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Region sees higher 
testing numbers  
amid slowing of 
COVID-19 cases

CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

After a dramatic doubling 
of cases the previous week, 
the Region of Waterloo 
saw the number of active 
COVID-19 diagnoses grow 
to 156 from 142 at the same 
point last week.

As  well, the number 
of sites experiencing an 
outbreak fell to seven from 
nine. The total number of 
fatalities since the virus 
was first identified in the 
region has remained un-
changed at 120 for weeks 
now.

In the weekly video brief-
ing Tuesday, the region 
noted testing numbers 
continue to rise even as 
it switches to an appoint-
ment-only system. At mid-
week, the total number of 
tests carried out reached 
131,533.

“Please note that we have 
switched the data source 
for our testing data, so you 
will have noticed a pretty 
large one-time jump in test 
counts on our dashboard, 
said medical officer of 

health Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang of 
the testing procedures. “We 
are now collecting the test-
ing data from a provincial 
database, which captures 
both the testing from our 
local testing centres, as 
well as test counts from 
enhanced surveillance.” 

The new system “gives 
a more complete picture 
across our testing region,” 
she added.

Another new addition in 
Waterloo Region is testing 
of asymptomatic individ-
uals at pharmacies, with 
Shopper’s Drug Mart phar-
macies in Cambridge (1500 
King St. E.), Kitchener (235 
Ira Needles Blvd.) and Wa-
terloo (550 King St. N.). 

“The province has put in 
place rules for people that 
would like to seek testing 
at a pharmacy,” said Wang. 
“One rule in particular, 
which is that they are not 
symptomatic, and the 
pharmacist themselves in 
order to set up the areas to 
be safe for taking the test, 
they have all of these oth-
er rules that they have to 
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Julie Logan and daughter Olivia are set for a modified version of Halloween this year courtesy of the Wellesley 
& District Lions Club’s new format. [SEAN HEEGER]

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
now entered the second wave. 
Last weekend alone, Ontario 
saw the highest daily increase 
since the start of the pandemic, 
and the government has started 
to take action to try to limit the 
spread of the virus. 

There have also been changes 
to testing protocols. In Waterloo 
Region, for instance, walk-in and 
drive-through clinics have been 
replaced by appointment-only 
rules. Provincially, the backlog 
grows.

With schools reopening and 
the number of cases rising, there 
have been calls for better testing, 
including one from the Ontario 
Medical Association.

OMA president Dr. Samantha 
Hill says the wait for testing, 
which can span hours at a time, 
are a concern for people wait-
ing to be tested as you could be 
mixing people who are not nec-
essarily sick with those who are 
infected with COVID-19.

“We were unhappy with the 
wait lines that seem to be created 
by the COVID testing as it is cur-
rently instituted. I won’t elabo-
rate too much more, but basically 
the idea that people might have 
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OMA calls  
on province  
to boost testing, 
reduce public's 
wait times

MEDICAL MATTERS

Find alternative ways to celebrate 
Thanksgiving, warns public health

SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Local health officials having put the 
kibosh on a traditional Halloween, 
members of the Wellesley & District 
Lions Club put their heads together 
to come up with some alternatives. 
Instead of kids going door to door, 
they’ll set out pre-packaged bags of 

But Wellesley Lions look to create an experience for kids
Halloween 2020 scared off

treats at special stations around town.
The whole setup will be done with 

coronavirus precautions in place.
“In each subdivision, we might have 

five or six stations that the kids will still 
walk from station to station with their 
costumes,” explained Julie Logan, the 
club’s secretary. “There will be several 
volunteers at each station making sure 

HALLOWEEN | 04
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AlertWR Test, Tornado Warnings 
 & Woolwich Township’s

Siren and Shelter in Place Program

Once you have received the 
initial AlertWR notification 
you can then receive the 
most up to date information 
including when the Tornado 
Warning is Terminated 
through the following 
methods:

Signing up for Environment 
Canada Weather Alerts on 
their Twitter account at 
@ECALERTON82 (this 
option will also notify you of 
when a warning is issued 
within our township)

Downloading the 
Environment Canada 
WeatherCAN mobile 
weather app and sign up for 
notifications (this option will 
also notify you of when a 
warning is issued within your 
existing location assigned in 
the app)

Or by visiting Environment 
Canada’s Alerts Webpage 
for Active Alerts in the 
Waterloo-Wellington area.

It is important to know that 
you may also receive an 
Alert Ready Message from 
Canada’s Emergency 
Alerting System that delivers 
life-saving alerts to 
Canadians through 
television radio and 
LTE-connected and 
compatible wireless devices.

Please note the Township of Woolwich participated in a region-wide test of the AlertWR 
Notification System and on September 28th at approximately 10:30am. A test message was 
issued to all Region of Waterloo residents who currently have contact information in the 
system.

Because of the nature and rapid movement of severe weather systems along with the fact that 
we have now moved to a region-wide alerting system, Woolwich Township’s Siren Program 
will be changing with respect to the notifications received when Environment Canada issues a 
Tornado Warning.

The Township’s Sirens in Breslau, Elmira and St. Jacobs will still be used to notify residents of 
a Tornado Warning, if you wish to receive notification as to why the Sirens are going off (in 
this particular case of Tornado warnings) you will need to register and subscribe for an email 
and/or text notification through the AlertWR System.

To register, visit www.AlertWR.ca/subscribe

Please note the Township of Woolwich participated in a region-wide test of the AlertWR 
Notification System and on September 28th at approximately 10:30am. A test message was 
issued to all Region of Waterloo residents who currently have contact information in the 
system.

Because of the nature and rapid movement of severe weather systems along with the fact that 
we have now moved to a region-wide alerting system, Woolwich Township’s Siren Program 
will be changing with respect to the notifications received when Environment Canada issues a 
Tornado Warning.

The Township’s Sirens in Breslau, Elmira and St. Jacobs will still be used to notify residents of 
a Tornado Warning, if you wish to receive notification as to why the Sirens are going off (in 
this particular case of Tornado warnings) you will need to register and subscribe for an email 
and/or text notification through the AlertWR System.

To register, visit www.AlertWR.ca/subscribe

SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Sometimes it is hard to 
say goodbye, but Dr. John 
Craig is ready to look back 
on his time at the Elmira 
Medical Centre fondly as 
he gets set to sail into re-
tirement on October 5. 

For 39 years, Craig has 
been treating patients at 
the Elmira Medical Cen-
tre, working his entire 
career as a doctor in town. 
Having the opportunity 
to make new friends as he 
has worked to ensure the 
best health of his patients, 
Craig has treated multiple 
generations of patients. 

While his long career in 
town has given him many 
things to remember with a 
smile on his face, he says 
working with the commu-
nity and spending 27 years 
of his career delivering 
babies have been some of 
the highlights.

“Working in Elmira 
has been a real treat – the 
people are so welcoming. 
Working with the Menno-
nite community, having 
Mennonites in your prac-
tice is very educational 
and very rewarding. 
They’re a very reward-

Saying goodbye to the profession he loves

Dr. John Craig is set to retire next week after almost 40 years at the Elmira Medical Centre. [SEAN HEEGER]

ing people to work with, 
they’re so easy to get along 
with and I have learned 
so much from them. The 
other highlights ... I deliv-
ered babies for 27 years. 
We stopped doing it now 
for the last 12 years, but 
delivering babies was a 
real pleasure. Getting to 
bring babies into the world 
and seeing them grow up 
in your practice, that’s 
very rewarding. I even 
had a few patients who I 
delivered them and [then] 
I delivered their children. 
So that was sort of reward-
ing,” said Craig.

Having a nurse for a 
mother inspired him to 
become a doctor. Origi-
nally, he did not think of 
becoming a doctor, instead 
leaning towards becoming 
a professor while he was 
doing his undergraduate 
degree in chemistry at the 
University of Waterloo. He 
says the isolation he felt 
while working in the lab is 
what encouraged him to 
follow his love of working 
with people, leading him 
to apply to medical school. 

“It was science that led 
me into medicine, but it 
was more of the people 
that drew me into medi-

67-years-old, he is two 
years past the date when 
he should have hung up 
his stethoscope. However, 
that rule was not set in 
stone and he chose to keep 
going. In most places, he 
says doctors over the age 
of 65 would reduce their 

hours and not take on so 
much work, but here in 
Elmira that is not possible, 
and he decided to retire 
this year. 

With his time winding 
down, Craig says he feels 
there isn’t much left he 
needs to accomplish, and 
he is happy with the legacy 
he is leaving to the new 
person who will take over. 

“I feel quite satisfied. 
You always feel a little bit 
of guilt [wondering] who’s 
going to take care [of the 
patients], but we’ve got a 
good young family physi-
cian coming in to replace 
me, so I’m not worried. I 
know people will be well 
taken care of, so no I have 
no regrets and I don’t think 
I have anything more to 
accomplish,” said Craig.

As of next week, he will 
no longer have to wake up 
each day and go into the 
office, instead having to 
find new hobbies to occu-
py his time. Craig says he 
does not yet know what he 
is going to do, but he does 
enjoy photography, sum-
mer and winter sports, and 
renovation projects, all 
things he hopes to do now 
that he has additional time 
on his hands. 

cine,” he explained.
He would start medical 

school in 1976 at Western 
University, completing 
that in 1980. After a one-
year rotating internship in 
Regina., Craig got married 
and returned to the Kitch-
ener-Waterloo area – the 

place where his wife is 
from – and heard that the 
clinic in Elmira was hiring. 
He officially started work-
ing at the Elmira clinic in 
November 1981.

Just shy of 40 years 
later, Craig says it is just 
time for him to retire. Now 
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

The Waterloo Catholic District School Board this week 
altered its guidelines covering the attendance of 
sibling(s) of an infected student. Where siblings were 
formerly required to self-isolate until testing negative 
or cleared by a doctor, now they can continue to 
attend school if they display no symptoms. They are, 
however, still being asked to self-monitor. 

Perhaps heeding the adage that you don’t know 
what you’ve got ’til it’s gone, Woolwich council 
this week opted out of a proposal that would have 
swapped township land for a new school and 
improvements to Breslau Memorial Park. While it 
may not have been paradise at risk of being paved 
over, residents out at Tuesday night’s meeting were 
adamant the park was worth saving in its current 
configuration. In a 3-2 vote, councillors agreed. 

From the Oct. 1, 2015 edition of The Observer
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WCDSB COVID UPDATE FROM THE ARCHIVES 

SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

When photo radar cameras 
are rolled out across the re-
gion, the one for Wellesley 
Township will be parked 
on Lobsinger Line in front 
of St. Clement Catholic 
School.

The location was select-

Woolwich Minor Hockey’s U11 Major A Atom players took to the ice at the WMC in Elmira Tuesday 
afternoon [DAMON MACLEAN]

Both the township and user groups have new protocols in place due to COVID-19

Woolwich reopens arenas 
as minor hockey returns

St. Clements school location chosen for photo radar

ENFORCEMENT | 10

ed by township councillors 
meeting Tuesday night. 
Their decision followed the 
region’s plan to go ahead 
with the installation of 
eight sites for automated 
speed enforcement (ASE) 
cameras, principally in 
school zones.

Cameras that automat-
ically track cars speeding 

through school zones 
would reduce the possibili-
ty of collisions, making the 
areas safer for pedestrians 
and cyclists, the region 
argues in approving the 
devices, noting that while 
there hasn’t been a rash of 
collisions to date, the ASE 
program is about prevent-
ing future incidents.

The region opted to 
use photo radar in school 
zones only, though Bill 
65, the Safer School Zone 
act, allows for its use in 
community safety zones as 
well. The restricted use is 
largely due to cost and ease 
of administration, with 
the rollout scaled back this 
year due to budget pres-

sures brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The scaled-back version 
of the ASE program means 
just eight camera locations 
across the region, which 
Coun. Carl Smit called dis-
appointing.

A report by Chris Cook, 
Wellesley’s director of pub-
lic works, noted there were 

two potential locations for 
the installation of the ASE. 
Aside from the St. Clem-
ents spot, the other choice 
was on Queens Bush Road 
in front of Wellesley Public 
School. The location on 
Lobsinger Line was chosen 
because there is more traf-
fic and a higher speed lim-

DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Hockey returned to the 
Woolwich Memorial Centre 
this week, as the township 
reopened one ice pad 
there. That move follows 
the reopening last month 
of the St. Jacobs arena.

The township has new 
procedures in place to 
mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19. 
Likewise, user 
groups such 
as the Wool-
wich Minor 
Hockey Asso-
ciation have 
their own new 
protocols. It’s 
made for an al-
tered experience.

That was noticeable this 
week as municipal staff 
controlled access by hock-
ey players and other users 
at the WMC.

With minor hockey 
back on the agenda, the 
township was attempt-
ing to limit numbers and 
encouraging players to 
change before arriving at 
the facility to minimize 

exposure in change rooms, 
for instance. 

“For the kids, we are 
recommending come as 
dressed as they can be,” 
said recreation manager 
Jennifer Horndl. “We will 
let them into the building 
about 15 minutes prior, but 
everybody has to come in 
as a group, so maximum 
one parent or guardian per ARENAS | 04

Province alters testing 
protocols as COVID-19 
cases spike in next wave

DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

As Ontarians prepare for a 
second wave of COVID-19, 
the province has altered its 
testing protocols. 

The system is falling 
behind the need for tests 
as schools have reopened 
and public demand has 
increased, as witnessed 
by this week’s decision by 
Grand River Hospital to 
halt its drive-through clinic 
due to overwhelming num-
bers.

Instead of aiming for 
widespread testing, the 
Ford government is pri-
oritizing high-risk demo-
graphics and individuals. 
Saying its measures had 
been adequate for the first 
wave of the coronavirus, 
the province now says 
changes are necessary.

“Throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, On-
tario has adhered to public 
health measures and es-
tablished a strong founda-
tion for testing and case 
and contact management 
that allowed us to rapid-
ly identify and contain 

any COVID-19 outbreaks. 
To support this, Ontario 
established a provincial 
COVID-19 lab network with 
capacity for more than 
40,000 daily tests. As the 
trajectory of the COVID-19 
pandemic has changed, the 
province must also adapt 
its approach to testing,” Dr. 
Barbara Yaffee, associate 
chief medical officer of On-
tario, said in a statement 
last week announcing the 
changes.

The amendments to 
testing will still allow for 
symptomatic individuals 
and people that have been 
in close contact with a 
carrier to receive their test, 
she added.

“Publicly funded testing 
will be available and easily 
accessible for those who 
are symptomatic, have had 
close contact with a con-
firmed case, or are part of 
an outbreak investigation. 
In addition, testing will 
continue to be available on 
a targeted basis for specific 
asymptomatic individuals 
who are at greater risk due 
to their health condition 
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WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

child to assist if they need 
any help with tying their 
skates and stuff.” 

With the WMC also op-
erating their pool and fit-
ness centre, to keep traffic 
controlled and straight to 
the specific area, hockey 
teams are now required to 
enter from the rear of the 
building. The township is 
also ensuring user groups 

follow prescribed proto-
cols, and enabling contact 
tracing.

“The trainer for hockey 
would check everybody 
and make sure ... like mi-
nor hockey has their own 
protocol of a pre-screening 
and contact tracing. So, 
they have to maintain a 
list of everybody that’s 
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to wait six hours in line 
with those people who are 
truly sick and probably 
need to be tested more 
than others. Also we bet a 
lot of people who just don’t 
have the patience to stand 
in line for that long so it’s 
a detriment to testing at a 
time when we think that 
testing is really important,” 
said Hill. “What we have 
seen is multiple stories of 
really extensive waitlists, 
including people who 
were there in line with six 
children or elderly people 
who were standing in line. 
And at the Ontario Medi-
cal Association, our job is 
really to try and advocate 
for physicians in the public 
health system. That’s what 
we’re doing on a day to day 
basis and so in the middle 
of a global pandemic, it 

was just necessary for us 
to make a call to try and 
revise that or fix that. It 
was and is still a current 
problem.”

In a release, the OMA 
urged the government to 
do four things to help en-
sure that a patient-centred 
approach was in place to 
combat the second wave. 
The requests included re-
vising criteria to focus test-
ing on priority populations, 
continue the expansion 
of the provinces testing 
capacity, reducing the 
barriers to testing in high 
incidence neighbourhoods 
by continuing to expand 
the use of mobile teams, 
and work with partners to 
expedite the approval and 
implementation of point-
of-care testing which will 
improve the speed of test 
results. 

The government of On-
tario acted by investing 
$1.07 billion to expand test-
ing for COVID-19, as well as  
case and contact manage-
ment within the province.   

“We’ve put over $1 billion 
on the table to help track, 
trace and isolate cases of 
COVID-19 through the larg-
est and most robust pan-
demic testing initiative in 
the country,” said Premier 
Doug Ford in an earlier 
release. “By ramping up 
our daily testing capacity 
to 50,000 tests and closely 
monitoring our long-term 
care homes and schools, 
we can quickly respond to 
any outbreaks and surges 
and stop the spread of this 
deadly virus in its tracks.”

Hill says this is a step 
in the right direction, but 
there is still work to be 
done. 

“Honestly, I think we are 
pleased to see that the gov-
ernment’s moving forward 
with many of the import-
ant changes that we asked 
for, there is still obviously 
work to be done. Some of 
that is about to the lineups 
continuing to be long, but 
some of it is just about the 
capacity of the current in-
frastructure. And so we’re 
committed, the doctors are 
committed and the OMA is 
committed to continuing 
to work with governments 
so that we can speed up 
all of the components of 
getting results. Getting 
testing done more effi-
ciently and getting results 
back faster. It falls, as we 
return indoors including 
kids returning to school the 
testing needs are going to 
continue to increase,” she 
said.

 � TESTING: Doctors organization says the province needs to step up its efforts
FROM 01

follow.” 
Wang noted there should 

be little concern for con-
tracting a virus by visiting 
one of these locations to 
pick up a prescription or 
general shopping.

Given the area has al-
ready experienced a spike, 
health officials were warn-
ing residents to be care-
ful about the upcoming 
Thanksgiving festivities.

“With cases on the rise 
across Ontario, large family 
gatherings will increase the 
spread of COVID-19. The 
virus has spread by people, 
and it spreads easily in 
social settings where peo-
ple may feel more relaxed 
about following precau-

 � CORONAVIRUS: Health officials advise extra precautions going into holiday 
FROM 01

tions. We have a collective 
responsibility to protect 
each other, you can protect 
yourself and your loved 
ones by making plans to 
celebrate Thanksgiving 
safely,” said Wang, sug-
gesting alternatives for this 
year’s holiday could in-
clude a  video call instead 
of in-person festivities. 

She also suggests that 
if people choose to have 
in-person meals to make it 
quick, leave a window open 
to increase airflow, which 
can help reduce transmis-
sion, wear facial coverings, 
and disinfect surfaces.

Wang also advised that 
those who do not need to 
keep 10 people in their 
social bubble further limit 

their number.
“We need to recommit 

to small social bubbles. 
I encourage all of us to 
keep our social bubbles 
small due to the pandemic 
progressing in Ontario. 
Even though the limit and 
Ontario is 10, at this time, I 
would encourage those of 
us who can keep it small-
er,” she said.

At midweek in neigh-
bouring Wellington-Duf-
ferin-Guelph, there were 
45 active cases of the 
virus, putting the total 
for the catchment area at 
650 cases, of which 568 of 
the total cases have been 
resolved (87.4 per cent). 
Thirty-seven cases have 
proven fatal.

The province is dealing 
with a spike that saw the 
highest single-day increase 
in new cases, with 700 re-
ported on Monday. There 
have now been 51,085 cases 
of the virus in Ontario. 
There have been 2,844 
deaths attributed to the vi-
rus – 12 additional fatalities 
in a week – representing 
a mortality rate of 5.6 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
43,450 cases (85.1 per cent) 
have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
156,961 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 nationwide, a 
spike of more than 10,000 
in the past week, with 9,291  
related deaths, a mortality 
rate of 5.9 per cent.

that people are keeping 
their distance and [keeping] 
things safe and that things 
aren’t getting too close. The 
kids grab the candy in bulk, 
and then move on to the 
next station.

“My hope also is that 
we can make it a bit of a 
pumpkin walk as well [and] 
that people will decorate 
their pumpkins ... and put 
them out at the end of their 
property, out at the edge so 
that it’s more of a walk-by 
thing rather than you have 
to go up to the houses,” she 
added.

Logan deems the club’s 
plan safer than the normal 

Halloween as she worries for 
her eight-year-old daughter 
going up to houses to get 
candy. She says it’s not just 
the candy that comes from 
the house that can instill 
fear, but also not knowing 
the house and the physical 
act of ringing a doorbell.

She says the club has 
yet to have a meeting on 
this to iron out the details, 
however, more will become 
available as the holiday 
approaches. Currently peo-
ple are donating candy to 
the event, and Logan says 
high school students have 
volunteered their time to 
work the tables and ensure 
the candy is given out and 

safety is maintained. The 
township recreation board 
has also offered a donation 
to help with costs associat-
ed with the event.

Right now their plan 
could very much be up in 
the air if the region’s Public 
Health department chooses 
to shut them down. Logan 
says she has spoken with 
Mayor Joe Nowak about the 
idea and was informed that 
things should continue to 
move forward unless the 
situation changes. 

Despite everything, Lo-
gan says she is doing this 
because she wants to make 
sure there’s still fun this 
Halloween.

“Even though things are 
not the same as they’ve 
always been, we can still 
make it fun – we can 
modify it and make it fun. 
Someone posted on one of 
the Facebook comments 
[that] this might actually 
be the Halloween that kids 
will remember because it’s 
so different.”

 �HALLOWEEN: Looking to keep things sweet Oct. 31
FROM 01

comes,” said Horndl. “We 
screen them. We take them 
through the process for 
the questions, just to make 
sure. And then they’re re-
sponsible for doing the list 
of their team. 

“Everybody sanitizes 
and then come in with 
their masks on.”

For players, change 
rooms are open with re-
duced numbers to ensure 
physical distancing can be 
met. For parents, a section 
of seats is open in the view-
ing area that is disinfected 
and cleaned by the fogger 
after each session has fin-

ished. The running track, 
however, remains closed.

The township also re-
leased a video demonstra-
tion of what hockey players 
will experience when they 
come back on the ice. 
Horndl notes that the rules 
and protocols put in place 
are subject to change with 
the state of COVID-19 and 
new information that may 
develop.

At the WMC Tuesday af-
ternoon, Michael Birming-
ham, an assistant coach 
with Woolwich Minor 
Hockey , says the return to 
play has been positive.

“It’s been pretty good. 

 � ARENAS: Hockey's back, but with a few changes
FROM 03 We’re only on the second 

day so far, but I think the 
kids are very excited. There 
was a lot of smiles coming 
out of the arena,” he said. 
“Everybody followed the 
protocol the way they were 
supposed to, and it went 
very smooth. The arena 
and the township staff 
have been great.”

From his perspective, 
registration numbers 
have been close to normal 
years, though some kids 
from outside the area who 
might opt to play in the 
township “have stayed in 
their own public health 
unit to play.”

Restrictions have been put in place by the township and WMHA to ensure social distancing measures and other COVID-19 
prevention protocols are met [DAMON MACLEAN]
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ATTENTION ELMIRA MEDICAL 
PATIENTS ONLY

Elmira Medical Centre
2 Park Ave. W., Elmira | 519-669-5493

FLU    CLINICS

We are running Saturday flu shot 
clinics, beginning October 31st, for 

our patients UNDER THE AGE OF 65.

Please call to book an appointment. 

Due to the COVID 19 Pandemic, 
this year flu shots will be given by 

APPOINTMENT ONLY

NO WALK-INS 

Police have launched a cy-
bercrime awareness cam-
paign in efforts to educate 
the public on cybercrime 
trends in Waterloo Region.

Throughout the cam-
paign, the Waterloo Re-
gional Police Service will 
highlight several topics 
and share prevention tips 
to help keep community 
members informed and 
safe. 

Cybercrime can take on 
several different forms, 
including online identi-
ty theft, financial fraud, 
stalking, email spoofing, 
information piracy and 
forgery, internet child 
exploitation, and ran-
somware, police said in a 
release.

Internet Child 
Exploitation
The internet creates op-

portunities for child pred-
ators to access images or 
use gaming or online chats 
to lure children. Parents 
are encouraged to have 
ongoing conversations 
with their children and 
implement guidelines with 
respects to the internet. 
Parents and caregivers are 
encouraged to:
• Know your children’s 

online activities.
• Know who your chil-

dren are speaking with 

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

SEPTEMBER 23

■ 8:43 AM | Waterloo Region-
al Police received a report of a 
theft of marijuana plants from 
a Forrest Avenue residence 
in New Hamburg. The theft 
is believed to have occurred 
sometime overnight. The 
suspect has been described 
as male, approximately 6 feet 
tall, with a slim build. The male 
was last seen wearing black 
track pants, black running 
shoes and a grey hoody. Any-
one with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-9777 
or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

SEPTEMBER 26

■ 1:18 PM | Waterloo Regional 
Police received a report of a col-
lision involving three vehicles on 
Arthur Street South in Woolwich 
Township. A vehicle was being 
driven in a parking lot, when 
the driver accidentally hit the 
accelerator, causing the vehicle 
to strike a fence and another 
vehicle in the lot. The fence then 
fell on a third vehicle. There 
were no reported physical 
injuries, and no charges were 
laid as the collision occurred on 
private property. 

■ 2:30 PM | Police were 
called to a single-vehicle 
collision involving an ATV at a 
location on Huron Road in Wil-
mot Township. The operator 

Waterloo Regional Police launch cybercrime awareness campaign

and what images they 
are sharing on the in-
ternet.

• Be sure your children 
use privacy settings on 
all social media plat-
forms.

• Install age-appropriate 
filters.

• Set time limits.
• Pick a designated 

room in the house, 
such as a living room 
or kitchen, where the 
child can be monitored 
while they are online.

• Be aware of different 
streaming applications, 
including the ability to 
provide location and 
the risks that they pose 
to your child.

Password and Privacy
To avoid cyber attackers 

from stealing or guessing 
passwords, please follow 
these safety tips:
• Use passphrases in-

stead of simple pass-
words, as a string of 
words is stronger than 
simple passwords. 

Avoid things such as 
your pet or children’s 
names.

• Install software up-
dates.

• Use multi-factor 
authentication to 
unlock your device or 
accounts – there are 
hardware or software 
based authentication 
tools.

• Secure your social me-
dia and email accounts 
by applying all securi-
ty and privacy settings.

of the ATV was transported to 
an out-of-region hospital with 
serious injuries. A passenger 
was transported to a local hos-
pital. The collision occurred on 
private property. 

■ 2:35 PM | Emergency 
services responded to the 
scene of a single-vehicle 
collision on Road 116 in 
Wellesley Township. The 
vehicle was travelling south 
on Road 116 when the vehicle 
left the roadway and rolled 
into a farm fi eld, coming to 
a rest on its roof. Two adult 
occupants were transported 
to an out-of-region hospital 
with serious injuries. The 
roadway was closed until 8 
p.m. while members of Water-
loo Regional Police Service’s 
Tra�  c Unit and the Ontario 
Provincial Police investigated. 
The investigation is ongoing, 
and charges are pending. 
Anyone with information is 
encouraged to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-8477.

SEPTEMBER 28

■ 1:15 PM | Emergency ser-
vices responded to the scene 
of a collision  on Arthur Street 
south of Elmira at the CN Rail 
crossing. A school bus had 
stopped at the railway tracks 
following safety protocol, 
with four-way fl ashing lights 
activated. A transport truck 

and SUV were stopped behind 
the school bus. A short time 
later, another transport truck 
travelling north collided into 
the rear of the SUV, causing 
it to collide with the transport 
truck ahead. The SUV left 
the roadway as a result of 
the collision and came to 
rest in a ditch. The driver 
and passenger of the SUV 
su� ered non-life-threatening 
injuries and were transported 
to hospital. The driver of the 
transport truck that caused 
the collision, a 47-year-old 
male, was charged with ‘care-
less driving causing bodily 
harm.’ The school bus was 
not involved in the collision. 
Speed and alcohol were not 
considered factors in the 
collision. Arthur Street South 
northbound lanes were closed 
for several hours while Water-
loo Regional Police Service’s 
Tra�  c Unit investigated.

■ 1:30 PM | Wellington 
County OPP responded to a 
single-vehicle on Wellington 
Road 21 involving a pick-up 
truck that was being operated 
in a dangerous manner prior 
to the collision. A westbound 
pick-up truck with two occu-
pants was weaving in and out 
of tra�  c at a high rate of speed 
and forcing other vehicles to 
take evasive action to avoid 
a collision. The investigation 
revealed that following the col-
lision, a taxi driver with a fare 

onboard stopped to render 
assistance to the occupants 
and as a result they attempted 
to steal the cab and assaulted 
the customer that was inside. 
Further investigation revealed 
that the pick-up was stolen 
from Kincardine and the same 
suspect was involved in 
fuel thefts in the County. A 
25-year-old Kincardine man 
was charged with two counts 
of ‘theft under $5,000,’ ‘opera-
tion while prohibited,’ ‘posses-
sion of property obtained by a 
crime over $5,000’ and ‘fail to 
comply with probation order.’ 
A 27-year-old Kincardine man 
was charged with ‘theft over 
$5,000,’ ‘dangerous opera-
tion,’ ‘possession of property 
obtained by a crime over 
$5,000’ and ‘assault.’ Both 
accused will appear at the On-
tario Court of Justice - Guelph 
at a future date to answer to 
the charges.

SEPTEMBER 29

■ 2:10 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to Bridge Street and Ebycrest 
Road in Woolwich Township 
for a single-vehicle collision. 
The driver of a black Kia Rio 
hydroplaned after striking a 
puddle. The vehicle left the 
roadway, and struck a pole 
before landing in the ditch. No 
one was injured, but the driver 
was charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

• Consider an off-line 
password security man-
ager to generate and 
store your passwords.

Ransomware
Ransomware is malicious 

software that infects your 
computer and displays 
messages demanding a fee 
to be paid in order for your 
system to work again. A 
common form of payment 
is through cryptocurrency 
(i.e. Bitcoin).

The best way for busi-
nesses and/or individuals to 
protect themselves is to use 

good cybersecurity mea-
sures. This may include:
• Ensure operating sys-

tems have up-to-date 
anti-virus and mal-
ware protection.

• Back up data and store 
it off-line or in a cloud.

• Contact police. Every 
report reduces a cy-
ber-criminal’s ability 
to trick people and 
companies with their 
ransomware.

For additional resources, 
visit: www.wrps.on.ca/on-
linesafety.

CHAIN-REACTION COLLISION AT RAIL CROSSING

Two people were sent to hospital with serious, but not-life-threatening injuries following a three-vehicle collision Mon-
day afternoon on Arthur Street south of Elmira. The driver of one of the trucks involved faces charges of careless driving 
causing bodily harm. [SEAN HEEGER]
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No appetite for lockdowns, but we'll have to follow the rules
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

As we embark on a sec-
ond wave of COVID-19, 
pandemic fatigue and 

the financial crunch mean we’re 
unlikely to see widespread lock-
downs.

But as other jurisdictions 
including Quebec have shown, 
we could see some rolling back 
to early stages of the econom-
ic reopening plan, along with 
geographically contained lock-
downs.

What we’re already seeing is 
an actual crackdown on busi-
nesses and individuals who flout 
coronavirus regulations when it 
comes to large gatherings, lack 
of social distancing and a refusal 
to wear masks. Big parties, par-
ticularly among students, are 
a particular topic of official ire 
– see, for instance, Western Uni-
versity’s investigation of some 
100 students after campus police 

broke up parties at university 
residences over the weekend.

The need to move on such 
gatherings is apparent both in 
the spike in overall cases – we’re 
back to levels not seen since 
early on in the crisis – and the 
increase in the number of those 
under the age of 40. The demo-
graphics have shifted, perhaps 
driven by a sense the virus is 
less harmful to younger people 
and the increasingly prevalent 
COVID fatigue.

It’s true that younger people 
are less likely to get sick or die if 
they contract COVID-19, in the 
absence of underlying health 
conditions, but there are no 
guarantees that will be the case. 
More to the point, young people 
carrying the virus, especially if 
they’re asymptomatic, can easily 
spread it to others, including 
those more likely to get sick and 

die.
Beyond the potential loss of 

life, there’s a risk larger numbers 
of patients could overwhelm 
the health care system, an even 
bigger worry heading into flu 
season. Flattening that curve 
is precisely why we went into a 
lockdown last spring, and offi-
cials are justifiably worried about 
a repeat of those circumstances. 

At this point, however, a num-
ber of us questioning whether 
any and all of the measures 
taken to curb the spread of the 
virus were warranted: the death 
toll has been relatively small, 
and largely restricted to those 
already among the most vulner-
able from a health perspective. 
There’s a growing sentiment in 
public forums that the age of 
those with the virus is skewing 
younger is another reason to 
ease off restrictions if the goals is 

to protect those most likely to get 
very sick and/or die.

Such arguments may be mis-
guided – and self-serving for 
those looking to get back to life 
as normal – but they will factor 
into how government officials 
respond: restrictive measures are 
a harder-sell among certain parts 
of the population.

That’s not to say we should 
aim for herd immunity, let na-
ture run its course and get back 
to business as usual. There are 
undoubtedly those who ad-
vocate such an approach, but 
that’s just not an option. Finding 
some middle ground is the job of 
health officials and government 
officials, particularly at the fed-
eral level. 

Just now in Ottawa, however, 
the battle is over financial sup-
ports, as the economy remains 
precarious and many Canadians 

are still out of work. The Trudeau 
government is attempting to 
speed through new income 
support programs that were an-
nounced last month. The mea-
sures are to replace the expired 
Canada Emergency Response 
Benefit (CERB) of $500 a week 
with an enhanced employment 
insurance system, which comes 
with a price tag of at least $37 
billion. The economics of the 
situation do matter.

There’s no way to make society 
100 per cent safe, but acting re-
sponsibly is an option each of us 
can and must undertake. Again, 
we need only look at the renewed 
outbreaks in the U.S. to see 
what happens when the proper 
precautions are not in place ... 
and when significant numbers 
of people fail to do what’s right 
for themselves, others and their 
communities.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

I t’s probably Azerbaijan 
that started the shoot-
ing in this latest round 

of fighting with neighbour-
ing Armenia. Which is not 
to say that it’s all Azerbai-
jan’s fault.

The killing that started 
on Sunday is the biggest 
clash since the cease-fire 
of 1994: helicopters shot 
down, tanks blown up, and 
dozens of soldiers dead 
already. It could go the 
distance – the 1992-94 war 
cost 30,000 lives and drove 
a million people from their 
homes – or it could die 
down in a few days. But it 
won’t settle anything.

In the Caucasus, neigh-
bouring countries can be 
wildly different: Azerbaijan 

It could get ugly 
again in Armenia 

and Azerbaijan 

is Shia Muslim and speaks 
what is really an eastern 
dialect of Turkish, while 
Armenia is Orthodox Chris-
tian and speaks a language 
that has no known relatives 
within the Indo-European 
family. But the two coun-
tries share a long history of 
oppression.

They both spent almost 
a century in the Russian 

Local arenas are back to it, but there might be some changes in the hockey action ...

“I believe that now more than ever, people are looking 
to science for answers. They want answers, they want 
information, and they want to know when a vaccine 
will be ready so that life can get back to normal. I 
don’t think that there has been a time in history when 
so many people in the world knew what a virus is.” 

University of Waterloo science professor Jozef 
Nissimov on the importance of science literacy.

Two-thirds (65%) of Canadians aged 65 and older 
now own a smartphone, compared to 58% in 2019, 
and most who own one (83%) use it daily. During the 
pandemic, seniors have increased their use of video 
calls as a way to communicate with family and friends. 
Some 23% of Canadians 65+ now use video-calling 
on their smartphones, twice as many as in 2019; 6 in 
10 of whom report increased use due to COVID-19.  

Environics Research poll

SEE DYER | 08

GWYNNE DYER 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Controlling population growth is key to fighting climate change

N o matter your take on 
anthropogenic climate 
change, there’s no deny-

ing the weather extremes we’re 
seeing of late. From floods to 
wildfires, hurricanes to mud-
slides, the world is experiencing 
record-high temperatures and 
associated disasters.

There’s been plenty of talk 
about climate change, but little 
action – toothless agreements 
and loopholes allow everyone 
to go on polluting and emitting 
greenhouse gases. Carbon taxes 
are little more than ineffective 
money grabs that never get to 
the heart of the matter, though 
they do allow some governments 
to pay lip service to the problem.

In the end, there’s one issue 
that needs to be addressed when 
it comes to combating climate 
change – and a host of other 
global woes: overpopulation.

There are currently more than 
80 million people added to the 
global population each year. The 
UN projects that without further 
action to address population 
growth, there will be two billion 
more people by 2050, and three-
and-a-half billion more by 2100. 
Considering that we’re sitting at 
7.8 billion today and the place 
is a mess, those numbers don’t 
bode well. 

The world’s population is pro-
jected to grow from 7.7 billion 
in 2019 to 8.5 billion in 2030 (10 
per cent increase), and further to 
9.7 billion in 2050 (26 per cent) 
and to 10.9 billion in 2100 (42 per 
cent). The population of sub-Sa-
haran Africa is projected to dou-
ble by 2050 (99 per cent). Other 
regions will see varying rates 
of increase between 2019 and 
2050: Oceania excluding Austra-
lia/New Zealand (56 per cent), 
Northern Africa and Western 
Asia (46 per cent), Australia/New 
Zealand (28 per cent), Central 
and Southern Asia (25 per cent), 
Latin America and the Carib-
bean (18 per cent), Eastern and 
South-Eastern Asia (three per 
cent), and Europe and Northern 
America (two per cent). 

It took thousands of years for 
us to reach a population of one 
billion by 1804. However, it took 

only 123 years for us to double to 
two billion in 1927. The popula-
tion hit four billion in 1974, and 
just 41 years later, we’ve added 
another 3.3 billion. Such is the 
power of exponential growth.

As a closed system with finite 
resources, the planet can only 
do so much for its inhabitants, 
which includes a long list of 
animals and plants not labelled 
‘home sapiens,’ a fact we over-
look at our peril. Every person, 
even one living the most basic 
of existences – an altogether too 
common scenario in much of the 
world – puts a demand on the 
ecosystem. We all need air, water 
and food as a minimum. Pro-
viding just that places another 
burden on the planet; those of us 
living in the consumption-mad 
West each place far more stress 
on those resources.

We are deluged with stories 
about climate change, food 
shortages, peak oil, epidemics 
and a host of similar unsettling 
facts. At the root of all those 

problems is the issue of popula-
tion. Quite plainly, there are too 
many of us.

“Unsustainable population 
growth is a leading contributor 
to the biggest crises facing our 
planet. It’s clear that without a 
sustainable global population 
the UN’s Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals will not be met, 
putting both people and planet 
at risk,” says Robin Maynard, 
director of Population Matters. 
“Enabling universal voluntary 
access to modern family plan-
ning is a crucial recognition of 
women’s reproductive rights and 
will significantly contribute to 
addressing the environmental 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

and resource crises undermin-
ing the wellbeing of people glob-
ally.”

While most of the growth has 
been and will continue to be in 
other parts of the globe, there is 
that closed system we discussed. 
Not to mention that the smaller 
number of us in North America 
and Europe use substantially 
more resources. With other 
countries striving to follow our 
lead, the trend is not healthy. 

It’s no coincidence that over-
population figures prominently 
in dystopian books and films 
– large numbers of humans is a 
likely catalyst for environmental 
collapses leading to wars over 
food and water, competition for 
scarce resources, a premium on 
living space, and the potential 
for disease and rampant epi-
demics. Then there’s the near 
certainty that such crises would 
lead to nightmarish authoritar-
ian police states, the kind we’re 
already building. 

There are those, of course, who 

dismiss any such ideas. Every-
thing is fine. Or, if it’s not, we’ll 
find solutions, technological 
fixes. Don’t worry, be happy.

People of this mindset point 
out that many past doomsayers 
have been proven wrong. They’ll 
note how the famous warnings of 
English scholar Thomas Malthus 
(An Essay on the Principle of 
Population), whose name gives 
rise to the adjective Malthusian 
, failed to come to pass. Or point 
the predictions of more recent 
prognosticators such as Paul Eh-
rlich (The Population Bomb) as 
being proven wrong.

Interestingly, both Malthus’ 
and Ehrlich’s forecasts were in 
fact sideswiped by technology. In 
the case of Malthus, he could not 
have predicted that the forms 
of energy of his time – food for 
manual labourers and animals, 
wood for burning – would be 
supplanted by an explosion of 
fossil fuel uses. A similar thing 
happened in Ehrlich’s time with 
the massive use of technology – 
fertilizers, pesticides, irrigation 
– to grow food for the expanding 
billions.

Those very technological 
“fixes” have come with a high 
price, however. We’re seeing 
some of that climate change and 
the drawing down of aquifers in 
some of the most heavily irri-
gated spots, very notable right 
now in California and environs. 
There’s every indication that 
technology is reaching its peak 
in dealing with the woes of a 
growing population.

In fact, the latest studies by 
the UN show many of its 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals 
are going to fall short, the result 
of sped-up changes with which 
we’re unable to keep pace.

Still, it’s not all doom and 
gloom, says Maynard.

“Ageing populations and the 
economic risks and opportuni-
ties they signify must be planned 
for and can be planned for, with-
out abusing people’s rights, cat-
astrophising and alarmism. We 
have the ingenuity and resources 
to face demographic challeng-
es. True catastrophe lies in a 

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

THE GREAT OUTDOORS

The straight poop on the dos and don’ts of hunting

If you want to evaluate 
how experienced an 
outdoorsperson is, just 

lead him or her to a pile of 
animal scat. I can think of 
no better test.

Scat, after all, is the one 
animal sign that no out-
doorsman can resist spec-
ulating on. Whole books 
have been written about it.

In fact, most outdoorsy 
types pride themselves in 
being experts on the sub-
ject. Still, the level of exper-
tise is based on experience.

An inexperienced out-
doorsperson will look at 
a pile of animal scat and 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

know enough to say “Care-
ful not to step in it.” Or, if 
they are really inexperi-
enced, when you point it 
out and ask, “What do you 
make of this?” they will 
look at you and reply, “You 
should probably see a doc-
tor – and soon.”

An experienced outdoor-
sperson, on the other hand, 
will smile like a Cheshire 
cat upon the discovery 
because they look upon a 
pile of animal scat as an 
opportunity to showcase 
their vast storehouse of 
knowledge. 

This will begin with them 

dramatically getting down 
on one knee and studying 
the scat in question as if 
it were an important clue 
at the scene of a murder. 
Sometimes, they will poke 
at it with a stick so they can 
provide a more professional 
assessment.

Then, after a long, 

thoughtful pause, they will 
open with something like, 
“Well, it appears as if this 
pile of scat was dropped 
34 hours and 21 minutes 
ago by a buck deer that 
will be four years old on 
May 12. Judging from the 
pile’s trajectory, weight and 
impact profile, he is about 
168 pounds and has spin-
dly antlers with 7 points 
on the left side and six on 
the right. He walks with an 
almost imperceptible limp 
due to an injury received 
jumping over a blown-
down tree – most likely a 
yellow birch – last summer 

after a heavy rainfall…”
Before you can respond, 

he or she will also access 
the scat’s degree of fresh-
ness, what the buck had 
been eating, how many 
siblings it has, who its 
half-brothers are, the over-
all health of its digestive 
system, which direction 
it was headed, its state of 
mind before and after the 
defecation, where it will 
bed this winter, what direc-
tion the wind was blowing 
at the time, the relative 
humidity and moon phase 
during the event and 
whether or not the baro-

metric pressure was rising 
or dropping at the time.

By the time the evalua-
tion is over, you will have 
received a fairly detailed 
life history of the animal, 
along with a psychological 
profile that will help you 
better understand the spe-
cies as a whole.

But lest you think the 
outdoorsman in question is 
full of himself or something 
else, he or she will end with 
a humble statement like, 
“Of course, I might be a 
little off on its blood pres-
sure and heart rate. After 

GALEA | 08

KANNON | 08
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empire, got their indepen-
dence back briefly during 
the Revolution, and then 
spent another 70 years as 
part of the Soviet Union. 
When they both got their 
independence again in 
1991, however, they almost 
immediately went to war.

That was Joseph Sta-
lin’s fault.  When he was  
Commissar of Nationality 
Affairs in 1918-22, he drew 
the borders of all the new 
non-Russian ‘Soviet Re-
publics’ in the Caucasus 
and Central Asia according 
to the classic imperial prin-
ciple of divide-and-rule. 
Every ‘republic’ included 
ethnic minorities from 
neighbouring republics, to 
minimize the risk that they 
might develop a genuine 
national identity.

In the case of Azerbaijan, 
Stalin gave it the district 
of Nagorno-Karabakh 
(‘mountainous’ Karabakh) 
even though that area was 
four-fifths Armenian in 
population. When the Sovi-
et Union began crumbling 
70 years later, the local mi-
norities in both countries 
started fleeing to areas 
where they would be safely 
in the majority even before 
the war got underway.

The actual war in 1992-94 
was a brutal affair involv-
ing active ethnic cleansing: 
600,000 Azerbaijanis and 
300,000 Armenians be-
came refugees. On paper 
Armenia should have lost, 
for it has only three million 
people to Azerbaijan’s nine 
million, but it actually won 
most of the battles.

When post-Soviet Rus-
sia brokered a cease-fire 
between the exhausted 
parties, Armenia wound 

up holding not only Na-
gorno-Karabakh but a 
large amount of other 
territory (now emptied 
of Azerbaijanis) that con-
nected Nagorno-Karabakh 
with Armenia proper. And 
that’s where the border – 
more precisely the cease-
fire line – remains to this 
day.

I haven’t been near the 
front line since shortly af-
ter that war, so why would 
I claim to know that it’s 
Azerbaijan starting up the 
war again this time? Three 
reasons.

First, Armenia already 
controls all the territory it 
claims and more. However, 
in terms of international 
law it has no legal claim 
to it, and the UN Security 
Council has four times 
called for the withdrawal 
of Armenian troops. Why 
would Armenia draw fur-
ther unwelcome attention 
to the fact that it has been 
illegally occupying ‘for-
eign’ territory for 26 years?

Secondly, Armenia is 
much weaker in military 
terms. Not only has it far 
fewer people but it is poor, 
whereas Azerbaijan has en-
joyed great wealth from oil.  
Both countries buy most of 
their weapons from Russia, 
but in the past two decades 
Azerbaijan has consistently 
outspent Armenia on de-
fence nine-to-one.

Finally, Azerbaijan’s 
‘elected’ dictator, Ilham 
Aliyev, has a strong polit-
ical need for a war right 
now, while Armenia’s new 
leader, Prime Minister Ni-
kol Pashinyan, does not.

Pashinyan came to pow-
er in 2018 in a free election, 
after non-violent protests 
forced out his long-ruling 

predecessor, who was try-
ing to ‘do a Putin.’ (That is 
to say, stay in power when 
he hit the two-term limit as 
president by moving real 
power to the prime min-
ister’s office, and coming 
back himself as prime min-
ister.) Armenia now has 
free media and a popular 
president.

Aliyev is fighting to pro-
long his family’s dynastic 
rule for a third generation 
in the face of popular pro-
tests. His father, Heydar 
Aliyev, was a career KGB of-
ficer who became leader of 
the Azerbaijan Communist 
Party and took over as dic-
tator after the Soviet Union 
collapsed. (This happened 
in most of the Muslim 
ex-Soviet republics.)

Heydar managed to pass 
power to his son Ilham be-
fore he died in 2003. Ilham 
changed the constitution 
to scrap presidential term 
limits in 2009. In 2016 
he even lowered the age 
limit on the presidency, 
to smooth the path to the 
throne for his then 19-year-
old son.

Azerbaijan’s opposition 
parties, despite oppres-
sion, jail and torture, are 
resisting Ilham Aliyev’s 
tyranny, and their most 
effective rallying cry is 
Armenia’s occupation of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. Mobs 
of anti-regime demon-
strators took over central 
Baku last week demanding 
action, and this mini-war is 
Aliyev’s attempt to placate 
them.

It will all die down if 
Armenia can hold on long 
enough for Russia to im-
pose another cease-fire. 
Otherwise, it may get very 
ugly again.

 �DYER:  With Azerbaijan's dictator feeling the heat, there's 
a chance the conflict could get ugly this time around

FROM 06
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all, I didn’t go to medical 
school…”

At that point, it’s best 
not to reveal that you saw 
a young fawn actually cre-
ate the pile in question. 
Because if you do, he will 

To the Editor,
Prime Minister Justin 

Trudeau is unfortunately 
not an environmentalist. 
He says he is because it is a 
popular thing for a liberal 
to say.

If the Teck application 
had not been pulled, he 
would have endorsed the 
project wholeheartedly. 
Anyone who says we need 
a strong airline industry 
is not an environmental-
ist. The airline industry is 
one of the most polluting, 

unnecessary sources of 
pollution and carbon that 
we have.

Trudeau says he wants 
no net carbon by 2050. 
That is a long way off – it 
should be 2040. A lot could 
happen to the Earth before 
2050 even rolls along. 

He put it off to 2050 be-
cause he hopes that by that 
time some pie-in-the-sky 
solution will come along 
that will make it easy. 
That’s just never going 
to happen. It takes tough 

decisions to save the envi-
ronment.

The carbon tax he has 
implemented is useless. To 
be effective, it needs to be 
three or four times more. If 
he did that, people would 
rebel – there are a lot of 
selfish people out there.

Trudeau is not an envi-
ronmentalist, he’s a hypo-
crite. 

I didn’t vote for him. Did 
you?

Wayne Martin, Durham

 ■ Trudeau is no environmentalist

label you a Know-it-all.
The lesson here is, un-

less you’ve got all day, you 
should never point out any 
sort of animal sign to an 
experienced outdoorsman. 
And, if he sees some first, 
the only prudent course of 

action is to tell him you saw 
the animal that did it and 
know all about it.

After that, don’t bother 
speculating. The last thing 
you want is for another out-
doorsman to figure out you 
don’t know crap.

 � GALEA:  Best to give a wide berth to any pile of droppings 
you encounter, and not just for the obvious reason

FROM 07

population too big for the 
planet to sustain, with cli-
mate change uncontrolled, 
biodiversity decimated, 

 � KANNON: Population remains planet's largest hurdle
FROM 07

too little food and water 
for everyone’s needs, and 
billions more trapped in 
poverty.”

Looking at the myriad 

numbers – and there are 
many more highlighting 
the threats – should give 
us pause to think, however. 
Better still, to act.

SIGNS OF THE SEASON

Though perhaps not on the scale of the display at the Food Basics store in Elmira, you can find signs of the season 
popping up around the townships, especially as we head towards Halloween. [SEAN HEEGER]
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

According to a new salary projection survey, 36% of 
Canadian organizations froze salaries in 2020, com-
pared to a pre-COVID forecast of just 2%. This trend 
is likely to hold true for the coming year, with almost 
half (46%) of employers uncertain about whether to in-
crease or freeze salaries and 13% already committed 
to freezing in 2021. 

Natural gas prices are on the rise as of today, as 
Enbridge Gas has received approval from the Ontario 
Energy Board for increases that will see a typical 
residential customer’s bill rise by about $7 to $44 a 
year depending on where they live.

SALARIES FROZEN HIGHER GAS PRICES
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The Ossur Unloader Brace 
may benefit you!

FIELD NOTES

C anadians are edgy 
about whether we’ll 
have enough food 

to get us through the sec-
ond wave of the COVID-19 
pandemic – and whether 
Ottawa is taking the matter 
seriously. Pessimism has 
crept in and it shows.

On Tuesday, the Guelph-
based Canadian Centre for 
Food Integrity joined with 

Second pandemic wave heats up pressure on food support

ROBERTS | 10

the Globe and Mail news-
paper for an online discus-
sion about food security 
– specifically, affordability 
and accessibility. In that 
webinar, the worries were 
underlined, with an excla-
mation mark.

Alarm bells are ringing 
about a potential spike in 
the cost of food. Prices rose 
marginally in the winter 

when the pandemic ar-
rived. Generally, there was 
enough food to go around, 

hoarding aside.
But combined with se-

vere job losses – a situation 
from which we are far from 
recovered – Canadians 
headed to food banks in 
unprecedented numbers. 
The pressure is still on, and 
even a slight increase in 
food costs are extremely 
worrisome.

Governments put a lot of 

money into trying to shore 
up food bank programs.

But what about shoring 
up farmers, the people who 
produce the food?

The prospects of an-
other run on food banks 
has urban food advocates 
concerned. They fear a déjà 
vu situation is inevitable – 
they think a spike in food 
prices is very possible, at 

the same time people who 
were just barely getting 
back to work are going to 
be sent home again or lose 
their jobs as the second 
wave of the pandemic takes 
hold.

Those who were part of 
Tuesday’s webinar don’t 
believe big business is 
going to help them in a 

NEW TO WOOLWICH

Tim Henneberry launched Fog Off Clothing Co., recently relocated to St. Jacobs, with the aim of initiating a conversation about mental health issues.  [SEAN HEEGER]

Newly arrived in St. Jacobs, Fog Off Clothing Co. aims to bring awareness to mental health issues

A fashionable way to break a stigma
BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Since he was a child, Tim 
Henneberry has suffered 
from ADHD (attention 
deficit hyperactivity dis-
order) and OCD (obses-
sive-compulsive disorder). 
Later in life he began to 
battle with anxiety and 
PTSD (post-traumatic 
stress disorder). Henneber-
ry is just one of more than 
6.7-million Canadians that 
has to deal with some form 
of mental health condition 
in their lifetimes. 

In business for himself 
since he was 17 years old 
– by building a seafood 
restaurant in Nova Scotia 
and being a singer song-
writer in Nashville with 
Dolly Parton’s people – 
Henneberry decided he 
wanted to do something 
more to help those with 
mental health problems 
so no one should have to 
travel down a foggy path 
alone. From that decision 
he started Fog Off Clothing 
Co. almost six years ago, 
with an aim at catching 
the attention of others and 
initiating a conversation 
about mental health.

FASHION | 11

While the business is 
only a month old in St. 
Jacobs, the store originally 
started on the East Coast, 
where Henneberry is from, 
and has now migrated here 
to expand their brand and 
messaging.

“I’m not afraid to talk 
about it (mental health 
conditions) and we’re hu-
man beings: we all have fog 
of some form. I just wanted 
to start the brand because 
clothing is a vessel. Fog off 
is a play on words, but the 

fog of course represents 
the mental fog of stress, 
depression, anxiety, bul-
lying, PTSD, bipolar, all 
of those – the list goes on 
and on. So, I just wanted 
to create awareness trying 
to help end the stigma at-

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

tached to mental health by 
using the plain words to get 
the conversation started,” 
said Henneberry. “We are 
all human beings and we 
all have crap going on in 
our life at some point – or 
know someone who does 

have fog. We just need not 
to be afraid to talk about it 
or have a stigma attached 
to it. If someone wakes up 
with the flu, the first thing 
they would do is go on so-
cial media, Facebook, Ins-
tagram and say‘oh, I’m so 
sick with the flu, I had an 
awful night.’ But if some-
one wakes up with anxiety, 
they feel shame. You can’t 
go and talk about it, and 
you should be able to be-
cause anxiety is a lot more 
important, or depression or 
bipolar.”

Bringing awareness and 
chatter to the subject is not 
enough for Henneberry, 
though, as he wants to 
do more to help as many 
people as possible. Each 
month, Fog Off donates 10 
per cent of their net sales to 
a local charity supporting 
people with their mental 
health struggles. So far, 
$67,500 has been donated 
to various organizations in 
the Atlantic provinces. 

Each month on the 
13th, that local donation is 
made. For his first month 
here in the Waterloo Re-
gion, Henneberry donated 
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SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Kennels are fairly com-
mon on-farm businesses 
in Wellesley Township, 
which is home to 21 such 
operations, but running a 
kennel supply store is an-
other matter, one requiring 
special permission from 
council.

Meeting Tuesday night, 
township councillors gave 
the nod to the zoning 
change needed to allow 
that kind of operation on a 
farm at 4340 Lichty Rd.

The property owners 
requested the change 
to diversify the kennel 
business, planning to re-
purpose an existing build-
ing for the sale of items 
related to the operation of 
a kennel, such as supple-
ments, cleaning supplies, 
grooming supplies and 

Wellesley clears way for kennel 
supply store on Lichty Road farm

dog toys.
Following a public meet-

ing, council voted to ap-
prove the necessary change 
to the zoning bylaw. The 
property is zoned as “ag-
ricultural” which would 
ordinarily not allow such 
a business to be operated 
there, however the amend-
ment makes a site-specific 
exception so the business 
can move forward. 

Coun. Shelley Wagner 
raised concerns about oth-
er kennels buying products 
from the new business and 
then selling them within 
their kennels. 

Director of planning 
Geoff VanderBaaren noted 
that was a valid concern, 
pointing out that the 
township bylaw already 
prohibits the sale of such 
items at kennel operations, 
with the new exception of 
the Lichty Road property. 

Any kennel operator found 
to be reselling items would 
be dealt with by the town-
ship’s bylaw enforcement 
department.

He added that kennel 
operators skirting the rules 
could already purchase re-
tail items elsewhere, noting 
a kennel store in the town-
ship could encourage busi-
nesses to work together.

VanderBaaren’s report 
noted this type of op-
erating is said to fall in 
line with other on-farm 
businesses such as pro-
duce stands, art studios or 
workshops. Because the 
new business will be re-
stricted to selling to other 
kennels, there is no prob-
lem with allowing the zone 
change to move forward, 
he argued.

Though now approved, 
there has been no date set 
for opening the business.

 � ROBERTS: We need to put more 
emphasis on boosting the country's 
multi-faceted agri-food system

FROM 09

it. There have also been 
many complaints this year 
alone related to the rate of 
speed being travelled by 
drivers. 

The Region of Waterloo 
will take on all responsi-

or employment, at the di-
rection of the Ministry of 
Health or the Ministry of 
Long-Term Care. Evolving 
our testing guidance in this 
way will support timely 
access to testing for those 
who need it.” 

The province is looking 
to clarify who should be 
going to testing centres: 
Those that are experienc-
ing symptoms of COVID-19 
or have been exposed by a 
confirmed case and been 
notified by the local public 
health unit or COVID-19 
alert app, a coworker or 
co-residents have been 
confirmed positive, eligible 
for testing under the minis-
try of health and or minis-
try of long term care.

Shifts in the protocols 
come as the province ex-
periences daily increases 
in positive cases not seen 
since the spring. Monday, 

 � ENFORCEMENT: Region has scaled back its planned roll 
out of photo radar due to budget constraints

FROM 03 bilities related to the cost 
associated with the imple-
mentation and maintenance 
of all ASE sites. Revenue 
collected by these sites will 
be retained by the region 
and all offences will be paid 
through the region’s provin-

cial offence administrative 
court system. 

Depending on the success 
of the pilot, more locations 
may be added in the future. 

The ASE cameras are ex-
pected to be operational by 
next spring.

 � TESTING: Protocols have changed as province sees a large increase in 
demand; no more walk-ins, appointment only testing in region

FROM 03

for instance, Ontario had 
700 new cases, bringing 
the total number since the 
outbreak began to 51,710.

In announcing the shift 
in testing during a press 
conference last week, 
Premier Doug Ford said, 

St. Mary's runs a testing site at 50 Bathurst Dr. in Waterloo.  [SEAN HEEGER]

meaningful way. They’re 
convinced the answer lies 
in better support for a 
homegrown, locally based 
food system.

Now, that means dif-
ferent things to different 
people. As a rancher from 
Alberta said in the webinar, 
if his locally raised cattle 
are sold to a multinational 
processing company but 
ultimately end up as beef 
at his nearby grocery store, 
is that local? 

It is to him. But many 
people would question it…
including “city” people 
who don’t understand 
how Canada’s highly inte-
grated food system works, 
and the many hands that 
are required in the value 
chain from farm to fork. 
They’d be quicker to call 
the Alberta rancher sce-
nario local if they knew 
more about it; their fears 
of their beef coming from 
unknown sources, such as 
the U.S. or offshore, could 
be allayed.

No question, the food 
system that serves us is 
multi-faceted. At the very 
basis, it’s all about safe, 
nutritious, affordable and 
abundant food.

But then it goes in differ-
ent directions, and so do its 
camps.

For example, local food 
advocates argue there 
should be more support 
for farmers who sell di-
rectly to consumers. At 
Tuesday’s webinar, one 
commented how the pan-
demic opened the eyes of 

many consumers to on-
farm sales.

“Actually buying food off 
the farm, from a farmer… 
we didn’t know that was 
possible,” she said.

Locally, we take on-farm 
sales for granted. When 
you live in a downtown 
Toronto high-rise, you have 
a very different experience 
when it comes to food 
sources.

Other parts of the agri-
food sector think there’s 
not enough support for 
exports. After all, we export 
about half of what we pro-
duce. 

Both sides are right. 
The question is where will 
governments put their 
support?

Logically, it would put 
support where the need 
is the greatest. And that’s 
what it must determine 
now.

But first, the powers-
that-be in government 
have to realize this is a 
burning issue for Canadi-
ans. It’s not political, it’s 
practical, and it’s not hard 
to imagine a scenario in 
which it’s a matter of our 
very survival. 

Of course, when it comes 
to the government, every-
thing is political. But I can’t 
imagine any party saying 
our agriculture and food ef-
forts shouldn’t be stepped 
up and real attention paid 
to making the Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada a 
more senior department 
that has the depth and 
breadth to address Canadi-
ans’ needs.

“Folks, I want to reassure 
you no one that needs a 
test will be turned away.” 

That goal becomes 
somewhat more difficult 
as areas such as Waterloo 
Region switches to ap-
pointment-only testing 
rather than walk-in or 
drive-through.

At midweek, there were 
156 active cases of the vi-
rus, with outbreaks identi-
fied at nine facilities such 
as long-term care homes 
and daycare centres. To 
date, 1,676 people in the 
region have tested positive 
for COVID-19.

The region has boosted 
testing number since earli-
er in the month, complet-
ing about 18 per cent more 
over the last two weeks. 
Provincially, testing num-
bers have jumped to about 
30,000 per day from 25,000 
on September 10.
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1172 Henry Street, Wellesley, ON N0B2T0 | www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com

Prepay your Funeral Services during the month of 
October and SAVE 13% HST. Many payment options available. 

Call Chris at 519-656-2880 for your appointment

Somewhere down the road 
you are going to have to 
think about it.
We all face it, but most of us avoid it: 

Our final preparations. 
But if you plan now, you can save money, 
reduce taxes, preserve your estate and ease 
the emoitional burden on your family.  

Kanya Sesser, champion racer 
Photo by Joni Kabana

www.waterlooregionmuseum.ca

Ken Seiling Waterloo Region Museum
10 Huron Road, Kitchener   |   519-748-1914 TTY: 519-575-4608

Connect with us

Human Plus: Real Lives + 
Real Engineering tells the 
story of how cutting edge 
science and engineering join 
forces to assist the human 
body and improve lives. 

It is no longer 
a conversation 
about  
overcoming 
deficiency... 
It’s a 
conversation  
about 
potential.

“

“

Aimee Mullins, 
Olympic champion, fashion 
model, inspirational speaker 
and double amputee 

On exhibit 
September 25, 2020 
to January 3, 2021

20+ years in business

JULIANE SHANTZ
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

“Our reputation”
is your

“guarantee”

www.earandhearingclinic.com
519-669-4425

69 Arthur St. S. Elmira ON

PARADISE
There’s nothing like the sound of 

PARADISE

TRY IT NOW
BOOK YOUR FREE DEMONSTRATION TODAY

to the Lutherwood Child & 
Family Foundation.

For all the work they 
have done to better the 
community, Fog Off was 
nominated as one of the 
top 50 difference makers 
in mental health in 2018. 
Henneberry says he is 
more than happy to contin-
ue to do this work and not 
receive this type of recog-
nition because he lives this 
life and it is his passion to 
help others.

Since moving to St. Ja-
cobs, he said the business 
has been incredible. Hen-
neberry says the people are 
amazing and he loves the 
small town feel which re-
minds him of home. 

While he is always 
looking to the future, 
Henneberry is currently 

 � FASHION: Owner says response has been incredible 
since he set up shop at St. Jacobs location

FROM 09

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

wrapping his head around 
what’s next for the busi-
ness, but he hopes to 
continue doing the work 
he has been for a very long 

time. 
Visit Fog Off in St. Jacobs 

at 1363 King St. N, or the 
website at www.fogoff-
clothing.com.

Fog Off originally began on the East Coast.  [SEAN HEEGER]
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Autumn is here!

315 Arthur St., S., ELMIRA

519-669-5403
OPEN 8AM-9PM

Locally Owned & Operated by
Doug & Mary Lou Pagett

Bring home a touch of FALL
We have a wide variety of Pumpkins, 
Gourds, Mini Pumpkins, Potted Plants, 
Bulbs, Garden Accessories and more!

HARMANSTOVES.COM

NO PROBLEM!
NO CHIMNEY?

WOOD
PELLETS
IN-STOCK

7293 Wallenstein ON
esmfarmequipment.com“Family Owned Since 1938”

COME FEEL THE HEAT!
DECLARE YOUR ENERGY INDEPENDENCE
 • Install on any Outside Wall of Your Home

 • Looks Like a Stove, Heats Like a Furnace

 • 100% Renewable Energy, Grown Here! 

 • 10x Less Work than a Wood Stove

Now you can experience the warmth and comfort this winter
with a Harman Direct Vent Pellet Stove  

519-669-5176

CALL US
TODAY!

CUSTOM SUMP PUMP SOLUTIONS

Marty Long | 519-749-5025 | www.gartechinnovation.com

Maryhill, ON

No one wants the unnecessary costs of a wet basement!

 | www.gartechinnovation.com

ON
SALE

NOW!
SUMP PUMP
BACKUP POWER UNIT

Tel: 519-699-5411     www.LetUsFloorYou.ca     1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements, ON
The Country Store with the City Stock where 
Quality and Value has been our Tradition since 1995.

CUSTOM

CLEAR-OUT

COMMERCIAL
VINYL PLANK    

/ sq. ft.

$169

WINDOW BLINDS 

 1 colour to choose from

/ sq. ft.

$259
Buy three or more and 

get free installation

FALL SAVINGS
TRUCKLOAD SALE

Vintage 9 -  9”  x  56”  

3 colours in stock

COMMERCIAL
VINYL PLANK    

Zone Stock 6”  x  48”  

2 colours in stock

RESIDENTIAL
VINYL PLANK       

Peel and Stick

/ sq. ft.

$339 VINYL CLIC     

/ sq. ft.

$165

7”  x  72”

ENGINEERED
HARDWOOD     
2 to choose from

STOCK
LAMINATES        

/ sq. ft.

$349
WITH ATTACHED PAD
2 colours to choose from

BUY✓
SPECIAL / sq. ft.

$249
BUY✓
SPECIAL

Starting at

From

ON ALL CARPET REMNANT PURCHASES

FREECARPET 
BINDING 
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5 FORWELL ROAD
AT VICTORIA ST., N., KITCHENER

(519)745-3250
www.bfdrona.com

NEW Order online at rona.ca
and pickup at our store 

G/A

For More Information Call 1-800-827-2153

www.gamachinery.com

3691 Nafziger Road • Wellesley, Ontario 

Make it MORE FUN, LESS WORK. 
Pulls up to 1100 lbs. 

Fits into an SUV or Pick Up.
Compact design let's you get in to 

narrow hard to reach places.

www.snowdog.com

Hunting, Fishing, Fire Wood 
with SNOWDOG the 
Anywhere Machine 

REPAIR & MACHINERY SALES

Perfect For:
• Ice Fishing 
• Hunting
• Camping
• Exploring 
• Farming
• Trapping 

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira  |  519.669.2884
martinselmira.com

BG 50
Gas Handheld Blower

Displacement

Power Output

Weight

27.2 cc

0.7 kW

3.6 kg (7.9 lb)

19995
MSRP $219.95

$499 95
MSRP $609.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $110

RECEIVE A
FREE WOOD-PRO

™

 KIT
with the purchase of any eligible STIHL Chain Saw. 
•  Woodsman® Carrying Case  •  OILOMATIC® Chain  •  STIHL Hat

Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all chain saws, power tools and accessories will remain in effect until 
December 4, 2020. Illustrations and descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of publication and are 
subject to change without notice. STIHL Limited is not responsible for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has 
the final authority to set product pricing. Pricing valid at participating dealers only. See dealer for details.

$19995
MSRP $219.95 

MS 291 
GAS CHAIN SAW
55.5 CC • 2.8 KW •5.6 KG /12.3LB  

LIMITED TIME ONLY
PRICE WITHOUT WOOD- PRO™ KIT

HANDCRAFTED • SOLID WOOD
CUSTOM KITCHENS & CABINETS
Kitchens • Home Offices • Hutches & Buffets • Bedroom Furniture 

Fireplace Mantels • Tables & Chairs • Kitchen Doors & More 

7388 3rd Line, Wallenstein

519-669-4118
See our quality craftsmanship at: 

countrylinefurniture.com

NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO UPGRADE YOUR KITCHEN!

BEFORE AFTER

WITH SUMMER BEHIND US AND THE KIDS 
BACK TO SCHOOL, NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME 
TO GET THAT PROJECT DONE! HERE'S WHAT 
YOU NEED TO GET THE JOB DONE RIGHT.
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

The Shaw Festival announced this week it has can-
celled the remainder of the 2020 season, including its 
annual presentation of A Christmas Carol at the Royal 
George Theatre. While the Shaw Festival’s theatres 
will remain empty in 2020, plans are already under-
way for the 2021 season. Details of the Festival’s 2021 
season will be announced soon, the organization said. 

www.shawfest.com

The Region of Waterloo Arts Fund and London-based 
Good Foundation this week announced an additional 
$50,000 donation to the fund for disbursement 
on behalf of the Good Foundation in its fall 2020 
granting cycle. Together with 2019’s donation, that 
makes $90,000 of support to our arts organizations. 

www.artsfund.ca

SHAW ON HOLD FUNDING THE ARTS

Accreditation 
Number: 38988

Tues, Thur - 9am-7pm
Mon, Wed, Fri - 9am-5pm

Same Care. New Hours.

Julie Wemp and Kelly Martin are two of the artists featured in this year’s Kissing Bridge Trail Studio Tour, which also features a number of pieces depicting the 
West Montrose covered bridge such as those by Frances Gregory, Carolyn Parks and Della Stroobosscher. [DAMON MACLEAN / SUBMITTED]

Kissing Bridge Trail event takes new direction this year, trading artists’ spaces for public and online viewings

Studio tour offers up online options
BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

A switch to digital has been 
inevitable for the team 
running the Kissing Bridge 
Studio tour. After much 
deliberation, the event is 
set to take place October 
24 and 25, displaying 10 
artists’ creative talents in 
the digital world and some 
work in what is being called 
a walkabout.

“It’s going to be a combi-
nation – we’re calling it the 
Kissing Bridge Trail virtual 
and walkabout studio tour. 
That’s a long name, but 
we’ve added ... it’s going 
to be a virtual tour, but it’s 
also going to be a walkabout 
tour, meaning there will be 
four locations, physical lo-
cations where all of our art-
work is on display. And peo-
ple can look at it from the 
safety of the sidewalk or in a 
couple of cases they can go 
inside. But again, socially 
distanced so that they won’t 
be walking into our studios, 
they’ll be going into four 
locations that we’ve picked 
throughout Woolwich,” ex-
plained Carolyn Parks, a St. 
Jacobs-based fibre artist, of 
the new format.

This year will be Parks’ 
first year on the tour, and 
she is excited to see what it 
will bring. 

“I think that there was a 
challenge placed in front of 
us in the beginning because 
the tour was no longer go-
ing to be the traditional stu-
dio tour. But, as you know, 
sometimes restrictions 
and changes require you to 
pivot and innovate. And I 
think we did that: we have a 
fresh look. We’ve got some 
interesting feedback,” she 

ART IN THE TIME OF COVID

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

It was a Wellesley Idol 
unlike any of the others 
since the competition was 
launched in 2005, but in 
the end it was just like all 
the others: a young singer 
was named as winner.

This year, it’s New 
Dundee resident Chiara 
Heard who claimed the 
title after the final round 
over the weekend.

Though the format was 
moved online from in-per-
son performances, the 
process proved beneficial 
to the contestants, the fi-
nal three of whom vied for 
top prize. Heard, 16, edged 
out Conestogo’s Mitch Ro-
emer, 12, and Elmira’s Cas-
sandra Dammeier, 14.

“It feels good,” said 
Heard of the victory. “I 
never really won a compe-
tition before, so it was very 
exciting.” 

For last weekend’s 
finals, videos of Heard 
covering Britney Spears’ 
Toxic and Louis Cappelli’s 
Fade played for the digital 
crowd.

“I thought they both 
suited my voice really well, 
and they were really fun 
and a challenge to do. So, I 
thought they’d be good for 
experience.”

Heard says the Wellesley 
Idol mentorship process 
helped improve her skills 
and knowledge of com-
puters. “I got some really 
good feedback. It was a 
really good experience for 
getting used to this aspect 

Chiara 
wins 
Wellesley 
Idol title

WELLESLEY IDOL | 24STUDIO TOURS | 24
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online: 
observerxtra.com/classified-residential

 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online: 
observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
observerxtra.com/media-kit

Busy medical office
in Woolwich Township 

seeking a

REGISTERED
NURSE (RN)

for casual part-time work.
The successful candidate will be 

flexible to work evenings and 
Saturdays and some week days.

Please submit your resumé to:
elmiramedicalclinic@gmail.com

Controller / Accountant

The Company: EFS-plastics is one of North America’s leading 
plastic recyclers, focused on converting post-consumer mixed 
plastics (#3-7) and plastic film into high-quality resin pellets. As 
global concern around plastic waste rises, EFS looks to grow by 
providing a sustainable alternative to virgin plastic. We currently 
have two locations in Listowel, ON and Hazelton, PA.

• Our mission is to protect the environment and reduce waste 
by processing post-consumer recycled plastics into a viable, 
mainstream resource.

• We believe in being trusted partners for our customers, loyal 
neighbours in our communities, and consistent stewards of 
our environment. 

The Position: We’re looking for an Accountant / Controller who is 
eager to work with our Accounting and Management team. 

Responsibilities:
• Developing and maintaining managerial reporting and 

statistics to ensure relevant information is communicated to 
management

• Ensuring that records are maintained to report in accordance 
with generally accepted accounting principles

• Responsible for financial forecasts and projections and oversee 
internal accounting control policies and procedures

• Interpreting and reporting operating results as they affect the 
financial aspect of the organization

•  Working with our external accountant on year ends

Requirements:
• Chartered Professional Accountant or equivalent
• 5 years experience in financial analysis for manufacturing
• Experienced with Sage 50 and Excel
• Motivated and self-driven
• Excellent communication skills
• Work well in a team environment

Why Should You Apply? 
• Receive a competitive salary and leading industry benefits 
• Maintain a healthy work-life balance by working 1-2 days

per week from home after the probation period
• Be on the frontier of addressing the growing plastic 

waste problem

Please apply by email: jobs@efs-plastics.ca

Grow the circular economy and your career with us.

Taylor Gerber & Associates is a Bookkeeping and Accounting 
firm based in Elmira. We work with businesses throughout 
southwestern Ontario, supplying bookkeeping and back o�ce 
support. TGA provides service through onsite, cloud, online 
and in o�ce solutions for full cycle bookkeeping, reporting, 
outsourced CFO and tax needs.
TGA has openings for 2 Junior Bookkeepers to join our team. 
Must be able to work independently, code transactions 
confidently in various accounting software programs and a 
range of industries and have a good understanding of the 
requirements of Corporate and Small business YE processes.  

The successful candidate will have 2 years’ experience in a 
public accounting setting and will be able to switch fluently 
between client files.
If you would like to work for a company that is using cutting 
edge technology, provides education and professional updates, 
has a friendly professional atmosphere, looks after our clients 
first, provides a flexible schedule and plenty of opportunity, with 
benefits and competitive pay, this position might be for you.

Please submit your resume to: applicant@taylorgerber.ca

We thank all candidates for applying, we will contact 
only those being considered for the position.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

SEE PAGE 16 
FOR MORE 
AUCTIONS AND 
GARAGE SALES

LIVE AUCTION SALE
Of

Tools, household goods, antiques, trees, & 
miscellaneous items, to be held at 

5750 Schummer Line, Wellesley Twp.  
(2 miles southwest of Linwood – west off 
Manser Rd.) for Melvin & Fern Weber, on  

WEDNESDAY OCT. 14TH @ 10:00 A.M.
WOODWORKING & RELATED:  General 
20in. drum sander. Delta 14in. Radial arm 
saw, 29in. travel, 14ft. table. 5ft. vertical 
belt sander. Veritas shelf drilling machine. 
General Tenon cutter. Porter Cable 16in. 
dovetailer. Kreg router table.  Delta mortise 
chisel. Delta power feed (4 rolls). Dewalt 
biscuit joiner. Buffalo 18 custom designed 
index drilling machine (semi-automatic). Air 
operated tenan machine.  Routers and drills.  
Jorgson bar clamps. Chain hoist. Battery 
operated scissor lift/work table. 2 antique 
foundry carts.  
LUMBER:  Oak – approx. 130 board feet (5/4 
X 10ft. lengths). Small amount of Cherry (4/4 
X 8ft. lengths). 
OTHER ITEMS:  Cutter with shafts.  Orchard 
type steel flat rack wagon, 6 ½ X 12ft.  100 gal. 
orchard sprayer on trailer, good pump, new 
hoses. Oliver 3 furrow trail plow. Massey 
#21 walking plow.  Stainless boiler with tap.  
900 plastic sap pails (3 gal.). 40 gal. stainless 
syrup barrel (welded).  5 plastic barrels (15, 
35 & 50 gal.). 4 syrup cans (5 ½ & 6 gal.).  2 
& 4 litre plastic syrup jugs. Toro 21in. self-
propelled mower. Stihl 026 chain saw.  
Jonsered 2054 Turbo chain saw.  Stihl TS 350 
“Super” concrete saw.  Stihl “4-Mix” straight 
shaft trimmer.  Approx. 60 tree guards.  AEA 
foliar products. Approx. 36 wooden apple 
boxes. 10ft. and 7ft. alum. orchard ladders, 
good. Purple Martin bird house (12 hole).  
Starling trap. 2 thermostat controlled heat 
mats.  2 new sets of alum. snow shoes.  36in. 
stainless chimney pipe, insulated.  Stainless 
chimney liner. 2 skids of clay tile. Roll of 
fencing.  2 X 2inch X 48in. fencing.  2 wooden 
buggy jacks, shop vac, etc. 
HOUSEHOLD:  Gem Pac cook stove with 
water reservoir & warmer. Airtight wood 
stove. Newer flat wall cupboard. 2 bookcase 
beds. Chests of drawers.  Wood box.  Storage 
cabinets. Table. New wooden bench. 
Sewing machine stands. Small stone grinder. 
Pathway magazines. Set of McGuffey 
readers. Cookware, large stainless bowls, 
and other kitchen goods. Quilt frames & 
stands, plus a wagonload of household 
goods. Stainless cookware.  Laura Wilder set 
of books. Young Companion, Family Life and 
Hords Dairyman magazines. Arthur Maxwell 
bible storey books.  Jars, etc.  
ANTIQUES:  Washstand. Dresser. Drop 
leaf table. Highchairs. Older electric sewing 
machines. Counter top butter churn.  Wooden 
marble game. 5 gal. crock. TREES – 30 Blue 
Spruce. 30 White Spruce.  2 sower cherry. 2 
sweet cherry. 3 red Bartlett pear.  3 Courtland 
apple. 2 Empire Apple. All trees are potted.       
See www.gerberauctions.net for photos.  
TERMS – Cash, debit, major credit cards, 
cheque with I.D. (3% charge on credit cards).  
COVID NOTE – Where possible, one 
member per family & interested buyer’s only.  
Use proper distancing at all times.  Face 
masks required as per Waterloo Region 
policy.  If you are feeling unwell, please 
refrain from attending.  Sale order – Smaller 
tools and miscellaneous items, household, 
larger items.    
PROPRIETORS – Melvin and Fern Weber 
519-698-9909

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING AT 
SCHNURR'S GROCERY 
Store in Linwood. Four 
full days per week, 
closed Sunday's. Call 
519-897-2600.

FOR SALE

COUNTRY LANE FAB-
RICS FALL SALE OCT 5 
- 24, 10% discount on 
all fabrics, quilt batts, 
tableflex, boxed cards, 
hosiery, gloves, rubber 
stampers. Clearouts at 
1/2 price. 519-664-0701.

HILLCREST HOME 
BAKING FALL SALE. 
Oct. 13 - 24, 2020. 519-
669-1381. 10% off all fab-
rics; 50% off selected fab-
rics; 10% off tablecloth & 
hosiery. Selected panels 

IN PRINT. IN DEPTH. ONLINE.

$5.00 ea., selected glass-
ware 1/2 price. Check 
out the new style dishes. 
New style black hats. Ice-
Cream sales are back!! 
Original - 2L - $2.99; Pre-
mium - 2L - $4.49.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35.  
519-635-8737.

AUCTIONS

ANTIQUE SHOP CLOS-
ING - HUGE ON-LINE 
Auction. Antiques, col-
lectibles, furniture and 
miscellaneous items, to 
be held at 1843 Sawmill 
Rd. In Conestogo, for Bill 
McAllister. Closing starts 
Wednesday, Oct 14th at 
6:00 p.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451

LIVE AUCTION SALE 
OF JD 425 RIDING 
mower, woodworking 
tools, hand tools, JD 
farm toys, antiques, 
collectibles, furniture & 
Miscellaneous items, to 
be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 
Wilmot Twp. 2 miles 
south of Wellesley, For 
Darcy Zinn, New Dundee 
and additions, on Satur-
day, October, 10th @ 9:30 
a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451.

AUCTIONS

LIVE AUCTION SALE 
OF TOOLS, HOUSE-
hold goods, antiques, 
trees, & miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 
5750 Schummer Line, 
Wellesley Twp. (2 miles 
southwest of Linwood 
(west off Manser Rd.) for 
Melvin & Fern Weber, on 
Wednesday Oct. 14th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 619-699-4451 
or 698-0138

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

SEED WHEAT AND FER-
TILIZER COMPETITIVE 
pricing. Rye seed, winter 
barley. Hard red wheat, 
Gallus. Soft red wheats 
Branson, Measure, Mark-
er, Emperor and more. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

AUTOMOTIVE

2009 CHRYSLER 300 
BLACK. VERY LOW 
mileage 80,000 km. Well 
maintained, no rust, 
runs well. Complete 
winter tires. $6900.  
519-820-7814.

RENTALS

RESPONSIBLE MALE 
LOOKING TO RENT A 
room or apt. in St. 
Clements or Linwood. 
Needs to live in area for 
volunteer firefighting.  
519-748-8714.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

CUSTOM APPLE 
PRESSING & JUICE 
Sales by appointment. 
Order early for best 
availability. Cedar Ridge 
Pressing, 3175 North-
field Dr., 519-669-3541, 
Elmira.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com
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Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Winterbourne - Country setting close to the city! This 
lovingly updated 3 Bedroom century home offers a large eat 
in kitchen with lots of cabinet and counter space and a gas 
fireplace in the living room . The main floor master bedroom 
luxury addition features heated floors, custom Van Del 
cabinetry, plus a 3 pc ensuite . The upper floor offers 2 good 
sized bedrooms as well as an office area. This 100 x 150 foot 
property is a hobbyist's dream with a detached 30X40 
insulated shop for all of your recreational equipment or work 
from home! Lots of parking and a wraparound covered porch 
with a clear view of the country side make this a very relaxing 
setting. Updates within the last 5 years include roof, new 100 
amp service & panel, septic bed, 8x12 shed, well filters and 
pump, gas fireplace, master bedroom and ensuite addition, 
back concrete patio and pergola. Don't miss this one!!

SOLD
Coming 
Soon! 

1071 Rivers Edge Dr., 
West Montrose

RARE OPPORTUNITY 
TO OWN ONE ACRE OF 
PROPERTY, WITH 212 
FEET OF WATERFRONT 
ON THE GRAND RIVER! 

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S AUCTION

LIVE AUCTION SALE
Of

JD 425 riding mower, woodworking 
tools, hand tools, JD farm toys, antiques, 

collectibles, furniture & 
Miscellaneous items, to be held at the 

K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. Wilmot 
Twp. 2 miles south of Wellesley,

For Darcy Zinn, New Dundee, the Khaki 
Club Membership, and additions, on

SATURDAY, OCTOBER, 10TH @ 9:30 A.M.
TOOLS & MISC. ITEMS:  Oliver 550 gas 
tractor, running but needs work.  JD 425 riding 
lawn mower, 20hp, 48in. cut, hydrostatic, 
liquid cooled, power steering, hyd. lift, 939 
hours.  Craftsman LT1000 riding lawn mower, 
6 speed. 2000 psi pressure washer. Utility 
garden trailer. 4 X 8ft. trailer. Gas trimmers.  
3ph scraper blade. 3ph bucket. King metal 
band saw. Emco-rex 2000 jointer.  Portable 
dust collector. 12in. compound mitre saw – 
good. Trademaster bench model drill press. 
Stanley dovetail jig.  3/4in. impact socket set. 
Vices.  Scaffolding.  Assorted hand, power & 
garden tools. Stihl 12in. steel cutoff blades 
(new). Sockets & wrenches. Various pipe 
vices. Stanley & other planes. Portable air 
compressor. Old wooden molding planes, block 
planes & spoke shaves. Balance scale, etc.  
KITCHEN & HOUSEHOLD:  4pc. oak queen 
bedroom suite (poster bed), nice.  4pc. double 
bedroom suite (swing mirrors). Burgundy 
leather reclining sofa. Ext. table & chairs.  
Pedestal table and chairs. Buffet. Desk. 
Upholstered wing chair. 2 Pitco stainless 
deep fryers. Empire 20in X 3ft. flat top grill. 
Older Garland oven c/w 2 burners and grill. 
Beer dispenser for kegs. 2 Casio PCR-T500 
cash registers. Fridges & stoves. Approx. 
200 plastic stacking chairs. Plastic folding 
tables. Older 16ft. shuffle board. 2 homemade 
charcoal barbeques. 6 X 9ft. area rug. 
Kenmore vac. The usual household goods.  
ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES:  Early 5ft. 
harvest table, 2 drawer, 2 board top, some 
old paint. Early wooden wheel barrow scale 
in good original condition. China cabinet.  
Washstand. Treadle sewing machine. Flat 
top trunk. Organ stool (ball & claw feet).  
Wonder rope maker. JD sales manuals. JD 
jackets. JD toys. Ark work. Vintage buttons.  
Quilts. Rogers set of silverware. Garden 
décor. Children’s toys & games. Miniature 
wooden chest. Old farm tools. 2 leaded glass 
stained windows. Celluloid Disney Mickey 
Mouse. Wooden snow shoes. Assorted glass 
& china.  
NOTE – See www.gerberauctions.net for 
photos.  
TERMS – Cash, debit, cheque with I.D, 
major credit cards.  10% buyer’s premium 
(13% if using credit card).  
SALE ORDER – 9:30am - smaller antique & 
household items. 11am - Tools, etc.  Furniture 
to sell at approx. 12:00 noon. Dress for 
weather as the majority of the auction will be 
outdoors. Bring lawn chairs if you like.  
COVID NOTE – Where possible, one 
member per family and interested buyer’s 
only. Use proper social distancing at all 
times! Face masks required as per Region 
of Waterloo policy. If you are feeling unwell, 
please refrain from attending.

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451

ads@woolwichobserver.com
Email your ads to: 

Classifieds 

for KIDS  

• Babysitting
• Tutoring 
• Lawn Mowing 
• Dog Walking 
• Yard Work
• Events 

FREE

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

New Build, 1673 Sq Ft 2 story townhome 
in Milverton’s sought a�er Milveton 
Meadows. 3 Bathrooms, Master bedroom 
ensuite, Appliances, Fridge, Stove, Washer, 
Dryer and Microwave are all included. 
Premium Quality Vinyl Windows and 
Exterior Doors. Rough in for Basement 

bathroom Located in quiet town with all ameni�es including high speed fiber-op�c 
Internet. S�ll �me to choose some op�ons, but hurry these are selling fast!

$459,000
Murray Court, Milverton    

GARAGE SALES

ELMIRA - 34 DUKE ST., SAT, 
OCT. 3 - 8 A.M. - 1 P.M. PLEASE 
observe social distancing and 
wear a mask. Thank you. 9 piece 
Duncan Phyfe dining room set, 
mirrored buffet, wash stand, old 
violin, old clock, mirrors, house-
hold items, pair of Samsonite fold-
ing chairs - orange, books, framed 
artwork, table lamps, hanging oil 
lamps, Coleman oil iron, hair clip-
pers, goalie pads, Honda motor - 
GX340, router on table, drill press, 
Hoosier flour bins, door knobs and 
hinges, older chainsaws for parts, 
48" weaving loom, spinning wheel 
and accessories, and much more.

ESTATE SALE - OCTOBER 3,  
108 BONNIE CRES., ELMIRA, 8 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Furniture, household 
and more.

FROM 15

DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver,com

Having cancelled both its 
spring and summer season, 
Woolwich Youth Soccer is 
looking to get back to some-
thing resembling the usual 
routine with fall tryouts this 
weekend.

The organization is look-
ing to get back on track 
after being down $80,000 to 
$100,000 after refunds for 
the previous cancellations 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, said WYS office man-
ager Colleen Eveleigh.

“In the fall, this is when 
we usually hold our tryouts 
and assessments. So, we 
decided to go ahead with the 
return to play: we completed 
our return to play guidelines 
and we’re following all safe-
ty protocols,” she said.

Participants will notice 
the changes when they show 
up for the tryouts, Eveleigh 
added. The new protocols 
being implemented can be 
reviewed at WYS’ website, 
www.woolwichyouthsoccer.
com. 

“We have separate en-
trances and exits to the field. 
We have separate check-in 
points for each group, sani-
tization stations. Our equip-
ment is sanitized in between 
use. Protocols are there’s no 
heading the ball or touching 
the ball with your hands. So 

Youth soccer 
returns to Woolwich

there’ll be restrictions on 
that. There’ll be social dis-
tancing throughout the en-
tire process, separate places 
for our players to leave their 
equipment. When they 
arrive with their backpacks 
and their water bottles, 
everything will be socially 
distanced.”

The tryouts are a return 
to normalcy after the orga-
nization moved quickly to 
cancel the spring season 
following the coronavirus 
outbreak in the region.

“First, we started by can-
celling our [house league] 
season – we made that 
decision early – 
and we were 
waiting for 
direction 
from 
SWRSA 
(South 
West 
Region 
Soccer 
Associa-
tion) and On-
tario Soccer with 
regards to the competitive 
league side. And then we as 
a board came to a decision 
that we were going to cancel 
our season for the safety of 
our membership,” she said 
of the moves that put the 
organization on hold for the 
last several months.

While the cash flow dried 
up, WYS found Woolwich 

Township helpful in offer-
ing rent relief and help with 

field agreements; the 
organization has 

eight field loca-
tions through-
out the town-
ship.

With the 
tryouts set 

for Saturday, 
Sunday and 

again Wednesday 
(October 7), WYS 

is getting set to run its 
programs for kids from 8 
to 18. 

“If they want to come out 
for tryouts, visit our web-
site. Register online. Return 
to play guidelines are on 
there, and we will be send-
ing emails to everyone with 
the registration check-in 
process once they’re regis-
tered,” said Eveleigh.
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting
• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation
• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete
• Demolition
• Bin Service
• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

YOUR BUSINESS  

HERE EVERY WEEK  

DELIVERED TO HOMES 

IN WOOLWICH,  

WELLESLEY &  

WATERLOO.

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

We support our
Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:



18  | CLASSIFIED NOTICES THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2020

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
As the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve; the status of facilities and services may change. For current information, 
please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. For health information, please contact: 

• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400

• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000

Township Office
The Township Office is open for select services. Residents are encouraged to continue to use online or phone where 
possible or to book appointments with staff in advance. 

Woolwich Memorial Centre
Aquatics – The pool is now open for aquafit, lane & family swim – preregistration is required. For more information, 

visit:  Woolwich.ca/swim
Fitness – for information visit: Woolwich.ca/fitness 

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage – visit: Woolwich.ca/StayActive 

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all backyard fires, including campfires within the Township. You can apply for a permit at  
Woolwich.ca or by calling 519-669-6022.

Council Meetings
While Council Chambers is closed, Council will meet remotely following their regular schedule. You can still participate 
in meetings:

• Watch on YouTube.com (search “Woolwich Township”) – no registration required
• Submit written comments
• Register to speak before Council, attend a public meeting or listen online or by toll-free phone

For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are now required in Waterloo Region on transit, in enclosed public places, taxis, ride sharing vehicles, 
and common areas in apartments and condominiums. Children under five and people with certain medical conditions or 
disabilities are exempt. The By-law has been extended to May 31, 2021. Please 
be kind to those who are unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, 
call 519-575-4400 or find out more at regionofwaterloo.ca/MaskBylaw. 

Local Business Resources
Local businesses are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in 
Woolwich Township. See who’s hiring on-line today!
Join us from Sept.25 – Oct.4 for #TastetheCountryside! 
A delicious 10-day dining experience in the Region’s Countryside offering 
$15 and $35 Prix Fixe menus at all participating food establishments. 
Visit http://tastethecountryside.ca and follow @TastetheCountrysideWR on 
Instagram for menus, prizes and locations as they become available! 

Post a picture of your meal and use #TastetheCountryside for your chance to win mouth-watering prizes! 

For more information or assistance, contact the Township’s Economic Development and Tourism department at 519-669-

6020 or email EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

Public Health Updates
COVID-19 assessment centres in Waterloo Region continue to experience high demands for testing. Please be kind and 
patient with each other and only seek testing if you:

• have symptoms of COVID-19
• have been exposed to a confirmed case, as informed by your Public Health unit or the COVID Alert app
• are a resident, or work in a setting, that has a COVID-19 outbreak, as identified and informed by your local public 

health unit

• are eligible for testing as part of a targeted Provincial testing initiative

Local COVID-19 Testing Centres
Cambridge-North Dumfries Community Assessment and Testing Centre

• 700 Coronation Boulevard, Cambridge
• By appointment only, call: 519-621-2333, extension 2689

• Open Monday to Friday from 8:30am to 8:30pm, weekends and holidays from 8:30am to 4:30pm

Grand River Hospital COVID-19 Drive-Thru Testing Centre
• 137 Glasgow Street, Kitchener (Catalyst parking lot)
• Appointments required: call 226-747-5049 or visit: covidtestregistration.grhosp.on.ca/

• Open 7 days a week from 7:30am to 6:00pm

St. Mary’s General Hospital COVID-19 Testing Centre

• 50 Bathurst Drive, Unit 1, Waterloo
• Walk-ins and appointments accepted
• For an appointment call 519-885-9517

• Open 7 days a week from 9:00am to 5:00pm

Kitchener-Waterloo-Wilmot-Wellesley-Woolwich (KW4) Community Assessment Centre

• 50 Westmount Road North, Waterloo
• Self-referrals accepted, call 1-855-414-2255 or visit Waterlooclinic.com/assessment/

• Open Monday to Friday from 9:00am to 4:00pm, evenings and weekend hours available based on demand.

Applications for GRAAC now open
Become Involved - Help improve the accessibility of municipal programs, services and facilities in your community!
The Cities of Kitchener and Waterloo along with the Region of Waterloo, and the Townships of North Dumfries, Wellesley, 
Woolwich and Wilmot are now recruiting four volunteers for the Grand River Accessibility Advisory Committee (GRAAC), 
each to fill a four-year term beginning January 2021.
Members could include; persons with disabilities, caregivers, agencies or members of the community interested in 
disability issues.
Members of GRAAC provide input and advice into accessibility planning for the seven participating municipalities.
For more information, including membership application, please visit https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/
Accessibility.aspx

Applications for membership accepted until Friday October 23, 2020.

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Brox, Doris “Dorie”
Peacefully passed away on Thursday, 
September 24, 2020 at Hospice 
Wellington, Guelph at the age of 86. 
Beloved wife of the late Don Brox 
(2015). Dearly loved mother of Deb and 
John Ferguson of Kingsville, Bill and 
Kathy of Floradale, Karen and Darrell 
Martin of Elmira. Lovingly remembered 
by her grandchildren Julie (Matt), 
Becky; Jeremy (Nathalie), Katie (Scott); 
Meghan (Ryan), Brandon (Emily), Dustin 
(Sharese), and her great-grandchildren 
Winnie, Finn, Scarlet, Bohden; Ellecia, 
Micah, William; Liam, Cooper, Adalynn, 
Colsyn and Hudson. Dear sister of 
Don and Norrine Dieke of Macomb, 
Illinois and Jim and Mary Dieke of Erie, 
Colorado. A private family service and 
interment service was held. A special 
thank you to all the staff at St. Mary’s 
General Hospital ER and 5th floor, and 
to everyone at Hospice Wellington for 
the loving and compassionate care given 
to Dorie and her family. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations to Team of 
Canada (Dorie’s granddaughter Becky 
is a missionary with Team Canada in 
Czech Republic), Hospice Wellington, or 
St. Mary’s Hospital Foundation would be 
appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com 

Clemmer, Jane
Suddenly, as the result of a stroke on 
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 at 
Grand River Hospital, Kitchener at the 
age of 70. 
Beloved wife of Oscar Clemmer for 
48 years. Dear mother of Richard and 
Theresa, Tinus and Sheri, Dean and 
Heather, Fern Clemmer, Oscar Jr. and 
Shelley. Lovingly remembered by her 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Will be missed by the Clemmer and 
Schlueter families.
At Jane’s request cremation has taken 
place. A drive past visitation was held on 
Sunday, September 27 from 2 – 4 p.m. at 
Floradale Mennonite Church, Floradale 
followed by a private family service. The 
service will be livestreamed beginning 
at 4:30 p.m. and may be viewed at  
www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com.
In memory of Jane, donations to Grand 
River Regional Cancer Centre would be 
appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com 

Martin, Eli G.
 
Passed away peacefully on Sunday, 
September 27, 2020 at his home in his 
85th year. Beloved husband of Elvina 
(Bowman) Martin. Dear father of Almeda 
(Mrs. Mervin) Sauder of RR 1, Linwood, 
Lucinda (Mrs. Oscar) Weber of Heidelberg, 
Nancy (Mrs. Joseph) Martin of RR 1, 
Ariss, Lovina (Mrs. Joseph) Burkhart of 
RR 1, Wallenstein, Onias (Karen) Martin 
of RR 2, Wallenstein, Lydia (Mrs. David) 
Burkhart of RR 1 Wallenstein, and Mary 
(Mrs. Philip) Wideman of RR 3, Wallenstein. 
Leaves to mourn 54 grandchildren and 
74 great-grandchildren. Survived by 
sisters Nancy (Mrs. Aaron) Martin of 
Gowanstown, Louida (Mrs. Cleason) 
Sauder of Priceville, Mary (Mrs. Henry) 
Weber of RR 1, Waterloo, and sister-in-
law Maryann (Mrs. Sidney) Martin of 
Wallenstein. Predeceased by his first wife 
Louisa (Weber) Martin (1998), parents 
Josiah G. and Lovina (Gingrich) Martin, 
three brothers and one sister. A drive 
past visitation was held on Monday, 
September 28, 2020 from 1-5 and 6-8 p.m. 
at the family home, 7349 Fourth Line, 
RR 2, Wallenstein. A family service took 
place at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, September 
29, 2020, then to Olivet Mennonite 
Meeting House for burial and service by 
invitation. Arrangements entrusted to 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com 

Martin, Luella
 
Luella passed away peacefully and went to 
be with her Saviour and Lord, on Tuesday, 
September 22, 2020 at Russell Meadows, 
Russell, Ontario at the age of 96 years. 
Born on September 7, 1924 in Elmira, she 
was the second youngest daughter of 
the late Emmanuel and Lovina Martin. 
Luella will be greatly missed by her sister 
Miriam (Derek) Parke of Russell, who 
she spent the last three years in Ottawa 
with. Lovingly remembered by seven 
nieces and nephews, and their families. 
Predeceased by her parents, brothers 
Sydney, Harvey, and Mahlon, and sisters 
Selina, Martha and Ermina (Mina) Ellis.
The family wishes to thank the staff of 
Russell Meadows for welcoming Luella 
into their community and keeping her 
safe especially during the pandemic. They 
would also like to thank the staff at Luther 
Village, Waterloo for their kind and loving 
care to Luella and her sisters during their 
time there. A private family service will 
take place in Elmira Mennonite Cemetery. 
Luella had a great love of children and 
animals. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to World Vision or the Ontario 
SPCA would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com 

SCHANER, AUDREY MABEL 
Was welcomed into the arms of her 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, on Tuesday, 
September 22, 2020 at 90 years of age.
Audrey was born to Herbert and Rose 
Kraft on July 1, 1930 in Kitchener, and 
grew up under their loving care along 
with her siblings Wilbert Kraft (Betty) 
and Richard Kraft (Margaret).
Audrey first met her husband, Harold S. 
Schaner at a dance in Kitchener where 
their lifelong love began to bloom.  They 
were married for over 60 blessed years 
and rejoiced in the birth of their children, 
Craig W. Schaner (Joann), Debra A. 
Schaner and Karen E. MacDonald (Steven) 
and their many grandchildren, Nicole 
Desault (Jonny), Lisa McHugh, Matthew 
McHugh (Norma), Kelsi Schaner (Jeremy 
Gardner), Matthew MacDonald, Brett 
MacDonald and Lauren MacDonald. 
Audrey also rejoiced in the blessing 
of many great-grandchildren Danika 
McHugh, Orlando McHugh, Anabella 
McHugh, Abigail McHugh, Estella McHugh, 
Emma McHugh, Adelyn Gardner, Daxton 
Gardner and Isla Gardner. 
Audrey loved nature and was most happy 
sharing moments together with family 
and friends in a canoe dipped in the 
beautiful waters of Killarney Provincial 
Park, singing over campfires, hiking, 
cross country skiing, biking through 
the countryside, ballroom dancing 
and sharing laughter and joy over her 
beautifully prepared meals. Guests were 
always greeted with a warm smile and 
“just a little something” she always had 
on hand.
Audrey was a woman who exemplified 
a humble servant’s heart in all she did. 
She loved her husband to the day he was 
called home on February 23, 2012. She 
loved and served her family and her Lord 
with every ounce of her being.
She will be dearly missed but her family 
is comforted and blessed by the beautiful 
example she left all to follow until we 
rejoice together again.
A private family service celebrating 
Audrey’s life will be held. The service will 
be livestreamed on Thursday, October 
1, 2020 at 1 p.m. and will be available 
to view on Audrey’s tribute page at  
www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com. If you 
would like to have a zoom meeting or a 
phone call with the family, please call 
the funeral home at 519-669-2207. In lieu 
of flowers, the family would be grateful 
for donations made in Audrey’s honour 
to Woolwich Community Services or the 
Alzheimer Society of Ontario. 
“The Lord your God is in your midst, a 
mighty one who will save; He will rejoice 
over you with gladness; He will quiet you 
with His love; He will exult over you with 
loud singing.” Zephaniah 3:17

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com 

Happy Birthday 
Nick Kieswetter!

From your friends and family

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

BIRTHDAY OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY OBITUARY

OBITUARY

THE PARTY MIGHT BE CANCELLED BUT THE NOTICE DOESN'T NEED TO BE. 
CELEBRATE YOUR MILESTONES IN THE OBSERVER!

BUYING  
OR SELLING 

REAL ESTATE?
 YOU'RE IN THE  
RIGHT PLACE.

CHECKOUT THIS WEEKS  
LISTINGS ON PAGE 16



OBSERVERXTRA .COM |  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2020 | 20

Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Most Canadians living in flood risk areas do not know 
their homes are in danger, which could cost Canadian 
taxpayers billions in population resettlement, says a 
new study from the University of Waterloo. In a survey 
of 2,500 people living in designated flood-risk areas 
across the country, only six per cent knew their homes 
were at risk, according the report from UW’s Partners 
for Action.

Today (Oct. 1) is National Seniors Day, with the federal 
government suggesting there are many ways to thank 
seniors for their contributions and to show them just 
how much they are appreciated, including say “thank 
you,” call and take some time to say “hi,” run errands 
for a senior and help with some outdoor chores.

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Maynard
Maynard has worked for us for 13 years. He is now our 
diagnostic & training specialist. 
In Maynard’s free time he enjoys repairing gadgets that most 
would throw away. A highlight of his is attending Ribfest with 
his wife and catching up with old friends. Maynard would 
prefer a rainy day over a sunny one.

RISK UNAWARES SENIORS DAY

EAGER TO SHARE

Jim Recchia can be found playing outside the WCS thrift store in Elmira. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Jim Recchia’s love for music made him find a way to keep playing

Elmira’s piano man takes it outdoors

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

It is hard to think of a 
time in your life when you 
walked into the local gro-
cer or stood waiting on an 
elevator without being ac-
companied by music – it’s 
everywhere. In such set-
tings, it’s not usually live, 
however.

Enter Jim Recchia, 
who’s known for providing 
musical accompaniment 
shoppers at the Woolwich 
Community Services thrift 
shop.

“Quite a few years [ago], 
I started to play here at the 
WCS store inside all the 
time. And then with the 
COVID situation, I couldn’t 
play inside anymore – I 
would count as a custom-
er,” he said of the occupan-
cy limits that forced him 
outside.

He played inside the 
thrift storefront for approx-
imately eight years until 
the pandemic bumped him 
from the gig. 

With a limited number 
of persons allowed inside 
a retail store at any one 
time, Recchia was no longer 
able to play his keyboard, 
from which he offers up a 
collection of original songs PIANO MAN | 23

Late-season tomato 
tart a farewell to 

tomato season

It's late in tomato sea-
son, and if you haven't 
used your homegrown 

or farmers market toma-
toes to make a galette yet, 
now's the time. The idea 
of this rustic tomato tart 
is simple: Slice tomatoes, 
season them, pile them 
onto flaky dough, fold the 
dough's edges up, and bake 
until the crust is golden 
and crisp.

It's a fantastic way to 
showcase the sweetness 
and flavor of ripe tomatoes. 
But tomatoes contain a lot 
of water, and water and 
crisp pastry crust are mor-
tal enemies. In many cases, 
the crust of the galette gets 
so soggy that you can't cut 
a clean slice. And not only 
the texture suffers – the 
extra water also dulls the 
fresh flavor.

We developed a crust 
that was delicate and stur-
dy, but we knew we'd have 
to do something to extract 
some liquid from the toma-
toes before putting them 
into that crust. Slicing and 
salting the tomatoes and 
letting them drain in a col-
ander was a great solution; 
it was quicker than roast-

ON THE MENU

W e all love a good 
scandal, so I’ll 
tell you one 

about pork tenderloin... but 
you’ll have to wait.

Pistachios grow well in 
hot, desert-like climates 
and in more saline earth. 
They originate in mid-
Asia going back as far as 
6,000 BC, so this all fits so 

Pistachios and pork make a healthy combo

CHEF'S TABLE | 23

far. From there it wasn’t 
a stretch for the Roman 
empire to get a hold of 
them, as the Romans loved 
their richness. From there, 
they travelled to the En-
glish-speaking world and 
are now cultivated in many 
countries, including the 
USA

Pistachios have a scandal 
of their own as they are 
typically green in colour 

with a brown shell. You 
used to be able to buy pink 
ones, which were actually 
dyed for some reason. The 
pistachio tree does produce 
a pink flower early in the 
season, so perhaps it was 
to fool people because of 
that?

Their richness and soft 
texture really compliment 

this dish, as they also add 
some fiber to a dish that is 
already filled with nutri-
ents.

OK, back to the scandal. 
Pork can have a bad reputa-
tion health-wise, especially 
around here as we not only 
consume bacon but a lot of 
the more fatty cuts such as 
ribs, pigtails, etc. Because 

of this, it’s actually a little 
know fact that pork tender-
loin is so lean it that ounce-
for-ounce it actually has 
less fat and more protein 
than a boneless chicken 
breast!

Make sure to crush the 
pistachios well so that they 
will stick to the pork.
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ing, taking just 30 minutes, 
and allowed the tomatoes 
to retain more of their 
fresh flavour.

Speaking of flavour, 
we decided to add cheese 
to the mix. We sprinkled 
melty Gruyere right onto 
the dough before layering 
the tomato slices on top, 
and we sprinkled Parme-
san over the assembled 
galette. The cheeses added 
welcome richness and also 
preserved the dough's crisp 
texture; the Gruyere helped 
waterproof the dough on 
the bottom while the wisps 
of Parmesan soaked up 
any extra moisture on top. 
And for a gentle kick and 
extra brightness, we spread 
some mustard onto the raw 
crust, before the grated 
Gruyere.

If you like tomatoes, 

CHEF DUFF 
CHEF'S TABLE 

 
AMERICA'S TEST KITCHEN

and some covers. Forced to 
make a change, he found 
a new love for performing 
outdoors.

“I started to approach 
different outdoor patios, 
and I found that people 

weren’t too interested in it, 
maybe still nervous about 
the COVID situation. So, I 
finally went to the library.” 
Setting up camp outside of 
the Elmira branch of the 
Region of Waterloo Public 

Library, he began drawing 
the attention of passersby 
who’d stop to take in the 
sounds, honk as they went 
by or kept their heads down 
and simply smiled to them-
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Worship: 9:30am

On Whose Authority?

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Erv Wiens preaching

make sure to try this reci-
pe. It's a game changer.

Fresh Tomato 
Galette 
Serves 4 to 6

1 1/2 cups (7 1/2 ounces) 
all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons table salt, 
divided
10 tablespoons unsalted 
butter, cut into 1/2-inch pieces 
and chilled
6 to 7 tablespoons ice water
1 1/2 pounds mixed tomatoes, 
cored and sliced 1/4-inch thick
1 shallot, sliced thin
2 tablespoons extra-virgin 
olive oil
1 teaspoon minced fresh 
thyme
1 garlic clove, minced
1/4 teaspoon pepper
2 teaspoons Dijon mustard
3 ounces Gruyere cheese, 
shredded (3/4 cup)
2 tablespoons grated Parme-
san cheese
1 large egg, lightly beaten
1 tablespoon chopped fresh 
basil

1. Process flour and 1/2 tea-
spoon salt in a food processor 
until combined, about 3 sec-
onds. Scatter butter over the 
top and pulse until mixture re-
sembles coarse crumbs, about 
10 pulses. Transfer to a large 
bowl. Sprinkle 6 tablespoons of 
ice water over the flour mixture. 
Using a rubber spatula, stir and 
press the dough until it sticks 
together, adding up to 1 table-
spoon more of ice water if the 
dough doesn't come together.

2. Turn out the dough onto a 
lightly floured counter, form into 
a 4-inch disk, wrap tightly in 
plastic wrap, and refrigerate for 
1 hour. (Wrapped dough can be 
refrigerated for up to two days 
or frozen for up to one month.)

3. Toss tomatoes and 1 tea-
spoon salt together in a second 
large bowl. Transfer tomatoes 
to a colander and set the colan-
der in sink. Let tomatoes drain 
for 30 minutes.

4.  Adjust the oven rack to the 
lower-middle position and heat 
oven to 375 F. Line a rimmed 
baking sheet with parchment 
paper. Let the chilled dough 
sit on the counter to soften 
slightly, about 10 minutes, 
before rolling. Roll the dough 
into a 12-inch circle on a lightly 
floured counter, then transfer 
to prepared sheet (dough may 
run up lip of sheet slightly; this 
is OK).

5. Shake the colander well to 
rid tomatoes of excess juice. 
Combine tomatoes, shallot, 
oil, thyme, garlic, pepper and 
remaining 1/2 teaspoon salt 
in now-empty bowl. Spread 
mustard over the dough, leav-
ing 1 1/2-inch border. Sprinkle 
Gruyere in even layer over 
mustard. Shingle the tomatoes 
and shallot on top of Gruyere 
in concentric circles, keeping 
within 1 1/2-inch border. Sprin-
kle Parmesan over the tomato 
mixture.

6. Carefully grasp one edge of 
dough and fold up about 1 inch 
over filling. Repeat around the 
circumference of the tart, over-
lapping dough every 2 inches, 
gently pinching pleated the 
dough to secure. Brush folded 
dough with egg (you won't 
need it all).

7. Bake until the crust is golden 
brown and the tomatoes are 
bubbling, 45 to 50 minutes. 
Transfer the sheet to a wire 
rack and let galette cool for 10 
minutes. Using a metal spatula, 
loosen the galette from the 
parchment and carefully slide it 
onto wire rack; let cool until just 
warm, about 20 minutes. Sprin-
kle with basil. Cut into wedges 
and serve. 
 
Note: Sharp cheddar cheese 
can be used in place of the 
Gruyere, if desired. 

(For 25 years, confident cooks in 
the know have relied on America's 
Test Kitchen for rigorously 
tested recipes developed by 
professional test cooks and 
vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe 
testers. See more online at www.
americastestkitchen.com/TCA.)

 � KITCHEN: Getting to make 
the most of those tomatoes as we head 
into the latter part of the season
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The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 
is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Woolwich Residents Support Fund: 
Responding to financial needs

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich 
Township Council. 
The WRSF will initially address the antici-
pated unprecedented needs that many Wool-
wich residents will experience due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  However, the WRSF 
will continue to address ongoing needs expe-
rienced by Woolwich residents long after the 
pandemic has ended.   
In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further sup-
port that otherwise would not be accessible 
for the ongoing needs of the individual. 
Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.
While eligibility practices and an application 
process are in place, it should be noted that 
in unique, complex, crisis and acute circum-
stances funds may be provided at the discre-
tion of the Fund Review Committee, assum-
ing the core criteria of the fund are met.
“What a great example of the barn-raising 
spirit that has always existed in Woolwich,” 
said Mayor Shantz about the Fund during 
her video announcement on what would 
have been the Elmira Maple Syrup  
Festival day. 

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of  

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.   Woolwich Community Services
3.   Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:   
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director,  
Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.

Additional information:
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OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Chitchat
4. Commendation
10. Barely beats
14. Afflicts
16. Otariinae
17. German word for 
"Real"
18. Getting taller
20. Cautious
21. Giant roundworm
22. Relating to the 
southern hemisphere
24. Chucklehead
25. Storage space
28. "Silent Spring" 
subject
30. Vice president 
under Jefferson
31. Attack
32. Fish stew
37. Prophet
38. Leave in a hurry, 
with "out"
39. Exec
43. Information on 
other data
45. City in Switzerland
47. Bustles
48. Frees (of)

50. Put into humour
51. Books of knowl-
edge
53. Show place
57. Pigeon-___
58. Clinch, with "up"
59. Dedicate again
62. Blackguard
64. Mint family mem-
ber
65. Cell division
69. Brandy flavor
70. Fight "__ and __"
74. "Cast Away" setting
75. Dependent
76. Almond
77. Dermatologist's 
concern
78. Dropsy
79. Bar order

DOWN
1. Around the bend
2. Broadcasts
3. Alliance
4. Coatrack parts
5. 50 Cent piece
6. ___ grecque (cooked 
in olive oil, lemon juice, 
wine, and herbs, and 

served cold)
7. Three
8. Navigational aid
9. Arise
10. Mathematition
11. Son of Daedalus
12. "Wheel of Fortune" 
category
13. Sharp-pointed 
instrument
15. Symbol with multi-
ple meanings
16. Barber's motion
19. Bank offering, for 
short
23. Pump, e.g.
25. Grinder
26. Mouth, in slang
27. Architectural pro-
jection
28. Slept lightly
29. Because of
30. Monopoly property
32. Orator's podium
33. Ceiling
34. Discover
35. Neptune, e.g.
36. Impolite dinner 
sound
39. Sedimentary rock

40. Loosen, as laces
41. Acquired relative
42. Caddie's bagful
44. Sanctuary in an 
ancient Greek temple
46. "So ___ me!"
49. Short pict
51. Icelandic epic
52. "Malcolm X" 
director
53. Start of two Henry 
Miller titles
54. Contrary to ortho-
dox religious doctrine
55. High marks
56. Wish undone
60. Foreword, for short
61. A shout designed to 
draw attention
62. It may be due on a 
duplex
63. A hand
65. Spiritual life fore 
energy
66. Big bag
67. Cork's place
68. Wallop
71. Antediluvian
72. 20-20, e.g.
73. ___ and cheese

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

Mayo Clinic Q&A: Evaluate hoarseness that doesn't go away
DEAR MAYO CLINIC: 
For the past few weeks, I 
have had a hoarse voice, 
even though I don't have 
a cold. Is this something 
I should be concerned 
about?

ANSWER: It's not un-
common to experience 
hoarseness once in a 
while, especially with a 
cold or even after cheering 
loudly at a sporting event. 
But when a hoarse voice 

doesn't go away after three 
to four weeks, it's a good 
idea to see your health 
care provider. That's be-
cause hoarseness can be 
more than a temporary 
nuisance and result from 
numerous treatable prob-
lems.

Your voice is created 
when air from your lungs 
flows up through the vocal 
cords – also called vocal 
folds – in your voice box, 
or larynx. The vocal cords 
are made up of layers of 
delicate tissue from an 
elastic surface to deeper 
tissue of muscle, all with-
in a cartilage framework. 
As air passes through the 
vocal cords, they vibrate, 
producing sound. Alone 
this sound is similar to a 

 
MAYO CLINIC

 

HEALTH MATTERS

buzzing sound but when 
the sound travels through 
your vocal tract, throat, 
mouth and nose, you 
shape this sound into 
speech.

Laryngitis is when the 
vocal cords are swollen 
and inflamed, a common 
cause of hoarseness. Most 
cases of laryngitis come on 
quickly and are cleared up 
in a few days to two weeks. 
Most often, laryngitis is 
associated with a viral re-
spiratory infection, such 
as a cold, or extended pe-
riods of talking or singing. 
In the case of respiratory 
infections, simple self-
care tips that may help 
healing include drinking 
plenty of liquids, using 
throat lozenges or hard 
candy, and resting your 
voice for a few days. When 
laryngitis is because of 
talking, singing or yelling 
at a sporting event, self-
care also may help. This is 
considered phonotrauma 
and can cause long-term 
and even permanent 
damage if the situation is 

repeated.
When hoarseness lasts 

more than three weeks, or 
if you have other worri-
some signs or symptoms 
such as a lump in your 
neck, pain when speaking 
or difficulty swallowing, 
it's time to see your health 
care provider. That's be-
cause the list of potential 
causes grows much larger.

Your health care provid-
er will review your medi-
cal history, symptoms and 
any potentially triggering 
factors. A visual inspec-
tion of your vocal cords 
may be performed with 
a mirror or using a small 
camera attached to a thin, 
flexible tube.

The quality of your 
voice also may be evalu-
ated. For example, your 
voice may sound breathy 
or weak, or have a tremor 
quality that may offer 
clues to the source of the 
medical problem. In some 
cases, tests used to mea-
sure voice irregularities, 
airflow and other charac-
teristics can help reach a 

diagnosis.
When laryngitis lasts 

longer than a few weeks, 
it's considered chronic. 
This may be due to ongo-
ing infection, smoking, 
allergies, other irritants, 
persistent vocal strain or 
reflux. Certain medica-
tions also can affect your 
voice.

Hoarseness due to 
chronic laryngitis typical-
ly improves by eliminating 
the underlying cause. This 
may mean not smoking; 
learning to use your voice 
more efficiently; and treat-
ing any allergies, reflux or 
other infection. If med-
ications seem to be the 
culprit, ask your health 
care provider for ways to 
minimize this side effect. 
For example, if you are 
using a discus type inhaler 
for asthma, you may ben-
efit from using a spacer to 
reduce depositing of the 
medicine in your throat 
instead of your lungs. Also 
if you use an inhaler, it is 
important to gargle and 
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ired

turkey or

Roast beef dinner!

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Oct 2-3 & Oct 9-10
CAFÉ HOURS: Mon.-Wed. 8-4, Thurs.- Sat. 8-7:30

Join us for

with pumpkin or apple pie!

reservations
recommended

Take out 

available
Friday & Saturday 

3:30 - 7:30 pm
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com
69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405
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This dish goes really 
well served on top of a bed 
of roasted sweet potatoes, 
which aren’t really pota-
toes, but that’s a scandalous 
story for another day!

Pistachio crusted Pork 
Tenderloin with Grilled 
Wild Mushroom

2 pork tenders, cleaned
1 cup crushed pistachios
1 shallot, minced
2 garlic cloves, minced
Splash of whisky
2 cups chicken stock
1 Tbsp. butter
Coarse salt & pepper
Canola oil as needed
1 lb wild mushrooms

1. Generously salt and pepper 
pork and dredge in crushed 
pistachios.

2. Sear in hot frying pan all 

around and place in roasting 
pan.

3. Bake in 350F oven for about 
20 minutes or until cooked 
through.

4. Sweat garlic and shallots 
in oil, deglaze with stock and 
reduce.

5. Blend in butter at the end.

6. Toss mushrooms in oil, sea-
son and place on grill.

7. Slice pork against the grain 
and place mushroom on top and 
drizzle with jus. 

Chef Bruce Duff is the operator 
of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” just 
outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts 
private events, banquets, team 
building and cooking classes; 
info@chefduff.ca.

rinse your mouth after 
use. Angiotensin convert-
ing enzyme inhibitors, 
commonly known as ACE 
inhibitors, can cause 
throat irritation and dry 
cough. Many other medi-
cations can cause dryness.

Hoarseness also can be 
caused by noncancerous 
growths along the vocal 
folds. These include small 
vocal cord swellings (pol-
yps), calluslike patches 
(nodules) or small encap-
sulated lesions (cysts). 
These may be due to pho-
notrauma, and smoking 
and reflux can be con-
tributing factors. Lesions 
often heal by eliminating 
irritants, and with voice 
therapy. Surgery may be 

 � CHEF'S TABLE: A pork dish you'll go nuts for
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www.perfectpitchhearing.com

29A Church St. W. Elmira, ON

519-210-3030

Book your FREE 
hearing test and 

wax removal today.

!

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

needed to remove per-
sistent lesions.

Aging is another fac-
tor that can affect your 
voice. Vocal cords can 
naturally lose some tone 
and fullness as you age, 
often resulting in your 
voice sounding breathy 
or weak. Voice therapy is 
a common treatment, but 
if these changes greatly 
impair your ability to com-
municate, your health care 
provider may recommend 
a surgical procedure in 
which an injection is used 
to add bulk and fullness to 
your vocal cords.

Other causes of hoarse-
ness include vocal cord 
spasm; complications 
of other conditions that 
affect areas of the brain 

that control muscles in the 
throat or larynx, including 
Parkinson's disease and 
multiple sclerosis; and 
cancer.

Because your hoarse-
ness has lasted for more 
than three to four weeks, 
I recommend that you be 
evaluated by your health 
care provider, who will 
likely send you to see an 
ear nose and throat doctor. 
Your care team can get to 
the root of the problem 
and offer treatment op-
tions based on the under-
lying cause.  

(Mayo Clinic Q & A is an educational 
resource and doesn't replace 
regular medical care. E-mail a 
question to MayoClinicQ&A@
mayo.edu. For more information, 
visit www.mayoclinic.org.)

 �MAYO: Causes and strategies for dealing with hoarseness 
that doesn't go away in relatively short order

selves. 
“I got my confidence 

up playing at the library. 
So, I thought I’d ask them 
to get here, if I could just 
play outside,” explained 
Recchia, sitting at his por-
table keyboard and chair 
on the lawn outside of the 
thrift store on the corner 
of Church Street and Me-
morial Avenue. Now into 
the second weekend of his 
outdoor WCS residency, 
Recchia has been compet-
ing with the noise of traffic 
coming off Church Street.

That hasn’t daunted him 
one bit, however – “I just 
love playing.” 

The idea of performing 
to retail customers run-
ning errands is not one he 
claims to be his own. “[It] 
kind of goes back to when I 
was young. I used to be able 

to go to stores locally like 
HiWay Market or in Toron-
to like Eaton’s or Simpsons. 
And often they’d have live 
music, usually an organist 
or pianist, playing before 
piped-in music.”

The biggest challenge 
Recchia faced entering the 
world of retail performance 
was switching to solo artist. 

“It was a big step for me 
to play by myself because 
I’ve always played in bands, 
as a rule. So being by my-
self, I was a bit nervous 
about it. … I kind of bit the 
bullet and decided I gotta 
do this, I got to get over my 
fear and get out and do it 
by myself.”

A K-W native, Jim Rec-
chia has called Elmira 
home for the past eight 
years. He remembers a 
time as a child when in-
stead of stores having top-

40 tunes gleaned from the 
airwaves and spewed from 
store speakers into your 
ears, businesses would host 
musicians on site adding to 
the customer satisfaction 
and providing a platform 
for the artists at the same 
time.

Although the Elmi-
ra-based musician does not 
have any social media or 
streaming services where 
his music can be explored, 
he continues to play in 
front of Elmira’s library 
twice a week and on week-
ends outside of WCS. He 
encourages people to come 
by, enjoy his music and say 
‘hello.’

Recchia said he hopes as 
the leaves change colour 
and frost hits the ground, 
he will one day soon be 
able to play inside the store 
again.

 � PIANO MAN: Out there playing for the love of music

Passersby give Recchia a thumbs-up as he plays outside the WCS location last Friday. [DAMON MACLEAN]
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of doing it online, having 
to deal with that kind of 
stuff, because I’m not good 
with technical things like 
computers. So, it was a 
good experience, because it 
is very different from per-
forming live on stage. I got 
that, and good feedback 
on performing better. That 
was good because my per-
formance skill improved, I 
think, during the process.”

Long-time competition 
judge and mentor Allister 
Bradley said this year’s 
outing was more of chal-
lenge due to the coronavi-
rus precautions that ruled 
out live performances, as 
well as the usual venues at 
the Wellesley Fall Fair and 
Apple Butter and Cheese 
Festival.

“We had to reinvent 
the wheel there, using 
social media in ways we 
hadn’t before ... in places 
we hadn’t before. So we 
didn’t get the word out to 

as many students as we 
had in the past. But we still 
got enough to hold our try-
outs,” he explained.

In a typical case situa-
tion, the drafting process 
would include reaching out 
to schools in and around 
the region, but because 
schools were no longer in 
session they had to fall on 
social media to find willing 
participants. 

“The next adaptation 
was we couldn’t do any-
thing in person. So, this 
was the first time we 
allowed video auditions 
and did all the get-togeth-
ers over Zoom meetings. 
I didn’t know how that 
would work for the per-
formers because, again, it’s 
totally foreign for them: 
singing to a camera, not 
having an audience to sing 
to,” said Bradley. 

However, it proved ben-
eficial since coordinating 
with mentor’s schedules 
can be challenging during 

usual times. With no one 
travelling and most people 
staying in one place, men-
tors were able to be more 
engaged.

Another change was all 
of the applicants were ac-
cepted for mentorship. “We 
had a great group of kids 
ranging from 10-17,” said 
Bradley.

“I would say that we’re 
so proud of them for giv-
ing it a try in an unusual, 
uncertain year. And, as 
always, we’re very proud 
to have seen their growth, 
even throughout the few 
months that we were to-
gether.”

The finals were hosted 
over on Wellesley Idol’s 
Facebook page using the 
Facebook Live feature. Fi-
nalists pre-recorded their 
performances for the pub-
lic to listen to. The show 
also featured performanc-
es from past winners and 
a guest appearance from 
Wellesley’s Sean Bertram.
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 �WELLESLEY IDOL: Switching to online format had its 
challenges, but also provided some benefits, says mentor

Chiara Heard of New Dundee is this year's winner. [DAMON MACLEAN]

added.
Also taking part for the 

first time, Elmira artist 
Julie Wemp shares Parks’ 
excitement. 

“I’m quite thrilled. I have 
been attending the studio 
tour for years, and I always 
had in the back of my mind 
that I would like to be an 
artist on the tour one day. 
And this year is my first 
year being on the tour,” 
said Wemp, a traditional 
painter.

Kelly Martin is part of 
the committee for KBST 
and another featured artist 
specializing in the craft of 
jewelry art. This will be her 
eighth year with the tour, 
which needs to continue 
despite the pandemic, she 
said. 

“It lets people know that 

we are still here – we’re 
still producing lots of great 
stuff. We want you to see 
it.”

The four physical loca-
tions on tour include Local 
Renaissance Café in Elmi-
ra, Crowsfoot Smoke Haus 
in Conestogo, Block Three 
Brewing in St. Jacobs, 
and the Stone Crock/Fat 
Sparrow Group, also in St. 
Jacobs.

The partnership with 
Block Three goes even 
further, with the company 
printing labels inspired 
by four of the artists on 
the tour recreating West 
Montrose’s famous covered 
bridge that gives the trail 
and the tour their names. 

In addition to the view-
ing sites, there will be 40 
pieces of art on display 
online from 10 different 

artists.
When viewing pieces 

online, visitors to the site 
will have the option to buy 
them right then and there. 
They can also contact the 
artists directly to get more 
information. 

“If they want to learn 
more about it, then they 
can make an appointment, 
and that kind of thing,” ex-
plained Parks. 

Other artists featured 
on this year’s tour include 
the pottery and sculpture 
of Winterbourne’s Marlen 
Moggach, painting and 
print making by Frances 
Gregory of St. Jacobs, and 
works by Elmira painter 
Nicole Brodrecht.

More information about 
this year’s event can be 
found online at  
www.kbtstudiotour.ca.

 � STUDIO TOUR: Public and online options this year
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