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SAVE 10% ON ALL FURNITURE & DECOR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

(519) 699-5537
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Mon.-Sat. 8-6, Sun. 12 - 5 @elmirahomehardware

Smoke / Carbon Monoxide alarms
Kiddie, Sealed 10 year lithium battery, photoelectric technology. 

SAVE
30%

3610-832

$43.97
was $62.99

Fire Safety Doesn’t Stop

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

HALLOWEEN IS TYPI-
CALLY TIME FOR ghouls, 
goblins and ghost stories, 
but the scariest thing just 
now will likely put the 
kibosh on the usual Octo-
ber 31 festivities.

Local public health 
officials haven’t followed 

Public health recommends alternatives to traditional trick-or-treating
Associate Minister of Children and Women’s Issues Jill Dunlop gets crafty at Maggie’s Mudroom in Elmira Wednesday morning. SEAN HEEGER

some other jurisdictions 
in an outright cancellation 
of Halloween, but they are 
suggesting we find alter-
natives, especially to the 
usual trick-or-treating.

Waterloo Region’s medi-
cal officer of health, Dr.H-
siu-Li Wang, is advising 
residents to avoid high-
risk activities this year, 
having earlier noted it 

won’t be a typical Hallow-
een, come what may. 

This week she suggested 
“celebrating Halloween 
safely with members of 
your immediate house-
hold, including pump-
kin decorating, virtual 
costume party, Halloween 
movie night, sharing 
spooky stories or outdoor 
trick-or-treat scavenger 

hunt in the backyard.” 
The region already has 

some guidelines in place 
for marking Halloween, 
with changes likely if the 
case numbers increase.

“The general principles 
are as follows: limit close 
contact to people living 
in your own household; 
virtual gatherings are 
the safest way to visit 

with people outside your 
household,” said Wang in a 
video conference Tuesday.  
“If you choose to partic-
ipate in or to hold an 
in-person gathering 
with people outside your 
household, you need to 
take the following precau-
tions: stay home if you 
have symptoms, even 
if they are mild or you 

recently had a negative 
COVID test; physically 
distance and wear a face 
covering with anyone else 
outside of your immediate 
household; the legal limits 
are 10 people indoors and 
25 people outdoors. You 
should keep your gather-
ing as small as possible, 
use outdoor spaces as 

→ HALLOWEEN 02
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IN A PORTFOLIO THAT 
INCLUDES promoting 
female entrepreneurship, 
Associate Minister of 
Children and Women’s 
Issues Jill Dunlop’s stop 
in Elmira Wednesday 
morning featured just such 
an enterprise. Joined by 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP 
Mike Harris, she visited 
Maggie’s Mudroom to chat 
with owner Leslie Brown 
and hear her story.

The visit to Elmira was 
also a chance for Dunlop 
to see how local busi-
nesses are coping with the 

Putting the focus 
on area’s women 
entrepreneurs
Provincial minister Dunlop makes stops 
in Waterloo Region to speak to women in 
business about pandemic response

coronavirus pandemic 
and making use of relief 
programs.

“Today we’re visiting at 
Maggie’s and talking with 
women entrepreneurs, 
and I think it’s so import-
ant that women can see 
themselves in roles like 
this and know that they 
can take something that 
they have a passion for, 
like Leslie with crafts and 
with pottery, and to turn 
into a business that they 
love,” said Dunlop. 

“I’m also from a small 
community, too. I live just 
outside of Orillia, and we 
have the same thing –  many 

→ DUNLOP 02
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much as possible. Gather-
ing outdoors is safer than 
indoors and the fewer the 
people, the lower the risk.”

While there are issues 
with the traditional 
approaches to Halloween 
that warrant alternatives, 
there are precautions that 
should be followed, Wang 
added.

“If you choose to go out 
trick or treating, only go 
out with members of your 
immediate household, 
physically distance and 
wear a face covering with 
anyone outside of your 
immediate household. 
Both trick-or-treaters 
and people handing out 
candy should wear a face 
covering, not a costume 
mask – a costume mask is 
not a substitute for a face 
covering and should not 
be worn over a face cover-
ing, as this may make it 
difficult to breathe. Do not 

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

THE NUMBER OF NEW 
CASES of COVID-19 in 
Waterloo Region remain 
below provincial averages, 
but health officials remain 
wary of spikes during 
the second wave of the 
pandemic.

“In terms of overall 
trends, at this time, our 
growth has not accelerated 
at the same pace as some 
other areas in Ontario. 
Similar to other mid-sized 
regions in Ontario, 
however, we remain in 
a precarious state in 
Waterloo Region,” said 
Medical Officer of Health 
Dr.Hsiu-Li Wang at Tues-
day’s weekly coronavirus 
update.

Provincial projections 
of 1,000 diagnoses daily 
in mid-October equates 
to nearly 40 new cases 
daily in this region. Actual 
numbers have been lower, 
with 21 being the high-
est daily total in the past 
week.

COVID-19 numbers remain lower than provincial 
averages, but health officials brace for spike

Overall, there were 119 
active cases at midweek, 
down from 129 a week 
earlier. The total number 
of people infected since 
the outbreak began stands 
at 1,914, of which 1,675 
(88 per cent) have been 
resolved.

There are nine sites in 
the region experiencing 
outbreaks, including three 
long-term care and retire-
ment homes.

“We have declared a new 
outbreak at Wilfrid Laurier 
University in residence, as 
well as off campus,” said 
Wang. “We have a total of 
seven cases to date which 
are linked, for whom three 
confirmed and one prob-
able reside at the Conrad 
Hall residence, and three 
of which are confirmed 
reside off campus. They 
are considered linked 
because all seven likely 
acquired their infection 
participating in one of 
multiple study groups 
held off campus. All cases 
are being followed up by 
public health. 

“High risk contacts are 
being advised that they 
need to self-isolate and get 
tested,” she added, noting 
two floors at an on-campus 
residence are involved. 
“These two floors have 
been declared an outbreak 
and students living on 
these floors are being asked 
to self-isolate and will be 
tested. Of note, we are not 
publicly identified the two 
floors to a risk of identifica-
tion of the individual cases, 
but all students who are 
impacted are being directly 
informed by the university. 
Public health will also be 
following up directly with 
them individually.

To help combat the 
anticipated uptick in 
cases, the region is now 
increasing the frequency 
of COVID-19 updates, 
adding a second on 
Fridays, and reiterat-
ing the importance of 
following public health 
measures, including social 
distancing, mask-wearing 
and washing/sanitizing 
hands and surfaces.

In neighbouring 
Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, the numbers 
remain lower. At midweek, 
the health unit reported 50 
active cases of the coro-
navirus, two more than 
a week earlier, bringing 
the cumulative total to 
741, of which 651 (87.9 per 
cent) have been deemed 
resolved.

The province is still 
dealing with a spike as the 
total number jumped more 
than 5,000 to 60,692 in 
the past seven days. There 
have been 3,017 deaths 
attributed to the virus – 30 
additional fatalities in 
a week – representing a 
mortality rate of five per 
cent. The ministry reports 
51,729 cases (85.2 per cent) 
have been resolved.

The latest numbers from 
Health Canada show 19,741 
active cases, bringing the 
total to 186,881 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 nation-
wide, a spike of some 15,000 
in the past week, with 9,954  
related deaths, a mortality 
rate of 5.3 per cent.

place treats in a bucket or 
bowl for children to grab – 
use tongs or other similar 
tools to hand out treats. Do 
not congregate or linger 
at doorsteps, line up two 
metres apart if waiting.”

Wang still has the option 
of cancelling Halloween 
activities, noting a spike 
in COVID-19 cases could 
make that possible. Given 
that Thanksgiving just 
passed, a jump in new 
cases could be seen within 
the following 10-14 days.

She noted the weekend 
was fairly quiet as far as 
incidents were concerned, 
but officials are watching 
the numbers. 

“The recommended 
measures of physical 
distancing wearing a mask 
washing your hands and 
limiting close unprotected 
interactions, outside of 
your immediate house-
hold, are going to be 
important going forward.”

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

ON A NIGHT THE TOWN-
SHIP announced its own 
greening initiative – a tree 
giveaway program called 
Planting Roots – Wellesley 
councillors heard about a 
tree stewardship program 
that’s the latest ecological 
effort from REEP Green 
Solutions.

“That is our newest way 
to help people live sustain-
ably. For many communi-
ties, the majority of their 
urban forest is on private 
property rather than 
municipal property, and if 
they want to increase the 
urban tree cover, they have 
to work with homeowners. 
That’s where we come 
in,” explained Mary Jane 
Patterson, the organiza-
tion’s executive director. 
“We’re working right now 
in the cities of Cambridge 
and Kitchener, and we 
just finished our first year 
supporting residents in 
planting new trees and 
learning how to care for 
the existing trees on their 
property.”

She said the pandemic 
held up their efforts earlier 
in the spring, but like 
many other community 
groups, they have started 

REEP Green Solutions provides updates on its 
environmental programs to Wellesley councillors

their plantings for this 
year.

An overview of the tree 
stewardship initiative 
was part of an overall 
update presented via 
videoconferencing to 
councillors meeting 
Tuesday night.

REEP Green Solution 
is involved in a vari-
ety of environmental 
programs, from home 
energy audits to water 
conservation.

On behalf of the Region 
of Waterloo, REEP 
provides free audits for 
high water-use homes. 
Patterson said that over 
the past four years they 
have come to 25 homes in 
Wellesley Township, and 
installed free water-saving 
measures in 13 of them. 
She continued by moving 
to water savings outside 
the house by explaining 
how REEP helps residents 
manage stormwater so it 
restores groundwater by 
soaking back into the soil 
rather than becoming a 
pollutant.

“What I think is cool 
about this work is that it 
helps people also have a 
beautiful garden. At the 
same time, make their 
yard healthy and beauti-
ful. And often, it’ll solve 

the flooding problems,” 
she added.

The Depave Paradise 
was the next topic she 
touched on, explaining 
about the project that not 
only adds beauty to the 
surrounding area, but also 
restores groundwater, 
prevents flooding and 
reduces runoff. 

“We love the depave 
projects we’ve been able to 
do in the Region of Water-
loo… [What we do is] rip 
up pavement and put in 
plants and trees that bring 
beauty and shade to the 
area. So far we’ve worked 
with two schools, and 
the Board of Trade in one 
township, and we’ve been 
able to bring the funding 
that supports our side of 
that work, organizing and 
coordinating the proj-
ect. And I think that’s an 
important thing that REEP 
tries to do in our work with 
our municipalities is bring 
funding and projects to 
you also.”

Another key facet of 
REEP’s work from the 
beginning is energy audits 
and the installation of 
energy-saving technolo-
gies.

Patterson said that more 
than 17,000 homes have 
been evaluated in the past 

21 years, including 215 in 
Wellesley. More than half 
of those homes followed 
through on the advice of 
REEP and because of that, 
27,000 tonnes of green-
house gas emissions were 
eliminated.

To boost emission-re-
duction efforts, REEP 
is introducing the Zero 
Waste Challenge, a way 
to help people reduce 
the waste that would go 
to the landfill by putting 
anything that cannot go 
into the blue box or green 
bin into a one-litre mason 
jar.

“So the goal is put 
everything you can recycle 
or compost in a mason jar, 
for one week and see what 
that is and how you can 
shop differently to reduce 
that waste that we’re send-
ing to landfill.”

There are two versions 
of the challenge – seven-
day and 30-day. Patterson 
says the 30-day challenge 
already started two weeks 
ago, but people are able to 
start the seven day chal-
lenge on October 19, which 
marks the beginning of 
Waste Reduction Week in 
Canada.

More information is 
available online at www.
reepgreen.ca.

Greening initiatives in Waterloo Region help people live sustainable lives

WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

HALLOWEEN: A spike in COVID-19 
cases could lead to cancellation

→FROM 1

smaller women led busi-
nesses – and I think it’s just 
so important to see women 
like this empower other 
women to be able to open a 
business and really look at 
your passion, how you can 
take that into the business 
world is important.”

In addition to her 
encouragement of women-
led enterprises, Dunlop 
also called on residents 
to support their local 
businesses through the 
pandemic and beyond.

In addition to visiting 
Elmira, Dunlop made 
stops in the region along-
side Harris and Kitchener 
South-Hespeler MPP Amy 
Fee. 

Harris says her visit was 
a great way for her to not 
only see our community, 
but also to check in on busi-
nesses and see how COVID 
relief is working for them.

“It’s really exciting to 
have ... Jill Dunlop in 
Elmira, and also touring 
around other parts of the 
region, including Wilmot 
Township and also in 
Kitchener and Cambridge. 
It’s great for her to see first-
hand some of the fantastic 
things that are going on, 
not only in our townships 
but obviously in our popu-
lation centres throughout 
the region that pertain to 
her ministry,” said Harris. 

“[We are also] getting a 
bit of a feel of some of the 
things that we’ve done as 
a government in regards 
to COVID-19 relief. There’s 
been some programs that 
have been rolled out to 

DUNLOP: Minister makes stop 
in Elmira as part of a tour of the region

→FROM 01 her ministry, or from her 
ministry to some of our 
social services agencies 
here in the region, and we’ll 
be getting a little bit of a 
sense of what that’s meant 
to them today.”

He says it is great to see 
women led businesses in 
a community like Wool-
wich Township and Elmira 
because they are the back-
bone of the community. 
He noted how the commu-
nity has been wonderful 
rallying around businesses 
such as Maggie’s Mudroom 
during such a difficult 
time. 

For her part, Brown said 
she is happy to be one of 
many women who own 
and operate a business in 
Elmira. Working with her 
daughter Rebekah to run 
not just the Mudroom, 
but the Local Renaissance 
Espresso Bar has been a 
real treat, as well. She says 
she was inspired by all of 
the other businesses run by 
women. 

“I’m extremely proud, 
actually – this town is 
mostly led by women in 
business, so I sort of got 
that encouragement from 
Kitchen Kuttings and the 
hair salons and Never 
Enough Thyme. All those 
people are women. Busy 
Bee Quilts is a woman,” 
said Brown. I feel proud 
to be able to pull that 
off, especially as a moth-
er-daughter [combination] 
– that’s kind of been a fun 
adventure for me. I’ve 
enjoyed teaching her about 
business guiding her. And 
she teaches me lots, too.”
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three EDSS announced Wednesday that a student 
has tested positive for COVID-19. “Public 
Health is in the process of contacting all 
high-risk contacts of the positive case to 
provide individual guidance to them. ... High-
risk contacts in the identified cohort have 
been dismissed from school and directed to 
self-isolate until at least Oct. 21 and longer if 
symptomatic,” read a statement.

Elmira is getting its chunk of the  prov-
ince-wide $120 million Child Care Invest-
ment fund. Some $2.4 million is going 
towards the now-under construction 
Riverside Public School in Elmira, cover-
ing a large portion of cost to build the 
new child care centre within the school. 
From the Oct. 15, 2015 edition of The Observer

COVID-19 case at EDSS From the archives

P H A R M A C Y
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

ITS USUAL FUNDRAIS-
ING EFFORTS ON hold 
due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, John Mahood 
Public School in Elmira 
has turned to a virtual 
event that will have 
participants indulging 
their artistic sides via a 
Yaymaker “paint nite.”

When planning began 
last year, the event was 
supposed to be an in-per-
son experience, but it’s 
now an online affair, like 
so many others.

“We started planning 
it about a year ago for the 
first time. Then, because 
of strikes and COVID, it 
had to be postponed. It 
was originally supposed 
to be in April, and then we 
changed it from in-per-
son to virtual,” explained 
parent council member 
and organizer Sarah 
Pollice of the winding 
road leading to Paint Nite: 

Magic under the Stars on 
October 23.

The format sees an 
artist walk participants 
through all the steps to go 
from blank canvas to full 
masterpiece in under two 
hours.

The Yaymaker paint 
nites first came to her 
attention about a year 
and a half ago when she 
attended a session. Later, 
she learned the organiza-
tion provides an option for 
fundraising events, and 
decided it would make an 
excellent opportunity for 
her children’s schools. 

Typically the events 
are held in person, led by 
a local artist. This time 
around, however, things 
have changed, with online 
sessions the only outlet. 
In this case, it’ll be hosted 
by Massachusetts-based 
artist Casey Glynn.

Going online offers one 
advantage at least, Pollice 
noted, pointing to that 
more than one person per 
household could take part 

Virtual “paint nite” event planned as fundraiser

Sarah Pollice, the organizer of the John Mahood paint nite fundraiser, gets prepared with her daughter 
Liliana. DAMON MACLEAN

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

NO LONGER THE 
PURVIEW OF kids wiling 
away the hours in their 
basement, video games 
are not just big business 
but a competitive plat-
form that has spawned 
so-called electronic sports, 
or esports.  

For many years now 
esports have been rising 
in popularity the world 
over, as those now dubbed 
professional gamers have 
been able to showcase 
their skills playing many 
of the biggest games. Some 

of these gamers have not 
only been able to become 
famous doing the thing 
they love, they have also 
been able to rake in large 
sums of prize money and 
stick it to the parents who 
said they were wasting 
their time playing games.

Major cities such as 
Toronto, Montreal and 
Vancouver have all 
embraced esports, hosting 
teams, tournaments and 
other events related to the 
industry. Waterloo Region 
is next to take the plunge 
into esports, partnering 
with Subnation, a media 
and marketing platform 

dedicated to the field. The 
region is now looking into 
whether or not it would be → ESPORTS 11

Allister Scorgie, direc-
tor of sport hosting with 
Explore Waterloo Region, 

John Mahood parent council fundraiser moves year-long planned event online

after buying a $35 ticket. 
On the downside, organiz-
ers may have to sell more 
of them to reach the same 
fundraising goal.

“Before, when it was in 

Waterloo Region tourism group look to bring esports to area
says after looking into 
sporting ideas for the 
region, esports was the 
one of the ideas that stuck 
and they’re now seeing if 
starting events and teams 
in the region would work.

“One of the few of the 
early conversations that 
we had had around sport 
in Waterloo Region was 
how to utilize and leverage 
our strengths, particularly 
as a tech sector and a hub 
for tech companies in the 
sport field. There were lots 
of ideas that got tossed 
out, but one of them that 
kind of stuck was the 

person, each person had 
to buy their own tickets – 
it was easier to sell them 
now, as just one ticket 
per household is good 
enough.”

The goal is to raise 
$3,000, with the current 
toll at $555. All proceeds 
will go to the parent coun-
cil to be used at the school, 
though a specific project 

has yet to be determined.
“Fundraising is difficult 

right now, and it’s going 
to be limited in number 
of how many we can do at 
the school this year,” said 
Pollice “Our pizza lunches 
on Fridays, that was a big 
moneymaker in the past, 
bringing in about $10,000 
per school year. We’re not 
allowed to bring outside 
food into the school as far 
as pizzas, so we rely on 
fundraisers like this,” she 
said of the paint nite. “This 
is probably going to be one 
of the few that we actually 
have so... we appreciate 
the support.”

Since the program is 
now online, the event 
is open to anyone from 
the age of 6 and up. The 
ticket cost covers just the 
instruction, with partic-
ipants responsible for 
acquiring the necessary 
supplies as outlined on the 
website, www.yaymaker.
com, where you can search 
for details of the John 
Mahood event. 

viable to bring the gaming 
phenomenon closer to 
home

Allister Scorgie is the director of sport hosting with Explore Waterloo Region.  SEAN HEEGER
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A GREENING INITIA-
TIVE KICKS OFF this 
weekend in Wellesley, 
the township this week 
announcing its “Planting 
Roots” program to give 
away trees to residents.

Under a plan discussed 
as councillors met Tues-
day night, some 600 trees 
will be given out this 

Saturday (October 17) and 
the following Saturday.

The new program was 
launched in partnership 
with the Grand River 
Conservation Authority 
with the goal of increasing 
the tree coverage in the 
township while also reduc-
ing the overall carbon 
footprint. 

Trees will be distributed 
to residents at the town-
ship office, 4639 Lobsinger 

Line in Crosshill. 
Chris Cook, the town-

ship’s director of public 
works, released the details 
during this week’s council 
session.

“The township [will 
be] giving away trees by 
way of our Planting Roots 
program over two consec-
utive Saturdays, the first of 
which being this Saturday, 
October 17, followed by the 
next Saturday, October 24. 

be allowed one tree,” said 
Cook.

Those who wish to 
receive a tree must prove 
they live in the township 
by bringing a tax bill, driv-
ers license, or something 
else that shows an appro-
priate address, he added.

Those coming out 
should be advised that 
COVID-19 protocols will 
be in place, and drivers 
will follow the directions 

Wellesley announces program to give away trees to residents
of staff on site, including 
wearing a mask, staying 
in their car when directed 
and allowing staff to load 
the trees. 

The giveaways will start 
at 7 a.m. and may not go 
the full allotted time if the 
supply of trees runs out 
before noon.

For more information, 
visit www.wellesley.ca/en/
township-services/plant-
ing-roots.

We will start at 7 a.m. and 
go until noon on both days 
at our township offices in 
Crosshill. It will be first-
come, first-serve, so if you 
have a specific species in 
mind I would suggest you 
get there early. We will 
have 600 trees to give-
away each day consisting 
of sugar maples, white 
spruce, Norway spruce 
and cedars. Each house-
hold in the township will 

Construction workers are busy at the site of the new St. Boniface Catholic School in Breslau, scheduled to open next September.  
DAMON MACLEAN

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

DELAYED LIKE SO 
MANY OTHER projects by 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
work on a new St. Boniface 
Catholic School in Breslau 
is back on track for an 
opening in time for the 
2021 school year.

“We’re about 40 per 
cent complete and we are 
going to hit our scheduled 
target opening in Septem-
ber,” said Adrian Frigula, 
construction supervisor 
for the new school now 
coming together on a lot 
where Starlight Avenue 
and Trowbridge Street 
come together. 

“The school is being 
built for roughly 260 
students, and on top 
of that there is also an 
88-space childcare and an 
earlyON centre for chil-
dren,” he added, noting 
the school and property 
are much larger the 
current location, where 
last year’s enrollment was 
147 students.

The Waterloo District 
Catholic School Board was 
allocated $11.4 million 

New St. Boniface school in Breslau is on track for planned September opening
Construction delays due to COVID-19 
pushed opening back by half a year

from the province last 
year to allow the project 
to proceed. It sits on a 
five-acre site located in 
the Riverland area of the 
village.

Initially slated to open 
in time for March break 
next spring, the school 
project was pushed back 
following the COVID-19 
outbreak. That deadline 
simply became unwork-
able, said Terri Pickett, 
senior manager of facility 
services for WDCSB.

“We were fearful of 
delivery of some product, 
so it wasn’t that anything 
was really delayed, but 
it was sort of the ‘just in 
case’ that was happening 
around us,” he said of the 
decision to  push back 
the target date as a safety 
precaution.

Pickett notes that 
parents, students and 
the Maryhill community 
were at first reluctant to 
accept the project when it 
was first announced a few 
years back, but now there’s 
more acceptance.

“When we were origi-
nally going through [the 
process], there was some 

people who may not have 
been quite as happy. But 
I think now that we’re 
progressing along, I 
believe the school commu-
nity is excited about the 
new facilities,” he said.

Frigula added that there 
are always people who 

have concerns anytime 
there is a relocation. 

The board intends to 
shut down the current 
school in Maryhill, trans-
ferring all of the students 
to Breslau. Officials see the 
new building as a chance 
to provide a Catholic 

school to the larger and 
fast-growing village.

While handier for 
students in Breslau, the 
new St. Boniface will be 
10 kilometres away from 
the current site, meaning 
a shift to busing for some 
children used to walking 

to school, for instance.
“We do bus some kids 

in from Breslau out to 
Maryhill. So now it’s the 
ones that are more in the 
Maryhill location that will 
be busing over to Breslau,” 
said Pickett. “The ones 
that were bused in from 
surrounding areas will 
be bused in, but I believe 
there will be more walkers 
now than there were at the 
original school.”

Updates on the site’s 
status are frequent and 
being done through the 
WDCSB’s social media 
accounts, as well as 
through communication 
by the school’s principal. 

“We’ve been messag-
ing out pretty regularly 
about what’s happening. 
We’ve got the principal, 
Marilyn Dawson, on board 
and she is making sure 
that communication goes 
out to the to the school 
community.”

The current yellow brick 
building constructed in 
1898, the third iteration 
since a school was first 
built in the village in 1834, 
was augmented with addi-
tions in 1965 and 1968.The COVID-19 pandemic pushed back the planned opening from March to September next year.  DAMON MACLEAN
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$11.49

SAUSAGE 

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$14.08 /lb
MAPLE DALE 

OLD CHEDDAR   

$4.49
/lb Reg.$5.75 /lb

SWEET CHIPOTLE 

/lb

MILD OR HOT    

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

Roast Beef & Fish (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-order

reQuired

Friday & Saturday
3:30-7:30pm

Open 
Tuesday - Saturday

Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche, Mac & Cheese, 
Potato Salad, Fresh Apple & Pumpkin Pie, Baking & More.

OCTOBER 3

3:10 PM |  Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a report of an assault 
on Northfield Drive East 
in Woolwich Township. A 
taxi driver reported that a 
fare used racial slurs and 
became belligerent and 
aggressive while being 
driven to their destination. 
The taxi driver pulled over 
to call police and was then 
assaulted by the suspect. 
Several individuals came 
to the aid of the taxi driver 
and separated the parties. 
There were no reported 
injuries. As a result of the 
investigation, a 26-year-
old Wellesley man was 
charged with assault and 
being intoxicated in a 
public place.

OCTOBER 7

3:30 AM | A Wellington 
County OPP officer was 
monitoring traffic and 
conducting radar on High-
way 6 near Eighth Line in 
Guelph-Eramosa Town-
ship when they observed 
a grey SUV travelling 
northbound at a speed 
that appeared to be well 
above the posted 80 km/h 
speed limit. The vehi-
cle was locked on radar 
in excess of 140 km/h. A 
44-year-old Guelph man 

A firefighter puts out a small structural fire Oct. 7 at a workshop on 3rd Line in Elmira.  DAMON MACLEAN

 ↆ P O L I C E  B L O T T E R

With concerns about an 
increase in the new cases 
of COVID-19 in a second 
wave of the pandemic, 
police will be stepping up 
enforcement.

As such, police are 
encouraging residents to 
follow the guidelines set 
up by their local public 
health units.

Since the province 
made changes last 
month, indoor events or 
gatherings are limited 10 
people (previously 50) 
and outdoor events or 

Police will be enforcing new limits on social gatherings
gatherings are limited 
to 25 people (previ-
ously100).

This applies to social 
gatherings in private 
residences, backyards, 
parks and other recre-
ational areas, includ-
ing functions, parties, 
dinners, gatherings, 
barbecues and wedding 
receptions.

The new limits do not 
apply to events or gather-
ings in staffed businesses 
and facilities since they 
must already follow 

specific public health 
and safety guidelines to 
minimize risk and limit the 
spread of COVID-19.

Additionally, police 
officers now have the 
authority to temporarily 
close any premises where 
they have reasonable 
grounds to believe that 
a gathering or event is in 
violation of any gathering 
limits.

Individuals will be 
required to leave the 
premises if they have 
been temporarily closed 

and will not be permit-
ted to return/re-enter 
on the same day unless 
re-entry is authorized by 
an officer. This does not 
apply if it is their place of 
residence.

Individuals who refuse 
to leave may be ticketed 
or charged.

Anyone who believes a 
gathering is not adhering 
to the Reopening Ontario 
Act should report it to 
their municipal bylaw 
enforcement authorities 
or police service.

was charged with ‘racing 
a motor vehicle.’ His vehi-
cle and driver’s licence 
were seized for a period 
of seven days, and he’s 
to appear in Guelph at the 
Ontario Court of Justice on 
January 6 to answer to the 
charge.

1:40 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to Line 86 and Mallott 
Road in Wellesley for a 
single-vehicle collision. 
The driver of a white 
Hyundai was travelling 
along Line 86 when her 
vehicle left the road-
way and flipped over. 
The 56-year-old woman 
sustained minor injuries. 

3 :12 PM |  Po l ice 
responded to Milne Drive 
in Mannheim for a report 
of a break-in. Sometime 
between 11:30 a.m. and 
12:15 p.m., unknown 
suspects broke into the 
victim’s residence and 
stole personal belongings 
and money. The investi-
gation remains ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact 
police at 519-570-9777.

OCTOBER 10

7:00 AM | A Welling-
ton County OPP officer 
was monitoring traffic 

and conducting radar 
on Wellington Road 109 
at Concession 14 near 
Teviotdale. The officer 
observed a blue pickup 
truck travelling eastbound 
at a speed that appeared 
to be well above the 
posted 80 km/h speed 
limit. The vehicle was 
locked on radar in excess 
of 140 km/h. A 25-year-
old Fergus man was pulled 
over and charged with 
‘racing a motor vehicle.’ 
The defendant is sched-
uled to appear in Guelph 
at the Ontario Court of on 
January 26. Their vehicle 
and driver’s licence were 
seized for a period of 
seven days as per statute.

10:04 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to Weimar Line in Welles-
ley Township after receiv-
ing calls from citizens 
with concerns of unsafe 
practices by hunters in 
the area. Conservation 
officers from the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and 
Forestry attended the area 
to investigate a cyclist 
being struck by stray 
shotgun pellets. The joint 
investigation between the 
two agencies resulted in a 
27-year-old Guelph resi-
dent facing two charges 
under the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Act. Police 

are asking hunters to be 
diligent in their safety 
measures when dealing 
with firearms.

11:45 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a collision in the area 
of Bridge Street and 
Sandhills Road in Wilmot 
Township. A vehicle was 
travelling east on Bridge 
Street, while another vehi-
cle was travelling south 
on Sandhills Road. The 
driver of the vehicle trav-
elling on Sandhills Road 
failed to yield the right of 
way and was struck by 
the other vehicle. There 
were no reported injuries. 
A 64-year-old Cambridge 
man was charged with 
‘failure to yield.’

6:15 PM | On October 10, 
2020, at approximately 
6:15 p.m., Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a single- vehi-
cle collision on Lobsinger 
Line in Woolwich Town-
ship. The driver of the 
vehicle lost control and 
struck lawn ornaments 
and a sign. There were no 
injuries reported.

10:30 PM | A Wellington 
County OPP officer moni-
toring traffic and conduct-
ing radar on Wellington 
Road 18 west of Fergus 

observed a silver sedan 
travelling eastbound at a 
speed that appeared to 
be well above the posted 
60 km/h speed limit. The 
vehicle was locked on 
radar in excess of 130 
km/h. As a result, an 
18-year-old Fergus man 
was charged with ‘racing a 
motor vehicle’ and ‘driving 
left of centre on a curve.’ 
The defendant is sched-
uled to appear in Guelph 
at the Ontario Court of 
Justice on January 6. 
His vehicle and driver’s 
licence were seized for a 
period of seven days as 
per statute. 

OCTOBER 11

1:00 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of a break-and-enter 
at an unoccupied residence 
on Bridge Street West in 
Woolwich Township. The 
break-in is believed to 
have occurred sometime 
between October 9 and 
the time of the report. Entry 
into the residence was 
forced and some property 
was taken. Anyone with 
information is encouraged 

to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.  

OCTOBER 12

12:18 AM | Members of 
the Waterloo Regional 
Police Service’s Break, 
Enter and Auto Theft Unit 
continue to investigate 
a break and enter that 
occurred on Sandy Hills 
Drive in Woolwich Town-
ship. An unknown male 
entered the residence 
and made his way to a 
bedroom on the upstairs 
level of the home. After 
the male was confronted 
by the homeowner, he fled 
on foot. The suspect has 
been described as male, 
white, clean-shaven, 
approximately 15-18 years 
old, with an athletic build 
and had short brown hair. 
The male was wearing 
all black, including black 
shoes. Anyone with infor-
mation regarding this inci-
dent, or an incident similar 
in nature, is encouraged to 
contact police at 519-570-
9777, ext. 8418 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 
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When local news 
matters ...
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Online: observerxtra.com/about

Opinion “With COVID-19 cases on the rise the flu shot 
is an important tool in protecting our commu-
nity – especially our most vulnerable citizens 
– and reducing the strain on the health care 
system as we combat a global pandemic.” 
Dr. Nicola Mercer, Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph medical 
officer of health, calls for everyone to get a flu shot.

One-third of workers say they are more burned 
out on the job today compared to a year ago. 
Of those respondents, 40% pointed to having 
a fuller plate at work as the top reason for rising 
levels of fatigue. Nearly an equal percentage 
of respondents with children in their house-
hold (34%) and those without (33%) said 
they are more worn out from work today. 
Robert Half survey

Verbatim The Monitor

The federal government’s latest move to eliminate 
single-use plastics is predicated on the first of the 
three Rs – reduce – and the realization that the 
other two – reuse and recycle – are largely mean-

ingless where plastics are involved.
Some 86 per cent of the 3.3 million metric tonnes of plastic 

Canadians consume each year ends up in landfill sites, with 
another four per cent incinerated.  Just nine per cent is recycled, 
and that number may have fallen off in the wake of China’s ban 
on the importation of plastic waste. 

About one per cent of all plastic waste remains at large, 
representing that plastic bag floating in the breeze or the mass 
accumulations that gather in our rivers, lakes and oceans. 

It’s that highly visible waste that the government focuses on 
in launching a bid to see zero plastic waste in the country by 
2030.

The first target is six items that are most often found in the 
environment and not easily recycled, items for which the 
government says there are alternatives. The list includes check-
out plastic bags, straws, stir sticks, six-pack rings, cutlery and 
food-ware made from hard-to-recycle plastics. 

Through its Zero Plastic Waste Initiative, Environment and 
Climate Change Canada is investing about $2 million in support 
of new projects to implement innovative solutions.

Canadians have already started moving in that direction. 
We’ve seen some movement towards paper straws, for instance. 
And the plastic bag issue is not new. In fact, it represents the 
most visible of the proposed changes.

We’ve long been carting around reusable shopping bags, 
the latest iteration of what was once a choice between “paper 
or plastic?” at the checkout. Starting in the 1970s, plastic bags 
became ubiquitous, accounting for four out of every five used at 
the supermarket.

So successful has been the transition, that the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency estimates upwards of one trillion 
plastic bags are manufactured worldwide each year.

In the last number of years, however, the bag has become a 
symbol of our disregard for the environment. The resultant 
backlash led to bans in some jurisdictions, while others have 
imposed a per-bag cost on convenience. The latter can be seen 
in grocery stores around here.

There are plenty of good reasons for cutting back on our use 
of plastic bags. While recycling programs do exist, participation 
rates are typically low. The bags are made from petroleum, with 
each placing a demand on dwindling supplies. Many simply 
end up in landfills where they can take decades to decompose. 
Worse still, many of the bags simply scatter, their shape and light 
weight allowing the wind to move them with ease. The result 
can be unsightly trash gathering in ditches and hedgerows. 
But more seriously they end up in waterways, where marine 
mammals try to eat them or they choke birds and other wildlife.

The focus on plastics jibes with Waste Reduction Week, which 
gets underway on Monday. The program’s goal is to inform 
Canadians about the environmental and social ramifications of 
wasteful practices.

The message is sinking in – many of us are mindful of 
over-packaged goods, for instance. As individuals we’re starting 
to make some changes, smarter choices. On the whole, however, 
we’re generating more waste than ever. That has much to do 
with industry rather than individual actions, but the two are 
connected.

In the case of excess packaging and products such as 
single-serving food items, business takes its cue from consum-
ers: if we stop buying such goods, or shift our dollars to 
less-wasteful choices, they’ll take note. In the meantime, indus-
try is also encouraged to reduce how much waste they generate 
behind the scenes as part of the manufacturing process.

To hasten the process, however, government action is 
required. Precisely the rationale of the Zero Plastic Waste Initia-
tive.

Plastic recycling a myth, 
reduce becomes the plan

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

The quotation is usually 
given as “Power corrupts. 

Absolute power corrupts 
absolutely,” but Lord Acton’s 
original remark went on to say: 
“Great men are almost always 
bad men.”  And so they are.

This is not to say that all bad 
men in power are also great 
men. President Alexander 
Lukashenko of Belarus, in 
power for 26 years but currently 
fighting eviction after another 
rigged election, is clearly a bad 
man, but he is also a petty man 
of no discernible merit.

Evo Morales, president of 
Bolivia for 14 years, is certainly 
a great man: the first person 
of indigenous descent ever 
elected to lead a country where 
only five per cent of the popula-
tion is of European origin. But 
he was ousted from power late 
last year, and he deserved to be. 
(He is sitting out next Sunday’s 
election in exile in Argentina.)

This has been taken by most 
people elsewhere (and not just 
people on the left) to mean that 
there was a ‘coup’ in Bolivia last 
year, and that democracy there 
is in danger, or even at an end. 
That impression was reinforced 
by the fact that the caretaker 
president for the past 11 months 
has been an extreme right-wing 
politician.

But it wasn’t really a coup; 
more of a car-crash. The pres-
idential election last year was 

Bolivia may have a free and fair election 
Analysis on current world events

followed by weeks of popular 
protests claiming that it had 
been rigged to give Morales 
a narrow victory in the first 
round of voting.

Morales resigned when an 
investigation by the Organ-
isation of American States 
reported that there had been 
“serious irregularities” in the 
vote and “clear manipulations” 
of the voting system.” That 
was the right thing to do, but 
then his party, the Movement 
Towards Socialism (MAS), 
made an incredible blunder.

It boycotted an ad hoc 
meeting held by the opposition 
parties, the Catholic Church 
and representatives of the 
European Union to choose 
an interim president. All the 
senior MAS officials having 
resigned together with Morales, 
the choice fell on the second 
vice-president of the senate, 
an obscure politician called 
Jeanine Añez – who turned out 
to be a monster.

Within a week journalists 
were digging up racist tweets 
in which she called Morales a 
“poor Indian” and declared an 
indigenous new year celebra-
tion “satanic.” In the same 
week, she fired all the military 

top brass, replacing them with 
her own appointees, and gave 
the police and soldiers blanket 
authority to use lethal force 
against protesters. At least 28 
were killed.

Añez seemed well on the 
way to enshrining the rule of 
the extreme right. Morales was 
banned from seeking the pres-
idency again, and in May she 
declared that she would run for 
the presidency herself when the 
election was re-run. But now 
that election, much postponed 
because of COVID-19, has come 
round at last – and she has just 
withdrawn her candidacy.

It turns out that mourning for 
the death of Bolivian democ-
racy has been a bit premature. 
The leading candidate in this 
election is still from the MAS: 
Luis Arce, a former economy 
minister who oversaw the 
nationalization program under 
Morales.

Arce’s main opponent is the 
same man Morales faced last 
year: ex-president Carlos Mesa, 
a former journalist and profes-
sor who is centre-left politically. 
Añez withdrew to give the other 
hard-right candidate, Luis 
Fernando Camacho, a better 
chance of getting through to the 
second round, but he still proba-
bly won’t make it.

The second round remains 
the key issue. The rules say 

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER | 08
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Editor's 
Point of View

Uncontrolled lobbying has our democracy at risk

ing the enforcement, inter-
pretation or application 
of laws and regulations, 
which is a huge area of 
lobbying, especially for big 
businesses.

Secret emails, texts, 
phone calls and even 
meetings between lobby-
ists and cabinet ministers 
and senior government 
officials are still legal as 
long as the minister or offi-
cial initiates the commu-
nication or meeting, 
which they will do when-
ever they want to have 
secret, unethical relations 
with a lobbyist – only oral, 
pre-arranged communi-
cations initiated by the 
lobbyist are required to be 
disclosed. 

The group notes there 
are plenty of loopholes 
that allow lobbying to be 
done without any regula-

tory oversight.
Lobbying is being 

done in secret, and done 
in a way that the public 
wouldn’t agree with if they 
knew about it.

What’s more, that’s 
precisely the way poli-
ticians want it to be. 
They have no interest in 
stopping the gravy train 
that fills their pockets and 
their election war chests. 
The proof can be seen in 
decades of indifference. 
Successive governments 
have pledged to clean up 
the system, but we’ve had 
little action.

That’s true to this 
very day. Just this week, 
Democracy Watch 
announced Tuesday 
that it has filed court 
cases challenging the 
federal Commissioner of 
Lobbying’s rulings on the 
complaint it filed in July 
2017 about lobbyists Ben 
Bergen and Dana O’Born 
of the Council of Canadian 
Innovators (CCI).

The Lobbying Commis-
sioner ruled last March, 
after a delay of almost 
three years, that the pair 
did not violate the Lobby-
ists’ Code of Conduct, 
which prohibits assisting 
a politician in any signifi-
cant way and then lobby-
ing their office or officials 
afterwards, even though 
they co-managed Chrystia 
Freeland’s 2015 election 
campaign, continued to 
work in senior roles with 
her riding association 
post-election, and then 
were hired in senior posi-
tions at CCI and lobbied 
Freeland’s then-Parlia-
mentary Secretary David 
Lametti, her office staff, 
and senior officials in her 
department including 
deputy ministers, assis-
tant deputy ministers and 
special assistants, Democ-
racy Watch argues.

The group is also chal-
lenging two other rulings 
by commissioner Nancy 
Bélanger, and has called 

on her to recuse herself 
in the current complaints 
because she was hand-
picked by the prime 
minister.

“The federal lobbying 
ethics code prohibits 
anyone from lobbying a 
Cabinet minister or their 
officials for four years after 
helping them get elected 
or assisting them in some 
other significant way, and 
so Lobbying Commis-
sioner Bélanger should 
have found Minister 
Freeland’s former election 
campaign managers and 
riding association senior 
officials guilty of violating 
the code given the Council 
of Canadian Innovators 
that they head up lobbied 
many senior officials in 
minister Freeland’s former 
department, including 
her former Parliamentary 
Secretary David Lametti,” 
said Duff Conacher, 
co-founder of Democracy 
Watch. “By letting the CCI 
lobbyists off the hook, and 

issuing other similarly 
weak rulings recently 
letting off other unethi-
cal lobbyists, Lobbying 
Commissioner Bélanger 
is continuing the negli-
gent enforcement record 
of her predecessor Karen 
Shepherd who let off 84 
per cent of the lobbyists 
she found violating the 
law during her decade as 
commissioner.”

The cure would be 
to tighten regulations 
and to put in place an 
enforcement system that’s 
proactive, in which the 
commissioner is free from 
government influence and 
officials must prosecute 
each case.

That, however, is not 
likely to happen as long 
as there’s a revolving door 
between lobbying firms 
and Parliament Hill. Nor 
while there’s so much 
money at stake. 

Lobbying can, of course, 
serve a positive role in 
a democracy, allowing 
public-interest groups to 
gain the government’s ear. 
That’s the theory. In prac-
tice, however, the system 
is easy to subvert, and 
that’s just what happened.

Lobbying is an expen-
sive undertaking, and 
smaller organizations 
don’t have the money to 
get their voices heard. 
Instead, all of the influ-
ence goes to those who can 
afford to pay, mostly large 
corporations. What they’re 
lobbying for is not a better 
country for you and me.

A useful first stage in 
undoing the unethical 
lobbying industry would 
involve making the entire 
system transparent. If the 
process was entirely out 
in the open, at least we’d 
know who was lobbying 
the government ... and 
we’d have an idea what 
they were trying to sell, 
typically against the 
public interest. Right now, 
we don’t have a good idea 
of the scale of that bad 

Forget about superheroes, princesses and ghosts, this year's favourite costume is much more utilitarian.

Among the many ills 
that make the polit-

ical system work against 
the public good, lobbying 
is at or near the top – it 
usually goes hand-in-hand 
with political donations 
(aka bribes) – and there 
is little will among those 
in power to halt the 
anti-democratic actions.

Working against the 
public good is the goal of 
pretty much all corporate 
lobbying, in fact.

 Things aren’t as bad 
in Canada as they are in 
the U.S., but that’s not 
saying much. Canada has 
stricter regulations against 
corporate lobbying than is 
the case in the U.S., where 
Congress long ago sold out 
to the highest bidders.

Just like the farce of 
integrity and accountabil-
ity, Canadian laws govern-
ing lobbyists are rife with 
loopholes and ambigu-
ities designed to keep 
the practice going while 
giving some lip service to 
regulating the industry. 
Successive governments 
have failed to make more 
than minor incremental 
improvements.

Ottawa-based Democ-
racy Watch has identified 
three glaring loopholes 
in the Lobbying Act that 
essentially pave the way 
for secret and unethical 
practices.

First off, secret lobby-
ing will still be legal if the 
lobbyist is not paid for 
their lobbying: a consul-
tant lobbyist can easily 
arrange for clients to pay 
them for other services 
while lobbying for free, 
and former cabinet minis-
ters and senior govern-
ment officials collecting 
rich pensions can afford to 
lobby for free, and they are 
the people who most need 
to be stopped from lobby-
ing because of the undue 
and unethical influence 
they can have on their 
former colleagues.

Secret lobbying is still 
legal if a lobbyist is discuss- →KANNON | 08
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Surviving to tell the tales from the hawthorns

ruffed grouse and wood-
cock is the most dangerous 
hunting sport. 

I know. You’re probably 
thinking there are many 
other hunting sports that 
are far more dangerous. 
Lion, tiger, hippo, wild 
boar and elephant hunt-
ing immediately come to 
mind, I imagine. But that’s 
only because you have 
never been charged by an 
angry hawthorn bush.

Trust me. If you had, 
you’d understand what 
terror is truly about.

Those who have a weak 
stomach and get queasy 
should probably skip the 

following paragraph. I 
only include it to drive 
home the point.

Here it is. I know a guy 
who had a $600 set of styl-
ish grouse hunting clothes 
bought for him by his wife 
torn to shreds after spend-
ing only half a day in the 
hawthorns – it took that 
long to extricate him. That 
poor sap was so entangled 
in those hawthorns that he 
couldn’t raise his gun up 
to shoot any of the three 
woodcock he flushed, 
even though they took off 
in sequence and flew over 
an open field with not a 
tree in the way. Instead he 
had to watch his hunting 
buddy drop all three.

It traumatized him so 
much that he won’t hunt 
with me anymore.

Now do you see what I 
mean?

Hawthorns, if you ask 
me, are half the reason 
why we hear so many 
cougar reports. Some 
unsuspecting hiker sees 
a grouse hunter who has 
just emerged from the 
hawthorns and naturally 
assumes that the hunter 
was mauled by one or 
more big cats. It’s an easy 
mistake to make.

The good news for 
grouse hunters is that 
hawthorns serve a 
purpose, other than 
merely holding grouse. 
For instance, they provide 
a way to measure the 
judgment of a prospective 
hunting partner. 

If that person says, 
“Why don’t I go through 
the hawthorns while you 
wait on the edges for what-
ever flies out,” they have 
incredibly bad judgment – 
and you need to keep that 
person around for as many 
hunts as possible.

Conversely, hawthorns 
can also reveal if a hunter 
will be incompatible with 
you. Your first clue is when 
they say, “Why don’t you 
go through the hawthorns 
while I wait on the edges 
for whatever flies out.”

That’s the kind of selfish 
hunter you don’t need 
around.

Despite all this, the 
reward for hunting in 
and around hawthorns 

is usually a grouse or 
woodcock dinner, which 
are among the finest wild 
game birds you can eat. 
And that’s why every year 
hundred of hunters don’t 
mind turning themselves 
into human sprinklers, if 
only for a while.

In fact, my former 
hunting partner wears his 
hawthorn-inflicted scars 
like a badge of honour. He 
says they are the mark of 
a true upland bird hunter 
and are a proof of true 
bravery.

Despite all this courage, 
he still won’t talk about the 
$600 set of hunting clothes 
he ruined while his wife 
is around. That is, appar-
ently, too thorny an issue.

I don’t know many things 
for certain, but I do know 

that if I were a balloon 
animal, I’d steer clear of 
hawthorns. Let that sink 
in, because it’s probably 
the most important nugget 
of wisdom this column 
will reveal.

The unfortunate part 
is that there is no hunt-
ing season on balloon 
animals. Don’t ask me how 
I know this.

Worse still, ruffed 
grouse and woodcock 
love to congregate in 
hawthorn patches when 
their haw-apples are in 
season. As a result, I find 
myself in and around the 
hawthorns more often 
than I’d like. And that is 
why I can honestly report 
to you that the pursuit of 

PROPERTY OWNERS AND INTERESTED PARTIES ARE NOTIFIED OF 
THE SECOND PUBLIC CONSULTATION CENTRE (PCC) TO CONSIDER 

A SCHEDULE “C” CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION A.2.9 AND A.3.5.3 OF THE 

MUNICIPAL ENGINEER’S ASSOCIATION 
MUNICIPAL CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

An Integrated approach with the Planning Act will be undertaken for the Environmental As-
sessment to determine the preferred road alignment for the extension of Ottawa Street from 
Woolwich Street South to Fountain Street North in the Township of Woolwich. The project is 
being planned under Schedule “C” of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment. The 
proposed study area is shown on the attached map.
Property owners who 
submit written comments 
will be notified of the date 
and time of future public 
information centres/public 
meeting(s) and will be 
provided a copy of any 
staff report relating to the 
subject Zoning By-law 
Amendment and Environ-
mental Assessment.
As part of this study, two 
(2) Public Consultation 
Centres (PCCs) are 
planned. The first PCC 
was held on December 
18, 2019 at the Breslau 
Community Centre. PCC #1 presented the problem statement, objectives of the study, the 
preliminary alternatives, the draft evaluation criteria and background information. Following 
PCC #1, a detailed analysis of alternatives was undertaken.
PCC #2 is intended to provide the results of the analysis of alternatives, present the Pre-
liminary Preferred Alignment, and provide opportunity for additional public and government 
agency review and comment.
The PCC #2 will occur in an online format given the restrictions related to COVID-19.  
Information regarding the study will be posted on the following website by November 
4, 2020: https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township- services/engineering-public-notices.aspx.
Public consultation is vital to the Class EA process. We wish to ensure that anyone with 
an interest in this study has the opportunity to get involved and provide input before any 
decisions are made on a preferred concept for the roadway extension. With the exception of 
personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.
If you require assistance to participate in this online PCC, or to access information in an 
alternative format, please contact Dave Barrett as per below.
Any person may visit the online PCC and make written representation either in support of, or 
in opposition to, either of/any of the above noted proposal(s). If a person or public body that 
files a notice of appeal of a decision does not make a written submission prior to approval/re-
fusal of this/these proposal(s), the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal may dismiss all or part of 
a subsequent appeal. Please address your comments to the undersigned no later than 
November 27, 2020.
Any questions regarding this integrated EA process may be directed to: Dave Barrett, BES, 
MCIP, RPP Associate – Manager, Aggregate Planning – 519-585-2255 ext. 63248,  
dave.barrett@ibigroup.com

that the leading candidate 
wins in the first round if he 
or she gets 40 per cent of 
the vote, and is at least 10 
points ahead of the nearest 
rival. If not, the two lead-
ing candidates go through 
to the second round – but 
then the supporters of all 
the losing candidates will 
probably unite behind the 
challenger to defeat the 
socialist (who is invari-
ably the leader in the first 
round).

Morales did not have a 
10-point lead over Mesa 

last year when 85 per cent 
of the votes had been 
counted – but then the 
‘quick count’ stopped for 
no clear reason for a full 
day, and when it resumed 
Morales ended up with a 
10.1 per cent lead. So no 
second round: Morales 
wins. That’s when the 
mass protests started, and 
rightly so.

An unexplained halt 
of that duration in the 
vote-counting always 
means they are fixing the 
outcome. Given Morales’s 
past record – he held a 

referendum to end the 
two-term limit on the pres-
idency, lost it, then got an 
MAS-dominated court to 
set the referendum result 
aside and end term limits 
– not too many people 
were willing to give him 
the benefit of the doubt.

His time is up, but the 
MAS under Arce’s lead-
ership could still win this 
election, and if it doesn’t 
then Mesa will probably 
become president, which 
would not be a disaster 
either. Democracy is not 
dead in Bolivia.

influence.
We don’t know how 

much lobbying is going on 
because it’s secret.

Even that kind of trans-

DYER: The politicians don't make it easy with their bids 
to seize power, but democracy may survive in Bolivia

→FROM | 06

KANNON: Banning lobbying is the best solution
→FROM | 07 parency, despite pledges 

from the current govern-
ment in particular, has 
been too much to expect.  
The best we can probably 
hope for given politicians’ 

self-interest in the current 
unethical arrangement is 
a little improvement at a 
time, such as we’ve seen 
over the last couple of 
decades.
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Read a local best  
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Arts The Art Gallery of Ontario (AGO) is now 
open to students in the classroom or at 
home to connect via Zoom for a new series 
of free guided art conversations, happening 
every weekday in real time. Each 30-minute 
conversation will be led by a trained 
art educator and will highlight artwork 
and artists from the AGO’s collection. 
www.ago.ca

The Schneider Haus in Kitchener is planning 
an outdoor spooktacular Halloween party. 
On offer are a haunted maze, trick-or-treat-
ing through the historic outbuildings, and 
outdoor spooky adventures. There will also 
be fun and eerie stories read. Each family 
will have their own individual pre-pack-
aged Halloween crafts they can take home. 
www.schneiderhaus.ca

Bringing the AGO to you Off to the spook Haus

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

STORIES CAN COME 
FROM EVERYWHERE 
around us. Whether it 
is something we see, an 
experience we may have, 
or a sound we might hear, 
there is no shortage to the 
ways from which we can 
all have a great story to tell 
our friends and family. 

Clothing – specifically 
that of a vintage nature – 
are pieces that come with 
their own unique stories, a 
philosophy subscribed to 
by Rachel Behling, owner 
of Auburn Vintage Cloth-
iers in Conestogo. There’s 
a piece of history in each 
of the items created in 
the 1970s or earlier, not 
just  a one-of-a-kind look 
and style that may not be 
found elsewhere.

That take on things is 
why Pat the Dog Theatre 
Creation’s Women’s Room 
Collective decided to part-
ner with Behling and her 
store to create the Vintage 
Project, an interactive 
piece that will allow the 
audience to not only see 
the beauty and history 
of pieces in the store, but 
enjoy an hour of entertain-
ing theatre. 

Taking part in the fifth 
year of the Women’s 
Room, Behling was one 
of many who gathered to 
tell stories and create in a 
group setting. Once Lisa 
O’Connell, artistic director 
with Pat the Dog, had the 
chance to absorb all that 
Auburn Vintage Clothiers 
had to offer, she knew that 
it would be the best way 
to tell new stories through 
theatre. 

“We were thinking about 
how could we bring live 

performance to commu-
nity on an original piece 
on an original theme 
for our region. During 
this time, the pause or 
intermission or whatever 
want to call this crazy 
pandemic, we came up 
with a notion of Vintage 
Project, which will be 
a piece of live theatre, 
created by women in the 
Women’s Room in 2020. 
That will be inspired by 
and will be formed be 
performed in Auburn 
Vintage for a small audi-

Theatre inspired by all things vintage

Rachel Behling is the owner of Auburn Vintage Clothiers, who's pieces inspired the new production. SEAN HEEGER

Pat the Dog Theatre Creation teams with Conestogo's Auburn Vintage Clothiers to create original new show

ence of no more than four 
people,” said O’Connell.

The clothing items are 
what really inspired the 
show, she notes.

“Every single piece 
in the store, and there 
are thousands of pieces 
that have been carefully 
chosen and curated by 
Rachel –  she knows the 
story of every single piece, 
so it’s like a living history 
of wearable art, wearable 
history, all of it. Most of 
it from women that have 
lived in this community, 

many of them many 
generations back.”

Behling says books 
could be written about 
all the pieces in the store, 
but people can experience 
those stories through the 
show.

“Lisa and I marvel at, 
just within this commu-
nity, what you can gather 
together and talk about, 
chat about, share with 
others, and I think in terms 
of bringing the store and 
the theatre piece together 
it’s about inspiring people 

at a time where maybe 
they’re not feeling as 
inspired,” said Behling. 
“I think that’s one of the 
reasons a lot of the women 
from our Women’s Room 
kind of jumped at this: It 
was a project that they can 
kind of get their hands into 
and have a personal expe-
rience with those pieces. 
It’s just a bonus that they 
happen to know me. It just 
worked well, and just came 
together quite organically.” 

During the presentation, 
O’Connell says the four 

audience members will not 
only get to enjoy the show, 
but they will also have the 
opportunity to take part 
and become involved in 
the show, if they so choose. 
From trying on pieces of 
clothing, to getting up and 
walking around, she says 
this is a piece of theatre 
that most people are not 
used to experiencing.

The Vintage Project is 
expected to start in early 
March 2021, just in time 
for International Women’s 
Day. 

Connecting Our Communities.

When local news matters...
... it matters where you get your local news.

Real news, real reporting concentrating on the 
close-to-home issues in our communities.

The Number One Weekly Newspaper in Ontario.
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

Business In Waterloo Region, the unemployment rate 
declined and more people returned to work 
in September. However, the rate of people 
participating in the workforce is still not back 
to the numbers seen in February.  The unem-
ployment rate fell to 12.2% from 12.9%, along 
with a slight upswing in its participation 
rate from 68% to 68.4% (February 72.3%).  
Workforce Planning Board of Waterloo Wellington Dufferin

National housing starts were 214,647 units in 
September up from 212,609 units in August, 
according to Canada Mortgage and Hous-
ing Corporation (CMHC). Multiple urban 
starts decreased by 27% to 146,005 units 
in September while single-detached urban 
starts increased by 3.4% to 49,904 units.

Unemployment drops Housing trends

It’s Leaf Raking Season!

What a re-leaf!

If you’re already feeling
the aches from the raking
season, give us a Call!

Here are a few tips to help keep you injury free:
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 Avoid twisting your back by moving your feet
 Make sure your rake is the right size for you
 Bend at your knees not at your back
 Stretch and ice sore areas when you're done

5 1 9 • 6 6 9 • 1 2 1 2     w w w . s o s p h y s i o t h e r a p y . c a     3  W y a t t  S t .  E a s t

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

AN ENTREPRENEUR WITH 
MORE THAN 20 years in the 
graphic design and marketing 
industry, Wellesley’s Jolene 
MacDonald is also an advocate 
for people with disabilities, both 
as a parent and through her own 
experiences.

The combination of those two 
facets of her life led to the launch 
of Accessibrand, a marketing 
and design venture organized in 
2018 as a collective of those with 
disabilities or whose lives have 
been touched by disability. 

MacDonald’s work is being 
profiled in the just-launched 
second year of How She Hustles’ 
Startup & Slay digital series, 
featuring seven women and one 
non-binary entrepreneur from 
three provinces who have shown 
how their startup is slaying 
the Canadian market. She’ll be 
featured in the October 21 online 
event, Making Business More 
Accessible, along with Sage 
Lovell of Deaf Spectrum. 

The Startup & Slay series aims 
to create a space for diverse 
women to connect and learn 
from each other about how to 
be successful entrepreneurs in 
Canada.

That appearance is part of a 
busy year that saw MacDonald 
use the coronavirus downtime 
to take part in the Conestoga 
College Entrepreneurship 
Collective in its Venture Lab.

On October 21, she’ll be 
sharing her story online  with 
individuals across the country, 
having been one of the success-
ful eight from among 200 appli-
cants. 

It’s a story MacDonald 

Focus on accessibility 
earns Wellesley woman 
a spot with digital series
Founder of Accessibrand, to take part in a forum 
to boost women entrepreneurs

→ ACCESSIBILITY 13Jolene MacDonald's firsthand experience with disabilities led to the creation of Accessibrand. SUBMITTED

describes as “kind of long and 
short and sweet.” 

Having a daughter living with 
a disability was her gateway into 
the world of accessibility issues. 

“That is how I got into the 
world of advocacy and working 
with individuals with disabili-
ties. I myself was diagnosed with 
an invisible disability called 
Ehlers-Danlos syndrome a few 
years ago,” she said, noting that 
came as she was part-owner of a 
marketing and design company 
in Kitchener. “Between balanc-
ing kids, my father was termi-
nally ill, and I was very ill and 
with no diagnosis, it was just 
too much. So I decided to go 
on my own doing freelance. 
But I had an opportunity when 
the pandemic hit in January 
to re-pitch my business to the 
post-college Entrepreneurship 
Collective.

“The brand now has gone from 
just me being a freelancer to a 
full-fledged virtual ad agency 
that focuses on accessibility.”

MacDonald ran with the deci-
sion and applied for the Venture 
Lab as the college, her alma 
mater, had extended the eligibil-
ity to past grads.

“It has been my vision since 
about 2012 to create some sort 
of agency that helped other 
individuals with disabilities, on 
the accessibility forefront. But 
I owned another business, life 
changes and things like that,” 
said MacDonald of the winding 
road that led to Accessibrand.

The company’s focus is 
employing those living with 
a disability or those that are 
impacted by it – being a care-
giver to someone with a disabil-
ity, for instance. Currently, 80 
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whole esports market 
and whether or not that 
was something worth 
exploring – what the 
possibilities were – [and] if 
it made sense for Waterloo 
Region,” said Scorgie. “We 
found ourselves in a posi-
tion where we were able to 
redirect some of our atten-

Woolwich Counselling is here for YOU!

Glad to be ME - Ages 4-7

Self-Esteem Program
Oct 28, Nov 25, 2020, Jan 27, Feb 23, 
Mar 31, Apr 28, & May 26, 2021 
4:00-5:00pm

No Need to Fret - Ages 8-11

Childhood Anxiety Group  
Group 1: Oct 27, Nov 3, 10, 17 & 24, 2020
Group 2: Mar 30, Apr 6, 13, 20 & 27, 2021
5:00-6:00pm

Conquering Teen Anxiety - Ages 12-14
Oct 28, Nov 4, 11, 18 & 25, 2020  
5:00-6:00pm
Mar 30, Apr 6, 13, 20 & 27, 2021 
7:00-8:00pm

LGBTQ+ Awareness & Support Group
Awareness: Nov 10, 2020 & Feb 2, 2021 
7:00-8:00pm
Support: Feb 10, 24, Mar 10, 24, Apr 7 
& 21, 2021 4:00-5:00pm

65 Memorial Ave, Elmira ON  |  519-669-8651
info@woolwichcounselling.org  |  www.woolwichcounselling.org

CALL OR EMAIL TO REGISTER

Our office continues to provide professional therapeutic
 support through this pandemic

Upcoming Events

Follow us on Facebook

Protecting the Girl in Me - Ages 10-12

Self-Awareness Group for Girls
Jan 20, 27, Feb 3, 10 & 17, 2021 
5:00-6:00pm

Stand Tall - Ages 7-9

Assertiveness Building
May 5, 12, 19, 26 & Jun 2, 2021 
5:00-6:00pm
 

Understanding Cognitive 
Behaviour Therapy (CBT)
Oct 20, 2020  7:00-8:00pm

Coping with Loneliness
Oct 27, 2020 7:00-8:00pm

The Importance of Self-Care
Nov 3, 2020 7:00-8:00pm

Mindfulness
Nov 5, 12, 19, 26, Dec 3 & 10, 2020
Mar 25, Apr 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29, 2021 
7:00-8:00pm

CBT Skills Group
Nov 10, 17, 24, Dec 1, 8 & 15, 2020  
6:30-7:30pm

Coping with the Winter Blues
Jan 26, 2021 7:00-8:00pm

CBT for Insomnia
Feb 2, 9, 16, 23, Mar 2 & 9, 2021 
6:30-7:30pm

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Farm worker safety is focus of new support

→FROM | 3

ESPORTS: With the pandemic providing some extra time, group opted to put more focus on a new opportunity
tion and our energy away 
from what we thought 
were going to be our 
projects this year. Sporting 
events hosting, national 
soccer championships 
[were all cancelled], every-
thing that got put on pause 
on that front. So, when 
we found ourselves with a 
little more time available, 

we thought maybe this is 
the right time to pursue 
esports and take a stronger 
look at it.”

Currently they are in the 
process of seeing whether 
or not to pursue something 
like this for the region. 
Scorgie says this should 
hopefully wrap up by 2021 
and then they will have 

a better picture of what a 
potential esports system 
may look like in the region. 

He says because the 
universities and college 
in Waterloo have already 
jumped into the esports 
world by creating their own 
teams, or hosting events, 
it’s a very organic thing for 
them to see if moving into 

region-wide events would 
be something of value. 

If this does move ahead 
Scorgie says areas like 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
will not only be looked 
at for potential venues to 
host these types of tour-
naments, but players from 
the region may also have 
the chance to participate 

depending on how things 
move forward. He says 
nothing is off the table 
and that there could be 
a Waterloo Region team 
made up of players from 
around the area. 

More information will 
be released as the Subna-
tion partnership continues 
to explore the possibilities.

If we want cheap food 
– and it’s proven time 

and time again that we do 
– one way or another we 
have to pay for it.

One way we pay for it 
is with cheap-ish labour, 
mainly with temporary 
farm workers from other 
countries. That approach 
requires huge oversight 
from farmers and from 
governments to make 
sure those workers have 
the conditions they need 
to succeed, including 
housing.

Economically, it makes 
sense that farmers and 
governments would do 
all they can to look after 
these workers. Anything 
less, and crops are at risk 
of not getting harvested. 
In Ontario, that’s gambling 
with a major part of a 
$47.5-billion industry.

And that’s to say 

nothing of the morality 
involved in taking care of 
employees, which should 
be an assumption we all 
make.

The workers typically 
live in shared quarters and 
work closely together in 
fields, greenhouses and 
processing plants. During 
the pandemic, on some 
operations, they worked 
too closely together to 
prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. The results 
were disastrous and, in 
some cases, fatal.

New efforts continue 
to be made to protect 
workers on farms. On 
Tuesday, the federal and 
provincial governments 
got together in Woodstock 

to announce an additional 
$11.6 million was being 
committed to help farmers 
do a better job of battling 
the pandemic and keeping 
workers safe.

This is part of the $35 
million the federal govern-
ment has dedicated to 
this specific effort, and on 
top of the $15 million the 
province announced in 
June for a program it calls 
the Enhanced Agri-food 
Workplace Protection 
Program.

Ottawa has also contrib-
uted significantly in other 
ways to help the agri-
food sector through the 
pandemic. For example, 
to cover costs associated 
with the required 14-day 
isolation period for work-
ers arriving from other 
countries, it created the 
$50 million Mandatory 
Isolation Support Program 

for Temporary Foreign 
Workers program.

As well, it commit-
ted to investing up to 
$77.5 million through 
the federal Emergency 
Processing Fund to help 
companies implement 
changes to safeguard the 
health and safety of work-
ers impacted by COVID-19.

And finally, it’s 
increased funding for the 
Ontario Risk Manage-
ment Program by $50 
million to help farmers 
deal with the severe 
market challenges result-
ing from COVID-19.

The new money 
announced Tuesday will 
help farmers invest in 
measures such as build-
ing physical barriers 
for worker separation, 
upgrading heating, venti-
lation and air conditioning 
systems and enhancing 

hand-washing facilities. 
Included in this initia-

tive is a provision for up 
to $100,000 for farmers to 
make housing and work-
place modifications that 
promote greater physical 
separation for workers. 
Farms at the highest risk 
will receive priority.

Critics will argue this 
should have all been done 
sooner, and that the tight 
housing and conditions 
that are part of the tempo-
rary farm worker culture 
invites such problems. 

But the reality is that the 
pandemic caught every-
one flat footed, and the 
agri-food sector was not 
immune. 

Worker conditions that 
would traditionally be 
considered safe need to 
change as long as we’re all 
vulnerable to the COVID-
19 virus. Some will argue 

that the new safeguards 
should stay in place after 
the threat has subsided.

Farmers continue to try 
to figure it all out. Keith 
Currie, President of the 
Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture, says adopting 
pandemic protocols and 
making adaptations on 
farm and to accommoda-
tions has added another 
layer of complexity and 
expense to farm busi-
nesses. 

Someone has to pay for 
it. On Tuesday, that some-
one shifted from consum-
ers to taxpayers. But really, 
they’re one in the same. 
Ultimately, we all have to 
pay the real cost of food.

 ↆ Owen Roberts is a journalist 
and research administrator 
at the University of Guelph. 
He's the past-president of the 
International Federation of 
Agricultural Journalists. 
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

Grow local business | observerxtra.com/ads

Reach the 
right person 
at the right 
time to make 
a purchase

T H E  P O W E R  O F  P R I N T .

Public and government surveys of newspaper advertising 
effectiveness continue to identify that print newspapers are 
the most effective medium to communicate to the public. Print 
newspapers are the most trusted source of information, period.  
Retention of advertising messages in newspapers outshine all 
modes of media.

The Observer is the most-widely read newspaper in our 
communities for twenty-five years. Through that time this 
newspaper has earned the trust and partnered with local 
businesses to deliver their advertising messages. Connecting 
with active loyal readers through professional journalism sets 
us apart from every other local advertising medium.  Find out 
how The Observer can help you get the word out.
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20+ years in business

JULIANE SHANTZ
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

“Our reputation”
is your

“guarantee”

www.earandhearingclinic.com
519-669-4425

69 Arthur St. S. Elmira ON

PARADISE
There’s nothing like the sound of 

PARADISE

TRY IT NOW
BOOK YOUR FREE DEMONSTRATION TODAY

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

WITHIN THE NEXT 30 
YEARS, the climate situa-
tion is expected to become 
much more tenuous, says 
Becca Robinson, one of the 
presenters at an environ-
mental webinar held this 
week. 

A landscape designer 
involved with green infra-
structure programs with 
REEP Green Solutions, 
she says we can expect 
extreme temperatures in 
the summer, including 
hot days of drought. On 
the flipside, there will be 
warmer and wetter days in 
the winter, which she says 
will include more freez-
ing rain. Precipitation 
amounts are expected to 
be up 12 per cent over the 
current numbers by 2050, 
for instance.

To help better prepare 
residents to deal with 
those things as they come, 
Robinson took part in 
Droughts and Downpours, 
a webinar hosted Wednes-
day evening by the Nith 
Valley EcoBoosters. Her 
presentation included 
suggestions for people 
looking to make their 
properties more ecologi-
cally friendly.

“One of the first things 
I talk about is impervious 
surfaces, so driveways, 
sidewalks and lawns – 

Teaching people how to help mitigate climate change
Nith Valley EcoBoosters host webinar to help prepare residents to make their properties ecologically friendly

even grass is pretty imper-
vious [to precipitation 
when it falls]. Lots of water 
falls on these surfaces and 
rushes off your property 
into the storm sewer. So I 
talk about various inter-
ventions you can make 
to your property to stop 
that water from running 
off your property,” said 
Robinson. 

She notes there are 
alternatives that do a 
better job of helping the 
water remain on the prop-
erty, “soaking up into the 
ground – which is great for 
plants, great for the water 
table, and great for the 

water quality of the runoff 
that is ultimately flowing 
off your yard.”

While not opposed to 
driveways and patios, 
Robinson notes there 
are products available 
now that allow water to 
pass through these hard 
surfaces and be stored in 
the ground. 

She also advocates 
for the planting of more 
“naturalized landscapes” 
in lieu of the usual lawns.

To make an impact on 
the future, Robinson says 
there are some really easy 
things which can be done 
now such as installing rain 

barrels on downspouts. 
She also says those who 
wish to make a bigger 
impact can consider 
permeable paving the 
next time they redo their 
driveways. 

In addition to the 
message from Robinson, 
Nicola Thomas, Grand 
River Food Forestry 
founder, discussed how 
climate change could 
be mitigated through an 
increase of biodiversity 
and edible landscapes. 

The EcoBoosters are 
a group committed to 
achieving and support-
ing a long-term healthy 

environment. They have 
been working within the 
community for many 
years in educating people 
on the best ways to help 
the environment.

Dorothy Wilson, 
communications officer 
with the EcoBoosters, says 
the recent webinar was 
one of the group’s many 
educational events.

“In light of the chang-
ing weather – certainly 
in this area we’ve had 
periods of very little or 
no rain for several weeks 
over the summer, and 
then you get this huge 
deluge – we just decided 

that giving some infor-
mation about how to 
cope with that would be 
helpful,” said Wilson. 
“I think the speakers are 
going to touch on ways 
people can develop their 
property to have more 
trees and have trees that 
havefood for both people 
and animals to try and 
increase the diversity of 
plant life in your, on your 
propertyin the neighbor-
hood. And so that’s really 
helping the biodiversity of 
the community.”

For more information, 
visit www.nvecoboosters.
com.

per cent of those employed 
by Accessibrand have a 
disability, with MacDon-
ald noting the venture 
has expanded such that 13 
people now work with the 
company.

“A lot of the times, indi-
viduals who have been 
impacted by disability, 
they can’t work full-time 
jobs, and employers just 
can’t accommodate them 

priority, and the benefit 
is that all of our staff have 
lived experience, so, they 
know exactly what works 
and what doesn’t,” she 
explained. 

It is estimated that 22 per 
cent of Ontarians live with 
some kind of disability. 

More information about 
the Start-Up and Slay 
event can be found online 
at www.howshehustles.
com/startupandslay.

→FROM | 10

Wellesley's Jolene MacDonald organized the collective effort.

ACCESSIBILITY: She'll be taking part in an online presentation in the Startup & Slay digital series
very well. So I sort of put 
that together as a thought 
that we could create this 
collective and provide 
opportunities for jobs,” 
she explained of the 
effort.

Under the Accessibility 
for Ontarians with Disabil-
ities Act, all businesses 
must move to become 
more accessible to people 
with disabilities, a natu-
ral fit for Accessibrand’s 

services.
“Every business has 

a mandate to become 
accessible. There are 
different levels of acces-
sibility for different sizes 
of businesses, but many 
businesses that are tradi-
tionally faced in design 
and marketing always 
had accessibility as an 
afterthought. We approach 
all of our projects with 
accessibility is a top 

Becca Robinson is a landscape designer working with REEP Green Solutions. She was part of this week's Nith Valley EcoBoosters webinar. SEAN HEEGER
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Taylor Gerber & Associates is a Bookkeeping and Accounting 
firm based in Elmira. We work with businesses throughout 
southwestern Ontario, supplying bookkeeping and back o�ce 
support. TGA provides service through onsite, cloud, online 
and in o�ce solutions for full cycle bookkeeping, reporting, 
outsourced CFO and tax needs.
TGA has openings for 2 Junior Bookkeepers to join our team.
Must be able to work independently, code transactions 
confidently in various accounting software programs and a 
range of industries and have a good understanding of the 
requirements of Corporate and Small business YE processes.  

The successful candidate will have 2 years’ experience in a 
public accounting setting and will be able to switch fluently 
between client files.
If you would like to work for a company that is using cutting
edge technology, provides education and professional updates, 
has a friendly professional atmosphere, looks after our clients 
first, provides a flexible schedule and plenty of opportunity, with 
benefits and competitive pay, this position might be for you.

Please submit your resume to: applicant@taylorgerber.ca

We thank all candidates for applying, we will contact 
only those being considered for the position.

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 

high quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our 
shop and showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At 
Woodland, one of our core values is Respect. Respect for 
our team members and respect for our customers.  

We are looking for a full time, permanent

CNC Router Operator 
and Programmer

In this position you will be responsible to operate one 
of our CNC routers that machines primarily solid wood 

stair parts as well as cabinet doors. The other part of 
your responsibility will be to work in the CAM side of 

StairCon software, to create CNC code and shop Data for 
production. To be successful in this position, you will need 

a strong understanding of CNC machining, as well as a 
strong computer and software knowledge and the desire to 

create systems to improve the StairCon CAM software.
Required skills

• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• CNC Router Experience
• CAM Software Experience
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working experience will be an asset

Experience
• CAM Software: 1 year (Preferred)
• CNC Router: 1 year (Preferred)

after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a manufacturer of 
high quality kitchen cabinetry in Drayton. 

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales & Design

team. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, and 

preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. If you enjoy working in a 
strong team environment and want the 

opportunity to grow along with the company,
then please submit your resumé to: 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 
519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest.

Linwood Veterinary Services, provides 
veterinary services and products to local 

farms. Our team has an immediate opening 
in our busy St. Clements clinic, for an 

individual who is enthusiastic about caring 
for our customers, staff and clinic. Linwood 
Vet offers benefits, and competitive wages 

commensurate with experience. 

SERVICE & ADMINISTRATION 
FULL TIME

Contact by email 
nancy.mulhall@linwoodvet.ca 

Responsibilities include; 
Ongoing communications with clients, 
staff, and outside services, billing, tracking, 
reporting, mailing, email, filling orders, 
file management, clinic care, running tests, 
scheduling services, and many other general 
business and clinic tasks.   
We are looking for you if you like to be busy 
and helpful, are familiar with Microsoft 
Word and Excel, are comfortable with 
computers, email, physical inventory, careful 
with details, and ready to learn and share.

www.linwoodvet.ca

Elmira Medical Clinic is seeking a 

MATURE STUDENT 
OR A RETIREE  

to screen our patients with the 
Ontario government screening 

checklist prior to entrance.
Hours required are 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 7am-11am and 12pm-4pm, 

Tuesday and Thursday hours 
are from 8am-12pm and 1pm-4pm

Please submit your resumé to:
elmiramedicalclinic@gmail.com

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
ELMIRA - CLEANING 
LADY WANTED, 4 
hours per week. Please 
text 519-577-0987.

NOW HIRING AT 
SCHNURR'S GROCERY 
Store in Linwood. Four 
full days per week, 
closed Sunday's. Call 
519-897-2600.

For Sale
C O U N T R Y  L A N E 
FABRICS FALL SALE 
Oct 5 - 24, 10% 
discount on all fabrics, 
quilt batts, tableflex, 
boxed cards, hosiery, 
gloves, rubber stamp-
ers. Clearouts at 1⁄2 
price. 519-664-0701.

Hay & Straw
STRAW FOR SALE. 
WHEAT AND BARLEY 
straw, 4 × 5 round 
bales, feed grade, 
stored inside. Call or 
text Kevin at 519-616-
4985.

♥ Weed killer
If weeds are a problem in your 
garden, cover the flower beds 
with newspaper and soak them 
with water. Then cover the 
paper with compost or mulch. 
Eventually the paper will smother 
the weeds, and the organic matter 
will help your garden flourish.

Fall views at the Piklington Overlook outside of Ariss. DAMON MACLEAN

→WORD ADS  19
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
As the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, the status of facilities and services may change. 
For current information, please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. For health information, 
please contact:

• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400

• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000

Township Office
The Township Office is open for select services. Residents are encouraged to continue to use 
online or phone where possible or to book appointments with staff in advance.

Woolwich Memorial Centre
Aquatics – The pool is now open for aquafit, lane & family swim – preregistration is required. 
Swim lessons are beginning on October 19th! For more information, visit:  Woolwich.ca/swim

Fitness – for information visit: Woolwich.ca/fitness 

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage –visit: Woolwich.ca/StayActive 

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all backyard fires, including campfires within the Township. You can 
apply for a permit at Woolwich.ca or by calling 519-669-6022.

Council Meetings
While Council Chambers is closed, Council will meet remotely following their regular schedule. 
You can still participate in meetings:

• Watch on YouTube.com (search “Woolwich Township”) – no registration required

• Submit written comments

• Register to speak before Council, attend a public meeting or listen online or by toll-free phone

For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in Waterloo Region on transit, in enclosed public places, taxis, ride 
sharing vehicles, and common areas in apartments and condominiums. Children under five and 
people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be kind to those who 
are unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400 or find out more at 
regionofwaterloo.ca/MaskBylaw. 

Local Business Resources
Local businesses are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in Woolwich Township. 
See who’s hiring on-line today!

As we enter the second wave of COVID-19, please continue to follow social distancing guidelines. 
We are all in this together. Get the #SAFETRAVELS stamp via www.tiaontario.ca/cpages/
safetravelsstamp to let your customers know you follow worldwide industry protocols to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19.

For business assistance, contact Jenna Morris, Economic Development and Tourism Officer, at 
519-669-6020 or email EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

Notice of Public Meeting
Tuesday, November 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the

Council Chambers of the Township Administration Offices  
and Remotely via Zoom/You Tube

24 Church Street West, Elmira 
Regarding

Building Permit Fees and Charges By-Law
Take Notice that in accordance with the Ontario Building Code, (Ontario Regulation 332/12) as 
amended; the Township of Woolwich has initiated a Building Permit Fees and Charges Review.  

The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Section 1.9.1.2 of the Ontario Building 
Code, to consider the Building Permit Fees and Charges By-Law.  The purpose of this meeting is to 
provide information and to receive comments from the public.

Any person may attend the public meeting and make written or verbal representation to the 
proposed changes. The proposed new Building Permit Fees and Charges By-law will be available 
free of charge to any member of the public for their review.

In accordance with Section 7 of the Ontario Building Code Act S.O. 1992, C: 23 it is the intention of 
the Township of Woolwich to pass a new Building Permit Fees and Charges By-law at the scheduled 
Council meeting to be held on November 10, 2020.

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments about the proposed 
changes in writing to the Chief Building Official on or before November 6, 2020.  

Questions or written submissions may be directed to:
Township of Woolwich
Chief Building Official

Building Division
24 Church Street West

PO Box 158
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

Telephone: 519-669-1647 / 519-669-6036 or email: dheuchert@woolwich.ca

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 13th day of October 2020.

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Technical Advisory Group (TAG) 
Thursday, October 22, 2020

6:30 p.m. Public Meeting
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offices will 
not be permitted. Below is information on how you can participate in the meeting. You may also 
contact the Support Specialist by sending an email to lschaefer@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-
669-1647, ext. 6112 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view the meeting by

REGISTERING with the Support Specialist on or before 12 noon on Tuesday, October 20th. To register 
please email lschaefer@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-1647, ext. 6112.  Once you are registered 
the Support Specialist will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom 
Wi-Fi login or toll-free conference call number). 

2021 Dog Tags Now Available
Under the Animal Control By-law #31-2013 it is a requirement that all dog owners within the Township 
of Woolwich license their dogs by March 1st of every calendar year. In the event your pet is lost and 
has a license, Animal Services will make every effort to reunite you with your pet at no extra cost. 
For safe return of your dog if found, please ensure you have attached the Township of Woolwich Dog Tag 
to your dog’s collar. Dogs without tags are taken to the Humane Society and owners will incur Humane 
Society costs. Dogs wearing their tags found outside of regular Township business hours can also be 
reported to the Woolwich Memorial Centre or the Breslau Community Centre. 

Dog Tags are available at the following locations: 

The Township of Woolwich   24 Church Street West, Elmira (Mon-Fri 8:30am – 4:30pm)

Woolwich Memorial Centre  24 Snyder Avenue South, Elmira (call for hours of operation)

*Pet Valu    315 Arthur Street South, Elmira 519-669-1350

*Eldale Vet Clinic   150 Church Street West, Elmira 519-669-5672

Neutered/Spayed - $26.00  

Non-Neutered/Spayed - $37.00  

For more information about the Woolwich Dog Tag Program please contact 
the Township of Woolwich at 519-669-6009.

As a dog owner, it is your responsibility to pick up after your dog. Please 
respect your neighbours and your neighbourhood
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday, November 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.

Regarding:

Zone Change Application 6/2020 & Draft Plan of Subdivision 30T-20702

Old Scout Limited – 1065 Old Scout Place, St. Jacobs and

Zone Change Application 9/2020 – Ariss Glen Developments Limited, Breslau
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offices will not be permitted.  Below is 
information on how you can submit comments, view or participate in the meeting.  You may also contact Development Services 
staff by sending an email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

Take Notice that in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, c.P.13, as amended, the Township of Woolwich has received 
complete applications for the following zone change applications and the Region of Waterloo has received and circulated a 
complete application for the proposed plan of Subdivision, which are more specifically described below.  This notice summarizes 
the details of these applications and includes location maps.  Please be advised that Notice of a Complete Application does 
not indicate whether the municipality is in support of, or in opposition to the proposal.  That determination will be made at a 
later date.

The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Sections 34 and 51 of the Planning Act, to consider the following 
Zone Change and Draft Plan of Subdivision applications.  No decisions will be made at this meeting; its purpose is to provide 
additional information to the public and agencies and to receive comments and information from them.

Zone Change Application 6/2020 & Draft Plan of Subdivision 30T-20702 – Old Scout Limited
Property Description:  GSP Group on behalf of Old Scout Limited has submitted 
the above-noted applications proposing to develop, for residential purposes, the 
lands described as Plan 1502 Lot 7 and located at 1065 Old Scout Place, St. Jacobs 
(see Map 1).  The 0.4 ha property is located within the Settlement Boundary of St. 
Jacobs, is designated Residential and Ancillary Use in the Township’s Official Plan 
and is zoned Agricultural (A). 

Zone Change Application 6/2020:  The applicant is proposing to rezone the property 
from Agricultural (A) to Residential – Multiple with Design Guidelines (R-7A) to 
permit the development of three townhouses complexes each containing four 
residential units.  The applicant is also proposing site specific amendments to the 
design guidelines of the R-7A zone generally as follows:

• to permit a  garage to extend up to 1.4 metres in front of the front wall of the 
residential unit;

• to permit a garage to extend 0.3 metres in front of the front porch;

• to permit the exterior width of the garage to exceed 50% of the width of the house (including the garage) when such 
garage is located ahead of the porch / front wall;

• to permit a minimum front porch depth of 1.1 metres versus a minimum required depth of 1.5 metres (Lots 2, 3, 6, 7, 10 
and 11);

• to permit a minimum front porch width of 28% versus the required 40% (Lots 1 and 12); and 

• to exempt Lots 1 to 12 from the requirements of Section 11B.3.5 b) i) – iii) as it relates to the front porch and lotting 
requirements.

Subdivision Application 30T20702:  The proposed changes to the Zoning By-law would provide for the subdivision plan totalling 
12 townhouse units (minimum 6.53 m by 36.7 m) which will connect to full municipal services (water, sanitary and storm) and 
have access via Old Scout Place.

The subject lands are bounded by an existing retirement home (Valley Veiw Manor) to the north, a stormwater management block 
to the west and a residential subdivision under construction to the east.  The subject lands were formerly used as a salvage 
yard, which has ceased operation, and the lands are now vacant.

Zone Change Application 9/2020 -  Ariss Glen Developments Limited
GSP Group on behalf of Ariss Glen Developments Limited has submitted the above-noted application proposing a site-specific 
zoning amendment to facilitate the development of two mixed use blocks in the 
Breslau Settlement.  The two parcels of land are identified as Blocks 47 and 48 
within the Draft Approved Hopewell Crossing Subdivision (30T11701) (see Map 2).  
Block 47 is in Phase 1B and Block 48 is in Phase 2 of the subdivision.  The two blocks 
are within the Breslau Urban Settlement Area and designated as Commercial/Mixed 
Use in the Township’s Official Plan.  The lands are zoned Commercial Mixed Use 
(C-4B) which permits a variety of commercial and retail uses along with mixed-
use buildings which may include residential apartment / townhouse units primarily 
above the commercial retail uses.  The two blocks are currently vacant. 

The applicant is proposing to amend the site specific zoning for the two blocks of 
lands to allow for the following:

• to permit more than one residential unit on the ground floor of a mixed used 
building; and

• to permit standalone multi-unit residential apartment buildings where the 
buildings do not front onto a public road and where there is a non-residential 
use established elsewhere within the block; where the current regulations 
require commercial on the main floor with no more than one residential unit 
on the main floor (Section 19B.5.2).

The applicant is also proposing:

• that the blocks be required to maintain a minimum of 25% of all ground floor area for non-residential uses in order to add 
flexibility to the building form and maintain the mix of uses intended in the Commercial Mixed Use designation and C-4B 
zone; and

• that Greenhouse Road be considered the frontage for Block 47 and that the Lasby Lane frontage be considered the rear 
property line.

The proposed amendment will facilitate a development that will contain buildings that are mixed use, all commercial or all residential.

APPEAL RIGHTS
TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decisions of the Township of Woolwich 
and the Regional Municipality of Waterloo to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal but the person or public body does not make 
oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich or the Regional Municipality of 
Waterloo in respect of the proposed plan of subdivision before the approval authority gives or refuses to give approval to the draft 
plan of subdivision, or before the By-law is passed and the Official Plan Amendment is adopted, the person or public body is not 
entitled to appeal the decision of the Council of the Township of Woolwich or the Council of the Regional Municipality of Waterloo.

AND TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting, or make written 
submissions to the Township of Woolwich or the Regional Municipality of Waterloo in respect of the proposed plan of subdivision 
before the approval authority gives or refuses to give approval to the draft plan of subdivision, or before the By-law is passed and 
the Official Plan Amendment is adopted, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before 
the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the Public Meeting as follows:

VIEW the Public Meeting / Council meeting livestream on the Woolwich Township Youtube channel at the following link  https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ ;

PARTICIPATE in the Public Meeting by REGISTERING with the Committee Clerk on or before 4:30 pm on Thursday November 5, 
2020.  To register please:

• email asmyth@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6004; or

• visit www.woolwich.ca/delegations for more information on speaking before Council and to register through the online 
delegation request form.

When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email and the application number you would like to comment on.  
Once you are registered the Deputy Clerk will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login 
or conference call number).

If you are concerned that you do not have access to phone or internet or are otherwise concerned about the reliability of your 
signal please ensure that you submit written comments.  Written comments do not negate your opportunity to also speak at the 
Public Meeting but do ensure your voice is heard should your electronic connection to the meeting not work.

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and have the option to comment 
on a particular application, please register with the Deputy Clerk.  You will not be required to speak if you do not want to. 

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we know which application you 
are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time to comment if you wish to do so.  As it is virtual, 
registering will provide a level of security that is necessary to prevent unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting. 

SUBMITTING COMMENTS AND REQUESTING NOTIFICATION
You can express your concerns/ comments about the proposed changes in writing to the Township of Woolwich.  Any comments 
received on or before Tuesday, November 3, 2020 (Note that this date is before the public meeting) will be included in a report 
prepared by Development Services and presented at the Public Meeting.  Any comments received after the Public Meeting, but 
prior to Council making a decision on the applications, will be considered.

The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the authority of the Planning Act and may 
form part of the public record which may be released to the public.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose 
of creating a record that is available to the general public at the Committee of the Whole and Council meetings.  Please note 
that while the Committee of the Whole and Council may redact some personal information such as email addresses and phone 
numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.  Questions about this collection should be directed to 
the Records and Freedom of Information Officer at 519-669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.

Should you wish to be notified of future meetings and reports regarding the Official Plan Amendment and Zone Change 
applications, please:

• submit a written request, noting that you wish to be kept informed, to the Township of Woolwich, Development Services, 
24 Church Street West, Box 158, Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z6, or

• email your request noting that you wish to be kept informed to Jeremy Vink, Manager of Planning at jvink@woolwich.ca 

If Council approves the change, a notice will be mailed to you explaining the By-law and Official Plan Amendment.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Council of the Regional Municipality of Waterloo in respect of the proposed plan 
of subdivision, you must make a written request to the Regional Clerk, Regional Municipality of Waterloo, 150 Frederick Street, 
Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4J3 and to the Commissioner of Planning, Development and Legislative Services, Regional Municipality 
of Waterloo, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4J3.

MORE INFORMATION
Additional information related to these applications can be viewed or obtained as follows:

View / print the information from the Township webpage at www.woolwich.ca - Select Ongoing Planning Items on the home page 
/ select the Subdivisions folder / select Old Scout Place – 1065 Old Scout Place, St. Jacobs OR select the Zone Change and/or 
Official Plan Amendments folder / select Ariss Glen Developments (Thomasfield Homes) Proposed Mixed Use Zone Change to 
view the relevant information.

Schedule an appointment to view the documents at the Township Administration building located at 24 Church Street West, Elmira 
weekdays between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm. To schedule an appointment please call 519-669-6040 or email planning@woolwich.ca

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 15th day of October 2020.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Peel Street Bridge # 270148
NOTICE OF CLASS EA SCHEDULE CHANGE 

AND MEETING BEFORE COUNCIL
In February 2018 the Township of Woolwich initiated a Schedule C Municipal 
Class Environmental Assessment (EA) to review alternatives for the Peel 
Street Truss Bridge located in Winterbourne. The steel truss structure 
previously had a 3 tonne load limit, but was closed in 2017 due to significant 
structural deterioration observed during an enhanced bridge inspection. The 
purpose of the study was to determine a strategy to address the short and 
long term needs of the structure.

A key component of the study was consultation with interested stakeholders, 
agencies and members of the public. A Notice of Study Commencement 
inviting input was published February 16, 2018 and two Public Consultation 
Centres (PCCs) were held on May 16, 2018 and December 11, 2018 to present 
existing conditions, alternative solutions and their impacts on the social, 
cultural, natural, technical and economic environments. 

Since the PCCs, the project team has examined the issues in detail, evaluated potential solutions for the Peel Street Truss 
Bridge and their associated impacts and prepared preliminary recommendations to address the short and long term 
needs of the structure. The preliminary recommendations that will be presented to Council include:

• (Short-term) Closure of the Peel Street Truss Bridge

- Staff are recommending that the structure remain closed as the Township does not have the Capital budget to 
rehabilitate the structure. The structure is to be inspected every two years following provincial regulations to ensure 
it remains safe for the public to pass underneath.

• (Long-term) Removal of the Peel Street Truss Bridge

- Once inspections determine that the structure is no longer safe, the superstructure would be removed.

- Staff received a lot of feedback during the EA process and understand the community’s desire to have the Peel 
Street Truss Bridge remain open. If, prior to the superstructure being removed, the community is able to crowd-
source potential funding through fundraising or other means, or Township Staff can secure grants or other sources 

of funding if/when they arise, the Township will consider rehabilitation of the existing structure.

Due to the anticipated costs associated with implementing the recommendations, the Township will finalize the 
study in accordance with the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Process for Schedule B activities, under the 
Environmental Assessment Act. A staff report will be presented to Council at the Committee of the Whole meeting on 
November 24, 2020 prior to finalizing the Schedule B Project File. If you have any questions or comments about this study, 
or would like delegation status at the meeting on November 24, 2020, please contact:

LEAF DISPOSAL
Please do not rake your leaves onto the road. This practice has been prohibited by bylaw in the Township of Woolwich since 
1994. There is a fine of $125 for depositing any debris or refuse, which includes leaves, on Township Roads. These piles 
of leaves are a safety hazard as they encourage children to play on the road. They can also result in flooding issues when 
the  leaves block storm drains.  

LEAF DISPOSAL ALTERNATIVES

NATURAL CHOICES
Mulching and composting are the most economical and environmentally beneficial ways to deal with your leaves.

• Instead of disposing of your leaves, save them, mulch them with your lawnmower and gradually add them to your home 
composter.  They will break down into a useful organic material that can be added to flower and vegetable gardens.

• Rather than raking your leaves, why not mulch them on your lawn or into your garden? When the leaves are dry, mow 

your lawn more frequently. The mulched leaves will soon disappear into your lawn or garden as fertilizer.

CURBSIDE LEAF COLLECTION PROGRAM
Bagged Leaf Collection

• Bag leaves using only paper yard waste bags or returnable containers marked with a Region of Waterloo Yard Waste sticker.

• Place out with yard waste materials on yard waste collection days separately from your garbage containers.

• For more information call the Region of Waterloo at 519-575-4400.

Tip: Mulching your leaves with a lawn mower or other mulching device prior to bagging can reduce leaf volumes.  
(10 bags of loose leaves = 1 bag of mulched leaves)

If you have too many leaves for your composter to handle, you may bring your leaves to the Regional Landfill Site located at:

Gate 2, 925 Erb Street West, Waterloo

Monday to Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/living-here/landfill-and-recycling-centre.aspx

Ryan Tucker, P.Eng.
Engineering Project Supervisor
Township of Woolwich
24 Church Street West, P.O. Box 158,
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
Tel: 519-669-6048
E-mail: rtucker@woolwich.ca

Jack Turner, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
GM BluePlan Engineering Limited
650 Woodlawn Road West, Block C, Unit 2
Guelph, ON  N1K 1B8
Tel:  519-824-8150 
Email: jack.turner@gmblueplan.ca

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With 

the exception of personal information, please note all comments will become part of the public record.

This Notice first issued October 8, 2020. 

https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx New $50 plumbing rebate!
Switch to soften your home’s hot water only 
and save salt and water.

Each year, a home of three could save:

108 kg 
of salt

8,800 L 
of water

$84 
of cost 

Test your 
water 

hardness, 
you could 

win a 
rain barrel!

Ready to haul less 
salt and help the 
environment?

Step one is to test your water 
hardness. We’ll send you a free, 
no-obligation test kit!

Go to www.regionofwaterloo.ca/conservation 
or call 519-575-4400, (TTY): 519-575-4608

Soften hot water
only and save

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

Earl Stroh last weekend delivered 197 lbs of food donated by St. Boniface Church parishioners to the 
food bank in Kitchener. Diane Strickler
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 ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting We support our

Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES    ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

Reach local 
people at the 
right time 
every week.
15,000 Observers are delivered to 
homes in Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Waterloo.  
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out 
how your business can book this space.
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CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

Freehold townhouse. 3 bdrms, 2 w/
walk-in closets. Cheater ensuite. Mn flr 
w/painted cabinetry & breakfast bar, 
dining area & living room with sliding 
doors to deck & patio. Finished rec rm & 
3 pc. bathroom. C/air. Newer roof shin-
gles. New MLS $509,900.00

35 Sugar King Dr., Elmira

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

New Build, 1673 Sq Ft 2 story townhome 
in Milverton’s sought a�er Milveton 
Meadows. 3 Bathrooms, Master bedroom 
ensuite, Appliances, Fridge, Stove, Washer, 
Dryer and Microwave are all included. 
Premium Quality Vinyl Windows and 
Exterior Doors. Rough in for Basement 

bathroom Located in quiet town with all ameni�es including high speed fiber-op�c 
Internet. S�ll �me to choose some op�ons, but hurry these are selling fast!

$459,000
Murray Court, Milverton    

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

This beautiful, 3 Bedroom, 4 bathroom custom built, solid brick bungalow, has 
been lovingly maintained by it’s one and only owner.  Nestled on a .4 acre lot 
with no back neighbours, this 2720 sq. ft. home features hardwood floors, 
main floor laundry/mud room, and a master bedroom with gas fireplace, 
ensuite bathroom, and walk-in closet. The sprawling kitchen has granite 
countertops with loads of cooking space and is open to the formal dining room 
as well as the dinette. Patio doors from the dinette lead to your backyard oasis!! 
Two concrete patios, deck and guest house with a wet bar, all backing onto the 
Kissing Bridge Trail. The basement offers a rec room with a gas fireplace and 
wet bar, and 2nd rec room as well as a 2 piece bathroom and games room. This 
could easily be converted into an in-law suite. Double car garage and concrete 
driveway allowing parking for 6+ vehicles. This home would be an ideal spot 
for a large family, a multi-generational family, or anyone who enjoys 
entertaining. Situated close to Bolender park with its newer playground and 
splash pad as well as creek and green space…never a loss for things to do. Book 
your appointment today and start planning your post covid party!!!!

RARE OPPORTUNITY TO OWN ONE ACRE OF 
PROPERTY, WITH 212 FEET OF WATERFONT, ON THE 
GRAND RIVER! Enjoy this well treed lot, including apricot 
and pear trees with picturesque views down the river. 
This home offers a large open living area with main floor 
laundry and 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. The basement 
includes a workshop and rec room with wood stove and a 
walkout to the back yard and veggie garden. The lower 
basement offers additional space that could be finished 
or used for extra storage. The orientation and slope of the 
roof were designed for the installation of solar panels. 
Close to the historic Kissing Bridge and Trail - 45kms of 
recreational trails through Southern Ontario. No more 
than 15 minutes from Guelph or Waterloo. A renovator 
and innovator's dream. Imagine the possibilities! This is a 
rare find. Call today to arrange your private showing.$699,900$699,900 $849,900$849,900

ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E Farm Services
BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
AGRICULTURAL SPRAY LIME, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING DELIVERED BY 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George Haffner Truck-
ing 519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

WANTED

WANTED- 50 TO 100 ACRES 
OF LAND TO RENT TO GROW 
edible beans. Call Peter at 
519-648-3564.

Trades & Services
CUSTOM APPLE PRESSING & 
JUICE SALES BY APPOINT-
ment. Order early for best avail-
ability. Cedar Ridge Pressing, 
3175 Northfield Dr., 519-669-
3541, Elmira.

RON'S DRYWALL AND RENO-
VATIONS. OVER 35 YEARS 
experience. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email ron.
spncr@gmail.com

Please call  or email Donna Rudy: 
 519-669-5790 ext 104 
 drudy@woolwichobserver.com

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Sell it in the Observer

→WORD ADS CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 14

♥ Fire starter
Use crumpled up bits 
of old newspaper to 
start a bonfire, charcoal 
grill or camp fire.

The Observer is Open for Business, 
but our doors remain locked.

T H E  P O W E R  O F  P R I N T .

Read award-winning local news | www.observerxtra.com

The Observer continues to conduct business through limiting contact with the public in order to 
protect our staff and clients during this COVID-19 pandemic.

Thank you for your understanding and contacting us through phone, email and website.

General Contact:
Phone: 519-669-5790
Email: info@woolwichobserver.com
Web: www.observerxtra.com

Advertising Contact:
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com
Web: www.observerxtra.com/ads

Thank you for supporting the local news.
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•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

 Leslie, Hillis “Red”
Suddenly, as the result of a heart attack, 
at his residence in Listowel on Friday, 
September 25, 2020 at the age of 93.

Born on a farm in Maryborough 
Township, Hillis left his parents and 
brother to farm while he moved to Elmira 
to work in a chicken hatchery. He spent 
his working career in the agricultural 
field, retiring in the mid 1980s as Farm 
and Hatchery Manager at Martin Feed 
Mills in Elmira.

Hillis will be greatly missed by his 
partner of 25 years Nora Doig. Sharing 
a love of travel, Hillis and Nora visited a 
number of faraway places together and 
enjoyed many beautiful sunsets at his 
cottage on Lake Huron.

He was a much loved “Poppa” to 
stepdaughters Sandra Clemens, and 
Marion Hinschberger (2005), as well as 
a special grandpa to Tammy Turturea, 
Robert Hinschberger, and Lee Clemens. 
He will be fondly remembered by the 
Doig family: Philip Doig, Kent and Kerry 
Doig, Jacqueline and Henry Stevens, 
Vaughn and Barbara Doig, Pamela and 
Paul Ellis, and Paul Doig.

Predeceased by his parents Garfield and 
Mildred Leslie, stepdaughter Marion 
Hinschberger, brother Blake Leslie, his 
first wife Betty and second wife Joyce.

Cremation has taken place. There will 
be no visitation or public service. In his 
memory, donations to the Children’s 
Hospital of Western Ontario would be 
appreciated, and may be obtained by 
calling the Dreisinger Funeral Home at 
519-669-2207.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Arndt, Lillian
Passed away peacefully at Grand 
River Hospital, Kitchener on Tuesday, 
October 6, 2020 at the age of 90. She 
was the loved wife and best friend of 
the late Robert Arndt (2012). She will 
be missed by her children, who were 
the love of her life: Linda Arndt (Paul 
Rush), Daniel (Connie) Arndt, Wayne 
(Terry) Arndt, Marje (Jerry) Beaver, 
Douglas (Denise) Arndt, Judy (Darrell) 
Heibein, Bruce (Cindy) Arndt. She 
will be greatly missed by her many 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
and great-great-grandchildren. 
Predeceased by her daughter Doreen, 
parents Ed and Signe Burns, sisters 
Edith (Victor Fio Rito), Barbara 
Nelson, and brother George (Marion) 
Burns. A private family visitation and 
service was held. In memory of Lillian, 
donations to the Grand River Regional 
Cancer Centre, or the Alzheimer 
Society would be appreciated.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

A Card of Thanks
Thank you to all of the doctors and nurses 
at Cambridge Memorial Hospital as well as 
all the staff on the 3rd floor Palliative Care 
Unit at Freeport Health Centre for the care 
and compassion given to Lynne Martin 

throughout her long journey of ill health. 
Thank you also for the donations received 

in her memory and all the thoughtful 
neighbours for the wonderful meals. 

Sincerely, Larry Martin and family.

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Happy 17th 

Birthday Megan

Love Mom, Dad and Bryson

Forbes, Debra Geraldine (Debbie)
With profound sadness, we announce 
the passing of Debbie on Monday, 
October 1 2th,  2020 at  Hospice 
Wellington, Guelph. Beloved wife and 
best friend of Larry Forbes. Proud 
mother to Steve (Stephanie) and Dave 
(Crystal). Cherished grandmother of 
Luke and Megan.

Debbie is survived by her extended 
family including mother-in-law 
Kathleen Forbes, brothers-in-law Lyle 
and Lloyd Forbes, and sisters-in-law 
Linda Hrycajcuk and Lois (Marty) 
Tomlin, special cousin Mike and step-
sister Ellen. She was predeceased by her 
parents Donalda and Jerry Iza. 

Debbie was an avid traveler, talented 
gardener, stealth Pokémon collector, 
devoted hockey mom/grandma, epic 
banana cake maker and so much more. 
Her family is forever grateful for each 
day they were able to spend with her. 

Cremation has taken place. A memorial 
visitation will be held on Saturday, 
October 17, 2020 from 10 a.m. – 12 noon at 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
Street S., Elmira. Masks are mandatory. 
Please remain in your vehicle until an 
attendant invites you in. Interment will 
take place at 2:00 p.m. at Palmerston 
Cemetery, 5240 Hwy 23, Palmerston.  In 
lieu of flowers, donations in Debbie’s 
memory can be made to the Terry Fox 
Foundation.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

BAUMAN, DOUGLAS LARRY - Douglas 
Larry Bauman (Bao Boon Teck) went into 
GLORY in his 59th year, after a 6 month 
journey with cancer.

Death Notices

Obituary 

Obituary Obituary Thank youBirthday

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
 519-669-5790 ext 104  
 drudy@woolwichobserver.com

Family Announcement Advertis-
ing: Ads will be accepted in person, 
email,  or phone  during regular office 
hours. Deadline is Wednesdays by 
10am. Order online at: observerx-
t ra .com/order-fami ly-a lbum 

Single:  $28 per insertion 
  
Double:  $38 per insertion 

Triple:  $48 per insertion

Announce it in  
the Observer.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here The federal government last week 
announced an additional investment of $100 
million through the Emergency Food Secu-
rity Fund, money earmarked to help improve 
access to food and increase food supply for 
vulnerable Canadians. The funding will go to 
national and regional organizations, which 
will then support food banks and local food 
organizations.

The recent #TASTETHECOUNTRYSIDE 
event held in the townships included a 
ballot/draw contest. The winners announced 
last week, were Connie Walz of Elmira (1st 
prize – local adventure and dinner for four); 
Jacqueline Bendall of Kitchener (2nd prize 
– Farmers’ Market charcuterie board); and 
Darrell Martin of Elmira (3rd prize – coffee 
date).

Food bank funding Getting another taste

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Gary
Gary is a licensed technician and has been a part of the 
team now for 9 years! 
He loves being a Father to his 4 children and watching them 
grow. He celebrated 16 years of marriage with his wife last 
month. Gary enjoys anything with a motor, especially loud 
cars and motorcycles.    

Mayo Clinic Q&A: 
Colic, though often 

stressful for new 
parents, will subside

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: Our 
newborn daughter is often 
inconsolable and some-
times cries for six hours a 
day. Is there anything that 
can be done to help a col-
icky baby? It's diffi  cult to 
see her so upset.

ANSWER: While it can be 
very stressful for parents, 
colic doesn't have any 
long-term effects on the 
baby's health or develop-
ment. Colic typically does 
not require medical care, 
nor is it a symptom of a 
larger medical problem. 
Fortunately, colic usually 
improves on its own within 
several months.

All babies cry and get 
fussy from time to time. 
But colic is different than 
normal fussiness. Babies 
with colic typically cry 
more than three hours 
a day, three days a week 
for three weeks or longer. 
The crying tends to come 
around the same time each 
day. There appears to be no 
clear reason for the crying. 
Babies with colic are other-
wise healthy and may cry 
even when well-fed and 
clean.

Colic crying is intense. 
It sounds distressed and 
is often high pitched. The 
baby's face may flush. 
Babies often curl up their 
legs, clench their fists and 
have tense abdominal 
muscles during episodes 
of colic.

Comfort measures – 
such as holding, rocking 
or walking with the baby 
– usually do not help 
soothe an infant with 

colic. But some parents 
do have success easing 
colic symptoms by going 
through a consistent series 
of interventions. They 
may include steps such as 
checking if a diaper needs 
changing, seeing if the 
baby is hungry, swaddling, 
gentle swinging or trying a 
pacifier.

Mix up your strategies to 
try to calm the baby.

In most cases of colic, 
the symptoms get better 
on their own by about 
three to five months of 
age. A medical evaluation 
usually is not necessary.

However, if colic is caus-
ing a significant amount of 
worry and stress, or if your 
baby has other symptoms 
along with colic that may 
signal another medical 
problem, make an appoint-
ment to see a health care 
provider. A thorough 
history and physical 
examination can confirm 
that no serious underlying 
medical concern is causing 
the baby's persistent 
crying. Concerning 
symptoms may include 
poor feeding, slow weight 
gain, vomiting, diarrhea, 
constipation, abdominal 
distension, blood in stools, 
fever, irritability, lethargy, 
breathing problems, poor 
muscle tone or an unusual 
rash.

There are a number of 
options for parents who 

Meg Brockett is the organizer of an initiative to reunite a Syrian refugee family. SEAN HEEGER

Raising funds to sponsor refugees
Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

EARLY IN HIS FIRST 
TERM, Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau brought 
tens of thousands of 
refugees to Canada from 
war-torn parts of the 
Middle East. While many 
were able to make it to 
the country through the 
expanded programs, there 
were still numerous people 
left looking to get out of 
places such as Syria.

At the time, many groups 
and individuals stepped 
up to sponsor refugees. 
Calvary United Church in 
St. Jacobs, for instance, 
embraced the cause whole-
heartedly, establishing 
a committee to sponsor 
families and help them 
come to Canada. Since 
that time, the church has 
helped multiple families, 
subsequently expanding 

their efforts and recruiting 
other churches to take part.

One of the latest addi-
tions, Central Church in 
Waterloo, is getting set to 
host a fundraiser with the 
aim of helping bring over 
the family of a student at 
Wilfrid Laurier University.

With the family they 
are hoping to sponsor, 
“the father was one of 
eight brothers, and they 
were real leaders in their 
community. When they 
ended up having to flee 
to Syria, they then used 
their educational lead-
ership skills and have 
tirelessly helped their own 
people while in Lebanon, 
in this case, Aphrodite 
and her sister and her 
parents started a school 
for absolutely pover-
ty-stricken refugees, the 
Syrian refugee children 
in their area,” said Meg 
Brockett, a member of the 

church and organizer of 
the initiative.“Because of 
their education both the 
daughters of the family 
won very difficult to win 
scholarships to Canadian 
universities, three years 
ago. At the time that they 
accepted the scholarships, 
they didn't know that the 
Lebanese government was 
going to turn around and 
tell them they could never 
come back to Lebanon. 
So not only are these 
young woman amazing 
people who have come 
here and Aphrodite has 
done a master's degree at 
Laurier in education with 
a focus on how to serve 
children who have suffered 
trauma.”

Brockett says the story of 
Aphrodite is very compel-
ling because the family 
has worked to serve the 
world so well and they 
must now work hard to try → CHURCH 23

Group aims to raise $34,000 to bring family of university student to the country
to bring them here to not 
only reunite them, but also 
because she believes they 
will serve the community 
to the  best of their ability.

In order to help bring 
the family back together, 
an online auction is being 
held to raise funds. In 
total, the churches are 
hoping to collect $34,000, 
which Brockett says is the 
cost that the government 
deems will be their first 
year’s expenses in the 
country.

The auction will run 
from November 13 to 23, 
and people will be able to 
bid on a variety of items 
including Middle Eastern 
cooking, tutoring lessons, 
yard cleanup services, art 
classes and the like.

Due to the COVID-19 
situation, the auction will 
be held completely online, 
which Brockett suggested 

→MAYO 24
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ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for 
non-profit local events that are offered free to the public. 
Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate 
events, open houses  and similar events do not qualify for 
free advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions 
are to be made online at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Smooth, flavourful, 
quick-cooking soup

Red lentils are an ideal 
legume. For one thing, 

they're quick to prepare, 
cooking up in less than 20 
minutes, with no presoak-
ing or brining required. 
But the best thing about 
cooking red lentils is that 
unlike other beans and 
legumes, you don't need 
to worry about getting 
the interiors of the beans 
to soften before the skins 
rupture. With no skins to 
contain them, red lentils 
disintegrate when you 
cook them. 

To develop our own 
recipe, we started by saute-
ing onions in butter and 
used the warm mixture to 
bloom fragrant spices, like 
coriander, cumin, ginger 
and a pinch of cayenne, 
found in North African 
versions of this soup. We 
used tomato paste and 
garlic to complete the base 
before adding the lentils, 
which we cooked in a mix 
of chicken broth and water 
to give the soup a full, 
rounded character.

After only 15 minutes 

of cooking, the lentils 
were soft enough to be 
pureed, but hauling out 
the blender or food proces-
sor seemed like overkill 
for such a simple soup. 
Instead, we swapped the 
wooden spoon we'd been 
using for a whisk. Thirty 
seconds of whisking did 
the trick: We had a coarse 
puree that was homoge-
nous from top to bottom.

Following the lead of 
North African cooks, we 
added 2 tablespoons of 
lemon juice to the pureed 
soup. The effect was like 
adjusting the focus on a 
manual camera: All the 
flavors were instantly 
more vibrant and defined. 
A drizzle of spice-infused 
butter and a sprinkling of 
cilantro was all we needed 
to complete the transfor-
mation of commonplace 
ingredients into an excit-
ing yet comforting soup.

Red Lentil Soup
▢ 4 tablespoons 
unsalted butter

▢ 1 large onion, 
chopped fine

▢ Salt

▢ Pepper

▢ 3⁄4 teaspoon ground 
coriander

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon ground 
cumin

▢ 1⁄4 teaspoon ground 
ginger

▢ 1⁄8 teaspoon ground 
cinnamon

▢ Pinch cayenne

▢ 1 tablespoon tomato 

paste

▢ 1 garlic clove, 
minced

▢ 4 cups chicken broth

▢ 2 cups water

▢ 10 1⁄2 ounces (1 1⁄2 
cups) red lentils, picked 
over and rinsed

▢ 2 tablespoons lemon 
juice, plus extra for 
seasoning

▢ 1 1⁄2 teaspoons dried 
mint, crumbled

▢ 1 teaspoon paprika

▢ 1⁄4 cup chopped fresh 
cilantro

1. Melt 2 tablespoons 
of butter in a large 
saucepan over medium 
heat. Add onion and 
1 teaspoon salt and 
cook, stirring occa-
sionally, until softened 
but not browned, about 
5 minutes. Add cori-
ander, cumin, ginger, 
cinnamon, cayenne 
and 1⁄4 teaspoon 
pepper and cook 
until fragrant, about 2 
minutes. Stir in tomato 
paste and garlic and 
cook for 1 minute. Stir 
in broth, water and 
lentils and bring to a 
simmer. Simmer vigor-
ously, stirring occa-
sionally, until lentils 
are soft and about 
half are broken down, 
about 15 minutes.

2. Whisk the soup 
vigorously until it is 

coarsely pureed, about 
30 seconds. Stir in 
lemon juice and season 
with salt and extra 
lemon juice to taste. 
Cover and keep warm. 
(Soup can be refrig-
erated for up to three 
days. Thin the soup 
with water, if desired, 
when reheating.)

3. Melt the remain-
ing 2 tablespoons 
butter in small skillet. 
Remove from heat 
and stir in mint and 
paprika. Ladle soup 
into individual bowls, 
drizzle each portion 
with 1 teaspoon spiced 
butter, sprinkle with 
cilantro and serve.

Recipe note: Pair this 
soup with a salad 
and bread for lunch 
or a light supper.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

Woolwich Residents Support Fund: 
Responding to financial needs

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz 
launched the Woolwich Residents Support Fund 
(WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the antici-
pated unprecedented needs that many Woolwich 
residents will experience due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  However, the WRSF will continue to 
address ongoing needs experienced by Woolwich 
residents long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time finan-
cial support to an applicant. However, we realize 
that no two cases are the same. Unique situations 
may require further support that otherwise would 
not be accessible for the ongoing needs of the 
individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the WRSF, the 
Fund Review Committee will access other commu-
nity services and funds that may be able to support 
and/or provide for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an application 
process are in place, it should be noted that in 
unique, complex, crisis and acute circumstances 
funds may be provided at the discretion of the 
Fund Review Committee, assuming the core crite-
ria of the fund are met.

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.   Woolwich Community Services
3.   Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, 
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 
Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to Woolwich 
Community Services, 5 Memorial Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 
2P6  or through the website on the WCS Donate page.

Additional information:

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20
▢ TAKE-OUT Luncheon at Gale Presbyterian Church. 
Menu: Russian chicken with noodles, hot vegetable, 
coleslaw, bread and apple pie. Cost: $12. Pick up 
between 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. RSVP required 
by Friday, October 16 at noon. Contact the church: 
office@galepresbyterian.com or 519-669-2852.

▢ Self-Care and Setting Healthy Boundaries. Virtu-
ally using Zoom at 6:30 p.m. In this workshop you 
will learn tips on how to take care of your needs, 
create a self-care plan, how to give attention to 
yourself during difficult situations, strategies to set 
boundaries and say "no" if you need to. Presentation 
on behalf of Woolwich Community Health Centre. 
lmgirard@hotmail.com
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ACROSS
1. Where you __?
3. Are a collection of 
several Tantric litera-
ture and scriptures
9. Dilute
12. Before
13. Debonair
14. Battering device
16. DPI
18. Currently at 
war with Canada
19. __ said, s__ said
20. Sanctuary 
in an ancient 
Greek temple
21. "What's gotten 
___ you?"
22. Halftime, myself
23. Mother 
Teresa, for one
24. Tree Bug
26. Ivan the 
Terrible, e.g.
28. Ashes holder
29. Ring bearer, 
maybe
30. Become 
friendlier
33. Friendly
34. "Not on ___!"
37. Informal name 
for mother
38. Bar bill
39. Web Browser

41. Catch a 
glimpse of
43. Become 
unhinged
47. Strongly favours 
one political party
51. Egyptian 
Title (plr)
52. Antares, for one
53. One who treats 
another badly
54. "Fantasy 
Island" prop
56. Purvey-
ors of Doom
57. Goes on and on
58. Fighting
61. Hilo feast
63. Spooky 
mind matters
66. It's a wrap
67. K follower
69. Run away 
from debts
72. Exchange blows
73. Little inn
74. Door fastener
77. Character
78. Half a baby is
79. Italy's domain
80. Bikini, e.g.
82. Bonanza find
83. Consecrate
84. "Yadda, 
yadda, yadda"

85. Born's partner
86. Indonesian 
soy product
87. Adverb

DOWN
1. interested in 
handmade objects
2. Coating of a seed
3. "___ we having 
fun yet?"
4. Loud
5. Like, with "to"
6. In perfect 
condition
7. English race place
8. "Be quiet!"
9. "True" if attached 
to the sternum
10. Consumes
11. Running 
out of clues for 
2-letter words
12. Lecterns
15. Pasta choice
16. Small Cyprin-
idae fish
17. Crash site?
19. Blow chunks
22. "Oh, ___!"
23. Center
25. Heirloom 
location
27. Debaucher
31. Catkin

32. Toast
35. Blocks
36. Baseball stat
39. Hero
40. A pint, maybe
42. Concealed
43. Pay ___
44. Steel structure 
for military use
45. Fifth, e.g.: Abbr.
46. The "p" in r.p.m.
48. Willow
49. Hard to pin down
50. "The ___ Daba 
Honeymoon"
54. Small amount
55. Dash
58. Done during 
leisure time
59. "O" in old 
radio lingo
60. Half a dozen
62. High mountains
64. Zeno, notably
65. "Check this out!"
68. Macbeth, for one
70. Not fruit
71. Baffled
75. Bit
76. FedEx, say
79. Anger
80. Dracula, at times
81. ___ power
82. Together, they 
could be a bore

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword 
is only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

 ↆ X - W O R D  ↆ S U D O K U

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Worship: 9:30am

What Are You Seeking?

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Erv Wiens preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 
outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

Spaghetti Squash 'Pasta' with Walnuts and Sage
 ▢ 2 spaghetti 

squash, halved and 
seeds removed 

 ▢ 1/4 cup extra 
virgin olive oil 

 ▢ 1 tsp. salt

 ▢ 1/2 tsp. freshly 
ground black 
pepper

 ▢ 2 small red 
onions, diced 

 ▢ 1 pkg. roughly 

chopped fresh sage 

 ▢ 1 cup unsalted 
walnuts, roughly 
chopped 

 ▢ 1/2 cup white 
wine

1. Preheat oven to 
425°F. Line baking sheet 
with parchment paper.

2. Place squash cut side 
up on prepared baking 
sheet; sprinkle evenly 
with half each of the oil, 
salt and pepper. Turn 
halves over; add a little 
water and roast cut side 
down in centre of oven for 
25 to 30 minutes or until 

golden and very tender.

3. Heat remaining 1 Tbsp. 
oil in large frying pan over 
medium heat; cook onions, 
stirring, for 1 minute. Add 
sage, walnuts and remain-
ing salt and pepper; cook 
for 4 to 5 minutes, stirring 
often, or until onions are 
tender and golden. Pour 
in wine; simmer, stirring 
occasionally, for 3 to 4 

minutes or until thickened 
and wine is absorbed.

4. Shred cooked squash 
into long strands using 
two forks making sure to 
remove all useable parts 
of the squash. Gently toss 
into frying pan with walnut 
mixture until combined 
and heated through. 
Divide between two bowls; 
serve immediately.

It’s squash season, with more 
options than pumpkin pie

Between trying to milk 
every last bit out of 

this year’s patio season 
and perhaps procrasti-
nating on our leaves or 
pre-winter garden clean 
up, passing Thanksgiv-
ing and moving towards 
Halloween clearly puts us 
deep into the fall.

We may very well have 
enjoyed some form of 
squash this past weekend, 
whether it was a table 
decoration, hot vegetable 
or, of course, a slice or two 
of pumpkin pie, piled high 
with real whipped cream.

Squash are authentic 
to our harvest festival, 
as many varieties are 
native to North and South 
America and are even part 
of the Indigenous people’s 
“Three Sisters” method of 
farming, which is a story 
for another day.

There are many 
species of orange-fleshed 
squashes that can be 

interchangeable in most 
recipes such as butternut 
or buttercup, acorn or even 
pumpkin.

Other than zucchinis, 
there is another type of 
squash commonly found 
in your local grocery 
store:“spaghetti’ squash. 

Unlike the name 
“squash” itself, which 
fits many other varieties 
as they can literally be 
squashed upon cooking, 
the spaghetti variety 
behaves a little differently.

When cut open, it 
doesn’t look much differ-
ent other than having 
more of a yellowy flesh 
than some of the more 
orangey varieties. After 
cleaning, the secret is to 
essentially steam them 
whole until they just start 

to soften. After allowing 
to cool enough to touch 
without causing perma-
nent scarring to your 
hands, you will then find it 
is quite fibrous and stringy 
inside such that it does in 
fact resemble spaghetti,  
which you can gently 
remove with a fork.

You could of course 
serve this as a side vege-
table if you like, but it’s 
great fun to serve as a main 
course.

Now you have a “pasta” 
that’s equally gluten-free, 
plant-based, vegan and full 
of nutrients ... and tastes 
pretty darn good to boot!

You could simply serve 
it with your favourite pasta 
toppings but this gives you 
something a little differ-
ent. The squash is natu-
rally complemented by the 
nuttiness of the walnuts, 
and who can’t use a little 
nuttiness around dinner-
time?

 ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of 
St. Jacobs, which hosts private events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast and lunch 
in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

 ♥ Shoe and boot mat 
Place a folded-up newspaper beside the door and keep wet and 
muddy footwear on it to prevent staining the carpet.

→FROM 21

CHURCH: 
Sponsoring 
refugees

will allow more people 
from the community to 
take part.

“We'll be reaching out 
to the wider community, 
seeking people to purchase 
the services and the items, 
and having it online is kind 
of a fun thing because I 
think it will increase the 
element of competition in 
terms of the bidding and 
people can more easily 
keep checking back to see 
‘oh, has someone bettered 
my bid?’ and that sort of 
thing,” she added. 

Starting November 13, 
bidding will take place at 
app.galabid.com/bid_for_
freedom.
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WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 
THICK

LAMINATE

$157
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGH
GLOSS

LAMINATE

$197
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICK
VINYL 

PLANKS

$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK

$155
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPED

HARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK
NATURAL

HARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’
AREA RUGS

CLEARANCE

$999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSE

67¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & 
STONE

BACKSPLASH

$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED
CARRARA

TILE

$199
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

��������

3/4” THICK
EUROPEAN 

WHITE OAK
6 STAINS • 6.5” WIDE

$446969
FROM

��������

PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

13” X 13” 
CARRARA TILE

$100
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

12” X 24”
WAVY WALL TILE

$$226969
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

���� ����

��������

NEW FALL NEW FALL 

AREAAREA
RUGSRUGS

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

12” X 24” POLISHED 12” X 24” POLISHED 
FLOORFLOOR

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

����

PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

HANDSCRAPED HANDSCRAPED 
LAMINATELAMINATE

SILVER GRAYSILVER GRAY

$$119797
FROM

��������

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

8” X 8” 8” X 8” 
PRINTED PRINTED 

TILESTILES

$$227979
FROM

����

PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

3/4” THICK ENG. 3/4” THICK ENG. 
RANDOM LENGTH RANDOM LENGTH 

BLACK PEPPERBLACK PEPPER OAKOAK

$$446969
FROM

����

PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

6.5” WIDE 6.5” WIDE 
ENGINEEEDENGINEEED

OAKOAK

$$229999
FROM

����

PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

�������� ��������

NATURAL PINENATURAL PINE
CLICK CLICK 

VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

$$119999
FROM

�����

PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

SPC CLICK SPC CLICK 
VINYL PLANKS VINYL PLANKS 

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$118787
FROM

�����

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

GRAY MODERNGRAY MODERN
LEDGESTONELEDGESTONE

$$449999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 8.99

12MM THICK12MM THICK
+3MM PAD ATTACHED +3MM PAD ATTACHED 

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99
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feel the need to do 
more than wait for the 
symptoms to improve. 
Simethicone, an over-the-
counter gas-relief medi-
cation, is used frequently. 
But a randomized, place-
bo-controlled trial of this 
medication found no bene-
fits for babies with colic. 
If a baby is formula-fed, 
trying a hypoallergenic 
formula may be helpful. In 
breast-fed infants, there is 
some evidence to support 
mothers eating a low-al-
lergen diet, starting with 
avoiding cow's milk.

Research also has shown 
that the probiotic Lacto-
bacillus reuteri seems 
to reduce the amount of 
time breast-fed babies 
with colic cry. Be aware, 
though, that probiotic 

supplementation should 
not be given to an infant 
whose immune system 
or intestinal system is 
compromised, nor should 
it be used for infants who 
have indwelling central 
venous catheters, unless it 
is provided under a physi-
cian's guidance.

Caring for a baby with 
colic can be exhausting. 
Hours of crying can be 
challenging for everyone 
in the household, but 
recognize that crying for 
prolonged periods will not 
hurt your baby. Ask others 
for help and support. Call 
in a friend, relative or 
grandparent for breaks 
that are necessary and 
important. Even an hour 
or two away can make a 
difference. Doctors often 
advise that busy parents of 

colicky infants try to catch 
up on their rest when the 
baby is sleeping.

If you get frustrated 
or upset, it is OK to put a 
crying baby in his or her 
crib for a little while, so 
you can take time to collect 
yourself. Never shake a 
baby.

Be sure to reach out to 
your baby's health care 
provider if your concerns 
continue. He or she may be 
able to offer some useful 
tips on how to manage 
colic, as well as reassur-
ance that colic is tempo-
rary and likely to fade over 
time.
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MAYO: Finding ways to deal with colic, and get some sleep

ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and doesn’t 
replace regular medical care. E-mail 
a question to MayoClinicQ&A@
mayo.edu. For more information, 
visit www.mayoclinic.org.


