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LIVING HERE

Getting a hop 
on a plan
to turn a hobby 
into more
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The bulk of the Mill Race 
Trail in St. Jacobs remains 
closed as Woolwich is at 
an impasse with a private 
landowner.

Only about a 750-metre 
stretch of the trail –  the 
section between 1505 Three 
Bridges Rd. and the over-
head railway bridge – is 
open to the public. The en-
tire length had been closed 
since March, nominally 
over concerns about physi-
cal distancing after people 
continued to flock to the 
popular route despite the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The 1.5-kilometre trail, 
which follows the division 
and reunion of the Cones-
togo River entering St. 
Jacobs from the west, has 
been in place for several 
generations.

A portion was reopened 
earlier this month, with the 
public encouraged to fol-
low coronavirus protocols, 
says township trails coordi-
nator Ann Roberts.

“The trail remains closed 
from the overhead railway 
bridge to the trail entrance 
at 32 Front St in St Jacobs,” 

DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

The number of active 
COVID-19 cases having dou-
bled, Waterloo Region has 
entered into a second wave 
of the pandemic, says the 
medical officer of health.

At midweek, there were 
142 cases, up from 68 just a 
week earlier.

“We have started a new 
wave of COVID-19 in our 
community,” Dr. Hsiu-Li 
Wang said Tuesday in a vid-
eo briefing.

The Public Health depart-
ment is monitoring eight 
outbreaks in the region, 
including three long-term 
care and retirement homes. 
There is also an outbreak at 
the FunCare Learning Cen-
tre in Elmira, where there 
has been one positive case 
of the virus. 

A staff member at Inspir-
ing Minds early learning 
centre in Wellesley was add-
ed to the list Wednesday.

Also in Elmira, there has 
been a case of COVID-19 
at Riverside Public School, 
where one student has 
tested positive, meaning it 

Region already 
bracing for 
second wave
Number of COVID-19 cases spike, with 
instances at Elmira school, daycare 

isn’t an outbreak under the 
provincial rules, the Water-
loo Region District School 
Board reports.

The board said the identi-
ty of the student would not 
be released due to privacy 
legislation, but noted Public 
Health is following up with 
possible high-risk contacts 
and recommending those 
in the cohort determined to 
be high risk to self-isolate 
until October 2 if they are 
symptomatic. 

Wang suggested the re-
cent spike in cases may be 
the result of COVID fatigue, 
with people failing to ad-
here to proper protocols. 
She added attempt to find 
scapegoats for the rising 
number of cases is a waste 
of time.

“It’s not their choice to 
have it. And we should not 
be blaming or stigmatizing 
people who are actually in-
fected. But from the infec-
tions that have occurred in 
the last weeks, when we’ve 
seen rising numbers, what 
we have noticed is that peo-
ple have just not practiced 
the same precautions that 

Mill Race Trail 
remains partially 
closed over 
impasse
with private 
landowner

SECOND WAVE | 02MILL RACE | 02

Elmira Lions Club members Richard Beisel and Andy Heal prepare for a tree-planting event Wednesday at the memorial 
forest site.  [SEAN HEEGER]

MORE TREES GROW IN ELMIRA
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Reopening schools 
safely matters to 
everyone 
That’s why the government of Ontario 
has worked with health o�cials, school 
boards and educators to develop a 
comprehensive plan to keep kids and 
sta� safe.

• Physical distancing measures will be 
implemented such as desk 
separation, signs, floor markings and 
one-way hallways.

• Face coverings will be required for 
sta� and students in Grades 4-12. 

• Hand hygiene will be enabled with 
hand sanitizer and hand washing. 

• More nurses will be in schools.

• School cleaning will be enhanced.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Visit ontario.ca/ReopeningSchools

they’ve been practicing be-
fore. And sometimes that’s 
due to confusion,” she said, 
attributing some of that 
confusion to the issue of 
social bubbles.

“They hear us talk about 
social bubbles of 10. But 
then they hear the limits 
outside are 50 or 100,” 
Wang explained of the vari-
ous numbers.

Over the weekend, On-
tario Premier Doug Ford 
announced a decrease in 
the size of social gatherings 
to 10, with fines reaching 
$10,000 for those hosting 
private events such as par-
ties and fines of $750 for 
those that attend. The Re-
gion of Waterloo last week 
passed its own bylaw to 
strengthen enforcement.

The bylaw comes in time 
to deter students from 
attending the University 
of Waterloo and Wilfrid 
Laurier’s homecoming 
street parties, said Waterloo 
Regional Police Chief Bryan 
Larkin.

“Traditionally, the cel-
ebration and the return of 
postsecondary students 
to our communities is one 
that is met with tremen-
dous change in our com-
munity. There’s a sense of 
vibrancy, there’s a sense of 
excitement. Obviously, it 
drives a significant amount 
of our economy. But one 

of the challenges we also 
face is the congregation of 
people who are enjoying 
or celebrating, particular-
ly around homecoming. 
And although this year 
we continue to work with 
all post-secondary insti-
tutions, both universities 
and our local college. We’ve 
been actively preparing for 
this weekend,” he said of 
enforcement efforts.

Public Health, Waterloo 
Regional Police Services 
and regional staff are all 
requesting students to 
avoid any forms of unlawful 
celebrations and insist they 
celebrate in virtual home-
coming events instead. 

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph county, numbers 
have also drastically in-
creased, and there are now 
50 active cases in the com-

munity, putting the total 
since the pandemic began 
at 622. 

In Ontario, the number of 
new cases have reached lev-
els not seen since early May 
– there were 478 additional 
positive tests reported 
Tuesday, for instance, with 
the total number reaching 
47,752. There have been 
2,832 deaths attributed to 
the virus – 12 additional 
fatalities in a week – repre-
senting a mortality rate of 
5.9 per cent. The ministry 
reports 41,342 cases (86.6 
per cent) have been re-
solved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
146,663 confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 nationwide, a 
spike of almost 8,000, with 
9,234  related deaths, a mor-
tality rate of 6.3 per cent.

 � SECOND WAVE: Province limits gatherings, increases 
fines for those failing to comply with virus-control steps

FROM 01

A Riverside PS student was diagnosed with COVID-19, though the school is not 
considered an outbreak site.  [DAMON MACLEAN]

The FunCare Learning Centre in Elmira closed after one child tested positive for COVID-19. [DAMON MACLEAN]

she said.
The link to the village is 

on private property. Owner 
Mike Good has rescinded 
a previous agreement to 
allow public access.

While the public sections 
of the trail are owned by 
the Grand River Conserva-
tion Authority, Woolwich 
Township manages the 
trail through a mainte-
nance agreement. There 
have been sporadic talks 
between Woolwich staff 
and the landowner, said 
Thomas van der Hoff, 
manager of operations and 
projects.

Negotiations with Good 
have broken off at times 
due to a financial concerns 
about a drain on adjacent 
land he owns and the re-
placement of bridges along 
the existing trail.

“The drain issue may 
have led us to a lack of dis-
cussion on the trail,” said 
van der Hoff. “We’re hope-
ful that those discussions 
will go ahead.”

When and if the full trail 
will be accessible remains 

unknown.
“We’re hopeful that we’ll 

be able to get it open,” he 
said.

The Observer did not 
receive a response to re-
quests to comment from 
Mike Good.

 �MILL RACE: Township still hoping to reach agreement
FROM 01

There's no access to the trail from private property. [DAMON MACLEAN]
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Elmira's Clay Williams combines a passion for running with support for charitable causes such as the Mood Disorders Society of Canada. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Through Metrolinx, the province is providing $175,000 
to the Grand River Transit plan to extend service to 
Breslau. The money will be used to collect information 
from village residents on how to better connect the 
community to public transit in the region. Of this, 
$50,000 will be allocated to share the data set from 
the three pilots conducted in 2018 and 2019. The 
remaining $125,000 will go toward designing a new 
pilot program and data-sharing.

Watch for more growth on Elmira’s west side next 
summer as Woolwich council this week approved 
plans for new residential development on 15.3 acres 
of land at the southeast corner of Church Street West 
and Barnswallow Drive. Woolwich Holdings will build 
92 residential units – 60 single-family homes and 30 
townhouses – as well as a neighbourhood commer-
cial plaza, potentially housing such businesses as a 
convenience store, video rental outlet or pizzeria.

From the Sept. 25, 2004 edition of The Observer

building centre

JL’s Duke St

Shophomehardware.ca5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 • Text JL’s 226.979.1850 and choose JL’s as your home Store.

* See in-store or homehardware.ca for full details. Limit 10 cards per customer. 

PINK PAYS!
for each $250* purchase of Owens Corning  PINK  FIBERGLAS  insulation and/or 
AttiCat  expanding blown-in insulation.  Contractor and builder purchases included.

PINK  FIBERGLAS  insulation

50 BONUS 
HOME GIFT CARDGET A

SEPT. 10  OCT. 21, 2020

THE PINK PANTHER™ & © 1964-2020 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc. All Rights Reserved. The 
colour PINK is a registered trademark of Owens Corning. © 2020 Owens Corning. All Rights Reserved.
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BRESLAU TRANSIT FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

It was not long ago when 
Toronto launched their 
Summerlicious and Win-
terlicious events as a way 
to celebrate all things food, 
while promoting the locally 
unique businesses within 
its hospitality industry. As 
time went on, other places 

Taste the Countryside looks to boost local hospitality industry

EATING OUT | 04

like Elora began to adopt 
similar events, putting 
their own spin on the culi-
nary extravaganza.

Starting September 25, 
a partnership between 
Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Explore Waterloo Region 
is set to bring Taste of the 
Countryside food-lovers’ 
event to this area. 

While there are many 

similarities between the 
various events, this one 
differs by allowing all types 
of food establishments 
to take part and offer a 
unique menu to patrons 
instead of simply allowing 
high-end restaurants to 
participate.

Jenna Morris, economic 
development and tourism 
officer with the Township 

of Woolwich, says the event 
was brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic as a 
way to support the hospi-
tality industry by giving 
residents a fun reason to 
come out and try some-
thing new.

“We started thinking 
of ideas for how we can 
stimulate a bit of activity 
to remind people which 

food establishments are 
in the area and where they 
can get food. We find a lot 
of people who live in our 
municipality often work 
outside of the municipality 
and they tend to identify 
their local restaurants to 
a place in the city. So, the 
hope is to highlight some 
of our local food establish-
ments and make it known 

so that people think in-
stead of going to East Side 
Mario’s in the city, they’re 
thinking ‘oh I’m going to 
go to Sip ‘N Bite or I’m go-
ing to go to Jacob’s Grill or 
Stone Crock or somewhere 
local,’” said Morris. We just 
want to remind people of 
what amazing food they 
have in their own backyard 

THREE-DAY RUN | 24

INFRASTRUCTURE MONEY

Three hospitals in the 
region to benefit from 
provincial funding

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Not only under increased 
stress, hospitals are tack-
ling more than ever as part 
of the fight against the 
COVID-19 pandemic. That 
being the case, the prov-
ince is providing them with 
more funding, including 
$3 million announced last 
week for hospitals in Wa-
terloo Region.

Part of a $175-million 
funding package through 
the health Infrastruc-
ture Renewal Fund, the 
$3,261,485 is being split 
between St. Mary’s Gen-
eral Hospital ($1,238,425), 
Grand River Hospital 
($1,364,765) and Cam-
bridge Memorial Hospital 
($658,295). An additional 
$50 million is being invest-
ed as well for COVID-19 
specific projects.

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris said the 
funding is done annually to 
help local hospitals ensure 
they are up to date with 
their maintenance and 
repairs. 

Because of the pandem-

ic, there is need for repairs 
and upgrades related to 
heating and ventilation 
systems, he added, noting 
the government is con-
tinuing to take a proactive 
approach to help all within 
the region.

“We know that COVID-19 
can spread via the air, so 
the better air-handling 
units that they have in 
hospitals, obviously you’re 
mitigating the risk of po-
tential spread,” said Harris. 
“Our government has taken 
a really proactive approach 
in making sure that the 
folks here – and I’m not 
talking about just school 
or hospital or infrastruc-
ture – when you look at all 
the ministries and funding 
that’s come into the region 
over the last couple years, 
we’ve been advocating 
very strongly for a lot of 
the region to receive its fair 
share of funding. And I like 
to think when you start to 
total the numbers up, we’re 
talking about hundreds of 
millions of dollars in fund-
ing into the region over the 
last couple years; I’m really 

HOSPITAL FUNDING | 05

DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Instead of covering a lot 
of ground in New Jersey 
next weekend, Elmira 
ultra-marathoner Clay Wil-
liams will be going around 
in circles in a Kitchener 
Park looking to run the 

Elmira ultra-marathoner will run for 
three days in support of mental health
Clay Williams had planned to head to NJ, but will run through Kitchener green space

same 200 miles.
“I registered for a race 

in New Jersey called 
Three Days at the Fair. It’s 
a 72-hour timed race at a 
fair that happens in New 
Jersey and is usually held 
in early May each year,” 
he explained. But with 
borders closed due to the 

coronavirus, the event was 
pushed back until October 
1. As the borders are still 
closed, Williams was deter-
mined to find an outlet for 
all the training he’s been 
doing to prepare.

Dubbed Three Days in 
the Park, his chosen outlet 
will be a one-mile circuit 

through the Huron Natural 
Area in Kitchener. He’ll be 
looking to cover 200 miles 
in 72 hours starting at 9 
a.m. on October 1.

“For the first 30 hours, 
I’ll be going nonstop. And 
then I’ll take a three-hour 
break.” Williams has done 
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ATTENTION ELMIRA MEDICAL 
PATIENTS ONLY

Elmira Medical Centre
2 Park Ave. W., Elmira | 519-669-5493

FLU    CLINICS

Currently, ONLY patients
65 YEARS AND OLDER can 
call to book an appointment 

Due to the COVID 19 Pandemic, 
this year flu shots will be given by 

APPOINTMENT ONLY

NO WALK-INS 
For all other ages, flu shot information to follow 

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

Roast Beef & Turkey (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-order

reQuired

Friday & Saturday
3:30-7:30pm

Open
Tuesday - Saturday

Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche, Mac & Cheese, 
Potato Salad, Fresh Apple & Pumpkin Pie, Baking & More.

so that when they think 
about where they’re going 
to go out this week, they’re 
choosing somewhere in the 
region countryside.”

Currently, there are 12 
participating locations that 
will be serving up various 
prix fixe menus. Depend-
ing on the location, cus-
tomers will be offered $15 
or $35 menus from which 
they can choose their meal. 
Offerings vary from take 
home three-course meals 
to classic favourites served 
by local eateries and even 
coffee and dessert offer-
ings.

Restaurants included in 
Taste of the Countryside 
are Block Three Brewing, 
Chef Duff and RiverSong, 

 EATING OUT: Event helps support local food and hospitality industries
FROM 03

Staff at Grill on the Green in Elmira prepare a dish that they will be serving as part of the upcoming Taste of the Countryside campaign.  [DAMON MACLEAN]

SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Online banking is nothing 
new, but has taken on a 
new importance during 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic. From the ATMs of the 
industry’s early foray into 
automation to today’s 
smartphone apps, banks 
have embraced technology.

The pandemic situation 
has meant hardship for 
some, with many others 
facing some financial 
stress. It’s also made 
in-person banking more 
difficult. Institutions have 
taken steps to mitigate the 
economic impact of the 
virus on their customers, 
from providing more than 
775,000 people with mort-
gage flexibility to 476,000 
credit card payment defer-
rals.

Locally, Kindred Cred-
it Union is now making 
things even easier for 
customers who want to 
take part in “banking with 
purpose” with the launch 
of digital account opening. 

EcoCafe Village Roasters, 
Grill on the Green, Heidel-
berg Restaurant, Jacob’s 
Grill, Kitchen Kuttings, 
Lip Smackin’ Lou’s, Nev-
er Enough Thyme, Rural 
Roots Brewing Company, 
Sip ‘N Bite, and the St. Ja-
cob’s Farmers’ Market.

Morris says the mix of 
both restaurants and other 
types of food establish-
ments like diners, brewer-
ies and cafes, gives people 
a chance to enjoy varying 
types of food and drinks. 

At Rural Roots, manager 
Krysta Cronin said that the 
event allows people to not 
only come out and enjoy 
the food they have to offer, 
but also bring in new regu-
lar customers.

“Hopefully we get people 

that don’t really know we 
exist [and at the same time] 
get some exposure through 
social media. [We would 
also like] to grow in our own 
community here, you don’t 
need to go far [because] we 
have so many good things 
in our own local communi-
ty,” said Cronin.

Nick Benninger, chef 
and co-founder of the Fat 
Sparrow Group, says his 
menu is all about staying 
local and showcasing the 
area, leaving as many 
dollars in the community 
as possible. He wanted to 
give people who come out 
for this event a date-night 
experience with foods that 
may not normally try; the 
menu is more geared to-
wards what you would see 

as a feature rather than the 
usual suspects of burgers 
and mac and cheese. 

For those who choose to 
take part in the event, Mor-
ris says there is an added 
bonus beyond enjoying a 
delicious meal. Prizes will 
be awarded once the event 
is over and those who dine 
at one of the restaurants 
can enter a ballot each time 
they eat one of the prix 
fixe options and then posts 
a photo to Instagram or 
Facebook with the hashtag 
#tastethecountryside.

Taste of the Countryside 
runs from September 25 
to October 4. You can find 
more information online 
at www.explorewaterloore-
gion.com/taste-the-coun-
tryside.

Online banking at the fore of industry’s response to pandemic
Taking note of the times, Kindred Credit Union making it easier to open accounts remotely, maintain social distancing

Now customers can open 
a chequing or savings 
account through a device 
such as a laptop, tablet or 
smartphone.

Statistics from the Cana-
dian Bankers Association 
(CBA) show 91 per cent of 
Canadians believe banking 
is more convenient thanks 
to technology. Of that num-
ber, 76 per cent of them use 

online or mobile banking 
regularly to conduct their 
transactions. Kindred’s 
new application system is 
set to ensure that their cus-
tomers can be as happy as 
the rest of Canadians with 
their banking setup.

“Kindred continues 
to invest in new ways to 
support our members at 
every step of their finan-

cial journey,” said CEO Ian 
Thomas. “We launched 
[digital applications] in 
August for new members to 
join Kindred, and to switch 
their banking over to Kin-
dred and to be able to do 
that through their mobile 
device or through their 
computer. Really, the neat 
part about that is we have a 
whole roadmap of different 
digital solutions that are 
going to enhance the types 
of things that members can 
do with Kindred over the 
coming months.”

Thomas says this was in 
the works for some time 
and was not brought on by 
the pandemic, adding this 
is not the first digital solu-
tion that has been adopted 
over the last few months to 
make banking simpler. 
In the future, the credit 
union hopes to launch the 
ability to borrow money 
digitally, as well as enhanc-
ing their smartphone ap-
plications.

All banks have contin-
ued to ensure that they are 
delivering the full range of 

needs of Canadians across 
all channels and prod-
ucts, says CBA spokesman 
Mathieu Labreche, who 
points to high customer 
satisfaction with the coun-
try’s banks. 

The outlook is a little 
less rosy in a recent report 
by JD Power that found 
satisfaction with mobile 
banking has gone down, 
although mobile banking 
usage has increase by eight 
percentage points this year 
to 63 per cent from 55 per 
cent.

Thomas says that while 
he has heard of such re-
ports, Kindred has not 
experienced this from cus-

tomers, with their scores 
going in a positive direc-
tion, noting that can be 
attributed to their model of 
not prioritizing in branch 
or online, but rather ensur-
ing that each experience 
compliments and adds to 
the other. 

Kindred also reaches out 
to its members periodical-
ly, perhaps helping with 
positive customer scores, 
he suggested.

“We’ve also reached 
out to over 7,000 of our 
members proactively just 
checking in with them 
to see how they’re doing 
[and asking are there] any 
questions we can answer, 
and members have really 
appreciated that. In fact, 
we’ve actually had a few 
emotional responses from 
those who have been feel-
ing more isolated during 
some of those lockdown 
moments, but again it was 
just constantly being there 
and letting them know that 
their financial institution 
was thinking about them,” 
said Thomas. 

Kindred Credit Union has been taking steps in recognition of the changes 
brought on by COVID-19. [SUBMITTED]

Ian Thomas
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Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Free blood pressure  
 monitoring

• Free blood sugar
 monitor training

• Medication review 
 Meds-Check

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FRESH TURKEYS
$3.49

/lb

BONE IN HAM
$2.99

/lb

Waterloo Regional Police 
joined law enforcement 
agencies across North 
America for Operation 
Clear Track, the single larg-
est rail-safety law-enforce-
ment initiative in North 
America, held in conjunc-
tion with Rail Safety Week.

The weeklong event runs 
from Sept. 21-27, coordinat-
ed by Amtrak, Operation 
Lifesaver Inc. and Oper-
ation Lifesaver Canada, 
which aims to reduce pre-
ventable deaths and inju-
ries on rail lines. 

Members of the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service’s 
Traffic Services unit will be 
conducting enforcement 

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

SEPTEMBER 14

■ 9:00 AM | As a result of 
the ongoing investigation, 
two men were arrested and 
charged in connection with 
several break-in incidents 
Sept. 8 in Woolwich and 
Wellesley townships. A 
28-year-old Kitchener man 
was charged with one count 
of robbery, four counts of 
break and enter, three counts 
of theft of motor vehicle, two 
counts of possession of stolen 
property over $5,000 and 
one count of unauthorized 
use of a stolen credit card. A 
23-year-old Kitchener man 
was charged with one count of 
robbery, four counts of break 
and enter, three counts of 
theft of motor vehicle and one 
count of possession of stolen 
property over $5,000. The in-
vestigation remains ongoing. 
Anyone with information is 
asked to contact police at 519-
570-9777, ext. 8291 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

SEPTEMBER 15

■ 11:17 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a report of a single-vehicle 
collision in the area of Lichty 
Road and Deborah Glaister 
Line in Wellesley Township. The 
driver of the vehicle lost control 
while travelling on soft gravel 
and the vehicle was pulled into 
a ditch. The vehicle struck a 
tree and was towed from the 
scene. There were no injuries 
reported as a result of the 
collision. No charges were laid. 

Police support Operation Clear Track during Rail Safety Week

at train and LRT crossings 
throughout Waterloo Re-
gion. The goal is to educate 
and remind motorists 
emphasize the importance 
of obeying rail crossings, 
encourage people to think 
twice before engaging in 
unsafe behaviours, and 
provide safety tips regard-
ing rail safety.

Whether you are a pe-
destrian, cyclist or driver 
of a motor vehicle, police 
remind you to: 
• Never race a train
• Be prepared to stop
• Obey flashing lights, 

signal and/or cross 
bars at train and LRT 
tracks

• Stay alert at rail cross-
ings- today’s trains can 
be very quiet

• Leave your vehicle if it 
stalls or gets stuck on 
the tracks and call 9-1-1

• Stay off the tracks- 
Trains can go as fast as 
160km/hr as can take 
up to 2 km to come to a 
full stop.

• Use designated rail 
crossings, and only 
proceed when it’s safe 
to do so.

More than 2,100 North 
Americans are killed or se-
riously injured each year as 
a result of collisions at rail 
crossings and trespassing 
on railway property. The 

Canadian Pacific Railway 
reports that “over the last 
15 years, there have been 
26 railway crossing and 
trespassing incidents in 
Waterloo Region.”

“Educating the pub-
lic and reducing serious 
injury and fatalities on 
train tracks and railways 
throughout Waterloo 
Region is a key priority 
for us,” says acting Staff 
Sergeant Mark Hammer. 
“Railway signs, lights, bells 
and gates are there to keep 
the public safe. Please be 
sure to obey all warnings to 
ensure your safety.”

For more info, please 
visit operationlifesaver.ca.

SEPTEMBER 18

■ 8:50 PM | Emergency 
services responded to a report 
of a single-vehicle collision at 
Northfi eld Drive East and Hill 
Street in Woolwich Township. 
A 24-year-old Woolwich man 
was operating a bicycle when 
he was struck by a northbound 
pickup truck, operated by a 
35-year-old Renfrew County 
man. The cyclist was transport-
ed to hospital by ambulance 
with serious injuries. The 
roadway was closed for several 
hours while members of Water-
loo Regional Police Service’s 
Tra�  c Unit investigated.

SEPTEMBER 19

■ 12:55 AM | Wellington 
County OPP responded to 
a break-and-enter in prog-
ress at a rural property in 
Guelph-Eramosa Township. It 
was reported that a premise 
was entered and marijuana 
had been stolen.  Uniform 
o�  cers responded to the area 
and the OPP Canine and Emer-
gency Response Team (ERT) 
o�  cers were activated.  While 
responding to the area, police 
observed suspects running 
towards a parked vehicle and 
after a brief investigation took 
them into custody. A du� el bag 
containing fresh marijuana was 
seized along with break-and-
enter tools and a BB handgun 
located inside the vehicle. 
Further investigation revealed 
that all the accused involved 
were prohibited from possess-
ing fi rearms. A 35-year-old of 
Kitchener man was charged 
with ‘break and enter commit 

indictable o� ence,’ ‘theft under 
$5,000,’ ‘possession of break 
in instruments,’ ‘possession of 
property obtained by a crime’ 
and ‘failure to comply with 
prohibition order contrary.’ a 
45-year-old Guelph man was 
charged with ‘break and enter 
commit indictable o� ence,’ 
‘theft under $5,000,’ ‘posses-
sion of break in instruments,’ 
‘possession of property ob-
tained by a crime’ and ‘failure 
to comply with prohibition 
order contrary.’ A 36-year-old 
Guelph woman was charged 
with ‘break and enter commit 
indictable o� ence,’ ‘theft under 
$5,000,’ possession of break 
in instruments,’ ‘possession of 
property obtained by a crime’ 
and ‘failure to comply with 
prohibition order.’ All accused 
will appear at the Ontario Court 
of Justice - Guelph on Oct. 20 
to answer to the charges. 

SEPTEMBER 20

■ 11:20 AM | Waterloo Re-
gional Police received a report 
of a theft from a vehicle in the 
area of Bristow Creek Drive in 
Elmira. Police were advised 
that an unknown person 
had rummaged through the 
personal property of the victim 
in the vehicle, which was un-
locked at the time, and it does 
not appear that anything was 
taken. Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 519-
570-9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

■ 1:02 PM | Police received 
a report about a theft from 
a vehicle in the area of 
Dalebrook Street in Elmira. 

Sometime overnight, an 
unknown suspect entered a 
vehicle; however, nothing was 
reported stolen. Anyone with 
information is asked to call po-
lice at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. 

SEPTEMBER 21

■ 3:31 AM | In the early 
morning, police responded 
to a report of a break-in at 
a residence on Musselman 
Crescent in Conestogo. A 
secured garage was entered, 
and a vehicle on the property 
was searched through. Some 
personal items were taken 
from the vehicle. The investi-
gation is ongoing. Anyone with 
information is asked to call po-
lice at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

■ 8:49 AM | Police received 
a report of a theft from an 
unlocked motor vehicle on Mus-
selman Crescent in Conestogo. 
Personal property was stolen 
from the vehicle. Waterloo 
Regional Police remind the com-
munity to keep vehicles locked 
and do not store valuables 
inside your vehicle. Anyone 
with information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. 

■ 12:35 PM | Police received 
a report of a theft from a 
commercial property on Saw-
mill Road in Bloomingdale. 
An unknown suspect stole 
a commercial-grade tool. 
Anyone with information is 
asked to contact police at 519-
570-9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477. 

proud and excited to be 
part of that.”

Projects that will be un-
dertaken include work on 
the north-facing building 
exterior, air handling units, 
and the roof of St. Mary’s 
Hospital. Cambridge Me-
morial Hospital will be 
replacing the heating sys-

tem in Wing C and Grand 
River hospital will see the 
replacement of elevators 
and ceramic floor/wall and 
ceiling, alongside brick 
repairs, replacing the main 
electrical switchgear and 
panel. 

Building automation 
upgrades at the Freeport 
campus and ambulance 

bay roof replacement, as 
well as the replacement of 
the reverse osmosis system 
at the KW campus will also 
happen.

Construction projects are 
expected to get underway 
immediately and help en-
sure the hospitals are able 
to continue to work with-
out issues.

“We thank the govern-
ment for their continued 
support in maintaining 
health care infrastructure. 
This funding is vital for 
hospitals, allowing them 
to focus on patient care 
and maintain the services 
they provide to commu-
nities. This year’s Health 
Infrastructure Renewal 

HOSPITAL FUNDING: Beyond regular infrastructure assistance, hospitals get a hand with COVID-19 measures
FROM 03

Fund grant will be used to 
replace the heating system 
in Wing C, our oldest pa-
tient care facility that was 
built in the 1950s. This is 
an important and time-
ly upgrade for us as we 
have two inpatient units 
scheduled to move into 
this care facility in the fall. 

These units will remain 
there for the next four 
years as the final phase of 
our construction project 
involving the complete 
refurbishment of Wing B 
gets underway,” said Pat-
rick Gaskin, president and 
CEO of Cambridge Memo-
rial Hospital.

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris met with new Wellesley fair ambassa-
dor Caitlin Livingston on Sept. 18 at the fairgrounds to congratulate her and 
present her with a gift. [SUBMITTED]
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We can expect food prices to continue to outpace inflation
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

Fall harvest season means 
there are plenty of fresh, 
local food choices in the 

stores, farmers’ markets and at 
roadside stands, typically at the 
lowest prices of the year. But 
we’re generally seeing higher 
food costs, with more increases 
on the horizon as we head into 
the winter months.

The coronavirus pandemic 
had already pushed prices 
up – even higher when the 
cost of delivery is added in as 
many of us were in lockdown 
at home – and the fires burning 
across much of the U.S. west 
coast, particularly in California, 
bode ill for both the price and 
availability of produce over the 
winter.

Canada’s Food Price Report 
for 2020 had early on predicted 
food prices to jump two to four 
per cent this year – bringing 

the predicted annual cost of 
food for the average Canadian 
family to $12,667, an increase of 
$487 over 2019 – but that was 
revised upwards to at least four 
per cent as we settled into the 
pandemic response.

Those increases will add to 
food costs that typically out-
strip inflation each year: we 
now pay about 240 per cent 
more for food than we did 20 
years ago, for instance.

Such above-inflation price 
hikes are what we’ve seen in 
recent years, with some grocery 
items taking big jumps. Meat 
has certainly been one of those 
items, often leading the price 
increases. (The latest consumer 
price index figures from Statis-
tics Canada show food prices 
were the leading contributor to 
inflation.)

Other factors to watch for 

include the price of oil – trans-
portation costs are a key part of 
the equation, particularly with 
imports – and the value of the 
Canadian dollar. We can also 
expect online orders and deliv-
ery charges to increase the cost 
of food.

Restaurants have been 
among those businesses 
hardest hit by the COVID-19 
measures, with the drop in the 
number of patrons having a 
direct impact on farmers, agri-
food producers and supermar-
kets, all of whom were forced 
to deal with supply chains and 
shifting consumer demands. 
That, too, came at a monetary 
cost.

Throw in all the uncertainty 
in the U.S. – from electoral up-
heaval to climate-related crises 
such as wildfires, hurricanes 
and flooding – and food prices 

may take yet another hit.
While consumers won’t be 

turning cartwheels over higher 
prices, there is a silver lining 
if it leads to greater health in 
the farming sector. That’s a big 
if, however, as farmers don’t 
always share in the revenues 
generated by increased super-
market pricing.

Yo-yo pricing, at times lower 
than the cost of growing crops, 
has wreaked havoc in the in-
dustry. It has also led to all 
kinds of government subsidies 
and support programs, which 
we all pay for indirectly. Al-
though farmers feel unloved by 
governments – witness the in-
creasing tendency for protests 
– casual onlookers may figure 
plenty is being done for the 
agricultural sector, but Canadi-
an producers facing a volatile 
marketplace don’t see anything 

like the support offered by the 
governments of two major com-
petitors, the U.S. and European 
Union, where subsidies amount 
to tens of billions of dollars.

Government money should 
be directed toward longer-term 
strategies to keep the agricul-
tural sector alive and kicking, 
rather than going to emergency 
aid for a sector that seems to be 
lurching from crisis to crisis.

For most urban dwellers, 
food is something found on 
store shelves – how it got there 
is the same kind of mystery be-
hind the lights turning on when 
they flick a switch. In Woolwich 
and Wellesley townships, strad-
dling the divide between rural 
and urban, agriculture remains 
an everyday part of life. We 
know that if farmers prosper, 
rather than middlemen, we 
could all benefit.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

T he old calculation 
was simple and 
brutal: if you want 

to overthrow a tyrant, you 
must use violence. There 
was an occasional excep-
tion, like Gandhi’s use of 
non-violent protest to gain 
India’s independence, but 
people wrote that off as 
being due to the fact that 
the British empire, being 
ruled by a democratic gov-
ernment, was too soft.

Tell that to the descen-
dants of the tens of thou-
sands of Irish, Kenyans, 
Malaysians, Yemenis, 
Iraqis, Egyptians, Afrikan-
ers and sundry others who 
were killed for trying to 
leave the British empire. It 
would be truer to say that 
Ghandian non-violence 
obliged the British to avoid 
massive violence in India 

Which revolutions 
will succeed?

(and Pakistan and what 
eventually became Bangla-
desh got a free ride out on 
the same ticket.)

And then, after bub-
bling underneath for four 
decades with a few partial 
successes like the Ameri-
can civil rights movement, 
non-violent tactics explod-
ed into a kaleidoscopic 
range of peaceful revolu-
tions in the later 1980s. 
From south and southeast 
Asia (The Philippines, 
Taiwan, Thailand, South 

It's two steps forward and (at least) one step back as Ontarians deal with a spike in COVID-19 cases.

“Growing even just one native plant, like a 
Pawpaw or Milkweed helps reverse centuries of 
habitat loss and helps to decolonize landscapes.”  

Michelle Kanter, Carolinian Canada executive 
director, on the push to connect people and boost 
the environment through the Great 2020 Pawpaw 
parade.

Some 21% of Canadians and 43% of Americans believe 
that being required to wear a mask in public places 
violates their individual freedoms; 12% of Canadians 
support protests against wearing masks, while 
among Americans, it’s nearly triple that number (31%). 

Leger poll

SEE DYER | 08
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Brace yourselves for more disinformation courtesy of Facebook

A lready a dubious phe-
nomenon, the ironically 
named social media sites 

– led by the likes of Facebook, 
Twitter and a thousand variants 
of Instagram and Pinterest – had 
descended into little more than 
partisan flame wars, blatant mar-
keting and outright propaganda 
before the rise of Trump. They’ve 
only got worse since then.

Coupled with the undermining 
of privacy – embraced by gov-
ernments not the least bit eager 
to protect their citizens – the 
sorry state of affairs should leave 
no one upset if they all sudden-
ly went away tomorrow. Such 
would be a reason to rejoice, in 
fact.

That’s not going to happen, 
unfortunately, and we’ll be hear-
ing increasingly more about lies, 
propaganda and disinformation 
as the U.S. election grows near-
er – Russian and Chinese trolls 
are already out in full force, with 
internal hate groups adding to 
a situation that would be laugh-
able if it wasn’t so dangerous. 
There is plenty to worry about 
when it comes to Facebook, in 
particular.

“Facebook has been incredibly 
lucrative for its founder, Mark 
Zuckerberg, who ranks among 
the wealthiest men in the world. 
But it’s been a disaster for the 
world itself, a powerful vector 
for paranoia, propaganda and 
conspiracy-theorizing as well as 
authoritarian crackdowns and 
vicious attacks on the free press. 
Wherever it goes, chaos and de-
stabilization follow,” writes New 
York Times columnist Jamelle 
Bouie in a recent piece.

“Here in the United States, 
Facebook has been the chief 
vector for QAnon, a byzantine 
conspiracy theory in which Pres-
ident Trump struggles against a 
global cabal of Satan-worship-
ping, life-force sucking pedo-
philes and their enablers. QAnon 
supporters believe Trump will 
eventually go public in an oper-
ation that ends with the arrest, 
internment and execution of 
that cabal, which conveniently 
includes many of his Democratic 
political opponents.”

Although pushed to put some 
filters on the massive amount of 
misinformation on the platform, 
Zuckerberg has done little to 
stem the tide.

That’s a problem not just for 
politics – Facebook is being used 
by authoritarian regimes around 
the world, not just by Trump and 
his handlers at the GRU – but for 
public health officials battling 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

A study led by researchers at 
McGill University found that 
people who get their news from 
social media are more likely 
to have misperceptions about 
COVID-19. Those that consume 
more traditional news media 
have fewer misperceptions and 
are more likely to follow public 
health recommendations like 
social distancing.

“Platforms like Twitter and 
Facebook are increasingly be-
coming the primary sources of 
news and misinformation for 
Canadians and people around 
the world. In the context of a cri-

sis like COVID-19, however, there 
is good reason to be concerned 
about the role that the consump-
tion of social media is playing in 
boosting misperceptions,” says 
co-author Aengus Bridgman, a 
PhD candidate in political sci-
ence at the university.

Researchers point to a big 
difference in the behaviours and 
attitudes of people who get their 
news from social media versus 
news media – even after taking 
into account demographics as 
well as factors like scientific lit-
eracy and socio-economic differ-
ences. Canadians who regularly 
consume social media are less 
likely to observe social distanc-

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

ing and to perceive COVID-19 as 
a threat, while the opposite is 
true for people that get their in-
formation from news media.

“There is growing evidence 
that misinformation circulating 
on social media poses public 
health risks,” says co-author Tay-
lor Owen, an associate professor 
at the Max Bell School of Public 
Policy at McGill University. “This 
makes it even more important 
for policy makers and social me-
dia platforms to flatten the curve 
of misinformation.”

A Harvard study also looked 
at the prevalence of false and 
misleading information related 
to the coronavirus, finding that 
what distinguishes the pro-
liferation of bad information 
surrounding the current crisis is 
social media.

Prof. Kasisomayajula “Vish” 
Viswanath found the popularity 
and ubiquity of the various plat-
forms means the public is no lon-
ger merely passively consuming 
inaccuracies and falsehoods. It’s 

disseminating and even creating 
them, which is a “very different” 
dynamic than what took place 
during prior pandemics MERS 
and H1N1.

The sheer volume of COVID-19 
misinformation and disinforma-
tion online is “crowding out” the 
accurate public health guidance, 
“making our work a bit more dif-
ficult,” he says

“Misinformation could be an 
honest mistake or the intentions 
are not to blatantly mislead peo-
ple,” like advising others to eat 
garlic or gargle with salt water 
as protection against COVID-19, 
says Viswanath. Disinformation 
campaigns, usually propagated 
for political gain by state actors, 
party operatives, or activists, 
deliberately spread falsehoods or 
create fake content, like a video 
purporting to show the Chinese 
government executing residents 
in Wuhan with COVID-19 or 
“Plandemic,” a film claiming 
the pandemic is a ruse to coerce 
mass vaccinations, which most 
major social media platforms 
recently banned.

In the end, there’s very little 
social about such sites, at least in 
the conventional human sense 
of the word. The occasional use 
is one thing – though the sites, 
along with the ubiquitous Goo-
gle, are mining data, joined by 
the likes of the NSA – but there 
are many people, many of them 
young, who spend too much 
time and think too little of the 
consequences. 

More than just too much in-
formation, poor judgment and 
bullying, such time spent online 
has societal implications. In the 
case of the Trump, the Russians 
and electioneering, the dangers 
go well beyond the vestiges of 
Cold War sentiments. 

Hacking, fake Twitter and 
Facebook accounts, online bots 
and a host of other technologies 
are increasingly part of an arse-
nal to sway public opinion on a 
massive scale, all based on psy-
chological research being done 
by the same people investing in 
technology companies and the 
likes of right-wing websites such 

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

THE GREAT OUTDOORS

Skunks are hunting’s last frontier

In these challenging 
times, when Ontario 
is looking to attract a 

different kind of tourist, 
I think it is high time we 
started thinking out of the 
box. 

Which is to say, I believe 
it is time we let the world 
know that this province 
has very liberal skunk 
hunting seasons. Heck, in 
some areas, skunk season 
is open year-round and, 
in the remaining regions, 
skunks can be hunted from 
September 15 to the last 
day of February.

Also, there are no limits.

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

This makes Ontario a 
skunk hunter’s paradise. 
Hey, I think I just found the 
slogan!

Naysayers might be won-
dering why we would do 
this?

I mean, Ontario has 
world class skunk hunting 
but, up until now, it has 
been our best-kept secret. 
Why would we want to 
share this with those less 
fortunate?

Because of the untapped 
tourist dollars, that’s why.

What kind of tourist this 
would attract? The short 
answer is bachelors. More 

specifically, confirmed 
bachelors. And, if the 
skunk hunter in question 
isn’t a confirmed bache-
lor, he will be for at least a 
month or two after a suc-
cessful hunt.

If you think about it, 
the skunk hunter is al-
most the perfect tourist. 

For instance, if a group of 
skunk hunters visit, they’ll 
all want separate rooms 
in hotels, just in case one 
of them succeeds. Also, 
they’ll drive up in separate 
vehicles for exactly the 
same reason. Think of the 
money spent in new cloths, 
detergent and tomato juice, 
too.

And let’s not forget 
skunk hunting is the per-
fect sport in these socially 
distant times – you never 
have to tell good skunk 
hunters to stay six feet 
apart. Nor do you have to 
tell other people to stay six 

feet away from the skunk 
hunters. Plus, when skunk 
hunters are around, every-
one holds their breath.

Of course, we can’t un-
realistic about this. There 
are probably other regions 
of the world competing for 
the lucrative skunk hunt-
ing market. That’s why 
Ontario has to be proactive 
and start letting the world 
know about the phenome-
nal skunk hunting oppor-
tunities we have. 

Look, I get it. We want to 
keep our natural resources 
to ourselves. But – and 
you might be surprised to 

hear this – skunks are an 
underutilized resource in 
Ontario.

Despite our generous 
seasons and limits, I can’t 
say I know a single skunk 
hunter. Nor does anyone 
else I know. And, believe 
me, those guys aren’t hard 
to locate if they’re around.

I blame this on horrible 
marketing. When’s the 
last time you saw a game 
cookbook with a good 
skunk recipe included? Or 
when is the last time you 
saw a gentleman donning a 
skunk-skin hat at a presti-

GALEA | 08
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P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
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After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
As the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve; the status of facilities and services may 
change. For current information, please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. For health 
information, please contact: 

• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400
• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000

Township Office
The Township Office is open for select services. Residents are encouraged to continue to use 
online or phone where possible or to book appointments with staff in advance. 

Woolwich Memorial Centre
Aquatics – The pool is now open for aquafit, lane & family swim – preregistration is required. 
For more information, visit:  www.woolwich.ca/swim

Fitness – for information visit: www.woolwich.ca/fitness

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage – visit: Woolwich.ca/StayActive 

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all backyard fires, including campfires within the Township. You 
can apply for a permit at Woolwich.ca or by calling 519-669-6022.

Council Meetings
While Council Chambers is closed, Council will meet remotely following their regular 
schedule. You can still participate in meetings:

• Watch on YouTube.com (search “Woolwich Township”) – no registration required

• Submit written comments

• Register to speak before Council, attend a public meeting or listen online or by toll-free phone

For registration, help or alternative participation options, contact the Council/Committee 
Facilitator at 519-669-6004.

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in Waterloo Region on transit and in enclosed public places. 
Children under five and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. 
Please be kind to those who are unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 
519-575-4400 or find out more at regionofwaterloo.ca/MaskBylaw. . 

Local Business Resources
Local businesses are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in Woolwich Township. 
See who’s hiring on-line today!

Join us from Sept.25 – Oct.4 for 
#TastetheCountryside! 

A delicious 10-day dining experience in the Region’s 
Countryside offering $15 and $35 Prix Fixe menus 
at all participating food establishments. 

Visit http://tastethecountryside.ca and follow  
@TastetheCountrysideWR on Instagram for menus, 
prizes and locations as they become available! 

Post a picture of your meal and use 
#TastetheCountryside for your chance to win mouth-
watering prizes! 

For more information or assistance, contact the Township’s Economic Development and 
Tourism department at 519-669-6020 or email EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

Public Health Updates
How does physical distancing work? The less close contact you have with others, the less 
COVID-19 can spread. Keep your social circle small and practice physical distance with anyone 
not in your circle. COVID-19 spreads easily when public health measures aren’t practiced.

Korea, Bangladesh) to Iran 
and the Communist-ruled 
countries in Eastern 
Europe, the technique 
seemed unstoppable.

Peaceful protest was 
drowned in blood in China 
in 1989, but it kept notch-
ing up victories elsewhere: 
the Soviet Union itself, 
most of France’s sub-Saha-
ran colonies, South Africa 
and Indonesia in the 1990s; 
Serbia, Philippines II, 
Georgia, Armenia, Ukraine 
and Lebanon in the 2000s; 
and Egypt, Tunisia, Syria, 
Ukraine II and Sudan in 
the 2010s.

But all the non-violent 
uprisings of the 2010-
2011 ‘Arab Spring’ except 
Tunisia’s ended up being 
crushed by military coups 
or civil wars. And none of 
the current crop – in Belar-
us, Thailand and Algeria 
– is heading for a rapid or 
easy victory. Indeed, they 
might all fail. What is hap-
pening to this technique 
that once swept all before 
it?

It’s more than three de-
cades since this new tech-
nique startled the world, 
and dictators are not usu-
ally fools. They see what 
happened to their former 
colleagues who got over-
thrown, and start working 
out counter-strategies that 
weaken the determination 
and cohesiveness of the 
protesters.

For example, all but the 
stupidest dictators now 
know that while violence 
can scare individuals and 
small groups into silence, it 
is almost always a mistake 
to use it against very large 
groups. It just makes them 

angry, and they’ll usually 
be back the next day in 
much larger numbers.

Your real objective, as a 
dictator, should be to trick 
the protesters into using 
violence themselves. Then 
the thugs who love a street-
fight will rise to leadership 
positions in the protests 
while most other people 
withdraw, disgusted by the 
violence – and then you 
can use massive violence 
against the violent protest-
ers who remain.

Dictators have also 
learned to block the inter-
net and mobile phones at 
the first sign of protest, or 
to mine electronic com-
munications between the 
protest organizers to stop 
small groups from uniting 
into an unstoppably big 
crowd. Keep that up long 
enough, and you may just 
wait them out.

Harvard political scien-
tist Erica Chenoweth is the 
go-to expert on this, and 
she has two very useful 
numbers for us. The first is 
that whereas non-violent 
movements to overthrow 
illegitimate regimes used 
to succeed half the time, 
now they win only one 
time in three. The other, 
more encouraging, is that 
if they can get 3.5 per cent 
of the population out in the 
streets, they almost always 
win.

By this measure, the 
Belarus movement is still 
within reach of success:  3.5 
per cent of Belarus’ pop-
ulation is about 300,000 
people, and the Sunday 
demonstrations since early 
August, including those in 
cities outside Minsk, prob-
ably come close to that fig-

ure most weekends. People 
are not yet bored, cowed, or 
in despair.

The protests in Thailand 
against former general and 
coup-leader Prayuth Chan-
o-cha have not yet spread 
significantly beyond 
Bangkok, and the mostly 
student protesters are 
certainly not even one per 
cent of the population. The 
movement continues to 
expand, but its long-term 
prospects are doubtful.

As for Algeria, the recent 
election of a new president 
closely linked to the last 
one (whom the protesters 
forced to resign last year) 
has brought the students 
back out into the streets in 
force. The COVID-19 lock-
down robbed the move-
ment of its momentum, 
however, and it is unlikely 
to regain it.

So maybe one success in 
three for regime change, 
just as Erica Chenoweth 
predicts. But her most im-
portant insight is that the 
3.5 per cent number prob-
ably applies to any popular 
protest movement, includ-
ing those in democratic 
countries. The goals of 
those movements need not 
be limited to overthrowing 
dictators.

As she told the Harvard 
Gazette last year: “(3.5 per 
cent) sounds like a real-
ly small number, but in 
absolute terms it’s really 
an impressive number of 
people... Can you imagine 
if 11.5 million (Americans) 
were doing something like 
mass non-cooperation in a 
sustained way for nine to 
18 months? Things would 
be totally different in this 
country.”

 �DYER:  With just a small percentage of the population 
committed to protesting, people can prompt change

FROM 06

gious event?
Admittedly, we are 

talking about a niche mar-
ket here. But what if we 
broadened it and tried to 
advertise to people with 
smelling disabilities or to 
people who have a sense of 
smell that has been dulled 
by their work – people in 

flatulence research, for 
instance? Or those who 
develop the colognes that 
teenage boys hose them-
selves down with?

Also, if we were to place 
a few skunk hunting stories 
into tourism brochures 
and maybe create a trophy 
skunk registry, we might be 
able to draw the attention 

 � GALEA:   A real opportunity to boost hunting tourism
of those looking for a new 
hunting experience, to 
compensate for their lonely 
bachelor existence.

If we did this right, hunt-
ers would come here from 
all over the world to earn 
their stripes. And our tour-
ism people would know the 
sweet smell of success. 

OK, maybe not sweet.

FROM 07

as Breitbart, with all its now-well-known con-
nections to the Trump campaign.

Such companies are developing increasing-
ly sophisticated tools for gathering up large 
swathes of online data – the things you post 
and like on Facebook, for instance – in order 
to both predict your behaviour and to sway it. 
This goes beyond targeted advertising, which 
is itself somewhat problematic, to outright ma-
nipulation.

Such invasive prying is the business model, 
one exploited not only by Facebook but by 
those intent on misinformation, disinforma-
tion and propaganda campaigns.

 ■ Lions doing great 
job for trail work

To the Editor,
I want to thank Art Woods out 

loud and also the Lions Club. I 
always wondered who had the 
vision to create wonderful public 
trails; who thought ahead to our 
present and future to save green 
spaces; who used funds to create 
tree plantations. 

Thank you for creating and 
maintaining trails for the health 
of all of us. I have gratitude every 
time I walk.

Eilleen Yorysh, Conestogo

 � KANNON:  Manipulation 
of users is a feature, not a bug

FROM 07
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
fi ring? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

The Canadian Construction Association (CCA) has 
launched Talent Fits Here, a campaign designed to 
encourage more Canadians to consider a career 
in construction. The campaign is designed to shift 
some of the traditional perceptions around working 
in construction by showcasing a collection of stories 
and experiences from real people working in di� erent 
roles, on di� erent projects and from di� erent back-
grounds – all within the diverse fi eld of construction. 

www.talentfitshere.ca

Junior Achievement Waterloo Region is celebrating 
50 years delivering on its mission to inspire youth in 
the community to succeed in a global economy. Work-
ing within the schools and in after-school programs 
– and most recently using interactive online programs 
-  JA provides essential education in fi nancial literacy, 
work readiness, and entrepreneurship to students in 
Grades 3-12. The group was formed on Sept. 22, 1970.

www.jawr.ca

CONSTRUCTION JOBS A REAL ACHIEVEMENT

Sheryl Martin is the owner of the Apple Inn Bed and Breakfast in Wellesley. [SEAN HEEGER]

Wellesley Apple Inn B&B owner Sheryl Martin wants to build strong relationships

A feeling of home when 
you are staying away

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Building strong relation-
ships and connections to 
the community are just two 
of the reasons why Sheryl 
Martin, owner of the Apple 
Inn Bed and Breakfast, de-
cided to follow her dream 
and open her business. 

It all started in 2017 
when Sheryl and her hus-
band Marvin purchased a 
property in Wellesley with 
the intention of redesign-
ing the home into her per-
fect B&B. After a few years 
of work, Apple Inn official-
ly opened in early 2020. 

“We bought a place, but B&B | 11

MAKING YOURSELF AT HOME

T hree years ago this 
week, Canadian 
food exporters were 

jumping for joy over a new 
trade deal with Europe, the 
Canada-EU Comprehen-
sive Economic and Trade 
Agreement (CETA)

On Sept. 21, 2017, negoti-
ators announced they had 
succeeded in opening the 
huge, potentially lucrative 
European market – consist-
ing of 500 million people 
– to a variety of Canadian 
agriculture and food prod-
ucts.

In return, they had to 
open up Canada for some 
European dairy products, 
sending Canada’s dairy 
industry reeling. 

Farmers and processors 
said letting our border 
guard drop against dairy 
imports was the first step 
in dismantling a supply 
management system that 
had worked for decades. 
Europe, it said, would use 
Canada as a cheap dump-
ing ground for its own 
oversupply, and producers 
here would go out of busi-
ness.

That hasn’t happened. 
But in case it does, Ottawa 
has already given millions 
of dollars to Canadian 
dairy farmers to ease them 
into a more market-driven 
system.

Now, though, agri-food 
exporters who are part of 
the Canadian Agri-Food 
Trade Alliance, say they 
are “gravely concerned” 
that the EU is not re-
specting the spirit of the 
commitments it made 
when negotiations con-
cluded.

The promise of new 
European food 

markets has fizzled

They say they were 
promised “transforma-
tional access” to the EU. 
However, they maintain, 
that never happened and 
it’s hurting their bottom 
line.

“The need to resolve 
these issues couldn’t be 
more urgent, especially as 
the federal government re-
mains focused on combat-
ing the spread of COVID-19 
while protecting the econ-
omy,” says the group. “As 
a trading nation, our road 
to recovery cannot be suc-
cessfully navigated unless 
we unblock our major trade 
routes.”

Here’s what’s going on.
The group says Europe’s 

agreement to remove tariff 
and non-tariff barriers was 
supposed to increase Can-
ada’s exports by nearly $1.5 
billion annually. 

The deal also included 
commitments to work 
together to advance a 
number of non-tariff is-
sues related to technical 
barriers to trade, sanitary 
and phytosanitary mea-
sures, regulatory cooper-
ation, origin procedures, 
biotechnology, trade dis-
torting subsidies among 
others.

Those non-tariff bar-
riers can as bad at least 

ROBERTS | 11

there was just a little house 
on it. We lived in the  house 
for about a year and a half 
while we were designing 
the house and planning 
[how it would look], but 
it was always in the plans 
when we purchased this 
property in Wellesley [to 
turn this into a B&B],” 
said Martin. “We love the 
quaintness of Wellesley, 
and the community is so 
amazing. Wellesley has so 
much to offer and I just like 
that community-oriented 
village, [which allows me 
to] see my guests enjoy 
that. [This property] was 
kind of like a gift to us, it’s 
more than I even imagined 

that we would ever be able 
to have.”

Martin has always had 
a dream to open a B&B, a 
place where she could fos-
ter relationships between 
family, friends and the 
community. She loved hav-
ing the ability to turn her 
home into a business, as 
she wanted to avoid giving 
up time with her family 
to start this new venture. 
Martin’s love of cooking 
also gave her a push, which 
she brings to make the stay 
of each guest more enjoy-
able, serving up creative 
menu items.

She says she is able to 
use her cooking skills by 

treating each guest to a 
fresh breakfast each day 
to start their morning. 
She also offers what she 
calls a “morning tray” that 
includes a cup of tea, cof-
fee, or juice with a special 
pastry. 

Even though the bed 
and breakfast opened just 
before the pandemic hit, 
Martin says she was not 
worried in the slightest. 
She even had someone re-
turning from abroad isolat-
ing at the B&B, something 
she said she was happy to 
do because it allowed her to 
give someone a safe place 
to live for two months.

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Connecting Our Communities.

When local news matters...
... it matters where you get you local news.

Real news, real reporting concentrating on the 
close-to-home issues in our communities.

The Number One Weekly Newspaper in Ontario.
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The Wellesley 
Apple Butter and 
Cheese Festival 
was first held in 

1975, and has been 
held annually on 

the last Saturday in 
September. 2020 
will mark the first 
cancellation in the 
festival’s history.

The first Catholic 
Church built in the 

township was a 
log church built in 

St. Clements 
around 1840, in 

1853, the log 
church was 

deemed too small 
and in 1858, a 

large brick church 
was completed.

The village of Hawkesville 
was first settled in 1846 by 
the four Hawke Brothers: 
John, Gabriel, William, and 

Piercifer. The original 
squatter of the district, 

Johann Schweitzer, settled 
here in 1837. 

The Wellesley Maple Leaf 
newspaper was published 

from 1900 to 1927. The 
Wellesley Township 

Heritage and Historical 
Society has digitized the 
only surviving issues and 

are available at: 
wellesleyhistory.org

The village of Wellesley 
was originally known as 

Schmidtsville or Smithville 
after one of its first 

settler’s, John Schmidt.

The population of of the 
entire township in 1841 
was 254. Most recent 

figures put the 
municipality at 11,260.

Linwood hosted its first 
Elvis Impersonator

festival in August 2008.

In 2018, Wellesley, 
Massachusetts was the 
7th wealthiest city in the 
United States. A town of 
about 30,000 located in 

the greater Boston area. It 
ranks first in Boston’s 
Magazine yearly “Best 

Places To Live.” 

226-660-1000
Bakinusketo@gmail.com

Fb.com/bakinusketo 
3692 Nafziger Road, Wellesley

3685 NAFZIGER RD., WELLESLEY

HOMEMADE SOUPS & PIES , 
 LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS & GIFTS

Olde Fashioned Country 
Cooking Served Daily!

519-656-2430

Mon, Tues , Wed & Sa t 7am -2pm
Thurs & Fr i  7am - 7pm
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GOOD FOOD, FRIENDLY SERVICE

Mon.-Sat.  11am-8pm
Sunday   Noon-7pm
www.oldhh.com

3006 Lobsinger Line 
HEIDELBERG
519-699-4413

20101860 20102010160
YEARS

Pet Food • Livestock Feed 
Bird Seed & Feeders • Equine Supplies

Naturally Raised Meats

Retail Outlet

2755 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg
519-699-5200 • www.jfm.ca

OPEN TO SERVE YOU WITH CURB-SIDE PICK-UP

3800 Nafziger Rd. N., Wellesley

519-656-2400

RETAIL STORE NEW HOURS
Tuesday to Friday 10 AM to 4 PM

Saturday 9 AM to 1 PM

Covid-19 Protocols in effect.
(3 customers max in store at a time)

Fresh Apples &
Fresh Apple Cider

Bulk Pantry & More

Explore the basement for 
TOYS & GAMES

or pick up your favourite 
BAKING SUPPLIES

PLUS SO MUCH MORE...

519-656-3400
1200 Queens Bush Rd, Wellesley

Monday - Friday 9-6 | Saturday 9-5

HELPING FARMERS
PRODUCE HEALTHY

LIVESTOCK AND
QUALITY CROPS SINCE

1982

Working With
Nature...
Naturally!

www.bio-ag.com 519-656-2460 www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2  • 519.699.5411

Carpet • Tile • Vinyl
Hardwood • Laminate

SICO Paint
Kitchen Cabinets
Bathroom Vanities
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WHERE TIRES ARE A SPECIALTY, NOT A SIDELINE.

Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service

35 Howard Ave., ELMIRA, ON | 519-669-3232 | oktire.com  

WE ARE EXPANDING We’re working hard to complete our 
new, expanded Elmira location. 
Until we make the move this fall, please continue to 
contact us at our Howard Ave, Elmira location

When booking at the 
Apple Inn, Martin says 
there are two room options. 
The first is the ‘Blossom 
Suite’ – an upstairs private 
room with a loft, balcony 
and large en-suite bath-
room. There is also a junior 
suite just off the master 
room so kids can play and 
sleep separate from their 
parents. She says this suite 
costs $159 for one night, 
and $20 comes off for con-
secutive nights up to seven 
nights when 15 per cent is 
taken off the bill. The sec-
ond room is the ‘Harvest 
Suite’ and has a deck ad-
jacent to the room. A cost 
of $129 is applied to this 
room, with $20 coming off 
and a 15 per cent discount 
included in the same man-
ner as the other room.

Martin says seniors also 
get a 10 per cent discount.

Since opening, Martin 
says she has received won-
derful feedback from mem-
bers of the community. 

People who have walked 
through here have told her 
that they just love it, she 
said, noting she just had 
a guest who you could tell 
was just completely relaxed 
and it was just great to see 
and hear how much she 
and others have loved stay-
ing there.

as tariffs. Regulators can 
arbitrarily decrease max-
imum allowable limits of 
measurables such as pesti-
cides, and send shipments 
back. Eventually, such a 
deed might get sorted out 
legally or diplomatically. 
But the bottom line is that 
farmers’ access gets lim-
ited.

And that’s what the 
exporters say is hap-
pening to them. The EU 
Commission and EU 
member states continue 
maintaining a wide range 
of barriers, imposing 
new barriers or failing to 
reduce those that were to 
be lowered or eliminated 
altogether through CETA, 
they say.

They believe that accord-
ing to the CETA deal, our 
agri-food exports to the 
EU of beef, pork, canola 
and grain should be much 
higher. 

Worse is the possibility 
that “significant danger” 
looms as a result of these 
trade procedures. If left 
unchallenged, it will be 
replicated on other com-
modities and in other juris-
dictions. And new EU food 
and agriculture policies 
could make matters even 
worse.

I opposed these chang-
es back in 2017. But as-
surances from Ottawa of 
market access in Europe 
were attractive, overall, 
and it seemed maybe it 
would somehow balance 
out.

It hasn’t. The exporters 
want Ottawa to immedi-
ately deploy what they 
call the Team Canada 
approach, mobilizing con-
certed efforts to defend 
Canadian trade interests 
and resolve the lack of 
respect the EU is showing 
to abide by the spirit of the 
CETA.

The problem is that 
with a pandemic upon 
us, Europe is not very 
concerned about what 
Canada wants. If it thinks 
it’s better to drag its feet 
and feed its people Euro-
pean-grown food, that’s 
what it will do.

Perhaps, as the export-
ers say, the time has come 
for Canada to be forceful 
in seeking a resolution to 
issues that continue to un-
dermine Canada’s access to 
the EU.

Owen Roberts is a journalist 
and research administrator at 
the University of Guelph. Past-
President, International Federation 
of Agricultural Journalists. Guelph, 
Ontario, Canada.

 � ROBERTS: Exporters looking 
to Ottawa to take a more active role

FROM 09

 � B&B: Even the timing of the launch hasn't been an issue, says owner
FROM 09

Sheryl Martin says there's been great support from the community and guests alike.   [SEAN HEEGER]



We're in the heart of agriculture 
science and innovation in Canada.
Make a connection to producers, 
scientists and entrepreneurs.
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Average farmland values in Canada are once again 
showing modest increases for the first half of 2020, 
although the full impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has 
yet to be weighed, according to a review by Farm Cred-
it Canada. The national average for farmland values 
increased an average of 3.7% for the first half this year. 
Average farmland values have increased every year 
since 1993; however, increases were more pronounced 
from 2011 to 2015 in many different regions. In 2015, for 
instance, the average increase was 10%.

Cover crops grown over winter are the right thing 
to do, according to some local producers who 
participated in the Grand River Conservation Au-
thority’s Rural Water Quality Program and received 
an incentive payment last year. The program 
offers a per acre incentive to applicants in Waterloo 
Region, Wellington, Brant, Haldimand, and Dufferin 
counties. Applications for the cover crop program 
can be submitted now for payment in spring 2021. 

www.grandriver.ca/ruralwater

FARM VALUES COVER CROP FUNDS

www.cribit.com  

519-664-3701 

You’ll see the benefits 

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

63 Union St., Elmira 
www.rytechmachine.ca

SPECIALIZING IN:
• FERTILIZER (Agricultural & Commercial)
• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845

As California burns, so does our winter lettuce
Canada depends on imports for fruits and vegetables. We need to think differently about how we feed ourselves during cold months

California is on fire. Al-
though most of the fire-af-
fected territory has nothing 
to do with agriculture, the 
smoke is so intense that it 
could damage many crops.

With fall's arrival, the 
California fires could affect 
Canada’s food supply for 
the coming months.

Like the labour issues 
affecting Canadian farmers 
this summer, this is cer-
tainly not good news.

Each year, Canada im-
ports about $3.1 billion 
in food from California, 
according to the California 
Department of Food and 
Agriculture.

Those products (other 
than wine), are led by let-
tuce, almonds, strawber-
ries, raisins, oranges, cauli-
flower, grapes, pistachios, 
onions, spinach and car-
rots. In the fall and winter 
months, the United States 
– especially California – are 
key in replenishing Cana-
da’s grocery baskets.

Given our northern 

climate, we need import 
options to keep the cost of 
food reasonable.

With a relatively strong 
Canadian dollar, there was 
nothing too much to worry 
about. COVID-19 made 
things a little more difficult 
over the last six months, of 
course, but our food secu-
rity has never really been 
compromised.

Obviously, Mother Na-

ture now has other plans.
In California, major fires 

burn almost every year. But 
as in many ways, 2020 is 
different.

And California’s wildfire 
season usually extends 
from July to November, 
when hot, dry winds are 
most frequent. The wildfire 
season usually doesn’t end 
until the first major rain-
storm of the winter arrives.

This year, nearly 8,000 
fires have already burned 
more than three million 
acres, a record for Califor-
nia. At one point, smoke 
covered almost half of the 
state’s territory.

Climate change has dra-
matically increased the risk 
of forest fires in California 
and elsewhere. Alberta had 
a hellish summer barely 
two years ago. Quebec has 

produced in the U.S. come 
from California, and more 
than half the fruits and 
nuts from the U.S. are pro-
duced in the state.

Behind the European 
Union, Canada is Califor-
nia’s second largest cus-
tomer for food. Our influ-
ence is real. But in the con-
text of a pandemic, any-
thing can happen. Some 
American sellers might 
prioritize the domestic 
market to the detriment of 
Canadian importers.

If the harvest for certain 
foodstuffs in California is 
compromised – lettuce, 
strawberries and cauliflow-
er, for example – our im-
porters will have no option 
but to buy elsewhere. With 
the loonie hovering around 
US$0.76, we should be fine, 
but the California situation 
complicates things for our 
importers.

We import during winter 
months because we have 
few other options. The 

experienced periods of sig-
nificant drought in recent 
years.

There have also been 
major floods in Manitoba 
and Quebec. And the list 
of weather anomalies goes 
on.

The fires, coupled with 
pandemic-related com-
plexities, have made things 
more complicated this fall. 
A third of the vegetables IMPORTS | 13
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Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-323235 Howard Ave.  Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

FALL MAINTENANCE

100 Union St. Elmira, ON
519-669-0524

 › Aerators
 › Aeraseeder
 › Blowers
 › Hedge Clippers
 › Lawn Edgers

 › Mowers
 › Lawn Rollers
 › Wheelbarrows
 › Sod Cutters 

For a complete list of tools available visit woolwichrentals.ca 
or email info@woolwichrentals.ca

Prepare now for a lush lawn next year.

CUSTOM SERVICE INC.

CUSTOM FARMING
• •
• •
• •
•

RENTAL EQUIPMENT
• •

• •

pandemic and climate 
change are stark reminders 
of how important it is to 
provide our food economy 
with sustainable options 
going forward.

Producing fruits and 
vegetables here is one 
thing, but we need a strong 
sectoral approach. That 

 � IMPORTS: Looking at extending local growing season with greenhouses

The North American fer-
tilizer industry, together 
in partnership with the 
Nature Conservancy, have 
made another advance-
ment in the continued 
push for the adoption of 
4R Nutrient Stewardship 
by forming the Global 
Nutrient Stewardship Cer-
tification Council (NSCC). 
The NSCC will serve as the 
international governing 
body of the 4R Nutrient 
Stewardship Certification 
program. 

Fertilizer Canada, along 
with The Fertilizer Insti-
tute (TFI) and The Nature 
Conservancy, recently 
signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) 
outlining their commit-
ment to the continued de-
velopment and expansion 

of the North American 4R 
Certification Program. The 
Global NSCC will create 
consistency amongst geog-
raphies, maintain program 
rigour, and ensure core 
auditable requirements 
are represented in each 
geographies’ standards. 
The partnership will also 
provide guidance to new 
entities interested in de-
veloping programs in their 
geographies, the organiza-
tion said in a release earli-
er this month.

“The North American 
fertilizer industry has 
developed a robust sci-
ence-based 4R Certifica-
tion program for agri-re-
tailers which validates the 
climate-smart agricultural 
practices of their growers,” 
said Garth Whyte, presi-

dent and CEO of Fertilizer 
Canada. “The 4R Certi-
fication program further 
demonstrates the fertilizer 
industry’s commitment to 
increase on-farm crop pro-
ductivity and fertilizer ef-
ficiency while also demon-
strating our leadership in 
sustainable agriculture.” 

4R Nutrient Steward-
ship is an internationally 
recognized framework 
that can be tailored to 
fit specific crop types, 
climates and soils. Over 
the last decade, Fertilizer 
Canada has implemented 
the 4Rs through both the 
4R Certification and 4R 
Designation Programs. De-
veloped for agri-retailers, 
these voluntary programs 
quantify their sustainable 
efforts through collecting 

and reporting acres that 
are applying 4R Nutrient 
Stewardship practices. 

“The development and 
implementation of clear, 
concise and achievable 
standards provide ag re-
tailers with a consistent 4R 
framework that guides the 
delivery of products and 
services to the farm com-
munity across Ontario,” 
said Dave Buttenham, CEO 
of the Ontario Agri-Busi-
ness Association.  “It is im-
perative that the 4R Certi-
fication standards guiding 
Right Source @ Right Rate, 
Right Time, Right Place are 
continuously reviewed and 
updated to ensure they use 
the most recent technol-
ogy, research and science 
available to the industry.”

Fertilizer Canada, to-

Fertilizer Canada a key signatory in the launch of the  
Global 4R Nutrient Stewardship Certification Council

gether with the 4R Ontar-
io Steering Committee, 
amended the audited 4R 
Certification Program 
from Ohio to meet the 
conditions in Ontario, 
while at the same time en-
suring alignment between 
cross-border efforts aimed 
at the long-term improve-
ment of the Great Lakes 
water quality, particularly 
Lake Erie. The program 
has since expanded to 
include Prince Edward 
Island, with the 4R Des-
ignation Program being 
implemented in Western 
Canada.

The 4R Certification 
Program is a voluntary, 
industry-led program that 

promotes the sustainable 
use of nutrients on ag-
ricultural fields, which 
significantly reduces and 
prevents nutrients run-
off. The program certifies 
nutrient service provider’s 
business practices against 
the principles of 4R Nutri-
ent Stewardship. 4R Cer-
tified agri retail sites con-
duct annual, independent, 
third-party audits which 
validate their understand-
ing of the 4R principles, 
nutrient recommendations 
and application practices, 
and documentation. Fol-
lowing and recommenda-
tion and implementation 
of 4R principles with their 
grower customers.

will include consumers 
actively participating in 
the growth of the sector. 
And the products must 
be good, environmentally 
friendly and, above all, 
inexpensive.

Several types of con-
trolled agriculture plans 
can be integrated into an 
ambitious strategy to serve 

Canada’s economy, in ur-
ban and rural settings. Tra-
ditional greenhouses, roof-
top greenhouses or inte-
grated agricultural spaces 
such as vertically-stacked 
hydroponic crops are some 
of the scenarios.

In many parts of the 
country, energy is clean 
and space is cheap. Many 

regions can dream of feed-
ing citizens affordable 
products while developing 
other markets.

Recalled produce from 
California this summer, 
such as peaches and on-
ions, could also motivate 
us to rethink our produc-
tion models for winter 
months.

FROM 12
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

There must have been some pent-up demand for go-
ing to the movies, as Cineplex this week announced 
there have been 1.5 million visitors to its theatres 
since July 1. Moviegoers have consumed more than 
460 million kernels of popcorn and nearly 60,000 hot 
dogs.

The finals of this year’s Wellesley Idol youth talent 
competition are set for Saturday, to be streamed on-
line. The three finalists are Cassandra Dammeier, 14, 
of Elmira; Chiara Heard, 16, of New Dundee; and Mitch 
Roemer, 12, of Conestogo. The online broadcast will 
also include special guest performances from Hadley 
Mustakas, Jordan Vogt and Jorja Smith, as well as 
from Wellesley singer/songwriter Sean Bertram. 

www.facebook.com/wellesleyidol/live

OUT TO THE MOVIES IDOL TIME

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

20+ years in business

JULIANE SHANTZ
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

“Our reputation”
is your

“guarantee”

NEW TO THE CLINIC

www.earandhearingclinic.com
519-669-4425

WE’RE OPEN!

69 Arthur St. S. Elmira ON

CURBSIDE SERVICE
NOW AVAILABLE!

• Scheduled Appointments
• Masks Mandatory 
• Online Shop - NEW

Only clinic in Elmira with 
CERTIFIED AUDIOLOGISTS!

Contact clinic for more details 

STILL IN A HOLDING PATTERN

Elora Community Theatre president Deb Stanson, seen here outside the Fergus Grand Theatre, is disappointed about having to cancel this weekend’s planned 
outdoor concert event.  [DAMON MACLEAN]

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Summer stock productions 
are a mainstay of the the-
atre. The Elora Community 
Theatre, for instance, has 
been offering outdoor 
performances for seven 
years via its Shakespeare 
in the Park presentations. 
With COVID-19 having hit 
theatre groups particularly 
hard, taking things outside 
seemed like the best – and 
perhaps only – option to 
adhere to the motto that 
the show must go on.

ECT had been ready to 
get back in gear this week-
end when fears of a second 
wave of COVID-19 prompt-
ed the group to put on hold 
the Trillium concerts and 
Wellington-Waterloo Sing-
ers at the Elora Centre for 
the Arts. The fundraising 
event will be rescheduled 
for next spring.

Postponements have be-
come part of a new reality 
for performers.

Heather McGuigan was 
initially set to perform in 
the 2020 Stratford season, 
and then everything shut 
down. Instead of letting 
her creative energy and 
attitude waste throughout 
the coming months, she 
came up with the idea of 
forming Heather’s Garden 
Variety, “which is now 10 
different outdoor concerts 
that feature a wide variety 
of musical theater per-
formers.” 

Each of the 35 shows, to 

Elora Community Theatre had planned for fundraising performance Sunday at the Elora Centre for the Arts

Coronavirus worries prompts cancellation of outdoor show

have been staged through-
out southwestern Ontario, 
has a different name, each 
of a unique flower. Sun-
day’s Elora performance 
day was to run under the 
moniker of ‘Trillium.’ For 
McGuigan, the show was to 
be homecoming of sorts.

“I actually did my very, 
very first professional con-
tract in Elora at the Grand 
Theatre in a musical called 
‘Race Days,’ so it is really 
cool to come back and per-
form again.”

The other two members 
of McGuigan’s trio to have 
performed at Trillium are 
Aidan deSalaiz and Billy 
Lake. DeSalaiz was also set 
to be in this year’s Stratford 
Festival Season for Wendy 
and Peter and Spamalot 
alongside McGuigan. And 
Lake was getting ready for 
Drayton Entertainment’s 
performances of the new 
classic, Kinky Boots.

The Trillium show be-
gins with the ‘Be our guest’ 
portion of the event, where 
the trio perform a variety of 
children’s Broadway musi-
cals and Disney classics for 
the whole family to enjoy. 
Running with the title of 
the portion, McGuigan’s 
favourite cut from the cat-
alogue is Beauty and the 
Beast’s ‘Be our Guest.’

Next on the agenda is an 
hour-long concert featur-
ing the youth of Waterloo/
Wellington areas. Followed 
up by the closing set of 
the evening ‘Seasons of 
Love,’ a general range of 

Broadway classics and new 
cuts. “We’ve got ‘Come 
from away’ we’ve got ‘The 
Last Five Years’ we’ve got 
‘Shrink.’ We’ve got Chica-
go, we have Little Shop of 
Horrors, we have Into the 
Woods. We have a truly a 
wide variety. From come-
dy to some truly touching 

pieces. Lots of duets lots 
of trios. Every one of them 
is what we in the business 
called a ‘big thing,’” said 
McGuigan.

The concert was to be 
the second outdoor perfor-
mance ECT has been in-
volved with over the sum-
mer. After a successful set 

of virtual ZOOM plays, ECT 
performed Love Letters, a 
play with a two-person cast 
that included Centre Wel-
lington Township Mayor 
Kelly Linton.

While ECT president Deb 
Stanson had been hoping 
to welcome people to Sun-
day’s event, the growing 

number of COVID-19 cases 
prompted the cancellation, 
she said.

“Although ECT is ex-
tremely disappointed not 
to be able to present these 
talented singers we recog-
nize that the health and 
safety of our patrons and 
members is foremost.”
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online: 
observerxtra.com/classified-residential

 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online: 
observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
observerxtra.com/media-kit

Is hiring for the position of 

TEMPORARY WINTER OPERATOR
for the Public Works Department

For job description and how to apply
Please visit: www.wellesley.ca

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
Jacob Auctions Ltd. 

519-276-1575

ANTIQUE SHOP 
CLOSING –  

HUGE ON-LINE 
AUCTION

Of
Antiques, collectibles, furniture and 
miscellaneous items, to be held at  
1843 Sawmill Rd.In Conestogo, for  

Bill McAllister

CLOSING STARTS  
WEDNESDAY, OCT 14TH AT 6:00 P.M. 

FURNITURE:  Fumed oak flatwall cupboard.  
Numerous china cabinets, display cabinets 
& shelving units. Outstanding tiger oak 
fireplace mantle with electric insert.  Roll 
top desk.  Unique pine lawyer’s desk.  Fumed 
oak drop front desk. Buffets. Sideboard.  
Ext. tables with leaves. Oak centre pedestal 
table with leaves. Fumed oak tables.  Blanket 
boxes. Parlour tables. 8 washstands.  
Eastlake dresser with lamp shelves.  Chests 
of drawers. Wooden beds (1 with claw feet). 
Oak library table.  Nesting tables, etc.  
ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES:  Pequegnat 
“Woodstock” wall clock.  Ornate German 
wall clock. Gingerbread & mantle clocks.  
Crocks & jugs.  2 – CPR railway lanterns, nice.  
Lots of old tools (wooden planes, etc.).  Brass 
blow torches.  Kitchen collectibles.  Wooden 
butter molds. Signs. Graniteware. Milk 
bottle collection. Stereoscopes & cards. Oil 
tins. Old cameras. Cigarette & tobacco tins.  
Hummels. Royal Doultons. Lladro figurines. 
Oil lamp collection including hanging lamp.  
Oil on canvass.  Lots of pictures and prints.  
Home Hardware & Canadian Tire coin 
banks. Stenciled boxes. Roseville pottery.  
Insulators. Textiles. Royal Albert Centennial 
Rose set of china. Lots of china. 
LIST GOES ON!! SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE. Over 900 lots! See www.
jacobauctions.hibid.com for catalogue, etc.  
TERMS – cash, cheque or E-transfer. 13% 
buyer’s premium and HST in effect.  
PREVIEW – Thurs. Oct 8th from 3pm until 
8pm and Mon Oct 12th from 10am until 5pm.  
Bidding starts to close Oct 14th at 6pm

Busy medical office
in Woolwich Township 

seeking a

REGISTERED
NURSE (RN)

for casual part-time work.
The successful candidate will be 

flexible to work evenings and 
Saturdays and some week days.

Please submit your resumé to:
elmiramedicalclinic@gmail.com

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

AUCTION

Controller / Accountant

The Company: EFS-plastics is one of North America’s leading 
plastic recyclers, focused on converting post-consumer mixed 
plastics (#3-7) and plastic film into high-quality resin pellets. As 
global concern around plastic waste rises, EFS looks to grow by 
providing a sustainable alternative to virgin plastic. We currently 
have two locations in Listowel, ON and Hazelton, PA.

• Our mission is to protect the environment and reduce waste 
by processing post-consumer recycled plastics into a viable, 
mainstream resource.

• We believe in being trusted partners for our customers, loyal 
neighbours in our communities, and consistent stewards of 
our environment. 

The Position: We’re looking for an Accountant / Controller who is 
eager to work with our Accounting and Management team. 

Responsibilities:
• Developing and maintaining managerial reporting and 

statistics to ensure relevant information is communicated to 
management

• Ensuring that records are maintained to report in accordance 
with generally accepted accounting principles

• Responsible for financial forecasts and projections and oversee 
internal accounting control policies and procedures

• Interpreting and reporting operating results as they affect the 
financial aspect of the organization

•  Working with our external accountant on year ends

Requirements:
• Chartered Professional Accountant or equivalent
• 5 years experience in financial analysis for manufacturing
• Experienced with Sage 50 and Excel
• Motivated and self-driven
• Excellent communication skills
• Work well in a team environment

Why Should You Apply? 
• Receive a competitive salary and leading industry benefits 
• Maintain a healthy work-life balance by working 1-2 days

per week from home after the probation period
• Be on the frontier of addressing the growing plastic 

waste problem

Please apply by email: jobs@efs-plastics.ca

Grow the circular economy and your career with us.

PARTTIME WEEKEND 
OVERNIGHT SUPPORT STAFF  

ALL TRAINING PROVIDED
OTHER SHIFTS ALSO AVAILABLE. 

Supporting adults in group home settings 
during the overnight hours. 
Midnight to 7 a.m. and 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
Salary $18.36 to $19.64 per hour 
plus vacation pay

Please send resumes to: 
Laurie Thomson 

Human Resources Director 
118 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira, ON. N3B 2Y9

Fax: 519-669-3444
e-mail: lthomson@elmiraacl.com 

We thank all individuals for their interest only those 
granted an interview will receive a reply.

www.elmiradcl.com

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING AT 
SCHNURR'S GROCERY 
Store in Linwood. Four 
full days per week, 
closed Sunday's. Call 
519-897-2600.

WORK WANTED

EXPERIENCED MEN-
NONITE CLEANING 
lady. In Elmira & Floradale 
area only. Call Darlene at 
519-496-1241.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

CHOICE TUTORING--
LEE ANN SMITH -OVER 
10 years tutoring experi-
ence -Qualified Bachelor's 
Degree and Education 
Assistant Diploma -Sup-
porting Online, Hybrid 
and Full-Time Learning 
-Follows Health and Safe-
ty Guidelines -Fluent in 
Google Classroom and 
Chromebooks and multi-
ple grades and subjects 
-Gives parents control 
over the safety and quality 
of their child's learning 
Contact me at 226-789-
9355 or email me at  
zambonicat21@gmail.com

FOR SALE

LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35.  
519-635-8737.

ONE FLAT WALL GLASS 
DOOR CUPBOARD. NAT-
ural finish. 519-698-2105.

AUCTIONS

ANTIQUE SHOP CLOS-
ING HUGE ON-LINE 
Auction. Antiques, col-
lectibles, furniture and 
miscellaneous items, to 
be held at 1843 Sawmill 
Rd. In Conestogo, for Bill 

LIVE AUCTION  
 9 Lawrence St. in Wellesley for the 
complete liquidation of Lantz Lawn 

and Garden Limited on:
SATURDAY OCTOBER 3 AT 10:00 AM

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: 2010 GMC Sierra 
company truck; new lawn mowers; snow 
blowers; new trimmers; new inventory; 
Riding lawnmowers, large selection of shop 
equipment including welders; presses; tool 
chests; torches; quantity of hand and power 
tools and many other items from a well eqiupt 
shop. Over 70 years of family business, owner 
retiring, full list and pics on jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION

McAllister. Closing starts 
Wednesday, Oct 14th at 
6:00 p.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451

LIVE AUCTION SALE 
OF JD 425 RIDING 
mower, woodworking 
tools, hand tools, JD 
farm toys, antiques, 
collectibles, furniture & 
Miscellaneous items, to 
be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 
Wilmot Twp. 2 miles 
south of Wellesley, For 
Darcy Zinn, New Dundee 
and additions, on Satur-
day, October, 10th @ 9:30 
a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451.

LIVE AUCTION SALE 
OF TOOLS, HOUSE-
hold goods, antiques, 
trees, & miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 5750 
Schummer Line, Welles-
ley Twp. (2 miles south-
west of Linwood \endash 
west off Manser Rd.) for 
Melvin & Fern Weber, on 
Wednesday Oct. 14th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 619-699-4451 
or 698-0138

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking,  
519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

SEED WHEAT AND FER-
TILIZER COMPETITIVE 
pricing. Rye seed, winter 
barley. Hard red wheat, 
Gallus. Soft red wheats 
Branson, Measure, Mark-
er, Emperor and more. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

SEEKING PARTICIPANTS 
FOR THE FIRST ANNUAL 
Elmira Handmade Studio 
Tour 2021. Would you 
like to sell your hand-
made items from your 
porch or home during a 
one day Studio Tour on 
a Saturday in September 
of 2021? We are trying 
to determine if there are 
enough people interested 
in participating. What's 
your niche? Crocheting, 
canning or baking from 
a licensed kitchen, one of 
a kind art, woodworking, 
crafting, photography, 
quilting, sewing, home 
decor items, etc? Please 
let us know what you 
want to sell and provide 
some photos, and con-
tact us for more informa-
tion at ElmiraHandmade-
StudioTour@gmail.com.

AUTOMOTIVE

2009 CHRYSLER 300 
BLACK. VERY LOW 
mileage 80,000 km. Well 
maintained, no rust, 
runs well. Complete 
winter tires. $6900.  
519-820-7814.

RENTALS

RESPONSIBLE MALE 
LOOKING TO RENT A 
room or apt. in St. 
Clements or Linwood. 
Needs to live in area for 
volunteer firefighting. 
519-748-8714.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

CUSTOM APPLE 
PRESSING & JUICE 
Sales by appointment. 
Order early for best 
availability. Cedar Ridge 
Pressing, 3175 Northfield 
Dr., 519-669-3541, Elmira.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

YOUR BUSINESS  

HERE EVERY WEEK  

DELIVERED TO HOMES 

IN WOOLWICH,  

WELLESLEY &  

WATERLOO.

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

We support our
Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:
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Anti-Racism Advisory 
Working Group – 

Citizen Appointments
Do you have personal lived experience and an 
interest in anti-racism work? Based on community 
input, we’re taking action to eliminate systemic 
racism within the workplace and services delivered 
at the Region. 

A community led selection committee will 
pick members for a two-year term to help 
create an Anti-Racism Plan for the Region 
of Waterloo. For more information including 
mandate, responsibilities, meeting frequency and 
compensation, view the Terms of Reference and 
apply to be on the Anti-Racism Advisory Working 
Group at www.engagewr.ca/anti-racism.

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Call us for a 
FREE quotation 

and legal review of 
your transactions!

BE READY FOR 
THE SUMMER

REAL ESTATE 
MARKET! 

opportunity to vote online 
through a Google form 
being sent out by teachers. 
This will allow students to 
have their say even without 
being at school.

While the campaign has 
been going on, Protopapas 
says the only thing they 
wanted from the four can-
didates is to ensure they are 
being smart while doing 
their online campaigns. 

The school is making sure 
they are being good digital 
citizens, she said, noting 
she needs them to be smart 
about what they are posting 
online. She is also asking 
them to practice social dis-
tancing if they are interact-
ing with anyone in order to 
keep everyone safe. 

Links to each student’s 
Instagram can be found 
below:
@rintoul4coprez,  
@runstedler4coprez, 
@cortes4coprez,  
@perry4coprez.

Lauren Rintoul, Connor Cortes and Georgia Perry, three of the four candidates for EDSS co-president, alongside teacher Irene Protopapas. [SEAN HEEGER]

EDSS goes virtual with 
election for student council

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

It’s an anything-but-usual 
year for EDSS students, so 
why should voting for their 
student council presidents 
be any different?

As with much of their 
learning, the election of two 
co-presidents is being car-
ried out online.

From the campaign right 
down to the voting, every-
thing is being done in the 
digital world. Such are the 
COVID-19 realities at Elmira 
District Secondary School.

Irene Protopapas, instruc-
tor for the Leadership and 
Student Activities program, 
says this campaign gives all 
candidates the chance to 
be creative and showcase 
what they can do for a year 
where things will be much 
different.

“We really need these 
candidates to kind of think 
outside the box because 

we haven’t been able to 
really have our students all 
connect with each other 
and we still want to create 
that sense of community 
here. We want to make sure 
everybody’s still having a 
good time at school, while 
obviously learning. It’s kind 
of like that balance that 
students need, so we really 
need them to get creative 
this year and try to figure 
out ways that they can con-
nect – obviously mostly vir-
tually – with the students, 
to still have that fun, Lancer 
experience,” said Protopa-
pas. 

“We want everybody to 
kind of have their voice and 
feel welcome here. And so 
that’s what we’re trying to 
do with the elections and 
have those co-presidents 
be able to represent the stu-
dents.”

The election has run all 
week long, beginning on 
Monday, and will conclude 

tomorrow (Friday 25) with 
the election and announce-
ment of the winners. 

This year’s candidates in-
clude Lauren Rintoul, Lexi 
Runstedler, Georgia Perry 
and Connor Cortes.

Protopapas says in a nor-
mal year the election would 
have run in April, with the 
elected officials chosen 
and ready to go for the new 
school year. In addition to 
the early election, students 
would normally have the 
time to campaign in person 
to conduct meet-and-greet 
events while hanging post-
ers, banners, and other 
campaign paraphernalia. 
Because they are so pressed 
for time this year, students 
are relegated to using social 
media for their campaign 
which still includes posters, 
videos and other things over 
platforms like Instagram to 
connect with students and 
get their messages out. 

Students will have the 

AN ONLINE ELECTION

ads@woolwichobserver.com
Email your inquires  to: 

Full colour photo of your graduate 

Classifieds 

for KIDS  
ADVERTISE:
• Babysitting
• Tutoring 
• Lawn Mowing 
• Dog Walking 
• Yard Work
• Events 

FREE
A place where KIDS can advertise
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Happy 50th Anniversary 
Bonnie and Harvey Martin

With love from your family!

Happy 50th Anniversary
Otto & Sue

Love your family
Please send best wishes to 

www.kudoboard.com/boards/iko76p5m

Happy 80th Birthday
Diane Bloch
September 28, 1940

With love from your family

ANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARY

BIRTHDAY

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Winterbourne - Country setting close to the city! This 
lovingly updated 3 Bedroom century home offers a large eat 
in kitchen with lots of cabinet and counter space and a gas 
fireplace in the living room . The main floor master bedroom 
luxury addition features heated floors, custom Van Del 
cabinetry, plus a 3 pc ensuite . The upper floor offers 2 good 
sized bedrooms as well as an office area. This 100 x 150 foot 
property is a hobbyist's dream with a detached 30X40 
insulated shop for all of your recreational equipment or work 
from home! Lots of parking and a wraparound covered porch 
with a clear view of the country side make this a very relaxing 
setting. Updates within the last 5 years include roof, new 100 
amp service & panel, septic bed, 8x12 shed, well filters and 
pump, gas fireplace, master bedroom and ensuite addition, 
back concrete patio and pergola. Don't miss this one!!

SOLD

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

F A M I LY  A L B U M

$369,900 
Great Starter on 1 1/2 acres, 3/4 acre wooded, 
recently renovated with open concept main 
floor, new furnace 2019, new roof 2017, main 
floor laundry, 3 bed, 2 bath, large new deck, 
new workshop/garage 36' x 24'. MLS. 

Serving the community for 28 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

FREE Market Evaluation
NEW

LISTING!

SOLD

THE PARTY MIGHT BE CANCELLED BUT THE NOTICE DOESN'T NEED TO BE. 
CELEBRATE YOUR MILESTONES IN THE OBSERVER!

PROPERTY 
AUCTION  

SATURDAY OCTOBER 10 AT 10:00 AM

PROPERTY:  Consisting of a red brick raised 
bungalow with 2 bedrooms; large living room 
with large window; kitchen with dining area 
with doors to large deck; house is heated 
by a gas furnace; water softener; rented 
water heater; central air; finished family 
room in basement; laundry room; fruit cellar; 
entrance to attached single car garage; 4 
piece bath with Jacuzzi tub. Fridge; stove; 
washer; dryer; upright freezer included. 
Property enjoys a large backyard with 
mature trees and large deck.  a great starter 
home in a sought after area of Elmira close 
to downtown; schools; churches; etc. House 
needs some updating to suit your tastes. 

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION



CLASSIFIED NOTICES  | 19THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2020 |  THE OBSERVER 

F A M I LY  A L B U M

Imrie, Madelyne Helen 
1924-2020

With certain hope of her eternal 
life through the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Madelyne Helen (Capeling) Imrie 
passed away peacefully into Glory 
at her home in Conestogo on Friday, 
September 18, 2020, in her 97th 
year. She was surrounded by her 
six children, David (Wendy), Susan 
Carlson (Bruce), Beverley Schmidt 
(Gordon), Barbara Duguay (Kevin), 
Jane Hesselink (Jerry) and Catherine 
Vos (Pieter).

She was predeceased by her husband 
John in 2017 and will be lovingly 
remembered by her 15 grandsons, 9 
granddaughters, 15 respective spouses 
and 18 great grandchildren. 

Madelyne was born in Toronto, 
daughter of Austin Capeling and Edna 
Dauberger, and sister to Mary Riley 
and Kathleen Hann. She pursued a 
career in nursing, graduating from 
Women’s College Hospital in 1947. 
In 1953, Madelyne and John began 
their farming life in Victoria County 
before retiring to Conestogo. Madelyne 
was a devoted Christian, a farmer’s 
wife, a mother and a nurse, working 
many years at the Ross Memorial 
Hospital in Lindsay. She was a friend 
and a blessing to many in both the 
Woodville and Conestogo communities. 
A private family internment was held 
on Monday, September 21st, at South 
Eldon cemetery in Woodville. In lieu 
of flowers, memorial donations can 
be made to St. Matthews Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Conestogo.

For I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto Him 
against that day. 2 Timothy 1:12

www.grahamgiddyfh.com /

Hales, Florence (Dolly) Agnes (nee Brohman) 
July 18, 1940  - September 15, 2020

Surrounded by her loving family, Dolly passed away 
peacefully at Sunnyside Home, Kitchener on September 15, 
2020 at the age of 80 years.

Loving wife of Playford Hales for 59 years. Amazing mother of 
Janine Schill (Ed), Anna Hornburg (Mark), Steve (Julie), Rob 
(Kim), Sharon Hales (Greg Barbour), and Tony (Dana). Her 
determination, love, strength, faith, selflessness and caring 
gave them the foundation to grow and become the wonderful 
people they are today. She allowed them to be themselves 
and follow their dreams; beaming with pride and huge smiles 
as she watched them grow and build their own families. 

Dolly was the best Grandma. She shared her love, wisdom 
and time with her grandchildren: Leanne Schultz (Brock), 
Lynsey Roeder (Justin), Erin Zlak (Matt), Stacy Merriam 
(Kent), Tyler (Danielle), Emily, Abby, Kate, Megan, Michael, 
Matt, Corey, Sarah, Cole, Ryann, Macy, Lilly, Kris, Sophie, 
Nathalie and great-grandchildren Harper, Emmett, Lennon, 
Violet, Sophia, Issaiah, Skyla and two on the way.  Her legacy 
will live on.

Dolly was the youngest of 12 which grew her strength and 
ingenuity. 

She will be dearly missed by sisters-in-law Joan Brohman, 
Marion Brohman and brother-in-law Garth Anderson and 
many, many nieces, nephews and friends.

Predeceased by her parents Joseph and Dora Brohman, 
siblings Helen, Margaret, Bertha, Elizabeth, George, Andy, 
Catherine, Jeanette, James and Frances. 

Her love of family and friends was strong and she spent her 
life creating beautiful memories for those around her.  Dolly 
loved to help however she could, whether it was to help raise 
her nieces and nephews, host a gathering or help Playford 
operate a small farm and build his trucking business.

Dolly loved to be busy, but was always home for her children 
before and after school and for dinner every night. She loved 
her work at Brox’s, the Elmira Racetrack and retired after 20 
years from the purchasing department at Home Hardware.  
She loved shopping, baking (especially Rice Krispie squares) 
and country music. She was a great party planner, social 
butterfly and was always ready for a road trip. Dolly stayed 
active teaching line dance lessons, golfing, curling and 
walking. She was very involved with her church and 
community and loved spending her summers at Driftwood 
Beach Park with Playford and her friends.

Dolly’s family is very thankful to everyone at Sunnyside 
Home LTC for their wonderful care and love of her over 
the past year. Donations to Sunnyside Foundation or the 
Alzheimer Society (Waterloo-Wellington) are appreciated in 
lieu of flowers.

Visitation was held on Sunday, September 20, 2020 at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home. A mass and celebration of Dolly’s 
life was held on Monday, September 21, 2020 at St. Teresa 
of Avila RC Church. A private family interment followed in  
St. Teresa’s RC Cemetery.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, D. Lynne
Peacefully passed away with her family 
by her side on Friday, September 18, 
2020 at Grand River Hospital - Freeport 
Campus at the age of 75. Beloved wife 
and soul mate of Larry Martin for 54 
years. Mother of Donna and Mark Smith, 
Doug and Connie Martin. Grandmother 
of Devon and Jasemine Smith. Sister 
of Helene Sellery and Walt Atkinson. 
Lovingly remembered by her nieces, 
nephews and their families. Predeceased 
by her parents Herb and Nellie (Rogers) 
Atkinson, and sister Marion Brennan. At 
Lynne’s request, cremation has taken 
place. Visitation will be held on Saturday, 
September 26, 2020 from 1-5 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Masks are mandatory. Please 
remain in your vehicle until an attendant 
invites you in. Family interment in West 
Montrose Cemetery will take place 
at a later date. In Lynne’s memory, 
donations to Trinity United Church, 
Elmira, West Montrose United Church, 
or Harmonize for Speech Foundation 
would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com 
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Georgina Alberta Harris
Georgina passed away peacefully, after 
a short illness, at St. Jacobs Place, St. 
Jacobs, Ontario, on Thursday, September 
17, 2020 at the age of 94. Georgina was 
predeceased by her loving husband of 66 
years, “Bing” in 2012.
Dear mother of Bob and Heather of 
Hawkesville, Dane and Christina of 
Ottawa, Ron and Tracey of Strathroy. 
Loving grandmother of Michael and his 
wife Nicole, Nathan and his wife Emma, 
Kristen, Crystal, Melissa, Kevin and 
Chad. Great-grandmother to Autumn 
and Irelyn, Hannah and James.
Lovingly remembered by her many 
nieces, nephews and their families. 
Predeceased by her parents Burton and 
Myrtle (Lee) Corman of Stoney Creek, 
her brothers Ellis and Elmon, and sisters 
Marion and Irma.
At Georgina’s request cremation has 
taken place. A celebration of life will be 
announced at a later date.
If so desired, in lieu of flowers, donations 
to Calvary United Church (48 Hawkesville 
Road, Box 189, St. Jacobs, N0B 2N0) 
would be appreciated as expressions of 
sympathy.
Our heartfelt thanks to the staff at St. 
Jacobs Place, the Waterloo Wellington 
LHIN, and the Care Partners Palliative 
Care Team who worked together to care 
for Mom with tender compassion and 
kindness.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com 

OBITUARY

A Card of Thanks
With deepest and sincere apologies because of 
the Covid Epidemic, there was no visitation. 
A backyard service and celebration of life 
was held September 12, 2020 for the late 
Charles Earl Auger. After a fighting 
battle of 103 days in the hospital, 
passing away on March 16, 2020 at 
Hospice Wellington, Guelph. Sadly 
missed every day, his love and 
memories will live in our hearts 
forever. Life sometimes is not fair! 
Our sincere thanks to Rev. Bruce 
Sweet, Dreisinger Funeral Home 
staff, Hospice Wellington, friends, 
neighbours and especially family 
for their donations, flowers, food, 
condolences in every way and especially 
for their prayers and support of kindness. 
Rules and numbers had to be followed,  
I trust that everyone understood. Thanks to all.

Love from the family: wife Joan, son Dwayne, daughter Bonnie Reed and families.

THANK YOU

BOLENDER, GLADYS 
(MATTUSCH) - 
Peacefully passed 
away on Tuesday, 
September 15, 
2020, at Derbecker's 
Heritage House, St. 
Jacobs at the age of 
100.

KUEPFER ,ALLAN 
LEBOLD - Passed 
away on Wednesday, 
September 16, 2020 
at Freeport Health 
Centre at the age 
of 80. Allan was 
born near Linwood, 
Ontario on February 
29, 1940.

MOSER, JOHN 
CHARLES - Peace-
fully on Saturday 
September 19, 2020 
at Grand River Hospi-
tal in Kitchener at the 
age of 93 years.

DEATH NOTICES

IN PRINT. 
IN DEPTH. 
ONLINE.

Visit observerxtra.com for a brand new online 
experience reading or listening to your local news. 
A much more robust site that improves reading and 

sharing your news with friends and family.



OBSERVERXTRA .COM |  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2020 | 20

Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

The Region of Waterloo recognized Grand River Foods 
for changes that save 2.9 million litres of drinking wa-
ter each year, giving it the Water Efficiency Excellence 
Award. The region’s Water Efficient Technology (WET) 
Program helped fund the company’s water audits 
and a new hand wash station that uses on-demand 
sensors, instead of an inefficient foot-pedal system, 
cutting water use by 84%.

Having gone virtual for the 18th annual Doors Open 
event, the organization has now posted the second set 
of eight videos taking viewers behind the scenes at the 
likes of the Region of Waterloo International Airport. 

www.youtube.com/user/regionofwaterloo

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Shavonne

Shavonne works in our accounts receivable keeping our bookwork 
organized and running smoothly. She has been with us for 5 years. 

Together with her husband, they own CrossFit Elmira where she 
enjoys spending time with the community. She enjoys playing golf, 
tennis, and spending time outdoors. She is also looking forward to 
traveling again when it’s safe to do so. 

EXCELLENT EFFICIENCY MORE DOORS OPEN

I f you have cream, sug-
ar, a couple of lemons 
and some fresh berries 

in your kitchen right now, 
you're only a few hours 
away from tasting your new 
favourite dessert.

Posset is a chilled En-
glish dessert with the mar-
velously plush texture of 
a mousse or pudding that 
comes together almost by 
magic from nothing more 
than sugar, cream and cit-
rus juice. There's no fuss-
ing with temperamental 
egg yolks or add-ins like 
gelatin, flour or cornstarch 
needed to help the mix-
ture thicken and set – or 
to interfere with the clean, 
bright taste of citrus.

We found that using just 
the right proportions of 
sugar and lemon juice was 
the key to custard with a 
smooth, luxurious consis-
tency and a bright enough 
flavor to balance the rich-
ness of the cream. Lemon 
zest was essential to mak-
ing the lemon flavor even 
more prominent.

For a posset with an op-
timally dense, firm set, we 
reduced the cream-sugar 
mixture on the stovetop to 
2 cups to evaporate some 
of the water before adding 
the lemon juice, which in 
turn caused the mixture to 
solidify. Letting the warm 
mixture rest for 20 min-
utes before straining and 
portioning into individual 
servings allowed the fla-
vors to meld even more and 
ensured a silky-smooth 
consistency (and prevented 
a "skin" from forming on 
the surface of the custard). 
After a three-hour stint in 
the fridge, the possets were 
cold, fully set, and ready to 
be garnished with a hand-

The easiest dessert 
you've never made

ful of fresh mixed berries.
If you're looking for a 

supremely simple dessert 
to add to your repertoire, 
this easy, elegant recipe 
deserves a spot.

Lemon Posset 
with Berries 
Serves 6

2 cups heavy cream
2/3 cup (4 2/3 ounces) granu-
lated sugar
1 tablespoon grated lemon 
zest plus 6 tablespoons juice 
(2 lemons)
1 1/2 cups blueberries or 
raspberries

1. Combine cream, sugar 
and lemon zest in a medium 
saucepan and bring to boil over 
medium heat. Continue to boil, 
stirring frequently to dissolve 
the sugar. If the mixture begins 
to boil over, briefly remove from 
heat. Cook until the mixture 
is reduced to 2 cups, 8 to 12 
minutes.

2. Remove the saucepan from 
heat and stir in lemon juice. Let 
sit until the mixture is cooled 
slightly and a skin forms on 
top, about 20 minutes. Strain 
through a fine-mesh strainer 
into a bowl; discard zest. Divide 
the mixture evenly among 6 
individual ramekins or serving 
glasses.

3. Refrigerate, uncovered, 
KITCHEN | 21

Jody Schnarr, Jim Brickman and Patrick Schnarr selecting hops for an upcoming batch from the Schooner Street Brew-
ery.  [DAMON MACLEAN]

Still in the garage phase, the brothers of Schooner Street Brewery look to a retail market

An eye on a bigger future
BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Brothers aren't always re-
lated by blood – sometimes 
it’s through beer. For the 
team at Schooner Street 
Brewery, the tap started 
running both ways last 
month.

The group of brothers – 
through blood, marriage 
and a love of a good brew – 
are combining their shared 
passion for craft beer into 
a garage-based brewery 
named for the street where 
all the magic takes place.

"What we're doing is 
we're learning to brew, 
we're trying to perfect our 
recipes. And we're hoping 
down the road that this 
could be something that 
we could make a go of and 
potentially have a small 
brewery. We have some 
future goals in mind," 
explains Elmira resident 
Scott Willard.

Scott has grown a name 
for himself as the go-to 
craft beer blogger in town. 
He began his brewing od-
yssey some years ago by 
sampling the offerings of 
Block Three Brewing in St. 
Jacobs, igniting an endur-
ing passion.

"The atmosphere at the 
brewery and the atmo-
sphere at any craft brewery 
really is what kind of draws 
me in. And, you know, 
beer’s obviously the reason 
why you go," said Willard

There is, however, a dis-
tinct criterion to wet Wil-
lard's whistle.

"Branding is big for me. 
Style of beer, like the type 
of beer, whether it's an IPA 
or a stout, a porter, any-
thing along those lines," SCHOONER | 21

BEYOND A HOBBY

 
AMERICA'S TEST KITCHEN

ON THE MENU

he explained of the initial 
draw. Since becoming in-
terested in craft beers, he’s 
jumped in with both feet, 
his take on brews available 
on his Instagram handle,  
@bigwilly1827. 

“I got into basically 
talking about beer and 
taking pictures of beer. 
And that was all just based 
on all the craft breweries I 
started visiting – I wanted 
to share those beers with 
basically the public, or the 
world or Ontario at least, 
and showcase those brew-
eries and the incredible 

things that they've been 
doing.”

In that time, he’s seen 
the craft brewing field 
explode, with hundreds of 
small breweries in Ontario 
alone.

Now, he’s venturing into 
creating a brew of his very 
own, prompted by extend-
ed family member Mike 
Brown, who suggested they 
take their mutual passion 
down the production road. 
In that, they’re joined by 
Jody Schnarr and Patrick 
Schnarr.

Currently, the bros on 

Schooner Street cannot 
serve to the public, but 
that’s an idea they may 
branch towards later in the 
journey. The first order of 
business is learning how 
to work together, said Wil-
lard.

"We're learning new stuff 
every single Sunday, when 
we get together to brew 
and, we're having a ton of 
fun doing it."

The brothers have also 
been receiving some guid-
ance from the OG (brewing 
pun) original gangster and 
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Worship: 9:30am

On Whose Authority?

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Erv Wiens preaching

until set, at least 3 hours. Once 
chilled, possets can be wrapped 
in plastic wrap and refrigerated 
for up to two days. Unwrap and 
let sit at room temperature for 
10 minutes before serving. Gar-
nish with berries and serve. 
 
Recipe notes: This dessert 
requires portioning into indi-
vidual servings. Reducing the 
cream mixture to exactly 2 cups 
creates the best consistency. 

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Woolwich Residents Support Fund: 
Responding to financial needs

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich 
Township Council. 
The WRSF will initially address the antici-
pated unprecedented needs that many Wool-
wich residents will experience due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  However, the WRSF 
will continue to address ongoing needs expe-
rienced by Woolwich residents long after the 
pandemic has ended.   
In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further sup-
port that otherwise would not be accessible 
for the ongoing needs of the individual. 
Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.
While eligibility practices and an application 
process are in place, it should be noted that 
in unique, complex, crisis and acute circum-
stances funds may be provided at the discre-
tion of the Fund Review Committee, assum-
ing the core criteria of the fund are met.
“What a great example of the barn-raising 
spirit that has always existed in Woolwich,” 
said Mayor Shantz about the Fund during 
her video announcement on what would 
have been the Elmira Maple Syrup  
Festival day. 

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of  

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.   Woolwich Community Services
3.   Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:   
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director,  
Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.

Additional information:

FROM 20 Transfer the liquid to a 2-cup 
heatproof liquid measuring cup 
once or twice during boiling 
to monitor the amount. Do not 
leave the cream unattended, as 
it can boil over easily. 

(For 25 years, confident cooks in 
the know have relied on America's 
Test Kitchen for rigorously tested 
recipes developed by professional 
test cooks and vetted by 60,000 
at-home recipe testers. See more 
online at www.americastestkitchen.
com/TCA.)

 � KITCHEN: Trying your hand 
at making posset will prove both easy 
and rewarding when you taste it 

first microbrewer in Ontar-
io, Jim Brickman, creator 
of Brick Brewing, which 
is now known as Waterloo 
Brewing Company. 

Brickman says that 
success in brewing and 
creative inspiration isn’t a 
guarantee – “some micro-
breweries and some brew-
ers sometimes get a kind of 
a cachet that kind of clicks, 
and then it takes a life of 
its own. You can't create 
that,” he said while joining 
Jody and Pat collecting 
hops on Jody’s farm.

The team released a 
small printing of t-shirts 
with their logos on them 
and looked into having 
more printed down the 
line. To meet the growing 

interest and to add to the 
vibe of brewing days each 
Sunday, the brothers now 
wear uniforms. 

“We kind of have uni-
forms now for our Schoo-
ner Street Brewery, with 
t-shirts and our khakis, 
and that's kind of demand-
ed a uniform every Sunday 
now,” said Willard.

All of the brothers have 
similar stories of how they 
found themselves falling 
into the world of craft 
brewing. Patrick even runs 
his own Facebook group 
entitled Beer Club that has 
more than 230 members. 

To keep up with the 
brothers’ passion for the 
craft, follow schooner_
street_brewery on Insta-
gram.

 � SCHOONER: Looking to expand on 
their hobby, they've gone all in, and 
enlisted some premium guidance

FROM 20
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OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Type of monastery
5. Brazilian dance
10. Set, as a price
15. Corker
16. Facing
17. "Catch!"
18. Squib
20. Largest city in 
Nigeria
21. Conclusion
22. Tolerate
24. Do-it-yourselfer's 
purchase
25. Peek
27. Affirm
29. Popular video 
game
31. Ring bearer, maybe
32. Female gametes
35. Howler

37. Reef material
39. Set aside
41. Is this __?!
42. First-aid item
45. Become a member
46. Fill in
48. Hip bones
51. Pickpocket, in 
slang
52. Angioplasty target
53. Dead to the world
55. Eye bank donation
56. Protract
57. "Neato!"
59. Mercury, for one
60. Italy's domain
61. Schuss, e.g.
63. Brass component
64. "I had no ___!"
65. Leave in a hurry, 
with "out"

DOWN
1. Priest's robe
2. Onion, for one
3. Cloud
4. Continental money
5. Costa del ___
6. Come to
7. O. Henry's "The Gift 
of the ___"
8. Gravy ingredient
9. Personals, e.g.
11. Branch of islam
12. Shelter for pets
13. "All My Children" 
vixen
14. Abandon
19. Not just one
21. "La Traviata" mezzo
23. Send to the canvas
25. Boston newspaper
26. One-liner, e.g.

28. Staying power?
30. Vinegar radical
33. Peddle
34. Brandy flavor
36. Help
38. Getting on
40. Relating to topol-
ogy
43. Quip, part 3
44. Gossip
47. Guardians and edu-
cators club, by another 
name
49. Grassy area
50. Absorbed, as a loss
52. Not a particular one
53. Little inn
54. Wonder berry
58. Like some pitches
62. "Trick" joint
63. Energy

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 8am - 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

Visit observerxtra.com for a brand new online 
experience reading or listening to your local news. 
A much more robust site that improves reading and 

sharing your news with friends and family.

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I've 
heard that alkaline water 
is better at rehydrating 
your body than nonal-
kaline, or plain, water. Is 
this true?

ANSWER: In short, for 
most people, plain water 
is better. But first, it's im-
portant to understand the 
definition of alkaline water. 
Scientists use pH to de-
scribe how acidic or basic a 
substance is, with a range 
from 0 to 14. Pure water has 
a pH of 7, meaning it's neu-
tral. Fluids with a pH under 
7, such as coffee and soda, 
are acidic. Substances with 
a pH over 7, such as baking 
soda, are basic, or alkaline.

Alkaline waters have a 
pH around 8 or 9. Some 
vendors use water that 
has a naturally higher 

pH, while others say that 
they create alkaline water 
through an ionization pro-
cess.

Alkaline water com-
panies make a host of 
claims, saying it's better 
at rehydrating the body, 
and that it will detoxify 
and "balance" your body, 
help you lose weight, and 
prevent or even treat can-
cer. However, there's little 
credible research showing 
that alkaline water benefits 
your health in any import-

Mayo Clinic Q&A: For most people,  
plain water is just fine

 
MAYO CLINIC

 

ant way. In general, be wary 
of promoted research on 
alkaline water, as some of 
these studies are small or 
funded by alkaline water 
companies.

Some studies also sug-
gest that alkaline water 
might help slow bone loss, 
but further investigation 
is needed to determine if 
this influences overall bone 
mineral density and if the 
benefit is maintained over 
the long term.

Often, claims about the 
benefits of alkaline water 
rest on the argument that 
modern diets make our 
bloodstreams and bodies 
too acidic. This is mislead-
ing. Regardless of what 
you eat or drink, your body 
is good at regulating your 
blood pH through organs 
such as your lungs and kid-

neys. It's possible to have 
excess acid in your body 
fluids – what is known as 
acidosis – but this is gen-
erally caused by a serious 
condition such as a chronic 
disease involving the lungs 
or kidneys.

Many people don't drink 
enough water, and they 
may feel better after in-
creasing hydration through 
alkaline water. However, 
it's probably not the alka-
line nature of the water 
that's of benefit. It's the 
water. You can save money 
and hydrate your body per-
fectly fine simply by drink-
ing plain water.  

(Mayo Clinic Q & A is an educational 
resource and doesn't replace 
regular medical care. E-mail a 
question to MayoClinicQ&A@
mayo.edu. For more information, 
visit www.mayoclinic.org.)

The recent fundraising letter distributed to 16 thousand households in 
Woolwich, Wellesley and Mapleton Townships was in error when is stated 
that it would not be receiving funding from the cancelled Annual Maple 
Syrup Festival. It was, at the time of the writing of the Campaign Letter, 
an assumption made by Staff of the Association, that no funds would be 
forthcoming. In fact the Maple Syrup Festival was able to distribute funds.

We wish to express our gratitude for the historic and ongoing support of the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival. Without its support our Association would not be 
able to offer the range of supports we currently provide to the individuals and 
families of the Townships we serve. We offer our sincere apologies to the Maple 
Syrup Festival Committee for any confusion or upset this error may have caused.

We also wish to inform potential donors who may donate this year due to the 
cancellation of the Maple Syrup Festival, that we did receive financial support 
from the Festival Committee. We want to assure our supporters or potential 
donors that this was an error due to the Fog of Covid and office staff working 
remotely and not intended to mislead them in any way. I thank you for your 
support and understanding regarding this miscommunication.

Sincerely  
Greg Bechard
Executive Director
EDCL

Fundraising Request Letter  
CORRECTION

ads@woolwichobserver.com
Email your ad to: 

Classifieds for KIDS  
FREE FOR KIDS:
• Babysitting

• Tutoring 

• Lawn Mowing 

• Dog Walking 

• Yard Work

• Events 
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Waterloo Truck Centre
4 DAY SALE!! SEPTEMBER 23-26
SPIN TO WIN* UP TO $1,000 CASH FOR YOU
TO SPEND IN OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

165 Weber Street South, Waterloo, ON N2J 4A6
FORBESGM.COM/SALE

1,000

750

150

500

30
0

20
0

400

$160 WEEKLY
TAXES IN WITH $0 DOWN

2020 CHEVY SILVERADO LT 4WD CREW CAB

0.99% over 84 months OAC Stock #208107

0% FINANCING
+ UP TO $8,500 IN CREDITS!

*on every new and used vehicle purchase Sept 23-26.

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

OPEN FOR WALK INS

Back to School Savings
Acer c720 
Chromebook

11.6” Screen, 
Google Chrome OS, 

WebCam, HDMI$12999

APPLE 
MacBook Air

$44999
FROM

14.1”TOUCHSCREEN 
Intel i5 6th Gen 2.4GHz
8GB RAM, 256GB SSD 

1920x1080, Windows 10 

Lenovo
T460

$59999

HP EliteDesk 800 G4 PC

$69999
FROM

Special

iPad 5
32GB 9.7” Screen

$27999

UNLOCKED
iPhone - 6’s $16900

FROM

2 Year Manufacturer Warranty 
Intel i5 8th Gen 3.GHz
8GB Ram, 500GB HDD

Windows 10

iPad Air-1
16GB

$16999

Special

Blowout!

FROM

FROM

FROM

NEW

Second
Location  920 St. David St. N.

FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16 GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32 GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HP ProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE 
MacBook Pro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519- 20 B Arthur St N.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

BESIDE THE OBSERVER www.realitybytescomputers.comFor information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 
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1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN
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3/4” THICK
NATURAL

HARD MAPLE
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4’ X 6’
AREA RUGS
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EACH

REG 59.99
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RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE
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MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSE

67¢
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/LIN FT
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STONE
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CARRARA
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TILE
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REG 3.99

��������
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��������
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FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

12” X 24”12” X 24”
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FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

���� ����

12MM THICK12MM THICK
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REG 2.99

��������
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some research on the REM 
sleep cycle and is deter-
mined that a 90-minute 
nap will be beneficial to 
complete the weekend.

Williams, 60, is no 
stranger to running to 
extremes. A late convert 
to running, he gradually 
began covering longer dis-
tances. Taking part in the 
first Canadian 200-mile 
run, he had to bow out af-
ter 150 miles. “Ever since 
then, I’ve had this kind of 
bee in my bonnet about 
finishing a 200-mile race.”

Inspired by the canal run 
from Erie to Buffalo, he 
launched an ambitious run 
of his own, the Canal Pur-
suit for Mental Health.

“Each year for the past 
six years, I have run or 
led a relay run from Port 
Severn to Ottawa along 
the two canals – from Port 
Severn to Trenton along 
the Trent-Severn Canal, 
across to Kingston, and 
then from Kingston up 
to Ottawa on the Rideau 
Canal. It’s about 780 ki-
lometres. I ran it the first 

couple of years, and then 
I’ve set it up as it relates 
to getting more runners 
involved, a little more 
publicity,” said Williams, 
noting this year’s event 
was held in August.

As with many of his re-
cent ultra-marathons, Wil-
liams will be raising money 
and awareness for mental 
health issues, specifically 
for Mood Disorders Society 
of Canada.

The issue of mental 
health is one Williams 
knows well – like many of 
us, Williams has family 
members dealing with 
mood disorders and de-
pression. Williams lost two 
of his older brothers to sui-
cide. His wife, older sister 
and two daughters have all 
struggled with depression. 
Mental health issues have 
thus played a prominent 
role in his life.

“Each year since 2005, 
I’ve dedicated my longest 
run or my hardest run to 
charity: Habitat for Hu-
manity, Water for People, 
Arthritis Society. When I 
got to 2015, the first year 

of the canal pursuit, as 
I learned about mental 
health issues – the men-
tal health care system in 
Canada, all the fractured 
availability of resources, 
and all of that – I knew 
I had to stick with it. 
There’s so much more 
work that needs to be 
done in mental health in 
Canada,” he said.

Since 2015, he has part-
nered with Mood Disorders 
Society of Canada 

“They’re a really great 
organization. They help 
train people in that peer 
support. They put together 
resources for helping peo-
ple understand depression 
and anxiety, a lot of direc-
tion to resources and they 
try to make connections 
between people who need 
care people who provide 
care, and some of the agen-
cies that provide some of 
the funding.”

To support Williams 
and his efforts towards the 
Mood Disorder Society of 
Canada, visit the website at  
mdsc.akaraisin.com/Canal-
Pursuit.

 � THREE-DAY RUN: Having trained for a NJ event, he 
wasn't going to pass on an opportunity to run 200 miles

FROM 03

Clay Williams was a late convert to ultra-marathon running.  [DAMON MACLEAN]

GETTING EARLIER EVERY DAY

The sun sets behind a church on Weissenberg Road in Woolwich Township Tuesday evening.   [DAMON MACLEAN]
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