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WE’VE GOT YOUR TIRES!
NEED WINTER TIRES?

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

MOVING AHEAD WITH 
PLANS FOR a new multi-
use recreation facility in 
Wellesley, township coun-
cil’s next step is to solicit a 
request for proposal (RFP) 
in hopes of prequalify-
ing up to six contractors 
interested in taking on the 
project.

The township has 
earmarked $15 million for 
the building. It has thus 
far been unable to secure 
funding from the federal 
or provincial government.

In a 3-2 split decision 
Tuesday night, council-
lors approved an $8,000 
stipend for each of the 
contractors chosen to 
submit a proposal that 
includes drawings, a floor 
plan and possible eleva-
tions for a new building 
that will include an arena, 
youth centre and gymna-
sium. There are also plans 
for a dedicated space for 
the Woolwich Community 
Health Centre (WCHC).

In 2020, staff prequal-
ified 13 contractors from 
among 19 that submitted 
proposals for the centre. 

Wellesley takes a 
step towards new 
multi-use facility
Township looking for six contractors
to bid on project through RFP process

From those remaining, the 
top six will be invited to 
bid on the project.

Overall, the town-
ship expects to spend 
about $56,500 on the 
RFP process, including 
$48,000 for the stipend 
to six contractors. In a 
report to council, director 
of recreation Danny Roth 
noted the process doesn’t 
commit council to approv-
ing the new rec. project.

Coun. Peter van der 
Maas asked why they were 
going with six as opposed 
to three or four applican-
tions from contractors. 

Roth responded that 
the township may not get 
as many competitive bids 
with fewer companies 
involved.

“Six was just the number 
that we came up with 
that we felt was a good 
number to get the correct 
variety that we’re going 
to need in an RFP such 
as this. By narrowing it 
to three, you may not get 
the competitive bids that 
you necessarily need by 
going with more, going 
up to six. You could see a 
variance in pricing coming 
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Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

IN OPERATION SINCE 2016, A Wool-
wich on-farm business will now be oper-
ating legally, as township council last 
week approved a zone change to bring 
the property into compliance.

Noah W. Martin runs AM Custom Sales 
and Service, an agricultural equipment 
business, from a two-acre portion of his 
32.2-acre farm property at 1356 Tilman 
Rd. Until now, the property wasn’t prop-
erly zoned to allow the business.

It was one of many the township is inves-
tigating for non-compliance – there are 
currently about 50 others on the radar, with 
many more expected to be discovered. 

Manager of planning Jeremy Vink 
said AM Custom Sales and Service is 
not unique in its challenges, including 
improper zoning and operating in build-
ings that aren’t up to code. In Martin’s 
case, the building constructed in 2016 
will need significant upgrades to meet 
the building code.

Operators of on-farm businesses that 
want to continue will have to meet many 
of the same requirements as businesses 
in, say, industrial areas. Those that can’t 
will either have to scale back or move the 
businesses elsewhere.

“It’s not a simple thing, and the costs 
are not cheap.”

At the February 9 council meeting, 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan noted there are 
concerns about the property – “I under-
stand the building isn’t up to snuff” – and 

Woolwich 
looking to bring 
illegal on-farm 
businesses into 
compliance

An Elmira resident found more than letters in the mailbox Wednesday morning, as an 
Eastern Screech Owl had taken refuge there. Birder Ken Burrell notes the owls are 
relatively common in the area. “I suspect the cold weather is bringing them out to 
unusual areas to find some relief from the cold. The mailbox would definitely provide 
relief from the wind-chill.”  Pat Merlihan
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This year’s season a mixed-bag for local snowmobile clubs
Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

A BOON FOR DRIVERS, 
THIS winter hasn’t been 
overly bountiful for local 
snowmobile enthusi-
asts, though this week’s 
weather was cooperative. 

For groups such as 

the Elmira Snowmobile 
Club, it’s been a relatively 
quiet season, especially 
as pandemic restrictions 
mean owners can’t simply 
trailer their sleds in 
search of snow. The lack 
of white stuff has limited 
trail options, especially as 
Grand River Conservation 

Authority lands are off the 
list, the result of a failure 
last summer to negotiate a 
new usage agreement.

The GRCA announced 
in September that it was 
unable to reach a “mutu-
ally acceptable agree-
ment” with snowmobile 
groups, noting that “with-

out the licence agreements 
in place, snowmobiling 
will not be permitted on 
GRCA lands during the 
2020-2021 season.”

While the lack of a 
GRCA deal hasn’t had a 
big impact on the Elmira 
club, it does impinge on 
some users in the wider 

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

SPECTRUM WATERLOO 
REGION’S RAINBOW 
COMMUNITY Space 
is to receive $280,000 
as part of a $15-million 
fund to help strengthen 
LGBTQ2+ communities 
across Canada. Last week’s 
announcement covers 76 
organizations. 

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MP Tim Louis says he is 

LGBTQ2+ organizations to receive $280K in federal funding
very proud of the work 
SPECTRUM does, noting 
it’s a valuable resource in 
the community.

“From personal expe-
rience, it was one of the 
first organizations that 
I reached out to, when 
I wanted to learn more 
about the LGBTQ commu-
nity here,” he explained of 
his own association with 
SPECTRUM. 

“They were very invit-
ing from day-one. And 

I’ve kind of kept a good 
relationship and stayed 
in touch with the organi-
zation and I’m very, very 
happy that they got this 
funding,” said Louis.

The funding will help 
give the organization a 
chance to pivot in the way 
it provides services since 
they are currently unable 
to do so right now.

“So, that’s going to let 
them expand the social 
programs that they’re 

doing – I know they do a 
lot of good work with peer 
support. And my under-
standing is [that] it lets 
them work on governance, 
the board governance 
succession planning and 
financial planning, those 
kinds of things. When 
you’re so focused on 
helping people, sometimes 
the board could use some 
extra help, too, so the 
funding is going to go to 
that.”

SPECTRUM welcomed 
the funding, with devel-
opment officer Melissa 
Paige Kennedy saying this 
will help the organization 
continue to grow.

“I am very proud of the 
work that our team does 
to help the LGBTQ2+ 
community in the Region 
of Waterloo and their 
extraordinary efforts in 
securing this funding. 
I want to express our 
great appreciation to the 

government of Canada 
and the folks who made 
the LGBTQ2 Community 
Capacity [Fund] available 
to so many deserving orga-
nizations who are helping 
our community across 
Canada.”

The government has 
also set  aside $2 million 
under the Building 
Communities Through 
Arts and Heritage program 
for pride and LGBTQ2+ 
events.

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

OUT FROM UNDER THE 
STATE of emergency and 
the stay-at-home order, 
Waterloo Region nonethe-
less faces ongoing restric-
tions. With the return of 
the colour-coded system, 
the region remains in the 
red, one stage short of 
another lockdown.

The number of active 
cases has dropped from 
the post-holiday heights, 
but have levelled off some-
what. Still, at midweek, 
there were 345 active 
cases, down from more 
than 400 a week earlier.

Although there are some 
clear positives in terms of 
statistics from the most 
recent COVID-19 update, 
concerns remain.

“The burden on our 

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

THE PROVINCE’S PLAN 
TO GRADUALLY reopen 
the economy following the 
most recent lockdown is 
music to the ears of Water-
loo Region councillors 
who last week called for 
changes to the Reopening 
Ontario Act.

At a board of health 
meeting February 4, the 
region requested more 
consistency in rules that 
seem to favour big-box 
retailers over small busi-
nesses. 

“The Regional Munici-
pality of Waterloo request 
that the province of 

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

THE GROWING AWARE-
NESS OF RACIAL inequal-
ity, highlighted by the 
likes of the Black Lives 
Matter movement, has 
brought the issue to the 
fore even on the home 
front.

With that in mind, Wool-
wich is hosting a series of 
webinars to help residents  
learn what exactly diver-
sity is and how to better 
include people. The effort 
is led by Marie Malcolm, 
the township’s community 
program and inclusion 
coordinator.

“The Township of 
Woolwich is going to be 

Woolwich webinar tackles issues of diversity and inequality
hosting some diversity 
and inclusion webinars 
for residents in Woolwich 
or residents outside of 
Woolwich. [These are 
meant to be] an educa-
tion opportunity to learn 
about what the difference 
of diversity is and how we 
include people. So, we do 
have a couple of webinar 
series coming between 
the months of February to 
May, that we will be focus-
ing on work that’s been 
done by community part-
ners, educators, as well 
as some organizations, 
to kind of introduce the 
community members to 
kind of continue to build 
upon their education,” 
said Malcolm. 

“I think diversity and 
inclusion is something 
that with a pandemic 
or without a pandemic 
– it’s something that we 
always need to continue to 
learn… this is something 
that we want to continue 
on moving forward it 
just happens that we’re 
running them during a 
pandemic. I think it’s just 
an important thing to start 
getting conversations 
going with diversity and 
inclusion, especially with 
accessibility and how do 
we incorporate all into 
programming or commu-
nity events or services that 
we provide.”

The first webinar – set 
to run tonight – is an 

introduction to the topics 
of diversity, equity and 
inclusion. Malcolm says 
the aim of the first webi-
nar is to simply introduce 
people to what these words 
mean and how they work 
together, while giving 
them “an opportunity to 
reflect and explore on how 
they can be more inclusive 
in whatever they do in 
their daily lives.”

Speaking during the first 
webinar will be Kimberly 
Lopez, an assistant 
professor with the Univer-
sity of Waterloo’s faculty 
of health. She says the 
webinar that launches the 
series will focus on the 
meanings behind equity, 
diversity, and inclusion.

“In this particular 
webinar, we’re looking at 
some of the equity-driven 
movements that have kind 
of driven these ideas to the 
forefront of our attention, 
specifically those around 
racial justice. So, the 
conversation that I hope 
to host later this week is 
called ‘All In,’ and I hope 
that people who attend 
this session will have ques-
tions about what is equity, 
diversity, inclusion. Why 
is it important? What is my 
role and thinking about 
these ideas? And how do I 
participate in supporting 
this movement? And how 
do we incorporate some 
of these concepts in our 
everyday life,” said Lopez.

While this is her first 
time hosting this for the 
township, Lopez has had 
many people reach out 
to her about covering the 
topic. She says often times, 
the questions she is asked 
the most include things 
like “how do I participate, 
how do I engage in the 
conversation?” She says 
she hears many times that 
people who may not iden-
tify with these groups that 
are pushing for change feel 
silenced, and that the ‘All 
In’ title means that we all 
have a role to play in the 
conversation.

The first webinar is set 
to run this evening. To 
register visit calendar.
woolwich.ca.

Numbers down as region emerges from lockdown
healthcare system 
however, continues to be 
high,” said medical officer 
of health Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang. 
At midweek, there were 22 
individuals hospitalized, a 
third less than last week.  

The region is also moni-
toring increases in vari-
ants of the virus, including 
at a Kitchener school. 

“We have identified a 
probable case of a variant 
of concern in a student at 
W.T. Townshend Public 
School,” said Wang, adding 
that the student was 
confirmed COVID-posi-
tive and a close contact of 
another individual that 
had also screened positive 
for a variant of concern. 

According to Wang, the 
student’s cohort has been 
dismissed from class, 
and the parents were 
contacted. 

The region had been 
informed last week that 10 
new cases had screened 
positive for a variant but 
have yet to be confirmed 
as positive, adding to the 
four previous screens. 
There has only been one 
documented confirmed 
case of the UK variant. 

“Seven of the total 14 
cases that we have here, 
both the one confirmed 
case and the 13 screened 
positive, have a link to inter-
national travel,” she said.   

Wang says the positive 
screening of variants 
of concern came as no 
surprise, with more likely 
to surface.

“This was not unex-
pected. We expect many 
more people to screen posi-
tive and many more cases 
to be confirmed due to the 
very significant increase 

in screening for variants of 
concern that the provincial 
laboratory system is now 
undertaking. This increase 
in screening is welcome. 
Because it is providing 
us a much more accurate 
picture of the current prev-
alence of variants in our 
region.” 

The region is currently 
monitoring outbreaks at 
27 locations, 12 of them at 
long-term care and retire-
ment homes, including 
Derbecker’s Heritage 
House in St. Jacobs, where 
17 cases – 12 among resi-
dents, five among staff – 
have been reported.

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, there were 167 
active cases at midweek, 
down from 181 a week 
earlier. That catchment 
area’s cumulative total 
was 4,512, of which 4,250 

(94.2 per cent) have been 
resolved. There have been a 
total of 95 fatalities since the 
pandemic began, increase of  
six in the past week.

The province is seeing 
some slowing of cases, with 
the total now at 287,736,  an 
increase of some 7,000 in 
the past week.

There have been 6,719 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a 
mortality rate of 2.3 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
269,413 cases (93.6 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
35,669 active cases, a 
decrease of some 11,000 in 
the past week. The cumu-
lative total of confirmed 
cases now stands at 
831,577, with 21,397 related 
deaths, a mortality rate of 
2.6 per cent.

Region seeks 
more equitable 
treatment for 
small business

→SMALL BUSINESS 8

area, said Elmira Snow-
mobile Club president Ian 
Richards.  

“As far as crossing any 
GRCA lands, for Elmira 
we’re fairly lucky in that 
we don’t have too much 
–  we only had a few spots 
that we sort of specifically 
crossed the GRCA previ-

ously. We have rerouted 
around those, so it hasn’t 
been too impactful other 
than having to make 
additional plans with our 
other landowners and find 
other routes around,” he 
said, pointing to former 
trails that cross GRCA by 

→ HITTING THE TRAILS 4
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three Elmira’s booming housing market got a 
little busier this week as Woolwich council 
approved a 200-unit development for the 
former Elmira Raceway site and previewed 
plans for 92 more homes at Barnswallow 
Drive and Church Street. Meeting Feb. 17, 
councillors approved a zone change and 
plan of subdivision for the raceway site.
From the Feb. 21, 2004 edition of The Observer

A place to go in St. Jacobs From the archives

P H A R M A C Y
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

A lack of public washrooms in St. Jacobs has 
been a growing concern of the BIA there. 
Woolwich council last week approved a 
$10,000 contribution to the BIA to manage 
the washroom facility located at 1430 Unit 
2, King St. N, in 2021, with the funds to come 
from the township’s share of the accommo-
dation tax.

Province postpones March Break to mid-April
Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

“APRIL BREAK” MAY 
NOT HAVE the same ring 
to it, but that’s this year’s 
timing for the weeklong 
interlude from school.

Provincial Minister of 
Education Stephen Lecce 
announced last week 
March Break would be 

postponed rather than 
cancelled. 

“To fight against 
COVID-19, and under best 
advice made to us from 
medical experts, Ontario 
is postponing March Break 
until the week of April 12. 
This decision was made 
on advice from public 
health officials, includ-
ing the province’s chief 

medical officer of health 
and many local medical 
officers of health as well,” 
said Lecce via an online 
briefing, noting the move 
was necessary to help 
ensure schools remain a 
safe place. 

“At this time, it is crit-
ical that we continue to 
prioritize the health and 
safety of students, staff 

and their families. So we 
can continue with the safe 
return to in-person learn-
ing, postponing March 
Break – not cancelling it 
– is an important way that 
schools can help to limit 
community transmission.  

“We recognize that 
congregation is a key 
driver of the spread of 
COVID-19, something we 

realized over the winter 
break, and we will not take 
that risk again with your 
child, with our staff, with 
Ontario families. The deci-
sion is all the more import-
ant as we move to protect 
our communities from 
the emerging variants of 
this disease,” said Lecce, 
referring to a more-trans-
missible UK variant and →APRIL BREAK 4

the recently discovered 
Brazilian strain. 

“I recognize that this 
is one more change in 
the year that has been 
challenging for so many 
students and our educa-
tion staff who continue to 
work so hard, but is one 
made on the best advice 
of public health officials 

ETC executive director Bev Dietrich announced the cancellation of this year’s season, meaning the stage will remain idle. Damon MacLean

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

THE PANDEMIC DRAG-
GING ON INTO another 
year, the Elmira Theatre 
Company has cancelled its 
2021 season.

This week’s decision 
stems from ongoing uncer-
tainty in the arts commu-
nity, which lost most of the 
2020 productions, shows 
and concerts.

Having made it through 
the shutdowns that began 
last March, ETC found 
cancelling this year’s 
shows less daunting, said 
executive director Bev 
Dietrich.

“The board met at the 
end of January, and it really 
wasn’t a difficult decision – 
the most difficult decision 
was at the beginning. This 
was the right decision. We 
kept hoping that – hope 
springs eternal – we’ll post-
pone it and get the chance to 
do it again. But as you can see 
now with the pandemic and 
in the vaccine rollout and 
all that sort of stuff, we will 
have to put it off. We had to 
cancel our season. That’s just 
what it came down to,” she 
explained.   

Initially hoping to stage 
Of Mice and Men last year, 
ETC had to bump that 

down the road due to the 
pandemic, most recently 
hoping for the production 
to open in November.

“All of the sets are all 
built. Everything’s just 
sitting there at the theatre. 
We’re in like a time warp 
thing – it’s just stopped ... 
the way they left the last 
rehearsal,” said Dietrich of 
the abrupt pausing of the 
stage production of John 
Steinbeck’s classic novel.

The play was chosen 
to spice things up from 
the usual comedy-centric 
performances put on by 

ETC.
“It was chosen because 

it’s a classic. It’s a classic 
piece of theatre. The direc-
tor is Joe Brenner, and 
he had a passion for the 
play. And we knew that if 
anyone could pull off this 
piece of theatre, it would 
be Joe. And basically we 
try to give our audiences 
[change]: we can’t just 
do comedies all the time, 
which, of course is what 
we’re known for. But to 
bring to life this is classic 
piece of theatre, I think 
will be enjoyed by our 

audience.”  
For the time being, 

however, the facility on 
Howard Avenue now sits 
vacant. 

“Our entire building 
is entirely closed to 
members, there’s only 
three people that have 
access to the building – 
it’s checked every three 
to four days – so nobody 
else has been into the 
site,” said Dietrich, noting 
members are awaiting a 
return in the fourth quar-
ter of the year.

“I think when the audi-

Elmira Theatre Company stays dark
Uncertainty of ‘return-to-normal’ pre-pandemic leads local theatre group to cancel 2021 season

ence feels it’s safe to come 
back, I believe they will 
embrace the arts again, 
theatre again, because 
look what happens when 
we’re all in this lockdown, 
everybody’s turned to the 
arts for their entertain-
ment. Looking at other 
places that have done 
theatre, like Stratford, 
where they’re having view-
ing parties where they’re 
showing past productions 
and stuff like that.” 

Reopening plans are 
starting to be made. 
“We’ve got a COVID safety 

plan in place. And we 
know all the materials we 
need to purchase, when 
we do open again to make 
our theaters safe, for our 
patrons and our audience. 
And we just have to wait 
to find out what the future 
will bring in terms of 
numbers that we can have 
in and that sort of thing.” 
says Dietrich. 

Having lost revenue 
since closing last year, 
ETC is currently accepting 
donations. For more infor-
mation, see the website at 
www.elmiratheatre.com.
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8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

BUYING 
100 year old 

brick farmhouses 
for wrecking and
 brick salvage. 

BART LUMLEY 519-383-2024
at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

Hand battered Cod, crisp fries, 
coleslaw, tartar sauce 

$13.99/person
Please call or email to pre-order quantity and pick up time

FISH N CHIPS: Friday Feb. 26th  

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.ca

— Available for pickup from Noon-6:00PM — 

asked about the issue of 
taxes and development 
charges dating back to the 
2016 start of the business.

Vink noted that the 
process approved that 
evening legalizes the busi-
ness, but the owner then 
still has to make sure the 
building is up to indus-
trial standards, at his own 
expense.

In a later interview, 
Vink said those kinds of 
issues are on the horizon 
for a number of on-farm 
businesses. In addition to 
some 50 locations already 
known to the township, 
officials will be actively 
out looking for others not 
in compliance with Wool-
wich bylaws.

“We are starting through 
the enforcement process 
of dealing with the ones we 

to keep them safe and to 
keep our schools open in 
this province. It is of the 
utmost importance that 
we do not travel at this 
time, especially as we head 
into the month of March.  

While the postponement 
doesn’t apply to private 
schools, the provincial 
government is requesting 
that such institutions 
follow suit.

“We’re asking everyone 

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

A WELLESLEY TOWN-
SHIP FARM COUPLE’S 
plan to pare down a 
livestock operation in 
favour of a dog kennel got 
a mixed reception from 
councillors this week.

In a split decision Tues-
day night, council approved 
an application from David 
and Minerva Bowman of 
6171 Buehler Line to convert 
the second floor of their 
barn into a kennel. 

The Bowmans currently 
run a cow and pig opera-
tion at their farm. Due to 
medical issues, the pigs 
must be removed. With 
that, the couple would like 
to start breeding dogs. They 
anticipate starting with 10 
to 15 dogs, raising golden 
retrievers and poodles. 

After a spate of kennel 
applications in recent years, 
the township has been 
more cautious with such 
operations. Though the 
application met all of the 
requirements under Welles-
ley’s bylaws, there were 
some reservations, partic-
ularly over the handling of 

the Woolwich dam and 
reservoir.  

The GRCA situation is 
a bigger issue for clubs 
around Conestoga Lake, 
part of the Ontario Federa-
tion of Snowmobile Clubs’ 
District 9.

“It’s heartbreaking 
that clubs and riders will 
not have access again 
for the 2021 snowmobile 
season. This is about 
more than just user fees 
and risk management 
programs. This is about 
the thousands of hours 
our dedicated volunteers 
have to spend tending to 
GRCA-managed prop-
erties over many years. 
It’s also about the many 
riders that will not be able 
to experience the winter 
beauty of these properties 
and the small local busi-
nesses that will suffer,” 
said Karen Buratynski, 
manager OFSC District 9, 

Wellesley council split over 
approval of breeding kennel

dogs once the dogs passed 
beyond breeding age.

Coun. Shelley Wagner 
questioned Bowman about 
his experience breeding 
dogs, wanting to know 
what he intends for the 
adult dogs when they are 
done breeding. 

Bowman’s plan to use an 
intermediary to find new 
homes for the dogs did not 
sit well with her.

Wagner asked Todd 
Loveday, the township’s 
bylaw enforcement/
animal control officer, 
whether that was suitable 
under existing bylaws.

Loveday said there was 
nothing set out in regards 
to retiring animals, but 
noted he does let prospec-
tive kennel owners know 
they will be asked about 
that plan. In cases where 
the kennel operators don’t 
have internet access, for 
instance, it’s not unusual 
for third-party channels to 
be involved in finding new 
homes for the dogs. 

“It’s not set out directly 
in the township bylaw 
that they have to have a 
succession plan. When I go 
and I talk to everybody that 

is interested in a kennel, I 
talk to them about having 
a succession plan and tell 
them that they will be 
asked at the meeting if they 
have a plan for that. I also 
understand that for some 
of the kennel breeders, 
they don’t have the inter-
net [or] the advertising 
capabilities in regards to 
getting their dogs rehomed 
once they are retired. And 
I believe that’s why they’re 
using some outside assis-
tance in getting the dogs 
rehomed,” he said.

In response to a ques-
tion from Coun. Peter van 
der Maas, Bowman said 
he expects the adult dogs 
to have a maximum of two 
litters per year, with plans 
to retire the breeding dogs 
after eight years.

The application, 
approved in a 3-2 split vote, 
notes the barn has a solid 
concrete floor between 
the first and second levels, 
and in-floor heating will 
be installed for the dogs 
alongside an automatic 
water system. An existing 
ventilation system will 
provide improved air qual-
ity for the animals. 

know of,” he said. “I have 
a feeling there are going to 
be a lot more of them.”

It’s not a quick process to 
get into conformity, from 
the zoning process, then 
site-plan agreements and 
then the building code.

“We are working with 
them as best we can.”

While many of the 
on-farm businesses are 
farm related, there is 
a provision for other 
businesses, such as dry 
industrial uses, as long as 
the footprint is no more 
than two per cent of the 
farm property.

He said the township 
is seeing these kinds of 
compliance issues with 
farm operators of all 
stripes, including Old 
Order Mennonites.

“They’re not alone with 
these issues. We’re treating 

everyone the same,” said 
Vink. “It’s not any one 
type. It is a rural land-use 
problem.”

In every case, the prop-
erty owner not in compli-
ance will have to make 
some decisions before 
embarking on the legaliza-
tion process.

“They have to crunch 
the numbers and decide if 
this is worth it,” said Vink.

With its proactive 
approach, the township 
expects many more farm 
operators will be facing 
that dilemma – “there’s a 
99 per cent chance were’ 
to find it out,” he said of 
businesses not in compli-
ance, adding the township 
is willing to work with 
owners.

“We’re trying to be 
reasonable, but we have 
enforce the regulations.”

ON-FARM BUSINESS: A long-term project for township
→FROM 1

in a statement.
She went on to note 

that well over $200,000 
of snowmobile permit 
money and club fund-
raising dollars “have 
been spent over the years 
to upgrade infrastruc-
ture (bridges, culverts, 
dams), complete brushing 
projects, and renovate/
improve outbuildings on 
these GRCA-managed 
properties.” 

Between erratic snow 
coverage and trail issues, 
snowmobilers might 
normally travel to other 
districts to take part in the 
sport. That’s off the table 
as the pandemic contin-
ues, however.

“Buying an OFSC snow-
mobile permit does give 
you access to any of the 
Ontario trails. Because of 
the pandemic this year, 
they are requesting that 
people stay within their 
own public health unit 

and ride locally. So, not 
be travelling and [avoid] 
additional risk by crossing 
regions and things like 
that,” Richards explained.  

That said, now is a 
good time to get an OFSC 
permit and hit the trails, as 
snowmobiling is a socially 
distanced activity, he added, 
noting the Elmira club is 
looking for volunteers.

“We are always looking 
for additional assistance, 
additional volunteers. It’s 
a core group that tends 
to get the trail set up and 
get everything signed, 
and all of those things. 
We’re always bringing in 
new people to help out 
with that, so that we don’t 
overload the folks that are 
existing [members]. We 
certainly do appreciate 
anybody who has some 
extra time to volunteer for 
positions or assist in trail 
building and tearing down 
and things like that.” 

HITTING THE TRAILS: Making the most of the snow
→FROM 2

APRIL BREAK: A delay rather than a cancellation
→FROM 3 in the education space to 

work with us, collaborate 
in the interest of public 
health so that we can get 
back to some normal and 
keep our kids safe both in 
public and private schools 
in Ontario.”

Local MPP Mike 
Harris weighed in on his 
government’s decision to 
postpone the break. “In 
my opinion, it’s a good 
idea, especially given  
what’s happening with 

the pandemic right now 
and what we saw happen 
over Christmas and the 
New Year’s holiday, and 
holidays where we did see 
a rise in cases.

“I’ve got five kids in the 
public school system here 
in Waterloo Region, and 
I firmly stand behind the 
decision of the Minister 
of Education, which of 
course has been supported 
by Ontario’s chief medical 
officer.”

in, and that will give us 
better opportunities to 
possibly come together 
with a better price from a 
contractor,” said Roth.

Mayor Joe Nowak 
followed up by saying 
that with a project this 
size they should not 
dismiss any prospective 
companies, stressing that 
more is better, noting the 
process calls for up to six 
bids, though the township 
may not get that many 
responses in the end.

In response to a ques-

tion from Nowak, Roth 
noted there are guidelines 
for those taking part in the 
bidding in order to meet 
the threshold for receiving 
the $8,000 stipend.

Coun. Carl Smit argued 
against the awarding of 
stipends, saying they’re 
not warranted for the 
project. 

Chief administrative 
officer Rik Louwagie said 
stipends were deemed 
appropriate given the 
amount of work specified 
in the RFP.

“We put together a bit of 

a timeline as to how much 
labour it would take for 
these contractors to do the 
drawing portion alone, 
and $8,000 is a number 
that we put together for 
a senior architect, junior 
architect and an assis-
tant that would work on 
preparing the design for 
this drawing. Then on top 
of that, they’re estimating 
teams will still have to do 
all the other work,” said 
Louwagie. 

After a recorded vote 
requested by Smit, the 
motion was passed 3-2.

MULTI-USE FACILITY: Township pushing ahead with 
project, with plans to take on debt if necessary

→FROM 1
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DELI SLICED 

The joint Water-
loo-Guelph Human Traf-
ficking team this week 
charged a 22-year-old 
Guelph man with obtain-
ing sexual services for 
consideration.

The charge stems from 
an incident that occurred 

ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Guelph man arrested following human trafficking investigation
in Guelph in December 
when a male allegedly 
solicited sexual services 
for monetary compensa-
tion.

The victim has now 
been provided with 
a safety plan and 
community resources 

in partnership with 
an embedded Human 
Trafficking Crisis Inter-
vention counsellor from 
Victim Services.

Anyone with infor-
mation relating to this 
incident, or anyone with 
information concern-

ing potential human 
trafficking victims, 
are encouraged to 
contact the joint Water-
loo-Guelph Human 
Trafficking team at intel.
ht@wrps.on.ca or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

FEBRUARY 10

3:30 PM | A Wellington 
County OPP officer moni-
toring traffic and conduct-
ing radar on Wellington 
Road 12 south of Sixth 
Line in Mapleton Town-
ship observed a white 
SUV travelling south-
bound at a speed that 
appeared to be well above 
the posted 80 km/h speed 
limit. The vehicle was 
locked on radar in excess 
of 150 km/h. A 32-year-
old Tottenham man was 
charged with ‘racing a 
motor vehicle - excessive 
speed.’ He is scheduled 
to appear in Guelph at the 
Ontario Court of Justice – 
Provincial Offences Court 
on May 19. His vehicle 
and driver’s licence were 
seized for a period of 
seven days as per statute.

3:05 PM | Wellington 
County OPP received 
reports of vehicles being 
entered in the area of 
Well ington Road 30 
and Wellington Road 86 
northwest of Guelph. 
Suspect(s)  entered 
several vehicles in the 
early morning hours of 
Feb. 10. Vehicles were 
rummaged through, and in 
some cases property was 
stolen. Security camera 
footage captured a person 
of interest. The person 
was wearing a baseball 
cap, hoody, gloves and 
baggy pants. They were 
carrying a flashlight and 

a small shoulder bag. Any 
person with information 
regarding this or any other 
criminal activity should 
contact the Wellington 
County OPP at 1-888-310-
1122. Should you wish to 
remain anonymous, you 
may call Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) 
or submit a tip on-line at 
www.csgw.tips. You may 
be eligible for a reward 
from Crime Stoppers of 
up to $2,000.

FEBRUARY 11

12:30 AM | Wellington 
County OPP responded 
to a break-and-enter in 
progress at a residence on 
JM Quarrie Drive in Inver-
haugh. A suspect forcibly 
entered the front door of a 
home, where the startled 
homeowner confronted 
the lone suspect. The 
suspect caused exten-
sive damage to the inte-
rior of the home and to a 
vehicle that was parked 
in the driveway. Police 
arrested the suspect upon 
arrival. No injuries were 
reported. The suspect and 
the victim were not known 
to each other. A 35-year-
old Stratford man was 
charged with ‘break and 
enter to a dwelling house,’ 
‘mischief over $5,000’ and 
‘possession of a weapon 
for dangerous purpose.’ 
Any person with informa-
tion regarding this inci-
dent is asked to contact 
the Wellington County 

OPP at 1-888-310-1122. 
Should you wish to remain 
anonymous, you may call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477 (TIPS) or submit 
a tip on-line at www.csgw.
tips. You may be eligible 
for a reward from Crime 
Stoppers of up to $2,000.

8:00 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police were 
alerted of a commercial 
vehicle needing assis-
tance in the area of 
Ament Line in Wellesley 
Township. A fully loaded 
transport truck was trav-
elling west on Ament 
Line attempting to crest 
a hill when it stalled on 
the incline. Upon arrival, 
the patrol officer parked 
behind the truck with the 
emergency lights acti-
vated. Prior to rendering 
assistance, the transport 
truck driver lost control 
and the truck rolled 
backward down the hill, 
striking the police SUV. 
The impact of the colli-
sion pushed the cruiser 
approximately 30 metres 
down the hill. The trans-
port truck came to rest in 
the snow-filled ditch on 
the north side of the road. 
Neither driver sustained 
injury. Members of the 
Traffic Services Unit 
attended to investigate 
the cause of the collision. 
A full truck inspection was 
completed at the scene. 
The driver of the truck, 
a 46-year-old Brampton 
man, and his employer 

were charged with a 
number of offences under 
the Highway Traffic Act in 
relation to driver action, 
vehicle maintenance, 
and equipment safety. 
The roadway was closed 
until approximately 5 p.m. 
while police continued to 
investigate.

FEBRUARY 14

9:00 AM | Wellington 
County OPP received a 
report of a theft from a 
locked trailer at a prop-
erty located on Wellington 
Road 22 in the Township 
of Centre Wellington. The 
locked trailer was entered 
s o m e t i m e  b e t w e e n 
midnight and 6 a.m. The 
investigation revealed 
unknown suspects cut 
a lock on a fenced gate 
and a lock on the trailer to 
gain access. A quantity of 
Milwaukee brand power 
tools, copper cable, and 
a welder/generator were 
stolen. OPP continue to 
investigate and is asking 
anyone who may have 
noticed any suspicious 
persons or vehicles, or 
may have any information 
regarding this incident to 
contact them at 1-888-
310-1122. Should you wish 
to remain anonymous, you 
may call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 or leave 
an anonymous message at 
www.csgw.tips where you 
may be eligible to receive 
a cash reward of up to 
$2,000.

The driver and company face a list of charges after a transport truck slid down an incline on Ament Road in Wellesley Township on Feb. 
11, colliding with a police cruiser. Damon MacLean
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OpinionOpinion “The impact on mental health was most 
pronounced for younger Canadians, who 
reported feeling lonely, depressed or anxious. 
This may reflect a true age-group difference in 
the COVID-19 experience, but it may also reflect 
generational differences in feeling comfort-
able reporting mental health symptoms.”
Prof. John Hirdes of the UW School of Public Health and 
Health Systems about a new mental health study.

As the first anniversary of the pandemic 
hitting Canada approaches, Canadians 
hold the highest trust levels for scientists 
and doctors, while politicians and employ-
ers are sliding down the trust scale. Front-
line service workers, a group severely 
tested by the pandemic, have dropped the 
grade of their employers from C- to D-.
2021 Proof Strategies CanTrust Index

Verbatim The Monitor

The gun problem in Canada isn’t anything like the 
mess south of the border. We have fairly exten-
sive gun-control laws, and only a few detractors, 
largely for partisan or self-serving (i.e. lobbying) 

purposes. The number of gun-related deaths pales in 
comparison.

The federal Liberals this week rolled out plans that will allow 
municipalities to ban handguns. They’ll be able to develop their 
own bylaws to restrict the ownership, storage and transporta-
tion of such weapons. Severe penalties, including imprison-
ment, may be imposed on those who fail to follow municipal 
rules.

Notably, the backlash against the move isn’t the imposition 
of controls, rather the patchwork nature of new rules that may 
ensue. Gun control advocates argue that nationwide regulations 
are required, as local rules are much easier to circumvent.

We need only look to the U.S. for confirmation. Cities such as 
Chicago and Washington have strict controls, but the ease of 
access in areas just outside the city limits render the laws essen-
tially worthless. 

Of course, the U.S. makes obtaining guns very easy by 
comparison. That includes handguns, which are strictly 
controlled in Canada, and weapons that are banned entirely 
here. 

Mass shootings are almost daily occurrences in the U.S. The 
most egregious bring calls for gun control measures. In Canada, 
such shootings are rare, but also generate support for tighter 
controls.

The situations are much different in the two countries, 
however. There, advocates have difficulty making headway on 
something as simple as background checks, let alone something 
along the lines of banning assault rifles, as we see here.

Gun-control advocates on this side of the border have an 
easier time promoting restrictions to what are much, much 
tighter regulations in this country every time there is a notable 
shooting.

Canada has tighter controls, part of the reason the number 
of firearms in the country is 35 per 100 residents, which seems 
high but pales in comparison where the corresponding figure is 
121 weapons – more than one per person.

There are some 390 million guns owned by civilians in the 
U.S., and about 40 per cent of Americans own a gun or live in a 
household with one. Not coincidentally, the U.S. has the highest 
rate of murder or manslaughter by firearm in the developed 
world – that translated to 11,000 deaths in 2017 alone.

While Canada and the U.S. have comparable rates of homi-
cides without guns (1.79 per 100,000 versus 1.35), the American 
firearm homicide rate is five times Canada’s (3.8 versus. 0.69 per 
100.000); the U.S. handgun homicide rate is seven times Cana-
da’s (2.83 versus 0.39 per 100,000).

The U.S. also has 5.8 times the rates per 100,000 of robberies 
committed with firearms even though rates of robberies with-
out guns are comparable.

Those kind of statistics depict a major difference between our 
neighbouring cultures.

We also react differently when mass shootings occur. Rarely 
will you hear in Canada that the solution to gun violence is to 
make more guns available. The good-guys-with-guns argu-
ments are commonplace in the U.S., where Second Amend-
ment – the right to keep and bear arms – issues abound. In 
Canada, the notion seems ridiculous: having more guns at hand 
increases the risk. It would be far more likely for someone to see 
red, snap and use a readily available gun than it would be for 
someone to be faced with a murderer on a shooting spree.

Most Canadians support greater gun controls – surveys 
typically put the number in the range of three out of four people 
polled – so the Trudeau government’s plan to allow for the 
banning of handguns is likely fine with many of us, particularly 
in urban areas. But municipalities might be well-advised to say 
“thanks, but no thanks,” calling instead for national regulations.

Gun control is a national issue, 
not one for municipalities

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

The self-esteem of two-year-
olds and nation-states is 

too fragile for them to admit 
they were wrong, which makes 
it hard for them to move on 
from blunders. That’s why the 
toys don’t get picked up and the 
broken treaties don’t get fixed, 
and why there may be a tantrum 
(in the case of two-year-olds) or 
a nuclear war (in the case of the 
United States and Iran)

The latter contingency is 
implausible, but there is a 
bipartisan effort in the United 
States to make it more likely. 
Until a few weeks ago it was 
widely believed that a Biden 
administration would move fast 
to repair the damage Donald 
Trump did by withdrawing 
from the 2015 treaty in which 
Iran promised no work on 
nuclear weapons for 15 years, 
but not necessarily so.

Why did Trump pull out in 
the first place? Sheer spite, 
really.

All the world’s intelligence 
agencies, including the Amer-
ican ones, agreed that Iran 
was meticulously obeying the 
terms of the Obama-era treaty, 
but Trump was systematically 
destroying every achievement 
of the ‘Black, foreign imposter’ 
who preceded him in the White 
House. If Obama had granted 
Americans eternal life, Trump 
would have tried to undo it.

Iran isn’t even asking for an 

U.S. still bungling Iran nuclear deal
ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

apology, although it certainly 
deserves one. It just wants the 
United States to revoke the 
international sanctions that 
were ended by the treaty of 
2015, but that Trump unilat-
erally re-imposed, against the 
wishes of all the other major 
powers (Britain, China, France, 
Germany, the European Union 
and Russia), in 2018.

That could be done in a day, 
and as soon as it was, prom-
ised Iran’s President Hassan 
Rouhan, Iran would return 
to compliance within hours. 
‘Return,’ because to motivate 
all the other signatories to press 
the United States to return to 
the treaty, Iran itself started 
a slow-paced series of depar-
tures from the treaty terms in 
mid-2019.

Iran didn’t rush into retalia-
tion. It waited a year first, tell-
ing the European powers that it 
would go on observing the letter 
of the treaty if they allowed 
Iranian banks and oil compa-
nies to go on trading with them. 
The Europeans didn’t dare, 
knowing Trump would punish 
European banks and companies 
if they did that, so Iran was left 
holding the bag.

When Iran did start breaching 

the treaty terms, it did so slowly 
and with plenty of warning, one 
provision at a time, letting the 
inspectors watch what they were 
doing at every step: first raising 
the level of uranium enrichment 
from the treaty-agreed 3.67 per 
cent to 4.5 per cent in November 
2019, then going to five per cent 
a year later.

However, when the United 
States and Israel resumed their 
campaign of assassinations 
against senior Iranian mili-
tary and scientific personnel 
last year – General Qassem 
Soleimani in January and the 
country’s top nuclear scien-
tist, Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, in 
November – Iran’s parliament 
took a hand. 

Iran is a partially democratic 
country, and the parliament 
is currently dominated by 
conservatives who are fed up 
with President Rouhani’s long 
patience on this issue. Three 
months ago they legislated a 
series of deadlines by which 
Iran would have to breach more 
serious aspects of the treaty 
if the United States does not 
rejoin it.         

The first of those deadlines, 
when Rouhani’s govern-
ment will be obliged to block 
short-notice inspections by the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency, is only a few days: 
February 21. The Biden admin-

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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Editor's 
Point of View

When it comes to democracy, we may not be headed in right direction

Only the most partisan 
among us would agree 
we’re well governed: from 
the autocratic finan-
cial mismanagement in 
Ottawa and Queen’s Park 
right on down through 
regional and local govern-
ments, we’re hardly 
getting full value, yet 
alone anything resembling 
true representation.

That’s true not just of 
the incumbents – though 
there’s much left to be 
desired – but a reality of 
what we’ve allowed our 
form of democracy to 
become.

Complaining about 
government typically 
trumps discussing the 
weather as the great 
Canadian pastime. Would 
those of us with a litany of 
complaints be prepared, 
however, to do something 

about it? I’m thinking 
in particular of reforms 
that would move our 
democracy closer to the 
form practiced in ancient 
Greece, the foundation 
upon which resides the 
West’s complex and 
often dysfunctional (see 
America, United States of) 
democratic system.

Instead of elections, 
we could have a form of 
direct democracy, in which 
every citizen entitled to 
vote would get to have a 
say in how things are run. 
Unworkable? Perhaps, 
especially at the federal 
and provincial levels, but 
more probable at the local 
level – Athens, after all, had 
upwards of 60,000 eligible 
participants at one time, far 
more than in the townships. 

Or we could use an allot-
ment system, whereby 
names are drawn in a 
lottery system, something 
akin to jury duty. With 
a significant number of 
representatives, number-

ing dozens or even 
hundreds, this would be 
more wieldy than having 
thousands of people out 
to vote on policy – online 
voting of this magnitude 
is certainly not ready for 
primetime. 

The Greeks saw selec-
tion by lottery as more 
democratic, as it elimi-
nates electioneering and 
removes money, class, 
popularity (especially 
important in this era of 
the cult of personality) 
and a host of other issues 
from the agenda in picking 
leaders. On the downside, 
critics argue, you might not 
get the best and brightest 
out to serve. Who, however, 
would argue that’s 
currently the case? And, 
with a large enough group, 
it all evens out in the end.

Of course, there are 
issues with essentially 
compelling people to serve 
as politicians: most of us 
are much too busy to even 
pay adequate attention 

to political matters, let 
alone take time out from 
our schedules to serve in 
government.

The fact that govern-
ment has deteriorated to its 
current state is testament 
to what happens when we 
disengage from politics, 
ironically. In giving the 
power to a few elected 
officials and overzealous 
bureaucrats, we have poli-
ticians who make them-
selves unaccountable for 
their actions, civil servants 
pursuing pet projects 
and pestering of citizens 
in equal measures and 
unchecked corporatism.

Tales of corruption 
and boondoggles have 
abounded – and those 
are just the ones we know 
about – in such numbers 
as to give lie to “represen-
tative” democracy. They 
scream for more direct 
forms of democracy, 
including referenda and 
plebiscites – we’d not 
have our regional transit 

boondoggle if the people 
had their say instead of 
being saddled with poor 
“representatives,” for 
instance.

Those in power – those 
officially so and those 
pulling the strings – won’t 
cede control easily. The 
public will have to take it. 
Communication technol-
ogy theoretically provides 
the means to exercise direct 
control, though only if it 
widens the disingenuous 
public consultation farce 
we see from governments 
today: so few people partic-
ipate as to not only render 
it undemocratic, but the 
process opens the door to 
the tyranny of the minority 
while providing cover to 
officials bent on circum-
venting the public will. 

Aiding in the status 
quo are those who argue 
people are too stupid, 
ignorant and bigoted 
to make decisions for 
themselves – people point 
to supporters of Donald 
Trump and a growing 
number of demagogues 
and authoritarians in 
Europe, for example.

It’s true we’d be hard-
pressed to have real 
democracy in which a 
majority of the popula-
tion voted on all matters 
of import – from budgets 
to imposing controls and 
judicial retribution on 
overreaching politicians 
and bureaucrats – but 
that’s what would be 
necessary to have democ-
racy in the Athenian way.

A return to such a state 
is the premise of Canadi-
an-Irish academic Rosyln 
Fuller’s 2019 book In 
Defence of Democracy, 
which counters the argu-
ments of academics and 
think tanks suggesting the 
people are too stupid to rule 
themselves. Those making 
the rules today have an 
interest in downplaying 
if not outright ridiculing 
anything that would change 
the situation: oligarchs and 

With a price tag of up to $8 million, Peel Street may be a bridge too far. More practical solutions are in the offing.

In the early days of the 
internet, the technol-

ogy was seen as having a 
democratizing influence, 
with communication tools 
put in the hands of many 
rather than a few. It was 
viewed as a democratizing 
influence, giving a voice to 
those previously margin-
alized, with everybody 
having the same space on 
the platform (well, every-
body with access to the 
technology, that is). 

A generation later, we 
know that’s not really the 
case. As with much of our 
society, the internet is 
largely controlled by large 
corporate interests. Even 
so-called social media is 
little more than a propa-
ganda vehicle aimed at 
separating people from 
their money through ever-
more personal marketing.

Is it possible to turn the 
tide? The first order of 
business is to declare as 
illegal much of what the 
likes of Facebook, Google 
and Twitter do, apply-
ing the same stringent 
privacy controls on every 
company using online 
tools. That’s the easy 
part – or would be easy if 
politicians weren’t bought 
off by lobbyists. The more 
difficult task would be 
turning the technology 
into something useful for 
the kind of direct democ-
racy that was envisioned 
early on in the evolution of 
the worldwide web.

Given the increasingly 
undemocratic nature 
of governments glob-
ally, even in the ersatz 
democracies of the West, 
anything that provides us 
with a more representative 
democracy is a good idea. 
By that I mean democracy 
that represents the will of 
the people, as opposed to 
our system of representa-
tive democracy wherein 
we elect a few people to 
make decisions in our 
name. That’s a system 
that’s clearly showing 
some strain. →KANNON 8
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

A little history lesson about how the ice hut was born

ries, but the one I favour is 
as follows:

I believe some time just 
after the first tool was 
accidentally invented, 
men started collecting 
them. Not for an honest 
day’s work, mind you – for 
that had, thankfully, not 
been yet invented. No, 
tools were first conceived 
for purely social reasons. 
For if a man had a tool, he 
could lend it to another 
man, and one day he could 
visit that man to remind 
him that he had not yet 

returned it.
This caught on and, 

eventually, men collected 
so many tools that their 
wives told them that they 
needed to find another 
place outside of the cave to 
store them. 

Our tool-laden ancestors 
gave some thought to the 
idea and then they used 
mostly borrowed tools 
to build the first shed. At 
first, the shed was just a 
space where a man could 
put his tools and, after-
wards, his lawn mower. 
But eventually, men came 
to realize that a shed was 
no place for a goat, so it 
reverted back to being just 
for tools.

That remained the case 
until the first marital spat 
was invented. This came 
shortly after the question, 
“Be honest. Do you think 
Grog’s sister is pretty?” 
was initially posed.

This led to that man 
sleeping in the shed for a 
few nights.

By now you are prob-
ably wondering what all 
this has to do with ice 
fishing. 

Well, let me tell you. 
About 400 BC, one of 

our angling ancestors 
found himself in a fairly 
prolonged argument with 
his wife, but only because 
he foolishly thought there 
was a chance he could win. 

The other day I was 
standing alone on 

the ice, in the middle 
of a snow-covered lake, 
looking down a hole that 
local fish had agreed never 
to pass through, when I 
raised my head, felt the 
bitter sting of a howling 
wind and muttered, “I 
cannot imagine a more 
pathetic existence.”

But that’s only because 
most of my brain had 
partially frozen.

That’s also when I 
started mulling over one of 
the most important ques-
tions to plague humanity. 
Namely, how did the ice 
hut come to be?

There are many theo-

 � LTC and 
retirement home 
staff to be 
commended

To the Editor,
This has been a devas-

tating year for Chartwell 
Elmira Retirement Resi-
dence. 

My parents had recently 
moved in and were 
diagnosed with COVID-
19, much to our shock 
and dismay. Through it 
all, the staff at Chartwell 
have been wonderful. I 
have seen firsthand how 
much grief and stress 
it has caused them. I 
have witnessed the extra 
work for the staff, from 
housekeeping to dietary 
to nursing and more and 
never heard a word of 
complaint. 

I know they had to be 
worried about themselves 
and their families as well. 
They have shown nothing 
but kindness to my family 
throughout this ordeal. 

Penny, the administra-
tor, has been a source of 
information and strength, 
all while working endless 
hours to support her 
residents, their families 
and the staff. I have cried 
with her on more than 
one occasion. And I have 
seen the sadness for the 
members of their commu-
nity that they have lost. 

My heart goes out to 
those who have lost a 
beloved family member 
and to all of the families 
affected. This is tragic 
evidence of how quickly 
this virus can spread 
through a retirement 
residence and the need for 
everyone including essen-
tial caregivers to be vigilant 
with their testing to protect 
our most vulnerable. 

Kathy Legrow 
KITCHENER

istration could head that 
off simply by declaring 
that it will return to the 
treaty without conditions, 
but it appears that the 
Trump stupidity is catch-
ing.

“Will the U.S. lift sanc-
tions first in order to get 
Iran back to the negoti-
ating table?” CBS News 
asked Joe Biden a week 
ago. “No,” he replied, and 
U.S. State Department 
spokesman Ned Price later 
elaborated: “We continue 
to urge Tehran to resume 
full compliance with the 
[nuclear deal]...because 

that, for us, would open up 
the pathway for diplomacy.”

Trump may be gone, but 
realism has not yet found 
its way back to Washing-
ton. When the United 
States breaks a treaty 
for no good reason and 
plunges tens of millions 
of Iranians into poverty, it 
is not the victim’s duty to 
rescind all its countermea-
sures first in order to prove 
its good faith.

It would be easy to 
choreograph a dance in 
which Iran and the United 
States undo this confronta-
tion step by step in unison, 
thus saving America’s face 

DYER: Dealing with the fragile self-esteem of nations
→FROM 6

 � Parents got 
good care through 
COVID-19 scare

To the Editor,
It was about three years 

ago this month that my 
brother and sisters had to 
have the conversation with 
our parents about living 
in their home or maybe 
considering moving to a 
retirement home. Neither 
mom nor dad liked the 
idea and they had precon-
ceived vision of what it 
would be like. I had looked 
around the area and came 
across Chartwell Retire-
ment Residence in Elmira. 
mom and dad came for a 
tour and lunch and within 
a week told us they were 
ready. It was great news 
to know that our parents 
would have a safe place to 
live with access to assis-
tance and care should they 
need it.

The transition from 
their own home to what 
I would call a bachelor 
apartment went well. Mom 
enjoys the reminiscing, 
gardening and exercising 
activities; Dad enjoys the 
workshop where they take 
apart discarded items 
for recycling, reuse and 
garbage. Our parents 
enjoy Friday night bingo 
and who wouldn’t like not 
having to cook, clean or do 
laundry ever again.

Fast forward to January 
2021, I received a call that 
my dad had fallen in the 
common area. Upon my 
arrival the staff said he had 
no major injuries but was 
sore and not feeling well. 
Twenty-four hours later 
it was announced that a 
few residents had tested 
positive for COVID-19 and 
that all residents and staff 
would be tested. It was 
three days later, a Tuesday 
night at 5 p.m., that I got 

the call and was told that 
the results came back, 
and both my parents were 
positive for COVID-19. 
After the shock, I booked 
a test of my own, which 
came back negative.

The first two weeks 
were insane, the numbers 
increasing every few days 
in both residents and staff, 
mom and dad both sick 
and fighting the virus. 
Even with the help of 
replacement staff, I was 
still needing to assist with 
care for my parents several 
hours a day. My mom 
would sleep or lay in bed 
for the better part of 20 
hours a day for almost 12 
days. The body aches, the 
headaches, loss of appe-
tite, loss of smell, loss of 
taste all common symp-
toms of COVID-19. Chart-
well staff, doctors, nurses, 
and PSWs all worked 
incredible hours to care 
for those infected, stop the 
spread, and protect those 
not infected.

Friday, February 12 the 
outbreak was declared 
over. In the end 22 staff 
and 43 residents caught 
the invisible virus; sadly 
seven of those residents 
are now deceased as a 
result of the infection.

I would like to thank 
Chartwell Retirement 
Residence staff, those 
who arrived from other 
locations, those who 
came from public health 
and those who came 
from out-of-town and 
lived-in hotels. The four 
weeks were hell, you did 
your absolute best while 
putting yourself and your 
health on the line for my 
parents and all the resi-
dents. You are all heroes.

To the person or persons 
who brought COVID-19 
into Chartwell Retirement 
Residence, shame on you.

Robert Hutchison

Worse still, that argu-
ment happened in the 
dead of winter and so he 
found himself sleeping 
in the shed with all his 
tools and his new fishing 
gear. 

On the second day of 
the argument, she was still 
being unreasonable and 
insisting that the wall of 
the cave be adorned with 
petroglyphs depicting her 
mother and their wedding 
rather that several sets of 
tastefully arranged deer 
and moose antlers.

Still gullible enough to 
believe honesty is the best 
policy, he told her the reason 
for this was that old antlers 
were visually more appeal-

ing than those things.
This led to a lot more 

time living in the shed 
where, eventually, a 
clever thought occurred 
to him.  

“If I’m going to be living 
here for the winter, why 
not drag the shed down 
to the lake where I can at 
least fish, while trying to 
think of a clever argument 
to convince her I was 
right?” he mused.

Other men, by necessity, 
discovered the wisdom in 
this too. And it worked.

Was a clever argument 
ever found?

Who knows? But ice huts 
have been on our lakes 
ever since.

by never mentioning who 
caused it. But insisting 
the Iranians move first, 
as if they were the guilty 
ones, is a non-starter: they 
may not be two-year-olds, 
but they have their pride. 
They aren’t fully grown-up 
either. 

What Biden really must 
not do is demand that 
Iran make more conces-
sions beyond the 2015 
treaty before he agrees to 
end sanctions. That was 
Trump’s game, and with 
all this talk about ‘opening 
up the pathway for diplo-
macy’ Biden is edging 
dangerously close to that.  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR KANNON: The upside of a more direct democracy
→FROM 7

monied elites want nothing 
to do with being removed 
from power.

As such, Fuller notes 
that  “in our democracy to 
date there has been a split 
between the ideology of 
equal participation and 
the practical reality of 
elites running the show: 
the political elites drafted 

and voted on laws; media 
elites decided which 
stories to publish; finan-
cial elites determined 
which candidates and 
parties to back.”

Countering the undem-
ocratic status quo, direct 
democracy methods such 
as referendums, citizens’ 
initiatives, agenda initia-
tives, and recall votes, 

reinforce the fundamental 
principle of democratic 
self-governance, provide a 
check on the tendency of 
representatives to become 
disconnected from their 
electors, and can enhance 
the popular legitimacy 
underpinning key political 
decisions. 

We’re a long way from 
Athens.

Ontario review and 
potentially amend the 
Reopening Ontario Act, 
and associated regulations 
in order to ensure a timely 
enforcement response 
that is built on the consis-
tent application of the law, 
and reduces frustration 
among businesses and 
enforcement agencies,” 
said Coun. Michael Harris 
in a motion requesting 
government action.

The request follows 
regional councillors field-
ing complaints, questions 
and concerns from busi-
nesses owners and other 
constituents expressing a 
need for more equitable 
capacity limits and fair-

SMALL BUSINESS: Trying to simplify unclear directives
→FROM 2 ness for small businesses.

Coun. Geoff Lorentz 
noted that even a return 
to the previous colour-
coded system puts small 
businesses at a disadvan-
tage. He said the system 
remains confusing and 
puts much of the onus on 
the business owners, who 
struggle to adapt at their 
own expense.

“Under the colour-code 
framework, these revi-
sions need to apply in the 
order that all businesses 
have clarity. Advocating 
for more activities allow 
small businesses to be 
open when other stores 
like Costco and Walmart 
are allowed to sell non-es-
sential goods also has 

merit,” said Lorentz. 
“I think it really is 

important, but what it 
really boils down to is fair-
ness and equity in the busi-
ness community. There are 
so many small businesses 
out there that are really 
suffering from this. I had a 
retail business for over 10 
years – I still have a small 
business – and some of 
them are affected more 
so than others,” he added. 
“I heard a story about a 
barber in Guelph who has 
a one-man shop and he’s 
been closed since the last 
shutdown.  So we really 
need to be able to look at 
how these businesses run 
and have some fairness in 
the whole system.” 
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BusinessBusiness CMHC reports housing starts were at 
244,963 units in January, up from 238,747 
units in December. This trend measure is a 
six-month moving average of the monthly 
seasonally adjusted annual rates (SAAR) of 
housing starts. Housing starts in the region 
were up 121% in January compared to the 
same time a year earlier, 843 vs. 381.

With new COVID-19 variant detections 
increasing in the country, the federal 
government announced further testing and 
quarantine requirements for international 
travellers arriving to Canada's air and land 
ports of entry. All new measures come 
into effect Feb. 22, including a mandatory 
COVID-19 molecular test on arrival as well as 
toward the end of their 14-day quarantine.

Housing starts up Travel and COVID-19

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Edmonton-based Flair Airlines plans to begin flights from the Region of Waterloo Internatinal Airport starting May 1. Submitted

Region sees economic boon in new 
carrier when pandemic starts to recede

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

FLAIR AIRLINES IS THE 
LATEST carrier to offer 
up flights from the Region 
of Waterloo International 
Airport, looking to connect 
the area with six Canadian 
cities.

Starting May 1, the 
company will fly several 
times each week from 
Breslau to Vancouver, 
Calgary, Edmonton and 
Halifax, adding Victoria 
and Winnipeg to the itin-
erary as of July.

The new deal for the 
airport, known by its code 
YKF, follows on the heels 
of last year’s agreement 
with Pivot Airlines, which 
flies to Toronto, Ottawa, 
Montreal and Windsor.

Flair bills itself as the 
country’s only indepen-
dent ultra-low cost carrier.

“Flair is thrilled to be 
working with the Region 
of Waterloo International 
Airport and to bring the 
freedom of affordable 
travel to the people of this 
region. With the expected 
recovery from the 
pandemic this summer, 
Flair and YKF will be there 
with low fares to give more 
Canadians the opportunity 

to travel to visit friends 
and family and to see more 
of this beautiful coun-
try,” said Stephen Jones, 
president and CEO of 
Flair Airlines in a release. 
“Canadians have been 
paying too much for too 
long, and we are chang-
ing that with our ULCC 
model that makes getting 
around Canada affordable. 
Providing affordable air 
travel within Canada is 
the first step in restarting 
travel and tourism, and 
Flair is uniquely posi-
tioned with the efficien-
cies of our low-cost model. 
When non-essential travel 
returns, Flair will be there 
to reconnect families and 
provide the low fares that 
have long been denied to 
Canadians.”

When service starts 
in May, four locations 
will be provided by Flair 
out of YKF. These loca-
tions include Edmonton 
(Wednesdays and Satur-
days), Calgary (Thursdays 
and Sundays), Halifax 
(Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays), and Vancou-
ver (Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays). 
The remaining two 
locations will see service 
beginning July 2: Victo-

ria on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days, and Saturdays, and 
Winnipeg on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, and 
Sundays.

Regional Coun. Helen 
Jowett, and chair of the 
economic development 
committee, welcomed 
the addition, calling the 
partnership with Flair a 
good fit. Coming out of 
the pandemic, she said 
domestic travel is likely 
to bounce back faster 
than international flights 
as people look to satisfy 
demand.

“Post-COVID [there] 
is going to be pent up 
demand (for travel). We’re 
probably going to be 
pretty careful about travel 
coming out of this, to 
some degree. I think you’re 
going to maybe see some 
domestic travel before we 
see international travel. 
So, I think [Flair’s plan] has 
been well thought out, to 
be quite frank. I’m really 
proud of the staff for find-
ing this strategic oppor-
tunity [which] is such a 
good fit. And because our 
airport has been fairly 
low-cost comparatively, it 
makes us a really good fit 
for this particular model of 
ultra-low cost carrier,” said 

Many farmers and 
others in the agri-

food community cringe at 
the idea of carbon pricing 
or a federal carbon tax, 
designed to decrease 
their carbon production 
and their contribution to 
harmful greenhouse gas.

They frown on any 
more taxes on food 
production, and openly 
question how they’re 
supposed to make ends 
meet in a world that keeps 
imposing new costs on 
them, but refuses to pay 
more for food. 

And they really don’t 
like being singled out 
as being the problem, 
when indeed parts of 
the production system, 
like rotational grazing, 
actually help sustain and 
rejuvenate grasslands 
which in turn sequester 
carbon. 

They say that if they’re 
going to be taxed when 
they produce carbon, 
then they should also 
be rewarded when they 
sequester it, and when 
they use other tech-
niques such as precision 
approaches to seeding 
and crop protection 
that greatly reduce their 
carbon footprint.

But overall, they say 
it’s unfair that they’re 
penalized for using avail-
able energy resources 
to produce our food, for 
the likes of machinery. 
The industry is working 
to provide them with 
equipment powered by 
something more environ-
mentally friendly than 
fossil fuels, and a carbon 
tax could speed up such 
development. It’s getting 
there, but it’s not there 
yet.          

Somehow, though, 
they’ll need to reconcile 
their concerns. The public 
everywhere has spoken: 
It’s scared, and it wants 
something done about 
climate change. 

All potential sources 
of greenhouse are under 
the microscope. The 
magnification intensifies 
when highly unusual and 
deadly weather events 

occur, like the snowstorm 
and extreme tempera-
tures that have besieged 
so much of the US, includ-
ing Texas.

Even though parts of 
the state routinely get 
cold weather and some 
snow, the Canadian-like 
hammering it’s taken this 
week is enough to make 
even strident climate 
change deniers rethink 
their positions.

A rational, federal 
policy is needed to avoid 
kneejerk, band-aid 
approaches, ones that 
look good to voters but 
penalize farmers. And 
a Guelph-based organi-
zation called Agri-Food 
Economic Systems, an 
independent economic 
research organization 
dedicated to agriculture 
and food, is trying to 
bring the issue to the fore. 

It recognizes that the 
country is missing a criti-
cal opportunity to assim-
ilate climate change with 
other strands of import-
ant public policy issues 
into a cohesive strategy, 
which it says is “of great 
importance to Canada.”

Here’s why. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
prompted new concerns 
about food insecurity. 
Should another crisis 
arise out of the blue, the 
question of whether we’ll 
have enough food to get 
through it is pertinent 
and immediate. Experts 
can say don’t worry, we’ll 
be OK, but so far that is 
not allaying the fears. 

Food insecurity is 
prompting food protec-
tionism everywhere, 
including with some of 
our trading partners. And 
besides nations making 
sure they have enough 
domestic production to 
keep their own citizens 
fed, they are likely to 
spurn exporters consid-
ered environmentally 
inept.

Farming is being 
treated like a 

carbon liability

→ROBERTS 11

Flair Airlines plans to fly from Breslau airport to six Canadian cities
Jowett. 

The addition of Flair’s 
services should help the 
economy grow as well 
as adding jobs, directly 
and indirectly, after the 
pandemic, she added.

“[We are] hoping that it 
brings all the economic 
spin off that having a capi-
tal asset in your commu-
nity like this does have, 
so it’s good all around. 
And it’s just another way 
of trying to move our 
economy forward – there’s 
spinoff jobs going to 
come out of this, for sure. 
Spinoff jobs in airline and 
certainly in manufactur-
ing and assemblies and 
repair and maintenance 
and all kinds of other 
things that we see here,” 
said Jowett. 

“I think the pent-up 
demand will be there, 
and I think a lot of people 
are working real hard for 
economic recovery and I 
know that this will play a 
fairly significant role in 
that.”

Flights on Flair start at 
$39 for non-stop trips and 
go up depending on the 
number of bags and other 
factors. 

For more information 
visit flyflair.com.
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 
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February Specials
Chrome
Books
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reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-20 B Arthur St N.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

BESIDE THE OBSERVER www.realitybytescomputers.com
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Here for you and your business.
We’re open by appointment for all your corporate and 
personal income tax and COVID-19 program questions.

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

TOUGH WINTER AHEAD?
WE WOULDN’T HAVE IT
ANY OTHER WAY.

kubota.ca  |  

Exceptional comfort and an easy to maintain Kubota Tier IV Diesel engine 

combine for an impressive piece of equipment in Kubota’s SSV Series. 

New side lights expand the operator’s visibility on the job site, and the 

roll up door and wide operator area make for a more alert and productive 

work environment during those long cold jobs. All of a sudden, winter 

doesn’t seem so bad.

*Minimum down payment of 10% required. Representative example SSV65P with an MSRP of $66,491 financed at 0% APR equals $1,225 per month for 48 Months $7,690 
down payment required. Borrowing cost is $0 for a total obligation of $66,491.  Dealer may sell for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Prices, payments and models 
featured throughout may vary by dealer. Offer ends February 28, 2021. Offers valid only at participating dealers in Canada and are subject to change, cancellation or extension 
at any time without notice or obligation.  Conditions apply.  See your participating Kubota dealer or visit www.kubota.ca for details.  ΩConditions and restrictions apply.   Visit 
https://kubota.ca/en/parts-services/warranty.ca for full warranty details.

deboersequipment.com
0519 Wellington County Rd #7, Box 130 R.R. #1,
Elora, ON N0B 1S0
(519) 846-5388

0% FOR 48 MONTHS FINANCING OAC*

tender, juicy, tasty!

82 Maddison St., W. Monkton, ON • 519-347-9999

to
reserve

call:

ALL STEAK MEALS 
INCLUDE VEGETABLES, 
COLESLAW & MASHED 
POTATOES OR FRIES 

DRINKS ARE EXTRA                                              

ADD MUSHROOMS TO 
ANY STEAK FOR 75¢

t-bone steak .....$20.99
n.y. steak ...............$18.99
rib steak................$19.99

feb. 26 & 27, 11 am – 7 pm

tender, juicy, tasty!tender, juicy, tasty!
feb. 26 & 27, 11 am – 7 pmfeb. 26 & 27, 11 am – 7 pm

triple choice steaks

SUBSTITUTE CHOICES OF EITHER 
MEAT LOAF DINNER OR 

BBQ CHICKEN BREAST DINNER

MAKE A RESERVATION 
FOR INDOOR DINING

two days

This is not a new fear. 
Europe railed against 
North American geneti-
cally modified corn and 
soybeans because people 
there feared environmen-
tal problems, and more. 
Such attitudes are real 
and can leave exporting 
nations like Canada out in 
the cold.

And if any further 
evidence is needed, look 
at the U.S., our biggest 
trading partner, where 
the Biden government is 
planning unprecedented 
environmental reform.

As Agri-Food Economic 
Systems points out, some 
provinces have already 
begun to stray from main-
taining a Canada-wide 
funding program design 
approach to farm support 
programs.

It notes that in 
mid-January, supple-
mentary mandate letters 
were issued to federal 
ministers; the Minister 
of Agriculture and Agri-
Food’s missive referenced 
climate change and the 
need to cut emissions. 

“The understanding of 
agriculture’s role in green-

house gas emissions in 
Canada has proven to be 
limited to technical quar-
ters in industry, govern-
ment, and academia, and 
this is borne out in federal 
climate change policy 
in which agriculture is 
treated primarily as a user 
of fossil fuels and a GHG 
emitter,” the organization 
says.

Without a holis-
tic policy, Agri-Food 
Economic Systems says 
Canada “could find itself 
suddenly left behind.” 

And in reality, it already 
is.

→FROM 9

ROBERTS: Environmental reform starting to take shape 
around the globe presents a new issue for the industry
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

3 Industrial Drive, Elmira, ON N3B 2S1

SHIPPING/RECEIVING 
ASSISTANT

Bauman Manufacturing, in Elmira 
Ontario, is a manufacturer and 
distributor of agricultural, horticul-
tural and ice management prod-
ucts and parts. Bauman's customer
base is located throughout Canada 
and the USA. We presently have a 
position open in our shipping/
receiving department.

The successful candidate will be 
responsible for picking and pack-
aging products for shipment, 
receiving, checking, and unpack-
ing incoming shipments, operating 
forklifts, managing parts of inven-
tory, and working in adherence to 
all health and safety policies.

Applicant must have at least three 
years experience in a shipping/
receiving environment and be able 
to work independently. Attention 
to detail is a must.

Bauman Manufacturing offers an 
excellent work environment, com-
petitive wages, full time hours and 
an exceptional benefit package.  

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR RESUME TO:

resumes@baumanmfg.com

Hiring immediately

Licensed Plumber or 
Senior Apprentice

Competitive compensation and benefits

Seeking reliable, friendly individual who 
takes pride in their work

Family owned company since 1980 with 
great team culture

Visit dietrichplumbing.ca for job posting
Send resume to lindsey@dietrichplumbing.ca
Qualified applicants only will be contacted

DIETRICH

Help WantedHelp Wanted

ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Welcome to Southside Estates's community of Milverton Meadow's. This 
Luxury,1673 Square foot, 3 Bedroom, 3 Bathroom two story townhome, 
features a open concept main floor, Kitchen including a breakfast bar. A�ached 
garage, appliances are all included, (Fridge, Stove, Washer, Dryer and Dishwash-
er). Premium quality vinyl windows with exterior doors, rough in for 3 pc. 
bathroom in basement. All this located in quiet town with all ameni�es including 
high speed fiber-op�c internet availability. MLS#40061174

$494,900    15 Murray Court, Milverton    
Welcome to Southside Estates's community of Milverton Meadow's. This 

15 Murray Court, Milverton    
Welcome to Southside Estates's community of Milverton Meadow's. This 
Luxury,1673 Square foot, 3 Bedroom, 3 Bathroom two story townhome, 
features a open concept main floor, Kitchen including a breakfast bar. A�ached 
garage, appliances are all included, (Fridge, Stove, Washer, Dryer and Dishwash
er). Premium quality vinyl windows with exterior doors, rough in for 3 pc. 
bathroom in basement. All this located in quiet town with all ameni�es including 

$494,900    15 Murray Court, Milverton 
Welcome to Southside Estates's community of Milverton Meadow's. This 
Luxury,1673 Square foot, 3 Bedroom, 3 Bathroom two story townhome, 
features a open concept main floor, Kitchen including a breakfast bar. A�ached 

Welcome to Southside Estates's community of Milverton Meadow's. This 
Luxury,1673 Square foot, 3 Bedroom, 3 Bathroom two story townhome, 
features a open concept main floor, Kitchen including a breakfast bar. A�ached 

15 Murray Court, Milverton 
SOLD

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5426 | Direct 519.584.4400

$674,900 ELMIRA – Welcome to this beautiful 1068 sqft. 
detached bungalow offering single floor living without sacrificing parking or 
property. Double wide driveway, oversized fully fenced yard w/ huge deck, 
1.5 car garage w/ gas heater and separate thermostat. Open concept main 
floor living. Spacious Oak kitchen with centre island for extra counter space, 
tiled floors and dining area. Living room offers plenty of space to entertain. 
Out the sliding glass door you can enjoy your private fenced "pool sized" 
yard and oversized deck with a natural gas line to the BBQ. In the front of the 
home you'll find a bedroom and 3 piece bath. The primary bedroom out the 
back offers double closets and a private 4 piece ensuite. This level is also 
roughed in for main floor laundry. The fully finished basement is only a few 
years old and offers the potential for a third bedroom or large home office, a 
beautiful 4 piece bathroom and huge rec room with plenty of space for a 
games area, workout station or more. Oversized windows allow extra light 
making this space very warm and welcoming. Book your viewing now 
before it's gone! MLS 

SOLD • S
OLD • S

OLD • S
OLD

1 Spring Wagon Lane, Elmira 

Luke Shantz
REAL ESTATE BROKER

luke.shantz@outlook.com

Help Wanted

Farmstead Installation / Service Technician
Requirements include being mechanically inclined, 

self-motivated, and customer service oriented.

Job Overview:
• Welding, fabrication, installation, maintenance and repair of barn equipment 

and facilities

• Possess problem solving/troubleshooting ability

• Work overtime hours as required.

Training Opportunities will be provided.
Applicants will join a team but must be able to work independently.

Dairy, Agricultural and/or Construction/Installation experience is a definite asset.
We offer competitive wages, benefits and an RRSP Program.

If you are interested in joining a dynamic, progressive, detail-oriented team who are 
dedicated to Customer Service and quality workmanship please e-mail your resume to: 

info@conestogoagri.ca

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A 
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

suefrom17@gmail.com

COMING SOON!
Stay tuned for this Elmira Bungalow

The Home Buyer's Plan exists so that you can withdraw 
up to $35,000 from your RRSPs for your first home 

Help Wanted
DRAYTON MASSAGE 
THERAPY AND OSTE-
opathy is hiring! We are 
looking to hire a RMT to 
cover a minimum of 2 
shifts/week. These are 
2 full days guaranteed 
clients with room to 
grow. We are looking 
for someone to start 
immediately. We offer 
an above average split, 
as well as the oppor-
tunity to be self-em-
ployed. All linens, oils 
and table are already 
provided. Laundry is 
onsite. Please contact 
Lisa at 519-504-8004 
or reply to this for more.

For Sale
MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

QUEEN SIZE PILLOW 
TOP MATTRESS, LIKE 
new. Delivery available. 
Call 519-998-0333.

Wanted
UNWANTED GUNS??? 
PROPERLY LICENCED 
Buyer. Guns, Cabinets, 
Militaria. Handguns, 
705-795-7516

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Farm 
Services

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

Automotive
2007 CHEVROLET 
EXPRESS 15 PASSEN-
ger Van, Loaded 
214,000km, excellent 
condition. Call Paul at 
519-897-2591. Asking 
$10,990.

Personals
LOOKING FOR SASHA 
FROM THE KW AREA. 
You have three jeeps 
here. Please contact Al 
at 519-648-3320.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
R E N O V A T I O N S . 
Over 35 years expe-
rience. Please call 
519-496-7539 or 
email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

♥ Packing 
material
Newspaper is a 
great substitute 
for bubble wrap. 
To pack a box 
with fragile 
contents, first 
wrap the items 
individually. 
Place them in the 
box, separated 
by crumpled 
paper. Then fill 
any remaining 
space with 
crumpled paper. 
If you have a lot 
of old paper, use 
a paper shredder 
to make piles of 
great packaging 
material. 

1 % LOCAL
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•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Technical Advisory Group (TAG) Meeting
Thursday, February 25, 2021

6:30 p.m. Public Meeting
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township 
offi ces will not be permitted. Below is information on how you can participate in 
the meeting. You may also contact the Support Specialist by sending an email to 
lschaefer@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-1647, ext. 6112 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view the meeting by
REGISTERING with the Support Specialist on or before 12 noon on Tuesday, February 23rd. 
To register please email lschaefer@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-1647, ext. 6112.  Once 
you are registered the Support Specialist will forward information on how to connect to the 
Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or toll-free conference call number). 

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce 
The Township offi ce will re-open to walk-in public traffi c on Monday, February 22nd.  It is 
strongly recommended to have an appointment before visiting the offi ce to ensure staff 
are available to assist you. We do have a number of services that are available online and 
can be found on our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/en/living-here/Taxes.aspx 
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: 
 https://www.woolwich.ca/en/living-here/Home-Renovation-or-Construction.aspx 
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-Law Enforcement matters, Potholes, Signs, 

Streetlights, Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: 
    www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/Report-It.aspx

For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call 
519-669-1647. For health information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.
To view current media releases or to stay informed the township’s response to COVID-19, 
visit: www.Woolwich.ca/COVID19 

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
As Recreation facilities start to re-open we will encourage residents to refer to our Check 
Before they Rec webpage for updates on our facilities - Woolwich.ca/RecCheck  
Residents are encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying our many parks 
and trails or visiting our website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, virtual fi tness 
and other activities to keep you engaged this winter.

Local Business Resources  
Ontario’s $20,000 small business grant is open for applications and can be accessed 
online at www.ontario.ca/page/businesses-get-help-covid-19-costs. For Federal 
COVID-19 support programs, visit: 
www.canada.ca/en/department-fi nance/economic-response-plan.html#businesses. 
Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business!  For more 
information about government programs and other business supports call 519-669-6020 
or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. 
Children under fi ve and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. 
Please be kind to those unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 
519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
The COVID-19 vaccines work with your body’s natural defense to build protection. 

• COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective.
• These vaccines have undergone rigorous reviews by Health Canada.
• Vaccination is a safe way to help prevent COVID-19 and is an important tool to help 

stop the pandemic. 
Learn more about the vaccines: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/COVID19vaccine 
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
ESSENTIAL TRANSPORTATION

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 
SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003
taylortax@rogers.com

Celebrating 10 Years of Service

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

Reach local 
people at the 
right time 
every week.
15,000 Observers are delivered to 
homes in Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Waterloo. 
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out 
how your business can book this space.
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In loving memory of 

Mike Ruth 
who passed away two  

years ago Feb. 22, 2019

Time cannot heal the heart ache  
or stop the silent tears

It won’t take away the memory  
of one we lost so dear 

Miss you always 

Love from family and friends. 

In Memoriam

Merle Bearinger
Peacefully passed away on Friday, 
February 12, 2021, at his residence in 
Hamilton at the age of 68. Beloved 
brother of Marie (Floyd) Horst and 
Leonard (Dorothy) Bearinger, father 
of Trevor and Gregory Bearinger and 
Angela Borden. Loving uncle to many 
nieces and nephews. Predeceased by 
his parents Ivan W. and Ida (Martin) 
Bearinger, and sister Grace Brubacher 
(2000). Visitation was  held on 
Tuesday, February 16, 2021 from 2-4 
and 5-7 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira. A funeral service by 
invitation was held on Wednesday, 
February 17, 2021 at 2 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, with burial 
to follow at Montrose Mennonite 
Cemetery. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to Diabetes Canada or the 
Canadian Cancer Society would be 
appreciated, and may be made through 
the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary 

Ron Occhionero
Peacefully with his family by his side 
at Freeport Hospital in Kitchener 
on February 10, 2021 at the age of 
86. Beloved husband for 43 years to 
the late Willa (nee Parson). Loving 
father of Gary (Margarita) and Keith 
(Karen). Dear Grandpa of Griffin, 
Logan, Joseph, and Tyler. Survived 
by his sister Loretta. Predeceased by 
youngest son Michael (2013) and his 
brother Armand.  
Will be greatly missed by many 
friends and extended family. Due to 
COVID restrictions a private service 
and interment have taken place. The 
family would like to thank the staff and 
residents of Chartwell Chateau Gardens 
and the staff at the Grand River Hospital 
for all their outstanding care and 
compassion. In lieu of flowers donations 
would be greatly appreciated to the 
Grand River Hospital Foundation at  
https://grhf.ca/pages/ways-to-give.

Obituary 

Family Album 
continues on page 16

Schill, Elizabeth “Betty” (nee Reiner)
Passed away peacefully at home on 
Monday, February 15, 2021, at the age 
of 87 after a long, valiant battle with 
Alzheimers. Beloved wife of Ralph 
Schill for 63 years.  Devoted mother 
to Julie (Albert) Darnbrough, Steve 
Schill (Lorela Anota) and Frances 
Schill (Ron “Norm” Green, 2014). 
Adoring grandmother to Joelle 
and Jalyssa; Dana (Corey), Kandice 
and Andrew; Natalie; and great-
grandmother of four. Will be missed 
by her sister Eva Hapke, and sisters 
and brothers-in-laws Oscar and 
Marg Schill, Esther Sagan, Clifford 
and Geraldine Schill, and Mary 
Schiebel. Also survived by many 
nieces and nephews. Predeceased by 
her parents Joseph and Eva Reiner, 
son-in-law Norm Green, siblings 
Carol (Nick) Dietrich, Anne (Joe) 
Novakoski, Matthew (Isabel) Reiner, 
and siblings-in-law Fred Hapke, 
Harold and Dorothy Schill, Rose and 
Werner Weickert, Betty and Gord 
Biggar, Lily and Jim Lippard, Ruth 
and William Lorch, Casey Sagan,  and 
Cosmas Schiebel. Betty was a social 
butterfly who made many friends 
through the “TOPS” group in Elmira 
and the Catholic Women’s League. She 
was hardworking, caring and will be 
remembered for always finding the 
good in people. She was devoted to her 
husband and family, and also to her 
faith. A private funeral Mass will take 
place on Friday, February 19, 2021, at 10 
a.m. at St. Teresa of Avila RC Church, 
Elmira. The family invites you to 
view the livestream of Betty’s service 
by following the link on her tribute 
page at the Dreisinger Funeral Home 
website. In Betty’s memory, donations 
to the Alzheimer Society would be 
appreciated by the family, and can be 
made through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary 

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 8am to 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

371 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

The Next Elmira Clinic: 
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, February 26
2:30 - 7:30 pm 

Your 
donation
matters.

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing.
Book online at blood.ca or 
by calling 1-888-2-DONATE            
               (1-888-236-6283)

519-669-3388 • 1-877-711-9677

Local & Long Distance Trucking
Flatbeds • 53’ Stepdecks

R.R.#1   West Montrose

390 ARTHUR ST. S.,  519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE  
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

ↆ E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R

 ♥ Carpet underlining 
If you have a foam-backed carpet, 
lay newspaper down on the floor 
underneath it. This will help protect 
the carpet, and will stop it sliding.
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1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0

519-656-2880

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding area
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve.

Christopher W. Franklin
Funeral Director

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

Judith D A Witney (Musselman) 
Jan. 9, 1947 – Feb. 10, 2021

We have lost one of the kindest, most generous souls in our 
life. Wife, Mother, Grandmother, friend, Judie was there 
for us in all situations, showing her love always in whatever 
way was appropriate. She was a strong woman when that 
was called for, and also the gentlest when needed. Judie’s 
family meant everything to her. When you were a friend, 
you knew that Judie was a true friend, rejoicing with you 
in the high moments and providing comfort (and often 
food) in the lows of your life. Judie is mourned by her 
immediate family; husband Bob, daughter Robin Rego and 
son-in-law Frank, son Matthew and daughter-in-law Vicki 
Waller, granddaughters Alexis Rego and Bryanne Witney, 
step-granddaughters Marissa Waller (Nathan Gallant), Kora 
Leigh Waller (Nick Hido) and Katey Rego (Chris Woodford), 
honourary granddaughter Maddie Mackie, brother Peter 
Musselman, sister Betty Ann Spink (Harry), nieces Erin Spink 
(Simon Allington) and Rachel McDowell (Dustin), nephews 
Andrew Spink and Tyler Downey, and great-niece Madison 
McDowell. Predeceased by her parents Art and Bette (Seiling) 
Musselman, sister Shirley Jean, and step-grandson Matthew 
Rego. Judie struggled with many health issues throughout her 
life. From stage 3 Hodgkins Lymphoma at an early age to her 
more recent strokes, Fibromyalgia and Parkinson’s disease, 
she continued to fight, to remain positive and to engage in life 
as fully as she could. Her generosity showed this year when 
even with the debilitation of Parkinson’s, she found strength 
to cook Christmas dinners for several singles. Judie worked 
in nursing at Wellington Terrace LTC for many years and still 
has many close friends from that time. Back issues forced 
her to reconsider careers and she went back to school in 1985 
to become a chiropodist. She practiced in Brantford and at 
the Woolwich Community Health Centre in St. Jacobs. Here 
too, she enjoyed the friendship of colleagues and patients. 
Judie has enjoyed a wide array of activities over the years; 
travel, volunteering, gourmet cooking, gardening, reading of 
all genres, time with her granddaughters especially, church 
activities and others. She even tried golf and curling for Bob. 
Important parts of her life included her Gale Presbyterian 
community and the neighbours at the St Jacob’s Lofts. We 
shall miss her greatly, but we have so many happy memories 
of her throughout the years. Not just a mother to Robin and 
Matt, but a confidant, friend and an inspiration. Judie was 
a grandmother who gave her all for her grandchildren and 
they always knew that and appreciated it. For Bob, she was 
not just a wife, but a friend, companion, lover, sometimes 
mentor, sometimes student, and the love of his life. At Judie’s 
request, cremation has taken place. There will be no funeral 
home visitation. A private family memorial service will be 
held on Friday, February 19, 2021 at 11 a.m. at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira. The service will be livestreamed and 
may be viewed on Judie’s tribute page on the funeral home 
website.  A special thank you to all the wonderful staff at 5D 
North Stroke Unit at Grand River Hospital for the excellent 
care Judie was given. As expressions of sympathy donations 
to Grand River Hospital Foundation – Stroke Unit would 
be appreciated, and may be made through the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary 

BAUMAN, Lydia Ann
Peacefully at the age of 105 on 
Saturday, February 13, 2021 in 
her suite at Fairview Seniors 
Community, Cambridge, with her 
daughter-in-law Carol by her side.  
Beloved wife of the late Howard 
S. Bauman (2010). Dear mother of 
Jim and Isabel of Elmira, Esther 
Bauman and John Simmons of 
Calgary, Lois of Elmira, Lucy and 
Rod Goshow of Forksville, Pa., Ken 
(1973), Charlie and Carol of Kitchener.  
Lovingly remembered by her 11 
grandchildren: Cheryl (Mike), Darlene 
(Paul), Julie (Mark), Lori (John), 
David, John (Teagan), Bethany (Alex), 
Ben (LaDonna), Kelly (Steve), Jeremy, 
and Elise; and 13 great-grandchildren: 
Zach (Breanna), Sonya, Daniel, Julia, 
Brexton, Acadia, Alia, Niko, Harper, 
Nia, Oliver, Paige, and Lucas. A picture 
on her 100th birthday shows her 
standing in the middle of her great-
grandchildren with their ages printed 
on their t-shirts, adding up to great-
grandma’s 100. Lydia Ann will also be 
missed by sister-in-law Eileen Horst.  
Predeceased by her parents Daniel B. 
and Annie (Weber) Horst, her son Ken, 
and siblings Samuel, Mose, George, 
Elias, Lovina, Daniel W., Annie, 
Simeon, Nathaniel, Osiah and Aaron.  
Mom was a woman of deep Christian 
faith and a member of Preston 
Mennonite Church. She was an avid 
walker who dressed appropriately, 
no matter the weather, and went out 
for a brisk walk almost every day ‘til 
after her 105th birthday. She read 
voraciously and we thank the church 
library for keeping her supplied with 
good books. Everything she read was 
“so interesting!” Mom was a regular 
quilter in the craft room at Fairview 
and her stitches contributed to many 
quilts over the years. But more than 
that, mom was a people person. First 
and foremost was her family. She 
would pray daily for each person by 
name. She felt it was important to 
learn to know everyone who came to 
live at Fairview Suites. She learned 
their stories and took interest in their 
lives, helping and encouraging her 
neighbours and friends. A special 
thank you to all of her nurses 
and PSWs at Fairview, ParaMed 
nurses, NP Donna Gill, Dr. Elaine 
Parker and her essential caregivers. 
There will be no public visitation at this 
time. A funeral service by invitation 
was held on Wednesday, February 
17, 2021 at 11 a.m. at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira. Friends are 
welcome to view the livestream of this 
service in the comfort of their homes 
by following the link on Lydia Ann’s 
tribute page on the funeral home 
website. Private interment followed 
at Elmira Mennonite Cemetery. A 
future celebration of life will take 
place when we can all gather safely. 
As expressions of sympathy, donations 
to House of Friendship, Fairview 
Seniors Community, or the Cambridge 
Memorial Hospital Foundation would 
be appreciated, and may be made 
through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary Obituary 

Charlotte Isobel Vines (nee Tanner)
With profound sadness we announce 
the passing of Charlotte, our loving 
and devoted mother and friend 
to all whose lives she touched, 
on Saturday, February 13, 2021, 
surrounded by the love of her family. 
Charlotte Vines of Elmira, treasured 
wife of Harvey Vines (2004). Much 
loved mother of Mark (Linda) Vines 
and Brenda (Marc) Desormeaux. 
Proud grandmother of Emily and 
Heather Vines and Claire Desormeaux. 
Charlotte was the youngest daughter 
of Florence and George Tanner, and 
grew up on a farm in Millbank, with 
her sisters Mary Rider (2015) and 
Dorothy Mueller (2017). With a strong 
sense of community, Charlotte was a 
long serving and proud member of 
the Legion Ladies Auxiliary, and an 
awarded volunteer with Canadian 
Blood Services and the Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival. She had a great love 
of the outdoors and enjoyed camping 
and canoeing for many years. She 
shared her grandmother’s love 
and talent of sewing and quilting.  
Charlotte was a member of St. John’s 
Anglican Church in Elora and latterly 
joined Christ Anglican Church in 
Drayton where she contributed 
significantly to their restoration efforts. 
Mom’s enduring faith, devotion to 
Harvey, commitment and loyalty 
to friends and her endless love and 
support of all her family has set an 
example for us to follow – she will be 
dearly missed and forever in our hearts. 
At Charlotte’s request, cremation 
has taken place. A private family 
memorial service will be held on 
Sunday, February 21, 2021, at 1 p.m. at 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 
The service will be livestreamed 
to Charlotte’s tribute page on the 
funeral home website starting with 
a photo tribute. Spring interment 
will be held at Millbank Cemetery. 
Memorial donations to the Royal 
Canadian Legion or Canadian 
Blood Services would be gratefully 
appreciated by the family and can be 
made through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Family Album continued 
from page 15

MARTIN, LINDA JEAN 
(MASTERS) - PASSED 
away on Thursday, 
February 11, 2021 at 
Freeport Health Centre 
of Grand River Hospital 
at the age of 63 years. 
Linda was a teacher 
with the Waterloo 
District School Board 
and taught for many 
years at John Mahood 
Junior Public School in 
Elmira.

PARTRIDGE, EDITH
R. (FARR) - OF 
St. Jacobs, formerly 
of Kitchener, passed 
away peacefully with 
family by her side, at 
St. Mary's Hospital on 
Tuesday, February 9, 
2021 in her 83rd year.

SHANTZ, ALICE - 
PEACEFULLY PASSED 
into the presence of 
the Lord on Thursday, 
February 11, 2021 at St. 
Mary's General Hospi-
tal in her 90th year.

Death Notices

What can you 
advertise in 
Classifieds?

 Help Wanted 
 Auctions 
 Upcoming 

Events 
 Items For Sale 
 Child Care 
 Garage Sales
 Pets 
 Real Estate
 Storage
 Trades & 

Services 
 Wanted
 Farm 

Equipment
 Horses
 Produce
 Hay & Straw
 Rentals
 Training/

Lessons
 Work Wanted

How to Order?
Contact Donna 

Rudy @ 519-669-5790 
Ext. 104 
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here The Grand Harmony Chorus announced that 
Andrew Carolan is its new music director. 
The organization is an all-female, all-ages, 
multi-award-winning group is passionate 
about singing vibrant four-part a cappella 
tunes. The choir involves some 45 singers.

There were 351 residential homes sold 
through the Multiple Listing Service of the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Association of Realtors 
in January, an increase of 24.9% compared 
to January 2020, and an increase of 1.4% 
over the previous month. The average price 
of a detached home hit a new milestone, 
coming in at $853,945, an increase of 27.3%.

GHC music director Home prices up again

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Joe
Joe is one of our part-time students. He has been with 
us for 2 years. 
Joe is currently studying at the University of Ottawa 
and recently bought a Jeep for his fi rst vehicle!

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: Can 
I continue to exercise 
even if I don't feel well, 
or should I hold off  until I 
start to feel better?

ANSWER: The answer to 
that question depends 
largely on what's wrong. 
For example, if you have 
symptoms of the common 
cold, it's usually fine to 
keep exercising. It may 
even help you feel a little 

Exercise is important for body, mind
better. If you have a fever 
or other more severe 
symptoms, it's best to put 
your exercise routine on 
hold until those symptoms 
go away.

Exercise is important 
for your body and mind. 
Regular exercise can help 
you maintain a healthy 
weight, keep your blood 
sugar and blood choles-
terol levels in check, 
increase bone strength 

and help manage stress, 
just to name a few bene-
fits.

For healthy adults, 
the recommendation is 
150 minutes of aerobic 
exercise each week. That 
includes activities such as 
running, biking, jogging, 

swimming, brisk walking 
and dancing. Many people 
break up their weekly aero-
bic activity into 30-minute 
sessions, five days a week. 
In addition, your exercise 
routine should include at 
least two 20- to 30-minute 
sessions of strength train-
ing a week, which many 
people have a tendency 
to forget. Remember, too, 
that even if you don't get 
to the recommended level 

of exercise sometimes, any 
amount of exercise, even 
if it's just 10 minutes of 
walking, has benefits.

When you're not feeling 
well, it's still fine to exer-
cise in some cases. A good 
rule of thumb to follow is if 
you have symptoms above 
the neck, such as a runny 
nose, sneezing, nasal 
congestion or a minor 
sore throat, you're OK to 
exercise. In those cases, 

exercise may even help 
you feel better by opening 
up your nasal passages. 
However, you may want to 
reduce the intensity and 
length of your workout, 
and limit group activities. 
Instead of running, for 
example, go for a walk.

If you work out when 
you're having some 
symptoms of illness, make 
sure you stay attuned 

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

VIDEO APP TIKTOK’S 
ALGORITHMS ARE to 
thank for COVID-Elvis 
being spotted outside 
EDCL’s Barnswallow 
Place in Elmira last week, 
where he was spreading 
good times and collecting 
food donations for a good 
cause. 

Rodger Hanna, residen-
tial manager for Elmira 
District Community 
Living, says he was scroll-
ing through TikTok when 
he came across a video of 
Cameron Michael Caton 
performing Elvis classics 
under the pseudonym of 
COVID Elvis while follow-
ing all the appropriate 
public health measures 
such as physical distanc-
ing.  

“It was a nice, little 
video. And the hashtag at 
the bottom said that he 
was based in Hamilton,” 
said Hanna, reflecting 
back to first discovering 
the performer a couple 
of weeks earlier. “He was 
going on and doing these 
performances, so, then I 
traced him from there to 
Instagram. Then I direct 

messaged him on Insta-
gram, and that’s how we 
started communicating 
back and forth.”

The transition from 
Caton appearing on his 
smartphone to appearing 
in Elmira was relatively 
easy, Hanna said.

Having COVID Elvis 
come and perform 
outside for the residents 
was considered an excel-
lent replacement for the 
usual Valentine’s Day 
dance that could not run 
due to COVID-19 restric-
tions, he added.

“We didn’t have 
anything planned. We 
normally put on a big 
Valentine’s dance for all 
of our individuals – it’s 
one of the highlights. The 
two biggest things they 
look forward to every 
year: our Halloween 
dance and our Valentine’s 
dance. I’m the manager 
that sits with the recre-
ation committee, so I’m 
involved in planning 
those things.”

For Caton, the revised 
performances stemmed 
from the public health 
measures put in place 
when the coronavirus was 
discovered.

Channeling the King through the pandemic

→MAYO CLINIC 19

Cameron Michael Caton was in Elmira Feb. 12, performing as COVID 
Elvis at EDCL's Barnswallow Place. Damon MacLean

Performance in Elmira among a string of fundraising events for Hamilton-based Cameron Michael Caton, aka COVID Elvis

“This all happened in 
March when they shut 
down my ability to go out 
and sing in retirement 
homes such as this,” he 
said of locations such as 
the EDCL home.

A friend asked Canton 
to perform some songs 
from a distance, all Elvis 
songs for the friend’s 
mother. Canton came 
dressed up and found 
more people reaching 
out to him, asking him 
to bring his pandem-
ic-friendly Elvis persona 
to their locales.  

Rather than performing 
for the sake of perform-
ing, Canton began 
collecting food donations 
and later discovered a 
bag of feminine hygiene 
products among the bags 
of food, inspiring him 
to expand his tour and 
rename it ‘The COVID-El-
vis Food Drive and Basic 
Human Essentials Tour.’ 

He has even created a 
GoFundMe campaign that 
has a cash goal of $10,000. 
The goal is to help expand 
operations by purchas-
ing a new trailer to be 
able to transport more 
food from performances 
to food banks, creating 

office space and the like. 
Currently, donations 
stand at $1,640 for the 
project. 

“Last year we did the 
242 drives. The tour has 
been a way to help out the 
area – we collected 32,500 
pounds of food. We did 
bags for women’s shelters, 
duffle bags for the home-
less,” said Canton.

The residents and staff 
were excited to see Elvis 
in Elmira last Friday, and 
he delivered a three-song 
set including closing with 
‘Can’t Help Falling in 
Love With You.’ Canton 
sent the crowd dancing 
and smiling after his 
snowy performance and 
also sent out hopes of 
coming back down for a 
barbecue/performance 
when the weather and 
public health measures 
allow for it. 

The tour continues 
online on Facebook. A 
group has been created 
to support COVID Elvis 
and share some updates 
and performances under 
the same name as the 
GoFundMe project, 
‘Covid-Elvis Food Drive & 
Basic Human Essentials 
Tour.’
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ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts private 
events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast 
and lunch in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

ↆ S U D O K U

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Going a little bananas 
for Mardi Gras

“Stack banana till 
the morning come - 

Daylight come and me 
wanna go home.”

You’re welcome for 
putting that song in your 
head for the rest of the 
day!

Although popularized 
by Harry Belafonte in 
the early 1950s, Day-O 
(The Banana Boat Song) 
was actually a traditional 
Jamaican folksong, liter-
ally about the stacking of 
the bananas to be shipped 
from the Caribbean into 
the American mainland 
and beyond.

One of the main ports in 
which such a ship would 
typically dock would be 
New Orleans, where many 
bananas are consumed 
and this Bananas Foster 
recipe was conceived. 

Tuesday of this week 
was the beginning of 
“Mardi Gras” (Fat Tues-
day), which is typically 
celebrated in New Orle-
ans, so it seemed fitting 
to have a recipe from that 
area this week. (If you like 
New Orleans cooking, 
then check out our menu 
specials for this week.)

The recipe was 
perfected in Brennan’s 
Restaurant by their chef as 
it was an adaptation of an 
old family recipe involving 
the caramelization of the 
bananas and then typi-
cally serving them over ice 
cream.

The chef’s name was 
Paul, so this really should 
be called “Bananas Paul”, 
however it was named 
after the Crime Commis-
sioner whose name was, 
of course, Foster. It makes 
you wonder if there was 
something going on at 
the restaurant that they 
wanted overlooked?

After topping your ice 
cream, you can always 
add additional toppings 
such as whipped cream 
or toasted nuts – I recom-
mend pecans to be more 
traditional. “Cuz some-
times you feel like a nut, 
and sometimes you don’t!”

You’re welcome – I just 
got “The Banana Boat 
Song” out of your head!

Bananas Foster
▢ 2 ripe bananas

▢ 1 Tbsp. unsalted 
butter

▢ 2 Tbsp. brown sugar

▢ Juice & zest of 1 

orange

▢ Cinnamon, nutmeg

▢ ¼ cup light rum

▢ Vanilla ice cream as 
needed

1. Peel and cut 
bananas lengthwise.

2. Melt butter and 
sprinkle with sugar.

3. Allow to bubble 
up, add bananas 
allow to caramelize.

4. Hit with rum and 
stand back!

5. Add juice, sweet 
spices, juice and zest 
and bring back to boil.

6. Serve immediately 
over ice cream.

CHEF   
DUFF 

Recipes from 
the chef's table

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Wool-
wich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

Access  is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of 

             Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.    Woolwich Community Services
3.    Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND: 
RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL NEEDS

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
▢ UNMUTE- Zoom Theatre at 7:30 p.m. Theatre of 
the Beat presents their Zoom drama, UNMUTE, 
which explores the issue of increased domes-
tic violence during the pandemic. For more infor-
mation and to register for this free event, visit 
elmiramennonite.ca.

MONDAY, MARCH 1
▢ FREE Income Tax Clinic at 9 a.m. Free simple 
income tax returns completed by trained volunteers. 
March 1 to April 30, 2021. For those with low income 
living in Woolwich and Northern Wellesley. Call to see 
if you qualify. Appointment Required.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3
▢ Enhancing your Immune System through Food. 
Join Woolwich Community Health Centre virtu-
ally at 6:30 p.m, using Zoom, to learn how to eat 
healthy to keep your immune system strong, grocery 
shopping tips to keep you safe & healthy, how to 
use pantry items to make nutritious meals. Email
 gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your Zoom invite. scams, 
what to do if you are a victim of cyber fraud & how to 
use the internet safely. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca 
for your Zoom invite.

SATURDAY, MARCH 6
▢ Schnitzel Dinner, take out only, at the Royal Cana-
dian Legion Elmira, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Menu:  Schnit-
zel, Mashed potato, vegetable, salad, roll & dessert.  
$15. per person.  Order in advance call Robin Hiebert 
519-897-1618.

MONDAY, MARCH 8
▢ Using Mindfulness to Tackle Stress. Join Wool-
wich Community Health Centre virtually using Zoom 
at 6:30 p.m. Mindfulness has been shown to help 
reduce stress. Join Jannah, Psychotherapist at 
WCHC to learn what is mindfulness & some prac-
tical strategies that you can start using right away. 
Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your Zoom invitation.
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Olive Oil Cake
 ▢ 1 3/4 cups all-purpose 

flour

 ▢ 1 teaspoon baking 
powder

 ▢ 3/4 teaspoon salt

 ▢ 3 large eggs

 ▢ 1 1/4 cups plus 2 table-
spoons sugar

 ▢ 1/4 teaspoon grated 
lemon zest

 ▢ 3/4 cup extra-virgin 
olive oil

 ▢ 3/4 cup milk

1. Adjust the oven rack 
to the middle posi-
tion and heat oven to 
350 degrees. Grease 
a 9-inch springform 
pan. Whisk flour, 
baking powder and salt 
together in a bowl.

2. Using a stand mixer 
fitted with the whisk 
attachment, whip eggs 
on medium speed until 
foamy, about 1 minute. 
Add 1 1/4 cups sugar and 
lemon zest, increase 
speed to high, and 
whip until mixture is 
fluffy and pale yellow, 
about 3 minutes.

3. Reduce speed to 
medium and, with the 
mixer running, slowly 
pour in oil. Mix until oil 
is fully incorporated, 
about 1 minute. Add half 

of the flour mixture and 
mix on low speed until 
incorporated, about 1 
minute, scraping down 
the bowl as needed.

4. Add milk and mix until 
combined, about 30 
seconds. Add remain-
ing flour mixture and 
mix until just incorpo-
rated, about 1 minute, 
scraping down the 
bowl as needed.

5. Transfer batter to a 
prepared pan; sprinkle 
remaining 2 table-
spoons sugar over 
the entire surface. 
Bake until cake is a 
deep golden brown 
and a toothpick 
inserted in the center 
comes out with few 
crumbs attached, 
40 to 45 minutes.

6. Transfer pan to a wire 
rack and let cool for 15 
minutes. Remove the 
side of the pan and let 
cake cool completely, 
about 1 1/2 hours. Cut 
into wedges and serve. 
 
Recipe notes 
-  For the best flavour, 
use a fresh, high-quality 
extra-virgin olive oil. 
Our favorite supermar-
ket option is California 
Olive Ranch Everyday 
Extra Virgin Olive Oil. 
-  If your springform 
pan is prone to leaking, 
place a rimmed baking 
sheet on the oven floor 
to catch any drips. 
-  Leftover cake can 
be wrapped in plas-
tic wrap and stored 
at room temperature 
for up to three days.

Cake that's simple yet sophisticated

One of the most 
attractive aspects 

of making a cake with 
oil rather than butter is 
the way it expedites the 
mixing process: There's no 
waiting for butter to come 
to room temperature and 
then beating it with sugar 
before you even start to 
add the rest of the ingre-
dients. The batter is ready 
to go into the oven in 5 
minutes flat, and the cake 
comes out just 40 minutes 
later.

With many oil-based 
cakes, you simply whisk 
the dry ingredients in 
one bowl, whisk the wet 
ingredients in another, 
and then combine the 

contents of the two bowls. 
The dry ingredients were 
all-purpose flour, baking 
powder and salt, and the 
wet ingredients were eggs, 
milk and olive oil. Also on 
the list: sugar and lemon 
zest.

We wanted our olive 
oil cake to have a light, 
fine-textured and plush 
crumb, with a subtle 
but noticeable olive oil 
flavour. Whipping the 
sugar with the whole 
eggs, rather than just the 
whites, produced a fine 

texture that was airy but 
sturdy enough to support 
the olive oil-rich batter. To 
emphasize the defining 
flavour, we opted for a 
good-quality extra-vir-
gin olive oil and supple-
mented its fruitiness with 
a tiny bit of lemon zest.

A bit of advice: Don't 
panic when it puffs. The 
cake will puff up during 
baking, but don't worry. 
This is just air released 
by the cake batter getting 
trapped beneath the layer 
of melted sugar, which 
adds a crackly-sweet crust 
for a touch of sweetness 
and sophistication. The 
cake will settle once it 
cools.

ACROSS
1. Cap
4. Deity
8. Be an omen of
9. Napoleon, e.g.
11. Contemptible
14. Fair
15. Largest continental 

area on Earth
19. Unmanageable
22. Sculptor Jean
24. Former Portuguese 

colony in India
25. Bring home
26. Marine eagle
27. Bred as a fox and 

vermin hunter
31. Pilot's announcement, 

briefly
32. High guy in Dubai
33. "___ pales in Heaven the 

morning star": Lowell
34. Algonquian Indian
36. Failures
38. Trick taker, often
40. Slash
44. "Trick" joint
46. Break out
48. Noble 86
49. Kitchen meas.
52. Impermanence
55. 2002 Winter 

Olympics locale
57. Advance, slangily
58. Bemoan
59. Be in session
60. Codariocalyx motorius
64. a lot of
65. suggesting
66. Sneaky
69. Clever
70. Cabbage
71. Gulf of ___, off the 

coast of Yemen
72. Dump

DOWN
1. Dress (up)
2. Big fuss
3. Relating to meteors
5. Arabic for "commander"
6. Official administrative 

deputy
7. Request
8. Kind of blocker
9. "Frasier" actress Gilpin
10. Absurd
12. Dress down
13. One that turns
14. Hue and saturation
16. Arid
17. George Harrison's 

"___ It a Pity"

18. Fishing, perhaps
20. Waxed cloth used for 

wrapping a corpse
21. Besmirch
22. Biblical shepherd
23. Make ready, briefly
28. Secretary, e.g.
29. Bygone polit. cause
30. Orient again
35. Exuberance
37. Blows a gasket
39. Audience
41. Bad day for Caesar
42. Giving medicine
43. Research facil.
45. Select people to 

be on a jury
47. In the Istiophoridae 

family
49. 1984 Peace Nobelist
50. Check
51. Touch, Feel
53. Carbonated beverage
54. Bantu language
56. In a lather
61. Chap
62. Excellent, in 

modern slang
63. All alternative
67. Applesauce
68. Today, in Tijuana
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 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
LENT 1

Deep Calls to Deep -
 Looking for the Rainbow

www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Jonathan Brubacher Preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks. See more online at www.amercastestkitchen.com

to your body's need for 
fluid. Drink to your level 
of thirst. Be aware that if 
it's warm outside, you may 
need to take in more fluid 
than usual.

If you have symptoms 
of illness that affect you 
below the neck, such 
as chest congestion, a 
hacking cough, muscle 
aches, fatigue or an upset 
stomach, it's best to take a 
break from exercising for 

a few days. If you have a 
fever, you also should give 
your body some time to 
rest and recover. A fever is 
your body's way of telling 
you to slow down, and it's 
important to listen to that. 
As you recover after these 
kinds of symptoms, go a 
bit slower and decrease the 
intensity of your workout 
when you return to exer-
cising.

Due to recommenda-
tions for social distancing 

due to COVID-19, your 
fitness center may be 
closed. Even if it's not, 
you may want consider 
skipping the gym and take 
your workout outdoors 
instead, or explore new 
exercise options that you 
can do at home. Regard-
less of where you exercise, 
don't forget to wipe off 
equipment, including 
bikes, weights, benches 
and yoga mats, after you're 
done with them.

If you exercise when 
you're not feeling well, and 
then you experience addi-
tional pain or symptoms 
when you exercise – or if 
you have other concerns or 
questions about exercising 
when you're ill – talk with 
your health care provider.

MAYO CLINIC: Due to COVID, you may want to take the workout outdoors 

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu.  
For more information, visit  
www.mayoclinic.org.
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know how to weld.

be comfortable working at heights; and

have ag construction experience;

Career position 
for an established or aspiring 

CONSTRUCTION FOREMAN  
at our branch in Winchester, ON.

This is a full-time, year-round 
opportunity. The right candidate will:

have ag construction experience;
 know how to manage a team;
 be able to assemble and erect a grain 
elevator; and

 know how to weld.

Experience building grain bins and/
or pouring concrete will also be 
considered strong assets. 

Please apply at 
recruiting@horstsystems.com  or call 

WE’RE HIRING!
Career position 

for an established or aspiring

at our branch in Elmira, ON.

•

 

•

•

SERVICE FOREMAN

Please apply at

Experience in servicing, repairing or 
maintaining ag equipment will also be 
considered an asset.

WE’RE HIRING!

This is a full-time, year-round opportunity. 
The right candidate will:

recruiting@horstsystems.com

or call  519-669-1300 for more information

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

WITH VACCINE AVAIL-
ABILITY INCREASINGLY 
THE focus of pandemic 
updates, the region has 
launched a web-based 
vaccine distribution 
summary providing the 
public with regular updates.

The online dashboard 
now includes information 
such as total doses admin-
istered, number of people 
fully vaccinated, per cent 
of population fully vacci-
nated, and the number of 
daily doses, including a 
seven-day rolling average.   

At midweek, 25,174 doses 
of vaccine had been admin-
istered, and 11,582 people 
in the region had been fully 
vaccinated. The provin-
cial target for successful 
immunization coverage is 
75 per cent in each public 
health jurisdiction, though 
currently just two per cent 
have been fully vaccinated 
in the region, meaning a 
total of 421,500 residents 
will have to receive full 
immunization to meet the 
provincial goal.  

Shirley Hilton,  head 
of the region’s vaccine 
distribution task force, says 
the goal remains 10,000 

Vaccine rollout remains slow as 
region plans for wider distribution

vaccinations a day.
In the weekly briefing 

held February 12, she noted 
the region’s plan calls for a 
wider rollout at clinics as 
supplies allow.

“Work is underway to 
ensure that when we do 
have steady, transportable 
vaccine, that we are able to 
provide 10,000 doses a day.”  

The region plans to 
vaccinate residents in three 
phases, starting with high-
risk hospital staff and other 
healthcare workers and 
seniors in care facilities. 
Eventually, all high-risk 
adults will be included in 
phase 1, which remains 
ongoing. 

Phase 2 will expand 
distribution to include 
older adults, starting with 
those over 80 and then 
working down from there as 
supplies permit. It will also 
cover frontline essential 
workers and the like. The 
goal is to begin those vacci-
nations in March.

Phase 3 would inoculate 
the remaining eligible 
population, some 120,000 
residents, as early as 
August.

To get to that stage, the 
region will need greater 
supplies, and doses from 
other manufacturers, as 

thus far all instances in 
Waterloo Region have been 
the vaccine from Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech, said Hilton.

“This is really vaccine 
dependent. If we continue 
with a Pfizer-only model, 
these numbers are not 
achievable. However, we 
are obviously optimistic 
that there will be, through 
this plan, other vaccines 
that are approved and/or 
we also see Moderna. So, I 
will always add that caveat, 
this plan is not looking at a 
single vaccine such as we 
have right now,” she said.

“These are estimated 
dates based on the original 
placement of the province, 
but our plan... will continue 
to evolve based on vaccine 
– the availability of vaccine, 
the type of vaccine and the 
amount of vaccine that 
we do receive within the 
region.”

Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph Public Health 
this week announced it too 
has a goal of 10,000 vacci-
nations a day once supplies 
are available. 

Medical officer of health 
Dr. Nicola Mercer says the 
mass immunization will 
be an “all-hands-on-deck” 
approach to make the plan 
a reality.
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