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NOW OPEN! 22 Church St. W., Elmira 
(Maple Street Entrance) 

Mon.-Sat. 8-6

E X P R E S S

Check out our newest location at 

QUEEN UPHOLSTERED BED 

ONLY $499!ONLY $499!

Thank you
for supporting Local.

We’re OPEN
and We’ve 

Missed You!

QUEEN UPHOLSTERED BED 

ONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLY

TWO TONE PUB TABLE 

ONLY $599!ONLY $599! ONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLY 499!499!499!499!499!499!499!499!499!499!499!499!499!499!499!ONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLYONLY 599!599!599!599!599!599!599!599!599!599!599!599!599!599!599!

OPEN 7 DAYS · 30 Benjamin Rd., Waterloo (across from St. Jacobs Outlet Mall) · 519-746-0060 · www.furniturehouse.ca
Stools sold separately

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THE LATEST FORECAST 
FOR THE century bridge 
in Winterbourne sees the 
structure rehabilitated for 
pedestrian use, though 
there’s no timeline for that 
project.

Woolwich councillors 
meeting Tuesday night 
changed course from a 
decision two weeks earlier, 
dropping plans to carry 
out the environmental 
assessment (EA) process 
needed to make building 
a new bridge an option 
down the road.

After a sometimes 
heated debate, council-
lors voted 3-2 in favour of 
retaining the bridge built 
in 1913, one of the few steel 
truss bridges remaining in 
the area.

Couns. Scott McMillan, 
Patrick Merlihan and Fred 
Redekop supported the 
idea of keeping the struc-
ture to serve as a pedes-
trian crossing, noting 
Winterbourne residents 
had been clear in their 

Woolwich now 
looking to preserve 
Peel Street bridge 
for pedestrian use
In split decision, council votes to reverse 
course on study to look at new structure

support for that option, 
vocally opposed to a new 
bridge.

Merlihan noted coun-
cillors had been hit with 
a “barrage” of emails and 
phone calls from township 
residents following the 
February 9 meeting, all 
calling for the heritage 
bridge to be retained.

While noting that 
continuing the EA process 
wasn’t a commitment to 
tearing down the current 
bridge, which has been 
closed since 2017 due 
to safety concerns, and 
building a new one, 
McMillan said there was 
no point in spending 
$85,000 on a study to look 
at options the community 
doesn’t want.

Redekop agreed with 
McMillan that it wouldn’t 
make sense to spend that 
money when residents 
don’t want a new bridge or 
more traffic in the hamlet.

This week’s decision 
closes out the EA process, 
leaving the bridge intact 
for rehabilitation when 

→ BRIDGE 5

It’s not business as usual, but the doors are open again at the Woolwich Memorial Centre, where people such as Harold and Cindy 
Klooster and Pat Kehn are using the walking track and fitness centre. Damon MacLean

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

WHILE THE REGION 
REMAINS IN the red zone, 
recreational facilities such 
as the Woolwich Memo-
rial Centre in Elmira have 
the green light to resume 
providing services.

The province-wide 
stay-at-home order meant 
non-essential facilities 

were closed, the end of the 
lockdown sees a return to 
the limited services avail-
able prior to the Christ-
mas holidays. That was 
welcome news to Wool-
wich recreation manager 
Jennifer Horndl.

“As we found out last 
Friday, our Waterloo 
Region is opening back 
into the red protocol, 
which will be almost 

identical to the protocols 
that we had in place in 
December.”  

Horndl estimates the 
centre laid off about 50 
part-time employees, 
the likes of lifeguards, 
fitness instructors and 
customer service reps. 
Now, the WMC is bringing 
them back as program-
ming resumes, albeit on a 
limited scale.

The most recent closure 
was the third at the WMC 
since the pandemic began 
almost a year ago. That 
experience has made the 
latest reopening smoother, 
she said.

“This is a little bit easier 
for us because we know 
what we’re going back to 
with the red protocols. 
We do have everything in 

→ REOPENING 4

WMC reopens from third lockdown
Plenty of experience means the transition gets smoother each time
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Social  
gatherings can  
have deadly  
consequences.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Stay home to stop  
the spread of COVID-19.  
Learn more at  
ontario.ca/covid-19
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TOUGH WINTER AHEAD?
WE WOULDN’T HAVE IT
ANY OTHER WAY.

kubota.ca  |  

Exceptional comfort and an easy to maintain Kubota Tier IV Diesel engine 

combine for an impressive piece of equipment in Kubota’s SSV Series. 

New side lights expand the operator’s visibility on the job site, and the 

roll up door and wide operator area make for a more alert and productive 

work environment during those long cold jobs. All of a sudden, winter 

doesn’t seem so bad.

*Minimum down payment of 10% required. Representative example SSV65P with an MSRP of $66,491 financed at 0% APR equals $1,225 per month for 48 Months $7,690 
down payment required. Borrowing cost is $0 for a total obligation of $66,491.  Dealer may sell for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Prices, payments and models 
featured throughout may vary by dealer. Offer ends February 28, 2021. Offers valid only at participating dealers in Canada and are subject to change, cancellation or extension 
at any time without notice or obligation.  Conditions apply.  See your participating Kubota dealer or visit www.kubota.ca for details.  ΩConditions and restrictions apply.   Visit 
https://kubota.ca/en/parts-services/warranty.ca for full warranty details.

deboersequipment.com
0519 Wellington County Rd #7, Box 130 R.R. #1,
Elora, ON N0B 1S0
(519) 846-5388

0% FOR 48 MONTHS FINANCING OAC*

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

AFTER NEARLY 30 
YEARS OF working with 
the Township of Wellesley, 
treasurer Theresa Bisch 
is officially retiring. The 
big day doesn’t officially 
arrive until Sunday, but 
tomorrow (February 26) is 
her last day in the office.

There have been numer-
ous changes at the munic-
ipality over the past three 
decades, but looking back 
over her career, Bisch says 

Theresa Bisch’s last day at the Wellesley Township office is tomorrow (Friday) Sean Heeger

Her next step is less taxing
Wellesley treasurer Theresa Bisch retires this week after 
almost 30 years in various capacities with the township

she already knows what 
she will miss the most.

“I’m going to miss the 
staff, absolutely, and I’m 
going to miss the interac-
tion at the front counter 
with the taxpayers. Those 
two things are the parts 
that I’ll miss the most. I 
really enjoyed talking to 
the people as they came 
in the door, because you 
never knew what prob-
lem they were coming 
in with.  I loved giving 
them a hand,” said Bisch. 
“The Township of Welles-

ley’s staff and council 
work as a team. In other 
words, working towards a 
common goal, and that has 
been a real treat to be in 
the middle of that team-
work. The Township of 
Wellesley has been a really 
nice place to work.”

Bisch came to the 
township from the private 
sector, having opted to 
work and go to school 
at the same time after 
graduating high school. 
Her studies were done on 

→ RETIREMENT 10
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three Elmira residents got some clarity about 
the cost of maintaining drain #1 at a public 
meeting this week, prompting many of those 
scheduled to speak to simply say they were 
fine with the plan. The drain built in 1909 
covers some 3,900 acres, including about 
80% of Elmira, and was last updated in 1984. 
Most homeowners face a charge of less than 
$10.

After the controversial decision to close all 
Waterloo Region public and Catholic schools 
on Feb. 20, a cold but otherwise clear day, 
both school boards took heat from frus-
trated parents. The school closures were 
automatic, as temperatures dipped below 
minus-35, the threshold mandated by a  
procedure enacted in the region last fall.
From the Feb. 28, 2015 edition of The Observer

No drain on finances From the archives

building centre

JL’s Duke St SAVESAVE
45%

While Supplies last. No rainchecks. No online orders. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Was $11.99

657
295 mL. 2030-582

SAVESAVE
45%45%

No rainchecks. No online orders. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Was $11.99

657

45%
PL® Premium

Fast Grab™

Adhesive
5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 | Shop homehardware.ca  and choose JL’s as your home Store.

WCS’ Coldest Night of the Year event raises $92K
Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

EVEN WITH ALL THE 
CHANGES needed to 
accommodate a public 
event during a pandemic, 
Woolwich Community 
Services managed to raise 
$92,000 through last week-
end’s Coldest Night of the 
Year.

Wellesley director of planning Geoff VanderBaaren will be looking for alternatives to the proposed locations for seniors’ housing after 
resident feedback. Sean Heeger

That total surpassed the 
local organization’s goal by 
some 150 per cent.

“We are feeling very 
grateful to our community 
for the support that we 
receive to those who walked 
and raised money for us. 
And for all the companies 
that sponsored the event,” 
said WCS’ Leigh-Anne 
Quinn, who coordinated 

this year’s iteration.
Ironically, the good 

weather was a big contrib-
utor to an event called the 
Coldest Night of the Year.   

“The weather was 
beautiful. We couldn’t have 
picked a better weekend,” 
she said of a reprieve from 
the previous cold, snowy 
conditions.

Those taking part set out 

to walk two to five kilome-
tres, on their own or with 
people from their COVID 
bubble. Unlike past years, 
the walk could be made at 
any time rather than as a 
scheduled group time.

Although the event was 
ultimately moved to virtual 
rather than the typical 
in-person version, the 
support was strong, with 

206 walkers in 26 teams.
Top teams this year 

included Woolwich 
Community Walkers, rais-
ing $13,005, MAC LLP, rais-
ing $8,380, and Emmanuel 
Trekkers, which collected 
$5,797. Other top-raising 
groups included Menno 
Walkers, Gale Force and 
LC3 –Woodside.  

The total of $92,765 was → COLDEST NIGHT 5

90 per cent of the previous 
year’s outing, though with 
just two-thirds of the 310 
participants in 2020. In 
2019, $82,743 was raised.

For a small community 
like Woolwich Township, 
this year’s numbers were 
impressive, said Quinn, 
adding she is grateful to 
everyone that partici-

Seniors’ housing nixed to maintain rec. space
Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

PUBLIC FEEDBACK IN 
FAVOUR OF maintaining 
current recreation space is 
prompting the township 
to scrap plans for seniors’ 
housing in Linwood and 
St. Clements. 

Following a pair of 
public meetings in 
November, Wellesley 

began soliciting input 
on a proposal to convert 
township-owned land in 
the two communities into 
space available for hous-
ing projects. In response, 
residents were opposed to 
removing recreation space 
such as baseball diamonds 
and soccer fields.

The removal of 
sports fields was a key 
consideration in solic-

iting feedback from the 
communities, said Geoff 
VanderBaaren, the town-
ship’s director of planning.

“That was a big consid-
eration for us, and that’s 
why we went out to the 
community very early 
in the process and had a 
survey available for people 
to submit. We got an excel-
lent response from those 
surveys: we had more than 

400 people respond in 
various ways to us, which 
is very high compared to 
what we normally see for 
these types of municipal 
projects. Even though 
there was a number of 
people that were not 
supportive of taking away 
the recreational land, I 
think it was a very positive 
process for the township” 

→ HOUSING 6

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

THE ABUNDANCE OF 
SNOW THIS month is 
a boon for skiers and 
snowmobilers, but for 
the volunteers with the 
Goderich to Guelph Trail 
(G2G), it’s a time to plan 
for the work to be done 
when the white stuff 
finally melts away.

Accessibility projects 
will head the list when 
work resumes, says Doug 
Cerson, the organization’s 
executive director.

“As we go into 2021, we 
want to keep working on 
our mandate to improve 
the accessibility from all 
of the locations where we 
currently have access off 
of main roads, parking 
lots, and inside of each of 
our 13 communities.”   

In Woolwich, that means 
improvements to the 
Katherine Street part of 
the trail that is shared with 
the Kissing Bridge Trail. 
It’s an issue where users 
have complained for years 

This year’s projects include more 
improvements at Katherine St. access

about accessibility issues, 
said Cerson.

“One of the areas that 
causes a bit of a problem 
and has been addressed a 
few times over the years to 
be improved – and it has 
been greatly improved – is 
at Katherine Street, where 
we currently have a stair-
case. And that staircase, 
as much as it was a huge 
improvement from a dirt 
path point going up a very 
steep hill, for older gener-
ations and for younger 
generations is still a bit of a 
push to get a bike to roll up 
that track up the middle of 
the staircase.”  

G2G Trail projects 
look to boost trail 
accessibility 

HITTING THE TRAILS

→ G2G TRAIL 5

Doug Cerson
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Hey Kids! Let’s fill our communities 
with plenty of snow creations this year.

1. Make a snow 
creation & name it.

2. Take a picture with 
creator(s).

3. Upload photo.
4. See it in the 

Observer & online.

observerxtra.com/snowday
More details and photo upload:

The Observer will donate $5 / 
photo uploaded to Woolwich 

Community Services.
Advertising credit up to $500 to 

help promote their essential programs.

place [such as] hand sani-
tizer, and staff are aware 
of the cleaning protocols 
– we have to disinfect 
and clean a little bit more 
rigorously and a little bit 
more regularly in between 
each program. But we’re 
coming at it with a bit of 
experience this time, so 
I’m hoping it’s going to go 
very smoothly.” 

As was the case previ-
ously, preregistration is 
required to participate 
in the programs as well 
as a required COVID-19 
screening, and a check-in/
check-out system is in 
place to meet public health 
requirements for contact 
tracing. 

Timeslots are generally 
booked on a 50-minute 
allotment, allowing staff 
to perform the necessary 
sanitization procedures 
after each session. The 
current framework allows 
just 10 people in a location, 
which has lead to stag-
gered entry into the build-
ing between areas such as 
the walking track and the 
gym, for example.

Like many other fitness 
and community-focused 

operations during the 
pandemic, programs will 
continue to be offered in a 
virtual format in addition 
to the resumption of the 
in-person option.

“Our staff have been 
doing some great stuff on 
Facebook and YouTube 
and online with portals 
and we actually encour-
age the residents if they 
have any great websites 
or anything that they can 
send them to our staff, and 
we’ll add it onto our virtual 
page,” said Horndl.

Any expansion in the 
number of users is depen-
dent on efforts to reduce 
the number of COVID-19 
cases – an improvement  

in the colour-code desig-
nation in the region would 
ease restrictions, she 
noted. 

“We’re hoping that 
trend goes in the right 
direction and we go down 
to orange, which would 
allow us to kind of relax a 
bit. We could have scrim-
maging with hockey again 
and things like that. But 
we’re also mindful of the 
numbers going the right 
direction or we may be 
facing further restrictions 
or another lockdown, 
which we hope doesn’t 
happen.” 

More information can 
be found on the township 
website, www.woolwich.ca.

REOPENING: WMC staff have been down this road before
→FROM 1

Cleaning protocols are part of 
the routine at the fitness centre.

by Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

WITH VACCINE STILL 
IN SHORT supply, the 
province has issued new 
directives for prioritizing 
which healthcare workers 
get inoculated.

Health care workers are 
now classified as high-
est, very high, high and 
medium priority within 
the category.

“There is some clear 
direction on how to 

Supplies are key in getting people vaccinated; province rolling out new directives
sequence this very large 
and vibrant first group 
of workers,” said Shirley 
Hilton, who heads the 
region’s vaccine task force, 
noting the amendments 
provide explicit instruc-
tion on how to distribute 
limited supplies.

The province also 
changed the classification 
of adults over the age of 
80, moving them into the 
primary phase of vacci-
nation from the second-
ary tier where they were 

initially placed continuing 
first-dose vaccination 
of all remaining eligible 
long-term care, high risk 
retirement home staff and 
essential caregivers, as 
well as “highest priority” 
frontline healthcare work-
ers, as well as medical first 
responders such as para-
medics and firefighters.

To date, the region has 
administered more than 
26,000 doses of vaccine. 
Almost 13,000 people have 
received the second shot 

to be fully immunized.
Hilton noted mobile 

clinics will continue 
providing dosage to long-
term care and retirement 
home staff as well as 
essential caregivers. 

The region will be 
providing updates about 
the public’s eligibility for 
vaccination groups as 
supplies and new direc-
tives come into effect. 
In the meantime, Hilton 
stressed the need to 
continue to observe all 

precautions. 
“Members of the public 

are asked to continue 
to follow public health 
guidelines to help reduce 
the risk of virus spreading 
in the community.” 

Last week also saw 
neighbouring Welling-
ton-Dufferin-Guelph open 
its COVID-19 hub vacci-
nation clinic at the Centre 
Wellington Community 
Sportsplex.

“Staff from the county, 
Township of Centre 

Wellington and public 
health are working around 
the clock as a single team 
to provide a safe central 
location for this important 
initiative,” said Mayor Kelly 
Linton in a statement.

The new centre will start 
with a dosage capacity of 
500 a day escalating to 
5,000 a day once supply 
increases. To date, WDG 
has completed more than 
5,000 vaccinations and 
administered some 12,000 
total doses.  

by Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

A $7.8-million infusion 
from the province will see 
the Community Paramed-
icine Program expand in 
Waterloo Region. 

Since 2018, the para-
medicine program has 
helped people within the 
community who need 
some extra assistance at 
home by giving paramed-
ics the ability to go in and 
help with medical needs. 
That will grow with the 
extra funds announced 
last week.

Focusing specifically 
on those who are on a 
long-term care (LTC) 
waitlist, or who are eligi-

Provincial funding expands Community Paramedicine Program in region
ble for long-term care, 
the program allows the 
most vulnerable residents 
to stay safe and healthy 
while continuing to live in 
the comfort of their own 
homes.

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris said 
$7,783,900 will come to 
the Region of Waterloo 
Paramedic Services over 
the next three years to 
help grow and expand the 
service.

“This program saw 
some really great results 
but it was a bit limited in 
its capacity because it was 
only running five days 
a week, and it obviously 
wouldn’t be able to serve 
as many people in the 

community. And then of 
course with COVID, you 
had a lot more people 
wanting to obviously stay 
at home and not be in 
long-term care or just that 
long-term care beds just 
plainly weren’t available, 
and that’s been more of 
the bigger problem,” said 
Harris.

“The waitlist in Water-
loo Region is thousands 
of people – we have one 
of the longest waitlists 
in all of the province for 
long-term care, so I think 
as we look towards the 
future obviously trying 
to keep people out of the 
hospital in ALC beds or 
the alternative level of 
care beds, and also people 

just wanting to stay home 
and not be in long term 
care,” he added, noting 
the program expands to a 
“24/7 care model.”

The LTC version of the 
program will kick off April 
1, with paramedic services 
chief Stephen Van Valken-
burg welcoming the news.

“It’s actually going to 
hit the ground running 
on April 1, and we’ll start 
to expand, because we 
already have some of 
these folks within our 
community paramedic 
program. So, we’ll just 
ship them over to this side 
of the program and then 
we’ll expand that to get 
everybody else that’s on 
the waitlist – or as many as 
we can,” said Van Valken-
burg.

“Everybody that was 
long-term care waitlisted 

in the older program will 
be shifted over to the long-
term care, new program, 
and they’ll get the same 
exact services. They’ll still 
get home visits, they’ll 
still have remote patient 
monitoring, we’ll do 
education with them and 
their families and try to 
provide some connections 
to other community agen-
cies that can help them. 
So, the treatment and 
the program is virtually 
the same, except this is 
specific just to long term 
care.”

He says those who are 
still able to be indepen-
dent and do not need care 
are not eligible for this 
program.

People are referred 
to the program by local 
organizations, health 
and community care, or 

primary care around the 
region. 

Harris said the program 
will eventually expand to 
the point where anyone – 
even if they are not on an 
LTC waitlist – will be able 
to age in place and stay in 
their homes. 

“This is to help people 
with the waitlist but as we 
move forward, we want 
to be able to help people 
age in place, and I think 
that’s one of the goals 
that this will help do over 
the next few years. With 
three years of funding 
obviously this will expand 
the program considerably. 
We’ll be able to get some 
more really good data on 
how the program’s work-
ing, and then we’ll be able 
to see what we need to do 
in the future to be able to 
expand it even further.”
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TIMOTHY SCHMALZ

Coffee Social 
Speaker Series on Zoom with

Sculptor & Figurative Artist

Tuesday, March 2, 2021       10:30am

Registration is required.

To register, email:
contact@woolwichseniors.ca

An email zoom invitation will be sent out 
to those who register.

www.woolwichseniors.ca

Timothy Schmalz has been sculpting large scale 
sculptures for over 25 years and has pieces installed 

worldwide with some of his most renowned sculptures 
placed in historical churchres in Rome and at the 

Vatican. Hear about Timothy’s jounrey and how he 
describes his most important work as visual translations 

of the Bible. Learn about some of his large scale 
monument and the inspiration for his work. 

Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Free blood pressure  
 monitoring

• Free blood sugar
 monitor training

• Medication review 
 Meds-Check

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

the township’s budget 
allows. Repairing it to 
carry pedestrian traffic is 
expected to cost about $1.1 
million.

While building a new 
bridge would cost $4-$8 
million, depending on a 
one- or two-lane design, 
Coun. Murray Martin 
continued to maintain 
that was the best option.

In arguing for a new 
span, Martin stressed 
that he wasn’t advocat-
ing for the destruction 
of the current bridge. 
He suggested part of the 
existing structure could be 
included in a new one, or 
that it could be moved to 
a nearby site and retained 
as something of a historic 
monument. 

“At the end of the day, 
everybody will be happy,” 
he said of building a new 
bridge, again pointing to 
the need for a crossing 
for farmers in the area, 
particularly Old Order 
Mennonites who use 
horse-drawn buggies.

He was supported by 
Coun. Larry Shantz, who 
said continuing the envi-
ronmental assessment 
process wouldn’t mean 
a commitment to a new 
bridge, but would widen 
the options.

Mayor Sandy Shantz, 
who chaired the meet-
ing and didn’t vote, had 
pushed for an option that 
retains the current bridge 
but allows for buggy traf-
fic. But director of infra-
structure services Jared 

Puppe said investigations 
have shown no option that 
allows buggies to cross but 
blocks motorized vehicles 
from doing the same.

“I have a problem 
buying that we can’t have 
buggies going across, we 
can’t rehabilitate that 
bridge to the point where 
we can have buggies going 
across it. I think there 
must be a way to do that,” 
Shantz replied.

“My wish for this bridge 
is that it is pedestrian, 
cycling, snowmobiles. 
It’s a trail bridge, but also 
we have the capability for 
horse-and-buggies to go 
across it.”

Staff, however, main-
tained that even after 
consulting with the 
Mennonite community, 

there was no way to 
accommodate buggies 
without the risk of motor-
ized vehicles crossing it.

Puppe noted people 
don’t respect posted 
signs or load limits, 
adding that repairing the 
bridge to reinforce it for 
heavier vehicles would 
be cost-prohibitive, and 
such usage would severely 
shorten its lifespan.

In approving the 
rehabilitation option, 
councillors attached no 
timeframe to carry out the 
work. There’s no money 
set aside in the 2021 
budget for the project, 
with some suggesting it 
would be added to the 
township’s capital spend-
ing plan starting with the 
2022 budget.

BRIDGE: Most councillors opposed to tearing down the heritage structure, 
with staff noting it’s not cost-effective to repair it for vehicle traffic

→FROM 1

pated and supported the 
campaign. 

“Thank you to everyone 
who supported Woolwich 
Community Services.” she 
said, adding she hopes 
next year’s event can be a 
return to in-person, closing 
the event with the annual 
shared meal. 

“The fundraising efforts 
will be directed to several 
areas in our community... 
our food hamper program, 
our family programs, 
community support 
program, which helps 
individuals facing a variety 
of needs in the commu-
nity. And we also started 

Cerson notes the orga-
nization has about four 
acres of land in the area, 
allowing for an exten-
sion of the “sub-trail” to 
provide an alternative to 
the stairway.

“You’ll now have an 
option between the stair-
case or bringing the level 
grade access to get up to 
Katherine. Or if some-
body that’s walking their 
dog or just going out for a 
walk, they can just use as 
a loop – they can go down 
the staircase and walk 
down and come down on 
a loop. So, it’s got a lot of 
different functions. The 
primary thing is acces-
sibility, to make it easier 
for all people to be able to 
get from the level ground 
at the top of this staircase 
and down to the trail.”  

Other ongoing projects 
in the area include plans 
for bridges being installed 
across the Grand River 
near West Montrose and 
the Conestogo River near 
Wallenstein, as well as 

G2G TRAIL: Accessibilty projects to take center stage in 2021
→FROM 3

plans for a bridge replace-
ment in Milverton.  

The group is soliciting 
donations to aid with 
those projects, and looking 
for support from the local, 
provincial and federal 
governments.

Support from Woolwich 
has always been strong, 
Cerson notes.

“The residents of 
Woolwich really were 
the pioneers behind this 
whole entire trail. The 
Lions Club stepped up 

years ago,” he said. “So it’s 
a big thank-you from our 
family at the G2G to the 
local residents for really 
embracing something that 
has become now a back-
bone of trails in south-
western Ontario.”

G2G Trail executive director Doug Cerson at the Katherine Street section near West Montrose, where 
accessibility has become the priority in renovations this year. Damon MacLean
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COLDEST NIGHT: WCS easily surpasses target despite change to virtual 
→FROM 3 a rent support program 

this past year, which is a 
pilot program. So, there’s 
lots of ways that people’s 
money will be redirected 
back in helping those in 
our community,” Quinn 
explained.   

Neighbouring communi-
ties that took part in CNOY 
also raised money for the 
cause. Kitchener-Waterloo 
raised $226,693 for their 
campaign organized by the 
Ray of Hope community 
centre and Guelph raising 
$149,206 through HOPE 
House. Wilmot raised 
$23,432 supporting the 
Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre.

Monica and Ryan Weber participated in the CNOY with their sons 
Braydon and Owen.  Submitted

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs
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said VanderBaaren. 
“What we have sort 

of confirmed out of this 
process is that there is a 
desire for existing town-
ship residents to stay in 
the community and have 
an opportunity to down-
size and have appropriate 
housing that is senior-
friendly.”

He says staff are now 
looking into alternatives 
for moving the proj-
ect forward, including 

working with an existing 
landowner to create a 
development on their 
property that would 
include housing geared 
towards seniors. 

In total, 434 residents 
responded to the survey 
and an additional 11 emails 
were sent to the township 
regarding the proposal. 

VanderBaaren says of the 
responses from the survey, 
the things which stood 
out most for him include a 
strong response to the need 

for seniors’ housing within 
the township, adding 
he heard “interesting 
comments” surrounding 
whether the land in the 
proposal was good enough 
for such housing.

“There was a fairly 
strong response that, 
yes, there is a gap in 
the housing options for 
seniors and there’s lots 
of long-time residents in 
the community that don’t 
need their big house with 
a big property anymore 

but don’t want to move 
to Kitchener, Waterloo 
or elsewhere. They want 
to stay in the commu-
nity. There were some 
interesting comments as 
well around whether St. 
Clements and Linwood 
are even the right spots to 
have that kind of housing, 
because there aren’t a lot 
of ancillary services… a big 
grocery store, a doctor’s 
office, those kind of soft 
services that seniors need 
to take advantage of,” 

VanderBaaren added. 
Resident Tony Koebel 

was one of the 11 who 
sent an email in response 
to the proposal. In his 
missive, he states that 
other land should be used 
for housing, arguing that 
the sports fields should 
remain where they are.

“I think back on all of 
the years we tried to get a 
second diamond and now, 
20 years later, they want 
to go back to the way it 
was. You can’t run a ball 

HOUSING: Public feedbacks shows opposition to plan to convert recreation land in Linwood and St. Clements
→FROM 3 tournament with only 

one diamond. I realize it 
doesn’t get a lot of use, but 
once it’s gone, it’s gone 
forever. I don’t know what 
the future in Linwood looks 
like, but I would not give up 
that land for housing. That 
would make the sports 
complex less useable. I feel 
we should keep our options 
open and keep the land for 
sports. I think we should 
find a different spot for a 
housing complex,” wrote 
Koebel.

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

REGION OF WATER-
LOO LIBRARY (RWL) 
programs typically run 
with the intent of helping 
those of all ages expand 
their minds and horizons 
through reading. Whether 
it is the Summer Reading 
Club, Forest of Reading, or 
another program, growth 
through literary consump-
tion is something this – 
and most other libraries 
– push to their patrons. 

Launching a new 
program this year, RWL is 
intent to get younger kids 
aged five and under on 
the right path and support 
lifelong learning.

The 1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten program 
started this month and 
will run all year long with 
the goal of having parents 
read to their kids. Aimed at 
building reading success – 
as well as helping parents 
to bond with their kids – 
the program that started in 
the United States has been 
picked up by RWL and is 
open to individuals and 
families.

Sheryl Tilley, manager 
of library services with 
RWL, says the program’s 
goals have always been 
a good fit, with the 
pandemic situation 
making it an ideal time to 
adopt it formally.

“The big inspiration, I’ve 
got to say, is COVID. People 
are at home, and we’re able 
to make this virtual. We’re 
able to let parents reach 
out and engage their chil-
dren. And one of the most 
important aspects of 1,000 
Books Before Kindergarten 
– in addition to everything 
I’ve already mentioned 
– is bonding. So, it’s a 
safe, fun experience for 
the child to read that 
promotes mind body and 
spirit. What better time to 
actually promote bonding 

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

A WEEK AFTER THE 
LATEST lockdown, 
Waterloo Region is seeing a 
small uptick in the number 
of COVID-19 cases, with 
officials stressing that 
compliance with public 
health measures is needed 
to prevent a third wave of 
the coronavirus.

At midweek, there were 
338 active cases, 25 more 
than earlier in the week, 
but still down from the 345 
a week earlier. The number 
of hospitalizations was 
up over the same period, 
however, to 31 from 22 at 
the same time last week. 

The new cases bring the 
cumulative total since the 
pandemic began in the 
region to 10,438, of which 
9,875 have been deemed 
resolved – 94.6 per cent. 
There have been 222 
deaths linked to COVID-19.

This week’s increase 
followed lower numbers 
on Friday, when the region 
holds it weekly corona-
virus briefing. Medical offi-
cer of health Dr. Hsiu-Li 
Wang had urged caution.

“These improvements 
over the last few weeks 
have been significant 
and are the result of both 
the restrictions and our 
residents’ commitment to 
public health measures. 
The gradual lifting of 
restrictions and moving to 
the red control zone of the 
provincial framework is 
neither a normal reopen-
ing, nor a return to normal. 
It is imperative that we stay 
the course. The province is 
recommending the same 
thing for our resident, 
despite the fact we’re back 
in the colour-coded frame-
work.” 

To help the numbers 
continue downward, 
Wang suggests “we should 
only go out for essential 
reasons, and not gather 
with anyone outside of our 
household unless we live 

Health officials stress 
need for precautions to 
avoid a third wave

alone and wish to join one 
other exclusive house-
hold.” 

The region is seeing new 
cases of COVID-19 vari-
ants, which was predicted.

“This is not unexpected 
given provincial modeling 
and trends. We are working 
to include variant data 
on our dashboard in the 
coming weeks,” said Wang. 

The province has not yet 
seen variants of concern 
spread like the initial 
strain, and Wang warns if 
measures aren’t followed, 
we could see a new wave. 

“If we were to go up 
again, it wouldn’t be part 
of a second wave, it would 
be part of a third wave, 
which we’re trying to all 
work together to avoid. But 
we are past the peak of our 
second wave.

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, there were 92 
active cases, down from 
167 a week earlier.

167 active cases at 
midweek, down from 181 a 
week earlier. That catch-
ment area’s cumulative 
total was 4,596, of which 
4,401 (95.8 per cent) have 
been resolved. There have 
been a total of 103 fatalities 
since the pandemic began, 
increase of  eight in the 
past week.

The province is seeing 
some slowing of cases, 
with the total now at 
295,119,  an increase of 
some 8,000 in the past 
week.

There have been 6,884 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a 
mortality rate of 2.3 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
277,939 cases (94.2 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
30,677 active cases, a 
decrease of some 5,000 in 
the past week. The cumu-
lative total of confirmed 
cases now stands at 
852,269, with 21,762 related 
deaths, a mortality rate of 
2.6 per cent.

The journey of a thousand 
books starts with the first one
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten program aims to promote lifelong learning

and family support with 
parents reading to young 
ones than right now?” said 
Tilley. 

Parents can register 
for the program by going 
to the programs page on 
rwlibrary.ca and sign up to 
take part. They will then 
be able to read books to 
their kids and track their 
progress online – just like 
the Summer Reading Club 
– so they can see how they 
are doing and continue 
their work to expand their 
children’s outlook.

“With 1,000 Books 
Before Kindergarten it’s 
the same concept [as the 
reading club]. It’s online 
tracking for the parents, so 
they can see where they’re 
trending with the number 
of books read and kind of 
challenge themselves to 
keep up the good work.”

When parents finish 
all 1,000 books, kids will 
receive a certificate – in 

addition to an expansion 
of their knowledge and 
vocabulary – to show 
their progress. There is 
no timeline to finish the 
program – though, of 
course, completing the 
challenge before a child 
enters kindergarten is a 
good start. 

With the program, 
parents can read new 
books all the time, or even 
repeat books to further 
themselves along their 
path to success. 

Virtual badges will be 
awarded to participants 
as they work through the 
program, and next year 
they may even implement 
physical prizes just as they 
do for the Summer Read-
ing Club.

Tilley says it is never 
too early – or late – to 
start reading to your kids, 
because no matter what, 
the earlier a richer vocabu-
lary is exposed to kids, the 

better they are set for the 
future.

“It creates a rich vocab-
ulary experience for chil-
dren and studies show that 
good vocabulary expo-
sure, the earlier it is, the 
more it sets up the child 
for success. Again, this is 
that 1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten, so it’s never 
too early to start. You can 
start reading to your child 
in utero if you want, or 
day one when the child 
is born, because children 
recognize their mom’s 
voice and recognize family 
voices, so you can never 
start too early. On the 
other hand, it’s not too late 
to start. Anytime you want 
to start it could be age four 
and you hear about this 
program, by all means 
start. 1,000 Books is not a 
magical number what it’s 
doing is it’s encouraging 
parents to read to chil-
dren,” Tilley added. 

Sheryl Tilley is manager of library services at the Region of Waterloo Public Library, which launched 
the 1,000 Books program earlier this month. Sean Heeger
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To mark National 
Human Trafficking 
Awareness Day on 
Monday, the Ontario 
government introduced 
the Combatting Human 
Trafficking Act, new 
legislation and amend-
ments to existing legis-
lation to build upon the 
province’s $307 million 
Anti-Human Trafficking 
Strategy. 

“Our government is 
taking deliberate steps 
to put an end to human 
trafficking and protect 
victims and potential 
victims of this terrible 
crime,” said Premier Doug 
Ford in a statement. “This 
tough new legislation 
builds on our Anti-Human 
Trafficking Strategy we 
introduced nearly a year 
ago, giving law enforce-
ment additional tools to 

ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Province passes new Combatting Human Trafficking Act
help prevent and deter 
human trafficking.”

The proposed changes 
would support the 
government’s response to 
human trafficking by:

Supporting a long-term 
provincial response to 
human trafficking and 
emphasizing that all 
Ontarians have a role to 
play in combatting human 
trafficking;

Strengthening the abil-
ity of children’s aid societ-
ies and law enforcement 
to protect exploited 
children;

Supporting more survi-
vors and the people who 
support them in obtaining 
restraining orders against 
traffickers, with specific 
consideration for Indige-
nous survivors;

Increasing the govern-
ment’s ability to collect 

non-personal data to 
better understand the 
impact of the strategy 
and respond to human 
trafficking;

Providing law enforce-
ment with more tools to 
locate victims and charge 
traffickers by:

Increasing penalties for 
traffickers who interfere 
with a child in the care of 
a children’s aid society;

Clarifying how and 
when police services can 
access information from 
hotel guest registries 
to help deter trafficking 
and identify and locate 
victims, while establish-
ing regulation making 
authority to include other 
types of accommodation 
providers.

Requiring compa-
nies that advertise 
sexual services to have 

a dedicated contact to 
support investigations 
into suspected human 
trafficking.

Human trafficking is 
one of the fastest-grow-
ing crimes worldwide. 
Ontario is a hub for 
human trafficking, with 
the most police-reported 
incidents of human 
trafficking in the country 
occurring within the prov-
ince in 2019, accounting 
for approximately 55 per 
cent of all police-reported 
incidents of human traf-
ficking nationally. 

The average age of 
recruitment into sex traf-
ficking is approximately 
13 years old. More than 
70 per cent of human 
trafficking victims iden-
tified by police are under 
the age of 25.

FEBRUARY 17

6:45 AM | Welling-
ton County OPP, Centre 
Wellington Fire & Rescue, 
and Guelph-Welling-
ton Paramedic Services 
responded to a collision on 
Wellington Road 17 east of 
Alma. Initial reports indi-
cated that a pickup truck 
on Wellington Road 17 
collided with two other 
vehicles. Two drivers were 
transported by ambulance 
to hospital with serious 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries. The third driver was 
not injured. A 21-year-old 
Mulmur Township man 
was charged with ‘care-
less driving causing bodily 
harm,’ ‘operate motor 
vehicle no insurance’ and 

‘improper tires.’ The inves-
tigation is ongoing, and 
police are asking anyone 
that may have witnessed 
this collision to call 1-888-
310-1122.

FEBRUARY 19

9:01 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a break-in to 
a utility trailer that was 
parked at a construction 
site in the area of Crab 
Apple Crescent in Welles-
ley. Sometime overnight, 
unknown suspects forced 
entry to the trailer and 
stole power tools. The 
investigation remains 
ongoing. Anyone with 
information is encour-
aged to contact police at 

519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

FEBRUARY 20

1 :57 AM |  Po l ice 
responded to the area of 
Arthur Street North and 
Floradale Road in Wool-
wich for a single-vehicle 
collision after a driver lost 
control and struck a hydro 
pole. The investigation 
remains ongoing. 

2:19 PM | A two-vehicle 
collision brought police 
to the St. Jacobs round-
about. No injuries were 
sustained. As a result of 
the investigation, one 
driver was charged with 
‘change lane - not in 

safety.’

8:16 PM | A single-ve-
hicle collision occurred 
at Bloomingdale and 
Ebycrest roads near 
Bloomingdale when a 
driver lost control and 
struck a regional road 
sign. No one was injured.

FEBRUARY 22

7:58 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to Manser Road in 
Wellesley for reports of 
single-vehicle collision. 
The driver of the vehicle 
lost control and struck a 
hydro pole. Road condi-
tions were a factor. No 
injuries were sustained.
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Police responded to a minor collision Wednesday morning in Linwood. There were no injuries. Damon MacLean
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OpinionOpinion “The big banks can afford to do much more to 
help during this crisis, and must be required 
by law to disclose much more information 
about how they treat customers and borrow-
ers, and about their profits in every part of 
their business, to ensure they don’t gouge, 
discriminate against or abuse anyone.” 
Duff Conacher of Democracy Watch calls on Ottawa to 
make the banks do more for Canadians.

Canadians are divided on whether spring 
break should proceed at the same time as it 
usually does (31%), be cancelled (29%), or 
be postponed to a later date (27%) where 
they live. Some 8% of Canadians indi-
cate that they or someone in their house-
hold plan(s) to travel during spring break.
Leger poll

Verbatim The Monitor

Canada will undoubtedly implement a number of 
changes in response to the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic, most directly in the form of having 
enough personal protective equipment on hand 

and ensuring access to vaccines and other medications.
Even early on in the crisis, there was talk of the need to 

promote domestic production capability for items such as 
masks, gloves and gowns. More recently, the focus has shifted 
to vaccine research and production.

This week, a parliamentary committee heard the govern-
ment was too slow to react and provided too little in the way of 
financial support to the country’s pharmaceutical industry to 
help fuel a domestic vaccine. 

Ottawa could have tossed hundreds of millions of dollars 
at each of, say, a dozen domestic countries – getting a drug 
through all of the trials needed for regulatory approval can 
take upwards of $300 million – but that would not have guar-
anteed the development of a vaccine. It would also have had 
to hedge its bets by preordering from a number of the large 
international pharmaceutical companies to ensure access if 
and when a vaccine became available, which is the approach 
the government did in fact take.

The government has signed contracts to buy 234 million 
vaccine doses from seven different companies. To date, 
only the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna offerings have been 
approved by Health Canada, but others are under study at 
this point. If all seven products are approved, the country 
would have enough vaccine to inoculate everyone three times, 
an overabundance that Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has 
pledged to share with the rest of the world.

Given the time lag between developing a successful vaccine, 
having it improved and manufacturing large quantities, 
Canada and many other wealthy countries diversified the 
options by putting eggs in more than one basket. That was the 
right thing to do given what’s at stake.

In that vein, while ongoing investigations into today’s 
moves and preparing for the next pandemic are important, far 
more pressing is getting shots into arms as quickly as possible 
now. 

Not only are new variants throwing a wrench into the 
equation – each new strain changes the testing pattern and 
forces us to look at the efficacy of existing vaccines – they also 
increase the risk that the number of cases will rise again given 
increased transmissibility, for instance. The sooner everyone 
is vaccinated, the sooner new variants are likely to be less 
harmful.

Moreover, pandemic fatigue grows worse over time. Having 
just come through a restrictive lockdown, Ontarians are show-
ing themselves eager to get back out – even the significant 
limitations of the red zone seem liberating. The pre-Christmas 
situation was hardly life as usual, but its resumption has the 
air of a return to the new normal, whatever that may entail.

Now is not the time to let down our guard, however. Sure, 
the number of active cases dropped, but that was due to 
the lockdown. As we should all be aware at this point, the 
numbers can easily climb again. Having been down this road 
before in the past year, there are fewer excuses for lowering 
the most important defenses: wearing a mask and maintain-
ing physical distancing from others outside of our bubbles.  
The numbers dropped not because the virus was waning but 
because we were staying home, avoiding group situations and 
adopting good hygiene – relaxing our vigilance provides the 
virus an opportunity to spread once again.

While some of us may have been lulled into a false sense of 
security by lower cases counts and the re-opening of the econ-
omy, COVID-19 remains a threat. Health officials continue to 
warn us that is the case, with varying levels of response from 
the public: some of us have maintained new habits of social 
distancing, for example, while others are acting like the virus 
is a thing of the past.

Vaccines are now the priority 
to counter pandemic fatigue

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Texas puts out more carbon 
dioxide than any other 

U.S. state, so there was some 
innocent amusement to be 
had from the indignation of 
Texans unable to boil their 
drinking water during the Big 
Freeze  because the power was 
still out. Things like that are 
not supposed to happen in a 
modern, developed country 
like the US of A. How dare they?

Others, aware that Texas has 
cut every corner in the public 
services that it’s possible to cut, 
were unsurprised by the five-
day mini-disaster that struck 
the country’s second-biggest 
state (30 million people). One 
blogger wrote philosophically: 
“Occasionally, something will 
happen in Texas to remind the 
people who live here that we 
live in a failed state.”

A winter temperature 25°C 
colder than usual for the time 
of year is rare, but this is not 
the first time it has snowed in 
Texas. The electricity failed, 
triggering a cascade of other 
disasters, mainly because of a 
longstanding refusal to connect 
the state electricity grid with 
the two main national grids. 
(This was done to avoid federal 
supervision on prices and 
standards).

Other people have cold 

The convergence of Texas, 
Rossby waves, and wave-7

A WORLD VIEW

snaps too. Germany, Russia, 
Canada, even northern China 
get much colder than Texas, 
but they don’t end up freezing 
in the dark because they are 
prepared for it. Texas could 
have been prepared for it, too, 
but somebody in power would 
have had to read the science 
journals. Since they almost all 
got elected with donations from 
fossil fuel producers, that was 
never very likely.

The ‘explainers’ on the 
media talk about a rogue 
‘Arctic vortex,’ but what’s really 
happening is much simpler 
than that. It’s just what global 
heating has done to the north-
ern hemisphere’s ‘jet stream.’

The northern jet stream is 
a high-speed, high-altitude 
atmospheric ‘river’ that flows 
from west to east all the way 
around the planet. It marks the 
boundary between the polar 
air mass,  sometimes called the 
‘Polar Vortex’, and the warmer 
air masses of the mid-latitudes. 
(Eastbound airliners crossing 
the North Atlantic and the 
North Pacific often hitch a ride 
on the jet stream, saving up to 

an hour compared to the west-
bound journey.)

The energy that drives 
the jet stream comes from 
the temperature difference 
between the two air masses it 
divides. However, the Arctic 
is warming much faster than 
the rest of the world, so that 
difference is shrinking – and 
with less energy, the jet stream 
is slowing down.

It used to blast straight east 
all the way around the planet, 
but even then it occasionally 
developed long S-shaped 
kinks called Rossby waves: big 
loops extending far north and 
south of its usual track. As it 
has slowed down (the average 
speed is now 150-225 kph), the 
Rossby waves have grown both 
more frequent and bigger.

They are often now great 
loops deviating far north and 
south from the straight track, 
and those loops bring with 
them cold polar air rarely seen 
so far south, or warm air not 
seen previously so far north. 
That’s what happened to Texas 
last week: one of those Rossby 
waves brought cold Arctic air all 
the way south – and then stuck 
for a while.

The jet stream itself didn’t 
stop. It just flowed all the way 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

Maintaining infrastructure only if government makes it a priority

doesn’t have the money, 
and would have to borrow 
it. Yet more so when you 
look at the fact Woolwich 
already has a substantial 
infrastructure deficit 
measuring into the tens of 
millions, projects far more 
pressing and with more 
impact than a new bridge 
in Winterbourne.

Woolwich, like every 
other municipality in the 
country, is way behind 
in setting aside money 
to replace aging roads, 
bridges, sewers and facili-
ties. It faces an infrastruc-
ture deficit of more than 
$60 million over the next 
decade for road and bridge 
work alone.

For years we’ve coasted 
on the infrastructure built 
decades ago: we never 
saved for a rainy day, and 
now the skies have opened 

up. The township has too 
much on its plate to add to 
the list (or to spend money 
on non-essential services, 
but that’s another story).

Mounting expenses 
apply to all of the infra-
structure in the town-
ship, from water pipes 
to municipal buildings. 
Every government, in 
fact, has a growing list of 
things that need repair 
or replacement. And 
every government has 
been bad for years and 
decades at setting aside 
enough money to pay for 
those necessities. Most 
can’t even get a handle on 
today’s operating costs, 
let alone save enough for 
tomorrow. 

The federal and provin-
cial governments are the 
worst when it comes to 
fiscal mismanagement, 
from outright corruption 
and incompetence to 
deficit-spending in the 
name of buying votes. It’s 
the result of short-term 

thinking and a longstand-
ing policy to kick problems 
down the road for future 
governments to deal with. 
Eventually, the squirrels 
come home to roost. And 
eventually is now.

Woolwich’s historic 
bridges are a small part 
of a very long list of 
infrastructure projects 
in need of funding – the 
township repaired the 
Glasgow Street bridge, 
voted to close the Middle-
brook Place span and is 
now planning to restore 
the Peel Street bridge for 
pedestrian use only.

The township doesn’t 
have the means to tackle 
the most pressing infra-
structure jobs, in part due 
to the sheer volume and in 
part due to past choices – 
perhaps-unneeded projects 
and bloated operational 
costs, particularly staffing 
– that have drained coffers 
even as tax rates soar.  

When money has to 
be rationed – a lesson 

politicians seem to under-
stand when it comes to 
roads and bridges, but not 
transitory, unproductive 
operational spending 
– deciding on priorities 
becomes a numbers game. 
The numbers aren’t in the 
bridges’ favour.

What the Peel Street 
bridge does have going for 
it is the historical value. 
Unfortunately, we place 
a very low value on such 
things. That’s particularly 
true in this region, where 
historical-and-aesthetic  
have often been torn down 
in favour of function-
al-and-ugly, though that’s 
an affliction found in 
North American society in 
general. 

Platitudes will be 
mouthed, but in the end 
it’s the money that does 
the talking. Behind every-
where else and facing 
more pressing concerns, 
Woolwich is stuck with 
making choices.

It’s not alone in that 

regard. Infrastructure 
deficits are a well-dis-
cussed issue at every 
level of government; past 
practices and short-term 
thinking, a mainstay of 
politicians, caused very 
little money to be set aside 
over the years since much 
of the infrastructure, from 
sewer lines to hospital 
buildings, was being built 
back in the halcyon days 
of a growing economy and 
much lower costs.

To its credit, Woolwich 
has been setting aside 
more money for a rainy 
day – i.e. the coming 
infrastructure storm. It’s 
been allocating some 
surplus funds to reserves, 
and has in place a special 
infrastructure levy: it’s 
another tax, but with the 
money allocated for a real 
need rather than being 
flushed away. In that vein, 
however, the township 
has done little to rein in its 
operating budget in order 
to make a real dent in the 
deficit rather than taxpay-
ers’ wallets. The extra 
funds set aside are a good 
start, but they have not 
kept up with the growing 
list of projects. Even at 
today’s estimates – real 
costs are likely to be much 
higher, as there’s a history 
of being well off the mark 
with forecasts – the town-
ship is losing ground. 

Again, that’s not unique 
to Woolwich. Despite 
plenty of lip service, 
governments continue to 
do very little in the way 
of long-term planning, 
let alone actual follow 
through. The township is 
somewhat ahead of the 
curve, even if progress is 
limited.

At the municipal level 
there’s always been an 
expectation that senior 
levels of government 
would come through 
with the money to pay 
for the bulk of infrastruc-
ture projects. Now, with 
budget woes of their own 

It's that time of year. Well, virtually that time of year as the first-tap ceremony takes on a new look.

The outages in the 
Texas power grid 

indicate not only the perils 
of deregulation, but of 
officials failing to do the 
most important part of 
governing: making sure 
the infrastructure is solid.

To save costs and to 
thumb their noses at 
government oversight – 
the state has for decades 
refused to connect to the 
wider national grid to 
avoid federal regulations 
– Texas failed repeatedly 
to weatherize its energy 
infrastructure. This 
despite past examples of 
the bad things that happen 
when, for instance, wintry 
weather strikes.

Instead of spending 
perhaps millions to 
upgrade the system hit 
similarly a decade earlier, 
the costs will run into the 
tens of billions to restore 
the grid, repair the trans-
mission equipment and 
settle insurance suits for 
all of the damaged homes.

It’s a clear case of being 
penny wise – though in 
this case “wise” – and 
pound foolish.

Jumping all the way 
north to Woolwich, local 
officials are having an 
infrastructure debate of 
their own, albeit without 
the same political parti-
sanship. 

At issue here is the fate 
of the Peel Street Bridge 
in Winterbourne. Specif-
ically, whether or not to 
tear down the existing 
structure and spend 
several million dollars to 
replace it. Leaving aside 
the heritage value of the 
1913 steel span and the 
community’s desire to 
save it, the idea of a new 
bridge fails the cost-ben-
efit analysis: the crossing 
would be used by a few 
horse-drawn buggies, but 
at too high a cost.

Even in isolation, 
spending that kind of 
money doesn’t make 
sense. More so when you 
consider that the township →KANNON 10
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

The gravity of the situation means it’s time for a new canoe

is today. No, when I first 
bought it some 22-years 
ago, it weighed a mere 87 
pounds and it was easy for 
me to pick up, throw over 
my shoulders and load 
atop any vehicle I owned. 

In the last four or five 
years, however, it has 
gained a lot of weight, I 
suspect due to increased 
gravitational pull on 
the material. And while 
I can still throw it over 
my shoulders and load it 
atop any vehicle we own, 
I generally require a long 

nap after doing so. But this 
cuts into my fishing time, 
which is problematic.

I’m not sure why canoes 
are affected so much by 
gravity these days, but I 
know I am not the only one 
who thinks this is the case. 
In fact, it has got so bad 
that, my friends and I now 
consider the mere act of 
placing a canoe atop a car 
to be a team sport – which 
is why we now prefer just 
to watch from the side-
lines.

On the flip side, I 
think Jenn also honestly 
believes – probably 
because I repeat it 
constantly as she sleeps 
– that Kevlar canoes are 

The other day I told 
Jenn that I was 

seriously considering 
the purchase of a new 
and relatively expensive 
Kevlar canoe and, surpris-
ingly enough, she did not 
object in the slightest. I 
believe this was due to the 
fact that she was wearing 
her headphones at the 
time.

But I also think she is 
beginning to understand 
that as old canoes age, 
gravity takes a greater hold 
on them. After all, she is 
not averse to science.

For instance, my old 
17-foot, 36-inch beamed 
Coleman canoe was not 
always the 500 pounds it 

around that loop and kept 
going east, but the kink 
stayed put and the cold 
air in it froze Texas. This 
pattern will recur lots of 
times, and Texans will 
have to learn to live with 
it. Climate change doesn’t 
care whether you believe 
in it or not – and it may get 
worse.

In June and July of 
2018 record-breaking 
heatwaves hit the western 
United States, Western 
Europe and the Cauca-
sus-Caspian Sea region 
at the same time, while 
there was extreme rainfall 
and flash flooding on the 
U.S. east coast, in eastern 

Europe and in Japan. It 
was all happening in big 
Rossby loops that had 
taken over the entire jet 
stream.

All the loops, contain-
ing hot dry air or cool 
moist air, were ‘stuck’ for 
upwards of two weeks. 
Norway had its hottest 
temperature ever but only 
half the normal rainfall 
for July, while in Japan 
severe floods and land-
slides caused by heavy 
rain destroyed more than 
10,000 homes.

By last year, researchers 
had found that over the 
past 20 years the same 
pattern of seven stalled 
peaks and lows over the 

→FROM 8

DYER: Climate change will bring more extreme weather, 
and the need for governments to actually be prepared
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4 – 8 pm 
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same regions – ‘wave-7’ 
– has lasted seven times 
for more than two weeks. 
In the previous 20 years 
(1980-2000), that had not 
happened even once.

This suggests that the 
pattern is getting stronger 
– and the latitudes where 
the loops are stalling 
include most of the major 
‘breadbasket’ regions of 
the northern hemisphere. 
If we’re looking at a future 
of synchronized crop-kill-
ing droughts and heat-
waves in those regions, 
world food production is 
in big trouble.

It’s often the ‘unknown 
unknowns’ that do the 
worst damage.

desirable, mostly because 
they are lighter to begin 
with and, probably 
because they are made 
of space-aged material, 
not nearly as affected by 
gravity.

By my calculations, the 
average 45-pound Kevlar 
canoe would take another 
20 years before it reached 
the weight of the Coleman 
canoe I have now.

As convincing as this 
argument is, it is not, by 
itself, enough to tip the 
scales, especially given the 
weight of a Kevlar canoe’s 
price tag. That’s why I 
have started a concerted 
public relations campaign 
designed to convince Jenn 

I need a Kevlar canoe more 
than we need the money 
for lesser things such as 
food.

Primarily, that 
campaign consists of 
me grunting, groaning, 
wincing and holding my 
back in public on the days 
following the loading and 
unloading of my canoe. 
There are other equally 
embarrassing noises 
utilized to good effect as 
well.

I believe all of these 
factors are starting to 
soften her stance on the 
potential purchase, which 
will happen in the spring 
before the lakes open up.

In the end, however, it 

will eventually devolve 
into a financial deci-
sion. She will have to 
weigh the price of a new 
canoe against the price 
of keeping the old one. If 
we were in the U.S., this 
would be a no-brainer, 
medical costs being what 
they are. But thanks to 
our free public health 
care system, the financial 
benefits are not nearly as 
obvious.

Regardless, I think that 
framing this as a financial 
decision is a huge mistake, 
for how can you put a price 
tag on my happiness? Plus, 
it is a whole lot less expen-
sive than a new car with a 
lower roof.

– massively pronounced 
due to the pandemic – the 
province and the federal 
government have empty 
coffers of their own.

Cash-strapped munic-
ipalities have long called 
one-off grants and 
programs inadequate, 
preferring guaranteed 
slices of taxes such as the 
GST. There’s been some 
successes, such as sharing 
in fuel tax revenues, but 
many municipalities have 
proven unwise in their 
spending and mismanage 
the taxes they already 
collect; it would be folly to 
let them reach even deeper 
into our pockets. 

Municipalities should 
indeed expect a bigger 
share of the revenues 
collected by senior 
governments. Looking 
to fix its fiscal situation, 
Ottawa downloaded 

costs to the provinces. 
In Ontario, the prov-
ince in turn passed 
down the expense of 
many programs to the 
municipalities, with an 
inadequate share of the 
money to fund them. Over 
time, that decision put 
an increasing amount 
of strain on municipal 
budgets, and communi-
ties were hard-pressed to 
deal with immediate costs, 
let alone stockpile reserves 
for the replacement of 
aging infrastructure.

For the foreseeable 
future, however, munic-
ipalities will have to get 
their own houses in order 
if they’re going to deal 
with their infrastructure, 
some of it at a critical 
juncture. In the meantime, 
much will be sacrificed for 
years of neglect and still 
half-hearted efforts to save 
for the future.

→FROM 9

KANNON: Serious, long-term 
thinking has long been absent � Shop local and 

read local

To the Editor,
My thanks for putting 

the paper out every week 
for the last year. I find it 
informative and entertain-
ing.

Here's a new slogan 
"Shop Local, Read Local."

Also, thank you to our 
awesome arena staff. In 
case you wanted to walk 
they made sure the road 
and sidewalk around the 
arena was plowed and 
salted and safe to use. The 
inside staff kept every-
thing running so smoothly 
and they missed us all.

Their dedication kept us 
all safe.

How truly blessed are all 
to have an arena staff that 
cares, backed by a wonder-
ful newspaper.

Thanks for all you do.
Pat Robbins

ELMIRA

LETTER

a part-time basis while 
working her job and taking 
care of her family. 

When her fourth child 
came around, she decided 
to spend more time at 
home. Eventually she 
would decide to head back 
into the workforce, a move 
that would then lead her to 
the township.

Bisch has been the 
treasurer since 2013, 
taking over when the 
last treasurer left. She 
officially started work-
ing for the township in 
1994 as an administrative 
assistant. Originally, she 
was working an income 
tax job during the spring 
and in the off-season she 
accepted a part-time posi-
tion with Wellesley.

She would stay in this 
job until 2002, when after 
a review, it was suggested 
she become a tax collec-
tor. It was then she took 
on the mantle of deputy 
treasurer. She held that 
job until she took over as 
treasurer. 

Bisch and her husband 

Ron moved into their home 
in Wellesley Township 
in 1981, where the couple 
raised four children, and 
now have five grandchil-
dren, all of whom she is 
ready to spend more time 
with once it is safe given 
that she will have more 
time on her hands.

“[It would] be different 
if it wasn’t COVID, but I’m 
looking forward to having 
time to spend where I can 
actually go and visit my 
four children and their 
families – our family is all 
spread out, so I’d love to go 
see them more,” she said. 
“We’re not big travellers. 
When we have been trav-
elling, it’s been for specific 
purposes such as going to 
weddings, but we’re just 
not those people. I think 
even if COVID wasn’t here 
we just want to have more 

time spent with our with 
our grandchildren and our 
children.”

In addition to spend-
ing time with her family 
post-retirement day, 
Bisch and her husband 
are both volunteers with 
the Apple Butter and 
Cheese Festival, and she 
is a member of the Catho-
lic Women’s League at her 
church. 

In her final days working 
for the township in which 
she has lived for almost 
40 years, she’s looking 
back and appreciating the 
journey to this day.

“I can say that Wellesley 
Township is a fabulous 
place to live, no doubt 
about that. As I moved 
over here from Stratford, 
this has become home. 
But I think as far as my 
career, you need to just be 
open and flexible, and as 
opportunities arise jump 
on them, even if you don’t 
feel like you’re qualified. 
Take the time to learn 
everything you can, so 
you can do the best job 
possible.”

RETIREMENT: Working her way up through the ranks
→FROM 2

Teresa Bisch
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A harvest of local 
farming innovation.
Connect to the land.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Rural
Connections

Rural
Connections

Canadians are more likely to look for Cana-
dian food in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic according to a new survey by 
Farm Credit Canada (FCC). When asked if 
their behaviour has changed since the start 
of the pandemic, 58% said they are more 
likely to buy Canadian made or grown food, 
and 56% are more likely to look for Canadian 
made or grown food. 

The federal government received 343 
applications from innovators in Canada and 
around the world as part of its Food Waste 
Reduction Challenge. The $20-million 
program was launched in November, call-
ing for business model solutions that can 
prevent or divert food waste at any point 
from farm-to-plate. 

Survey says ... Taking up the challenge

7668 8th Line Drayton 519-638-3457 cleanfieldservices.ca

Improve Planter Performance Where It Counts!
Bring In Your Seed Metering System To 

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-3232371 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

Humans are creatures 
of habit. Most of us 

are hardwired to leave our 
homes to go to a place of 
work, along with colleagues. 
Most never really ques-
tioned it.

Earning a living was 
about going through the 
endless commute, deal-
ing with gossip and office 
politics, and working with 
people you like and dislike.

However, the COVID-19 
pandemic and the crisis 
surrounding it have made 
the inefficiencies of the 
normal 9-to-5 work day 
more obvious.

Almost a year after the 
pandemic came suddenly 
into our lives, reports 
suggest that many people 
are working longer hours 
while experiencing screen 
fatigue and the challenges 
of working remotely. Many 
have struggled to strike a 

balance between work and 
personal time when both 
are spent under the same 
roof.

Physical barriers that 
divided us from our work-
space no longer exist for 
many of us.

In the process, employers 
and employees have real-
ized that substantial savings 
can be achieved by using 
technologies that weren’t 
around just a few years 
ago. Now we have virtual 
meetings and conferences 
– some virtual conferences 
even get participants to 
create avatars when attend-
ing.

But attending virtual 
anything won’t get people to 
eat together or grab a coffee 
while chatting about work. 
You can’t feed an avatar.

Some conferences, 
therefore, are starting to 
send food and samples to 

As the 9-to-5 workday fades, 
the food industry prepares to benefit

→ STANDARDS  12

Changes in how we work could be a boon to the food industry. 

Since the initial 
announcement of the 

Clean Fuel Standard (CFS) 
Regulatory Framework 
in 2017, the Canadian 
government has prepared 
to implement a Clean 
Fuel Standard to reduce 
annual greenhouse gas 
emissions and lower 
the full lifecycle carbon 
intensity of fuels used in 
industry, transportation 
and buildings.

With a Clean Fuel 
Standard in place, fuel 
producers and suppliers 
can help meet reduced 
carbon obligations and 
earn compliance credits 
by lowering the lifecycle 
carbon intensity of fuels. 
One example of how they 
may do this is by supply-
ing low carbon-intense 
fuels such as ethanol in 
gasoline or biodiesel in 
fuel. 

The Ontario Federa-
tion of Agriculture (OFA) 
believes the implemen-
tation of CFS regulations 
can result in better 
pricing opportunities for 
Ontario farmers by creat-
ing significant growth in 
the Ontario crop markets 
while working towards a 
healthier, more sustain-
able climate. 

The CFS will play a 
large role in the produc-
tion of farm-grown 
feedstock. A carbon 
lifecycle assessment 
is used to analyze the 
greenhouse gas impact of 
fuels through the entire 

Optimistic about 
benefits of a Clean 
Fuel Standard

production lifecycle. For 
farmers, this includes the 
cultivation and harvest of 
feedstock used to produce 
low carbon intensity 
fuels. Land Use and Biodi-
versity (LUB) criteria 
mentioned in Section 38 
of the proposed regu-
lations will ensure the 
cultivation and harvest of 
feedstock do not reduce 
biodiversity or pose risks 
to any vulnerable species, 
ecosystems and habitats. 
The LUB criteria will also 
help reduce indirect land-
use changes that risk 
increasing carbon emis-
sions by the displacement 
of forests, wetlands and 
grasslands.

Increased markets for 
crops and crop residues 
in Ontario can provide 
opportunities for farm-
ers to contribute to the 
production of lower 
carbon-emitting fuels. 
However, there is still 
work that needs to be 
done to ensure regula-
tions are attainable for 
Ontario farmers. Having 
the ability to produce and 
grow quality crops is just 
as important as protect-
ing the environment. 

Many farmers are 
concerned the proposed 
regulations will hinder 
their ability to produce 
and grow feedstocks, 
impact the expansion 
and growth of farmland 
in northern Ontario, 
increase excluded zones 

participants at their homes 
so the experience can be 
synchronized between 
many addressees.

Whether it’s about 
sampling new food or 
offering a full meal deliv-
ered at the exact same time 
to meeting participants, 
the food service industry is 
more capable of supporting 
these types of events than 
before the pandemic.

Nothing will replace 
face-to-face meetings and 
conferences, obviously, and 
they will come back. But 
for cash-strapped organi-
zations, or companies that 
can’t afford lavish hotels 
and restaurants, the tech-
nologies being developed 
today can help to get their 
feet through valuable doors. 
And the food service indus-
try – catering, casual or fine 
dining players – can be part 
of this new trend.

Trying new products 
without the distraction that 
hyper-socialization brings 
at events can get potential 
customers to pay more 
attention.

The Reddit-GameStop 
situation points to how 
democratized information 
can change market condi-
tions swiftly, regardless 
of how much capacity an 
organization has. It’s a new 
world.

Work flexibility is slowly 
becoming a thing. The flex 
option will allow employ-
ees to come into the office 
up to three days a week. 
An increasing number of 
companies are commit-
ting to getting employees 
to work from home most 
of the time, while visiting 
the workplace from time 
to time. The U.S. company 
Salesforce, which employs 
→ WORKDAY 12
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1.800.556.9452        amiattachments.com

For more informa�on visit: h�ps://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts Genes that fit your farm® is a registered trademark of SeCan.

Let’s talk -   
Research, Barley opportunites,
Genes that fit your farm® 
Research pays off and we aren’t done yet! 
Cribit Seeds works hard in partnership with 
SeCan to find the best varieties to fit your farm

 Excellent yield
 High test weight
 Great disease package 
 Mid maturity
 Limited supply Contact us Today

Craig@cribit.com | julia@cribit.com| 519-664-3701

Esma

2-Row Barley
 Top yielding
 Strong straw
 Excellent standability
 Mid maturity
 Good supply 

KWS Kellie

2-Row Barley

New for 2021 Exclusive Release

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira
www.rytechmachine.ca

near riparian zones and 
wetlands, and create red 
tape. 

To address these 
concerns, Section 39 of 
the proposed regula-
tions recognizes that the 
criteria set out for crop 
feedstocks by the U.S. 
EPA for their renewable 
fuel standard are strin-
gent enough to comply 
with the LUB criteria. 
This means all Canadian 
Agricultural feedstock is 
eligible for CFS compli-
ance credit creation.

Livestock farmers have 
also voiced concerns on 
the treatment of pasture-
land as restricted grass-
land that cannot be used 
to produce feedstock for 
CFS compliance credits. 
Although pasturelands 
left unseeded for 10 
years could be deemed 
as restricted grassland 
under the proposed 
regulations, intermittent 
seeding of pasturelands 
allows these fields to 
remain unrestricted for 
cultivating and harvest-
ing CFS compliant feed-
stocks.

As a united industry, 
we need to work with the 
federal government to 
find a balance between 

addressing setbacks and 
supporting the better-
ment of the environment 
where we live, work and 
play. If there are proper 
measures to help create 
attainable regulations, 
these initiatives will help 
support a healthy envi-
ronment on farms and are 
a step in the right direc-
tion. 

The agriculture 
community needs invest-
ments in programs that 
advance positive environ-
mental initiatives across 
the country. This can be 
done through cost-share 
incentives and by increas-
ing market opportunities 
like a Clean Fuel Stan-
dard. Ultimately, if the 
objective is to improve 
the environment by 
collecting a carbon tax, 
why not invest those 
funds back into the envi-
ronment we’re trying to 
protect and preserve?

As farmers, we don’t 
want more paperwork or 
red tape when following 
regulations. We want to 
work collectively towards 
a better environment 
while minimizing any 
burden required to meet 
this new standard. 

It’s important to recog-
nize that it’s difficult to 
create a one-size-fits-all 
approach for all of Canada 
to follow. OFA will 
continue to advocate for 
the federal government to 
accommodate different 
regional jurisdictions and 
crop management prac-
tices across the country. 
Any Clean Fuel Standard 
that is implemented will 
need to recognize these 
differences, with reason-
able compliance burden, 
helping farmers follow 
best farm management 
practices while improving 
the environment. 
Drew Spoelstra is vice 
president of the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture.

about 50,000 people, is the 
latest to do so.

The financial case for 
employers is just too strong 
for them to overlook oppor-
tunities that work-from-
home or work-from-away 
can provide.

Since employers are 
looking for ways to trust 
employees when they can’t 
always see them, we all need 
to figure out how to foster 
social capital for ourselves 
as employers. That’s what 
the pandemic is forcing us 
to learn and food service 
can certainly support our 
workforce in transition.

The four-day work week 
is also being considered by a 
growing number of employ-
ers. A Harris Poll suggested 
that 82 per cent of employ-
ees would consider working 
more hours over four days 
instead of working fewer 
over five. Respondents felt 
it would make them more 
productive.

Traffic at grocery stores 
increases by 25 to 30 per 
cent on Saturdays and 
Sundays, essentially 
because most of us only 
have the weekend to shop 
for food.

Few of us enjoy grocery 
shopping on weekends, 
especially these days. 

Beyond the long lines at 
the cashier, by Sunday 
afternoon, empty shelves 
aren’t uncommon. In-store 
merchandizing and traffic 
management practices 
could improve to make our 
grocery experience much 
more enjoyable.

Online shopping is also 
likely to expand its foot-
print. Before COVID-19, 
about 1.7 per cent of all food 
was purchased online. Now, 
it’s almost four per cent. 
This also provides oppor-
tunities for companies to 
redefine their relationship 
with consumers, regardless 
of their roles within the 
supply chain.

Processors, startups, 
farmers’ markets and 
farmers now have a link to 
consumers without spend-
ing millions on marketing, 
thanks to COVID. That 
means more choice for 
consumers and more 
opportunities for all food 
players.

So if the 9-to-5 workday 
ends, good riddance. The 
food industry can only 
benefit over time.
Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is 
senior director of the agri-
food analytics lab and a 
professor in food distribu-
tion and policy at Dalhousie 
University.

→FROM  11→FROM  11

WORKDAY: Producers now have
a direct link to Canadian consumers

STANDARDS:  Farmers don't want 
red tape, but a better environment
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BusinessBusiness Beginning today, residential and small busi-
ness customers will resume paying higher 
time-of-use pricing on their electricity bills, 
the province having lifted the fixed price put 
in place during the pandemic. 

Home Hardware Stores Ltd has joined with 
Quebec-based Groupe Turcotte to acquire 
Quebec-based home improvement retailer 
Patrick Morin Inc. The deal will see Group 
Turcotte and Home Hardware Stores Limited 
purchase 21 stores and one distribution 
centre in the province of Quebec.

Higher hydro bills Quebec acquisition

SHOP LOCAL.
SAVE LOCAL  

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

IF YOU HAVE BEEN 
INSIDE the Elmira Home 
Hardware store in the 
past couple of weeks, you 
might have noticed some 
rearranging going on. 
The latest moves were to 
accommodate an M&M 
Food Market Express, 
which is now open inside 
the store.

Unlike arrangements 
where restaurants rent 
space inside a store – think 
of the McDonald’s loca-
tions inside Walmart – the 
M&M goods are incorpo-
rated into the Home Hard-
ware inventory, scanned 
at the checkout. It’s an 
arrangement that’s been 
rolling out for some time 
at Home Hardware stores 
in Western Canada.

For Elmira Home Hard-
ware owner Krista McBay, 
the idea is one that’s been 
percolating for years.

“In 2007, we were going 
to put an M&M in the store 
as a franchise location. 
And at the end of the day, 
it just didn’t work out, so 
we put that on hold. It’s 
always been in the back of 
my mind that I wanted to 

get them in at some point,” 
she explained.

Renovating and relocat-
ing sections of the store 
aren’t uncommon in the 
retail business. With this 
latest makeover at her 
store, McBay saw the time 
as right for adding some-
thing new to the mix.

“We start renovating 

Meals from Home you can take home

→ MARKET 15

Elmira Home Hardware owner Krista McBay has added an M&M Food Market Express section to her store. Damon MacLean

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

SINCE 1998, THE GRAND 
RIVER Conservation 
Authority (GRCA) has 
aimed to improve water 
quality and protect 
groundwater by provid-
ing farmers with funding 
to implement voluntary 
projects, through the Rural 
Water Quality Program 
(RWQP). 

It initially started when 
the Region of Waterloo 
started to look at their 
long-term water strategy 
in conjunction with the 
New Hamburg wastewater 
treatment plant. From 
there, they recognized 
there must be efficiencies 
to keeping water clean.

Since then, almost 
46 per cent of farms in 
Waterloo Region (637 of 
1,374) have participated 

in the RWQP, undertaking 
projects to protect adja-
cent water bodies such as 
installing fences to keep 
livestock out, building 
manure storage and plant-
ing trees.

The program is funded 
by municipalities and the 
money is then given to the 
GRCA to deliver to land-
owners for their approved 
projects. 

“The program has a → GRCA 15

nity, and they look at 
projects and approve them 
based on their merits for 
improving and protecting 
water quality,” said Louise 
Heyming, supervisor of 
conservation outreach 
with the GRCA.“It’s just 
very much locally driven.”

She says farmers are 
stewards of the land and 
programs like this help 
them to do more for the 
community. 

M&M Food Market Express now open at the Elmira Home Hardware store, a new take on the franchise

and we’re always moving 
things around in the store 
– it’s the nature of the 
beast. We heard that there 
were a couple stores out 
west that were doing it, 
so I thought ‘well, maybe 
we’ll give it a try,’” she said 
of the addition of the M&M 
shop.

An expansion into vari-

GRCA program enables farmers to improve and protect water quality
“I think it’s important 

to note that the farmers 
are good stewards of the 
land, and programs like 
this, help them to do more. 
There’s a real strong focus 
recently, or a growing 
focus on the importance of 
soil health, and I think this 
program helps to support 
soil health and farm 
sustainability because 
what’s  good for farms is 

ous retail chains has been 
a priority for the M&M 
Food Market since the 
company rebranded two 
years ago from the M&M 
Meat Shops moniker. That 
includes the Express offer-
ings in locations such as 
Home Hardware stores.

In Elmira, McBay has 
made room for the section 

on the west side of her 
store, near the Maple 
Street entrance, where the 
M&M Food Market Express 
items will be processed 
through a regular check-
out counter.

“It’s actually just 
another department of our 
Home Hardware.  Those 
items are in our system, so 

that will just be you’ll get 
a Home receipt or you will 
get an M&Ms receipt,” she 
explained.  

The store will be carry-
ing 135 items from the 
M&M lineup, a subset of 
the full offerings based on 
the most popular selec-
tions in the market.

list of eligible practices 
where funds are available. 
And that was created 
with input from the local 
farm community. So, if 
someone is interested 
in applying, they would 
contact us at GRCA, and 
we would work with them 
to submit an application. 
It then goes to a review 
committee which is made 
up of representatives from 
the agricultural commu-
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

Calling small business owners
COVID-19 support could be available to you.

• Grants of up to $20,000 through the Ontario
Small Business Support Grant

• Up to $1,000 in support for purchasing PPE
through Ontario's Main Street Relief Grant

• Rebates for property tax and energy costs

We’re working to ensure small businesses 
can keep employing people and serving 
their communities now and when COVID-19 
is behind us.

Visit ontario.ca/COVIDsupport to apply

Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario 

Chloe Futher (10) from Elmira shows off her snow fort. Submitted

Sadie Frey (6) and her dad from Elmira made a quinzhee, a type of snow fort. Submitted

2021

Jackson (8), Braun (10) and Oakley (4) Draper from Elmira pose with their snow creations named 
Snowy, Leaf and Maple. Submitted

observerxtra.com

We are finalists in eight categories
 for the ONCA’s 2020 BNC Awards

General Excellence Circ. 12,500 - 22,499
Best Editorial  Circ. over 10,000
Humour Columnist of the year
Cartoonist of the year
Best Front Page Circ. over 10,000
In House Promotion
Local Retail Layout
Best Community Website Circ. over 10,000
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Equality, inclusion and 
diversity (EID) are 

being embraced through-
out society – and where 
they’re not, you have to 
stop and wonder why.

For example, in 
Saskatchewan, members 
of the Saskatchewan 
Cattlemen’s Association 
rejected a resolution at 
their annual general meet-
ing last week calling for 
the organization’s name to 
be changed to something 
more inclusive.

No alternative name 
suggestion was put 
forward as part of the 
resolution. 

But if precedents in 
other provinces are any 
indication – for example, 
Ontario Beef, Alberta 
Beef Producers, Chicken 
Farmers of Canada – the 
members might have 
settled on something as 
gender neutral and inclu-
sive as Saskatchewan Beef. 

Such names push the 
right buttons for EID.

And very importantly, 
they draw consumers’ 
focus on the final product, 
rather than on the animal 
itself.   

One problem with the 
Saskatchewan resolu-
tion was procedural. The 
Western Producer farm 
newspaper reported that 
the mover, Ross Macdon-
ald, was well intentioned.

“I just think it’s appro-
priate, that we’ve got a 
pretty diverse organiza-
tion and the term cattle-
men definitely doesn’t 
fairly represent what goes 
on in our house and I’m 
pretty sure a lot of houses 
that are associated with 
this organization,” he said.

Sounds good. But he 
should have made a reso-
lution to study changing 
the name, not actually do 
it on the spot…and espe-

cially, with no alternative 
provided. Big mistake. 
It didn’t have to be done 
right away.

Another problem is 
that the refusal makes 
Saskatchewan beef 
producers look out of 
step – and they’re not. 
Saskatchewan is home 
to some of the most 
forward-thinking beef 
producers in Canada. 
Raising beef cattle is a 
huge part of the province’s 
heritage. Farmers and 
ranchers there produce 
about 20 per cent of Cana-
da’s beef. They’re tuned 
into production, research, 
marketing, everything 
you’d expect from leaders.   

Here’s another rub. 
After beef animals that are 
born on the prairies reach 
a certain age and weight, 
they’re shipped to Ontario 
to finish growing before 
being processed and sold 
as beef here. It’s Canada’s 
biggest market by far, with 
total sales at food stores 

reaching about $32 billion 
a year.

So that means what 
Ontario consumers think 
about issues – animal 
welfare, nutrition, EID, 
whatever affects sales—
should matter to anyone 
who sells to them, from 
wherever.

That kind of awareness 
is why I urge communi-
cations students to follow 
issues. You can be the 
best food producer in the 
world, but if you aren’t 
tuned into the issues of the 
day, you are doing yourself 
a disservice and poten-
tially losing markets.

Unfortunately, as the 
Producer reported, the 
cattlemen’s past-chair 
Rick Toney missed that 
point. He’s reported to 
have said the term “cattle-
men” doesn’t refer to men. 

In his mind, it’s a heri-
tage name, one that’s been 
used for a long time and 
shouldn’t change.

“We’re all over this 

Consumers will thank you for embracing inclusion
damn liberal shit,” the 
Producer reported him 
saying. “We’re being crazy 
here… monkeying around 
(and) all this expense 
for nothing is a bunch of 
garbage in my mind.”

Perhaps some of the 
Washington Redskins’ 
and Edmonton Eskimos’ 
supporters thought people 
were just “monkeying 
around” too, insisting on 
name changes. Same with 
executives at Chrysler, 
who are being pressured 
for EID reasons to drop the 
name Cherokee from their 
popular Jeep.

I saw those same execu-
tives claim the Indigenous 
names they’re using have 
a heritage value and that 
they honour those associ-
ated with their origins.

But society’s not buying 
it. More than ever, names 
matter.

Past-chair Toney is right 
about one thing: there’s 
a big financial cost to a 
name change. 

However, that’s the cost 
of doing business, espe-
cially business you want 
to keep. 

Consider how Kentucky 
Fried Chicken became 
KFC when fried food 
became associated with 
health problems. And how 
about Dunkin’ Donuts? 
Just call the company 
Dunkin’ now…doughnuts 
are a treat, but these days, 
how many people order 
a doughnut with their 
coffee? The name is passé.

And the same goes for 
“cattlemen.”The modern 
interpretation of the 
term, at least to many of 
their customers, is men 
producing cattle. Not farm 
or ranch families, and 
certainly not women. Men.

And it’s no longer 
acceptable. 

So c’mon, Saskatchewan 
cattlemen, be like Blue 
Ribbon Sports…which in 
1978, became Nike. Just 
do it. Changing with the 
times is perfectly fine. 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

“We’ll know very 
quickly what sells and 
what doesn’t, then we’re 
allowed to go back to them 
and make requests. They 
said they can’t necessarily 
support all of our requests 
but they definitely will do 
whatever they can to make 
it work.”  

She said she’ll encour-
age customers to leave 
feedback about their 
favourites, noting her list 
includes the Nanaimo 
bars.

“I have a word of 
caution: some of the 
dishes are addicting. 

also good for the water-
shed health and environ-
mental sustainability.”

In 2019, 88 projects 
worth $627,395 were 
completed with support 
from RWQP. Cost sharing 
totalled $282,341 ($241,061 

Krista McBay with the new freezers in place 
at the store. Damon MacLean

M&Ms has come a long 
way from where they were 
even 10 years ago – the 
quality, the nutritional 
value,” said McBay. 

“It’s not your typical 
freezer-burnt frozen food. 
There are a lot of very 
strict precautions in place 
to make sure that the prod-
uct is flash-frozen so it’s 
frozen fresh – everything 
is timed. You’re going to be 
hooked.”

While an official launch 
party will have to wait 
given the circumstances, 
the M&M Food Market 
Express is now open at the 
22 Church St. W. location.

MARKET: This isn't your typical 
frozen-food section, says McBay

→ FROM 13

GRCA: Program has proven to be a popular option for farmers looking to help protect groundwater quality
→ FROM 13 from the Region of Water-

loo and $41,280 from 
federal and provincial 
initiatives delivered by the 
GRCA).

She says about 1,900 
projects have been 
completed since this was 
implemented in 1998. 

Almost $7 million in 
grants have been given 
out and landowners have 
contributed more than $12 
million to these projects. 
In total almost $20 million 
has gone to projects such 
as these. 

Eligible projects under 

the RWQP include manure 
storage, milk-house waste, 
clean water diversion, 
dead stock composting, 
nutrient management 
plans, manure storage 
decommissioning, cover 
crops, tree planting and 
fragile land retirement, 

living snow fences, natural 
area restoration and 
creation, exclusion fenc-
ing, erosion control struc-
tures, tile drain control 
structures, machinery 
crossing improvements, 
fuel storage/handling, 
fertilizer and/or chem-

ical handling storage, 
wellhead abandonment, 
wellhead protection, and 
innovative technologies. 

Grants range from 
$2,000 to $25,000 depend-
ing on the project.

For more information, 
see www.grandriver.ca.

I  ♥ my local newspaper.
The Observer is celebrating its twenty-fifth 
anniversary in 2021. We'll be taking stock of this 
important milestone in the coming months.
Stay tuned for details.
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ArtsArts Elora Community Theatre is continuing its 
online performances, with Stuart Little on 
tap for Apr. 24. ECT is holding auditions 
Mar. 7 (2 and 7 p.m.), looking for actors of 
all ages. Auditions will be done via Zoom. 
For more information, contact Deb Stanson 
at debstanson@gmail.com.

Globe Studios, a not-for-profit creative arts 
hub, now owns the entire building at 141 
Whitney Pl. in Kitchener, thanks to a grant 
of $150,000 from Ontario Trillium Foundation 
and financing from Libro Credit Union. The 
move adds another 10,500 sq. ft. of space 
for arts and culture, which the group says is 
in short supply in Waterloo Region.

ECT holding auditions More artistic space

Call us today
to book with Nimmy 

to inquire about  family 
centered paediatric

 physiotherapy.

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East
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Curious about how 
Paediatric Physiotherapy 

can help your child?can help your child?can help your child?can help your child?
Our Physiotherapist Nimmy 

has also taken advanced 
education in paediatric therapy.

Call us today
to book with Nimmy 

to inquire about  family 
centered paediatric

 physiotherapy.

www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East

 Torticollis 
 Plagiocephaly (�at head)
 Toe walking 
 Infantile postural scoliosis
 Pronated feet 
 Flat feet /pes planus 
 Idiopathic isolated clubfoot
 Gross motor developmental delays

Common Conditions

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
IS A WIDESPREAD 
problem at the best of 
times, but the stresses of 
the pandemic, economic 
downturn and resultant 
lockdowns make it worse. 
Looking to bring into the 
light issues many people 
face behind closed doors, 
Theatre of the Beat is 
presenting Unmute: The 
Impact of a Pandemic on 
Gender-Based Violence.

A pair of performances 
this week brings the 
virtual show to the area. 
It’s being presented 
Friday at 7:30 p.m. in 
conjunction with the 
Waterloo North Menno-
nite Church and St. Jacobs 
Mennonite Church. On 
Saturday, again at 7:30 
p.m., it’s the turn of 
the Elmira Mennonite 
Church.

The production was 

launched in November as 
part of domestic violence 
awareness month, in 
keeping with the theatre 
group’s mandate. Since 
Theatre of The Beat’s 
inception in 2011 in 
Toronto, their goal has 
been to be the catalyst for 
social justice conversa-
tions. A decade of touring 
productions has seen 
the theatre troupe travel 
from coast to coast, trek 
through the United States 
and even visit the Nether-
lands.  

Over the summer, 
Lindsey Middleton and 
colleagues Cedric Martin 
and Kimberlee Walker 
worked on a script that 
reflects the increased 
risks of family violence 
brought on by the 
pandemic.

“Kimberlee Walker, 
who is our education and 
outreach coordinator, 
who is also one of the 
co-founders of Theatre 

Domestic violence in the theatrical spotlight
Jonathan Brubacher is pastor at Elmira Mennonite Church, which this weekend offers up an online production of Unmute: The Impact of a Pandemic on Gender-Based Violence. Damon MacLean

Mennonite churches presenting Theatre of the Beat’s production of Unmute: The Impact of a Pandemic on Gender-Based Violence
of the Beat, she is a social 
worker by trade, and she 
has worked in the domes-
tic violence field. So, 
she wrote a proposal to 
Women’s Crisis Services 
of Waterloo Region 
and DART – Domestic 
Assault Response Team 
of Waterloo Region – 
saying that she wanted 
to create a show around 
these themes,” explained 
Middleton, who’s been 
part of the theatre group 
since 2018 as a writer and 
performer.

“There were a lot of 
news articles that came 
out pretty early on in the 
pandemic saying that the 
rise of domestic violence 
was kind of skyrocketing 
due to the pandemic, 
because people now 
couldn’t leave their homes 
and they couldn’t get to 
those safe spaces that 
they normally would.”   

Middleton said the 
team would have weekly 

ZOOM meetings to prog-
ress through the produc-
tion and estimates it took 
two months to complete 
the digital writing 
process. 

“I spent a lot of the 
summer writing, which 
was honestly not a bad 
thing,” she said of her own 
time at home.

In addition to co-writ-
ing the production, 
Middleton is part of the 
cast alongside the two 
other writers. They’re 
joined by Duncan 
Gibson-Lockhart, Frances 
Loiselle, Calvin Peterson 
and Yusuf Zine, with facil-
itation done by Walker 
and dramaturgy by Sukh-
preet Sangha. 

The production was 
approved and saw four 
sold-out shows in Novem-
ber with attendance from 
all over the country. Now 
in its second round of 
touring, the shows make it 
to this area on the week-

end.
As a forum produc-

tion, the play runs at 
45 minutes. Then the 
audience is encouraged 
to Unmute and take a 
proactive involvement in 
rewriting the story. Each 
show has a capacity of 100 
people.  

Elmira Mennonite 
Church pastor Jonathan 
Brubacher is encouraging 
more people to register for 
the play. 

“It’s open to anyone. We 
certainly welcome people 
from beyond our church 
community, beyond our 
church to participate – 
we hope that people do, 
because we feel it’s an 
important topic right now. 
And we would love for 
that to be a resource for 
all sorts of people in our 
community.”  

He adds that one of the 
notable aspects of the 
production is the audi-
ence having the ability to 

engage with the cast or 
simply sit back and enjoy 
the show. To register for 
the February 27 show-
ing of Unmute, visit the 
Elmira Mennonite Church 
website at 
elmiramennonite.ca.  

As a sort of epilogue 
to the production, 
‘industry professionals’ 
will be in attendance to 
speak about ways to help 
people connect with the 
resources available to 
them if they are experi-
encing violence in their 
own homes. 

Following the 15 shows 
now scheduled in 2021, 
there will be an UNMUTE 
tour made possible by 
Kindred Credit Union’s 
charitable funds. A 
podcast version of the 
play based in an average 
world is also in the works. 
More information on 
Theatre of the Beat can be 
found online at
 theatreofthebeat.ca.
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Hiring immediately

Licensed Plumber or 
Senior Apprentice

Competitive compensation and benefits

Seeking reliable, friendly individual who 
takes pride in their work

Family owned company since 1980 with 
great team culture

Visit dietrichplumbing.ca for job posting
Send resume to lindsey@dietrichplumbing.ca
Qualified applicants only will be contacted

DIETRICH

Farmstead Installation / Service Technician
Requirements include being mechanically inclined, 

self-motivated, and customer service oriented.

Job Overview:
• Welding, fabrication, installation, maintenance and repair of barn equipment 

and facilities

• Possess problem solving/troubleshooting ability

• Work overtime hours as required.

Training Opportunities will be provided.
Applicants will join a team but must be able to work independently.

Dairy, Agricultural and/or Construction/Installation experience is a definite asset.
We offer competitive wages, benefits and an RRSP Program.

If you are interested in joining a dynamic, progressive, detail-oriented team who are 
dedicated to Customer Service and quality workmanship please e-mail your resume to: 

info@conestogoagri.ca

ↆ R E A L  E S T A T EHelp Wanted Help Wanted

NOW HIRING
Millbank Enterprises Inc. has a

position available for a 
Full time General Labourer

Job includes the loading & unloading of 
furniture into trucks, unassembling furniture 

& sanding & prepping furniture. 

Drop in resume : 
Millbank Family Furniture Ltd. 

4044 Line 72., Millbank, ON  N0K 1L0 
Fax: 519-595-7107 Email: m�urn@cyg.net

Only suitable candidates will be interviewed.

Help Wanted

Administrative Assistant
(full-time permanent)

Community Care Concepts is a non-pro�t 
organization that provides services to 
enable seniors and adults with unique 
needs to remain independent in their 
own homes throughout the Townships of 
Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot.  

We are searching for a full-time 
Administrative Assistant to perform 
administrative and clerical tasks in a 
busy of�ce environment.  Duties include 
providing exceptional customer service, 
maintaining client accounts and client 
service records, and providing support to 
the organization’s �nance, human 
resource, IT, facility, program and 
administrative needs.  The ideal 
candidate will possess a diploma or 
degree in administrative services 
accompanied by 3-5 years of experience 
working in an administrative role.  Strong 
administrative, word processing and data 
entry skills are essential.  The position 
also requires a general understanding 
and aptitude for accounting principles.  
Exceptional customer service skills, 
strong oral and written communication 
skills, time management skills, an ability 
to work independently and strong 
problem-solving skills are essential.  A 
valid driver’s license and access to a 
reliable vehicle is essential for this role. 

Quali�ed candidates are invited to submit 
a resume and cover letter no later than 
4 pm on Friday March 5, 2021 to:

Cathy Harrington
Executive Director

Community Care Concepts
929 Arthur Street South
Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z2

cathyh@communitycareconcepts.ca

Office Assistant – Part-time
Small agri-business office has an 
opening for a part-time office assistant 
to provide a variety of administrative 
and financial tasks. The job is 
equivalent to two to three days per 
week. There is flexibility on the 
number of hours worked per day and 
days of the week.
Applicants must have solid computer 
skills including proficiency in Microsoft 
Office (Word and Excel specifically). 
A background in agriculture and 
familiarity with QuickBooks or other 
accounting software is a definite asset. 
Consideration will be given to current 
students who are able to balance 
studies and part-time employment. 
This would be a great opportunity to 
gain work experience.

For additional information or 
to forward a resume, contact 
officeassistant2021@bell.net

Fitzgerald & Co.
Project Management

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

This lovingly cared for 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, all brick 
bungalow is waiting for you. Pride of ownership is 
evident throughout this home with updates throughout 
including hardwood and tile floors. The main floor layout 
is bright with an open concept design providing 
spacious living, dining and kitchen areas. There are 2 
bedrooms on the main floor and one 4 piece bathroom 
including a jet tub. The basement is newly finished 
featuring a great sized rec-room with a gas fireplace and 
beautiful stone surround. With a 3rd bedroom, laundry 
room, 3 piece bathroom and a games room this home is 
ideal for a family of any size. The sprawling side yard has $674,900$674,900

beautiful mature trees providing shade and privacy. The composite deck off of the living area has LED 
lighting and has been beautifully landscaped with a stone path and flowerbeds. The driveway can easily 
fit 4 vehicles or allow space to park an RV. This home is too good to overlook. Book your viewing today!

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Help Wanted
DRAYTON MASSAGE 
THERAPY AND OSTE-
opathy is hiring! We are 
looking to hire a RMT to 
cover a minimum of 2 
shifts/week. These are 
2 full days guaranteed 
clients with room to 
grow. We are looking 
for someone to start 
immediately. We offer 
an above average split, 
as well as the oppor-
tunity to be self-em-
ployed. All linens, oils 
and table are already 
provided. Laundry is 
onsite. Please contact 
Lisa at 519-504-8004 
or reply to this for more.

For Sale
MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

QUEEN SIZE PILLOW 
TOP MATTRESS, LIKE 
new. Delivery available. 
Call 519-998-0333.

SOLID MAPLE CHINA 
C A B I N E T . 
76"wx79"hx20"d. Local 
delivery available. Call 
519-498-9537.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

Wanted
UNWANTED GUNS??? 
PROPERLY LICENCED 
Buyer. Guns, Cabinets, 
Militaria. Handguns, 
705-795-7516.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Production Worker
This fulltime position will involve shift work week 

days (Monday to Friday) with an occasional 
Saturday shift. Responsibilities will include 

warehouse duties, pelleting/batching and receiving.

The successful applicant will have
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relation-

ships with co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively 

with customers.
At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits We offer a competitive wage, pension 
plan and group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume and three references to:
Human Resources

Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,

Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Help Wanted

2020 OCNA BNC Award Finalists in 
General Excellence Circ. 12,500 - 22,499

Best Editorial Circ. over 10,000

Humour Columnist of the year
Cartoonist of the year
Best Front Page Circ. over 10,000

In House Promotion
Local Retail Layout
Best Community Website Circ. over 10,000

1% 
LOCAL
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
ESSENTIAL TRANSPORTATION

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 
SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003
taylortax@rogers.com

Celebrating 10 Years of Service

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

Reach local 
people at the 
right time 
every week.
15,000 Observers are delivered to 
homes in Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Waterloo. 
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out 
how your business can book this space.
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•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

Annual Drinking Water Reports
In Accordance with the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002, c. 32, Ontario Regulation 170/03, s. 11 (1), 
copies of the 2020 Annual Reports are to be made available to the public at no charge. The Township 
of Woolwich website (www.woolwich.ca) has provided a link to the 2020 Annual Reports for the 
following water distribution systems. Please note that the link is located under Township Services – 
Departments – Infrastructure Services – Water and Sewer – Municipal Water Systems.

• Breslau Distribution System

• Conestogo Golf Distribution System

• Elmira /St. Jacobs Distribution System

• Heidelberg Distribution System

• Maryhill Distribution System

• West Montrose Distribution System

The Annual Reports provide information on the operation of the Municipal Drinking Water Distribution 
Systems and the quality of its water. If you wish to receive a written copy of the Township of Woolwich’s 
2020 Annual Reports for any of the above-mentioned Water Distribution Systems, please contact Chere 
Schwindt, Infrastructure Services 519-669-6041 or 1-877-969-0094 Ext. 6041.

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo is responsible for the supply and treatment of potable water. 
An Annual Report is produced by the Regional Municipality of Waterloo and a link to this report can 
be found on the Township’s website as noted above. Copies of the Region of Waterloo Annual Reports 
are also available by calling 519-575-4400 or can be picked up at the Region’s Headquarters, Water 
Services Division, located at 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener.

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce 
The Township offi ce is open walk-in public traffi c; however, it is strongly recommended to have book an 
appointment before visiting the offi ce to ensure staff are available to assist you. We do have several 
services that are available online and can be found on our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes

• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits

• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, Trees, 
Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit

For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. For 
health information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

To view current media releases or to stay informed the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
www.Woolwich.ca/COVID19 

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
The Township of Woolwich is excited to welcome residents back to our recreation facilities and 
programs over the next few weeks.  We are taking a phased approach in order to give us time to reopen 
our various facilities, recall and retrain staff and ensure adequate protocols are in place to keep staff 
and patrons safe.

Week of February 22

WMC – Walking Track & Fitness Centre open for pre-registered visits

Week of March 1st

WMC – Aquafi t & Lane Swim, Fitness Classes open for pre-registered visits
St. Jacobs Arena (Minor Hockey rentals only)

Additional ice, programming and facility updates will be announced soon. Watch for updates! 

For additional information, including pre-registration & COVID protocol details please check the 
website at:  Woolwich.ca/RecCheck  

Local Business Resources  
Ontario’s $20,000 small business grant is open for applications and can be accessed online at www.
ontario.ca/page/businesses-get-help-covid-19-costs. For Federal COVID-19 support programs, visit 
www.canada.ca/en/department-fi nance/economic-response-plan.html#businesses. 

Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business!  For more information 
about government programs and other business supports call 519-669-6020 or email:  
EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. Children under 
fi ve and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be kind to those 
unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
The COVID-19 vaccines work with your body’s natural defense to build protection. 

• COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective.

• These vaccines have undergone rigorous reviews by Health Canada.

• Vaccination is a safe way to help prevent COVID-19 and is an important tool to help stop 
the pandemic. 

Learn more about the vaccines: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/COVID19vaccine 
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 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Frey, Alvin M.
Passed away at his home on Thursday, 
February 18, 2021 at the age of 87. 
Beloved husband of the late Salema 
R. Frey (2011). Dear father of Vernon 
and Loreen Frey of RR 1, Wallenstein, 
Elaine and Elmer Bearinger of RR1, 
Moorefield. Loved grandfather 
of 11 grandchildren and 42 great-
grandchildren. Brother and brother-
in-law of Erma Frey (the late Irvin), 
Viola Martin (the late Aden), Ephraim 
Frey (the late Almeda), Manassah 
and Hettie Frey, Martha and Karl 
Seibel. Predeceased by his parents 
Absalom and Salina (Martin) Frey, 
two brothers and three sisters. Drive 
past visitation was held on Sunday, 
February 21, 2021 from 2-5 p.m. and 
6-8 p.m. at the home of Warren Frey, 
6033 Buehler Line, RR 1, Wallenstein. 
A private funeral service took place on 
Monday, February 22, 2021 with burial 
and service by invitation at Fair Haven 
Mennonite Meeting House. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Culp, June (nee Shantz)
Passed away on Saturday, February 
20, 2021 at Grand River Hospital at 
the age of 82. Beloved wife of the late 
Mervin Culp (February 21, 2014). Dear 
mother to Lisa of Elmira and Mark of 
RR 1, Elmira. Lovingly remembered by 
Joyce, Karl, Karen, Kim (Culp), Mike 
Shantz, as well as the extended Culp 
and Shantz families. Predeceased 
by her parents Sylvan and Lorraine 
(Gole) Shantz, and her brothers Robert 
(June 20, 1959) and Bill (March 31, 
2020). June and Mervin were lifelong 
dairy farmers near Floradale, and 
you could always find June mowing 
lawn or working in the fields with a 
trail of dogs following her. Visitation 
was held on Wednesday, February 
24, 2021 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. A 
graveside service will take place on 
Thursday, February 25, 2021 at 1 p.m. 
at Elmira Union Cemetery. To register 
your attendance for the graveside 
service, please call the funeral home 
at 519-669-2207. Masks are mandatory. 
As expressions of sympathy donations 
to Heart and Stroke Foundation would 
be appreciated. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Gerald B. Martin 
Gerald B. Martin of Amisk, went to be 
with the Lord on February 13, 2021 at the 
age of 84 years. 
Gerald was born on June 22, 1936 to 
Christian and Annie Martin in  Wellesley 
Township. 
Gerald is lovingly remembered by his 
wife of over 55 years Sarah, as well as 
son Geoff (Lisa), daughter Faith and 
3 grandchildren - Kayla, Anna and 
Christopher. Gerald is also remembered 
by his brothers and sisters, Henry, Adam 
(Maxine), Florence (Aaron) Martin, 
Marvin (May), Dorothy (Norm) Reed, 
Kathy (Nyle) Bauman, and Arnie (Cheryl) 
as well as many nieces and nephews.
Gerald was predeceased by his mother 
Annie, his father Christian and his step 
mother Lucinda.
A memorial service was held at Amisk 
Christian Fellowship on Friday, February 
18th at 2pm.  A graveside service will be 
held later on in the spring.
Absent from the body is to be present 
with the Lord, II Corinthians 5:8

ObituaryObituary

Rose, Sharon Beverley
Peacefully at Freeport Hospital on 
Sunday, February 21, 2021, Sharon 
Beverley Rose (Lewis) of Wellesley, 
in her 82nd year.   Beloved wife and 
best friend for almost 60 years of 
Donald Hugh Rose.  Cherished mother 
and mother in-law of David Rose 
(Chris), Denise Foster and John Rose 
(Stephanie). Proud Grandma of Kyle 
Rose, Jeffrey Foster (Cristina), Andrew 
Foster, Courtney Rose (Dryden) and 
Tyler Rose. Excited and proud great 
Grandma to Noah Foster.  Survived by 
her sister Del Latham, and predeceased 
by her brother-in-law Ray, and 
sisters in-law Claudia, Kay, Madge, 
Doloris, Chris, Lena, and Shirley and 
predeceased by her parents Wilburt 
and Dora. In lieu of flowers, the family 
would appreciate you spending time 
with those important to you, by doing 
something kind for someone else, or 
by make a donation to the charity of 
your choice.  Have a beverage (a dry 
white perhaps), smile, revel in life, 
share your love and be good to one 
another.  This is illustrative of Sharon’s 
legacy and we hope you feel some 
of the immeasurable joy she always 
brought her family and friends.  As 
per Sharon’s wishes, cremation has 
taken place and there will be no 
service. Special thanks and sincere 
appreciation to the amazing doctors 
and nurses at Freeport GRT3 South.

 ❖ www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Margaret Frey

Happy 85th Birthday!
Mom, Grandma, Great grandma!

We love you! love from your  
whole family.

Please help celebrate this special
occasion by sending greeting cards to

45 Barnswallow Drive, Elmira,
Ontario. N3B2Z2

March 3, 2021

Birthday 

Smith, Duncan James
Born June 7, 1954 and passed away 
on Tuesday, February 23, 2021 at his 
residence with family at his side. 
Duncan is survived by his three sons: 
Nicholas (Sabrina), Tyler (Marj) and 
Andrew (Rebecca); his sisters Sandra 
and Daphne, and his brother Brian. 
Much loved grandpa of Kennedy, 
Paityn and Shane. He will be missed 
by several nieces and nephews. Caesar, 
his fur baby, will also miss him. Duncan 
worked at the City of Kitchener in the 
Utility Department for 38 years and 
contributed to his Elmira community 
in many volunteer positions. Due to 
the present pandemic, no service 
will be held at this time. In memory 
of Duncan, donations to the Lung 
Association would be appreciated and 
can be made through the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

 ↆ S O L U T I O N S

SCHILL, ELIZABETH "BETTY" (REINER) - PASSED 
AWAY PEACEFULLY AT HOME ON MONDAY, 
February 15, 2021, at the age of 87 after a long, 
valiant battle with Alzheimers.

Death Notices

PUT YOUR MONEY 
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS  
Support the local businesses that keep your community  
and its newspapers thriving.

Minimum down  
payment for buying 
homes in Canada 

 � $500,000 purchase 
price or less is 5% 

 � $500,000 to $999,999 
purchase price is 5% for 
the first $500,000 and 
10% for the remaining

 � $1 million + purchase 
price is 20% 

LOCAL. 
INDEPENDENT. 

ALWAYS. 
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here The Kitchener Waterloo Community Foun-
dation (KWCF) and partners awarded 
$236,000 in funding to nine social purpose 
organizations throughout Waterloo Region, 
Guelph, Stratford, Perth South and Centre 
Wellington. These organizations are work-
ing to create meaningful jobs, strengthen 
the charitable and non-profit sector, and 
address social challenges.

The province this week announced 
$1,282,525 to increase access to mental 
health and addiction services for students at 
Conestoga College, Wilfrid Laurier University 
and the University of Waterloo. The funding 
will increase the number of mental health 
workers and programs and expand access 
for students to the provincial mental health 
and addiction system during COVID-19.

Funds for social purposes Mental health funding

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Andrew
Andrew is one of our part time students. He has been with 
us for 6 months. 
He is in gr. 9 at EDSS. Andrew’s hobbies include sports and 
snowmobiling with his new sled he just bought this winter. 

Briana Ruppert, aka Briana the Baker, found a tasty way to support mental health. Sean Heeger

Going beyond the taste buds
Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

BRIANA RUPPERT HAS 
HAD A knack for baking 
ever since she and her 
grandmother found a 
cake-decorating kit at a 
store. She then started to 
take classes on decorat-
ing and eventually the 
addiction took hold of her, 
instilling the dream of 
becoming a professional 
cake decorator. 

After sharing her 
creations via Facebook, 
she saw an opportunity 
when someone offered to 
buy a cake from her. She 
followed that up with a 
co-op experience at a local 
bakery before heading out 
on her own.

Ruppert has now been 
working as a part-time 
professional baker – she 
works as a secretary as her 
day job – for the last three 
years under the business 
name Briana the Baker, 
making use of an inspected 
kitchen facility in 
St. Jacobs.

While she may not get 
to devote as much time 
as she'd like to her true 
passion, she has found a 
way to do more with her 
baking.

She recently launched 
an initiative aimed at 
helping those with mental 
health issues, offering 
up cupcakes and cookies 
festooned with encourag-
ing words to inspire and 
brighten someone’s day. 

“It was just kind of this 
year that it really hit me 
with mental health – seeing 
so many friends and family 
really struggle was really 
hard for me. And then 
seeing myself struggle 
with different situations 
of life right now is hard to 
process, so I just thought 

this is my creative aspect. 
This is something that I’m 
seeing in the world right 
now being affected, and I 
thought ‘why not bring the 
two together?’ – cupcakes 
and cookies seem to make 
people happy, so hopefully, 
it can brighten somebody’s 
day, [those] that do receive 
the cookies and cupcakes,” 
said Ruppert of her fund-
raiser.

She says what sets her 
apart is her “attention to 
fine detail,” with a specialty 
on making figurines to sit 
atop the cakes. It is the fact 
that she strives to make 
every cake unique and 
special that inspired her 
to come up with an aspect 

for the fundraiser that will 
ultimately bring a some joy 
into people’s lives.

“All my baking is a lot 
about custom. So, it’s 
always nice for it to be 
personal, especially when 
you’re giving a gift. If some-
body can see that, ‘hey, 
my friend is giving me this 
cookie and it’s their writ-
ing, and it’s their message,’ 
that’s a lot more special,” 
Ruppert explained. “And at 
least if they have some-
thing personal that they 
want to say to the person, 
they can do so through 
that. So, it’s just more 
personal and absolutely 
heartfelt.”

People who purchase the 

cupcakes and cookies are 
able to write messages for 
those who will be receiving 
the baked goods. She says 
each cookie purchased 
comes with an edible 
marker to write a message, 
and cupcakes can have a 
message put on by Ruppert.

While taking orders for 
this round of baked goods 
for mental health is over, 
Ruppert says she is plan-
ning to do so again in the 
very near future.

For more information 
on her baked creations 
and to find out when the 
next round of encouraging 
cupcakes and cookies will 
take place, visit 
brianathebaker.square.site.

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

A NATIONAL 
NON-PROFIT GROUP 
THAT supports those 
who’ve experience gender-
based and domestic 
violence is setting up in 
Waterloo Region. This 
would be the sixth chapter 
of Shelter Movers, which 
assists women and chil-
dren feeling abuse with 
moving and storage. 

The organization 
currently operates in 
Toronto, Ottawa, Vancou-
ver, Montreal and Nova 
Scotia.

There’s a need for its 
services in Waterloo 
Region, the agency says.

“Shelter Movers was 
invited to Waterloo Region 
because the community 
knows the need for this 
service is great. We look 
forward to supporting 
survivors on their journey 
to a life free of violence”, 
said Marc Hull-Jacquin, 
founder and executive 
director of Shelter Movers.  

The region was a prime 
location given that the 
Kitchener-Waterloo-Cam-
bridge area has been 
deemed the least safe 
place for women to live 
among Canada’s 26 metro-
politan regions, with 16 
calls for domestic violence 
made daily to police. Addi-
tionally, approximately 
272 women and nearly 200 
children require shelter 
use yearly in the area.  

Expanding operations 
is no simple venture and 
has been more challenging 
during a year of pandemic, 
but fleeing abuse without 
the help of an organization 

like Shelter Movers during 
this time is even more of a 
challenge, he said.

The group estimates 
it has helped move and 
support 2,000 families, 
averaging about 100 fami-
lies a month through its 
chapters, adding the need 
for service has doubled 
since the pandemic began 
nearly a year ago. 

Although the three cities 
in the region were listed as 
some of the most danger-
ous places for women 
in the country, Shelter 
Movers is here for those 
living in and around the 
area in the townships.

“While we have typically 
started our chapters in 
more metropolitan areas, 
we certainly do attempt 
to service anyone who 
we have access to,” said 
Amanda Levine, chair of 
Shelter Movers Waterloo 
chapter. 

Referrals to the program 
will be made through part-
ner organizations in the 
region that are currently 
being solidified, such as 
Woolwich Community 
Services, Women’s Crises 
Services Waterloo Region 
and working in cooper-
ation with the Waterloo 
Regional Police Services. 

The group has been 
operating in the region 
since December, with an 
event marking the first 
move held January 21.

“The goal of the launch 
event really is to introduce 
ourselves to the commu-
nity. We look to work very 
closely with social service 
agencies in the unique 
communities that we were 
in. Therefore, we want to 

Victim support 
group sets up 
chapter in region

→ SHELTER 24

Initiative featuring encouraging cupcakes and cookies in support of mental health
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ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Fast, easy and 
incredibly flavorful

There are several 
steps you can take 

to elevate lean chicken 
breasts for a weeknight 
meal. We started with a 
bold citrus vinaigrette. 
For an intense hit of citrus 
flavour, we used lemon 
juice enhanced with 
both lemon and orange 
zest. Then, pounding the 
chicken breasts to an even 
thickness ensured that 
they cooked at the same 
rate and stayed juicy.

A little cinnamon and 
cumin rubbed onto the 
chicken added deep flavor 
and the heady aroma of 
warm spice to the dish. 

Dredging the seasoned 
breasts in flour before 
searing protected their 
exteriors from becoming 
tough. Plus, the seared 
flour created a textured 
surface for the vinaigrette 
to cling to.

Slicing the cooked 
chicken before topping it 
with the vinaigrette made 
each bite well-seasoned. 
A sprinkling of cilantro 
added a fresh herbal coun-
terpoint to finish the dish.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Spiced Citrus Chicken
For the vinaigrette:

▢ 1⁄4 cup extra-virgin 
olive oil

▢ 3 tablespoons 
minced shallot

▢ 1 teaspoon sugar

▢ 1 teaspoon grated 

orange zest

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon grated 
lemon zest plus 2 table-
spoons juice

▢ 1⁄4 teaspoon table salt

For the chicken:
▢ 1 1⁄2 teaspoons table 
salt

▢ 1 1⁄2 teaspoons ground 
cumin

▢ 3⁄4 teaspoon ground 
cinnamon

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon pepper

▢ 1⁄3 cup all-purpose 
flour

▢ 4 (6- to 8-ounce) 
boneless, skinless 
chicken breasts, 
trimmed

▢ 2 tablespoons 
extra-virgin olive oil

▢ 2 tablespoons fresh 
cilantro leaves

1. Combine all the 
vinaigrette ingredients 
in bowl; set aside.

2. Combine salt, cumin, 
cinnamon and pepper 
in a small bowl. Spread 
flour in a shallow dish. 
Place the chicken 
between two sheets of 
plastic wrap. Using a 
meat pounder, gently 
pound the thick part 
of the breasts to 
3⁄4-inch thickness.

3. Sprinkle the spice 
mixture all over the 
chicken. Working with 
one breast at a time, 
dredge in flour, shaking 
off excess, and trans-
fer to a large plate.

4. Heat oil in a 12-inch 
nonstick skillet over 
medium heat until 
shimmering. Add 
chicken to the skillet 
and cook until well 
browned and regis-
tering 160 degrees, 
about 8 minutes per 
side. Transfer to a 
carving board and let 
rest for 5 minutes.

5. Slice chicken 
crosswise on bias and 
transfer to a serving 
platter. Stir dressing to 
recombine and spoon 
over chicken. Sprinkle 
with cilantro and serve.

Recipe note: Use a 
rasp-style grater to 
grate the citrus zest.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
▢ UNMUTE- Zoom Theatre at 7:30 p.m. Theatre of 
the Beat presents their Zoom drama, UNMUTE, 
which explores the issue of increased domes-
tic violence during the pandemic. For more infor-
mation and to register for this free event, visit 
elmiramennonite.ca.

MONDAY, MARCH 1
▢ FREE Income Tax Clinic at 9 a.m. Free simple 
income tax returns completed by trained volunteers. 
March 1 to April 30, 2021. For those with low income 
living in Woolwich and Northern Wellesley. Call to see 
if you qualify. Appointment Required.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3
▢ Enhancing your Immune System through Food. 
Join Woolwich Community Health Centre virtually at 
6:30 p.m, using Zoom, to learn how to eat healthy to 
keep your immune system strong, grocery shopping 
tips to keep you safe & healthy, how to use pantry 
items to make nutritious meals. Email gberihun@
wchc.on.ca for your Zoom invite. scams, what to do 
if you are a victim of cyber fraud & how to use the 
internet safely. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your 
Zoom invite.

SATURDAY, MARCH 6
▢ Schnitzel Dinner, take out only, at the Royal Cana-
dian Legion Elmira, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Menu:  Schnit-
zel, Mashed potato, vegetable, salad, roll & dessert.  
$15. per person.  Order in advance call Robin Hiebert 
519-897-1618.

MONDAY, MARCH 8
▢ Using Mindfulness to Tackle Stress. Join Wool-
wich Community Health Centre virtually using Zoom 
at 6:30 p.m. Mindfulness has been shown to help 
reduce stress. Join Jannah, Psychotherapist at 
WCHC to learn what is mindfulness & some prac-
tical strategies that you can start using right away. 
Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your Zoom invitation.

TUESDAY, MARCH 16
▢ Bone Health and Nutrition virtually using Zoom at 
6:30 p.m. Nutrition strongly affects bone health 
throughout our lives. In this session you will learn 
dietary strategies for improved bone health. Wool-
wich Community Health Centre Health Educa-
tion session. For your Zoom invitation email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca

THURSDAY, MARCH 26
▢ Our Eye and Digital Fatigue vitually using Zoom at 
6:30 p.m. How do digital devices cause eye fatigue? 
What precautions can you take to reduce the symp-
toms associated with digital eye fatigue. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre Health Education session. 
For your Zoom invitation email gberihun@wchc.on.ca

TUESDAY, MARCH 30
▢ Healthy Eating to Keep Blood Sugars in Range 
virtually using Zoom at 6:30 p.m. Healthy foods can 
help keep your blood sugar in check. Join WCHC to 
will learn which foods turn to sugars in your blood 
stream, healthy lifestyle habits, tips on label reading. 
Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your Zoom invitation.
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Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

ACROSS
1. A meeting space 

for sharing ideas 
on an issue

5. Currency unit once 
used in France

10. Head covering
15. Exuberance
16. Custom fitted 

dental work
17. Derby
18. Barrage
20. Willow twig
21. Pelvic bones
22. Bye word
24. Publicity, slangily
25. One who winks
27. Artist Max
29. Asterisk
31. Append
32. Blockhead
35. Smell
37. Archetype
39. Small salmon
41. Operating room
42. Temporary
45. Autocrats
46. Shear leggings

48. Fishing, perhaps
51. Fertility clinic stock
52. Christmas decoration
53. Person who takes 

long vigorous walks
55. Reverses
56. Supports feminism
57. E.P.A. concern
59. When repeated, 

like some shows
60. No memory
61. Cousin of an ostrich
63. Asian tongue
64. Buster
65. Kid

DOWN
1. Presidents' Day mo.
2. Earthen pot
3. Bust, so to speak
4. Disentangle
5. Horoscope king
6. Undisturbed
7. Style
8. Stinks
9. Be off
11. Persia, today
12. Wild dog

13. from of acre
14. Facial hair
19. Abysmal test score
21. Femme fatale
23. Annul
25. Arabic valley
26. Boor's lack
28. Incursion
30. Jot
33. Average
34. Monday, May 17, 2021
36. Cloths used for 

cleaning
38. "Encore!"
40. Breakfast staple
43. One who takes orders
44. Charges
47. Connections
49. Hit the slopes
50. "A jealous mistress": 

Emerson
52. Marks subject of 

destination
53. Informal high
54. Christiania, now
58. good use of oppotunity
62. blemish
63. Big bang maker

ↆ X - W O R D

ↆ S U D O K U

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC:  I 
know I need to drink 
while I exercise but what 
is the best fluid? I'm 
wondering how much I 
should drink and if I need 
to drink special water as 
someone mentioned alka-
line water. Is alkaline wa-
ter better at rehydrating 
your body than nonalka-
line, or plain, water?

ANSWER: Staying 
hydrated during exercise 
is important. You can 
become dehydrated if 
you take in too little. But 
you can actually cause 
problems, such as exer-
cise-induced low sodium 
or hyponatremia, if you 
take in too much fluid.

The purpose of rehy-
drating  – whether with 
water or electrolyte-con-
taining beverages – is to 
pull fluid back into our 
system so our organs can 
function properly.

How much to drink 
and when is dependent 
on each individual. The 
general rule of thumb at 
this point among physi-
cians is to drink to thirst. 
Although there are guide-
lines for hydration before, 
during and after exercise, 
look and listen to your 
body as the best indicator 
when you need hydration.

Certainly during 
summer months, when 
the weather is hotter and 
you may be exercising 
outdoors, you may also 
want to take in more fluid 
than usual.

What to drink to stay hydrated

For most people, plain 
water is best. Depending 
upon how extensively 
you exercise, you can 
consume about half your 
fluid intake in water and 
half in a beverage that 
contains electrolytes and 
some carbohydrate. Be 
mindful of the amount of 
sugar, though. 

The reason you want 
a beverage that includes 
both is that when you 
sweat, your body is 
losing fluid, along with 
those electrolytes, such 
as sodium and chloride. 
Carbohydrates provide 
fuel for your working 
muscles.

Many people don't 
drink enough water, and 
they may feel better after 
increasing hydration -- no 
matter the source. So, it's 
probably not the alkaline 
nature of the water that's 
of benefit. It's the water. 
Certainly, it is your choice 
if you want to add alkaline 
water to your fluids but 
it's important to under-
stand the definition of 
alkaline water and how 
your body works.

Scientists use pH to 
describe how acidic or 
basic a substance is, with 
a range from 0 to 14. 
Pure water has a pH of 
7, meaning it's neutral. 
Fluids with a pH under 7, 
such as coffee and soda, 

are acidic. Substances 
with a pH over 7, such as 
baking soda, are basic, or 
alkaline.

Alkaline waters have a 
pH around 8 or 9. Some 
vendors use water that 
has a naturally higher 
pH, while others say that 
they create alkaline water 
through an ionization 
process. Regardless of 
what you eat or drink, 
your body is good at 
regulating your blood pH 
through organs such as 
your lungs and 
kidneys.

ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit 
www.mayoclinic.org.
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 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
LENT 2

Deep In The Woods -
Called to Deep Commitment

www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Erv Wiens Preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

There are many claims 
out there about alkaline 
water, including that it 
can rehydrate the body 
better, it will detoxify 
and "balance" your body, 
help you lose weight, 
and prevent or even treat 
cancer. However, there's 
little credible research 
showing the benefits of 
alkaline water.

Some studies also 
suggest that alkaline 
water might help slow 
bone loss, but further 
investigation is needed 
to determine if this 
influences overall bone 
mineral density and if the 
benefit is maintained over 
the long term.

Best rule of thumb is 
when you exercise, drink 
to thirst and hydrate your 
body with plain water 
and as needed, a sports 
beverage.
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MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
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Optimist Club donates $8,000 
to youth organization

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

TO MARK INTERNA-
TIONAL OPTIMIST DAY 
– this year on February 
4 – the Conestogo Winter-
bourne Optimist Club 
provided a donation to a 
youth-oriented group in 
the community. This year, 
KidsAbility was the recip-
ient of $8,000 to assist its 
work with young people 
with special needs.

Club president David 
Lehmann says the main 
reason for this donation 
was to give back to the 
youth in the community 
during these difficult 
times brought on by the 
pandemic.

“We work towards 
the benefit of youth 
in the community. We 
run programs each year 
directed towards the youth 
in the schools like Cones-
togo school, and with 
COVID we weren’t able to 

do much in the last year or 
so. So, we had these funds 
that we wanted to contrib-
ute back to the commu-
nity, and a number of our 
members are familiar with 
KidsAbility, and we have 
in the past made contribu-
tions there as well. So, we 
decided that that would be 
a reasonable place to make 
that contribution,” said 
Lehmann. 

The funds came from a 
“hockey charity challenge” 
held some time back.

When Lehmann spoke 
to the KidsAbility orga-
nization, they told him 
because of the coronavi-
rus that fundraising was 
a challenge, and many 
organizations which rely 
on contributions from the 
community were feeling 
the same.

Because of the 
pandemic, the club – like 
almost all others – have 
been left to find new ways 
to host events and raise 

funds for community 
organizations. While some 
events have been able to be 
held virtually, not all have 
been able to make the leap 
and Lehmann says they 
are really relying on the 
pandemic to be brought 
under control so they can 
move forward with events 
such as their bike rodeo, 
Victoria Day fireworks and 
down east lobster shindig.

In addition to events like 
this, he says the club also 
does a lot of things within 
schools and the commu-
nity to help youth come 
together and celebrate.

“The Optimist Club is 
here to support the youth 
in our community and we 
put all our resources back 
into that effort.… We run 
programs that benefit the 
youth in the community to 
have them come together 
to celebrate, whether it’s 
Victoria Day, or an event at 
school with a barbecue and 
that sort of thing.”

make sure that we have a 
presence there and that 
they’re aware that we’re 
in the area so that we can 
communicate, and work 
together to really fill any 
gaps that might be existing 
in services already,” said 
Levine. 

The event also featured 
a survivor from Toronto 
who shared their story and 
their experience with the 
group. 

“We try to ensure that 
the survivor and her 
experiences are really at 
the forefront of every-
thing that we do. So, it will 
be sort of lend a clearer 
understanding of the expe-
rience of intimate partner 
violence and how services 

like Shelter Movers can 
make a difference,” she 
said. 

Levine encourages 
anyone interested in 
volunteering to reach out 
to the organization on 
their website  

(sheltermovers.ca), and the 
organization is hoping to 
expand its volunteer pool 
due to increased demand. 
She is also encouraging 
those that may benefit 
from the team’s help to 
reach out as well.  

David Lehmann is president of the Conestogo Winterbourne Optimist Club. Sean Heeger

SHELTER : Helping those who are the most vulnerable 
→ FROM 21

Shelter Movers volunteers help domestic violence victims deal 
with moving to new locations. Submitted


