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FRI. SAT. SUN.

www.elmiragolfclub.com  | 519.669.1652
BOOK YOUR TEE-TIMES ONLINE 40 Eldale Road, Elmira

GOLF GIVES BACK - JUNIOR GOLF 
Cobra Golf along with Elmira Golf Club have created a 
COVID -19 relief program called #GolfGivesBack to raise 
money for the Boys & Girls Club of Canada. This program 
is designed to engage and encourage youth participation 
in the game of Golf.  Details on website.

PLAY   PRACTICE   DINE   SHOP GOLF GIVES BACK    FREE JR COBRA CLUBS TO USE

FAMILY FUN - DAY SUNDAY
AFTER 2:30 P.M. All Juniors (16 & Under) playing with a 

regular paying adult can play for FREE*
*Sundays only. One junior per adult.

Friday thru Mondays One Family can play a couple holes 
FREE after the last tee time. Call for booking details. 

1 Union St., Elmira  519-669-2201  www.schelters.ca Office & School Supplies • Print Copy Courier • Computer IT Supplies

BACK TO
SCHOOL
BLOWOUT Crayola 24-pack

Pencil Crayons
Reg. $ 5.29
Sale $ 1.99*
Reg. $ 5.29
Sale $ 1.99*

Hilroy lined paper
refill 400 Pk

Reg. $ 4.99
Sale $ 1.99*
Reg. $ 4.99
Sale $ 1.99*

Canon MFC MG2525
Print-Scan-Copy 

in Black and White or Colour 

Reg. $ 69.99
Sale $ 47.99*
Reg. $ 69.99
Sale $ 47.99*

*while supplies last,
1 per customer
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No fair in 
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but there's an 
ambassador
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL DURING A PANDEMIC

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

With the start of the school 
year on the horizon, par-
ents should feel comfort-
able with the safety mea-
sures put in place, says the 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board.

Sanitization and addi-
tional transmission-pre-
vention methods have 
now been instated. There 
are some adaptations and 
guidance still being passed 
from the provincial gov-
ernment to the board, but 
the organization is ready 
for students to return 
starting next week, says 
board spokesperson Alana 
Russell.

There will be visible 
changes when the kids 
head back to class, she 
notes.

“The main difference is 
an increase, especially in 
elementary [schools], in 
health and safety proce-
dures and protocols,” said 
Russell. 

Throughout the 
schools, there will now 
be hand-washing and 
hand-sanitizing stations, 
including in classrooms. 
General health and safe-
ty information will also 

be posted and available 
through the board’s fa-
cilities. And wayfinding 
materials directing traffic 
through the school will 
help students have limited 
contact points throughout 
the building other than 
within their own class-
room.

“What that means is they 
will be having controlled 
entry to the school in the 
morning. So, you’re used to 
seeing that rush of students 
coming into the into the 
school when the bell rings 
– that will be a controlled 
process bringong them  
gradually into their class-
rooms. They will remain 
in their classroom even for 
their nutrition break where 
they’ll eat their lunch and 
their snacks. And they will 
have potentially staggered 
recess breaks. They won’t 
have access to playground 
equipment [and] shared 
equipment, “ Russell ex-
plained. 

With masks now manda-
tory for all students attend-
ing WDRSB schools, up to 
five facial coverings will be 
provided per student. 

“If a student forgets their 
mask at home or doesn’t 
have one available, we also 

BACK TO SCHOOL | 24

The Waterloo Region District School Board this week unveiled the types of changes students will see when they 
return to their classrooms later this month, using Kitchener’s Groh Public School as a model. Principal Laura 
Griffin answered questions alongside facilities manager Kelly Paris.  [DAMON MACLEAN]DEVELOPMENT | 04

WRDSB rolls out protocols that will be 
followed when classes eventually resume

Parents should feel comfortable with return 
to school measures, says school board

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Not happy about a dense, 
sprawling development next to 
their small, established subdi-
vision, a group of Breslau resi-
dents are particularly adamant 
about keeping traffic out of 
their neighbourhood.

Plans to open up a de-
cades-old road allowance into 
the Elroy Acres section of the 
village drew universal con-
demnation Tuesday night as 
Woolwich council hosted a pub-
lic meeting to discuss a large 
development proposed for land 
surrounding the area.

Three companies are looking 
to transform about 160 acres of 
land into a subdivision featur-
ing more than 1,000 residences, 
a combination of single-family 
homes, semis, townhouses and 
apartment buildings. To do 
that, they’ll need official plan 
and zoning changes approved 
by the township.

The land covers a large swath 
on the east side of the village 
south of the railway tracks and 
running west of Fountain Street 

Developers 
propose new 
subdivision 
for east side 
of Breslau
1,000 residences to be 
added to the village
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

Are you paying Too Much for 
Hearing Aids in Elmira?  

58 Wellington Rd #7 Unit # 2 Elora  
 519-546-8246 | hearrightcanada.ca

Book your FREE hearing assessment today 
and our hearing care professionals will 

be happy to answer your questions. 

Batteries
$10/box

(40 cells) 

Deidre Jones Hearing Consultant            

Karissa Schiestel 

Hearing Instrument 

Specialist/Co-owner 

LOOKING TO BE
 A GOOD NEIGHBOUR?

PLEASE CONTACT GREG BECHARD
gbechard@elmiraacl.com  •  519-895-6606

• Regular folk who need affordable housing
• A couple young or not so young
• Single parent family
• Young individuals starting out in life
• Individuals looking for housing with a purpose
• A sense of broader belonging
• People who are friendly-respectful-aware
• Simply Good Neighbours/not paid staff

The Elmira Developmental Support Corporation 
is a Not-For-Profit Housing Corporation that 
provides “affordable housing “for individuals with 
an intellectual disability and others who in 
exchange for affordable housing provide a 
“social safety net” and create community within 
the apartment complex

Open Concept kitchen, living room, dining room
2 Spacious bedrooms with balcony  •  1.5 bath

In apartment laundry  •  Utilities included

WHO IS A GOOD NEIGHBOUR?

WHO ARE WE?

“Not sure who the Good Neighbour is anymore, we 
are all Good Neighbours to one another”

“Opportunities to make friends, build relationships 
and have fun with people who are open to you” 

Now Renting Affordable 2 Bedroom Units
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Waterloo Region District School Board has 
pushed back the dates for kids returning to class. 
Instead of Sept. 8, there will be staggered returns, 
with the first cohort of high schoolers heading back 
on Sept. 11, while most elementary students will return 
Sept. 14 and 15. Trustees made the changes Monday, 
as protocols evolve and labour issues remain.

Officials from all levels of government echoed a 
familiar sentiment at the grand opening of the St. 
Jacobs Farmers’ Market’s new building on Tuesday. 
For the vendors, customers, and community, it’s been 
a gathering place since 1986, a place they’re glad 
to have back after a devastating fire two years ago. 

From the Sept. 5, 2015 edition of The Observer

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

BACK TO ... DELAYS FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

August saw the fewest new 
cases of COVID-19 for any 
month since the pandem-
ic hit Waterloo Region 
in March, a trend health 
officials welcome ahead 
of a potential spike when 
school resumes next week.

“In the month of August, 

Emergency crews responded Tuesday afternoon to a two-vehicle collision at the intersection of Church Street and Memorial Avenue in Elmira, forcing traffic to 
be rerouted until the scene could be cleared. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Region saw just 17 new cases of COVID-19 in August

CORORNAVIRUS | 04

we have reported 17 new 
cases, which is our fewest 
cases per month to date,” 
said Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, the 
region’s medical officer of 
health, at the weekly brief-
ing Tuesday.

At midweek, there were 
42 active cases in the re-
gion, an increase of two 
over a week earlier  but a 
number reflecting the rel-

ative stability of the situa-
tion locally.

Since the start of the 
pandemic, there have been 
1,457 cases of the novel 
coronavirus, of which 1,259 
people have recovered, a 
rate of 88 per cent. There 
have been 120 fatalities, a 
number unchanged in the 
past week. 

To date, the region has 

carried out some 70,000 
tests, with the current 
positivity rate at 2.1 per 
cent. Guidelines set out by 
health agencies, including 
the World Health Orga-
nization, aim for a rate of 
less than five per cent as 
a benchmark for safely 
reopening the economy, 
returning to school and the 
like. By comparison, many 

of the ongoing hotspots in 
parts of the United States 
are still seeing positivity 
rates of 10, 15 and even 20 
per cent.

The low rates and rel-
ative stability are a good 
sign ahead of a likely up-
tick when schools reopen 
on September 8, Wang 
suggested. Officials will be 
watching for spikes with-

in two weeks of students 
returning to their class-
rooms.

“Last week, we received 
the school outbreak 
management guidance 
from the province which 
outlines how local public 
health units school inves-
tigate cases outbreaks and 
suspected outbreaks in 

TIERED-RESPONSE | 08

EXTREME WEATHER

We're not preparing 
fast enough for 
increased flood risk

FLOODING | 04

UW expert sees improvements, but we're 
not keeping pace with climate change

COLLISION SLOWS TRAFFIC IN ELMIRA

SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Looking to reduce the 
number of call-outs, the 
Wellesley Fire Department 
will be responding to pri-
ority situation and elimi-
nating those where its fire-
fighters are not needed.

A new formula for 
responding to tiered-re-
sponse calls was approved 

Wellesley firefighters expect to answer fewer calls

by township councillors 
meeting virtually on Tues-
day night.

A report from township 
fire chief Paul Redman 
noted that because of the 
township’s geography, 
there is a delayed response 
from EMS (ambulance) 
that go beyond the cover-
age and hospital-offload 
issues seen across the 
region. Because of the cur-

rent tiered-response agree-
ment, firefighters are often 
dispatched to calls where 
they can offer very little 
assistance, he said.

The report identifies 
changes to develop a clear 
line of calls where firefight-
ers, as medical first-re-
sponders, can provide a 
meaningful, life-saving 
intervention by being on 
scene first or in addition to 

EMS.
Redman told councillors 

meeting  September 1 that 
by making these changes, 
firefighters can ensure they 
provide the lifesaving in-
tervention needed, adding 
the reduction in unneces-
sary response will be good 
for the township overall.

Mayor Joe Nowak agreed 
the new plan will be good, 

New policy approved by council adjusts agreement with tiered-response calls

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Extreme weather poses a 
growing threat to Canadi-
ans, but government offi-
cials aren’t improving our 
readiness quick enough to 
keep pace, says a Universi-
ty of Waterloo researcher 
who grades preparedness.

The biggest threat is 
microburst storms that can 
bring 80 to 150 millimetres 
of rain within a two- to 
four-hour period, said Prof. 
Blair Feltmate, noting such 
storms can overwhelm 
sewer systems, causing 
them to fail and back up 
into the basements of 
homes and businesses.

In many areas, includ-
ing the townships, there’s 
the added risk of rivers 
and creeks breaching their 
banks, with preparations for 
such issues falling to agen-
cies such as the Grand River 
Conservation Authority.

The country is already 
seeing storms of greater in-
tensity, increasing the risk 
of floods, said Feltmate.

Head of the Intact Cen-
tre on Climate Adaptation 
(ICCA) at UW, he first con-
ducted a readiness study 
in 2016, grading the pre-
paredness of each province, 
territory and the country 
as a whole. The study had 
researchers interview 139 
government representatives 
from provincial and terri-
torial levels on managing 
floods, climate-related risks, 
and emergency services to 
calculate grades. The study 
was conducted again for 
2019 to see how, if at all, pre-
paredness improved. 

“Some provinces did not 
do as well [while] others 
were flat, and then several 
improved for Canada as a 
whole. We went from an 
overall score of C- to a C 
over the period of 2016 to 
2019, so that’s sort of a good 
news/bad news story,” 
said Feltmate. “The good 
news is at least we went 
in the right direction [for 
the country as our grade 
improved], the bad news 
for the country as a whole, 
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Changes to the Face Covering By-laws
The Region of Waterloo will consider making changes to its Face  
Covering By-laws on

Tuesday, September 15, 2020.

A time for the meeting has not yet been determined.

The existing by-laws affect enclosed “public spaces”, Grand  
River Transit buses and trains (GRT/ ION), and Region of Waterloo 
buildings and properties. The by-laws will expire on September 
30, 2020 if no action is taken. For more information about the 
existing by-laws, visit the Region of Waterloo’s website:  
https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/face-covering-by-law.aspx.

A report about the proposed amendments to the by-laws will be 
available by September 8, 2020 and can be found at the  
following location: https://calendar.regionofwaterloo.ca/council.

After reviewing the report, if you wish to make a written sub-
mission or if you wish to register as a delegation to Committee, 
contact the Clerk’s Office at the following email address:  
regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca or complete and submit a Del-
egation Request form: https://forms.regionofwaterloo.ca/Coun-
cil-and-Administrative-Services/Delegation-Registration. 

elementary or secondary 
school settings,” she said, 
adding “this was a wel-
comed update.”

The guidance outlines 
the role of public health 
units, which includes ad-
vising schools on COVID 
prevention and prepared-
ness, case and contact 
management, outbreak 
assessment and manage-
ment, ongoing local sur-
veillance, otherwise known 
as monitoring of cases, 
Wang explained.

For an outbreak to occur 
in a school, there must 
be two cases with a prov-
en epidemiological link, 
meaning there must be a 
direct connection between 
those infected.

In the case, that outbreak 
risk is increased, and out-

breaks are becoming more 
common, schools may be 
moved entirely to digital. 

“If there was a sense that 
there was uncontrolled 
transmission in multiple 
schools, that could be a 
reality. The typical actions 
that we take to address any 
outbreak, which would be 
very similar in a school set-
ting, are not able to bring 
these outbreaks under con-
trol and render in relatively 
appropriate amount of time. 
And there’s a sense that the 
transmission is uncontrolled 
or widespread enough that a 
broad measure like closure 
of schools may be neces-
sary,” said Wang.

Ultimately, a decision 
like that is something Pub-
lic Health hopes to avoid, 
but the virus has proven 
unpredictable, she noted.

Neighbouring Wel-
lington-Dufferin-Guelph 
Public Health reported 18 
active cases, with the per-
centage of positive tests at 
1.03. Of the total of 560 cas-
es discovered in the catch-
ment area, 505 (90.2 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The Ministry of Health 
reported 42,421 cases of the 
novel coronavirus in On-
tario on Wednesday. There 
have been 2,812 deaths 
attributed to the virus, rep-
resenting a mortality rate 
of 6.6 per cent. The min-
istry reports 38,369 cases 
(90.4 per cent) have been 
resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
129,425 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 nationwide, with 
9,132 related deaths, a mor-
tality rate of 7.1 per cent. 

 � CORONAVIRUS: Low positivity rate and few new cases, 
but health officials bracing for spike with return to school

FROM 03

as a curves back toward 
Woolwich Street. Much of 
the development is slated 
for an area just east of the 
Elroy Acres subdivision.

In an online council ses-
sion September 1, residents 
speaking via videoconfer-
encing or by recorded mes-
sage expressed concerns 
about traffic and densities, 
questioning the project’s 
compatibility. Neighbours 
were universally opposed 
to a road plan that would 

funnel more traffic through 
the area. They were espe-
cially concerned with a 
plan that shows a road – 
labelled as Scarlett Street 
or street F – connecting 
Kennedy Road to the new 
development.

“This would become 
terribly dangerous, said 
Kennedy Road resident 
Sean Hiller of the proposed 
route, calling it an “unnec-
essary connection.

Residents of 84 of the 
subdivision’s 87 homes 

signed a petition opposing 
the connector road, citing 
safety concerns, traffic 
issues and the lack of a 
buffer between “the differ-
ent housing densities and 
neighbourhoods.”

In response, John Rose 
of Breslau Properties – 
the principal landowner, 
joined in the project by 
2727995 Ontario Inc. and 
805232 Ontario Limited 
– said the neighbours’ con-
cerns would be taken into 
consideration in reworking 

 �DEVELOPMENT: Applicant expresses openness to alter plans following pushback from neighbouring residents
FROM 03

we’re not moving – at 
least in my view – quickly 
enough in a forward direc-
tion to mitigate flooding.”

Preparedness for prov-
inces and territories was 
evaluated based on fac-
tors such as the state of 
readiness of flood plain 
maps in the country, land-
use planning relative to 
the flood risk, efforts to 
retain natural infrastruc-
ture, flood safety and 
preparedness of critical 
infrastructure and public 
health and emergency 
management capacity to 
limit flood risk. 

The latest study shows 
many provinces had grades 
that stayed flat, not im-

proving over the three-year 
period. Other provinces 
and territories saw their 
grades drop to varying de-
grees – Ontario went from 
a B- in 2016 to a C in 2019. 
Only a few provinces/ter-
ritories saw an increase in 
the grade during the period 
in which the two studies 
were conducted with the 
most significant results 
coming from PEI improv-
ing from a D to B- and Yu-
kon going from a D+ to B-.

Feltmate says Ontario’s 
score came from a lack of 
updated flood risk maps. 
He also says stronger en-
forcement is needed with 
regards to not building 
in areas where the risk of 
flooding is higher. 

“We need stronger en-
forcement in reference to 
not building in areas that 
are vulnerable to flooding. 
And these are the two areas 
in particular [the] lack of 
being up to date on flood 
risk maps and not being 
rigorous enough and in 
reference to enforcement 
to not build an area vul-
nerable to flooding, those 
were two primary areas of 
weakness,” he said.

Feltmate adds that On-
tario’s strengths include 
a strong early warning 
system, more retention of 
natural infrastructure and 
a better documentation of 
the “preparedness of criti-
cal infrastructure to its vul-
nerability for flooding.”

In the GRCA watershed, 
a high level of flood read-
iness is maintained, said 
agency spokesperson Cam-
eron Linwood, noting the 
study says the areas most 
at risk are not covered by 
conservation authorities.

The GRCA works with 
municipal partners to 
ensure a high level of pre-
paredness with regards 
to riverine flooding, he 
added.

Linwood says the risk of 
flooding in the Woolwich 
and Wellesley areas are al-
ways there, mainly by river-
ine flooding in floodplains. 

“Like many communities 
throughout the Grand Riv-
er watershed, these com-
munities have properties 

and infrastructure located 
within the floodplain that 
are impacted by riverine 
flooding. The primary 
risk to these areas include 
annual spring flooding 
due to snowmelt as well as 
ice jam-related flooding, 
which can often occur 
during rapid spring melt or 
rainfall events. These com-
munities are also suscep-
tible to extreme weather 
events such as those which 
occurred in June 2017 and 
January 2020 where high 
volumes of rainfall were re-
ceived during a condensed 
period of time, resulting in 
flooding. This type of event 
can occur at any time of 
year,” he said.

To limit the flood risk in 

the townships, Linwood 
says things like monitoring 
weather conditions and 
river flows, controlling de-
velopment in flood prone 
areas, and operating mul-
tipurpose dams and res-
ervoirs to store water and 
reduce flood peaks are all 
done by the GRCA to man-
age the risk of flooding. 

The UW study will be 
conducted again in 2023-
24. Based on the current 
trajectory, Feltmate ex-
pects the overall grade of 
the country to improve to 
a C+, which falls short of 
what’s needed, he said, 
adding he hopes the coun-
try can speed up and adapt 
to the climate changes 
we’re experiencing.

 � FLOODING: Some improvement in our preparedness, but we're not keeping pace with shifts in weather patterns, risks
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the plans.
“The traffic concerns 

don’t fall on deaf ears,” said 
Rose. “I certainly appreci-
ate everybody’s concerns 
about how traffic will im-
pact their homes and lives, 
and we’re certainly going 
to work with the township, 
understanding that every-
body won’t always get what 
they want, but we’re going 
to try ... to satisfy the con-
cerns in regards to traffic.

“Our ambitions are not 
to become a problem to the 
existing residents, but to in 
fact to help solve some of 
the existing issues, while 
understanding that people 
don’t generally like devel-
opment all the time,” he 
added, noting they’d like 
to make the community 
better.

Residents’ concerns 
about traffic and the road 
network extend to plans to 
extend Dolman Street into 
the north end of the new 
development, as well as 
Ottawa Street at the south 

end. In the first stage, Otta-
wa Street is to be a two-lane 
road, with plans to expand 
it to four lanes when a 
bridge allows the route to 
connect to the Kitchener 
stretch of that road.

While welcoming news 
Ottawa Street would be 
an early part of the de-
velopment, Menno Street 
resident Matt VanderMeer 
noted some of the pro-
posed routes for the new 
roadway would impinge 
on some of the homes al-
ready there.

“When you have an 
Ottawa Street four-lane 
road that comes up and 
takes out backyards, that 
doesn’t sit well with resi-
dents,” he said, adding the 
existing roads in the Elroy 
Acres subdivision aren’t 
equipped to handle more 
traffic.

VanderMeer also ques-
tioned the claims of urban 
development making the 
area more walkable given 
the lack of commercial and 

service amenities.
“Urban density means 

more than just more hous-
es and more people. It also 
means jobs, stores, restau-
rants, pubs, walkability 
– where can I walk to in 
Breslau?” he asked, noting 
the idea rings hollow when 
the only destination is a 
park rather than the likes 
of a grocery store or restau-
rants.

Tuesday night’s meet-
ing was a public-input 
session, part of the early 
stages of the process. 
Councillors didn’t make 
any decisions.

With the input and at 
least one other virtual pub-
lic meeting in the works 
for later in the month, the 
developers will be revising 
their plans before resub-
mitting them to the town-
ship.

“We will certainly take 
these comments from the 
residents very seriously,” 
said Paul Puopolo, a planner 
representing the applicants.
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10% OFF
Quilted Items

Sale Starts Sept 1

STOREWIDE 

CLOSING 
SALE

25% OFF
General Merchandise 

(519) 884-2938quiltedheirlooms@bellnet.ca

At St. Jacobs Farmers Market
In the Log Cabin 

Hours Tues & Fri 10 - 4, Thurs & Sat 8 - 4 

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

Roast Beef & Fish  (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-order

reQuired

Friday & Saturday
3:30-7:30pm

Open 
Tuesday - Saturday

Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche, Mac & Cheese, 
Potato Salad, Fresh Peach Pie, Baking & More.

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca

The suspect arrested in 
connection with a pair 
of stabbings and arson at 
an Elmira home Sunday 
morning now faces numer-
ous charges.

Waterloo Regional Po-
lice on Monday formally 
charged Paul Bagley, 
33, with two counts of 
attempt murder, arson, 
disregard for human 
life, dangerous driving 
causing bodily harm and 
robbery.

Bagley was arrested af-
ter turning himself in at 
the Wiarton detachment 
of the Ontario Provincial 

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

AUGUST 27

 ■ 9:21 PM | Waterloo Re-
gional Police responded to a 
report of a collision involving 
two vehicles at  Victoria 
Street North and Woolwich 
Street South in Breslau. Both 
vehicles made multiple lane 
changes towards the curbside 
of the road while travelling 
east on Victoria Street North. 
One vehicle sideswiped the 
other, causing moderate 
damage to the vehicles. There 
were no reported injuries, and 
no charges were laid.  

AUGUST 28

 ■ 4:18 PM | A two-vehicle 
collision brought police to 
the Arthur Street roundabout 

Police lay charges in connection to attempted murders in Elmira
Police about 2:15 p.m. on 
Sunday.

The incident began 
when police and Wool-
wich firefighters were 
called to 16 First St. W. at 
6 a.m. Sunday following 
the report of a fire. On 
arriving, police found two 
people suffering from stab 
wounds. A female victim 
was transported to a local 
hospital, while a man was 
taken to a hospital outside 
the region. The former 
was treated and released, 
while the man remains 
in hospital, his condition 
stable, police reported this 

afternoon.
In response to the inci-

dent, police issued a call 
for public assistance in 
tracking Bagley, who had 
fled in a black 2014 Audi 
Q5 SUV that had subse-
quently been involved in 
a collision with a pickup 
truck shortly thereafter. 
Police say the female 
driver of the pickup truck 
received minor injuries 
and was treated at a local 
hospital. 

The suspect fled that 
scene, ultimately turning 
himself in to the OPP.

The investigation re-

mains ongoing, and Wa-
terloo Regional Police are 
asking anyone with infor-
mation to come forward. 
They can be contacted at 

near St. Jacobs. Both vehicles 
were travelling south on 
Arthur Street when one of 
the vehicles slowed for traffic 
ahead, and was subsequently 
struck from behind by the 
second vehicle. Both vehicles 
were severely damaged and 
towed from the scene. One 
driver was charged with 
‘following too closely’ and 
having improper tires under 
the Highway Traffic Act. 

AUGUST 30

 ■ 5:39 PM | A two-vehicle 
collision occurred at King 
Street North and Farmers 
Market Road near St. Jacobs. 
A vehicle crossed over the 
northbound middle lane, 
striking the second vehicle’s 

camper trailer. There were no 
reported injuries. As a result 
of the investigation, one of 
the driver’s was charged with 
‘careless driving.’

AUGUST 31

 ■ 1:30 PM |  Emergency ser-
vices responded to a report of 
a collision on private property. 
The collision involved a child 
and an ATV. The child suffered 
minor injuries. 

 ■ 2:14 PM |   Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of property damage to 
a statue located in the area of 
Synders Road West in Wilmot 
Township. The statue was 
defaced with paint. There are 
no suspect descriptions at this 

time. Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 519-
570-9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477. 

 ■ 6:25 PM | A collision in-
volving three vehicles brought 
police to King Street North and 
Abners Lane in St. Jacobs. A 
vehicle was travelling south 
on King Street when the driver 
of the vehicle attempted a left 
turn onto Abners Lane. The 
turning vehicle was struck by 
a vehicle travelling north on 
King Street. The force of the 
collision pushed the turning 
vehicle into a stopped vehicle 
on Abners Lane. A passenger 
in the turning vehicle suffered 
minor injuries. The driver of 
that vehicle was charged with 
‘turn – not in safety.’

A fire drew emergency responders to 16 First St. W., Elmira early Sunday morning, with the discovery of two stabbing victims, turning the location into a police crime scene. 

SEPTMEBER 1

 ■ 7:20 AM | Wellington 
County OPP responded along 
with Mapleton and Perth Fire 
Services and Perth Paramedic 
Services to a serious two-ve-
hicle collision on Wellington 
Road 86 at Wellington Road 
10 in the Township of 
Mapleton. The preliminary 
investigation revealed that 
a minivan was travelling 
southbound on Wellington 
Road 10 and a tractor trailer 
was travelling westbound on 
Wellington Road 86 when the 
collision occurred. Welling-
ton Road 10 is controlled by 
stop signs in both directions. 
The driver of the minivan, 
a 66-year-old Moorefield 
woman, was transported 

to a local hospital and later 
transferred to a London 
hospital with life-threatening 
injuries.  The transport truck 
driver, a 65-year-old man 
from Woodstock, was trans-
ported to a local hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. The cause of the 
collision is currently being 
investigated by Wellington 
County OPP and OPP Tech-
nical Collision Investigators 
(TCI).  The roadways were 
closed in all directions and 
have since re-opened with 
the exception of one lane. 
The Ministry of Labour and 
the Ministry of the Environ-
ment were notified.  Police 
are asking anyone that may 
have witnessed this collision 
to call 1-888-310-1122.

519-570-9777, ext. 8191. 
Alternatively, those with 
information may contact 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

Paul Bagley was charged with at-
tempted murder, arson, disregard 
for human life, dangerous driv-
ing causing bodily harm and rob-
bery.  [SUBMITTED]

The house was taped off as police investigated the scene.
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Statue debates expose risks of trying to revise history
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

In an “us” vs. “them” society, 
fault lines abound. Statues of 
historical figures are just one 

of many topics of division.
Most notably associated with 

monuments to the Confederacy 
in the U.S., the statue debate is not 
foreign to Canada. Just now, there 
are debates over the toppling and 
beheading of a representation of 
Sir John A. Macdonald in Mon-
treal, a statue that’s been vandal-
ized many times over the years, 
though often in relation to the 
sovereignty  issue.

Locally, we’ve seen that debate 
play out over our own statue of 
Canada’s first prime minister, as 
well as other political figures.

Debate is healthy. Vandalism 
less so. Most troubling is the pros-
pect of revising history.

There is, of course, a difference 
between tearing down a statue of 
Macdonald than, say, Gen. Robert 

E. Lee. The former was a principal 
founder of the country and its 
first prime minister. The latter 
led a traitorous rebellion against 
his country in defence of slavery, 
later used as a symbol of racial 
oppression.

Certainly Macdonald was no 
saint. But he was a man of his 
times – it’s a dangerous idea to 
attempt to blot from history peo-
ple and actions that don’t adhere 
to today’s standards. Macdonald 
was democratically chosen to 
lead the country, acting with legal 
authority, though today’s version 
of democracy is certainly more 
inclusive than was the one under 
which Canadians lived back then.

In the U.S., statues of figures 
such as Lee and Stonewall Jack-
son are divisive, not only as 
reminders of a war synonymous 
with attempts to retain slavery, 
but as ongoing symbols of white 

supremacist movements. 
Moreover, many of the statues 

were installed not in the after-
math of the war, but later in a 
clear attempt to show who had 
the upper hand in segregation 
matters that flourished early in 
the following century. There was 
a concerted effort to raise such 
statues years after the U.S. Civil 
War as an implicit threat against 
Blacks seeking wider civil rights.

Thus removing the statues isn’t 
simply an Orwellian attempt to 
erase history, though you don’t 
see similar historical markers for 
the vanquished of other wars (say, 
Nazi Germany). Instead, the idea 
is to undo what was done largely 
to be divisive, to serve as very visi-
ble reminders of some unsavoury 
policies and opinions.

In that same vein, there is no 
direct comparison to tearing 
down likenesses of Macdonald to 

the toppling of statues of dictators 
such as Lenin, Hitler, Stalin and, 
more recently, Saddam Hussein. 
They and a long list of other lead-
ers often came to power unlaw-
fully, carried out atrocities inten-
tionally and terrorized their own 
people to retain their positions. 
Upon overthrowing such tyrants, 
people were right to destroy such 
symbols, erected as propaganda 
tools and to engender fear. 

That’s where perspective comes 
into play, along with a sense of 
history. The latter would warn us 
of the dangers of judging the past 
using only today’s information 
and sensibility. That’s not to say 
one simply glosses over the past, 
but does allow for rational people 
in the States to avoid equating 
Lee, Jackson and confederacy 
president Jefferson Davis with 
George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson and others who held 

what are considered unsavoury 
opinions today and who acted on 
them, even owning slaves.

They were of their time, with 
the ones worth celebrating per-
haps attempting to better the 
status quo. 

Given Canada’s history, it’s an 
even bigger stretch to cast the 
likes of Macdonald and Wilfrid 
Laurier as villains.

That’s not say there’s nothing to 
be learned from an unvarnished 
look at historical figures – the ac-
tions of every European explorer 
in the New World, for instance, 
should horrify us, even more so 
given that the fallout of colonial-
ism and racism are apparent to 
this very day.

That said, we can be sure that 
the people of a century or two 
from now are likely to judge us by 
still different standards, and the 
verdict could be harsh.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

There are eight Turks 
for every Greek, so 
you might think the 

Greeks have to fold. But 
Greece has the backing of 
France, Italy, Israel, Egypt, 
and practically every oth-
er country in the eastern 
Mediterranean and the 
Arab world, as well as the 
entire European Union, 
so it has just called the bet 
and raised it.

This poker game is all 
about rival claims to sea-
bed territory with promis-
ing gas reserves in the east-
ern Mediterranean. Tur-
key’s strongman president, 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, has 
been throwing his weight 
around – or maybe he’s just 
bluffing, but how much 
is Greece willing to risk to 
find out? Especially since 
Athens can’t be sure which 

Erdoğan desperate 
to cling to power

way its friends will jump if 
the shooting starts.

The quarrel between 
Greece and Turkey is 
mainly about control over 
the waters and seabed of 
the Aegean Sea that sepa-
rates them. The Aegean is 
only an average of 200 km. 
wide, and it would be easy 
just to run a line down the 
middle – except that there 
is a chain of Greek islands 
running down Turkey’s 
west coast, often within 
sight of the mainland. Al-

School out since mid-March, everyone has a different reaction to students returning to class, though some parents are like-minded.

“Through it all, Terry never lost hope and insisted on 
empowering people along his journey while fi ghting 
the disease. His extraordinary accomplishments cap-
tivated the country, instilled hope in Canadians, and 
helped shift their views of people with disabilities.”
PM Justin Trudeau on the 40th anniversary, Sept.1, 
1980, of Terry Fox's cross-country run coming to an 
end, cut short by the spread of cancer.

Some 84% of Canadians remain concerned about the 
possibility of a second wave of COVID-19, primarily 
driven by worry of other people not following the 
proper distancing rules as businesses and schools 
reopen. Additionally, 79% fear the possibility of 
the province going back into lockdown if a second 
wave hits Ontario, and 85% are concerned that a 
second wave will “put us back where we started.” 
Canadian Mental Health Association (CMHA)
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Black Panther represented more than just a change in Hollywood

T he passing last weekend 
of Chadwick Boseman 
led to an outpouring of 

response reflecting not only the 
thoughts of those who knew him 
and an appreciation of his act-
ing skills, but the groundbreak-
ing significance of his roles, 
particularly that of the Black 
Panther.

That his death came in the 
midst of yet another round of 
protests motivated by police 
violence against Black people 
made discussions of his career 
all the more relevant. Though 
43 when he succumbed to colon 
cancer, Boseman had only come 
to prominence in recent years 
following his 2013 portrayal of 
Jackie Robinson in 42 and his 
take in James Brown in 2014’s 
Get on Up. But it was his arrival 
in the Marvel Cinematic Uni-
verse (MCU) that really shot him 
to prominence.

Boseman first appeared as 
T’Challa, king of the fictional Af-
rican nation of Wakanda, and his 
alter-ego Black Panther in 2016’s 
Captain America: Civil War, re-
prising the role in two additional 
Avengers movies, Infinity War 
(2018) and Endgame (2019). The 
MCU 2018 film Black Panther 
was critically acclaimed (gar-
nering six Oscar nods, winning 
three) and a box office smash, 
lauded for its predominantly 
Black cast and its portrayal of 
African characters.

The film was seen as a major 
breakthrough in the evolution of 
diversity, both in Hollywood and 
among moviegoers.

Certainly Hollywood and so-
ciety in general have changed 
markedly since the Black Pan-
ther was first introduced by Mar-
vel Comics in 1966. The charac-
ter had a “guest” role in a Fantas-
tic Four story before getting his 
own comic book series. From the 
outset, however, the character 
was portrayed as a scientist and 
engineer leading a technologi-
cally advanced country in Africa, 
which was far removed from 
stereotypes of the day (and even 
today, in fact).

Despite that, the character was 
somewhat problematic due to 

the times and being a creation of 
a pair white men – the legendary 
Stan Lee and Jack Kirby – but 
the Black Panther evolved over 
the years, suggests Clifford V. 
Johnson, a Black physics profes-
sor and author of The Dialogues: 
Conversations about the Nature 
of the Universe.

“As a black character created 
and initially written by non-
black authors, guest-starring in 
the pages of a book headlined 
by white characters, he had 
many of the classic attributes of 
what is now sometimes contro-
versially known as the ‘magical 
negro’ in American cultural 
criticism,” Johnson wrote fol-
lowing the release of Black Pan-
ther in 2018.

“Black Panther eventually 
got to star in his own series of 
comics. He was turned into a 
nuanced and complex charac-
ter, moving well away from the 
tropes of his beginnings. Writer 
Don McGregor’s work start-
ed this development as early 

as 1973, but Black Panther’s 
journey to the multilayered 
character you see on screen was 
greatly advanced by the efforts 
of several writers with diverse 
perspectives. Perhaps most 
notably, in the context of the 
film, these include Christopher 
Priest (late 1990s) and Ta-Ne-
hisi Coates (starting in 2016), 
along with Roxane Gay and 
Yona Harvey, writing in ‘World 
of Wakanda’ (2016). Coates and 
Gay, already best-selling liter-
ary writers before coming to the 
character, helped bring him to 
wider attention beyond normal 
comic book fandom, partly pav-
ing the way for the movie.”

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

The evolution of the charac-
ter and the decidedly non-ste-
reotypical traits of those 
around him – well educated, 
wealthy and technologically 
savvy, for instance – led to 
much acclaim for Boseman’s 
film, with many people seeing 
the characters as role models 
for Black people who hadn’t 
always been well represented 
by Hollywood.

That movies and television 
didn’t always do well by minori-
ties and women wasn’t a secret. 
But there have been improve-
ments, some of them significant, 
in recent years.

The Hollywood Diversity Re-
port prepared by UCLA for the 
past seven years, for instance, 
tracks the changes, noting wom-
en and minorities still remain 
unrepresented in all aspects of 
the industry, from lead roles to 
the studio boardrooms.

The 2020 version of the report 
finds things have improved even 
over the previous year’s study.

“Since the previous report, 
people of color posted gains 
relative to their White coun-
terparts in each of the five key 
Hollywood employment arenas 
examined in the film sector (i.e., 
among film leads, film directors, 
film writers, total actors, and 
studio heads). Despite these 
gains for the group — most no-
tably in closing the gap for act-
ing roles since the previous re-
port — people of color remained 
underrepresented on every 
industry employment front in 
2019,” the study says.

The shift to better represen-
tation in fact pays dividends. 
UCLA researchers found 
America’s increasingly diverse 
audiences prefer diverse film 
content. In 2018, films with casts 
that were from 21 per cent to 30 
per cent minority enjoyed the 
highest median global box office 
receipts, while films with casts 
that were from 41 per cent to 50 
per cent minority enjoyed that 
distinction in 2019. By contrast, 
films with the least diverse casts 
were the poorest performers in 
both years.

That’s no small thing where 
money is concerned – and mon-
ey is always a concern. In 2018, 
the global box office for theatri-
cal films surpassed $41 billion, 
up just slightly from $40.6 billion 
a year earlier. Meanwhile, the 
U.S./Canada market reached a 
record $11.9 billion in 2018, after 
momentarily dropping from 
$11.4 billion in 2017 to $11.1 bil-
lion in 2018.

Of course, there’s more to bet-
ter representation than making 
money – it’s about doing what’s 
right. But more than simply 
boosting the number of women 
and people of colour, the real im-
pact of non-stereotypical char-
acters is the impact on changing 
people’s perceptions of “others.” 
If Black actors are relegated to 
minor characters in roles such as 
janitors, maids, blue-collar work-
ers and criminals – as was the 
case for years – that reinforces 
bigoted views. Likewise for other 
tropes such as scheming Jews, 
Muslim terrorists and subservi-

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

THE GREAT OUTDOORS

The key to a successful hunting trip

I f you want to see frus-
tration personified, 
watch any duck or 

goose hunter try to figure 
out which of the many keys 
they are carrying is for the 
lock on the gun they have 
just pulled out of the case 
as legal shooting light ap-
proaches.

By the time this exer-
cise is over, you will have 
learned several new swear 
words and innovative and 
exciting phrases that incor-
porate them.

The typical outdoorsman 
carries somewhere around 
a dozen gunlock keys, 

many of which are for guns 
and locks that no longer 
exist in this world, three to 
four gun case keys, a key 
to the shed where all his 
or her decoys are locked, 
a key for each trailer lock, 
keys for ammunition box 
locks, car or truck keys, 
ATV keys, outboard mo-
tor lock keys, keys for the 
house and the previous 
three places he or she lived 
and, of course, keys for 
work, as well as several jobs 
he had when he was still in 
school.

In fact, we outdoorsmen 
carry so many keys that I’m 

surprised we even bother 
with boat anchors, for 
when you have this many 
keys, they are redundant.

For all that, we still 
routinely do not have the 
right key when it is needed 
most. 

I remember one time 
when my brother and I 
made it out to the duck 
blind prior to first light 
on opening day. When I 
slipped my gun out of the 
case at legal light, I dis-
covered, horror of horrors, 
my gun lock was on the 
trigger doing what gun 
locks do. 

It seemed like a simple 
enough problem to solve 
until I realized my keys 
were back at the cabin 
about a mile up river. At a 
time like this, when ducks 
are beginning to whirr 
overhead and the sounds 
of opening day gunfire is 
all around, you can quickly 

determine who your true 
friend are.

I discovered the answer 
to this when I said, “Hey 
Martin, what do you say we 
paddle back to the cabin to 
get my keys so I can shoot 
too?”

He missed the next few 
ducks, probably because 
it’s hard to shoot while you 
are in the midst of a belly 
laugh. 

What followed was a 
lesson in which my brother 
learned several new swear 
words and new and inno-
vative and exciting phrases 
that incorporate them.

The good news is most 
gun trigger locks such as 
the one I was using are not 
exactly the kind you would 
trust to secure the Canadi-
an Mint. In fact, what I dis-
covered that morning was 
that all it takes to pry open 
one of those locks is a flat-
head screwdriver (which 
we had in the canoe for 
some reason) and the right 
amount of inducement – 
in this case watching my 
brother progress towards 
a limit of wood ducks and 
mallards.

I’m happy to say that 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN
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most all the other islands 
in the sea are Greek too.

So it’s a Greek sea, real-
ly – but Turkey refuses to 
accept that. In defiance of 
both traditional maritime 
law and the 1982 United 
Nations Convention for 
the Law of the Sea, Anka-
ra insists that the Greek 
islands do not generate 
their own territorial wa-
ters and seabed rights. It 
claims half the Aegean 
Sea as its own, and a big 
chunk of the Mediterra-
nean beyond it too.

You can see why Turkey 
feels cheated by geogra-
phy, but the law is the law 
for every country, and by 
and large Turkey abided 
by it – until the prospect 
of undersea gas wealth 

and the pressures of pop-
ulist politics spurred it to 
push its spurious claims 
very hard.

It’s really fool’s gold. 
The recent collapse in 
gas and oil prices is like-
ly to last long after the 
COVID-19 crisis ends, 
perhaps even permanent-
ly, for renewable energy 
prices are now compet-
itive with fossil fuels 
and demand is trending 
downwards. Laying sea-
bed pipelines is expensive, 
and even without the risk 
of war it’s unlikely to hap-
pen in the eastern Medi-
terranean now.

Does Erdoğan realize 
this? Maybe so, maybe not, 
but either way he needs 
a foreign crisis so he can 
pose as the hero of Turk-

ish nationalism. The long, 
credit-fueled boom that 
sustained his popularity 
has given way to economic 
stagnation, his military 
incursions into Syria, Iraq 
and Libya have made him 
many enemies, and he 
badly needs a win.

Since last year Turkish 
seismic exploration and 
drilling ships, escorted 
by warships, have been 
searching for gas in waters 
off Crete and Cyprus that 
no other country in the 
world regards as Turkish. 
In reply, French and Ital-
ian warships and fighter 
aircraft from the United 
Arab Emirates have taken 
part in joint exercises with 
Greek and Cypriot forces.

The European Union 
has given Turkey until 

late September to stop its 
“illegal activities” in the 
eastern Mediterranean, 
after which sanctions may 
be imposed. And last week 
Greece declared that it was 
going to extend its terri-
torial waters in the Ionian 
Sea from six nautical miles 
to the maximum permit-
ted 12 miles.

That’s the Ionian Sea, 
between western Greece 
and Italy, not the Aegean, 
between eastern Greece 
and Turkey. In the Aegean 
both Greece and Turkey 
still observe the old six-
mile limit in practice, 
although it is unclear 
whether Turkey officially 
accepts it in theory. But 
Greece is signalling that it 
might go to 12 miles in the 
Aegean too, which would 

DYER:  Latest escapade with Greece another sign Turkey's Erdoğan sees power is slipping away from him
FROM 06 pretty well turn it into a 

Greek lake.
Both Greece and Turkey 

joined NATO during the 
Cold War out of fear of the 
Soviet Union, and the oth-
er NATO members are now 
trying hard to ward off a 
conflict that could break 
the alliance. But it’s an up-
hill struggle, because the 
two countries have been 
enemies for a long time.

The Turks conquered 
all of the Balkan peninsu-
la, including Greece, and 
ruled over it for centuries. 
Greece took part in the 
attempt to carve up what 
was left of Turkey as Eu-
ropean colonies after the 
First World War. The Turks 
expelled the long estab-
lished Greek minority 
from most of the country 

when that attempt failed.
Two generations later, 

the Greek government 
engineered a bloody coup 
by ex-EOKA terrorists in 
Cyprus with the intention 
of unifying the island with 
Greece. Turkey invaded in 
order to stop that and pro-
tect the Turkish minority 
in 1973, and its troops are 
still there to support the 
separatist government of 
the Turkish Republic of 
North Cyprus.

There have been at least 
three other Greek-Turkish 
crises since then, none of 
which ended in war. This 
one probably won’t either, 
but it’s going to come clos-
er than any of the others 
did. Erdoğan sees his pow-
er slipping away, and he’s 
getting desperate.
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2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$4.99 /lb
DELI SLICED  

PORK ROLL   

$3.29
/lb Reg.$4.89 /lb

LEAN

/lb

1810929C
N

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, 
underwriter of automobile and property insurance or Desjardins Financial 
Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance products. 
Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the 
Fédération des caisses Desjardins du Québec, used under licence.

State Farm branded policies are underwritten by Certas Home 
and Auto Insurance Company. 
®State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks 
owned by State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, used  
under licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company and certain 
of its affiliates.

IS NOW

Better things come from someone who knows you. 
Call today to get a quote.

Bring 
your savings 
together 

Jeff Watkin, Agent  
Suite 204A 151 Frobisher Dr 
Waterloo  ON  N2V 2C9 
519-886-4470
jeff@jeffwatkin.com
www.jeffwatkin.com

this incident taught me a 
valuable lesson, and one 
which I have never forgot-
ten since then, that being I 
never forget to bring all my 
keys and have now marked 
them to correspond with 

the locks that they open. 
Also, I keep a master key 

in my ammunition box 
in case for some reason I 
don’t have the right key. 
Also, it never hurts to have 
a flathead screwdriver 
around.

ent women. 
There’s already enough 

misguided prejudicial 
opinions without such 
views being reinforced in 
the films and television 
shows we watch.

That’s why a Black su-
perhero who's a member 
of an educated, advanced 
African nation resonates 
beyond comic books and 
movies, taking on cultural 
importance in an increas-
ingly polarized society. 
Chadwick Boseman was 
aware of that, as were 
many of those who this 
week mourned his pass-
ing.

 GALEA: Keying in on what's 
important out in the field

FROM 07

 KANNON:
Promoting a 
change in public 
perceptions

FROM 07

noting other municipalities 
may look at what is being 
done and follow suit.

Under the current agree-
ment, there are 15 tiers to 
which Wellesley firefight-
ers respond, as opposed to 
the 11 in the new arrange-
ment. While changes were 
made, all responses are 
covered under another 
category and allows the 
department to “adminis-

ter lifesaving procedures 
based on our training, tools 
and scope of practice.”

A review of calls from 
Jan. 1, 2019 to Aug. 12, 2020 
showed the department 
had responded to 237 calls. 
Based on the criteria un-
derlined in the new agree-
ment, they would not have 
responded to 97 of those 
calls, a decrease of 41 per 
cent.  Under the new rules, 
cost savings of between 

$10,000 and $12,000 would 
have been realized.

Redman said the next 
steps include going into 
a new arrangement with 
Waterloo Region EMS and 
the dispatch centre in Lon-
don. After that, the next 
move would be to contact 
dispatch administered by 
the Kitchener Fire Depart-
ment. The changes are ex-
pected to take at least three 
to four weeks.

 TIERED-RESPONSE: Wellesley looks to reduce fire calls
FROM 03

The Observer is the #1 
newspaper in Ontario.
Find your hometown news, opinion, sports, entertainment, 
family announcements and more every Thursday.  #localnews
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Farmers' market resumes in Wellesley

As of Monday, small businesses and registered 
charities can apply for financial support under the 
province’s COVID-19 Energy Assistance Program for 
Small Business (CEAP-SB) if they are eligible for the 
program. CEAP-SB provides a one time, on-bill credit 
to help eligible small businesses and registered char-
ities affected by COVID-19 catch up on their energy 
bills.

The federal government announced this week it is 
working with science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) employers across Canada to cre-
ate 900 internship opportunities for students through 
the Science Horizons Youth Internship Program, 
which supports jobs in clean-technology sectors. Up 
to $15,000 is available to employers for each intern 
they hire.

SMALL BIZ SUPPORT GREEN INTERNS

Join us on Wednesday Sept. 23rd, 2020 at 4 PM to 
learn more from our two amazing Pelvic Physiotherapists! 
You can sign up through our website or Facebook page.

Are you interested in how 
Pelvic Physiotherapy can help you?

SIGN UP FOR OUR FREE PELVIC HEALTH WEBINAR 
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R emember when 
Canada used to be 
considered “the 

north”? 
I guess we still are when 

it comes to basketball and 
world geography. 

But climate change is 
taking hold. For farming, 
we’re no longer the cold cli-
mate anomaly we used to 

GETTING BACK TO IT

Pamela Wideman is preparing to welcome people back to the Wellesley Farmers' Market. [FILE PHOTO]

Having delayed reopening due to coronavirus concerns, organizers set to welcome people back starting Sept. 5

Farms everywhere need to pull together like never before

ROBERTS | 11

be. Back in the 1960s and 
1970s, our area in particu-
lar pioneered cold tolerant 
and early maturing crops, 
most notably corn and soy-
beans.

And while other areas 
in the southwest of the 
province are still and will 
always be warmer than us, 
areas much further north 

of us are laying claim to our 
former title. 

For example, earlier this 
week, Lakehead University 
in Thunder Bay announced 
it had signed a memo-
randum of agreement for 
research and innovation 
commercialization in the 
agriculture and food.

Interestingly, that agree-
ment is with Guelph-based 
Bioenterprise.

The university wants 
to become part of what’s 
being touted as Canada’s 
Food and Agri-Tech En-
gine. It says it’s taking “a 
very active role in the de-
velopment of technologies, 
which will have specific 
benefit to the agricultural 
sector and has seen success 
in providing useful tools to 

primary producers and the 
procession sector.”

That includes evaluating 
formulations of fertilizer 
on new crops, small plot re-
search studies for industry, 
biotechnological analytical 
services and evaluating 
technologies which have 
positive environmental 

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

It was only a few months 
ago when farmers’ markets 
were allowed to reopen 
amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, with strict 
changes in place to protect 
the health and safety of 
vendors and visitors. The 
markets in St. Jacobs and 
Elmira took this in stride 
and reopened as quickly 
as possible, bringing back 
vendors and patrons. 
Operators of the venture 
in Wellesley, however, 
decided they did not want 
to risk the health and safe-
ty of those working and 
shopping, opting to remain 
closed. 

Because clearances were 
part of phase 1 of the gov-
ernment’s reopening plan, 
organizers of the market 
said it simply did not make 
sense for them to open at 
the given time, instead 
choosing to revisit the 
matter at a later date. Af-
ter some deliberation and 
planning, they’ve got good 
news for their patrons, as 
the market in Wellesley is 
reopening for a six-week 
stretch.

Starting September 5 
from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at TO MARKET | 11

the Wellesley Park Pavil-
ion, the market will return 
with 10 vendors. 

Market organizer Pame-
la Wideman says she is ex-
cited to welcome everyone 
back, especially after the 
difficult past few months. 

“We’re really excited 

to be able to do this in a 
time when the majority 
of our community events 
have been cancelled. As 
well, we’re really excited 
to be able to welcome the 
vendors back in a season 
where there has likely 
been some financial loss 

involved for them,” she 
said. 

“We really appreciate 
the community and we 
really appreciate our ven-
dors. And we’re just so 
excited to be able to do 
this, even if it’s just for six 
weeks.”

She 
says the big- gest 
upside of reopening, aside 
from being able to give lo-

cal vendors a chance to sell 
their wares, is the return 
of the social interactions, 
albeit under the stricter 
controls dictated by the 
coronavirus protocols. 

“The social aspect of 
the market is a really huge 
part of why we love to 
run the market. And if we 
were to have run over this 
summer, it would have 
had to be very strict, lots of 
protocols, lots of us kind of 
policing our neighbours, 
and we really weren’t in-
terested in doing that. We 
thought that for the sake 

of the community, we 
would make a good 

decision and just 
hold off. Of 

course, we felt 
really bad for 
our vendors, 
but we were 
willing to 
revisit again 
for the fall 

in hopes that 
the pandemic 

has moved 
along,” Wide-

man added.
When people 

return to the market, 
they will notice a few 
changes from years prior. 
In addition to a few less 

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 



10  | BUSINESS VENTURES THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2020

Eldale Veterinary Services welcomes a new veterinarian to our large animal 
team. Cristin McCarty-Van Straaten graduated from the Ontario Veterinary 
College in April of 2020 and joined Eldale in May. Cristin was born and raised 
in Saskatchewan in a farming family, enjoying agriculture and always wanted 
to be a large animal veterinarian from an early age. However, she had much 
to accomplish first. Cristin obtained a Bachelor of Science and a Masters of 
Public Health from the University of Michigan while on a rowing scholarship.

Later, she rowed as a member of the Canadian National Women’s rowing 
team representing Canada in multiple international events. Cristin moved to 
Guelph, ON in 2011 where she completed a PhD at the Ontario Veterinary 
College on injury biomechanics in equine lameness and joint disease in 
racehorses. She then went on to work for a forensic engineering firm as an 
injury biomechanics consultant until 2016 when she 
decided to pursue her childhood dream of 
becoming a veterinarian.  

She became increasingly interested in the 
dairy industry after meeting her husband 
who was raised on a dairy farm in Perth 
county. Her areas of interest include 
equine and bovine lameness and repro-
duction with a specific interest in heavy 
horse medicine. Cristin lives in Guelph 
with her husband, Steven and their 
son, Arthur. They have a cash crop 
farm out near Mitchell, ON. that 
her husband and in-laws run. 
In her spare time, Cristin 
enjoys being active with her 
family, helping with field work 
at the farm and hopes to soon 
find herself driving a team of 
heavy horses.  

WELCOME  CRISTIN!

150 Church St. W., Elmira, Ontario
519-669-5672

Providing Emergency and Preventative Health 
Care for your Horses, Pets and Farm Livestock

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Branches of the Royal 
Canadian Legion face im-
mediate financial crunches 
not being addressed by 
government support pro-
grams currently available, 
says the president of the 
Elmira organization.

Branch 469 is eligible 
for funding from the prov-
ince’s Resilient Communi-
ties Fund, but that money 
is earmarked for the likes 
of new programs perhaps 
aimed a medium-term re-
covery, not the most press-
ing cash shortfalls today, 
says Gary Schaefer. 

“The Resilient Commu-
nities Fund appears to pro-
vide money to ‘re-imagine 
the delivery of programs 
and services to meet the 
needs of the community’ 
or perhaps develop new 
and/or alternative sources 
of revenues,” he explained. 
“It does not provide fund-
ing for operating costs 
that cannot be covered 
due to our required pan-
demic response. For many 
branches, ours included, 
to survive the financial 
crisis the pandemic has 

Provincial assistance not covering expenses
triggered, they need help 
to pay the rent; they do 
not need funding for new 
projects.”

The coronavirus lock-
down led to a loss of the 
revenue needed to keep the 
organization going, said 
Schaefer.

“The Royal Canadian 
Legion is an organization 
whose primary goal is to 
provide assistance of var-
ious types to our veterans 
and our community at 
large. This requires money, 
much of the which is gen-
erated through our many 
branch events and rentals. 
We were completely closed 
for nearly five months and 
have now only partially 
reopened; it seems unlikely 
that we will be able to re-
sume catering and rentals 
in the near future.”

The organization has 
faced hardships since its 
facility was closed down 
on March 16, preventing it 
from running its programs, 
operating fundraising 
events and offering rentals 
to other groups.

“During that time, we 
were unable to serve our 
members. Our upstairs hall 
is usually busy with events 

Mill Street. That building 
was destroyed by fire in 
1965 and is now a parking 
lot. 

Less than two years later, 
a building was erected at 
the current location on the 
First Street, with the first 
meeting held on Nov. 29, 
1967. That building was 
renovated 20 years later, 
with new washroom facili-
ties and a ramp added.

Throughout its time in 
Elmira, the Legion has 
been active in the commu-
nity. In recent years, the 
organization partnered 
with Woolwich Township 
to refurbish the cenotaph 
first built in 1923, including 
replacing the original mar-
ble statue of a soldier with 
a bronze replica.

“The original statue was 
moved to the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre. Paving 
stones and benches were 
added to allow veterans, 

seniors, and handicapped 
to enjoy the surroundings. 
We are currently contem-
plating adding memorial 
stones to acknowledge 
peacekeepers, and Afghan 
vets,” said Schaefer.

As with many Legion 
projects, however, those 
plans are on hold just now, 
he added.

While the organization 
has been able to resume 
some activities under 
the province’s reopening 
guidelines, the future re-
mains uncertain. Branch 
469 encourages residents 
to support the organization 
as it looks to get back on 
track.

“If you are able, please 
consider coming into our 
club room on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays. Revenue 
generated there can help 
us, in a small way, to con-
tinue to help the veterans 
in our community.”

The Elmira Legion's facility has been largely vacant since March, though the organization is slowly resuming business. [DAMON MACLEAN]

 Elmira Legion not able to get back on sound financial footing with measures to stop the spread of virus

such as birthdays, wed-
dings, anniversaries, and 
other celebrations. All were 
cancelled or postponed. 
Three community break-
fasts with the possibility 
of serving a total of 1,500 
to 2,000 guests were also 
cancelled. Unfortunately, 
community cosponsors of 
these events also missed 
out on the shared funding. 

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Plans for a three-unit 
apartment building in 
Wellesley are on hold, as 
township council this week 
deferred a decision on re-
zoning the property at 1010 
Doering St.

The owner wants to 
remove the current 
building on the site, re-
placing it with a triplex. 
That idea met with stiff 
resistance from neigh-
bours at a public meet-
ing in June, who cited 
concerns about traffic, 
impact on adjacent 
properties and changes 
to the character of the 
neighbourhood.

In response to those 
concerns, the applicant 

Council defers decision on bid to construct triplex
seeking a zone change for 
the site revised the plan, 
including moving the 
building back farther on 
the property, as well as nar-
rowing the building's foot-
print. Parking was moved 
to the rear of the building 
and exterior features such 
as balconies were added.

Even with those chang-
es, however, the building 
does not meet two of the 
minimum requirements for 
the requesting zoning – lot 
area and side yard setback 
– and requires specific ex-
emptions.

At Tuesday night’s 
council meeting, Coun. 
Peter van der Maas said he 
was a little concerned with 
the size of the proposed 
building, noting that it will 
be “much larger than any-

thing else on the street.” 
He was also concerned 
that there will be three 
residential homes situated 
in a one family residential 
area, in addition to the 
congestion of traffic on 
a small road – especially 
since there is another 
development across the 
street.

Given that not all coun-
cillors were present, he 
supported deferring a deci-
sion on the project.

While saying he was 
ready to support the appli-
cation given that the prop-
erty owner had addressed 
most of the concerns, May-
or Joe Nowak voted for the 
deferral.

The issue will return to 
the council agenda at a lat-
er date.

Our ever-popular Friday 
night suppers and meat 
draws, along with our 
famous schnitzel dinner 
have been cancelled. Tim-
ing for resuming these 
activities is also unknown,” 
said Schaefer.

While any government 
support is appreciated, the 
funding available is not the 
type needed to cope with 
being closed for more than 
six months, he added.

Closure has meant limit-
ed access to the 276 active 
members of Branch 469, an 
unprecedented occurrence 
in its seven decades in the 
community.

The organization’s histo-
ry in Elmira dates back to 
its creation in 1949 when 
its charter was drafted 
under inaugural president 
Howard Brant, with only 
those with military service 
allowed to join. The first 
location was in a house on 

WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP
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englift
275 Union Street, Elmira  |  (800) 263-9823

We are still growing! In January 2020, we opened a third manufacturing facility 

members to help serve our customers. Based in Elmira, Ontario, there is no 

engliftsystems.com >> Careers

• Mechanical Designers
• 
• 
• Welders
• Purchaser
• Project Manager
• Shipping / Receiving
• Quality Controller
• Service Coordinator

Positions We’re hiring local talent! Why commute?

WE’RE HIRING AGAIN!
GREAT THINGS ARE HAPPENING...

RIGHT IN YOUR BACK YARD!

vendors, customers will 
be asked to wear masks if 
they are able – masks will 
be provided if patrons do 
not have one – and the 
market is also going to be 
expanded into the parking 
lot to reduce the number of 
people in the pavilion.

Vendors cooking fresh 
food will also be absent 
from the six-week market 
this year, as Wideman 
notes Region of Waterloo 
Public Health advised 
them to stay away from 
having those things on 
site. 

Mary Lichty-Neeb, sec-
retary of the Wellesley 
Township Fall Fair, says 
things may change over 
the course of the markets 

opening and vendors could 
be added to sell food if 
things line up. 

She adds that additional 
measures being imple-
mented include customers 
being asked to not touch 
items that the vendors are 
selling, instead pointing to 
what they want and having 
their bags ready so as little 
contact as possible can be 
achieved.

In normal years, ven-
dors pay a fee to attend 
the market and sell items, 
this year as a show of good 
faith vendors will not have 
to pay. Lichty-Neeb says 
this is to help give back to 
the community and busi-
nesses that have probably 
suffered a great deal since 
the start of the pandemic.

 � TO MARKET: Making adjustments 
this year in recognition of the 
conditions, but providing an outlet

FROM 09

 � ROBERTS: Agri-food industry shows committment to keeping us fed
FROM 09

implications.
Farmers everywhere can 

benefit from that knowl-
edge.

“Lakehead University is 
making a statement that it 
is strongly focused on pro-
viding value and service 
back to the agricultural 
sector,” it says, which is 
also a goal of Bioenterprise.

The backbone of the food 
and agriculture engine is 
the University of Guelph 
and the Ontario Agri-food 
Innovation Alliance, a re-
markable and productive 
arrangement between the 
university and the prov-
ince’s agriculture ministry 
that stems from 125 years 
of working together, even 
before the university was 
formally established.

The agreement is dedi-
cated to food safety, food 

production and plant, 
animal and human health, 
among other vitally im-
portant matters.

In April of 2018, the 
university and OMAFRA 
renewed the agreement for 
10 years, resulting in an 
investment of almost $715 
million. Knowledge gen-
erated through that kind 
of commitment helps all 
of Ontario agriculture and 
food prosper, and contrib-
utes to the knowledge base 
that helps researchers and 
farmers prosper in other 
jurisdictions, such as the 
North… and, in fact, the 
rest of the world.

A healthy farm economy 
can contribute significant-
ly to the country’s new 
economic plan, which the 
prime minister is working 
towards. He’s set two weeks 
from now as a target date.

That’s prompted a group 
called Farmers for Climate 
Solutions to chime in with 
a report saying rebuilding 
the economy means sup-
porting farmers to enhance 
climate resilience and mit-
igate emissions. The group, 
which is largely represent-
ed by what mainstream 
agriculture calls alternative 
agriculture, cites five ways 
to support farmers in ad-
vancing climate solutions. 

It suggests making farms 
green-energy powerhous-
es, providing incentives for 
climate-friendly farming, 
helping innovative farmers 
mentor other farmers, re-
warding farmers who re-
duce their climate risk, and 
supporting new and young 
farmers. Their report can 
be found at www.farmers-
forclimatesolutions.ca.

The key will continue to 

be balancing sustainable 
productivity with profit-
ability. Various parts of the 
farm sector have different 
interpretations of how 
their members can make 
money while achieving or 
maintaining sustainability. 

But they need to try to 
set aside their differences, 
particularly when it comes 
to accusations that con-
ventional farming is not 
sustainable. Conventional 
farming changes all the 
time to pay attention to 
sustainability.

Consumers don’t want to 
hear about consternation 
among farmers, especially 
now. They want to know 
how everyone is pulling 
together to keep them fed. 

And that’s what the agri-
food sector needs to show 
Canadians – north, south, 
east and west.
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We are your local professionals
• Landscape Design Build

• Concrete & Interlock Driveways & Patios
• Landscape Maintenance

Call us today for a FREE estimate

519-568-1403
www.conestogacontracting.com

95 South Field Drive, Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

Specializing in 
Spruce, Cedar 

and Maple 

Come in and check 
out our selection!

Elmira

Flordale
10 minutes 

from Elmira 

7223 3rd Line 
Elmira, ON

N3B 2Z3

The Garden Gate | 2560 Floradale Rd. | 519.669.3102
Shrubs • Flowering Shrubs • Ornamentals available at:

HOME &
GARDEN

$19995
MSRP $219.95

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira  |  519.669.2884
martinselmira.com

BG 50
Gas Handheld Blower

Displacement

Power Output

Weight

27.2 cc

0.7 kW

3.6 kg (7.9 lb)

$19995
MSRP $219.95

$259 95
MSRP $289.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $30
MS 170 
GAS CHAIN SAW
30.1 CC • 1.3 KW • 3.9 KG /8.6 LB  

RECEIVE A
FREE WOOD-PRO

™

 KIT
with the purchase of any eligible STIHL Chain Saw. 
•  Woodsman® Carrying Case  •  OILOMATIC® Chain  •  STIHL Hat

Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all chain saws, power tools and accessories will remain in effect until December 4, 2020. Illustrations and descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of publication and are subject to change 
without notice. STIHL Limited is not responsible for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the final authority to set product pricing. Pricing valid at participating dealers only. See dealer for details.
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5 FORWELL ROAD
AT VICTORIA ST., N., KITCHENER

(519)745-3250
www.bfdrona.com

NEW Order online at rona.ca
and pickup at our store 

NEW

webstoneprosoils.ca

519-584-4755
1350 Jigs Hollow Rd.
West Montrose, ON

Compost –
Puts You Back

In Step
With Nature Topdress Lawn Application

Reseeding
Overseeding

100% compost, a natural soil enhancement for lawns

Benefits of Enhancing Lawns Naturally

High in Microbiology
Excellent Moisture Retention
Secures Seed to Soil Contact

Call
Today!

FALL IS THE PERFECT TIME!
Compost for Lawns, 

Experience the Difference

FIND LOCAL SOLUTIONS
USING OUR LOCAL
PROFESSIONALS

Tel: 519-699-5411     www.LetUsFloorYou.ca     1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements, ON
The Country Store with the City Stock where 
Quality and Value has been our Tradition since 1995.

CUSTOM

CLEAR-OUT

COMMERCIAL
VINYL PLANK    

/ sq. ft.

$169

WINDOW BLINDS 

 1 colour to choose from

/ sq. ft.

$259
Buy three or more and 

get free installation

SUMMER
SIZZLER

TRUCKLOAD SALE

Vintage 9 -  9”  x  56”  

3 colours in stock

COMMERCIAL
VINYL PLANK    

Zone Stock 6”  x  48”  

2 colours in stock

RESIDENTIAL
VINYL PLANK       

Peel and Stick

/ sq. ft.

$339 VINYL CLIC     

/ sq. ft.

$165

7”  x  72”

ENGINEERED
HARDWOOD     
2 to choose from

STOCK
LAMINATES        

/ sq. ft.

$349
WITH ATTACHED PAD
2 colours to choose from

BUY✓
SPECIAL / sq. ft.

$249
BUY✓
SPECIAL

Starting at

From

ON ALL CARPET REMNANTS

FREECARPET 
BINDING 
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Schneider Haus National Historic Site will reopen 
Sept. 26 with reduced operational hours and limited 
site access to enable physical distancing and in-
creased cleaning due to COVID-19. Hours of operation 
will be Saturday and Sunday, 12-4 p.m. There are two 
new exhibits. Painting with Thread: Reimagining Hand 
Embroidery and For the Birds: Upcycled Bird Palaces, 
which showcases funky and playful birdhouses. 

www.schneiderhaus.ca

Human Plus: Real Lives + Real Engineering opens 
at the Waterloo Region Museum on Sept. 25. 
The exhibit features stories from a unique field 
of engineering that not only helps people carry 
out their day-to-day routines, but also helps them 
realize lifelong dreams. It runs to Jan. 3, 2021. 

www.waterlooregionmuseum.ca 

OPEN HAUS HUMAN TECH

Accreditation 
Number: 38988

Scaring up some 
competition

ARTISTIC EXPRESSION

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Scarecrows have a long 
association with human 
agriculture, dating back to 
ancient Egypt. A less-func-
tional use in Wellesley has 
a somewhat shorter history, 
but one some residents see 
as worth preserving.

You can still see wood-
and-straw figures, often 
dressed in farmers’ cloth-
ing, out standing in their 
fields, though technological 
solutions such as noise guns 
are more frequently used to 
drive away crows and other 
birds. The tradition remains 
alive, however, through the 
likes of competitions en-
couraging residents to get 
creative with these classic 
figures.

The Wellesley Fall Fair 
has run a competition like 
this for many years, and 
while dwindling enthusi-
asm over the years made 
them consider cancelling 
the event, two residents 
brought it back to life 
and made it better than 
ever. While COVID-19 has 
cancelled this year’s fair, 
organizers of the scarecrow 
competition wanted to keep 
the fall fair spirit alive and 
are already running the 
competition for the next 
few weeks. 

It was three years ago 
when Katie Kneisel got 
involved and took over the 
competition, breathing 
new life into it with more 
categories and expansion of 
the social media presence. 
She was joined by Miranda 

Schultz, who helped her 
raise the participation rate 
and excite the community 
about the contest. 

Kneisel says scarecrows 
are part of our culture at 
risk, and she wanted to 
keep them alive through the 
spirit of this competition. 

“[This is] not only a way 
to advertise our fair, but 
the way to advertise small 
businesses as well. And just 
to kind of bring the com-
munity back to its roots, 
because this is something 
that’s been going on for 
like numbers of years – it’s 
something that my dad and 
mom actually participated 
in when they were younger. 
So, it’s just a way to adver-
tise the fair and help people 
get involved in bringing 
back an old farm tradition,” 
said Kneisel.

For thousands of years 
scarecrows have been used 
primarily by farmers to 
help protect recently sewn 
seeds and growing crops 
from birds and other an-
imals. The first recorded 
use of scarecrows was by 
the ancient Egyptians who 
needed to protect their 
wheat crops along the Nile 
river from flocks of quail. 
They would create wooded 
frames covered with nets 
and then wait in the field 
until the quail appeared, 
proceeding to scare them 
into the nets and taking the 
captured birds home. Scare-
crows then evolved with the 
Greeks who created them in 
the image of Priapus – son 
of the gods Dionysus and 
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Taking part for the sheer joy of singing
Beth Becker is looking forward to the resumption of practice sessions with the ShoutSisterChoir!, even if they are virtual. [DAMON MACLEAN]

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Singing has been proven 
to help release stress. And, 
like other forms of musical 
engagement, it stimulates 
the mind and body. Add in 
the social aspect of, say, a 
choir, and you’ve got a cap-
tivating activity, one that 
seems especially useful 
given the times.

ShoutSisterChoir! plays 
up all of those benefits, 
even forsaking auditions 
and other barriers to join-
ing – it’s all about the joy of 
singing.

Created by former Juno 
nominee Georgette Fry, 
the first chapter of SSC! 
launched in Kingston, On-
tario in 2002. Since then, 
the number of branches has 
grown to 25 throughout the 
province.

Directing both chapters 
of SSC! in the area, Beth 

Becker first got her toes wet 
at the suggestion of a friend 
who had been driving to 
Toronto weekly for that 
chapter’s practices. The 
organization’s outlook ap-
pealed to her. 

“It was always my belief 
that choir should be for ev-
erybody,” said Becker, who 
is also a music teacher with 
the Upper Grand District 
School Board. She was sold 
on the idea of starting a 
chapter when she discov-
ered that SSC! was simply 
about singing, no auditions 
required. 

The musical mix was also 
a selling feature, she adds.

“It’s incredible – we do 
a little bit of everything. 
There’s some pop, some 
rock, some Motown, and 
some blues and country. 
There’s just something that 
everybody is going to like. 
And it’s mostly uplifting 
music, some music that 

puts you in a good mood 
right away,” she said.

In researching Shout-
SisterChoir!, the first song 
she came across online 
was Mary Chapin Carpen-
ter’s 1999 track Almost 
Home. Becker took the 
motivation and began the 
Guelph branch seven years 
ago, then, two years later, 
created a Waterloo Region 
branch based out of Breslau 
Mennonite Church. 

With COVID-19 compli-
cating most things, Beck-
er’s troupes are now operat-
ing via videoconferencing. 
With practices slated to re-
turn next week, she’s been 
able to retain two-thirds of 
her class. The other third 
has not been able to attend 
due to internet and com-
puter challenges. 

“Zoom is not ideal, be-
cause you don’t have the 
people around you singing 
– you can’t hear the people 

around you. But I would say 
in these circumstances, it’s 
the next-best thing because 
it keeps them singing. It 
keeps them seeing their 
friends, their community.”

Already in fairly close 
proximity, the two area 
chapters are closer still 
given the virtual nature of 
the sessions. Guelph’s class 
is Tuesday nights from 7-9 
p.m., and Waterloo Region’s 
are Wednesdays, 1-3 p.m., 
allowing balance for people 
who work and those look-
ing to fill up their daytime 
hours.

Last year, Guelph, which 
typically runs out of St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church, had 65 members, 
and Waterloo had about 85. 
Guelph loves to sing every-
thing, but their favourite 
tune as a collective would 
be Me and Julio Down by 
the Schoolyard by Paul 
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ShoutSisterChoir! goes virtual with its groups of participants around the region

Wellesley’s annual scarecrow contest 
now underway even as pandemic forces 
cancellation of township's fall fair
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-residential

 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

Bartender required to provide our guests 
with beverages in an efficient manner, 

while maintaining a positive and 
cooperative attitude.  

Must be of legal age and have 
Smart Serve Certification.  

Previous serving experience required.

  Ability to multi-task. 

Job description and details 
available upon request.   

Bartender Required

Send resume by September 4, 2020 to
 

Royal Canadian Legion, 
P O BOX 123, Elmira, Ont. N3B 2Z5   
or elmirabranch469@gmail.com

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

Kitchen Cabinet Production Designer
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

finishes and installs high quality custom cabinetry 
and solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are 

located in the town of Drayton.

At Woodland, one of our core values is Respect. Respect 

for our team members and respect for our customers. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Production Designer
to join our team. In this position, you will be using Cabinet 
Vision software, to create detailed shop drawings, CNC files 

and production cut lists. In this position you would be 
reporting to our Engineering Manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet Building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet Install experience will be an asset
• Cabinet Vision Experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

Experience:
• Cabinet Vision: 1 year (Preferred)
• Woodworking: 1 year (Preferred)

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and growing 
company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 4

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

3 Industrial Drive, Elmira, ON N3B 2S1
sales@eldalemachine.com

PART TIME HELP WANTED
Eldale Machine and Tool and Bauman 
Manufacturing are companies that 
produce parts for the agricultural, 
horticultural and ice management 
industries. We are presently looking 
for an individual to work in our 
production facility.

Duties will vary, but will include the 
cleaning and sanitizing of equipment, 
lunchroom and machines, as well as 
the cleaning of floors using a walk 
behind floor scrubber. Various painting 
projects throughout the plant and 
managing garbage and recycling will 
also be expectations of the job.

Hours can vary to potentially work 
around school and/or children’s 
schedules. 

PLEASE DROP RESUME OFF TO 

OR SEND RESUME TO:

 PLEASE BE A SPARE CROSSING GUARD
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF  WOOLWICH

A supervised school crossing is one where an 
adult is appointed to serve as a Crossing Guard to 
help students and parents cross a street near the 
school. The Township of Woolwich has 8 
supervised school crossings.  

The dedication of our Crossing Guards is the 
backbone of our successful Crossing Guard 
program and we support them in all ways 
possible.  One way we do that is to make sure the 
Crossing Guards can take time off if needed.   We 
do this by keeping a roster of names of 
individuals who are willing to occasionally serve 
as Spare Crossing Guards to cover absences.  Our 
roster of Spare Crossing Guards has grown short 
and we are looking for more people to assit with 
the program.

We have five Crossing Guards covering three 
school crossings in Elmira, two Crossing Guards 
for the school crossing in Conestogo and one 
Crossing Guard serving in each of Breslau, St. 
Jacobs, and Maryhill.  The Township is seeking 
community-minded individuals with flexible 
schedules to work periodically during the school 
year. Ideal candidates are at least 18 years old, 
able to work in all types of weather conditions, 
with access to transportation. It is essential that 
candidates enjoy working with children.  Previous 
experience working with students is an asset but 
not required.

As a Spare Crossing Guard, you can choose when 
and where you work.  If called upon, you may 
accept or decline an offered shift.  Each shift 
accepted by a Spare Crossing Guard involves a 
30-minute duty time either before or after school. 
Mileage is paid when the crossing is not local to 
you and all training and equipment is provided. A 
police background check is a condition of 
employment to ensure student safety.

If you are interested or want more information, 
please call Enforcement Services at 

519-669-6009 or email kfahey@woolwich.ca.  
Please help us keep our Crossing Guard Program 

strong by serving as a Spare Crossing Guard.

HELP WANTEDIN PRINT. 
IN DEPTH. 
ONLINE.

HELP WANTED

Part-Time Dental Assistant

Part-time Level II dental assistant 
for established Elmira office. 
No evenings or weekends. 
We are looking for a conscientious 
person with a calm, reassuring 
chairside manner. 

Please forward a resume  
info@wyattstreetdental.ca

HELP WANTED FOR SALE

BUDDY TAIL GATE 
LOADING RAMP, FITS 
an F150 Ford pickup. 
$325. Call 519-669-3620.

COMFEE PORTABLE 
AIR CONDITIONER. 
6000 btu, with remote, 
almost new. $125. Call 
519-669-5253.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND 
LAWN SEED - CALL 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35.  
519-635-8737.

AUCTIONS

LIVE AUCTION  SALE 
OF COMPACT TRAC-
tor, Pontiac Bonneville, 
woodworking tools, 
shop tools, riding mower, 
household goods & mis-
cellaneous items, to be 
held at 8037 Wellington 
Rd. 7, Mapleton Twp. (2 
miles north of Drayton, or 
3 miles West of Parker), 
for Ed and Gladys Diefen-
bacher, on Saturday, 
September 12th @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451 or 
698-0138

LIVE AUCTION SALE 
OF MF COMPACT 
tractor, riding lawn trac-
tors, trailers, tools and 
miscellaneous items, 
to be held at 52 Peel St. 
East (County Rd. 17), in 
Alma, for Paul and Pearl 
Gibson, on Saturday, 
Sept 19th @ 10:00 a.m. 

(rescheduled from March 
28th) Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451 or 
698-0138.

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking,  
519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

CORN SILAGE AND HM 
CORN FOR SALE IN 
field. Also 2019 crop hm 
corn @ 31% moisture in 
silo. 519-465-8185.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

FARM SERVICES

SEED WHEAT AND FER-
TILIZER COMPETITIVE 
pricing. Rye seed, winter 
barley. Hard red wheat, 
Gallus. Soft red wheats 
Branson, Measure, Mark-
er, Emperor and more. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

BUYING OLD GOLD, SIL-
VER COINS. ALSO 
scrap gold, dental, bro-
ken rings or chains. Jew-
ellery, diamonds, vintage 
wrist & pocket watches. 
Highest prices paid. Call 
Elmira 519-242-6900 or 
gallamore@golden.net. 
Have a mask will travel. 
Confidential!

AUCTIONS AND 
WORD ADS 
CONTINUE ON 
PAGE 19
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

YOUR BUSINESS  

HERE EVERY WEEK  

DELIVERED TO HOMES 

IN WOOLWICH,  

WELLESLEY &  

WATERLOO.

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

We support our
Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

five and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt from the 
Face Covering By-law. It’s important to show kindness to those who are unable to 
wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400 or find out more at  
regionofwaterloo.ca/MaskBylaw. 

Local Business Resources
Local businesses are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in 
Woolwich Township. See who’s hiring on-line today!

In response to COVID-19, the Township’s economic development focus has 
shifted to:

• helping local businesses access Federal and Provincial financial aids;

• encouraging locals to support local businesses; and

• monitoring the economic impact to support Council decisions.

If you are a food establishment, ask us how you can open or expand patio space. 

For more information or for assistance accessing resources, contact the Township 
at 519-669-1647 and ask to speak with the Economic Development & Tourism 
Officer or contact EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
As the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve; the status of facilities and 
services may change. For current information, please see the Woolwich Township 
website at Woolwich.ca or call us at 519-669-1647. For health information, 
please contact: 

• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400

• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000

Township Office
The Township Office is open for select services. Residents are encouraged to 
continue to use online or phone where possible or to book appointments with 
staff in advance. 

Fitness - Woolwich Memorial Centre
The Woolwich Memorial Centre is offering limited fitness classes 
and fitness centre access on a pre-registered or drop in, first come, 
first served basis. Participants should expect a different experience 
as staff ensure that Public health protocols for screening, physical 
distancing and hygiene can be maintained. For more information see:   
www.woolwich.ca/fitness

Pool – Woolwich Memorial Centre
Preparations are underway to open the WMC pool for limited programming 
beginning Tuesday September 8th.  Help our staff to best meet your needs by 
filling out our survey at: https://forms.woolwich.ca/Reopening-Survey/WMC-
Pool-Reopening-Poll

Splash Pad
The Elmira Splash Pad is open 11 am – 7 pm daily (weather permitting). 
Residents will be able to access and enjoy the Splash Pad on a “first come first 
serve” basis for a period of 45 minutes, by donation. The splash pad will close 
for the season on September 7th at 7:00 pm.

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage
Please join us on our webpage: Woolwich.ca/StayActive for activities. 

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all open air burning within the Township. Whether 
you are having a small backyard fire or clearing your property of brush, a 
permit is required. You can apply for a permit at Woolwich.ca or by calling  
519-669-6022 during COVID-19.

Council Meetings
While Council Chambers is closed to the public, Council will meet remotely 
following their regular schedule. You can still participate in meetings while 
Council chambers are closed to the public: 

• Watch the meeting on YouTube.com (search for “Woolwich Township”) –
registration not required

• Submit a comment in writing

• Register to make a delegation, attend a public meeting or listen to the 
meeting online or by toll-free phone

For help participating in a remote Council meeting and alternative participation 
options, contact the Council/Committee Facilitator at 519-669-6004.

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are now required in Waterloo Region on transit and in all enclosed 
public places – including grocery stores, retail and places of worship. Children under 

Township of Woolwich
 Public Notice

Procedural By-law Amendment
The Council of the Township of Woolwich will be considering an amended 
Procedural By-law at the Committee of the Whole Meeting on Tuesday, September 
15, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. This meeting will be held virtually and livestreamed to 
YouTube. A copy of the draft By-law may be viewed in the Council Agenda package 
to be posted on the Township’s website on the Friday before the meeting. 

For more information call 519-669-6021 or email kschlueter@woolwich.ca

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Technical Advisory Group (TAG) 
Thursday, September 10, 2020

6:30 p.m. Public Meeting
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the 
Township offices will not be permitted. Below is information on how you can 
participate in the meeting. You may also contact the Support Specialist by 
sending an email to lschaefer@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-1647, ext. 
6112 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view the meeting 
by REGISTERING with the Support Specialist on or before 12 noon on Tuesday, 
September 8th. To register please email lschaefer@woolwich.ca or phone 519-
669-1647, ext. 6112.  Once you are registered the Support Specialist will forward 
information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or toll-
free conference call number). 
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CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

Serene country location surrounded by 
trees. Located between Alma & Salem. 
Practical layout w/2 bdrms on the main 
flr. Dining area & LR w/hardwood. LR 
has doors to composite deck & interlock 
patio. Updated bathrm, main flr laundry, 
enclosed porch at rear. Rec room, two 
bdrms, updated 3 pce and large utility 
room downstairs. Heated garage. Gen-
erator hook-up. MLS $699,000.00

6892 First Line W., Elora

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

$949,000$949,000
Elmira - A piece of Paradise!!! This Impressive 6 bedroom, 4 bathroom 
home is tucked away on a quiet cul-de-sac in the peaceful town of Elmira. 
The main floor is open concept with a newer kitchen, laundry, full 
bathroom, main floor master bedroom with walk-in closet and full ensuite 
bathroom. A few steps up will lead you to an addition above the garage 
with two bedrooms and a full bathroom. The finished basement is 
equipped with two bedrooms, a full bathroom, a wet bar, wood burning 
fireplace and a walk-up access leading to the resort-like back yard. In-law 
potential!!! Loads of parking in your oversized double garage and 
driveway. Enjoy your summer days entertaining on your two tier deck 
overlooking sprawling gardens, gazebos, grass to play and your own extra 
large heated in-ground pool. You won't want to miss out on this one!!!

$599,900$599,900
Elmira - This one of a kind home has been been extensively renovated including 
a large addition with quality finishes throughout. The Olympia Kitchen has loads 
of cabinet space as well as granite countertops and an island. With 4 bedrooms, 
including the walk up finished attic and 4 bathrooms, there is tons of space for 
your large family or even 2 families to live together. The addition done in 2016 
includes a main floor master bedroom with ensuite bath, main floor laundry as 
well as a second set of washer and dryer on the 2nd floor, upper kitchen and 
family room as well as a stunning 6 piece bathroom. Engineered hard wood & tile 
floors with LED lighting throughout the whole house. All plumbing and electrical 
updated. Two Furnaces and air conditioning units. Walk out to the rear deck to 
enjoy your private back yard that extends well beyond the trellis in the trees. 
Note: This is a single family dwelling and being sold as one. Do not miss out!

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

SELLING? 
CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

SOLD$525,000$525,000
Elmira - We invite you to come and see this impressive Elmira 
semi-detached home. The curb appeal alone will entice you to see 
more. Move in ready and in immaculate condition, this open concept, 3 
bedroom, 3 bathroom home is waiting for you. Just seconds to the new 
Riverside Public School, and minutes to high school, arena and 
downtown. Use your creative talents to finish the basement as you 
wish. Basement has bathroom rough-in. Some extra features and 
upgrades include, tankless water heater, 200 amp service, large 
kitchen with a walk in pantry. Don’t wait, call today!

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGElmira - Watch the 
sunset while splashing in 
your pool!!!  If you’re 
looking for character and 
charm you will find it 
here with stained glass 
windows, exposed brick, 
original trim and casing, 
pocket doors and hidden 
storage nooks with 
original hardware. With 
4 bedrooms, one being 
great for an office or 
nursery and an 
unfinished walk-up attic, 
this home is the perfect 
size for a growing family. 
The finished basement 
includes a small 
rec-room, a bonus room $525,000$525,000

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

and storage areas.  Sitting on the edge of town, you will enjoy peaceful 
views of open fields giving privacy to enjoy your above ground pool with 
solar heat.  Furnace and A/C 2014, Roof Shingles 2019, Appliances 
included, Parking for 6+, updated windows.

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

 Farm | $2.25 Million
102 acres close to Listowel. 83 workable organic acres, 17 acre bush lot, and a 
3 +1 bedroom ICF constructed home (2009), all on a paved road. Also 2 Coverall 
buildings. MLS. Call Dale Direct. 

Birdland Elmira | $699,000
Desirable location. Great yard, spacious 4 
level backsplit, balcony deck off                                                         
Master, seasonal sunroom, double 
attached, lots of parking, flexible closing. 
Lots of storage, sauna, and room for an 
office to work from home. Additional 
parking at side for trailer. MLS Call Dale. 

Elmira | $489,000
All brick 3 bedroom steps to the downtown. Parking at the side and at the rear. 
Great opportunity.  MLS Call Dale

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Perfect starter home -- 2 bedroom 
bungalow on a large 70 x 150 � mature 
treed lot, single car garage, long driveway, 
perfect for summer get-togethers.  
With almost 1200 sq �., the main floor 
offers a kitchen, living room, 4 pc bath, 
laundry room, and 2 Bedrooms.   A Finished 

$405,000 

recrea�on room in the basement and s�ll plenty of room for you to finish with 
your own personal touches. Metal roof on main house, asphalt on garage 
area.  All set in the Quiet village of Milverton.  MLS# 30827285

65 MILL ST. E., MILVERTON

Private Sale  9 South St. W. Elmira

Don't miss the opportunity to 
purchase this gem.
An older home in a mature neigh-
borhood with lots of potential. 
Lot size is 61' x 141'.
3 bedrooms, one and a half baths, 
5 sliding pocket doors, 4 staircas-
es. Shed/workshop in backyard. 
Lots of potential. Central location 
with great neighbours

For more information call Janet 705-863-3008.

$495,000
Aphrodite – who was said 

to be ugly enough to scare 
birds and ensure a good 
harvest. 

From there the use of 
humanoid like scarecrows 
evolved and spread across 
the land, making it to 
many different continents 
and cultures. The modern 
scarecrow known by many 
is simply a figure made 
of straw and other items, 
dressed often in farmers 
clothing to simulate a per-
son in the field as a way to 
ward off animals. 

Since she took over the 
Wellesley competition, 
Kneisel has seen a growing 
number of participants. 
While the pandemic has 
seen numbers fall from last 
year, she says response re-
mains great considering all 
that is going on. 

For those who want to 

 � SCARECROWS: A new twist on a very ancient part of our farming heritage

participate, Kneisel says 
they can be lenient for any 
late entrants. Those who 
want to take part must 
submit themselves under 
one of the new categories – 
which include best fall fair 
scene, best Disney lookalike 

and such – and create their 
masterpiece to display 
proudly. Once scarecrows 
are completed they are add-
ed to a map so residents can 
go and visit them.

Kneisel stresses that 
organizers take safety seri-

ously and do not post spe-
cific addresses and names, 
opting to list only the street 
and number of scarecrows 
that can be seen there. 

To see the scarecrow 
map, visit the Wellesley Fall 
Fair Facebook page. 

FROM 14

Miranda Schultz is one of the organizers who helped revive the traditional scarecrow contest. [DAMON MACLEAN]

BUYING  
OR SELLING 

REAL ESTATE?
 YOU'RE IN THE  
RIGHT PLACE.

100% LOCAL
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Martin, Doreen
Passed away peacefully at Grand River 
Hospital, Kitchener on Thursday, 
August 27, 2020 at the age of 
35. Doreen was the daughter of 
Murray and Lucinda Martin of RR 
2, Wallenstein. Sister of Miriam and 
David Weber of RR 1, Mount Forest, 
Clare and Colleen of RR 2, Wallenstein, 
David and Elaine of RR 2, Wallenstein, 
Rita and Marlin Martin of RR 1, 
Dundalk, Maynard and Marlene of 
RR 2, Wallenstein. Also survived by 
many nieces, nephews and cousins. 
Predeceased by one sister and three 
brothers all in infancy. Doreen was 
a teacher for many years at Winfield 
School, Mapleton Township and 
will be fondly remembered by her 
school family. Visitation was held on 
Saturday, August 29, 2020 from 1-4 
and 6-8 p.m. and Sunday, August 30, 
2020 from 1-5 p.m. at the family home, 
RR 2, Wallenstein. A family service was 
held at 9 a.m. on Monday, August 31, 
2020 at the family home then to Olivet 
Mennonite Meeting House for burial 
and service. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

 

 
A Continuing Tradition Of Trust & Reassurance 

Christopher W. Franklin  
Funeral Director  

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Norris, Bill Sr. 
May the winds of love blow softly,

And whisper so that you may hear, 

We will always love and miss you,

And wish that you were here.

In loving memory of a dear father, 

grandfather and great grandfather, 

who passed away September 3, 1986.

Loved and Remembered... 
Bill and Ruth Norris 

and families

IN MEMORIAM OBITUARY
LIVE AUCTION SALE

Of
MF compact tractor, riding lawn tractors, 
trailers, tools and miscellaneous items,  

to be held at 
52 Peel St. East (County Rd. 17), in Alma,  

for Paul and Pearl Gibson,
On 

SATURDAY, SEPT 19TH @ 10:00 A.M.  
(RESCHEDULED FROM MARCH 28TH)

TRACTORS:  MF 1529 diesel compact tractor 
with L100 loader, bucket, pallet fork, 4wd, 
hydrostatic, 1 owner, 142 hours, excellent. 
MF 14 riding lawn tractor, hydrostatic, 4sp. 
transmission, mower deck, duals to sell 
separately. 1974 JD 140 riding lawn tractor 
(10 hours on rebuilt engine). JD 300 riding 
lawn tractor with mower deck, hydrostatic, 
3ph. JD 111 riding lawn tractor, mower deck, 
hydrostatic. Yard Machine 13.5hp riding 
lawn tractor with mower deck.  1970’s Wheel 
Horse C-120 riding lawn tractor, mower deck, 
8 speed. Columbia riding lawn tractor, 15hp 
Koehler engine, hydrostatic. Yard Pro riding 
lawn tractor, 14hp.  
NOTE – All tractors are in good running order.
TOOLS & RELATED:  King KC1236 metal 
lathe, 12 X 36in., with accessories, good 
condition. Canox wire feed welder.  Lincoln 
AC-225 welder.  Trademaster metal band saw.  
Acetylene torch and tank. Bench grinder.  
Drill press. Small wood lathe. Wood turning 
chisels.  Welding table with heavy vise.  Hyd. 
floor jacks.  Rolling tool chest. Assorted hand 
tools. Socket & wrench sets. Air tools. King 
120 gal. air compressor. Various work tables.  
Few old antique tools, etc.          
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: 38ft. trailer for 
storage (to be removed). 15ft. storage box 
(to be removed). Triton 8ft. alum. trailer with 
tail gate & ramps. White 13hp, 33in. snow 
blower, power steering, good. Kodiak 3000 
psi gas pressure washer c/w Honda 11hp 
engine. Custom built 6ft. tandem trailer, hand 
hyd. dump, good. Heavy “A” frame (to be 
removed). Front mount blade (fits JD 140 & 
300).  3ft. pull type lawn roller, good. Precision 
Pro lawn tedder. Pull type aerator. 8ft. 
wooden flat rack wagon, good. 3ph weight.  
6ft. 3ph scraper blade. 4ft. 3ph scraper blade, 
3ph diamond harrow & single furrow plow 
(lawn tractor attachments). 16hp gas engine.  
Propane construction heater. Trailer ramps.  
100ft. new nylon rope.  Load binders & chains. 
Assorted hardware & parts. Pacific Coast 
“Chopper” bicycle (ridden once). Few Husky 
and other old snowmobile parts. Welding 
steel. Office chairs, desks, filing cabinets, 
etc. Early fire extinguisher & Coleman heater. 
Few old service manuals. Scrap metal, plus a 
wagonload of related items.
NOTE - No reserves. See www.
gerberauctions.net for photos. Proprietors 
and auctioneers not responsible for 
accidents day of sale. Lunch booth.  
TERMS – Cash, debit, major credit cards 
(3% charge) or cheque with I.D. 
SALE ORDER – wagonloads, balance of 
tools & miscellaneous items, tractors with 
accessories.  
COVID NOTE – Where possible, one 
member per family and interested buyers 
only. Use proper social distancing practice 
at all times. Face masks required as per 
County policy. If you are feeling unwell, 
please refrain from attending.   
PROPRIETORS – Paul and Pearl Gibson 
519-846-8074

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION

IN PRINT. 
IN DEPTH. 
ONLINE.

Tuckett, Debra (Debbie) 
(nee King, Sweeney)

Passed away unexpectedly after a brief 
2 week battle with cancer on August 
30, 2020 in Kitchener, Ontario at the 
age of 69.

Preceded in death by her mother Julia 
King (nee Gresko), her father Donald 
King, and James Tuckett.

Loving mother to Jason (Shannon) 
and Derek (Rachel).

Cherished Gramma to Madison, 
Isabella, Rayne, Mackenzie and Piper.  

Dearly loved sister to Jan (Ed) McKaig, 
Donna Escallier and Lori Houchin.

Dear Aunt to Matt (Michelle), Mark 
(Tonya), Christy (Paul), Cori (Edi), Paul 
and Eric.  All of Debbie’s family is in 
Indiana, USA where she was born.

She will be deeply missed by her best 
friend Althea, and many other close 
friends.

Debra lived for her grandchildren 
and loved any time spent with them. 
Including many sleepovers, movie 
dates and craft times. You would 
always see her cheering from the 
sidelines of Karate events and soccer 
games too. She was always second 
because she put everyone else first. 
She will be deeply missed by all.

Arrangements entrusted to the Henry 
Walser Funeral Home, 519-749-8467. 
Private cremation has taken place. A 
celebration of life will be held at a later 
date.

As expressions of sympathy donations 
to the Canadian Cancer Society or the 
WWF (World Wildlife Fund) would 
be appreciated (cards available at the 
funeral home).

Visit www.henrywalser.com for Debra’s memorial. 

OBITUARY

AUTOMOTIVE

2012 CHEVROLET 
EQUINOX LT AWD. CER-
tified. 286077 km. Very 
good condition. Well 
maintained, regular oil 
changes. Fuel efficient 
2.4L 4 cylinder engine. 
Black with chrome 
package. Loaded with 
options including - leath-
er heated seats, cruise 
control, traction control, 
fog lights, rear camera, 
back up assist, tire pres-
sure monitoring system. 
Power windows, locks, 
mirrors, sunroof, driv-
er's seat and liftgate. 
Trailer hitch with wiring 
harness. Winter tires (1 
season) and rims includ-
ed. Asking $6500. Call 
519-503-9108.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

CUSTOM APPLE 
PRESSING & JUICE 
Sales by appointment. 
Order early for best 
availability. Cedar Ridge 
Pressing, 3175 North-
field Dr., 519-669-3541, 
Elmira.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

KARATE! IN-PERSON & 
VIRTUAL CLASSES 
AVAILABLE SCH-
WEITZER'S MARTIAL 
ARTS Self-defense, 
Self-discipline, Self-confi-
dence. GROUP CLASSES 
FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT 
Taught by Renshi Becky 
Schweitzer, 4th Degree 
Black Belt and World 
Karate Champion. Loca-
tion Heidelberg Com-
munity Centre - 2915 
Lobsinger Line, Heidel-
berg. Our Fall 10 week 
session $110+HST. Call 
519-580-1418 or e-mail 
becky_schweitzer@hot-
mail.com

GARAGE SALES

LARGE GARAGE SALE 
ASSORTMENT OF 
household items, books, 
lawn chairs and more! 
Sat. Sept. 5th, 50 Anna 
St., Elmira. 8 a.m.

MOVING SALE 
HAWKESVILLE, 3045 
Broadway. Sat. Sept 5th, 
9 a.m. Pool table, desks, 
single beds, lamps, 
clock, lawn edger and 
more. Covid 19 guide-
lines apply.

YARD SALE - MISSION-
ARY FUNDRAISER. 
Good variety of items 
including furniture. Covid 
19 precautions apply. 
Rain or shine! Fri. Sept 
4th 3-8 p.m., Sat. Sept 
5th 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. 13 
Eldale Rd. Elmira.

WORD ADS 
CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 15

THE PARTY MIGHT BE CANCELLED 
BUT THE NOTICE DOESN'T NEED TO BE. 
CELEBRATE YOUR MILESTONES IN THE OBSERVER!
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Kitchener Waterloo Community Foundation 
(KWCF) is offering eligible social purpose organiza-
tions that are working to do more good in Waterloo 
Region, Guelph, Stratford, Perth South and Centre 
Wellington the opportunity to access non-repayable 
capital through the Investment Readiness Program 
(IRP). Social enterprise is creating meaningful jobs, 
advancing new revenue possibilities and addressing 
social challenges to build back better after COVID-19. 

www.kwcf.ca

The Food Bank of Waterloo Region’s Full Bellies, 
Happy Hearts challenge more than doubled its goals 
of raising half a million meals to ensure nobody goes 
hungry during the COVID-19 crisis, reaching a re-
cord-breaking 1,108,475 meals. The agency notes that 
34,500 people have struggled to put food on the table.  

www.thefoodbank.ca

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet our Team
Do you ever wonder who is behind the scenes working? 

Or what your service advisor hobbies are. This is your 
opportunity to get to know us! 

The next few weeks we will introduce each team member 
to you. What position they work and some fun facts about 
them that you may not know.

Stay Tuned! 

DOING GOOD UP TO THE CHALLENGE

Caitlin Livingston was crowned Wellesley Fall Fair ambassador on Monday. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Caitlin Livingston accepts the crown from Leah Sebben this week

No fair this year, but 
Wellesley has its ambassador

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

The event itself won’t be 
offered up this fall, but 
Wellesley does have a fair 
ambassador. As with so 
many things this year, 
even the process of se-
lecting a representative 
was altered in the face of 
coronavirus-related ad-
justments.

Caitlin Livingston, a 
runner-up in the 2019 
contest, will serve as am-
bassador for the next year. 
She formally received the 
crown from reigning am-
bassador Leah Sebben in a 
special ceremony held on 
Monday.

The Wellesley Township 
Fall Fair’s ambassador 
committee opted to let 
Sebben and the two run-
ners-up from 2019 come 
up with an alternative to 
the usual process for se-
lecting a representative. 
As Mya Leggo will be at-
tending school in Toronto, 
they decided Livingston 
would wear the sash, as-
suming such duties as the 
post-lockdown situation 
allows. 

With social distancing 
measures still in place 
and the fall fair cancelled, 
the committee decided to 
host a small crowning cer-
emony to give Livingston 
a glimpse of what she’ll be 
missing at the fair.

Outside of the fall fair, 
there are plenty of activ-
ities to keep the ambas-
sador busy, said Sebben, 
whose own reign was 
altered significantly due to AMBASSADOR | 22

SHE REPRESENTS

I was sitting outside last 
evening and lo and 
behold I had to put on 

a sweater. A sweater! Yes, 
as we flip the calendar over 
to September it suddenly is 
getting cooler and thoughts 
of fall are on our minds.

One weekend I had the 
opportunity to cook for 
a dancing workshop in 
which the organizers were 
vegetarians so therefore all 
of the meals had to be pre-
pared accordingly.

I do like to eat bacon dai-
ly if possible, but set about 
this task to the best of my 
ability.

The ultimate compli-
ment I had was a guest 
asking if I was a vegetarian 
– I guess the vegetarian 
cuisine was so good that I 
must have been!

That being said, we’re  
going to put together an 
amazing vegetarian dish 
using some late-summer/
early-fall ingredients such 
as acorn squash.

One could prepare this 
with other squash but a 
half acorn is the perfect 
shape and portion size for 
one person, and already 
has a hole in the middle 
ready to fill with whatever 
your heart desires.

For this dish, we’re going 
to use an “ancient grain” 
call farro.

Ancient does not mean 
that it has been sitting 
around in the cupboard for 
ages, but that it has actu-
ally been cultivated since 
around 5,000BC – wow, 
that’s a long time ago!

It is a type of hulled 
wheat, meaning that it can-
not be threshed.

One type used a lot in 

Making a switch to 
fall fare, in this case 

acorn squash

Italian cuisine is called 
“spelt” which is spelled 
S-P-E-L-T and is what we’re 
using for this recipe.

Try using smaller to 
medium-sized squash that 
are nicely shaped for the 
presentation. If you find 
they are a little tippy then 
instead of trying to hold 
them upright with your 
hands while in the oven, 
simply trim a little off the 
bottom to even them out.

Farro and Cherry-
stuffed Acorn 
Squash

4 acorn squash (about 
1 lb/450 g each), halved 
lengthwise and seeded
1/4 cup olive oil
1 tsp. roasted garlic
1 lb Italian farro precooked 
spelt 
2L water
1/2 cup dried Montmorency 
cherries, whole
1 stalk celery, finely chopped
1 onion, finely chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced
1/4 cup unsalted natural 
walnuts, chopped 
1/4 cup Parmesan
1 Tbsp. chopped fresh sage
Salt & pepper to taste

1. Preheat oven to 450°F . 
Arrange squash, cut sides up, 
on parchment paper-lined large 

CHEF'S TABLE | 23

COVID-19.
“There’s a lot of things 

that you don’t expect until 
you experience some for 
yourself. So, like the OAAS 
(Ontario Association of Ag-
ricultural Societies) con-
vention, you just meet a 
lot of people. There’s a lot 
going on there all the time. 
It’s really fun, but you just 
don’t know what you’re 
getting into until you’ve 

actually experienced it.”
Along with township 

duties, the ambassador 
also represents the Welles-
ley-North Easthope Agri-
cultural Society at the likes 
of the Canadian National 
Exhibition and other 
events arranged by OAAS.

While some fall fair or-
ganizers in other locales 
have opted to have their 
2019 ambassadors stay on, 

Sebben’s schedule has be-
come increasingly busy, so 
she decided she couldn’t 
carry on in the role.

“Enjoy it while you can,” 
she advised Livingston, 
“because your time actu-
ally does fly by. I’m not 
sure why this year felt a 
lot faster than most of my 
life, but especially when 
you’re trapped inside you 

CHEF DUFF 
CHEF'S TABLE 
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Join Us Online
Every Sunday

9:15 & 11:00 AM

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Holiday Weekend

Worship: 9:30am

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.

Mennonite Church Canada 
on-line service

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 
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Woolwich Residents Support Fund: 
Responding to financial needs due 
to COVID-19

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich 
Township Council. 
The WRSF will initially address the anticipat-
ed unprecedented needs that many Woolwich 
residents will experience due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  However, the WRSF will contin-
ue to address ongoing needs experienced by 
Woolwich residents long after the pandemic 
has ended.   
In general, the fund will provide one-time fi-
nancial support to an applicant. However, we 
realize that no two cases are the same. Unique 
situations may require further support that 
otherwise would not be accessible for the on-
going needs of the individual. 
Prior to an applicant drawing from the WRSF, 
the Fund Review Committee will access other 
community services and funds that may be 
able to support and/or provide for the individ-
ual.
While eligibility practices and an application 
process are in place, it should be noted that 
in unique, complex, crisis and acute circum-
stances funds may be provided at the discre-
tion of the Fund Review Committee, assuming 
the core criteria of the fund are met.
“What a great example of the barn-raising 
spirit that has always existed in Woolwich,” 
said Mayor Shantz about the Fund during her 
video announcement on what would have 
been the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival day. 

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.      Community Care Concepts of Wool-

wich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.     Woolwich Community Services
3.   Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  Woolwich Community 
Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, Woolwich 
Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, Com-
munity Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.

Additional information:

Use your grill to 
make fried chicken 
without the frying

Fried chicken is a 
year-round treat, 
but heating quarts of 

oil on your stovetop on a 
hot, late-summer day isn't 
the most appealing prop-
osition. For the crunch of 
fried chicken without the 
frying, we suggest taking it 
outside.

We focused on wings for 
this recipe because their 
small size makes it easy 
to get flavor all the way 
through to the meat, and 
the high coating-to-meat 
ratio means more crunch 
per bite. And we weren't 
willing to sacrifice either of 
those things on the grill. We 
found a few existing recipes 
for grill-frying wings and 
were disappointed by each 
one. We wanted deeply 
seasoned flavor and a thin, 
crispy coating.

The path to perfection 
started with brining the 
wings so they would stay 
moist on the grill, then 
putting together a heavily 
seasoned flour coating. We 
firmly pressed the coating 
onto the chicken and then 
put the wings in the fridge 
to rest before firing up the 
grill.

We knew that the wing 
pieces, although small, 
would take some time on 
the grill in order to render 
the excess fat in the skin. 
So we banked our coals on 
one side of the grill (or, for 
a gas grill, left the primary 
burner on high and turned 
the others burners off) and 
used a two-step cooking 
process: We put the chicken 
on the cooler side of the 
grill to cook until the coat-
ing was dry and set, about 
30 minutes. Then, to get 
the fried texture we were 
looking for, we brushed the 
wings with a mere 3 table-
spoons of oil and let them 
continue to cook until they 
were golden brown, which 

took another 30 minutes.
Grill-fried chicken 

sounds like an oxymoron, 
but with this recipe, it's 
possible to make great 
fried chicken without deep 
frying. Try it his holiday 
weekend.

Grill-Fried 
Chicken Wings 
Serves 4 to 6

Salt and pepper
1/4 cup sugar
3 pounds chicken wings, cut 
at joints, wingtips discarded
2 cups all-purpose flour
1 tablespoon granulated 
garlic
2 teaspoons paprika
1/2 teaspoon cayenne 
pepper
3 tablespoons vegetable oil 

1. Dissolve 1/4 cup salt and sug-
ar in 2 quarts cold water in large 
container. Add chicken and 
refrigerate, covered, for at least 
1 hour or up to 3 hours.

2. Set a wire rack in a rimmed 
baking sheet. Whisk flour, gran-
ulated garlic, paprika, cayenne, 
1 tablespoon pepper and 1 
teaspoon salt together in large 
bowl. Remove chicken from 
the brine. Working in batches 
of four, dredge chicken pieces 
in the flour mixture, pressing 
to adhere. Place chicken on 
the prepared rack. Refrigerate 
chicken, uncovered, for at least 
30 minutes or up to 2 hours.

3. FOR A CHARCOAL GRILL: 
Open the bottom vent com-

ON THE MENU
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Spotlight on supplements:  
alpha-lipoic acid

Lipoic acid, often called 
alpha- or a-lipoic acid 
(ALA), is a naturally oc-
curring compound that 
is synthesized by plants, 
animals, and humans. It 
is also available as a di-
etary supplement. But, 
do you need it and how 
much should you take? 
EN reviews the research 
on this compound to 
help you learn more.

Overview
ALA is primarily found 

in red and organ meat, 
yeast, and in some fruits 
and vegetables including 
spinach, broccoli and 
tomatoes. Although the 
human body can synthe-
size ALA in low amounts, 
it is mainly obtained from 
the diet to meet cellular 
requirements. There is 
interest in ALA as a sup-
plement or food additive 
for its necessary role in 
many cellular and chem-

ical functions. ALA has 
both antioxidant and an-
ti-inflammatory properties 
that may provide benefits 
to a variety of conditions 
including metabolic or 
degenerative disorders.

Evidence
Since the antioxidant 

properties of ALA were 
discovered in the 1950s, 
several clinical trials ex-
amined the effect of in-
travenous or oral ALA on 
symptom relief for certain 
conditions. Small random-
ized controlled studies 
found that high-doses of 
ALA may improve mea-
sures of glucose utilization 

in subjects with metabol-
ic disorders. Although 
more long-term studies 
are needed, there is also 
emerging evidence in peo-
ple with diabetic periph-
eral neuropathy showing 
reductions in pain and 
improvements in nerve 
function tests.

ALA may also have 
weight management bene-
fits for people with a high 
body mass index. While 
there is no set optimal dos-
age for ALA supplemen-
tation, evidence suggests 
that adults over the age 
of 50 may consider daily 
supplementation of 200-
400 milligrams. To help 
the body absorb ALA, it is 
recommended that ALA 
should be consumed on an 
empty stomach (at least 
30 minutes before eating 
or at least two hours after 
eating).

Safety and side effects
ALA supplementation 

HEALTH MATTERS
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baking sheet. Brush cut sides 
with 3 Tbsp. oil and sprinkle 
with garlic seasoning, dividing 
evenly. Bake until tender and 
golden brown, 25 to 30 min-
utes. Remove from oven; cover 
loosely with foil to keep warm. 

2. Meanwhile, bring water to a 
boil in large saucepan. Stir in 
farro; return to a boil. Reduce 
heat to medium-high; cook 10 
minutes, adding cherries in last 
5 minutes of cook time. Drain. 
Set aside. 

3. Heat remaining 1 Tbsp. oil in 
large nonstick skillet over medi-
um heat. Add celery and onion; 
cook, stirring occasionally, until 
softened, 8 to 10 minutes. Add 

garlic, walnuts and sage; cook, 
stirring often, until fragrant, 1 to 
2 minutes. Stir in salt, pepper 
and farro mixture until well 
combined. 

4. Spoon farro mixture into 
squash halves, dividing evenly 
and mounding in centers. 
Sprinkle with cheese, dividing 
evenly. Bake in 450°F oven until 
heated through and cheese is 
golden, 3 to 5 minutes. 

Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of 
“Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just 
outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts 
private events, banquets, team 
building and cooking classes and 
also run breakfast and lunch in 
the café from Wed. – Sat; info@
chefduff.ca.

 � CHEF'S TABLE: Going with seasonal 
options as it starts to feel like autumn

FROM 20

is considered relatively 
safe at recommended dos-
es. The most frequently 
reported side effects at 
higher doses (1800-2400 
mg/day) are allergic skin 
reactions and nausea. Data 
suggest that symptoms are 
dose-dependent. Toxicity 
may occur in people with 
vitamin B1 (thiamin) defi-
ciency. There is a potential 
risk of hypoglycemia in 
people with diabetes using 
insulin or oral anti-diabet-
ic agents. The Mayo Clinic 
recommends not using 
ALA if you are a heavy user 
of alcohol. Use in pregnant 
or lactating women is not 
recommended. Please con-
sult with your healthcare 
provider before starting a 
new diet or supplement.

Reprinted with permission from 
Environmental Nutrition, a 
monthly publication of Belvoir 
Media Group, LLC. 800-829-5384. 
www.EnvironmentalNutrition.
com.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH PLANNING TABLE

Selected ambassador last fall, Leah Sebben passed the crown to Caitlin Living-
ston in a special ceremony Monday. [DAMON MACLEAN]

The kids aren’t alright, show 
preliminary data from regional group

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Survey results released 
this week by the Children 
and Youth Planning Table 
(CYPT) of Waterloo Region 
paint a picture of lower 
overall wellbeing among 
those between the ages of 
9 and 18.

The first of its kind in 
the country, the survey 
was launched a couple of 
months ago to discover 
what young people see as 
important in their lives, 
the better to prepare fu-
ture programming aimed 
at that demographic.

More than 300 partici-
pants responded to ques-
tions covering nine focus 
areas of wellbeing. The 
data can now provide a 
firsthand account of how 
youth in Waterloo Region 
are doing.

CYPT this week released 
two briefs of prelimi-
nary data, sharing their 
findings with partner or-
ganizations and the com-
munity. The group chose 
to release information 
on each of the nine focus 
areas – with health being 

broken up into two parts 
– to showcase all informa-
tion with as much detail as 
possible. 

Alison Pearson, the or-
ganization’s manager of 
community engagement 
and planning, says the 
survey and data shows 
numbers that are on par 
with national ones re-
leased by UNICEF. 

“Young people really 
value talking about their 
wellbeing, and these re-
sults can be a conversa-
tion starter for any of us 
in the community with 
young people that we en-
gage with. I would like to 
emphasize that a number 
of young people have said 
how appreciative they are 
of being asked about their 
wellbeing,” said Pearson. 

Data analyzed thus far 
show that youth are strug-
gling, she said. Comparing 
the data to the national 
numbers – which is very 
difficult due to the corona-
virus pandemic – 37.6 per 
cent (almost four in 10) of 
youth said they have very 
good or excellent men-
tal health. This is down 
significantly from prior 

years of national numbers, 
which came in at almost 
eight in 10. 

How much of a role the 
current COVID-19 crisis 
played in shifting the 
numbers remains up in 
the air, requiring more 
analysis, Pearson added.

While some of the local 
numbers were on par with 
national trends, Pearson 
says one statistic that sur-
prised her was those who 
experienced discrimina-
tion in the past year, with 
44.5 per cent reporting 
occurrences. The top five 
aspects of discrimination 
were physical appearance, 
sex, age, ethnicity and 
race.

With the success of the 
pilot project, there are 
already plans to run the 
survey again in 2021. The 
next one will include more 
communities in the prov-
ince. 

“So, the idea in a phase 
two that we’re currently 
working towards would be 
[using this survey in] our 
community again, with a 
handful of other commu-
nities as well. I’m not sure 
yet who those other com-

munities will be, but it’s a 
chance for more commu-
nities to try this survey 
out; we can learn more 
about how it works as a 
tool, and potentially other 
refinements to the tool 
before it rolls out to all of 
Canada,” Pearson said.

To help gain more in-
formation on the survey, 
Pearson says there are 
plans to hold meetings 
with partner organizations 
and youth in the near fu-
ture. She says youth from 
the community, especially 
ones who took part in the 
survey, can take part in 
the upcoming meetings 
by emailing her at APear-
son@regionofwaterloo.ca.

The first two briefs re-
leased on the Children 
and Youth Planning Table 
website today cover men-
tal and emotional health, 
and belonging. Disaggre-
gated data will also be 
released, in addition to 
the eight additional briefs 
over the coming weeks. 

More information can 
be found online at www.
childrenandyouthplan-
ningtable.ca.

think that would drag it 
out a lot longer. But know 
this: the year flies by, so 
even though things might 
change and it’ll be quite 
different, just enjoy every 
second of it and soak it up 
while you can.”

Livingston says she’s 
excited to take on the role 
for the next year. 

“I think it’s going to be 
challenging, especially 
with everything that’s 
going on. But I’m ready 
to learn how to adapt to 
those different situations, 
and I know that everyone 
else will give me great 
advice . [This] is some-

thing that none of us has 
encountered before with a 
pandemic – everyone has 
an input on what we can 
do to solve a problem or 
do something else.”

Former ambassadors 
and the current ambassa-
dor plan to have a group 
chat to help each other 
out with advice on the 
role. 

The fair itself has been 
cancelled this year, but or-
ganizers are already look-
ing ahead to 2021. In the 
meantime, the township 
is moving ahead with its 
annual citizen of the year 
awards and activities such 
as the scarecrow contest.

 � AMBASSADOR: Sticking with 
tradition, though adjusting for today

FROM 20

 � CHOIR: The benefits of singing available to all who are interested

Simon. while Waterloo’s 
would have to be Leonard 
Cohen’s Hallelujah, said 
Becker.

More information about 
the organization can be 
found at shoutsisterchoir.
ca. To learn about becom-
ing a member, send an 

email to members@shout-
sisterchoir.ca. 

“The act of singing is 
uplifting, gives you a sense 
of belonging and increases 

your self-confidence,” said 
Becker in encouraging 
those who are interested 
in trying a session to reach 
out to her.

FROM 14
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pletely. Light a large chimney 
starter mounded with charcoal 
briquettes (7 quarts). When the 
top coals are partially covered 
with ash, pour them into a 
steeply banked pile against one 
side of the grill. Set the cooking 
grate in place, cover, and open 
lid vent completely. Heat grill 
until hot, about 5 minutes. 
 
FOR A GAS GRILL: Turn all the 
burners to high, cover, and heat 
grill until hot, about 15 minutes. 
Keep the primary burner on high 
and turn off the other burner(s). 
(Adjust the primary burner or, if 
using three-burner grill, primary 
burner and second burner, as 
needed to maintain grill tem-
perature of 425 F.)

4. Clean and oil the cooking 
grate. Place chicken, fatty side 
up, on the cooler side of grill, 
arranging drumettes closest to 
coals. Cook chicken, covered, 
until lightly browned and coat-
ing is set, about 30 minutes for 

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. "Casablanca" cafe 
owner
3. Baby's first word, 
maybe
7. This always happens 
before noon
9. "Aladdin" prince
12. Able to move
14. "Smoking or ___?"
15. Between part and 
whole
17. Castrated ram
19. Where you __?
20. Control
21. Pizazz
23. "Get ___!"
25. Fat letters
27. "___ the season ..."
28. "____ to riches"
31. Boy
33. "Absolutely!"
35. Eye
37. Laying seige to
40. "That was a close 
one!"
41. Yours truly, Gary
42. Plant with long 
fossil history
43. Charger

45. "___ lost!"
46. Besmirch
47. Brotherhood of 
English artists
52. Handful
53. Biochemistry abbr.
54. Avid
57. More doty
61. "Eraserhead" star 
Jack
63. Santa ___, Calif.
64. No moral prin-
ceples
66. Nervous twitches
67. Small salmon
68. Masefield play "The 
Tragedy of ___"
69. "What've you been 
___?"
71. "Be quiet!"
72. "___ Ng" (They 
Might Be Giants song)
74. Arise
76. Macho guys
78. Spooky mind 
matters
80. Half a baby is
82. They suck up dirt
85. Zamyatin novel
86. "Didn't I tell you?"

87. Not appealing
88. Blue
89. Toronto, for short
90. Ed.'s request
91. Swerves at sea

DOWN
1. Top of house
2. Apteryx australis
3. Clock standard: Abbr.
4. "___ la la!"
5. Sleep too long
6. Ground spices
7. ___ grecque (cooked 
in olive oil, lemon juice, 
wine, and herbs, and 
served cold)
8. Allocate, with "out"
9. Doesn't smell
10. Blue
11. Division of baseball 
game
13. "___ on my bed my 
limbs I lay": Coleridge
16. Airplane
18. "To ___ is human ..."
22. Not alert
24. Delay
26. Artist Chagall
29. Blood system

30. Trifle
32. Duke or dukedom
34. Armageddon
36. Decorative pitcher
38. Capture attention
39. High nest: Var.
44. Hold off
46. Dainty cup
48. Any "Seinfeld," now
49. Informs
50. Bakery buy
51. Self interest
55. Avoid
56. Daredevil's trait
57. Duke
58. Yoko
59. Shape of Skills
60. Clickable image
61. Northern third of 
Quebec
62. "C'___ la vie!"
65. Crash site?
70. Electrical unit
73. Adjoin
75. Blanched
77. Catch a glimpse of
79. Caribbean, e.g.
81. I, to Claudius
83. ___ Today
84. Apply

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!
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charcoal or about 45 minutes 
for gas.

5. Brush chicken with oil until 
no traces of flour remain (use 
all oil). Cover and continue to 
cook until coating is golden 
brown and chicken registers 
between 180 F and 200 F, about 
30 minutes longer for charcoal 
or about 45 minutes longer for 
gas. Transfer chicken to a clean 
wire rack and let cool for 10 
minutes. Serve. 

Recipe notes: We prefer to 
buy whole chicken wings and 
butcher them ourselves be-
cause they tend to be larger 
than wings that come presplit. 
If you can find only presplit 
wings, opt for larger ones, if 
possible. 
Ideally, 12 whole wings should 
equal 3 pounds, which will 
yield 24 pieces of chicken (12 
drumettes and 12 flats, tips 
discarded) once broken down. 
Do not brine the chicken for 

longer than 3 hours in Step 
1, or it will become too salty. 
Charcoal grills tend to produce 
more-intense heat than gas 
grills do, hence the difference 
in cooking times. 

For 25 years, confident cooks in 
the know have relied on America's 
Test Kitchen for rigorously 
tested recipes developed by 
professional test cooks and 
vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe 
testers. See more online at www.
americastestkitchen.com/TCA.

 � KITCHEN: Get the chicken you want without turning up the heat on the oil
FROM 21

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

Visit observerxtra.com for a brand new online 
experience reading or listening to your local news. 
A much more robust site that improves reading and 

sharing your news with friends and family.
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we will have disposable 
masks available at the 
schools as well as on the 
bus,” she said.

Russell notes that the 
board’s decision to make 
masks mandatory for all 
grades as opposed to the 
provincial government’s 
plan of Grades 4 and up-
ward will “not necessarily 
be enforced.”

“We’re going to be pro-
moting it with kindness. 
and wanting to engage with 
sort of learning how to use 
a mask and how to put it on 
take it off when it’s appro-
priate to wear it with all of 
our learners.”

Details for students 
unable to wear facial 
coverings due to medical 

reasons are yet to be deter-
mined. However, a concern 
for younger children un-
able to wear a mask proper-
ly does exist. 

With that, parents also 
have a role, said Russell, 
suggesting parents should 
talk to their kids about situ-
ations where some younger 
children can’t wear masks, 
a pre-emptive move to 
avoid jealousy or bullying.

“Every individual’s 
scenario is going to be 
different in what they’re 
able to do, comfortable 
and capable doing. So, all 
of those decisions will be 
made in the best interest of 
each and every one of our 
students,” she said.

In preparing for what 
to do in the event of a 

COVID-19 outbreak, the 
board is waiting on guid-
ance from Region of Water-
loo Public Health, which 
is in turn awaiting advice 
from the province. 

“We have done every-
thing to prevent and miti-
gate risks associated with 
attending in person. And 
we’ll be providing a virtual 
tour hopefully later this 
week of a sample Elemen-
tary in a sample secondary 
class so that parents can 
visualize it will also be real-
ly saying information about 
how to best prepare for the 
new school day, given our 
new health and safety stan-
dards so that parents feel 
comfortable and confident 
and ready to return into the 
school year,” said Russell.
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Policies for allowing chil-
dren to return to school 
next week are still in flux, 
but the province has issued 
a framework to be followed 
by school boards.

A document entitled 
Operational Guidance: 
COVID-19 Management in 
Schools addresses some 
of the many concerns 
about the transmission of 
the coronavirus and steps 
being taken to reduce the 
risk.

The document applies 
to schools and before-/
after-school programs op-
erating in the buildings. It 
applies for the upcoming 
year unless there’s a dis-
crepancy with the orders 
of Ontario’s chief medical 
officer of health, Dr. David 
Williams. 

“As schools welcome stu-
dents and teachers back in 
the coming weeks, it’s im-
portant for everyone to be 
informed and understand 
their role in keeping each 
other safe, “said Williams 
in announcing the rollout 
last week. 

The report outlines pro-
cedures for monitoring any 
outbreaks, and set out how 
to address them and how 
they would be declared 
over.

The current provincial 
definition for an outbreak 
is two or more confirmed 
cases of SARS-CoV-2 infec-
tion within a staff member 
or students at a school 
with an epidemiological 
connection. The epidemi-
ological relationship can 
vary between classroom 
cohorts, before/after care 
cohorts and busing cohort, 
the province notes.

Local public health de-
partments will be actively 

Province releases guidance for dealing 
with potential outbreaks in schools

involved, charged with 
determining if there is an 
active outbreak, managing 
the episode and deciding 
when it can be declared 
over. They’ll be tracking 
coronavirus cases, not gen-
eral illnesses.

The document also out-
lines the responsibility of 
school principals when it 
comes to tracking student 
absences and contacting 
public health officials. 

Each school website will 
now be required to feature 
COVID breakdowns while 
keeping privacy a priori-
ty. A student also has the 
option of withdrawing 
from the school, which 
would result in the case 
being removed from the 
school’s COVID-19 advisory 
board. The advisory board 
will also display closures 
of classes, cohorts and 
schools. 

Teachers are now re-
quired to understand the 
virus’s symptoms and alert 
a principal if they or one of 
their students becomes ill.

Principals will also ad-
vise students to stay home 
and continue their studies 
through remote learning if 
they are well enough to do 
so. They’ll also ensure ar-
eas have been cleaned and 
monitor the school popula-
tion for additional cases.

When a case is confirmed 
in a school, the person that 
has tested positive will 
be required to stay home 
until they are cleared by 
local public health. They 
must isolate for the 14-day 
period and should not go 
for retesting, the provincial 
guidelines advise. 

Public health officials 
will decide the extent of 
the risk, advising patients 
accordingly. As a rule of 
thumb, classroom cohorts 
will generally be labelled 

high risk. Testing will be 
recommended for close 
contacts not required. Neg-
ative tests do not change 
the period of isolation. 

If an individual receives 
a test for potential symp-
toms and receiving a nega-
tive result, they must now 
wait for 24 hours before 
returning to school.

The guidelines also 
include information for 
parents, which includes 
daily symptom screening. 
The virus’ primary symp-
toms include a fever over 
37.8 degrees C, cough and 
shortness of breath, with 
other less common symp-
toms include sore throat, 
difficulty swallowing, loss 
of taste, flu-like symptoms, 
and a runny nose.

Even as the start of the 
school year approaches, 
teachers remain concerned 
with the precautions in 
place, their unions taking 
legal action and pushing 
for improved safety mea-
sures. 

Teachers' concerns, 
particularly around class 
sizes, were backed by a 
recent study at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo. The 
study showed how the vi-
rus spreads in a simulated 
classroom.

“We saw that every time 
that we doubled the class 
size from eight to 15 and 
15 to 30, the number of 
current cases more than 
doubled. In fact, it usually 
went up by a quadrupling,” 
said mathematics profes-
sor Chris Bauch.

“Parents that are still 
considering whether 
or not to opt out for the 
remote learning option 
should keep in mind that 
it’s something that they 
should strongly consider if 
their kids are going to be in 
a larger class,” he added.


