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519-584-4755
webstoneprosoils.ca

100% compost
A natural soil
enhancement

for lawns

30 Dumart Pl., Kitchener  
519.744.0151  Mon-Fri 7am- 4pm

30 Dumart Pl., Kitchener  

adamslandscapesupply.ca

Garden Soil     Top Dressing Mix  
Mulch     Sand     Gravel

Now available for pickup and delivery 

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

LAST SATURDAY 
SHOULD HAVE SEEN tens 
of thousands of people 
in the downtown core for 
the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival. Instead, as with 
last year, the in-person 
event was a no-go due to 
the pandemic.

Elmira Maple Syrup Festival takes experience online
Festival committee members to deliver different kind of festival virtually including sold-out pancakes-in-a-box

→ EMSF 5

Unlike last year, 
however, the festival will 
be represented virtually 
this time around, with 
online activities slated for 
April 9 and 10. 

On tap are virtual sugar 
bush tours, an online 
maple taffy demonstra-
tion, a virtual mall and 
some cooking demos 
featuring Giovanni & Chef 

D, among other fami-
ly-friendly offerings. 

While all of the in-per-
son events are on hold, 
including the toy show 
and sale, organizers are 
continuing with the 
annual collectible, this 
year a red 1958 Plymouth 
Fury in the 1:43 scale, 
decaled with the festival 
logo.

To further enhance the 
feel of the traditional festi-
val day, the EMSF commit-
tee put together some 
pancake boxes containing 
pancake mix, local maple 
syrup, coffee and hot 
chocolate, a spatula and 
a festival toque, among 
other goodies. The 500 
packages quickly sold out 
at $50 apiece, a sign of the 

strong support the festival 
has received for more than 
50 years, says organizing 
committee chair Doug 
McLean.

“We had no idea what 
kind of demand we would 
have,” he said of the 
pancake boxes, which 
drew plenty of donations 
from area businesses. 

“People in town have 

been absolutely excellent. 
We know that it’s a tough 
year ... but our sponsors 
and supporters have really 
come through.”

As the virtual version 
of the popular festival is 
a first for all concerned, 
everyone is in uncharted 
waters on this one, said 
McLean.

Members of the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival committee were busy filling 
pancake boxes Tuesday at the Woolwich Memorial Centre. The 500 boxes, 
which include pancake mix and maple syrup, quickly sold out, providing 
revenue for the charities the festival supports each year. Damon MacLean
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A harmless  
coffee break 
can do more 
harm than  
you think.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Wear a mask, wash your hands  
and physically distance to stop  
the spread of COVID-19.
Learn more at ontario.ca/covid-19

T:5"

T:13.5"

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

Home is
not safe

for everyone

Domestic violence has risen 30% across
Canada since the beginningof the pandemic

For support fromWoolwich Community Services
please call: 519-669-5139 or visit our website at
https://www.woolwichcommunityservices.org/

For support fromWomen's Crisis Services of Waterloo
Region please call: 519-742-5894, 519-653-2422
or talk to us anonymously online at wcswr.org

Wellesley Fair ambassador Caitlin Livingston gets a taste of backyard sugaring on a spring day, 
enjoying the area’s first agriculture crop of the season. Submitted
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Page ThreePage Three The region this week extended vaccine 
eligibility to adults in the 60-69 age group 
and three more priority groups, including 
faith leaders in close contact with persons 
and families; residents and staff in high-risk 
settings such as homeless shelters; and 
caregivers in high-risk congregate settings 
such as supportive housing. Pre-registration 
is now open.

Almost 270 students poured into the new 
Floradale Public School for the grand open-
ing of their new facility – the first assignments 
have been written at the brand new desks 
and the first running shoes have squeaked 
on the new tile floor. The old building, built 
in 1966, will eventually be torn down to make 
more room for the new $5.3-million school.
From the Apr. 3, 2010 edition of The Observer

Casting a wider net From the archives

Claire Campbell’s 4/5A class at John Mahood PS in Elmira is looking to spread kindness through an Easter tree and messages on white-
boards. Among those participating are Rachel Heckendorn, Lucas Floto and Sage Balog. Damon MacLean

John Mahood students enter tree
of kindness into Easter egg contest

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

A TREE OF KINDNESS 
IS springing to life just 
in time for Easter in 
an Elmira elementary 
school’s French class.

Until April 4, the Egg 
Farmers of Ontario are 
running their first annual 
#EasterEggContest. Claire 
Campbell and the students 
in 4/5A at John Mahood 
Public School have deco-
rated a tree of their own, 
looking to claim the prize 
for community tree. 

The contest has four 
categories: most colourful 
tree, most elegant tree, 
most unique tree, and 
community tree, which is 
where Campbell and her 
25 students decided to aim 

their efforts. 
Campbell has hopes that 

her class is recognized 
through the teamwork and 
time put into the project.

“They worked pretty 
hard on their tree, on their 
eggs,” she said.

Each student in Camp-
bell’s class designed and 
decorated their own egg, 
adding a touch of hope 
and kindness with a small 
message on the back, which 
Campbell also had students 
write on whiteboards.

“I just got them to write 
their messages so they 
were easier for the reader 
to read. I took a picture of 
them with their kindness 
message – I thought it was 
pretty adorable.”  

A large portion of the 
rankings is based on the 

story of the project, a 
story of kindness the class 
hopes brings victory in the 
contest.

Spreading cheer, joy, 
and kindness is something 
that the teacher of 12 years 
– the last four spent at → KINDNESS TREE 7

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

THIS SUMMER’S 
RECONSTRUCTION 
OF KRESSLER Road in 
Heidelberg will see the 
route decked out with 
sidewalks on both sides 
and on-road bike lanes 
under a design approved 
last week by regional 
council.

The $1.4-million 
project is expected to get 
underway this spring, 
taking three to four 
months to complete. It’s 
a full reconstruction job, 
including the under-
ground services such as 
watermains. The work 
area covers the stretch 
between Lobsinger Line 
and Arthur Road.

The age of the existing 
infrastructure demanded 
extensive upgrades, said 
Frank Kosa, the Region of 
Waterloo’s head of engi-
neering.

“I think the main push 
for this project relates to 
the watermain replace-
ment needs. That was 
coordinated with the need 
to make improvements on 
the roadway itself. So, we 
advanced the road work to 
align with the watermain 
replacement timing,” 
said Kosa. “Based on 
age and condition of the 
watermain, I think in the 
adjacent roads, subdivi-
sions, they’ve encountered 
some recent watermain 
breaks there, so we’ll be 
doing some repairs in the 
subdivision. But the main 

Region set to tender $1.4-million project, 
with work expected over the summer

running down Kressler 
Road is also in need of 
replacement.”

With the design now 
approved, the next step is 
to send it out for tender, 
allowing contractors to bid 
on the work. 

The scale of the project 
means there will be traffic 
disruptions, with detours 
put in place and the poten-
tial closure of that stretch 
of Kressler Road through 
the village.

“Because of the need to 
replace the watermain, it 
will likely be a full closure 
for that portion of the 
work,” said Kosa, noting 
that will only apply as 
necessary.

“Closure would not 
likely be for the full dura-
tion of the project. Likely 
in the two- to three-
months range through 
the closure. We would 
of course maintain local 
traffic, if we have the 
road closed to through 
traffic.”

Kosa assured residents 
that they will be informed 
about the status of the 
project and what to expect 
in terms of detours closer 
to when the shovels hit the 
ground this summer.

“Once we’ve tendered 
the job and have come up 
with closure and detour 
plans, we will be commu-
nicating that to the public, 
both on our website and 
we’ll be putting out infor-
mation to local residents 
and business owners 
directly so that they’re 
aware of what the plan is.”

Region approves 
design for Kressler 
Road reconstruction 
in Heidelberg

John Mahood – says she 
feels is particularly rele-
vant given the pandemic 
situation today.

“We thought during 
challenging times, it’s 
more important than ever 
to show kindness.” 

The class tree is set to 
be displayed in the school 
library on a bulletin board 
bedecked with a slogan 
that reads “Spread Kind-
ness like Confetti.” 

There are two ways of 
submitting an entry into 
this year’s contest, which 
is open to the public: 
sending a photo of the 
final product by email to 
socialmedia@getcrack-
ing.ca or making a post 
on Instagram using the 
hashtag EasterEggCon-

Lauryn Kidd’s message.

P H A R M A C Y
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner
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Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com

Dr. Rebecca 
nnon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

: Hair Analysis: Hair Analysis:
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com
69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405 8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca 45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

THERE’LL STILL BE 
CANDY UP for grabs, 
but the Optimist Club of 
Elmira’s annual Easter 
egg event will look 
decidedly different this 
weekend. 

Still, for the club that 
lives by the motto of being 
a “Friend of Youth,” there’s 
a real sense of anticipation 
after so much has been on 
hold for the past year.

“Obviously, we can’t 
do the same thing this 
year because of COVID. 
And last year, we actually 
cancelled our Easter egg 
hunt because COVID was 
here – we couldn’t do 
that sort of thing safely,” 
explained Wilfred Doll, 
current president of the 
group and member for the 
past 20 years. 

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

AFTER A CHALLENGING 
YEAR, THE St. Jacobs 
Optimists are back doing 
what they love once again. 
And that means programs 
for young people, who are 
at the center of the service 
club’s community work.

“We are focused on 
bringing out the best in 
kids,” said Bob Wilbur, 
who has been president of 
the not-for-profit for the 
past decade.  

“Our focus is on youth. 
And we have a philosophy 
that if we improve the 
lives of the youth in the 
community, that will be a 
benefit to the community 
overall – I think that’s an 
important thing, too.”  

Wilbur and his fellow 
club members have been 
longing to get back in 
action after a year that 
put a halt to many of their 
annual campaigns and 
programming. 

“Last year was a strange 
one for us because we had 
to put most of our activity 

Service group’s traditional egg hunt back as a drive-thru event this Saturday to distribute candy for Easter

 Elmira Optimists hop to it, continuing their Easter tradition
“This year, we thought 

that we’d like to do some-
thing for the kids. And we 
thought, ‘well, maybe we’ll 
do like a drive-thru type of 
thing.’” 

After the idea came to 
Doll, the Optimists were 
happy to push ahead with 
a modified version of the 
event.

“We’re going to set up 
in the old Elmira Bowl 
parking lot, and we’ll have 
a drive thru. We’ll have a 
procession of cars come 
through or drive past our 
booth,  and we will put 
the candy in a basket on 
the end of a stick and 
hand them over to the car. 
That way we’re keeping 
our safe distance and 
still being able to hand 
out candy,” he explained. 
“This is really not a hunt. 
It’s more like ‘drive to get 
the candies.’”

Doll notes that there will 
be goodies for every child. 
“If there are three kids in 
the car, they’ll get three 
bags of candy.” 

The Easter event marks 
the club’s return to activ-
ities since the pandemic 
began more than a year 
ago.

“This is the first time 
we’ve been able to put on 
an event because every-
thing has been up in the 
air and cancelled,” said 
Doll, anticipating the 
lineup of cars packed with 
kids, though it may be the 
last the club holds for a 
while, however, due to the 
ongoing uncertainty about 
the pandemic.

“We’re not sure what’s 
going to happen in the 
future, so we don’t know 
what to plan.”

The Easter event is free 
and will start 11 a.m. on 

Saturday (April 3) at 15 
First St. E. The club is 
asking for attendees to 
mask up and remain in 
their vehicles at all times 
for the safety of every-
one.

The Elmira Optimists 
are also currently seek-
ing donations to replace 
a trailer that was stolen 
earlier this year. 

“We discovered that our 
trailer was missing from a 
spot that we had it stored, 
and that trailer contains 
pretty much all of our 
equipment for fundrais-
ing – we had a barbecue 
in there, we had our tent, 
table, cooking equipment 
all sorts of stuff. That’s all 
gone.”  

Currently, the 
GoFundMe is at $2,200 of 
its $5,000 total. Donations 
can be made at gofund.
me/94e13be0. 

Wilfred Doll is the presi-
dent of the Optimist Club of 
Elmira, which is giving out 
candy on Saturday. 
Damon MacLean

 St. Jacobs Optimists have a busy month of fundraising on tap

on hold, and we’re a fairly 
active club so we’re used 
to fundraising events and 
running events for chil-
dren here in the village. 
We had to put a hold on 
almost all of that.” 

However, the club was 
able to partner up with the 
St. Jacobs BIA (Business 
Improvement Area) to 

bring a pumpkin parade 
to the village in time for 
Halloween and bring 
Santa to town during the 
run-up to Christmas.

For this weekend’s 
holiday, the group’s 
agenda includes a modi-
fied version of their Easter 
celebration switched from 
an egg hunt to a visit from 

the Easter bunny himself.  
“We had the Easter egg 

hunt [that] was a tradition 
here in the village that a 
lot of kids and families 
look forward to. Without 
missing this springtime 
activity, we wanted to do 
something to fill the gap. 
I think that families are 
looking for something fun 

for kids to do, and we need 
to do it in a safe way. So, 
we felt like doing some-
thing to honour the kind 
of Easter tradition, but to 
do it in a way that kids can 
still have fun and put a 
smile on their face, maybe 
a treat in their basket and 
do it in a safe way,” Wilbur 
explained.

The visit is set to take 
place Saturday (April 3) 
in the village, where the 
Easter bunny will make his 
route throughout the town 
and drop off some treats 
along the way. All COVID-
19 prevention measures 
will be in place, he noted.

Another of the club’s 
annual traditions is back 
after being put off last 
year: the lawn aeration 
fundraiser.

“[It’s’] one of the major 
fundraisers for our club 
and, again, we had to 
cancel last year but we are 
going ahead with it this 
year. We’ve been doing 
this for more than 10 years 
... for homeowners here in 
the village of St. Jacobs,” 
said Wilbur.

“Normally we would go 
door to door canvassing 
to sign people up, but 
this year we’ve arranged 
for it all online so people 
can go to our website and 
sign up,” he added, noting 
payment can be done by 
e-transfer or by Interac via 
a touchless tap terminal in 
person. 

“In the last week of 
April, we’ll have a team of 
volunteers in the village. 
It’s a good fundraiser for 
us – a lot of work for our 
club, but it is worthwhile 
and it’s a good service for 
homeowners here in the 
village as well.” 

Also in April, the Opti-
mists will be holding a 
bottle drive, scheduled for 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on April 
17. There will be various 
drop-off locations.

All of the funds from the 
club’s events this month 
go to its youth programs, 
said Wilbur.

For more information 
about the activities of the 
Optimist Club of St. Jacobs, 
visit the website at:
stjacobsoptimistclub.com.

Bob Wilbur and the Optimist Club of St. Jacobs will be joined by the Easter bunny for an event on 
Saturday. Damon MacLean



C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S  |  5Thursday, April 1, 2021 | THE OBSERVER

$9.99

PORKCHOPS 

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$10.59 /lbOLD CHEDDAR

$3.99
/lb Reg.$5.59/lb

/lb

MAPLE DALE 

MAPLE BROWN SUGAR, MAPLE CHIPOTLE   

BONELESS

“It’s definitely unknown 
territory.”

As with every year’s 
festival, proceeds from 
the event are destined to 
be distributed to a range 
of charitable and not-for-
profit organizations. Forty 
per cent of the profits 
are allocated for Elmira 
District Community 
Living, with other groups 
sharing in the rest.

Even with the last-min-
ute cancellation of the 
2020 festival, many of the 
sponsors who’d already 
contributed allowed the 
committee to keep the 

money, providing for some 
$35,000 to be distributed 
to 18 organizations. That 
was down from $65,000 
the year before, but still a 
sizable accomplishment 
under the circumstances.

“We don’t know what 
to expect this year, but we 
hope to do something,” 
said McLean, adding orga-
nizers are looking forward 
to a return to the in-person 
festival next year, though 
some of the online aspects 
may be retained to reach a 
larger audience.

More information can 
be found online at www.
elmiramaplesyrup.com.

EMSF: A different kind of festival this 
year, but the spirit remains 

→FROM 1

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

WATERLOO REGION 
IS BUCKING THE coro-
navirus trend, with case 
numbers below a growing 
provincial average.

Currently in the red 
zone, the region is inching 
towards “orange” under 
the Reopening of Ontario 
Act. 

“To date, we have not 
experienced the increase 
in cases and hospitaliza-
tions seen in Ontario,” 
medical officer of health  
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang said 
during the region’s weekly 
pandemic briefing March 
26.

If indicators continue to 
head in the right direc-
tion, Wang says it could 
be weeks until the region 
is moved to the next zone, 
which would allow for 
some loosening of regula-
tions. 

“The province generally 
looks for stability of indica-
tors for a couple of weeks, 
before moving an area to a 
lower level,” she said. 

At midweek, there were 
299 active cases of COVID-
19 in the region, up more 

 Region’s COVID-19 situation more stable 
than growing provincial averages

than 40 from the end of 
last week. Province-wide, 
2,336 new cases were 
reported in the past day 
alone.

The region also contin-
ues to see variants of 
concern and have now 
identified 306 cases. “Of 
that total, 22 case it is 
happening convert for 
the B.1.1.7 variant and the 
remaining 284 cases have 
been screened positive. I 
anticipate that these are 
all B. 1.1.7 variants,” said 
Wang, citing figures from 
Public Health Ontario’s lab 
system.

“Very recently, Public 
Health Ontario lab has 
decided to no longer 
sequence everyone that 
has screened positive to 
determine whether they 
have the B. 1.1.7 or another 
variant... they’re able to 
see that the vast majority 
who have screened posi-
tive turnout to be a variant 
and the large majority of 
the time they are a B. 1.1.7 
variant.” 

This change, however, 
does not mean that vari-
ants of concern will not 
continue to be monitored 
in the region.

“We’re not stopping 
monitoring for other vari-
ants, so we’ll find out if we 
start to see other types of 
variants become promi-
nent in Waterloo Region. 
But at this time, the large 
majority of the ones that 
they have screened for a 
variant are turning out to 
be B. 1.1.7. That’s the case 
in Ontario. And so that’s 
why I expect that to be the 
case in Waterloo, where 
we have only seen B. 1.1.7 
among our confirmed 
cases of various,” 
explained Wang. 

With the battle headed 
in the right direction, 
it remains crucial to 
continue remaining 
vigilant following the 
public health measures 
such as physical distanc-
ing, mask-wearing and 
frequent hand-washing, 
she stressed.

“We have seen a signifi-
cant resurgence of COVID 
in Ontario – we’re back 
up to over 2,000 cases a 
day in Ontario. There are 
certain hot hotspots that 
have jumped right back up 
into grey zone levels very 
quickly.”

Overall, the region has 

seen 11,885 cases since 
the pandemic began more 
than a year ago. Of those, 
11,337 have been resolved, 
a recovery rate of 95 per 
cent. The number of fatal 
cases hit 242 at midweek.

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, there were 140 
active cases. That catch-
ment area’s cumulative 
total was 5,188, of which 
4,942 (95.3 per cent) have 
been resolved. There have 
been a total of 106 fatalities 
since the pandemic began, 
just one in the past two 
weeks.

The province is seeing 
growth in the number of 
weekly cases, with the total 
now at 347,570.

There have been 7,351 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a 
mortality rate of 2.1 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
320,409 cases (92.2 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada 
show 46,395 active cases. 
The cumulative total of 
confirmed cases now 
stands at 976,598, with 
22,926 related deaths, a 
mortality rate of 2.3 per 
cent.

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

A PILOT PROJECT FOR 
VACCINATION sites in the 
region saw a clinic open in 
Elmira last weekend, cour-
tesy of the Elmira Family 
Health Organization.

“This clinic will be 
contacting their own 
patients who fit the current 
eligibility for vaccine. It 
will be a very small clinic 
by appointment only. 
There is no pre-registration 
as this is led by the primary 
care team in Elmira, who 
will facilitate the appoint-
ment,” said Shirley Hilton, 
who leads the region’s 
vaccine distribution task 
force. 

She stressed that the 
public should not try to 
contact the clinic for an 
appointment, noting there 
is an “extremely limited 
supply” of vaccine at the 
location.

“This particular one is 
a small clinic... they’ll get 
a very small amount of 
vaccine just for their pilot, 
and they’re calling their 
own patients to come in 
for the vaccines, those that 
are eligible,” said Hilton.

“It’s a very small amount 
right now to see how this 

 Region launches vaccine pilot project in Elmira
as province tries to expand availability

works, and then how we 
can learn from this partic-
ular pilot for other family 
health organizations and 
primary care teams to have 
similar clinics. So, if you 
remember, we’re hoping 
when we get into a steady 
state, that the vaccine will 
be administered in family 
or in primary care clinics 
and through pharmacies 
as well. 

“Please don’t look for 
Elmira on the pre-regis-
tration form at all. Don’t 
try to call the call centre 
to figure out how to book 

an appointment – the 
primary care team will call 
directly the patients that 
they’ve identified in the 
eligibility group.”

The Elmira project 
follows the establishment 
last month of a clinic in 
Wellesley to serve the rural 
and Mennonite commu-
nities.

“There are some 
communities up in up 
in the northern part of 
Wellesley Township, and  
we want to try to make this 
more accessible for the 
Mennonite community,” 

said Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris. “It’s 
obviously very hard for our 
Mennonites to get into the 
cities with their modes of 
transportation, as they’re 
mostly horse and buggy. 
So, as you can imagine, 
that starts to create a little 
bit of an issue for them.” 

The new pilot projects 
join plans to expand 
more vaccination centres 
throughout the province at 
local pharmacies, includ-
ing locations in Waterloo 
Region.

Regional councillors visit Public Health’s largest vaccine clinic, which opened last week at 66 Pinebush 
Rd. in Cambridge. Submitted

→ ELMIRA CLINIC 7
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CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Fish or Ham includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 12pm-7:30pm
 Sat Apr 3.

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Wed Apr 7 & Thurs Apr 8  

Tereyaki Chicken or Hot Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Closed
 Good Friday

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

DEALING WITH A 
LOVED ONE’S addic-
tion is no easy feat and 
is bound to leave those 
involved with feelings of 
guilt, anger, and isolation. 
Coping with the substance 
abuse-related death of a 
loved one is even tougher, 
says Melina Pearson of 
Bereaved Families of 
Ontario, who’ll be taking 
part in an event later this 
month with the Woolwich 
Counselling Centre.

The worst part is that 
the number of deaths 
related to overdoses has 
been sharply on the rise 
over the last year, in part 
thanks to the COVID-19 
pandemic, she added.

The lockdown, social 
distancing measures, and 
being stuck alone with no 
one else around has not 
only led to more deaths, 
it has people taking 
substances they may not 
have been using previ-
ously, said Pearson, who’s 

Webinar looks to help those who’ve lost people to substance abuse
Woolwich Counselling Centre event will present speakers from Bereaved Families of Ontario discussing addiction and loss

the outreach coordinator 
with Bereaved Families 
of Ontario – Midwestern 
Region (BFO).

“What’s happened now 
with COVID with the 
border restrictions, people 
aren’t getting supplies. 
So, the safe supplies aren’t 
available for people with 
the disease, and they 
aren’t able to access it. 
People are using different 
substances right now that 
they probably may not 
have been using because 
they’re isolated, they are 
alone and they’re using 
alone. So, in the past 
when you were allowed 
to be with other people, 
prior to COVID, they 
might have been using 
those substances with 
other people. Right now, 
people are experienc-
ing their substance use 
alone, which is causing 
death more as well,” said 
Pearson. 

To help guide those 
who have been touched 
by addiction or substance 
abuse deaths, BFO is 

hosting an event with the 
Woolwich Counselling 
Centre (WCC) April 19.

The event aims to teach 
people everything from 
terminology to support-
ing yourself or someone 
touched by addiction. 
Pearson says having this 
conversation right now 
is important because this 
crisis is ongoing.

She said she hopes by 
running this event in 
partnership with WCC 
that more people, not 
just those who have been 
affected by substance 
abuse, can learn about 
those who are strug-

gling with addiction and 
support others dealing 
with the fallout, while 
reducing the stigma. 

“This is a passion 
for myself, personally. 
I’ve been impacted by 
substance death and it has 
really changed my whole 
world. We should never 
define a person by their 
illness. We should recog-
nize that substance use is 
a disease or a disorder. It’s 
not a choice, it’s a health 
condition. We really 
need to use person-first 
language to describe that 
person to acknowledge 
that person exists, and we 

can describe their health 
conditions after,” said 
Pearson.

“We can reduce the 
stigma, we can increase 
compassion and under-
standing so that we can 
break down any barri-
ers for anybody that is 
experiencing death by 
substance, or people who 
are living with substance 
disease, so they know that 
there’s compassion and 
understanding. I always 
say let’s create a commu-
nity we want by choosing 
words related to substance 
use or substance disease 
or substance death that 

recognizes people first, 
and are compassionate 
and respectful to each 
person.”

The event is open to 
anyone, and Pearson says 
she encourages everyone 
to take part because it is 
important to understand 
the language and scenar-
ios surrounding addiction.

“As a community, it’s 
really important for us to 
understand what is going 
on, as well as appropri-
ate language. I think a 
lot of times that what 
people don’t recognize 
is the language that we 
are commonly using, or 
that has been commonly 
referred to as someone 
with a substance disease 
often is stigmatizing 
and can leave people 
isolated. It can also leave 
people from not getting 
treatment, or for people 
who have experienced 
the death and need 
support, [they] won’t call 
for support because they 
feel like people don’t 
understand or the death is 
stigmatized.”

Those interested can 
sign up for the event by 
calling 519-669-8651 or by 
emailing info@woolwich-
counselling.org. 

Melina Pearson is an outreach coordinator with Bereaved Families of Ontario. Sean Heeger

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

DECLARING A FORMER 
LANEWAY ON Nafziger 
Road in Wellesley village 
surplus to its needs, 
the township this week 
cleared the way for four 
neighbouring property 
owners to expand the size 
of their lots.

The township has not 
used the laneway for 
decades, and the abut-
ting property owners 
have been maintaining 
it. It loops around several 
properties and once had 
two access points onto 
Nafziger Road, near Maple 
Leaf Street. A portion of 
the southerly part of the 
laneway was previously 
closed and sold in 1983.

Wellesley declares laneway surplus, agrees to sell it
Meeting Tuesday night, 

councillors chose to 
forego a public meeting 
on the advice of staff and 
approved the sale of a 
laneway on Nafziger Road 
to the adjacent landown-
ers, who had approached 
the township about selling 
the land.

Because the residents 
were the ones who came to 
council with the request, 
staff do not believe a 
public meeting is neces-
sary as the property 
owners are the only ones 
who are impacted by or 
benefit from the sale. 

“In this case, it’s a very 
narrow strip of land that 
goes around those prop-
erties and the abutting 
property owners are really 
the only ones that would 

be able to take advantage 
of any use of those lands. 
Based on just the size 
of the land that they’re 
getting, it’s such a small 
amount, at the end of the 
day the township doesn’t 
really end up with a lot of 
money from the sale of 
the land,” said director of 
planning Geoff Vander-
Baaren.

The laneway is 13.8 feet 
wide and provides 5,484 
square feet to the four 
property owners.

The township sold simi-
lar land back in 2019 at a 
cost of $0.57 per square 
foot. Based on the rising 
cost of land, staff have 
recommended a sale price 
of $0.60 per square foot. 
That’s expected to gener-
ate $3,290.50 in revenue 

for the township. 
Landowners will also be 

expected to cover the cost 
of legal and survey costs, 
estimated at $4,000 to 
$4,500 each.

The breakdown for 
sale to each property 
owner includes 3709 
Nafziger Rd., purchas-
ing 1,543 square feet 
($925.80), 3705 Nafziger 
Rd., purchasing 1,964 
square feet ($1,178.40), 
1026 Molesworth St., 
purchasing 636 square 
feet ($381.60), and 3701 
Nafziger Rd., purchasing 
1,341 square feet ($804.60).

The laneway in question 
was originally laid out in 
subdivision plans in the 
1800s, but was deemed to 
be of no further use to the 
township.

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

THE OWNER OF 
NEIGHBOURING PROP-
ERTIES in Linwood this 
week won approval to 
essentially square off the 
lots, clearing the way for 
the site of a former church 
to become home to a 
single-family dwelling.

Part  of an L-shaped lot 
at 1012 Wilker Way will be 

Council approves rezoning for a pair of Linwood properties
severed to create a larger, 
more uniform property at 
1016 Wilker Way, the site 
of what was once a church 
building.

The rezoning and sever-
ance applications were 
approved by Wellesley 
councillors meeting Tues-
day night.

The decision follows a 
public meeting held last 
November and approv-
als from the township’s 

committee of adjustment, 
which OK’d the plan under 
the proviso the lands 
“rezoned to recognize 
the legal noncomplying 
aspects of the prop-
erty and to permit the 
proposed residential use.”

The owner of the proper-
ties also carried out a new 
survey to ensure there 
were no encroachments on 
neighbouring land.

In approving the 

plan, the township also 
provided an exemption 
to permit development 
despite lot sizes that don’t 
conform to current stan-
dards for setbacks, espe-
cially in relation to the use 
of a septic system.

Geoff VanderBaaren, 
Wellesley’s director of 
planning, said applicants 
seeking lot line changes 
for older properties typi-

→ REZONING 7
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The Waterloo Regional 
Police Service has 
launched its first diver-
sity-focused commu-
nity cruiser design.  

Police cruiser 7537 
is the first of the WRPS 
diversity design series, 
aiming to capture the 
spirit of Canadian 
newcomers, as well 
as African, Caribbean, 
South Asian, and Arabic 
cultures. Three more 
vehicles are expected to 
be unveiled this year.

The wraps applied 
to the cruisers were 
created using input from 
census data, events in 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Cruiser design reflects community diversity
the community police 
members have attended, 
and in consultation with 
equity, inclusion, and 
diversity specialists in the 
community.

“Our Equity, Inclusion 
and Diversity Unit is 
always looking for ways 
to highlight diversity in 
our community,” said Sgt. 
Eric Boynton in a release. 
“This is another step in 
an effort to build positive 
bridges with our commu-
nity partners.” 

“Each element 
featured in the designs 
is an opportunity to 
engage, connect, and 

educate our commu-
nity,” said Chief Bryan 
Larkin. “All of our diver-
sity design cruisers 
will have a QR code 
that community members 
can scan, which will 
provide more insight 
into the design featured 
on each unique vehicle. 
We cannot wait to share 
more of the designs with 
Waterloo Region.”  

More information 
about the commu-
nity cruiser designs can 
be found on the WRPS 
website, www.wrps.
on.ca/en/about-us/cruis-
er-design.aspx

MARCH 25

7:40 PM | The Welling-
ton County OPP received 
a traffic complaint involv-
ing a red passenger vehi-
cle travelling at a high 
rate of speed on a walking 
trail near Schuett Road 
and Wellington Road 
86 in Guelph-Eramosa 
Township. Witnesses 
reported that the vehi-
cle continued driving 
aggressively through a 
farm field which caused 
property damage. At 
approximately 8:15 p.m., 
police located the vehi-
cle on Highway 6 near 
Fergus. While speaking 
with the driver, officers 
formed the opinion that 
they were under the 
influence of alcohol. A 
roadside screening test 
was conducted which 
resulted in a fail. The 
driver was arrested 
and brought to a local 
OPP Operations Centre 
for  further  test ing. 
The driver, a 33-year-
old Fergus man, was 
charged with ‘impaired 
operation - 80 plus,’ 
‘dangerous operation 
of a motor vehicle’ and 
‘mischief-destroy or 
damage property.’ The 
accused is scheduled 
to appear in the Ontario 
Court of Justice - Guelph 

on April 13.

MARCH 27

1:40 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a report of a single-ve-
hicle collision on Chilligo 
Road near Breslau. The 
driver of the vehicle, a 
19-year-old Kitchener 
man, failed to negotiate 
a curve in the road and 
lost control of the vehicle, 
which left the roadway 
and came to rest beyond 
the ditch and against a 
tree. There were no inju-
ries reported. As a result 
of the investigation, the 
driver was charged with 
‘careless driving.’ 

9:43 PM | Police received 
a report of a gas drive-off 
from the station on Victo-
ria Street North in Shantz 
Station.

MARCH 29

8:33 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a theft of a 
catalytic converter from 
a company vehicle in the 
area of Arthur Street North 
in Woolwich Township. 
The theft is believed to 
have occurred sometime 
between the evening of 
March 26 and the time of 
the report. The investiga-

tion is ongoing. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

12:39 PM |  Police 
received a report of a break 
and enter at a job site in 
the area of Carmel Koch 
Road in Wilmot Township. 
A lockbox was broken into 
and the suspect(s) entered 
several job boxes. Tools 
from the job site were 
stolen. The investigation 
is ongoing. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

MARCH 30

10:00 AM | One person 
was airlifted to hospi-
tal after an accident at a 
construction site in the 
Township of Perth East. 
Perth County OPP and the 
Perth County Paramedic 
Services responded to an 
address on Line 52 south 
of Milverton after receiv-
ing a report that someone 
had been injured. The 
person was airlifted by 
Ornge Air Ambulance with 
life-threatening injuries. 
The Ministry of Labour 
has been notified, and is 
assisting with the inves-
tigation.

Waterloo Regional Police last week unveiled the first of four cruisers that feature artwork reflecting 
the area’s cultural diversity. Submitted

3865 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-7575

VILLAGE
HOME
HARDWARE

www.homehardware.ca

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across 
Canada. Because it’s something 
we can do today to help others 
wake up healthier tomorrow.

The Next Linwood Clinic: 
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, April 9th, 2021
4 – 8 pm 

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Stratford  
500 Wright Blvd
519-271-2111 or 
1-877-699-0601

Listowel
515 Maitland Ave. S
519-291-3276 

Visit southwestvets.ca

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing.
If you are feeling unwell or have 
come in contact with someone 

who has tested positive for 
COVID-19, please reschedule

ↆ L I N W O O D  B L O O D  D O N O R

test ensuring the post is 
viewable by the public and 
tagging the Twitter handle 
@EggFarmersOnt. 

The trees are judged 
on a scale of 100 points. 
For those who enter the 
contest, there are some 
prizes up for grabs: eggs 
for a year and ‘a basket 
of awesome swag’ for 
the winner, and eggs for 
a dozen weeks and the 
basket for the runner-up.

More rules and infor-
mation on the contest as 
well as a list of the top 10 
egg decorating tips can 
be found online at www.
getcracking.ca/easter-con-
test.

“We’re going to be 
expanding over the next 
few weeks, the amount 
of pharmacies there that 
will be online, doing the 
AstraZeneca vaccinations 
for those 60 and over. 
Right now, there’s about 
350 pharmacies; we’re 
going to be doubling 
that for a total of 700 

locations across the 
province within the next 
few weeks. And then as 
we start to move forward, 
we’re going to look to 
double that, again, up to 
about 1,500 across the 
province over the next 
few months. It’s really 
great news coming out 
today ahead of schedule 
and going to be able to get 

more people vaccinated, 
obviously at a quicker 
pace,” said Harris.

By midweek, the 
region had administered 
78,258 doses of vaccine, 
with 14,890 people fully 
vaccinated. Some 11 per 
cent of the population 
has received at least one 
dose, with 2.5 per cent 
having received two.

ELMIRA CLINIC: Province looks to ramp up the process
→FROM 5

REZONING: Decision clears way for 
conversion from church to home

→FROM 3

cally require engineering 
studies to show that the 
septic system will be work-
able on the smaller lots.

Regulations require 
a minimum lot size of 
1,060 square metres, but 
the property in question 
comes in at 800. 

“We’re dealing with 
properties that have 
existed for probably 100 
years or so. And in those 
cases where somebody is 
changing lot lines, we had 
them do some engineer-
ing work on the site to 
show that the size of the 
properties was sufficient 
to service it with a septic 
system. When we have 

KINDNESS: An 
egg-citing time

→FROM 3those undersized lots, 
that’s the main consid-
eration in a location like 
Linwood that doesn’t 
have municipal sanitary 
services. You look if the 
lot size and the soil type 
is suitable to have a septic 
system on it. The engi-
neering assessment did 
show that they could get 
a septic system on those 
properties,” said Vander-
Baaren. 

Once rezoning takes 
place and property lines 
get changed, Vander-
Baaren says he believes 
that the old church will 
eventually be sold and 
turned into a single-family 
home.
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “I know how hard it is to even think this, 
but we all need to take one step back. We 
have flattened the curve before and we 
will do it again. For now, every region in 
the province should go back one stage.”  
Ontario Medical Association president Dr. Samantha Hill 
calls for some tighter restrictions as COVID-19 cases rise 
again.

Some 69% of Americans support a bill 
before the U.S. Senate that seeks to 
strengthen background checks for gun 
possession; 21% oppose it; 66% of Cana-
dians and 60% of Americans believe gun 
control should be tighter in their country. 
Leger poll

Verbatim The Monitor

Drivers are well aware that we’re in the midst of 
pothole season, that time of year where munic-
ipalities never quite keep up with the transition 
from snow-covered roads to something resem-

bling the surface of the moon.
The drive down particularly bad roads can be akin to a slalom 

course as drivers attempt to stay out of the divots. For those 
craters that go unseen until late – or that can’t be avoided due 
to, say, oncoming traffic – the results can range from jarred 
teeth to costly car repairs, or likely some combination thereof.

In a new study, the Canadian Automobile Association (CAA) 
says we’re paying $3 billion every year in higher vehicle oper-
ating costs due to poor road infrastructure, with the average 
driver paying out $126 annually.

The CAA says the study is the first in Canada to show the cost 
to vehicle owners of poor roads, rather than focusing on how 
much it costs to build or repair them. The collective $3 billion 
comes in the form of more vehicle repairs, higher maintenance 
and other operating expenses.

An encounter with a pothole can run into the hundreds or 
thousands of dollars for tire, rim and suspension repairs and 
replacement.

Hitting potholes and consistently driving on poorly main-
tained roads throws out wheel alignment and diminishes the 
treads on tires, making it harder to steer in bad weather. In turn, 
this increases your risk of puncturing a tire.

The short-term solution is patching the holes, the whack-a-
mole game municipal crews play every year at this time, one 
that always misses the cavern you just drove through on the 
way home. In the longer term, the idea would be to keep roads 
better maintained such that heaving and the resultant potholes 
are less frequent – let’s face it, there’s simply no avoiding at 
least some of those puddle-gatherers each spring.

Rutted gravel roads and pothole-strewn asphalt are largely 
unavoidable offshoots of winter, particularly one as rough and 
freeze-thaw prone as we’re currently experiencing. And there’s 
never enough money to fully stay on top of natural entropy.

To combat the decline into disorder, municipalities have 
largely adopted a somewhat counterintuitive technique of 
concentrating improvements on roads that are still in good 
shape – Woolwich’s keep-the-good-roads-good approach – 
whereby it’s much cheaper to regularly maintain a road’s integ-
rity than it is to let it fall apart before rebuilding it.

Of course, there are plenty of roads that are more pothole 
and filler than they are contiguous pavement. At that point, it 
typically costs millions to make them passable again, usually 
because the underground services are decades old at that point 
and need to be replaced along with the road base, not just the 
asphalt surface.

Canada-wide, the CAA report notes the estimated cost of 
repairing just the surface of roads in fair, poor and very poor 
condition is north of $125 billion. The work won’t be done any 
time soon. The key is to stay ahead of the annual deterioration, 
but even that is a struggle, as spending priorities typically 
spread beyond infrastructure.

Drivers’ organizations such as the CAA are constantly 
lobbying for improvements to our roadways, compiling lists of 
the worst offenders when it comes to potholes and other road 
hazards. There is a push to get more of the tax money collected 
from drivers – through gas taxes and assorted license fees – 
directed at improving roads. Potholes are not just annoying, 
they’re dangerous and potentially costly if your car is damaged 
in what are sometimes canyon-like craters.

There will always be a lag between the appearance of 
potholes and when they can be fixed, but better road main-
tenance – e.g. more frequent resurfacing – would reduce the 
problems. There would be more money for such things if what 
motorists spent on gas taxes, licenses and the like weren’t 
siphoned off to often-less-useful or outright wasteful projects 
better loved by politicians. 

Pothole season shines a light 
on infrastructure woes

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

We’re waiting on food 
goods like coconut milk 

and syrups, some spare parts 
for motors, we’ve got some 
fork lift trucks, some Amazon 
goods on there, all sorts,” said 
Steve Parks of Seaport Freight 
Services in England, who 
is awaiting 20 of the 18,300 
containers aboard the recently 
freed ‘Ever Given.’ Which of 
those things cannot be sourced 
from somewhere closer than 
Asia?

Oh, all right. Coconut trees 
don’t grow in Europe, where 
‘Ever Given’ is bound. But at 
least 80 per cent of the cargo 
on that gigantic container 
ship and the 370 vessels still 
backed up behind it (of which 
a third are container ships and 
car-carriers) didn’t really need 
to be moved halfway around 
the world. The stuff could be 
made a lot closer to where it is 
wanted. In fact, that used to be 
how things worked.

Now that the delinquent 
megaship has finally been 
freed from the bottom, normal 
service will resume and 50-odd 
ships, bearing one-eighth of all 
the world’s international trade, 
will once again pass through 
the Suez Canal each day. Egypt 
will doubtless reconsider its 
decision to leave the southern 

The shipping industry
 is worse than aviation

ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

third of the canal single-lane, 
and everybody will live happily 
ever after.

Well, no. Putting huge 
amounts of dispensable, 
low-value stuff on massive 
container ships only makes 
sense to accountants. The 
lifecycle of most of the goods 
that the container ships carry 
is to be dug out of a hole in the 
ground, turned into consumer 
goods, shipped halfway around 
the world, and eventually 
buried in another hole in the 
ground.

The sole justification for 
this most extreme manifes-
tation of globalization is that 
the wage rates are lower on 
one side of the world than on 
the other. But it’s murder on 
the crews, mostly poor people 
from poor countries who aren’t 
even allowed ashore when the 
ships stop briefly in ports. And 
it’s hell on the environment, 
because almost all these ships 
are burning bunker oil.

Bunker (Heavy Fuel Oil – 
HFO) is the tar-like residue 
that remains at the end of 
the process of distilling and 

‘cracking’ petroleum, after 
the lighter hydrocarbons like 
gasoline and diesel have been 
removed. Most cargo ships 
burn bunker, and it’s so pollut-
ing that ‘Ever Given,’ steaming 
along alone, produces as much 
pollution per day as 50 million 
cars driven the average daily 
distance.

A more relevant comparison, 
perhaps, is between the ship-
ping and the aviation indus-
tries. Each accounts for about 
three per cent of total emis-
sions of human origin, they are 
both growing fast, and they are 
both very hard nuts to crack.

Their shared basic problem 
is that you can’t easily electrify 
ships and planes. Electricity 
produced from nice, clean 
sources like solar or wind 
or hydro-power is little help 
because of the deplorable lack 
of very long extension cables, 
and batteries are too heavy for 
planes and not long-lasting 
enough for ships that spend 
weeks at sea.

That is why both seaborne 
trade and commercial aviation 
were excluded from the start 
from the emissions quotas 
that countries have signed up 
for. Instead, the International 
Maritime Organisation (IMO) 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Editor's 
Point of View

Will crisis spark long-term care reforms, or will it be business as usual?

want to see.
Paul Stolee, director 

of the Network for Aging 
Research and a professor 
in the University of Water-
loo School of Public Health 
and Health Systems, 
argues the longstanding 
shortcomings in the long-
term care sector didn’t 
mean pandemic had to be 
the crisis it became in such 
facilities.

“I don’t think it neces-
sarily was inevitable, 
because we know that 
some homes who got on 
top of things early, took 
precautions, brought in 
protective equipment, 
made adjustments to their 
staffing so they didn’t 
have people going to more 
than one home. They 
beefed up their infection 
control protocols. They 
got through quite well,” 

he said of the contrast 
between some homes, 
indicating that those who 
came out the worst could 
have done better even 
under the current under-
funded system.

Still, the pre-existing 
conditions made the 
sector ripe pickings for 
the spread of the virus, 
with Stolee noting that 
the first wave saw most of 
the attention focused on 
preventing the hospitals 
from being overwhelmed 
by the pandemic.

“I think the system in 
general was, in a way, a 
ready target for this kind of 
thing to happen. But part 
of the lack of preparedness 
was that our system took 
efforts to defend the acute 
care system, make sure 
they had the protective 
equipment, even at the 
expense of other parts of 
the system, discharged 
older people and others to 
home or to long term care 
homes so that they could 

free up acute care capacity. 
So the attention was very 
much ‘let’s protect the 
acute care system.’

“That’s kind of been the 
way our health care system 
has gone – the emphasis is 
on our acute care system. 
It’s well funded and well 
resourced, and other parts 
of the system are often an 
afterthought and don’t get 
the resources and atten-
tion they deserve.”

As those with chronic 
or not-easily diagnosed 
symptoms are often aware, 
our healthcare system 
isn’t as responsive as in 
the case of an acute illness, 
whether a broken bone or 
something in the vein of a 
heart attack or stroke. Or, 
as we’ve seen lately, mobi-
lizing ICU beds to deal 
with those stricken down 
by COVID-19.

The situation is even 
worse when it comes to 
the diseases of aging, 
for which we have few 
remedies. The system isn’t 

set up very well do deal 
with the likes of dementia 
and care for the elderly, 
who are often seen as on a 
one-way path through the 
healthcare experience.

There’s a currently a 
divide between efforts 
to keep seniors in their 
homes with some level of 
support, long-term care 
facilities and hospital-
ization, with the system 
always looking to avoid 
having beds taken up 
by those suffering from 
chronic diseases of aging. 
Better levels of homecare 
would help on all fronts, 
suggests Stolee.

“We need to think about 
efforts aimed at preven-
tion and rehabilitation. So, 
how can we prevent older 
people going into hospital 
in the first place or going 
into long term care?” he 
asked, noting the current 
crisis has highlighted the 
need for changes, partic-
ularly around spending 
more money and spending 

it more wisely.
“There is likely an inev-

itability that we’re going 
to have to invest more in 
the care of our older adults 
than we have. But I think 
there are some ways that 
we can strengthen the 
system overall, so that we 
can kind of mitigate what 
that overall cost impact is. 

“One thing I think we 
need to do, as part of that is 
make sure that we look at 
the whole system, not just 
the long term care system.”

Stolee notes a strength-
ened homecare system 
would keep people out of 
long-term care in the first 
place.

“So many people would 
prefer not to live in a 
long-term care home; they 
would prefer to stay in 
their own home. So why 
don’t they? Well, there isn’t 
the level of home support 
available that can allow 
them to do that.”

Improving the lives 
of those currently in the 
system is a good start, and 
the numbers show what 
we’re facing an even bigger 
crunch down the road.

A new report from the 
Canadian Medical Asso-
ciation estimates the cost 
and demand for elder 
care will nearly double 
by 2031, when some 
606,000 patients will 
seek long-term care, up 
from 380,000 in 2019. For 
Canadians aging at home, 
the demand for home care 
will increase to roughly 
1.8 million patients, up 
from nearly 1.2 million. 
This increase is projected 
to cost $490.6 billion over 
the next 10 years, with the 
annual price tag of elder 
care services growing from 
$29.7 billion per year in 
2019 to $58.5 billion per 
year in 2031. 

“We know the pandemic 
has exposed major cracks 
in seniors’ care,” says Dr. 
Ann Collins, CMA pres-
ident. “It is not hard to 
imagine what awaits them 

A year later, everybody's still improvising to bring something like normality back as we head into spring.

The most recent mass 
shootings in the U.S. 

– something of a return to 
pre-pandemic “normal” 
– elicited the usual calls 
for gun safety and the 
usual pushback from the 
ethically challenged but 
aggressive opponents of 
reform.

Crises bring the issue to 
the forefront, with time 
eventually putting it on 
the backburner ... until the 
next time.

Long-time advocates for 
reform to this country’s 
long-term care system 
hope officials here don’t 
follow suit.

For advocates for 
improvements to care for 
seniors, the COVID-19 
crisis has put into stark 
relief many of the short-
comings in the system, 
leading to widespread 
outbreaks, hospitaliza-
tions and deaths among 
the residents of many 
long-term care facilities 
– some 69 per cent of 
COVID-19 deaths in the 
country have been among 
residents of such homes, 
well above the interna-
tional average of about 41 
per cent.

Chronic underfund-
ing, understaffing, poor 
pay and aging facilities 
were all issues before the 
pandemic struck. Some 
critics have been warn-
ing about the issues for 
years, though they may 
not resort to “I told you so” 
under the circumstances. 
What they’d like to see is 
action taken to improve 
the lot of long-term care 
residents today and 
post-pandemic, prepa-
rations that would serve 
residents well during the 
next pandemic.

That some facilities 
fared much better than 
others during the first 
wave of the pandemic 
suggests that those that 
were better prepared and/
or reacted quickly are 
a model for the kind of 
improvements advocates →KANNON 10
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Sheds a generational divide

fatal mistake. You see, 
when I advanced, I stepped 
on an unseen rake that 
was waiting in malevolent 
ambush, which caused it to 
launch upward and smack 
me right between the eyes. 
Then I stumbled forward 
and did it again. The third 
time was just bad luck.

Luckily, I was able to 
regain my senses and 
retreat out of striking range 
so I could play dead for a 
few minutes. Then, I got up 
and immediately raised my 
arms and made myself look 
big while slowly talking to 
the rake and backing up to 
the house. Needless to say, 
I rowed in circles for the 
next few days.

On a subsequent foray 
into the deep and dark 
jungle that is my shed, 
I had a close call with a 
new and working lawn-
mower – and I won’t lie 
to you, those things scare 
the living crap out of me. 
Fortunately, this time 
I somehow managed 
to keep my wits about 
me. For I knew full well, 
from many previous 
experiences, that if you 
leave them alone, they 
will generally leave you 
alone – if you are lucky, for 

an entire summer. Even 
knowing this, it still took 
all my resolve to find the 
boater’s safety kit that I was 
hunting for. And I brushed 
up against a can of stain 
and brush to do so.

All this is to say, an 
outdoorsman’s shed is also 
full of horror and unsolved 
mysteries.

Last spring, for instance, 
I found the bait bucket 
from the previous ice fish-
ing season and it still had 
bait inside it. The bucket, 
it turns out, was hiding 
behind a big menacing 
wheelbarrow.

Let me stop here and 
say it is not my inten-
tion to frighten younger 
outdoorsmen who have 
no experience with sheds 
of their own. All I mean 
to do is show them that 
caution and experience 
are required. For in every 
older outdoorsman’s shed 
there are terrible things 
designed to make a grown 
man’s stomach churn – in 
that case, a wheelbarrow.

Right now, I am steady-
ing my nerves for another 
foray into our shed. I tried 
to take a smarter approach 
this year. I asked Jenn 
if she might go into the 
shed and fetch the rake 
and wheelbarrow for me. 
It would have worked too 
had she not ran into the 
bait bucket I lost this year.

These days when a 
young outdoorsman 

talks about shed hunting, 
they are referring to the 
wonderfully pleasant 
pastime of walking through 
the fields and forests look-
ing for deer antlers that 
were discarded by bucks 
sometime around January.

Bless their hearts. 
The older outdoorsman 

imagines something quite 
different, however. And it 
is the stuff horror movie 
franchises are made of.

Shed hunting for us older 
outdoorsmen is the unfor-
tunate annual act of having 
to go into the garden shed 
to search for things like 
canoe paddles, fishing 
nets, outboard motors, gas 
tanks and personal floata-
tion devices.

As such, shed hunting 
is one of the more danger-
ous hunting sports. In 
fact, it can sometimes get 
downright violent and 
devolve into a life-or-death 
confrontation. 

Last year, for instance, I 
barely survived an attack 
by a predatory garden 
rake while searching for 
the second oar to my tin 
boat. This happened only 
because I got sloppy and 
dropped my guard when I 
caught a glimpse of the oar 
in the far corner behind a 
veil of spider webs. That 
turned out to be an almost 

and the International Air 
Transport Association 
(IATA) were given the job 
of reducing the emissions 
of their own industries. 
With exactly the results 
you would expect.

The IMO promised an 
actual reduction in carbon 
dioxide emissions from 
shipping for the first time 
in 2018: a 50 per cent cut 
by 2050. Not ‘net-zero’ 
emissions by 2050, like 110 
countries have pledged, 
but just half that. It’s 
a start – or it would be 
except that the IMO is not 
going to start enforcing 
emissions reductions at all 
until 2029 or 2030.

There are two ways to 
limit the damage from 
marine fuel emissions. 
One is to burn low sulphur 
bunker (an extra $15-20 
per metric tonne), which 
cuts harmful sulphur diox-
ide emissions but doesn’t 
lower CO2. But what most 
ships are actually doing is 
burn the cheapest bunker 
oil, install ‘open-loop 
scrubbers’ to bring the 
emissions down to 0.5 per 
cent sulphur instead of 3.5 
per cent – and dump the 
excess sulphur into the 
ocean.

The one way to cut 
maritime carbon dioxide 
emissions fast is to lower 
the speed of the ships: 

reducing a large ship’s 
speed by 10 per cent cuts 
its CO2 emissions by 27 per 
cent. But the best measure 
of all, until a new genera-
tion of wind-driven cargo 
ships matures, is to cut the 
sheer volume of trinkets 
travelling by sea.

You can still have your 
cheap garden furniture, 
brand-name sneakers 
and plastic Easter eggs if 
you want, but make them 
closer to home and pay 
a little more. And put at 
least as much pressure 
on the world’s shipping 
industry for emissions 
cuts as popular opinion 
is already exerting on the 
aviation industry.

DYER : Shipping cargo is a dirty business, best alleviated 
by making the stuff we want closer to home
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 �The sun isn’t as 
shiny as editorial 
suggests

To the Editor,
I feel as though the 

editorial in the March 25 
Observer is a bit disin-
genuous. It states that the 
average wage in Ontario 
for all Ontarians is around 
$55,000 and proceeds 
to compare that to the 
205,000 public employ-

ees on the sunshine list 
making over $100,000. 
No note is made of the 
fact that the sunshine list 
covers only 205,000 of 
the over 650,000 work-
ers paid from provincial 
coffers. 

The “precipitously” 
growing number of 
people on the list is raised 
but glossed over is the 
fact that if inflation had 
been included in the 
list since its inception 

in 1996, the 2021 salary 
cap would be in excess 
of $155,000 drastically 
reducing the number of 
people on the list. To put 
it in perspective a new 
Ford F150 in 1996 would 
have set you back about 
$18,000. That truck, in its 
2021 version, will cost you 
considerably more than 
$30,000. 

Paul Marrow
WINTERBOURNE

 �Cartoon 
undercuts the 
safety of 
COVID-19 
vaccines

To the Editor,
Re: the Lefcourtland 

cartoon in the March 25 
issue, publishing  such a 
cartoon during a time of 
unprecedented pandemic 
is irresponsible.

If you feel that you 
would not be someone 
who would not get a 
vaccine because you are 
not certain if it would have 
negative effects further 
down the road, then that is 
your prerogative, but you 
would be wise to read the 
literature on this topic.

Read info on sites like 
the CDC, NACI where the 
information is science-
based.

And in our area we have 
populations who do not 
see the news on television 
or their iPad. If they are 
reading the Observer that 
is dropped off in their 
lanes, you have a respon-
sibility to provide good, 
accurate information. 

This may be the only 
‘news’ they see.

To date, studies  are 
showing  no ill effects 

directly related to the 
COVID vaccines. Millions 
of people have been vacci-
nated. The COVID vaccines 
are built on the existing 
science of already devel-
oped vaccines  by people 
whose life’s work has been 
the study of cell biology . 

The COVID vaccines did 
not just get cooked up in 
a big vat yesterday by the 
guys having their beer and 
pretzels.

Can you imagine if this 
cartoon was in the local 
papers  when the polio 
vaccine came out and 
parents were afraid to have 
their children vaccinated,  
and instead of roughly 90 
per cent of children being 
vaccinated, almost  none 
of them were?

If you look around our 
society where vaccines 
have been widely used 
for many years, you will 
not see your neighbours 
or yourself with diseases 
like diphtheria, polio, 
whooping cough running 
rampant, and the often 
times very serious adverse 
effects of meningitis, 
measles, and chicken pox. 
That is  because  most of 
our children are vacci-
nated for these things.

Choosing not to vacci-
nate is like playing Russian 
roulette. You would be 

relying on the good sense 
of strangers to have all 
been vaccinated them-
selves and you would need 
a very high percentage of 
the population vaccinated 
to have the protection of 
herd immunity. And that 
would be just a little bit 
selfish.

These vaccines right 
now are the best we’ve got 
in the war against COVID-
19. Don’t underestimate 
our scientists who have 
developed these vaccines, 
whose life work has been 
developing vaccines, and 
listen to what the doctors 
are telling us.

When in your lifetime 
have you ever heard  
anything like you are 
seeing and hearing now.?

We are not talking about 
‘fake news’ here. This is 
a pretty big deal and we 
all need to get with the 
program.

Show respect to yourself, 
your neighbour, the store 
clerks, the people on the 
airplane you might sit next 
to hopefully in the near 
future. I could go on.

It’s so easy. The work has 
been done for us. Just get 
your vaccine as soon as it is 
available to you.

Colleen Jack
ELMIRA

 �Vaccine cartoon 
was a disservice 
to many people

To the Editor,
I have never written a 

letter to the editor before 
but this  week’s “cartoon” 
(Observer, Mar. 25/21) has 
me so upset that I feel I 
must comment.  

Making a joke about 
possible  side effects of 
Astra Zeneca or Johnson 
& Johnson vaccines is 
in very poor taste.  Have 

you forgotten all the 
vaccinations and medical 
advances that have been 
made and all the lives that 
have been saved over the 
past 150 years because of 
them?

Some people are afraid 
of the vaccine and possible 
side effects but why poke 
fun at their fears.  If seeing 
this “cartoon” makes 
even one person shy away 
from getting the vaccine, 
then your paper has done 
a disservice to all the 
doctors, nurses and other 

frontline workers, to all 
those people who have lost 
their jobs and businesses, 
all those who are awaiting 
medical procedures that 
have been postponed 
because our hospitals are 
on the verge of collapse, 
all those who are suffering 
from mental issues causes 
by fear and loneliness,  and 
most of all to those who 
have either had COVID, will 
have COVID or have lost a 
family member to COVID.  

Gail Eby
ELMIRA

in the next decade with no 
plan in place to address 
a growing demand for 
care along with chang-
ing expectations for 
aging at home. Planning 
and investment by all 
governments should be 
underway today to cope 
with this unprecedented 
demographic shift and the 
disruption to our current 

model of institutional 
care.”

To date, we’ve under-
valued the long-term 
care system. Whether the 
current crisis prompts us 
to do better remains to be 
seen.

“We’re going to need to 
invest some resources,” 
Stolee argues. “I think 
if you ask most people 
‘would you want a repeat 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

KANNON : More resources will be needed to effect change
→FROM 9 of what’s happened in our 

long-term care sector? 
Would you like to see a 
much better standard 
of care? Would you like 
to see a long-term care 
sector in which people are 
living in something that’s 
much more home-like and 
conducive to a good qual-
ity of life?’ I think most 
people would be support-
ive of that.”

2020 OCNA BNC 
Award Finalists 

General Excellence Circ. 12,500 - 22,499

Best Editorial  Circ. over 10,000

Humour Columnist of the year
Cartoonist of the year
Best Front Page Circ. over 10,000

In House Promotion
Local Retail Layout
Best Community Website Circ. over 10,000
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BusinessBusiness Housing price increases are still outpacing 
the recovery in fundamental factors, such as 
labour income, meaning Canada's national 
housing market remains moderately vulner-
able, with more pronounced vulnerabilities 
in large cities and smaller centres, according 
to a new report from the Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation (CMHC).

Wellesley council this week gave formal 
approval, required under the Retail Business 
Holiday Act, to allow LCBO agency stores 
in the township to sell alcohol on permissi-
ble statutory holidays: Victoria Day, Canada 
Day, Labour Day, Thanksgiving and Family 
Day.

Housing vulnerabilities Holiday cheers

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

GRAVEL PIT OPERA-
TORS AREN’T PAYING 
enough to the municipali-
ties that host them, a situ-
ation local governments 
are looking change. 

To that end, the Top 
Aggregate Producing 
Municipalities of Ontario 
(TAPMO) has hired a firm 
to help bring the provin-
cial government onside 
with its efforts to get 
more out of the aggregate 
industry.

Currently, gravel pits 
pay less in property tax 
than single-family homes 
and small businesses, a 

Municipalities look for more taxes from gravel pits
Gravel pits are mostly smaller-scale in Woolwich, which isn't a large producer of aggregate but sees benefits in changing the assessment system for such properties. Submitted

situation that falls short 
of what municipalities 
should be getting, says 
North Dumfries Mayor 
Sue Foxton, who chairs 
TAPMO.

“This is something that, 
in my mind, has been a 
problem for some time. 
These producers are 
paying far less in taxes 
than your average resi-
dential homes – I think 
it’s 75 cents on the dollar 
[for households and small 
businesses] compared to 
25 cents [for producers]. 
We’re trying to make sure 
that there’s fairness for 
those paying more than 
the properties,” said 
Foxton. “We feel that’s 

wrong. We feel they are 
making a lot of money, and 
they’re not paying their 
fair shares.”

She says a few years ago 
the aggregate industry 
lobbied to have sites taxed 
at the farm rate. The rate 
under which they fell was 
Level 5, the lowest for 
taxation. 

TAPMO wants to see 
reforms such as the Minis-
try of Finance creating a 
separate property class for 
aggregate producing prop-
erties, as well as issuing a 
directive to the Municipal 
Property Assessment 
Corporation (MPAC) on 
how to assess these prop-
erties.

The current property tax 
valuation structure used 
by MPAC is deemed unfair 
by TAPMO, which says the 
low assessment of aggre-
gate properties has been 
extreme to say the least, 
with a review conducted 
showing that in some 
Ontario municipalities, 
the current methodology 
doesn’t work.

The low tax revenue 
from gravel pit sites means 
property taxes are shifted 
to residential properties, 
said Foxton.

Also deemed unfair 
to municipalities is the 
low royalty revenue they 
receive from these sites, 
something Foxton says 

ends up costing munici-
palities yet more. 

“North Dumfries is 
the third or fourth top 
aggregate producing 
municipality in Ontario. 
We got $600,000 last year, 
which is a good amount. 
However, one kilometre 
of road costs us just under 
$900,000 [to repair].”

She says the use of 
heavy trucks – one of these 
loaded with gravel is the 
equivalent of 8,000 cars 
– is causing significant 
damage to roads in the 
municipality. 

In their township, there 
are many signs along roads 
prohibiting truck traffic, 
though drivers choose to 

ignore the signs, which in 
turn shows on the crum-
bling roads, said Foxton.

In one example, she 
says there is a road where 
a steep slope is starting 
to get worse towards an 
embankment due to truck 
traffic. She estimates the 
cost to upgrade the road 
in the millions, just so the 
trucks – which are not 
supposed to use them – 
can drive down them. 

Woolwich Township is 
one member municipal-
ity of TAPMO that signed 
on to the new initiative, 
providing $2,100 towards 
hiring the outside firm. 

Director of finance Rich-
→ TAPMO 12

Woolwich among those signing on to TAPMO’s hiring of firm to push province to change property tax rules

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that support your local newspaper.
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ard Petherick says that 
over the last three years, 
the township received 
an average of $29,756 
annually – $19,536 in 
2018, $29,185 in 2019, and 
$40,547 in 2020. 

While Woolwich may 
not see the impacts that 
other townships such as 

North Dumfries experi-
ence related to the gravel 
pits, Petherick says sign-
ing on to the attempt at 
changing provincial policy 
can potentially help the 
township down the road. 

“It could always come to 
us in the future, because 
you never know what 
the future is going to 

I walked downtown and 
back in a T-shirt Tues-

day.
A friend says he’s never 

seen his garden soil so 
warm at this time of year.

The Twitterverse is alive 
with photos of farmers 
doing fieldwork. 

And suddenly, birds are 
chirping VERY LOUDLY.

Does this mean we are 
experiencing climate 
change? No, these are 
anecdotes, and most likely 
they’re signs of an early or 
false spring.

But lately, there’s a 
tendency to overreact to 
everything, including 
extreme weather events, 
particularly when they 
involve a climbing ther-
mometer. Climate change 
deniers point to such reac-
tions as a sign of hysteria 
and use them to justify 
their position.   

As time goes by, though, 
I don’t think society is 

Let’s stop pretending climate change is not real
OWEN 

ROBERTS 
Food For 
Thought

overreacting to climate 
change. And people who 
believe it shouldn’t be cast 
aside.   

The evidence is there. To 
begin with, NASA, which 
keeps tabs on the tempera-
ture on every planet in our 
solar system, including 
Earth, says climate change 
is real. If we are to believe 
any climate change 
authority, NASA’s a good 
one to side with.  

NASA says multiple 
studies published in 
peer-reviewed scientific 
journals show that 97 per 
cent of actively publishing 
climate scientists agree 
that climate-warming 
trends over the past 
century are happen-
ing. Further, it says, they 

are likely due to human 
activities. 

Most of the leading 
scientific organizations 
worldwide, including the 
American Medical Associ-
ation, have issued public 
statements endorsing 
this position. This is one 
of my favourites, from an 
organization representing 
physicists, the American 
Physical (yes, physical) 
Society:

“Earth’s changing 
climate is a critical issue 
and poses the risk of 
significant environmen-
tal, social and economic 
disruptions around the 
globe,” it says. “While 
natural sources of climate 
variability are significant, 
multiple lines of evidence 
indicate that human influ-
ences have had an increas-
ingly dominant effect 
on global climate warm-
ing observed since the 
mid-twentieth century.”

Back to NASA. It says 
Earth’s average surface 
temperature has risen 
about 2.12 degrees F (1.18 
degrees C) since the late 
19th century. Most of the 
warming occurred in the 
past 40 years, with the 
seven most recent years 
being the warmest.The 
years 2016 and 2020 are 
tied for the warmest year 
on record.

Many journalists, partic-
ularly those who consider 
academics and research-
ers the best information 
sources (as a recent survey 
showed more than 85 per 
cent do), are believers. 
Institutions like one called 
Nordic Bridges, supported 
by the embassies of the 
Nordic countries and 
Canada, have created 
a fellowship for young 
journalists to explore the 
issue and learn more, so 
they’ll have a foundation 
for reporting on climate 

change.
“There has never been a 

more urgent time to docu-
ment how climate change 
is affecting communities, 
culture and our planet – 
and what we can do to stop 
it,” it says.

Against this backdrop, 
I was proud of Conserva-
tive leader Erin O’Toole 
for saying climate change 
is important to him as a 
father of young children, 
and for trying to get his 
party to buy into it. Even 
those who deny it must 
be concerned about the 
statistics. Odds are they 
too have some skin in the 
game, like O’Toole, and 
care how climate change 
will affect their kids, and 
their kids’ kids.

Farming, which 
depends so much on 
weather, is a good barom-
eter for climate change. 
A report this week out of 
Michigan, where most of 

the U.S. chipping pota-
toes come from, noted 
how potato producers 
there are having to buy 
new and more powerful 
refrigeration units for the 
crops they harvest and 
store, because the warmer 
climate is making storage 
harder.

The report says annual 
period with outdoor air 
cool enough to store pota-
toes in Michigan’s primary 
production area will likely 
shrink by up to 17 days by 
mid-century and up to a 
month by the late 2100s. 
The parallel is not exact 
for Ontario, but similar.

So if farmers see the 
change, and much of 
the Conservative party’s 
support is rural based, 
why isn’t the party (other 
than O’Toole and his 
entourage) listening to its 
supporters? 

Denial must stop. 
Climate change is real.

TAPMO: Woolwich is among those municipalities who've contributed to effort that looks to change provincial policy
→FROM 11 hold. When gravel pits 

or gravel companies 
are looking to wher-
ever they can find the 
gravel and depending 
on how important it is 
to the province, they’re 
the ones that dictate 
the rules around what 
gravel companies can 
and can’t do and where 

they can be. Sometimes 
while they have to go 
through a zoning change 
here locally, you’ll find 
that the province at 
times may trump what 
the local municipalities 
do. So, you never know 
what kind of an impact 
this may have in Wool-
wich in the future. And 

I think this is why our 
council was very much 
supportive giving $2,100 
to TAPMO for them to 
engage [the outside 
firm].”

Petherick says there are 
15 gravel pit sites in the 
township, which is not a 
large supplier of sand and 
gravel.

TAPMO has hired the 
Upstream Strategy Group, 
a government relations 
firm intent on identify-
ing the inequity in the 
assessment model, and 
potential methods for 
MPACs review. The goal is 
to have the province adopt 
an improved assessment 
approach.

jobs.observerxtra.com

COUPON CODE: JOBBOARD25 
SAVE $25.00 ON NEXT LISTING*

Looking for work(ers)?
jobs.observerxtra.com

Looking for work(ers)?
Observer Job Board + Print = Maximum Exposure

Visit our newly launched full-service 
self-serve job board aimed to help local 
businesses connect with local people 
looking for work. Combine the power of the 
print and online and we’ll get you in front of 
our local audience.

 Employer dashboard to post & edit listings
 Add logo, images, video and links to listing
 Online applications or by link or email
 Featured listings - added exposure
 All listing pushed to social media
 30 day listings
 Job notification alerts direct to email
 Purchase safely online with credit card

*Expires April 30/21

#JOBLOCAL

Introductory offer:
Save for a limited time.

Advertise local. Hire local. Job local.
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One-Stop Complete Automotive Maintenance & 
Service

656 Colby Drive, Unit 1A, Waterloo    519-883-1661
www.dwightstransmission.ca
  Established in 2002, Dwight’s Transmission & Service is 
the alternative repair shop to dealerships.  Investing time in new 
and up coming technologies helps this shop to be educated also 
in newer vehicles. Their shop has a great team and has the 
desire and ambition to work on any vehicle.

Owner and head technician (licensed Red Seal 1989)
Dwight Gutzke with over 36 years of vehicle experience knows 
that if they treat the customer with respect, fairness and honesty, 
they will have loyal customers who will gladly refer friends and 
family.  
       Dwight’s Transmission & Service an award winning business 
(2020 Readers Choice Award Waterloo Chronicle (Platinum) is 
able to provide customers with a quality transmission service 
that gives an outstanding value and price savings.  Their overall 
goal is to give customer’s quality work at a great price.  They 
also strive to complete all jobs on time, getting you back on the 
road as quickly as possible, and at a competitive price.
  Rebuilding a transmission is a cheaper alternative to 
completing replacing it and they recommend it in most cases. 
Because Dwight’s Transmission & Service is working with the 
original part there are no issues with fit and they have all the kits 
in-house to repair your transmission. They have completed 
over 4,000+ rebuilds and counting, plus offer warranties from 
one year, to lifetime on all of their transmission rebuilds.
    Their shop is equipped to provide professional diagnostic 
problem solving, troubleshooting, tune-ups, tires, as well as 
lube/oil/filter service, ABS brakes, suspension, A/C, along with 
oil spray undercoating to protection your vehicle from the harsh 
elements.  They also provide a no charge pre-trip inspection, 
bumper to bumper-lights, tires, suspension, fluid, engine run-
ability and much more!

Save money with their Buy 4 Oil Changes, receive the 5th at 
no charge!  Fleet service is always welcome. 
       If your vehicle is malfunctioning, bring it into the specialists 
at Dwight’s Transmission & Service.  

Like them on Facebook.

Where Tires are a Specialty not a sideline!

371 Arthur St. S. Elmira                       519-669-3232
www.oktireelmira.com        toll free 1-877-667-6604
      Tires are the only point of contact a vehicle has with the 
road. They play a great role in providing you with a safe and 
comfortable ride.
      Buying tires is easy.  It’s finding the right ones for your 
vehicle that can be difficult. To make the choice hassle free 
we suggest you visit OK Tire Store (Elmira).  Their goal is to 
focus on customer service. It is the foundation of their business. 
They employ a well-trained staff specializing in the sale and 
installation for your passenger car, van, SUV, light truck, tractor, 
farm equipment, industrial, ATV, and lawn & garden tires, which 
are all available at competitive prices.  
   OK Tire offers a huge variety of tire brands including 
Bridgestone, Firestone, Kumho, Toyo, Continental, Pirelli and 
General Tire just to mention a few. 
  They carry a great selection of custom wheels for a distinctive 
look, plus LUND® premium accessories for your car, truck, SUV 
or van, along with WeatherTech® floor matts and complete 
accessories. 

OK Tire Store (Elmira) feature agriculture tractor and 
farm equipment tires that provide better soil compaction, 
flotation, ride, traction, wear and resistance to damage.  They 
are available in a variety of treads designed to handle every 
agricultural application.   

OK Tire Store (Elmira) are also an Unverferth Wheel dealer, 
with access to all sorts of original equipment, antique and custom 
wheels, for most farm equipment application, including dual and 
triple hardware. They provide Trelleborg Wheel Systems, tractor 
tires and complete wheels, plus wheel ballasting. 
  More than just tires they offer 24-hr farm and highway service 
with a fleet of 5 mobile trucks, 3 of which are fully equipped with 
cranes to handle the largest of tires and wheels.
  O.K. Tire Stores has grown to become Canada’s largest 
independent chain of tire retailers with the buying power of over 
300 locations coast to coast.  Local owners Rob Bowman and
Eric Brubacher and their friendly staff have been serving the 
region faithfully since 1993.
    Drop by today, ask about tire rebates and specials.

“ Our Strength is Your Beauty ” 

112 Oriole Parkway, Elmira                 519-669-8234
(At Flamingo Dr., in the Birdland Plaza)

Most people will admit that their visit to the salon & spa will 
be about the feel-good factor, the calm and the freedom that 
comes with it, instead of solely the grooming and the pampering 
factor.  

There is a therapeutic element that improves ones overall 
wellness, we leave the salon feeling beautiful and clean which 
pumps up the perception we have about ourselves. More than 
skin deep Guys & Dolls Salon & Spa is a place or sharing and 
caring. 

Local owner/stylist Lori Weber is proud of her business, and 
hardworking staff members who offer a range of services that 
nurture clients’ senses and spirit.  These range from hairstyling, 
facials, soothing manicures and pedicures, waxing, tinting, 
facial waxing, ear piercing, makeup application, to facials, mask 
facials, and hot stone massage.

Guys & Dolls Salon & Spa can create successful hairstyles 
including children’s, men’s and women’s, updos, highlights, 
colouring and perms. 

Guys & Dolls Salon & Spa features an entire range of 
hair treatment products by Matrix, Biolage, Kenra, American 
Crew, as well as O.P.I nail products, plus DevaCurl cleansers, 
hydrators, definition and curl styling products, along with expert 
tips to help maintain your look at home.  

Give the gift of beauty and relaxation with a gift card to Guys 
& Dolls Salon & Spa.  Gift cards are perfect for birthdays, 
anniversaries, graduations, holidays, or just as a thank you. For 
your convenience, gift cards can be purchase in-store, online 
www.guysanddolls.ca, or over the phone. 

The health, wellness and safety of their guests, team 
members, and community are the top priority at Guys & Dolls 
Salon & Spa. The staff sanitize, disinfect and provide a safe 
environment for everyone, while upholding best practices to 
ensure they can continue to delivery quality services while 
keeping everyone safe.

Being a very progressive business they Guys & Dolls 
Salon & Spa is moving to a new location. Their new home is off 
of Memorial Ave. (back parking lot of Chervin furniture).  

Created for high standard of safety in mind, their new shop 
will have a private room for each of their services.  Call today to 
book an appointment, also Like them on Facebook.

Over 50 Years of Hobby Flock Expertise

6880 Line 86, RR # 4, Elmira               519-669-2225
www.pulletsplus.com
       With over 50 years of hobby flock expertise Pullets Plus 
Inc. has supplied the hobby farmer, rural egg producer and 
chicken enthusiast with a wide variety of quality pullets, and are 
the best place to shop in the region.
       If you are interested in keeping chickens on your farm or 
in your backyard, you need to know about the proper lighting, 
feeding, and nest boxes that will help them mature into healthy 
laying hens.
      Starting a backyard flock could also be a rewarding project 
for Canadians who now face the prospect of spending weeks or 
months at home, with workers laid off, furloughed, or working 
remotely.      
     Pullets Plus Inc. sell both White and Red ready-to-lay 
hens and pullets that offer excellent laying performance, and 
are known for exceptional egg-laying productivity.  These birds 
are hardy, friendly and good layers. Raisers say they are docile, 
friendly, and easy to keep.
     Pullets Plus Inc. offers a wide selection of top-quality poultry 
farming equipment to make your chicken operation run more 
smoothly, whether you are a backyard chicken hobbyist or a 
professional breeder. From feeders and nests, to transport 
crates they stock all the necessary chicken raising supplies you 
need at competitive prices. 

Pullets Plus Inc. carry both new and used equipment 
including incubators, drinkers, chicken feed, leg bands, feed 
scooper, heat lamps, and complete hen accessories. They offer 
equipment and housing for hobby farmers and back-yard flocks 
in city settings.   

At Pullets Plus Inc. no order is too small for this exceptional 
business.  They offer delivery both local and long-distance 
transport.  Call for details.
      We suggest you view their website www.pulletsplus.com to 
see their complete line of quality products online. 
      Stop by their retail store for egg supplies: cartons, flats, 
crates, candler and scale, new & used feeders, drinkers, cages 
and nests.  
       Pullets Plus Inc.  is open Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm, 
Saturday 8:00am-3:00pm and closed Sunday and statutory 
holidays.

Locally Owned.  Genuinely Canadian

 22 Church St. W., Elmira                    519-669-5537
1-844-866-5537

At Elmira Home Hardware, they do their best to provide 
the highest-quality service and expert advice to each and every 
person who steps into their store.

  Established in 1879, Elmira Home Hardware is part of 
the easily identifiable Home “umbrella” name with 1079 stores 
across Canada.  Local Dealer/owner Krista McBay and her 
professional team including daughter Cassy and her husband 
Brad, look forward to meeting your needs.

Elmira Home Hardware features Benchmark hand and 
power tools, hardware and fasteners, bulk bins of nails, plumbing 
and electrical supplies, gardening, seasonal items, bicycle’s, 
window and screen repairs, key cutting, skate sharpening, small 
appliances, barbecues, Kuraidori cookware, Traeger grills, 
BBQ’s, auto accessories, housewares, giftware, toys, sporting 
goods, work wear, bottled water, V-belts, pulleys, wood stoves, 
and a 2,000 sq. ft. Farm Supply Department. 

Elmira Home Hardware’s award winning Paint Department 
carries quality Beauti-Tone Paint.   The Beauti-Tone Loyalty 
program allows you to earn free paint.  Buy 6 get one Free, it’s 
that simple.

Elmira Home Hardware Design Centre offers quality kitchen 
or bathroom fixtures by leading designers, and custom cabinetry 
made in Canada.
   Elmira Home Hardware can create a completely coordinated 

solution for any room in your home with quality custom-made 
window treatments by Hunter Douglas and Maxxmar™ plus 
Levolor Trim+Go rollers shades, cut to size in-store.  Free in-
home consultation is available.
  Elmira Home Hardware’s Lighting Gallery features many 
great lighting ideas for every room in your home.
      You can shop in person or online at www.homehardware.ca.  
Place your order electronically, and pick it up at Elmira Home 
Hardware. eGift Cards are available, You also earn Aeroplan 
Miles with your purchase. 
    We suggest you check out Elmira Home Hardware’s new 
store-within-a-store concept M&M Food Market Express section, 
and try their convenient single serve entrees, prepared meals, 
appetizers and desserts. 
    Their Covid 19 safety protocol allows customers a pleasant 
shopping experience, plus a curbside pickup, and local delivery 
is available.
 Like them on Facebook. www.facebook.com/
ElmiraHomeHardware  They are open 7 days a week for your 
convenience.  

No matter the application if it’s powered by or 
backed up with a battery ... more often than not, 

we have a solution

8272 Wellington Rd.  7, RR1 Moorefield      519-638-8990
www.standalonebatteries.com

With people’s driving habits changing because of the 
pandemic often parking their vehicles for days and weeks on 
end, their battery is not being charged on a regular basis.  Even 
if you’re driving every day, but only for short trips to the store, 
you’re shortening the life of your battery because it never fully 
recharges 
   Battery life is tough to predict – it depends on the age of 
the battery, the climate and how often you drive.  If that doesn’t 
work, it’s probably time for a replacement battery from Stand 
Alone Battery and Charger Services.

Established in 2015, local owner Daniel Tanguay has years 
of experience in the battery industry.  Stand Alone Battery and 
Charger Services has motive power industry experience since 
the year 2000. 

Stand Alone Battery and Charger Services feature 
products by Magnacharge, Odyssey, Trojan Deep Cycle, and 
Trolling Thunder Marine Dual Purpose Batteries, along with new 
automotive batteries for all makes and models of cars, trucks, 
new heavy duty batteries for farm machinery, lawn and garden 
tractor batteries, Gel, Solar, recreational batteries for motorcycle, 
ATV, scooter, watersport, snowmobile, golf cart, medical & 
mobility batteries & service, SLA batteries - emergency lighting 
/ UPS backup, large construction equipment and large highway 
trucks, deep cycle and AGM batteries, plus industrial batteries 
for commercial use in forklifts, plus battery and charger on site 
repair services.

They also sell booster packs including the impressive NOCO 
Genius Boost Pro Jump Starter, portable Lithium battery jump 
starter complete with accessories.    

Stand Alone Battery and Charger Services specializes in 
helping the Mennonite community by providing battery back up 
systems for generators and batteries to keep your lights visible 
on your buggy while driving at night. 

They are open Monday to Saturday 8:00am-6:00pm, with 
emergency appointments available. Like them on Facebook.
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CO-CHAIRS 
MESSAGE

Welcome friends and 
neighbours to our 

first ever virtual maple 
syrup festival. 

Although we are very 
disappointed that we 
cannot welcome you to a 
day of food, crafts, tours 
and activities in Elmira, 
we hope that you enjoy 
what we have put together 
for you to enjoy virtually.

Please visit our new 
website, elmiramaple-
syrup.com, and look for us 
on Facebook and Insta-
gram.  Enjoy the news and 
activities there; Sappy 
Hour will be presented on 
April 9, Chef D on April 
10, watch a video of maple 
syrup production and 
enjoy your pancake box at 
home. 

The Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival is celebrating 
57 successful years and 
has raised more than $1.7 
million that has gone back 
to support the community 
and local organizations. 
The Elmira Maple Syrup 
Committee and Festival 
could not have continued 
without the generosity of 
our sponsors, local busi-
nesses, and the commu-
nity who continue to 
support our organization, 
thank you for your contin-
ued encouragement and 
persistence in supporting 
the festival! 

On behalf of the 
committee members and 
volunteers who work so 
hard every year to make 
this event successful, 
we thank you for your 
support in the past and 
look forward to seeing you 
again in person.

Doug McLean 
& Jessica Bauer

CO-CHAIRS

The Greater Kitchener Waterloo Chamber of Commerce 
has been a part of the community for over 130 years.
We continue to lead and live by our mission 
of “Business Building Community.”

Stay updated by connecting with us online!

Elmira Maple Syrup Festival
Proud Supporter of the 2021

Greater KW Chamber of Commerce @GKWCC greaterkwchamber.comGKWCC

Networking • Education • Member Discounts • Physician Recruitment

Welcome to the virtual 2021  Elmira Maple Syrup Festival

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

IN A TYPICAL YEAR, 
THE Optimist Club of 
Elmira would have been 
busy in the run-up to the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festi-
val, with all hands on deck 
for the big day. It’s a much 
quieter affair this year, 
however.

Still, the organization is 
in the spirit of the season, 
taking part in the virtual 
version of the festival, 
which conjured up an 
online presence this year 
after being forced to cancel 
outright the 2020 event at 
the outset of the COVID-19 

 Elmira Optimists take popular maple taffy online
pandemic.

The festival is typically 
a big fundraising oppor-
tunity for the club, which 
would normally have 
both a food booth on the 
mall and be hosting the 
very popular maple taffy 
demonstration. 

“That was generally a 
core part downtown,” says 
club president Wilfred 
Doll of the taffy demon-
stration. “What we would 
do is we’d set up an area, 
a little fire pit going, and 
we’d have our equipment, 
which includes a cast-iron 
bucket in which to boil. We 
boil the slab, and when it’s 
ready, we load it on snow 

and then roll it up on a 
stick – that would be your 
maple taffy.

The fenced-off area is 
typically surrounded by 
onlookers watching the 
process ... and eager to get 
a taste of the sweet treat.

With the in-person 
part of the festival being 
cancelled, the club worked 
with the Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival committee 
to keep the tradition alive. 

“I wasn’t quite sure what 
they meant by virtual, 
but it gave us the idea 
of maybe on the virtual 
stream we could put some-
thing out that would kind 
of involve our maple taffy 

demonstration. My daugh-
ter actually had the idea 
of maybe doing a video – I 
thought that was a really 
good idea, so that’s what 
we did,” said Doll of how 
the online demonstration 
came to be.

“We gathered our 
equipment up, and we 
were able to secure a spot 
out at one of the farms, a 
West Montrose member. 
We set up there, and 
we got a student from  
Conestoga College in the 
broadcasting program to 
volunteer to do the shoot 
and produce a video for us. 
That worked very well.” 

The club had created 

a promotional flyer on 
their Facebook page in 
hopes that some people 
would sponsor the video 
to help give back to the 
festival, which is a major 
fundraiser not only for 
the service clubs that take 
part but for a number of 
charities supported by the 
festival itself.

“Part of this was that 
we were hoping to get 
sponsors for a video. We 
were able to get a sponsor 
to donate some maple 
syrup for video, which was 
good. And now we’ve been 
able to scare up a couple 
other sponsors, but didn’t 

VIRTUAL
FESTIVAL ACTIVITY GUIDE

→VIRTUAL TAFFY 19
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In a sticky situation?
Let us partner with you to

build your brand and improve
your digital assets.

519-591-8801
Info@GeckoWebsites.com

rpmconstructionltd@yahoo.com

519-669-1217

rpmconstructionltd

@rpmconstructionltd

FAMILY RUN SINCE 1991 

DEDICATION • QUALITY • HONESTY • WORKMANSHIP

Full home renovations, outdoor living spaces, 
additions, kitchens, bathrooms, 

basements windows, doors & trim work

On behalf of Council and Staff 
at the Township of Woolwich ...

Welcome to the 
56th Elmira Maple 

Syrup Festival.
Enjoy your day in Elmira.Sandy Shantz, Mayor

On behalf of Council 
and Staff at the 

Township of Woolwich ...

Welcome to the 2021 Virtual 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival.

MCC Thrift 
101 Hazelglen Dr. 

Kitchener

MCC Thrift on Kent
50 Kent Ave, 

Kitchener

New Hamburg Thrift Centre
41 Heritage Dr. 
New Hamburg

MCC Thrift & Gift
59 Church St. W., 

Elmira

Volunteers are always welcome
Follow all our shops 

THE ELMIRA MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL

ACROSS
3 Outside the arena
7 They help fund the event
8 Popular meat of the day
10 Some maple syrup 
bottles are in this shape
11 Street the festival is on
12 Pancake flipping 
contest is here
13 Usually $5 and can 
be hard to find
17 Tours happen here
19 Deep fried and topped 
with maple syrup
21 People get up really for 
this food in particular
22 Get you to and from
23 Mars bars are best when
25 Responsisble for planning
28 Fun for the kids
30 Flapjack
31 Accronym for the day
33 Lots of people
35 Most commonly 
pink and blue
36 Sweet
37 Usually takes 
place at Lions Hall
38 Maple Syrup Festi-
val season
39 Informal name 
for the festival

DOWN
 1 Sugar Bush
 2 Arguably the best 
part of the festival
4 Activity ran by scouts
5 Unique memento every year
6 Unique to this year
9 Nifty way to get from 
parking to the festival
10 The main attraction
12 Crowd Control
14 These cones aren't 
filled with ice cream
15 Where sap comes from
16 A day of celebration
18 Attending this event 
every year is a ___ for many
20 Marks the start of 
maple syrup season
21 So big they come on a stick
24 The name of the 
festival's mascot
26 Found in Gore Park
27 Old MacDonald's Farm
29 Blocks of sugar in 
many different flavours
32 Organize the log 
sawing activity
33 Colouring, Pancake 
flipping, e.g
34 Sold at the craft show

2021 EMSF
Crossword

ↆ SOLUTION ON PAGE 22
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Proud to support 
the Elmira Maple 

Syrup Festival
Support Local!

519.669.8888

Permanent garbage 
containers for 

your business or 
farm available. 

Support Local!

Now Open
7 Days a Week!

Monday to Friday 
8am - 7pm

Saturday & Sunday 
9am - 5pm

www.belgian-nursery.com

ELMIRA

Did you know?
The best healthy change you can make 

in your kitchen is to substitute extra-virgin 
olive oil for other fats

• Healthy Salad Dressing 
• Drizzle on roasted veggies
• Replace butter in baking eggs, grilled 

cheese, mashed potatoes, pasta and more...

Simple Changes 

Premium Aged 
Balsamic Vinegars 

Gourmet Extra 
Virgin Olive Oils 

2 Arthur St. S., Elmira
(Corner of Church and Arthur)

 226-600-3502 

Follow us

 Apple Fritters 
 April 
 Arena 
 Arthur
 Auxiliary Police
 Bus Tours 
 Candy Apples
 Carnival
 Collectibles 
 Committee
 Contest 
 Cotton Candy 
 Craft Show 
 Crowds
 Deep Fried 
 Elmira
 EMSF 

 Festival 
 Flapjack
 Food
 Fudge 
 Funnel Cake 
 Hand Made 
 Log Sawing 
 Maple Bush 
 Maple Cones 
 Maple Leaf 
 Maple Syrup 
 Mascot 
 Music
 Pancake 
 Parking 
 Petting Zoo
 Pickle

 Pies 
 Puppet Show 
 Quilts
 Sap Fest 
 Scouts 
 Shuttles 
 Sponsors 
 Spring 
 Sugar
 Tap Ceremony 
 Toy Show 
 Tractor Rides
 Tradition 
 Tree 
 Turkey Leg
 Virtual 
 Volunteers 

519•669•1611
www.josslin.com

2021 EMSF
Word Find

ↆ SOLUTION ON PAGE 22
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Details online at www.merryhillgolf.com
519-648-2831  |  2321 Shantz Station Rd., Breslau, ON

*HST extra, details online

Virtual Golf is Here! 
Check out our NEW golf simulators 

2021 Season for Only $25*2021 Season for Only $25*

Save 25%
on Green Fees & Rentals, 

Save 10% 
on Merchandise and in the Bistro 

“Every child deserves a 
solid foundation”

kidsability.ca/support 

Locally owned & operated 

Foundation waterproofing specialists 

1-866-449-2228
info@thecrackspeacialists.comDamon MacLean

Observer Staff

THE ELMIRA MAPLE 
SYRUP FESTIVAL is 
essentially on hold for a 
second year and the Maple 
Syrup Museum of Ontario 
– his own labour of love – 
remains closed – it’s been 
a year unlike any other 
for Albert Martin. That’s 
saying something for 
someone whose local roots 
in the tapping of trees 
stretches back some eight 
decades.

Both the museum and 
Martin’s former farm – 
now operated by Norman 
Horst since Martin sold 
it to him some 20 years 
ago – typically feature 
prominently in activities 
this time of year, center-
ing on the Elmira festival, 
which is virtual-only this 
time around due to the 
pandemic.

Still, Martin is keeping 
busy, hopeful that the 
self-guided visits to the 
museum will resume 
sooner rather than later. 
For that, he’s relying on 
the vaccine rollout and the 
status of the province’s 
colour-coded system for 
reopening the economy, 
which is in turn dependent 
on the number of COVID-
19 cases.

“I hope it’ll open up 
again sometime soon,” 
he said of the museum, 
noting that will depend on 
people being able to return 
to indoor spaces in safety. 

Albert Martin retains a passion for local syrup production

Tapped for eight decades
Albert Martin and Norman Horst walk through the process of turning sap into syrup at a sugar shack in Wallenstein.  Damon MacLean

The museum has long 
been a passion for Martin, 
who’s the unofficial keeper 
of local syrup lore. His 
expertise is also tapped 
this time of year, and he 
continues to visit the 
property where he spent 
60 years turning the sap of 
the maple trees into syrup.

“At the farm here, I was 
a young schoolboy. We 
had tapped already in the 
early 40s, and we took the 
sap down to the neighbour 
– his brother, my uncle – 
back in 1943.”  

The sugar shack is 
located in Wallenstein, 
sitting nestled in the 

woods behind Maple Crisp 
Orchards Apples and 
Maple Syrup where the 
townships of Woolwich 
and Wellesley meet at 1888 
Listowel Rd., which offers 
up a store on site.

At 88, Martin still has 
the same sweet tooth he 
did as a child, especially 
when it comes to maple 
syrup.

“I grew up with it – it 
keeps you sweet and 
healthy. I haven’t yet [got 
tired of it] unless it turns 
out I have diabetes or 
something,” said Martin 
jokingly.  

Martin sold the lot to 

Horst in 2000, who has 
developed his own knack 
for the sweet trade of 
maple syrup production. 
The two didn’t know each 
other prior to the sale, but 
Martin helped show Horst 
the ropes. 

For both men, the craft 
of syrup production has 
taken on different mean-
ings in their lives. Still, 
both can agree it provides 
for them and their families 
as long as they put in their 
fair share of work.

“If we take care of it, 
hopefully, it’ll bring us a 
livelihood that we can live 
off of . That’s how it is with 
the rest of farming, as well 
– try to be good stewards 
with it. It’s rewarding 
work,” said Horst. 

From the time Martin 
was a boy on the lot to 
the present day  “not too 
much” has changed as far 
as the basics of the prop-
erty, though Horst has 
incorporated more lines 
for gathering the sap from 
the trees and added a new 
production room onto the 
facility within the past few 
years.

What kind of season it’ll 
be this year remains up in 
the air, with Horst noting 
last year’s average yield is 
something of an indicator 
for what to expect this 
time around. While there 
were some early runs with 
the mild weather at the 
top of the month, there 
were some colder days that 
slowed the process.

Albert Martin, who runs the Maple Syrup Museum in St. Jacobs, 
has been involved with production for decades.
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• RETAINING WALLS
• DRAINAGE TILES & REPAIRS,
   CATCH BASIN, ETC.

DENNIS KUEPFER
(519) 595-4362

 MILLBANK, Ontario

• SPECIALIZE IN SEPTIC SYSTEMS

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
 FOR 20 YEARS!

POWER PLUS+
MODEL: 1000W-50

519-749-5025
Maryhill, ON  | www.gartechinnovation.com

NO ONE WANTS THE UNNECESSARY
COSTS OF A WET BASEMENT!

MAINTENANCE-FREE
OPERATION

CUSTOM SUMP PUMP SOLUTIONS

BACKUP
POWER UNIT

SUMPSSSUMUMUMPP
PUMP

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

THE MIXED BAG OF 
WEATHER we’ve had 
recently is indicative of 
the kind of season maple 
producers have had this 
year.

Where some years see 
tapping well underway 
or even nearing an end 
by the time the official 
launch is held at the end 
of February, this year 
saw most things on hold, 
including the very cere-
mony.

While the weather 
dictates production, gath-
erings such as the first-tap 
event were kyboshed due 
to the pandemic, which 
also forced the cancel-
lation of the in-person 
version of the Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival, 
which otherwise would 
have been on the agenda 
now.

As it was, the sap was 
flowing by the end of 
February, though not 
always continuously, so 
the season ran well into 

No ceremony to launch the season, but 
weather was the biggest factor

March, where the telltale 
plumes over the sugar 
bushes indicated boiling 
was ongoing.

Still, the lack of the 
traditional launch to the 
season was something of 
a disappointment to local 
producers, says Kevin 
Snyder, president of the 
Waterloo Wellington 
chapter of the Ontario 
Maple Syrup Producers 
Association (OMSPA). 

“For the first-tapping 
ceremony, things changed 
a whole lot there. We 
weren’t able to gather as 
an association or group 
and have media and 
political people out. It’s 
sort of disappointing 
because it was always a 
fun event to kick off the 
year. So we’ve changed 
things and scaled things 
back and we’re trying 
to figure out how as an 
association we’re going to 
do that,” said Snyder. “We 
just sort of thought we’d 
rely on our media releases 
– and conversations like 
this – to hopefully let 
everybody know that the 

maple season has begun, 
and producers are still 
producing maple syrup 
and there’s lots out there. 
Go and support your local 
producer.”

Another thing omitted 
from this year due to the 
smaller nature of the 
event was the announce-
ment of the ‘maple syrup 
producer of the year.’

“We didn’t do that again 
this year because we sort 
of thought it was a special 
event and we always like 
to have a presentation at 
our info day. That got put 
on pause for this year, 
with full anticipation 
that’ll happen again [in 
the future].”

There may not have 
been a ceremonial start to 
the season, but trees were 
tapped eventually.

Even when the sap 
started running, the 
weather wasn’t always 
cooperative, as daytime 
temperatures dipped 
below freezing and 
night-time temperatures 
dropped into the double 
digits. 

Snyder says the ideal 
weather to ensure the 
syrup flows would see 
temperatures hover 
around plus-five degrees 
during the day and minus-
five degrees at night. 

As for the season, 
Snyder says they are opti-
mistic as always, but they 
will not fully know the 
yield for a little while yet.

“It’s like a lot of things 
in farming, we’re always 
optimistic, we always 
know we’ll get something. 
We won’t know how the 
season yields turn out 
until the end, we always 
hope for a good year, but 
again, that’s how you have 
averages you have good 
and bad. I sort of believe 
the trees had a favourable 
summer last year, with 
rains and sunshine that 
they produced a good 
amount of sugar. So, it’s 
just our trick now to get 
that sugar out of the tree, 
and again like I said, you 
need the right weather 
conditions for us to be 
able to harvest that sap,” 
Snyder added.

2021 VIRTUAL

FREE COLOURING CONTEST: Flapjack loves sawing a log with the Elmira Scouts at the festival every year. Add some colour, snap a 
picture and upload it to your Instagram account and tag @observerxtra and add #EMSF21. The Observer will select 3 winners who will 
receive a gift box of Observer 25th Anniversary swag. (No Instagram? Email a picture to hello@woolwichobserver.com and we'll post it.)
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A+

Your Local Health 
and Safety

Training Centre

730 Bridge Street West - Unit 3,
Waterloo, Ontario, N2V 2J4

Phone: (519) 747-5075
Fax: (519) 747-4608 

e-mail: info@acuteservices.com
web: www.acuteservices.com

Elevating Work Platform
 (Scissor and Boom Lift)
Quantitative Fit Testing

Working at Heights 
(Initial and Refresher)

Confined Space Entry & Rescue 
And Many More!

Call or Visit us today

Enjoy the 2021 
Virtual Festival!

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira

519-669-1591

PARTS + 
SELECTION 444

Locations to
Serve YOU!

www.goodautoparts.ca

CARQUEST 
ERIN

519-833-9785

CARQUEST 
FERGUS

519-843-1620

CARQUEST 
ARTHUR

519-848-2531

81 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-1533

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8:00 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 8:00 am – 1:00 pm

GOOD AUTO PARTS

1.888.672.6728
www.kindredcu.com

RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE RATE SPECIALS ON NOW!

With no hidden fees, and 
knowing that we never work 
on commission, you can trust 
that we have your best interests 
at heart! Speak with your 
Personal Lending Specialist today.

We put the personal in
personal lending. Heidi Harris

Elmira Branch
Ext. 2112

5 FORWELL ROAD, KITCHENER  |  (519)745-3250

Friendly Professional Staff - Locally Owned & Operated

Order online at www.rona.ca 
Curbside pick-up & Delivery Available

Store Hours Mon-Fri 7-6 & Sat 8-4

  
   
  
  
   Offset & Digital Printing   •

Variable Data Print (VDP)   • 
Creative Design   •

Photography  •
Web Page Design    •

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs, ON N0B 2N0 
Tel. 519-664-2263 • stjacobsprintery.com

This year's EMSF collectible is a 1958 Plymouth Fury.  Joe Merlihan

• In an average year, each taphole will pro-
duce about 10 gallons of maple sap, which 
is enough for about one quart of pure 
maple syrup.

• It takes about 40 gallons of maple sap 
to make one gallon of maple syrup.

• A maple tree needs to be about 
40 years old before it will be large 
enough to tap for syrup production.

• The boiling point of maple syrup 
is 219 degrees Fahrenheit, or 
seven degrees above the boil-
ing point of water.

• While the sugaring season 
may last six to 10 weeks, 
most of the sap will be col-
lected in 10 or fewer days.

• While there are seven species 
of maple trees in Ontario, only 
two species — sugar maple 
and black maple — are import-
ant in maple syrup production.

• Maple syrup is boiled even 
further to produce maple cream, 
sugar, and candy.

• The removal of sap doesn’t harm the tree as 
long as the number of taps is limited and the 
tree is healthy.
• When European settlers came to Canada 
about 300 years ago, they found the ab-
original people were making a crude, dark 
sugar from the sap of maple trees.
• Historically, sap was collected 

using buckets.  However, in most modern 
maple operations, buckets have been 

replaced with a system of plastic 
tubing.

• Sap flowing in high vol-
umes is called a “run.”
• The freezing action during 
the winter months and spring 
nights allows maple trees to 
produce a large quantity of 
carbon dioxide gas.  It is this 
gas that forces the sap to flow 

upward inside the tree during the 
warming cycle of the day.  The sap 

moves along a pressure gradient 
from a zone of relatively high pres-

sure to a zone of lower pressure.

is enough for about one quart of pure 

It takes about 40 gallons of maple sap 
to make one gallon of maple syrup.
A maple tree needs to be about 
40 years old before it will be large 
enough to tap for syrup production.
The boiling point of maple syrup 

seven degrees above the boil-

further to produce maple cream, 

tree is healthy.
• When European settlers came to Canada 
about 300 years ago, they found the ab-
original people were making a crude, dark 
sugar from the sap of maple trees.
• Historically, sap was collected 

using buckets.  However, in most modern 
maple operations, buckets have been 

replaced with a system of plastic 
tubing.

upward inside the tree during the 
warming cycle of the day.  The sap 

moves along a pressure gradient 
from a zone of relatively high pres-

sure to a zone of lower pressure.

work out as well as we’d hoped 
for fundraising. Once we put 
the video out on the internet, 
we’re hoping maybe to get some 

donations.” 
Doll can be contacted about 

donations at 519-669-2653 or by 
email at elmira.optimists@gmail.
com. 

The demonstration will be 
released on April 9 as part of 
this year’s festival through 
EMSF website, www.elmira-
maplesyrup.com.

VIRTUAL TAFFY: A popular attraction at the festival goes online
→ FROM 14
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

ArtsArts The Schneider Haus National Historic Site in 
Kitchener this week opened its first outdoor 
exhibit, Inking the Bond: Memorial Tattoos. 
Displayed in light boxes outside, it features 
the work of Dr. Susan Cadell, a professor of 
social work at Renison University College.
www.schneiderhaus.ca

The Stratford Festival last week held its 
annual general meeting, revealing the impact 
of the pandemic on 2020 financial results. It 
announced a deficit of $4.3 million, based 
on $23.3 million in revenue and expenses of 
$27.6 million. With the cancellation of perfor-
mances, earned revenue plummeted to $1 
million from more than $39 million in 2019. 

Exhibit outside the Haus Stratford takes a hit

Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

MARCH BREAK WAS 
POSTPONED UNTIL 
April, and travelling 
wasn’t on the agenda for 
a week off at any rate. 
Given that reality, Drayton 
Entertainment has created 
a program to engage youth 
for this year’s unique 
“April break.”

Spring Break Broadway 
Bootcamp is a virtual 
theatre program aiming to 
connect youth to the stage 
from the safety of their 
homes. 

Drayton’s youth 
programming coordina-
tor, David Connolly, says 
this new program isn’t 
the first to go virtual, but 

the first do so in the digi-
sphere.

“We started these train-
ing programs six years 
ago, so it’s been slowly 
growing over that time. 
This year has just kind of 
made us regroup, like so 
many other people have, 
and now we’re offering our 
training online.” 

The lack of socialization 
being experienced as we 
are asked to stay at home 
has been challenging, and 
that is why this program 
for tweens and teens has 
been put together, he 
added. 

“We know that the 
kids are feeling really 
isolated, and we know 
that their opportunities 
to find avenues to explore 

self-expression have been 
limited, very limited, 
so we wanted to keep 
them connected,” said 
Connolly.

“Because we have seven 
theatres all over Ontario, 
and some of them are in 
very small towns so that 
their access becomes even 
more limited, so we want 
to make sure there was 
an opportunity for them 
to meet and explore their 
training, performing arts 
training, and continue 
to build their commu-
nity. It’s so important 
at that developmental 
age to find like-minded, 
creative-thinking people.” 

For those nervous about 
a program labelled a boot 
camp, Connolly says the 

name simply reflects the 
packed schedule.

“It’s intensive, not 
intense. We have four 
different offerings within 
the two days, and so that 
means they sing whatever 
song is in their heart and 
then they get coached 
on that song and then 
they’ll move to another 
Zoom room and they’ll 
act monologues that we 
provide them with. They 
work with an acting coach 
on a monologue, then 
they move to another 
Zoom room and they’ll do 
improv with a coach there, 
and then they move to a 
fourth Zoom room and 
they have a dance class 
with an incredible chore-
ographer. So those are 

Intensive entertainment primer for youth
the four classes, and then 
each day there’s also a 
Q&A session with a Broad-
way performer where 
they spend about an hour 
asking them anything 
they want actually but 
usually it’s about how they 
got to be on Broadway.”  

The two Q&A perform-
ers for the event are 
Jewelle Blackman and 
Paul Alexander Nolan.

“The thing about those 
two artists is that they’re 
both Canadian. So, we 
want to provide real 
inspiration for these kids 
to know that. And they’re 
both from small towns,” 
said Connolly. “We just 
want to make sure that 
kids know that anything is 
possible.” 

The Spring Break 
Broadway Bootcamp was 
initially supposed to run 
in March until the week 
break was moved back. 
The event has received 
overwhelming support, 
selling out within the first 
24 hours for the Monday 
and Tuesday, now adding 
a Wednesday and Thurs-
day to allow more kids the 
chance to participate.  

Connolly said he hopes 
the province will soon 
allow for more in-per-
son options or a hybrid 
between virtual and face-
to-face in order for the 
theatre group to host their 
annual summer programs.  

For more information, 
see www.draytonenter-
tainment.com.

March Break moved to April, Drayton Entertainment is offering a virtual Spring Break Broadway Bootcamp

Drayton Entertainment will be using the Zoom platform to engage young performers during its "April break" program. Sumbitted

PUT YOUR MONEY 
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS  
Support the local businesses that keep your community  
and its newspapers thriving.
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ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

A/Z Flatbed Driver
As a growing Landscape Supply and Trucking 
company, we are looking to add an additional 

A/Z driver to our team. $24.00-$27.00 per hour
Main Responsibilities

• 8-10 hour shifts Monday to Friday (Daytime only). 
Overtime is paid

• Local deliveries and pickups of product.
• Self loading and unloading using a Moffat 

(willing to train) 
• Keeping paperwork in order 
• Proper circle checks every morning
• Load security

Qualifications
• Valid A/Z License with good driving record
• Able to communicate written and verbally
• Dependable and Reliable
• Flatbed experience an asset
• Forklift / Moffat experience an asset but will train

Interested applicants please submit resumes in 
person to 30 Dumart place Kitchener

Or by email to information@rmadams.ca

BOOKKEEPER
As a growing Landscape Supply and Trucking 
company we are looking to add an additional 

bookkeeper to our team.    

Main Responsibilities
• Performing day to day accounting activities including 

accounts payable (A/P), accounts receivable (A/R), 
payroll, general ledger, bank reconciliations and 
government reports and invoicing.

• Ensure quality control over financial transactions 
and financial reporting.

• Some management of phone calls and dealing with 
correspondence, complaints and queries

• Oversee office equipment, supplies, etc
• Dealing with correspondence, complaints, and queries
• Ensure required company information is up-to-date 

in Avetta and Cognitive programs
Qualifications

• 1-2 years in full cycle accounting
• Above-average accuracy and attention to detail and 

high ability to problem solve
• Excellent time management and organizational skills
• Solid working knowledge of GAAP, professional and 

high degree of confidentiality
• Excellent interpersonal and communication (verbal 

and written) skills
• Self-motivated, pro-active, ability to work 

independently and with others
• Proficient with SAGE, Microsoft Word and Excel 
• Ability to work in a fast-paced environment and 

complete repetitive tasks
• Dependable and Reliable

Interested applicants please submit resumes 
in person to 30 Dumart place Kitchener
Or by email to information@rmadams.ca

NOW HIRING FULL TIME 
ROOF TRUSS ASSEMBLERS 

Must be team oriented, ambi�ous & responsible  
No experience required 

Mar-Span offers compe��ve wages, produc�on 
bonuses and employee benefits. 

Please apply with resume in person 
or email resume to marv@marspan.com 

We would like to thank all applicants, however 
only those selected for interview will be contacted. 

7221 Side Rd. 16 Drayton, ON  

.

James Thoume Construction Limited
is a family owned and operated excavating and 

gravel supply company. We are growing and 
are looking for hard working individuals to join 
our team and grow with us. Available positions:

Diesel Mechanic, Labourer & Dump Truck Driver

We offer competitive wages and benefits package. Applicants must include a 
driver abstract with their resume and can apply by email: info@thoume.ca or 

drop it off at: 7270 Side Road 14, Ariss, ON

Protrans is actively seeking career minded 
professional FULL-TIME AZ DRIVERS for 
local tank truck carrier Bridgeland Terminals 
Limited. Local and long-distance trips.
Preference will be given to applicants with 
strong work ethic, who are team players and 
have good communication skills. 
The company has a great wage, benefit, 
bonuses and profit-sharing programs.  
For further details;

Call Jim Taglietti 519-239-8979 
or email Taglietti.jim@protrans.ca.

Are you looking for the opportunity to work with your hands, and 
create something that you can stand back and be proud of? Are 
you ready to work with a team of dedicated cra�speople who 
value collabora�on? This is the job for you! 
Fermon Construc�on is looking for experienced construc�on 
workers to join our team. We work on a variety of projects in 
residen�al, commercial, and agricultural construc�on. We 
specialize in framing, concrete, and steel construc�on. If you are 
interested in an exci�ng career in the trades that offers variety 
and compe��ve compensa�on packages

Please call Fermon @519-699-4095 or email your resume to
Fermon@fermonconstruction.com

NOW HIRING

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

BATHROOM RENOVATOR
Bathcrest is hiring a fulltime 
bathroom renovator to join our team. 
Must be self motivated, reliable and 
customer oriented. A clean drivers 
abstract is also required. This is a 
fulltime position with competitive 
wages based on experience.

Please email resume to 
bathcrest@rogers.com

Help Wanted

Help wanted 
and Auction 
listings 
continue on 
the next page

Work Wanted
TAX E-FILING - 15+ 
YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
Single return $50. 
Couple return $80. Ph: 
226-979-4790.

For Sale
LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g , 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

W I N E  B OT T L E S . 
WASHED, CLEAN 
ready to make your 
own wine. Reasonable 
price. 519-885-5328.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Farm 
Services

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
WANTED TO RENT 
2-3000 SQ FT CLEAN 
dry heated storage 
space St. Clements 
Area 519-699-4679.

Trades & 
Services

PERSONAL INCOME 
TAX PREPARATION 
and E-file. Please 
contact me, Amber 
McIntyre for confiden-
tial professional service 
at reasonable rates. 
Located in Elmira. Call 
519-239-4816 cell, or 
home 519-669-8442.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com
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1 ACRE COUNTRY 
PROPERTY FOR SALE

6873 Line 86, 2km west of Elmira  
(near Pullets Plus), for The Eileen Frey Estate,

Offers taken via our unique version  
of a tender process. 

DEADLINE APRIL 26/21.
1 ACRE, MORE OR LESS, mature trees, 
nicely landscaped, paved drive, drilled 
well (water test completed), septic system 
(pumped last year).  
HOUSE – Frame bungalow, attached 
sunroom, central air & vac, natural gas 
furnace.  Main Floor (approx. 1200 square 
ft.) – entry/laundry, kitchen, 2 bedroom, 
bathroom, large sitting room adjoining the 
sunroom overlooking the private backyard. 
Finished basement provides additional living 
space c/w large rec-room (wood stove), 
bedroom and bathroom. 
WORKSHOP/GARAGE – 22 X 56ft. with 2 
small additions, fully insulated, natural gas 
furnace, suitable for any number of small 
businesses or hobbyists alike. 16 X 40ft. 
storage shed. 
A GREAT OPPORTUNITY to enjoy country 
living, 2 minutes to Elmira, 12 minutes to KW.  
VIEW BY APPOINTMENT, call Ted Frey at  
519-502-3960.  For info on our tender process 
& other details call Greg at 519-699-4451.  
Initial offers accepted until Monday, April 
26th @ 6pm. 

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

TENDER CLOSING DATE: FRIDAY, APRIL 30, 
2021 @ 5pm

LOCATION: Cash Crop Farm for Sale located in 
Guelph/Eramosa Township

PREVIEW: Saturday. April 17, 2021, 1:00 – 4:00 pm 
OR BY APPOINTMENT

With total of 100 Acres Prime Agricultural Land, 85 
Acres Workable, Systematically Tiled and a good 
bank barn with silo and steel grain bin
This property is located outside of Guelph west end 
near Maryhill; 5512 Guelph/Eramosa Township 
Road 3, RR7, consists of a beautiful move in 
condition 2 story century stone house and attached 
carriage house

Kurtz Auctions Inc.
FARM FOR SALE BY TENDER

Kurtz Auctions Inc. / Auctioneer: 
Brian S Kurtz (519)836-0342  |  Email: kurtzauctionsinc@gmail.com 

See www.kurtzauctionsinc.ca and https://facebook.com/
brian.kurtz3950 for photos and update on new items.  

Help Wanted Auction Auction

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

One of a kind, custom built bunga-
low, 2110 sq. ft.  9’ ceilings & vault-
ed ceilings. Open concept family 
room, gorgeous kitchen with granite 
counters & high quality appliances. 
Formal dining room w/walk-out to a 
patio area. Extensive custom built 
cabinetry throughout. Great room. 
3 gas F.P.’s. Two bdrms on main fl r. 
Walk-in pantry w/laundry facilities. 

38 Second St., Elmira

Huge fi nished bsmt w/heated fl rs, 3rd bdrm/offi ce, built-ins and wet bar. Wine 
cellar, 3 piece & additional laundry room. Private rear yard w/pergola & built-in 
BBQ. Double garage w/heated fl oor & staircase to basement.  MLS $1,299,000

3+ bedroom w/open concept kitchen & 
L.R. Hardwood fl rs in bdrms & L.R. Sky-
light in kitchen. Replacement windows. 
Finished basement w/4th bdrm, rec rm 
with fi replace, utility rm & combina-
tion laundry & 2pc. Newer gas furnace. 
Lovely deep yard backing to trail. Deep 
garage. New MLS $569,900

36 Bluejay Rd., Elmira

$12.00/per sq. ft. plus C.A.M. fees space 
for lease. 2 units available immediate-
ly. 1310 sq. ft. & 1821 sq. ft. Front & 
rear access. Newly renovated. Lots of 
parking. New MLS

112 Oriole Pkwy, Birdland Plaza

NEW LISTINGS

ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

NEW HAMBURG - If you love century old charm, this 
home is for you! From the high ceilings to the original 
banister and pine floors upstairs, this home's character has 
been lovingly maintained while adding some more modern 
finishes. The large windows shed loads of sunshine into 
this bright home with a separate dining room for 
entertaining guests or family gatherings. Show off your 
creative stylings on the custom built cabinetry in the living 
room. The high ceilings continue upstairs where you will 
find lots of room for your growing family in the 3 Bedroom's 
and a 4 piece bathroom. The 300 sq. ft front deck is ideal 
for long summer evenings of BBQing and entertaining. The 
main floor laundry room is roughed in for a bathroom and 
ready for your finishing touches. New roof on the detached 
garage in 2020. Don't miss out on this great starter home!$475,000$475,000This completely renovated 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom condo in north Waterloo will be hitting the market soon.

COMING SOON

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Three or Two Bedroom Units with 
in-Suite Laundry, Fridge Stove Washer 
dryer and Microwave all included.  
All this located in a quiet town with all the 
ameni�es, only a 20 minute commute to 
Stra�ord and 35 Minutes to Waterloo … 
Great opportunity for first �me buyers or 
those wishing to downsize. 

Condo’s coming soon … 
Milverton! 

♥ Compost material
Add moderate amounts of wet, 
shredded newspaper to your compost 
heap and give earthworms a tasty treat.

♥ Insect 
traps
If your garden is 
under siege from 
earwigs, dispose 
of them by 
making your own 
environmentally-
friendly traps. 
Simply roll up a 
wet newspaper, 
tie it with a 
rubber band, 
and leave in 
the infested 
area overnight. 
By morning 
the bugs will 
have gone.

Minimum down 
payment for buying 
homes in Canada 
 $500,000 purchase 

price or less is 5% 
 $500,000 to $999,999 

purchase price is 5% for 
the first $500,000 and 
10% for the remaining

 $1 million + purchase 
price is 20% 

Real news. Real reporting.
Stories you won't find anywhere else.

Trusted local news 
for twenty-five years.
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P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

Notice of Intent 
to Consider an Amending By-law to Impose Fees or 

Charges for General Services (Development Engineering) 
to include Site Alteration Fees

The Council of the Township of Woolwich gives notice of its intent to consider a by-law to 
amend the fees or charges for general services (development engineering) for the addition 
of site alteration fees at the following meetings:

• April 13, 2021 at 7 pm - Committee of the Whole; and
• April 20, 2021 at 7 pm - Council.

The above meetings will be virtual only via Zoom and livestreamed to the Township of 
Woolwich’s YouTube Channel.  To participate in either of these meetings please contact the 
Clerk’s department at 519-669-6004.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

MONDAY, April 19, 2021 at 4:30 P.M.
Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96 take notice 
that the Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet for the purpose 
of hearing all persons interested in support of or opposition to any of the following 
applications as described below.
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township 
offi ces will not be permitted.  Below is information on how you can submit comments, 
view or participate in the meeting.  You may also contact the Committee Secretary by 
sending an email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have 
any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the 
meeting as follows:

• view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township 
Youtube channel  at the following link  https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ  OR

• participate by registering with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on 
Thursday April 15th.  To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 
519-669-6040.  When registering you must provide your name, phone number, 
email and the application number you would like to comment on.  Once you are 
registered the Committee Secretary will forward information on how to connect to 
the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen 
and have the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the 
Committee Secretary (see above information).  You will not be required to speak if you 
do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we 
know which application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate 
time to comment if you wish to do so.  As it is virtual, registering will provide a level 
of security that is necessary to prevent unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting.  
Applicants and their consultants will be automatically registered and contacted 
accordingly by the Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that 
you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township offi ce at 24 Church 
Street West, Elmira and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the 
building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 
You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any comments 
/ concerns however, this is not considered a formal comment. 
The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications.  All 
submissions must be made no later than 4:30 p.m. on Monday, April 12th (Note that 
this date is before the meeting).  Any submissions received will be included in a 
comment package and presented at the meeting.  This information is collected and 
maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public 
at the Committee of Adjustment hearing. Please note that while the Committee may 
redact some personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers, your 
submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.
This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located 
within 60 metres (200 feet) of the subject properties.  If you wish to be notifi ed of any 
last minute changes to the agenda (i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must contact 
the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email 
to planning@woolwich.ca.

APPLICATIONS
Minor Variance Application A 6/2021 – David W. and Martha Martin, 7736 Reid Woods Drive

Zone / Use:  Agricultural (A) / detached dwelling, livestock barns, and accessory buildings
Proposal:  The applicant is requesting relief from Section 6.22.5 of the On-Farm 

Diversifi ed Use regulations to reduce the required setback between the adjacent 
residence at 7733 Reid Woods Drive and a proposed woodworking shop from 150 
metres to approximately 70 metres.  The applicant is proposing to operate a new 
woodworking shop in an existing building.

Minor Variance Application A 7/2021 – Jason and Maryann Knorr, 2477 Lobsinger Line
Zone / Use:  Agricultural (A) with site specifi c regulations 26.1.191 / detached dwelling, 

livestock barns, accessory buildings, and a woodworking shop
Proposal:  The applicant is requesting relief from Section 6.22.5 of the On-Farm 

Diversifi ed Use regulations to reduce the required setback between a residence 
at 2502 Lobsinger Line and the existing woodworking shop from 150 metres to 
approximately 140 metres.  The applicant is proposing to construct a 390 square 
metre addition to the rear of the existing woodworking operation.

Minor Variance Application A 8/2021 – Cleon and Wilma Martin, 2101 Maryhill Road
Zone / Use:  Agricultural (A) / detached dwelling, buggy shed and industrial shop
Proposal:  The applicant is requesting relief from the following On-Farm Diversifi ed Use 

regulations in order to recognize the existing industrial shop:
• Section 6.22.3 i) to increase the maximum building height from 7.3 metres to 7.6 

metres;
• Section 6.22.9 to permit outdoor storage ahead of the industrial building whereas the 

by-law requires it to be to the rear; and
• Section 6.22.9 to increase the outdoor storage area from a maximum of 35 percent 

(239 square metres) to approximately 38 percent (259 square metres) of the 
operations ground fl oor area (683 square metres).  

NOTICE OF DECISION: Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will 
be sent to owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who register 
for the meeting.  If you wish to be notifi ed of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment 
in respect to this application, you must submit a written request to the Committee 
Secretary or register ahead of the meeting.  This will also entitle you to be advised of a 
possible Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS: Anyone in 
opposition to a decision may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.  
The Tribunal may dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant did not 
make oral or written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment before a decision 
was given or does not provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make a 
submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should 
you have any questions.  Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 
1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca 
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SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR
28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003
taylortax@rogers.com

Celebrating 10 Years of Service

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING
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www.groprolawncare.com519-669-1278

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

Booking for the 
2021 Season 

Spring Clean Up, aerating, 
lawn mowing, landscape 

& flower bed maintenance.

Phone  519-570-6808 or email 
elmiralawncare1@gmail.com

Elmira Lawn Care

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Technical Advisory Group (TAG) Meeting
Thursday, April 8, 2021 6:30 p.m. Public Meeting

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offi ces will 
not be permitted. Below is information on how you can participate in the meeting. You may also 
contact the Support Specialist by sending an email to lschaefer@woolwich.ca or by phone at 
519-669-1647, ext. 6112 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view the meeting by
REGISTERING with the Support Specialist on or before 12 noon on Tuesday, April 6th. To register 
please email lschaefer@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-1647, ext. 6112.  Once you are registered 
the Support Specialist will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom 
Wi-Fi login or toll-free conference call number). 

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce 
The Township offi ce is open walk-in public traffi c; however, it is strongly recommended to have 
book an appointment before visiting the offi ce to ensure staff are available to assist you. We 
do have several services that are available online and can be found on our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, 

Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit
For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call 
519-669-1647. For health information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.
To view current media releases or to stay informed the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
www.Woolwich.ca/COVID19 

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
The Township of Woolwich is excited to welcome residents back to our recreation facilities and 
programs. 
The Woolwich Memorial Centre is now open for aquafi t, family & lane swims, walking track, 
fi tness classes & fi tness centre use pre-registered visits.
For additional information, including pre-registration & COVID protocol details please check 
the website at:  Woolwich.ca/RecCheck  
Registration for Summer Day Camps at the Breslau Community Centre and the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre has opened!  For information please check:  www.woolwich.ca/summercamp 

Local Business Resources  
Provincial business supports: https://www.ontario.ca/page/businesses-get-help-covid-19-costs 
Federal business supports: https://www.canada.ca/en/department-fi nance/economic-response-
plan.html#businesses 
Did you know? Our local MPP, Mike Harris, launched a website to help businesses access available 
fi nancial supports: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 
NOTICE: the RED-Control Framework, which the Region is currently, has been updated. Some of 
the changes includes allowing restaurants to increase their indoor dining capacity to 50% or 
50 people and there is no longer a prescribed limit for the number of patrons that can be seated 
together at a table, so long as they are from the same household. The establishment must 

clearly post a sign in a highly visible location for the public that states the maximum capacity 
permitted. For more details, you can email Jenna or fi nd the Provincial Framework online.
COVID-19 Screening Requirements for Businesses: Public Health requires all businesses to 
screen patrons and workers before entering or coming to work. Visit https://bit.ly/3sI9r9h for 
more information about when to actively or passively screen. 
Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business! For more 
information about government programs and other business supports call Jenna Morris at 
519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. Children 
under fi ve and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be kind 
to those unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
Vaccine appointment booking tips:

• When you are invited to book an appointment after pre-registering, please don’t 
wait to book. The sooner we fi ll appointments the sooner we can offer spots to more 
priority groups. 

• You will be able to choose from several clinic locations. If no dates are available at the 
fi rst location you select, you can go back and select another location.

• For more information about clinic locations, visit, regionofwaterloo.ca/VaccineClinics

Observer photographs online or in print
are all available for purchasing a reprint.
ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

FROM PAPER
TO PRINT

5x7
$11 2nd Print 

only $5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only $7.50

4x6
$92nd Print 

only $4.50
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
ESSENTIAL TRANSPORTATION

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.
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ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0

519-656-2880

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding area
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve.

Christopher W. Franklin
Funeral Director

Celebrating 90 Years

“To love and be loved is the  
greatest gift of all”

We are so blessed to celebrate this 
milestone as a family.

Erla (Noecker) Dickson
April 7, 2021

Much love from your children,  
grandchildren and great grandchildren.

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Birthday

Clifford, Elmer Weston
Passed away peacefully on Monday, 
March 29, 2021 at St. Mary’s Hospital 
at the age of 81. Husband of Ellen 
(Bowman) Clifford of Elmira. Dear 
father of Melissa Clifford of Elmira, 
Melanie and Glen Dow of Guelph. 
Loving grandpa of Amber and Victoria 
Dow. Brother of Joe and Sue Clifford 
of Chapleau, June and Brian Gibson 
of Collingwood, and brother-in-law of 
Janice Clifford of Midland and Betty 
Clifford of Owen Sound. Predeceased 
by his parents Bruce and Laura 
(Lunnie) Clifford, sister Edith (Ken) 
Hyde, and brothers Donnie and Doug. 
Visitation will be held on Saturday, 
April 3, 2021 from 1 – 4 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. Please call the funeral 
home at 519-669-2207 to register 
your attendance. Masks are required, 
please remain in your vehicle until 
a parking attendant invites you in. 
A private family interment at Zion 
Cemetery, Hepworth will be held at 
a later date. Donations to St. Mary’s 
Hospital Foundation – Cardiac Care 
would be appreciated and can be made 
through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Death 
Notices

B R U B A C H E R , 
SALEDA - Peace-
fully on Tuesday, 
March 23, 2021 
a t  her  home, 
Saleda (Martin) 
Brubacher, of RR 
1, Wallenstein, age 
78.

CATHREA, ELSIE 
M A R I E  -  O f 
Kelowna, B.C. - 
passed away at 
Kelowna General 
Hospital on March 
18, 2021, at the 
age of 94.

Choma , Elizabeth Louise
Betty rode off into the sunset for the 
final time on Saturday March 27, 2021, 
at the age of 95 years.

Mom was a hard worker who loved 
animals, especially horses. 

She was the loving mother of Michael 
(Anne), the late Wendy Pommer 
(Gary Pommer), Mark (Sheila) and 
Dani Boose (Tim). Cherished Nanner 
to 17 grandchildren and many great 
and great-great grandchildren.  Also 
survived by brother-in-law, Allan Gunn. 

Predeceased by brothers; Vernon 
(Marie) and Allan (Marj) Edwards,  by 
sisters; Dorothy Randall (Ray), Darlene 
Lesperance (Corky) and Donna Gunn.  

Cremation taken place. A private 
family “Hootenany” will be held when 
it is safe and after the pandemic.  

In lieu of flowers donations may be 
made directly to Whispering Hearts 
Horse Rescue www.whhrescue.com  
as expressions of sympathy. 

Messages and condolences may 
be left for the family at www.
tricitycremations.com or 519.772.1237.

 ❖ www.tricitycremations.com 

Happy Trails Mom

Obituary

Snider, Beryl Evelyn
Gently passed away on Tuesday, March 
30, 2021 in her 91st year at Twin Oaks of 
Maryhill. Dearly loved wife of George 
Snider (2016) for 59 years. Devoted 
mother of Valerie (Doug) Brenneman 
of New Hamburg, Syd (Cathy) of 
Elmira, Barry (Barbara) of Newmarket, 
Cheryl (Dave) Lee of North York, and 
Colleen (Tony) Weber of Ariss. Adoring 
grandma of Matthew; Megan and 
Steven; Kevin (Renee) and Christina; 
Mercedes and Savannah. Will also be 
missed by her sister-in-law Eileen 
Bennett. Predeceased by her parents 
Richard and Christina Bennett, and 
her brother Jack. Beryl and George 
built a life together on their Floradale 
Road farm, raising their family and 
creating many memories over the 48 
years they lived there before retiring 
to Elmira. Beryl was involved with the 
Women’s Division of the Elmira Fall 
Fair, and shared her love of baking 
and sewing as a 4H leader. She was an 
active member of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church. Beryl will be dearly missed 
by family and friends. Visitation will 
be held on Friday, April 2, 2021 from 
2 – 5 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A 
funeral service will take place on 
Saturday, April 3, 2021 at 2 p.m. at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 27 Mill 
St., Elmira. Please call the funeral 
home at 519-669-2207 to register your 
attendance for both the visitation and 
service. Masks are required, please 
remain in your vehicle for visitation 
until an attendant invites you in. A 
private interment at Elmira Union 
Cemetery will take place following the 
funeral service. Donations in memory 
of Beryl to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
or Woolwich Community Services 
would be appreciated, and can be 
made through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Real news. Real reporting.
Stories you won't find anywhere else.

Trusted local news 
for twenty-five years.

Please call  or email Donna Rudy: 
 519-669-5790 ext 104 
 drudy@woolwichobserver.com

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Sell it in the Observer

1% 
Local
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here The GRCA is now accepting applications 
for grants for schoolyard and community 
environmental projects. Community groups 
can get up to $1,000 for conservation proj-
ects that are tangible and available for use 
or benefit of the entire community, and 
elementary schools can get up to $750 to 
pay for a schoolyard naturalization project.
www.grandriver.ca

The Humane Society of Kitchener Water-
loo & Stratford Perth (HSKWSP) has 
launched its first-ever 50⁄50 online raffle as 
the grand finale in the Bake for the Animals 
fundraiser. The organization has thus far 
collected more than $6,000 from the sale 
of baked goods. The sale of raffle tickets 
is now underway, running until Apr. 30.
www.kwsphumane.ca

Conservation grants A Humane raffle

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Easter Blessings To You 
And Your Family

May the resurrection of our Saviour be a constant 
reminder of His love and promise of eternal life. 

- Leroy’s Auto Care Team

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

WILMOT FAMILY 
RESOURCE CENTRE’S 
LONGSTANDING Cloth-
ing Cupboard has been 
more active through the 
pandemic as people who 
may not have needed 
such help in the past find 
themselves in unprece-
dented times.

The organization’s 
executive director, 
Trisha Robinson, notes 
the established service 
has always been open to 
everyone regardless of 
need, the better to avoid 
any stigma being attached 
to browsing the Clothing 
Cupboard.

Established in the 
1990s, the cupboard was 
seen as natural extension 
of the resource centre’s 
services, she said.

“I think it was just a 
natural fit… it may have 
evolved after Christ-
mas, because people 
would donate clothes 
for Christmas and some 
of them, they could 
have been used, and we 
would have saved them 
to handout afterwards. 
So, it’s been going for a 
long time,” said Robinson. 

“The clothing is available 
for everybody and it’s 
environmentally sound. 
It reduces waste, you 
can save your money on 
things and use it for other 
things, maybe for paying 
bills or saving for your 
children’s education. And 
you’ll reduce the stigma 
too letting people know 
that you’ve used the cloth-
ing room.”

Clothing of all types is 
available year-round to 
anyone in the commu-
nity. Robinson notes that 
since the location does 
not have much storage 
space on site, most of the 
clothing is rotated on a 
seasonal basis to repre-
sent what’s most likely to 
be in demand. Once the 
season ends, the clothing 
that does not get used is 
donated to a thrift store in 
New Hamburg. 

“We have a really good 
partnership [with the 
thrift store]. If we’re need-
ing something and we 
don’t have it, sometimes 
we could reach out and 
they’ll donate what we 
need. So, it’s a really good, 
nice partnership.”

Because of COVID-19, 
walking into the Cloth-

Takeout format for BBQ fundraiser
Damon Maclean
Observer Staff

PANDEMIC PRECAU-
TIONS HAVING SPILLED 
OVER into 2021, the 
Millbank Heritage and 
Arts Society is sticking 
with takeout orders for its 
annual spring barbecue.

The move follows last 

Floristerra’s Jeremy and Sophia Feenstra are well prepared for the gardening season, despite the potential for shortages of plants and 
other supplies.  Sean Heeger

autumn’s event, which saw 
organizers shift to pre-or-
dered takeout instead of 
the traditional in-person 
barbecue. And, as with 
the September outing, 
this fundraiser is mostly 
about helping to keep the 
lights on, the group having 
suffered through the same 
downturn as many cultural 

organizations over the past 
year.

“It has been like a bit 
of a challenging year for 
smaller organizations, so 
this fundraiser is a good 
opportunity for us to kind 
of rebuild after a tough 
year. Hopefully it gets us 
back on the right track,” 
said Cameron Streicher, 

cofounder of the Millbank 
Heritage and Arts Society.

The altered-format 
event last September saw 
some 180 plates ordered 
to help support the group 
that aims to preserve Mill-
bank’s culture. Streicher 
says he anticipates orders 
to be similar to the last run. 
Food orders – barbecued 

chicken, baked potatoes, 
coleslaw, hot vegetable, 
a dinner roll and a slice 
of pie – cost $15 per adult 
and $7 for children 4-10 
years age (free for children 
under 4). Proceeds will be 
going back into the society 
to pay yearly expenses.

Streicher says there 
are COVID-19 measures →BBQ 29

in place, and the event is 
running with the approval 
of public health officials 
to provide those attending 
their first drive-in fund-
raiser. 

“We have a tent set up 
at the end of the sidewalk 
there, right in front of 
the church building, so 

Gardening facing some growing pains
Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

BOOMING IN POPULAR-
ITY SINCE THE start of 
the pandemic, gardening 
could be a victim of its 
popularity, as supplies of 
materials such as seeds, 
plants and related items 
may at times fall short of 
demand.

As last year’s surge 

continues and is joined by 
the likes of shipping delays 
at the border and more 
extreme weather south of 
it, supply is looking a little 
dicey at this point.

Whether you are a 
long-time green thumb 
enthusiast, or someone 
looking for a new hobby to 
take you outside this year, 
getting your order in early 
is key, says Jeremy Feen-

stra, owner of Floristerra 
Outdoor Living Centre in 
Elmira. 

“A couple of weeks ago 
we were really worried 
about it. There were some 
combining factors, obvi-
ously with COVID, things 
have been getting held at 
the border longer. I think 
it seems like certain flights 
too were having to get 
rerouted, and everything 

was going through the U.S. 
The U.S. had a cold snap, 
and your stuff was getting 
frozen, so we’ve definitely 
had our struggles this year 
trying to get product,” said 
Feenstra. 

“What we encourage 
people to do is we have our 
website up and running 
right now open and… we’re 
opening for presales and 

→ GARDENING 28

Clothing Cupboard 
is open for all to use

THE GOOD WORK CONTINUES

→ CUPBOARD 32

Hobby became popular following lockdowns, with demand putting stress on supplies
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ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

ↆ S U D O K U

SATURDAY, APRIL 3
▢ Optimist Club of Elmira presents an Easter Egg 
Drive Thru Event! Come join us at 15 First St. E. (the 
former Elmira Bowl) at 11 a.m. You are invited to drive 
through, and while you and your family stay in your 
car, receive a FREE Easter candy pack for each child 
in your vehicle! Please make sure everyone is wear-
ing a mask.

TUESDAY, APRIL 6
▢ Bone Health and Exercise. Exercise is an important 
step towards protecting your bones. Learn virtu-
ally using Zoom, how exercise will improve your 
balance, help you to stand tall & how to strengthen 
your bones. Dr. Giagregorio will present on behalf 
of Woolwich Community Health Centre at 6:30 p.m. 
Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca to register.

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
▢ Elmira Legion's Ham & Scalloped Potato Dinner. 
Take out only available from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Elmira Legion. Ham and scalloped potato with baked 
beans, carrot and celery sticks a roll and dessert. 
$15/person. Phone Robin by Wednesday, April 7 with 
your order 519-897-1618.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14
▢ Spring into Action. Get your body ready for Spring 
gardening, potting, planting, digging and yard work. 
Learn ways to prevent injuries using Zoom at 1:30 
p.m. Bernadette Vanspall, Physiotherapist at WCHC 
will facilitate this workshop. Email gberihun@wchc.
on.ca to register.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21
▢ Living Well: The Power of Goal Setting. Join Berna-
dette Vanspall, Physiotherapist at Woolwich Commu-
nity Health Centre using Zoom at 6:30 p.m. She will 
focus on exploring our internal/external drivers, 
setting SMART goals, identifying barriers and find-
ing creative ways to get around our "hijackers". Email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca to register.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28
▢ Physical Activity and Seniors. Join Woolwich 
Community Health Centre virtually using Zoom at 
6:30 p.m. You will learn about the new Canadian 
24-hour movement guidelines for older adults. Rasha 
El-Kotob, U of W Kinesiology Department will discuss 
what the guidelines are and how to apply them. Email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca to register.

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 Woolwich Community Services
 Woolwich Counseling Centre
 Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, 

Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND:

stuff like that. So, probably 
in around a month we'll 
have a better perspective 
on how it’s going to be. 
We [have just] got to see 
how this season, of course, 
plays out.”

Feenstra says thanks to 
some quick and early work 
on their part, they seem to 
have managed to stave off 
any potential shortages 
for the moment, however, 
he says things like soil 
and hanging baskets are 
still seeing delays and the 
potential is there to have 
shortages come up later in 
the season.

“We’ve been able to kind 
of fill our numbers, but 
I think when it comes to 
certain varieties, you’re 
not going to see it, because 
they’ve been substituted 
with something else. 
We were OK, but come 
gardening season, people 
[have] got to think ahead 
and that’s what we have to 
do as a business. We have 
to be far ahead because 
there’s so many delays, 
it’s just a lot harder to do 
business when there are 
certain things that you 
thought we would never be 
short on.”

Kathy Pearson, co-presi-
dent of the Waterloo Horti-
cultural Society, says even 
if there are shortages, she 
expects that the gardeners 
and nurseries will be able 
to work through the issue. 

“If there were [to be] 

shortages the gardeners 
and the nurseries will be 
able to work through it. It’s 
early days, some of them 
have just opened for the 
season, so it’s early days, 
but I think that their plan 
is to have what they need 
to sell to us. And that’s 
what we hope. Last year, 
even some of the big box 
stores did have vegetable 
plants and plants available 
well into the season. There 
could be shortages for 
things, but I’m sure a lot of 
these independent busi-
nesses will be doing their 
utmost to make sure that 
they have a successful year 
because one bad year can 
be devastating for them,” 
said Pearson.

With the planting 
season not officially 
expected to get underway 
for another month or so, 
the potential for shortages 
could be worrying for 
some. However, Feenstra 
says their website allows 
for people to order ahead 
and have their plants held 
for them until they are 
ready to pickup for the 
season. 

“We can hold stuff for 
people. I think that’s prob-
ably the most proactive 
things people can do and 
be kind and realize that 
we can’t control certain 
things. You might not see 
certain things this year, 
you might not see things 
for years. We just don’t 
know.”

Christine Webb and the Woolwich Gardeners are ready for the 
upcoming planting season. Sean Heeger

GARDENING: Demand has been 
outstripping supply in some cases

→FROM 27
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Roast Chicken with Warm Bread Salad
▢ 1 (4-pound) 
whole chicken, giblets 
discarded

▢ Kosher salt

▢ Pepper

▢ 4 (1-inch-thick) 
slices country-style 
bread (8 ounces), 
bottom crust 
removed, cut into 

3⁄4- to 1-inch pieces (5 
cups)

▢ 1⁄4 cup chicken 
broth

▢ 6 tablespoons 
plus 2 teaspoons 
extra-virgin olive oil

▢ 2 tablespoons 
champagne vinegar

▢ 1 teaspoon Dijon 
mustard

▢ 3 scallions, sliced 
thin

▢ 2 tablespoons 
dried currants

▢ 5 ounces (5 cups) 
baby arugula

1. Place chicken, breast 
side down, on a cutting 
board. Using kitchen 
shears, cut through the 
bones on either side of 
the backbone; discard 
backbone. Do not trim off 
any excess fat or skin. Flip 
chicken over and press 
on breastbone to flatten.

2. Using your fingers, 
carefully loosen the skin 
covering the breast and 
legs. Rub 1⁄2 teaspoon 
salt under the skin of 
each breast, 1⁄2 teaspoon 
under the skin of each leg, 
and 1 teaspoon salt onto 
bird's cavity. Tuck wings 
behind back and turn 
legs so drumsticks face 
inward toward breasts. 
Place chicken on a wire 
rack set in a rimmed 
baking sheet or on a large 
plate and refrigerate, 
uncovered, for 24 hours.

3. Adjust the oven rack 
to the middle position 

and heat the oven to 475 
degrees. Spray a 12-inch 
skillet with vegetable oil 
spray. Toss bread with 
broth and 2 tablespoons 
oil until pieces are evenly 
moistened. Arrange the 
bread in the skillet in a 
single layer, with majority 
of crusted pieces near 
the center, crust side up.

4. Pat chicken dry 
with paper towels and 
place, skin side up, on 
top of bread. Brush 
2 teaspoons oil over 
chicken skin and sprin-
kle with 1⁄4 teaspoon salt 
and 1⁄4 teaspoon pepper. 
Roast chicken until skin 
is deep golden brown 
and the thickest part 
of the breast registers 
160 degrees and thighs 
register 175 degrees, 
45 to 50 minutes, rotat-
ing the skillet halfway 
through roasting.

5. While chicken roasts, 

whisk vinegar, mustard, 
1⁄4 teaspoon salt and 
1⁄4 teaspoon pepper 
together in small bowl. 
Slowly whisk in remain-
ing 1⁄4 cup oil. Stir in 
scallions and currants 
and set aside. Place 
arugula in a large bowl.

6. Transfer chicken 
to a carving board and 
let rest, uncovered, for 
15 minutes. Run a thin 
metal spatula under the 
bread to loosen it from 
the bottom of the skillet. 
(Bread should be a mix of 
softened, golden-brown, 
and crunchy pieces.) 
Carve chicken and whisk 
any accumulated juices 
into the vinaigrette. Add 
bread and vinaigrette 
to arugula and toss to 
evenly coat. Transfer 
salad to a serving platter 
and serve with chicken.

We pay homage to a San Francisco 
cafe's roast chicken

For our own take on 
Zuni Cafe's roast 

chicken with bread salad, 
we started by butterfly-
ing a whole chicken and 
salting it overnight so it 
would cook quickly and 
evenly and be juicy and 
well-seasoned.

Before roasting the 
chicken in a 475-degree 
oven, we covered the 
bottom of a skillet with 
bread cubes that we had 

moistened with oil and 
broth and then draped 
the chicken on top. The 
bread cubes toasted and 
browned beneath the 
bird while absorbing its 
juices to create a mix 
of moistened, crispy-
fried, and chewy pieces 

all packed with savoury 
flavour.

To finish the dish, we 
built a vinaigrette of 
champagne vinegar, oil, 
currants, thinly sliced 
scallions, Dijon mustard 
and chicken drippings 
that we tossed with 
peppery arugula and the 
toasted bread. We served 
the salad alongside the 
carved chicken so the 
greens didn't wilt.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

⚠ Note that this recipe requires refrigerating the seasoned chicken for 24 hours.
⚠  This recipe was developed and tested using Diamond Crystal Kosher Salt. If you have Morton Kosher 

Salt, which is denser than Diamond Crystal, put only 1/2 teaspoon of salt onto the cavity.

⚠  Red wine or white wine vinegar may be substituted for champagne vinegar, if desired.
⚠  For the bread, we prefer a round rustic loaf with a chewy, open crumb and a sturdy outer crust.

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword 
is only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

ↆ X - W O R D

ACROSS
1. On the train
5. I'm not saying aliens, 

but ALIENS.
8. Gorillalike
13. Character from 

ThurderCats
14. Display
15. Brother of Jacob
16. Broadcasting
17. Harshly criticize
18. Vessel
19. Heretofore
21. Aardvark's morsel
22. Union
24. Bloodless
25. Congers
27. "Chances ___"
28. Photo ___
31. Cis gender male 

pronoun
32. Dynamite
35. Thousand ___, Calif.
37. Before noon
39. Reject
41. Sticker
43. Mont Blanc, e.g.
44. Barely managed, 

with "out"
47. ___ king
48. Biology class abbr.
49. Means no
50. Native New Zealander
52. Practice in 

psychoanalytic therapy
53. Align
55. Ratted
56. Not under, over or in
57. A dwarf
59. Prefix with phone
60. Actor's goal
61. Colours

DOWN
1. "___ and the King 

of Siam"
2. Sheep cries
3. A.k.a Odia
4. All over again
5. At the time of
6. Early piano
7. It needs refinement
9. Perverted person
10. Book of prophecies
11. "60 Minutes" 

correspondent

12. Shelter taken in a hut
13. Half mediocre
14. Barely enough
18. Charges
20. Drayton Festival ____
22. Type of ship
23. Chicken housing
26. As a whole
29. Prefix with graph
30. Showing skill (adj)
33. Expression of 

agreement
34. Swindle
36. Unkind term for 

timid people
38. Spiritual life fore energy
40. Abysmal test score
42. Regular, midgrade, 

Premium, e.g.
45. Most commonly 

tattooed fish
46. Kipling's "Gunga ___"
50. She'll always love 

you. Probably.
51. Dog in "Beetle Bailey"
54. Provincial Park 

in Morpeth
58. Princess Fiona, for one
59. Dashboard inits.

Find even more puzzles this week in our 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival Feature!

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Easter

Deep in the Feast: 
Called to Deep Living

www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Jonathan Brubacher Preaching

Worship service moved online

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

TIM LOUIS

1187 Fischer-Hallman Rd. 
Unit 624, Kitchener, ON N2E 4H9
(519) 578-3777
Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca
TimLouisMP.ca

Member of Parliament
Kitchener-Conestoga

people will drive by,” he 
explained. “What we have 
people do is book up to a 
15-minute window, so, say, 
6 o’clock to 6:15, and then 
they can show up any time 
during those 15 minutes 
to pick up their food. That 
allows us to keep it orga-
nized so we... don’t have a 
dish plated and it’s sitting 
there for an hour waiting 
for someone to pick it up. 
It’s all kept hot in ther-
mo-regulated coolers, and 
then we just plate it for 
each 15-minute window.”

Organizers keep track 
of the orders, which are 
paid for ahead of time 
by e-transfer, cash or 
cheque – electronic is 
the preferred method 
– and have them ready 
during the pre-arranged 
15-minute window.

“The only thing they 
need to do at that moment 
is tell us what kind of 
pie they would like,” he 
explained, noting pies are 
being donated by Anna 
Mae’s.

This is the heritage 
society’s first event of the 

year, but they are open 
to private bookings until 
the time allows for more 
traditional programs held 
in a normal year. 

“Depending on how well 
it goes, we can decide from 
there what we can offer,” 
said Streicher.

Orders need to be placed 
by April 17 to be ready for 
the April 24 event running 
from 4:30-7:30 p.m. at the 
latest. Those interested 
can contact Pauline Horst 
at 519-998-0034 or by 
email at millbank.heritage.
arts@gmail.com. 

BBQ: Millbank group adapts event to pandemic reality
→FROM 27
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Accreditation 
Number: 38988

Putting maple syrup to 
work in your kitchen▢ Mayo

Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I am 
45 and relatively healthy. 
But about a year ago, I 
hurt my lower back while 
working in the yard. I felt 
a sharp pain and could 
barely walk. It took about 
a month to heal. Then 
about a month ago, I hurt 
my back again - this time 
while lifting my young 
son. The pain does not 
seem to be getting better. 
Is there anything I can do 
to speed the healing pro-
cess? How can I prevent 
this from recurring?

ANSWER: Lower back 
pain episodes are common 
among adults, with about 
80% of adults experiencing 
lower back pain at some 
point during their lives. 
Lower back pain is one of 
the top five reasons that 
individuals seek medi-
cal care. In many cases, 
lower back pain resolves 
on its own. Most people 
have significant improve-
ment in their pain within 
14 days, and symptoms 
usually resolve in 4 to 6 
weeks.

Unfortunately, it's not 
uncommon for lower back 
pain to recur. The biggest 
predictor of developing 
lower back pain is having a 
history of prior lower back 
pain episodes. As many as 
50% of acute lower back 
pain sufferers will expe-
rience another episode of 
back pain within a year. 
However, only a very small 
percentage of those people 
go on to develop chronic 
lower back pain.

To ease your present 
lower back pain flare, there 
are a number of self-care 
steps you can take. First, 
maintain your usual activ-
ities as much as possible, 
but do be cautious with 
movements that sharply 
increase the pain. Second, 
consider taking a nonpre-
scription pain reliever. 
Anti-inflammatory medi-
cation, such as naproxen 
and ibuprofen, may be 
of benefit for short-term 
use. There are also some 
topical medications that 
people find effective at 
times, including coun-
terirritants for heat/cold, 
lidocaine from numbing 

Lower back pain issues

and anti-inflammatories 
for more local use. Many 
people take other nutri-
tional supplements to 
help their pain, but no 
one supplement has been 
determined to be effective 
for everyone with lower 
back pain. However, most 
do not have a lot of side 
effects or risk.

If over-the-counter 
medications are not 
enough, talk to your health 
care provider about a 
muscle relaxant to reduce 
symptoms. The use of the 
medications is not to elim-
inate your pain but rather 
to reduce it to allow you to 
resume more movements 
and activities. Be aware 
that prescription medica-
tions may have more side 
effects, such as nausea, 
sedation and/or constipa-
tion.

Physical therapy during 
the acute episode can be 
an important part of treat-
ment for lower back pain. 
It should involve teaching 
you to use heat and/or cold 
therapies, proper stretch-
ing exercises and the safest 
strengthening exercises 
- especially the abdominal 
core muscles. Practicing 
good posture and proper 
body mechanics also can 
help reduce pain. The 
benefit to starting a phys-
ical therapy program is to 
find out which approaches 
are best for you with your 
current symptoms and 
learn the proper technique 
for the exercises. The goal 
is to acquire a regimen of 
stretching and strengthen-
ing to be able to do at home 
for long-term benefit.

Additional passive 
interventions that may 
provide some short-term 
benefit for pain reduction 
in people with lower back 
pain include massage, 
acupuncture, low-level 
laser treatment and spinal 
mobilization. These 
soft tissue and/or joint 
mobilizations often are 
called manipulation, and 
may be done by thera-
pists, chiropractors or 

osteopaths. Other, more 
active interventions to 
consider are yoga, Pilates 
or an aquatic exercise 
program. Talk with your 
health care provider about 
the benefits and risks of 
these approaches, and if 
they may be right for your 
situation.

Once the pain goes away, 
take measures to reduce 
your risk of future lower 
back pain episodes. Use 
good posture and follow 
your health care provid-
er's instructions on how 
to bend, lift and move to 
ensure proper back biome-
chanics. When lifting 
heavier objects, it often is 
best to lift from the knees 
while you contract your 
abdominal muscles and 
keep your spine straight. 
You should not bend and 
twist your trunk at the 
same time, and, as you do 
lift, hold the object as close 
to your body as you can. 
You also may incorporate 
back-friendly practices 
into your daily life, such 
as using a chair that has 
good back support at work 
and at home, or using a 
desk that changes levels 
to move from sitting to 
standing intermittently.

When you lift heavy 
objects, lift from the knees 
while you contract your 
abdominal muscles, keep 
your spine straight, and 
don't twist your trunk. As 
you lift, hold the object 
close to your body.

Regular exercise can 
strengthen your muscles, 
which makes it less likely 
you'll have future lower 
back pain episodes. There 
are no studies, though, 
that indicate one exercise 
is better than another for 
prevention of future pain. 
General core exercises or 
aerobic exercises can be 
valuable. Proper warm-up 
and cool-down tech-
niques may include more 
back-specific stretching 
maneuvers. Aerobic and 
resistance exercises also 
can help you reach and 
maintain a healthy weight. 
This may help to protect 
you from future lower 
back and other problems 
that can be associated with 
obesity.

Maple Bacon Scones With 
Maple Cinnamon Goat Cheese Spread

1. In a large bowl 
combine flour, 
baking soda, baking 
powder and salt;

2. Add the butter, work-
ing the flour mixture with 
fingers until crumbly;

3. Wisk all wet ingre-
dients and add to the 
flour and butter crumble. 
Once mixed, add bacon;

4. Line a baking sheet 
with parchment paper, 
place about a half-cup 
of mixture in separate 

piles onto the parch-
ment then freeze them 
for 30-45minutes; 

5. Preheat oven to 375 
F, brush the top of the 
scones with milk from 
the freezer and cook 
for 18-20 minutes. 

▢ 1 cup soft goat 
cheese, room temp. 

▢ 3 tbsp maple syrup ▢ 1tsp ground 
cinnamon  

▢ 3 cups flour 

▢ 1 tbsp baking soda 

▢ 1 tbsp baking 
powder 

▢ 1 tsp salt 

▢ 1⁄2 cup cold butter, 
cubed 

▢ 1 large egg

▢ 1⁄2 cup cold milk 

▢ 1 tbsp maple syrup 

▢ 1tsp ground 
cinnamon  

▢ 2 cups bacon, 
chopped   

▢ 1⁄4 cup milk

Scones

Goat Cheese Spread

1. In a mixing bowl 
whisk room temperature 
goat cheese on high, 
then slowly add maple 

syrup – you might need 
to add more to get your 
desired consistency;

2. Add ground cinna-
mon and serve alongside 
your favourite scone.  

▢ 1 cup maple 
cashews (recipe 
below)

▢ 4 cups baby 
arugula 

▢ 8 slices of the best 
prosciutto you can 
find 

▢ 1⁄2 cup shaved 
parmesan reggiano

▢ 2-3 oz of maple 
lemon vinaigrette 
(recipe below)

Salad

1. In a large mixing 
bowl add baby arugula, 

parmesan and the vinai-
grette. Toss together 

and top the salad with 
cashews and prosciutto.  

Maple Cashews & Prosciutto Salad 

▢ 2 cups salted 
cashews 

▢ 2 oz maple syrup

▢ 1⁄4 cup sugar  

Maple Cashews 

1. In a medium size pot 
on medium heat, add 
nuts and maple syrup. 
Stir constantly. Once 
the maple syrup sticks 
to the nuts place on a 

baking sheet lined with 
parchment paper and 
sprinkle the sugar evenly 
on the nuts, then bake 
at 325 F until golden 
brown (5-7 minutes).

▢ 1⁄4cup salted 
cashews 

▢ 2 oz maple syrup

▢ 1 lemon, juiced 

▢ Pinch of pepper  

Maple Lemon Vinaigrette 

1. Add all ingredients 
into a container and 

blend together using 
a hand blender.
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  reg.

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

OPEN FOR CURBSIDE

April Specials
Chrome
Books

APPLE 
MacBook Air

$49999

Intel i5 (4300u) 1.9ghz, 
8gig Ram, 500gig HDD, 
14" screen, Windows OS

Lenovo
T440

$399
Lenovo
T550

$599

FROM

Blowout

iPad 5
32GB 9.7” Screen

$29999

UNLOCKED
iPhone - 6’s $16900

FROM

OPEN FOR CURBSIDE

i5-5300, 2.3ghz, 
8gig Ram, 256gig SSD, 

15.6" Screen, Number Pad 
Windows OS

iPad 6
128GB 9.7” Screen

$399

Lenovo

$$599599599599599
i5-5300, 2.3ghz, 

8gig Ram, 256gig SSD, 
15.6" Screen, Number Pad 

ONLY

FROM

Special!

FROM ONLY

WOW!
ChromeChrome
Books

$99!

MacBook Air
9999

Second
Location

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HPProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE
MacBookPro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-20 B Arthur St N.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

BESIDE THE OBSERVER www.realitybytescomputers.com

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

NOW OPEN!
FOR IN-STORE SHOPPING, ONLINE & CURBSIDE PICKUP

FULLY STOCKED
OVER 1,000 PRODUCTS NOW ONLINE!
SHOP IN STORE OR CURBSIDE PICKUP!

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

$114747
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

$$$

TOP SELLERTOP SELLER
12MM THICK12MM THICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

IN STOCK!

12”X24”12”X24”
PORCELAIN PORCELAIN 

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

47” WIDE VINYL47” WIDE VINYL
STAIR TREADS STAIR TREADS 

STEP & RISER INCLUDEDSTEP & RISER INCLUDED

$$65659999
FROM EACH

IN STOCK!

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
SOLID OAK SOLID OAK 

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

IN STOCK!

  RIGID CORE
VINYL  

$$199
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

VINYL  

111999999
PLUS PAD PLUS PAD 

ATTACHEDATTACHED

IN STOCK!

5.5” WIDE5.5” WIDE
SQUARESQUARE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS

$$116767
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

3”X6” OR 4”X12”3”X6” OR 4”X12”
SUBWAYSUBWAY

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

NO TAX!

AREA RUGSAREA RUGSAREA RUGSAREA RUGS
HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

$$9999
$199199

$299299

5’5’
X7’X7’

7’7’
X10’X10’

$$$8’8’
X11’X11’

FROM

FROM

FROM

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

ing Cupboard to shop 
for what you need is not 
currently on the table. 
To keep things going, 
however, the centre is 
now offering a “personal 
shopper” experience that 
includes curbside pickup 
or delivery. 

Those who wish to get 
items can call the centre at 
519-662-2731 with clothing 
sizes and items needed to 
start the shopping expe-
rience, which has been 

revamped to reflect the 
pandemic situation.

“Were doing outside 
clothing events, so people 
could come out safely and 
can pick. It’s hard to see 
something online and 
order that way, people like 
to see things and touch 
things and try things on 
COVID just made that a 
little bit more difficult. 
We’re encouraging people 
to let us know what they 
need, if they need boots 
or a certain size, and then 

we’ll look for it. And if we 
don’t have it, then we’ll, 
we’ll try to find it some-
where else for them,” said 
Robinson. 

Donations of items for 
the cupboard are also 
accepted and people are 
welcome to reach out and 
let the Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre’s know the 
items they wish to donate. 

For more information 
call the centre or email 
info@wilmotfamilyre-
sourcecentre.ca.

Harpreet Dhaliwal is a staff member working as a personal shopper in the Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre’s Clothing Cupboard. Sean Heeger

→ FROM 27

CUPBOARD: Changes adhere to pandemic protocols


