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WE’VE GOT YOUR TIRES!
NEED WINTER TIRES?

Check our educat ion events and wellness blog at www.wchc .on.ca

The Woolwich Community Health Centre 
wants everyone to stay safe.
Don’t forget your local health and social service providers are here to help. 

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

FACING AN INCREASE 
IN COVID-19 cases, the 
Region of Waterloo is 
stepping up enforcement 
efforts when residents fail 
to comply with lockdown 
rules even in advance of 
new stay-at-home orders 
that went into effect 
Thursday.

“We continue to see high 
numbers of new cases 
every day. With multiple 
outbreaks in workplace 
and congregate care 
settings being declared 
daily, continued hospital-
izations, ICU admissions, 
and deaths, our incidence 
rate is at its highest to 
date,” said medical officer 
of health Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang 
in a briefing January 8.

The region is seeing 160 
case per 100,000 popula-
tion each week, up from 92 
cases in late-December.

“Taking into account 
interim data, our latest 
per cent positivity has 
increased to 5.5 per cent. 
Our latest reproductive 
rate has increased to 1.3. 
These indicators show 
that we are experiencing 
an acceleration in the 

Public health 
officials call for 
greater adherence 
to COVID-19 rules

spread of COVID-19 in 
our community following 
the holiday season,” she 
added.

The number of active 
cases continues to climb 
each day, with 1,064 at 
midweek. That brings the 
cumulative total to 7.657. 
There has also been an 
increase in the number of 
fatalities, which now stand 
at 179, five more than at the 
time of the briefing.

The numbers indicate 
high transmission levels, 
with 39 active outbreaks 
spread out among long-
term care facilities, 
retirement homes and 
workplace settings.

“As community spread 
increases, we expect to see 
an associated increase in 
the number of employees 
who acquire COVID and 
the number of outbreaks 
declared in workplace 
settings. In the second 
wave, workplace settings 
have become among the 
most frequent settings 
experiencing outbreaks 
across Ontario. And it’s the 
same for Waterloo Region. 
We currently have 13 active 
outbreaks, and there are 
a total of 135 workplaces 

→VIRUS UPDATE 4

Residents of Golden Years Nursing and Assisted Living Centre in Cambridge were some of the first to receive COVID-19 vaccinations 
as the region expanded its program beyond frontline workers and long-term care homes. Submitted

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

DESPITE A REPORTED 
SHORTAGE OF vaccine 
supplies, Waterloo Region 
is administering about 600 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
daily at this point.

The region has officially 
administered 5,142 of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 
at Kitchener’s Grand River 
Hospital, chosen as one 
of 17 initial sites in the 
province due to freezer 
capabilities and levels 

of transmission in their 
respective communities.  

The lead of the region’s 
Vaccination Distribution 
Task Force, Waterloo 
Regional Police Deputy 
Chief Shirley Hilton, 
says the team has plans 
of expanding the rollout 
upon arrival of the next 
batch of doses.

“Work is being done 
to increase scheduling 
and appointments as we 
work toward next week, 
mobilizing our clinics 
going into the long-term 

health care homes. That 
scheduling team is work-
ing behind the scenes to 
ensure that the vaccines 
that we have and that we 
will be receiving are being 
scheduled for the clinic 
at Grand River Hospital 
in addition to the mobile 
teams going into the long-
term care homes.”   

The team has indicated 
that they will not be one 
of three locations receiv-
ing the recently approved 
Moderna vaccine, though 
the provincial govern-

ment is starting to make it 
available.

“I spoke with the Prime 
Minister last night about 
the need for more reliable 
vaccine supply to meet our 
rapidly growing capacity. 
Every single day we’re 
getting more and more 
needles into people’s 
arms and protecting more 
and more of our frontline 
health care workers, long-
term care residents and 
most vulnerable. But we’re 
quickly running out,” said 

→ VACCINE 2

Trickling supply of vaccine
Availability is the biggest factor in pace of inoculation in Waterloo Region
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SUPPORT LOCAL SAFELY
LET'S SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES SAFELY BY SHOPPING 
ONLINE, CURBSIDE PICKUP, TAKEOUT, AND DELIVERY.

DON’S MEAT MARKET, ALMONTE

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

A NEW SELF-ISOLATION 
SITE IN Waterloo Region 
will receive an additional 
$4.1 million in funding 
from the federal govern-
ment over the next 15 
months.

Support for the program, 
launched last month, was 
announced Monday by 
Waterloo MP Bardish Chag-
ger, minister of Diversity 
and Inclusion and Youth.

The site provides a 
voluntary self-isolation 
option for those who don’t 
have an appropriate place 
of their own, due perhaps 
to a lack of housing or 
space limitations.

Such issues affect visible 
minorities and low-income 
residents at a dispropor-
tionate rate, Chagger noted 
in a January 11 videocon-
ference.

“I think it’s important 
to acknowledge that for 
some Canadians physi-
cal distancing is not that 
simple. COVID-19 has 
impacted the world, all 
Canadians, and dispropor-
tionately certain segments 
[of the population]. Studies 

Premier Doug Ford in a 
statement. “All of Ontario 
will be out of the Pfizer 
vaccines by the end of next 
week.”   

The premier also called 
on Health Canada to 
approve the Oxford-Astra-
Zeneca vaccine to address 
the shortage in supply of 
Pfizer and Moderna  prod-
ucts in the province.

“Health Canada again, 
please approve AstraZen-
eca – we’re in desperate 
need of it. Please approve 
it. It’s been approved by 
other health agencies 
around the world,” he 
said, adding the rollout of 
current vaccines has been 
great, but more supply is 
desperately needed.

The region, too, is 
waiting on new supplies, 
said Hilton, discussing the 
implications on the vacci-
nation program

“In terms of running out 
of vaccine, we’re operating 
on a supply basis. So, as we 
received the supply this 
week, we have scheduled 
that into appointments for 
the clinic at Grand River 
Hospital, with the goal that 
next week we can start the 
mobilization of the mobile 
team to go into the long-

VACCINE: Shots are being given at a 
faster pace than arrival of new supply

→FROM 1 term care homes,” she 
explained. “We’re always 
scheduling with the goal 
of what we have, and with 
the anticipation of what 
we might get the follow-
ing week, understanding 
that we don’t necessarily 
always have the confir-
mation until just before 
we get the shipment. So, it 
really is a supply issue.”  

The shortage antici-
pated for next week puts 
difficulty on those that 
received their first vacci-
nation and are awaiting 
their second dosage. The 
initial recipients would 
be scheduled to get the 
second shot next week in 
following the 21-day cycle. 

Hilton said the task 
force is confident that the 
region can continue to 
immunize priority popu-
lations as long as supply is 
provided. 

“The greatest obstacle 
right now is supply since 
we can only vaccinate 
using what we have. Our 
current vaccine supply 
is allocated to high-pri-
ority groups most at risk. 
Increasing vaccine supply 
in Waterloo Region will 
allow us to vaccinate these 
groups more quickly,” she 
said.

have shown that individ-
uals from lower-income 
and densely populated 
neighborhoods are dispro-
portionately affected by 
COVID-19,” she said.

A regional study shows 
that visible minorities 
make up 19 per cent of the 
population, but account 
for 63.7 per cent of positive 
tests for COVID-19.

Chagger said the 
numbers reflect the inabil-
ity to social distance and 
self-isolate for members 
of these communities. 
“That’s because people 
from these neighborhoods 
may have more diffi-
culty safely isolating at 
home. Crowded housing 
conditions and restrictive 
[conditions] can make it 

unsafe or impossible to 
self-isolate, increasing the 
risk of community trans-
mission.”

Wang welcomed the 
additional funding for the 
site. 

“We know that close 
contact transmission is 
a major driver of COVID-
19 spread, which is why 
self-isolation is one of 
the key strategies used in 
controlling transmission. 
By self-isolating, you can 
protect those that you live 
with and prevent transmis-
sion of COVID-19 within 
your home. However, I 
recognize that self-iso-
lation is not feasible for 
many in our community. 
Public Health is commit-
ted to protecting the health 

and safety of the residents 
of Waterloo Region, includ-
ing reducing the spread 
and supporting population 
groups facing social and 
economic challenges.” 

“We know that house-
hold transmission is a 
major driver of COVID-19 
spread, especially when 
people cannot self-isolate. 
This funding, to establish a 
voluntary isolation centre 
in our region will greatly 
increase our support of 
residents of Waterloo 
Region when they cannot 
properly self- isolate at 
home,” added regional 
Chair Karen Redman. 

Chagger noted the 
money is coming at this 
point in the pandemic 
because Ottawa only 
received the application at 
the end of 2020.

There are 54 rooms 
at the site that allow for 
proper self-isolation. The 
site itself is a undisclosed 
location, with admittance 
by  referral only.

“We won’t be revealing 
the location of the site to 
protect the privacy and 
safety of the residents who 
may choose to access it,” 
explained Wang.

Feds provide an additional $4.1 million 
for region’s voluntary self-isolation site

In a video conference, Ottawa last week announced an additional 
$4.1 million for a voluntary self-isolation site in Waterloo Region. 
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three Woolwich will provide $45,656 in grants this 
year to community groups, including $11,195 
for Woolwich Community Services, $8,878 
for its youth centre, $11,195 for Community 
Care Concepts and $8,971 for Woolwich 
Counselling Centre. Added Tuesday night 
by councillors was $2,500 for the Three 
Sisters Cultural Centre being developed in 
St. Jacobs.

Yvonne Martin, 67, died Jan. 12 in the 
devastating earthquake that hit Haiti. 
She was the first confirmed Canadian 
casualty of the magnitude-seven quake. 
Martin was part of a team of seven nurses 
from the Kitchener-Waterloo area that 
was in Haiti to conduct medical clin-
ics in the northern part of the country.  
From the Jan. 16, 2010 edition of The Observer

Granting ‘em support From the archives

SAVE
69%

building centre

JL’s Duke St

Shop homehardware.ca5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 • Text JL’s 226.979.1850 and choose JL’s as your home Store.

Pack

Was $6.49

197A19, MEDIUM BASE. 50W OR 100W

3656-626/644

ROUGH 
SERVICE BULBS

No rainchecks. No online orders. We reserve the right to limit quantities.
PACK OF 2

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

WHILE PEOPLE SHOW-
ING SIGNS OF illness are 
encouraged to stay home 
from work, many simply 
can’t afford to miss out 
on the pay that would 
entail. With that in mind, 
regional officials are 
calling on the federal  and 
provincial governments to 
implement 
paid sick 
leave.

“We know 
workplace 
outbreaks 
are a major 
obstacle 
in slowing 
the spread 
of COVID-
19 in our 
community. 
The current 
provincial and federal sick 
leave benefits are either 
unpaid or time restricted 
and that is unacceptable 
in a pandemic,” said 
regional Chair Karen 
Redman of the impetus 
for a motion passed unan-
imously last week by the 

Board of Health argues policy would 
encourage people to stay home when ill

Board of Health.
“Those who don’t have 

access to paid sick time 
may be more likely to 
attend work when they 
have symptoms of COVID-
19 or need to self-isolate,” 
said medical officer of 
health Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang in 
a release. “Research shows 
that access to paid sick 
time can help reduce the 
spread of influenza-like 

illnesses in 
the work-
place.”

Better sick 
leave poli-
cies would 
encourage 
people to 
stay home 
when they’re 
ill or having 
to self-iso-
late, provid-
ing financial 

security, regional officials 
argued.

The motion brought by 
Kitchener Mayor Berry 
Vrbanovic addresses the 
issues that lead people to 
perhaps disregard public 
health suggestions, noting 

Elmira fire station to stay put on Howard Ave.
Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

REPAIRS AND 
UPGRADES PLANNED 
FOR the Elmira fire 
station this year are likely 
the first step in making the 
Howard Avenue building 
a long-term home. That 

Cathy Harrington and Karla Frey of Community Care Concepts, which runs the Meals on Wheels program. Damon MacLean

reverses course from a 
previous plan to move the 
station to a piece of land 
in the new residential 
subdivision on Church 
Street West.

Woolwich’s 2021 budget 
calls for $100,000 for 
new roof on the existing 
structure, and another 

$100,000 for improve-
ments. Eventually, the 
goal is to build an addi-
tion, including a new 
truck bay, training room 
and washroom facilities.

That upgrade would be 
in line with plans for an 
expansion of the Maryhill 
fire station, originally 

budgeted at $700,000 but 
now at $850,000.

A comparable upgrade 
in Elmira would be less 
than the figures discussed 
in 2015 when council 
leaned towards a new 
facility at a cost of at least 
$1.7 million.

This year’s budget calls 

for the start of a “refresh” 
of the fire hall, which was 
last renovated during a 
1970 addition, Thomas van 
der Hoff, the township’s 
acting facilities manager, 
told councillors meet-
ing by video at a special 
budget session January 8.

Coun. Patrick Merlihan, → FIRE HALL 4

who had opposed plans to 
move the station in a 2016 
vote, asked whether the 
Howard Avenue hall was 
part of the long-range plan 
for township facilities.

“We foresee fire being 
there for the long-term, 
based on discussions 

Community Care Concepts gets $120K 
from new Resilient Communities Fund

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

BUDGETS TYPICALLY 
TIGHT AT THE best of 
times, non-profit groups 
such as Community Care 
Concepts are facing extra 
strains during the corona-
virus pandemic. Providing 
them some extra support 
is precisely the rationale of 
the Resilient Communities 

Fund, a newly launched 
$83-million revenue 
stream of the Ontario Tril-
lium Foundation.

Woolwich-based 
Community Care 
Concepts is to receive 
$120,000 from the fund to 
help the agency continue 
its work.

CCC is one of 486 
organizations across the 
province benefitting from 

about $41 million in the 
first round of funding.

Announcing the grant 
last week, Kitchen-
er-Conestoga MPP Mike 
Harris boasted about the 
work the organization 
has done throughout 
the pandemic, while 
maintaining the need 
to support them as we 
continue to move forward.

“We’re continuing to 

focus on ways that we can 
help our non-profits and 
our community organi-
zations, move through 
COVID-19, try and be 
flexible with what’s going 
on. A lot of them have 
had to revamp the way 
they do things, and the 
government will be here 
as a willing partner to help 
them do that,” said Harris. 

→ CCC 4

Region joins push 
for paid sick leave 
to help curb virus

→ SICK LEAVE 5

2021 budget includes renovations and new roof for existing facility, with future plans to build an addition 

“A lot of people don’t 
realize how many work-
ers out there don’t really 
have sick leave. In fact, 
don’t really have many 
benefits. If you work in a 
unionized environment, 
it’s one thing; when 
you’re out there working 
for small employers, it’s a 
completely other.” 

 

Regional Coun. Geoff Lorentz
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with at least one worker 
who has tested positive 
when there’s an outbreak 
declared,” said Wang. 

“An outbreak is declared 
when there have been two 
or more confirmed cases 
in a workplace setting with 
an epidemiological link 
within a 14-day period, 
where at least one of the 
cases could have reason-
ably acquired their infec-
tion within the workplace 
setting.”

Long-term care and 
retirement homes account 
for 17 of the outbreaks.

Many of the active cases 
today are the result of 
residents disregarding 
public health measures, 
said Wang.

“There has been a resur-
gence of cases following 
the holidays provincially 

“Given the complexities of 
COVID and obviously with 
it hanging around a little 
bit longer than we’d all like 
I’m sure, we’re definitely 
going to have to look at 
ways that we can support 
these kinds of community 
organizations that are so 
vital to our communities, 
especially with Commu-
nity Care Concepts being 
very focused on seniors. 
The seniors’ groups are 
a little bit more dispro-
portionally affected by 
COVID-19, so we need to 
make sure we’re looking 
after them.”

Harris says applica-
tions for the first round of 
funding opened in August 
2020 and recipients were 
chosen in the last few 
months.

Cathy Harrington, 
executive director of 
CCC, welcomed the grant, 
saying she was grateful 
to receive the funding 
support while also high-
lighting the issues they 
have faced since the start 
of the pandemic.

“As an essential 
non-profit service that 
supports seniors and 
adults with unique needs 
to live independently in 
their own homes, Commu-
nity Care Concepts of 
Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Wilmot has continued to 
provide direct in-person 
services throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This 
period has challenged 
the organization’s ability 
to respond to increas-
ing demand, increasing 
complexity and diversity 

of needs, reduced staffing 
and volunteer capacity, 
the need for program 
redesign, new infection 
prevention and control 
practices and a reduction 
in both client and fund-
raising revenue,” said 
Harrington in a release.

“This funding will be 
a tremendous support in 
helping our organization 
to build capacity and 
resiliency to meet new 
and emerging needs in the 
aftermath of the pandemic. 
We are thankful for the 
support provided which 
will allow us to research 
and implement innovative 
service-delivery models, 
develop a staff and volun-
teer recruitment strategy, 
adapt infection prevention 
and control practices to 
community-based settings 
and develop a fund devel-
opment strategy that will 
sustain us well into the 
future.” 

The Resilient Commu-
nities Fund provides 
grants up to $150,000 to 
non-profit organizations 
for needs such as mental 
and physical health 
and wellbeing supports 
for staff or volunteers, 
identifying new health 
and safety processes, or 
purchasing new technol-
ogy and personal protec-
tive equipment. Capital 
needs such as renovations 
and facility updates are 
also supported. 

Harris says the govern-
ment will be looking into 
providing more grants 
through the Resilient 
Communities Fund within 
the next year.

CCC: Non-profit agency sees more 
demand, extra hurdles in pandemic

→FROM 1

with the fire staff. It really 
needs a refresh – it’s 50 
years old and hasn’t been 
touched,” said van der 
Hoff.

Township fire chief Dale 
Martin said renovating 
the current building was 
“our best option,” noting 
Elmira firefighters were 
in no rush to leave their 
current home.

 “They were apprehen-
sive in moving in the first 
place,” he said, noting fire-
fighters would be happy 
with some upgrades.

“What we’re planning to 
do to the old station will 
make it every bit as good 
as a brand new station.”

Overall, the depart-
ment’s budget is expected 
to increase about 6.3 per 
cent in 2021, to $2,130,623 
from the  $2,004,843  in 
the 2020 budget. That 

FIRE HALL: Last upgraded in 1970, the 
Howard Ave. building needs more 
work to serve as long-term solution 

→FROM 3 includes a three per cent 
pay raise for firefighters.

Martin noted the 
township has been 
trying to bring pay a bit 
closer to that offered by 
neighbouring townships 
– this year’s raise would 
bring the hourly rate to 
$26.75 from $26 – but 
comparator municipali-
ties are about $8 per hour 
higher.

“At three per cent ... 
we’ll never catch up,” he 
said, noting there’s not 
really any pressure for 
raises from firefighters. 

With the Elmira fire hall 
remaining on Howard 
Avenue, the township will 
explore options for the 
piece of land it owns adja-
cent to the Lunor subdivi-
sion, including partnering 
with a non-profit group to 
build affordable housing 
on the site.

VIRUS UPDATE: Cases climb as stay-at-home orders come into effect
→FROM 1 as well as locally,” she 

noted, adding that the 
increase in cases is not an 
indicator that measures 
such as lockdowns are 
failing. “It is an indication 
that we can’t rely on them 
alone. Without a provin-
cial shutdown, case rates 
and spread would have 
been even higher. We are 
approaching the two-week 
mark of the shutdown. 
Until that point, our case 
rates are reflective of the 
interactions people have 
had two weeks prior.”  

In response, the region 
has been stepping up its 
enforcement efforts, issu-
ing more tickets to those 
failing to follow health 
regulations.

That such steps were 
necessary was disappoint-
ing, said regional Chair 
Karen Redman.

“Although we cannot 
comment specifically 
about these charges as 
they are before the courts, 
I will say how deeply 
disappointed I am in addi-
tion to the mayor of Wool-
wich and many regional 
councillors and residents 
who voice their frustra-
tion at this display of civil 
disobedience. Regional 
staff are working with 
provincial legislation and 
are considering all options 
for the next steps.” 

In terms of reducing 
transmission going 
forward, Wang notes that’s 
possible with adherence to 
public health guidelines.

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, there were 452 
active cases at midweek. 
That catchment area’s 
cumulative total was 
3,300, of which 2,793 

(84.6 per cent) have been 
resolved. There have been 
a total of 55 fatalities since 
the pandemic began.

The province is still 
dealing with a spike as 
the total number jumped 
to 222,023, an increase of 
some 2,900 over the previ-
ous 24 hours.

There have been 5,053 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a fall-
ing mortality rate of 2.3 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
186,829 cases (84.1 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada 
show 80,793 active cases, 
which brings the total to 
674,473 confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 nationwide 
since the pandemic began, 
with 17,233 related deaths, 
a mortality rate of 2.6 per 
cent.

by Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

DEMAND HAS BEEN 
LIGHT FOR assistance 
under the Woolwich 
Residents Support 
Fund (WRSF), but that’s 
expected to change as the 
pandemic drags on and 
other supports start to fall 
off.

The fund was launched 
last April by Woolwich 
Community Services 
in conjunction with the 
township as officials 
looked to help those who 
were struggling during 
the first provincial lock-
down. 

In total, about $75,000 
has been collected for 
the donation-driven 
fund over the past nine 
months. Despite all that 
has gone on since COVID-
19 started, however, not 
many people have put in 
requests to access fund-
ing.

Kelly Christie, execu-
tive director of WCS, said 
she expects that to change 
over time. 

“We’re very grateful 
that money is available 

WCS expects more requests for assistance 
from Woolwich Residents Support Fund

to support residents in 
our community. The 
need for financial assis-
tance due to the impact 
of COVID is going to be 
more long-term than 
absolutely immediate 
today. … Quite often, 
people don’t reach out for 
support until absolutely 
necessary – they tried to 
do it on their own, and 
then there was a lot of 
financial support from 
different levels of govern-
ment. So, we’ve only had 
a couple requests for the 
funding. And, as I say, we 
anticipate that money 
will be well used later 
on this year and moving 
forward,” said Christie. 

She says there are a few 
applications on her desk 
for review, but after being 
done with them, she 
expects only $1,500 will 
have been distributed at 
that point.

Christie cites the 
Canada Emergency 
Response Benefit (CERB) 
and other government 
support programs that 
emerged last year as the 
reason so few requests 
were made.

Those eligible for the 
fund must be a resident 
of Woolwich Township, 
be experiencing a family 
crisis and/or have a family 
member experiencing a 
crisis, have no means of 
financial support to cover 
the cost of the service or 
unique needs, and be able 
to provide documenta-
tion on current financial 
situation. 

Once an application is 
submitted, it is reviewed 
by WCS and Community 
Care Concepts (CCC), 
which then makes a 
decision.

For those who are able 
to help, Christie asks 
people to consider donat-
ing to the fund so more 
people can be supported 
as time goes on.

To donate, residents 
can click on the donate 
now button on the WCS 
website, mail a donation 
to 5 Memorial Ave. (citing 
the fund in the memo 
of the cheque), or by 
dropping off the cheque 
to WCS or CCC (making 
the cheque out to WCS 
and citing the fund in the 
memo).

Christie encourages 
residents to reach out if 
they need it and to reach 
out to them or partner 
organizations within the 
township.

“Please ask for assis-
tance, whether it’s finan-
cial assistance or any kind 
of support during this 
pandemic, because we’re 
not sure what people’s 
needs are, and that if they 
can make that call –call 
one of the local agencies, 
ourselves, Community 
Care Concepts, or Wool-
wich Counselling, [or] the 
health care centre – we’re 
all there to support them. 
We can problem-solve 
with them and make 
sure that they have the 
resources they need,” she 
added.

The fund is admin-
istered by WCS, but 
can also be accessed by 
contacting CCC, the Wool-
wich Community Health 
Centre, or Woolwich 
Counselling Centre.

For more information, 
visit woolwichcom-
munityservices.org/
woolwich-residents-sup-
port-fund.

The township will be upgrading the Elmira fire station this year, with future plans for an addition to the building. Damon MacLean
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Adhering to public 
health guidelines, 
Waterloo Regional Police 
skipped the usual cere-
monies in welcoming 
16 new officers to their 
ranks on December 31.

The members of Recruit 
Class #104 were sworn 
in with three private 
ceremonies. Sixteen 
new constables recently 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Waterloo Regional Police welcome 16 new officers
completed their basic 
training at the Ontario 
Police College and have 
received their police 
badges. 

“Even though friends 
and family members 
couldn’t join us today due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, 
we know they are proud 
of each and every one of 
you,” said Bryan Larkin, 

Chief of Police. “I encour-
age you to make this your 
career and take every 
opportunity to chart your 
own path. Your future 
is bright. Know that you 
have the support of your 
fellow colleagues as 
you embark on the next 
phase of your policing 
career.”

These new officers 

bring experience from a 
variety of former careers, 
including roles as an 
auxiliary constable, civil 
engineer, medical first 
responder, conservation 
authority security officer, 
personal trainer, medi-
cal first responder, child 
and youth worker, and 
members of the Canadian 
Armed Forces.

DECEMBER 31

8:34 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to Queens Bush Road 
in Wellesley for a theft 
report. Sometime between 
midnight and 7 a.m., an 
unknown person(s) cut a 
lock off a cage at a busi-
ness site and stole 10 
propane tanks. The inves-
tigation remains ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact 
police at 519-570-9777.

12:59 PM | A complainant 
reported to police that 
unknown individuals on 
snowmobiles entered the 
golf course property, located 
on Erbs Road in Wilmot 
Township, and damaged the 
fairways, greens and tees. 
The investigation remains 
ongoing. Anyone with infor-
mation is encouraged to 
contact police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

JANUARY 3

8:18 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to Hutchison Road in 
Wellesley Township for 
a report of a break-at a 
commercial business. 
Sometime the previous 
day, unknown suspects 
entered the property and 
entered company vehicles 
and a trailer. The investi-
gation is ongoing.  Anyone 
with information is 
encouraged to contact 

police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

JANUARY 4

10:18 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to the area of 
Bethel Road and Puddi-
combe Road in Wilmot 
for a single-vehicle colli-
sion involving a deer. The 
vehicle sustained minor 
damage. No charges were 
laid. 

JANUARY 6

6:00 AM | Perth County 
OPP  responded to a 
report that a vehicle had 
been stolen from a resi-
dence on Norfolk Street 
in Millbank. The suspect 
had taken advantage 
of the situation where a 
pickup truck had been 
left unlocked while it was 
warming up. The owner 
saw the vehicle leaving the 
driveway, and contacted 
police immediately. It 
was located abandoned 
nearby, and the suspect 
was believed to have been 
picked up by a white or 
silver passenger vehicle. 
Police remind resident to 
keep vehicles locked at 
all times, and never leave 
keys in the vehicle. Anyone 
with information regard-
ing this or any incident is 
asked to call the OPP at 
1-888-310-1122 or online 
at www.opp.ca/report-
ing. Call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or 

leave an anonymous online 
message at http://hc-cs.ca 
where you may be eligible 
to receive a cash reward of 
up to $2,000.

2:00 PM | Two people 
have been arrested after 
they were found in a stolen 
vehicle. Perth County OPP 
received a traffic complaint 
on Perth Road 121, south 
of Millbank. The vehicle 
eventually stopped on the 
roadway when it ran out of 
gas, and officers located 
two occupants inside. The 
investigation revealed that 
the white cargo van and the 
licence plates were stolen. 
The driver and passenger 
were both arrested at the 
scene. A 32-year-old Kitch-
ener man was charged with 
‘fail to comply with proba-
tion officer,’ ‘failure to 
comply with release order,’ 
‘possession of property 
obtained by crime under 
$5,000’ (two counts)  and 
‘possession of over 30 
grams of cannabis in a 
public place.’ A 27-year-
old Waterloo woman was 
charged with ‘possession 
of property obtained by 
crime under $5,000’ (two 
counts) and ‘drive motor 
vehicle - no licence.’ The 
accused parties were 
released from custody and 
is scheduled to appear at 
the Ontario Court of Justice 
in Stratford at a later date to 
answer to the charges.

4:47 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 

to Arthur Street South in 
Elmira for a collision involv-
ing four vehicles. A vehicle 
slowed down for traffic 
congestion and was struck 
from behind. The collision 
cause a multiple fender 
bender collision. Minor 
injuries were sustained. 
Charges are pending. 

JANUARY 8

4:55 PM | Police received 
a theft report from a 
commercial business on 
First Street East in Elmira. 
The complainant advised 
that an unknown suspect 
entered the premise 
and stole property. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information is 
asked to contact police at 
519-570-9777 or 1-800-
222-8477. 

JANUARY 12

6:55 AM | Wellington 
County OPP responded 
along with Centre Welling-
ton Fire and Rescue 
and Guelph-Wellington 
Paramedic Services to 
a serious single-vehicle 
collision on Highway 6, 
just south of Fergus. The 
preliminary investigation 
revealed that the driver of 
a southbound sport utility 
vehicle (SUV) lost control, 
entered the west ditch 
and rolled over several 
times. The driver was 
transported to a trauma 
centre in Hamilton with 
serious injuries.

New Year’s
Resolution 

Promotion  

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

For wills & powers of attorney 
completed between Dec. 1/20. 
and Jan. 31/21.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 

 $25 OFFPER
PERSON

Wellesley & District Lions Club would like to thank 
everyone who made our 2020 Tree of Lights Campaign 
a success.  Your support is greatly appreciated and will 
make a difference in our community! 100% of the funds 
donated will go to support Meals on Wheels & Wellesley 
Family Resource Fund, which is administered by
Community Care Concepts.

Please visit the Wellesley & District Lions 
Facebook page for a list of donors. 

Our campaign wraps up at the end of January. Any 
additional donations can be made through e-transfer to 
wellionstreeoflight@gmail.com or cheques can be made 
payable to Tree of Lights and mailed to Wellesley Lions 
Club P.O. Box 281 Wellesley, ON N0B 2T0.  For tax receipts 
or with questions about the Tree of Lights Campaign 
please email wellionstreeoflight@gmail.com.

Thanks to our local businesses; CIBC, Pym’s Village Market, 
Wellesley Service Centre (Esso), Schmidtsville Restaurant, 
Wellesley Home Hardware & Wellesley Apple Products for 
displaying our donation boxes as well as the organizers 
and participants in the Santa Run.

TREE OF LIGHTS 
CAMPAIGN 2020

Wellesley & District Lions Club

CAFÉ HOURS: Wed.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

Honey Lime Chicken or Hot Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Lunches
Wed & Thurs 11am-4pm

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Roast Beef or Chicken Cordon Bleu includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinners
Fri & Sat 3:30-7:30pm

pre-order

reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

January 13th - 16th

Real news. Real reporting. 
Stories you won't find anywhere else.

Trusted local news 
for twenty-five years.

current supports are 
limited at best. 

“These programs 
generally either simply 
allow them to stay at 
home without pay, or 
give them some limited 
access to funding for an 
initial incident. But if, for 
example, you’re required 
to self-isolate a second or 
third time, those bene-
fits aren’t in place. And 
that obviously becomes a 
concern,” said Vrbanovic 
at the board meeting 
January 6. “If we look at 
it from a purely statistical 
point of view, we know 
that consistently data has 

shown that some of our 
most vulnerable citizens 
are in fact susceptible 
to COVID-19. And yet, 
they’re typically the least 
able to afford to stay 
home without pay if they 
fall ill.”

Added regional Coun. 
Geoff Lorentz, “A lot of 
people don’t realize how 
many workers out there 
don’t really have sick 
leave. In fact, don’t really 
have many benefits. If you 
work in a unionized envi-
ronment, it’s one thing; 
when you’re out there 
working for small employ-
ers, it’s a completely 
other.”

The regional motion is 
in keeping with similar 
moves by other municipal 
organization, includ-
ing the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario, 
Mayors and Regional 
Chairs of Ontario, Cana-
dian Municipalities’ Big 
Mayors’ Caucus.  

Redman has also been 
vocal in support of the 
motion noting high levels 
of transmission.

“Dr. Wang presented 
evidence that workplace 
outbreaks are the major 
obstacle in slowing the 
spread of COVID-19 in our 
community, and yet the 
current provincial and 

federal sick leave benefits 
are either unpaid or time 
restricted. And we feel 
that that’s inappropri-
ate during a pandemic. 
Without paid sick bene-
fits, people are more 
likely to go to work when 
they have symptoms of 
COVID-19 or when they 
should be self-isolating, 
unpaid or limited sick 
benefits might not cover 
recommended self-iso-
lation days and put some 
workers in a difficult 
financial position. This 
motion adds our voice to 
numerous other munici-
palities pressing for better 
benefits,” she said.

SICK LEAVE: Other municipalities, groups also pushing for paid sick days
→FROM 3
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get  
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

Opinion “Health experts have said loud and clear: 
paid sick days save lives. It is appalling 
that Ford’s government continues to refuse 
to act on this common-sense advice.”  
Ontario Federation of Labour president Patty Coates calls 
for guaranteed paid sick days.

Employment fell by 63,000 (-0.3%) in 
December, the first decline since April. 
By December, 1.1 million Canadian 
workers were affected by the COVID-
19 economic shutdown – in the form 
of lost employment or reduced hours 
– compared with 5.5 million in April. 
Statistics Canada

Verbatim The Monitor

I f you’re reading this, there’s a good chance you’re at 
home. Or should be.

As of today (Thursday) Ontario is under a state of emer-
gency, with a stay-at-home order in effect. The provincial 

government requires everyone to stay home with the excep-
tion of essential workers. Exiting your home is restricted to 
essentials such as going to the likes of a grocery store, phar-
macy or medical appointment. 

The province argues the move is necessary to counter the 
rapid increase in COVID-19 cases, which could reach 20,000 
per day by next month if the spread is left unchecked. The 
number of coronavirus-related deaths continues to rise and 
is expected to double from 50 to 100 deaths per day between 
now and the end of February. Hospitalization rates are 
increasing, and the government says intensive care units 
could be overwhelmed by that time.

The immediate goal is to limit interactions with people 
outside your household. In addition to limiting outings to 
essential trips, all businesses must ensure that any employee 
who can work from home, does work from home.

This is yet another in a long line of hardships we’ve faced 
since COVID-19 entered the picture in a big way 10 months ago 
– the first provincial emergency period came into effect Mar. 
17, 2020 and remained in place until July 24 – and it won’t be 
the last. Vaccines are being rolled out, but so far only a minor 
number of people have been inoculated: about 130,000 at the 
time the new emergency order was announced. 

The number of those vaccinated will have to increase by 
a huge amount for the vaccines to have any impact on the 
situation. That’s beyond the province’s purview, however, as 
Ontario awaits allocations from Ottawa, which in turn awaits 
a huge increase in the production and distribution of the 
approved vaccines.

In the meantime, it falls to the most basic precaution – 
avoiding contact with others – to slow the spread. 

That, of course, comes at a cost. Leaving aside the mental-
health impacts of isolation, which experts remind us are 
a very real concern, there are huge financial implications. 
Those aren’t limited to the massive deficits being assumed 
by federal and provincial governments providing relief to 
residents, but apply right down to the household level. Then 
there are the small businesses, many of which have already 
succumbed to the economic downturn, while others teeter on 
the brink of the current lockdown and, now, state of emer-
gency.

The government measures are in essence picking winners 
and losers: there are some stores allowed to remain open 
while others are forced to close. The longer the crisis drags on, 
the more businesses risk falling by the wayside. 

Getting back to our normal lives means getting the virus 
under control. Initially, that meant lockdowns, however 
unsustainable. The situation improved during the summer, 
but COVID-19 cases are now at their highest levels. An effec-
tive vaccine is the only potential solution, which makes that 
program the most pressing issue today, bar none.

This week’s new provincial regulations push us farther away 
from normal, however.

In hotspots such as the GTA, the resumption of in-class 
lessons at schools has been delayed until at least February 
10. Waterloo Region is not on the list, but learning remains 
remote until January 25. And, just as the region was behind 
some others in advancing to a “red” level on the provincial 
scale, the escalating number of cases here could make is so 
that we join the likes of Toronto, York, Peel, Hamilton and 
Windsor-Essex.

The new restrictions will certainly accelerate so-called 
coronavirus fatigue, but the more everyone works to slow the 
spread, the sooner the draconian measures will end. Doing 
the right thing isn’t always easy, and we’ll be putting that to 
the test again starting today.

Our COVID fatigue now 
getting put to a bigger test

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Triage is always crude and 
messy, and there are always 

mistakes, but the goal is to save 
as many lives as possible in an 
emergency where there are not 
enough medical resources to 
save everybody. That certainly 
applies to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and there is certainly 
rough-and-ready triage going 
on right now in hospitals across 
the world.

But there is also some-
thing approximating to triage 
happening with regard to 
vaccines in the United King-
dom now. The estimable Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, director of 
the U.S. National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
for almost half his life, was 
denouncing it on the media 
only the other day. But just this 
once, he may be wrong.

Britain was one of the first 
countries to start vaccinat-
ing people last month when 
the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine 
became available (December 
8), and it now has been the first 
to administer the AstraZeneca 
vaccine, but both require a 
second shot three weeks after 
the first. 

At the same time, however, 
the UK has been ground zero for 
the new strain of the COVID-
19 virus, romantically named 
VUI/202012/01 (or B.1.1.7 for 
short). More than half the 
world’s reported infections 

Trying to make sense of vaccine triage
ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

are there, and the reason it’s 
spreading so fast is that it’s 
three times more infectious 
than the older variant.

Daily infections in the UK 
tripled in three weeks, and now 
regularly exceed 60,000. Deaths 
from COVID-19 are now well 
over 1,000 a day, and may stay 
up there until a sufficient frac-
tion of the population has been 
vaccinated. Therefore the faster 
the vaccinations can be done, 
the fewer people will die or 
suffer ‘long COVID’ symptoms.

So the chief medical officer 
of England, Professor Chris 
Whitty, and his counterparts 
in Scotland, Wales and North-
ern Ireland took a brave and 
potentially momentous deci-
sion. They announced that the 
scheduled second shot of the 
vaccine would be postponed 
to 12 weeks after the first for 
everybody who hadn’t already 
had it – effectively, for almost 
everybody in the country.

The advantage of doing it that 
way is obvious. Whatever speed 
the vaccinations are being done 
at, you will be processing twice 
as many people in the same 
time if you don’t have to devote 
half your resources to giving 
second shots at the same time.

In England, under Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s 
government, that may be no 
better than Donald Trump’s 
pathetic ‘warp speed’ vacci-
nation program in the United 
States, which promised 20 
million inoculations by the 
end of December and managed 
about four million.

From foolishly delayed lock-
downs to a shambolic test-and-
trace program that still doesn’t 
work, the British government 
has failed every test it was set. 
The United Kingdom still leads 
the United States by a hair in 
the race for the coveted world 
title of Second-Worst COVID 
Death Rate for a Large Devel-
oped Country – Italy still leads 
the field – but all the more 
reason to speed up the vaccina-
tions.

Now, the obvious draw-
back with this one-shot-now, 
one-shot-12-weeks-later 
approach is that nobody is 
getting the full protection that 
would come with a booster 
shot after only three weeks. Or 
at least that’s the consensus, 
although you can find research-
ers who argue that later is 
better.

Professor Andrew Pollard of 
the UK’s Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation 
is one of them. 

“If you have a longer gap 

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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Editor's 
Point of View

Insurrection was the predictable outcome of  
Trumpism and decades of attacks from the right

Trump’s administration, 
though he does take 
the cake for outright 
lying. Those who vote 
for right-leaning parties 
usually do so against 
their own self-interest, 
so it requires a great deal 
of lies, appeals to base 
instincts (racism, sexism, 
etc.) and fear-mongering, 
with the three usually tied 
together into a package, 
augmented by fraud, voter 
suppression, gerryman-
dering and a host of other 
anti-democratic tricks.

The riot that erupted in 
Washington on January 
6 was the culmination 
of years of intention-
ally fomented distrust, 
hammered home by 
repeated lies about the 
2020 election having been 

stolen. While some of the 
politicians mouthing the 
lies undoubtedly knew the 
truth, they counted on the 
ignorance of their support-
ers to embrace the lies as 
reality. That’s just what the 
thousands who stormed 
the Capitol actually did.

Trump set the stage 
even before the election, 
claiming that if he lost it 
would be due to cheating 
or fraud. Having lost to 
Joe Biden, he immedi-
ately declared the election 
rigged, a lie he repeats to 
this very day. 

In the immediate wake 
of the election, with 
Trump neither conceding 
nor acknowledging reality, 
his supporters in Congress 
and the administration 
joined their voices to his, 
with others complicit in 
their silence. What was 
the harm, they asked, in 
humouring the president 
until he came to terms 

with the loss? Well, the 
harm was on clear display 
last week.

With Democrats and 
some Republicans call-
ing for Trump’s ouster, 
those supporting Trump 
now decry the moves as 
divisive, making hypo-
critical appeals for unity. 
Critics aren’t buying the 
road-to-Damascus conver-
sions.

“It’s an open and shut 
case. The president incited 
a violent insurrection 
against another branch 
of the U.S. government. 
He needs to leave office 
immediately — either 
via resignation, the 25th 
Amendment or impeach-
ment. His most egregious 
enablers — such as Sens. 
Josh Hawley (R.-Mo.) 
and Ted Cruz (R.-Tex.) — 
should be either censured 
or expelled for violating 
their oaths to protect 
and defend the Constitu-

tion,” writes conservative 
commentator Max Boot in 
the Washington Post.

Trump’s incitement of 
the mob, abetted by many 
in the minutes, days, 
months and years leading 
up to the insurrection, 
was just the latest in his 
assaults on democracy, 
an authoritarian/fascist 
tendency long a part of 
his modus operandi, 
and indeed of right-wing 
politics. 

With Trump’s encour-
agement, the extremism 
bubbled over.

Since the launch of his 
campaign, Trump has 
displayed many of the 
hallmarks of fascism with 
its demagoguery and blus-
ter, to go along with plat-
itudes about making the 
country great again and 
his scapegoating of certain 
ethnic groups – charges of 
racism, sexism and a vari-
ety of other unpleasant 

traits seem to roll right off 
him – but appeal remains 
that he’s not a mainstream 
politician. (Trump’s claim 
that “antifa people” were 
to blame for the riots make 
for an apt comparison to 
the Reichstag fire, another 
page taken from the fascist 
playbook.)

Fascism is about an 
inspired and seemingly 
strong leader who prom-
ises moral renewal, new 
glory and revenge. It is 
about the replacement 
of rational debate with 
feelings, of grievance or 
otherwise. That’s why 
the lies, half-truths and 
fabrications by Trump 
have no impact on his 
followers – even those who 
know he’s lying don’t care. 
In the end, he hates those 
who they hate, particu-
larly minorities and elites 
his supporters believe look 
down on them as deplor-
ables. That Trump’s posi-
tions are unconstitutional, 
illegal, unaffordable or 
just plain crazy doesn’t 
matter.

In short, many who 
support Trump – more 
than 74 million people 
voted for him despite 
knowing exactly what kind 
of person he is – would 
rather have an autocracy 
than a democracy, fine 
with the many attempts, 
legal and not, Trump 
made to overturn the 
results of the November 3 
election.

Trump himself has 
always been a would-be 
authoritarian. From the 
very start of his presi-
dency, he’s praised and 
courted dictators. It’s a 
list led by Russia’s Vlad-
imir Putin, to whom 
Trump has repeatedly 
kowtowed. Then there’s 
his love affair with North 
Korean dictator Kim Jung 
Un. Trump embraced 
President Rodrigo Dute-
rte of the Philippines, 

The more things change, the more things stay the same ...

Last week’s attempted 
insurrection in Wash-

ington should have come 
as no surprise to anyone 
– it’s what the Trump pres-
idency has been building 
towards. 

That being said, the 
foundation was in place 
long before Trump came 
along, as Republicans 
in particular have been 
undermining government 
– and the people’s faith 
therein – since Reagan’s 
time.

As Nobel-laureate Paul 
Krugman notes in a New 
York Times column this 
week, Republicans long 
ago embraced nutjobs and 
conspiracy theorists once 
on the fringe and now 
central to the party.

“This coddling of the 
crazies was, at first, almost 
entirely cynical. When the 
G.O.P. began moving right 
in the 1970s its true agenda 
was mainly economic — 
what its leaders wanted, 
above all, were business 
deregulation and tax 
cuts for the rich. But the 
party needed more than 
plutocracy to win elec-
tions, so it began courting 
working-class whites with 
what amounted to thinly 
disguised racist appeals,” 
he writes.

“So what has changed 
since then? For a long 
time Republican elites 
imagined that they 
could exploit racism and 
conspiracy theorizing 
while remaining focused 
on a plutocratic agenda. 
But with the rise first of 
the Tea Party, then of 
Donald Trump, the cynics 
found that the crazies 
were actually in control, 
and that they wanted to 
destroy democracy, not 
cut tax rates on capital 
gains.”

Conservatives, in partic-
ular, have been guilty of 
speaking untruths to hide 
their true intentions, a 
pattern that long predates →KANNON 8



8  |  O P I N I O N THE OBSERVER | Thursday, January 14, 2021

STEVE  
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Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Going in leaps and bounds for old time’s sake

it puts a smile on your 
face, for it reminds you 
of those long-ago days 
when you could convince 
your younger sibling to do 
exactly the same thing but 
with much more comical 
results. But watching a 
graceful and athletic dog 
run is also a dangerous 
thing, because they make 
it look so easy.

I’m not saying it 
happens right away, but 
eventually, you get it 
in your head that you 
used to be able to do the 
same thing and that you 
were just as athletic. 
This is further proof that 
memory is the first thing 
to go.

Eventually, you’ll 
convince yourself that the 
log ahead of you is only 
a small log. Then, after 
watching your dog leap 
over a dozen or so just like 

it, you think, you could 
use a bit of that type of 
exercise too – if only for 
old time’s sake. You actu-
ally begin to believe that, 
despite your age, this sort 
of thing can’t do you any 
harm. And, let me tell you, 
it doesn’t hurt that no one 
is watching either.

So, you call the dog in 
and you watch it, once 
again, leap like a gazelle 
over this low, blown-down 
tree and land silently in 
the snow on the other side. 

Then, as she bounds off 
gleefully, you gauge the 
log, look at the landing 
strip on the other side 
and, finally, step back a 
few feet. After that, you 
take one more furtive look 
around, just to ensure you 
are not about to go viral.

You hesitate only for 
a moment, but then you 
remind yourself that 
you used to do this sort 
of thing all the time, a 
mere 40 or so years ago. 
So, you charge forward, 
leap in the air, clear the 

log and, in that fleeting 
millisecond, remember 
the famous saying “You 
don’t need a parachute to 
sky-dive. You just need 
a parachute to sky-dive 
twice.”

What follows is what 
some people would gener-
ously call a rough landing. 
When you look up, you see 
your dog looking at you 
with a mixture of fascina-
tion and encouragement. 
Oh, and happiness too 
– because the best thing 
about a good dog is that 
they want everyone to get 
in on the fun.

You then pet her  behind 
the ears, get up, dust 
yourself off and smile. In 
that moment, it occurs to 
you that you are no spring 
chicken anymore. You 
also realize that there are 
things your young pup can 
do that you never will be 
able to do again. 

But then look down and 
think, ‘maybe so, but let’s 
see her make a snow angel 
like that.’

Now that we are living 
under the all-en-

compassing umbrella of 
COVID-19 and winter, 
I have an actual excuse 
for spending time alone 
outside. Interestingly, 
everyone I know happily 
accepts this – except for 
my springer spaniel Rosie. 
She is not having any of it.

Because of this, I spend 
most early mornings 
roaming a nearby wood-
lot with her. My goal is to 
wear down the inexhaust-
ible energy reserve that 
she accumulates over a 
nighttime of inactivity. I 
have yet to achieve this.

Watching a young 
spaniel run in the woods 
is a lesson in vigour and 
youthfulness. Rosie, for 
instance, will not run 
around anything she can 
leap over.  She will be six 
inches from the end of 
a blown down log and 
instead of veering slightly 
to run around it, over it 
she goes.

It is endearing and 

 �There should be 
no exceptions to 
COVID-19 rules

To the Editor,
I am writing regarding 

Trinity Bible Chapel’s 
defiance of protocols 
dictated by health authori-
ties by continually holding 
church services the past 

between that first and 
second dose,” he told 
the Guardian, “then the 
strength of the booster 
tends to be stronger. 
...That’s what we see with 
almost every other vaccine 
that’s ever been tested.”

There certainly is an 
element of triage in this. 
A few people who don’t 
get their second shot on 
the original schedule may 
contract the virus and die 
while waiting 12 weeks for 
the booster. However, a 

lot more people will avoid 
dying from COVID-19, 
because twice as many will 
have received that single 
shot in the same time. 

There is now a steady 
stream of spokespersons 
for the pharmaceutical 
firms that produced these 
vaccines publicly warning 
that there is ‘no evidence’ 
that a single shot gives 
protection for more than 
three weeks. Of course 
there isn’t. All the tests 
were done with a second 
shot after just three weeks, 

DYER: Vaccine doses likely to be spread out in order to reach more people
→FROM 6

two weeks.  
Regarding COVID-19 

rule-breakers,  the police 
have stated “our goal is 
always not to issue charges 
but to educate and to gain 
compliance.” We have 
been in this pandemic 
long enough to know 
what is expected of us and 
therefore there should 
be no need to educate 
anyone. Everyone attend-

Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Free blood pressure  
 monitoring

• Free blood sugar
 monitor training

• Medication review 
 Meds-Check

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

$3.29

ROUND ROAST       

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$3.99 /lbREGULAR BOLOGNA

$4.99
/lb Reg.$5.89 /lb

BONELESS BEEF 

DELI SLICED
/lb

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

Three Course Dinner
for $32.00 / person

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.caCall or Email 
to Pre-Order

Available Jan 21, 22, 23
(Sorry no Haggis)

Course 1: Cockie-Leekie 
(Scottish Chicken Leek soup)

Course 2: Roast Leg of Lamb with sage & 
mint jus, Roasted Tatties, Neeps, n Greens

Course 3: Wee Raspberry-Whisky Trifle 
(Virgin version available) 

Robbie Burns Day 
Prix Fixe 3 course Menu

an authoritarian who’s 
accused of arranging the 
killings of hundreds or 
even thousands of drug 
users, sellers and other 
alleged criminals, along 
with a range of human 
rights abuses. He’s made 
overtures to Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, who’s been erod-
ing Turkey’s democracy 

ing these services should 
be charged – no more pats 
on the wrist! 

Thankfully, online 
church services are avail-
able to those wishing to be 
in compliance. 

What kind of message 
are we sending to the 
general public by not 
charging them? If they 
can do it, what’s keeping 
me from having a party, 

inviting everyone to bring 
a bible, say a prayer and 
call it a church service? 
You are telling the general 
public that you can defy 
the law and you  may or 
may not be charged.

We need some “tough 
love” here! Let’s enforce 
these rules for everyone’s 
safety.

Annette Kuhn
ST. CLEMENTS

KANNON: Trump's authoritarian bent has always been plain to see
→FROM 7

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

as he sets the stage for a 
dictatorship. 

Trump praised Egyp-
tian President Abdel 
Fatah al-Sissi, who was 
accused of killing oppo-
nents and curtailing free-
doms, saying he’s doing a 
“fantastic job.” Trade-war 
bluster notwithstand-
ing, Trump has had kind 
words for President Xi 
Jinping of China, another 

authoritarian ruler 
opposed to democracy 
and human rights.

There’s a pattern there 
that should be part of 
any analysis of Trump’s 
post-election attempts to 
undermine democracy in 
the United States.

In the meantime, pros-
ecuting those responsible 
for the riot, particularly 
the politicians right up 

to Trump who set the 
stage for it, has to be the 
top priority. An impeach-
ment conviction would 
preclude Trump from 
running again, though 
perhaps not continuing 
the grift of soliciting funds 
from gullible marks. The 
historical record must, 
however, be clear about 
Trump’s high crimes and 
misdemeanours.

so how could there be?
However, it’s just as 

true to say that there is no 
evidence that the vaccine’s 
protection fails after three 
weeks, and a lot more 
relevant. The lawyers told 
those spokespersons to 
say what they said in order 
to protect the firms from 
possible lawsuits, but it 
would be almost unprec-
edented in the history of 
vaccines if the single shot’s 
protection were to fail so 
quickly.

That’s not how vaccines 

work.
Short-term efficacy 

from the first dose of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 
is around 90 per cent; for 
the AstraZeneca jab, it’s 70 
per cent. As Prof. Pollard 
said, “From three weeks 
after the first dose, we’re 
not seeing anyone who’s 
vaccinated admitted to 
the hospital or developing 
severe disease.”

In a pandemic, this 
radical measure is just 
common sense, and others 
should take heed.

 ↆ Join the conversation. Send letters to the editor by emailing editor@woolwichobserver.com or online at observerxtra.com/letters. See page 7 for details.

Real news. Real reporting. 
Stories you won't find anywhere else.

Trusted local news 
for twenty-five years.
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

Business There were 6,492 residential homes sold 
through the Multiple Listing System of the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Association of Realtors 
in 2020, an increase of 9% compared to 
2019. In December, the average sale price 
of all residential properties sold in 2020 
increased by 14.4% to $634,545 compared 
to 2019. Detached homes sold for an aver-
age price of $755,618, an increase of 11.9%.

The Conference Board of Canada forecasts 
that real gross domestic product (GDP) will 
grow 5.3% in 2021 and 3.5% in 2022 respec-
tively. The growth forecasts for the next 
two years follow an estimated economic 
contraction of 5.3% in 2020, one of the 
deepest recessions in modern times. 

Home prices up again Growth in the forecast
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DID YOU KNOW THAT PHYSIOTHERAPY CAN 
HELP WITH BALANCE AND DIZZINESS?

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East

To learn more join us virtually for our Balance & Dizziness Webinar 

on Wednesday Jan 20th at 4:30PM. Hosted by Melissa Norris and Ryan Wark.

Visit our website and click on “Virtual Workshops” tab or call our clinic to register!

Along with rate cuts, the Ontario Energy Board has OK'd Waterloo North Hydro's cuts to distribution rates. Submitted

Electricity rate decreases offset by cuts 
to provincial subsidies

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

RECENT PROVINCIAL 
CHANGES WILL SEE 
some shuffling of line 
items on your hydro bill, 
but the amount owing will 
decrease only slightly – 
while rates are declining, 
so too are subsidies.

The Ontario Energy 
Board (OEB) announced 
that regulated price 
plan (RPP) rates – which 
include time of use (TOU) 
pricing and tiered pric-
ing – would be going 
down in mid-December 
to reflect changes in the 
cost of supplying electric-
ity. However, the Ontario 

Energy Rebate – a pre-tax 
credit that appears on the 
bottom of bills – would 
also be reduced from 
33.2 per cent to 21.2 per 
cent. This change would 
effectively nullify savings 
for the average user of 700 
kilowatt-hours.

Despite the lack of 
savings coming from RPP 
rates, some electricity 
customers in Waterloo 
Region are set to see mini-
mal savings on their bills 
starting this month after 
Waterloo North Hydro 
(WNH) got approval from 
the OEB to reduce their 
distribution rates. 

That change will provide 
residential customers with 

an average savings of $0.16 
per month. Small- and 
medium-sized businesses 
will also benefit from the 
changes as businesses 
using 2,000 kilowatt-hours 
will see a decrease of 23 
cents per month and 
those using 100,000 
kilowatt-hours will see a 
decrease of $13.02.

Jeff Quint, manager 
of energy efficiency and 
corporate communica-
tions at WNH, said the 
company has worked to 
keep rates affordable while 
maintaining a high level of 
service and they are happy 
to be able to help during 
this difficult time. 

“We have been impacted →WNH 10

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

ALONG WITH THE 
HOSPITALITY INDUS-
TRY, the recreation 
sector was hit particularly 
hard by the coronavirus 
pandemic and the asso-
ciated restrictions and 
lockdowns. With gyms 
and other fitness centres 
closed, many people 
working from home or 
furloughed took to the 
great outdoors – hiking, 
for instance, provides a 
safer outlet, even if the 
weather is not as cooper-
ative as in the spring and 
summer.

With that in mind, the 
Grand River Conservation 
Authority has tried to limit 
the shutdown of its parks 
through the months since 
the pandemic struck last 
March. 

In the current lockdown, 
the province deemed 
outdoor recreation centres 
as essential, allowing them 
to remain open. The GRCA 
continues to operate six 
of its locations: Belwood 
Lake, Guelph Lake, Laurel 
Creek, Pinehurst Lake, 
Rockwood and Shade’s 
Mills. All of the GRCA’s 
indoor conservation sites 
remain closed for the fore-
seeable future. Trails also 
remain open, but winter 
maintenance is currently 
paused. 

Winter activities such 
as cross-country skiing 
remain an option, but are 
weather dependent. The 
GRCA offers cross-country 
skiing and snoweshoeing 
at Laurel Creek, Pinehurst 
Lake and Shade’s Mills 
conservation areas when 
conditions allow, but 

due to limited snowfall, 
conditions are not yet 
suitable for some of these 
activities, the agency said 
in a release. 

Like all operations, there 
have been some changes 
to the GRCA’s winter 
season, including no rent-
als this time around and 
limited capacity at parks 
to ensure social distancing 
levels remain possible.

The team at the GRCA 
is also turning to the 
public, asking them to 
respect social distancing 
among other public health 
measures that exist, said 
GRCA spokesperson Lisa 
Stocco.

“The health, safety and 
well-being of our staff and 
the community remain 
our highest priority. We 
have developed many 
new standard operating 
procedures since March 
of last year in order to 
comply with public 
health measures and to 
help reduce the spread 
of COVID-19. These have 
included new touchless 
payment options, as well 
as limiting the number of 
daily visitors in our parks 
to address overcrowding 
and promote physical 
distancing,” she said in an 
email.

“To help people plan 
their visits, we developed 
a park status webpage, 
where visitors could see 
whether a park was at or 
close to capacity. We are in 
the process of improving 
this page to provide more 
information to visitors and 
hope to launch it in the 
near future. In some cases, 
we have not been able 
to offer the services we 

Some GRCA location 
to remain open for 
winter access

→GRCA 11

Waterloo North Hydro gets OK from energy board to reduce its distribution charges, 
along with changes to time-of-use rates

by COVID-19 like any other 
business and have worked 
very hard to trim expenses 
while ensuring that we 
continue to provide safe 
and reliable service to 
all of our customers at 
a reasonable cost. … We 
believe any savings are 
helpful for customers and 
wish we could decrease 
rates further, but we are 
not willing to sacrifice 
service levels in doing so,” 
said Quint.

The government also 
reduced the TOU pricing 
and tiered pricing, in an 
effort to help those during 
the provincial lockdown. 
Until January 28, all 
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Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Stop the 
Spread
COVID-19 
can be deadly.
Stay home. 
Stay strong.
Save lives.

I am groundwater and 
I’m worth protecting.

I’m your drinking water. 
What you put on the ground can be harmful to me. 

Limit the use of salt and ice melter:

Help keep salt out of groundwater. Learn how at  
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/groundwater

Add traction when 
needed with sand

Shovel or plow 
the snow first

Break up ice with a 
steel ice chopper

pricing, whether TOU or 
tiered sits at 8.5 cents per 
kilowatt hour. 

After that date – if these 
emergency prices are 
not extended – rates will 
return to the previously 
announced levels for TOU 
and tiered use.

Once prices go back to 
normal, customers under 
TOU will pay 8.5 cents per 
kilowatt-hour for off-peak 
hours (7 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
during weekdays and all 
day on weekends and holi-
days), 11.9 cents per kilo-
watt-hour for mid-peak 
hours (11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
during weekdays) and 17.6 
cents per kilowatt-hour for 
on-peak hours (7 a.m. to 11 
a.m. and 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
during weekdays).

Compared to previous 
TOU prices, costs have 

gone down 2 cents, 3.1 
cents and 4.1 cents for off-, 
mid- and on-peak hours 
respectively.

Under the tiered pricing, 
residential customers 
will pay 10.1 cents per 
kilowatt-hour on the first 
1,000 kilowatt-hours used 
each month, non-residen-
tial customers will pay 
the same on the first 750 
kilowatt-hours. Both resi-

dential and non-residen-
tial customers will then 
pay 11.8 cents per kilo-
watt-hour for usage above 
the aforementioned 1,000 
and 750 kilowatt-hours.

Previous tiered residen-
tial prices sat at 12.6 cents 
per kilowatt-hour for up 
to 1,000 kilowatt-hours 
and 14.6 cents per kilo-
watt-hour for anything 
over 1,000 kilowatt-hours.

WNH: Even for businesses, savings will be minor
→FROM 9
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home Rent soft water

starting at mth
*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

I have huge respect for 
Mexico, its culture and 

its food. White corn is king 
there; it’s grown on about 
one-third of its farmland. 
Mexicans are renowned 
for their corn tortillas, and 
they’re pretty happy with 
their heritage varieties of 
the crop, which number 
more than 50.

They were edgy when 
a new kind of corn, the 
genetically modified kind, 
was introduced there about 
a decade ago. They were 
suspicious of it; most Mexi-
can farms are small, no one 
figured they really needed 
it and all the bad press that 
surrounds GMO crops.

However, from a modern 
technology adoption 
perspective, Mexican 
farmers were behind their 
North American counter-
parts without it.

Over the past 30-ish 
years, GMO corn has 
proven to be a reliable crop 
in the U.S. and Canada, 
especially for livestock 
feed. Bigger Mexican farms 
had no problem practically 
or philosophically import-
ing it from the U.S., to the 
tune of about $2.7 billion a 
year in 2019.

But that’s changing.
The Mexican govern-

ment rang in the New 
Year by announcing it 
was banning GMO corn, 
by 2024. Further, it said 
it wouldn’t allow the 
herbicide glyphosate, 
infamously known as 
RoundUp, to be used in the 
country anymore.

The country’s main 
agricultural group 
pushed back, saying such 
measures will put produc-

New battle against GMO crops

ers there at a disadvantage. 
But the powers-that-be 
have remained firm: 
Mexico will “revoke and 
refrain from granting 
permits for the release of 
genetically modified corn 
seeds into the environ-
ment,” it says, and phase 
out GMO corn imports in 
three years.

This raises a few issues, 
to say the least. 

First, where will the 
country find enough 
animal feed to cover what 
it’s about to lose? Argen-
tina, a major corn exporter, 
is already pulling back its 
corn for export, citing fears 
of a domestic shortage. 
And will the new source 
of imported corn be cheap 
enough to still make Mexi-
can livestock exports attrac-
tive? Will the U.S. subsidize 
its corn exports and lower 
prices, and pressure Mexico 
to buy them after all?   

The writing’s on the wall. 
Anti-technology factions 
have convinced many 
Mexicans that nasty DNA 
is “leaking” from GMO 
corn and contaminating 
heritage varieties. And 
they fear the herbicide 
resistance issues that have 
arisen because of GMOs. 

With all the lessons 
learned since the botched, 
misguided public relations 
efforts related to GMO 
crops introduction in the 
1990s, and with advances 
in social media, you’d think 
corporate ears would be 
more attuned to the pulse 

of nations where the tech-
nology is on the bubble. So 
many more ways exist to 
reach people with honest 
information.

This week, farm groups 
and the Mexican govern-
ment are getting together 
to determine if livestock 
feed will be exempt from 
the no-GMO corn rule. 
They may win that battle, 
but they’re losing the 
war. Canada, the U.S. 
and Mexico went to great 
lengths to negotiate a 
new free trade agreement 
not long ago. But while 
any such deals may be in 
place on paper, in reality, 
the pandemic is quickly 
making every country 
rethink its domestic food 
policy and supply, and 
address what it perceives to 
be threats to it.

Of course, every coun-
try should have the right 
to manage its own food 
supply.

But the ripple effect of 
decisions like this one in 
Mexico is huge. In Canada, 
about 80 per cent of the 
corn crop is genetically 
modified. It’s even higher 
in the U.S. Europe has 
long-avoided GMO crops, 
but curiously, African 
farmers are growing more 
of them, particularly those 
that tolerate drought and 
disease. 

Ironically, their motiva-
tion is the same as Mexico: 
that is, to make their 
domestic food supply more 
secure. But their approach 
could hardly be more differ-
ent. Technology advocates 
who say GMOs are the key 
to feeding a hungry world 
have a lot of work to so.

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

usually provide. For exam-
ple, this winter, we are not 
able to offer equipment 
rentals for snowshoeing 
and skiing, as we are not 
able to do so safely (i.e. we 
do not have the resources 

needed to ensure appro-
priate disinfection of 
rental equipment.”

Stocco notes that 
general adherence to the 
rules have been positive. 
The parks encourage 
people to come out, but as 

capacity permits. 
“Visitors should be 

aware that parking and 
winter maintenance is 
limited,” she said, noting 
the GRCA also asks visitors 
to not litter and to take 
garbage home with them.

GRCA: Some parks open; public urged to follow rules
→FROM 9
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Read a local best  
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Arts The MT Space production of Chelsea's Story 
Virtual Series, written by Sean McGrath and 
directed by Pam Patel, has been adapted for 
online presentation Feb. 22-28 after being 
rescheduled from last March. It’s presented in 
conjunction with the Waterloo Region Crime 
Prevention Council and SASC Waterloo Region 
to bring better awareness and understanding 
of sex trafficking and child exploitation.

Based at the Breslau Mennonite Church 
but now meeting on Zoom, the Shout Sister 
Ladies Choir is looking for new members 
to join in, with events on Wednesdays. 
www.shoutsisterchoir.ca

MT Space online Voices in song

Funding coming to arts and BIPOC organizations
Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

THE HOLIDAY SEASON 
CAME A little early for 36 
local arts organizations 
and organizations serving 
Black, Indigenous and 
people of colour (BIPOC), 
as they are set to receive 
funding from the Kitch-
ener Waterloo Community 
Foundation (KWCF). The 
$421,000 will be coming 
through two funds, the 
COVID-19 Arts Sustain-
ability and Recovery 
Fund – a one-time initia-
tive to support small and 
medium organizations 
– worth $250,000, and the 
COVID-19 BIPOC Sustain-
ability and Recovery 
Fund – a pilot initiative 
designed to provide 
funding to BIPOC organi-

zations within the region 
– worth $171,000.

The funds created 
earlier this year had 
applications open from 
October 28 to November 
18, for eligible organiza-
tions under both catego-
ries to apply for grants. 
Several fund-holders and 
donors allocated money 
to increase the amounts 
available to distribute 
– with $25,000 coming 
from Green Shield Canada 
and $10,000 from Toyota 
Motor Manufacturing 
Canada (for the BIPOC 
fund) – the rest coming 
from money set aside by 
KWCF.

In both instances, 
volunteer committees 
were formed with people 
from each associated 
community to develop 

granting guidelines, in 
addition to reviewing 
applications and recom-
mending funding alloca-
tions. 

Elizabeth Heald, 
president and CEO of 
KWCF, says these funds 
were created after doing 
research with charitable 
partners to look into the 
needs of organizations and 
groups within the commu-
nity.

“When COVID-19 hit 
our community, we had 
done some research with 
our charitable partners. 
Just a really brief survey 
to understand their needs 
and find out the needs of 
the charities and the needs 
of the populations that 
they were supporting,” 
said Heald. “As the year 
progressed, we continued 

to monitor the situation 
in the community and 
we saw that there were 
two groups that typically 
weren't getting access to 
some of the other funding 
that was available. And 
those were arts organi-
zations that were being 
hit hard, particularly 
those with revenue that 
was generated through 
ticketed events. … And 
then at the same time we 
recognized that Black, 
Indigenous, and people of 
colour communities have 
been disproportionately 
affected by COVID-19. 
The pandemic has really 
revealed the inequities 
and disparities across 
Waterloo Region, so our 
board and staff felt that it 
was critical to accelerate 
our commitment to the 

elimination of racism and 
opening up a new grant 
stream to direct resources 
to support BIPOC individ-
uals in our community in a 
more focused way.”

In Woolwich Town-
ship, there are two BIPOC 
organizations that will 
receive funding to do work 
within the community. 
Bring on the Sunshine and 
Lion’s Mane Ministry each 
received $10,000 from the 
fund to take on two differ-
ent projects. 

Heald says Bring on the 
Sunshine will use their 
funding to give local black 
youth the chance to run an 
online festival, allowing 
them to showcase their 
artistic skills and culture. 
Meanwhile, Lion’s Mane 
Ministry will use their 
funding to provide winter 

clothing to new racialized 
Canadians and provide 
online workshops with 
cultural activities connect-
ing people within the 
community.

Now that 2021 has 
begun, KWCF will soon 
start to look at their previ-
ous year and decide what 
streams of funding will be 
available to organizations 
within the community 
– and how much will be 
available to them. 

Heald says in the spring 
KWCF will be able to deter-
mine how much funding 
is available, they will then 
be able to determine what 
streams can be created 
and where the funding can 
be most useful within the 
community. 

For more information 
visit www.kwcf.ca.

More than $420K going to Waterloo Region organizations through two Kitchener Waterloo Community Foundation funds

observerxtra.com/snowday
More details and photo upload:

The Observer will donate $5 / 
photo uploaded to Woolwich 

Community Services.
Advertising credit up to $500 to 

help promote their essential programs.

1. Make a snow 
    creation & name it.
2. Take a picture with 

creator(s).
3. Upload photo.
4. See it in the 

Observer & online.
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted

Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 
finishes and installs high quality custom cabinetry and 
solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 

respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is 
also a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking 

for new and innovative ways to make our team 
members jobs easier and more efficient. If this sounds 

like an environment that you would be interested in 
being a part of, please contact us.

We are looking for a full time, permanent

Finish Sander
In this position you will be working as a part of our finishing 
team. You will be sanding sealer and primer in our sanding 

booth. Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing!
You will be a vital part of the continued growth of Woodland.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

Experience:
• Sanding: 1 year (Preferred)

This position is full time, with benefits
 after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and growing 
company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Serving, engaging 
and inspiring current 
and future generations

Committed to fostering opportunities for current and future generations, the Region of Waterloo is an 
inclusive, thriving and sustainable region of connected rural and urban communities with global reach. 
Our mission is to serve, engage and inspire, by delivering quality services to a diverse population of 
560,000+, while creating a healthy, collaborative environment of learning, respect and innovation. This 
is a place where employees are valued and recognized for their talents and contributions to our success.

SCALE OPERATORS
If you’re a team player who can respond tactfully and courteously to customer inquiries, face to face and 
on the phone, use job-related software such as GEOWARE, accurately enter data, operate a computerized 
weighscale and a cash register, and reconcile and balance daily receipts, keep reading. Working up to 
24 hours per week, various shifts (Monday to Saturday, between 6:45 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.), as assigned, 
you will operate and maintain a computerized vehicle weighscale, process vehicles and perform 
related activities at Regional Waste Management sites. These 5 temporary, part-time positions, of 
approximately 6 months, call for reading, writing and math skills acquired through a Grade 12 education 
plus 1 year of customer service and cash-handling experience. The ability to read licence plate numbers, 
tickets, reports, computer screen options, policies and procedures, bills of lading, and By-law 98-87, 
update data in customer files, and manually record weighscale tickets if computers fail is essential. The 
successful candidates must provide an acceptable Police Record Check (Level 2) for bondability.

Please visit our website for a detailed description of these positions (competition #2021-1003), and to 
apply online before 11:59 p.m., Monday, January 25, 2021.

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, and thank all 
applicants in advance; however, we will be corresponding only with 
those selected for an interview. We will accommodate the needs 
of qualified applicants under the Human Rights Code in all parts of 
the hiring process.

www.regionofwaterloo.ca

Help Wanted Help Wanted
DA I LY  F E E D I N G 
CLEANING HELP 
needed in heifer 
barn, morning/night, 
5 minutes from 
Wellesley, times and 
wages negotiable  
519-475-6117.

Work Wanted
TIRED OF SHOVEL-
LING ? RESIDENTIAL, 
local, snow removal 
service available. Very 
reasonable rates. Text 
or call 519-465-3477 .

DON'T LIKE PAINTING? 
I DO! INTERIOR PAINT-
ing service available. 
Flexible hours. Very 
reasonable rates. Text 
or call 519-465-3477.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Pets
GERMAN SHEPHERD 
CROSS PUPS. VET 
checked and vacci-
nated. Parents on site, 
excellent tempera-
ment. 519-638-0886

100% 
Local

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com
3 Industrial Drive, Elmira, ON N3B 2S1

sales@eldalemachine.com

CUSTODIAN / 
GENERAL LABOURER

Eldale Machine and Tool and Bauman 
Manufacturing are manufacturing 
companies producing parts for the 
agricultural, horticultural and ice 
management industries. We are 
presently looking for an individual 
to work in our production facility.

Duties will vary but will include 
general custodial work as well as 
other various tasks (painting and 
organizing) around the shop as 
time permits.  

PLEASE DROP RESUME OFF TO 

OR SEND RESUME TO:

Help Wanted

Farm 
Services

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George Haff-
ner Trucking 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
 519-669-5790 ext 104  
 drudy@woolwichobserver.com

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Sell it in the Observer

In Print. In Depth. Online.
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES    ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

Reach local 
people at the 
right time 
every week.
15,000 Observers are delivered to 
homes in Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Waterloo.  
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out 
how your business can book this space.
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63 Union St., Elmira • 519-669-1842

ELECTRIC MOTORS | GENERATORS | AUTOMATION CONTROL
ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 8am to 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

371 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

The Next Elmira Clinic:  
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, January 22
2:30 - 7:30 pm 

Your 
donation
matters.

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing. 
Book online at blood.ca or  
by calling 1-888-2-DONATE            
               (1-888-236-6283)

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to discuss the 2021 Draft Water and Wastewater 
Budgets and changes to the water and wastewater rates at the Council meeting on January 19, 2021 commencing 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers situated at 24 Church Street West in Elmira and on Zoom and livestreamed 
to the Township of Woolwich YouTube Channel.

Richard Petherick, CPA, CMA
Director of Finance & Treasurer

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Office 
The Township office is closed to walk-in public traffic until provincial orders allow for this facility 
to reopen. Business will continue and services can be accessed through our website, by email or by 
telephone. Appointments can be made if deemed critical. There is a drop box located at the side of 
our building along Maple Street, which offers a contactless option for dropping off payments, building 
permits or documents. We will be accepting water samples for drop off weekly on Tuesdays, please call 
the phone number posted on the front door and a staff member will assist you.

Essential services, such as, but not limited to, winter control/snow clearance, watermains, municipal enforcement 
services, building inspections, cemetery services and planning approvals will continue.  We will be accepting water 
samples for drop off weekly on Tuesdays, please call the phone number posted on the front door and a staff member 
will assist you.

For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. For health 
information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

To view current media releases or to stay informed the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: www.Woolwich.ca/COVID19 

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation programs and facilities
The Township of Woolwich recreation facilities are closed and all rentals and programs within these facilities are 
cancelled pending continued monitoring of provincial regulations.  

Residents are encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying our many parks and trails or visiting our 

website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, virtual fitness and other activities to keep you engaged this winter.

Local Business Resources  
Ontario entered a Provincewide Shutdown on December 26th at 12:01am. This shutdown will last until January 23rd 
for southern Ontario.  You can find more detailed information about how this shutdown impacts businesses online 
or by calling the Stop the Spread Line at 1-888-444-3659.

Coming soon: Ontario Small Business Support Grant. Small businesses that are required to close or restrict services 
under the Provincewide Shutdown will be able to apply for this one-time grant of $10,000 - $20,000. For more 
details and information on other programs, visit https://www.ontario.ca/page/businesses-get-help-covid-19-costs. 

Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business! For business support call 519-669-6020 

or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. Children under five and people 
with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be kind to those unable to wear a face covering. 

To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
We, as a community need to be vigilant to stop the spread of COVID-19; it is now more important than ever.  Our 
mental health during these trying times needs to be taken care of as well.  Building a daily routine is one of 
several steps you can take to improve your mental health during the Province-wide Shutdown. For more COVID-19 
mental-health resources, visit: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/health-and-wellness/adults-and-covid-19.aspx 
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Georgina Valerie Jamieson (Hazell)
Gina passed away peacefully on the 
6th of January, 2021, at Grand River 
Hospital - Freeport Campus, in her 
77th year. Survived by her husband 
Robert Jamieson and children Sonya 
(Brad), Teresa, James, Aneil (Lynda), 
Michael (Andrea), Crystal and 
Craig. She will be missed by all her 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren 
and great-great-grandchild. Survived 
by her brothers Roland (Barb), 
Lionel (Laura) and sister Denise. 
She will be remembered for her love 
of the outdoors, her spontaneity, 
kindness, and love for ice cream and 
her beloved dog Baxter (her boy). 
Forever you will be remembered 
in our hearts. Cremation has taken 
place, there will be no funeral 
home visitation  or service. In 
memory of Georgina, any donations 
to the Alzheimer Society would  
be appreciated.

You can only have one mother,
Patient kind and true.

No other friend in all the world, 
Will be the same to you. 

When other friends forsake you,
To Mother you will return,
For all her loving kindness, 
She asks nothing in return.
We look upon her picture,
Sweet memories we recall,

Of a face so full of sunshine,
And a smile for one and all.

Sweet Jesus take this message,
To our dear mother up above,

Tell her how we miss her,
And give her all our love. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

 ↆS O L U T I O N S
ObituaryObituary

Brubacher, Selina
Passed away at her residence in 
Wallenstein on Saturday, January 9, 
2021 at the age of 84. Selina (Martin) 
Brubacher was the wife of Henry M. 
Brubacher. Mother of Barbara (Isaiah) 
Bauman of Linwood, David (Lucinda) 
of Osprey, Ontario, Susannah 
(Emerson) Martin of Linwood, 
Sidney (Louisa) of Wallenstein, 
and Henry (Lovisa) of Wallenstein. 
Grandmother of 34 grandchildren, 
and great-grandmother of many. 
Sister to Maryann Frey, Lovisa 
(Martin) Bowman, Melinda Martin, 
and Manoah (Salinda) Martin. 
Predeceased by her parents Manoah 
and Selina (Martin) Martin, siblings 
Hannah Frey, Sarah Hoover, Elizabeth 
Martin, David Martin, and Lydia 
Martin. Visitation was held at the 
family farm on Sunday, January 10, 
2021, and on Monday, January 11, 2021. 
A funeral service and burial will be 
held at Wellesley Township Mennonite 
Meeting House, by invitation only.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Death Notices

Ideal retirement 2+2 bdrm open 
concept bungalow. Spacious eat-in 
kitchen w/island & quartz counter 
tops. Bright great room w/hardwood, 
F.P. & walkout to patio. Vaulted ceiling 
in great room. Master suite w/walk-
out to patio & hot tub, 4 pc ensuite & 
walk-in closet. 2nd bedroom or office. 
Main flr laundry. Finished basement 
w/huge rec room with F.P. & wet bar. 
2 additional bedrooms & 3 pc bath. 
Hardwood flooring in rec room and 
lower bdrms. California shutters 
throughout.  MLS 

43 Roberta St., Elmira

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

Opportunity knocks! Main flr liv-
ing with 3 bdrms, LR, DR, kitchen/
laundry. Hardwood, ceramics & 
carpet. Separate in-law suite con-
taining a 1 bdrm unit with kitchen/
laundry & family rm. Quiet cres-
cent location in Lakeshore North. 
Professionally landscaped. Fenced 
side yard. All brick raised bunga-
low. Shows well! MLS

624 Black Oak Cr., Waterloo

SOLD

SOLD

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5426 | Direct 519.584.4400

$525,000 ELMIRA – 
Beautiful 3 bed, 2.5 bath 
townhouse. Inviting entryway opens 
into the front LR with cathedral 
ceiling and laminate flooring. 
Spacious kitchen loaded with dark 
cabinets and lots of counter space 
w/ centre island. The dining area has 
a sliding door to private back patio 
and yard. Master BR has plenty of 
space w/ double closets and private 
ensuite bath. Top it off with 2 other 
bedrooms and another 4 piece 
bathroom. Basement is roughed in 
for a bathroom and waiting your 
finishing touches. Attached garage 
has man door to back yard. MLS.

83 Oakcliffe St, Elmira 

Luke Shantz
REAL ESTATE BROKER

luke.shantz@outlook.com

Jarod (12) and Brinn (8) Wight taking advantage of the excellent packing snow to 
make "Steve" the penguin in their backyard in Elmira. Submitted

Neighbours admire Chris and Heidi's snowman in-
front of their home in Elmira.  Submitted

2020

DENSTEDT, IVAN - IT IS WITH DEEP SORROW, 
YET GRATITUDE FOR A LIFE WELL-LIVED, THAT 
the family of Ivan Denstedt of Listowel, announce 
his passing on Saturday, January 9, 2021, in his 
92nd year. Local relatives are his sons Jim (Kim 
Dadson) Denstedt of Elmira, Bill (Marj Lebel) 
Denstedt of St. Clements, and Bob (Pam Stewart) 
Denstedt of St. Clements.  

GAIDY, GLENN ROY - GLENN ROY GAIDY, 65, 
PASSED AWAY PEACEFULLY AT HOSPICE 
Huronia in Penetanguishene, Ontario on Decem-
ber 26, 2020. Glenn attended secondary school 
in Elmira.

HUEHN, DONALD - 1927 - 2021 DON WAS BORN 
TO OSCAR ADAM HUEHN AND IONA MARGA-
ret (Steiss) in their kitchen in Conestogo.

JANTZI, ELLEN EVA - WENT TO BE WITH HER 
LORD, PEACEFULLY IN HER SLEEP ON MONDAY, 
January 11, 2021 at Derbeckers Heritage House, 
St. Jacobs, in her 92nd year.

NIKELSK, ROBERT - IT IS WITH GREAT SADNESS 
THAT WE ANNOUNCE THE PASSING ON 
December 31, 2020 of our father, Robert Nike-
lski in Victoria British Columbia at the age of 89. 
He owned and operated the Alpen restaurant  
in Elmira.

100% 
Local

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A 
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

COMING SOON!
Stay tuned for this Elmira property to hit the market. 

You won't want to miss it!
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here Region of Waterloo Public Health has 
declared a COVID-19 outbreak at Water-
loo Regional Police Service’s Bravo Platoon 
North Division after three members tested 
positive. The members are all part of 
the same shift. Since March, a total of 12 
members of the organization have tested 
positive for COVID-19. 

Regional Chair Karen Redman announced 
this week she tested positive for COVID-19.  
She’s been in self-isolation since Dec. 24, 
saying she may have been exposed to the 
virus by a family member. Redman said she 
experienced mild symptoms, prompting her 
to go for testing.

Police face outbreak Regional chair has COVID

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Dominic
Dominic is our co-op student and has been with us for 4 years. 

He is completing his last year of highschool at EDSS and from 
there plans to start his apprenticeship to become a licensed 
technician. In Dominic’s spare time he enjoys hanging out with 
friends and driving his mustang. 

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

TREE PLANTING HAS 
BECOME A part of 
the frontline efforts to 
combat climate change 
and to improve the envi-
ronment. Locally, groups 
such as Trees for Wool-
wich have taken up the 
cause with events to help 
increase the tree coverage 
within the area. They do 
this alongside smaller 
groups and events, to 
help further a common 
goal to fight against 
climate change.

To help such groups 

along their paths, the 
federal government last 
month announced a 
plan that would see two 
billion trees planted over 
the next 10 years. Ottawa 
expects to launch the 
$3.2-billion project in the 
spring.

The plan is also a 
key part of the govern-
ment’s efforts to achieve 
net-zero greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050.

“Canada is fortunate 
to have vast, healthy, 
and resilient forest 
ecosystems that support 
the well-being of Cana-
dians and help absorb 

Trees for Woolwich welcomes Ottawa’s pledge

→ TREES 20

A photo of the former Heidelberg Public School from Rosanne Atwater-Hallatt's history of the village.  Submitted

Bustling town 
to bedroom 
community
Heidelberg woman has immersed herself 
in the past in writing a history of the village

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

LIKE SO MANY SMALL 
TOWNS and villages, 
Heidelberg was once a 
more bustling place than 
it is today. Early on, it 
was home to a flour mill, 
sawmill, a band, a musical 
society, a debating society, 
shoemakers, tailors, 
wagon-makers and black-
smiths, along with football 
and hockey teams.

The Steiss Cheese 
Factory was renowned for 
its limburger, which won 
its category at the World’s 
Fair in Buffalo in 1901.

None of that is notice-
able today, though there 
are vestiges of that past 
available to those who 
know where to look for 
them. Rosanne Atwa-

ter-Hallatt is one of those 
people, and someone 
who’s become so well 
versed in the village’s past 
that she’s already written 
one volume for the Water-
loo Historical Society, and 
is working on two more.

Along with a multitude 
of businesses and services, 
Heidelberg had a blos-
soming cultural life, she 
explained.

“They had oyster 
dinners. They brought in 
the Berlin Philharmonic. 
Oyster dinners were really 
the rage around 1900 the 
turn of the century, and 
they would have commu-
nity dinners.

“In particular, John 
Wesley Huehnergard 
(1861-1945) was a real go 
getter. He was the pres-

carbon pollution. Nature 
is part of the solution 
to climate change. 
And there is no path to 
net-zero emissions that 
does not involve our 
forests. Increasing the 
size and resiliency of 
Canada’s forests through 
this commitment will 
enhance Canada’s ability 
to meet domestic and 
international climate 
change commitments, 
while supporting biodi-
versity commitments,” 
said Austin Beaton, 
spokesperson for Natu-
ral Resources Canada 
(NRCan). “In the recent 

2020 Fall Economic 
Statement, the govern-
ment announced up 
to $3.16 billion over 10 
years, starting in 2021-22, 
to deliver on its promise 
to plant two billion trees.”

The plan comes with 
a target of a 40 per cent 
annual increase in the 
number of trees planted 
across the country. The 
plantings in both urban 
and rural areas over 
the next 10 years are 
expected to cover more 
than 1.1 million hectares 
– an area twice the size 
of Prince Edward Island. 
Because of these trees 

being planted, projec-
tions show that green-
house gas emissions will 
be reduced by 12 mega-
tonnes by 2050. 

Beaton says tree plant-
ing on a scale as large as 
this will be done through 
a combination of affor-
estation – the creation of 
new forest cover on lands 
that were previously 
non-forested – and refor-
estation, which involves 
the re-establishment 
of forests after natural 
disturbances like wild-
fires and pests.

In addition to the 
numerous trees being 

planted each year, Beaton 
says many jobs will be 
created across the sector. 

“The 4,300 jobs are 
expected to be created 
throughout the tree 
planting and forest 
management supply 
chain. From seed collec-
tion and nursery oper-
ations, to site planning 
and preparation oper-
ations, finally to tree 
planting and aftercare.”

Inga Rinne, chair of 
Trees for Woolwich, says 
this is an exciting project 
that stands to benefit her 
group. 

→ HEIDELBERG 20
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 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

 ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Food project for 2021: 
homemade gravlax

Last year was all about 
baking bread. Let's 

make this year all about 
making our own cured 
foods, starting with grav-
lax.

Gravlax is an ancient 
salmon preparation. Fish-
ing communities in north-
ern Europe and Russia, 
surrounded by an abun-
dance of salmon, acquired 
most of their catch during 
the time of year when the 
fish swim upstream to 
spawn. To preserve the 
fish for the rest of the year, 
they'd salt and bury it; this 
curing process gave them 
easy access to protein 
during the lean winter 
months.

Today the process relies 
on refrigeration rather 
than shovels. Instead of 
being buried in the earth, 
modern gravlax is made 
by "burying" salmon in a 
mixture of sugar and salt 
to extract liquid and cure 
the flesh. Depending on 
the cook, herbs, spices or 
even booze are added to 
enhance flavour and pres-
ervation.

For our recipe, you 

simply coat a large piece 
of skin-on salmon evenly 
with a mixture of salt, 
brown sugar (we liked 
the deep flavour it gave 
the fish), dill and brandy. 
Using skin-on salmon 
makes slicing the cured 
fish easier and the brandy 
adds flavor, helps the cure 
adhere, and assists in the 
preserving process.

Pressing the salmon 
under the weight of a 
few cans helps it release 
moisture and gives the 
fillet a firmer, more slice-
able texture. We baste the 
salmon with the released 
liquid once a day to help 
speed up the curing 
process and to keep it from 
drying out.

After the three-day cure, 
just remove the fish from 
the salt mixture and rinse 
off the excess salt. All 
that's left to do is slice it 
thin on the bias and enjoy; 
and decide on your next 
food project.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Gravlax
 ▢ 1/3 cup packed light 

brown sugar

 ▢ 1/4 cup kosher salt

 ▢ 1 (1-pound) skin-on 
salmon fillet

 ▢ 3 tablespoons 
brandy

 ▢ 1 cup coarsely 
chopped fresh dill

1. Combine sugar and 
salt in a bowl. Place 
salmon, skin side 
down, in a 13-by-9-
inch glass baking dish. 
Drizzle with brandy, 
making sure to cover 
the entire surface. 
Rub salmon evenly 
with the sugar-salt 
mixture, pressing 
firmly to adhere. Cover 
with dill, pressing 
firmly to adhere.

2.  Cover salmon 
loosely with plas-
tic wrap, top with a 
square baking dish or 
pie plate, and weight 

with several large, 
heavy cans. Refriger-
ate until salmon feels 
firm, about 3 days, 
basting salmon with 
liquid released into 
dish once a day.

3. Scrape dill off the 
salmon. Remove 
salmon from the dish 
and pat dry with 
paper towels before 
slicing. Gravlax can 
be wrapped tightly 
in plastic and refrig-
erated for up to one 
week; it should be 
left whole and sliced 
just before serving.

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15
 ▢ Elmira Legion's Beef Stew Dinner. Curbside pickup 

at the Legion only from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Stew with 
salad and roll, $10 per person. To order call: Robin 
Hiebert 519-897-1618.

MONDAY, JANUARY 18
 ▢ Woolwich Gardeners presents speaker Anna 

Leggatt "Wildflowers Around the World and Can We 
Grow Them" at 7:30 p.m. online. Become a member 
of our garden club and receive your Zoom links for 
all our virtual speakers this year! Contact woolwich-
gardeners@gmail.com

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26 
 ▢ Understanding What is Behind "Acting Out" in 

Children & Reframing How We Respond, facilitated 
by Sid Bater, social worker and psychotherapist at 
Woolwich Community Health Center. Join us from 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. virtually through zoom. Registra-
tion is required gberihun@wchc.on.ca.

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Wool-
wich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide 
one-time financial support to an applicant. 
However, we realize that no two cases are 
the same. Unique situations may require 
further support that otherwise would not 
be accessible for the ongoing needs of the 
individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and 
funds that may be able to support and/or 
provide for the individual.

Additional information:

Access  is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of  

             Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.    Woolwich Community Services
3.    Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:   
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 
Community Care Concepts

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND: 
RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL NEEDS
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ACROSS
1. Calypso offshoot
4. In pieces
8. 1980's-90's ring champ
13. "___ it the truth!"
15. Obviously surprised
16. Community at the west 

end of Oakville, ON
17. Bribe
19. Airy
20. Banded stone
21.  Latin word referring to 

a green migratory bird
23. Can
24. Chicken
26. Buddy-buddy
28. Part of a candle
30. "___ pales in 

Heaven the morning 
star": Lowell

31. Baby carrier?
34. Go over
36. Big brass
38. Celtic neck ring
40. Operating room
41. First-aid item
42. ___ and aahs

43. "___ say!"
45. Complaint
48. Islands dish
49. ___ d'amore
50. Ancestry
52. Force exerted 

by magnets
53. Comes (to)
54. "Your turn"
56. Change the decor
57. Common to 

feline and rug
58. Common Market: Abbr.
60. Pakistani language
61. C-worthy?
62. "I'm ___ you!"

DOWN
1. Decline
2. Capital on the Dnieper
3. Con
4. Back then
5. Yellow fruit
6. Crown
7. Extend, in a way
8. A part of some 

computer mice

9. Eastern discipline
10. Gets game
11. Aquatic mammal
12. Essential
14. Ball field covering
18. Binge
22. Blue Bonnet, e.g.
24. An aqualung
25. Dewy
27. Copier
29. Big-ticket ___
32. Gunk
33. Prepared
35. Mushroom caps
37. "Encore!"
39. The treatment of 

light and shade in 
drawing and painting.

44. Auction offering
46. ___ lab
47. "Sure"
49. Not under, over or in
51. Half a Pacific paradise
55. Experienced
59. Cut, maybe
60. Why is it always out of 

focus on page one?

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

 ↆ X - W O R D

 ↆ S O D U K O

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Journey through Grief 
to Hope- Loneliness

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Jonathan Brubacher preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 8am - 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK

 ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

Donald Hensrud, M.D. 
General Internal Medicine and Endocrinology

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: Is 
intermittent fasting for 
weight loss safe? What are 
the risks of short-term di-
ets that are very low-calo-
rie?

ANSWER: Recent 
research has found that 
using intermittent fasting 
for weight loss may have 
some benefits in the short 
term. But at this point, 
we don't know the long-
term effects of this type 
of diet or other diets that 
severely restrict calories. 
To lose weight and keep it 
off, the best strategy is to 
adopt healthy eating and 
exercise habits you enjoy 
so you can stick with them 

Long-term benefits and risks of  intermittent fasting aren't yet known

over time.
Intermittent fasting 

currently is a popular 
trend in dieting. There 
are several fasting meth-
ods people employ for 
weight loss. Some dieters 
decrease the amount of 
time they eat each day to, 
for example, only six hours 
in a 24-hour period. Others 
fast every other day. 
Another approach is called 
the 5:2 diet, which involves 
gradually decreasing daily 
calories to the point that 
you're only consuming 
500 calories a day for two 
days each week.

A recently published 
article assessed a variety 
of research on intermit-
tent fasting. It found that 
there are some benefits, 
at least in the short term, 
to fasting as opposed to 
just decreasing calories 
overall.

It appears that fast-
ing for a short time can 
produce ketosis – a 
process that occurs when 
the body doesn't have 
enough sugar for energy, 
so it breaks down stored 
fat instead, causing an 
increase in substances 
called ketones. Fasting 
also affects metabolic 
processes in the body. 
These processes trigger 
a number of responses, 
including decreased 
inflammation, improved 
blood sugar regulation and 
better response to physical 
stress. The research shows 
intermittent fasting could 

have other health benefits, 
as well, but more study is 
needed.

It is crucial to note, 
however, that little long-
term research has been 
done on intermittent 
fasting to examine how 
it affects people over 
time. So at this point, it's 
unclear if there are any 
long-term health benefits 
or risks related to this diet 
technique.

We do know that there 
are risks involved with 
certain types of intermit-
tent fasting. For example, 
a technique called dry 
fasting that includes 
restricting fluid intake 
as well as food intake is 
dangerous because it can 
cause severe dehydration 
and pose serious health 
concerns. And if you take 
caloric restriction too far, 
that can lead to malnutri-
tion.

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

As you consider weight 
loss and diets, keep in 
mind that there is not 
one approach that works 
for everyone. But there 
are some basic principles 
you should follow as you 
decide how to best achieve 
and maintain a healthy 
weight. At its core, your 
diet should support your 
health overall. There are a 
variety of diets that can do 
that, including the Medi-
terranean diet, the vege-
tarian diet, the DASH diet 
– Dietary Approaches to 
Stop Hypertension – and 
the Mayo Clinic diet. All of 
these diets have similari-
ties that are greater than 
their differences. They 
are based on real food and 
focus mainly on plant 
products, such as fruits, 
vegetables, beans, nuts, 
whole grains, and healthy 
fats like olive oil.

In addition, as you 

incorporate a new diet 
into your life, it needs to 
be practical, so you can 
sustain it over time. If it is 
drudgery, or if you feel like 
you're suffering, it won't 
work in the long run and, 
eventually, you're likely to 
slide back into old habits.

If you're considering a 
new approach to your diet 
– especially if it's some-
thing that could be risky 
if you don't do it correctly, 
like intermittent fasting 
– talk to your health care 
provider first for guidance 
on how you can manage it 
in a healthy way. Keep in 
mind, too, that choosing 
to adopt healthy lifestyle 
choices can and should be 
an enjoyable way to live.

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
	 519-669-5790	ext	104	 
 drudy@woolwichobserver.com

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Sell it in the Observer
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MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

A L L  P R O D U C T S
NOW ONLINE!

AVAILABLE ONLINE AVAILABLE ONLINE

CLICK CLICK 
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

$$004949
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 1.99

12MM THICK12MM THICK
LAMINATELAMINATE

$$114949
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

AVAILABLE ONLINE

AVAILABLE ONLINE

AVAILABLE ONLINE

AVAILABLE ONLINE

18”X18”18”X18”
PORCELAIN PORCELAIN 

TILETILE

$$110000
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
SOLID OAK SOLID OAK 

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

GLASS & STONEGLASS & STONE
BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 8.99

MDF PRIMED WHITEMDF PRIMED WHITE
BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS

MANY STYLES & SIZESMANY STYLES & SIZES

6767¢¢
FROM

CURBSIDE PICKUP
ORDER ONLINE & FULLY STOCKED FOR

FULLY STOCKED

70% OFF!
ORDER ONLINE & CURBSIDE PICKUP

W W W . S O U R C E F L O O R I N G . C O M

UP TO

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

/ LIN FT

ident of the Heidelberg 
musical society, and 
they would plan events 
and lecture tours,” she 
explained. “So he was 
trying to broaden the 
perspective of the resi-
dents here. And their lives 
were much richer because 
of all of this activity, and 
the leading citizens that 
really worked for the 
betterment of Heidel-
berg.”

While most of the 
history isn’t visible, there 
is the Olde Heidelberg 
Restaurant, Tavern and 
Motel, built in 1860, that 
serves as a reminder of 
the past. 

“That hotel was built 
with guest rooms on top. 
When you look at the 
hotel, on the extreme 
right-hand side, there’s 
a door and two windows 
beside the door, and that 
part was the general store 
– that was the first store 
that Heidelberg had,  and 
it was designed that way 
and built that way to have 
a store and a tavern and 
hotel,” Atwater-Hallatt 
said of the structure.

“It had a raised walkway 
that went from the hotel 
over to the barn. And 
the upstairs level of the 
barn was the public room 
where they held meetings 
and that type of thing, 
lectures. And so if you if 
you stand and look at the 
Heidelberg hotel, it looks 
like there’s a door up in 
the middle of the gable 
and you to go ‘where the 
heck did that lead to?’ but 
I have pictures of a raised 
elevated walkway going 
over the barn. And both 
the barn and the raised 
walkway were demolished 
in the 1930s.

“So those two features – 
the elevated walkway and 

the guest rooms above on 
the second floor – were 
really ahead of their time. 
They were forward think-
ing.”

Things have certainly 
changed, with today’s 
Heidelberg, which was 
named by John Meyer 
after the university town 
in the Grand Duchy of 
Baden, seeing much less 
in the way of activity. 

“It was such a happen-
ing place. Now it’s just a 
bedroom community,” 
she said, noting the tran-
sition that started with 
the train sped up with the 
arrival of cars.

“Once the road came 
from Wagner’s Corners 
people got cars, then that 
was the beginning of the 
decline because they 
could travel into Waterloo 
much, much quicker and 
find a larger variety of all 
kinds of things. And it was 
sort of the beginning of 
the demise.”

Atwater-Hallatt, who 
moved to the Wellesley 
Township side of the 
village in 1983, has spent 
about 10 years research-
ing local history. Having 
the first of her three-part 
history published in 
the Waterloo Historical 
Society’s annual volume 
in 2019, she’s working on 
a second to be released 
next spring, with the final 
piece slated for 2022.

Some of the village’s 
historical documents 
had been archived, but 
she soon discovered that 
many of the old records 
and photographs were 
in private hands, prin-
cipally the descendants 
of those early Germanic 
immigrants that settled 
on the Woolwich side 
before crossing the line 
– Kressler Road, named 
after the village's first 

commissioned postmas-
ter and innkeeper, John 
Jacob Krisslir – into what 
would become Wellesley 
Township.

“I’m trying to convince 
these folks that they 
need to deposit even just 
a digital copy, some in 
the appropriate library 
or art museum. I’m 
working on that – a lot 
of stuff is held privately. 
I’ve got a picture of the 
Heidelberg school being 
built. Nobody’s ever seen 
it – there is a woman 
here in town who owns 
it – and they’ve got the 
framework up, and it’s 
partially bricked and the 
masons are working on 
it, so that’s like 1911. I tell 
people about it: nobody’s 
ever seen a picture of the 
Heidelberg school being 
under construction. 
These things exist, but 
they’re all in families, 
within families,” she 
explained.

“I thought that it was 
worthwhile looking into 
the history of Heidel-
berg, and making it more 
widely available.”

To that end, she’s 
encouraging people to 
share the records and 
photographs they may 
have. Her work for the 
historical society is ongo-
ing.

“I’ve been writing lots 
of articles for the site 
over the years, but this is 
the largest one – I had to 
divide it into three parts 
because it was such a 
massive, sprawling proj-
ect. It could have been 
published, I think, as a 
standalone book, but we 
decided to do it over three 
editions of the volumes. 
It was a nice way to do it,” 
she said of the publica-
tion tracing Heidelberg’s 
history.

HEIDELBERG: Much of the history of the village 
is in families' records and photographs, says author

TREES: Woolwich organization hoping to benefit from 
federal plan to plant two billion trees over the next decade

“It is exciting that the 
federal government has 
now put some dollars 
behind the promise that 
was made some years 
ago for two billion trees. I 
think it's a great initiative 
and I hope that some of 
that support will filter 
down to the grassroots 
organizations like Trees 
for Woolwich. So, with 
some additional support, 
we could ramp up our 
planting to even bigger 
numbers than they are 
now,” she said. 

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MP Tim Louis says the 
program which he deems 
very Canadian, is designed 
to benefit groups like Trees 

for Woolwich. 
“The Trees for Wool-

wich program has been 
going [on] for years… In 
the townships, people 
are very conscious about 
protecting nature and so 
the program is already 
there. That’s [one] of the 
partners that the federal 
government is going to 
get involved [with],” said 
Louis. “Municipalities 
like Woolwich are already 
doing these programs, so 
to partner with successful 
programs like the Trees 
for Woolwich program is a 
natural step.”

He continued by saying 
he does not yet know 
the details – as they are 
currently being worked out 

– but he intends to reach 
out to Rinne to discuss 
how the group and the 
program can benefit each 
other and get that part-
nership started because 
“successful programs like 
that deserve to benefit.”

Planting is expected 
to begin later this year 
in urban and peri-urban 
areas, as well as on private 
lands. The work will be 
done in partnership with 
well established tree plant-
ing organizations. 

Beaton said reforesta-
tion and afforestation will 
“ramp up over several 
years as seedlings produc-
tion increases and plant-
ing sites are identified and 
prepared accordingly.”
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