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The Woolwich Community Health Centre Board wants to 
thank all our amazing staff for their dedication and care 

throughout this year long response to COVID. 

You are the heartbeat of care in this community!

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

FACED WITH MAKING A 
DECISION about the fate 
of the historical Peel Street 
bridge in Winterbourne, 
Woolwich council punted 
Tuesday night. 

The township will 
spend $85,000 on another 
environmental assess-

Woolwich OKs study to look at replacing Peel Street bridge

An impromptu tribute procession for Willie Bowman saw a long line of vehicles on Church Street in Elmira Monday evening as people 
drove through Union Cemetery. Bowman, 59, passed away Feb. 3. Damon MacLean

ment study that expands 
the number of options 
to include replacing the 
existing structure with a 
brand new bridge.

Prior to that, council-
lors voted their way to a 
stalemate on proposals 
to rehabilitate the steel 
truss bridge, built in 1913, 
for pedestrian use and 
to simply close it perma-

nently, leaving it in place 
pending a future decision.

At issue was reopening 
the crossing to horse-
drawn buggies, with some 
councillors suggesting 
that link be re-estab-
lished to prevent those 
residents from having to 
take long detours, which 
has been the case since 
the bridge was closed for 

safety reasons in 2017. To 
do that, the bridge would 
have to be restored for full 
vehicular traffic, not just 
pedestrians, a direction 
that might see the bridge 
replaced by a new one.

Originally, after an 
environmental assess-
ment that included public 
consultation, a staff report 
called for the closure and 

demolition of the bridge. 
When the community 
and council balked, other 
options were on the table. 

Rehabilitating the 
current structure to carry 
vehicles would cost about 
$1.6 million, while repair-
ing it to carry just foot 
traffic would be about $1.1 
million. In both cases, 
another $1.1 million in 

today’s dollars would 
have to be spent in 2040, 
followed by $700,000 to 
demolish the bridge when 
it comes to the end of its 
lifespan in 2050. Building 
a new bridge would cost 
$4-$8 million, depend-
ing on a one- or two-lane 
design.

Mayor Sandy Shantz 
→ BRIDGE 4

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

ALONG WITH EASING 
LOCKDOWN RESTRIC-
TIONS, the provincial 
government also let 
students return to in-per-
son learning this week. 
It marked the end of a 
long-extended Christmas 
break of sorts.

It was welcome news for 
many parents, including 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP 
Mike Harris, a father of five 
school-age kids. He saw 
a change in them as soon 
as they returned to their 
classrooms Monday.

“I know for my kids they 
were very, very excited to 
get back yesterday, and 
just already even last night 

Province allows 
students to 
return to class

just a noticeable difference 
in how everybody was 
kind of acting at home – 
it’s definitely a positive,” 
he said in an interview 
Tuesday. “I’m in a similar 
position to a lot of people 
here where I’ve got five 
kids – they’ve all been kind 
of having their school year 
disrupted. Focusing on 
getting them back to the 
routines that they’re used 
to is something that I’m 
really pushing for.” 

Harris says there were a 
number of factors which 
contributed to the decision 
to bring kids back to class, 
top of the list includes the 
go-ahead from Dr. David 
Williams, Ontario’s chief 
medical officer of health.

→IN-PERSON LEARNING 10
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Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Stop the 
Spread
COVID-19 
can be deadly.
Stay home. 
Stay strong.
Save lives.

Happy Family Day

TIM LOUISMember of Parliament,
Kitchener-Conestoga

519-578-3777 TimLouisMP.ca Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca@TimLouisKitCon

From my family to yours, I wish you and your
loved ones a safe and Happy Family Day.

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

THE ROLLOUT OF 
COVID-19 VACCINES in 
Waterloo Region remains 
slow, with less than one 
per cent of the population 
fully inoculated. Even 
with the latest allocation 
of supplies from Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech, the focus is on 
second doses to high-risk 
individuals in long-term 
care and retirement 
homes.

The precarious state of 
the vaccine supply chain 
is the biggest hurdle in the 
region’s plan to hit 10,000 
vaccinations per day, says 
Shirley Hilton, who leads 
the vaccine distribution 
task force.

“As you know the supply 
… is very dependent of day 
by day and week by week. 
However, we are continu-
ing to plan for our mass 
immunization through 
Waterloo Region with 
the hope that the stabil-
ity of the Pfizer vaccine 
continues in addition to 
other vaccines, includ-
ing Moderna’s,” she said 
during the weekly briefing 
February 5.

Hilton also announced 

Vaccine rollout remains slow, 
with supply the biggest issue

a plan to reopen the Grand 
River Hospital Clinic as 
of Monday “to continue 
concurrently with second 
doses for all other groups 
who have received their 
first dose.” The focus there 
is vaccinating health-
care workers and staff 
members at long-term care 
and retirement homes.

As of midweek, 18,237 
doses of the vaccine had 
been administered, with 
about 5,000 having been 
fully vaccinated, just 0.86 
per cent of the region’s 
residents. 

“The planning is 
continuing for the mass 
immunization, however 
with what we know now 
at least, we’re able to 
continue with the second 
doses for long-term care 
and retirement homes in 
all of the other groups. 
The week of the 15th, the 
goal is to start additional 
first doses with our long-
term care home staff who 
haven’t been vaccinated 
yet and essential caregiv-
ers,” said Hilton.

On Tuesday, the task 
force was advised of a 
one-day delay in the 
shipment of the Pfizer 
vaccine. That prompted 

the rescheduling of mobile 
clinics at long-term care 
homes, with Hilton noting 
the administration of 
second doses still falls 
within the accepted inter-
val of 35 days. 

“Although we have had 
to pause and redirect our 
clinics a few times in the 
past month in order to 
address fluctuations in 
supply, it is important 
to note that we are still 
providing the vaccine 
within the acceptable 
intervals for residents 
of long-term care and 
retirement homes. This is 
a critical step in protecting 
some of the most vulner-
able members of our 
community,” she said in a 
release.

Nationally, the federal 
government announced 
last week funding of 
$64 million through the 
Immunization Partner-
ship Fund to increase 
COVID-19 vaccination 
uptake throughout the 
country. That includes 
$30.25 million to support 
community-led projects 
aimed at increasing confi-
dence in vaccines.   

Of the announcement, 
→VACCINES 4
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Page ThreePage Three Woolwich council moved one step closer 
to formalizing the 2021 budget, quickly 
voting this week to approve the document 
unchanged from January’s deliberations. It 
includes a 1.92% hike that would add about 
another $15 this year to the township portion 
of the average tax bill, based on an assessed 
value of $409,400. The township won’t raise 
water or wastewater rates this year. 

A plan that would see Waterloo Region 
pay for the installation of sidewalks along 
regional roads met with Woolwich council 
approval this week. Maintenance of the 
walkways would remain a local responsi-
bility. Currently, area municipalities pay for 
and maintain sidewalks along regional roads. 
From the Feb. 10, 2007 edition of The Observer

Woolwich backs budget From the archives

building centre

JL’s Duke St

5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 | Shop homehardware.ca  and choose JL’s as your home Store.

SAVESAVE
40%
Was $12.99

777
All Season Blend 

Bird Feed
7 kg. 5453-300

homehardware.ca  and choose JL’s as your home Store.

GRT expects ridership to be down 45% this year
Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

LARGE DROPS IN 
RIDERSHIP THAT began 
last year are expected to 
continue through 2021, 
with Grand River Transit 
making some adjustments 
to this year’s recently 
approved budget.

Andy Wilson will be a presenter during the upcoming webinar on electric vehicles to discuss the benefits and dispel misconceptions 
regarding the new technology. Sean Heeger

Due to the pandemic, 
GRT expects ridership to 
be down 45 per cent from 
2019 levels, with the region 
decreasing its operating 
budget by $11 million this 
year.

Some cuts to service 
were made in the early 
days of the pandemic, with 
most of them reversed 

later in the year when 
ridership picked up some-
what. Overall, revenues 
were off by 45-50 per cent 
last year due to large drops 
in ridership, to about 
29,000 boardings per day 
from 96,000, with the 
resultant loss of about $2.5 
million per month in reve-
nues. As well, making all 

rides free in April and May 
cost about $7.8 million.

In the 2021 budget, there 
have been some cuts to 
service, particularly in 
areas around the univer-
sities in Waterloo. Already 
announced for the start of 
this year was the removal 
of the 110 College Express, 
a service provided by the 

Route 10. Upcoming later 
in the year, it is expected 
that more routes servicing 
the college and universities 
including routes nine, 13, 
19, and 61, will be reduced 
from every 15 minutes to 
every 30 minutes.

Peter Zinck, director of 
transit services, says the 
focus on reductions is on → GRT RIDERSHIP 5

the postsecondary institu-
tions as many students are 
currently not travelling to 
campus. 

“We will be having some 
service reductions that are 
focused on the colleges 
and universities due to 
the pandemic. So, our 
evaluation of ridership 

Nith Valley EcoBoosters host webinar 
touting benefits of electric vehicles

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

GIVEN THAT IT’S AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL group 
with ecology boosting 
right in its name, it’s no 
surprise that the Nith 
Valley EcoBoosters 
support a transition to 
electric vehicles.

In Waterloo Region, 49 
per cent of carbon diox-
ide emissions come from 
transportation, which 
translates into two million 
tonnes of emissions each 
year. Electric cars would 
go a long way to reducing 
that number, the group 
says, which is why it’s 
hosting a webinar next 

week looking at the bene-
fits of the technology.

Tom Knezevich, chair-
person with the EcoBoost-
ers, says the organization’s 
goal of a better envi-
ronment, coupled with 
helping people was the 
inspiration for the event 
scheduled for February 18.

The session aims to 

provide information about 
electric vehicles and to 
dispel any misconceptions 
people may have by having 
current owners of such 
cars attest to the benefits.

“When we consider 
what we’re going to do [to 
better the environment], 
one of the things that 

→ ECOBOOSTERS 4

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

WITH A LITTLE OVER A 
week to go until the Cold-
est Night of the Year event, 
which is going virtual 
this year, the local chap-
ter hosted by Woolwich 
Community Services has 
surpassed its fundraising 
goal.

WCS had receive 60 per 
cent of its $60,000 goal by 
the end of January, reach-
ing it earlier this week. 
Now, organizers hope 
more donations continue 
to come in and help in 
their efforts as the walk 
draws closer.

Leigh-Anne Quinn 
says WCS is happy about 
exceeding their goal as 
they look forward to the 
event on February 20.

“We’re very excited and 
we’re very happy about 
that. I think the great thing 
about this event, so many 
things are cancelled, but 
we were able to still offer 
a virtual-only kind of 
walk-when-you-want-to 

Annual event surpasses $60K goal and 
on track to surpass previous years

event, which is great. And 
we have received great 
support from our commu-
nity, which we’re grateful 
for,” said Quinn. “To us, 
it just means that people 
believe in the programs 
and services that we 
provide our community. 
They enjoy the event. It’s 
something that they can 
do with their family, it’s 
community-building, 
just a synergy around 
the entire event has been 
really, really great.”

This is the third year 
that WCS has surpassed 
its goal. Last year’s event 
brought in more than 
$100,000 in total.

WCS sees strong 
support for 
Coldest Night 

→ COLDEST NIGHT 4
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WE ARE OPEN

As an essential service, we remain in compliance with 
all COVID-19 guidelines to ensure your safety.

www.k imbe r l y r au . c om

Kalsey Smith is happy to serve you for 
your custom foot orthotic, footwear, 

and compression sock needs.
SOS Phy s iot he rapy  (Elmira)

3 Wyatt  St . E. , Suite  2
Elmira, ON N3B 2H4

Tel  (519)  669-1212

Woolwich  Phy s iot he rapy
8-25 Indust r ia l  Dr ive
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Tel  (519)  669-2578

called for an option that 
allowed for buggy traffic, 
not just pedestrians. But 
director of infrastructure 
services Jared Puppe said 
investigations have shown 
no option that allows 
buggies to cross but block 
motorized vehicles from 
doing the same.

“People don’t respect 
structures. If it’s a bridge, 
people will use it,” he 
said, noting overweight 
vehicles, including farm 
equipment, often cross 
bridges where such traffic 
is prohibited.

Anything more than 
pedestrian traffic would 
increase the wear and tear 
on a rehabilitated heritage 
structure, he added.

For Coun. Murray 
Martin, the answer is 
to build a new bridge, 

a proposal he has been 
advocating through much 
of the debate.

“There’s only one option 
that will meet the needs of a 
rural, farm community, and 
that’s a new structure that 
will accommodate people 
walking, horse and buggies, 
cars, farm tractors and their 
wagons. A new bridge is the 
only one that will meet their 
needs,” he said.

Martin, along with 
Shantz and Coun. Larry 
Shantz, voted Tuesday 
night against motions 
to restore the bridge 
for pedestrian use or to 
simply close it up for now, 
pushing for a longer-term 
solution.

“I want to be on the side 
where we look ahead and 
make a good decision.”

Coun. Shantz agreed 
that simply patching the 

existing bridge wouldn’t 
make sense.

Coun. Patrick Merli-
han, on the other hand, 
argued that the low 
traffic volumes when the 
bridge was still open don’t 
warrant spending millions 
of dollars.

“$8 million is an 
astronomical amount of 
money,” he said of the 
high-end figure for a new 
bridge, noting the struc-
ture was handling only 
some 100 crossings per 
day prior to its closure, 
about 12 of which were by 
horse-drawn buggies.

Rather than a span 
across the river, the bridge 
is most notable for its 
heritage.

“The value is in the fact 
that it’s been there for a 
hundred years.”

He said building a new 

bridge would mean more 
people using the route as a 
shortcut, directly contrary 
to what residents have said 
about reducing traffic and 
speeding in the village.

“You’re just begging for 
more traffic,” he stressed.

Martin said the $8 million 
price tag wasn’t an issue, 
comparing building a 
new bridge for some of 
the residents there to the 
construction of the Wool-
wich Memorial Centre and 
community centres in some 
of the other settlements. 

He added that the deci-
sion to go ahead with the 
environmental assess-
ment didn’t commit the 
township to tearing down 
the bridge and building a 
new one, but cleared the 
way for council to make 
that decision at a later 
date.

The Peel Street bridge was built in 1913. It was deemed unsafe and closed in 2017. File photo

BRIDGE: Debate is likely to see Winterbourne residents split over heritage 
structure vs. increase in vehicular traffic if a new span is built

→FROM 1

we’re always looking at is 
climate change.… With 
almost half of the carbon 
dioxide coming from our 
use of our transportation, 
we knew that electric vehi-
cles are a great possibility 
in terms of helping to 
reduce those emissions for 
the future. In our area it’s a 
very big problem. So, what 
can we do to help educate 
people, what are the things 
that we can do as individ-
uals to help reduce the 
emissions and this is one 
way,” said Knezevich. 

“The other main inspira-
tion was that there are a lot 
of myths and misconcep-
tions about electric vehi-
cles if you talk to anybody 
who does not own one 
right now. So, we wanted 
to address those myths 
and misconceptions in this 
webinar and give people a 
bit more understanding of 
whether those things are 
true or not true that they’ve 
been hearing.”

Taking part in the webi-
nar will be Andy Wilson, 
owner of both a hybrid and 
a fully electric vehicle. 

He says there are many 
things people who grew 
up with gasoline-powered 
cars understand but fail 
to comprehend about 
electric vehicles. During 
the presentation he plans 
on covering five topics, 
including terminology, 
environmental benefits, 
economics, drivability/
why electric vehicles are 

fun, and cargo issues. 
He says some of the 

main misconceptions 
he hears about electric 
vehicles are that they have 
a small range, charging 
them is a big problem, that 
people do not trust them 
as a main car, and that 
they simply do not know 
enough about these vehi-
cles and are unsure if they 
will work for them,

“For 99 or 98 per cent 
of your normal driving, 
you’re driving around the 
city. Most people do not 
do 400 or 500 kilometres a 
day.” said Wilson. 

He also says electric 
vehicles allow people 
to skip the gas station, 
because most of the time 
they only need to charge 
the car at home.

“Think about how 
much time people spend 
standing in a gas station, 
filling their vehicle with 
gasoline. Whereas with an 
electric car, probably 97 
per cent of the time, you’re 
not using public charging 
stations, you’re charging at 
home overnight. You drive 
into the garage at night, 
and plug the car in. You 
get up in the morning, you 
unplug it, and you drive 
away and you’re spending 
no time standing around.”

The electric vehicle 
webinar will be held 
February 18, from 7:15 
p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Get more 
information and register 
online at www.nveco-
boosters.com.

ECOBOOSTERS: Electric vehicles 
seen as the option of the future

→FROM 3

With a virtual walk 
this year, Quinn says 
people can walk one of the 
suggested routes posted 
by WCS, walk on their 
treadmills, or just walk 
around their neighbour-
hood to take part. She also 
says that some people may 
just be taking part this 
year by raising money for 
the cause. 

“What we’re saying is 
gather your COVID-safe 
bubble, or on your own, 
map out a safe two- to 
five-kilometre route, let 

someone know where you 
are, [and] bring your cell 
phone in case of an emer-
gency,” she added.

Because of the 
pandemic, registration 
fees were dropped for 
this year’s iteration of the 
event, so, in order to get 
people their CNOY toques 
this year, they had to raise 
funds. Adults who raised 
$150 and those under the 
age of 17 who raised $75, 
will be able to pick up their 
hats February 16 or 18 from 
4 to 6 p.m.

Quinn notes that contri-

butions from local busi-
nesses mean the first 200 
participants who pick up 
their toques will receive an 
appreciation gift from one 
of the many community 
sponsors. 

So far this year, there are 

COLDEST NIGHT: Event has already surpassed its fundraising goal, with 
particpants this year taking a different approach due to the pandemic

→FROM 1 24 teams and 164 walkers 
participating with the 
WCS walk. Quinn says that 
people will continue to 
sign up for the next week 
and they are invited to do 
so and take part. 

The annual event which 
raises money for charities 
benefitting people expe-
riencing homelessness, 
hurt and hunger, has run 
since 2011 in communities 
across the country.

Donations can be made 
right up until the event is 
over at cnoy.org/location/
Elmira.

chief public health offi-
cer of Canada  Theresa 
Tam said, “All Canadi-
ans deserve a chance to 
achieve optimal health. 
This includes having 
access to credible infor-
mation about vaccination 
and the opportunity to 
have open conversations 
with health care providers. 
Doctors, nurses, midwives, 
other healthcare providers 
and community leaders 
are invaluable in sharing 
knowledge to help to keep 

VACCINES: Region awaiting new 
supplies in order to step up campaign

→FROM 2 us all safe, especially 
during a pandemic.”

Across Canada, vaccines 
are continuing to roll-out 
to protect those at highest 
risk of severe outcomes 
or exposure. To date, 
1,068,690 of COVID-19 
vaccines have been admin-
istered, with 52 per cent 
of prioritized healthcare 
workers, 27 per cent of the 
adults the territories and 
11 per cent of elderly adults 
over 80 years of age having 
received at least one dose 
of COVID-19 vaccine.
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CAFÉ HOURS: Wed.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

Honey Lime Chicken or Fish includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Lunches
Wed & Thurs 11am-4pm

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey & Dressing or Meatloaf includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinners
Fri & Sat 3:30-7:30pm

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Wed.É HOURS: Wed.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

February 10th - 13th

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

“Louisiana Jambalaya” For 2 - $24
 – Choose From – 

“Chicken & Andouille Sausage” OR
“Seafood” (Shrimp, sausage & Blackened Catfish) OR

“Mixta” (Chicken, Shrimp & Sausage)
Comes with homemade cornbread

Ready to Heat Mardis Gras Dinner

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.ca

—  Available Feb. 18, 19, 20 — 

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

THE LONG WEEKEND IS 
REAL, but it’ll be cele-
brated virtually, a reality 
Ontarians have experi-
enced for the better part of 
a year.

This time around, 
Family Day will feature 
activities people can enjoy 
in their homes. Rather than 
the likes of the traditional 
public skates and swims, 
the region’s townships are 
putting together an online 
experience for Monday.

The idea to host this 
virtual event together came 
from the Rural Recovery 
Coordinating Group, in the 
hopes of bringing fami-
lies together during these 
times, said Wendy Huber, 
recreation/fire adminis-
trative assistant with the 
Township of Wellesley.

“Oftentimes family – 
and those we live with 

Four townships working together to plan virtual Family Day
– are the most important 
people in our lives. We 
hope that our Virtual 
Family Day Event will 
give families something 
new and different to 
look forward to during 
these challenging times. 
Whether it’s participating 
in an activity together 
or enjoying one of the 
entertainment videos, the 
hope is this event will help 
create new memories for 
families to cherish,” she 
explained.

In a normal year, Huber 
says the township would 
offer a free family skate, 
however, because of 
pandemic rules related to 
COVID-19, it is not possible 
at this time.

A YouTube channel will 
have content available 
to residents February 15 
starting at 8 a.m.

Events for the day are 
set to include fitness, 
music, STEM and mind-

fulness activities, enter-
tainment and the like. 
Content will come from 
community partners, local 
entertainers, and program 
providers.  

Huber says all activities 
will have a connection 
to the townships, as the 
community partners who 
are putting the content 
together for the big day’s 
virtual event serve more 
than one township within 
the Region of Waterloo.

In Woolwich Township, 
Rae Ann Bauman says one 
of the more local groups 
taking part and putting 
out family day content is 
the Township of Woolwich 
Environmental Enhance-
ment Committee (TWEEC)

“TWEEC would be one 
of the most local ones 
(groups participating) that 
would be offering content 
and some information that 
is truly Woolwich-specific. 
Other than that, the goal 

of this was to involve the 
area’s four townships to 
offer a little bit from each 
township to every other 
township in the region. It 
was just kind of to make 
a big cohesive festival or 
family day for everybody. 
The basis was kind of to 
pull the four townships 
together to do this,” said 
Bauman.

Also participating in the 
festivities and creating 
content for families to 
enjoy will be the Region 
of Waterloo Library 
(RWL). Putting out “Maker 
Program” content, fami-
lies will be encouraged to 
create and play together in 
fun activities which stimu-
late the mind. 

“The four townships 
are working together 
on a virtual Family Day 
celebration. The library 
will be supporting this 
collaborative effort with a 
special ‘Make-It’ or Maker 

Program for families. 
Library staff will challenge 
families to create maker 
winter sports/games – to 
make bobsleds, snow-
boarders, ski jumpers, and 
a ramp out of common 
materials such as straws, 
toilet paper rolls, popsicle 
sticks, tape, pipe cleaners, 
etc., –and then to race/
compete as a family in 
the games. Our goal is to 
provide inspiration for 
families to play and have 
fun together in a creative 
way. This can be done 
regardless of the weather, 
the COVID phase, or the 
age of family members. 
Adding in a book or story 
makes this a perfect way 
to celebrate Family Day,” 
said Kim Krueger-Kischak, 

supervisor of programs 
and outreach with RWL.

Running at the same 
time on family day is a 
competition hosted by the 
Floradale Friends of Dog 
Guides Lions Branch Club. 
Kids are invited to partici-
pate by drawing a picture of 
a service animal they would 
choose, naming it and 
giving the animal a power 
to help when needed. Those 
who post their photo to the 
group’s Facebook page will 
be entered for a chance to 
win one of five McDonald’s 
gift cards. 

Follow your local town-
ship on social media and 
visit their webpage for 
more information and to 
get the YouTube link for 
the Family Day event.

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff 

WATERLOO REGION 
IS SEEING A down-
ward trend in pandemic 
numbers, including active 
cases and outbreaks. 
Those numbers repeated 
across much of the prov-
ince help prompt the Ford 
government to lift the 
state of emergency, and 
allowed students to begin 
returning to classrooms.

 “Over the last few 
weeks, we have seen a 
number of new cases slow 
and move in the right 
direction. This is a strong 
indicator that the current 
provincial regulations and 
public health measures 
are working to slow the 
spread of COVID-19,” said 
medical officer of health 

COVID-19 numbers on downward trend in region as province moves to end lockdown
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang at the 
region’s weekly briefing 
on February 5.  

At midweek, there were 
400 active cases in the 
region, down from 480 
a week earlier, with 31 
people requiring hospital-
ization. There have been 
210 deaths linked to the 
virus, up five from the 
same time last week.

Having last month seen 
the first case of the UK 
variant of COVID-19, the 
region has been monitor-
ing such instances and 
implementing contract 
tracing. Three individuals 
have screened positive 
in Waterloo Region for 
COVID-19 variants of 
concern. One of the cases 
is a close contact individ-
ual to the confirmed posi-
tive UK variant diagnosed 

at the end of January. All 
three have a connection to 
international travel.   

“This is not unex-
pected, as the number 
of cases who will screen 
positive or subsequently 
be confirmed to have a 
specific variant of concern 
is expected to rise across 
Ontario as the provincial 
laboratory network has 
increased its capacity to 
monitor for and detect 
variants of concern,” said 
Wang.   

“As Public Health 
Ontario and the provin-
cial lab system continue 
to scale up screening, and 
genomic sequencing for 
variants, so monitoring 
and identification of 
areas, we expect more and 
more cases of variants of 
concern to be detected in 

Waterloo Region. Cases 
confirmed to be specific 
variants of concern are 
reported by health unit 
area on a daily basis by 
Public Health Ontario.”  

Monday also marked 
the return to in-person 
learning for most students 
in the province. 

“Regarding return to 
school, the Ministry of 
Education announced 
earlier this week that 
Waterloo Region schools 
will return to in class 
learning on February 8. 
I am supportive of this 
decision – now is the right 
time. From an overall 
health and learning 
perspective, it is best to 
return to in-person learn-
ing more able to do so,” 
said Wang.

“Over the last week, 

the province announced 
additional measures and 
investments for schools, 
including enhanced 
access to targeted testing 
if needed, in situations 
of concern about ongo-
ing spread, increased 
access to masks, process 
for validation and daily 
screening by secondary 
students and staff and 
new guidance discourag-
ing students from congre-
gating before and after 
school.” 

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, there were 181 
active cases at midweek, 
down 50 per cent from a 
week earlier. That catch-
ment area’s cumulative 
total was 4,380, of which 
4,110 (93.8 per cent) have 
been resolved. There have 
been a total of 89 fatali-

ties since the pandemic 
began, an increase of 13 in 
the past week.

The province is seeing 
some slowing of cases, 
with the total now at 
280,494,  an increase of 
some 10,000 in the past 
week.

There have been 6,555 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a 
mortality rate of 2.3 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
259,991 cases (92.7 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
46,417 active cases, a 
decrease of some 3,000 in 
the past week. The cumu-
lative total of confirmed 
cases now stands at 
797,756, with 20,609 
related deaths, a mortality 
rate of 2.6 per cent.

due to the closures and 
reduced class sizes on the 
campuses, ridership to 
those locations is signifi-
cantly down. And so, we 
are adjusting our service to 
those areas. We started in 
January on the route 110 to 
Conestoga College, and in 
April, we’ll see reductions 
to other routes around. 
UW (University of Water-
loo) and [Wilfrid] Laurier 
[University],” said Zinck.” 

This year, Zinck says 
they are expecting to see 
55 per cent of their rider-
ship compared to 2019, 
when they had about 22 
million riders, this is up 
slightly from the projected 
45 to 50 per cent in 2020.

GRT RIDERSHIP: Some small tweaks made to service, but region isn’t planning 
any major cuts despite fall in numbers, loss of fare-box revenues

→FROM 3 He says when GRT 
looked ahead to 2021, they 
made some determina-
tions which helped them 
predict their estimated 
ridership including return 
to class for postsecondary 
students and a broader 
availability for vaccines. 

“We’ve tried to assess 
what we think will happen 
we did that through the 
budget process in the fall. 
When we started looking 
at what we thought could 
happen in 2021, we took a 
sort of a moderate growth 
approach, and we basi-
cally determined that, on 
average, for the year we 
were expecting about 55 per 
cent of our normal rider-
ship from 2019 into 2021. 

So, we based that on return 
to classes at about 50 per 
cent in the fall – that’s at the 
postsecondary institutions. 
And we also sort of thought 
that vaccines will be broadly 
available later in 2021, so 
factoring those two things in 
consideration and return to 
some economic growth.”

He says this comes from 
projections related to the 
budget and those two 
factors play into things 
heavily, however, he 
acknowledges the risk that 
these may not happen, 
and things could not turn 
out the way they want.

In Woolwich Township, 
Zinck says we should not 
expect to see changes 
expected with service on 

route 21 or with Kiwanis 
Transit’s circulator bus in 
Elmira.

“Route 21 is interesting 
in that it is the route that 
received or retained the 
most ridership through the 
pandemic; it’s retained 70 
per cent of its ridership. 
[Kiwanis] was in 2020 
carrying approximately 50 
per cent of its normal rider-
ship. Through the period 
we’re in now with the 
stay-at-home orders and 
essentially locked down, 
ridership is around 20 to 
30 per cent of a normal 
ridership, so it’s not as  
resilient as the 21 in terms 
of carrying services. But 
there are a few 100 people 
using the service a day.”
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reQuired
reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com
CAFÉ HOURS: Wed.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri. & Sat. 8-7:30

Spend $75 and receive a FREE pie for your family (Mon Feb 15 only)

FEB 15

Including Coleslaw, Rolls, Mashed potatoes, Vegetable & Dessert

11am-4pm
or

In the run-up to Valen-
tine’s Day, police are 
warning residents to be 
extra vigilant when enter-
ing into a relationship 
online, paying special 
attention to potential 
romance scams.

According to stats 
collected by the Cana-
dian Anti-Fraud Centre 
(CAFC), in 2020, 899 
complaints were received 
related to romance 
scams, which included 
620 victims who lost 
more than $18.5 million to 
scammers pretending to 
be in love.

Romance scam involves 
an individual with false 
romantic intentions 
toward a victim in order 
to gain their trust and 
affection for the purpose 
of obtaining the victim’s 

ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Police warn residents to be wary of romance scams
money or access to their 
bank accounts or credit 
cards. Scammers steal 
photos and use dating 
sites and social media 
to lure potential victims 
into sending money for 
various reasons.

The scammer will gain 
the trust of the victim 
through displays of 
affection and will commu-
nicate via phone, Skype 
and email for months, if 
necessary to build trust, 
police warn.

The scammer usually 
requests money to visit 
the victim, usually to pay 
for a visa and airfare, but 
then suddenly runs into 
other unexpected difficul-
ties. The closer the date 
appears to be getting to 
the victim, more unex-
pected events occur and 

more money is requested 
by the scammer to cover 
the costs. 

Scammer’s may also 
claim that there is a medi-
cal emergency with a 
sick family member. They 
will then ask for money 
to cover the medical 
expenses.

The scammer could tell 
you about a large amount 
of money or gold they 
need to transfer out of 
their country, and offer 
you a share of it. They will 
tell you they need your 
money to cover adminis-
trative fees or taxes. 

The scammer will play 
on emotional triggers to 
get you to provide money.

How to protect 
yourself:

• Be suspicious when 

someone you have 
never met in person 
professes their love to 
you.

• If trying to set up an 
in-person meeting, 
be suspicious if they 
always have an excuse 
not to meet.

• Do not share personal 
or financial informa-
tion with anyone you 
have just met online or 
in person.

• Be cautious when 
conversing with an 
individual that claims 
to live close to you but 
is working overseas.

• Never under any 
circumstance send 
money for any reason.

• If you have transferred 
money, stop the trans-
action if possible.

FEBRUARY 3

5:34 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a theft from 
vehicle parked on Geddes 
Street in Wellesley. Some-
time between February 
1at 11 p.m. and February 
2 at 5:30 a.m., unknown 
suspect(s) entered a 
vehicle, stealing personal 
property, including tools. 
The investigation remains 
ongoing. Anyone with 
information is encour-
aged to contact police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

FEBRUARY 4

12:23 PM | A 38-year-
old Maryhill man was 
charged in relation to a 
child pornography investi-
gation. Waterloo Regional 
Police announced this 
afternoon that they had 
carried out a search 
warrant at a Maryhill 
residence as part of an 

investigation launched 
in October by the Inter-
net Child Exploitation 
Unit.  The suspect was 
charged with two counts 
of ‘possession of child 
pornography’ and ‘make 
child pornography avail-
able.’

FEBRUARY 5

11:23 AM |  Pol ice 
responded to the area of 
Listowel Road and Arthur 
Street South in Elmira for 
two separate collisions 
involving a total of six 
vehicles. All vehicles were 
heading east on Listowel 
Road when white-out 
conditions developed that 
are considered factors in 
the collisions. After a box 
truck lost control and 
spun out on the road, a 
pickup stopped behind 
it, but it was struck from 
behind by an SUV. One 
driver was taken to 
hospital with minor inju-
ries. The chain of events 
caused the second the 

b u m p e r - t o - b u m p e r 
collision involving three 
vehicles. The vehicles 
involved in the second 
collision sustained minor 
damages, with the driv-
ers directed to the police 
collision reporting centre.

FEBRUARY 7

3:00 PM | Emergency 
crews responded to a 
fatal collision on Speed-
vale Avenue east of 
Guelph  in the Township 
of Guelph-Eramosa. A 
40-year-old Guelph man 
was a passenger in vehi-
cle travelling eastbound 
on Speedvale Avenue 
when it left the roadway, 
rolled over, and collided 
with a tree. Two other 
occupants were trans-
ported to a local hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. The Wellington 
County OPP is asking 
anyone that may have 
witnessed this collision 
to please call police at 
1-888-310-1122

6:35 PM |  Water-
loo Regional  Pol ice 
responded to Nafziger 
Road in Wilmot Town-
ship for a single-vehicle 
collision after a driver lost 
control due to poor road 
conditions and struck a 
sign. No one was injured, 
and no charges were laid.

FEBRUARY 8

10:31 AM |  Police 
responded to an Arthur 
Street North address in 
Elmira for a theft report. 
An unknown male entered 
the business and allegedly 
concealed merchandise 
and left the store without 
paying. He was last flee-
ing the area on a bicycle. 
The suspect has been 
described as a while male 
in his late 20s, approx-
imately 5’7” tall, wear-
ing a blue winter jacket. 
Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

White-out conditions led to six vehicles being involved in two related collisions Feb. 5 on Listowel Road near Arthur Street in Elmira. 
Sean Heeger

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Graingerg g
Professional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firmfrom your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Call us for a
FREE quotation 

and legal review of 
your transactions!

BE READY FOR
THE SPRING

REAL ESTATE 
MARKET!

Real news. Real reporting.
Stories you won't find anywhere else.

Trusted local news 
for twenty-five years.

$8.49

PORK SAUSAGE           

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$9.49 /lbMARBLE CHEDDAR

$3.39
/lb Reg.$5.39 /lb

PLAIN AND GARLIC 

/lb

MAPLE DALE 
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Discover our local businesses | discover.observerxtra.com

www.easeintowellness.co/fitness

“Easing our way back 
to group fitness”

FUNKYTOWN Fitness

Ocean Pearl Yoga
BROWN’S MENSWE AR

18-24 ARTHUR STREET S,. ELMIRA

WWW.BROWNSMENSWEAR.COM

MEN’S CLOTHIER | 519-669-1152

Thank y�
FRONTLINERS

f� y�r service

www.rpmconstructionltd.com

Specializing in:
• Additions 
• Interior Renovations 
• Window/ Door Replacement
• Kitchen & Bathroom   

Renovations

22 Second St., Elmira  |  519.669.1217

SANYO
CANADIAN 
 MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 

519.669.1591
www.sanyomachine.on.ca

Thank you 
frontline workers

We are here to help 
with your essen�al 

vehicle maintenance

We are here to help 
with your essen�al 

vehicle maintenance
Jesus sai� unto him, I am �e way 

�e tru�, and �e life: no man 
come� unto �e Fa�er, but by me.

St. John 14:6

www.rigarus.com
284 Union St., Elmira

519.669.5040

“A High Five from Rigarus!”

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira 
519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca

Thank you!

www.elmirapet.com

Thank 
you!

       Our
ThanksThanksThanks

FrontlineWorkers.

to

Thank you for keeping us 
safe.

Stay 
Safe.
Stay 

Strong.

This message is brought to you by 
these community-minded businesses.
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 (519) 669-3390
info@vhfconstruction.com
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “Small business owners and their employ-
ees have been devastated by closures, 
all the while their big box competition has 
held near-monopolies on the economy. 
Small businesses employed some 88% 
of Ontarians before the pandemic. We 
can’t afford to lose them permanently.”
Ontario Liberal leader Steven Del Duca on the need to 
support small businesses.

Of some 8,700 frontline healthcare workers, 
80% are potentially willing to take COVID-
19 vaccines if personal financial barriers 
are eliminated: 64% report being worried 
about losing paid work time in order to take 
the vaccine or because of lost paid time 
resulting from adverse vaccine side effects. 
SEIU Healthcare survey

Verbatim The Monitor

In an ideal world,  an early lockdown and our stringent 
adherence to public health measures would have 
nipped the novel coronavirus in the bud. That’s not 
what happened. Nor have on-and-off attempts since 

last March been completely fruitful.
The number of COVID-19 cases has dropped significantly 

since the holidays, but is still well above low-water marks seen 
in the summer despite the stay-at-home orders issued last 
month, still in effect for a few more days, at least in theory. 
Not everyone took all the necessary precautions, so the spread 
continues at a greater rate than what might have been.

In the end, we have a trade-off between our choices, overly 
restrictive governance and the economy.

Arguments about liberties and freedom, more muted here 
than in other countries – the U.S., for example – haven’t had 
much resonance, as most of us recognize there’s a health-re-
lated crisis. Likewise, governments in this country have been 
less inclined to employ draconian measures to keep people 
away from one another, unlike authoritarian regimes. Most 
pressingly, people still have to work, shop for essentials and 
care for loved ones, among other reasons total self-isolation 
wasn’t a viable option.

The last of those, our need to carry on some facets of regular 
life, can’t be understated, though that isn’t carte blanche for 
people not to carry out precautions such as mask-wearing and 
keeping their distance. Still, the likes of grocery shopping, 
medical issues and care-giving made outings essential. 

Which brings us to lockdown protocols that appear both 
unclear and unfair. The province’s colour-coded system – 
which will be back in play after the stay-at-home order is lifted 
on February 16 – is not clearly delineated, and there are multi-
ple exceptions. Similarly, the now-over state of emergency 
provided many loopholes. Most unfairly, measures seem to 
favour large retailers over small businesses – we’ve just come 
through a stretch in which big-box stores remained open 
while many smaller operations were either forced to close or 
simply found restrictions rendered opening unaffordable.

Waterloo Region’s board of health recognizes the disparity, 
last week calling on the province to revamp the Reopening 
Ontario Act to help small businesses. The board noted the 
playing field was tilted towards big operations.

Already under pressure prior to the pandemic, small retail-
ers and restaurants, for example, have for the past year ceded 
much ground to corporate operations and, perhaps more 
ominously, online services.

The retail environment has been especially unstable for 
years, of course. It’s no secret the retail landscape is changing. 
Such is how it’s always been. But, just like the economy, it’s 
been hollowed out in the middle. Under pressure today from 
big-box retail, much as they were from the malls in previous 
generations, small businesses – the mainstays of downtown 
cores that are the subject of angst in just about every munici-
pality – are having to cope with change, like it or not.

With the bulk of us seeing declining buying power and 
punishing debt levels, it’s not surprising these same business 
interests make changes in order to coax the remaining dollars 
out of our wallets.

Where malls were once king, power centres abound ... for 
now. Online shopping continues to pull ahead, with the behe-
moth that is Amazon set to outstrip the sales of major retail 
stores – Amazon has been posting record profits through the 
pandemic, though the brick-and-mortar Walmart has been 
making out like a bandit, as well.

No stranger, then, to marketplace adversity, small busi-
nesses have faced nothing like the government-mandated 
closures/restrictions that have been especially crippling since 
the first lockdown last March.

Easing the restrictions is a must, as of late even those of us 
intent on shopping locally can’t do much when the sign says 
“Sorry, we’re closed.” 

Small businesses most 
threatened by lockdowns

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

If the Republican Party 
splits, what name should the 

breakaway part use? The White 
People’s Insurrectionary Liber-
tarian True-Blood Republican 
Party (WPILTBRP), or just the 
Trump Party?

Or maybe the hijacker-in-
chief gets to keep the name of 
the party he stole, in which case 
the rump has to come up with 
something completely differ-
ent. The Conservative Party, 
maybe?

This question has not 
become a burning issue yet, 
because it’s far from clear that 
the Republican Party really will 
split. After all, at least 45 out 
of 50 Republican senators are 
going to vote against impeach-
ing Donald Trump in the trial 
that opened Tuesday in the 
Senate. That doesn’t sound like 
they are getting ready to chuck 
him out of the party.

Here’s Rand Paul, the 
Kentucky Republican senator 
who took the lead in demand-
ing that the charge against 
Trump of ‘incitement of insur-
rection against the republic’ be 
set aside. “Impeachment is for 
removal from office, and the 
accused here has already left 
office,” he said, parroting the 
party’s excuse for refusing to 
convict Trump without actually 
condoning the attempted coup.

But back on January 6, just 
hours after the mob had left the 

Making plans for a Republican split
ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

Capitol building, Paul spoke 
strongly against the idea that 
anybody in Congress should try 
to reverse the election outcome 
certified by the states, the very 
thing that Trump had sent the 
mob to force the Congress to do. 
The man is clearly conflicted, 
and so is his party.

But there’s a deeper story 
here. Compare what the Repub-
lican Party did in the House of 
Representatives on February 3 
in a secret vote, and then what 
it did on February 4 in an open 
public vote.

Last week the Republican 
members of the House, voting 
in closed caucus, confirmed 
Rep. Liz Cheney as third-most 
senior Republican in the lower 
chamber even though she had 
‘betrayed’ Donald Trump by 
voting for his impeachment. 
The vote wasn’t even close: 145 
in favour of keeping her in post, 
only 61 against. 

The following day, in an open 
vote on whether Rep. Marjo-
rie Taylor Greene, a fanatical 
Trump loyalist, should keep her 
seat on several congressional 
committees despite her ugly 
and certifiably crazy views, 
the very same Republican 
members of the House voted to 

keep her in place by 199 to 11.
Greene believes that the 

California wildfires were set 
by Jewish laser beams from 
space. She thinks 9/11 was an 
inside job. She believes some 
U.S. school massacres were 
‘false flag’ operations, presum-
ably staged by Democrats. She 
shares Q-Anon conspiracy 
theories. It must be embarrass-
ing even to sit near her.

She lost her committee 
seats anyway, because all the 
Democrats voted to force her 
out. But in a secret vote, most of 
those Republican Congressmen 
would also have disowned her, 
probably by the same two-to-
one majority they gave in 
support of  Liz Cheney.

The Republican members 
of Congress may be weak and 
cowardly, but most are not 
wicked. In an open vote they 
felt they had to back Greene, 
because otherwise Trump’s 
loyalists back in their home 
districts would ensure that they 
never got elected again. But 
they’d love to dump him if they 
could do it safely.

It won’t be that easy, because 
Trump truly is terrifying if you 
are within reach of his wrath, 
as all but a few of these men 
and women are. But those two 
wildly contradictory votes are 
telling us that the Republican 
party probably will split. What 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Editor's 
Point of View

Cybercriminals are one thing, but real threat is from "legit" sources

including of Canadians 
and children, for investi-
gation purposes. 

When presented with 
the investigative findings, 
Clearview argued that:

Canadian privacy laws 
do not apply to its activi-
ties because the company 
does not have a “real and 
substantial connection” to 
Canada.

Commissioners 
rejected these arguments. 
They were particularly 
concerned that the orga-
nization did not recognize 
that the mass collection 
of biometric information 
from billions of people, 
without express consent, 
violated the reasonable 
expectation of privacy of 
individuals and that the 
company was of the view 
that its business interests 
outweighed privacy rights. 

Shortly after the inves-
tigation began, Clearview 
agreed to stop providing 
its services in the Cana-
dian market. It stopped 
offering trial accounts to 
Canadian organizations 
and discontinued services 
to its only remaining 
Canadian subscriber, the 
RCMP in July 2020.

“What Clearview does 
is mass surveillance and it 
is illegal.  It is completely 
unacceptable for millions 
of people who will never 
be implicated in any 
crime to find themselves 
continually in a police 
lineup. Yet the company 
continues to claim its 
purposes were appropri-
ate, citing the requirement 
under federal privacy law 
that its business needs be 
balanced against privacy 
rights. Parliamentari-
ans reviewing Bill C-11 
may wish to send a clear 
message, through that 
bill, that where there is a 
conflict between commer-

cial objectives and privacy 
protection, Canadians’ 
privacy rights should 
prevail,” says Daniel Ther-
rien, Privacy Commis-
sioner of Canada. 

The Clearview situation 
is just one instance where 
police-state surveillance 
and violation of our 
privacy run rampant.

A New York Times piece 
last week detailed how 
pervasively technology is 
used to trace our move-
ments thanks to the a 
device most of us carry 
willingly: our smart-
phones. 

Writers Charlie 
Warzel and Stuart A. 
Thompson showed how 
easy it was to take data 
from the smartphones of 
those at the U.S. Capitol 
insurrection on January 
6 and identify the people 
involved, literally tracing 
their movements from 
their homes to Washington 
and back again, putting 
names and addresses to 

what the mobile phone 
industry claims are 
anonymized data.

Much of the information 
used to link smartphones 
to specific individuals 
was culled from the apps 
on the phones, data that 
are mined my myriad 
third-party companies 
for marketing purposes: 
our bid for “convenience” 
is turned against us, with 
few if any controls over 
who uses the information 
or for what purposes. 

The Capitol riot was the 
impetus for the article, 
though the same mining 
– and security vulnera-
bilities – exist with pretty 
much every smartphone 
user. This is not simply 
about tracking down some 
purported wrongdoers, 
as the information every 
person with a mobile 
phone can be and is used 
and abused.

“There is an argument 
to be made that this data 
could be properly used by 

law enforcement through 
courts, warrants and 
subpoenas. We used it 
ourselves as a journalis-
tic tool to bring you this 
article. But to think that 
the information will be 
used against individuals 
only if they’ve broken the 
law is naïve; such data 
is collected and remains 
vulnerable to use and 
abuse whether people 
gather in support of an 
insurrection or they justly 
protest police violence, as 
happened in cities across 
America last summer,” 
write Warzel and Thomp-
son.

“The data presented 
here is a bird’s-eye view 
of an event that posed a 
clear and grave threat to 
our democracy. But it tells 
a second story as well: One 
of a broken, surreptitious 
industry in desperate need 
of regulation, and of a tacit 
agreement we’ve entered 
into that threatens our 
individual privacy. None 
of this data should ever 
have been collected.”

That last sentence bears 
repeating: None of this 
data should ever have 
been collected. Thus far, 
however, governments 
have done almost noth-
ing to protect the public 
from predatory practices, 
in part because they, too, 
want access to your data.

It wasn’t always so. Once 
upon a time, a phone was 
something bolted to the 
wall in your home and a 
computer was something 
as big as a house. Today, 
the two have converged 
and condensed to fit into 
our pockets, which is 
convenient, as we take 
our smart phones with us 
everywhere.

Other devices that 
blend communications 
and computing power, 
the likes of notebook 
computers to tablets, are 
also close at hand – from 
social media updates to 
the constant digital check-

An end of the stay-at-home order welcome, but Ontarians not as welcoming to the colour-code scheme.

Cyber fraud is the most 
obvious instance of 

the importance of main-
taining your privacy while 
online, which is something 
we’re doing even more 
during the pandemic.

On February 16, for 
instance, the Woolwich 
Community Health Centre 
is presenting a virtual 
session with Waterloo 
Regional Police Cst. David 
Cassidy addressing “Inter-
net Privacy and Security.”

Such sessions warn 
of the dangers posed by 
online criminals, of which 
there are plenty. Far more 
insidious, however, is the 
assault on our privacy and 
wallets by groups in what 
are ostensibly legal ways.

Consider, for instance, a 
report released last week 
following a joint investi-
gation by the Office of the 
Privacy Commissioner of 
Canada and some of its 
provincial counterparts 
that found U.S.-based 
technology company 
Clearview AI’s scraping 
of billions of images of 
people from across the 
Internet represented 
mass surveillance and 
was a clear violation of the 
privacy rights of Canadi-
ans.

The company, flouting 
its jurisdictional removal, 
claims it’s done nothing 
wrong.

The investigation 
found that Clearview had 
collected highly sensitive 
biometric information 
without the knowledge 
or consent of individu-
als. Furthermore, Clear-
view collected, used and 
disclosed Canadians’ 
personal information for 
inappropriate purposes, 
which cannot be rendered 
appropriate via consent.

Clearview AI’s technol-
ogy allowed law enforce-
ment and commercial 
organizations to match 
photographs of unknown 
people against the compa-
ny’s databank of more 
than 3 billion images, →KANNON 10
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Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

When you’re swinging a hatchet, 
it’s always time to worry

the only one watching 
this in horror. Another 
person commented on the 
fact that he nearly hit his 
fingers twice.

To which the fellow 
in the post replied with 
words to the effect of, 
“Don’t worry dude! I have 
lots of time in with the 
hatchet!”

As an outdoorsman 
from the pre-dude era, I 
will point out there are 
several things wrong with 
that answer.

First of all, if you use the 
word “dude” in a sentence, 
you probably don’t have 
enough time in yet – with 
anything. More than that, 
if you had enough time 
in you would realize that 
no matter how long you 
have used a hatchet, or any 
other dangerous edged 
tool, you tempt fate by 
suggesting that an acci-
dent is out of the realm of 
possibility. That possibil-
ity is always there. And it’s 
the reason why you should 
never let your guard down 
or work distracted.

Thankfully, this video 
didn’t end tragically, and 
no fingers were lost in the 
making. 

I’m still not sure what 

the purpose of the post 
was, however. It’s not like 
splitting kindling with a 
hatchet is a new thing or 
even remotely exciting. 
The only thing that would 
make a post like that go 
viral is a mistake.

Nor was there anything 
instructional about it – 
except perhaps as an exer-
cise demonstrating what 
not to do. In fact, he got 
far too close for my liking 
to the video transitioning 
to an instructional post 
about how to dial 911 with 
just one hand.

I know a woman who 
used to work in an ER unit 
in a big hospital, and she 
once told me that the two 
biggest causes of wood-
pile-related accidents were 
a chainsaw and a hatchet. 
Outdoors instructors 
will also tell you that the 
hatchet is one of the tools 
that is most dangerous in 
the hands of a careless or 
distracted person. I think 
most outdoors people have 
had their close-calls with 
one. The smart ones learn 
from the experience.

The good news is no 
hospital visit was required 
in that instance. Because 
when you get there the 
only comforting thing 
someone can say to you 
is, “Don’t worry dude. The 
doctor has plenty of time 
in with sutures.”

The other day I was 
watching a social 

media post put out by a 
fellow who was doing a 
three-part video of himself 
chopping kindling for the 
woodstove. This is one of 
the horrific side effects of 
COVID-19 that medical 
science might never fully 
address.

In that video, the fellow 
was chopping away at 
breakneck speed. It was 
almost as if he had to 
make up for time he lost 
setting up the camera and 
lighting.

This might come as a 
surprise, but I am not a fan 
of kindling-making videos. 
Even so, I could not help 
but get caught up in the 
suspense of it all. Because, 
frankly, I was curious as to 
whether he was going to 
lose a finger in the second 
or third video.

You see, he was steady-
ing the wood with his 
fingers almost directly 
beneath the trajectory 
of the swing while, at 
the same time, violently 
smacking the boards with 
a fairly light hatchet and 
talking to the camera. The 
only thing between his 
fingers and those barely 
controlled strokes was 
a few inches of straight-
grained softwood and a 
large amount of luck.

Apparently, I wasn’t 

PRACTICE HOME FIRE ESCAPE PLANNING ON FAMILY DAY

You may have only seconds to safely escape your home. Practice your
home fire escape plan and make sure everyone can get out quickly.

For more 
information: 

Woolwich Fire Department
Tel: 519-669-6022

INSTALL SMOKE ALARMS
 Install smoke alarms on every storey
and outside sleeping areas. It’s the

law. For best protection, install
smoke alarms in every bedroom.

CHILDREN/SENIORS
Determine who will be 

responsible for helping young 
children, older adults or anyone 
else that may need assistance.

MEETING PLACE
Choose a meeting place outside, 

such as a tree or a lamp post, 
where everyone can be 

accounted for.

UNDER SMOKE
If caught in smoke, get low and 

go under the smoke to the 
nearest safe exit.

CALL FIRE DEPT.

outside the home, from a cell 
phone or neighbor’s home.

Once out, stay out. Never 
re-enter a burning building.

FIRE ESCAPE PLAN

and discuss it with the entire 
family.

Once out, stay out. Never Once out, stay out. Never 
rree-enentter a burning buildiner a burning buildingg.

CHECK ALL EXITS
Check that all exits are 

unobstructed and easy to use.

You may have only seconds to safely escape your home. Practice your

TWO WAYS OUT
Show everyone two ways out of 

each room, if possible.

Township of Woolwich – Chief Dale Martin is urging 
families in Woolwich to practice their home fire escape 
plan as part of Family Day on February 15, 2021.

“Most fatal fires occur at night when everyone is asleep, so that is 
why it is so important for everyone to know what to do when the 
smoke alarms sound”, said Fire Chief Dale Martin. “Everyone 
should know what to do and where to go to get out safely.”

INSTALL CO ALARMS
Install carbon monoxide

detectors outside of
sleeping areas. 

woolwich.ca/fire

remains to be settled 
is which successor will 
survive long term.

When political parties 
split, it doesn’t usually 
end well for the faction 
that appears to have 
stormed out. The ones 
who stay behind in the 
‘old’ party keep the bank 
accounts and the donor 
lists, and they also tend to 
look more mature, which 
can be a big political 
advantage in a turbulent 
time.

So the first priority 

for the sane wing of the 
Republicans must be to 
provoke a split as soon 
as possible – and make 
sure that it looks like it's 
the Trumpites who are 
to blame. That shouldn’t 
be hard to arrange with 
Donald Trump at the 
helm. It’s a risk, but genu-
ine conservatives have 
no future in a party that’s 
under Donald Trump’s 
thumb anyway. 

Wouldn’t that split the 
vote on the right? Yes, 
but it’s too late to worry 
about that. Maybe the 

Democrats will win again 
in the mid-term elections 
in 2022, but if the split 
happens soon the civil 
war could be over and the 
Republican Party rebuilt 
on a better foundation 
by 2024. There’s a good 
chance that Trump will be 
full gaga by then but still 
hanging on, which would 
certainly help the process 
along.

And what should we 
call Trump’s new party? 
I’d suggest the Monster 
Raving Loony Party, but 
the name’s already taken.

→FROM 8

DYER: Republicans will have to decide if they want
to appeal to more people, or stick with being Trump

ins, we’re pretty much 
addicted to our devices. 

Quite aside from 
the careless posting of 
information online and 
the perils of information 
culled by the social media 
sites – whose business 
is abusing your data and 
selling it to third parties 
such as advertisers – and, 
more nefariously, various 
government agencies, 
domestic and foreign, 
there’s the issue of just 
how much of our (theoreti-
cally) private lives is stored 
on our toys. 

→FROM 9

KANNON: Those who incessantly invade our privacy
and gather our data have nothing good in mind

In those once-up-
on-a-time days, phone 
conversations were pretty 
much always private. 
Sure, there were wiretaps, 
but the technology was 
messier, and the laws 
more protective. And 
those massive comput-
ers could be hacked, but 
that was a problem for 
governments and large 
institutions, as much of 
our lives was still analog. 
Today, there’s little reason 
to believe in privacy, and 
even less reason to think 
you’re largely-digital life is 
secure. 

If you’re active on social 
media, chances are you’re 
sharing too much infor-
mation. Part of that is 
your choice, and part of 
it involves that fact that 
you’re likely ignorant – 
blissfully or otherwise – of 
what’s being done with 
your personal informa-
tion, as informed consent 
is rare. 

More insidiously, it’s the 
data you don’t explicitly 
share that’s been gathered, 
analyzed and stored for 
posterity, the intent being 
nothing good for your or 
society as a whole.

“The advice we get from 
the chief medical officer, 
our local medical officers 
around the province in 
the different public health 
units, [in addition to] 
looking at what we’re able 
to do from a government 
perspective,” he enumer-
ated of what led to the 
reopening, noting safety 
concerns are a priority, 
whether that is “to put a 
little bit more money into 
the system – we’re in a 
position to be able to do 
that – looking at different 
ways that we can have 
rapid testing within the 
schools, asymptomatic 
testing… there’s been 
more capacity to be able 
to hire more staff as well 
as better supports for 
some of the online learn-
ing pieces as well where 
families of kids that don’t 
want to be in class are able 
to have a little bit better 
support now with the 
online learning factors. 
So, I think there was just 
a really good opportunity 
with the numbers aligning, 
numbers going down, local 

medical officers being on 
board, [and directive from] 
the chief medical officer. 
We’ve had Sick Kids and 
some of the major hospi-
tals saying ‘yes you know 
things look good we’re 
able to get back’ plus we’ve 
been able to now make 
some of those important 
investments and have 
them actually take effect.”

The government has 
made changes to the way 
things work in the class-
room like mandating 
masks, as well as invest-
ing funds to help school 
boards ensure they are 
able to keep up with the 
changes.

Students in Grades 1 
to 12 must wear masks or 
face coverings in schools, 
including in hallways 
and during classes, on 
school transportation and 
outdoors when physical 
distance cannot be main-
tained. 

The province recently 
announced it was making 
$381 million available to 
schools across the prov-
ince. Under the federal 
Safe Return to Class Fund, 

schools will be able to 
improve air quality and 
ventilation in schools, 
support online learning, 
promote student mental 
health, and hire additional 
staff.

The funding is part of a 
larger $1.6 billion pledged 
to protect students, 
school staff, and their 
families from COVID-
19. As of February 1, the 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board has received 
$35,664,455, while the 
Waterloo District Cath-
olic School Board got 
$14,094,270.

Moving forward through 
the rest of the school year, 
Harris says more infor-
mation will be coming 
regarding March Break. 
Last year, kids broke for 
the weeklong break and 
eventually did not return 
to schools until the fall. 

While there are whispers 
that March Break may be 
cancelled this year to keep 
kids in class and learn-
ing, Harris says there are 
many factors to take into 
consideration prior to that 
decision.

→FROM 1

IN-PERSON LEARNING: School boards receiving more 
money to implement safety protocols as students return
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AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

ArtsArts Local musician JP Sunga announced he’s 
been nominated for two Canadian Inde-
pendent Music Video Awards. The musi-
cian recently released his new single In My 
Bones, with a music video for the song out 
on Jan. 21. The song explores the themes of 
self-doubt and mustering up the strength to 
find confidence in oneself.

Nominations are open for the 2021 Sobey 
Art Award, aimed at contemporary Cana-
dian visual artists aged 40 and under. 
Jointly administered by the Sobey Art 
Foundation (SAF) and the National Gallery 
of Canada (NGC), the award celebrates 
the careers of emerging Canadian artists 
through financial support and recognition.
www.gallery.ca

Sunga up for awards Art awards now open

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
AND A HOST of other 
events have largely been 
on hold for the better part 
of a year. Online options 
have emerged in some 
instances, including a 
new youth-oriented talent 
show set for Monday.

Gaslight Events 
Company is launching 
its first-ever youth talent 
show in a virtual format to 
help bring some joy back 
to the lives of those in the 
region – and to help youth 
who may be struggling to 
adapt.

Dubbed the 110 Percent 
Youth Talent Festival, 
the event asked youth to 
participate by submitting 
a video of themselves 
performing a special skill, 
the videos will then be put 
together into an hour long 
show in time for Family 
Day on February 15.

Gaslight’s Christina 
Marshall says the goal was 
to help mitigate some of 
the loss felt – specifically 
by youth living in the 
region.

“This has been a really 
hard year, particularly on 
our youth, and we want 
to give them a stage or a 
voice, so to speak, to share 
their talents and also 
bring them together and 
let them know that they’re 
not alone going through 
this. We figured we have a 
beautiful, big event space 
that’s not being used – for 
obvious reasons, because 

of COVID, of course – [so] 
why not utilize the event 
capabilities so that we can 
do this virtual event with 
the hopes that it’s going to 
become a regular in-per-
son event for years to 
come,” said Marshall. 

“That’s basically where 
it came from, wanting to 
help and to bring aware-
ness to the mental health 
that our youth and our 
children are facing. We 
thought that was very 

Young artistic flair on display

→ TALENT SHOW 13

Christina Marshall, director of business development with Gaslight Events Company, is one of two 
hosts for the first-ever 110 Percent Youth Talent Festival.  Sean Heeger

important,” she explained.
“We all banded together 

and decided to bring forth 
the idea of a talent show 
to unify the teens and also 
show them that we’re here 
and we have their back, 
and that we’re proud. We 
know that they’re strug-
gling, but we want to make 
sure that they know that 
they have support.”

The show will be 
about an hour long and 
will feature two hosts 

throwing to almost 30 
submissions of pre-taped 
clips, submitted by teens 
between the ages of 14 and 
18. 

Marshall said anything 
creative and artistic will 
be on display during the 
show including magic, 
juggling, dancing, music, 
painting, photography 
and even writing.

The idea for the event 
emerged about three 

7668 8th Line Drayton 519-638-3457 cleanfieldservices.ca

Improve Planter Performance Where It Counts!
Bring In Your Seed Metering System To 

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

THE FORMAT HAS BEEN 
CHANGED in response to 
the times, but organizers 
will Bring on the Sunshine 
this weekend nonetheless. 
The annual festival will 
be going digital for its 11th 
year.

Typically a one-day, 
in-person event celebrat-
ing the sights, sounds and 
immense variety of cultures 
of Africa, the festival will be 
offered up online Sunday 
and Monday this long 
weekend.

Sisters Alice Penny and 
Jacqui Terry-Carroll, both 
Elmira residents, have 
helped organize Bring on 
the Sunshine’s annual festi-
val and their summertime 
Africa Camp for numerous 
years. 

The festival has expanded 
the six-hour-one-day event 
into a pair of three-hour 
sessions over two days, 
February 14 and 15. 

“It’s been a lot of learn-
ing for the team. But we 
actually have a really cool 
event platform that’s giving 
us lots of opportunities to 
build on the things that 
we’ve always done in the 
past,” said Terry-Carroll 
of the move to a virtual 
format.

The event has a wide 
variety of local and inter-
national talent, workshops, 
music, art and discussions. 
One new component that’s 

Bring on the 
Sunshine Festival 
is going digital

been built upon previous 
years’ traditions is the 
music stage, which will be 
streamed both on Facebook 
and YouTube. 

“We always have amazing 
local artists from the region. 
But this year, because we’re 
online, we’ve been able to 
add in some international 
artists as well,” she said.

Local musical perfor-
mances include Errol Black-
wood, eKhaya, and Sarah 
Thrawer, a Toronto-based 
Juno-nominated drummer 
originally from Tanzania.  

Another staple of the 
annual celebration that has 
made a smooth transition 
to digital is the vendor 
marketplace. 

“Every year at the live 
event, we always have a 
vendor’s marketplace, 
which is super popular. And 
of course, that’s challenging 
with COVID. But this year, 
the platform that we’re 
using, you’re able to have 
a vendor booth that gives 
you a FaceTime interaction 
with people who visit your 
booth. And then it’s got 
links to all of your social 
media and your website, all 
that kind of thing so that 
you can manage purchases, 
but also you can have like 
live conversations with 
people and demonstrations 
and that kind of stuff. So 
that’s like, pretty exciting. 
And I think anybody in the 
region actually has done 
anything like that, yet.”  

→ FESTIVAL 24

110 Percent Youth Talent Festival gives teens a platform to showcase their skills
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AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

BusinessBusiness Qualified self-employed Canadians who 
mistakenly received money from the Canada 
Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) 
program won’t have to repay it, the federal 
government announced this week. Those 
whose net self-employment income was 
less than $5,000 and who applied for the 
CERB are among those covered.

Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis 
announced federal funding of up to 
$559,285 to help Turkey Farmers of Ontario 
finalize and launch a new insurance prod-
uct to protect Ontario turkey producers from 
losses associated with outbreaks of avian 
influenza. Canada's turkey industry gener-
ates products worth $382.6 million, and up 
to $42.6 million in exports to 37 countries.

CERB issue resolved Funds for turkey farmers
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JOIN US FOR OUR FREE 
"RUNNING AND YOU" WEBINAR

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East

Hosted by our New Chiropractor, Dr. Rachel Goldsworthy
Wednesday February 17th at 4:30pm

Register by calling into our clinic or going to the "Resources" tab on our website.

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

TAKING AIM AT THE 
LARGE backlog of 
Waterloo Region resi-
dents waiting for afford-
able housing, Kindred 
Credit Union has made 
a $250,000 contribution 
to MennoHomes’ latest 
project, a 48-unit building 
in Kitchener.

Through its “A Place to 
Call Home” campaign, 
MennoHomes is looking 
to raise $5 million towards 
the $12.7 million devel-
opment on the former 
St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church site 
at Bridgeport Road and 
Lancaster Street. Eventu-
ally, the goal is to have 80 
units.

With more than 6,000 
households on the waiting 
list for affordable housing 
in the region, the need is 
great. Kindred’s partner-
ship with MennoHomes 
underscores the credit 
union’s ongoing support 
for the issue .

“Our goal is to create 
housing that people can 
afford, that means housing 
that costs less than 30 per 
cent of their household 
income so that people 

have sufficient funds for 
other necessities of life, 
such as nutritious food 
and proper clothing,” said 
Dan Drieger, executive 
director at MennoHomes.  

Kindred chief executive 
director Ian Thomas notes 
that the credit union’s 
contribution to the project 
is part of its charitable 
grants program.

“Our relationship 
around this area of safe 
and affordable housing 
extends beyond Menno-
Homes. We’ve looked at 
all types of housing and 
care, whether it was with 
organizations like House 
of Friendship or Reception 
House, where it’s with new 
Canadians coming to the 
region, if it’s emergency 
shelters, with some of the 
various charities through 
our Kindred charitable 
grants program. So, it’s 
really looking at all the 
different housing options 
and needs along that 
continuum with one of our 
core businesses, which is 
residential lending,” said 
Thomas.  

Kindred and Menno-
Homes have a long history, 
with the current partner-
ship bringing the relation-
ship to the next level, said 

In support of affordable housing in the region

Kindred CEO Ian Thomas and director of values integration Ben Janzen see the MennoHomes project as a good fit. Submitted

Kindred Credit Union provided $250K to MennoHomes' latest project at former church site in Kitchener

Ben Janzen, Kindred’s 
director of values integra-
tion. 

“Since MennoHomes 
began, we’ve been a good 
friend and partner along 
the way – they’re coming 
up to 20 years of being 
in existence. Kindred 
has always been a friend 
of the organization and 
supported other projects 
along the way. And so, a 
couple of years ago, when 
they were starting to get 

some momentum in this 
project ... we started to talk 
to them about what was 
going to be needed for it 
to come about,” Janzen 
explained. “We said this 
seems like a really good 
opportunity not just for 
us to support a project in 
general, but for us to step 
out and get more invested 
in what affordable housing 
looks like.” 

The $250,000 contri-
bution goes toward the 

$5-million community 
fundraising drive, which 
will augment $4.6 million 
in government funding 
and $3.1 million in mort-
gage financing for the 
project.

“Kindred’s purpose 
is cooperative banking 
that connects values 
and faith with finances, 
inspiring peaceful, just, 
and prosperous commu-
nities. And we believe 
that, first of all, this proj-

ect is just one example or 
personification of how 
we live our purpose every 
day,” said Thomas of the 
credit union’s participa-
tion. 

Other groups involved 
in the project include 
St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Parents 
for Community Living, 
Mennonite Coalition for 
Refugee Support (MCRS), 
and Thresholds Homes 
and Supports.

Momentum is build-
ing for a compre-

hensive national mental 
health program specifi-
cally for Canadian farm-
ers. It’s taken some five 
years, but the spotlight 
on farmers’ mental health 
issues seems to finally be 
switched on.

This story began in the 

middle of the last decade, 
when University of Guelph 
veterinary medicine profes-
sor Andria Jones-Bitton 
started quantifying the 
extent of farmers’ mental 
health issues. 

Through her research, 
she showed mental health 
problems were signifi-
cantly more prevalent 

among farmers, compared 
to the rest of us. 

Stress, anxiety, depres-
sion and burnout were all 
higher with farmers than 
with the general popu-
lation. Difficult working 
conditions, such as isola-
tion, bad weather, trade 
imbalances, plant and 
animal disease and finan-

cial pressure were among 
the catalysts for farmers’ 
mental health woes.

Unfortunately, some of 
those issues may never go →ROBERTS 14

Farmers need mental health services just for them

away. 
But Jones-Bitton’s find-

ings sparked a fire. They 
got people talking. And 
the ball started rolling.

One of the most prom-
inent developments that 
ensued was the creation of 
the Do More Agriculture 
Foundation, a grassroots, 
non-profit organization 

focused on mental health 
in agriculture.

Since 2017, it’s taken a 
lead in raising the prob-
lem’s profile. It’s champi-
oned two major awareness 
campaigns, delivered 
mental health education 
to more than 900 produc-
ers and developed its own 
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Calling small business owners
COVID-19 support could be available to you.

• Grants of up to $20,000 through the Ontario
Small Business Support Grant

• Up to $1,000 in support for purchasing PPE
through Ontario's Main Street Relief Grant

• Rebates for property tax and energy costs

We’re working to ensure small businesses 
can keep employing people and serving 
their communities now and when COVID-19 
is behind us.

Visit ontario.ca/COVIDsupport to apply

Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario 

Fitness - Music - STEM - Mindfulness Activities - Entertainment 
Science Experiments - Magic Show and more!

All content offered are from community partners, local entertainers, and program providers. 
Videos will be viewable on Family Day, Monday February 15th starting at 8:00 am on Youtube.

Subscribe to the Family Day Youtube Channel: RuralWR Townships - Family Day 

VIRTUAL EVENT

Kyle Priestley of Gaslight Events Company will be co-hosting the talent show on Feb. 15. Sean Heeger

TALENT SHOW: Giving kids a chance to strut their stuff

weeks ago and was put 
together very quickly, 
she said. Youth had until 
January 29 to submit 
videos of themselves 
performing their talents, 
and they got the word out 
by reaching out to student 
bodies across the region.

While there will be no 
voting for a favourite act, 
nor will there be prizes 
for the most talented, 
Marshall says they still 
wanted to have a “greater 
community aspect” by 
asking viewers to donate 
to local charities that deal 
with youth.

“This is just more so 
for the glories of coming 
together and putting on a 
show. There are, however, 
opportunities for viewers 
to donate to three local 
charities, because we 
wanted to make sure that 
there was still some sort 
of greater community 
aspect with the show. So, 
viewers have the chance 
to donate any denomina-
tion of money. It would 
be divided up amongst 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Waterloo Region, 
Kinbridge [Community 
Association] and KidsAbil-
ity and we picked those 

three charities specifically 
for the fact that they all 
deal with kids,” Marshall 
added. 

She says because of the 
overwhelming interest of 
teens who were not able to 
make their submissions in 
time for this round, they 
are already accepting for 
the next festival, which 
should be taking place this 
summer.

The show will be 
streamed on February 15. 
Those interested in watch-
ing can view the show or 
donate to these charities 
by visiting the talent festi-
val website at 110fest.ca.

→FROM 11
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Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

I am groundwater and 
I’m worth protecting.

I’m your drinking water.
What you put on the ground can be harmful to me.

Limit the use of salt and ice melter:

Help keep salt out of groundwater. Learn how at 
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/groundwater

Add traction when 
needed with sand

Shovel or plow 
the snow first

Break up ice with a 
steel ice chopper

I ♥ my local
newspaper.

Georgina McCormick (10) and Atticus McCormick (8) in their colourful snow castle made with the 
help of their big sister Mary Ellen outside of Wellesley. Submitted

2021

Madison Heldmann (10) having fun with 
Nellie on top of a big snow hill in Elmira. 
Submitted

ↆ F U N  I N  T H E  S N O W

mental health seminar 
dedicated specifically to 
agriculture.

By the foundation’s own 
admission though, not 
much has changed. Statis-
tics documenting mental 
health issues’ prevalence 
remain about the same. 

However, the other 
significant development 
over the past year is of 
course the COVID-19 
pandemic. When store 
shelves started empty-
ing, the public suddenly 
became aware that 
we need a secure food 
system… and that it all 
begins with farmers. We 
need them healthy, in 
body and mind.

That understanding 
may be what carries a new 
proposal being promoted 
at the highest levels by 
Do More Agriculture: that 
is, the creation of a free, 
24/7, nationwide mental 
health service tailored to 
the agriculture industry’s 
needs, and not limited by 
broadband access.

Throughout 2020, the 
foundation worked with 
an international mental 

health service provider to 
develop a vision for the 
service. Among its hall-
marks are ag-savvy coun-
sellors who understand 
farmers’ specific issues. 
They would be required 
to complete a three-phase 
agricultural literacy 
program, so they can talk 
the talk and walk the walk.

The foundation calls 
the proposed service 
“robust.”Others will call it 
a meaningful response to 
several significant studies, 
efforts and calls to action for 
mental health services that 
evolved from Jones-Bitton’s 
initial research. 

Among them is the 
federal Report of the 
Standing Committee on 
Agriculture and Agri-
Food’s “Mental Health: A 
Priority For Our Farmers,” 
and Farm Management 
Canada’s award-winning 
“Healthy Minds, Healthy 
Farmers” report. 

The standing committee 
recommended that the 
Government of Canada, 
in cooperation with its 
provincial and territorial 
counterparts, fund the 
activities of recognized 

and accredited organiza-
tions that provide mental 
health assistance to farm-
ers and their families.

To that end, the foun-
dation is now leading a 
letter-writing campaign, 
asking Canadians to contact 
their elected representa-
tives and show support for 
such a national program.

It doesn’t want to 
replace the limited 
programs that have sprung 
up over the past few years; 
rather, it wants funding 
in place to help them, and 
get the round-the-clock 
service going as well.

There could hardly 
be a more timely initia-
tive. Spring is coming 
(honestly, it is) and before 
long farmers will be back 
in their fields, facing many 
of the same chronic issues 
that have eaten away at 
them for years.

Approaching this, might 
it lighten farmers’ load 
to know the wheels are 
in motion to help them 
through mental health chal-
lenges like never before? 

I say yes. 
I support this service 

and I hope you do too.

ROBERTS: A push to deal with mental health issues
→FROM 12
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Discover our local businesses | discover.observerxtra.com

Thank you from all 
of us (large and 

small) here at 
Bonnie’s Chick 
Hatchery Ltd. 

519-669-2561
18 Arthur St. N., Elmira

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA
519-503-2753 

leonmartin@remax.net

Thank 
you!

5 FORWELL ROAD
AT VICTORIA ST., N., KITCHENER

(519)745-3250
www.bfdrona.com

Order online at rona.ca
Curbside Pickup/ Delivery 

only during lockdown

20+ years in business

JULIANE SHANTZ
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

www.earandhearingclinic.com
519-669-4425

69 Arthur St. S. Elmira ON

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR 

 Custom Machining & Repairs Custom Machining & Repairs

& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 
INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER
519.669.2198

126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira
www.rytechmachine.ca

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
ESSENTIAL TRANSPORTATION

519-664-3414
info@wkdahm.com

Thank you!

ALWAYS IN TOUCH.

Shipping Made Easy.
For All Your Transporation Needs.

Between Canada & USA
√ FLATBED/VAN √ EXPEDITE/LTL/TL

3585 LOBSINGER LINE, ST. CLEMENTS
 519.699.5018 | 1.800.266.2671

rgingrich@dti-logistics.com

Shipping Done Better Because We Care.

FrontlineWorkers.

to

Thank you for keeping us safe.

This message is brought to you by these community-minded businesses.

Stay Safe.
Stay Strong.

Our 
Thanks



THE OBSERVER | Thursday, February 11, 2021 | 16

Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

IS HIRING IMMEDIATELY FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITION:

CONSTRUCTION
WORKER  

Please call for more information 519-669-1300
or submit your resume directly to: recruiting@horstsystems.com

3 Industrial Drive, Elmira, ON N3B 2S1

SALESPERSON 
REQUIRED

Bauman Manufacturing, in Elmira 
Ontario, is a manufacturer and 
distributor of agricultural, horticul-
tural and ice management products 
and parts. Bauman's customer base 
is located throughout Canada and 
the USA. We presently have a 
position open in our sales / 
customer service department.

The successful candidate will be 
responsible for maintaining and 
servicing existing accounts as well 
as soliciting new business. This is 
an inside sales position. Strong 
organizational skills, an attention to 
detail and time management capa-
bilities are vital to this position.

Experience in agricultural sales, 
parts or service would be an asset.  
The applicant will need to repre-
sent the company in a professional 
manner, as travelling to visit 
customers and attending trade 
shows may be required.   

Bauman Manufacturing offers an 
excellent work environment, com-
petitive wages, full time hours and 
an exceptional benefit  package. 

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR RESUME TO:

sales@baumanmfg.com

3 Industrial Drive, Elmira, ON N3B 2S1

SHIPPING/RECEIVING 
ASSISTANT

Bauman Manufacturing, in Elmira 
Ontario, is a manufacturer and 
distributor of agricultural, horticul-
tural and ice management prod-
ucts and parts. Bauman's customer
base is located throughout Canada 
and the USA. We presently have a 
position open in our shipping/
receiving department.

The successful candidate will be 
responsible for picking and pack-
aging products for shipment, 
receiving, checking, and unpack-
ing incoming shipments, operating 
forklifts, managing parts of inven-
tory, and working in adherence to 
all health and safety policies.

Applicant must have at least three 
years experience in a shipping/
receiving environment and be able 
to work independently. Attention 
to detail is a must.

Bauman Manufacturing offers an 
excellent work environment, com-
petitive wages, full time hours and 
an exceptional benefit package.  

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR RESUME TO:

resumes@baumanmfg.com

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

Industrial Spray Painter
2-3 Years of Experience

Knowledge of:
•         Electrostatic Air Assisted Airless
•         Conventional Pot Gun
•         Mix and Thin Paint
•         Prepare Equipment for Painting
•         Neat Workmanship
•         Clean & Maintain Paint 
 Equipment & Booth
•         Material Handling
•         Operation of Forklift
•         Operation of Overhead Crane

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility?

Then you should 
be working for us.

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

   519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: cHare@mgmill.com

Help Wanted

2065 Floradale Rd. RR1 Elmira.

Earildale is a meat processing facility 
that produces a wide variety of quality 
fresh and smoked meat products 
for onsite retail and distribution to 
the private retail sector across South-
ern Ontario. 

We are currently seeking a lead hand 
for our sausage room and general 
meat plant work. Duties include a 
combination of physical work and 
managing/over seeing production. 

A good understanding of meat 
processing and proteins an asset, but 
will consider all qualified applicants. 
This position is full time with a very 
competitive industry wage to the 
successful applicant.

APPLY IN PERSON AT:

OR CALL: 
519-669-2300

Help WantedHelp Wanted
DRAYTON MASSAGE 
THERAPY AND OSTE-
opathy is hiring! We are 
looking to hire a RMT to 
cover a minimum of 2 
shifts/week. These are 
2 full days guaranteed 
clients with room to 
grow. We are looking 
for someone to start 
immediately. We offer 
an above average split, 
as well as the oppor-
tunity to be self-em-
ployed. All linens, oils 
and table are already 
provided. Laundry is 
onsite. Please contact 
Lisa at 519-504-8004 
or reply to this for more.

For Sale
MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

SOLID OAK KITCHEN 
SUITE, ROUND TABLE, 
one leaf, 4 chairs 
$250. 5 piece Gibbard 
bedroom suite, twin 
beds, night stand, 
d re sse r,  m i r ro r, 
mattresses $500. 
All items like new. 
519-746-2093.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
UNWANTED GUNS??? 
PROPERLY LICENCED 
Buyer. Guns, Cabinets, 
Militaria. Handguns, 
705-795-7516

Automotive
2007 CHEVROLET 
EXPRESS 15 PASSEN-
ger Van, Loaded 
214,000km, excellent 
condition. Call Paul at 
519-897-2591. Asking 
$10,990.

Personals
LOOKING FOR SASHA 
FROM THE KW AREA. 
You have three jeeps 
here. Please contact Al 
at 519-648-3320.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Coming 
Events

B I G  B A U M A N 
R E U N I O N .  T H E 
reunion commit-
tee advises that the 
September 2021 
reunion has been 
postponed until further 
notice. For future notifi-
cations please provide 
you email address to: 
BigBaumanReunion@
gmail.com

1% 
Local
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Help Wanted

know how to weld.

be comfortable working at heights; and

have ag construction experience;

Career position 
for an established or aspiring 

CONSTRUCTION FOREMAN  
at our branch in Winchester, ON.

This is a full-time, year-round 
opportunity. The right candidate will:
• have ag construction experience;
• know how to manage a team;
• be able to assemble and erect a grain 

elevator; and
• know how to weld.

Experience building grain bins and/
or pouring concrete will also be 
considered strong assets. 

Please apply at 
recruiting@horstsystems.com or call 
613-774-1300 for more information.

Career position 
for an established or aspiring 

CONSTRUCTION FOREMAN  
at our branch in Winchester, ON.

This is a full-time, year-round 
opportunity. The right candidate will:
• have ag construction experience;
• know how to manage a team;
• be able to assemble and erect a grain 

elevator; and
• know how to weld.

Experience building grain bins and/
or pouring concrete will also be 
considered strong assets. 

Please apply at 
recruiting@horstsystems.com  or call 
519-669-1300 for more information.

Career position 
for an established or aspiring 

CONSTRUCTION FOREMAN
at our branch in Winchester, ON.

This is a full-time, year-round 
opportunity. The right candidate will:
• have ag construction experience;
• know how to manage a team;
• be able to assemble and erect a grain 

elevator; and
• know how to weld.

Experience building grain bins and/
or pouring concrete will also be 

Career position 
for an established or aspiring 

CONSTRUCTION FOREMAN  
at our branch in Winchester, ON.

This is a full-time, year-round 
opportunity. The right candidate will:
• have ag construction experience;
• know how to manage a team;
• be able to assemble and erect a grain 

elevator; and
• know how to weld.

Experience building grain bins and/
or pouring concrete will also be 
considered strong assets. 

Please apply at 
recruiting@horstsystems.com  or call 
613-774-1300 for more information.

WE’RE HIRING!
Career position 

for an established or aspiring 

at our branch in Elmira, ON.

• 

•

•

SERVICE FOREMAN

Please apply at

Experience in servicing, repairing or 
maintaining ag equipment will also 
be considered an asset.

WE’RE HIRING!

This is a full-time, year-round opportunity. 
The right candidate will:

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce 
The Township offi ce is closed to walk-in public traffi c until provincial orders allow for this facility 
to reopen.  Business will continue and services can be accessed through our website, by email or 
by telephone.  Appointments can be made if deemed critical. There is a drop box located at the side 
of our building along Maple Street, which offers a contactless option for dropping off payments, 
building permits or documents. We will be accepting water samples for drop off weekly on Tuesdays.
For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. For health 
information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

To view current media releases or to stay informed the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
www.Woolwich.ca/COVID19 

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
The Township of Woolwich recreation facilities are closed and all rentals and programs within these facilities are 
cancelled pending provincial regulations.  

Residents are encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying our many parks and trails or visiting our 
website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, virtual fi tness and other activities to keep you engaged this winter.

Woolwich Seniors Association:  Older Adults 55+ are encouraged to stay active and connected from home.  Free, 
virtual programs, such as, Bone Fit, The Great Brain Workout, Coffee Social Speaker Series, Health and Wellness 
Workshops, and Trivia, are offered.  Check the website for updates at www.woolwichseniors.ca or email contact@
woolwichseniors.ca.

Family Day Virtual Event 
The 4 Townships in Waterloo Region are hosting a virtual event for your family to enjoy from the comfort of your 
home.  Hosted on a YouTube channel, the day’s events will include pre-recorded videos of activities and programs 
for families of all ages. Fitness, music, STEM and mindfulness activities, entertainment, and more will round 
out the YouTube channel. All content offered will be from community partners, local entertainers, and program 
providers. For more information, follow your local Township on social media or visit their website.

Local Business Resources  
Ontario’s $20,000 small business grant is open for applications and can be accessed online at www.ontario.
ca/page/businesses-get-help-covid-19-costs. For Federal COVID-19 support programs, visit www.canada.ca/en/
department-fi nance/economic-response-plan.html#businesses. 

Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business!  For more information about government 
programs and other business supports call 519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. Children under fi ve and 
people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be kind to those unable to wear a face 
covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
The COVID-19 vaccines work with your body’s natural defense to build protection. 

• COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective.

• These vaccines have undergone rigorous reviews by Health Canada.

• Vaccination is a safe way to help prevent COVID-19 and is an important tool to help stop the pandemic. 

Learn more about the vaccines: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/COVID19vaccine 

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E 

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

$569,900$569,900

Pristine 1350 sqft, freehold townhome located on a sought 
after street in inviting Elmira.  Main floor offers an open 
concept floor plan that is emphasized by its airy 9 foot 
ceilings and spacious eat-in kitchen/living room layout. The 
2 piece bathroom and large front closet help make a 
complete living space. 2nd floor offers 3 bedrooms including 
a master with an ensuite and walk-in closet and a super 
convenient laundry area.  The basement is nicely finished 
with a bathroom rough in, yard is fully fenced with a deck 
and the garage is oversized…bonus!!! Situated in a central 
area of Elmira, all amenities are walking distance including 
the Rec Centre, schools and downtown. All appliances, 
including a stove & Washer purchased in 2018 and brand 
new water softener, are included in the sale.

ceilings and spacious eat-in kitchen/living room layout. The 
2 piece bathroom and large front closet help make a 
complete living space. 2nd floor offers 3 bedrooms including 
a master with an ensuite and walk-in closet and a super 
convenient laundry area.  The basement is nicely finished 
with a bathroom rough in, yard is fully fenced with a deck 

2 piece bathroom and large front closet help make a 
complete living space. 2nd floor offers 3 bedrooms including 

with a bathroom rough in, yard is fully fenced with a deck 
and the garage is oversized…bonus!!! Situated in a central 
area of Elmira, all amenities are walking distance including 

2 piece bathroom and large front closet help make a 
complete living space. 2nd floor offers 3 bedrooms including 
a master with an ensuite and walk-in closet and a super 
convenient laundry area.  The basement is nicely finished 
with a bathroom rough in, yard is fully fenced with a deck 
and the garage is oversized…bonus!!! Situated in a central 

SOLD

Solutions for this week's puzzles.

 Research the 
company 
beforehand

 Be 5 minutes 
early

 Bring copies of 
your resume

 Ask ques-
tions – Show 
enthusiasm 

 Turn your cell 
phone off

Job Interview 
Tips

THINGS TO DO

THINGS NOT TO DO

 Answer your 
cell phone – 
Or have noti-
fications on 

 Lie
 Dress inap-

propriately 
 Be late
 Use slang
 Complain 

about past 
employers 

 Forget 
personal 
hygiene 

 Bring food, 
drink or 
chew gum 

 Ask ques-
tions about 
benefits, 
vacation, drug 
tests, raises, 
background 
checks, etc. 

Local. Independent. Always.
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
ESSENTIAL TRANSPORTATION

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 
SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003
taylortax@rogers.com

Celebrating 10 Years of Service

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

Reach local 
people at the 
right time 
every week.
15,000 Observers are delivered to 
homes in Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Waterloo. 
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out 
how your business can book this space.
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Martin: Mr. George R
George R Martin, born December 
13th, 1929, died peacefully at home 
on February 3rd, 2021.

Predeceased by his wife Veronica 
(Gingrich) in 2015.

Leaves to mourn 2 daughters, Barbara 
(Joseph) Hoover of RR#1 Wroxeter 
and Salome (Ezra) Brubacher of RR#1 
Wingham. 

Survived by 15 grandchildren and 2 
great grandchildren.

Private interment to took place at 
Wroxeter Orthodox Mennonite 
Cemetery on Saturday, February  
6th, 2021.

 ❖ www.riversidefuneralhome.ca

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Obituary 

Martin, Willis
Passed away peacefully on Saturday, 
February 6, 2021 at the Freeport 
Campus of Grand River Hospital at 
the age of 84. Beloved husband of 
Eva (Bauman) Martin of St. Jacobs 
for over 59 years. Loved father of 
Greg Martin (Yvette) of St. Jacobs, 
and Heather Martin of Duncan, BC. 
Proud grandpa of Hailey and Joshua 
Martin. Dear brother of Vera, Lorna, 
and Curt (Ruth) and brother-in-law 
to Eileen. Predeceased by his parents 
Elam Martin, Elvina (Lichty) and 
Albert Hare, brother Vernon, sister 
Mabel, brothers-in-law Willis, Floyd 
and Lewis. Willis was a longtime 
member of St. Jacobs Mennonite 
Church, the Elmira Golf Club, and the 
St. Jacobs Oldtimers Hockey League. 
Memorial visitation will be held on 
Friday, February 12, 2021 from 1 to 5 
p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. Please call 
the funeral home at 519-669-2207 to 
register your attendance. Masks are 
mandatory, please remain in your 
vehicles until an attendant invites 
you in. Private service will be held 
on Saturday, February 13, 2021 at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, and will be 
livestreamed at 2 p.m. to Willis’ tribute 
page of the funeral home website. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations to 
St. Jacobs Mennonite Church, Heart 
and Stroke Foundation, or MCC would 
be appreciated. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Bauman, Elsie
Peacefully passed away on Friday, 
February 5, 2021 at Derbecker’s 
Heritage House, St. Jacobs. Elsie 
(Martin) Bauman in her 92nd year, 
formerly of RR 2, Drayton. Beloved 
wife of the late William Bauman 
(February 3, 2019). Dear mother of 
Erla and Richard Weber of West 
Montrose, Agnes and Murray Bauman 
of Drayton, Doris and Elmer Frey of 
Drayton, Fern and Stephen Martin 
of Elmira. Lovingly remembered 
by 14 grandchildren and 24 great-
grandchildren. Sister of Leona and 
Isaac Brubacher, and Lloyd and 
Brenda Martin. Sister-in-law of Luella 
Martin, Phyllis Martin, and Lorraine 
Martin. Predeceased by her parents 
Lincoln and Elvina (Shoemaker) 
Martin, brothers Elmer, Milford, 
Willard, and sisters Beatrice Martin, 
and Mildred (Elo) Bowman, and one 
great-grandson. A drive past viewing 
was held on Sunday, February 7, 2021 
at the home of Elmer and Doris Frey. 
A private family service was held 
on Monday, February 8, 2021 at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 
Private burial and service followed at 
Goshen Mennonite Meeting House. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary Obituary 

Walter Kieffer 

— DAD —
Nothing can ever take away 
The love a heart holds dear.

Fond memories linger every day,
Remembrance keeps him near. 

Feb. 11, 2008

Love your 
Daughter and Son In Law,  

granddaughters and  
great grandsons

In Memoriam

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Trusted local news for twenty-five years.
Real news. Real reporting. Real local. Real readership — thanks for your loyalty to The Observer.

LUCKHARDT, ROBERT CONRAD (BOB) - PASSED 
AWAY PEACEFULLY ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 
2021 at Knollcrest Lodge, Milverton just seven 
days shy of his 91st birthday.

MARTIN, EDMUND B. - MAY 4, 1941 - FEBRUARY 
7, 2021 EDMUND MARTIN OF HARRISTON 
peacefully passed away at his home on Sunday, 
February 7, 2021, in his 80th year.

Death Notice

Arthur (Babe) Moise Therriault 
It is with great sadness and a heavy heart we 
announce the peaceful passing of Arthur 
(Babe) Moise Therriault on February 
9th, 2021 at the Chartwell Retirement 
Home in Elmira. He is predeceased by 
his cherished wife Victoria of 61 years 
(deceased 2011), his brothers Henry 
(Thelma) and Richard (Joan/ Dorothy) 
and his sister Margaret (Jack Grant) and 
his Great Grandson Bryson (Brown). He 
is survived by his only daughter Brenda 
(Dave May), two granddaughters Pamela 
(Howard Brown) and Shannon (Brian Parr) 
and four wonderful great grandchildren 
Riley, Cameron, Jordyn and Katie. Babe 
was born in Chapleau Ontario on November 
11th, 2023 and lived a very complete and 
exciting life as was highlighted in a book 
he authored, The Life and Times of Arthur 
(Babe) Therriault. Whether it was walking 2 
miles to school during a snow storm during 
a cold Northern Ontario winter, riding 
freight  trains to western Canada in the  
1930s at the young age 13 years, pursing a 
very successful boxing career where he was 
awarded many trophies, entering World 
War Two in the Navy when he was underage 
at 17, or operating his BP Service station 
and his Oil Plant for many years. It did not 
matter the weather or time of night, when 
someone in need called Babe for heating oil, 
he always responded and with the cheerful 
smile. At age 47 he and his wife made a 
move to Waterloo to be near their only 
daughter and her family where he worked 
for the City of Waterloo for 18 years. Babe 
can best be remembered in his senior years 
as a master Swedish Weaver on Monk Cloth 
where he made over 30 afghans for family 
and friends. Babe was a devout Catholic 
who seldom missed Sunday Mass and often 
read the bible. He was a dedicated Legion 
Member since the late 1940s and could 
always be seen celebrating November 11th 
at  the local Legion and cenotaph right up 
to the age of 96. No matter how inclement 
the weather Babe could be seen standing 
proudly in his Legion blazer displaying his 
WW2 medals. Much gratitude and thanks to 
the amazing staff of Chartwell Retirement 
Home in Elmira, Christine and Mia from 
LLHIN and the Home Care Partners and 
Palliative Care Team. Arthur has been 
cremated and a Celebration of Life will 
beheld at a later date when the family can 
safely get together.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here United Way Waterloo Region Communi-
ties (UWWRC) announced this week that 
it distributed $4,600,753.55 to 129 local 
agencies and programs in Waterloo Region 
in 2020. Funds distributed through UWWRC 
include donations via the COVID-19 Commu-
nity Fund, which was created in March 2020 
to respond to immediate community needs 
related to the pandemic.

Drayton and Rothsay are among the commu-
nities targeted for high-speed internet with 
$2.2 million in federal funding announced 
this week. Three projects will connect 
310 underserved households. Mornington 
Communications Co-operative is one of the 
companies involved.

United Way's $4.6 million Boosting internet speed

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Mackenzie
Mackenzie is our offi ce administrator and has been 
with  us for 4 years. 
She is planning to be married this month. Mackenzie 
enjoys spending time outdoors and being with family 
and friends.  

Some of the quilt blocks organizer Brenda Reid has received for the From Behind the Mask project capturing images from these pandemic-related times. Submitted

Patching together our collective view of pandemic life
Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

ART REFLECTS LIFE. 
RIGHT NOW, life goes 
through the coronavirus 
filter, a reality reflected in 
From Behind the Mask, a 
quilting project that looks 
to gather a collective take 
on the pandemic.

Launched in October, 
the project is document-
ing the lives of people 
in the region during the 
pandemic, showing how 
we have all been affected 
by the virus, lockdown, 
and reduced socializa-
tion. The goal is to create 
a quilt block depicting 
one’s challenges, a piece 
that will be joined with 
others into the shape of 
a homemade mask to 
be put on display at the 
Homer Watson House and 
Gallery.  

Brenda Reid came up 
with the idea for a “quilt 
of experience” over the 

summer.
“I’m a masters of archi-

tecture student and I’m 
doing a thesis on care and 
architecture. And along 
the way, I looked at quilts 
as an artifact of care. With 
the pandemic going on, 
and looking at other sorts 
of community quilt proj-
ects at the time, I thought 
about what it could be like 
to make a COVID commu-
nity quilt,” she explained.

“Everyone has an 
opportunity to author one 
of the blocks. The prompt 
for the block is ‘what has 
changed the most for 
you during COVID-19?’ 
People can interpret that a 
number of different ways. 
We’ve had funny blocks, 
sad, very sad blocks, 
pensive – whether it’s 
illustrating a long period 
of time, or just one event, 
people can sort of do 
whatever they want to,” 
said Reid, noting her own 
block, which she recently 

finished, is an abstract 
piece representing time 
and uncertainty.  

It’s a project that’s open 
to everyone, as Reid notes 
her own quilting skills 
were rather limited. 

“I learned a little bit 
from my mom when I 
was much younger. And 
she learned from my 
dad’s mom – she taught 
her quilting when we 
were very young kids. 
So it’s sort of a little bit 
passed on, and she’s been 
helping – she helped me 
with figuring out how this 
quilt would go together 
a little bit different and 
the structure – and then 
amping up my sewing 
skills over the course of 
multiple lockdowns,” Reid 
explained of jumping back 
into the fray.  

Since launching the 
project, Reid says the 
response has been great. 
“I’ve not only received a 
lot of messages, [but] have 

From Behind the Mask quilting project looking for quilt blocks that reflect individual takes on the COVID-19 experience
a pretty busy Instagram 
profile that I keep going, 
getting to talk to actual 
people. I do everything 
online and through other 
organizations because of 
the pandemic –  it’s been 
really nice to actually hear 
from people,” she said.

“Some people have 
been slipping in a card 
or a note into the kit that 
they submit, so I get to 
hear from people. I’ve 
put out over 1,000 kits 
to the public, so people 
definitely are picking 
them up. I think things are 
getting exciting, espe-
cially now that we have an 
exhibition planned.”   

An exhibition wasn’t 
originally part of Reid’s 
vision for the project, 
but she’s embraced the 
concept.

“I think they found me 
through Instagram. And 
they actually reached out 
to see about showing part 
of the quilt, or the quilt at 

a certain period of time. I 
believe they had a cancel-
lation due to COVID in 
their exhibition schedule, 
and it sort of just worked 
out really well timing wise 
for this project, that we 
get to show it there this 
summer,” she said of the 
collaboration with the 
Homer Watson House and 
Gallery.

From Behind the Mask: 
A Community of COVID-
19 Stories is targeted to 
those living, working and 
attending school through-
out the region, but Reid has 
expanded those bound-
aries: “If you self-identify 
as part of the community, 
you’re welcome to submit 
a block.”  

She opted to expand 
the area after receiving 
requests from all over the 
country.

The project also caught 
the attention of the Water-
loo Arts Fund, which last 
month awarded $5,000 to 

help cover the cost of ship-
ping supplies, the exhibi-
tion and other expenses. 

The final day to submit 
patches is April 30, but 
Reid encourages people 
to send them sooner if 
they can, adding she looks 
forward to seeing the kits 
she’s sent out come back 
her way.

As blocks are received, 
digital images are being 
uploaded to the webpage 
of the project into a ‘digital 
quilt.’ 

“We’re hoping to start 
putting up some quilt 
segments in different 
locations. So hopefully 
that will also encourage 
people to submit them 
early and get theirs out in 
the public sooner.”

To learn more infor-
mation about the project, 
visit frombehindthe-
mask-quilt.com or follow 
the project’s Instagram 
account for more recent 
updates. 
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ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Swap the protein but 
keep the appeal of 

this rustic dish 

The modern-day 
Italian American 

version of cacciatore 
typically contains bone-in 
chicken pieces in a 
garlicky, wine-enhanced 
tomato sauce studded 
with onions, peppers and 
mushrooms. For a fresh 
revamp, we decided to 
use bone-in pork chops 

that had just enough fat to 
work well when braised. 
The bone adds flavour, 
and using bone-in chops 
honours the spirit and 
tradition of the dish.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Pork Cacciatore
▢ 4 (8- to 10-ounce) 
bone-in pork loin 
chops, 3⁄4 to 1 inch thick, 
trimmed

▢ 2 1⁄2 teaspoons table 
salt, divided

▢ 2 teaspoons pepper

▢ 1⁄2 cup all-purpose 
flour

▢ 1⁄4 cup extra-virgin 
olive oil

▢ 8 ounces cremini 
mushrooms, trimmed 
and quartered

▢ 1 red bell pepper, 
stemmed, seeded, and 

chopped

▢ 1 onion, chopped (1 
cup)

▢ 6 garlic cloves, sliced 
thin

▢ 3 sprigs fresh rose-
mary

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon red 
pepper flakes

▢ 1⁄2 cup dry white wine

▢ 1 1⁄2 cups canned 
crushed tomatoes

▢ 2 tablespoons 
chopped fresh parsley

1. Pat chops dry with 
paper towels. Sprinkle 
with 2 teaspoons salt 
and pepper. Place 
flour in a shallow dish. 
Working with 1 chop 
at a time, dredge 
in flour, shaking off 
excess; transfer chops 
to a baking sheet.

2. Heat oil in a 12-inch 
skillet over medi-
um-high heat until 
just smoking. Add 
chops and cook 
until browned, 3 to 
5 minutes per side. 
Let excess oil drip 
from chops, then 
return chops to the 
baking sheet.

3. Add mushrooms, 
pepper, onion, garlic, 
rosemary sprigs, 
pepper flakes and 
remaining 1⁄2 teaspoon 
salt to the oil left in the 
skillet. Cook until vege-
tables are just soft-
ened, about 5 minutes, 
stirring occasionally.

4. Stir in wine and cook 
until nearly evapo-
rated, 3 to 5 minutes. 
Add tomatoes and 
bring to a simmer. 
Reduce heat to low and 
cook for 5 minutes.

5. Nestle chops into 
sauce and cook until 
chops register 140 
degrees, about 10 
minutes, flipping half-
way through cooking.

6. Transfer chops 
to a platter. Discard 
rosemary sprigs, then 
spoon sauce over 
chops. Sprinkle with 
parsley and serve

Recipe notes
  - White mushrooms 
can be substituted for 
the cremini.
- One 28-ounce can 
of crushed tomatoes 
will yield more than 
enough for this recipe.  
- Serve with crusty 
bread, if desired.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Wool-
wich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

Access  is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of 

             Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.    Woolwich Community Services
3.    Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND: 
RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL NEEDS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12
▢ Chicken Parmesan Dinner by the Elmira Legion from 
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. for pick up, $15/person. Chicken 
Parmesan with rice, salad, roll and dessert. Take out 
only. Call Robin Hiebert 519-897-1618 to order.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16
▢ Internet Privacy and Safetly education virtually 
using Zoom. Join Woolwich Community Health 
Centre & Constable Cassidy at 6:30 p.m. to learn 
how to protect yourself from internet fraud & scams, 
what to do if you are a victim of cyber fraud & how to 
use the internet safely. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca 
for your Zoom invite.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3
▢ Enhancing your Immune System through Food. 
Join Woolwich Community Health Centre virtually at 
6:30 p.m, using Zoom, to learn how to eat healthy to 
keep your immune system strong, grocery shopping 
tips to keep you safe & healthy, how to use pantry 
items to make nutritious meals. Email gberihun@
wchc.on.ca for your Zoom invite. scams, what to do 
if you are a victim of cyber fraud & how to use the 
internet safely. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your 
Zoom invite.

SATURDAY, MARCH 6
▢ Schnitzel Dinner, take out only, at the Royal Cana-
dian Legion Elmira, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Menu:  Schnit-
zel, Mashed potato, vegetable, salad, roll & dessert.  
$15. per person.  Order in advance call Robin Hiebert 
519-897-1618.

MONDAY, MARCH 8
▢ Using Mindfulness to Tackle Stress. Join Wool-
wich Community Health Centre virtually using Zoom 
at 6:30 p.m. Mindfulness has been shown to help 
reduce stress. Join Jannah, Psychotherapist at 
WCHC to learn what is mindfulness & some prac-
tical strategies that you can start using right away. 
Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your Zoom invitation.
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#strongertogether
#strongertogether

FrontlineWorkers.

to

Thank you for keeping us safe.

374 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.3390

THANK 
YOU!
THANK 
YOU!

44 Arthur St S., Elmira, ON

(519) 669•5071

TheBargainShop.com

Shop locally to support your very own 
Small Town Big Heart community 3785 Nafziger Rd., 

Wellesley
519.656.3083

www.murrayleisconstruction.com

YOUR HOME IS IN GOOD HANDS

2080 Northfield Dr. E., Elmira  

519.669.1616

150 Church St. W., Elmira
519-669-5672

Providing Emergency and 
Preventative Health Care for your 
Horses, Pets and Farm Livestock

Church St E

A
rt

h
u

r 
St  

S

Wyatt St E

ELMIR A

519•669•1212
3 Wyatt St. East

www.sosphysiotherapy.ca

DENTURE CLINIC

WATERLOO

ELMIRA
519-744-9770   132 Weber Street North

519-669-1535   15 Memorial Avenue
(Behind Bank of  Montreal)

Thank you 
for keeping

 us safe! Signs
Banners

Truck Lettering
Digital Printing

104 BONNIE CRES UNIT 1
519-669-0264

Our Thanks

This message is brought to you by these community-minded businesses.

“PROUDLY REMEMBERINGOUR PAST; 
CONFIDENTLY EMBRACING OUR FUTURE.”

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

265 Katherine St. S. 1km south of Winterbourne

www.cribit.com
519-664-3701

Thank you!Stay Safe.
Stay Strong.
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ACROSS
1. Soft palate
5. Amorphous creature
10. Prayer ___
13. __ then, else
14. Formula for sin
16. Nevertheless 

(Three words)
20. More often
23. Half a gone-by bird
24. A hug and a kiss
25. One hundreth of a kyat
26. "Well, ___-di-dah!"
27. Hate group
29. Blanched
31. Cis gender male 

pronoun
32. Engine part
34. Dome usually 

associated with Russian 
Orthodox churches

37. Hair ties
39. Some showdowns
41. Contacts quickly, 

perhaps
42. Duck down
44. When repeated, 

like some shows
47. Prize since 1949
48. Less forgiving

49. Churchill's "so 
few": Abbr.

50. Discouraging words
51. Rode for pleasure
52. Breathe hard
53. Abbr. after a comma
54. Bathroom installation
55. US medical 

establishment
56. Operating room
58. Artificial bait
60. Aardvark fare
61. Fall preceder
62. Diamonds, slangily
63. Amigo
64. Addition

DOWN
1. Six-stringed instrument
2. Thinning of the cervix
3. Apply
4. Brother
6. Female parent
7. Antiquity, in antiquity
8. Burned out
9. Common to feline 

and rug
10. Alternative to Bowser
11. __ vs. them. Again.

12. Be slack-jawed
15. Slaves of the state
17. One who receives 

an honour
18. Oh __!
19. "Have some"
21. Nerve fibers between 

the thalamus and 
the cerebral cortex

22. Doctor Who villainess, 
with "the"

28. Aspect of polite 
social behavior

30. Extras
31. Hot spot
33. Hurts badly
35. small Eurasian willow
36. Myself
38. Astute
40. Fergie, formally
43. Discontinue
45. Beachgoer's goal
46. Lizard, old-style
48. Half mediocre
52. 3.14
53. Acclaim
57. Spell again
59. Green

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword 
is only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!
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 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Worship Service 
via ZOOM

Erv Wiens Preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

ↆ S U D O K U

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y 

Real news. Real reporting.
Stories you won't find anywhere else.

Trusted local news 
for twenty-five years.

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

Coconut oil has 
developed a cult-like 

following in recent years, 
with proponents touting 
benefits ranging from 
body fat reduction to heart 
disease prevention. Sadly 
for devotees, the evidence 
to support these assertions 
remains rather sparse.

But there is plenty of 
research to suggest that 
other plant-based oils 
have advantages over their 
animal-derived counter-
parts, particularly when 
it comes to heart health. 
So which is best? While 
no specific type should be 
hyped as a panacea, one 
variety isn't getting the 
press it deserves: olive oil.

The case for olive oil 
continues to grow

Olive oil is a staple fat in 
the Mediterranean diet, 
and its previously publi-
cized benefits have largely 
relied on examining its 
use by European popula-
tions. This information is 
useful, but looking at olive 
oil within the context of 
American diets provides 
us with stronger data to 
guide dietary choices here 
at home.

A recent study published 
in the Journal of the Amer-
ican College of Cardiology 
looked at adults in the 
United States and found 
that replacing margarine, 

Olive oil or coconut oil: Which is worthy 
of kitchen-staple status?

butter, or mayonnaise with 
olive oil was associated 
with reduced cardiovas-
cular disease (CVD) risk. 
This is particularly notable 
because Americans tend 
to consume less olive oil 
than our European coun-
terparts. In the U.S., high 
consumers averaged a little 
less than one tablespoon 
of olive oil a day, whereas 
daily intake in studies 
examining Mediterranean 
populations has been as 
high as three tablespoons.

After taking demo-
graphic and lifestyle 
factors into consideration, 
those consuming more 
than half a tablespoon 
per day had a reduced 
risk of developing CVD 
compared to those using 
olive oil infrequently (less 
than once per month). 
Consuming more olive oil 
was also associated with 
a decreased likelihood 
of dying from CVD. Even 
slight increases in olive oil 
consumption, like replac-
ing roughly a teaspoon of 
margarine or butter each 
day with a similar amount 
of olive oil, had advan-
tages.

Olive oil was also 
correlated with a reduc-

tion in inflammatory 
compounds that may 
contribute to the progres-
sion of CVD. Olives contain 
plant chemicals called 
polyphenols that may 
help reduce inflamma-
tion. Using virgin olive 
oil, which is extracted 
through mechanical rather 
than chemical means, is 
thought to offer higher 
levels of protective plant 
compounds than refined 
olive oils. Extra- virgin 
olive oil (EVOO) is a 
product of the preferred, 
mechanical processing.

Though we need more 
research, these polyphe-
nols may also extend 
benefits to other areas of 
the body, like the brain. For 
instance, along with other 
healthy diet habits like 
eating leafy greens, primar-
ily using olive oil when 
cooking has been associ-
ated with combating the 
decline in brain function 
that happens as we age.

How does coconut oil 
compare?

Proponents of coconut 
oil cite the medium-chain 
fatty acids it contains as 
a benefit because of the 
unique way these fats 
are digested. It's claimed 
these fats offer advantages 
related to weight loss and 
cholesterol, though these 
assertions remain contro-

versial. Regardless, lauric 
acid, the primary fat found 
in coconut oil, is thought 
to behave differently from 
other medium-chain fats, 
and may not deliver as 
promised.

In a recently published 
study in the journal Circu-
lation, which compiled 
data from a variety of trials, 
coconut oil did not show 
benefits related to waist 
circumference or body 
fat compared to other 
plant-based fats. Coconut 
oil, a tropical plant oil, 
also did not fare as well as 
nontropical plant oils, like 
olive oil, with respect to 
reducing other cardiac risk 
factors. In fact, coconut oil 
increased low-density lipo-
protein (LDL) cholesterol, 
the kind associated with 
an increased risk of heart 
disease.

Coconut has been an 
important fat in a vari-
ety of traditional diets 
in Asia, and is touted to 
impart health benefits 
within these communities, 
including fewer cardiac 
complications and prema-
ture deaths. However, 
these diets often feature 
minimally processed 
coconut products, like 
coconut flesh, which are 
also higher in nutrients 
like fiber. Lifestyle habits 
in these Asian communi-

→MAYO CLINIC 24
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ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit 
www.mayoclinic.org.

ties also typically include 
eating more fruits, vegeta-
bles, and fish than in many 
American diets.

That said, extra virgin 
coconut oil, which can be 
purchased in the United 
States, is arguably less 
processed, and often 
refined in a manner similar 
to EVOO. A recent trial 
published in BMJ Open 
looking at extra virgin 
coconut oil did not show an 
increase in LDL cholesterol 
when compared to EVOO 
during a four-week period. 

(Both oils performed better 
than butter.) Unfortu-
nately, there are not 
enough human studies 
involving extra virgin coco-
nut oil to support its use as 
a primary fat in our diets. 
Nor do we have informa-
tion about its long-term 
effects here in the US.

And the winner is ... 
olive oil

The benefits of using 
nontropical plant-based 
oils remain very promising, 
making olive oil a natural 
choice in the kitchen. Try 

oil and vinegar on a fresh 
summer salad, or in place 
of mayo in potato or tuna 
salad. Consider a drizzle of 
olive oil instead of a pat of 
butter or margarine when 
cooking vegetables. And 
keep coconut fat to occa-
sional use, say, to enhance 
the flavor of a vegetable 
curry, or as a substitute for 
butter in baked desserts.

MAYO CLINIC: Making the case for olive oil
→FROM 23

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 
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The panel discussion 
portion of this year’s event 
is centered around Black 
migration, past and present.

“Alice and I are both 
from Zimbabwe, in Africa, 
and we both live in Elmira, 
which is kind of an inter-
esting connection. We 
have a personal interest in, 
obviously connecting with 
our community here, and 
telling our story here, but 
also learning the stories of 
previous Black settlers in 
the region, so, looking at 
something like the Queen’s 
Bush settlement. 

The storytelling part of 
the event is what Penny is 
most excited for, whereas 

FESTIVAL: The Sunshine will appear over the weekend
her sister is looking forward 
to connecting with people 
and learn from one another, 
something that has dwin-
dled in the age of COVID-19.   

Another unique offering 
from this year’s fest is the 
art gallery.

“We have, we found a 
software that provides a 3D 
interface, kind of like you’re 
live in a video game. And so 
we’re setting up an art shop 
that has, again, local artists, 
international artists, and a 
special section on Zimba-
bwean sculpture, which is 
stunning and gorgeous . I’m 
really excited to share that 
with people as well,” said 
Penny.

Both Penny and 

Terry-Carroll are urging 
people to register online.

“We know that some 
people don’t like to register 
for things, which is why 
we’re streaming. But there 
will be special content that’s 
all free. The whole event 
is free, but there’s special 
content you can only access 
from within the event plat-
form. So, people, register 
and come inside, they’ll see 
what those things are,” said 
Penny, noting an incentive 
for registering rather than 
catching the streamed 
content. 

More information is avail-
able from the organization’s 
website, www.bringonthe-
sunhine.ca.

→FROM 11


