late fees 

Woolwich residents 
struggling to pay property 
taxes and water bills were 
to avoid penalties on late 
payments through June, as 
township council on May 
10 extended a program in 
place until the end of the 
month. The decision also 
waives non-sufficient fund 
(NSF) fees charged by the 
township through to the 

end of June, and suspends 
collection activities until 
Aug. 31.

 Community 
Care Concepts 
expands Meals on 
Wheels program

Typically associated 
with services for seniors, 
the Meals on Wheels 
program branched out to 
accommodate the larger 
number of people both 
stuck in their homes and 
experiencing financial 
difficulties in the midst of 
the COVID-19 crisis.

Even seniors who are 
usually able to get out 
for their own groceries 
were remaining at home, 
as they’re part of the age 
group most vulnerable to 
the virus. 

 ABC Festival 
committee pulls 
plug on event

Wellesley had apple 
butter and cheese on the 
menu this fall, but no 
celebration of the two, as 
the ABC Festival commit-
tee cancelled the 2020 
edition.

“The committee came 
to the difficult but unani-
mous decision of postpon-
ing the festival until Sept. 
25, 2021,” the organization 
said in a release May 14.

 Province cancels 
the rest of the 
school year 

Home since mid-March, 
students would not be 
returning to school in 
the spring. The province 
announced the cancellation 
of classes, emphasizing a 
voluntary online option.

The decision came May 
19 in an online briefing 
from Premier Doug Ford 
and Minister of Education 
Stephen Lecce, who cited 
safety concerns for cancel-
ling the 2019/2020 school 
year.

 Wellesley’s 
COVID-related 
losses top $81,000

Lost revenues and the 
waiving of fees in response 
to the COVID-19 crisis cost 
Wellesley Township more 
than $81,000, and the 

meter was still running.
The total was destined to 

climb, aided by council’s 
decision May 19 to extend 
waiving penalties for late 
payment of property taxes. 
The decision also waived 
non-sufficient fund (NSF) 
fees charged by the town-
ship through to the end 
of June and suspended 
collection activities until 
Aug. 31.

 More businesses 
can reopen as 
province eases 
restrictions

Some retail businesses 
with a street entrance 
were able to reopen in 
May, subject to guidelines 
to ensure the continued 
safety of customers. As of 
May 19, more businesses 
were able to start welcom-
ing in customers for a 
normal shopping experi-
ence as restrictions began 
to relax.

In order to comply 
with new provincial 
rules, stores also needed 
to change their work 
processes, ensuring a safe 
social distance between 
employees and an upgrade 
of sanitation practices to 
include a rigorous empha-
sis on cleanliness.

 Region coronavirus 
cases top 1,000, 
fatalities reach 112

The increase in testing 
and wider processing 
of results has contrib-
uted to a higher number 
of confirmed cases in 
Waterloo Region. As of 
May 20, there were 1,049 
confirmed cases, with 112 
associated fatalities.

JUNE

 GRCA recloses 
some of its parks

Large numbers of 
visitors, many of them 
not abiding by provin-
cial regulations aimed at 
slowing the spread of the 
coronavirus, prompted 
the GRCA to close some its 
recently reopened conser-
vation areas. Grand River 
Conservation Authority 
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parks at Belwood Lake, 
Elora Gorge, Guelph 
Lake and Rockwood were 
closed again.

 � Farmers’ markets 
open for business

Staples of the summer-
time experience, farmers’ 
markets were among 
the retail operations 
allowed to reopen 
under relaxed 
provincial 
rules. Operat-
ing under new 
safety guide-
lines, the St. 
Jacobs Farmers’ 
Market reopened 
Thursdays and Satur-
days, while the Elmira 
Farmers’  Market resumed 
June 13.

 � Theft of new traffic 
bollards  in Elmira

Perhaps not content 
with complaining to 
the township, someone 
decided removing them 
would be a quicker way to 
deal with the traffic-calm-
ing bollards on Oriole 
Parkway in Elmira. The 
recently installed traffic 
features greatly restricted 
lane width and parking 
space, which were the 
desired goal, director of 
infrastructure services 
Jared Puppe said at a 
council meeting June 16.

 � Province to provide 
$780K in support 
of local tourism

The COVID-19 crisis 
ravaged large swathes of 
the economy, perhaps 
none more fully than the 
tourism industry. That 
sector continued to strug-
gle even as restrictions 
were eased, and will likely 
be among the slowest to 
recover.

The province pledged 
up to $783,000 in support 
for tourism in Huron, 
Perth, Waterloo and 
Wellington counties on 
June 25.

 � Diane Martin 
retires

When Diane Martin 
started teaching at the 
Elmira Community 
Nursery School in 1984, 
she probably didn’t plan 
on being there more than 
35 years later, 
becoming a 
staple at the 
institution. 

At the 
end of June 
she said 
goodbye to 
the school 
she loves and 
officially entered 
retirement.

JULY
 � Fire destroys 

Wellesley barn
The day’s sweltering 

heat found firefighters 
from all three township 
fire stations battling a 
blaze that destroyed a 
barn north of Wellesley.

Passersby noticed the 
structure was on fire 

around noon on July 4, 
helping five cattle 

escape before 
the flames 
spread. By the 
time emer-
gency crews 
arrived at the 

Manser Road 
property, the barn 

was fully engulfed. No 
injuries were reported, but 
damage was estimated at 
$300,000.

 � Masks mandatory 
across the region

Face masks were made 
mandatory in most public 
indoor spaces in Waterloo 
Region as of July 13, as 
council unan-
imously 
approved 
new 
measures 
to slow 
the 
spread of 
the novel 
coronavirus.

Residents 
were required to wear 
a mask that covers the 
mouth, nose and chin 
when entering locations 
such as retail stores, coffee 
shops and theatres, as 
well as when using public 
transit.

 � Work on the 
new Hwy. 7 to 
resume in 2021

On hold for the past 
couple of years, work 
on the new Highway 7 
between Kitchener and 
Guelph was predicted to 
begin in 2021, according 
to an announcement from 
the province. Construc-
tion on the four-lane, 
controlled access route 
began in 2015, but stopped 
in 2018 as the newly 
elected Ford government 
reviewed its finances.

 � Region moves 
into stage 3 
reopening plan
Consistently low 
numbers of new 

COVID-19 cases 
paved the way 
for Waterloo 
Region to be 
part of stage 3 
of the province’s 

reopening plan as 
of July 17. Residents 

will have to keep taking 
precautions if restrictions 
are to remain loosened, 
said local officials.

 � Wang appointed 
full-time medical 
officer of health

The face of the public 
health response to the 
coronavirus in Waterloo 
Region, Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang 
had been the acting 
medical officer 
of health for 
the past 
three years. 
Regional 
council 
moved to 
drop the 
“acting” 
part. The region 
named her ommis-
sioner of public health 
and emergency services, 
indicating it would be 
applying to the Ministry 
of Health to have her 
appointed as the perma-
nent medical officer of 
health.

 � Elmira Theatre 
Company cele-
brates 40 years

Celebrating its 40th 
anniversary, the Elmira 

Theatre Company 
would normally 

have staged 
something to 
mark the occa-
sion. That option 
being off the 

table just now, the 
group opted for a 

digital reflection of the 
past four decades.

AUGUST

 � MCC on the 
ground in 
Lebanon

The deadly explosion 
that ripped through 
Beirut Aug. 4 had inter-
national development 
agencies scrambling to 
deal with the devasta-
tion. Long established 
in Lebanon, the Menno-
nite Central Committee 
already had boots on the 
ground.

More than 200 people 
were killed and some 
7,000 injured when some 
2,750 tonnes of ammo-
nium nitrate exploded. 
The blast caused massive 
damage to parts of the 
city, with estimates in 
the $10-$15 billion range, 
and 300,000 people 
temporarily homeless.

 � Province provides 
$124K for trails

The provincial 
government provided 
funding to improve trail 
systems, including those 
in Woolwich and Welles-
ley townships. $124,078  
was announced Aug. 5 
to upgrade and preserve 
the Guelph to Goderich 
Rail Trail and Nith River 
Trail.

 � Split council nixes 
parking prohibitions 
on Oriole Pkwy

Parking restrictions 
proposed for stretches of 
Elmira’s Oriole Parkway 
have been scrapped, at 

least for the time being. 
The same was true 

of the plans to 
reinstall traffic 
bollards put 
in last spring 
then quickly 
removed 

following public 
complaints.
A vote at Wool-

wich council Aug. 11 
ended in a draw, killing a 
staff recommendation to 
ban parking on both sides 
of Oriole Parkway 
West in the area 
of Goldfinch 
and Tana-
ger streets, 
Meadowlark 
Road and 
Mockingbird 
Drive.

 � Rec. facility 
build hits a wall

Wellesley’s plans for a 
new recreation centre were 
in limbo after the town-
ship learned it would not 
be receiving the funding it 
applied for from the federal 
and provincial govern-
ments.

The township was count-
ing on senior-government 
grants to cover 70 per cent 
of the estimated $22-million 
price tag for a new facility. 
On Aug. 14, officials learned 
the application they filed in 
2019 didn’t  make the cut.

 � Municipalities to 
receive COVID-19 
financial support

To help struggling regions 
rebuild post-COVID, the 
provincial government in 
partnership with the feds 
planned to deliver aid to 
444 municipalities across 
the province. Waterloo 
Region municipalities were 
to receive more than $13 
million in funding, with 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships receiving a 
combined total of $754,600 
to help them address oper-
ating pressures brought on 
by the virus and ensuing 
pandemic. Woolwich was to 
get $550,500, while Welles-
ley’s share was pegged at 
$204,100 from phase one of 
the funding partnership.

 � Apartment gets 
greenlight

An 18-unit apartment 
building was cleared for 
Church Street West in 
Elmira, Woolwich council 
having this week approved 
the project despite concerns 
raised by neighbours.

 � Man arrested after 
stabbing in Elmira

The suspect arrested 
in connection with a pair 
of stabbings and arson 
at an Elmira home faced 
numerous charges.

Waterloo 
Regional Police 
on Aug. 31 
formally 
charged 
Paul Bagley, 
33, with two 
counts of 
attempt murder, 
arson, disregard 
for human life, dangerous 
driving causing bodily 
harm and robbery.

Bagley was arrested 
after turning himself 

in at the Wiarton 
detachment of the 

Ontario Provin-
cial Police 
about 2:15 p.m. 
on Aug. 30.

 � No fair 
this year, but 

Wellesley has 
its ambassador

Caitlin Livingston, a 
runner-up in the 2019 
contest, was selected to 
serve as the Wellesley 
Fair ambassador for the 
next year. She formally 
received the crown from 
reigning ambassador Leah 
Sebben in a special cere-
mony held on Aug. 31.

 � Region saw just 
17 new cases of 
COVID-19 in August

August saw the fewest 
new cases of COVID-19 
for any month since the 
pandemic  hit 
Waterloo Region 
in March, a 
trend health 
officials 
welcomed 
ahead of 
a poten-
tial spike 
when school 
resumed the 
following week.

SEPTEMBER

 � Region extends 
mandatory 
mask bylaw 

Regional councillors 
made masks mandatory in 
public spaces through May 
31, 2021.

The revised face-cover-
ing bylaw also applies to 
locations such as inside 
taxi cabs and apartment 
building lobbies not 
specified in the previous 
regulations. The existing 
bylaw, in force since July, 
was due to expire on Sept. 
30.

 � Terry Fox Run 
is still a go

Marking 40 years since 
Terry Fox’s now legendary 

Marathon of Hope, orga-
nizers of the annual run in 
his name certainly weren’t 
planning on going virtual 
with the 2020 event. 

 � Wellesley 
Idol title

It was a 
Wellesley Idol 
unlike any 
of the others 
since the 
competition 

was launched 
in 2005, but 

in the end it was 
just like all the others: a 
young singer was named 
as winner. For 2020, it 
was New Dundee resident 
Chiara Heard who claimed 
the title after the final 
round. Heard, 16, edged 
out Conestogo’s Mitch 
Roemer, 12, and Elmira’s 
Cassandra Dammeier, 14.

 � Woolwich reopens 
arenas as minor 
hockey returns

Hockey returned to 
the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre, as the township 
reopened one ice pad 
there Sept. 28. That move 
followed the reopening In 
August of the St. Jacobs 
arena. The township put 
in place new procedures 
to mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19. Likewise, 
user groups such as the 
Woolwich Minor Hockey 
Association instigated 
their own new protocols.

OCTOBER

 � Long-time Elmira 
doctor retires

Sometimes it 
is hard to say 

goodbye, but 
Dr. John Craig 
was ready to 
look back on 
his time at the 

Elmira Medical 
Centre fondly 

as he set to sail into 
retirement on Oct. 5.

For 39 years, Craig 
treated patients at the 
Elmira Medical Centre, 
working his entire career 
as a doctor in town.

 � Increased demand 
for food drive

Typically busy in The 
run-up to Thanksgiving, 
Woolwich Community 
Services faced even larger 
demands due to the coro-
navirus situation. More 
than ever, the organiza-
tion was relying on the 
generosity of residents to 
restock the shelves of its 
food bank via  the annual 
Thanksgiving food drive 
that ran through the 
month.
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STOCK UP YOUR FREEZER

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
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TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300
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JANUARY SALE

Storewide
Excluding advanced orders, summer sausage, cheese and canned goods. 

Select Items
15%

Off 40%
Off

UP TO

 Traditional trick-
or-treating nixed

Halloween is typically 
time for ghouls, goblins 
and ghost stories, but the 
scary pandemic put the 
kibosh on the usual Oct. 
31 festivities. Local public 
health officials didn’t 
follow some other juris-
dictions in an outright 
cancellation of Halloween, 
but they suggested we find 
alternatives, especially to 
the usual trick-or-treating.

 Legion moves 
ahead with poppy 
campaign

There were the usual 
reminders of the perils 
“lest we forget,” 
but Remem-
brance Day 
cere-
monies 
and the 
poppy 

campaign 
that 
precedes 
them were both 
altered by the coronavirus 
situation.

From a scaled-back 
event at the National 
War Monument even as 
the country marked the 
75 years since the end of 
the Second World War to 
the cadets who typically 
fan out to sell poppies, 
this year was decidedly 
different. Across the 
country, branches of the 
Royal Canadian Legion are 
making alternate arrange-
ments for Nov. 11.

NOVEMBER

 Entertainment 
hub proposed for 
former Conestogo 
feed mill site

The new owners of 
a vacant feed mill in 
Conestogo envision the 

spot reborn as 
something of 
an enter-
tainment 
hub, with a 
banquet hall, 
restaurant, 
gallery, studio 
and perhaps even 
a craft distillery. To 
get there, however, they’ll 
need new zoning for the 
site, having made their 
pitch to Woolwich council 
Nov. 3.

 Region in second 
level, yellow, in 
new virus ranking

When the province 
rolled out its new colour-
coded framework for the 
coronavirus status of areas 

across Ontario, Water-
loo Region was clas-

sified as “yellow,” 
the second of five 
stages outlined 
in a new catego-
rization of health 

units.

 Region, local 
municipalities to 
share in $8 million 
in relief funds

Ontario municipalities 
battling the coronavirus 
pandemic were to get 
a new line of financial 
support from senior 
governments through the 
$1.05-billion COVID-19 
resilience infrastructure 
stream. In total, $7,948,041 
was to come to Waterloo 
Region, with Woolwich 
Township receiving 
$279,747 and Wellesley 
Township earmarked for 
$100,000.

 Wellesley expands 
Citizen of the 
Year Awards

Expanding a citizen of 
the year award to encom-
pass all of Wellesley 
Township, a new organi-
zation picked three people 

for its inaugural 
outing. Miranda 
Schultz of 
Wellesley 
village is 
the Junior 

Citizen of the 
Year, Linwood’s 

Dennis Schultz is 
the Citizen of the Year 

award recipient, and 
Wellesley village’s 
Esther Wagner 
was recognized 
with a Life-
time Achieve-
ment award.

 Gravel 
pit 
cleared for 
Winterbourne 
valley, as Woolwich 
drops legal action

The Winterbourne 
valley will be mined for 
gravel, as the township 
dropped further legal 
action and agreed to a deal 
with Preston Sand and 
Gravel.

 COVID-19 cases 
up 50%

New cases spiked to 
their highest levels since 
the pandemic began, and 
the situation was expected 
to get worse before there’s 
any sign of improvement, 
predicted the Region of 
Waterloo’s medical officer 
of health.

 Region forces 
closure of Menno-
nite churches, 
schools

A spike in COVID-19 
cases among Old Order 
Mennonite groups forced 
the Region of Waterloo 
to step in, ordering the 
closure of churches and 
parochial schools.

The announcement 
made Nov. 30 by medi-
cal officer of health Dr. 

Hsiu-Li Wang applied to 
members of the Old Order, 
Markham, Old Colony, and 
David Martin Mennonite 
communities in Waterloo 
Region.

DECEMBER

 Region votes
to shutter child-
care centres

The Region 
of Waterloo 
opted to get 
out of the 
childcare 
business, 

council voting 
to close the 

five regionally 
operated facilities, 
including the 
Elmira Children’s 
Centre.

In a 12-3 deci-
sion (Woolwich 
Mayor Sandy 
Shantz was one 
of the dissenters) at 
a special session Dec. 
2, councillors approved 
the money-saving move, 
pledging to use some of 
the $6.8 million to fund 
more daycare spaces.

 Wellesley to apply 
infrastructure 
grant to roof repair

Repairs and upgrades 
to the roof of the St. 
Clements arena were 
to be funded in part by 
$100,000 in infrastruc-
ture money received by 
Wellesley Township. Meet-
ing Dec. 8, councillors 
selected that project as the 
outlet for the grant.

 Region appoints 
a vaccine task 
force, steps up 
enforcement

With the first vaccine 
approved for use in 

Canada, public health 
officials began planning 
how best to get supplies 
out to the public when the 
time comes. 

To that end, the region 
formed a COVID- 19 
Vaccine Distribution Task 
Force, headed by Water-
loo Region Police Service 
deputy chief Shirley 
Hilton. 

 Woolwich defers 
decision on fate 
of Peel St. bridge

A decision on the fate 
of the Peel Street bridge 
in Winterbourne was put 
on hold as the township 

reviews options, 
including 

maintaining 
it for its 
heritage 
value, 
perhaps 
for use by 

pedestri-
ans. 
In the latest 

round of discus-
sions about the centu-
ry-old structure, 
Woolwich council-
lors meeting Dec. 
15 voted to defer 
the matter until 
at least February. 
That would give 
staff time to draft 
a new report and to 
consider the financial 
impact following 2021 
budget deliberations.

 Woolwich and 
Wellesley to 
benefit from Safe 
Restart funds

Additional provincial 
funding will help local 
municipalities cope with 

the coronavirus pandemic, 
helping to offset lost reve-
nues and cover additional 
expenses related to the 
crisis. Woolwich Town-
ship was to get $233,000, 
while Wellesley was to 
get $86,000 as part of the 
latest iteration of the Safe 
Restart Agreement. 

 Province-wide 
lockdown goes 
into effect Dec. 26

Premier Doug Ford 
made the long-expected 
announcement Dec. 21 
in response to the grow-
ing number of COVID-19 
cases. The lockdown 
began Dec. 26 and runs 
until Jan. 23, subject to an 
extension if conditions 
warrant it.

 Elmira PSW 
first recipient of 
COVID-19 vaccine

A frontline worker from 
a long-term care 

facility in 
Elmira was 

the first 
person in 
Waterloo 
Region 
to be 

vaccinated 
for COVID-

19. Siham 
Ibrahim, a personal 

support worker at Chart-
well Elmira Long-Term 
Care Residence, received 
the shot Dec. 22 at Grand 
River Hospital.

Ten staff members were 
among the initial group 
vaccinated at the region’s 
first COVID-19 immuniza-
tion clinic.

expecting to get so much 
money, because it’s not 
going to happen.”

On the capital side, 
the plan is to spend $21.5 
million on capital proj-
ects, led by almost $16 
million in the likes of 
road and bridge works, 
which director of infra-
structure services Jared 
Puppe called perhaps the 
largest such undertak-

ing. Included on that list 
is almost $5 million to 
reconstruct Bauman and 
College streets in Elmira, 
along with $3.2 million 
in bridge repairs and $2.3 
million for paving.

His department will also 
prioritize the maintenance 
of gravel roads, moving to 
a seven-year resurfacing 
program from the current 
11-year schedule. It will 
also begin converting 

some of those roads from 
gravel to tar-and-chip 
(surface treatment), allo-
cating almost $200,000 for 
such projects. That work 
will begin in the south end 
of the township on such 
routes as Fife, Lerch and 
Townline roads, locations 
farthest away from main-
tenance yards, a move 
Puppe said would reduce 
maintenance costs while 
improving the roads for 

BUDGET: Woolwich plans to increase number of infrastructure projects
→FROM 1

week, with the first ship-
ment arriving Tuesday. 
The initial clinic began the 
following day. Some 500 
long-term care and retire-
ment home staff members 

drivers.
“While there’s an 

upfront cost to this 
enhancement ... overall it 
is going to reduce mainte-
nance costs. Gravel roads 
are incredibly labour 
intensive – we need to 
touch those roads multiple 
times a year”

Overall, “it’s aggressive, 
but doable” he said of the 
scope of the work planned 
for this year.

are to be vaccinated first 
after the delay in begin-
ning the program.

“Public Health has been 
preparing to begin vacci-
nating our region against 
COVID-19 for months. 

While we can recognize 
this is a complex logisti-
cal challenge, I share the 
frustration with everyone 
in the region at this delay. 
I want to assure residents 
of Wellington-Duffer-

in-Guelph that Public 
Health remains ready to 
administer the vaccine 
as soon as it arrives,” said 
medical officer of health 
Dr. Nicola Mercer in a 
statement.

VACCINATIONS: Health units look to get more needles in people’s arms
→FROM 3
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Opinion “When a high-paid CEO has a less plush 
year it means putting in a single extra 
hour of work before lunch on Janu-
ary 4, before netting the yearly income 
of an average Canadian worker.” 
CCPA senior economist David Macdonald on a study 
showing by 11:17 a.m. on Jan. 4, the average top paid CEO 
made as much money as the average Canadian worker 
makes all year.

Over the holiday period, 34% of Canadi-
ans said they visited family/friends who 
live outside their home rarely (once), 12% 
said they did so occasionally (2-3 times), 
and 2% said they did so often (more than 
three times). Some 62% of Canadians are 
not confident that we will be able to limit the 
spread of COVID-19 over the next few weeks.  
Leger poll

Verbatim The Monitor

T here’s no shortage of COVID-19 vaccines in the 
country. Instead, doses are going unadminis-
tered.

According to figures compiled by the COVID-19 
Canada Open Data Working Group, no province has used more 
than 40 per cent of the supplies it has received – in Ontario, 
that number is 25 per cent. Overall, the pace of vaccination 
has fallen behind other countries, including the U.S. and UK.

While limited supplies are being rolled out by the makers 
of the two vaccines approved for use in Canada – those of 
Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna – the logistical chain has yet to 
catch up. That’s in part due to the requirement for cold stor-
age, which makes it more difficult than simply shipping out 
doses to neighbourhood pharmacies, for instance.

Still, there are calls for governments to do more to make 
vaccines available to more people. Health experts note that 
the sooner those at risk are immunized, the more lives might 
be saved. The need is even more pressing in the light of the 
discovery of new, more transmissible strains of the virus, 
which makes staying ahead of the curve that much more 
difficult.

Once the logistics are sorted out, the real hurdle will be 
getting enough of us on board for the vaccine to make a differ-
ence. There’s no exact number, but experts typically look for 
about a 70 to 85 per cent participation rate for so-called herd 
immunity to kick in. If too few of us get vaccinated, the virus 
will continue to spread. 

A poll by Abacus Data released early last month on the cusp 
of the vaccine rollout found about 60 per cent of Canadians 
had some level of hesitancy. Given the unknowns, that’s not 
surprising. 

Only about a third of those surveyed said they would get 
vaccinated as soon as possible.  More than 40 per cent of us 
said we might wait a bit to see how things turn out before 
opting for the shot. Some 13 per cent of us are not inclined to 
want to take a vaccination but could be persuaded to, while 
one in 10 say they will not be vaccinated under any circum-
stances.

Convincing the majority of us to get vaccinated will take 
some work. Right now, the vaccine isn’t available to most 
of us, so we’ve got time to monitor how things go with the 
millions of people globally who have gone down that road. 

Health officials are already touting the safety of the 
vaccines. They undoubtedly hope that real-world data will 
continue to back that opinion. Such assurances will go a long 
way in convincing the uncertain among us.

As with wearing masks, being vaccinated doesn’t just 
protect the individual, it protects others as well. That, too, will 
be a big part of the messaging from public officials.

Perhaps the most effective will be appeals to self-interest: 
the sooner most of us are vaccinated, the sooner the economy 
can reopen and we can all return to our normal lifestyles. 
Those are saleable points given the coronavirus fatigue that 
pervades our society.

Health experts, including the likes of the Ontario Medical 
Association, stress that getting a COVID-19 vaccination will 
be one of the most important and effective things we can do to 
stop the pandemic once vaccines become widely available. 

For now, the priority is to vaccinate frontline workers in the 
healthcare system, including those who work in long-term 
care homes where residents are among those most at risk. 
Likewise, those over the age of 80 are also on the priority list.

It will be well into the year before there’s enough vaccine to 
begin inoculating the general public. By that time, we’ll have 
a better idea not only about the safety of the vaccine, but its 
efficacy: just now, we don’t know how long the immunity will 
last, and there’s a chance a shot may have to be given annually 
in the same way as the flu vaccine.

Transparency and communication from health officials are 
essential, but each of us will have to do his or her part.

Fix the vaccine supply issues, 
then it's on us to make it work

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

On Monday morning, a Brit-
ish judge finally rejected 

the U.S. attempt to extradite 
WikiLeaks founder Julian 
Assange and jail him forever (or 
at least for 175 years in a high-se-
curity ‘supermax’ prison) on the 
grounds that he is, as Joe Biden 
once called him, a “high-tech 
terrorist.” The vindictiveness of 
the American security establish-
ment towards whistle-blowers is 
awesome to behold.

The U.S. government has 
worked quite hard to get around 
the natural British reluctance 
to extradite a non-American, 
non-resident to the United 
States for a political crime. 
Washington  says Assange’s 
sentence would “probably” be 
only four to six years (but there’s 
no guarantee that it wouldn’t 
turn out to be ten times that 
once he was on American soil).

The American prosecutors 
also tried to make their desire to 
get their hands on Assange look 
non-political by charging him 
with a civil crime (conspiring to 
hack into a Pentagon computer 
network), but he also faces 17 
charges under the Espionage 
Act for soliciting and publish-
ing confidential information.

Chelsea Manning, the former 
U.S. army intelligence analyst 
who gave WikiLeaks that 
spectacular dump of 725,000 
classified cables from American 
embassies a decade before, was 

WikiLeak’s Assange: (almost) free at last!
ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

jailed again for eight months in 
2019-20 in an attempt to force 
her to incriminate Assange. (She 
had already served four years of 
a 35-year sentence and then been 
pardoned by Obama in 2016.)

Manning held out under 
huge pressure, accumulating 
$1,000 fines for each day she 
refused to talk, and was finally 
released in March 2020 after 
attempting suicide. The fines 
still stand, however, and she is 
now a bankrupt who owes the 
U.S. government $256,000.

Vindictive is definitely the 
word, and Judge Vanessa Bara-
itser at the Old Bailey (Central 
Criminal Court) in London had 
to work quite hard to thwart the 
U.S. government’s campaign to 
get its hands on Assange.

She found a way, in the 
end. She ruled that while the 
American prosecutors had met 
the legal criteria for Assange 
to be extradited to the U.S. for 
trial, their request was denied 
because the U.S. authorities 
could not prevent him from 
attempting to take his own life. 
He has effectively been in soli-
tary confinement for the past 
eight years, and his psycholog-
ical state is too shaky to survive 
back in solitary (as he certainly 

would be) in a U.S. prison.
Assange now goes back to 

Belmarsh prison in London, 
and back to solitary confine-
ment because the corona-
virus pandemic is raging at 
Belmarsh. But his application 
for bail will probably be granted 
later this week.

He’s not completely out of the 
woods yet, since the U.S. govern-
ment undoubtedly will appeal, 
but Judge Baraitser probably 
based her decision on health 
grounds because a higher court 
would be less likely to reverse it. 
In the meantime Assange can 
be at home for the first time ever 
with his partner (whom he met 
while taking political asylum in 
the Ecuadorian embassy) and 
his two young sons.

The road of the whis-
tle-blower is long and lonely 
(Edward Snowden, who alerted 
the world to the scale of the U.S. 
global electronic surveillance 
operation in 2013, is still in exile 
in Russia), but such people are 
among the few protections we 
have against the misdeeds of 
the overweening security state.

Daniel Ellsberg, celebrated 
for his theft and publication of 
the ‘Pentagon Papers” detailing 
the U.S. government’s crimes in 
Vietnam, put it best: “The Amer-
ican public needed urgently 
to know what was being done 
routinely in their name, and 

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER 12
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Editor's 
Point of View

We may need some resolutions, but they are difficult to keep

smoking, pay off debt, save 
more money, complete proj-
ects, get organized, further 
education, lose weight, and 
the like.

Perhaps there’s an 
endless optimism that 
we can change, that we 
can be better – which, of 
course, recognizes that we 
all have something in our 
lives that we wish to alter. 
Psychologists tells us this is 
normal human behaviour, 
adding that the tough 
part is actually following 
through on the impulse for 
self improvement. In other 
words, fantasizing about a 
better you, about an ideal-
ized version of you – most 
of us can actually picture 
ourselves that way – will 
remain just that: a fantasy. 
Unless, that is, we are will-
ing to work hard to make the 
dream a reality.

Each December people 
around the world are filled 
with motivation and enthu-
siasm. They promise them-
selves that in the New Year 
they’ll start going to the 
gym, give up smoking, start 
saving money, and begin a 
new career… But year after 
year people continue to fail 
to achieve their New Year’s 
resolutions, often by the 
time they reach February or 
March.

Countless studies 
indicate that anywhere 
between 75 to 95 per cent of 
people fail to achieve their 
resolutions. Maybe that’s 
why fewer of us are even 
bothering to do so. A recent 
survey shows almost 70 
per cent of Americans said 
they don’t make New Year’s 
resolutions, up 10 percent-
age points from just a few 
years ago.

Even without a formal 
resolution, there is some-
thing about rolling into a 
new year that gives us hope 
for a new start.

As Timothy A. Pychyl, 
an associate professor of 
psychology at Carleton 
University in Ottawa, notes 
in his research, personal 
goals that have been 
neglected or forgotten 
resurface with the begin-
ning of a new year – hope 
springs eternal.

Having made a long 
study of procrastination, 
he knows very well what 
happens to our good inten-
tions most of the time.

“One of the strangest 
things about intentions for 
the new year is that they 
are often made during the 
holidays; a time when our 
schedules change, and we 
may even feel a little less 
rushed with the day-to-day 
tasks that typically occupy 
us,” he writes in Psychology 
Today. “So, when we think 
ahead to adding a new 
project to our commitments 
or, more likely, bringing 
renewed attention to a 
neglected project, we opti-
mistically believe that there 

will actually be more time in 
the new year as well. Why?

“Research shows that we 
are biased in our predic-
tions of the future by our 
present circumstances. 
This ‘presentism’ leads 
us to believe we’ll feel less 
stressed in January just 
as we do now during the 
holidays.”

Basking in the holiday 
glow, we feel that we can 
make the changes we’re 
resolving to make – no 
problem. In the future. 
Later. After we keep doing 
what we’re doing for the 
time being.

“There’s nothing like 
a good intention for later 
to make us feel good now. 
We have made an import-
ant, perhaps even noble, 
intention for change, but we 
don’t have to do anything 
until later. We feel great, 
and with the presentism 
bias, we also predict that 
we’ll feel like engaging in 
that task in the future too,” 
notes Pychyl.

Of course, that’s not the 
case. 

Getting up early and 
going for a walk seems 
like a fine idea as you 
enjoy another helping of 
enhanced eggnog sitting in 
your easy chair. Later, the 
alarm clock, darkness and 
sound of the wind howling 
quickly disabuse you of that 
warm glow.

Luckily, the good profes-
sor even has contingencies 
for that.

“Expect to “fall off 
the wagon” for what-
ever intention you have. 
Expecting that you will 
fail at times, you can now 
make one more important 
pre-decision. This time, the 
pre-decision is to be ready 
to forgive yourself when 
you falter and to try again.  
Just make sure that trying 
again is not something you 
put off until your next year’s 
resolution. Procrastination 
on these goals is one of the 
main reasons that we ring 
in the new year with our old 
projects.”

Many of us make resolu-
tions casually only to just as 
easily break them. We then 
rationalize our actions. In 
our jaded age, we’re equally 
blasé about the same lack 
of follow-through from our 
elected officials – in fact, 
we’ve come to expect them 
to lie, cheat, break their 
promises and to other-
wise act in a self-serving 
manner. That doesn’t mean, 
however, that we just accept 
the status quo.

Right now, the most 
pressing issue is the 
pandemic, after which 
officials will have to focus 
on economic recovery, 
including eliminating the 
massive deficits accumu-
lated at the federal and 
provincial levels. The public 
having borne the brunt of 
the crises, bureaucratic 
belts must be tightened. 
At budget time, maybe our 
political leaders should 
resolve to do what’s right, 
to make us all better, if only 
once.For some politicians, being entitled to their entitlements covers a lot of ground, regardless of a pandemic.

I’M NOT ONE FOR RESO-
LUTIONS per se, though 
this time of year brings 
to mind changes. When 
it comes to diet – eating 
less, eating better – there’s 
nothing like the holiday 
indulgences to make us 
aware that at least a little 
detoxing would be a good 
idea. Eating better is, after 
all, a prime resolution at 
this time of year.

That’s probably more 
common at this point, 
studies having shown that 
the pandemic has caused 
many of us to eat more, 
drink more and become 
more sedentary: we’ve got 
more than a little ground to 
make up.

So, here we are a week 
into the new year. Have you 
broken any resolutions yet? 
Chances are if you made a 
resolution, you’ll break it.

Studies show fewer than 
half of us still make resolu-
tions, with only about eight 
per cent sticking with them 
through the year. 

As Mark Twain put it 
more colourfully, “Yester-
day, everybody smoked 
his last cigar, took his last 
drink and swore his last 
oath. Today, we are a pious 
and exemplary community. 
Thirty days from now, we 
shall have cast our refor-
mation to the winds and 
gone to cutting our ancient 
shortcomings considerably 
shorter than ever.”

Of New Year’s inten-
tions, he added, “Now is 
the accepted time to make 
your regular annual good 
resolutions. Next week you 
can begin paving hell with 
them as usual.”

What is it about a new 
calendar year that makes us 
eager to reinvent ourselves, 
if only a little bit? The 
coming of a new year is seen 
as a fresh start and a time 
for deciding what needs to 
be changed and where to go 
next. It’s for these reasons 
that so many people make 
new year's resolutions to 
accomplish things such 
as to exercise more, quit 
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Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

PLEASE WELCOME 
BRENT WIANCKO
TO THE LAW PRACTICE!

Brent comes to us with an extraordinary 
academic background, holding  two 
Masters degrees (History and Public 
History) in addition to his 2015 J.D. from 
the Law School at the University of 
Windsor. Hard working, diligent and 
highly focused on the client's needs and 
goals, Brent is the Associate Lawyer we've 
been looking for, as a result of significant  
growth in our firm over the last few years.  
To say that we are overjoyed at the arrival 
of this bright, friendly lawyer with such 
an interesting and varied knowledge base 
would be an understatement!

Brent brings with him four years of 
concentrated experience at a Windsor law 
practice in the areas of Wills, Estates and 
Powers of Attorney. He will also be 
contributing to our existing Real Estate 
and Corporate work, augmenting the 
dynamic practices of Cynthia Hastings 
and Scott Grainger.

Knowing the importance of local 
connections, Brent looks forward to 
community involvement through his 
dream career in a small town practice. He 
has settled in the Town of Elmira, where 
you will no doubt be bumping into him at 
the grocery and hardware stores.

When you do, be sure to introduce 
yourself to the new lawyer in town!

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate legal representation 
with high integrity from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

Other countries are protecting their food supplies. Are we?
OWEN 

ROBERTS 
Food For 
Thought

Argentina is normally 
the world’s second 

biggest corn exporter, with 
sales of about $4.4 billion. 
That represents nearly 
15 per cent of the world’s 
corn export market, a 
significant amount that 
the global food system 
expects to see through the 
normal course of trade.

But this year, that’s 
not the case. Argentina 
has decided to limit the 
amount of corn it will 
export. And we should all 
be concerned about the 
reason why.

Argentina is facing a 

difficult domestic situa-
tion. It’s struggling with 
inflation, which makes 
it expensive to import 
almost anything. For years 
its economy has fared 
poorly, and its coffers are 
straining. 

At the same time, it’s 
being hit with the second 
wave of the COVID-19 
pandemic and wants 
to provide support for 
low-income families. 

That’s where whatever 
money it has is headed, 
instead of helping offset 
high import costs.

As the old year was 
coming to an end last 
week, the country 
announced it was suspend-
ing corn exports, until 
March 1. It said it needed 
the corn to ensure ample 
domestic food supplies in 
its summer months, when 
cereals can be scarce. 

Note, this is a just-in-
case scenario, a clear 
example of a country look-
ing after its self-interests 
first. Much of the cereals 

crop is fed to the live-
stock that Argentineans, 
renowned for their love of 
meat, devour. Depleting 
livestock herds because 
feed is unavailable would 
be unpopular. 

Argentina’s holdback is 
likely to keep about four 
million tonnes of corn 
inside the country. And 
corn may be just the tip of 
the proverbial iceberg. 

The country is also a 
major soybean exporter – 
in fact, its soybean sales 
are double that of its corn 
sales. It’s also a world 
leader in wheat exports. 

So, will those commod-
ities be next to be held 
back?

Argentinean farmers are 
unhappy. Buyers on the 
global market can be fickle, 
and if they sense Argen-

tinean grain and oilseed 
supplies are unreliable, 
they’ll establish business 
connections elsewhere…
provided, of course, other 
countries don’t start 
holding back part of their 
harvests too.

Could that happen? I 
think so. Exporters work 
very hard to build up 
markets, only to see them 
hammered by politics, 
such as China’s retaliatory, 
bullying tactics against 
buying Canadian canola 
and soybeans. It’s certainly 
conceivable that similar 
political impetus could 
prompt holdbacks, even 
though on some level it 
sounds like paranoia. 

Still, our newest and 
biggest soybean export 
market in the fall was Iran, 
the same country that 

“mistakenly” killed 57 
Canadians at this time last 
year on a Ukraine Airlines 
plane it shot down. That 
doesn’t sound like a buyer 
we can really count on, nor 
should we.

I believe 2021 will be 
a year that we should 
all watch very closely 
with regards to the food 
supply. We’ve already 
heard difficult predictions 
from Canada’s Food Price 
Report, released in Decem-
ber, which estimated food 
will cost families five per 
cent more – nearly $700 – 
than last year. Vegetables, 
along with meat, are the 
leading commodities that 
are expected to climb the 
most, an estimated 4.6 to 
6.5 per cent. 

The report’s co-author 
→ ROBERTS 12
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Babies
YEAR!

of the

2020

Avianna 
Bauman

May 26th, 2020
PARENTS

NICHOLAS AND SARITA BAUMAN
ELMIRA

Evelynne
Chester 
January 30, 2020 

PARENTS
THOMAS AND LINDSAY CHESTER 

ELMIRA

Aubrey 
Dietrich
November 2, 2020

PARENTS
MATT AND JESSICA DIETRICH

ELMIRA

Bowen Henry 
Jantzi 
April 1st 2020 

PARENTS CRAIG AND JULIANNE JANTZI 
BIG SISTERS BLAKLEIGH AND BRIAR

NEW HAMBURG

Taylor-Ann 
Lines
July 22, 2020

PARENTS
CORY AND MARY (TOMADINI) LINES

ELMIRA

Everly Margaret 
Rose Linscott

July 6, 2020
PARENTS BRAD AND KERI LINSCOTT

GRANDPARENTS DOUG AND JENNY MARTIN 
          AND GAIL LINSCOTT

BIG SISTER SIERRA

Oaklynn Jean 
Murdock

July 24, 2020
PARENTS WHITNEY & JASON MURDOCK

BIG BROTHER JACKSON MURDOCK
ELMIRA

Emma 
Pond

May 31st, 2020
PARENTS

ASHLEY & JUSTIN POND 
ST. JACOBS 

Julia Kathleen 
Pond 

December 8, 2020 
PARENTS

SARA AND JOSHUA POND
ELMIRA

Charlie George 
Yeoman
August 25, 2020 

PARENTS
ALEX & BRITTNEY(GOOD) YEOMAN

ELMIRA

The Observer would like to  
introduce the newest members  

of our community.

We wish 
them & their 

families  
a bright and 
wonderful 

future!

Odin  
Mighton-Schiestel

July 1, 2020
PARENTS

ROBIN MIGHTON & DEREK SCHIESTEL
ELMIRA
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Getting involved in the name game

wandered a little, and I 
realized that I had missed 
a golden opportunity. 
After all this was intended 
to be a descriptive name 
and I might have done 
better had I given it a little 
more thought.

A few names imme-
diately came to mind 
based on Rosie’s past and 
present behaviour. Chief 
among those was Narvin’s 
Counter Surfer. Narvin’s 
Couch Warmer would 
have been another viable 
option. There would have 
been nothing inaccurate 
about Narvin’s Puddle 

Finder either. And, had 
he asked me this several 
months ago, I might 
have even replied with, 
“Narvin’s Puddle Maker.”

This also got me think-
ing about our 12-year-old 
Labrador retriever Millie. 
She never came from a 
fancy kennel like Rosie 
did, so she never did get a 
registered kennel name. 
That’s not to say I don’t call 
her quite a few descrip-
tive names on occasion, 
however.

Nonetheless, if I was 
ever asked to declare a 
kennel name for her, Rug 
Scooter, Bacon Thief, 
Dinner Drooler or Mine-
field Maker would have all 
been in the running. Any 
of those would paint an 

accurate picture of what 
Millie is about.

When you think about 
it, this might not be a bad 
system for people either. 
I know we are complex 
beings, but a brief name 
that would hint at our 
more important character-
istics would be extremely 
helpful in a lot of cases.

For instance, you 
might avoid people 
with a kennel names 
like Smith’s Conspiracy 
Theorist, Melville’s Flat-
ulent Gasbag or Myrtle’s 
Personal Space Invader. 
Likewise, you might seek 
out people with more 
pleasant kennel names 
such as Gray’s Drinks on 
Me, William’s Gullible 
Listener or Miller’s Fish-

ing Spot Sharer.
Having said all this, I 

understand these kennel 
names on dogs mean 
essentially nothing. At 
best, they make for an 
interesting ice-breaker 
when talking to other dog 
owners. But they cannot 
begin to convey the char-
acter of a dog, especially 
one that has purpose.

Rosie, for instance, 
is a flushing dog – that, 
despite the name, is not 
toilet trained. Her sole 
purpose in life is to run 
free through the uplands 
looking for birds, squir-
rels and hares to flush 
and retrieve. She will also 
become a waterfowl dog 
come fall.

These are different 

tasks, but the central 
theme is that she uses 
her exquisite nose to find 
edible things. It doesn’t 
even have to be an animal. 
The other day, I made 
myself a peanut butter and 
honey sandwich and some 
honey dripped onto the 
kitchen floor. 

Rosie, immediately 
smelled it from several 
feet away, investigated 
and lapped it up. Later, 
I sat on the sofa and she 
jumped up and sniffed my 
face. I was expecting dog 
breath. Instead, I smelled 
honey. 

It suddenly occurred to 
me that it didn’t matter 
what I called her. For a 
Rose by any other name 
would smell as sweet.

Just last week, I 
received a phone call 

from the breeder who sold 
me my English Springer 
Spaniel, Rosie. 

He asked me what I 
would like to call her for 
the purposes of her pedi-
gree papers. He suggested 
Narvin’s (the kennel’s 
name) plus whatever other 
fancy epithet I would like 
to add.

Typically, a registered 
kennel name is a descrip-
tive variation of the dog’s 
day-to-day call name, so I 
suggested Narvin’s White 
Rose, since Rosie has a 
predominantly white 
body splotched with liver 
patches.

When the phone call was 
over, however, my mind 

 �Council must 
act to maintain 
Peel Street 
crossing

To the Editor,
I read the story featured 

in your November 26, 2020 
publication on the Peel 
Street bridge with great 
interest, having travelled 
across that bridge twice 
each school day for 13 
years.

I wish to thank Coun. 
Martin, supported by 
Coun. Merlihan, for 
questioning the report 
presented by staff. I did 
attend the public meeting 
some time ago purport-
edly held to solicit input 
from the taxpayers about 
the future of this bridge. 
It became very obvious 
that despite the slick 
presentation supported 
by expensive large photos 
and charts the consultants 
had already made up their 
minds to recommend 
demolition.

The numerous reasons 
to maintain this bridge 
were well presented by 
the citizens present at the 
recent council meeting. It 
is critical to provide a safe 
river crossing for the farm-
ing community (mainly 
Old Order Mennonites) It 
also has been a preferred 

route for bikers, hikers, 
trail users and snowmobil-
ers for many years.

This bridge should 
be restored to retain its 
historical significance, 
although the critical factor 
is to maintain a river 
crossing. A plan must be 
found to realize both of 
these goals. Perhaps the 
construction of a low-level 
concrete bridge could be 
part of the solution.

I look forward to 
watching council make a 
positive decision to make a 
safe river crossing on Peel 
Street, while maintaining 
the integrity of all or part 
of the existing structure.

Arthur Woods
ELMIRA

 �WMC has done 
well with the 
coronavirus 
situation

To the Editor,
Being  on lockdown for a 

month, with the programs 
at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre on hold, gives us 
pause to realize and appre-
ciate what we normally 
have in this community 
that we cannot access now.

The WMC was the 
main reason we retired to 
Elmira a couple years ago. 

there was no other way to 
learn it than by unautho-
rised disclosure.”

Julian Assange is firmly 
in that tradition. His accus-
ers trot out the usual alle-
gation that the confidential 
material he published 
endangered people’s lives, 
but if that were true you 
would certainly have heard 

We have really ramped 
up our fitness levels 
through regular swim-
ming, aquafit, tai chi, tap, 
the fitness room, and, for 
my husband especially, 
pickleball!

Now that we have more 
time on our hands, we 
are looking ahead and 
certainly appreciate what 
we will be missing. The 
staff and the facility  here 
is amazing, and so much 
care and consideration 
goes in to the planning 
and running of our local 
rec. centre. The attention 
to detail following the 
safety rules for distanc-
ing, masks, etc. has been 
remarkable, and I feel 
totally safe there. The 
programs at this facil-
ity keep me a healthy 
60-something.

Thank you for all you do.

Colleen Jack
ELMIRA

 �Harris doesn’t 
deserve the Order 
of Ontario

To the Editor,
Former premier Mike 

Harris has been nomi-
nated for the Order of 
Ontario, the province’s 
highest honour, granted 
to persons who demon-

strate “the best of Ontar-
io’s caring and diverse 
society and whose lives 
have benefited society in 
Ontario.”

Granting Mr. Harris this 
award would be a mistake 
and an embarrassment.

He presided over some 
of the most disruptive 
events in this province’s 
history: 68 hospitals 
closed, 6,000 nurses were 
laid off, and schools were 
driven into chaos. These 
events led to some of the 
largest public protests ever 
seen in Canada. 

Dudley George and 
seven residents of Walk-
erton died as a result of 
Harris’ policies. Billions 
of dollars in revenue have 
been lost from the privat-
ization of the 407.

Harris’ “caring” and 
“benefit” were so lacking 
that in the 2003 election 
he was humiliated by a 
72-to-24 seat loss, and 
Conservatives did not rule 
Ontario again for 15 years.

Even today Harris chairs 
one of the large private 
LTC companies. These 
companies have, in the 
middle of the pandemic, 
continued to pay divi-
dends to stockholders 
while seniors die in over-
crowded facilities staffed 
by underpaid part-time 
workers.

The Order of Ontario 

should be an earned 
honour. Harris falls far 
short of qualifying.

Paul Marrow
WINTERBOURNE

 �How can you 
love your 
neighbour if you 
violate 
coronavirus 
restrictions?

To the Editor,
“Love bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures all 
things.” 

1 Corinthians 13:7
If “love bears all things,” 

then do the loving thing 
and obey the shutdown 
rules. If “love believes all 
things,” then believe the 
science that this virus is 
highly contagious and can 
kill people. If “love hopes 
all things,” then hope 
that if everyone obeys the 
rules, you will be safe. If 
“love endures all things,” 
it is a small sacrifice to 
endure wearing a mask, 
washing your hands, 
avoiding crowds and 
staying home except for 
essential trips for grocer-
ies, to the pharmacy and 
medical appointments.

Are you your brother’s 

and sister’s keeper?
Do you really care 

about the health of our 
community? Does peace-
ful assembly and funda-
mental freedom of religion 
supersede loving your 
neighbour as yourself?

You don’t know if you 
are wilfully exposing 
a fellow parishioner to 
COVID-19. You may be 
asymptomatic and infect a 
large number of people by 
attending a large gather-
ing – e.g. church. Doesn’t 
that make you criminally 
negligent?

Just because life is filled 
with risks and we will all 
die eventually, does not 
give you the right to gather 
and spread the virus to 
others.

How many church 
members have tested 
positive for COVID-19?  Or 
are you one of those who 
refused to be tested?

The number of cases of 
COVID-19 continues to 
rise because people do not 
obey the rules.

Church can still be the 
church in new and inno-
vative ways. We can reach 
out to each other without 
being together in a church 
building.

Learn to use new tech-
nology and stay safe.

Pauline Duench Miller
ST. JACOBS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

those people’s names and 
details by now.

His revelations about 
the U.S. military’s 
misdeeds in Iraq were 
as valuable as Ellsberg’s 
about Vietnam. Few who 
saw it will ever forget  the 
video in which the crew of 
a U.S. Apache helicopter 
over Baghdad machine-
guns innocent civilians 

while saying things like 
“Oh yeah, look at those 
dead bastards” and “It’s 
their fault for bringing 
their kids into battle.”

There are aspects of 
Assange’s private life that 
still cast a shadow, like two 
charges of sexual assault 
(now dropped) against 
women in Sweden. But it 
is also the case that serious 

DYER:Assange and Manning have earned some honours for their work
attempts were being made 
to discredit Assange and 
WikiLeaks even before the 
famous 2010 dump of the 
U.S. embassy cables, and in 
any case his private life and 
his professional behaviour 
are separate issues.

So take a moment to 
honour Julian Assange 
and Chelsea Manning. 
They have earned it.

→FROM 8

ROBERTS: Securing our food supply
→FROM 10

and co-spokesperson, 
Prof. Sylvain Charlebois 
at Dalhousie University, 
starkly warns that many 
families will be “left 
behind.” In fact, many 
already are, with hard 
times forced on us by 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
putting a huge strain on 
food banks.

National food policy 
advocates have long 
warned that we need to 
be more self-sufficient 
in food. Maybe measures 
like export holdbacks 
and escalating prices will 
drive that point home.  
Increased self-sufficiency 
will only happen if it’s 
planned. And right now, 
it’s not.
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Ideal retirement 2+2 bdrm open con-
cept bungalow.  Spacious eat-in kitch-
en w/island & quartz counter tops. 
Bright great room w/hardwood, F.P. 
& walkout to patio. Vaulted ceiling in 
great room. Master suite w/walkout to 
patio & hot tub, 4 pc ensuite & walk-
in closet. 2nd bedroom or office. Main 
flr laundry. Finished basement w/huge 
rec room with F.P. & wet bar. 2 addi-
tional bedrooms & 3 pc bath. Hard-
wood flooring in rec room and lower 
bdrms. California shutters throughout.  
$799,900.00  MLS 

43 Roberta St., Elmira

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

Opportunity knocks! Main flr living 
with 3 bdrms, LR, DR, kitchen/laun-
dry. Hardwood, ceramics & carpet. 
Separate in-law suite containing a 
1 bdrm unit with kitchen/laundry & 
family rm. Quiet crescent location in 
Lakeshore North. Professionally land-
scaped. Fenced side yard. All brick 
raised bungalow. Shows well! New 
MLS $549,900.00

NEW LISTING | 624 Black Oak Cr., Waterloo

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A 
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

TREASURER
The Municipality of the Township of 

Wellesley is seeking qualified applicants 
for the position of Treasurer due to an 

upcoming retirement.
Reporting to the Chief Administrative 
Officer, the Treasurer is responsible to 

perform all statutory financial duties in 
accordance with the Municipal Act and 

other applicable legislation. The Treasurer 
is a member of the Municipality’s Senior 
Leadership Team and provides financial 

advice and reports to Council and 
departments and manages all activities 

of finance and taxation.

This is a full time position which offers 
a comprehensive benefits package 

and OMERS pension. 

For a complete job description and how to 
apply, visit www.wellesley.ca

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 
finishes and installs high quality custom cabinetry and 
solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 

respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is 
also a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking 

for new and innovative ways to make our team 
members jobs easier and more efficient. If this sounds 

like an environment that you would be interested in 
being a part of, please contact us.

We are looking for a full time, permanent

Finish Sander
In this position you will be working as a part of our finishing 
team. You will be sanding sealer and primer in our sanding 

booth. Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing!
You will be a vital part of the continued growth of Woodland.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

Experience:
• Sanding: 1 year (Preferred)

This position is full time, with benefits
 after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and growing 
company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted For Sale
MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

F R E E  Q U E E N 
MATTRESS, PILLOW 
Top in good condi-
tion. Must pick up.  
519-577-8524.

SOLID SINGLE DOOR 
WOODSTOVE WITH 
new fire bricks. very 
good condition. $75. 
226-750-3712.

Hay & Straw
STRAW FOR SALE - 4 X 
5 ROUND BALES, 
c h o p p e d  w h e a t 
straw. Clean, feed 
grade, stored inside. 
Call or text Kevin at  
519-616-4985.

Farm Services
BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George Haff-
ner Trucking 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or email  
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Nolan (10) from Elmira named his snowman Yoda.  
Submitted

Brielle Shantz (2) made snowman "Jack" with her family in 
West Montrose. Submitted

Work Wanted 
TIRED OF SHOVELLING 
?  R E S I D E N T I A L , 
local, snow removal 
service available. Very 
reasonable rates. Text 
or call 519-465-3477 .

DON'T LIKE PAINTING ? 
I DO ! INTERIOR PAINT-
ing service available. 
Flexible hours. Very 
reasonable rates. Text 
or call 519-465-3477.

2020



14  |  C L A S S I F I E D S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, January 7, 2021

 ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES    ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

& LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

Property MaintenanceProperty Maintenance
St. JacobsSt. Jacobs

Residential 
Driveway 
Blowing 
- Elmira Only

Commercial Snow 
Removal & De-icing

www.stjacobspropertymaintenance.ca
Tel: 519-503-5296

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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Narenjkar, Manijeh
Passed away peacefully at her home 
in Conestogo on December 25, 2020 
at the age of 52. Beloved adopted 
daughter of Rowly and Willie Martin 
of Guelph. Loved daughter of Akbar 
Narenjkar Elyaderany and Sedigheh 
Kadkhodaie Elyaderany of Iran. Dear 
sister of Daryoush, Sousan, Nahid, 
Alireza and Zahra. Visitation was 
held on Monday, December 28, 2020 
from 2-5 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A 
private family service was held on 
Wednesday, December 30, 2020 at 
11 a.m. and was livestreamed on 
Manijeh’s tribute page of the funeral 
home website. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to Grand River 
Regional Cancer Centre would be 
appreciated. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Snyder, Jane
Passed away peacefully at her home in 
Elmira on Friday, December 25, 2020 
at the age of 71 years. Jane was the 
beloved wife of David Snyder for 52 
years. Cherished mother of Michelle 
Snyder of Waterloo, and Christine 
Snyder (Jeremy Mccullough) of 
Elmira. Dear sister of Ron (Marlene) 
Radtke, John Radtke and Sharon 
Voll. Predeceased by her parents 
Roy Radtke and Marjorie Farthing, 
and sister Nancy Weber. The family 
would like to thank all the home care 
nurses and staff for their love and 
support. At Jane’s request, cremation 
has taken place. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to Canadian 
Lung Association or Heart and Stroke 
Foundation would be appreciated.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Obituary

Schoenhals, David Earl
Passed away peacefully at his home 
in Elmira on Tuesday, December 29, 
2020 at the age of 79 after a short 
battle with sarcoma cancer. Beloved 
husband for 49 years of Gloria 
(Kraemer). Dear brother of John 
(Sharon) Schoenhals, Judy Bierman, 
Susan (Don) Wieck, and brother-in-
law of Gerard (Deb) Kraemer, Dan 
(Judy) Kraemer, and Jo Kraemer. 
David is lovingly remembered by his 
nieces and nephews. Predeceased 
by his parents Earl and Margaret 
Schoenhals, in-laws Thomas and 
Rita (Foerster) Kraemer, and brothers-
in-law Dennis Kraemer and Frank 
Kraemer. David was a 30 year employee 
of the Kitchener Fire Department, also 
a longtime, active member of St. James 
Lutheran Church, Elmira. At Dave’s 
request, cremation has taken place. A 
memorial visitation and service will 
be held at a later date. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations to Woolwich 
Food Bank or St. James Lutheran 
Church, Elmira would be appreciated 
and may be placed through the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M
Birthday

My sincere thanks to my family, 
relatives, friends and neighbours  

for their best wishes, cards and  
gifts for my birthday.

Special thanks to my children for 
arranging the surprise drive-by, 

including the Elmira Fire Department 
and those who took part in it.

Thank you, 
Marie Snelling

Thank you 

My, My look who is 65! 

Happy 65

Becker, Christopher Larry
It is with heartbreaking regret we 
share the passing of Christopher 
Larry Becker, born January 30, 1976 
died December 22, 2020 at the age 
of 44. Devoted husband of 21 years 
to his high school sweetheart Sarah 
Becker (Stoddart), dedicated father 
to Allistair, Evelyn and Darla, loving 
son of Brenda Sadowski (Stan) and 
the late Larry Becker, best friend 
and brother to Cory (Nancy) Becker, 
step brother to Kristi Sadowski (Jon 
Edgerton) and Zander Sadowski 
(Roxann). Cherished son-in-law 
to Murray (Mary) and the late Bev 
Stoddart, brother-in-law to Ian (Jen) 
Stoddart, beloved by all his nieces 
and nephews. Through his three-year 
battle Chris was able to stay with his 
family at home where he faced each 
day with a positive spirit and a smile. 
His children brought him endless 
joy and laughter, and his time with 
them irreplaceable. He was strong, 
loving, funny and kind and valued 
these qualities in the many people 
he drew to him wherever he went. He 
was an active member and President 
of Unifor Local 1917.  His coworkers 
will remember his unwavering 
dedication and total commitment 
to his fellow workers, and his strong 
voice that always advocated for 
what he felt was right. Chris loved 
his family first, golfing, sports and 
the Boston Red Sox too. He was 
the most playful Uncle any niece 
or nephew could hope for and often 
squeals of ‘Uncle Chris’ could be 
heard followed by gleeful laughter. 
After graduating college, Chris and 
Sarah lived briefly in Cambridge 
then Kitchener before returning 
home to Elmira, surrounded by 
the love of family and friends. He 
will be missed and remembered 
by everyone who knew him. Due to 
Covid-19 restrictions, there will be no 
funeral home visitation or funeral 
service. Cremation has taken place. A 
celebration of Chris’s life will be held 
at a later date. In Chris’s memory, 
donations to Grand River Regional 
Cancer Center would be appreciated.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

It’s been 5 years  
and we remember 

Erma Albrecht,  
who passed away  

Jan 4, 2016.  
What would we give your hand to clasp,
Your patient face to see,
To hear your voice, to see your smile,
As in the days that used to be.
But some sweet day we’ll meet again
Beyond the toil and strife,
And clasp each other’s hand once more,
In Heaven, that happy life. 

Love Bill & family.

Obituary

In Memoriam

Shoemaker, Marie 
March 17, 1928 – January 4, 2021
Passed away on Monday, January 
4, 2021 at St. Mary’s Hospital in her 
93rd year. Beloved sister of Alice 
Freeman of Elmira. Dear sister-in-
law of Edna Shoemaker of Elmira, 
MaryAnn Bowman of Floradale, and 
Elsie Shoemaker of RR 1, Elora. Fondly 
remembered by her nieces, nephews 
and their families. Predeceased by her 
parents Alvin and Minerva (Lichty) 
Shoemaker, sister Erma (2016), and 
brothers Vernon (2015), Delton (1999), 
and Orlan (2016). A drive past viewing 
was held on Wednesday, January 6, 
2021 from 1 – 5 p.m. at the home of 
Brian Shoemaker, 7187 Sideroad 11, 
RR 1, Elora.  A private family service 
by invitation only will be held on 
Thursday, January 7, 2021 at 1 p.m. at 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 
Private burial and service to follow 
at North Woolwich Meeting House.  
To listen to the service at approximately 
2 p.m., please call 1-647-797-0518, and 
enter the pin number 465-8375 and the 
pound key (#).

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

 ↆ S O L U T I O N S

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
	 519-669-5790	ext	104	 
 drudy@woolwichobserver.com

Family Announcement Advertising: Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/order-family-album

Single:  $28 per insertion 
  

Double:  $38 per insertion 

Triple:  $48 per insertion

Announce it in  
the Observer.

100% Local
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Douglas Beattie Paterson 
Thursday January 27, 1944 -  
Sunday December 27, 2020

Douglas Beattie Paterson was born in 
Fergus, Ontario on Thursday January 
27, 1944.  He died peacefully in his sleep 
at Barnswallow Place Care Community 
in Elmira in the early morning on 
Sunday December 27, 2020.
Doug is survived by his son Mark 
(Cheryl) and his grandchildren Kyra 
and Rowan Paterson. Doug was the 
first of four sons for the late Matthew 
Paterson and Mazie Paterson (Beattie) 
of Fergus. He was predeceased by his 
brother Ken (Marilyn) and survived 
by brothers Dave (Carmine), Sandy, 
nephew Matthew and niece Catherine. 
An avid Toronto Maple Leaf fan all 
of his life, Doug enjoyed playing and 
watching hockey and golf. In his 
younger years Doug was first base 
for the Fergus Intermediate Baseball 
Team and became somewhat of a 
legend for his skills in that position.  He 
even proudly attained the nickname of 
“Scoop” Paterson from his teammates. 
(Everyone in Fergus had a nickname 
in the 1970’s!)
Doug and his family did what few 
do, experience life in Canada’s far 
north. For a total of eight years, Doug 
worked in accounting for the federal, 
territorial governments and CBC, 
in Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk North 
West Territories. Upon returning to 
Southern Ontario, he worked for Leigh 
Instruments in Waterloo, Martin’s Pet 
Foods in Elmira and finally Home 
Hardware in St. Jacobs.
The Paterson family would like to 
sincerely thank the staff at Cambridge 
Memorial Hospital Stroke Unit who 
helped Doug so much after his initial 
stroke over five years ago. Also we 
thank the staff at Caressant Care in 
Fergus where he lived for two years, 
Doug enjoyed sitting out on the big 
deck in the summer. A special thank 
you to the wonderful staff and heroes 
at Robin’s Grove, Barnswallow Place 
Care Community in Elmira for all of 
the time and care that you gave Doug.  
He always enjoyed joking, teasing 
and conversations with staff in 
the Robin’s Grove neighbourhood 
at Barnswallow Place. We truly 
appreciate your kindness to Doug over 
the years and thank you.
Donations in memory of Douglas 
Beattie Paterson can be directed to 
the Heart and Stroke Foundation of 
Canada or to Cystic Fibrosis Canada.  
Cremation has taken place and further 
recognition of Doug’s life and time will 
be scheduled at a later date. 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

 

 
A Continuing Tradition Of Trust & Reassurance 

Christopher W. Franklin  
Funeral Director  

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Obituary

Bloch, Diane Margaret 
1940-2021

Diane passed away peacefully on 
Sunday, January 3, 2021 at Freeport 
Hospital in Kitchener after a lengthy 
battle with cancer at the age of 80.  
Beloved wife for 55 years to Oscar 
Arthur Bloch of Elmira.  Loving 
mother of Kevin Bloch (Shelley), 
Jeff Bloch (Denise), and Brent Bloch 
(Kyla).  Dear grandma to Dawson and 
Reid Bloch, Kyla and Adam Bloch, 
and Hadley and Finley Bloch.  She 
is survived by her sisters, Linda Feil-
Fraser (Darwin), and Lea Doll (Peter); 
brothers Bruce Feil and Michael 
Feil (Darlene); sister-in-law Theresa 
Baritz-Feil, as well as her in-laws Ervin 
Bloch (Jennie), and many nieces and 
nephews. Predeceased by her parents 
Frederick William Feil and Ila Marie 
Driscoll; brothers Brian Feil (Audrey) 
and Barrie Feil; sister-in-law Judy 
Feil, as well as her in-laws Edmund 
Bloch (Martha) and Audrey Bloch. 
Diane taught elementary school for 15 
years in St. Clements, Sarnia, Guelph, 
and Floradale. When her son Jeff was 
born in 1974, she left teaching and 
worked with Oscar on the family farm, 
devoting her life to her family. She 
was a member of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Elmira for 55 years, where 
she volunteered with Lutheran 
Braille Workers - Canada. She was a 
longtime member of the Woolwich 
Ever Faithful Women’s Institute and 
she also enjoyed reading, knitting 
and doing crossword puzzles in her 
spare time. Diane and Oscar enjoyed 
playing euchre with their neighbours 
and friends in the “Woopee Card 
Club” for several decades. Diane 
was a dedicated gardener and farm 
wife, who took pride in her large 
vegetable gardens, and who took joy 
in sharing her recipes and preserves 
each year. Her home and her heart 
were always open to welcome anyone 
at her table, and she enjoyed planning 
celebratory parties for her children, 
siblings, nieces, nephews and relatives 
in recognition of their milestones. 
Diane was also a very avid hockey 
mom who supported her boys with 
their various hockey pursuits over 
the years, and she volunteered with 
the Elmira Sugar Kings Jr. B hockey 
club. The family would like to extend 
their sincere thanks and gratitude to 
the staff and volunteers at the Grand 
River Regional Cancer Centre, and to 
the many nurses and personal support 
workers who cared for Diane at her 
home. A private family service will be 
held on Friday, January 8, 2021 at 11 
a.m., at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
Elmira, and may be viewed on Diane’s 
tribute page on the funeral home 
website. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to Diabetes Canada, the 
Heart and Stroke Foundation, or the 
Grand River Regional Cancer Centre 
would be appreciated by the family.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Heibein, Jeffrey Scott
Suddenly at the age of 50, Jeff passed away on Sunday, 
January 3, 2021, at St. Mary’s Hospital, Kitchener, due to 
unforeseen heart failure. Jeff will be greatly missed by his 
wife of 23 years Bonnie (nee Jarrett), and his children whom 
he treasured, Adam and Jenna. Loving son of June Heibein 
(nee Uberig) of West Montrose. Brother to Linda de Belleval 
(Mike) of Hickson, Dennis (Lisa) of Newport, New Hampshire, 
Darrell (Judy) of Goldstone, and John (Carol) of Waterloo. 
Predeceased by his father Roy Heibein of West Montrose. 
Jeff was the son-in-law of Bill and Gail Jarrett of Cambridge, 
and brother from another mother to Judy Williams (Craig) of 
Kelowna, BC. He will be sadly missed by his many heartbroken 
nieces and nephews. Jeff was a natural athlete. He had a 
lifelong love for the game of hockey, not only as a child but 
also as an adult, playing in recreation leagues. He passed his 
passion for the game on to his son, becoming a coach with 
Kitchener Minor Hockey Association and mentoring his son 
and all the players under his charge. An avid outdoorsman, 
Jeff looked forward to joining his friends and family members 
in fishing trips and hunting excursions. He will be missed by 
his friends at the Hubertus Hunting and Fishing Lodge, to 
which he was proud to have membership. As an inspector for 
the Ministry of Labour, Jeff was a strong advocate for health 
and safety in both his professional and personal life. A jack 
of all trades, Jeff had a knack for thinking outside the box to 
find solutions to all problems. With a little help from YouTube 
(or a buddy and a case of beer), Jeff could tackle every home 
improvement chore he set out to complete. Whether it was 
building a hockey rink in the backyard, fixing the plumbing, 
or helping a friend build their deck, Jeff had a solution for 
every task he took on. Jeff takes with him an incredible wit 
and an amazing silly sense of humour that was loved by his 
many friends.  His off-the-cuff humour will be greatly missed 
and is why he will always be remembered with smiles and 
laughter. Jeff was an amazing and supportive husband and 
a strong and positive role model to his son and daughter. His 
love for his family had no bounds. Heartfelt thanks to the 
ICU and Cardiac Care staff at St. Mary’s Hospital for their 
tremendous compassion, care, and support for both Jeff and 
the visiting family members. In a final act of generosity, Jeff 
provided the ultimate gift of life through the donation of 
multiple organs, including his beautiful, blue eyes. His family 
takes great comfort in his ability to provide these lasting 
gifts. Thank you to our neighbours, friends, and family for 
reaching out and sharing your condolences. To know that 
we are not alone in our grief is immeasurable and with your 
help, we will begin to heal and find happiness again. At Jeff’s 
request, cremation has taken place with future interment in 
West Montrose Cemetery. A celebration of Jeff’s life will take 
place at a later date when circumstances allow and friends 
can gather. If you would like to be informed of future events, 
please visit Jeff’s tribute page at the funeral home website to 
register your contact information. In memory of his father’s 
passing, Jeff was a dedicated canvasser for the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation of Canada. Jeff would have appreciated 
any additional support to this great cause or alternatively, to 
St. Mary’s General Hospital. Donations can be made through 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

BAER, ALICE IRENE 
(MILLER) - At the 
age of 85, having 
lived a full life, 
I re n e  p a s s e d 
away peacefully at 
Woodstock Hospi-
tal, on December 
24, 2020. Local 
relatives are her 
daughter Mary 
(Richard) Bauman 
of Elmira.

MOSER, JEROME 
- Passed away 
peacefu l ly  on 
December 23, 
2020 at Derbeck-
e r ' s  H e r i t a g e 
House, St. Jacobs 
at the age of 88.
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Living Here Among the 61 new appointments to the 
Order of Canada is Frances Westley of New 
Hamburg, recognized for her contributions 
to the study and application of social innova-
tion in Canada and abroad. The latest addi-
tions to the order, a program launched in 
1967, were announced Dec. 30 by Governor 
General Julie Payette. 

A Linwood resident will be allowed to keep a 
horse on the property at 5288 Ament Line, 
Wellesley council decided this week. With 
the zoning bylaw amendment, the township 
specifies that owners must use the horses 
as their main means of transportation in 
addition to other provisions. 

Invested in the order A resident horse

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Andrew Marshall
Andrew is our in house Software Developer and  
Head of  I.T. He has been with us for 5 years. 
Andrew is originally from Bancroft. He enjoys 
spending time with his wife and cat. His hobbies 
include making and playing games, tinkering with 
electronics, cooking and composing music.

 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: Why 
is the HPV vaccine now 
offered to adults and ado-
lescents? I was surprised to 
hear that it's recommended 
up to age 45. Will the vac-
cine do any good for adults 
who already have HPV?

ANSWER: The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) now 
recommends that some 
adults ages 27 to 45 talk 
with their health care 

Adults up to age 45 and at risk for HPV infection can get vaccine

provider about the human 
papillomavirus, or HPV, 
vaccine. The vaccine isn't 
necessary for everyone in 
that age group. The focus 
is on people who weren't 
vaccinated when they were 
younger and are at risk for 
infection. If you're older 
than 26 and aren't sure if 

you need the vaccine, ask 
your health care provider. 
Although the HPV vaccine 
can prevent a new HPV 
infection, it cannot treat 
one you already have.

Almost all sexually 
active people get an HPV 
infection at some point. In 
many cases, HPV may not 
cause symptoms or lead to 
health concerns, and the 
body clears the infection 
without any problems. But 
certain strains of HPV are 

dangerous viruses that can 
lead to cancer and genital 
warts.

Two strains of HPV 
cause 70% of all cervi-
cal cancer and cervical 
precancerous lesions. Once 
cervical cancer develops, 
it is difficult to treat and 
can be life-threatening. 
HPV infections also can 
lead to other genital and 
anal cancers in females, as 
well as penile cancer and 
anal cancer in males. In 

addition, HPV causes most 
oral and throat cancers, as 
well as genital warts in men 
and women.

The HPV vaccine has 
proven to be a safe and 
effective way to prevent 
HPV infection. But it can't 
cure an existing infection. 
So the best time to get the 
vaccine is before you are 
exposed to the virus. That 
means it's ideal to be fully 
vaccinated before becom-
ing sexually active.

The vaccine is most 
effective and has been 
most extensively studied 
in children between the 
ages of 9 and 14. During 
that time, the immune 
system response to the 
vaccine is robust, provid-
ing excellent protection 
against HPV. People in this 
age group require only two 
doses of the vaccine, with 
the second dose given six 
months to one year after 

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

BECKY SCHWEITZER 
MAY NOT HAVE started 
along her path as a martial 
artist until she was 23, but 
she was always interested 
from a young age. A fan of 
the Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles and the Karate 
Kid films, she also had the 
influence of her cousin 
who was already taking 
part in martial arts and 
would show her what he 
learned at class. 

Almost 15 years since 
starting along her path, 
Schweitzer has overcome 
many challenges, includ-
ing getting her black belt 
in 2010 – she is now a 
fourth-degree black belt – 
and even opened up four 
of her own clubs about five 
years ago, Schweitzer’s 
Martial Arts. But some 
of the things she is really 
proud to have done is win 
multiple awards over her 
time taking part in compe-
titions. 

In 2020 alone, 
Schweitzer won multi-
ple titles, including four 
at the North American 
Sport Karate Association 
(NASKA). Rated as the 
world’s most elite karate 

circuit, she went up against 
more than 2,000 compet-
itors from 18 countries, 
competing in divisions 
such as kata, weapons, 
self-defence, and sparring. 

Because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, live tourna-
ments were cancelled and 
instead moved to a virtual 

Martial arts teacher wins big at competition

→ MAYO CLINIC 20

Becky Schweitzer of Heidelberg won a number of karate titles in 2020. Submitted

format, in many cases 
for the first time. Partic-
ipants of tournaments 
were encouraged to film 
themselves performing 
in their selected divisions 
and send those in to be 
judged online against 
others competing in the 
same division. 

While this was different 
than the tournaments in 
which she competed in 
years prior, Schweitzer said 
she may have enjoyed this 
format a little more. 

“It was definitely 
interesting, obviously it 
was different than in-per-
son, but I actually kind of 

enjoyed it a little better 
– I think mostly because 
it cost a little less, [and 
there was] less travelling. 
It wasn’t the same experi-
ence but for what it was, 
I really enjoyed it,” said 
Schweitzer. “This is where 
the world elite goes to 
compete. I would say [it 
is] probably even tougher 
than the Olympics – there 
are a lot of good competi-
tors there.”

Schweitzer came away 
with titles in 18+ Black Belt 
Women’s Kenpo, 30+ Black 
Belt Women’s CMX Forms, 
30+ Black Belt Women’s 
CMX Weapons, and a 
Grand Championship in 
30+ Black Belt Women’s 
Weapons.

Schweitzer says her 
process for preparing for 
tournaments like NASKA 
included going in and 
doing three different 
takes of each division in 
which she was competing 
– on average she says she 
competed in about three 
divisions per tournament. 
She would then go home 
and review each take, pick-
ing the best one to submit 
for judging. 

This was extremely 
helpful for her as she had 
the chance to put her best 

work forward, however, it 
also meant that every other 
competitor had the ability 
to do the same.

“Now the nice thing is 
even though I got to work 
on it and send in my best 
video, everyone else had 
that same opportunity as 
well. We were going against 
each other’s best. So, I 
think that’s what made it 
tougher as well.”

Looking towards the 
future, Schweitzer says 
she is pleased with how 
things are going but she 
hopes to expand her clubs 
and continue winning at 
tournaments. 

“I’m hoping to win more 
world titles; that’s one of 
my objectives. This year 
... I’m kind of happy with 
the way things are going 
right now competing. If 
we get back into in-person 
competition, if I had the 
money… and the time to 
travel, I would like to get 
back into that, but right 
now this is a good alter-
native. I’m [also] really 
pleased with my clubs, I’d 
like to expand my clubs, 
grow my clubs. That would 
be nice. But right now, I’m 
very pleased with how 
things are going,” she 
added.
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 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

 ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15
 ▢ Elmira Legion's Beef Stew Dinner. Curbside pickup 

at the Legion only from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Stew with 
salad and roll, $10 per person. To order call: Robin 
Hiebert 519-897-1618.

MONDAY, JANUARY 18
 ▢ Woolwich Gardeners presents speaker Anna 

Leggatt "Wildflowers Around the World and Can We 
Grow Them" at 7:30 p.m. online. Become a member 
of our garden club and receive your Zoom links for 
all our virtual speakers this year! Contact woolwich-
gardeners@gmail.com

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

A tasty way to start in 
on that healthy diet

When New Year’s 
resolutions are 

combined with a lock-
down that includes fitness 
centres, it creates a great 
excuse for not creat-
ing broken promises to 
oneself.

That being said, if the 
only exercise we’re getting 
right now is walking to the 
refrigerator, then it could 
at least be for something 
healthy!

“Fattoush” is not a word 
that means “large-behind” 
and is no way intended 
to guilt you into a new 
year of healthy eating. It 
is, however, derived from 
Levant Arabic word “fatt” 
which literally means “to 
crush.” This is in reference 
to breaking toasted or 
often stale flatbreads  for 
use in a recipe.

This salad has simi-
lar flavours  to another 
Middle East salad, tabbou-

leh, which has typically 
fine diced ingredients, 
whereas this salad is 
meant to be more chunky.

Salads are great and 
all, but to be eaten as a 
meal like  this one, it is 
better if they have a little 
more sustenance such as 
protein and pita bits, as 
this one does.

This recipe also 
includes sumac – yes, the 
same red-flowered plant 
that you see along the 
Grand River, but a specific 
variety grown in the Medi-
terranean used as a spice 
and can be purchased at 
most local grocery stores.

The sumac adds a 
citrusy bitterness that 
complements the salty 
cheese. 

 ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts 
private events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also runs 
breakfast and lunch in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

Fattoush Salad
 ▢ 1 pkg. pita bread

 ▢ 2 romaine lettuce 
hearts

 ▢ 1 English cucumber

 ▢ 3 tomatoes

 ▢ 1/2  bunch green onion

 ▢ 1/2  bunch radish

 ▢ 1/2  bunch parsley

 ▢ 1/2  bunch mint

 ▢ 1/2  cup feta or goat 
cheese

 ▢ Juice of 1 lime

 ▢ 1/2 cup olive oil

 ▢ Ground sumac, 
cinnamon, allspice

 ▢ Salt

 ▢ Pepper

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

 ↆ S U D O K U

1. Lightly toast pita 
bread until browned, 
break apart and toss 
in frying pan until 
browned all around.

2. Season with sumac, 
salt & pepper.

3. Combine lettuce, 
herbs and veggies 
in mixing bowl.

4. Whisk juice with 
olive oil and seasoning 
to create dressing.

5. Toss together 
with salad.

6. Combine together 
with cheese and 
“croutons.”

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Wool-
wich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide 
one-time financial support to an applicant. 
However, we realize that no two cases are 
the same. Unique situations may require 
further support that otherwise would not 
be accessible for the ongoing needs of the 
individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and 
funds that may be able to support and/or 
provide for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an 
application process are in place, it should 
be noted that in unique, complex, crisis 
and acute circumstances funds may be 
provided at the discretion of the Fund 
Review Committee, assuming the core 
criteria of the fund are met.

Additional information:

Access  is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of  

             Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.    Woolwich Community Services
3.    Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:   
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 
Community Care Concepts

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND: 
RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL NEEDS
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ACROSS
1. Embodiment
7. "What've you 
been ___?"
11. African capital
16. Fixed
17. Farm soil
18. Archaic version 
of the word "ago"
19. Done secretively
21. Shade of green
22. Draped dress
23. Easter lead-in
24. Plant in the 
mint family
26. Typical to a noun
30. Attorneys' org.
33. Appear
34. French novel-
ist Pierre
35. Note
36. Musical genre
40. Member of Cong.
41. Dress style
42. Attention
43. Catch sight of
45. Be a busybody
47. US medical 
establishment
49. Short for 
orangutan.
53. Bank deposit
55. ___ Master's Voice
57. Anticipate
58. Computer moni-
tor, for short
61. With perseverance
64. Tinted
66. Aspect
67. Half a score
68. Bass, e.g.
69. Reaction for 
the purpose of 

defending against 
foreign invaders
73. Board an aircraft
74. Commonly
75. Not for
79. Responsible for
80. Published decla-
ration of the inten-
tions, motives, or 
views of the issuer
84. "Snowy" bird
85. All square
86. Look into again, 
as a cold case
87. Query before 
"Here goes!"
88. Badger Den
89. Least wild

DOWN
1. Parentheses, e.g.
2. The soft palate.
3. Jewish month
4. Bartender's supply
5. "Go on"
6. Show, as a 
historic battle
7. The "U" in UHF
8. Luau dish
9. "The Joy Luck 
Club" author
10. Brunch order
11. Browning's 
Ben Ezra, e.g.
12. Certain 
discrimination
13. Boron-oxygen 
compounds, which 
form boron oxyanions
14. Unrestricted 
time period
15. Teleconfer-
ence (informal)

20. Foray
25. Melodic
27. Cleft lip
28. Four-line 
biographical poem
29. Big load
30. Comic Sandler
31. Digestion aid
32. All fired up
37. Aims
38. "Gee whiz!"
39. Stretched or 
torn ligaments
44. Open wide
46. Big roll
48. Attacks the 
immune system
50. Half human 
and half cobra
51. Respiratory 
organ of fishes
52. Eye affliction
54. Ancient 
oar-driven warship
56. Detonate
58. Comparative 
form of "Chief"
59. Odds and ends
60. Japanese dish
62. "Didn't I tell you?"
63. People who rent
65. Less sharp
70. Dapper
71. Detail
72. Big name in 
stationery
76. "Forget it!"
77. Golf ball props
78. "___ that special?!"
81. Hail, to Caesar
82. After-tax amount
83. Last word of "Amer-
ica, the Beautiful" 

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword 
is only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

 ↆ X - W O R D

 ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Journey through Grief to 
Hope- The Reality of Grief

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Marian & Erv Wiens preaching

Elmira District Community Living thanks 
you for the amazing support. 

If you’re out for a walk in January; 
we invite residents, friends, families and 

neighbours to enjoy a ’take and make’ hot 
chocolate or tea from the box by the lighted 

trees at 118 Barnswallow.  

Thank you with all our hearts. 

Welcome 2021!

1810929C
N

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, 
underwriter of automobile and property insurance or Desjardins Financial 
Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance products. 
Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the 
Fédération des caisses Desjardins du Québec, used under licence.

State Farm branded policies are underwritten by Certas Home 
and Auto Insurance Company. 
®State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks 
owned by State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, used  
under licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company and certain 
of its affiliates.

IS NOW

Better things come from someone who knows you. 
Call today to get a quote.

Bring  
your savings  
together 

Jeff Watkin, Agent  
Suite 204A 151 Frobisher Dr 
Waterloo  ON  N2V 2C9 
519-886-4470
jeff@jeffwatkin.com
www.jeffwatkin.com
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1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

A L L  P R O D U C T S
NOW ONLINE!

AVAILABLE ONLINE AVAILABLE ONLINE

CLICK CLICK 
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

$$004949
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 1.99

12MM THICK12MM THICK
LAMINATELAMINATE

$$114949
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

AVAILABLE ONLINE

AVAILABLE ONLINE

AVAILABLE ONLINE

AVAILABLE ONLINE

18”X18”18”X18”
PORCELAIN PORCELAIN 

TILETILE

$$110000
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
SOLID OAK SOLID OAK 

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

GLASS & STONEGLASS & STONE
BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 8.99

MDF PRIMED WHITEMDF PRIMED WHITE
BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS

MANY STYLES & SIZESMANY STYLES & SIZES

6767¢¢
FROM

CURBSIDE PICKUP
ORDER ONLINE & FULLY STOCKED FOR

FULLY STOCKED

70% OFF!
ORDER ONLINE & CURBSIDE PICKUP

W W W . S O U R C E F L O O R I N G . C O M

UP TO

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

/ LIN FT

Visit our 
website to get 

your digital 
coupon!

elmiraeyewear.com 

73 Arthur St. S., Elmira, ON
519 669 0879

SELECT EYEGLASS FRAMES & SUNGLASSES

the first. For people who 
receive their first shot 
of the vaccine after age 
14, a three-dose series is 
recommended to achieve 
the most effective immune 
response.

Until recently, the 
vaccine wasn't recom-
mended for people older 
than 26. That's because it 
provides less benefit after a 
person has been exposed to 
the virus, and most people 
older than 26 already have 
been exposed. However, 
the CDC now recommends 
that people between the 
ages of 27 and 45 talk to 

their health care provider 
about the benefit the 
vaccine may have for them.

In particular, it may 
be worthwhile to get the 
HPV vaccine if you are 
in that age group and are 
sexually active outside 
of a long-term monoga-
mous relationship. At any 
age, having a new sexual 
partner significantly 
increases your risk of a new 
HPV infection. And due 
to the seriousness of the 
diseases HPV can cause, it 
is important to ensure that 
you are adequately vacci-
nated against the virus any 
time you change partners.

In general, if you are 27 
to 45 and are in a long-term 
relationship with only one 
sex partner, or if you are 
not sexually active, you do 
not need the HPV vaccine.

The HPV vaccine offers 
protection against the 
medical concerns caused 
by the HPV virus, some 
of which can be deadly. If 
you're older than 26 and 
you think you may need 
the HPV vaccine, talk with 
your health care provider. 
It is worth considering, 
because the HPV vaccine 
has proven to be a safe 
and effective anti-cancer 
vaccine.

MAYO CLINIC: There are options to help counter HPV

WOW!

  reg.

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

OPEN FOR WALK INS

January Specials
Chrome
Books

APPLE 
MacBook Air

$49999

i5-5300 2.3hgz, 8gig Ram,
500gig, 14" screen 

Windows OS

Lenovo
T450

$44999 Dell Latitude 
E6430

$34999

FROM

Blowout

iPad 5
32GB 9.7” Screen

$29999

UNLOCKED
iPhone - 6’s $16900

FROM

intel i5 3340, 2.4ghz, 
8gig Ram, 500gig HDD, 
14" Screen, Windows OS

iPad Air-1
16GB

$18999
FROM

FROM

Special!

STARTING AT

$17999

Second
Location  920 St. David St. N.

FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16 GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32 GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HP ProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE 
MacBook Pro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519- 20 B Arthur St N.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

BESIDE THE OBSERVER www.realitybytescomputers.com

→ FROM 17


