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Lang 2020 
Wall Calendar 12” x 12” 

$1849
Reg. $22.79

Blueline® Monthly
Desk Pads

OVER 50 STYLES IN STOCK

NOW AVAILABLE: 2021 Business Calendars, Planners, Date Books & Diaries Daily, weekly & monthly SHOP NOW for best selec�on! 

$3.97
FROM

OP Brand
Planners

$6.99
FROM

Products may not be exactly as shown. 
While Supplies last. See store for details.

All your favourite ar�sts including
Thomas Kincade, Marjorie Bas�en
and Peter Etril Snyder

30 Benjamin Road, Waterloo, ON 
www.furniturehouse.ca • (519) 746-0060  

Queen Panel Bed ONLY $799! Buy the 
matching pieces and SAVE THE TAX! 

And get in before Christmas!

Thank you for suppoting Local.

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

LOOKING FOR POTENTIAL 
COST EFFICIENCIES by work-
ing together, the region’s four 
rural township’s may be taking a 
closer look at library services.

An interim report from the 
consultant hired for a so-called 
joint services review found 
costs and services 
related to the 
Region of Waterloo 
Library as perhaps 
the most out of 
line in compar-
isons to other 
jurisdictions. 
Also under study 
to find common 
ground are fire 
services, emer-
gency manage-
ment, information technology 
and corporate communications.

The KPMG findings were 
discussed October 22 at a joint 
meeting of representatives from 
Woolwich, Wellesley, Wilmot 
and North Dumfries councils, 
along with the regional officials.

Though the numbers are 
preliminary and the report 
contains no recommendations, 
the comparators show the library 
system with perhaps the most 
potential for cost savings to be 
found. The library is operated 
by the region with a 2020 budget 

Joint meeting sees 
rural townships look 
to find efficiencies
Consultant’s interim report short on details

→WORKING TOGETHER 5
There are those who say there are some real-life ghost stories in the region. 
Halloween is time to hear them out: see p. 4. Damon MacLean

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

HEALTH OFFICIALS ARE 
CALLING ON the public to be 
vaccinated for the seasonal flu as 
part of the fight against COVID-
19. People have responded in 
kind, driving demand even as 
supplies have lagged and new 
procedures are rolled out – there 
are no walk-in options, for 
instance.

“Demand this year is really 
unprecedented,” said Kristy 
Wright, manager of the infec-
tious disease unit from Region of 
Waterloo Public Health, noting 
appointments at flu clinics have 
been booked up in record time.

This year public health is 
relying heavily on community 
partners to distribute doses of 
the vaccine.

“Pharmacies and health 
care partners especially are 
the biggest access points for 
influenza vaccine. So, our local 
pharmacies, also in our rural 
regions, family physicians, 
and other health care partners 
who provide vaccine are key in 
making sure that we have good 
access across the region,” said 
Wright.

“We definitely want to be 
protecting those with underly-
ing conditions and those who 

→ FLU SHOTS 2

Public health 
officials see 
good response 
to call for people 
to  get flu shots

of $3.2 million (an average cost 
per household of $83), with each 
of the townships responsible for 
providing and maintaining the 
actual buildings.

The KPMG study found The 
Region of Waterloo Library has 
the lowest participation of its 
residents among the compar-
ator group, a list that includes 
Middlesex, Oxford and Welling-

ton counties, along 
with Uxbridge and 
Grimsby. RWL also has 
the highest percentage 
of staffing expendi-
tures of the comparator 
group, among other 
indicators. 

Wellesley Mayor 
Joe Nowak noted the 
library figures showed 
the largest gaps of the 
services studied in the 

report.
“The library was the worst. We 

don’t have the subscribers that 
we should,” he said of the costs 
versus members served.

While the township mayors 
serve on the library board, they 
don’t have much say over the 
library operations, he added, 
suggesting restructuring the 
board to give the four townships 
more control might be useful.

“That’s one change that could 
happen.”

“I think there’s potential 

Still, it’s not a bad 
idea to do an inves-
tigation into how 
things are running, 
even if shows the 
status quo is the 
best choice. “I’d be 
happy with that, 
actually.” 

 
Mayor Joe Nowak
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Keep Your 
Keys Safe!

Order key tags 
online.

1 800 250-3030 
waramps.ca

If you lose your 
keys with a 

War Amps tag 
attached, we can 

return them to 
you by courier, 
free of charge.

A few days 
after I lost my 

keys, they were 
returned from 

The War Amps. It 
was the first time 

in my life that 
I have jumped 

with joy!

– Sara

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

Turkey & Roast Beef (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-order

reQuired

Friday & Saturday
3:30-7:30pm

Open 
Tuesday - Saturday

Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche, Mac & Cheese, 
Potato Salad, Fresh Apple & Pumpkin Pie, Baking & More.

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

LIKE MANY HEALTH-
BASED ORGANI-
ZATIONS, THE 
Alzheimer Society of 
Waterloo Wellington 
(ASWW) has been forced 
to change how they can 
assist those that rely on 
their services due to the 
coronavirus pandemic and 
associated public health 
measures. The changes 
may be a roadblock, but 
ASWW is still running its 
programs, just with some 
minor modifications.

“The Alzheimer’s 
Society provides services 
to support people living 
with dementia and their 
care partners – could be 
their families, it could be 
their neighbours, could be 
really anyone who is help-
ing to support the family, 
and also health care 
providers – and we provide 
them with services such 
as education support,” 
said Michelle Martin, the 
organization’s executive 
director. “And then we also 
offer therapeutic recre-
ational programs.”

The programs have 
continued through the 
pandemic, but have been 

Alzheimer Society makes adjustments to continue offering support programs
adapted to meet guide-
lines set out by health 
officials, she added.

“We’ve moved the 
majority of our program-
ming to a virtual format. 
So, whether that be on 
Zoom or utilizing YouTube 
videos or over the phone, 
we’ve been providing 
just as much social work 
support – counselling – as 
we did before, we just do 
it over the phone or using 
video conferencing. We’ve 
also transitioned most 
of our therapeutic recre-
ational programming.”

One of the most popular 
programs ASWW has to 
offer is ‘Minds in Motion,’ 
which combines an hour 
of gentle exercise with 
45 minutes of a social 
programming, and has 
now been running online 
via video.

The Alzheimer Soci-
ety also offers the ‘Music 
Project’ based on research 
that shows that those living 
with dementia benefit 
from music, which has 
healing powers that leave 
emotional imprints for 
those living with dementia, 
adds joy to people’s lives 
and acts as a therapeutic. 

To keep the program 
going, the organization 
asks for donations of mp3 
players, iPods and iTunes 
cards under the message 
‘Give an iPod return a life.’ 

“Music has been tied 
to emotional memory for 
people living with demen-
tia,” said Martin. “For 
instance, we knew some-
one’s wedding song, if you 
could program that into 
an iPod, they would listen 
to that music and remem-
ber those really positive 
emotional memory. So 
that’s what we try to do.” 

Martin says the program 
remains extremely popu-
lar and they are always 
accepting donations.

“What we do is we work 
with either the person 
living with dementia or 
their care partner or both, 
and try to determine 
music that has meaning 
for that person living 
with dementia. And then 
what we do is create a 
personalized playlist,” 

she explained. “Obviously 
people like listening to 
music, but it actually does 
a lot more than that, it 
actually de-escalates nega-
tive behaviors… it calms 
people and helps reduce 
their anxiety, and it also 
encourages you know fun 
things, like singing and 
dancing and toe tapping 
and all those wonderful 
things. People may not 
necessarily remember that 
they liked that song, but 
they have those feelings 

when they hear that song 
so they can remember 
those positive feelings 
as they’re listening to 
the music. So it’s really 
impactful.” 

As with many charita-
ble organizations, ASWW 
has seen donations drop 
dramatically – in this case, 
70 per cent – during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
group applies for grants 
to keep its programs 
going, but she admits that 
it’s been something of a 

struggle.
Working with people 

struggling with Alzhei-
mer’s disease, Martin 
has identified a common 
misconception about such 
afflictions.

“There’s a lot of stigma 
around dementia. I think 
people sometimes feel 
that when someone has a 
diagnosis of Alzheimer’s 
disease or dementia, 
they kind of picture that 
person in [the] later stage, 
sitting in a long-term care 

home, maybe not speak-
ing, maybe rocking back 
and forth in their chair, 
etc. But dementia has so 
many different stages – 
not everybody ends up 
that way. There are many, 
many people with demen-
tia, especially if it’s early 
dementia, that live full 
lives just like we do: [they] 
go to work, raise children, 
they just might have to use 
a little bit of technology 
to remind them of things, 
so they might have alarms 
on their phone remind-
ing them of when certain 
appointments are or 
when they have to attend 
that meeting, etc. And I 
think, even when you get 
a little bit further on with 
the disease, people with 
dementia are still the same 
people.”

Although the disease 
affects people differently, 
Martin says everyone 
remains his or her self. 

“If they were an artist, 
they’re still a talented 
artist. If they were a 
musician, they’re still a 
musician. If they’re an 
engineer, they’re still an 
engineer. So there’s a lot of 
talent that I think people 
dismiss, just because 
someone has dementia,” 
she said. “They’re gener-
ally much more capable 
than how we treat them.”

To learn more about the 
programming offered by 
ASWW, visit www.alzhei-
mer.ca/ww/en. 

Ana Paret, Gail Roth and Michelle Martin are part of the team at ASWW. Damon MacLean

are vulnerable to illness 
and complications related 
to both.” 

The provincial Ministry 
of Health reports approx-
imately 45 per cent of 
adults between the ages 
of 18 and 64 received a 
flu vaccine during the 
2018/2019 season, with 
some out 70 per cent of 
seniors (65+) joining in. 

Other priority groups 
described by the National 
Advisory Committee on 
Immunization are broken 
down into two groups by 
risk factors: those possi-
bly requiring hospital-

FLU SHOTS: Lessening the impact of flu season will help in COVID fight
→FROM 1 ization and individuals 

capable of transmitting to 
those vulnerable individ-
uals, a list that includes 
all pregnant women, 
the residence of nursing 
homes and long term care 
facilities, children six-59 
months of age. 

Health officials want 
to see higher partici-
pation rates this year, 
especially among the 
most vulnerable groups 
such as long-term care 
residents, as a way to 
protect against a double-
whammy caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Moving into flu season, 
there’s a greater risk of the 
healthcare system being 
overwhelmed.

“It’s important to get 
the flu shot every year. 
With COVID-19 also circu-
lating in the community, 
this year it’s particularly 
important so that we 
don’t place any excess 
burden on our health-
care system… and also to 
protect those most vulner-
able in our community,” 
said Wright.

Public health measures 
put in place to slow the 

spread of the novel coro-
navirus could also help 
decrease the severity of 
flu season.

“There’s definitely 
the potential for [those 
precautions] to help. 
We’ve seen that in other 
areas of the world who’ve 
already had their influ-
enza season or who are 
experiencing it right now. 
Australia is a good exam-
ple of that – they had very 
few numbers of influenza 
cases,” she added.

“Part of the reason they 
thought that happened 
was because of the COVID 
measures that were put in 
place, which can decrease 
transmission really of all 
respiratory viruses, not 
just COVID-19.” 

With those results in 
mind, health officials 
are looking to increase 
numbers above the four 
in 10 Canadians who got a 
flu shot in 2018-19

Wright said she expects 
to see more people get 
vaccinated locally and 
across the province.

In Ontario, the provin-
cial government ordered 
a record-breaking 5.1 

million vaccines for this 
year to help combat the 
virus. Still, flu shots are 
not as easily available as 
they have been in past 
years.

Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, 
medical officer of health 
for Waterloo Region, said 
this week that the short-
age being experienced 
is commonplace prov-
ince-wide and nothing 
can be done to expedite 
the process. 

“This is a phenomenon 
being experienced across 
the province, and we’re 
continuing to keep the 
province informed about 
the demand in our area 
– they are well aware. We 
understand they’re doing 
their best to try to accom-
modate that as much as 
possible, but it is provided 
to the areas in a propor-
tional way.”

With the staggered 
supply coming down the 
road, the public health 
department encourages 
people to book their vacci-
nation as slots open or 
seek immunization from 
healthcare partners in the 
region.
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three Waterloo Region will receive $6,521,349 in 
social services relief funding to increase 
capacity in the emergency shelter system 
and support the construction of modu-
lar housing units on surplus lands under a 
provincial program announced this week by 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris.

After much planning and preparation, 
the Region of Waterloo is set to put their 
green bin plan into action; the organic 
waste pickup program starts next week 
in Woolwich. On Monday, residents 
will have green bin collection added 
to their regular weekly garbage day. 
From the Oct. 30, 2010 edition of The Observer

Funding for shelter From the archives

Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service

371 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA, ON | 519-669-3232 | oktire.com  

WHERE TIRES ARE A SPECIALTY, NOT A SIDELINE.

OUR NEW LOCATION IS OPEN 

EMSF to go virtual next spring as virus surges
Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

FORCED TO CANCEL 
THE ELMIRA Maple 
Syrup Festival last spring 
due to the emerging 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
organizing committee is 
already planning for what 
will be a virtual-only itera-

A cohort of Beavers from the 1st Elmira Scouts went for a hike through Sandy Hills forest using walking sticks they made to ensure social distancing could be maintained. Damon MacLean

tion in 2021.
“We see the way COVID 

is going – up, up, up. I 
think it made it pretty 
simple for us to decide 
we’re not bringing people 
to town,” said Doug 
McLean, chair of the festi-
val’s organizing commit-
tee, of plans for the next 
event, schedule for Mar. 

27, 2021.
In a typical year, plan-

ning for the next festival 
usually gets underway in 
September, kicking into 
higher gear in October and 
November. At this point, 
he said, there’s no way to 
prepare for an in-person 
event given the ongoing 
spread of the coronavirus. 

“I think that’s wise,” said 
Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz of the precau-
tions. “Even if we do have 
a vaccine approved by 
Christmas, it’s not going 
to be widespread ... for a 
while.”

The Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival (EMSF) typically 
draws tens of thousands 

of visitors to Elmira, as 
after a long winter people 
are keen to get out to one 
of the earliest occasions. 
Even in the absence of a 
live affair, the committee 
wants to provide people 
with some excitement 
about springtime, said 
McLean.

“We’re working on a → EMSF 5

bunch of ideas for a virtual 
festival,” he explained, 
noting the committee 
is also looking to assure 
people that the event is 
not going away despite 
last spring’s cancellation 
and next year’s alterations 
– the regular festival will 
return.

Elmira Scouts turn to the great outdoors to resume activities
Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

AN ORGANIZATION 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
great outdoors since its 
inception more than a 
century ago, Scouting is 
embracing that heritage as 
it copes with the coro-
navirus situation. That’s 
certainly the case with the 
1st Elmira Scouts, who’ve 

been meeting out of doors 
since returning from a 
hiatus from in-person 
gatherings.

Group Commissioner 
Phillippe Bertrand has 
seen a number of changes 
since becoming involved 
with Scouts Canada in 
2005, but nothing like 
the shifts brought on by 
COVID-19.

“At the moment we 

are not allowed to camp, 
which is quite a challenge 
for 1st Elmira because 
we’re a group that likes to 
camp a lot,” said Bertrand, 
noting the Elmira groups 
from Beavers to Venturers 
typically camp on at least a 
monthly basis. “Previously 
we would have even the 
youngest going out either 
doing a one-night sleep 
over, or a two-night week-

end camp at least once a 
month.” 

When the pandemic put 
a halt to the usual extra-
curricular activities, the 
group began doing virtual 
meetings and having 
virtual camping trips to 
fill the void until condi-
tions improved. That safe 
return is now in effect, 
with meetings being held 
outside only. In doing so, 

the organization is follow-
ing all of the established 
precautions, with leaders 
wearing masks and Scouts 
wearing masks when 
physical distancing isn’t a 
possibility. Hand sanitizer 
is always at the ready.

Not all of the leaders and 
participants returned after 
the break, with concerns 
about the pandemic 
considered the prime → SCOUTING 4

suspect. However, there 
have been some new addi-
tions courtesy of Scouts 
Canada’s free trial, which 
began on September 1 and 
will run until December 31.

Faced with a novel situ-
ation, the Elmira Scouts’ 
leaders and participants 
have been coming up with 
some creative alternatives 
to the usual programs, said 
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Remove all hoses and attachments.
Turn it upside down to drain.

Put it inside if possible.

519-575-4400   TTY: 519-575-4608   www.regionofwaterloo.ca/conservation

It’s time to

your rain barrel

Don’t let the winter cold damage your barrel!

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

GHOST STORIES ARE 
ALWAYS POPULAR – 
whether it’s around the 
campfire or watching a 
favourite movie – but it’s 
at this time of year where 
they really come to the 
fore.

Since ancient times, 
stories of spirits returning 
from the great beyond to 
haunt the places they died 
– or in some cases places 
that were memorable 
to them – have featured 
prominently in an abun-
dance of cultures globally. 

Even in our techno-
logical and skeptical 
age, ghost stories remain 
popular. From old-fash-
ioned séances to televi-
sion shows purporting to 
explore the paranormal, 
it’s entertainment. Add 
to the list the ghost walks 
featured in many commu-
nities, with this region 
being no exception.

While there may not be 
TV shows focusing on the 
subject here, many para-
normal groups and local 
experts have discussed the 
matter through various 
media outlets and even 
host events, bringing in 
those looking for answers 
and giving them the 
chance to come face to 
face with a spirit. 

From the historical Kiss-
ing Bridge in Woolwich 
Township to the Homer 
Watson Gallery in Kitch-
ener, there are stories to 
explore.

Social historian and 
author Joanna Rick-
ert-Hall has written 
books and shared her 
expertise about the 
strange goings-on in 
Waterloo Region. While 
she describes herself as a 
skeptical believer, writing 
her book ‘Waterloo You 
Never Knew,’ Rickert-Hall 

Taking heed when walking after midnight
Always popular, ghost stories come to the fore at Halloween, and the region has its own haunting spirits

gained insight into the 
darker past of the region, 
of things that go unspoken 
in a community where 
people may not choose to 
open their minds.

“There is so much of 
our own history, as well as 
stories of the unexplained, 
that we may or may not 
know. I’m sure we know 
some of the more famous 
ones because these are 
the ones people point to – 
things like [hauntings at] 
the Homer Watson gallery. 
But there are plenty of 
stories that have happened 
to everyday people that 
don’t get talked about, 
because sometimes 
people are afraid to do 
that. People are afraid to 
share their experiences, 
I think, [but] on one 
hand it’s getting to be 
more common and more 
widely acceptable,” said 
Rickert-Hall. “I think the 
more that we hear of these 
things, whether we believe 
or not, we need to appre-
ciate the fact that there 
are people who have had 
experiences that do defy 
logical explanation. They 
might be in the minority, 
but they still exist, and 
Waterloo Region is not any 
different than any other 
place that you will hear 
about.”

In addition to being able 
to explore many of the 
allegedly haunted sites 
across the region, Rick-
ert-Hall has had her own 
experiences that hit close 
to home.

When she lived in Cross-
hill in the building that use 
to be the old post office, 
Rickert-Hall and her 
daughter had a few experi-
ences she deems odd.

“We lived there in the 
post office, and we had 
been warned by a few 
people locally – it’s a tiny 
little hamlet  and neigh-
bours were very friendly 

and they’re like ‘oh watch 
out, you know that place is 
haunted…’ and there was 
a building attached to the 
house where the actual 
post office would have 
been and would have been 
accessible from the street. 
No matter whether you 
would close those doors 
at night, or not, I’d come 
down in the morning, 
the door would be wide 
open to the basement. I 
could lock the doors to go 
between the post office 
and the house itself and 
it would be unlocked 
and sometimes ajar,” she 
added. 

She says her daughter 
also saw a woman stand-
ing in her room one night. 
The woman was wearing 
a long black dress and a 
hat with lace, which to 
Rickert-Hall sounds like 
Victorian-era clothing that 
would have been worn by 
one of the two women who 
were said to live and work 
at the post office at one 
point in time. 

Moving out of Wellesley 
and into the Woolwich 
area, Rickert-Hall spoke 
of two locations said to be 
haunted in some way, the 
first of which is the famous 
Kissing Bridge. 

Late at night a girl is 
said to roam the bridge, 
and some have reported 
hearing the faint sounds of 
horses as they walk across 
an empty bridge. While 
there are conflicting tales 
about what caused this 
haunting, it is said that a 
young woman was waiting 
for her lover on the bridge 
late one night and she 
ended up being trampled 
by a horse, tragically 
ending her life and leaving 
her to spend eternity 
searching for the love she 
never met.

Rickert-Hall says 
another local spot that 
is said to be haunted is 

a cemetery outside of 
Elmira. She says she 
knows someone who was 
having car trouble and 
they ended up pulling off 
to the side of the road 
to check their tires. 
While they were 
doing this, they 
heard scratching 
on the opposite 
side of the car – 
the side where 
the cemetery 
was. She says 
that incident 
remains uncon-
firmed until 
she can do more 
research into the 
matter.

All of those stories, 
while perhaps inter-
esting to people looking 
for a spooky thrill, remain 
largely unconfirmed 
and have not been fully 
explored. However, one 
local place that Rick-
ert-Hall has taken the 
time to explore through 
the paranormal lens is the 
Homer Watson House & 
Gallery in Kitchener.

Back in the late 19th 
century, Homer Watson, 
an artist, lived there 
with his wife and sister. 
Watson was known for his 
eccentric ways and often 
conducted séances with 
former prime minister 
William Lyon McKenzie 
King. It was after the 
death of his wife that 
Rickert-Hall says that 
Watson really got into his 
fascination with the spirit 
world, including bringing 
in many mediums in the 
attempt to contact her. 

“Homer lived there 
with his wife Roxanne, 
and it was after her death 
that he turned to Ouija 
boards and professional 
mediums in a desperate 
attempt to contact her. 
And also being a believer 
and supporter of spir-
itualism, other spirits 
were contacted as well. 
When I say séances, I’m 
saying these are people 
that would come with the 

active intent of ‘tonight 
we are going to attempt 
to contact the dead,’” she 
explained. “After Homer’s 

death in 1936, his 
sister continued 

to live in the 
house and 
stayed – the 
belief is 

that her 
spirit is 

still 

haunting 
the house itself. 
There are others who 
have been sighted in 
and around the grounds, 
but also in the house. 
There’s a man that was 
observed walking up the 
stairs. Sometimes on the 
grounds, people have seen 
someone walking around. 
So, it actually has been a 
very longstanding story.”

In addition to Rick-
ert-Hall’s study, the 
gallery has been visited 
by paranormal investi-
gators who want to prove 
that there are spirits still 
lingering around. 

One such group of 
people are the Ontario 
Paranormal Society 
(TOPS). Led by Tim 
Butterworth, the organiza-
tion has been working for 
more than a decade exam-
ining places that are said 
to be haunted. Recently, 
TOPS visited the local 
Homer Watson House & 
Gallery as they looked to 
further explain the various 
phenomena said to go on 
there. 

Butterworth says during 
his time at the gallery that 
the team had many experi-
ences and gathered a lot of 
good evidence.

“While we were there, 
we actually had somebody 

whistle,  somebody inside 
the house was whistled at 
us, which is quite inter-
esting, and then we’re 
hearing some good foot-
steps up in the upstairs 
area. Then there are the 
reports of a shadow man 
that walks the grounds, 
and he’s also actually been 
known to be seen on the 
road leading up to the 
cemetery – we actually 
saw him. We think we got 
a thermal imaging picture 
of him. I got my team 
looking it over right now 
to make sure that it’s not a 
tree or something in the 
background. But yeah, 
we think we actually 

caught a picture of him, so 
plenty of good stuff there,” 
said Butterworth. 

TOPS spent about five 
hours investigating the 
gallery. During their time 
they believe they came in 
contact with many spirits, 
however, there are some 
sprits that may not belong. 
While Phoebe and Homer 
are said to walk the build-
ing, there are others who 
are simply around without 
a reason.

Rickert-Hall explained 
the other presences in the 
residence by equating it to 
how insects can enter your 
home if you leave the door 
open. Sometimes when 
you open the door flies 
come in, so when someone 
at a séance has the intent 
to contact one spirit, you 
do not always know if that 
is who is coming through. 
This can happen if you 
do not know what you are 
doing and sometimes the 
spirits can be trapped or 
they can be there with a 
more malevolent intent, 
she said.

Whatever your take on 
the supernatural, ghost 
stories remain popular, 
especially around All 
Hallows’ Eve, when ghost 
tours abound. Visiting 
such places may provide 
not only a history lesson, 
but perhaps spark a belief 
that spirits walk among us.

Bertrand.  
“We’ve done a large 

number of quite imagina-
tive adventures,” he said, 
pointing to the likes of 
an urban scavenger hunt 
where youth take photos 
of spots in town, a wild-
flower hunt, and making 
six-foot-long walking 
sticks for hikes to ensure 
social distancing is kept. 

The goal is to avoid risks 
while offering some level 
of programming.

SCOUTING: Camping takes the group back to its roots
→FROM 3 “Scouts Canada doesn’t 

want to be on the bleeding 
edge, we don’t want to 
push the boundaries. We 
want to make sure that we 
have a safe and risk-based 
approach to handling 
returning to meeting in 
person,” he explained.

A mild autumn helped 
with the outdoorsy focus. 
With the weather starting 
to change and winter on 
the horizon, fires and 
overhead tarps may be 
added into the mix. And 

there may be more virtual 
meetings in the offing. No 
matter what, the Scouting 
motto of “be prepared” 
will be front and center as 
the group adjusts to the 
changing situation. 

“It will be a challenge, 
there’s no doubt. We are 
trying to keep imagina-
tive,” said Bertrand. “If 
we have shelters, they’re 
going to have to be open-
sided shelters that will 
maybe keep precipitation 
off our heads.”
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Shop Local for Christmas!
We stock a full variety of 

hair and  beauty products.

SHOP
LOCAL.

SUPPORT 
LOCAL.

Treat yourself to a 
mani/pedi, facial or
let us permanently 

remove your 
unwanted hair or 
skin blemishes.

Embrace the change 
of the seasons with a 
fun new hair colour 

or a fresh cut & style.

Our stylists & 
technicians are 

here to walk 
you through 
every step of 

the way.Gift ideas 
arriving daily!
Shop early for 

Christmas!

OCTOBER 21

2:30 PM | Emergency 
services responded to the 
intersection of Manser 
Road and Streicher Line 
in Wellesley Township for 
a collision involving two 
vehicles. An 81-year-old 
man driving a Chevrolet 
Impala was travelling west 
on Manser Road when he 
failed to stop for a stop 
sign and collided with a 
Chevrolet Cruze driven by 
a 23-year-old woman trav-
elling south on Streicher 
Line at the time. The colli-
sion caused both vehicles 
to leave the roadway and 
strike two separate nearby 
hydro poles. The man was 
transported to Grand River 
Hospital with serious but 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries. The woman and a 
female passenger were 
also transported to Grand 
River Hospital for precau-
tionary measures. The 
intersection was closed for 
several hours while police 
investigated. Water-

The Waterloo Regional 
Police Service are invest-
ing arsons that occurred 
at three Walmart stores in 
the region. 

Police have obtained 
images of males that 
we would like to identify 
and speak to in connec-
tion to these three 
incidents. They are also 
seeking information of a 
vehicle observed at the 
scene. It is believed to 

loo North Hydro crews 
responded to replace the 
damaged poles. The inves-
tigation remains ongoing 
and charges are pending. 
Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact 
police at 519-570-9777.

OCTOBER 23

10:30 PM | Members 
of the Waterloo Regional 
Police, regional paramed-
ics and Floradale firefight-
ers responded to a serious 
collision on Listowel Road 
in Wellesley Township. A 
white Kia was travelling 
south on Listowel Road 
when it crossed the center 
line and struck a black 
Hyundai Santa Fe travel-
ling north. The driver and 
passenger of the Hyun-
dai were transported to 
hospital with serious but 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries. The investigation 
closed Listowel Road for 
several hours. The inves-
tigation is ongoing and 
anyone who witnessed 

the collision is asked to 
contact the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service’s 
Traffic Services Unit at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

OCTOBER 24

7:30 PM | A member of 
the Wellington County 
Ontario OPP conducted 
a traffic stop of a pickup 
truck on Bridge Street in 
Elora. In speaking with the 
driver, the officer formed 
the opinion that they had 
alcohol in their system. 
A roadside screening 
test was conducted that 
resulted in a fail. The driver 
was arrested and brought 
to a local OPP operations 
centre for further testing. 
As a result, a 46-year-
old Arthur woman was 
charged with ‘impaired 
operation - 80 plus (mg 
of alcohol per 100 ml of 
blood)’ and ‘driving with 
open container of liquor.’ 
A 90-day licence suspen-

sion and seven-day vehi-
cle impoundment were 
initiated as per statute. 
The accused is scheduled 
to appear in the Ontario 
court of justice - Guelph 
on November 27. 

 OCTOBER 26

3:00 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a report of a collision 
involving two vehicles in 
the area of Greenwood Hill 
Road and Gerber Road in 
Wilmot Township. One of 
the vehicles was stopped 
at a stop sign on Gerber 
Road. The driver of the 
vehicle pulled out onto 
Greenwood Hill Road and 
was struck by a vehicle 
that was travelling north 
on Greenwood Hill Road. 
There were no injuries 
reported. There was 
moderate damage to both 
vehicles. As a result of the 
investigation, a 19-year-
old woman was  charged 
with ‘fail to yield to traffic 
on through highway.’

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Police seeking suspects following fires at area Walmart stores
be a newer model silver 
Toyota Corolla, police 
said in a release.

On October 20 at 
approximately 9:15 p.m., 
emergency services 
responded to a report of 
a fire inside a store at the 
Sunrise Shopping Centre 
in Kitchener. At approx-
imately 10 p.m., emer-
gency services responded 
to a second report of a fire 
inside the Walmart at the 

Stanley Park Mall in Kitch-
ener. Twenty minutes 
later, a call came in from 
the Walmart at Bridgeport 
Road and Weber Street in 
Waterloo.

All three fires were set 
in the toilet paper and 
paper towel sections of 
the stores.

While damaged esti-
mates have not been 
confirmed initial esti-
mates are in excess of 

$12 million. The Ontario 
Fire Marshall and local fire 
departments are assisting 
with this investigation.

Police are also encourag-
ing anyone who may have 
witnessed these incidents 
or may have dash camera 
footage from the area of 
the stores to contact them 
at 519-570-9777 or leave 
an anonymous tip through 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

$8.99
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“We had a difficult 
decision to make,” he 
said of cancelling last 
spring’s outing, adding 
“we’re going ahead with a 
festival ... next spring, but 
we probably don’t want to 
bring people to town.”

“We’ll come up with 
something interesting.”

More difficult, perhaps, 
will be the fundraising 
aspect of the festival. It’s 
typically a major contrib-
utor to a range of commu-
nity groups, including 
Elmira District Commu-
nity Living, Community 
Care Concepts and Wool-
wich Community Services. 
Each year, dozens of 
organizations share in 
the proceeds, raised by 
the rental of booths as the 
festival and a share of the 
day’s sales.

How money can be 
raised through a virtual 
event remains to be seen, 
said McLean.

After this year’s cancel-

lation, many of the 
sponsors who’d already 
contributed allowed the 
committee to keep the 
money, providing for some 
$35,000 to be distributed 
to 18 organizations. That 
was down from $65,000 
the year before, but still 
something. 

Given that the sponsors 
have also taken a financial 
hit due to the pandemic, 
the committee won’t 
be looking for the usual 
supports on the revenue 
side.

On the upside, the 

EMSF committee had 
expenditures last time 
out that couldn’t be 
recouped after the 
cancellation, while next 
year it will not be making 
any bookings or rentals, 
he added.

The festival committee 
is completely volun-
teer-based, and aims to 
give back to the commu-
nity. The event is recog-
nized by the Guinness 
Book of World Records 
as the largest single-day 
maple syrup festival in the 
world.

EMSF: Having determined it won’t be safe for an in-person 
event, organizers now searching for online alternatives

→FROM 3

there,” said Woolwich 
Mayor Sandy Shantz in 
an interview, noting the 
interim report was short 
on details

“I’m expecting the next 
report to have more meat,” 
she added.

“We’re all excited to 
see where it goes. We’re 
interested in seeing what 
we can do with it.”

David Brenneman, 
Woolwich’s chief admin-
istrative officer, said the 
library numbers suggest 
there’s room to find effi-
ciencies.

“It’ll be interesting to 
see what KPMG comes up 
with,” he said, noting the 
library isn’t new. “It’s been 
something that’s been 
talked about for years, but 
it’s never been studied.”

Each of the four town-
ships contributed a quarter 
of the $100,000 paid to 
KPMG to carry out the 
study, with the money 
coming from the prov-

ince’s modernization fund, 
established following its 
review of regional govern-
ments.

The review – led by 
former regional chair 
Ken Seiling and former 
provincial bureaucrat 
Michael Fenn – looked at 
Ontario’s eight regional 
municipalities (Durham, 
Halton, Muskoka District, 
Niagara, Oxford County, 
Peel, Waterloo and York), 
the County of Simcoe, and 
their 82 lower-tier munici-
palities. 

Instead of amalgama-
tion, the province offered 
$143 million in funding to 
help municipalities find 
ways to lower expenses 
and improve services.

With the money in hand 
to find efficiencies, the 
study is warranted, said 
Nowak, though he said he’s 
not sure just how useful 
the outcome will be.

“I’m not sure where 
this is going,” he said of 
the process, noting the 

final report should have 
more details about where 
savings can be found, for 
instance.

“I expect they’ll find ... 
some marginal things that 
could be done – that’s my 
guess.”

Still, it’s not a bad idea 
to do an investigation into 
how things are running, 
even if shows the status 
quo is the best choice.

“I’d be happy with that, 
actually,” said Nowak.

The review is a more 
detailed extension of the 
kind of collaboration that’s 
been going on for some 
time, said Shantz.

“We have worked 
together, and we do work 
together,” she said of coop-
eration among the region’s 
municipalities.

A final report due in 
December, though the 
real work of crunching the 
numbers is just getting 
underway following last 
week’s meeting, said 
Brenneman.

WORKING TOGETHER: With provincial funding, 
townships exploring ways to optimize their services

→FROM 1
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get  
your local news.
Online: observerxtra.com/about

Opinion “These past months have shown us how 
important credible news is in order to stay 
properly informed, safe, and healthy. This 
is why this year's Media Literacy Week 
has an increased level of importance as 
we collectively work to ... identify what 
is real and what is not in order to best 
navigate our lives during the pandemic.” 
Shelley L. Morse, president, Canadian Teachers' Federation.

COVID-19 has increased Ontario's surgi-
cal backlog, as well as the backlog facing 
other specialists and family doctors and 
diagnostic services. At least 12.3 million 
fewer medical services were provided 
to patients from March to Septem-
ber than the same period last year.  
Canadian Medical Association

Verbatim The Monitor

Along with costumes, candy and Jack o’lanterns, 
Halloween has long been associated with UNICEF 
– for years, kids carried those little collection boxes 
in support of their less-fortunate counterparts 

around the world.
With a different approach to Halloween this year, the United 

Nations agency has also switched gears, with a Halloween walk-a-
thon instead of the usual door-to-door fundraiser. The campaign 
encourages families to turn their trick-or-treating steps into a safe, 
socially distanced walk-a-thon throughout their neighbourhood. 
It also reintroduces a digital version of UNICEF’s iconic orange 
box to enable children to celebrate and raise money in a physically 
distanced way.

It’s a way to continue to support the world’s most disadvantaged 
children. While everyone around the world is feeling the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic in some way or other, those already in 
tough situations have it even worse. 

Even without the coronavirus threat, UNICEF already had its 
hands full. The agency is the world’s largest provider of vaccines, 
it supports child health and nutrition, safe water and sanitation, 
quality education and skill-building, HIV prevention and treat-
ment for mothers and babies, and the protection of children and 
adolescents from violence and exploitation. It’s a big, never-end-
ing job that spans across 190 countries and territories.

Last year, UNICEF reached out to 307 million children under 
age 5 with services to prevent malnutrition; provided 17 million 
out-of-school children with education; gave four million chil-
dren and young people with skills development; some 18.3 
million people got access to safe drinking water; 15.5 million were 
provided with basic sanitation services; and humanitarian assis-
tance was rendered in 281 emergencies in 96 countries.

Despite its wide-ranging work, UNICEF relies entirely on volun-
tary donations to finance its lifesaving work.

While child and youth mortality rates have fallen in the past few 
decades – the rates for those under the age of 5 have dropped by 
almost 60 per cent since 1990, for instance – the numbers show 
there’s still much work for the agency to do. 

In 2019 alone, 7.4 million children, adolescents and youth died 
mostly of preventable or treatable causes. Globally, 70 per cent of 
deaths among children and youth under 25 occurred among chil-
dren under 5 years of age, accounting for 5.2 million deaths.  An 
additional 2.2 million deaths occurred among children and young 
people aged 5−24 years, 43 per cent of which occurred during the 
adolescent period, ages 10−19.

An estimated one in six children – or 356 million globally – lived 
in extreme poverty before the pandemic, with experts suggesting 
the pandemic will see that situation worsen significantly.

Sub-Saharan Africa – with limited social safety nets – accounts 
for two-thirds of children living in households that struggle to 
survive on an average of $1.90 a day or less per person – the inter-
national measure for extreme poverty. South Asia accounts for 
nearly a fifth of these children.

Although children make up around a third of the global popu-
lation, around half of the extreme poor are children. Children are 
more than twice as likely to be extremely poor than adults (17.5 per 
cent of children vs. 7.9 per cent of adults). The youngest children 
are the worst off – nearly 20 per cent of all children below the age 
of 5 in the developing world live in extremely poor households.

Child poverty is more prevalent in fragile and conflict-af-
fected countries, where more than 40 per cent of children live 
in extremely poor households, compared to nearly 15 per cent of 
children in other countries, the analysis says. 

UNICEF’s research shows the COVID-19 crisis will continue 
to disproportionately impact children, women and girls, threat-
ening to reverse hard-won gains towards gender equality. Social 
protection measures have a crucial role to play to mitigate coping 
mechanisms by the poor and vulnerable in both the immediate 
COVID-19 response as well as the longer-term recovery.

Plenty of reasons there to keep the plight of the world's children 
in mind as yours perhaps prepare to go trick-or-treating.

World's kids have issues that 
go beyond trick-or-treating

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

It’s the last week of October, 
and the main nursery of new 

Arctic Ocean sea ice has not 
yet started to refreeze. Hardly 
surprising, since 2020 is on 
course to be the second-warm-
est year on record, but it’s still 
a matter of concern. It should 
have started refreezing about 
five weeks ago.

Historically the Arctic Ocean 
would freeze right out to its 
edges (the northern coasts of 
Canada, Greenland, Russia 
and Alaska) each winter – 14 
million sq. km. of ice – and 
then melt back to about half 
that area over the following 
summer. Not this year.

The summer melt season 
ended on September 15, with 
just over a quarter of the winter 
ice left (3.74 million sq. km.). 
That’s the second-lowest ever, 
but normally the ice cover 
would have begun expanding 
again right away. This year it 
didn’t.

The edge of the ice north of 
Scandinavia and European 
Russia stayed where it was, and 
the ice on the Laptev Sea (north 
of central Siberia) actually 
retreated further north. It will 
probably start refreezing soon 
now, but it has already set 
alarm bells ringing throughout 
the scientific community.

However, it is making the 
shipping community very 
happy. A 2019 conference of 

What shall we do about an unfrozen Arctic?
ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD)’s International Trans-
port Forum gleefully discussed 
the prospect that the ice is 
shrinking and thinning so fast 
that ships may soon be able to 
sail straight across the Arctic 
Ocean rather than creeping 
around the edges.

If the sea ice completely 
disappears for even one year, 
in all later years the old thick, 
multi-year ice will be gone. At 
worst ships would only have to 
make their way through new, 
thin single-year ice even at the 
North Pole, so there would be 
no need for ice-breakers even 
in winter. Hooray!

These foolish people should 
not be hugging themselves 
with delight. They should be 
shivering in fright, because 
an ice-free Arctic Ocean could 
be an event big enough to tip 
the world’s climate into much 
faster, irreversible warming. 
That’s what we really have to be 
afraid of: the sudden lurch, the 
‘non-linear change’ that deliv-
ers us into a world of hurt.

The Arctic sea ice, in 
midwinter covering an area 
half again as big as the United 
States, is like a giant mirror 

reflecting the sun’s heat back 
into space. Replace it with open 
water that absorbs the sun’s 
rays, and you have created 
a giant new global warming 
engine that you cannot turn 
off.

It could happen next year, it 
might not happen for another 
20 years, but the train has 
already left the station. It’s 
greenhouse gas emissions that 
are causing the warming, but 
no amount of emissions reduc-
tion now will stop it: there’s 
already enough CO2 in the air 
to melt all the sea ice in the 
foreseeable future.

That would be catastrophic, 
so some climate scientists are 
now thinking seriously about 
the logical next step. The Arctic 
is warming three times as fast 
as the rest of the planet, so Dr. 
Hugh Hunt of the Centre for 
Climate Repair at Cambridge 
University is prepared to take 
that step.

“Three years ago if you had 
asked me, I’d have said I hope 
we don’t have to do any of this 
geoengineering crap. It’s not 
what you’d want to do, but now 
I just can’t see this predicament 
going in any other direction. 
I really hope we do proper 
government-funded work on 
how these geoengineering 
techniques work, because sure 
as eggs is eggs we’re going to 

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER | 8
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Editor's 
Point of View

Everybody knows we're facing long-term threats to our way of life

from the pandemic 
remains unknown, just 
as we don’t know what to 
expect on November 4.

What we do know is that 
democracy and liberal-
ism in the West are under 
threat from without and 
within, the latter being the 
greater threat, particularly 
in places as diverse as 
Hungary, Poland and the 
United States.

Just as the great pros-
perity that followed the 
Second World War came 
under attack a generation 
later, with the eventual 
rolling back of many of the 
gains, the freedoms won in 
the intervening years are 
also under attack, often 
by the same elements of 
corporatism and fascism 
that look to drive down 
wages, pollute the envi-
ronment and strip away 

civil rights.
Likewise, the social 

contract we’ve forged 
over time is being wilfully 
eroded, attacked by those 
who see fomenting strife – 
along racial, cultural and 
economic lines – as a way 
to divide and conquer. It’s 
working.

We need look no further 
than to the U.S. for confir-
mation, as many of us are 
caught up in the election 
campaign. The country 
is a demonstration of just 
how far we’ve strayed from 
governance in service of 
the public.

The American system 
may be beyond redemption, 
so far down the rabbit hole 
of moneyed corruption has 
it gone, but there’s no room 
to gloat in this country. Or 
pretty much anywhere else, 
for that matter.

While the presidential 
battle is more about sling-
ing mud, there are occa-
sional forays into actual 
policy, such as taxes and 

would-be economic fixes. 
As with such debates here, 
however, the topics are 
the subject of short-term 
thinking, an affliction 
that’s permeated all facets 
of our society. 

Adopting the business 
model that’s taken hold 
in the last four decades 
– today’s stock price, 
shareholder value and this 
quarter’s profits above 
all else – our political 
system has been shaped 
by constant lobbying from 
those who see society 
through only the lens of 
finances. It’s what’s made 
citizens no more than 
consumers.

Politicians, of course, 
have a built-in capacity for 
short-term thinking: the 
election cycle. They make 
promises and float policies 
designed for immediate 
impact – spend for votes 
today. That’s problematic 
in and of itself, as it gives 
little regard to the idea 
that actions taken now 

will have impacts years, 
sometimes decades down 
the road.

That kind of thinking 
is what got us into today’s 
mess. That the very people 
who supported tax cuts 
to corporations even as 
government largesse filled 
their coffers are the ones 
leading the charge for 
austerity measures – not to 
themselves, of course – has 
been lost in the shuffle.

In the course of a couple 
of generations, we’ve 
undone centuries of 
efforts to create a society 
based on the common 
good. Much of the we’re-
all-in-this-together ideals 
that came out of the 
Great Depression and 
the Second World War, 
for instance, has been 
replaced by relentless 
individualism. 

Rapid urbanization 
whereby we no longer rely 
on family, friends and 
the broader community – 
indeed, we may not even 

know our neighbours – 
makes us forget just how 
interdependent we really 
are. A consumer-based 
society, pushed by market-
ing, focuses on individual 
pleasure. This comes at a 
cost to the collective ‘us,’ 
especially when it discuss-
ing matters of financing 
the common good: taxes 
are seen as taking money 
away from ‘my’ enjoyment. 
Increasingly, we’re encour-
aged to give rein to our 
natural tendency to look 
after number one. Couple 
that with an individual’s 
capacity to seek imme-
diate gratification, and 
long-term planning for our 
collective future becomes 
even more difficult.

There’s nothing wrong 
with looking out for 
personal interests, but 
we’re in danger of forget-
ting that most of the 
middle-class gains of the 
postwar years stem from 
socially-driven ideas. In 
purely economic terms, 
the collective efforts are 
the rising tide that lifted 
all boats – some more so 
than others, certainly. 
Today, however, there’s an 
element that seems hell-
bent on undoing precisely 
the conditions that allowed 
for the great prosperity 
now under attack.

Thanks to decades of 
concerted effort, many 
people have bought 
into a set of diminished 
expectations about the 
role of government and, 
more troublingly, the 
possibilities of shaping a 
better society. We’ve had 
democracy reduced to the 
occasional trip to the polls. 
We’ve seen government 
reduced to managerial 
functions, where debate 
is constrained to a few 
well-worn topics. We’ve 
seen the economy reduced 
to fiscal policy – deregula-
tion’s the order of the day 
as the financial services 
industry sets the agenda. 
We’ve seen citizenship 

Even those stocked up on candy will have a decision to make come Saturday night as trick-or-treat time arrives.

Everybody knows that 
the dice are loaded 
Everybody rolls with 
their fingers crossed 
Everybody knows the 
war is over 
Everybody knows the 
good guys lost 
Everybody knows the 
fight was fixed 
The poor stay poor, the 
rich get rich 
That’s how it goes 
Everybody knows

Our current situa-
tion – democracy 

under threat, civil unrest, 
racial tensions, economic 
woes, divisive politics and 
creeping authoritarian-
ism, all underscored by 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
–  requires the kind of 
gravitas only Leonard 
Cohen can provide.

Cohen’s 1992 album The 
Future, particularly the 
title track, ‘Anthem’ and 
‘Democracy’, certainly 
provides an appropriate 
soundtrack to what we’re 
experiencing today. That’s 
not surprising given the 
turbulent events such as the 
fall of the Berlin Wall and 
the Los Angeles riots that 
occurred as he was writing 
and recording the album.

His previous album, 
the comeback offering 
I’m Your Man, provides 
us with ‘Everybody 
Knows’ and “First We Take 
Manhattan’ as songs filled 
with imagery suitable 
for a time three decades 
removed from its release.

Known for his songs of 
romance and sexuality, 
of course, Cohen also 
explored politics along 
with depression, loss 
and death. The dark was 
contrasted with the light, 
his deep, gravelly delivery 
lending a sombre note to 
his nuanced words. A very 
good fit with the goings-on 
today, particularly as we 
head into a second wave 
of the coronavirus and get 
caught up in a U.S. election 
now only days away.

How the world emerges →KANNON | 8
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

How to miss a duck properly

sport, I thought I could 
help him by missing the 
next three passes. That 
way, I thought, I could 
show him real-life exam-
ples of how to miss a duck 
properly in field condi-
tions.

Not a lot of guys will do 
this for young hunters, but 
I thought, ‘if I don’t show 
him how to miss a duck, 
how the heck is he ever 
supposed to know how to 
do it properly?’

Over those three passes 
I taught the kid a lot.

On pass number one, 
for instance, after a trio of 

wood duck had departed 
unscathed, he learned that 
the best thing a hunter can 
do is buy economy-grade 
shells. 

“So you’re saying that 
the cheaper the shell the 
more you can blame it for 
the miss?” he reiterated. 

I had barely finished 
nodding when a lone 
mallard hen buzzed the 
decoys, which gave me the 
opportunity to miss again 
for the purposes of my 
young friend’s education. 
This time I blamed the 
duck for being too stupid 
to know it was actually 
dead.

“Too stupid?” my friend 
asked incredulously.

“They can be like that,” 
I said.

Later that morning, 
while my buddy was 
pouring us coffee from 
a thermos, I intention-
ally missed a lone goose 
with three shots. Not a 
lot of guys would have 
gone to all that effort, 
but I thought that would 
ensure my friend learned 
the lesson well. 

But, God bless him, he 
was eager to learn.

“How the heck could 
anyone miss such an easy 
shot?” he yelped. “And 
three times too?”

I then went on to 
explain that these misses 
were due to a combina-
tion of a shift in tectonic 
plates, a stutter in the 
Earth’s rotation and a 
quick and undetect-

able (to us) gust of wind 
high above, which all 
conspired to ruin three 
otherwise perfectly 
executed shots. 

“Plus,” I added, “that 
goose was also stupid.”

For the next 15 minutes 
of so, my hunting buddy 
let all of this sink in. Some 
people learn by asking 
questions or by memoriz-
ing processes, formulas, 
or phrases. But this guy 
apparently learned things 
by shaking his head 
and muttering the word 
“unbelievable.”

Sadly, however, we 
did not get a chance to 
see if this worked for 
him because he hit the 
next two ducks in a row 
– which was frustrating 

for me, since I was still in 
teaching mode.

But just as I thought 
I was a failure as a duck 
hunting mentor he 
confessed something. 

“You know,” he 
explained. “I use cheap 
shells, and there was a 
combination of a shift in 
tectonic plates, a stutter 
in the Earth’s rotation 
and a quick and unde-
tectable (to us) gust of 
wind high above, all of 
which conspired to ruin 
my shots. Plus, both those 
ducks were too stupid to 
know they were dead….”

“But you hit them,” I 
said.

“Yes,” he conceded. 
“But I was aiming at the 
sky…”

Recently, I was duck 
hunting with a person 

I was mentoring when he 
missed a duck that should 
have been an easy shot. 

It was a lone mallard 
that was cupped over the 
decoys at 25 yards and my 
friend missed it cleanly all 
three times. 

He immediately 
proclaimed that he missed 
because he had not prac-
ticed shooting a lot this 
year and he had panicked. 
As a veteran waterfowler, I 
was horrified.

For what he illustrated 
was a fundamental rookie 
mistake. He did not know 
how to properly miss a 
duck.

Since he was relatively 
young and new at the 
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have to do ‘em.”
Very reluctantly, Hunt 

would now be willing 
to consider putting an 
aerosol (probably sulphur 
dioxide) into the strato-
sphere over the Arctic 
Ocean to reflect enough 
incoming sunlight to hold 
the local temperature 
down. It would be less of 
a challenge technically 
than doing it elsewhere, 
because the stratosphere 
over the Arctic is only half 
as high as it is at the equa-

tor and existing aircraft 
could deliver the aerosol.

He knows there are lots 
of questions that need 
to be answered before 
this was done. Would the 
effects of the aerosol be 
confined to the Arctic 
region? Otherwise you’d 
need the consent of the 
whole planet to do it, not 
just the eight members 
of the Arctic Council 
(who probably would be 
in favour if it was safe, 
because they definitely 
have a dog in this fight).

→FROM 6

DYER: Technological fix not ideal, but better than nothing
But if the research 

said it was safe, then 
Hugh Hunt would be 
prepared to do it. “There 
is something to be said for 
tipping the Arctic back 
into refreezing mode a bit 
more every winter than 
it melts in the summer. 
Maybe a bit of strato-
spheric aerosol injection 
could nudge it in the right 
direction.”

He is not alone in that 
judgment. The alternative 
is probably a great deal 
worse.

dumbed down to passive 
observation, at best.

That we’ve been reduced 
to the short-term interests 
of the most affluent gives 
lie to the notion that our 
system of government – 
our democracy – is based 
on the consent of the 
governed. Government 
policies that run contrary 
to the public interest – an 
increasing proportion of 
its actions – surely are 
the opposite of what we’d 
consent to. 

Who is responsible 
for that? Certainly those 
who’ve benefited have 
fostered an unending 
propaganda campaign 
that’s been every bit as 
effective in sweeping 

aside citizenship as the 
corporate marketing 
has been in turning us 
into consumers. We’ve 
happily abdicated power 
and responsibility for 
the comforts of our lives. 
Excuses about being busy 
are just that. Still, we’ve 
opted for the distrac-
tions, and can’t even be 
bothered to show up at 
the voting booth for five 
minutes every four years. 
As a result, we’ve got the 
government we deserve, 
one that acts against our 
interests and against the 
common good.

If, in a time of unprec-
edented crisis such as 
we’re living today, we can’t 
see what’s going on and 
demand more, then we’ve 

seen the future, brother 
– it is murder. Everybody 
knows the deal is rotten. 
Or they should.

I’m sentimental, if you 
know what I mean 
I love the country but I 
can’t stand the scene 
And I’m neither left or 
right 
I’m just staying home 
tonight 
Getting lost in that 
hopeless little screen 
But I’m stubborn as 
those garbage bags 
As time cannot decay 
I’m junk but I’m still 
holding up this little 
wild bouquet 
Democracy is coming 
to the USA 
To the USA

→FROM 7

KANNON: Will we or others shape our future?

 �Aggregate 
industry seeks fair 
and balanced 
coverage

To the Editor,
Capital Paving takes 

strong exception to 
the arguments in Steve 
Kannon’s column of 
October 8, which include 
unsubstantiated alle-
gations made by Gravel 
Watch, without providing 
the aggregate industry an 
opportunity to respond.

Our industry is subject 
to one of the most rigor-
ous approval processes in 

Ontario, with more than 25 
pieces of legislation to be 
satisfied. The Aggregate 
Resources Act and the 
Planning Act are designed 
to ensure the public is 
protected from negative 
impacts.

Furthermore, munic-
ipalities set policies for 
aggregate approvals. If 
these policies are satis-
fied, there’s no fair reason 
to deny an application, 
even in the face of public 
opposition. Virtually all 
aggregate applications 
have public opposition.

The OMB/LPAT adju-
dicative body does not 
“force through poor 

policies” as the editorial 
alleges.  It reviews appli-
cations for conformity to 
legislation and has, in fact, 
ruled against aggregate 
applications – including 
in Woolwich Township 
(Conestogo). Decisions 
are made using factual 
evidence from qualified, 
expert witnesses.

The column states that 
“permanent closures [of 
gravel pits] are beyond 
the pale.” This is incor-
rect. As examples, the 
Home Hardware store in 
St. Jacobs, Snyder’s Flats 
conservation area and St. 
Johns-Kilmarnock School 
are all located on former 

aggregate sites.
There’s a need for more 

aggregate resources to 
support growth in the 
Kitchener-Waterloo 
and Guelph-Wellington 
areas. Municipalities in 
and around the GTA are 
now using three times 
more aggregates than is 
currently being replaced 
with new reserves.

Opponents argue that 

proposed pits will create 
negative water, air, envi-
ronmental, cultural and 
other impacts on the local 
community. Yet it’s rare 
to read any news stories of 
such impacts with existing 
aggregate operations. 

Not reported in the 
Observer thus far are the 
region and township’s inde-
pendent reviews completed 
to date agreeing that, with 

mitigation, there will be no 
negative air, water, noise, 
agriculture, visual and 
cultural heritage impacts 
from Capital’s proposed 
Shantz Station Pit.

Capital requests that 
news outlets provide fair 
and balanced coverage of 
our pit application.

George Lourenco
CAPITAL PAVING

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Business United Way Waterloo Region Communities 
(UWWRC) is distributing $646,000 to 34 
local agencies through two local funds. The 
COVID-19 Community Response Fund was 
created to respond to immediate commu-
nity needs in response to the pandemic. 
UWWRC’s General Community Fund has 
recently been modernized to be more 
responsive to community needs. 

A hit to the pocketbook United in funding

If polls are right and 
Americans have lost 

enough respect for current 
president Donald Trump 
to vote him out of office 
next week, then what 
comes next for U.S. farm-
ers?

Not a Joe Biden govern-
ment. More and more, 
rural America has warmed 
up to his moderate 
message, his promise to 
restore dignity to the Oval 
Office and his emphasis on 
everyday economic issues.

But a vote for Biden 
is really a vote for Cali-
fornia’s Kamala Harris, 
his vice-president. She’s 
expected to run the overall 
show as she sets sail on a 
bid for her own presidency 
in four more years.

Harris certainly has 
her attributes. But as she 
climbs the ladder to the 
top, farmers on both sides 
of the border need to pay 
attention.

For example, she takes 
a strong environmental 
position on agriculture.  
That permeates her overall 
perspective on all things 
related to food produc-
tion. She voted against the 
Canada-U.S.-Mexico free 
trade deal, citing environ-
mental concerns.

“By not addressing 
climate change, the [trade 
deal] fails to meet the 
crises of this moment,” she 
said. “Californians know 
that the climate crisis is 
already here. Communi-
ties across our state have 
experienced exacerbated 
fires, storms, floods, and 
drought, and the devas-
tation will only get worse 
if we fail to take bold 
and immediate action to 
address it. This agreement 
will set the standards for 

decades.”
On this side of the 

border, the trade deal was 
hallowed by export-driven 
agriculture groups, who 
issued dire warnings about 
our economy’s future in 
the wake of less access to 
the U.S.

It’s unlikely the trade 
deal would be cancelled 
under a Harris vice-pres-
idency. But it could be 
altered significantly with 
demands that the Ameri-
cans’ two trading partners, 
Mexico and us, raise our 
environmental game as it 
pertains to farming.

The thing is, Canada’s 
environmental game looks 
pretty good by compar-
ison. And before she 
punishes us for whatever 
wrongdoings she imagines 
we have here, she’d first 
have to implement higher 
standards in her own 
country. 

That’s the tough part 
for Harris. She and Biden 
are on track to win, in part 
because they are carving 
out more of a following in 
conservative rural Amer-
ica. They’re beating Trump 
in farming communities 
where he gave producers 
farmers billions of dollars 
in support. Such huge 
money didn’t placate farm-
ers – they took it, of course, 
but they resented how the 
U.S. farm economy became 
dependent on Trump 
rather than the market.

And many of them plain 
dislike his boorish, divisive 
attitude. 

However, they’re still 

Rob Bowman is the co-owner of OK Tire Elmira, which recently moved to its new building on Arthur Street. Damon MacLean

Rollin’ on down the road to larger digs
Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

ANYONE WHO STORES 
THEIR WINTER tires 
in the garage, especially 
if they’ve got more than 
one vehicle, knows just 
how much room they can 
take up. Now imagine that 
for hundreds of vehicles 
ranging from the family 
sedan to trucks and farm 
tractors. You’d need space, 
and lots of it.

That’s precisely the 
reason Elmira’s OK Tire 
moved into expansive new 
digs on Arthur Street, less 
than two kilometres from 
the operation’s longtime 
Howard Avenue location. 

The new building is 
still undergoing some 
tweaks, but it already feels 
like home, says co-owner 
Robert Bowman, who 
knows a thing or two 
about the operation’s 
growth over the years. 
He joined OK Tire as 
an employee when the 
company came to Elmira 

in 1993, eventually taking 
ownership a decade or so 
later, experiencing first-
hand the situation at the 
former Howard Avenue 
site.

“I worked as an 
employee until 2004, 
and then I took it on as 
the sole owner at that 
time,” said Bowman, 
who took on a co-owner 
in Eric Brubacher about 
three years ago, part of a 
progression that he says 
felt “natural.”

As the business grew, 
Bowman knew it would 
need more space, eventu-
ally making plans for the 
much-larger facility now 
open in the south end of 
town.

“We were tight for space. 
We were running out of 
storage space, and floor 
space for actual working 
inside, especially on the 
transport truck side, the 
tractors – we didn’t have 
any space to work inside,” 
he explained. 

The new location is 

about four times the 
former’s size and has a 
bay for transport trucks, 
plenty of room for storage 
and offzice space.

The facility is organized 
in terms of tires and the 
needed storage space, 
arranged for optimum 
access. “Half of its agri-
culture, a quarter of it is 
passenger, light truck and 
industrial, and then and 
then the other quarter is 
medium truck,” he said of 
the layout. 

Being situated in a visi-
ble spot on the main drag 
has been great for busi-
ness, says Bowman, noting 
the community reception 
so far has been positive. 

“It’s been great. The 
exposure by the road has 
been more exposure to 
people coming in.

“We look forward to 
working with them. 
Customers are what 
makes our business, along 
with great employees.” 

Bowman said he is 
grateful to his entire staff 

and crew, noting it’s been 
a team effort to get the 
business to where it is 
today.

Now in the height of 
tire-changing season, 
the OK Tire staff won’t 
have time to rest on their 
laurels. The extra space 
will be put right to use, 
with winter tires in inven-
tory and plenty of room 
for storing customers’ 
summer tires. 

There’s no knowing just 
when customers will come 
in for the swap: some are 
early birds, while others 
wait until the last minute 
– often after the first 
snowfall – to get the work 
done. Bowman does know, 
however, that his crew will 
be busy from now until 
well into December with 
that seasonal aspect of the 
business.

An independently 
owned and operated part 
of more than 300 OK 
Tire network, the Elmira 
operation is located at 371 
Arthur St. S.

America First will  
be a U.S. theme

→ ROBERTS 10

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

According to a recent national survey 
commissioned by Chartered Professional 
Accountants of Canada (CPA Canada), one 
third of Canadians say the stress associated 
with money management has increased 
because of the pandemic: 31% say their 
income has decreased as a result of COVID-
19; 30% report COVID-19 has reduced the 
amount they are saving. 

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

IT WAS 47 YEARS AGO 
when a group of people in 
the Mennonite commu-
nity decided they would 
create an auction to raise 
money to form a school for 
children with intellectual 
disabilities. While it has 
had its ups and downs over 

the years, the auction had 
brought in an abundance 
of funds for Elmira District 
Community Living 
(EDCL), netting more than 
$100,000 in 2019. 

This year, things are 
shaping up to look a little 
bit different as the COVID-
19 pandemic restrictions 
limit the number of people 
who can gather at one 

time. To help accom-
modate and ensure that 
everyone in the commu-
nity is able to partake in 
the event, the 47th annual 
auction will take place 
both in person and online 
starting Friday. 

Running in person 
October 30 and 31 from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – the 
online version has been 

underway since October 
23 – the auction will see 
quilts, furniture, clothing, 
toys and other items up 
for grabs in both a silent 
and live bidding format 
throughout the day. 

Elmer Brubacher, chair 
of the auction committee, 
says he doesn’t know what 
kind of turnout they’ll see 
this weekend, nothing the 

Quilt auction to be wrapped in anti-COVID measures
online portion has already 
seen strong support from 
the community.

“We have no idea what 
to expect, but we’re hoping 
to see pretty good results 
from it. The way it’s show-
ing right now, it’s been 
online now for a couple of 
days since Saturday, and 
[there has been] lots of 
activity. There’s a quilt up 

at $625 already, another 
one at $500, and things are 
just looking pretty good,” 
said Brubacher of this 
year’s auction. “For some 
of the main items, quilts 
especially, new furniture 
and then a little bit of farm 
equipment, we’re going to 
have online, and a webcast 
and live auction [happen-

→ QUILT AUCTION  13
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conservative. And if 
Harris-driven environ-
mentalism targets them 
as offenders who have to 
significantly change their 
ways – ways that they have 
long considered sustain-
able – Democrats will lose 
whatever gains they’re 
likely to make. Harris will 
need them again in four 
years if she is to ascend to 
the presidency.

Another area where she 
could clash with Canada 
could be on agricultural 
workers’ rights, which are 
just becoming part of the 

public agenda here. 
Harris is a champion 

for such rights in the U.S., 
co-sponsoring legislation 
that would shield agri-
cultural workers from 
deportation and further, 
actually help them eventu-
ally become citizens.

It’s an acknowledge-
ment of their key role in 
the country’s food produc-
tion.

Would our approach to 
temporary farm workers, 
who likewise serve an 
essential role here, meet 
her approval? Overall, 
I suspect she’d wag her 

ROBERTS: No matter who wins next week's U.S. election, 
there will be challenges for Canadian agri-food sector

→ FROM 09 finger at us, particularly 
for the coronavirus-related 
deaths that befell some 
workers. 

And if we didn’t meet 
her standards, we’d jeopar-
dize trade.

In the big picture, I think 
many more Canadians 
would rather see a Biden 
government than endure 
four more years of Trump. 
But even if he loses, 
Trump’s “America First” 
message will still resonate 
throughout the country 
as Biden tries to patch it 
up and Harris looks at her 
long-term prospects.
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Part Time 
Personal  
Support Workers

Regularly scheduled shifts,  
paid on-call rotation

• Team approach to resident care 

• Low resident to staff ratio 

• State of the art equipment 
 including ceiling lifts

• Competitive pay including  
 shift premiums
• Free parking 
• Annual uniform allowance

• Monthly staff education programme 
• Annual tuition reimbursement   
 programme
• Staff appreciation events 

Visit our website at: www.wellington.ca

The Nursing Team at Wellington Terrace has opportunities for Part Time Personal Support Workers.  
The Personal Support Worker assists residents with activities of daily living, including personal care, 
using the principles of resident focused care. 
The minimum qualifications for this position include:

• Personal Support Worker Certificate from a Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care approved  
programme or equivalent. 

• Police Vulnerable Sector Check required upon hire.

This position offers an hourly range of: $24.94 – $29.17 (2020 Non-Union Compensation Grid).

Applicants are invited to submit a resume, clearly marked Posting #901-20.

ATTENTION: HR DEPARTMENT, Wellington Terrace Long Term Care Home, 474 Charles Allan Way, Fergus ON N1M 0A1.  
E careersterrace@wellington.ca or F: 519.846.9192. Please respond by one method of application only.  No phone calls please. 
Personal information in relation to the recruitment and hiring process is collected under the authority outlined in the Municipal 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

The County is an equal opportunity employer. Accommodation for disabilities is available for all parts of the recruitment process. 
Applicants must make their needs known in advance

THE CORPORATION OF THE COUNTY OF WELLINGTON

Wellington Terrace Long Term Care Home

OM Official Mark of  The Corporation of the County of Wellington

Alternate Formats Available Upon Request.

JOIN OUR TEAM Together our team is committed to providing compassionate 
care, honouring the unique needs of each resident.
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Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 

high quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our 
shop and showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At 
Woodland, one of our core values is Respect. Respect for 
our team members and respect for our customers.  

We are looking for a full time, permanent

CNC Router Operator 
and Programmer

In this position you will be responsible to operate one 
of our CNC routers that machines primarily solid wood 

stair parts as well as cabinet doors. The other part of 
your responsibility will be to work in the CAM side of 

StairCon software, to create CNC code and shop Data for 
production. To be successful in this position, you will need 

a strong understanding of CNC machining, as well as a 
strong computer and software knowledge and the desire to 

create systems to improve the StairCon CAM software.
Required skills

• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• CNC Router Experience
• CAM Software Experience
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working experience will be an asset

Experience
• CAM Software: 1 year (Preferred)
• CNC Router: 1 year (Preferred)

after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a manufacturer of 
high quality kitchen cabinetry in Drayton. 

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales & Design

team. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, and 

preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. If you enjoy working in a 
strong team environment and want the 

opportunity to grow along with the company,
then please submit your resumé to: 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 
519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest.

 
 

 

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a manufacturer of 
high quality kitchen cabinetry in Drayton. 

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales & Design

team. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, and 

preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. If you enjoy working in a 
strong team environment and want the 

opportunity to grow along with the company,
then please submit your resumé to: 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 
519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest.

Join a young, dynamic team that 
keeps growing! Woodland Horizon Ltd 
designs, manufacturers, finishes and 
installs high quality custom cabinetry 
and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of 

Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team 

members and respect for our customers.

We are looking to add a motivated 
and professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales and Design Team

The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, 

and preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. In this position you will be 

meeting with clients and working with 
them to design their dream Kitchen.

Required skills

• Respectful
• Customer Service Focused
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• Ability to read blueprints
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working experience 

will be an asset

Experience:
• Kitchen Design: 1 year (Preferred)
• Sales: 1 year (Preferred)

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please 

send your resume to 
laverne@woodlandhorizon.com

or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

We are looking for experienced ready mix concrete 
truck operators to start immediately (or we 
are willing to train those with a strong driving 
background and solid work ethic). 

We o� er an extensive compensation package 
including top wages, comprehensive bene� ts and 
a generous retirement package. 

If you:
• have a professional and positive attitude 
• enjoy working outside
• possess a clean (DZ minimum) license, driver’s 

and CVOR abstract
• have excellent customer service skills
• are able to work alone as well as in a team 

environment with minimal supervision

Then please apply with your resume, a recent 
CVOR and driver’s abstract by email: 
admin@crosscountryconcrete.ca

or in person: Cross Country Concrete, 
3000 Ament Line St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0

READY MIX CONCRETE 

TRUCK 
DRIVERS 

(FT/PT/Seasonal)

Looking for a self-motivated, reliable individual, 
looking for full time employment.

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

Please send resumes and questions to 
colin@voisinchrysler.com

Job Description: Vehicle Detailing, Customer 
Shuttle, Accessories Tech, Lube Tech, Lawn and 
Snow Maintenance. 

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Auction

BY TENDER 
874 Sawmill Rd. Bloomingdale,

NOVEMBER 14 AT 9:30 AM
COZY 3 BEDROOM BRICK HOME; large 
almost half acre private lot; kitchen; dining 
area with doors to deck; 4 piece bath; 
master bedroom with built in cabinets;  large 
living room; family room with gas fireplace; 
double car garage with workshop; drilled 
well; outdoor brick fireplace; beautiful 
backyard; paved driveway. 

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

Looking for individuals to work around 
livestock, mainly cattle/sheep and lambs.
Livestock handling experience is preferred.
Also looking for ring/office clerk.
Customer service is uninvolved.

Part-time 
Help Wanted

Reply to: Ontario Livestock Exchange
P.O Box 443
Waterloo, Ontario
N2J 4A9
or email  lwitzel@olex.on.ca
               mmoser@olex.on.ca 

Help Wanted

Linwood Veterinary Services, provides 
veterinary services and products to local 

farms. Our team has an immediate opening 
in our busy St. Clements clinic, for an 

individual who is enthusiastic about caring 
for our customers, staff and clinic. Linwood 
Vet offers benefits, and competitive wages 

commensurate with experience. 

SERVICE & ADMINISTRATION 
FULL TIME

Contact by email 
nancy.mulhall@linwoodvet.ca 

Responsibilities include; 
Ongoing communications with clients, 
staff, and outside services, billing, tracking, 
reporting, mailing, email, filling orders, 
file management, clinic care, running tests, 
scheduling services, and many other general 
business and clinic tasks.   
We are looking for you if you like to be busy 
and helpful, are familiar with Microsoft 
Word and Excel, are comfortable with 
computers, email, physical inventory, careful 
with details, and ready to learn and share.

www.linwoodvet.ca

Help Wanted

Please submit your resume to:
  info@bonnieschickhatchery.com 
  

Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
General Labourer Position

Bonnie’s Chick Hatchery Ltd is currently accepting 
resumes for a full time Hatchery General Labourer
We are seeking an energetic, self-motivated, reliable 
person. The successful candidate must be able to 
work in a team environment, learn quickly (training 
provided), and be able to follow instructions.  

A valid driver’s licence is an asset.  There will be lifting 
and physical labour.  

Your duties will include:
Handling chicks and eggs while adhering to the 
Animal Welfare and Health & Safety Policies, 
sanitation requirements, preparing eggs and chicks 
for shipment and other duties as required. 

Licensed 309A Electrician
Require and individual with extensive service 
experience. Must be able to independently 
troubleshoot customer problems.

Require WHMIS, Working at Heights, Skyjack 
and Lift training, and Arc Flash Training. 

Competitive wages along with a benefit plan 
and company sponsored RRSP after 3 months.

Please direct resumés to:
Tim Ropp
Operations Manager
Ziegler Electric Ltd.
101 Bonnie Cres.
Elmira, Ontario
FAX: 519-669-1343
E-mail: tim.ropp@zieglerelectric.ca

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
NEEDED. RESIDENTIAL 
SNOW BLOWN IN ST. 
Jacobs. Several drive-
ways. 519-503-1111.

For Sale
BROWN EGGS - FREE 
RANGE. $3/DOZ. WE 
deliver. Leisure Estates 
B&B. 1099 Floradale 
Rd. 519-669-3295.

For Sale
EMU OIL PRODUCTS. 
100% PURE NATURAL 
oil for skin care. Emu 
Pain Rub, Soap, Face 
Creams available. 
519-885-0329.

TOOLS - MULTIPUR-
POSE PULLER SET, 
Snap-On Compression 
Gage & Adaptor Set, 1/2 
Ton Chain fall, Electric 
Grinder 110V, Clos-
est offer to $500.00 
for all items listed. 
Retired, downsizing  
519 884-4279

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking  
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
OMEGA ROLEX, BRET-
LING PATEK, ALL 
gold, broken charins, 
rings, coins, gold & 
silver. Paying high-
est prices. Call Terry 
at 519-242-6900 or 
gallamore@golden.net 
Have mask will travel. 
40 years experience, 
fair, honest.

Rentals
ST. JACOBS MEAD-
OWS CONDO FOR 
lease. Adult commu-
nity. 519-577-7172.

Trades & 
Services

C U S TO M  A P P L E 
PRESSING & JUICE 
Sales by appoint-
ment. Order early 
for best availability. 
Cedar Ridge Pressing, 
3175 Northfield Dr., 
519-669-3541, Elmira.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call  519- 
496-7539 or email  
ron.spncr@gmail.com
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•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

LIVE AUCTION SALE
Of

Household goods, antiques, and 
miscellaneous items, to be held at  

2220 Lobsinger Line, Woolwich Twp.  
(1/2 mile east of Heidelberg), for  

Hannah & the Late Harvey Martin,  
and Katie Martin, on   

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH @ 10 A.M.
HOUSEHOLD:  Extension table with 12 leaves. 
6 matching wooden kitchen chairs.  Plywood 
corner cupboard. Plywood slant front desk. 2 
& 4 pc. double bedroom suites.  Blanket box. 
Chest of drawers. Wooden folding tables. 
Upholstered recliner. 2 maple table and chair 
sets. 2 pc. sectional.  2 rocking chairs. Glider 
rocker. Wicker furniture. Patio furniture. Baby 
carriage. White Model 263 straight stitch 
sewing machine. Bedding including wool 
blankets & new flannel sheets. Linen. Material. 
Quilt frames & stands. Mantle clock with 
chimes. Children’s toys & games. Water set. 
Books. Family Life & other magazines. Snap 
lid & other jars. Champion juicer (new). China, 
glassware, cookware, roasting pans, kitchen 
utensils. Also, 1 & 2 gal. sausage stuffers, 
32 meat grinder, hand meat saws, hand & 
garden tools, etc.  ANTIQUES:  Bonnet chest. 
Blanket box with old paint. Dresser with lamp 
shelves. Dressers. Washstand. Waterfall 
chest of drawers. Wooden bench. Wooden 
foot stools. Parlour table with ball & claw 
feet. Nice selection of hooked & other mats, 
braided mats, and runners. Early pieced & 
other quilts. Buggy robes. Wooden high chair. 
Child’s wooden doll wagon. Crocks and jugs. 
Copper boiler.  Wall mount wooden drying 
rack. Large granite bowl with lid.  2 old Bibles. 
Tin canister set. Wooden windows, etc.  
NOTE – See www.gerberauctions.net for 
photos.   TERMS – Cash or cheque with I.D. only.   
No cards. SALE ORDER – smaller items 
followed by furniture. Dress for the weather, 
majority of the auction is outdoors, bring 
boxes and packing. COVID NOTE – Where 
possible, one member per family & interested 
buyer’s only. Use proper social distancing at all 
times! Face masks required as per Waterloo 
Region policy.  

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

Auction
Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

This beautiful, 3 Bedroom, 4 bathroom custom built, solid brick bungalow, has 
been lovingly maintained by it’s one and only owner.  Nestled on a .4 acre lot 
with no back neighbours, this 2720 sq. ft. home features hardwood floors, 
main floor laundry/mud room, and a master bedroom with gas fireplace, 
ensuite bathroom, and walk-in closet. The sprawling kitchen has granite 
countertops with loads of cooking space and is open to the formal dining room 
as well as the dinette. Patio doors from the dinette lead to your backyard oasis!! 
Two concrete patios, deck and guest house with a wet bar, all backing onto the 
Kissing Bridge Trail. The basement offers a rec room with a gas fireplace and 
wet bar, and 2nd rec room as well as a 2 piece bathroom and games room. This 
could easily be converted into an in-law suite. Double car garage and concrete 
driveway allowing parking for 6+ vehicles. This home would be an ideal spot 
for a large family, a multi-generational family, or anyone who enjoys 
entertaining. Situated close to Bolender park with its newer playground and 
splash pad as well as creek and green space…never a loss for things to do. Book 
your appointment today and start planning your post covid party!!!!

RARE OPPORTUNITY TO OWN ONE ACRE OF 
PROPERTY, WITH 212 FEET OF WATERFONT, ON THE 
GRAND RIVER! Enjoy this well treed lot, including apricot 
and pear trees with picturesque views down the river. 
This home offers a large open living area with main floor 
laundry and 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. The basement 
includes a workshop and rec room with wood stove and a 
walkout to the back yard and veggie garden. The lower 
basement offers additional space that could be finished 
or used for extra storage. The orientation and slope of the 
roof were designed for the installation of solar panels. 
Close to the historic Kissing Bridge and Trail - 45kms of 
recreational trails through Southern Ontario. No more 
than 15 minutes from Guelph or Waterloo. A renovator 
and innovator's dream. Imagine the possibilities! This is a 
rare find. Call today to arrange your private showing.$699,900$699,900 $849,900$849,900

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! One acre 
of park-like grounds backing onto 
G.R.C.A. and the Floradale “Mill Pond”. 
Four + bdrms. Country kitchen w/
oak cabinets & walkout to a compos-
ite deck. Mn flr laundry. Formal L.R. 2 
bdrms on main floor and 2 bdrms up-
stairs. Finished rec rm w/walk-up to rear 
yard. 2 baths. Insulated, heated work-
shop – 38’ x 50’. Gravelled parking for 
equipment. NEW MLS $699,900.00

NEW LISTING | 2304 Floradale Rd., Floradale

and live auction [happen-
ing as well]. We will have 
that at EPAC (Elmira 
Produce Auction Cooper-
ative), the auction centre, 
we will have a live auction 
going on there. And at the 
same time people bidding 
online.”

Hosted by Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd., the online-
only auction includes 
items such as kitchen-
ware, clothing, food, and 
more. The bigger items 
will be available start-
ing this weekend, where 
people will be able to take 
part in the live auction – 
both online and in person 
for those who do not have 
access to the internet. 

The silent auction will 
take place Friday – as well 
as the option to place a 
reserve bid on quilts. The 
fun begins Saturday at 9 
a.m. with the start of the 
live and webcast auction. 
Different formats and 
items will be available 
throughout the day and 
can be viewed on the 

Jantiz Auction website, 
www.jantziauctions.net.

Organizers want people 
to know that there is 
limited availability for 
the auction in person. 
Because of the limit to 
50 people, tickets will be 
sold for $20 to ensure that 
people who want to be 
there in person can take 
part, while reducing the 
number of people inside. 
Outside the building will 
be limited to 100 people 
and volunteers will be 
on hand to ensure social 
distancing is practised. 
Tickets can be purchased 
through EDCL.

As the auction takes 
place, a bake sale will also 
be going on to raise funds. 
Located at 1251 Arthur St. 
N., the bake sale will also 
play host to a treasure 
table where smaller items 
will be sold.

The quilt auction will 
take place in person at 
7400 Reid Woods Dr., 
Elmira. All money will 
go to support EDCL’s 
programs.

QUILT AUCTION: Going with a hybrid 
option to ensure fundraiser goes on 

→ FROM  09

 ♥Halloween Costumes  
Get creative with old newspapers!  
This year, reuse them to fashion 
your Halloween Costume. 

519-741-6970 Call for more information

DRAYON 2 BEDROOM
Apartment with in-unit laundry. Available January 1, 2021. 

$900.00 plus heat and water. Parking available. 

100% Local
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting We support our

Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES    ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

Reach local 
people at the 
right time 
every week.
15,000 Observers are delivered to 
homes in Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Waterloo.  
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out 
how your business can book this space.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. For health 
information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

Township Office – Open for select services
Please use online or phone where possible or book appointments with staff in advance. 

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Aquatics – The pool is open for aquafit, lane, family swim and swim lessons – preregistration is required. Visit: 
Woolwich.ca/swim

Fitness – Visit: Woolwich.ca/fitness 

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage – Visit: Woolwich.ca/StayActive

Local Business Resources - call 519-669-6020 or email EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. Children under five and people 
with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be kind to those unable to wear a face covering. To 
make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information – Halloween Advice
Given that Ontario and Waterloo Region have entered the second wave of COVID-19 infections, Region of Waterloo 
Public Health supports the recommendation of Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health that people stick to low-risk 
activities during Halloween. If you choose to go out trick-or-treating:

• only go out with members of your household

• only trick-or-treat outside

• both trick-or-treaters and people handing out candy should wear a face covering — a costume mask is not a 
substitute and should not be worn over a face covering because it may make it difficult to breathe

• do not congregate or linger at doorsteps and remember to line up two metres apart if you are waiting
• avoid high-touch surfaces and objects, such as railings and doorbells
• whether you are collecting or handing out treats, wash your hands often and thoroughly, or use hand sanitizer

LEAF DISPOSAL
Please do not rake your leaves onto the road. This practice has been prohibited by bylaw in the Township of Woolwich 
since 1994.  There is a fine of $125 for depositing any debris or refuse, which includes leaves, on Township Roads.  These 
piles of leaves are a safety hazard as they encourage children to play on the road. They can also result in flooding issues 
when the leaves block storm drains.  

LEAF DISPOSAL ALTERNATIVES
NATURAL CHOICES
Mulching and composting are the most economical and environmentally beneficial ways to deal with your leaves.

• Instead of disposing of your leaves, save them, mulch them with your lawnmower and gradually add them to your 
home composter.  They will break down into a useful organic material that can be added to flower and vegetable 
gardens.

• Rather than raking your leaves, why not mulch them on your lawn or into your garden?  When the leaves are dry, mow 
your lawn more frequently.  The mulched leaves will soon disappear into your lawn or garden as fertilizer.

CURBSIDE LEAF COLLECTION PROGRAM
Bagged Leaf Collection

• Bag leaves using only paper yard waste bags or returnable containers marked with a Region of Waterloo Yard 
Waste sticker.

• Place out with yard waste materials on yard waste collection days separately from your garbage containers.

• For more information call the Region of Waterloo at 519-575-4400.

Tip:  Mulching your leaves with a lawn mower or other mulching device prior to bagging can reduce leaf volumes.  
(10 bags of loose leaves = 1 bag of mulched leaves)

If you have too many leaves for your composter to handle, you may bring your leaves to the Regional Landfill Site located at:

Gate 2, 925 Erb Street West, Waterloo

Monday to Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/living-here/landfill-and-recycling-centre.aspx

Township of Woolwich 2021 Annual  
Grant Applications Now Available

Application forms for the Township of Woolwich’s 2021 Annual Grants are now available online. Non-profit organizations 
may apply for a capital or operating grant for the delivery of programs and services within Woolwich Township.

Applications must be received by Friday, November 20, 2020, at 4:30 p.m. Please find additional details regarding the 
Township’s annual grants and special assistance programs on the Township’s website, www.woolwich.ca/grants. 

Completed applications and questions may be directed to Alex Smyth at asmyth@woolwich.ca or 519-669-6004. 

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT - 
NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96

TAKE NOTICE THAT the Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet on:

MONDAY, November 23, 2020 at 4:30 P.M.
for the purpose of hearing all persons interested in support of or opposition to any of the following applications as 
described below.

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offices will not be permitted.  
Below is information on how you can submit comments, view or participate in the meeting.  You may also contact the 
Committee Secretary by sending an email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have any 
questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the meeting as follows:

• view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township Youtube channel  at the following link  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ  OR

• participate by REGISTERING with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on Friday November 20th.  To 
register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6040.  When registering you must provide your 
name, phone number, email and the application number you would like to comment on.  Once you are registered 
the Committee Secretary will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login 
or conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and have the option to 
comment on a particular application, please register with the Committee Secretary (see above information).  You will 
not be required to speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we know which application you 
are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time to comment if you wish to do so.  As it is virtual, 
registering will provide a level of security that is necessary to prevent unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting.  
Applicants and their consultants will be automatically registered and contacted accordingly by the Committee 
Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township office at 24 Church Street West, Elmira and placing 
it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 

You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6038 to discuss any comments / concerns however, this is not 
considered a formal comment. 

The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications.  All submissions must be made no later than 
4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 17th (Note that this date is before the meeting).  Any submissions received will be 
included in a comment package and presented at the meeting.  This information is collected and maintained for the 
purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public at the Committee of Adjustment hearing.  Please 
note that while the Committee may redact some personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers, 
your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.

This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located within 60 metres (200 feet) 
of the subject properties.  If you wish to be notified of any last minute changes to the agenda (i.e. withdrawal of an 
application) you must contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email 
to planning@woolwich.ca.

APPLICATION

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 24/2020 James and Lisa Bennett,  
520 Katherine Street South, Crowsfoot Corners

ZONE / USE: Settlement Residential (R-1) and Site Specific Regulations 26.1.42

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from Section 6.4.2 of the Accessory Building regulations to increase 
the maximum height from 4.5 metres to approximately 7.5 metres (being the average depth of the finished 
grade) in order to permit the development of a 100 square metre detached garage on the property. The applicant 
is proposing to demolish the existing dwelling and redevelop the property with a new dwelling and accessory 
building.

NOTICE OF DECISION:  Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will be sent to owners, agents, those 
who submit written comments, and people who register for the meeting.  If you wish to be notified of the decision 
of the Committee of Adjustment in respect to this application, you must submit a written request to the Committee 
Secretary or register ahead of the meeting.  This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible Local Planning Appeal 
Tribunal

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS:  Anyone in opposition to a decision may appeal the 
decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.  The Tribunal may dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing if the 
appellant did not make oral or written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment before a decision was given or 
does not provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make a submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should you have any questions.  Contact 
the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca 
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Martin, Levi M.
Passed away at his residence, RR 4 
Elmira, on Sunday, October 25, 2020 
at the age of 84. Levi M. Martin was the 
husband of Lydian (Bauman) Martin. 
Father of Ezra and Rachel Martin and 
Mary and Enos Bowman of Wallenstein, 
son-in-law Allen Bowman (Louisa, 
2009) and second wife Selema (Martin) 
Bowman of Millbank, Manassa and 
Melinda Martin of Maxwell, Catherine 
and Joseph Bauman of Wallenstein, 
Noah and Catherine Martin and Levi 
and Nancy Martin of Millbank, Isaiah 
and Annie Martin of Elmira, Tilman 
and Mary Martin of Wallenstein, Enoch 
and Lucinda Martin of Elmira, Lydian 
and Simeon Bauman of Wallenstein. 
Survived by numerous grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, 3 brothers, 
and 3 sisters. Predeceased by his parents 
Joseph and Annie Martin and second 
wife Lovina Martin, his daughter Louisa 
Martin, and 1 brother and 1 sister. 

Visitation was held at the family home. 
Interment and funeral service took 
place at Woolwich Mennonite Meeting 
House. Arrangements entrusted to 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Zinger, Edna Mary (nee Walter)
It is with profound sadness that 
we announce the passing of Edna 
Zinger on Thursday, October 22, 
2020. She passed away peacefully 
at Barnswallow Place, Elmira in 
her 100th year. Devoted mother of 
Donald (Joyce), Edward (Trish), Carol 
Ziolkoski (Stan, recently deceased), 
Marlene Hahn (Doug), Patricia 
Cadorette (Serge), Bill (Kim), Deborah 
Austin (Bob), and Barbara.

Proud grandmother of Brian, Jason 
and Jamie; Leslie, John, Marnie 
and Andrew; Darrell, Tracey, Chad 
and Cory; Michael, Christine and 
Natascha; Tamara and Melissa; Steven 
and Kristy Rose; Ashley and Daniel; 
Geoffrey and Christopher, 40 great-
grandchildren, and three great-great 
grandchildren.

Survived by her sister Helen Palach 
and brother-in-law Jim Scherrer.

Predeceased by her loving husband 
Leonard, her parents Edward and 
Margaret Walter, grandson Bradley 
Zinger, daughter-in-law Margaret  
Zinger, brothers Frank and Willard 
Walter, sister Gertrude Scherrer, 
sister-in-law Beatrice Walter, and 
brother-in-law Walter Palach.

Mom’s love of cooking and euchre 
always gathered the family together. 
Everyone wanted to be her partner 
as she had a lucky rabbit’s foot. She 
had a special secret that glued a family 
together. Her house was a revolving 
door of family visits and there was 
always enough food on the table for 
whomever dropped in (or a treat 
waiting for the grandkids).

As the heart and soul of the Zinger 
family, she has left behind an 
incredible legacy. She taught us so 
much with her loving heart, wise 
words (sometimes sassy ones), 
perseverance, patience, helpful 
caring ways and guidance. She will 
be dearly missed by all, though we 
know the memory of her will live on.

The family would like to thank the 
amazing, hard working, dedicated 
staff at Barnswallow Place for being so 
caring and loving to our Mother over 
her three year stay.

Cremation has taken place. There will 
be no funeral home visitation.

A celebration of life will be held at a 
later date.

In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made to the Alzheimer Society, 
Canadian Cancer Society or St. Teresa 
of Avila RC Church - Parish Fund.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Martin: Mr. Mervin W
Mervin W Martin of RR#1 Wroxeter 
died at his home on October 22, 2020 
in his 67th year.
Survived by his wife Erla (Gingrich) 
Martin and 5 children: Urias (Nancy) 
Martin, Minerva (Elias Weber), Abram 
(Magdelena) Martin, Nancy (Henry 
Martin) and Amon (Nancy) Martin of 
RR#1 Wroxeter.
Grandfather to 39 grandchildren.
Brother to 4 sisters.
Predeceased by his parents, 2 brothers 
and 1 sister.
Viewing at his home 90411 Belmore 
Line on Wednesday, October 28th.
A small funeral service will be held 
on Thursday, October 29th at the 
home, thence to Wroxeter Mennonite 
Meeting House for further services and 
burial in the adjoining cemetery.
Arrangements entrusted to Riverside 
Funeral Home, Brussels.

 ❖ www.riversidefuneralhome.ca

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

Obituary

Obituary Obituary

REINHART, THERESE - It is with heavy 
hearts that we announce the passing 
of our dear mother Therese Reinhart of 
Maryhill, Ontario on October 18, 2020. 
She lived to the tender age of 93.

RUDY, DAVID - With grief and with love, 
we announce the death of David Rudy on 
October 19, 2020 at St. Mary's General 
Hospital at age 88. Born May 9, 1932, near 
Winterbourne.

Death Notices

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Obituary

Martin, Abner W.
Peacefully with his family by his side 
on Sunday, October 25, 2020, at his 
home, RR 1, Wallenstein, at the age of 
65. Husband of Verna Martin. Father of 
Ruth Martin, Ellen Martin both of RR 3, 
Listowel, Marvin and Naomi Martin of 
RR 1, Wallenstein, Paul and Maryann 
Martin of Lindsay. Also survived by 
ten grandchildren. Brother of Selinda 
Shantz of Chesley, Ibra Martin, Amos 
and Malinda Martin, all of Mount 
Forest, David and Laurene Martin of 
RR 1, Wallenstein, Nelson and Laura 
Martin of RR 1, Elmira. Brother-in-law 
of Allen and Anna Gingrich of RR 2, 
Drayton, and Elsie Shantz of RR 1, West 
Montrose. Predeceased by daughter 
Naomi in infancy, parents Wesley and 
Lydia Ann Martin, brother Edward 
(Anna) Martin, brothers-in-law Amos 
(Selinda) Shantz, Osiah (Elsie) Shantz, 
and sister-in-law Salema (Ibra) Martin. 
A drive past viewing took place on 
Monday, October 26, 2020 at the family 
home, 7710 Line 86, RR 1, Wallenstein. 
A private family service was held at the 
home on Tuesday, October 27, 2020 then 
burial and private service followed at 
Peel Mennonite Meeting House.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 70th 

Birthday Sharon

From Family and Friends

Birthday In Memoriam

Judy (Ward) Lorenz 
May 9, 1964 - Nov 4, 2016

Mom, Dad, Tracy, Angie, Alicia and Heather

In loving memory of a Dear  
Daughter, Sister and Mother

We think about you always
We talk about you still,

You have never been forgotten 
and you never will

We hold you close within our hearts
and there you will remain,

To walk and guide us through our lives,
Until we meet again

Always loved and forever missed

Have a Safe & Happy 

REMINDER: Daylight Savings ends November 1st

 ♥ Papier mache 
Keep your kids entertained  
with this fun craft activity.  
With just newspaper and glue  
you can make whatever you  
can think of. Including 
Halloween Decotations!
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here Supporters are being asked to “Show 
Your 4-H Colours” in November, with the 
organization encouraging people to wear 
green, celebrate, and give back to one of 
Canada’s longstanding youth organiza-
tions. Nov. 4 is Show Your 4-H Colours Day. 
 www.showyour4hcolours.ca 

Leading up to Canadian Down Syndrome 
Week (Nov. 1-7), the Waterloo Regional 
Down Syndrome Society (WRDSS) is high-
lighting a photo series called “Who We 
Are” explores familial connections and 
similarities that are often overlooked and 
replaced with stereotypes and assump-
tions about people with Down syndrome. 
 www.wrdss.ca

The colour of 4-H Down syndrome week

Elmira’s Allison family are taking their annual Halloween lawn display to the next level with the addition of a cemetery. Damon MacLean

Not letting Halloween pass them by
Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

FOR THE PAST 15 OR 20 
years, Chris and Christa 
Allison have been deco-
rating their family home 
for Halloween with the 
help of their daughters 
Odessa and Octavia. What 
began as a small family 
hobby has blossomed into 
a tradition that takes up 
the better part of Chris’s 
free time from summer 
onwards to amaze the 
trick-or-treaters on Robin 
Drive in Elmira. 

Chris got things rolling 
by creating large wooden 
cutouts in the shape of 
Halloween creatures 
such as witches, and then 
painting them. Now it has 

grown with the addition 
of a graveyard, all hand-
crafted and painted, with 
lights around the fence. 

This year Chris figured it 
was as good as any to step 
up the display – a neigh-
bour even challenged him 
to make it the best produc-
tion yet. Many kids may 
be staying at home this 
year but are encouraged to 
drive by and check out the 
display. 

“It’s kind of a hobby – I 
kind of do it on the side. I 
mean, if I did it all at once, 
it probably takes a couple 
days. Maybe a week. Cut 
it out, paint it, all of that,” 
explained Chris of the 
creative process. 

“When it gets towards 
the end of the summer, 

then I all of a sudden ... 
I’m kind of a guy that I 
don’t really procrastinate, 
but the pressure, I kind of 
like the pressure, so I’m 
forced through them really 
quick,” he added of how 
things come together each 
year.

The love for Hallow-
een may be shared at the 
Allison residence, but the 
family doesn’t participate 
in ‘family costumes.’ 

“That’s one thing we 
never do,” Christa joked. 

Last year for the family’s 
annual Halloween party, 
the couple dressed up 
as characters from The 
Exorcist. In the family 
garage, they have an array 
of costumes, and Pola-
roids from past parties, →HALLOWEEN 20

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My 
friend says that her arthri-
tis pain improved after 
she started taking turmer-
ic. Can you tell me more 
about this supplement?

ANSWER: Although 
turmeric is a common 
spice in many home 
pantries, many people 
are not familiar with its 
purported health effects. 
Relieving arthritis pain 
is one of many such 
purported health effects.

Turmeric, a plant 
related to ginger, is grown 
in many Asian countries, 
as well as other tropical 
areas. It's a major ingre-
dient in curry powders 
– common in many Indian 
and Asian dishes – and 
is used as a coloring for 
foods, fabrics and cosmet-
ics. The underground 
portions of the plant can 
be dried and made into 
capsules, tablets, extracts, 
powders or teas. Or they 
may be made into a paste 
to apply to the skin.

Turmeric's main active 
component – curcumin – 
is what gives the spice its 
yellow color. Curcumin 
has anti-inflammatory 
properties, making it a 
potential treatment for a 
number of health condi-
tions, including reduced 
pain and increased ease of 
movement in people with 
osteoarthritis. One study 
found that taking turmeric 
extract three times daily 
was comparable to taking 
a 1,200-milligram dose of 
ibuprofen daily. However, 
more research is neces-
sary to confirm these 
effects.

Other research suggests 
that curcumin may reduce 

cholesterol and triglycer-
ide levels. In addition, it 
may lessen some of the 
symptoms of rheumatoid 
arthritis, such as joint 
swelling and morning 
stiffness. Other areas of 
investigation include 
curcumin's effect on 
Crohn's disease, certain 
cancers, depression, 
diabetes, joint pain and 
irritable bowel syndrome.

When taken by mouth 
or applied to the skin, 
turmeric – and the 
curcumin it contains – 
appears to be generally 
safe when limited to less 
than 8 grams a day. That 
said, different amounts 
often are recommended 
depending on the 
health condition being 
addressed, and higher 
doses have been used for 
limited periods of time. 
High doses or long-term 
use may cause gastroin-
testinal upset for some 
people. Ask your health 
care provider about taking 
turmeric if you have gall-
bladder disease, as it may 
worsen the condition. You 
also should talk to your 
health care provider about 
turmeric if you take an 
anti-clotting medication 
or chemotherapy, as the 
supplement may interact 
with your medication. 

 ↆ For 25 years, confident 
cooks in the know have relied 
on America's Test Kitchen 
for rigorously tested recipes 
developed by professional 
test cooks and vetted by 
60,000 at-home recipe testers. 
See more online at www.
americastestkitchen.com/TCA

Turmeric may relieve 
arthritis pain

MAYO CLINIC

Extensive decorations and detailed costumes are an annual tradition for the Allisons
souvenirs of their detailed 
efforts. 

Favourite costumes in 
the household include 
Christa as the bride of 
Frankenstein, Chris’s 
tribute costume to the 
Tragically Hip’s Gord 
Downie, Octavia’s turn as 
Johnny Depp and an alien 
with 15 eyes.  

In addition to storing 
items from the Halloween 
party, the cutouts every 
year have claimed the 
family’s back yard shed. 
“We can always make it 
better it is just a matter of 
storing things,” said Chris. 

“We enjoy making them 
if we can, and I find that 
the store-bought ones, 
they’re kind of cheap,” 

 ▢ The Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Ken Neary
Ken is the Night Shift service advisor. He has been with us 
for 10 years.
Ken is a proud father to his 7 year old daughter. Him and his 
wife enjoy attending different events and exploring the area 
trying out new local restaurants & shops. A highlight for 
theirs is spending a week in the summer at their timeshare 
in the smoky mountains in Tennessee.
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 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

 ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Bringing Halloween 
to your dinner table

This year it feels like 
not only is the Grinch 

going to steal Christmas 
but every other celebration 
and holiday, including 
Halloween! Although 
Halloween might look a 
little different this year it 
doesn’t mean we can’t have 
a good time.

This time of year gives 
adults an excuse to over 
indulge on candy and other 
sweets.

Going into the winter is a 
perfect time to put on a few 
extra pounds as we don’t 
have to be seen in a bathing 
suit for at least seven or 
eight months!

That being said, there 
are always many fun recipe 
ideas this time of year for 
bat-shaped cookies or 
spider-web cupcakes and 
the like. But it’s about time 
to bring Halloween to the 
main dinner table.

This recipe makes for 
a very flavourful meal 
any time of year, but can 
be easily adapted for a 
little seasonal fun. When 
cleaning out the peppers, 
one could easily carve little 
faces in them to appear as 
mini Jack o’lanterns. One 
could also cut close to the 
top and leave the stems on, 

and then serve them with a 
pumpkin lid.

Local peppers are very 
plentiful right now, and 
what would make this even 
more legitimate would be 
to try to use just orange 
ones. If you’re able to pull 
it off, then we can say 
“orange you glad you did?”

Chorizo is an umbrella 
term for any type of Span-
ish-style pork sausage. The 
European-style ones are 
typically smoked and sold 
fully cooked. 

This recipe is for the 
Mexican style, which are 
typically made by mari-
nating the mixture and 
then placed in casings. 
Many Mexican or Tex-Mex 
dishes, such as this one, 
have you removing the 
meat from the casings 
and then cooking up the 
mixture in a pan as you 
would with ground beef. 
As we are making our own 
filling, we are foregoing the 
casings altogether.

Along with the care, 
don’t be afraid to put a little 
scare into your dinner.

Chorizo Stuffed Peppers
Chorizo Stuffed Peppers

 ▢ 6 large peppers

 ▢ 1 batch chorizo mix*

 ▢ 1 red onion

 ▢ 1 red pepper

 ▢ 1 carrot shredded

 ▢ 1 can diced tomato

 ▢ Oregano, cumin,

 ▢ Salt, pepper

 ▢ 1 cup raw rice

 ▢ 1 can black beans

 ▢ 1 cup Jack cheese

 ▢ 1 cup cheddar

Drizzle:
 ▢ 1 cup sour cream

 ▢ Juice of 1 lime

 ▢ Cumin
 ▢ Chopped cilantro

*Chorizo mix:
 ▢ 600g ground pork

 ▢ 2 garlic cloves, 

 ▢ 1 tsp. each salt, 
pepper, oregano, cumin, 
smoked paprika

 ▢ 1/4 tsp. cloves, 

 ▢ 1/2 tsp. coriander

 ▢ 1/2 tsp. cinnamon, 

 ▢ 2 Tbsp. ancho chili 
powder

 ▢ 1/4 cup cider vinegar

 ▢ 1/4 cup veg. oil

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29
 ▢ Heart Health Virtually using Zoom at 6:30 p.m. 

Heart disease and stroke take one life every 7 
minutes. 90% of Canadians have at least one risk 
factor.  Join us to learn more about risk factors and 
how to reduce your risk. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca 
for your Zoom invitation.

Woolwich Residents Support Fund: 
Responding to financial needs

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich 
Township Council. 
The WRSF will initially address the antici-
pated unprecedented needs that many Wool-
wich residents will experience due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  However, the WRSF 
will continue to address ongoing needs expe-
rienced by Woolwich residents long after the 
pandemic has ended.   
In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further sup-
port that otherwise would not be accessible 
for the ongoing needs of the individual. 
Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.
While eligibility practices and an application 
process are in place, it should be noted that 
in unique, complex, crisis and acute circum-
stances funds may be provided at the discre-
tion of the Fund Review Committee, assum-
ing the core criteria of the fund are met.

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of  

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.   Woolwich Community Services
3.   Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:   
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director,  
Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.

Additional information:

1. Mix chorizo meat 
mixture together 
with spices and 
allow to marinade.

2. Cut peppers in half, 
seed, oil and season.

3. Place in baking dish 
and bake at 400 F 
until starting to get 
soft, about 5 minutes.

4. Start cooking 
meat mixture in a pot 
with a touch of oil.

5. Add diced 
veggies and addi-
tional seasoning.

6. Add can tomatoes 
and rice and simmer 
until thickens.

7. Combine with 
cooked beans and 
half the cheeses.

8. Jam into peppers 
and cover with 
additional cheeses.

9. Bake for addi-
tional 20 minutes

10. Combine 
sour cream with 
lime and cumin – 
drizzle over top of 
finished product.
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  Afraid
  Bat
  Blood
  Black Cat
  Bone
  Boo
  Cackle
  Casket
  Cauldron
  Cloak
  Coffin

  Creepy
  Devil
  Disguise
  Fall
  Fangs
  Fog
  Full moon
  Ghoul
  Ghost
  Grave
  Grim Reaper

  Haunt
  Hayride
  Mask
  Monster
  Moonlight
  October
  Phantom
  Potion
  Pretend
  Pumpkin
  Scare

  Skeleton 
  Skull
  Spider
 Spirit
 Spooky
 Treat
 Trick
 Witch
 Zombie

ACROSS
1. An abnormal invol-
untary movement
6. Wok fast food
12. Many and of 
various types.
13. Parting words
15. Amiens is 
its capital
16. Advance
17. Hi-___ graphics
20. Matterhorn, e.g.
21. An adjective 
placed after a verb, 
noun or pronoun 
that it relates to
27. Tagged player
28. Revives
29. Buff
30. Undertake, 
with "out"
31. Not not or
32. A line going 
diagonally across 
the grain of fabric
34. Sphere toy
36. Draw quickly
37. Gulf V.I.P.
38. ___-Altaic 

languages
40. Go straight
43. Shoot for, 
with "to"
45. Curious
47. Half a club dancer
48. Elaborate
50. "Them"
51. Slow-cooked 
casserole
54. Greeting
55. In an instant
56. Caribbean, e.g.
57. Boozer
58. Be itinerant
59. Support person
62. Pale tan
64. Financially 
support an event 
or person
65. Victorian, 
in a way
66. Cleave

DOWN
2. Doomsayer's sign
3. Irritation
4. Highly sclero-
tized beetle wings

5. Absorbed, 
as a loss
6. Family heads
7. Balmy
8. Game with 
matchsticks
9. Department for 
the supply of food
10. Cast
11. Canada's closest 
neighbour, abbr.
13. Split
14. Chatter
16. Animal house
17. Fill again
18. Distinctive flair
19. Irish Playwright. 
First name John.
21. Fossil
22. Carbon 
compound
23. Desperate
24. __ outta here!
25. Street fleet
26. Destroy
28. Metal cutting tool
30. Most intelligent
33. Short grass
35. Ankle high, 

heavy footware
39. High Fidel-
ity Sound
41. Most rusted
42. City near 
Phoenix
43. Chill
44. Aria, e.g.
46. You should 
not do this. Once 
or twice.
49. Thailand, once
52. Off is the only 
other option
53. Greek math-
ematician
54. Principal
56. George W., 
to George
58. Gift on "The 
Bachelor"
59. 30-day mo.
60. Twisted 
ladder of life
61. 1973 Supreme 
Court decision name
62. "Bingo!"
63. Dash abbr.
64. Half-alright

 ↆ X - W O R D
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An anytime side that can also be 
the star of a holiday meal

We love winter squash 
prepared the 

familiar way: sprinkled with 
brown sugar and dotted 
with butter, then roasted 
until it's tender and sweet. 
It's comforting, but not all 
that inspiring.

For a savory take, and 
one that would produce 
a dish that would earn a 
spot on the table whether 
it was a chilly weeknight 
or a Thanksgiving spread, 
we took inspiration from 
London-based Chef Yotam 
Ottolenghi. He slices the 
squash (skin and all) into 
thin half-moons to create 
more surface area for 
browning. And rather than 
add more sweetness, he 
tosses the roasted squash 
with savory ingredients, 

which serve as a surpris-
ingly successful foil to the 
squash's natural sweet-
ness.

We were smitten with 
this approach, but we 
knew we wanted to put 
our own spin on it. Our 
first move was to lose 
the skin. Our next was to 
find ways to get ultimate 
caramelization on both 
sides of the squash slices. 
To do that, we placed 
the sheet on the lowest 
oven rack instead of 
in the middle. On the 
lowest rack, it absorbed 
even more heat from the 

main heating element on 
the oven's floor. We then 
flipped the squash (and 
rotated the baking sheet) 
partway through roasting 
so that both sides could 
caramelize.

The other key to better 
browning was the fat we 
used. Instead of tossing the 
squash with olive oil, we 
used melted butter, whose 
milk proteins undergo the 
Maillard reaction. These 
slices emerged deeply 
caramelized, wonderfully 
sweet and tender.

A combination of goat 
cheese, pecans and maple 
syrup made a perfect 
savory topping for our 
simple yet presenta-
tion-worthy side dish.

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Worship: 9:30am
Being God’s Saints

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Tia Ruza, Lay Preacher
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Roasted Butternut Squash
 ▢ 1 large (2 1/2- to 

3-pound) butternut 
squash

 ▢ 3 tablespoons 
unsalted butter, melted

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon salt

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon pepper

 ▢ For the topping:

 ▢ 2 tablespoons 
maple syrup

 ▢ Pinch cayenne 
pepper

 ▢ 1 1/2 ounces goat 
cheese, crumbled (1/3 

cup)

 ▢ 1/3 cup pecans, 
toasted and chopped 
coarse

 ▢ 2 teaspoons fresh 
thyme leaves

For the squash:

1. Adjust the oven rack to 
the lowest position and 
heat the oven to 425 F. 
Using a sharp vegetable 
peeler or chef's knife, 
remove the skin and 
fibrous threads from the 
squash just below the skin 
(peel until the squash is 
completely orange with 
no white flesh remaining, 
roughly 1/8 inch deep). Halve 
the squash lengthwise and 
scrape out the seeds. Place 
the squash, cut side down, 
on a cutting board and slice 
crosswise 1/2 inch thick.

2. Toss the squash with 
melted butter, salt and 

pepper until evenly coated. 
Arrange the squash on 
a rimmed baking sheet 
in a single layer. Roast 
the squash until the side 
touching the sheet toward 
the back of the oven is well 
browned, 25 to 30 minutes.

3. Rotate the sheet and 
continue to bake until the 
side touching the sheet 
toward the back of the 
oven is well browned, 6 to 
10 minutes. Remove the 
squash from the oven and 
use a metal spatula to flip 
each piece. Continue to 
roast until the squash is 
very tender and the side 
touching sheet is browned, 
10 to 15 minutes longer. 

For the  topping:

1. While the squash 
roasts, stir maple syrup 
and cayenne together 
in small bowl.

2. Transfer the squash to 
large serving platter. Drizzle 
maple mixture evenly over 
the squash. Sprinkle with 
goat cheese, pecans and 
thyme and serve. 
 
Recipe notes: For plain 
roasted squash omit the 
topping. This dish can be 
served warm or at room 
temperature. For the best 
texture it's important to 
remove the fibrous flesh just 
below the squash's skin.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

RECIPE: Enjoying a real taste of the season
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20+ years in business

JULIANE SHANTZ
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

“Our reputation”
is your

“guarantee”

www.earandhearingclinic.com
519-669-4425

69 Arthur St. S. Elmira ON

PARADISE
There’s nothing like the sound of 

PARADISE

TRY IT NOW
BOOK YOUR FREE DEMONSTRATION TODAY

said Chris. 
“It’s part of the fun to go 

and pick it all out, find all 
of the different parts to it,” 
added Octavia. 

With all the hard work 
put into the attraction, the 
family says even if no one 
comes trick-or-treating, 

they are glad they made 
the efort. The family has 
purchased candy to hand 
it, items they’ll be distrib-
uting in a way that ensures 
physical distancing will be 
maintained.

Having had to take a 
pass on may activities this 
year, the family wasn’t 

parting ways with the 
Halloween traditions.

“Everybody’s missed 
out on so much extra stuff 
this year, and this is one 
thing we always do,” said 
Octavia of the importance 
of this year’s display 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

HALLOWEEN: Making an extra effort this time around
→ FROM 17

Chris and Christa Allison and daughters Odessa and Octavia are all set for Halloween. Damon MacLean


