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WHERE TIRES ARE A SPECIALTY, NOT A SIDELINE.
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service

35 Howard Ave., ELMIRA, ON | 519-669-3232 

Limited-time offers. MSRP of ($28,695/$30,695) on the 2020 Forester CVT (LJ225)/ 2020 Outback Convenience Package CVT (LD2CP). *Advertised pricing consists 
of MSRP plus ($1,725/$1,800) freight and PDI, $249 Admin, $100 Tire Tax, $10 OMVIC, $20 Tire Levy, $20 PPSA Service fee charge, includes a full tank of gas. 
Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. $1,250 Stackable Dollars may be used towards eligible purchases on select new 2020 
Forester models/ $1,000 Stackable Dollars may be used towards eligible purchases on select new 2020 Outback models and can be combined with Subaru Canada 
supported lease and  nance rates through participating Subaru Canada Dealers. **Lease rate of (0.5%/0.5%) for 24 months. Lease payments of ($88/$98) weekly 
with ($2,022/$2,331) down payment. Lease end value($18,626/$19,617) with ($2,509/$2,828) due on delivery. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km per 
year for 24 months, or 40,000 km total, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Subject to credit approval by Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Leasing and nancing 
programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and  nance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be 
required. Contact your Subaru dealer for details. Models shown: 2020 Forester Limited (LJ2LP) with an MSRP of $38,195/2020 Outback Convenience (LD2CP) with
an MSRP of $30,695. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle(s) shown solely for purposes of illustration and may not be equipped 
exactly as shown. EyeSight® is a driver-assist system, which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. The driver is always responsible for safe and 
attentive driving. System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle maintenance, and weather and road conditions. See Owner’s Manual for complete 
details on system operation and limitations. Forester, Outback and Subaru are registered trademarks. Offers end September 30, 2020. Offers subject to change or 
cancellation without notice. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details.

Hurry in for great rates.
• Symmetrical Full-Time All-Wheel Drive 

• Amazing fuel efficiency 

• Award-winning safety features

AT
LEASE 
WEEKLY 
FOR

$98 0.5%**
APR

For 24 months with $2,331 down. 104 payments required. 

2020 FORESTER
 WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $29,569*

AT
LEASE 
WEEKLY 
FOR

$88 0.5%**
APR

2020 OUTBACK
 WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $31,894*

For 24 months with $2,022 down. 104 payments required.

MODELS BUILT AFTER OCTOBER 2019

FALL BACK INTO
ADVENTURE
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Region seeks to extend transit to Breslau

ALTERNATIVES 

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Exploring transit options for 
Breslau, the Region of Waterloo 
wants input from the public 
ahead of launching a pilot project 
in the village.

Rather than a conventional 
bus service, Grand River Transit 
(GRT) is contemplating what it 
calls an on-demand service, in 
which there is no fixed route, 
rides are shared and levels of ve-
hicle supply are matched to de-
mand. Riders will be able to book 
a vehicle to pick them up through 
the use of a phone application, 

for instance. 
That avoids having a large bus 

running largely empty through 
a regular route, particularly in a 
location like Breslau where usage 
would be light.

GRT has been working with 
Metrolinx, the provincial agency 
delivering GO Transit services, 
since last year in developing the 
on-demand pilot project.

“We’re looking to hear from 
those who live and work in Bre-
slau, as well as those interested 
in travelling to and from Breslau. 
Your responses will help the Re-
gion of Waterloo and Metrolinx 
design an on-demand transit TRANSIT | 04

Will Towns, principal 
planner for transit devel-
opment, is looking into a 
on-demand transit option 
for Breslau. [DAMON MACLEAN]

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

For six months now businesses 
have had to endure a rollercoast-
er of turmoil thanks to the coro-
navirus pandemic. From shutting 
down and finding new ways to 
serve customers, to implement-
ing new and costly safety mea-
sures – all the while still limiting 
the number of customers and 
hours of operation – the struggles 
have been many.

The majority of businesses 
have been able to open – with 
major and often noticeable 
changes in place – but there are 
still some which have yet to get 
the green light from the province. 

Concert venues, amusement 
parks and the like are those still 
on the shelf. To a lesser degree, 
even those in the hospitality 
industry are experiencing dif-
ficulties as they are mandated 
to maintain social distancing 
measures that limit the number 
of customers, sometimes to the 
point of challenging viability.

Ryan Mallough, director of 
provincial affairs for Ontario with 
the Canadian Federation of In-
dependent Business (CFIB), says 
many businesses are struggling 
to generate the revenue they’d 
normally see.

BUSINESS | 04

CFIB estimates 
companies are 
seeing only a 
quarter of their 
regular income

GRT looking for public input about proposal for an on-demand transit pilot project for the village

pilot service for this area,” says 
the regional website outlining the 
survey.

“We’re looking for people to fill 
out a survey which asks about a 
whole variety of things pertain-
ing to travel, and things that they 
would like to see in the context of 
the project that we’re planning. 
It’s a pilot project, to try to bring 
some sort of on demand transit 
to Breslau,” said Will Towns, the 
region’s principal planner for 
transit development, in an inter-
view.

Some of the survey questions 
focus on people’s familiarity with 
on-demand transit, specifically. 

More general questions inquire 
about where people intend to 
travel and areas or other transit 
forms, they wish to connect to-
like Metrolinx’s GO station in 
Kitchener. (A park-and-ride GO 
station is planned for Breslau, as 
well.)

The project is to be the region’s 
first fully on-demand transit 
system. When launching pilot 
projects in the past, the region 
has offered select routes with 
occasional stops that were re-
quest-only; in Breslau, it would 
be on-demand only.

Given that the survey is being 
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Reopening schools 
safely matters to 
everyone 
That’s why the government of Ontario 
has worked with health o�cials, school 
boards and educators to develop a 
comprehensive plan to keep kids and 
sta� safe.

• Physical distancing measures will be 
implemented such as desk 
separation, signs, floor markings and 
one-way hallways.

• Face coverings will be required for 
sta� and students in Grades 4-12. 

• Hand hygiene will be enabled with 
hand sanitizer and hand washing. 

• More nurses will be in schools.

• School cleaning will be enhanced.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Visit ontario.ca/ReopeningSchools

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

OPEN FOR WALK INS

Back to School Savings
Acer c720 
Chromebook

11.6” Screen, 
Google Chrome OS, 

WebCam, HDMI$12999

APPLE 
MacBook Air

$44999
FROM

14.1”TOUCHSCREEN 
Intel i5 6th Gen 2.4GHz
8GB RAM, 256GB SSD 

1920x1080, Windows 10 

Lenovo
T460

$59999

HP EliteDesk 800 G4 PC

$69999
FROM

Special

iPad 5
32GB 9.7” Screen

$27999

UNLOCKED
iPhone - 6’s $16900

FROM

2 Year Manufacturer Warranty 
Intel i5 8th Gen 3.GHz
8GB Ram, 500GB HDD

Windows 10

iPad Air-1
16GB

$16999

Special

Blowout!

FROM

FROM

FROM

NEW

Second
Location  920 St. David St. N.

FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16 GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32 GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HP ProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE 
MacBook Pro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519- 20 B Arthur St N.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

BESIDE THE OBSERVER www.realitybytescomputers.com

Woolwich 
Memorial Centre

For more information visit:
woolwich.ca or call 519-514-7000

Fitness & Pool Access

Guidelines/ Schedule

Registration

Memberships
Will be re-activated on 
Tuesday September 8th

Online: Pre-registration for all 
programs are encouraged
(www.woolwich.ca)

Walk-in: First come, �rst served, 
for remaining spots

Fitness: woolwich.ca/�tness

Pool: woolwich.ca/swim

 

Pool: Reopening Monday September 14th

WMC Fitness Centre: OPEN
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The expressway will be closed northbound at King 
Street North and Arthur Street southbound will be 
closed at Listowel Road starting at 5 p.m. on Saturday 
until 6:30 a.m. Monday to compete paving work on 
the approaches of the roundabout at Arthur Street and 
Sawmill Road. The rain date is the following weekend, 
Sept. 19-21.

The Mennonite Central Committee and the Waterloo 
District Catholic School Board are contributing fund-
raising drives that kicked off this week in response to 
Hurricane Katrina, which ripped the U.S. Gulf Coast 
Aug. 29, leaving a swath of destruction in its wake. 

From the Sept. 10, 2005 edition of The Observer

building centre

JL’s Duke St

Shop homehardware.ca5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 • Text JL’s 226.979.1850 and choose JL’s as your home Store.

SAVE
58%

Pair

Was $3.29

137
No rainchecks. No online orders. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Poly Latex Gloves
Superior grip in wet or dry conditions. 
           M, L, or XL. 5032-200/201/202

ROAD CLOSURE FROM THE ARCHIVES 

leaves hope for an eventual 
return to sports, everything 
is still up in the air.

“I’m not overly optimis-
tic with anything really 
happening until … there’s 
a vaccination and things 
go back to normal, just be-
cause of the liability [risk],” 
said Munroe. 

If and when there’ll be 
sports in the second half 
of the school year remains 
to be seen. Outside of the 
schools, organizers of mi-
nor hockey, for instance, 
are making plans for some 
kind of season, albeit with 
a number of adjustments to 
accommodate safety pre-
cautions.

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Drawing on his experience 
as a person of colour, in-
cluding his time at EDSS, 
a Guelph man helped de-
velop an app to support the 
Black Lives Matter (BLM) 
movement.

Sunny Nakra, a former 
Woolwich resident, said he 
was influenced by the BLM 
movement that kicked 
into gear again following 
the May killing of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis, as 
people began taking to the 
streets in protest. What 
began as a U.S. movement 
quickly spread to Canada 
and around the globe, with 
Nakra looking for a way to 
make a difference locally. 

He used his past expe-
rience with racism and 
turned that into an app 
aimed at educating people 
about the history or racism 
and the current movement 
to combat racial injustice.

“I actually grew up in 
Waterloo originally, and I 
went to Northlake Woods 
(PS). [When I] was in Grade 
4 or 5 I actually switched, 
and I moved to Conesto-
go. Now, when I moved to 
Conestogo – this is about 
10 years ago – I went to 
high school in Elmira, and 
being a minority in Elmi-
ra, I faced a lot of racism 
myself,” said Nakra. “I’ve 
experienced that on my 

An app 
for social 
justice

BLM | 24

Dave Monroe won't be assuming his usual coaching duties when students return to EDSS. [DAMON MACLEAN]

No surprise that sports are 
a no-go as school resumes

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

There remain a number 
of unknowns as some stu-
dents return to the region’s 
high schools, but one thing 
is certain: there’ll be no 
sports this fall.

That comes as no sur-
prise given the measures 
in place to curb the spread 
of COVID-19 and fears of a 
second wave of the disease 
as the weather changes.

Following the leads of 
OFSAA (Ontario Federa-
tion of School Athletics 
Associations) and CWOSSA 
(Central Western Ontario 
Secondary Schools Associ-
ation),  the Waterloo Coun-
ty School Athletic Associ-
ation (WCSSAA) cancelled 
the 2020-2021 season.

While not unexpected, 
the decision was met by 
some disappointment at 
Elmira District Secondary 
School (EDSS).

“Unfortunately, with 
everything going on, it’s 
understandable,” said co-
op program teacher Dave 
Munroe, who coaches 
sports such as hockey and 
football. “I didn’t really go 
in with expectations that 
there would be any sports 
running just because of 
what happened.”

He notes the cancel-
lation of the upcoming 
season was less of an issue 
than pulling the plug on 
the sports in progress last 
spring.

“It was more disappoint-
ing at the end of last year be-
cause we were just about to 
go to OFSAA that week,” said 
Monroe of the effort swept 
away when hockey was can-

COVID PRECAUTIONS

celled due to the outbreak of 
the novel coronavirus.  “We 
had already worked all the 
way through the season, the 
guys’ hockey team.”

“I think all the coaches 
pretty much understand 
that health and safety-first 
priority over coaching at 
this point,” he added of the 
current situation. 

The new reality was 
reflected in a statement 
from the Waterloo District 
Regional School Board 
(WDRSB) addressing the 
season’s cancellation.

“We acknowledge how 
disappointing this news 
will be for students and 
families. We recognize the 

important role that in-
ter-school athletics play in 
the life of our students’ ed-
ucational and social expe-
rience at school. Our goal is 
to have students safely par-
ticipate in sports as soon 
as we are safely able to do 
so. The safety, health, and 
well-being of our students, 
dedicated staff and vol-
unteers is our top priority. 
Future decisions about the 
return of school sports and 
the status of the WCSSAA 
winter season will be an-
nounced at the direction of 
the Ministry of Education 
and Public Health,” the 
board said in a release.

Although this message 

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

The countdown to an ex-
pected spike in COVID-19 
cases was expected to 
begin Tuesday, but delays 
in starting the school year 
have pushed that back. 
Some students are expect-
ed in high schools at week’s 
end, however, with the 
bulk of kids now slated to 
return next week.

Just now, the Region of 
Waterloo is dealing with 34 
active cases, coronavirus 
numbers remaining stable 
for the time being. There 
are outbreaks at two long-
term care facilities in the 
region: one resident at A.R. 
Goudie LTC, and a staff 
member at Village of Uni-
versity Gates.

The number of new in-
stances of COVID-19 has 
remained at five or fewer 
each day for the past week, 
another indicator of sta-
bility. Since the pandemic 
first arrived in the region, 
there have been 1,475 cases, 
of which 1,323 (90 per cent) 
have been resolved. The 
number of fatalities has 
remained at 120 – eight per 
cent of total cases – for the 
past couple of weeks

Over the long weekend, 
testing numbers were sig-
nificantly lower than usual, 
with only 195 tests con-
ducted rather than the usu-
al 400-500, possibly due 
to a delay in information 
sharing through the testing 
partners, suggested the 
region’s medical officer of 
health, Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, 

Coronavirus 
levels remain 
stable in region 
as school delays 
push back 
possible spike

CORONAVIRUS | 24

Former Woolwich 
resident helps 
develop BLM app in 
support of fight for 
racial equality
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Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Call us for a 
FREE quotation 

and legal review of 
your transactions!

BE READY FOR 
THE SUMMER

REAL ESTATE 
MARKET! 

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

Turkey & Roast Beef (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-order

reQuired

Friday & Saturday
3:30-7:30pm

Open 
Tuesday - Saturday

Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche, Mac & Cheese, 
Potato Salad, Fresh Apple & Pumpkin Pie, Baking & More.

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

“For the most part, what 
we’re hearing is that condi-
tions are still pretty tough, 
and we think recovery is 
going to be a very long 
road. Our latest data show 
that only 26 per cent of 
businesses in Ontario are 
making normal revenues 
for this time of year. It’s 
been stuck around sort of 
a 22 to 26 per cent mark 
for quite some time now. 
Again, it’s showing that 
it’s still a tough climate,” 
said Mallough.“The other 
thing that we’ve begun to 
hear too is that businesses 
are experiencing a reduc-
tion in customers and not 
just that, but a reduction 
in the amount of money 
customers are spending. 
So, we think that there’s 
still a consumer confidence 
hump that you have to get 
over. That is sort of the lay 
of the land right now. It 
is good to be open, more 
businesses are being open, 
but it’s still a very tough 

environment.”
One of the biggest con-

cerns he and others at CFIB 
are hearing involves rent 
payments, an issue given 
reduced cash flows.

The provincial govern-
ment instituted a ban on 
evicting commercial ten-
ants a few months back, 
and that program ran until 
August 31. Now with the 
program over, there are 
concerns from businesses 
they are still not making 
enough to meet rent. They 
could be locked out of their 
spaces as early as Septem-
ber 16. Other concerns 
include supply chain issues 
and bringing employees 
back now that school is 
reopening.

Because of all these is-
sues, Mallough says one 
in seven businesses are 
in danger of closing if the 
situation does not improve. 
He says figures from Sta-
tistics Canada shows that 
business closures are dou-
ble what they were com-

pared to a year ago.
To help businesses, 

Mallough says the CFIB is 
looking to governments to 
extend the rental assistanc-
es in place for businesses 
and make supports more 
easily accessible for those 
who need them.

Here in the Waterloo 
Region, there is a divide 
between the urban and 
rural businesses in terms of 
bouncing back. Mallough 
says only 20 per cent of 
businesses in urban set-
tings are showing revenues 
where they should normal-
ly be, this is compared to 37 
per cent in rural areas. 

Rural areas such as 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships did not feel the 
impact of COVID-19 as 
harshly as urban areas, he 
added, noting shop-local 
campaigns have signifi-
cantly helped businesses in 
the area.

Such shop-local initia-
tives can help businesses 
significantly as they fight 

to stave off a full closure, 
especially as we move into 
the holiday season, he sug-
gested.

“When a business in 
your community shuts 
down, it is not just the 
business owners [who are 
affected, or] not just the 
employees at that business 
that are affected. You are 
losing something that 
makes up the soul of your 
community, something 
that supports local causes, 
something that is there 
for your kids sports, some-
thing that has tax dollars 
that are going towards 
building your roads and 
your schools. That just 
isn’t there when you’re 
shopping online. But the 
biggest thing as we’re 
heading into that holiday 
season is shop local – $1 
spent local stays local. It’s 
incredibly simple. It’s not 
just the business owner 
that will thank you. It’s 
your entire community,” 
said Mallough.

 � BUSINESS: Struggles continue even as restrictions have been eased
FROM 01

carried out during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, some 
questions pertain to peo-
ple’s comfort with public 
transit, explained Towns.

“We’re conscious of the 
fact that this is a unique 
time to try to plan a new 
service,” he said, noting 
the pilot was set to launch 
in March but was bumped 
back due to the virus and 
shutdown of the economy. 
“Just as we were about to 
launch things in March, 
our timelines were sort of 
thrown out of whack by 
COVID.”

The general survey clos-
es on September 25, to be 
followed by the drafting of 
a plan for Breslau service. 
When the pilot launches 
will depend on several 
variables, including public 
engagement and, of course, 
COVID-19. It’s expected to 
run for at least one year. 

Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz said she supports 
the project. “We have been 
advocating for a pilot bus 
project in Breslau for a 
number of years and are 
looking forward to finally 
testing the potential for a 
link to transit.”

In addition to the gen-
eral survey on the Engage 
Waterloo website (www.
engagewr.ca), the region 
is also looking for partici-
pants to take part in more 
in-depth feedback, includ-
ing a set of interviews and 
virtual workshops.

 � TRANSIT: GRT 
looking at new 
options to provide 
service to Breslau 
residents

FROM 01

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

With kids heading back to 
school, at least theoretical-
ly, Woolwich has wrapped 
up its summer camp pro-
gram after a season unlike 
any other.

The coronavirus pan-
demic put an end to camp 
staples such field trips, 
museum visits and the like, 
forcing organizers to shift 
gears at the township-run 
program.

“Camp has been defi-
nitely different. We had 
to make a lot of different 
modifications following 

It was a summer unlike any other for  camp program
lots of COVID guidelines. 
But we had an opportuni-
ty to be creative and still 
provide a high-quality fun 
camp for the kids,” said 
camp staffer Alison Orr.

This year saw capacity 
drop radically to ensure 
COVID-19 measures and 
Public Health guidelines 
could be maintained. 
Campers were placed into 
cohorts of nine, and there 
were only four cohorts per 
week. At the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre, camp 
was operated out of the 
two hockey rinks. Dividers 
were placed in the middle 
of both rinks to segregate 

the groups of children. 
Keeping physical dis-

tancing and attempting to 
maintain individual’s bub-
bles was a challenge unique 
to this year’s camp. There 
were many new consider-
ations in the mix, said Orr.

For instance, kids return-
ing for more than one ses-
sion were grouped together 
to reduce the amount of 
overlap or interaction with 
new arrivals. Organizers 
also looked for connections 
outside the camp time, tak-
ing into account existing 
bubbles.

“Returners are always put 
in the same group as best 
as possible to ensure that 
there’s not too much over-
lap. And if they’re siblings, 
they’re always in the same 
group, unless requested 
otherwise by the parent. As 
well, parents call in or email 
us if they have friends and 
family or people that have 
been in their bubble already. 
Same as leaders, if they’ve 
been babysitting or they’re 
neighbours, they stay in the 
same group as the child’s 
so we don’t have too much 
overlap and keep it as best 
we can,” explained Orr.

Programming looked 
at maintaining two arms’ 
length – so-called airplane 
arms – as well as activities 
that including the likes of 
pool noodles to ensure dis-
tancing could be kept and 
reinforced. Kids were also 
staggered when sitting at a 
table for crafts or bingo. 

“The only difference is 
usually we used to do big-
ger group games with the 
whole camp, and we can’t 
do that this year... because 

of social distancing. So that 
part was a little bit harder 
to adjust to,” she added.

Marie Malcolm, Wool-
wich’s Community Pro-
grams and Inclusion Coor-
dinator, noted registration 
numbers were low at the 
beginning of the camp 
season but gradually in-
creased. 

“We did notice after 
mid-July to August, enroll-
ment increased, and we 
were reaching pretty much 
our capacity for the camp 
program,” said Malcolm. 

With the return to their 
classrooms this month, 
kids who attended the 

summer camps may have 
a leg up on some of their 
peers, say organizers.

“They’ve already started 
wearing masks and ev-
erything – they’re getting 
used to it. A lot of the kids 
know the routine now that 
they’ve been here for the 
whole summer, to the point 
where you can tell them 
to do something without 
instructions – they already 
know where to line up, so-
cially distant, and how to 
line up for the washroom. 
They always remember to 
wash their hands now, even 
reminding the leaders to 
wash their hands,” said Orr.

Social distancing and other precautions were a key part of this year's summer 
camp operated by Woolwich Township. [DAMON MACLEAN]
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$8.49

SAUSAGE PATTIES   

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$9.49 /lb
MAPLEDALE  

MARBLE CHEDDAR   

$9.00
/box Reg.$11.25 /box

10 X 4 OZ. 

/lb

Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Free blood pressure  
 monitoring

• Free blood sugar
 monitor training

• Medication review 
 Meds-Check

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

Waterloo Regional Police 
have arrested and charged 
a Cambridge woman in 
connection to an online 
puppy scam.

Between April 3, 2020, 
and April 5, 10 victims re-
ported that they responded 
to an online advertisement 
featuring French bulldog 
puppies for sale. In most 
instances, the victims were 
provided with a number 
that allowed them to com-
municate with the seller 
and receive images of the 
puppies. In order to con-
firm the sale, the buyer 

P O L I C E  R E P O R T
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 ■ 8:09 AM | Waterloo Re-
gional Police responded to the 
area of Berletts and Nafziger 
Road in Wilmot Township 
for a collision involving two 
vehicles. The driver of a silver 
Toyota failed to yield to a 
white Dodge pickup truck that 
had the right of way, causing 
the collision. The driver of the 
Toyota was charged with ‘fail 
to yield to traffic on through 
highway.’ No injuries were 
reported. 

Waterloo Regional Police make an arrest in connection to online puppy scam

was requested to send an 
e-transfer to secure the 
puppy. When the buyer 
requested to see the pup-
pies in person, the seller 
allegedly stated that due 
to current COVID-19 and 
physical distancing restric-
tions, no viewings were 
allowed. The victims trans-
ferred the money, but nev-
er received their puppy.

As a result of the in-
vestigation, a search 
warrant was executed at 
a Cambridge residence 
and a 24-year-old woman 
was charged with several 

fraud-related offences, po-
lice said in a release.  

Police are reminding the 
public to #StopPauseThink 
prior to transferring any 
money. Consider the fol-
lowing safety tips, to pre-
vent becoming a victim:

Confirm the legitimacy 
of the ad prior to sending 
any money.

Do not send a deposit or 
full payment without first 
seeing the animal.

Make purchases from 
known breeders or suppli-
ers, or adopt a pet through 
rescue centers.

Trust your instincts. 
When in any doubt consult 
police or someone you 
trust.

If you have been a vic-
tim of a scam and suffered 
a financial loss, please 
report the incident on-
line at www.wrps.on.ca/
onlinereporting or call our 
non-emergency number 
at 519-570-9777.  You can 
also file a report with the 
Canadian Anti-Fraud Cen-
tre by calling 1-888-495-
8501 or visit them online 
at www.antifraudcentre.
ca.

 ■ 11:00 PM | Police re-
sponded to a parking lot on 
Kraft Drive near Blooming-
dale for a report of a fire. 
Upon arrival police located 
a vehicle fully engulfed 
in flames. Further inves-
tigation revealed that the 
vehicle was stolen from out 
of region. The investigation 
remains ongoing. Anyone 
with information is encour-
aged to contact police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. 

SEPTEMBER 5

 ■ 10:06 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded to 
an address on Line 86 in Wool-
wich Township for a report of 
an assault. The allegation was 
investigated and no charges 
will be laid.

SEPTEMBER 8

 ■ 3:50 PM | Wellington 
County OPP, along with 
Guelph Wellington Paramed-
ics Services and Mapleton 

Fire/Rescue responded to 
a single-vehicle collision 
involving a commercial motor 
vehicle on Side Road 15 at 
Concession 14 in Mapleton 
Township. The operator was 
ejected from the vehicle, 
and was pronounced dead 
at the scene.  The road was 
closed while OPP Technical 
Collision Investigators (TCI) 
investigated the collision. 
The Wellington County OPP 
is asking anyone that may 
have witnessed this collision 
to please call 1-888-310-1122.

Taking advantage of the warm weather, Molly and Sam Bauman set up a lemonade stand outside their Elmira home last 
Thursday afternoon. [DAMON MACLEAN]

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

For 35 years, the more than 
200 members of the Water-
loo County Quilters’ Guild 
have been focused on com-
munity outreach. In addi-
tion to learning new skills, 
enjoying camaraderie, and 
taking part in events, the 
group has worked hard to 
create and donate quilts, 
table runners, wall hang-
ings and more to those in 
need. 

As with many other orga-
nizations, the coronavirus 
pandemic put their dona-
tions on hold for some time 
and forced the guild into 

A stitch in time helps more than nine
Waterloo County Quilters’ Guild donates to new Gies Family Centre Hospice as part of longstanding support program

cyberspace for their meet-
ings and events. Now that 
things have started to slow 
down with the pandemic, 
the quilters have started up 
their donations again, mak-
ing a few stops throughout 
the region since the start of 
September. 

Making stops at, among 
others, Innisfree House, 
Lisaard House, and Gies 
Family Centre Hospice, 
70 quilts have been do-
nated through the PAL 
program – palliative quilts 
given to individuals in 
hospice and their families 
to provide comfort – this 
year. Through the other 
programs, hundreds more 

quilts have been given out 
to various causes.

For Inge Ford, president 
of the quilters’ guild, doing 
this kind of work is im-
portant because the desire 
to help is within all those 
who take part in the art of 
quilting.

“Quilters have a desire 
and wish to support and 
help others using the skills 
and the talents that they 
have. So, community out-
reach for our group is very 
important. And I think 
that’s been manifested 
in a way that they have 
been able to support and 
make donations to vari-
ous organizations in our 

region and beyond,” said 
Ford. “One of one of our 
mandates, so to speak, is 
to reach out and support 
community organizations 
[and] agencies… one of the 
reasons that many of our 
guild members are part of 
the guild is yes, we learn 
and we socialize with each 
other. We learn new skills, 
but we also have a desire to 
reach out and support the 
community.”

When COVID-19 hit in 
March, members of the 
quilters’ guild, like many 
other members in the 
community, took it upon 
themselves to help with the 
mask-making efforts in lieu 
of the usual items. They 
worked hard and donated 
15,000 masks to various 
organizations throughout 
the region. They also took 
it upon themselves to make 
4,000 additional that were 
distributed to Indigenous 
communities in the north-
ern part of the province 
in an effort coordinated 
by the Mennonite Central 
Committee.

Breslau resident Judy 
Siegner is one member of 
the guild that has spent 
more than two decades en-
joying the craft. It was only 
about 10 years ago when 
her husband passed that 
she started to really take 
part in the community out-

Other programs run by 
the guild include smile 
quilts – donated to the 
paediatric outpatient clin-
ic at Grand River Hospital 
to be given to kids who  
are going through treat-
ments for cancer and other 
illnesses, memory quilts 
– given through the hospi-
tal’s bereavement program 
to parents who have lost a 
baby , and the touch quilt 
program – given to those 
with late-stage Alzhei-
mer’s and other forms of 
dementia.

reach aspects, but she loves 
the work she does and says 
it’s very fulfilling. 

“It feels wonderful to 
be able to contribute. The 
hospices serve the whole 
area, the cities as well. My 
husband was at Lisaard 
House, and I had a very 
good friend at Hospice 
Wellington, so I just feel a 
connection, feel the need 
to give back. I don’t think it 
would matter where I live, 
it’s the giving back,” said 
Siegner who is chair of the 
PAL committee.  

A TASTE OF SUMMER
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The numbers have to support extending transit to Breslau
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

The region is proposing 
a pilot project to extend 
transit services into Bre-

slau. It’s a safe bet the number 
of riders means the idea should 
just be killed right now. But it’s 
an even safer bet that taxpayers’ 
money will be spent rolling out 
some kind of service to the vil-
lage, and a good bet that there 
will be no valid metrics for de-
termining if the project should 
be made a full-time offering.

Woolwich residents have seen 
this movie before.

Rolled out as a pilot project 
a decade ago, bus service to St. 
Jacobs and Elmira eventually 
became a permanent route de-
spite low ridership and falling 
fare-box recovery rates – even 
a low target of making back 25 
per cent of the costs through 
fares paid by riders dropped to 
20 per cent and then lower still. 

Both ridership and revenues 
nosedived this year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but the bus 
rolls on.

The most-used stretch of 
Grand River Transit’s route 21 
is the few minutes between 
Waterloo and St. Jacobs, which 
is a draw for visitors. There are 
also some people using the bus 
to reach their places of work in 
the village and in Elmira. But 
the numbers are miniscule in 
comparison to the township’s 
population, all of whom are 
on the hook for the bulk of the 
$600,000 annual price tag even 
though many can’t even make 
use of the service.

Breslau has seen a large 
increase in the number of resi-
dents thanks to a building boom 
there. But that growth has large-
ly involved residential develop-
ment, particularly single-family 

homes. Nobody moves to Bre-
slau planning to use public tran-
sit. That’s not going to change, 
especially as commercial, indus-
trial and service developments 
aren’t a big part of the equation 
there.

To its credit, the region is 
looking at some kind of on-de-
mand system that would avoid 
the traditional large bus rolling 
through a route in the village, 
connecting it to Kitchener and 
the wider GRT system. Empty 
buses already roll through much 
of the existing network of routes, 
including the Elmira link. But 
the details of this new format are 
scarce, most notably the costs.

In setting up a pilot project, 
regional council has to set up 
useful targets that must be met 
within the trial period, which 
shouldn’t exceed one year: 
regular use by at least 10 to 20 

per cent of the population and 
fare recovery of at least 50 per 
cent would be minimum targets 
to even begin thinking about 
expanding into Breslau. Those 
same goals should also be ap-
plied to existing routes, with an 
eye towards sizing the transit 
system to serve only its basic 
role of providing transportation 
to those without alternatives – 
the region has failed repeatedly 
at attracting voluntary riders.

There are few arguments 
against public transit. But there 
is much to discuss about the 
costs, specifically the cost-bene-
fit analysis. 

If Breslau ridership is similar 
to the Elmira route, very few 
people will use the service. That 
may be beneficial to those indi-
viduals, but does it warrant the 
expense? That not only applies 
to the proposed expansion, but 

to keeping the service in Wool-
wich altogether. There appears 
to be no appetite for cancelling 
the existing service despite the 
poor numbers, but the township 
should tread lightly in looking 
to spend yet more money in Bre-
slau, where ridership numbers 
are likely to be lower still. 

As with all services, the ques-
tion that typically goes unasked 
by councillors and bureaucrats 
is, what are we prepared to give 
up in order to pay for it? Instead 
of prioritizing needs versus 
wants, all too often politicians 
simply slap on another expense, 
forcing taxpayers to pick up the 
tab.

Before making a decision on 
Breslau – and going back to the 
well they often deem bottom-
less – officials should look at the 
long list of fiscal priorities, fac-
toring in taxpayer fatigue.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

“ To lose one parent... 
may be regarded as 
a misfortune; to lose 

both looks like careless-
ness,” wrote Oscar Wilde in 
his play ‘The Importance of 
Being Earnest’ in 1895.

In somewhat the same 
spirit, British journalist 
Robert Fisk wrote last week 
“At some point in the next 
two months we are going to 
have to decide whether we 
absolve the American peo-
ple if they re-elect Donald 
Trump.” Losing one elec-
tion to Trump is unlucky; 
losing two in a row may be 
saying something about 
the national character.

Fisk has been Middle 
East correspondent of 
various British newspa-
pers since 1976, so he was 
not on familiar ground 
when he wrote that about 

A Trump re-election 
would alter world views 

the United States in ‘The 
Independent’ last Friday. 
On the other hand, he was 
expressing a mostly unspo-
ken but widespread atti-
tude among all Europeans 
except the extreme right. 
Let me quote some more:

“Like all snobs, we’ve 
taken the view that Trump 
did not really represent 
American values – any 
more than the Arab dic-
tators reflect the views of 
their people. We’ve hoped 
and prayed and fooled 

Taxpayers are counting on officials to do, well, some counting.

“Attempting to prevent a journalist from documenting 
a moment of contentious action is impermissible in a 
country like Canada. Journalism can never be silenced.” 

Canadian Association of Journalists president 
Brent Jolly reacts to the arrest of an Indigenous 
journalist covering a land dispute involving mem-
bers of Six Nations.

Some 45% of Canadians feel less financially secure 
since COVID-19 began, and 44% of those who 
say their mental health has been affected by the 
pandemic identify financial stress as the main factor. 

Sun Life survey
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GWYNNE DYER 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

When we get back to work, a skills gap needs to be bridged 

S tudents returning to school 
this week – well, some of 
them, at any rate – face a 

growing consensus about their 
futures: Don’t follow your bliss, 
follow the money.

The pandemic, resultant lock-
down and slow reopening of the 
economy have thrown a wrench 
into the labour market, though 
we all hope it’s short-lived. The 
arrival of a safe, effective vac-
cine, for instance, should set us 
back on a course to normalcy, 
meaning the pre-coronavirus 
issues will return to the fore.

Canada, we’re all told, faces 
a skills gap, for instance. Prior 
to the pandemic, even as the 
ranks of the unemployed and 
underemployed grow, a variety 
of jobs went unfilled due to the 
fact those without jobs aren’t 
qualified to fill the vacancies. It’s 
a problem that’s only going to get 
worse, particularly as the baby 
boomers retire (assuming their 
economic circumstances allow 
them to do so).

In Ontario alone, the skills 
gaps costs the economy more 
than $25 billion in foregone GDP, 
the result of too many Ontarians 
not obtaining enough education 
to find employment in today’s 
economy. Skills gaps are pro-
jected to worsen if action is not 
taken to address them, and fears 
about a future of “jobs without 
people” and “people without 
jobs” are widespread, according 
to studies by the Conference 
Board of Canada.

Much of the discussion has 
centered on post-secondary 
education, where courses on 
offer don’t always lead to good 
job prospects. Students still 
continue to enter arts faculties 
even though the days of gain-
ing a degree – any degree – and 
walking into a good job are long 
gone. Instead, many students are 
graduating with record amounts 
of debt only to find there’s no 
demand in their chosen field. 
Worse still, finding any kind of 
job is an uphill battle, let alone 
one that will allow them to start 
paying down the aforementioned 
massive debts.

Much of the public dialogue 

about the gap suggests that Ca-
nadian labour markets suffer 
from a shortage of workers in 
certain industries – think about 
the former boom in the Alberta 
oil patch, for instance – coupled 
with mismatched skills among 
the available labour supply. 
These circumstances, the argu-
ment goes, are exaggerated by 
the difficulty of moving workers 
from low-growth to high-growth 
provinces and industries, along 
with inadequacies in how 
schools develop skills and con-
nect learners with employers.

The key, it seems, is finding 
the right mix of university, col-
lege, trade school and appren-
ticeship programs. And, more 
difficult still, coaxing kids to 
follow that route into what are – 
for today, at any rate – deemed 
higher-demand careers. That list 
includes the likes of science, en-
gineering and technology, busi-
ness and finance, and health-re-
lated fields

While there’s been some bad-

mouthing of the post-secondary 
system, particularly of univer-
sities, those analyzing the skills 
gap argue higher education is 
still essential, even if the payoffs 
today aren’t what they used to 
be.

Completing post-secondary 
education is still the best route to 
a well paying, quality job in Can-
ada but the premium is dropping 
as too few students are gradu-
ating from programs that are in 
high demand.

Reports note that the propor-
tion of adults in Canada with a 
post-secondary education is the 
highest among all OECD coun-
tries, even though the cost of 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

that education is roughly double 
the OECD average. Yet, more and 
more of those degree holders fall 
behind in the earnings scale with 
the share of Canadian university 
graduates who make less than 
half the national median income 
the largest among all OECD 
countries.

So, more graduates than most, 
but that hasn’t translated into 
good jobs and good wages.

Studies have found that this is 
largely the result of the programs 
Canadians have chosen to study. 
They examined various reports 
that have attempted to compute 
an annualized average “return 
on investment” on education 
and found stark divergences de-
pending on the field of study. 

The biggest bang for buck 
comes from specialized and pro-
fessional fields such as medicine, 
law and engineering. There is a 
much greater risk of falling into a 
lower-income category for grad-
uates of humanities and social 
sciences, with a limited risk for 

students of health, engineering 
or business. 

The field-of-study premium 
isn’t just a Canadian phenom-
enon – it’s been observed in 
other industrial nations. But it’s 
not clear that students, armed 
with that knowledge, have been 
making the most profitable de-
cisions. With the exception of 
commerce, in the last 10 years 
there hasn’t seen a meaningful 
influx of students into degrees 
with more advantageous earn-
ings outcomes.

Adding to an already difficult 
situation are studies such as 
those by the Labour Market In-
formation Council showing em-
ployers are increasingly placing 
emphasis on skills, rather than 
education. 

Finding workers with the right 
skills is not a challenge unique 
to those regions or sectors expe-
riencing the strongest employ-
ment growth. Workers are also 
acutely aware of these changes 
and the increased importance 
placed on skills (i.e. the actual 
capacity to be effective in a job) 
rather than just qualifications 
(i.e. the document signifying the 
completion of a course). A recent 
survey conducted by the Labour 
Market Information Council 
showed skills requirements as 
the second single piece of in-
formation most wanted by Ca-
nadians after wages. Moreover, 
workers – especially vulnerable 
ones such as people from low 
socio-economic backgrounds, 
Indigenous people and mature 
workers – could face addition-
al barriers due to these rapid 
changes in the job market.

With studies suggesting to-
day’s young people will have a 
tougher go of it than any other 
generation in the postwar peri-
od, there’s an added incentive to 
find the right course of study. For 
the kids returning to high school 
this week, the day of reckoning 
is not so far off that decisions 
can wait too long. Yes, the pseu-
do-relaxing days of summer are 
certainly over. No more bliss, it’s 
all about the money now. Well, 
right after we solve the COVID-19 
issue, that is.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

THE GREAT OUTDOORS

Gauging progress in helping the environment

L ast week, I bought 
a 20 gauge over and 
under shotgun. I did 

not actually need another 
shotgun, but it has been 
a while and I wanted to 
make sure that my firearms 
licence was still doing what 
it was supposed to do. Also, 
I have never owned a 20 
gauge over and under.

Even so, the purchase 
caused Jenn to ask the 
question that non-shooting 
and hunting partners often 
ask, “Why on earth do you 
need another shotgun?”

The pat answer is, “The 
heart wants what the heart 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

wants.” 
While certainly true, 

this is a dangerous answer 
because it also opens the 
floodgates, since your part-
ner’s heart probably has a 
whole bunch of wants too 
– such as the want to see 
you mow the lawn, orga-
nize the shed or clean the 
basement.

That is why I opted to try 
a different approach. I told 
her I bought it because it 
was better for the environ-
ment.

I know, brilliant, right?
After all, in this day and 

age, there is no way that 

anyone could be upset by 
a person who is spending 
money on something that 
is good for the environ-
ment. 

 Of course, you cannot 
just say something is good 
for the environment – you 
need to make up several 
reasons why.

So, I explained to Jenn 
that I have always hunted 
grouse and other upland 
game with a 12 gauge – and 
have regretted it because 
it is not nearly as environ-
mentally friendly as a 20 
gauge. 

At this point, it helps to 
turn away, wipe your eyes 
and sniffle a bit.

Then I smiled and point-
ed out that a 20 gauge is a 
smaller gun that uses less 
raw materials. Further-
more, I told her a 12 gauge 
shell holds more shot than 
a 20 gauge shell of equal 
length. Which means when 

I am shooting a 20 gauge I 
am putting less pellets into 
the environment. Which, 
frankly, is commendable.

As if that were not 
enough, I explained my 12 
gauges are all pump-action 
guns – so they hold three 
shells. Meanwhile my over 
and under only holds two 
– which makes it a further 
win for the environment.

Lastly, I told her, a 20 
gauge does not make as 
much noise as a 12 gauge, 
so I also checked off the 
boxes when it came to ad-
dressing noise pollution 
concerns. And that, in a 

nutshell is why I told her 
bought the shotgun.

That is to say it was not 
out of personal need but 
rather out of an overriding 
concern for the planet we 
all share. You’re welcome.

Yes, the over and under 
was also an expensive 
shotgun, but that’s because 
I have always believed 
that when it comes to the 
environment, you should 
always put your money 
where your mouth is. 

Don’t get me wrong. This 
explanation didn’t fool 
anybody, especially Jenn, 

GALEA | 08
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P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
As the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve; the status of facilities and services may 
change. For current information, please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. For 
health information, please contact: 

• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400

• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000

Township Office
The Township Office is open for select services. Residents are encouraged to 
continue to use online or phone where possible or to book appointments with 
staff in advance. 

Fitness - Woolwich Memorial Centre
For more information see:  www.woolwich.ca/fitness

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage
Please join us on our webpage: Woolwich.ca/StayActive for activities. 

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all backyard fires, including campfires within 
the Township. You can apply for a permit at Woolwich.ca or by calling 519-
669-6022.

Council Meetings
While Council Chambers is closed, Council will meet remotely following their regular 
schedule. You can still participate in meetings:

• Watch on YouTube.com (search “Woolwich Township”) – no registration required
• Submit written comments
• Register to speak before Council, attend a public meeting or listen online or by 

toll-free phone
For registration, help or alternative participation options, contact the Council/
Committee Facilitator at 519-669-6004.

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in Waterloo Region on transit and in enclosed public 
places. Children under five and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities 
are exempt. Please be kind to those who are unable to wear a face covering. To make 
a complaint, call 519-575-4400 or find out more at regionofwaterloo.ca/MaskBylaw. 

Local Business Resources
Local businesses are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in Woolwich 
Township. See who’s hiring on-line today!

In response to COVID-19, the Township’s economic development focus has shifted to:
• helping local businesses access Federal and Provincial financial aids;
• encouraging locals to support local businesses; and
• monitoring the economic impact to support Council decisions.

If you are a food establishment, ask us how you can open or expand patio space. 
For more information or for assistance accessing resources, contact the Township at 
519-669-1647 and ask to speak with the Economic Development & Tourism Officer or 
contact EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

Township of Woolwich
 Public Notice

Procedural By-law Amendment
The Council of the Township of Woolwich will be considering an amended Procedural 
By-law at the Committee of the Whole Meeting on Tuesday, September 15, 2020 at 7:00 
p.m. This meeting will be held virtually and livestreamed to YouTube. A copy of the draft 
By-law may be viewed in the Council Agenda package to be posted on the Township’s 
website on the Friday before the meeting. 
For more information call 519-669-6021 or email kschlueter@woolwich.ca

ourselves into believing 
this was only a temporary 
autocracy, a deviation, an 
old and reliable friend suf-
fering from a serious but 
ultimately curable mental 
disease.

“Yet... I wonder how 
we are going to react to 
Americans if the Trump 
years become the Trump 
era; or if his dreadful, am-
bitious family transform 
themselves into the Trump 
Caliphate... if the America 
we felt we could always 
ultimately rely on – once 
they’ve straightened out 
their little Trump misad-
venture – turns into the 
nation we can never trust?”

I grew up in Canada, and 
Canadians, like Mexicans, 
while fond enough of in-
dividual Americans, are 
by nature mistrustful of 
the American state – “like 
sleeping with an elephant,” 
as Pierre Elliott Trudeau 
put it. If it just rolls over or 
wakes up cranky, you can 
get badly hurt.

Europeans have a differ-
ent perspective.

Bob Fisk grew up in the 
United Kingdom, which 
like France remembers 
(most of the time) that it 
would have lost both world 
wars without American 
help. Even if the United 
States was years late to 
both world wars, it showed 
up both times in time to 
save the day.

And American troops 
stayed in Western Europe 
to protect it from Soviet 
power throughout the Cold 
War. Most Eastern Europe-
ans see the United States 

as the instrument of their 
liberation from the Soviet 
Union, even though it did 
not in the end involve a hot 
war.

So there is still a deep 
well of respect and trust 
for the United States in Eu-
rope. Fisk is probably right 
that a second Trump elec-
tion victory would finally 
poison that well, which 
would be a pity.

Another four years 
would also see him com-
plete the destruction of the 
existing international order 
(without giving a single 
thought to a replacement). 
Trump is, as Michael 
Moore noted in 2016, “a 
wretched, ignorant, dan-
gerous part-time clown and 
full-time sociopath.”

But would two terms of 
Trump mean the end of 
American democracy? Not 
necessarily. Not even like-
ly. What Trump has trig-
gered – and somebody was 
bound to trigger it around 
now, because every polit-
ical niche, like every evo-
lutionary niche, is always 
filled – is a final reckoning 
on the ‘race problem’, 
about 150 years after the 
American Civil War.

At the time of the Civil 
War (1861-65), black Ameri-
cans accounted for around 
12 per cent of the total pop-
ulation, and four-fifths of 
them were slaves. Whites 
accounted for almost all 
the rest; only a quarter-mil-
lion were Native Ameri-
cans.

‘African-Americans’ still 
account for the same 12 
per cent share of the pop-
ulation today, and many 

of them are still victims of 
the same white fear, exclu-
sion and official violence 
that their ancestors expe-
rienced (mainly because 
they were slaves) 150 years 
ago. But since U.S. immi-
gration law changed in 
1965, allowing people from 
the entire world to immi-
grate, the ‘non-Hispanic 
white share’ of the popula-
tion has dropped to only 60 
per cent.

That share will to drop 
to 50 per cent by 2044, ac-
cording to forecasts based 
on current birth rates and 
immigration trends. This 
has triggered a huge panic 
among working-class white 
Americans, who often com-
pete for the same jobs and 
used to depend on their 
whiteness as a competitive 
advantage.

Trump is personally a 
racist, if his remarks and 
behaviour are any guide, 
but he is a cynical populist 
and would be exploiting 
white fears right now even 
if he really loved non-white 
Americans. That is why the 
vicious legacy of the Civil 
War, which ended slavery 
but not white privilege, is 
finally being dragged out 
into the open.

Having been so exposed, 
it will probably finally be 
extinguished – but not nec-
essarily in time to thwart 
Trump’s re-election. This 
is not the end of the Unit-
ed States, nor the advent 
of a new Hitler either. It 
is a necessary evolution 
of American history, for 
which some people living 
elsewhere may also pay a 
substantial price.

 �DYER:  Electing Trump once could be seen as an anomaly, 
but doing so twice would send world a different message

FROM 06

who is far smarter than me.
But, it did something 

even better. It confirmed 
her suspicions that it is 
sometimes better not to 
ask questions like “Why on 
earth do you need another 

shotgun?”
And sometimes that’s 

enough. In this case, it was 
not, though. 

Jenn asked what the real 
reason for buying it was.

So I said, “Sometimes the 
heart wants, what the heart 

wants.”
She appreciated my hon-

esty too.
So now I have this sweet 

little shotgun. Which I will 
shoot right after  I mow the 
lawn, organize the shed or 
clean the basement.

 � GALEA:  The heart wants what the heart wants

FROM 07

THE GREAT OUTDOORS

 ■ Gift certificates 
good only if they 
can be redeemed

To the Editor,
Lookout, Christmas is on 
the way!

Last Christmas, a family 
member purchased a few 

gift certificates from a local 
business. Within a short 
period of time, they closed 
their doors, and contact by 
email or phone was to no 
avail.

The children receiving 
those certificates were 
disappointed, as was the 
purchaser.

If this business knew 
changes were in the works, 

they should not have sold 
gift certificates, or made 
arrangements with anoth-
er recreational place that 
would honour the certifi-
cates instead of taking the 
money and running. 

I’m sure there are prob-
ably more people out their 
money too. 

Isabel Grose, Drayton

ads@woolwichobserver.com
Email your ad to: 

Classifieds for KIDS  
FREE FOR KIDS:
• Babysitting

• Tutoring 

• Lawn Mowing 

• Dog Walking 

• Yard Work

• Events 
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Woolwich and Wellesley Townships 
are home to a large, diverse 
agricultural communities. Let's play 
safe on the farm!

ALUS Canada this week announced a New Acre 
Project sponsorship by Silk, which will contribute 
$100,000 to ALUS Canada's network of farmers and 
ranchers in Alberta, Ontario and Quebec who use 
parcels of land in an alternative way to produce 
ecosystem services that will benefit Canadians. 

The federal government’s Emergency Processing 
Fund is focused on projects to help companies 
respond to the urgent health and safety needs of 
workers in agri-food sectors impacted by COVID-19, 
with an emphasis on supporting meat processing 
facilities. Nationally, a total of 32 projects have been 
approved for up to $10.54 million in funding.

NEW ACRE FUNDS FOOD SAFETY

Licensed Grain Elevator
Crop Inputs and Services
Pioneer Brand Products

R.R.#1 Waterloo    519-744-4941
1-800-265-8858 / 519-669-5143

www.wfs.ca

519-669-3388 • 1-877-711-9677

R.R.#1 West Montrose | www.grandridge.ca

Local & Long Distance 
Flatbeds  •  53’ Stepdecks

63 Union St., Elmira | 519-669-1842

ELECTRIC MOTORS | GENERATORS | AUTOMATION CONTROL
ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE

 

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Road, St. Jacobs, Ontario
T 519.664.2263 | F 519.664.3369
www.stjacobsprintery.com 18 Arthur St. N. | 519-669-2561  

 
Day-old chicks • Started pullets
Broilers • Ready-to-lay 
Ducks • Turkeys 

PHYSICALLY FIT

Take steps to avoid situations that can lead to back pain. [SUBMITTED]

When back pain becomes 
a real pain in the neck
Aches and pains are 

common afflictions 
of everyday life. 

Stiff knees, sore feet and 
back pain are all too com-
mon. Back injuries can 
be chronic (long-term) or 
short-term and can affect 
everyone at some point in 
their life. 

Back pain, especially 
lower back pain, is a com-
mon work-related issue 
that affects many farmers 
from farms both small and 
large. Back pain can be 
caused by many factors 
and can affect anyone, 
young or old. Farmers are 
especially at risk because 
work done on the farm 
can include activities that 
are factors for developing 
back pain. Some risk fac-
tors for developing back 
pain include: 

- Lifting objects heavier 
than 25 pounds or repeat-
edly lifting lighter objects, 

- Awkward body posture 
while working, 

- Driving farm equip-
ment for long periods 
of time that cause your 
whole body to vibrate, 

- Slips and falls. 
Most lower back pain 

caused by overexertion 
is short-lived and usually 
resolves on its own. How-

ever, having back pain for 
any amount of time can be 
a real problem. If severe 
enough, back pain can 
lead to a hard time walk-
ing or sitting, let alone 
doing any farm work! 

What can be done to 
help reduce the risk of 

A PLAN THAT PAYS OFF

Best hitching and 
hauling practices

H itching and haul-
ing cause countless 
injuries on Cana-

dian farms every year. It 
only takes a few moments 
longer to do a job safely, 
rather than spending a 
lifetime regretting an in-
jury to yourself or some-
one else.

HITCHING 
Whenever possible, try 

to do hitching and un-
hitching on level ground. 
If there is a risk of rolling, 
block wheels before un-
hitching. 

Hitch trailed equip-
ment only to the tractor 
drawbar. Hitching else-
where may displace the 
centre of gravity on the 
tractor and can cause a 
backward overturn. 

Connect each farm 
wagon or piece of equip-
ment to the towing vehi-
cle by two separate means 
of attachment. Most com-
monly this will be a draw 
pin and chains. However 
it may also include a 
ball-hitch or three-point 
hitch. Use safety hitch 
pins (draw pins with cot-
ter pins or other locking 
system) in every applica-
tion. 

Use properly rated safe-
ty chains with pins and 
balls of the proper size. 
The strength of a safety 

chain must be equal to 
the gross weight of the 
load being towed. Be 
sure no loose chains are 
dangling either from the 
drawbar or the imple-
ment. 

Use locking pins on 
hydraulics. Shut off the 
engine and wait for all 
moving parts to stop be-
fore un/hitching imple-
ments or when making 
adjustments or perform-
ing maintenance.

 Make sure all shields 
and guards are in good 
condition and properly 
installed. 

HAULING 
When towing equip-

ment without brakes, 
keep speeds under 40 
km/hr. 

Stopping distance in-
creases with speed and 
with increased weight 
of towed loads. Reduce 
speed when hauling a 
load. 

Make sure the tractor is 
properly counterweight-
ed. If you aren’t sure— 
ask your supervisor. 
Before hauling, ensure 
your load is well secured. 
Avoid sudden starts/ 
stops and excessive 
speed, especially when 
operating on a hillside or 
rough ground as it may 

HITCHING | 10

having back pain? There 
are some easy steps to 
remember to help reduce 
the likelihood of spending 
the next few days in pain. 

Start by identifying 
high-risk activities. Are 
you spending an extraor-
dinary amount of time 

in equipment? Are you 
lifting awkward or heavy 
loads? Is there a tripping 
hazard that could lead to a 
fall? Once you realize that 
there could be a potential 
for creating back pain, 
take some steps to help 

STAYING HEALTHY | 10
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Think Safe

Stay Safe

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
F EN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

63 Union St., Elmira 
www.rytechmachine.ca

150 Church St. W | Elmira | Phone: 519-669-5672

PROVIDING EMERGENCY AND 
PREVENTATIVE HEALTH CARE FOR:

ELDALE VETERINARY CLINIC

Your Pets

ELDALE VETERINARY SERVICES

Your Horses &
Farm Livestock

Mar-Dale 
Transport (1985) Ltd.

669-3392

Floradale, ON

Order Buying of Stockers

Livestock Trucking

519-638-3008
1-800-263-9818

Drayton Listowel

1.800.265.6126  |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

yourself.
 - Avoid prolonged, re-

petitive tasks. (Ask some-

cause your load to fall. 
Check clearance before 

operating under overhead 
electric lines or before 
entering a building. 

Always travel with the 
front-end loader or buck-
et in the lowest position 
possible. 

Avoid operating attach-
ments during road travel 
and keep the PTO disen-
gaged unless absolutely 
necessary. 

Transport winged and 

 � STAYING HEALTHY: There are a variety of steps you can take to avoid injuring your back and avoiding future pain

folding implements in 
their narrowest configu-
ration.

 CAUTION 
Make sure that the 

tractor is large enough to 
handle its load. Likewise, 
equipment that weighs 
more than 4.5 times the 
weight of the towing unit 
should not be towed. If a 
fully loaded trailed im-
plement exceeds 1.5 times 
the weight of the towing 
vehicle, it must have in-
dependent brakes.

body to help out! Take 
turns.) 

- Practice safe lifting 
techniques. (Use your 

legs!) 
- Alternate between 

heavy and light work 
tasks.

 - Take frequent rest 
breaks. 

- Before starting a task, 
consider how it could be 
done differently.

 - Address tripping haz-
ards. 

There are also things 
that you can do to 
strengthen your body 
against the suffering of 
back pain. Don’t wait until 
you are in severe pain to 
start! Exercising, strength-

ening your core, stretch-
ing and eating well can 
not only safeguard against 
back injury, it can also 
lead to optimal health.

 If your back pain 
doesn’t resolve itself or 
is unbearable, seek the 
advice of a doctor or oth-

er medical professional. 
Don’t ignore the pain and 
hope it goes away. Medical 
treatment and rehabil-
itation may enable you 
to continue working and 
functioning. By address-
ing the issue, you could 
prevent further pain.

 �HITCHING: It only takes a few minutes to make changes to your practices that 
will help you avoid situations that lead to countless injuries every year

FROM 9

FROM 9

Create a checklist to ensure you're taking precautions. [SUBMITTED]
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
fi ring? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

There were 686 residential homes sold through the 
MLS system of the Kitchener-Waterloo Association 
of Realtors in August, the most ever recorded for the 
month. August’s home sales represented an increase 
of 48% compared to the same month last year, and 
a decrease of 8% compared to the previous month. 
The average sale price of all residential properties in-
creased 21% to $634,409, while detached homes sold 
for an average price of $734,427, an increase of 18.9%

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) and the 
Canadian International Development Organization 
(CIDO) this week announced a joint project to bring 
more aid to Beirut in the wake of the catastrophic 
explosion. Funds received through this partnership 
will be used for water, shelter, food, health, psy-
chosocial support, education and peace-building.

www.mcco.ca/CIDO

RECORD HOMES SALES JOINT VENTURE

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

FALL MAINTENANCE

100 Union St. Elmira, ON
519-669-0524

› Aerators
› Aeraseeder
› Blowers
› Hedge Clippers
› Lawn Edgers

› Mowers
› Lawn Rollers
› Wheelbarrows
› Sod Cutters 

For a complete list of tools available visit woolwichrentals.ca 
or email info@woolwichrentals.ca

Prepare now for a lush lawn next year.

I t’s unclear as to wheth-
er the next phase of 
the COVID-19 pandem-

ic has arrived, but looking 
around this week, it sure 
appears close.

The number of people 
in Ontario being infected 
by the virus has climbed 
alarmingly. Premier Doug 
Ford is pleading with us to 

TECHNOLOGICAL EXPANSION

Dave Godglick and Ken Naylor of Mornington Communications, which will be extending fibre optic services to Crosshill, 
starting with the Wellesley Township building. [SUBMITTED]

Mornington Communications running cable to bring high speed service to township offi  ce, making the option available to residents

Crosshill to get fibre optic internet

The food sector must act responsibly as next phase looms

ROBERTS | 13

stay diligent, even though 
many regard reopening 
schools as being akin to 
throwing another log on 
the fire.

Meanwhile, hopes for a 
vaccine were dampened 
Tuesday when a leading 
coronavirus trial involv-
ing Oxford University 
and pharmaceutical com-

pany AstraZeneca was 
put on hold after one of 

the human participants 
developed a suspicious 
illness. 

Maybe the writing’s on 
the wall. 

The food industry will 
be better prepared for the 
next phase. It responded 
admirably and gallantly 
when the pandemic ar-
rived, thanks to a well-es-

tablished food supply 
infrastructure and the 
diligence of all those in-
volved in making sure we 
had enough to eat. Short-
ages of staples at grocery 
stores, driven by panic 
buying and changes in our 
food purchasing sourc-
es – mainly, retails vs. 
restaurants – were quickly 

addressed.
As the next phase looms, 

expect to see consumers 
load up their shopping 
carts again. That’s espe-
cially likely when you 
consider round two will 
probably coincide with 
the fall harvest and all the 
good things that emanate 

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Given our dependence on 
the internet, high-speed 
connections are no longer 
a luxury, but a necessity 
for not only businesses 
but the online pace of 
many peoples’ lives. The 
coronavirus pandemic 
only accelerated that 
trend, with many of us 
working from home or 
relying on technology 
to help us cope with the 
lockdown.

There are many projects 
ongoing in the Waterloo 
Region and surrounding 
areas which are dedicated 
to bringing better service 
to the community. South-
western Integrated Fibre 
Technology (SWIFT) is just 
one of the groups working 
with government officials 
hoping to bring stronger 
internet connections to 
the region and there many 
more are in the works as 
well. 

In Crosshill, it’s Morn- FIBRE OPTIC | 13

ington Communications 
that’s looking to expand 
the service.

Through their Fibre to 
the Home initiative, Morn-
ington will be bringing 
fibre optic internet with 
some of the fastest speeds 
in the country to the area. 
Earlier this year the com-
pany won a bid to bring 
service to the township 
office. As a result of this, 65 
homes and businesses will 
also be able to access this 
service, gaining the ability 
to see speeds up to one 
gigabit – 100 times what’s 
currently available in the 
area.

“Internet is the way 
people transact now, of 
course, and they need to 
have a good bandwidth to 
be able to do everything 
that the internet now has. 
In the early days, dial-up 
was fine, because you just 
load a page of text, read it, 
and then [load the] next 
page, read it. Slow speeds 
were not a factor [back 
then]. But now that people 

are streaming videos, on-
line gaming, [for example] 
design firms that have 
large graphic files have to 
transport back and forth. 
You have to have good 
bandwidth and fibre is the 
best technology out there 
to deliver that,” said Ken 
Naylor, general manager 
at Mornington Communi-
cations. “We did a couple 
projects already in Welles-
ley Township – we went 
to Linwood and Hawkes-
ville. They have a need for 
better internet services 
at their township office, 
which is based in Cross-
hill, so we’ve been looking 
at different ways to get the 
service through some form 
of subsidy program but 
ultimately, the township 
decided they just had to 
make a move in and [went 
ahead].”

Naylor says the commu-
nity is very underserved 
in terms of internet qual-
ity, a shortcoming that is 
addressed with the exten-

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
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Masks and gloves: 
Must be sealed in a 
bag.

•	Put masks, gloves and 
wipes in a garbage bag 
and tie shut. 

•	Do not leave masks 
and gloves loose in 
cans or bins.

Garbage: Bag all 
garbage. 
 
•	All garbage must be 

inside a garbage bag 
and tied shut. 

•	 If you use a garbage 
can, ensure all  
garbage inside the 
can is in bags and 
tied tightly shut.

Green bin: Must use a 
liner bag.

•	Each green bin must 
be lined with either a 
paper	bag	or	certified	
compostable bag.

•	Close all liner bags for 
collection.

•	Tissues, napkins and 
paper towels should 
go in the garbage.

Blue box: Reduce 
risk of exposure.

•	 If you are sick, put all 
items that have come 
in contact with your 
mouth, nose or eyes 
in the garbage.

•	Do	not	overfill	blue	
boxes.

Cardboard: Tie into 
bundles.

•	Flatten and tie  
cardboard into  
bundles, maximum  
75 x 30 centimetres 
(30 inches long x   
8 inches high). Tie 
with cotton twine.

•	Place bundle beside 
the blue box.

Waste collection during the COVID-19 pandemic
New ways to organize your waste for safe and healthy collection

Don’t know where it goes? 
Ask the Waste Whiz, online at www.regionofwaterloo.ca/wastewhiz

or download the free Waste Whiz app!

Space provided through a partnership between industry and Ontario municipalities to support waste diversion programs.

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

Are you paying Too Much for 
Hearing Aids in Elmira?  

58 Wellington Rd #7 Unit # 2 Elora  
 519-546-8246 | hearrightcanada.ca

Book your FREE hearing assessment today 
and our hearing care professionals will 

be happy to answer your questions. 

Batteries
$10/box

(40 cells) 

Deidre Jones Hearing Consultant            

Karissa Schiestel 

Hearing Instrument 

Specialist/Co-owner 
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englift
275 Union Street, Elmira  |  (800) 263-9823

We are still growing! In January 2020, we opened a third manufacturing facility 

members to help serve our customers. Based in Elmira, Ontario, there is no 

engliftsystems.com >> Careers

• Mechanical Designers
• 
• 
• Welders
• Purchaser
• Project Manager
• Shipping / Receiving
• Quality Controller
• Service Coordinator

Positions We’re hiring local talent! Why commute?

WE’RE HIRING AGAIN!
GREAT THINGS ARE HAPPENING...GREAT THINGS ARE HAPPENING...

RIGHT IN YOUR BACK YARD!

sion of fibre optic connec-
tions. 

In 2018 the company 
pitched a $100,000 project 
to council that would have 
brought fibre internet to four 
areas of the township. While 
it ultimately passed at the 
time, council decided now is 
the time to bring Morning-
ton onboard. 

Township offices will see 
internet connected later 
this year, and 2021 is when 
residents and businesses 
can expect service to come 
to them. 

Naylor says when the 
cables are being run, resi-
dents will have the option 
for a connection to be 
made to their homes and 
businesses for free – with 
no obligation to take on 
their services at a later 

 FIBRE OPTIC: Work to connect 
admin. building to boost internet

FROM 11

 ROBERTS: Consumers need to understand the consequences of poor choices
FROM 11

from field and gardens ev-
erywhere.

Such home-grown fare 
is associated with good 
health. But for many peo-
ple, the first round of the 
pandemic presented addi-
tional health challenges. It 
hit when we were seasonal-
ly sedentary, and in many 
cases it served as a license 
to consume food like there 
was no tomorrow.  

Well, it turns out there 
was a tomorrow, and we’re 
living now.

To a great degree, our 
personal health is in our 
hands. True, it depends 
on factors such as genetics 
and good luck, too. But 
just like we take protective 
measures to stave off the 
COVID-19 virus, so too can 
we plan towards a healthy 
diet when our options are 

restricted again.
Right now, and head-

ing into the fall, we have 
abundant seasonal op-
tions, right on our door-
step. We have some of 
the best farmers’ markets 
in the country. And the 
abundance of food at our 
grocery stores is truly 
amazing. We are blessed 
beyond belief.

But not all food choices 
are healthy, particularly 
processed foods. The abun-
dance of products loaded 
with sugar, salt and fat, 
work counter to our efforts 
to otherwise eat well and 
head off illness. 

The problem is they 
often taste great. And of 
course, the food industry 
will give us what we want, 
or lead us somewhere 
it thinks we want to go. 
Consider the move toward 

plant-based diets, or so-
called clean food grow in 
laboratory-like settings 
that have minimal contact 
or connectivity with ani-
mals or humans, or food 
produced without modern 
means such as biotechnol-
ogy.

Elsewhere, govern-
ments have stepped in the 
ensure the food industry 
being as responsible as 
possible. 

For example, convinced 
too much salt in processed 
meat was wreaking havoc 
on its citizens, the UK gov-
ernment set salt reduction 
targets in 2017. But the 
industry there responded 
poorly and little progress 
has been made.  

Most lately, the UK gov-
ernment has backtracked 
on calorie reduction tar-
gets. It wanted manufac-

turers to cut calories by 20 
per cent. The industry ba-
sically said no, and the gov-
ernment came back with 
10 per cent. Even that, says 
industry, is a monumental 
challenge.

Of course it is. But when 
its citizens get sick from 
diet-related illness, it’s 
governments who carry the 
weight of health costs, not 
industry.   

The answer is a concert-
ed effort involving govern-
ment and industry, along 
with consumers who un-
derstand the consequences 
of poor food choices. 

Is that where we stand as 
we enter the next phase of 
the pandemic?

Unfortunately not. We 
have tools like Canada’s 
food guide to help aid us. 
But ultimately, we need to 
help ourselves. 

date. That will allow them 
to gain access to the fibre 
optic internet when it be-
comes available later on.

Cables are expected to 
be run before inclement 
weather comes; those in-
terested are encouraged 
to look for Mornington 
employees or contact the 
company if they wish to 
take advantage of the free 
hookup offer.

Ken Naylor.  [SUBMITTED]
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

In what might be the only live theatre happening in the 
region, Flush Ink Productions is presenting Asphalt 
Jungle Shorts out of doors in Kitchener starting today 
(Sept. 10). All shows will be held outside, with audi-
ences limited to no more than 30. Masks are required.  

www.flushink.net

The Art Gallery of Ontario (AGO) announces the 
opening of two new photography exhibitions this 
October. Curated with artworks from the AGO 
Collection, both feature artists grappling with 
the same question, albeit from different eras and 
different perspectives: What can a photograph 
document? Documents, 1960s – 1970s and Dawoud 
Bey, John Edmonds and Wardell Milan, will now 
open Oct. 31, and run through Apr. 18, 2021. 

www.ago.ca

THEATRE OUTSIDE AGO A GO AGAIN

West Montrose bridge uncovered for TV show
IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Heritage Places, hosted by Dr. Christopher Cooper (inset) will feature an episode showcasing the West Montrose Covered Bridge.  [DAMON MACLEAN / SUBMITTED]

Already the subject of an earlier episode, the Kissing Bridge gets a deeper look on  Heritage Places

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

The oldest covered bridge 
in the country, West Mon-
trose’s “Kissing Bridge” is 
well known locally. Now, 
it’s gaining international 
exposure as the subject of 
an episode of the television 
show Heritage Places.

Hosted by Dr. Christo-
pher Cooper – an architect, 
photographer and writer 
– the show examines archi-
tecturally significant sites 
in Ontario and the Mari-
times.

“‘Heritage Places’ is 
just simply a show that 
I’ve created to bring more 
attention to heritage and 
beautiful sights that exists 
in Canada. Right now, our 
mandate is to be looking 
at Ontario through to Nova 
Scotia,” said Cooper. “We 
are now going to make the 
West Montrose Bridge or 
Kissing Bridge the cover 
girl for this new episode on 
covered bridges, which will 
now include New Bruns-
wick, but the focus of the 
new half hour show will 
be actually on West Mon-
trose.”

He says when it first 
aired on the now-defunct 
IBI TV network, the show 
was also broadcast in 
Australia, India and on 
the BBC, so many people 
around the world were 
learning about the Wool-
wich landmark. 

In the currently filmed 

episode, which first aired 
in 2014, Cooper discusses 
the brief history of the 
bridge but does not go into 
as much detail as he would 
like, such as explaining 
why it is called a kissing 
bridge. While he didn’t get 
to have his fill of architec-
tural details in the first 
show, Cooper is set to have 
a second chance as the new 
season of Heritage Places, 
set to air starting in 2021. 
The show will not only give 
the West Montrose bridge 
more airtime, it’s also go-
ing to be the poster child 

for the episode on cover 
bridges. 

“We are actually building 
a model of the West Mon-
trose bridge. We’re showing 
the excitement and how 
the complete construction 
of it and interweaving New 
Brunswick in that episode 
as we go, obviously leaving 
a gap where it goes deep-
er. … But it’s basically the 
star,” said Cooper. “We are 
spending a lot more time ... 
making sure that I connect 
with the viewer and mak-
ing it much more lively, 
much lighter. A lot more of 

the little stories and the lit-
tle bits that are very inter-
esting rather than showing 
a bridge and [saying] this is 
a bridge, and this is the his-
tory behind the bridge.”

Built in the early 1880s 
by architect John Bear, the 
West Montrose Covered 
Bridge now stands as the 
oldest covered bridge in 
Canada. Wanting a bridge 
to span the Grand River, 
John L. Wideman of St. 
Jacobs put out a tender for 
the construction in 1880. 
The bridge was officially 
opened Nov. 15, 1881 at a 

cost of just under $3,200. 
Expected to last between 
70 and 80 years at the 
time of construction, the 
bridge has undergone res-
toration – including adding 
concrete and steel parts 
to strengthen the aging 
structure. While some of 
the two-span bridge has 
changed since it was built 
almost 140 years ago, the 
current form remains true 
to the original design. 

Not the first covered 
bridge in the area – built 
before 1835, the Shingle 
Bridge was the first of its 

type and lasted 22 years 
before being destroyed by 
flood waters – the Kissing 
Bridge remains the only 
such structure in the area. 
It’s been designated as a 
historic site by the prov-
ince, alongside other rec-
ognitions, and is a major 
tourist draw in the region. 

Cooper expects to be in 
the Woolwich area this fall 
to film the new episode 
showcasing the bridge.

Rediscovering Canada 
will rebroadcast the first 
season of Heritage Places 
starting September 15.

tender, juicy, tasty!

82 Maddison St., W. Monkton, ON • 519-347-9999

to
reserve

call:

ALL STEAK MEALS INCLUDE VEGETABLES, COLESLAW & 
MASHED POTATOES OR FRIES DRINKS ARE EXTRA                                              

ADD MUSHROOMS TO 
ANY STEAK FOR 75¢

n.y. steak ...............$17.99 
rib steak................$18.99

sept. 18 & 19, 11 am – 7:30 pm

PATIO OPEN AND TAKE OUT AVAILABLE

two day steak

SUBSTITUTE CHOICES OF EITHER MEAT LOAF DINNER 
OR CHICKEN FINGERS

INDOOR DINING MUST HAVE A RESERVATION

20+ years in business

JULIANE SHANTZ
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

“Our reputation”
is your

“guarantee”

NEW TO THE CLINIC

www.earandhearingclinic.com
519-669-4425

WE’RE OPEN!

69 Arthur St. S. Elmira ON

CURBSIDE SERVICE
NOW AVAILABLE!

• Scheduled Appointments
• Masks Mandatory 
• Online Shop - NEW

Only clinic in Elmira with 
CERTIFIED AUDIOLOGISTS!

Contact clinic for more details 



OBSERVERXTRA .COM |  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2020 | 15

Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-residential

 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

NOW HIRING!

ParaMed Home Healthcare is currently hiring 
RN/RPN’s in the Linwood, Elmira, Baden, 

Wellesley (Wilmot/Woolwich Township) area to 
work with pediatric school students 

and general nurse visiting in the community. 
Visiting and shift nursing rates available!  

Apply at WWRecruiting@ParaMed.com

Kitchen Cabinet Production Designer
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

finishes and installs high quality custom cabinetry 
and solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are 

located in the town of Drayton.

At Woodland, one of our core values is Respect. Respect 

for our team members and respect for our customers. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Production Designer
to join our team. In this position, you will be using Cabinet 
Vision software, to create detailed shop drawings, CNC files 

and production cut lists. In this position you would be 
reporting to our Engineering Manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet Building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet Install experience will be an asset
• Cabinet Vision Experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

Experience:
• Cabinet Vision: 1 year (Preferred)
• Woodworking: 1 year (Preferred)

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and growing 
company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 4

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

VACANCY
 CAMEO COURT APARTMENTS

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA

Rare Premium Downtown Elmira, 
spacious two Bedroom open-layout  
Apartment becoming AVAILABLE in 
modern (2012) Apartment Building 
complete with Elevator, Main floor 
Common Room, individual Central Heating 
/ Air Conditioning in each Apt., as well as 
5 appliances (washer/dryer in each Apt.)

Apartment also can include one indoor 
parking space, at optional cost.

CONTACT:
(519) 525-2222 or (226) 989-4627 (After 4PM)

OR:   evans@hurontel.on.ca

DATE: Sat. Sept. 19, @ 10:00 am
LOCATION: 5461, Hwy 86, 1 km N. of Guelph Auto Mall
PREVIEW: Friday, Sept. 18, 1-4 pm and sale day 9 am

COVID-19 NOTES: Please FOLLOW COVID-19 
PROTOCOL, PHYSICAL DISTANCING AND MASK OR 
FACE COVERING ARE REQUIRED. Hand Sani�zer will 
be provided. If you have been experiencing cold or flu 
likesymptoms or been out of Canada the last 14 days, 
we please ask you DO NOT a�end in person. Please 
call to leave a bid. 

FURNITURE/TOOLS & MISC. Pallister Power 
Recliner//Various Chairs//Couches/Dirt Devil Vacuum 
& Floor Cleaners//Stereo system c/w Cabinet//Exer-
cise Equipment & Weight Sets//Complete Baby 
Shower Party set for 30 people//Lots of Good Quality 
Christmas Decora�ons//Old Trunks//Nexus Mobility 
Walker //AMG Wheelchair//Tupperware//B&D36V 
Electric Lawn Mower//Old Reel Type Mower//Port-
able Heaters //4� Workbench c/w Vise//Air 
Pig//Simonize Polisher//Quan�ty of Turf Tires on 
Wheels//Good Variety Hand Tools& Shop Supplies//-
Sump Pump//Air Lines on Reel//Scots Fer�lizer 
Spreader//B&D Routers & Bits//Target Dry Tile 
Cu�er//Car Roof rack//Aluminum Step 
Ladder//Garden Tools & Hose//Harley Davidson 
Motorcycle Helmets & Memorabilia//
BOAT: 1983-17’ Thunder Cra� Boat c/w 8’ Beam& 
470 Merc Cruiser in Board Motor on Trailer
Terms: 10% buyer’s premium. Cash and/or Debit. 
Cheque with proper ID. Any announcements day of 
sale take precedence over ads. Auc�oneer, Auc�on 
company or proprietors not responsible for accidents, 
injury, damage or loss of property on sale day.

Kurtz Auctions Inc.
ESTATE AUCTION SALE

Kurtz Auctions Inc. / Auctioneer: 
Brian S Kurtz (519)836-0342  |  Email: kurtzauctionsinc@gmail.com 

See www.kurtzauctionsinc.ca and https://facebook.com/
brian.kurtz3950 for photos and update on new items.  

Part time driver needed for deliveries 2 days 
a week. Needs to be reliable, friendly and have 

knowledge of Elmira, Kitchener/Waterloo, 
Cambridge and Guelph areas.

Requires a G License. Apply in person
at Stemmler Meats in Heidelberg or email  terry@stemmlermeats.ca

ANNUAL AREA 
CONSIGNMENT 

AUCTION 
Held at Baxter’s Trucking Yard 4881 

William Hastings Line Crosshill,  
for area consignors on:

SATURDAY SEPT 19 AT 9:30 AM
HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: small farm 
machinery; horse drawn machinery; farm 
equipment; farm miscellaneous; woodworking 
equipment and tools; quantity of hand; 
power; and lawn and garden tools. Visit 
jantziauctions.com  for full list  with pics. 

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

FARM FOR SALE BY TENDER
TENDERS are now being received 

until 4:00 pm on October 8, 2020, for 
the property Legally described as  
PT LOT 6, CON 1 PILKINGTON 

Approx. 93.47 acres:  
approx. 60 workable acres, dwelling, 
poultry barn and equipment shed.

To obtain details of tender, please 
contact Andrea Donkers As follows:

Email: info@donkers.farm 
Tel: 519-835-1634

Website: www.donkers.farm

• Preview: by appointment

• Prospective buyers provide their offer 
in a sealed envelope with a signed 
Agreement of Purchase and Sale, 
deposit payment and any specific terms 
that the buyer would like to request.

• Deposit payment of $ 50,000 to be 
paid by certified cheque or bank draft 
payable to McElderry & Morris in trust. 
Any deposit payments where the tender 
is not accepted will be returned.

• Offers delivered to McElderry & Morris, 
84 Woolwich St. Guelph, ON, N1H 
3T9, Attention: Sergio Manera, until 
4:00 P.M. October 8, 2020.

• There is no obligation for the seller to 
select one of the tenders if they are not 
satisfied with any other offers.

• Seller reserves the right to choose the 
tender. Therefore, the highest offer is no 
guarantee of acceptance.

• Seller prefers closing date within 60 days 
if a buyer is chosen.

• The fields are planted for the 2020 crop 
season, buyer must allow the seller to 
harvest the crop.

• Purchaser is responsible for the property 
survey if needed.

HELP WANTED RENTAL FARM TENDER AUCTION

HELP WANTED

MCC THRIFT & GIFT IN 
ELMIRA IS LOOKING 
to fill the volunteer role 
of Greeter. Responsibil-
ities include welcoming 
customers to the store 
and ensuring proper 
precautions are taken to 
meet Covid-19 response 
expectations. For more 
information contact 
John Reimer at johnre-
imer@mcco.ca or call 
519-669-8475.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

CHOICE TUTORING--
LEE ANN SMITH 
-Over 10 years tutoring 
experience -Qualified 
Bachelor's Degree and 
Education Assistant 
Diploma -Supporting 
Online, Hybrid and Full-
Time Learning -Follows 
Health and Safety 
Guidelines -Fluent in 
Google Classroom and 
Chromebooks and multi-
ple grades and subjects 
- Gives parents control 
over the safety and 
quality of their child's 
learning Contact me at 
226-789-9355 or email 
me at zambonicat21@
gmail.com

FOR SALE

LAWN FERTILIZER AND 
LAWN SEED - CALL 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35.  
519-635-8737.

ONE FLAT WALL GLASS 
DOOR CUPBOARD. NAT-
ural finish. 519-698-2105.

AUCTIONS

LIVE AUCTION SALE OF 
COMPACT TRACTOR, 
Pontiac Bonneville, wood-
working tools, shop tools, 
riding mower, household 
goods & miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 8037 
Wellington Rd. 7, Maple-
ton Twp. (2 miles north 
of Drayton, or 3 miles 
West of Parker), for Ed 
and Gladys Diefenbacher, 
on Saturday, September 
12th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-
4451 or 698-0138

AUCTIONS

LIVE AUCTION SALE 
OF MF COMPACT 
tractor, riding lawn trac-
tors, trailers, tools and 
miscellaneous items, 
to be held at 52 Peel St. 
East (County Rd. 17), in 
Alma, for Paul and Pearl 
Gibson, on Saturday, 
Sept 19th @ 10:00 a.m. 
(rescheduled from March 
28th) Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451 or 
698-0138.

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking,  
519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

FARM SERVICES

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

SEED WHEAT AND FER-
TILIZER COMPETITIVE 
pricing. Rye seed, winter 
barley. Hard red wheat, 
Gallus. Soft red wheats 
Branson, Measure, Mark-
er, Emperor and more. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

BUYING OLD GOLD, SIL-
VER COINS. ALSO 
scrap gold, dental, broken 
rings or chains. Jewellery, 
diamonds, vintage wrist & 
pocket watches. Highest 
prices paid. Call Elmira 519-
242-6900 or gallamore@
golden.net. Have a mask 
will travel. Confidential!

RENTAL

RESPONSIBLE MALE 
LOOKING TO RENT A 
room or apt.  in St. Clem-
ents or Linwood. Needs 
to live in area for volun-
teer firefight. Please call  
519-748-8714. MORE ON PG 17
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

YOUR BUSINESS  

HERE EVERY WEEK  

DELIVERED TO HOMES 

IN WOOLWICH,  

WELLESLEY &  

WATERLOO.

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

We support our
Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:
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®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

 Farm | $2.25 Million
102 acres close to Listowel. 83 workable organic acres, 17 acre bush lot, and a 
3 +1 bedroom ICF constructed home (2009), all on a paved road. Also 2 Coverall 
buildings. MLS. Call Dale Direct. 

Birdland Elmira | $699,000
Large split level house on beautiful huge 
lot. Four bedrooms. Master has its own 
bathroom entrance and sliding doors to 
private balcony where you can enjoy 
morning coffee looking out onto your  
treed backyard. 2 car garage, parking for 
several cars, boats and other toys. Three 

large common areas including one with a gorgeous fireplace and hearth. 
Basement includes two bedrooms that would make great home offices or perfect 
in-law suite. You will want to add your own touches to this place so come have 
a look! One of the best locations in Elmira, close to all amenities. MLS

Elmira | $489,000
All brick 3 bedroom steps to the downtown. Parking at the side and at the rear. 
Great opportunity.  MLS Call Dale

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

SELLING? 
CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

$525,000$525,000

Elmira - We invite you to come and see this 
impressive Elmira semi-detached home. The curb 
appeal alone will entice you to see more. Move in 
ready and in immaculate condition, this open 
concept, 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom home is waiting 
for you. Just seconds to the new Riverside Public 
School, and minutes to high school, arena and 
downtown. Use your creative talents to finish the 
basement as you wish. Basement has bathroom 
rough-in. Some extra features and upgrades 
include, tankless water heater, 200 amp service, 
large kitchen with a walk in pantry. Don’t wait, call 
today!

Elmira - Watch the sunset while splashing in your 
pool!!!  If you’re looking for character and charm 
you will find it here with stained glass windows, 
exposed brick, original trim and casing, pocket 
doors and hidden storage nooks with original 
hardware. With 4 bedrooms, one being great for 
an office or nursery and an unfinished walk-up 
attic, this home is the perfect size for a growing 
family. The finished basement includes a small 
rec-room, a bonus room and storage areas.  Sitting 
on the edge of town, you will enjoy peaceful views 
of open fields giving privacy to enjoy your above 
ground pool with solar heat.  Furnace and A/C 
2014, Roof Shingles 2019, Appliances included, 
Parking for 6+, updated windows.$525,000$525,000

SOLD
$550,000$550,000

Elmira -  Charming and well maintained is this 
detached, 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom home. The ideal 
starter home or an upgrade for the growing 
family! Enjoy entertaining in your well laid out 
kitchen/dinette area complete with patio doors 
leading to your large covered concrete patio, 
perfect for outdoor dining in hot, cool or even wet 
weather. Upstairs you will find 3 sizable 
bedrooms, including a master bedroom with 
ensuite bathroom and walk-in closet. The yard is 
fully fenced offering privacy and landscaped 
nicely with perennial gardens. Easily park 3 
vehicles in your double wide exposed aggregate 
driveway, and attached garage. Be sure to come 
take a look, this is a must see!

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

SOLD

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

Serene country location surrounded by 
trees. Located between Alma & Salem. 
Practical layout w/2 bdrms on the main 
flr. Dining area & LR w/hardwood. LR 
has doors to composite deck & interlock 
patio. Updated bathrm, main flr laundry, 
enclosed porch at rear. Rec room, two 
bdrms, updated 3 pce and large utility 
room downstairs. Heated garage. Gen-
erator hook-up.  MLS 

6892 First Line W., Elora

SOLD

7A-180 Northfield Drive, W., Waterloo, Ontario  N2L 0C7

Follow me on Instagram @soldbyroes
moniqueroes@royallepage.ca519.747.2040 

$559,900 LOVELY 2 STOREY HOME 
BACKING ONTO TRAIL!   
Some new flooring & paint throughout!  
Open concept main floor w/kitchen island, 
shiplap wall, sunken living room 
w/beautiful stone gas fp & walkout to 
deck. 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms including 
ensuite. Finished basement, roof 2015.   
NEW MLS

NEW LISTING!

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY September 12TH, 10AM–12PM
41 BRISTOW CREEK, ELMIRA   
(COVID MEASURES IN PLACE)

Julie M. Heckendorn,
Broker

FIRST TIME OFFERED. Cozy 2 bdrm home on a quiet street. Hdw flr and newer window in LR. 
Main for den w/sliding door to deck (easily converted to a din area). Eat-in kitchen. Main flr 
laundry w/dr to outside. Gas furnace (2013). 23' x 16'6 garage & dble interlocking driveway. 
A great starter home! MLS 

DIRECT (519) 588-7562
EMAIL: Julieheckendorn20@gmail.com

$379,900

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

TRADES & SERVICES

CUSTOM APPLE PRESSING & 
JUICE SALES BY APPOINTMENT. 
Order early for best availability. 
Cedar Ridge Pressing, 3175 North-
field Dr., 519-669-3541, Elmira.

RON'S DRYWALL AND RENOVA-
TIONS. OVER 35 YEARS EXPE-
rience. Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@gmail.com

COMING EVENTS

KARATE! IN-PERSON & VIRTU-
AL CLASSES AVAILABLE SCH-
WEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS 
Self-defense, Self-discipline, 
Self-confidence. GROUP CLASS-
ES FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT Taught 
by Renshi Becky Schweitzer, 4th 
Degree Black Belt and World Kara-
te Champion. Location Heidelberg 
Community Centre - 2915 Lobsing-
er Line, Heidelberg. Our Fall 10 
week session $110+HST. Call 519-
580-1418 or e-mail becky_sch-
weitzer@hotmail.com

GARAGE SALES

ESTATE GARAGE SALE SAT. 
SEPT. 12, 8:00. FURNITURE, 
miscellaneous household effects. 
50 Riverside Dr. W., Elmira.

FROM PAGE 15

SQUEEZING IN SOME MORE SUMMER

A group of boys – Jordan Sutherland, Maeden Habermehl, Brody Wolfe, Hudson Wolfe and Jackson Wolfe – enjoyed 
Elmira’s skate park last week prior to what was supposed to be a return to school.  [DAMON MACLEAN]

100% LOCAL
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decision of the Township of Woolwich to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal but the person or 
public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
the Township of Woolwich before the by-law is passed, the person or public body is not entitled 
to appeal the decision.
AND TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public 
meeting, or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the by-law is passed, 
the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before 
the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable 
grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the Public 
Meeting as follows:

• view the Public Meeting / Committee of the Whole meeting livestream on the Woolwich 
Township Youtube channel at the following link https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ OR

• participate in the Public Meeting by REGISTERING with the Clerk’s department on or before 
4:30 pm on Thursday October 1, 2020.  To register please:

•  email asmyth@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6004; or
• visit www.woolwich.ca/delegations for more information on speaking before Council and to 

register through the online delegation request form.
• When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email and the application 

number you would like to comment on.  Once you are registered the Deputy Clerk will forward 
information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call 
number).

If you are concerned that you do not have access to phone or internet or are otherwise concerned 
about the reliability of your signal please ensure that you submit written comments, see 
instructions below.  Written comments do not negate your opportunity to also speak at the Public 
Meeting but do ensure your voice is heard should your electronic connection to the meeting not 
work.
If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen 
and have the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the Clerk’s 
department (see above information). You will not be required to speak if you do not want to.

NOTIFICATION
If you cannot participate in the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments about the 
proposed changes in writing to the Township of Woolwich.  Any comments received on or before 
September 29th, 2020 (Note that this date is before the public meeting) will be included in a 
report prepared by Development and Corporate Services and presented at the Public Meeting.  
Any comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision on the 
applications, will also be considered but will not be included in the Information Report available 
at the Public Meeting.
The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the authority 
of the Planning Act and may form part of the public record which may be released to the 
public.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that 
is available to the general public at the Committee of the Whole and Council meetings.  Please 
note that while the Committee of the Whole and Council may redact some personal information 
such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made public 
in their entirety.  Questions about this collection should be directed to the Records and Freedom 
of Information Officer at 519-669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.
Should you wish to be notified of future meetings and reports regarding the proposed 
amendments, please:

• submit a written request, noting that you wish to be kept informed, to the Township of 
Woolwich, Development Services, 24 Church Street West, Box 158, Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z6, 
or

• email your request noting that you wish to be kept informed to planning@woolwich.ca.

Questions or written submissions may be directed to:

Township of Woolwich
Box 158
24 Church Street West
Elmira, ON 
N3B 2Z6

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 10th day of September 2020.

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING 
REGARDING BACKYARD CHICKEN COOPS  

IN RESIDENTIAL ZONES
Tuesday, October 6, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township 
offices will not be permitted. Below is information on how you can submit comments, 
view or participate in the meeting.
Take Notice that the Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting to consider the following:

• an amendment to Animal Control By-law 31-2018, under Sections 8(3) and 11(3) of the 
Municipal Act and in accordance with the Municipal Act , 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25.; and

• a general amendment to Comprehensive Zoning By-law 55-86, as amended, under Section 
34 of the Planning Act and in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended.

The Township of Woolwich has initiated a review of the current Animal Control By-law and the 
Comprehensive Zoning By-law to consider amendments to permit backyard chicken coops 
on residential zoned lands in the Township. Below is information related to the proposed 
amendments.
No decisions will be made at this meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information and 
to receive comments from the public and agencies before a recommendation and decision is 
made at a later date.
An information report will be available at the Public Meeting to provide a brief summary of the 
proposed amendments.  As the general amendment applies to all residential zoned lands within 
the municipal boundary of the Township of Woolwich a location map is not included.  Please be 
advised that Notice of the Public Meeting does not indicate whether the Township is in support 
of, or in opposition to the proposal.  That determination will be made at a later date.

Proposed Animal Control By-law Amendment
If chickens are to be permitted on residential zoned lands a number of amendments to the 
Animal Control By-law are proposed to address potential concerns including, but not limited to, 
limiting the number of chickens to 4, hens only (over 4 months of age to ensure they are hens and 
not roosters), regulating the coop and run for animal health, requiring maintenance standards 
to reduce potential rodent and odour issues, and restricting the location of the coop.  Hens would 
only be for personal use and it is proposed that no egg or manure sales would be permitted.
Additionally, implementation of a registry and license process would be recommended.  This 
regulation would suggest that a residential property must be 400 square metres or larger to have 
hens and would be subject to meeting all the other proposed regulations.

Proposed Zoning By-law Amendment
Section 6.4 of the Township’s Zoning By-law regulates the use of detached accessory buildings, 
and Section 6.4 g) prohibits the keeping of various animals as noted below:
The housing, breeding or raising of animals for commercial purposes shall be prohibited.  
Accessory Building(s) may permit the keeping of ordinary domestic household pets, but not 
including horses, cattle, sheep, goats, chickens, ducks, geese or other fowl or any exotic pets 
identified in the Township of Woolwich’s Exotic Pet By-law 86-95, as amended. (By-law 83-2006 
passed November 28, 2006 (General Amendment))
The Township is considering an amendment to Section 6.4 g) by deleting chickens from the 
above noted list of prohibited animals but retaining the other fowl and non-domestic pets.
This proposed amendment would allow chickens in detached accessory buildings.  Accessory 
buildings would still be required to meet zoning regulations and additional regulations for the 
keeping of chickens would be contained in the Animal Control By-law as noted above.

ADDITONAL INFORMATION
An on-line questionnaire regarding backyard chicken coops and a complete list of the proposed 
amendments to the Animal Control By-law can be viewed or obtained as follows:

• View / print the information from the Township webpage at www.woolwich.ca.  Select 
Ongoing Planning Items / Proposed Chicken Coops in Residential Zones;

• Animal Control By-law amendment - Email asmyth@woolwich.ca to request a copy by 
email or phone Corporate Services staff at 519-669-6004 to request a copy by mail,

• Zoning By-law amendment - Email planning@woolwich.ca to request a copy by email or 
phone Development Services staff at 519-669-6040 to request a copy by mail, or

• Visit the Development Services department at the Township Administration building located 
at 24 Church Street West, Elmira weekdays between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm to obtain a paper 
copy.

The public is encouraged to review the information and complete the on-line questionnaire.

ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT APPEAL RIGHTS
TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the 

Animal Control By-law Amendment 
Val Hummel, Clerk 
Email – vhummel@woolwich.ca
Phone – 519-669-6005 
1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005

Zoning By-law Amendment
Jeremy Vink, Manager of Planning
Email – jvink@woolwich.ca
Phone – 519-669-6038
1-877-969-0094 ext. 6038
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whereas 12 metres is required for the proposed severed lands (33A Church Street East); and 

• A17/2020 - relief form Section 12.3 a) to permit a reduced lot frontage of approximately 11 
metres whereas 12 metres is required for the proposed retained lands (33B Church Street 
East).

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 18/2020 – Empire Communities (Riverland) Ltd.,  
Lots 9, 10 and 11 on Blacksmith Drive, Breslau, Phase 2 of Draft Plan of Subdivision 30T13701

ZONE / USE:  Residential – Mixed High Density with Design Guidelines(R-5A) with site specific 
provisions (Section 26.1.345) – vacant residential land

PROPOSAL:  The applicant is requesting relief from Site Specific Section 26.1.345 A.i)b) to reduce 
the minimum lot frontage for three internal lots (Lots 9, 10 and 11) within Phase 2 of their 
draft plan of subdivision from 8.0 metres to approximately 7.1 metres.  The lands are currently 
vacant and proposed for development of single detached dwellings.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 19/2020 – Jeremy Ruppert, 3781 Arthur Street North, 
ZONE / USE:  Agricultural (A) / single detached dwelling, detached garage and accessory shed 

with an attached lean-to

PROPOSAL:  The applicant is requesting relief from Section 6.4.4 to increase the total accessory 
building size from 112 square metres to approximately 149 square metres in order to permit 
the existing 37 square metre accessory shed with an attached lean-to to remain on the 
property.  The property also contains a 112 square metre detached garage and a dwelling 
with no attached garage.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 20/2020 – Brad Prentice, 223 Brookmead Street, Elmira
ZONE / USE:  Residential Medium Density (R-3) with site specific provisions (Section 26.1.274) /

single detached dwelling and accessory shed
PROPOSAL:  The applicant is requesting relief from the following:
• Section 6.4.1a) to allow an accessory building to be located between a building line established 

by this By-law and the street (Sugar King Drive); and
• Section 26.1.274 B.i.d) to reduce the required flankage yard (exterior side yard) setback 

adjacent to Sugar King Drive from 4.5 metres to approximately 0.6 metre;
in order to permit the existing 7.8 square metre accessory shed to remain in the current location 
on the property.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 21/2020 AND CONSENT APPLICATION B 17/2020 –  
Estate of George Winfield, 678 Katherine Street North, and

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 22/2020 – Rick and Julie Winfield, 686 Katherine Street North
ZONE / USE:  Agricultural (A) with site specific provisions (Section 26.1.219) / single detached 

dwelling and accessory building (678 Katherine St. N) and single detached dwelling and two 
sheds (686 Katherine St. N)

PROPOSAL:  The applicant is requesting permission to sever a parcel of land from an existing 
non-farm lot and convey it as a lot addition to the adjacent existing non-farm lot.  To facilitate 
the proposal the following applications have been submitted:

• B 17/2020 – to sever a vacant strip of land having approximately 24.4 metres frontage by 
181.4 metres depth and being approximately 4,426 square metres in area, from 678 Katherine 
Street North and convey it as a lot addition to the adjacent lands located at 686 Katherine 
Street North;

• A 21/2020 – to amend the site specific regulations to recognize a reduced lot area of 
approximately 1.5 ha and a reduced lot frontage of approximately 71 metres for the proposed 
retained lands at 678 Katherine Street North located in an Agricultural (A) zone; and

• A 22/2020 – to amend the site specific regulations to recognize the larger lot at 686 Katherine 
Street North with an approximate lot area 1.1 ha and an approximate lot frontage of 70 metres 
and located in an Agricultural (A) zone.

NOTICE OF DECISION:  Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will be sent to 
owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who register for the meeting.  If 
you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment in respect to this 
application, you must submit a written request to the Committee Secretary or register 
ahead of the meeting. This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal.

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS:  Anyone in opposition to 
a decision may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.  The Tribunal may dismiss 
an appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant did not make oral or written submissions 
to the Committee of Adjustment before a decision was given or does not provide a reasonable 
explanation for having failed to make a submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should you have any 
questions.  Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or 
by email to planning@woolwich.ca 

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to the Planning Act and  
Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96

TAKE NOTICE THAT the Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet on:

MONDAY, September 28, 2020 at 3:30 P.M.
for the purpose of hearing all persons interested in support of or opposition to any of the following 
applications as described below.
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offices will 
not be permitted.  Below is information on how you can submit comments, view or participate in 
the meeting. You may also contact the Committee Secretary by sending an email to planning@
woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the meeting 
as follows:

• view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township Youtube channel  at 
the following link  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ  OR

• participate by REGISTERING with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on Friday 
September 25th. To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6040.  
When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email and the application 
number you would like to comment on.  Once you are registered the Committee Secretary 
will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or 
conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and have 
the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the Committee Secretary 
(see above information).  You will not be required to speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we know which 
application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time to comment if you 
wish to do so.  As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security that is necessary to prevent 
unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting.  Applicants and their consultants will be automatically 
registered and contacted accordingly by the Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township office at 24 Church Street West, 
Elmira and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 
You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6038 to discuss any comments / concerns 
however, this is not considered a formal comment. 
The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications.  All submissions must 
be made no later than 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 22nd (Note that this date is before the 
meeting).  Any submissions received will be included in a comment package and presented at the 
meeting.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is 
available to the general public at the Committee of Adjustment hearing.  Please note that while the 
Committee may redact some personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers, 
your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.
This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located within 60 
metres (200 feet) of the subject properties.  If you wish to be notified of any last minute changes to 
the agenda (i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must contact the Committee Secretary at 519-
669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca.

APPLICATIONS
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATIONS A 16/2020 and A 17/2020- Dan Illes, 33 Church Street 
East, Elmira

ZONE / USE:  Residential – Mixed High Density (R-5) – vacant land

PROPOSAL: The applicant received Minor Variance approval (A 14/2020 and A 15/2020) on 
June 29th to reduce the lot frontage and lot width for both the proposed severed (B14/2020) 
and retained lands from 12 metres to 11.1 metres.  After surveying the lands it has been 
determined that a further variance reduction is required for both the proposed severed and 
retained lands as follows:

• A 16/2020 - relief from Section 12.2 to permit a reduced lot width of approximately 11 metres 
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•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Thank You
A sincere Thank  You to all 
our friends, neighbors and 

relatives for the condolences, 
donations and support with the 
recent passing our dear Mother, 

Grandmother and  
Great Grandmother. 

The Benjamins Family 

Dennis Lackner 

I found a picture of you,
One that I had not seen in a while.

I held it gently in my hands, 
Lost for a moment in your smile.  

I found a card from you 
Written in your own special way. 

I held it gently in my hands,
Lost for a moment in that day. 

Memories, sweet gifts from you,
To allow my heart a breath, 

To let me be lost for a moment,
To remember life, not death. 

In Loving Memory of 

Today and every day 
Lovingly remembered by

Marilyn and family

Who passed away Eight years ago 
September 10, 2012

David and Wilma Weber
Congratulations on your  

50th Wedding anniversary,  
Sept 10, 1970.

Love, your children, Grandchildren  
and Great Grandchild.

THANK YOU IN MEMORIAM ANNIVERSARY 

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Plans are underway to re-
open the pool at the Wool-
wich Memorial Centre, 
but it won’t be business as 
usual – as is the case with 
many activities as we cope 
with the coronavirus situ-
ation.

Measures to prevent the 
spread of the virus will 
be in place, with visitors 
asked to register online or 
phone in advance of head-
ing out for a swim.

“On Monday, September 
14, we’ll be having limited 
capacities for our swim 
programs and offering 
aquafit or lane swims and 
family swim,” said commu-
nity programs coordinator 
Marie Malcolm.

Residents are now re-
quired to register online 
for programming to guar-
antee themselves a slot, 

Pool to reopen at WMC, with new safety measures in place

with the facility accepting 
some walk-ins for the 
remaining spots, though 
people are encouraged 
to call ahead. Given the 
reduction in capacity re-
quired to maintain phys-
ical distancing, staff at 
the WMC expect there will 
be heavy demand for the 

available spots.
“People will be signing 

off when we register, and 
walk-ins will be required 
to sign-off on a COVID 
waiver, just ensuring that 
they’re going through 
the passive screening 
questions,” said Malcolm, 
noting those who are ill or 

have family members who 
are sick should stay away 
from the facility.

Change rooms will now 
only be available following 
a swim, meaning patrons 
should show up in their 
appropriate swimming gar-
ments. The policy recog-
nized that social distanc-

ing can be an issue in the 
small rooms. Showering is 
still required ahead of en-
tering the water, however.

Lockers will not be 
available, so the township 
suggests people not bring 
valuable items with them 
since they cannot guaran-
tee their security. Bags will 
be placed alongside the 
pool in a designated area.

“We’ll have minimal 
equipment available for 
the swim programs, such 
as our flutter boards and 
pool buoys, water belts, 
as well as our life jackets,” 
Malcolm added.

After use, the equipment 
will be properly washed. 
Guests are also encouraged 
to bring their own equip-
ment.

Having chlorine an ac-
tive virus-killing chemical 
in the water should help 
reduce transmission risk, 
but transmission remains 

a possibility. According to 
the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control, “There is no 
evidence that SARS-CoV-2, 
the virus that causes 
COVID-19, can spread to 
people through water in 
these places.”

As with all buildings 
in Waterloo Region, face 
masks must be worn upon 
entering and removed 
when participating in pool 
programming. 

The pool area joins the 
fitness centre in reopening, 
though the latter hasn’t 
seen a big uptick in usage. 
To encourage greater num-
bers there, and to boost 
programming, the town-
ship is reactivating mem-
berships and participants 
will no longer have to pay 
the drop-in fee. 

“We’re hoping that will 
bring some more people 
back into the building,” 
said Malcolm.

IN THE TIME OF COVID

The WMC will begin offering swim programs again on Monday, says the township's Marie Malcom. [DAMON MACLEAN]

THE PARTY MIGHT BE 
CANCELLED 

BUT THE NOTICE 
DOESN'T NEED TO BE. 

CELEBRATE YOUR 

MILESTONES IN THE 

OBSERVER!
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Schlegel-UW Research Institute for Aging’s 
Supporting Inclusion through Intergenerational Part-
nerships (SIIP) project has put out a call for proposals 
to organizations in Waterloo Region looking to start 
or expand projects that build connections between 
older adults living with dementia and high school 
and post-secondary-aged youth in our community. 
Applications will be accepted until Oct. 16, and 
successful applicants will be notified by Nov. 16. 

www.the-ria.ca  

The Perth East Fire Department will receive $25,000 
to purchase new battery-operated extrication tools 
as part of Farm Credit Canada’s AgriSpirit Fund. 
The organization is giving out $1.5 million to 92 
communities in this round of funding, bringing 
the total to $16.5 million over the past 17 years. 

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Brad
Brad started working for us when he was a teenager. He is now 
the shop manager at the Industrial Dr. location. This past year he 
has become part-owner of Leroy’s. 

Brad loves being active and has quite an adventurous side to 
him. He celebrated his first wedding anniversary in June! He has 
traveled to many places around the world. One of his highlights 
includes teaching at a snowboarding school in Japan for a year.

LOOKING TO CONNECT FCC DONATIONS

A t this point in the 
summer, you've 
probably had your 

fill of melon wedges, slices, 
cubes and balls. If you'd 
like something a bit more 
exciting, with more texture 
and salty, savory flavours, 
you should try a melon 
salad.

At its root, it's a pretty 
old concept. Greeks have 
been combining watermel-
on with salty feta cheese 
for centuries, or perhaps 
millennia, and the pairing 
is genius: The sweetness of 
the fruit balances the brin-
iness of the cheese, and 
the salty, crumbly cheese 
makes the melon seem 
even sweeter and more ex-
plosively juicy.

Somewhere along the 
line, cooks began to riff off 
this concept, pairing melon 
with all sorts of other salty, 
savory and/or creamy in-
gredients and drizzling the 
whole thing with oil and 
vinegar. But these inno-
vations can result in some 
common pitfalls: namely, 
watered-down dressings 
and garnishes that slide 
to the bottom of the salad 
bowl.

To make ours more co-
hesive and balanced, we 
came up with a few best 
practices: We left the mel-
on large so less liquid will 
exude and water down the 
dressing, and we kept sec-
ondary components small 
so they clung to the melon 
and held on to the intense-
ly flavored dressing, which 
we made with assertive 
ingredients such as lime 
juice, scallions, serrano 
chiles and fresh cilantro.

We also skipped the oil, 

Savory and 
showstopping 

watermelon salad

which would only be re-
pelled by the water on the 
surface of the watermelon. 
Instead we added richness 
with chopped roasted 
pepitas and cotija cheese, 
which adhered to the sur-
face of the watermelon 
pieces and held on to the 
dressing.

The beauty of melon 
salads is how versatile 
they are, so start with our 
version and then use those 
guidelines to create your 
own.

Watermelon Salad 
with Cotija and 
Serrano Chiles 
Serves 4 to 6

1/3 cup lime juice (3 limes)
2 scallions, white and green 
parts separated and sliced 
thin
2 serrano chiles, stemmed, 
halved, seeded, and sliced 
thin crosswise
1 to 2 tablespoons sugar 
(optional)
3/4 teaspoon table salt
6 cups (1 1/2-inch) seedless 
watermelon pieces
3 ounces cotija cheese, crum-
bled (3/4 cup), divided
5 tablespoons chopped fresh 
cilantro, divided
5 tablespoons chopped 
roasted, salted pepitas, 
divided

KITCHEN | 22

Rich Peers and Merlin Frey are preparing for this year’s 24-hour run/walk for a Grand River Regional Cancer Cen-
tre. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Endurance runners prepare for third annual fundraising event 

24 hours in the fight 
against cancer

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Rich Peers began running 
to support Grand River 
Hospital and the fight 
against cancer after losing 
his father to the disease 
five years ago. Initially in-
volved with Run Waterloo, 
he eventually decided to 
create a fundraising event 
of his own. 

The grassroots event Job 
Runners 24hr Run/Walk 
for GRRCC (Grand River 
Regional Cancer Centre) 
supports the cancer centre 
directly without any inter-
mediaries.

“My father passed away 
in 2015 of pancreatic 
cancer. Being involved in 
something was important 
to me and supporting the 
hospital-Grand River Hos-
pital is up there on the pri-
ority list,” explained Peers. 
“I had an opportunity to 
run for a fundraiser in 2015 
for Run Waterloo and I 
chose the cancer centre as 
that goal.” 

“Five years ago, Rich 
came up with this idea 
about taking your ambi-
tion and turning it into 
something bigger to im-
pact more people than 
just [himself],” said Merlin 
Frey, an Elmira resident 
that has been running 
alongside Peers since last 
year’s event. Frey is one of 
11 participants enduring a 
24-hour run for differing 
reasons at this year’s out-
ing. (Runners’ tales of how 
cancer has affected their 
lives are available on the RUN | 22

GOING THE DISTANCE

event’s Facebook page.)
Athletes are running 

throughout the region, 
with some local routes in 
the mix. Frey, for exam-
ple, will be heading out 
on Elmira’s Lions Trail, 
where he will be doing 67 
laps. Another runner will 
be doing a section of the 
Kissing Bridge Trail. Usu-
ally, the group would run 
together in a centralized 
location, but to prevent 
coronavirus transmission, 
they will be running paths 
of their own. Peers, how-
ever, has his own goal of 

visiting each of his fellow 
participants.

The general goal is to 
run for 24 hours, but Peers 
aims to meet his personal 
goal of 100 miles even if it 
takes longer than one day 
to complete the cycle. Last 
year, Peers’ event was able 
to raise $10,000 through 
direct donations and auc-
tion sales. With the coro-
navirus pandemic, their 
goal has been lowered to 
$8,000, reaching a mile-
stone of $25,000 over the 
last three years. 

“All donations, all pro-

ceeds are 100 per cent 
channeled into the hos-
pital, right for the cancer 
centre alone. It’s not about 
marketing, research or 
anything like that – it’s 
about patient care in the 
cancer centre. And that’s 
one thing that I like about 
it,” said Frey. 

Donations can be made 
online at the events Cana-
dahelps page (www.cana-
dahelps.org) by searching 
for GRRCC. The current 
tally is $1,435.

Peers is also collecting 

ON THE MENU

 
AMERICA'S TEST KITCHEN
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Join Us Online
Every Sunday

9:15 & 11:00 AM

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Judging and 

Being Judged

Worship: 9:30am

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.

Erv Wiens preaching

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Woolwich Residents Support Fund
On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich 
Township Council. 
The WRSF will initially address the anticipat-
ed unprecedented needs that many Woolwich 
residents will experience due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  However, the WRSF will continue 
to address ongoing needs experienced by 
Woolwich residents long after the pandemic 
has ended.   
In general, the fund will provide one-time fi-
nancial support to an applicant. However, we 
realize that no two cases are the same. Unique 
situations may require further support that 
otherwise would not be accessible for the on-
going needs of the individual. 
Prior to an applicant drawing from the WRSF, 
the Fund Review Committee will access other 
community services and funds that may be 
able to support and/or provide for the individ-
ual.
While eligibility practices and an application 
process are in place, it should be noted that 
in unique, complex, crisis and acute circum-
stances funds may be provided at the discre-
tion of the Fund Review Committee, assum-
ing the core criteria of the fund are met.
“What a great example of the barn-raising 
spirit that has always existed in Woolwich,” 
said Mayor Shantz about the Fund during her 
video announcement on what would have 
been the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival day. 

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.      Community Care Concepts of Wool-

wich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.     Woolwich Community Services
3.   Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  Woolwich Community 
Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, Woolwich 
Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, Com-
munity Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.

Additional information:

1. Combine lime juice, scallion 
whites and serranos in large 
bowl and let sit for 5 minutes. 
Stir in sugar, if using, and salt.

2. Add watermelon, 1/2 cup 
cotija, 1/4 cup cilantro, 1/4 cup 
pepitas and the scallion greens; 
stir to combine. Transfer to 
shallow serving bowl.

3. Sprinkle with remaining 1/4 
cup cotija, remaining 1 table-
spoon cilantro, and remaining 1 
tablespoon pepitas and serve. 
 

Recipe notes: Taste your mel-
on as you cut it up: If it's very 
sweet, omit the sugar; if it's 
less sweet, add the sugar to 
the dressing. Jalapenos can be 
substituted for the serranos. 
If cotija cheese is unavailable, 
substitute feta cheese. 
 

(For 25 years, confident cooks in 
the know have relied on America's 
Test Kitchen for rigorously 
tested recipes developed by 
professional test cooks and 
vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe 
testers. See more online at www.
americastestkitchen.com/TCA.)

items for an online auc-
tion. Those interested 
in donating to the cause 
can contact him at (rich@
jobrunnerkw.com). And 
t-shirts are also available 
for sale for $20, benefiting 
GRRCC directly. 

For many ultra-long dis-
tant runners, they reach 
a point during their expe-
rience of self-doubt and 
have to battle their minds. 
Having the social compo-
nent stripped away this 

year due to the pandem-
ic makes it all the more 
challenging, said Peers. 
However, runners plan to 
call one another through-
out their journeys to share 
their experiences. 

The runners will begin 
their treks at 6 a.m. on Oc-
tober 24, rain or shine. ‘We 
Endure Together’ is the 
motto for this year’s event, 
and like those that experi-
ence cancer, they will en-
dure their runs no matter 
the situation, he noted.

 � KITCHEN: One last hurrah for 
watermelon before the season ends

 � RUN: Feat of endurance gets 
underway early on Oct. 24

The run is a grassroots campaign that benefits the cancer centre direct-
ly. [DAMON MACLEAN]

FROM 21

FROM 21

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

 � GALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH TAKE-OUT LUNCHEON, 11:30 
a.m. Menus: lasagna, hot veggie, salad, bread and dessert, 
$12. Pick up between 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. RSVP 
required by Friday, September 11. 519-669-2852 or office@
gailpresbyterian.com
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OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Account
3. Haul
6. Schuss, e.g.
9. Call on
10. Transport to Oz
13. Armageddon
15. Married women
17. 4:1, e.g.
18. Halftime, myself
19. Between part and 
whole
21. Pre-exam feeling, 
maybe
23. Camp sack
24. Yellow fruit
27. Nosh
29. Become unhinged
31. "___ De-Lovely"
32. "Act your ___!"

35. Conflict
37. Drunk, in slang
39. Punish
41. Married
44. Halftime lead, e.g.
45. Decision Process
47. A nice country walk, 
spoiled
50. Like
52. "Didn't I tell you?"
53. "___ on Down the 
Road"
55. "___ a chance"
56. Keisters
57. Set, as a price
58. Airy
60. Fail to see
61. Half a baby is
62. "Wheels"
64. Baseball stat

65. Undertake, with "out"
DOWN
1. ___ lamp
2. Some tournaments
3. Train
4. "I'm ___ you!"
5. Result of delay
7. Astute
8. Little inn
9. End
11. Together, they could 
be a bore
12. Half a gone-by bird
14. "Stop that!"
16. Because
18. Sugar ___
20. Certain protest
22. Pacific
24. Can of worms?
25. A hand

26. Clip
28. Creative surface
30. Sounds without 
purpose
33. Mercury and Mars
34. Cars
36. QB's cry
38. Barely beats
40. Exemplify
42. Home, informally
43. "Anything ___?"
46. Bonanza find
48. Common deciduous 
tree
49. Disobeyed a zoo sign?
51. Italy's domain
54. Fail miserably
59. Game equipment
63. "___ we having fun 
yet?"

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 8am - 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

The Garden Gate
Still time to plant shrubs and perennials

Hydrangea Standard Perennial Grasses 

$11.99

For full selection of perennials and shrubs visit us on the farm at 

2560 Floradale Rd. Elmira. (One mile north of Floradale)

Cedars, Hydrangea, Boxwoods, Barberry, Spirea, Rose of Sharon

Weeping White 
Spruce Standard  

Mon - Sat 9 - 6        
519-669-3102

$74.99

Cash only

$74.99

Variety of concrete bird baths and benches in stock

A look at binge eating disorder
DEAR MAYO CLINIC: 
What is binge eating 
disorder? I've heard of 
anorexia and bulimia. 
But I'd never heard 
binge eating described 
as a disorder until my 
nephew was diagnosed 
with it. How is it treated?

ANSWER: Binge eating 
disorder is a serious health 
problem that involves 
eating unusually large 
amounts of food in a dis-
tinct span of time, such as 
over a two-hour period. 
During a binge, people 
who have this disorder feel 
unable to control or stop 
their eating. Treatment 
for binge eating disorder 
focuses on changing a 
person's behaviors and 
attitudes about eating and 
weight. In some cases, 
medication also can help.

As you mention, many 
people are familiar with 
anorexia and bulimia. An-
orexia is an eating disorder 
characterized by an ab-
normally low body weight, 
intense fear of gaining 
weight and a distorted 
perception of weight. Al-
though it's probably the 
most well-known type of 
eating disorder, anorexia 
is the least common. Buli-
mia is an eating disorder 
in which people eat large 
amounts of food and then 
try to prevent weight gain 
in unhealthy ways, such 
as by inducing vomiting, 
misusing laxatives, fasting 
or exercising excessively.

Binge eating disorder, 
is more common but less 
well-known than the oth-
er two. It involves eating 

large amounts of food 
during a time period that 
lasts two hours or less. 
People who have binge 
eating disorder often eat 
rapidly during these epi-
sodes, and they eat even 
if they are not hungry. 
The bingeing frequently 
happens alone or in secret. 
After bingeing, people 
with binge eating disorder 
may feel depressed, upset, 
ashamed or guilty about 
their eating.

If left untreated, eating 
disorders can lead to seri-
ous and even life-threat-
ening health problems. 
Research has shown that 
among all psychiatric dis-
orders, eating disorders 
have the highest mortality 
rate. It is crucial to iden-
tify eating disorders, so 
they can be appropriately 
treated.

Diagnosing binge eating 
disorder is a significant 
challenge. Many people 
who have it are skilled at 
hiding their binge eating 
from others. Stereotypes 
about the kind of person 
affected by eating disor-
ders often hinder diagno-
sis, too. Many people think 
young women who appear 
to be average weight or 
underweight are the only 
ones who deal with eating 
disorders. That's simply 

not true.
About 10 million men 

in the U.S. suffer from eat-
ing disorders, as do many 
people who are overweight 
or obese. Most do not seek 
help. That's dangerous be-
cause the long-term health 
risks of eating disorders 
can be severe.

One in five people who 
have anorexia die as a 
result of the disease. Al-
though the mortality rate 
is lower for bulimia and 
binge eating disorder, 
the complications from 
those conditions also can 
be severe. They include 
anxiety, depression, heart 
problems and gastroin-
testinal disorders. These 
eating disorders also can 
result in a poor quality of 
life and social isolation, 
as well as raise the risk for 
substance abuse disorders 
and suicide.

The lack of accurate 
diagnosis of binge eating 
disorder is particularly 
disheartening because 
once it is identified, binge 
eating disorder often 
can be treated success-
fully. In some situations, 
certain medications can 
curb binge eating and re-
duce symptoms. But the 
cornerstone of effective 
treatment for binge eating 
disorder is cognitive be-
havioral therapy.

Cognitive behavioral 
therapy is a type of talk 
therapy that involves 
learning techniques that 
help people cope with is-
sues that can trigger binge 
eating episodes, such as 
hunger; negative thoughts 

HEALTH MATTERS

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

 
MAYO CLINIC

 

Visit observerxtra.com for a brand new online 
experience reading or listening to your local news. 
A much more robust site that improves reading and 

sharing your news with friends and family.

MAYO | 24
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about eating, weight and 
shape; depressed mood; 
and interpersonal chal-
lenges. This therapy can 
provide patients with a 
better sense of control over 
their behavior and help 
them regulate their eating 

patterns.
If you think you might 

have an eating disorder, or 
if you suspect a loved one 
does, seek help. Eating dis-
orders are serious health 
problems that require 
medical care. Talk to your 
health care provider or a 

mental health profession-
al. Effective treatment is 
available to help overcome 
an eating disorder.  

Reprinted with permission from 
Environmental Nutrition, a 
monthly publication of Belvoir 
Media Group, LLC. 800-829-5384.  
www.EnvironmentalNutrition.com.
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 �MAYO: Eating disorders are serious health problems that 
require proper medical care; effective treatments exist

level; I knew how much 
worse it was for others, 
especially with everything 
going on in the world. And 
it wasn’t really my time 
to really share my story 
[regarding] what I faced [it 
was] more so [to] get people 
a platform to kind of just 
vocalize.”

Nakra says he was 
looking into creating 
something with the BLM 
movement and developed 
an app that does three big 
things in the way of edu-
cation.

Created with web devel-
oper Samuel Boylan, the 
app is designed to give peo-
ple a history lesson start-
ing with segregation and 
moving forward through 
time to the present. Nakra 
says after going through all 
the compiled information, 
those people will be more 
educated than the majority 
of the population. The next 
thing the app does is give 
people the ability to follow 
up with recent events and 
remain abreast of things 

pertaining to the current 
movement and protests. 
Finally people are able to 
take what they’ve learned 
and sign petitions. 

Users are also able to see 
businesses owned by black 
people and support them. 

Nakra did not work with 
BLM groups when creating 
this app, however, many 
groups have come to him 
since the launch a few 
weeks ago and have said 
how good this is for things 
moving forward.

The app may only be a 
few weeks old but there 
are already plans for how 
things can be streamlined 
and made more effective. 
He plans to give people a 
more in-depth look into 
history, allowing them to 
search more eras and find 
specific content like laws 
enacted on people of co-
lour. He says by doing this, 
it will give people a view 
into what it was like to face 
this discrimination and 
allow them to feel what 
other’s of the time felt.

Nakra says he wants to 

be part of the change in 
the future and by creat-
ing content like this now, 
future generations will be 
able to look up to those 
who stood against things 
like racism.

“I’m a big believer that 
positive conversation 
leads to more conversa-
tion. Same thing goes with 
anything in any content 
you put out in the world, 
you are in your head and 
subconsciously you’re 
programming those or any-
one that’s consuming that 
content. So, I think it’s very 
important for us as indi-
viduals and leaders in the 
community that we need to 
really stand up in order for 
the next generation to also 
see the good things that 
can come out of that, right? 
Because now they’re in-
spired, and are the leaders 
for tomorrow.”

He encourages people to 
download the app and see 
all the content that’s avail-
able to help put today’s 
goings-on into historical 
context. 

 � BLM: App helps put in context the ongoing protests
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health, Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, 
in a video briefing Sep-
tember 8.

Overall, the region has 
carried out 72,195 tests for 
COVID-19. According to 
Public Health Ontario, the 
Region of Waterloo’s rate 
of 252.8 cases per 100,000 
population is just below 
the provincial average of 
292.8 per 100,000.

More testing is called for 
as students return to class, 
says Wang.

Outbreaks remain an 
inevitability and are ex-
pected to appear on the 
region’s online dashboard 
in the next two weeks. 
Even before school start-
ed, there was already a 
staff member at Water-
loo’s Edna Stabler Public 
School who had tested 
positive. 

When an outbreak oc-
curs at schools, “the class-
mates, cohort would all be 
recommended for testing,” 
said Wang. 

To help the school 
situation, the province 
announced 20 new public 
health nurses will be made 
available to schools. With 
additional federal funding 

 � CORONAVIRUS: Residents urged to stay vigilant
FROM 03 announced, there will be 

five more nurses added to 
that number. 

“We began the process 
as soon as we knew what 
number we would have. 
That’s proceeded really 
quickly in terms of try-
ing to have those nurses 
hired,” said Wang of the 
region’s response to new 
funding. “In the mean-
time, what we have done 
is redeployed some of our 
existing resources, both 
nurses and inspectors to 
provide additional sup-
port to the schools for re-
opening. And as we bring 
on the new nurses, they 
will continue to be added 
to the team. And we’ll be 
able, over the next few 
weeks, hopefully, to have 
all our nurses onboard and 
be able to provide more 
and more supports to the 
schools.”

Wang encourages resi-
dents to avoid letting their 
guards down, continuing 
to follow the Public Health 
department’s guidelines. 

“We also continue to ask 
everyone in our communi-
ty to continue to practice 
frequent hand-washing, 
physical distancing, 

avoiding large gatherings, 
getting tested when you 
feel unwell, and staying 
home when you’re sick. 
Together, these measures 
and bylaws help us to pro-
tect one another and slow 
the spread of COVID-19 in 
our community. We also 
encourage everyone, in-
cluding students to keep 
their social circles small, 
with 10 or less people, 
continue to practice physi-
cal distancing with anyone 
not in the same circle.”

Not everyone is getting 
the message, however. 
During the first week of 
the month, the region 
received 64 complaints 
about potential infrac-
tions. Bylaw enforcement 
followed up on 43 of them, 
though no charges were 
laid. Waterloo Regional 
Police, however, charged 
three individuals attend-
ing a large house party on 
the Labour Day holiday.

“We are doing this not 
because we don’t want you 
to have fun, but because 
this is not the right thing 
to do – we are still in a 
pandemic,” said Wang, 
stressing that such parties 
can’t be tolerated.


