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FURNITURE & DESIGN

19 Arthur Street S, Elmira 

CHERVINFURNITURE.CA
BLACK FRIDAY FURNITURE EVENT

3 DAYS ONLY!
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@elmirahomehardware

Black Friday
See flyer for details. PLUS lots of instore specials Nov. 26 to Dec. 2

ELMIRA Sale
22 Church St. W., Elmira

(519) 669-5537

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Mon.-Sat. 8-6, Sun. Noon-5

Holiday Hours*

*Regular hours 
if not speci�ed

Dec 1-23 Mon.-Wed.& Sat. 8-6, 
Thurs.-Fri. 8-8, Sun. 10-5 

Dec 24 Closed at 5
Dec 25, 26 & Jan 1 Closed

Dec 31 Closed at 5

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

EVEN AS THE REGION 
OF Waterloo was moving 
into the third stage 
(orange) of the province’s 
new coronavirus staging 
program, the number of 
new cases had it on pace 
to move into the “red” 
category, with even more 
restrictions to help slow 
the spread of the virus.

“We are in a serious 
situation in Waterloo 
Region, the spread of 
COVID-19 has escalated 
rapidly our power supply 
we are speeding fully into 
the red zone. If we do not 
make major changes now, 
we will continue towards 
the lockdown zone,” said 
medical officer of health 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang in a 
briefing on Monday. 

The severity of the 
recent surge prompted 
Wang and her team at 
the local public unit to 
encourage people once 
again to reduce their social 
contacts. 

“We need to dramat-
ically reduce our social 
interactions. What do I 
mean by that? Two things. 

Waterloo Region 
speeds towards 
the red zone
Increase in COVID-19 cases pushing 
public health to increase restrictions

One, we need to stay 
home and only go out for 
essential purposes: school, 
getting groceries, keeping 
a medical appointment or 
getting essential physical 
exercise outdoors. But 
two, we need to limit our 
social interactions to only 
those within our own 
households, which can 
include one or two essen-
tial caregivers or essential 
supports for someone who 
is living alone,” she said.

“Our trajectory is 
already in motion like 
that of a speeding train, 
towards the red zone and 
beyond,” she stressed 
in calling for immedi-
ate changes in public 
behaviour to avoid 
exponential growth in an 
already increasing case-
load.

At midweek, there were 
354 active cases of COVID-
19 in the region, up more 
than 50 per cent from just 
a week earlier. Officials 
were tracking outbreaks 
in 23 locations, just three 
in long-term care homes, 
with most in workplace 
settings.

While there have been 
→RED ZONE 02

Keri Linscott is one of the parents with a child at the Elmira Children’s Centre who now face finding an alternative. Sean Heeger

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

PARENTS ARE UP IN 
ARMS over the Region of 
Waterloo’s plans to close 
the five daycare centres 
it runs, including one in 
Elmira.

Councillors are expected 
to back a consultant’s 
report outlining ways 
to trim costs to avoid a 
projected $25-million 
budget deficit. That would 
be a reversal of the situa-
tion five years ago where 

another KPMG recommen-
dation was turned down.

The closures – four of the 
locations would be shut-
tered in mid-2021, with the 
Elmira centre at a later date 
– would save about $6.8 
million, the consultants 
said. The move would see 
the regional government 
stop providing services 
directly while continuing to 
oversee some 14,000 child-
care spaces and 67 opera-
tors in the region, private 
and non-profit.

Regional Chair Karen 

Redman said the decision 
would be a difficult one, 
arguing some changes 
must be made given that 
the regional spaces amount 
to about two per cent of the 
total but take up about 10 
per cent of the funding.

“COVID-19 has created 
significant challenges 
because there is lower 
enrolment for childcare 
providers across the 
region, due to spacing 
requirements. And these 
challenges are impacting 
the sustainability of some 

childcare programs, and 
additional funding is 
now required to maintain 
childcare spaces. In order to 
protect a very fragile system 
and ensure a more equita-
ble and affordable system, 
particularly for those who 
are most vulnerable, the 
region realizes some diffi-
cult and prudent decisions 
need to be made,” said 
Redman in a media briefing 
last week, ahead of a public 
meeting Wednesday. A 
special council meeting to 

→CHILDCARE 04

Childcare  on the chopping block
Waterloo Region moves away from providing services; Elmira centre could close
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• Wear a face covering.
• Keep 2m apart from 
anyone outside of your 
household.

• Limit your close contact 
to your household only. 

• Wash your hands often. 

The solution
to COVID-19 is
in your hands.

Stopping the spread starts with you.
Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus to learn more

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Elmira Lions Club member Art Woods does some “fall cleaning” along the Kissing Bridge Trailway. 
Damon MacLean

A fire early Monday morning leveled a barn on Middlebrook Road near Balsam Grove Road. An OPP 
officer called it in about 1:30 a.m., and when Woolwich firefighters arrived they found the building 
completely engulfed in flames. The barn housed some 700 square bales of hay, but also some 
calves – most escaped, but several perished. The cause is under investigation, but is not believed 
to be suspicious.  Joe Merlihan

no fatalities in the past 
week, and only one 
in the past couple of 
months, the increase in 
cases will put a strain on 
the healthcare system.

“An increase in deaths 
will start to follow. Rising 
case rates are only the 
tip of the iceberg. What 
we see first when a large 
number of cases appear 
in multiple settings, 
this leads to multiple 
clusters and outbreaks in 
various settings. Which 
leads to further cases 
in even more settings, 
which leads to even more 
clusters and outbreaks,” 
said Wang. “This is what 

COVID is like: it can accel-
erate and it has acceler-
ated exponentially in our 
region.” 

Unchecked, the 
numbers will see the 
region categorized as a 
“red” zone, bringing more 
limitations on a range 
of gatherings, business 
operations and recreation 
options, for instance.

The region has also 
asked the province for 
contact-tracing assistance.

“With each case and 
outbreak, we are seeing 
a very high number of 
contacts that require 
hours of contact tracing 
by public health officials. 
We can’t do this alone, 

we need all levels of 
government’s assistance 
to increase our contact 
tracing capacity,”  said 
regional Chair Karen 
Redman, noting there will 
be more focus on enforce-
ment, as well.

“We’ve seen too many 
outbreaks at employee 
settings where COVID is 
spreading from worker to 
worker. We need stronger 
compliance by workplaces 
to enforce the require-
ments of wearing masks, 
socially distancing where 
possible, hand washing 
and staying home with 
any symptoms. I have 
instructed staff to increase 
our enforcement efforts.”

RED ZONE: Public needs to do more to avoid a lockdown
→FROM 01
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three A Wellesley Township couple received a 
kennel licence last week, clearing the way 
for the addition of a whelping area to a barn 
that is now home to a three-dog pen. Two 
separate kennel pens will be constructed on 
the property at 5015 William Hastings Line to 
house dry dogs/studs under an application 
approved by township councillors meeting 
Nov. 10.

The good news: that fire call was only a 
false alarm. The bad news: it just cost you 
$700. Under a proposed bylaw aired this 
week, Woolwich Township is looking to 
ding property owners for its out-of-pocket 
costs in the case of repetitive false alarms 
that draw a fire department response. 
From the Nov. 20, 2004 edition of The Observer

Wellesley kennel OK’d From the archives
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Gail Martin is the local organizer of Operation Christmas Child, now collecting donations. Damon MacLean

Woolwich 
Lions launch 
winter care 
for homeless 
youth

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

THE CORONAVIRUS 
PANDEMIC HAS MADE 
life tougher for everyone, 
but especially for home-
less people who have fewer 
options than most of us. 
The Woolwich Community 
Lions Club’s annual fund-
raising effort in support 
of homeless youth takes 
on a different tone this 
year, though still focused 
on providing those in 
need with a more joyous 
Christmas.

Now in its third year, 
the We Care program 
aims to help youth aged 
16 to 25 at the oneROOF 
Youth Services, looking 
to provide much-needed 
items such as toiletries 
and gift cards to allow the 
young people to purchase 
what they require. 

“We Care we’ve done 
for three years straight 
[because] there’s a real 
need there. … It’s hard 
when you’re trying to 
figure out ‘where am I 
going to live, and where 
am I going to get food?’” 
said club president Lynn 
McLaughlin of the impe-
tus for the program. It’s 
[just] nice to be thought 
of at Christmas time that 
somebody cares enough to 
give you a gift. 

“Woolwich Community 
Lions are here to help 
people. [Whether it is] 
financially, physically, 
emotionally, we’re really 
trying to help the commu-
nity. And that’s what we’re 
all about, all we’ve done 

→ HOMELESS 04

The season of 
giving is now

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

FOLLOWING A RECORD-
HIGH 2019, VOLUN-
TEERS at Emmanuel 
Evangelical Missionary 
Church in Elmira are once 
again collecting shoeboxes 
to help spread holiday 
joy to children in impov-
erished nations via the 
Operation Christmas Child 
program.

As with almost everything 
else, there will be some 
changes this year due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 
underlying purpose remains 
the same, says local orga-
nizer Gail Martin. 

The campaign collects 

various items such as 
hygiene products, school 
supplies, and small toys 
that can be put into shoebox 
parcels. The boxes are then 
sent overseas to youngsters 
in developing nations. 
Operation Christmas Child, 
first launched in 1990, is a 
program of the Christian 
organization Samaritan’s 
Purse, which does year-
round work on projects such 
as building schools and 
clean-water systems in the 
developing world.

“This year, a lot of 
things are the same in that 
individuals will pack the 
shoeboxes and fill [them] 
with supplies that will go 
to children in developing 

nations. That doesn’t 
change.” 

What does change is 
the way that the gifts are 
dropped off and received. 

“What we’re doing is 
when people are dropping 
off donations, we’re doing 
it in a physically distanced 
way. We’re going to have 
a table set up outside the 
church on collection,” 
Martin, explained, noting 
the collection period is 
now underway until Satur-
day (November 21).

“Volunteers will be 
inside. We ask that donors 
just empty out their vehi-
cles and put stuff on the 
table. We do have some 

→ SHOEBOXES 05

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

A PANDEMIC-FUELLED 
INCREASE IN DEMAND 
for its services has been 
met with a boost in 
support from the commu-
nity, the Food Bank of 
Waterloo Region notes in a 
new report.

The lockdown and resul-
tant economic downturn 
following the coronavirus 
pandemic also forced 
the organization to make 
changes even as more 
people sought food assis-
tance, the impact study 
notes.

Still, things are going as 
well as could be expected 
under the circumstances, 
largely due to commu-
nity support, said Wendi 
Campbell, CEO of the Food 
Bank of Waterloo Region.

“We’re just so incredibly 
thankful for the support 
that we received from 
the community, which 
is one of the reasons we 
wanted to distribute that 
impact report to really 
show the community how 
their support has really 
helped us to keep moving 
and helped us to provide 
support to this range of 
programs and services 
throughout our commu-
nity,” she said.

Continued support from 
the community, whether 
it be a food donation, 
or a financial donation 
is always appreciated. 
Whether people are donat-
ing directly to the food 

Pandemic increased demand thirty per 
cent; more calls for assistance

bank of Waterloo Region 
or directly to Woolwich 
Community Services [and] 
we actually are running a 
bit of a holiday campaign 
that allows people to make 
that choice – regardless, 
every little bit helps. And I 
think that’s really import-
ant.” 

At the start of the 
pandemic, she notes, 
there was a 40 per cent 
increase in the amount of 
food distributed over the 
year prior. There was also 
a 30 per cent increase in 
new households that were 
serviced (1,301), and a 307 
per cent increase in the 
number of calls received 
from people who were 
looking for services.

The report, which covers 
the period between March 
23 and August 31, shows 
the food bank provided 
333,703 meals at 36 shelter, 
residential and outreach 
programs; 21,274 individ-
ual recipients received 
emergency food and 
hunger relief support; and 
2,300,332 pounds of fresh, 
frozen and non-perishable 
food items were acquired 
and distributed through-
out the region. 

The food bank run by 
Woolwich Community 
Services has seen similar 
increase in the number of 
people requesting assis-
tance.

Lisa Martin, foodbank 
coordinator with WCS, 
said the agency has many 
programs to meet the 

Food banks 
adjusting to 
meet demand

CATEGORY STYLE - IDENTIFIER

→ FOOD BANKS 04

Local Operation Christmas Child looking for filled shoeboxes
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A D V E R T O R I A L

CCC Sulphur Products (also 
known as Sulco Chemicals Lim-
ited) has made a commitment 
to keep the community in-
formed of our efforts to protect 
health, safety and the environ-
ment. With the installation of a 
recent facility upgrade, we want 
to share the steps we have tak-
en to meet these initiatives.

CCC Sulphur Products manu-
factures sulphuric acid, oleum 
and sodium bisulphite from 
molten sulphur. The sulphur that 
we consume is a by-product 
of oil refining and gas process-
ing from refineries in Ontario. 
Sulphuric acid is one of the most 
commonly produced chemicals 
in the world and is primarily 
used in the manufacture of 
fertilizers. Other uses include car 
batteries, steel production and 
water treatment.

Oleum is mainly used in the 
production of aluminum and 
refrigerants. Sodium bisulphite 
is used in the pulp and paper 
industry for bleaching in paper 
production and for the dechlo-
rination of municipal drinking 
water and waste water systems.

These production process-
es generate a lot of heat and 
so, at the end of 2020, we will 
be installing a steam turbine 
and an air-cooled condenser 
(pictured above) to take advan-
tage of this surplus heat. This 
facility upgrade will take steam 
from production and convert 
it into electricity. This steam is 
currently used on-site, sold to 
local manufacturing facilities via 
pipeline and vented to atmo-
sphere when all other demands 
are met.

Now we will be able to take 
this excess steam and run it 
through the turbine that ro-
tates an electrical generator to 
produce enough electricity to 
allow the facility to be self-suffi-
cient. The exhaust low- pressure 
steam from the turbine will be 
cooled with an air-cooled con-
denser to recycle the water back 

into the steam production pro-
cess. Much of the project work is 
being done with the support of 
local contractors who have been 
key partners.

With the facility consuming 
less water as well as being 
self-sufficient on its electrical 
needs, we will be a business 
with the potential to operate 
completely “off-grid”. This 
upgrade will also allow the 
facility to remove all natural gas 
burning equipment used in day-
to-day operations. An impres-
sive accomplishment for any 
business and a testament that 
we can all make a difference 
in reducing our environmental 
footprint.

In 2019 we presented the 
various turbine design options 
to our Community Advisory 
Panel (CAP) with items that 
focused on water conserva-
tion, spill control, noise impact, 
water vapor plume appearance, 
maintenance, economics and 
delivery schedule. With the help 
of our CAP we decided on a final 
option that not only suited our 
company, but also suited our 
community representatives. CCC 
Sulphur Products is verified ev-
ery three years by the Chemistry 
Industry Association of Canada 
(CIAC) to ensure we meet the 
Responsible Care® ethic. Our 
CAP is a large part of meeting 
that ethos. The November 2018 
verification results are available 
on the CIAC website - www.
canadianchemistry.ca; our next 
verification will be completed 
in February of 2022. During this 
process, community represen-
tatives will participate and learn 
more about what it means to be 
a Responsible Care® company 
and a good neighbour.

CCC Sulphur Products has 
been a proud employer and 
community member since 1968 
and these recent changes show 
our on-going commitment to 
reduce our local environmental 
footprint.

CCC Sulphur Products aims to 
reduce environmental footprint

Air Cooled  
Condenser

decide the matter is sched-
uled for December 2.

News of the planned 
closures caused something 
of an uproar on social 
media, with scores of 
people signing up to speak 
at the online public forum 
Wednesday.

Keri Linscott, a parent in 
the community with a child 
who attends the Elmira 
centre, called the region’s 
move ill-considered, 
especially in the middle of 
a pandemic. 

“The prospect of closing 
or off-loading childcare 
centres during a pandemic 
is shameful. These centres 
play an important role in 
the childcare system in the 
Region of Waterloo. Espe-
cially [in] Elmira where 
there are not a lot of options 
for licensed childcare. I 
have my daughter on the 
waiting list for the infant 
program and there aren’t 
a lot of options when it 
comes to finding spaces,” 
said Linscott. Linscott 
argued the region has 
ploughed ahead with much 
transparency or collabora-
tion with the community, 
adding she is unhappy 
with the process because 
this was very sudden and 
does not seem to have a full 
public review.

Also fighting the planned 
closures is the union repre-
senting the employees 

CHILDCARE: Parents expected to push back ahead of vote
→FROM 1 of the regional childcare 

centres, the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees 
(CUPE).

Noelle Fletcher, presi-
dent of CUPE Local 1883, 
says the closure will not 
only negatively impact the 
families who send their 
kids to these centres, but 
employees – the majority 
of whom are women – will 
be put in precarious work 
situations. 

“The impact is that 
they’re going to be losing, 
and it’s all women.
They’re going to be losing 
good-paying with benefits 
jobs, and the result of that 
can be that they may be 
able to find work at other 
childcare [centres] but 
those childcare [centres] 
are not going to pay the 
same wage, which people 
can look at as good and 
bad. We all know that ECE’s 
(early childhood educa-
tors) childcare teachers 
are grossly underpaid. 
They have been for a long 
time, and investing in the 
community is also invest-
ing indecent quality work 
for women,” said Fletcher. 

While the region has 
suggested some of the 
savings from the closures 
could go back into the 
daycare system, there are 
no specifics, including 
guarantees there will be 
spots in underserviced 
areas such as Elmira, she 

added.
The region “has not given 

really any concrete indica-
tion that the money that 
they take away from the 
childcare centres is going 
to be used for additional 
childcare spots, so that is 
very concerning.”

Late Tuesday evening, 
the region did provide an 
update to parents, releas-
ing a statement about the 
timing of any transition. 

“Due to obligations to 
continue child care opera-
tions at Elmira Children’s 
Centre the transition 
plan for Elmira will be 
completed separately. 
The plan will be created 
in collaboration with the 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board and Ministry 
of Education with consider-
ation of WRDSB-ROW Joint 
Use Agreement and CUPE 
1883 collective agreement. 
According to the Joint Use 
Agreement, 365 days notice 
is required to transfer oper-
ations at Elmira to a differ-
ent child care operator.”

Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz noted because there 
is an agreement with the 
school board, they will 
be looking at how to best 
approach continuing the 
centre in Elmira. What 
remains up in the air is 
whether the region will find 
a way to run it or another 
provider will take over the 
operation. 

for years.”
McLaughlin notes many 

households are struggling 
just now, with parents 
out of work. Such stresses 
may be contributing to 
the increase in homeless 
youth right now as we 
head into the holiday 
season, she said.

Until December 3, the club 

is asking the community to 
help support the youth at 
oneROOF, an 18-bed, co-ed 
emergency shelter.

McLaughlin says small 
denomination gift cards 
– $5, $10, $15 and the 
like – are a great way for 
youth to purchase much-
needed items. Residents 
are asked to arrange a safe 
drop-off for these cards 
by contacting the club. 
Monetary donations will 
also be accepted, and gift 

HOMELESS: Lions look to help youth in need
→FROM 03

Lynn McLaughlin

→LIONS 5

demand, including food 
hampers, ‘Fresh Food 
Friday,’ a bread program 
that runs on Mondays, 
and the ‘Lunch Crunch’ 
program. Many of these 
services have seen an 
uptick in the usage from 
residents in the commu-
nity since the pandemic 
began. 

“I would say that 
our walk-in program 
has greatly increased 
and [food] hampers 
have increased a bit… 
we’re seeing those have 
increased the most. 
Hampers are still full, 
but the fact that people 
can walk in and grab a 
few items has definitely 
increased,” said Martin. 

Over the next few 

months, the Food Bank of 
Waterloo Region expects 
that they may see a 30 per 
cent increase in requests 
for services. While they 
do not have a timeframe 
for if or when this may 
occur, Campbell says 
the pandemic plan they 
have in place has allowed 
them to ensure they are 
prepared for the next six, 
12 or even 18 months. 

With the holidays right 
around the corner, there 
will be even more need for 
support from the commu-
nity so food banks here in 
the townships and across 
the region can continue to 
thrive.

Campbell says they 
will be running a holiday 
campaign where donors 
can select where they 

want their donation to go. 
She says they are in need 
of items such as cereal, 
canned fruit, canned 
meat, fish, peanut butter 
and other non-perishable 
items. 

“If people are shopping 
and can pick up a couple of 
those most needed items 
and leave it at the grocery 
store those donations go a 
really long way to helping 
us fill those gaps in our 
inventory and financial 
resources help keep trucks 
on the road and supply 
chains steady and the 
ability to purchase food 
whenthings get tough,” 
she said.

For more information, 
visit thefoodbank.ca or 
woolwichcommunityser-
vices.org.

FOOD BANKS: Demand, services have shifted this year
→FROM 03
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$4.69

ROASTER 
CHICKENS        

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$5.55 /lbBACON & CHEESE LOAF        

$1.99
/lb Reg.$2.69/lb

DELI SLICED
/lb

Children’s ‘Wish Trees’ are located at Home Hardware 
Stores in Elmira, Linwood and St. Jacobs.  An Adult
Wish Tree is located at Canadian Tire in Elmira.  
Simply remove a 'wish tag’ from the tree, purchase 
the item and return it to any of the above 
locations or the WCS office. 

All donations can be dropped off by December 9th,
at WOOLWICH COMMUNITY SERVICES (WCS)
5 Memorial Ave., Elmira 

Please make a donation of:

Christmas
Goodwill
Christmas
Goodwill

New Clothes, Toys or Cash

For more information, to volunteer, or to 
request a hamper, please call WCS:

Wish Trees

To sponsor a family call WCS or email 
christmasgoodwillsponsors@yahoo.com

35 Oriole Pkwy E., Elmira | 519-669-1588 315 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5403

This ad is sponsored by:

NOVEMBER 11

9:30 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of a stolen bike from 
an address on Hawkesville 
Road in Woolwich Town-
ship. The bicycle, a teal 
18-speed mountain bike, 
was believed to have been 
stolen earlier that morn-
ing.. Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call police 
at 519-570-9777. 

2:40 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a report of a collision 
involving an SUV and a 
truck and trailer at Line 
86 and Northfield Drive, 
east of Elmira. The driver 
of the SUV lost control, 
striking the trailer portion 
of the truck. There was 
significant damage to the 
vehicles. As a result of the 
investigation, the driver of 
the SUV was charged with 
‘careless driving.’

6:36 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to a report of 
an assault at an address on 
Scheifele Place in Breslau. 
Two individuals engaged 
in a verbal dispute that 
became physical. Officers 
investigated and there 
were no grounds to lay 
charges. 

NOVEMBER 12

3:13 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of a theft at a busi-
ness located in the area of 

FOR THE FIFTH YEAR, 
THE Ontario Provincial 
Police has published a 
calendar featuring the 
dogs of its canine unit, 
which has been involved 
in some 1,700 calls so far 
this year.

The unit provides 
support for search and 
rescue, tracking wanted 
persons, detecting narcot-
ics and searching for 
firearms, explosives and 
physical evidence.

Hamilton Road and Neville 
Street in New Hamburg. 
The theft is believed to 
have occurred around 
12:50- 1:20 a.m. on Nov. 
9. Unknown suspects stole 
commercial property from 
the business. The investi-
gation is ongoing. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

6:00 PM | A 29-year-old 
Elmira woman was charged 
with ‘careless driving’ after 
a pedestrian was struck by 
a vehicle on Highway 23 
south of Listowel. Perth 
County OPP, Perth County 
Paramedic Service and the 
North Perth Fire Depart-
ment responded to a colli-
sion on Perth Road 164 
(Highway 23) near Line 60. 
An adult pedestrian had 
crossed the road and was 
struck by a vehicle trav-
elling northbound. They 
were transported to a local 
hospital by ambulance 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. The accused is 
scheduled to appear at the 
Ontario Court of Justice in 
Stratford at a later date to 
answer to the charges. 

NOVEMBER 14

2:00 AM | A Welling-
ton County OPP officer 
was monitoring traffic 
and conducting radar 
on Wellington Road 18 
east of the Fourth Line in 
the Township of Centre 

Wellington when they 
observed an eastbound 
motor vehicle travelling at 
a speed that appeared to 
be well above the posted 
80 km/h speed limit. The 
vehicle was locked on 
radar at 130 km/h. Further 
investigation revealed 
that the plates on the 
vehicle were registered 
to another motor vehicle 
and the coupe that was 
involved in the incident 
was deemed to be unfit. 
As a result, as 20-year-old 
Erin man was charged with 
‘racing a motor vehicle,’ 
‘plates not authorized for 
motor vehicle’ and ‘operate 
unfit motor vehicle.’ The 
defendant is scheduled 
to appear in Guelph at the 
Ontario Court of Justice - 
Provincial Offences Court 
on May 5, 2021. The vehi-
cle and driver’s licence 
were seized for a period of 
seven days as per statute.

 NOVEMBER 15

12:04 AM | A member of 
Waterloo Regional Police 
Service’s Traffic Unit 
observed a motor vehicle 
travelling at a high rate 
of speed in the area of 
Arthur Street South and 
Sawmill Road in Woolwich 
Township. The vehicle 
was allegedly travelling 
127 km/h in an 80 km/h 
zone. A traffic stop was 
conducted. As a result 
of the investigation, the 
driver was issued a three-
day licence suspension for 

being a novice driver with 
a blood-alcohol concen-
tration above zero. The 
driver was also charged 
with ‘speeding’ and ‘driving 
without a licence.’

6:29 PM | Emergency 
services responded to 
reports of a motor vehi-
cle collision involving two 
vehicles at the intersec-
tion of Katherine Street 
North and Line 86 in Wool-
wich Township, where the 
traffic lights were out in 
the area due to a power 
outage. One vehicle was 
travelling on Katherine 
Street North and the other 
vehicle was travelling on 
Line 86 when both vehi-
cles entered the intersec-
tion without stopping. Both 
drivers sustained serious 
injuries. As a result of the 
investigation, both drivers 
were charged with ‘failure 
to yield at an uncontrolled 
intersection.’

NOVEMBER 16

1:30 AM | Emergency 
services responded to a 
barn on fire at an address 
near Middlebrook and 
Weisenberg roads in Wool-
wich Township. The barn 
was fully engulfed and 
destroyed, and several 
cattle were lost. The cause 
of the fire is undetermined 
but has not been deemed 
to be suspicious. There 
were no reported physical 
injuries to the residents of 
the farm.

Calendar photo shoots among duties of OPP canine unit

The fifth annual OPP 
Canine Unit Calendar 
showcases the high-
ly-trained canines that 
work to keep Ontario safe. 
Each month features 
an OPP canine from 
across the province with 
a write-up identifying 
their specialty and home 
location. All proceeds 
from the 2021 OPP Canine 
Unit Calendar go to the 
OPP Youth Foundation 
and the Friends of The 

OPP Museum. Last year’s 
calendar sales raised 
$25,309.64 for those 
causes.

Each calendar costs $10 
and can be purchased at 
the OPP Off Duty Shop at 
oppshop.on.ca.

minor forms to fill out, 
but we’ll have a pen there 
and then it will be cleaned 
between visitors. Volun-
teers are able to help if 
needed,” said Martin. 

Other prevention 
measures include the 
group of 15 volunteers 
wearing masks/facial 
coverings, gloves and 
staggered groups that are 
involved in social bubbles.  

Another process of the 
tradition that remains 
unchanged is Kiwanis 
Transit taking the boxes 
to Hope Lutheran Church 
in Kitchener, a central hub 

to gather donations before 
shipping them to the 
likes of Senegal, Gambia, 
Guinea Bissau, Guinea, 
Sierra Leone, El Salvador, 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica.  

The Kiwanis drivers 
will not be involved in 
the process of handling 
packages to reduce the 
amount of contact during 
the process, Martin noted.

Given the situation this 
year, the organization 
doesn’t know what to expect 
in the way of donations.

“Last year was a 
record-breaking year, we 
had over 1,500 shoe boxes. 
I expect that it’ll be lower 

this year. We have prob-
ably not as many people 
are attending church each 
week because some, espe-
cially some of our older 
members, feel that they 
need to be extra cautious. 
So, there’s that. But the 
larger community as well 
– people have a lot on their 
mind right now, a lot of 
things are juggling.” 

That said, Martin 
expects many people will 
still embrace the season of 
giving.

“I think this year, a lot 
of people are looking for 
things that give them 
meaning and joy. They’re 

going to be looking for 
ways to celebrate the 
holiday season, especially 
if we’re not allowed to have 
big huge gatherings like 
we’re used to. And this is a 
really meaningful way for 
family to spread the joy of 
Christmas,” she said.

The option is available 
to support the cause from 
a distance for people 
who may not be comfort-
able dropping off a box 
in person. Through the 
Operation Christmas Child 
webpage (www.samari-
tanspurse.ca), people can 
package a virtual box, for 
instance.

 

SHOEBOXES: Pandemic has shifted the way charity is collecting goods
→FROM 3

cards can be purchased 
on behalf of residents 
by the club. E-transfer 
is accepted at wclctrea-
surer03@gmail.com, or 
donations can be made 
by going to the Woolwich 
Community Lions Club 
Facebook page. 

There’s also a focus on 
winter-care items, she 
added. Things such as 
hats, gloves, underwear 
(must be new), gently used 
sweaters, hygiene items 
(toothbrushes, sham-
poo, deodorant), plastic 
cutlery, and hand warmers 
are all on the list as the 

LIONS: Club accepting drop-offs
→FROM 4 club collects donations. 

McLaughlin also says 
pet food, divided up into 
small Ziploc bags, would 
be appreciated for those 
youth who have animals as 
it is not feasible for them 
to carry around large bags 
of food.

These items can be 
dropped off by donors to 
Brian’s Foto Source (57 
Arthur St. S., Elmira), or 
to 8 Mourning Dove Cres., 
Elmira and 217 Pine Grove 
Cres., Waterloo. 

For more information 
on the fundraising event, 
visit woolwichcommuni-
tylions.com.
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get  
your local news.
Online: observerxtra.com/about

Opinion “The current federal judicial appointment 
system is open to too much political inter-
ference by the ruling party, which violates 
the independence of the courts that is 
need to ensure democratic good govern-
ment and fair law enforcement for all.”  
Duff Conacher on Democracy Watch’s legal challenge of 
Ottawa’s system of appointing judges.

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) rose 
0.7% on a year-over-year basis in Octo-
ber, up from a 0.5% increase in September, 
led by higher prices for food. Excluding 
gasoline, the CPI rose 1.0% in October, 
matching the increase in September.  
Statistics Canada

Verbatim The Monitor

Running in the red, whether behind the wheel of 
your car or in managing your finances, is typically 
not a good thing. The same is true with measures to 
reduce the spread of the novel coronavirus, though 

that’s  increasingly likely given the surge in COVID-19 cases.
Waterloo Region is currently at “orange” level, called 

“restrict,” with intermediate control measures in place.  The 
third of five levels that ends with a new lockdown, an orange 
classification puts more stringent limits on social gatherings 
(10 people indoors, 25 outdoors), church services (30 per cent 
capacity indoors) and restaurants (maximum of 50 per facility). 

At “red,” the restrictions become even more stringent, though 
most businesses would continue to operate, unlike a complete 
lockdown.

Nobody wants to go that way, but the number of cases is what 
will determine that. Ontario has seen a big increase in COVID-
19 diagnoses, with daily jumps of more than 1,000. While the 
mortality rate has fallen as the healthcare system learned more 
about treating the disease, there were still a dozen deaths in the 
past week, bringing the total to 3,383. Of pressing concern are 
hospitalization rates. At midweek, there were some 530 people 
hospitalized due to the disease, 127 of whom were in intensive 
care, 75 on ventilators. 

In the region, the numbers are spiking just now, with daily 
increases at levels not seen since April, at the height of the 
original outbreak. As a result, we’ve advanced from “yellow” to 
“orange” in the past week, with sliding into “red” looking like a 
possibility. 

Such restrictions are necessary when we fail to follow basic 
protocols, allowing the virus to spread more easily. And the 
more it spreads, the more likely it will spread to those who relax 
their vigilance, particularly when it comes to avoiding social 
contact. In fact, social events – more often private and in our 
homes rather than in restaurants – are proving to be bigger 
spreaders than workplaces and schools.

That latter point is good news for those who want to keep 
schools open, as those closures are some of the most onerous 
when it comes to making adjustments for the pandemic. 

Research shows that getting kids back to school has not been 
a big issue. The return to classrooms has largely been safe, 
not really fuelling the pandemic. That said, there has been an 
uptick in those numbers of late – of the cumulative total of 3,518 
school-related cases, 1,126 have come in the past two weeks. 
Still, the numbers remain relatively low, which is good news for 
parents with kids in school.

The provincial government is working on new guidelines for 
to help reverse the recent increases at schools, with no plans for 
closures.

Where some of us were lulled into a false sense of security 
by lower case counts during the summer, the surge is a stark 
reminder why that wasn’t a good idea. Positive news about 
vaccines are encouraging, but it’ll be many months before 
they’re widely distributed even if they ultimately win regulatory 
approval. 

Letting down our guard at this point is ill-advised, with offi-
cials imploring residents to strictly adhere to the public health 
measures that helped bring the first wave under control and 
allowed Ontario to re-open its economy. They stress that people 
must continue to wash their hands frequently, practice physical 
distancing, wear masks when required, stay home when they 
are sick, and neither host nor attend unsafe gatherings and 
parties.

Many of us have returned to work, with kids heading back to 
school; those are gatherings, but they are largely controllable 
and an essential part of restoring some semblance of normality. 
The likes of parties and other social gatherings aren’t necessary. 
Sure, we’d like to get back to that kind of normal, too, but a little 
shared sacrifice now will not only save lives but help us avoid 
returning to a lockdown situation. Nobody wants to go through 
that again even as we’re on the verge of redlining.

Failing to curb virus' spread 
has us falling into the red

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

One Hong Kong lawmaker, 
Claudia Mo, said it was 

“the death-knell of Hong Kong’s 
democracy fight.” But she was 
part of it: one of the 15 remain-
ing pro-democracy members of 
the Legislative Council (Legco) 
who resigned last week in 
protest at the expulsion of four 
other democratically elected 
members of the pseudo-parlia-
ment.

Wu Chi-wai, speaking for the 
15 who resigned, tweeted that 
“‘One country, two systems’ 
in Hong Kong has come to 
an end.” That is true, and it is 
regrettable, but it’s hard to see 
how a mass resignation that 
eliminates all pro-democracy 
legislators from Legco helps the 
cause. 

Bad tactics in a good cause 
has been the hallmark of the 
Hong Kong democratic move-
ment’s behaviour throughout 
the past 18 months. It mobilized 
a very effective non-violent 
protest campaign when the 
Communist government in 
Beijing introduced a law in 
June 2019 that directly chal-
lenged the deal signed by China 
and the former colonial power, 
the United Kingdom, in 1997.

The UK ignored the demo-
cratic rights of the city’s 
Chinese majority for most of 
its 155-year tenure, but when 
London handed the colony 
back to China in 1997 it did get 

Hong Kong and China: one country, one system
ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

a guarantee that Hong Kong 
could keep its free institutions, 
including freedom of speech 
and of the press, impartial 
courts, and a separate, partly 
democratic government for 
50 years. ‘One country, two 
systems’ was the slogan.

Beijing’s new law would have 
allowed Hong Kong residents 
to be transferred to mainland 
courts for certain ‘security’ 
offenses, so the protesters 
spilled out into the streets to 
protect the status quo, which 
kept all Hong Kongers free 
from Communist interference. 
Within three months Chief 
Executive Carrie Lam withdrew 
the legislation.

The Hong Kong government 
is not an entirely free agent and 
Lam initially went along with 
Beijing’s demand. By withdraw-
ing it she was signalling that 
Beijing was willing to drop the 
matter for now. But the protest-
ers snatched defeat from the 
jaws of victory.

The sensible thing to do was 
accept the concession and go 
home. Beijing’s demand might 
come back again in five years, 
but enjoy the time you have 
won. The Communist regime 
will never let you have any 

more than this, and the main-
land population outnumbers 
you 200-to-one.

Instead of going home happy, 
the protesters stayed out in the 
streets and raised the stakes, 
demanding fully free elections 
and more autonomy for Hong 
Kong. They also broke the 
prime rule and allowed their 
protests to become violent. 
(Don’t explain that the police 
are being violent. Of course 
they are, but your only safety 
lies in remaining non-violent 
regardless of the provocation.)

So Xi Jinping’s Communist 
regime in Beijing struck back 
hard against what it saw as a 
serious challenge to its author-
ity. A new law was imposed on 
Hong Kong, contrary to the 
1997 agreement, that effectively 
subordinates the city’s legal 
system to Beijing’s whims.

It was the end of Hong Kong’s 
legal autonomy, and to rub it in 
four pro-democracy legislators 
were expelled from the Legco. 
In a final quixotic gesture last 
week all the remaining demo-
crats in the Legco quit too. It’s a 
prelude to a far larger abandon-
ment.

Hong Kong’s relative freedom 
was always conditional and 
ultimately doomed (2047 at 
the latest), but this blundering 
collapse was premature and 
far from inevitable. Only two 

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER | 08
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KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

Daycare centre cuts are syptomatic of an entrenched bureaucracy

Useful services appear 
to be first on the chopping 
block while wasteful and 
unnecessary projects will 
continue to burn through 
your tax dollars.

In that vein, you can bet 
the reduced services will 
not produce a commensu-
rate reduction in taxes. Far 
from it, as governments 
never go down the road, 
the region being an egre-
gious example. 

While most of us realize 
tax increases are inevita-
ble over the long term due 
to the increased costs for 
real, hard goods, not just 
featherbedding, the key is 
to make them worthwhile.

As has been pointed 
out on numerous occa-
sions, fees for municipal 
services such as water 
and sewers are rising at 
rates well above infla-

tion, as is the case with 
other utilities. The key to 
helping residents cope 
with those increases is to 
cut other spending so that 
the net cost is zero. So, if 
water costs the average 
resident another $100 a 
year, property taxes – i.e. 
other spending – should 
be cut by a commensurate 
amount. 

The idea is to identify 
the most essential of 
services offered to resi-
dents, then to begin trim-
ming away at everything 
else. Does that include 
cuts to daycare centres? 
Maybe. Maybe not. The 
consultation never went 
that far. (And let’s not talk 
about governments’ addic-
tion to consultants, often 
paid to find a particular 
outcome and always hired 
as a way to provide third-
party cover for decisions.)

Typically, proposals to  
reduce spending  become 
threats of cuts to service 
levels, with the implica-

tion that citizens would 
receive less in the way 
of frontline services and 
programs. That termi-
nology is disingenuous 
at best: officials know 
perfectly well there are 
cuts that can be made 
without the public even 
noticing, including 
staff reductions at the 
administrative level and 
adjustments to wages and 
benefits. 

Such ploys are a way for 
staff to entice councillors 
to avoid cuts they don’t 
want while channelling 
money to favoured ends 
– see, for instance, failed 
if-you-build-it-they-will-
come spending on transit 
and bike lanes. Council-
lors should be aware of 
that, but the results would 
suggest otherwise.

It’s for such reasons 
that basic services such 
as road repairs and other 
infrastructure priorities 
go undone, as township 
residents can clearly see. 

Infrastructure and front-
line services often appear 
secondary to adminis-
trative priorities – i.e. 
perquisites. 

There’s been a clear 
pattern of much of 
the increased funding 
channelled to municipal 
coffers courtesy of growth 
going to staff rather than 
to services or tax cuts. 
Equally obvious is just 
how little of that growth 
has been a boon to citi-
zens. Much of that growth 
got sucked into the black 
hole of staff increases, 
higher wages and pet 
projects that provide zero 
benefit to the public, often 
doing harm instead.

Growth is also a culprit 
in this regard, putting ever-
more stress on the current 
infrastructure while 
adding to the inventory 
that will one day require 
more government money 
to maintain and replace. 
And always at a cost greater 
than the purported bene-

fits of growth.
The downsides of 

growth – a long list, not 
limited to the inarguable 
ecological damage – 
should be top of mind to 
local politicians dealing 
with budgets just now.

As with governments of 
all stripes, program bloat 
and internal entitlements 
become entrenched. In 
budget deliberations, 
there is a rationale for 
every spending request. 
Taken in isolation, each 
may make sense, but 
it’s the role of elected 
officials to see the big 
picture, and to nip in the 
bud empire-building and 
incremental growth.

This is not a call for 
wholesale hacking 
and slashing. We need 
services. We have to pay 
for them. Where needs 
shift into wants, we’ve 
got more leeway. Where 
spending does not directly 
benefit the bulk of the citi-
zenry, the axe should fall.

Longstanding practices 
of ignoring the public good 
has led to taxpayer fatigue, 
adding fuel to those who 
call for wholesale disman-
tling of government 
services.

It’s something to keep 
in mind as the region and 
local municipalities work 
on their budget. 

The region is looking 
at a $25-million deficit, 
proposing cuts such 
as those to the daycare 
centres. Council’s past 
spending mistakes can’t 
be easily undone, but cuts 
will have to come. Are 
daycare centres among the 
most expendable services? 
Probably not. That kind 
of money could easily be 
found internally, with 
administrative cuts the 
public would never see. 

Greater transparency 
and an effort to cut deeper 
across the bureaucracy are 
both called for if regional 
council wishes to be seen 
as making a credible effort 
to represent the citizenry.Temporary measures to wear masks does seem to be an issue where other longstanding restrictions are not.

There is a debate 
to be had about 

whether Waterloo Region 
– or any government, 
for that matter – should 
be involved in funding 
daycare centres, let alone 
running them. The same 
is true of all government 
services, which at a mini-
mum should go through 
the “how many people 
benefit and at what cost?” 
filter. 

That debate isn’t the 
issue, however, in the 
region’s plans to close 
down the five daycare 
centres it operates, one of 
them in Elmira. Moreover, 
the middle of a pandemic 
isn’t the time to be 
contemplating such things 
given the economic situa-
tion and plethora of stress 
on residents, families in 
particular.

More to the point, the 
closures are yet another 
indication that bureau-
crats will always go first to 
cuts in frontline services 
when looking to find ways 
to offset their own prof-
ligacy – in this case, the 
ill-considered decision to 
waste money on light rail 
transit has put the region 
in a deep financial hole. 
It’s plan for dealing with 
that isn’t to cut its losses 
on that front, but to begin 
eroding other services, as 
township residents who 
used to have nearby trans-
fer stations, for instance, 
will recall.

There is an inherent 
resistance to downsizing 
within bureaucracies. 
When cuts do come, they 
typically involve frontline 
staff, not management and 
other entrenched bureau-
crats. Those affected tend 
to get lower pay while 
doing the actual work that 
is of value to the public. In 
that light, cuts don’t save 
as much money as they 
could, hurt services to the 
people paying the freight 
and maintain manage-
ment layers that provide 
little if any value.



8  |  O P I N I O N THE OBSERVER | Thursday, November 19, 2020

STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

The pangs of giving an old friend the boot

in denial as to how bad the 
boots really are.

The stages of denial are 
subtle, too. First, we deny 
that they now have holes 
in them that allow water 
in. Instead, we blame the 
sloshing noise inside them 
on an unnatural increase 
in foot sweat. 

Even when the boots fill 
up with water and act like 
a bilge pump with each 
step, we do not place the 
blame on the boot. Rather, 
we go to a podiatrist who, 
if he is insensitive to these 
things, breaks the news 

that those old beat up 
boots are to blame. 

After that point, we buy 
all sorts of boot-sealing 
and patching products and 
we do our best to prevent 
water from getting in. 

We also rough up with 
treads that have worn 
down to the point of 
dangerous. We replace 
laces and eyelets. We patch 
and try to sew the leather 
tongue.

When all that fails, we 
relegate those boots to dry 
weather use. 

We do this because they 
are comfortable from 
years of breaking in, and 
because we remember how 
much we paid for them 
15 years ago, and because 
they are a good brand, 
and mostly because "have 
you seen the price of good 
boots lately?"

But also because of 
nostalgia.

After all, these are the 
boots that we wore when 
we took our best buck, 
the ones we shot limits 
of grouse and duck with, 
discovered new country 
with, and met old friend 
while wearing. We wore 
these boots during all the 
best outdoors moments of 
our lives.

And when we took off 

these boots in front of the 
person we finally settled 
on, he or she did not wince 
at the smell emanating 
from them, which pretty 
well confirmed our 
compatibility.

In short, old hunting 
boots are special and, if we 
are a little superstitious, 
some of us might even 
consider them lucky. So 
it’s no wonder that we 
refuse to accept that they 
are on their way out. 

But eventually, there 

comes a time when we 
must accept that every-
thing must one day pass. 
Your first clue is probably 
when the lower half of the 
boot separates from the 
upper half a mile from the 
road.

That’s when you duct 
tape them up one last time 
and make the long walk 
back. 

Then when you get 
home, you take them off 
and put them away in the 
basement, where they will 

remain, in hopes that one 
day modern science will 
come up with better boot 
restoration technology.

And as much as it pains 
you, you go online and do 
your research, and then 
you go to the store for 
another pair of hunting 
boots that will be your 
constant companions for 
the next ten seasons or 
so.

But before this happens, 
though, you do a whole lot 
of sole searching.

In the pantheon of things 
an outdoorsman must 

one day mourn, an old pair 
of hunting boots is high 
on the list – somewhere 
between the wool long 
underwear he has never 
washed and the favourite 
fishing lure that he found 
lodged in an overhanging 
limb. 

Needless to say, retiring 
a pair of hunting boots is 
never an easy thing, for 
an old pair of hunting 
boots is like an old friend, 
although most times they 
smell a whole lot better.

The problem, in my 
experience, is that it is 
difficult to know exactly 
when to say goodbye. As 
outdoorsmen, we are often 

substantive questions now 
remain. What happens to 
Taiwan, and where will 
all the Hong Kongers who 
want to leave go?

One-third of Hong 
Kong’s seven million 
people were born on the 
mainland: some of them 
moved to the city for the 
money, but most were 
undoubtedly getting away 
from the Communists. 
Another third will be the 
children or grandchildren 
of those refugees (the 
city’s population was only 
600,000 in 1945), and will 
probably share their opin-
ions. A lot will leave.

An estimated 600,000 

Hong Kong residents 
already hold full foreign 
passports, half Canadi-
ans and most of the rest 
Australian, British or 
American. They acquired 
them as an insurance 
policy, and this is the 
contingency they were 
insuring against.

Another three million 
people hold British 
National (Overseas) pass-
ports or can easily acquire 
them, and London prom-
ises that they can all move 
to the UK if they wish. The 
‘central range’ estimate of 
the British Home Office is 
that between 258,000 and 
322,000 will come within 
five years, but it could be 

many more.
That’s unless Beijing 

stops them from leaving, 
but if it closes the gates 
like that it would be the 
definitive end of Hong 
Kong as a great interna-
tional trading city.

And what about Taiwan? 
Well, ‘one country, two 
systems’ was also the 
promise Beijing was 
holding out to Taiwan to 
seduce it into peaceful 
reunification. That prom-
ise has now been compre-
hensively trashed, and 
the long-term likelihood 
of an attempted military 
‘solution’ to the Taiwan 
‘problem’ has just risen 
significantly.

DYER: An authoritarian regime cracks down on people
→FROM 6

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. For health 
information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

Township Office – Open for select services
Please use online or phone where possible or book appointments with staff in advance. 

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Aquatics – The pool is open for pre-registered aquafit, lane, family swim and swim lessons, visit: Woolwich.ca/swim

Check Before you Rec - At all facilities in the Region, we encourage you to Check before you Rec, 
to review our facility guidelines, visit: Woolwich.ca/RecCheck 

Fitness –Visit: Woolwich.ca/fitness  

Walking Track – The WMC Walking Track is open for limited, pre-registered use, visit: Woolwich.ca/track

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage – Visit: Woolwich.ca/StayActive 

Local Business Resources - call 519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. Children under five and 
people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be kind to those unable to wear a face 
covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Technical Advisory Group (TAG) 
Thursday, November 26, 2020

6:30 p.m. Public Meeting
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offices will not be permitted. 
Below is information on how you can participate in the meeting. You may also contact the Support Specialist by 
sending an email to lschaefer@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-1647, ext. 6112 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view the meeting by

REGISTERING with the Support Specialist on or before 12 noon on Tuesday, November 24th. To register please email 
lschaefer@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-1647, ext. 6112.  Once you are registered the Support Specialist will 
forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or toll-free conference call number). 

Public Health Information
The number of cases in Waterloo Region has begun to rapidly accelerate. We see that spread often starts at 
social gatherings or events. This is leading to multiple clusters of cases and outbreaks in various settings. We 
all have a role to play to slow the spread in our community, we need to stay safe and be vigilant with practicing 
social distancing, hand hygiene, and wearing a mask.  Let’s continue to protect each other because we are all 

in this together. For more info visit: Regionofwaterloo.ca/COVID19 or call 519-575-4400.

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

Please 
pre-order 
to ensure 

availability

#Tasteofthanksgiving Menu Coming Nov. 26-28

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.caCall or Email 
to Pre-Order

Three Course 
Ready to 

Heat Dinner 
for Two
 for $36 

1 Sweet Potato & Coconut Soup 
OR Classic Caesar Salad
Ham & Scalloped Potatoes with 
Red-eye gravy and buttered green 
beans OR Turkey filled with Apple 
stuffing, whipped potatoes and 
buttered green beans

Mini Pumpkin Pie OR Southern 
Peach & Blueberry Cobbler

2 

3 
Every order will 
enter you into a 
draw to win a 
dinner for 4.
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Business The Greater Kitchener Waterloo Chamber 
of Commerce is working with the Water-
loo Region Small Business Centre to virtu-
ally host the 14th annual Inspiring Women 
Event on Nov. 19. The program is designed 
to motivate, inspire, connect, and celebrate 
professional women and entrepreneurs.  
www.greaterkwchamber.com

The Ontario government is investing an 
additional $761 million to build and reno-
vate 74 long-term care homes across the 
province, including $41,198,465 in Waterloo 
Region. Schlegel Villages - The Village of 
Winston Park in Kitchener will receive about 
$20 million, A.R Goudie in will get $11.4 
million, while Cambridge Country Manor will 
be getting $10 million.

Finding inspiration online Investing in LTCs

Moving at the speed of the internet

Doomsday scenarios about 
food shortages in Canada 

related to the pandemic didn’t 
really play out or last long with 
Canadians. 

For the most part, we had all 
the food we needed during the 
start of the pandemic. And now, 
ensconced in the next wave and 
likely headed for lockdowns, we 
again are in good shape. 

Affordability rather than 
availability is another matter for 
many Canadians. Even though 
per capita we spend less than 
most countries on food, such 
statistics don’t matter when you 
can hardly afford to eat.

But as far as supplies go, we 
appear to be fine.

And that must be bringing 
Canadians comfort when so 
much of the world swirling 
around us is turned upside 
down.

Last week the Guelph-based 
Canadian Centre for Food Integ-
rity released its fifth annual 
public trust research report. 
The organization surveyed 
2,900 Canadians, asking people 
how they feel about their food 
supply.

It showed huge, eye-opening 
optimism. The proportion of 
Canadians who say the system 
is headed in the right direction 
was the highest it’s been in the 
survey’s relatively brief history.  

That’s an amazing vote of 
confidence considering the 
trend had been going the other 

With increased access to high-speed internet in rural areas, there'll be no need to wander far afield to find a connection. 

→ ROBERTS 11

Food 
affordability 

is top of 
mind with 
Canadians

→ INTERNET 11

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

ALREADY PLAYING A ROLE 
IN our lives beyond simply 
entertainment, internet links are 
now a vital part of stay-at-home 
efforts to curb the coronavirus 
pandemic, keeping us connected 
to work, school and our friends 
and families.

It’s no surprise, then, that 
governments have stepped 
up existing efforts to extend 
high-speed internet services to 
rural parts of the country. The 
federal government last week 
announced plans to spend $1.75 
billion in underserviced parts 
of the country. The goal is to see 
98 per cent of Canadians have 
the connection speeds they 
need by 2026, with all Canadians 
connected by 2030.

While not as remote as some 
of the target areas, Waterloo 

Ottawa to provide high-speed links to under serviced Canadians signaling our reliance on connectivity 

Region’s rural townships don’t 
have uniform access to reliable 
internet connections. Through 
the Universal Broadband Fund 
(UBF), areas still looking for 
better speeds will not have to 
wait much longer. 

The new funding will help 
connect those underserved by 
regular internet service provid-
ers within the next few years, 
says Kitchener-Conestoga 
MP Tim Louis, adding he has 
already spoken with township 
mayors and is happy with the 
dialogue that came out of that 
meeting. 

“We’re listening. We heard 
that connectivity is now 
essential – you know, what the 
railroads used to be at one point, 
is now the internet. Whether it’s 
businesses, whether it’s fami-
lies, whether it’s postsecondary 
or just students in general, it’s 
become a necessity. We know 

this, and we’re moving fast,” said 
Louis.

Though the UBF is set to 
improve internet speeds in areas 
which are under-
served, it also 
aims to quickly 
help those people 
who are in areas 
with poor to little 
connection. 

The fund now 
includes a $150 
million rapid 
response stream 
which comes with an accelerated 
application process that will 
allow shovel ready projects to 
start immediately. There is also 
$800 million in the core UBF, 
up to $750-million available for 
large impact projects, and up to 
$50 million will be designated 
to help support mobile projects 
that are aimed at assisting indig-
enous communities. 

The government is also 
committing $600 million to 
secure low-earth-orbit satellite 
capacity through Telesat, which 

will provide high-
speed internet to 
the most rural and 
underserved parts 
of the country. 

Louis says the 
expectations 
will be for far 
north parts of the 
country to be able 
to access internet 

service from the low-earth-orbit 
satellites by 2022, with the rest of 
the country being able to access 
this by 2023.

He says with the rapid 
response stream, townships can 
work with local internet service 
providers and put together an 
application by early January 
2021, to get projects started, 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For  
Thought

We heard that connec-
tivity is now essential 
– you know, what the 
railroads used to be at 
one point, is now the 
internet.  
 

MP Tim Louis

For every entry 
SOS Physiotherapy 

5th Annual Colouring Contest!
Church St E

A
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h
u

r 
St  

S

Wyatt St E

W
a
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r 
S

t

James St

ELMIR A

Will
DONATE 

to the 
Christmas Goodwill at
Woolwich Community Services

$5

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East

in St. Jacobs
ENTER to WIN 1 of 3 $50 GIFT CARDS for

You can access the colouring pages on our website under the resources tab 
or stop by the clinic to pick them up.

Contest ends December 18th and Winners will be drawn the following week!   
Contest open to children under 12. 1 Ballot per child. Drop off entries at the clinic!
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See our selection of 
Instock Laptops 

and Chromebooks 
Ready to take home 

for Christmas

NEW!

Free Delivery, No Minimum Toll Free: 1-855-669-2201

ELMIRA
1 Union Street, Ont N3B 3J9

Phone: 519.669.2201

ELORA
99 Geddes Street, Ont N0B 1S0

Phone: 519.846.5540

schelters.ca

Hi-Tech for
theHolidays!

TECH 
SUPPORT

TECH 
SUPPORT

Repair, Upgrade and Install Service
Now available     In-store or Onsite

Today’s Top Brands
Tech for your office!  

EXPONENT BLUETOOTH 
WIRELESS HEADSET 

Black or White

Sale $ 39.99*
Reg. $ 65.99

Sale $ 39.99*
Reg. $ 65.99

EXP 533XX  

DURACELL ION SPEED 
CHARGE FOR AA 

OR AAA BATTERIES 
Includes 4 AA battery

Sale $ 25.79*
Reg. $ 29.79

Sale $ 25.79*
Reg. $ 29.79

AOC GAMING MONITOR
27" CURVED SCREEN

Active Matrix  
Sale $ 279.99

Reg. $ 329.99
Sale $ 279.99

Reg. $ 329.99

BROTHER PT-M95 P 
TOUCH LABELLER

Sale $ 24.99
Reg. $ 39.99

Sale $ 24.99
Reg. $ 39.99

SEAGATE PORTABLE 
HARD DRIVE 
1TB and 2 TB models

Black, Red or Blue Case options

From $ 79.99From $ 79.99

VERBATIM MINI 
BLUETOOTH SPEAKER

BLACK, BLUE, WHITE  
Sale $ 19.79
Reg. $ 23.79

Sale $ 19.79
Reg. $ 23.79

VER702XX

ACER- ASPIRE 15.6"
A315-33-P8HD 

ADDESSO - 
GAMER MOUSE + 

KEYBOARD COMBO
Back lit Coloured effect

Hot Keys

Reg. $ 59.99Reg. $ 59.99

ANDA - AXE SERIES
 GAMER CHAIR

Black + Grey 
(Other Colours Available)

Fully Ergonomic High Quality

Reg. $ 399.99

From $ 279.99 +From $ 279.99 +

Hand Held Labelling 
Can be Fun!

As shownAs shown
$ 494.99$ 494.99

Sale $ 49.99Sale $ 49.99Sale $ 279.99Sale $ 279.99

Stores Open Monday to Friday 8:30am - 5:30pm (COVID REDUCED HOURS)

  reg.

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

OPEN FOR WALK INS

November Savings
Lenovo M900 Tiny

i7-600T 2.8hgz, 
8gig Ram, 256 gig SSD

Wireless 

APPLE 
MacBook Air
$49999

i5-5300 2.3hgz, 8gig Ram,
200gig SSD, 14" screen 

Window OS

Lenovo
T450

$49999 Dell Latitude 
E6430

$39999

FROM

Blowout

iPad 5
32GB 9.7” Screen

$29999

UNLOCKED
iPhone - 6’s $16900

FROM

i5-3340, 2.6ghz, 8gig Ram, 
500gig HDD, 

14" Screen, Windows OS

iPad Air-1
16GB

$16999

Special!

FROM

FROM

$54999

Special!

Second
Location  920 St. David St. N.

FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16 GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32 GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HP ProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE 
MacBook Pro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519- 20 B Arthur St N.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

BESIDE THE OBSERVER www.realitybytescomputers.com

www.perfectpitchhearing.com

29A Church St. W. Elmira, ON

519-210-3030

Book your FREE 
hearing test and 

wax removal today.

!
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Find the hottest brand name
toys and the most sought-after

apparel to stylish décor and
seasonal sparkle – all at

amazing value!

Stop by for exciting in-store
events that will bring you

bundles of joy with
huge savings!

RedAppleStores.com

CHRISTMASCHRISTMASCHRISTMASCHRISTMASONE STOPONE STOPONE STOPONE STOP

YOUR

ShopShop

44 Arthur St S., Elmira, ON
(519) 669•5071

Count on us this to bring you the hottest brands
on toys, stylish décor, seasonal sparkle, chic apparel

along with budget-friendly prices – right here in
your Small Town Big Heart community.

TheBargainShop.com

Shop locally to support
your very own Small Town
Big Heart community

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Call us for a 
FREE quotation 

and legal review of 
your transactions!

BE READY FOR 
THE FALL

REAL ESTATE 
MARKET! 

The Holiday Season is almost here,
Don’t let sore feet dampen your cheer!

Kalsey Smith is happy to serve you
for your custom foot orthotic, footwear,

and compression sock needs.
SOS Phy s iot he rapy  (Elmira)

3 Wyatt  St . E. , Suite  2
Elmira, ON N3B 2H4

Tel  (519)  669-1212

Woolwich  Phy s iot he rapy
8-25 Indust r ia l  Dr ive
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Tel  (519)  669-2578

www.k imbe r l y r au . c om

To ensure your safety, we continue to comply
with all current COVID-19 Guidlines.

adding the goal is to have 
those projects completed 
by November 2021 because 
there’s a need for quick 
action.

Wellesley Township 
Mayor Joe Nowak says 
they intend to look into 
the UBF and see whether 
or not they can take 
advantage of it. He says 
most of the urban centres 
are covered by high-speed 
internet, however, they do 

→FROM 09

INTERNET: With funding in place, the job becomes 
looking for ways to help those in underserviced areas

→ FROM 09

ROBERTS: There have been no issues with availability, 
and Canadians have  trust in the agri-food industry

way.
As well, almost 90 per 

cent of respondents said 
they believe the food 
system will ensure healthy 
food is available.

What a switch. When 
this survey was first time 
five years ago, the agri-
food sector was aghast. 
Even though it suspected 
what the centre found, it 
was nonetheless a shock 
to see how many people 
thought the food system 
was trending the wrong 
way, and that so few knew 
anything about where 
their food comes from or 
how it gets into their shop-
ping carts.

Some thought it would 
be a wake-up call for 
the industry and spark 
major efforts to try to 
build confidence in the 
system, perhaps through 
public campaigns. And 
indeed, some efforts 
were put forward, such 
as the ‘It’s Good, Canada’ 
campaign. 

But as far as I know, 
none have moved the 

needle as much as the 
system’s performance 
through the pandemic.

Maybe now this new 
vote of trust in the system 
means campaigns can and 
should change.

First off, the research 
also showed the topic of 
sustainability in food is 
required for those who 
want to be a trusted and 
successful food system 
player. What does sustain-
ability mean? Almost half 
of the survey respondents 
equated it to food options 
and production practices 
that address climate 
change and have a positive 
impact on the environ-
ment.

That means they need 
to hear messaging from 
the sector about how it’s 
working on those areas, 
mitigating greenhouse 
gas and reducing food 
waste. 

As well, with food 
affordability being on 
everyone’s minds, it 
behoves the sector to show 
what it’s doing to hold 
down the cost of food. 

According to the centre’s 
survey, half of Canadi-
ans say they have less 
money to spend on food, 
as a direct result of the 
pandemic.

Showing economi-
cal approaches to food 
production is not a prob-
lem for farmers. They’ve 
long been forced to take 
such measures to stay 
in business. Consumers 
can’t or don’t want to pay 
the real cost of food, and 
processors and manufac-
turers take a huge share of 
the food dollar. So farmers 
get what’s left. 

Should they get more? 
Sure. But who will give up 
some of their share?

It’s up to the food indus-
try, particularly multi-na-
tionals, to explain what 
they’re doing to keep costs 
down. I suspect they’ll say 
they’re supporting farmers 
with new products and 
technologies. 

It all starts on the farm. 
And you can expect to see 
more emphasis there as 
the sector capitalizes on 
building public trust.

get requests fairly regu-
larly from individuals who 
live outside these areas 
who are looking for help in 
attaining better coverage 
for their internet connec-
tions. 

Applications are now 
open for those who wish 
to access the UBF. The 
rapid response stream is 
also accepting applica-
tions.

“Now more than ever, 
Canadians need reliable 

access to high-speed 
internet as we work, learn, 
and communicate with 
our family and friends 
from home. With [this] 
announcement, we are 
continuing to bring 
faster internet access to 
every part of our country, 
helping businesses grow, 
creating new jobs, and 
building a better Canada 
for everyone,” said Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau in 
a release.
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Read a local best  
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Arts The Shaw Festival is adding a festive twist 
to its popular concert series. Running 
Dec.5-19, Songs for a Winter’s Night 
features favourite melodies from the holi-
day season. During each performance, 
up to 50 socially-distanced guests wear-
ing masks will be immersed in the holi-
day magic of Niagara-on-the-Lake.  
www.shawfest.com

The music industry, including the Toronto Musi-
cians' Association, has offered the province a 
solution for the safe reopening of live perfor-
mance venues, signed by hundreds of artists. 
They’re asking for similar rules to those  allow-
ing much higher capacities at movie theatres, 
malls, airplanes, churches and schools.  

Christmas with the Shaw Musicians press province

Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

EVERYBODY’S GOT A 
STORY TO tell. Thanks 
to the Registry Theatre 
in Kitchener, the area’s 
young people can get 
some help telling it – 
the Kitchener venue is 
offering free story-writing 
workshops hosted by play-
wright, director, actor, and 
teacher Ciarán Myers.

Support for the program 
is also coming from 
Ontario Presents, the 
province-wide network of 
performing arts organiza-
tions as an outlet during 
the pandemic. It’s a way to 
support the arts through a 
collaborative community 
art project, says the Regis-
try Theatre’s executive 
director. 

“We want to build a 
community of practice 
around what it means 
to collaborate during a 
pandemic; artists and 
presenters who engage 
through this program 
will not just be working 
to create something with 
their community, they will 
be connecting regularly 
with other participants 
of the program who will 
be led through facilitated 
sessions to help build a 
playbook, basically on 
how to do community 
collaborative arts during 
the pandemic,” said Sam 
Varteniuk.

That was precisely what 
the organization had in 
mind when it reached out 

to Myers.
Each workshop session 

will be two hours in 
length, focused on the 
importance of storytell-
ing. Myers will start each 
session by playing a small 
game and then move into 
character creation. 

“The moment you’ve 
got a character created 
you start telling stories 
because something has to 
happen or something has 
to have happened in order 
for that character to have 
details as to who they are,” 
Myers explained, noting 
that then leads into the 
thick of it in the next hour, 
which is centered around 
the importance of creating 
a conclusion.  

“One of the most special 
things about creating 
fictional narratives is that 
you are seeing some-
thing through to an end. 
Even if your ending is a 
punch-line, a non-end-
ing or suggestion of a 
second chapter, you are 
still seeing something 
through – even if it is not a 
narrative conclusion, you 
are going to find a written 
conclusion.” 

Beyond the story itself, 
participants will benefit 
from what Myers calls 
“the art of invention,” 
which provides youth with 
the ability to create with 
almost no resources. “It 
really levels the playing 
fields in terms of capabil-
ity... for young people to 
be able to do it, it builds 
confidence but it also 

Learning to tell a story from the ground up

Ciarán Myers will be running the Story Workshop series for youth organized by the Registry Theatre. Damon MacLean

The Registry Theatre and Ontario Presents team up to offer young people free story-writing workshops led by Ciarán Myers

builds practice to become 
a wonderful member of 
society when they grow 
up.” 

There’s also a psycho-
logical benefit to writ-
ing, especially for those 
who’ve had some stresses 
in life – and that’s not 
unusual just now was 
we deal with an ongoing 
pandemic.

“Creating original 
fiction is a way to exorcise 
your trauma, because a 
traditional story has a 

character go through trials 
and tribulations and over-
come them usually, and 
their world is different on 
the other side.” 

Myers suggests that 
many children may be 
experiencing some trauma 
during the current crisis 
and might not have the 
supports or capabilities 
to face these challenges, 
making the program a 
good opportunity for 
expression.  

The program is being 

offered in two different 
ways to meet coronavirus 
health regulations. Myers 
is arranging workshops 
outside of family house-
holds or in person at the 
Registry Theatre, where 
sanitation and physical 
distancing remains possi-
ble. The Story Workshop is 
free for residents of Water-
loo Region, and registra-
tion can be made through 
Myer’s website at www.
ciaranmyers.weebly.com, 
which also provides more 

information and videos 
about the project.

The program fits well 
with the Registry Theatre’s 
mandate of being a 
community resource 
focused on local artists, 
said Varteniuk, noting 
residents should “think 
of the Registry Theatre as 
theirs, to feel ownership to 
look at it as a place where 
creative ideas can flourish. 
We want to hear people’s 
thoughts we want to hear 
their suggestions.”

20+ years in business

JULIANE SHANTZ
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

“Our reputation”
is your

“guarantee”

www.earandhearingclinic.com
519-669-4425

69 Arthur St. S. Elmira ON

PARADISE
There’s nothing like the sound of 

PARADISE

TRY IT NOW
BOOK YOUR FREE DEMONSTRATION TODAY

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Metal/Fibreglass Sander
Job involves sanding and �nishing parts by 
hand and with power tools in preparation 
for painting. Ef�ciency and attention to 

detail are two key requirements. Experience 
is preferred, but not essential.

Now Hiring for a
Full-time Dayshift Position 

Email your resume with 
employment references to:

brian@elmirastoveworks.com 
or drop it off in person at 
285 Union Street, Elmira 

Attn: Brian  

We are accepting applications for a 

2065 Floradale Rd. RR1 Elmira.

We are currently seeking a hard 
working individual for our sausage 
room and general meat plant work. 

Experience an asset but will consider 
all qualified applicants.

This position will be full time and has 
lots of potential for advancement. 

APPLY IN PERSON AT:

OR CALL: 
519-669-2300

Help Wanted

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Snow 
Removal Tips

 � Never pile 
snow around 
your foun-
dation 

 � Stretch before 
you start

 � Invest in 
good tools – 
Shovels or a 
snow blower

 � Use hearing 
protection if 
using a loud 
snow blower

 � Use stakes 
to mark your 
driveway

 � Shovel often
 � Wax your 

shovel blades
 � Hire a snow 

removal 
company 

100% LOCAL

Help Wanted
ELMIRA KITCHEN 
AND BATH REQUIRES 
Part-time Help. Job 
Description: Order-
ing, Receiving and 
Warehousing parts 
Requirements: Must 
be well organized 
and be computer 
literate (be able to 
order online) Hours: 
3-4 hrs/day 2-3 days/
wk. Contact Barry@ 
519-669-0516.

For Sale
304 SPECTRUM NOIR 
ALCOHOL MARKERS 
- black barrel. A few 
missing for a complete 
set. Some well used, 
most brand new, some 
doubles. 9 ink refills 
and colouring videos 
included as well. $225 
o.b.o. Call 519-589-1581.

BUSY BEE QUILTS 
ELMIRA 519 669 3441 
Nov 23 to Dec 24. 
15% of regular priced 
Storybooks, Cook-
books, Song books, 
Bibles, Rubber stamp-
ers, and Scrapbooking 
supplies.

EMU OIL PRODUCTS. 
100% PURE NATURAL 
oil for skin care. Emu 
Pain Rub, Soap, Face 
Creams available. 
519-885-0329.

HERITAGE WOOD 
BURNING STOVE. 
Excellent condition. 
Call 519-638-3169.

In Print.
In Depth.

Online.

.

James Thoume Construction Limited
is a family owned and operated excavating and 

gravel supply company. We are growing and 
are looking for hard working individuals to join 
our team and grow with us. Available positions:

Diesel Mechanic, Labourer & Dump Truck Driver

We offer competitive wages and benefits package. Applicants must include a 
driver abstract with their resume and can apply by email: info@thoume.ca or 

drop it off at: 7270 Side Road 14, Ariss, ON

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale
SOLID 42" DINING 
S E T. TA B L E ,  4 
chairs, excel lent 
condition. $110. Call 
519-885-0663.

Auctions
LIVE AUCTION OF 
TRACTORS, MACHIN-
ery, and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 
232 Turnberry-Cul-
ross Rd. West, 2 miles 
north west of Wing-
ham (Highway 4 north 
of Wingham, left on 
Turnberry-Culross), 
for Ken and Beth Baer, 
on Friday, Decem-
ber 4th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber  Auct ions 
519-699-4451.

Farm 
Equipment

2009 FREIGHTLINER 
M2 SINGLE AXLE 
tractor. Cummins 
300hp engine, 9 
speed Fuller trans-
mission, 12,000lb front 
axle, 23,000lb rear 
axle, 335,000kms. 
In good condition. 
Air suspension, air 
brakes. $10,000. Call 
519-748-8783.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Farm 
Services

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
GOOD SIZED, SOUND, 
DODDY DACHVEGLY 
horse. 519-669-0359, 
cell 519-589-8174. 
WM. Bauman.

O M E G A  R O L E X , 
BRETLING PATEK, ALL 
gold, broken chains, 
rings, coins, gold & 
silver. Paying high-
est prices. Call Terry 
at 519-242-6900 or 
gallamore@golden.net 
Have mask will travel. 
40 years experience, 
fair, honest.

Trades & 
Services

EXPERIENCED, RELI-
ABLE CLEANING 
l a d y  a v a i l a b l e 
Wednesday mornings. 
References available. 
Elmira & surround-
ing area including 
north Waterloo. Call 
519-498-0412.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email  
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Personals
SECOND STRONGEST 
A D D I C T I O N ? 
Gambling! *Causes 
30% of suicides.* 
loses houses, loses 
spouses. Gamblers 
Anonymous meeting, 
Rockway Centre, 1405 
King St. E., Kitchener. 
Mondays 6:45 p.m. 
"except holidays".

 ♥ Book 
covers 
Newspaper 
works just as 
well as shop-
bought covers 
for scrapbook or 
exercise books. 
To tell the books 
apart once 
they’re covered, 
use a section 
of the paper 
that mirrors 
the subject 
of the book.
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 ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting We support our

Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES    ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

& LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

Property MaintenanceProperty Maintenance
St. JacobsSt. Jacobs

Residential 
Driveway 
Blowing 
- Elmira Only

Commercial Snow 
Removal & De-icing

www.stjacobspropertymaintenance.ca
Tel: 519-503-5296



C L A S S I F I E D S  |  15   Thursday, November 19, 2020 | THE OBSERVER

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

RARE OPPORTUNITY TO OWN ONE ACRE OF 
PROPERTY, WITH 212 FEET OF WATERFONT, ON THE 
GRAND RIVER! Enjoy this well treed lot, including apricot 
and pear trees with picturesque views down the river. 
This home offers a large open living area with main floor 
laundry and 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. The basement 
includes a workshop and rec room with wood stove and a 
walkout to the back yard and veggie garden. The lower 
basement offers additional space that could be finished 
or used for extra storage. The orientation and slope of the 
roof were designed for the installation of solar panels. 
Close to the historic Kissing Bridge and Trail - 45kms of 
recreational trails through Southern Ontario. No more 
than 15 minutes from Guelph or Waterloo. A renovator 
and innovator's dream. Imagine the possibilities! This is a 
rare find. Call today to arrange your private showing.$699,900$699,900

SOLD

Perfect 3 bdrm starter home. Lovely rear 
yard backing to open space.  Main flr 
washroom. Kitchen & dinette overlook-
ing the street. Some ceramic tile. Rear 
livingroom w/laminate & sliding doors to 
deck & patio. Dbl closets in master bdrm 
& ensuite privilege.  Finished rec room w/
large window offering southern exposure. 
Roughed in 3 pc washroom, large fur-
nace/laundry room. New roof shingles & 
central A/C. New MLS  $525,000.00

NEW LISTING | 49 Porchlight Dr., Elmira

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

Great opportunity for 1st time buyer 
or investor. Updated 2 bdrm condo – 
ready for immediate possession. Qui-
et side of building with balcony over-
looking treed yard. Updated kitchen 
w/granite counter tops. Appliances 
incl. In-suite laundry. Window A/C 
incl. Close to shopping, groceries, 
expressway & schools. Mthly condo 
fees $355.09 MLS $299,900.00

307-275 Eiwo Court, Waterloo

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

Serving the community for 29 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

FREE Market Evaluation

$392,500 ELMIRA BUNGALOW located in a 
quiet well established neighbourhood, great for first time 
buyers or retirees, offers two bedrooms, eat-in kitchen, 
living room, 4 piece bathroom and laundry room. The lot is 
53' x 122' and offers lots of room for a garden and some 
nice landscaping. There is a newer storage shed and a 
heated and insulated hobby/craft building for your 
enjoyment. The second driveway offers room to park a 
motor home or a fifth wheel trailer. MLS. Call Bert to view.

NEW
LISTING!

SOLD
7278 LINE 86, WALLENSTEIN, ON

Wallenstein General Store Inc.

UNIQUE ONE STOP SHOPPING

Groceries • Hardware • Giftware
Books • Drygoods • Postal Outlet

519-669-2231

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 8am to 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

3000 Ament Line, Heidelberg • 519-699-4646

Steed and
Evans Ltd.

Engineers and Contractors

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126  |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

The Next Elmira Clinic:  
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, November 27th
2:30 - 7:30 pm 

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across 
Canada. Because it’s something 
we can do today to help others 
wake up healthier tomorrow.

63 Union St., Elmira • 519-669-1842

ELECTRIC MOTORS | GENERATORS | AUTOMATION CONTROL
ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE

 ↆ E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C What can you 
advertise as a  
word ad?

 � Help Wanted 
 � Auctions 
 � Upcoming Events 
 � Items For Sale 
 � Child Care 
 � Garage Sales
 � Pets 
 � Real Estate
 � Storage
 � Trades & Services 
 � Wanted
 � Farm Equipment
 � Horses
 � Produce
 � Hay & Straw
 � Rentals
 � Training/Lessons
 � Work Wanted 

Residential Rate: 
$9+tax for 20 words  
(20¢ per each extra word) 

Commercial Rate: 
$15+tax for 20 words 
(30¢ per each extra word)

What can you  
place in the  
Family Album?

 � Anniversaries
 � Birthdays 
 � Engagements 
 � Marriage  

announcements
 � Stag & Does
 � Graduations 
 � Thank yous
 � In Memoriams
 � Obituaries 
 � Birth Notices  

If you have any other 
types of announcements 
you would like to order do 
not hesitate to ask!

We have various sizes to 
choose from. 

How to Order?
Contact Donna Rudy @ 

519-669-5790 Ext. 104  
ads@woolwichobserver.com

OR go to our website 
observerxtra.com/classifieds

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

LOCAL. INDEPENDENT. ALWAYS. 
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1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

 

 Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding area
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve.

 

Christopher W. Franklin
 Funeral Director

 

Elizabeth Carlene (Payne) Killarn
Passed away peacefully on November 9, 
2020, in her 80th year, at South Muskoka 
Memorial Hospital in Bracebridge, after 
a brave battle with cancer. 

She will be missed by her children Robin 
(Steve) Goodwin of Elmira, and Carl 
(Irenke) Payne, of Calgary, grandchildren 
Connor, Emma, and Iain, brothers Ken 
(Linda) and Gary (Pam), nieces Heather, 
Mandy, and Michelle, her many friends, 
and her special friend Orville. 

Predeceased by her parents Carl and 
Thelma (Bowdler) Payne and husband 
William Ackerman. 

After spending her childhood in Elmira, 
Carlene enjoyed a career in teaching. She 
spent her retirement years in a house 
she loved on the banks of the South 
Muskoka river, near Bracebridge. 

Cremation has taken place. A celebration 
of life will be held at a later date. In lieu 
of flowers, donations to the Canadian 
Cancer Society would be appreciated. 

Messages of condolence may be made 
through the funeral home website.

 ❖ www.reynoldsfuneral.com

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Obituary

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

Glen and Phoebe 
 Koch on their 50th 

Wedding Anniversary!

With love, from your family.

Congratulations to 

Happy 80th Birthday, 
Lorne Metzger!

Friends and family, help us honour this special 
occasion by sharing your best wishes and 

memories with cards, emails and phone calls. 

Grandpa, dad, husband, and friend, you are our 
rock and inspiration. We love you!

Donald Keith Richards

We thought of you today,
but that is nothing new.

We thought of you yesterday 
and days before that too.

We think of you in silence, 
we often speak your name.

All we have are memories and
your picture in a frame.

Your memory is our keepsake
from which we will never part 
God has you in his arms, and 

we have you in our hearts. 

In Loving Memory of 

Gone but never forgotten, remembered by  
Dean, Spencer, Sheri, Tinus, Taylor, Natalie, 

Ted & family, Norma & Family, and many 
others who loved him so dearly. Also missed 

lots by your fur companion Candy 

passed away one year ago today, 
November 19, 2019

100 Year Catch
Vernon Sauder will celebrate his  

100th Birthday at his home in  
Elmira November 23, 2020.  

This is truly a significant  
milestone to commemorate. 

Happy Birthday in admiration  
and love from your family.

Birthday

Birthday

Anniversary In Memoriam 

M A Z E R E E U W , 
JENNY (VANDEN 
HAZEL) - Of Dray-
ton, went to be 
with her Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, passing 
away peacefully 
at the Sunnyside 
Home in Kitchener 
on Wednesday, 
November 11, 2020 
in her 91st year.

S T R O H ,  E A R L 
JOSEPH - The 
Maryhill Legend 
p a s s e d  a w ay 
suddenly watching 
the NASCAR race 
on Sunday, Novem-
ber 8, 2020 at the 
age of 80.

Death 
Notices

In Memory of 
Emma Catherine Ringrose

March 23, 2000- November 19, 2005
“A little star that gently shines,

A star that’s free from pain, 
Held gently in God’s loving arms, 

Until we meet again”
On this 15th Anniversary of her passing, we 

can be left with nothing greater than the 
treasured memories of our beautiful Emma 
who’s death, at the young age of 5, touched 

many lives in many ways. 

Emma is remembered for her kind soul, 
gentle smile, and loving heart. She enjoyed 
gymnastics, dancing, singing, soccer and 

playing with her sisters, cousins and friends.

We are Blessed for the 5 years that she 
enriched our lives with silly songs, funny 
faces, and most of all, kindness, love and 
happiness. Her tragic death was crushing 

and paralyzing. It was faith, family and 
community that carried us through our 
lowest times, and helped us to grow and 

move forward with our lives. Knowing and 
feeling her spirit is with us, gave us hope for 

the future, courage to feel, the strength to 
heal, and serenity to find peace and  

experience joy again. 

As the years go on, there is not a day that 
we don’t ache to have Emma here with us; 
she is, and always will be deeply missed. 
Emma would be 20 years old now and we 
often wonder what her ambitions would 

be? Special anniversaries and occasions are 
particularly difficult, but among the many 

emotions, time did bring peace. 

We remain humbled and forever grateful 
for the ongoing prayers, and remembrances 
that keep Emma’s memory very much alive. 
The overwhelming community support will 
always be remembered, and never forgotten.

With heartfelt thanks,  
Emma’s family

In Memoriam 

Ross Edward Stroh

We think of you always
We share wonderful memories
You have never been forgotten

We hold you close with in our Hearts
Always Loved and Forever missed

In Loving Memory of a Dear Husband, 
Father, Grandfather, Brother and Friend

November 20, 2019

Goll, Jane
Passed away on Sunday, November 15, 2020 at her residence in 
Elmira, at the age of 74. Beloved wife of Jim Goll for over 51 years. 
Dear mother of Jennifer Goll and Michael Warren, Jonathan Goll and 
Krystee Green, Jillian Goll and Stuart Wild. Lovingly remembered 
by her grandchildren Henry Warren; Emeline, Violet and Beatrix 
Goll; and Cole Wild. Sister and sister-in-law of Catherine Thiel, 
Paul Thomas, Nancy and Basil McDougall, Charles and Nancy 
Thomas, and Cavell Thomas. Predeceased by her parents Royden 
and Helen (Kunkel) Thomas, brother Robert Thomas, sister-in-law 
Judy Thomas, and brother-in-law Gerald Thiel. Jane loved to 
travel, and had visited every province in Canada, several states in 
the United States as well as Europe, Asia, Australia, New Zealand 
and Central and South America. She especially enjoyed cruises, 
both river and ocean. Jane worked in Home Care Services for 20 
years, starting out with three seniors and ending up with at least 
15 clients (all by word of mouth). She enjoyed reading, especially 
historical fiction, playing cards, and getting together with family 
and friends. Jane was one of those special people who reached 
out and helped them in any way she could. Cremation has taken 
place. There will be no funeral home visitation. A memorial mass 
will take place at a later date. In Jane’s memory, donations to the 
St. Teresa of Avila building and maintenance fund or Development 
and Peace would be appreciated. Special thanks to the palliative 
care staff – Dr. Yew, nurses Ella and Courtney, personal service 
workers Lizzy and Rosemary - as well as her daughter Jennifer, 
for their care. We would also like to thank family and friends for 
their ongoing love and support.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

100% LOCAL
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here The People’s Choice Award mentioned in last 
week’s story about the Maryhill cemetery 
was for all members of the cemetery board, 
the caretaker and the parishioners. Unclear 
information appeared in the paper. 

The KW Gluten Free Fest is going virtual 
this year, with an event online on Sunday 
(Nov. 22). It ’s focused on providing 
local resources – gluten-free baker-
ies, restaurants, retailers and products 
– to those living with celiac disease or 
who are living a gluten-free lifestyle.  
www.theglutenfreecollective.ca

Clarification Gluten Free Fest online

Dennis Schultz is Wellesley Township's Citizen of the Year, Esther Wagner received the Lifetime Achievement Award, and Miranda Schultz is Junior Citizen of the Year. Submitted

Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

EXPANDING A CITIZEN 
OF THE year award to 
encompass all of Wellesley 
Township, a new organi-
zation has picked three 
people for its inaugural 
outing. Miranda Schultz 
of Wellesley village is the 
Junior Citizen of the Year, 
Linwood’s Dennis Schultz 
is the Citizen of the Year 

award recipient, and 
Wellesley village’s Esther 
Wagner was recognized 
with a Lifetime Achieve-
ment award.

The awards are handed 
out under the auspices 
of the Wellesley Town-
ship Fall Fair committee, 
expanding on a longstand-
ing program coordinated 
by the Wellesley Board 
of Trade that was more 
focused on people in and 

around the village.
“This is the first year 

for a township citizen of 
the year. Wellesley had its 
own habits on citizen of 
the year but that was just 
for the village, basically, 
and the outlying areas,” 
said Wendy Richardson, 
who headed the new 
committee. 

While the awards were 
originally meant to be 
handed out in conjunction 

with the fall fair earlier 
this year, the pandemic 
put those plans on hold, as 
well as cancelling the fair 
itself.

Mayor Joe Nowak joined 
fair president Karen 
Schlueter-Pilecki on 
November 12 to present 
plaques to the three recip-
ients. There’s also a plan 
to place a large plaque 
at the township office in 
Crosshill. → AWARDS 20

Those who make a difference in the community

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: What 
causes a thoracic aortic 
aneurysm? Does it always 
grow slowly, or do some 
develop more quickly?

ANSWER: A thoracic 
aortic aneurysm occurs 
when one or more areas 
along the wall of the 
aorta – the body's largest 
blood vessel – becomes 
weak or damaged. The 
aorta carries oxygen-filled 
blood from the heart to the 
body, including the brain. 

Most aortic aneurysms are small, develop slowly

With time, the pressure of 
blood flowing through the 
weakened area can cause 
it to enlarge or bulge – 
typically without signs or 
symptoms.

Most commonly, bulges 
occur in the abdomen 
(abdominal aortic aneu-
rysm). However, aneu-
rysms also may develop → MAYO CLINIC 20

 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Dean
Dean is a Service Advisor at the Industrial Dr. location. He has 
been with us for 3 years. 
Dean enjoys spending time with his 3 sons and wife. Outside 
of work he enjoys watching his son play sports, going on family 
trips, and playing a round of golf with his friends.

Wellesley committee names first three recipients of newly expanded Citizen of the Year Awards

closer to the heart in the 
chest area (thoracic aortic 
aneurysm).

The main concern 
with aortic aneurysms is 
a tear, or dissection, or, 
more seriously, a rupture 
that allows blood to leak 
into the aorta's lining 
or into the body. With 
a dissection or rupture, 
it's important to quickly 
recognize these symp-
toms: sharp, severe or 
sudden chest or upper 
back pain that radiates 

downward, or includes the 
jaw, neck or arms; diffi-
culty breathing or swal-
lowing; and clamminess. 
Immediate emergency 
care, including open-
chest surgery, is necessary 
for a dissection or rupture. 
Unfortunately, both 
dissections and ruptures 
are often fatal.

Most aortic aneurysms 
are small and develop 
slowly. They are discov-
ered when imaging is 
performed on the chest 

or abdominal area for 
another reason.

A smaller aneurysm 
has a low risk of rupture – 
about 1% or less per year. 
For that reason, as long as 
it's not growing quickly, 
most health care providers 
will recommend a watch-
and-wait approach. This 
means using imaging 
tests, such as ultrasound, 
at regular intervals to 
monitor the aneurysm's 
size and rate of growth. 
Health care provid-

ers also may prescribe 
medications such as beta 
blockers. These are used 
to treat high blood pres-
sure, which is present in 
about 60% of people with 
thoracic aortic aneu-
rysms.

Typically, an aneurysm 
grows slowly, although it 
can grow faster, partic-
ularly in people with a 
family history of aortic 
aneurysms or with a 
genetic condition related 

The awards committee 
includes Terry Koudis, 
Lori Sebben, Shelley 
Wagner, Deb Harte, 
Sharon Runstedler, Sally 
Draper and Richardson.  

The first class of recipi-
ents of the new awards is 
made of three deserving 
people, said Richardson.

“[Miranda], she’s 
done so much for our 
community here around 
Wellesley. Citizen of the 

year Dennis Schultz was 
nominated several times 
in Linwood, he’s very well 
respected. And Esther 
Wagner, she had quite a 
few nominations – she’s 
in her 90s and it’s really 
wonderful to see her get 
those nominations and to 
be able to present it to her. 
She’s thrilled.

All three were caught by 
surprise when notified of 
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 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for 
non-profit local events that are offered free to the public. 
Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate 
events, open houses  and similar events do not qualify for 
free advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions 
are to be made online at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

 ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Worship: 9:30am

“Then the King will say...”

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Erv Wiens preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE
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Use leftover turkey for  
these spicy nachos

Leftovers are one of the 
best parts of a Turkey 

meal. But sometimes, the 
day-after side dishes – the 
mashed potatoes, roasted 
vegetables, casseroles, 
stuffing and gravy – all 
get gobbled up before the 
extra turkey.

If that happens, don't 
go for another sandwich. 
Instead, give that left-
over turkey another life 
with this nacho recipe. It 
requires just a few minutes 
of hands-on work and will 
transform your leftovers 
into a crisp, flavorful and 
fresh meal.

To give these nachos 
a noticeable but mild 
kick, we charred poblano 
peppers under the broiler. 

While those cooled, we 
toasted chili powder and 
cumin in oil along with 
garlic and dried oregano, 
then we stirred in the 
turkey, black beans and 
lime juice into the mixture. 
That mixture, along with 
some scallions, chopped 
poblanos and cheese, went 
onto the tortilla chips 
in two batches, which 
ensured some topping 
reached every chip. After 
a 10-minute stint in the 
oven, the nachos – and 
your transformed turkey – 
is ready to eat.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Spicy Turkey Nachos
 ▢ 3 poblano chiles

 ▢ 1 tablespoon 
vegetable oil

 ▢ 3 garlic cloves, 
minced

 ▢ 1 teaspoon chili 
powder

 ▢ 1 teaspoon dried 
oregano

 ▢ 1/4 teaspoon 
ground cumin

 ▢ 1 1/2 cups leftover 
turkey meat, cut into 
bite-sized pieces

 ▢ 1 (16-ounce) can 
black beans, drained 
and rinsed

 ▢ 2 teaspoons lime 
juice

 ▢ 8 cups torti-
lla chips (about 6 
ounces)

 ▢ 2 scallions, sliced 
thin

 ▢ 4 cups pepper 
jack cheese, shred-
ded

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

1. Adjust oven racks to 
the upper-middle and 
lower-middle positions 
and heat the broiler. 
Place poblanos on 
rimmed baking sheet and 
broil on the upper-middle 
rack until skin is charred, 
3 to 5 minutes per side. 
Transfer poblanos to 
a large bowl and wrap 
tightly with plastic. When 
cool enough to handle, 
peel, seed and chop 
the poblanos. Reduce 
the oven temperature 
to 400 degrees.

2. Heat oil in a large 
nonstick skillet over 
medium heat until 

shimmering. Cook garlic, 
chili powder, oregano 
and cumin until fragrant, 
about 30 seconds. 
Off heat, stir in turkey, 
beans and lime juice.

3. Arrange half of the 
chips evenly in a 13-by 
9-inch baking dish. Top 
with half of the turkey 
mixture, half of the scal-
lions, half of the chopped 
poblanos and half of the 
cheese. Repeat. Transfer 
nachos to the lower-mid-
dle rack and bake until 
the cheese is melted, 
about 10 minutes. Serve. 
Serves 6 to 8

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24
 ▢ Learn About Gut Health virtually using zoom at 

6:30 p.m. The gut matters in our mental & physi-
cal wellbeing. It plays a major role in inflammation, 
& likely plays a role in most chronic diseases that 
previously seemed unrelated. Email gberihun@wchc.
on.ca to receive your Zoom invitation on behalf of 
Woolwich Community Health Centre.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND: 
RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL NEEDS

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich 
Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that many 
Woolwich residents will experience due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, the WRSF 
will continue to address ongoing needs expe-
rienced by Woolwich residents long after the 
pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an applica-
tion process are in place, it should be noted 
that in unique, complex, crisis and acute 
circumstances funds may be provided at the 
discretion of the Fund Review Committee, 
assuming the core criteria of the fund are 
met.

“What a great example of the barn-raising 
spirit that has always existed in Woolwich,” 
said Mayor Shantz about the Fund during her 
video announcement on what would have 
been the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival day. 

Additional information:
Access  is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of  

             Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.    Woolwich Community Services
3.    Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:   
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 
Community Care Concepts
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ACROSS
1. Third Hour
5. A fisherman 
may spin one
9. Dark
13. Maple genus
14. Monetary unit 
of Hungary
15. "___ moment"
16. "That's the way 
___ ___ I like it."
18. Shrek, e.g.
19. Hangs at the 
back of the throat
22. Desert sight
24. Starchy tuber
25. Trees
27. Pollute
29. Place to play
31. 1773 jetsam
32. "The Sweet-
heart of Sigma ___"
34. ___ of Lang-
erhans

36. Bombs
38. Angel's 
headwear
40. Is this __?!
41. 2 or more epics
44. Between
45. Bear witness
47. "Beowulf," for one
50. Chester 
White's home
51. One-spot
52. Gibson, e.g.
54. Back, in a way
55. Helper
56. Miles per 
hour, e.g.
58. 20-20, e.g.
59. Neverend-
ing number
60. Alias
62. "Miss ___ 
Regrets"
63. Hard working
64. Units of work

DOWN
1. ___ cross
2. Bounce back, 
in a way
3. Restore
4. Earthware pot
5. "___ bad!"
6. Like some socks
7. Foreign currency
8. Foe
9. Legal right 
to benefit from 
another's property
10. Look sullen
11. Coastal features
12. Chaff
17. LP player
20. Clear alchohol
21. "Don't go!"
23. Comme ci, 
comme ca
26. German 
word for "Real"
28. Arm bones

30. Liqueur flavorers
33. Hems' partners
35. Aquarium fish
37. Bumper 
sticker word
39. Secure yours 
before anyone else's
42. Gamepieces
43. Animal 
with a mane
46. Toronto, 
for short
48. Guardians and 
educators club, 
by another name
49. Computer 
monitor, for short
52. __ you like it
53. Get ready, 
for short
57. Ace
61. Double-
decker checker
62. "I ___ you one"

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword 
is only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

 ↆ X - W O R D

 ↆ S U D O K U

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 8am - 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

If you are 
in danger 

call Police:

911   

Family Violence Prevention Program
a program of Woolwich Community Services

FVPP offers FREE:
• Crisis intervention, 

assessment, safety planning 
& advocacy

• Accompaniment and 
individual support and 
referrals for anyone affected 
by family violence

• On-going emotional support 
(individual & group)

 *You can do something, get help, and talk to someone*

5 Memorial Ave. Elmira T: 519-669-5139
www.woolwichcommunityservices.org
Women’s crisis services-519-742-5894 (24/7)

If you know someone who might be in danger in their home, 
you can help, visit; www.neighboursfriendsandfamilies.ca

ALL SERVICES ARE 
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

For more info please call:
Mon-Fri from 

9:00am-5:00pm
Phone appointments available 

outside of office hours if 
needed.

We are here, we can help!

Do 
arguments ever 

result in you 
feeling put down 

or bad about 
yourself?

Do 
you feel like no 

matter how 
hard you try, it’s 

not good 
enough?

Do you ever 
feel frightened 
by what your 

partner says or 
does?

Spicy Turkey Nachos. 
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1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188
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MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN
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OVER 1,000 OVER 1,000 
IN STOCKIN STOCK

Visit our 
website to get 

your digital 
coupon!

elmiraeyewear.com 

73 Arthur St. S., Elmira, ON
519 669 0879

SELECT EYEGLASS FRAMES & SUNGLASSES

to the body's connective 
tissues. If an aneurysm 
is larger or is found to 
be growing too quickly, 
elective surgery to repair 
the aneurysm may be 
considered. This usually 
involves open-chest 
surgery to remove the 
damaged section of the 
aorta and replace it with 
a synthetic tube, or graft. 
In select cases, repair with 
endovascular surgery 
using small incisions 
and surgical instruments 
inserted through cathe-
ters may be necessary.

Men are much more 
likely than women 
to develop a thoracic 
aortic aneurysm. Most 
commonly, the condition 
starts to occur in people 
in their 50s and 60s, 

although it may not be 
detected until decades 
later, if at all.

A family history of 
aortic aneurysm puts 
you at increased risk. 
Genetic connective tissue 
disorders – Marfan, 
Ehlers-Danlos and 
Loeys-Dietz syndromes 
– dramatically increase 
your risk. Those born 
with just two, rather than 
three, leaflets (cusps) of 
the aortic valve – a condi-
tion called bicuspid aortic 
valve – are at increased 
risk.

Other factors that 
increase the risk of a 
thoracic aortic aneurysm 
include high blood pres-
sure, smoking, undesir-
able cholesterol levels, 
and development of blood 
vessel hardening and 

MAYO CLINIC: People at the highest risk, those with 
a family history and other factors, should be tested

→ FROM 17

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

clogging, or atheroscle-
rosis.

People at highest risk 
– those with a family 
history plus one or more 
other risk factors – should 
ask their health care 
provider about having an 
echocardiogram to look 
for a thoracic aneurysm, 
even in the absence 
of signs or symptoms. 
Surgery is generally 
recommended for thoracic 
aortic aneurysms with 
a diameter of 5.5 centi-
meters or larger, and at 
smaller diameters depend-
ing on the underlying 
cause of the aneurysm.

AWARDS: Fall Fair committee takes on the job 
of honouring citizens who contribute to the township

→ FROM 17

the awards.
“It was really nice. It’s 

also really surprising – I 
wasn’t expecting anything 
like it... it was just very 
gratifying and very 
humbling to be honoured 
in such a way,” said 
Miranda Schultz. 

“Its humbling, unbe-
lievably humbling,” 
concurred Dennis 
Schultz. 

Wagner, a longtime 
member of the horti-
cultural society and the 
Wellesley Fall Fair, said 
she was simply volun-
teering to do what needed 
doing.

“I didn’t even realize 
or think that I was really 
doing anything. I was just 
doing something I enjoy.”

Her fellow recipients 
were equally humble 
about the work they do 
in the community that 
garnered them this year’s 
awards.

“Grade 10 in high school 

is when I started getting 
more involved, obviously, 
for the community hours 
you need to graduate. 
But from there, it kind of 
just turned into a whole 
lot more. I really enjoyed 
helping with that,” said 
Miranda Schultz, a 
member of the Wellesley 
Youth Advisory Council. 
She has also spent time 
teaching skating lessons 
and volunteered with the 
fair board in different 
capacities, serving as 
the fair ambassador in 
2016-2017. She also helps 
run the annual scarecrow 
competition.  

In the case of the citizen 
of the year, Dennis Schultz 
has long been known as 
an unsung hero. A volun-
teer firefighter with the 
Linwood station for 37 
years, he also lent his 
support to community 
activities such as Snofest, 
Sunfest and Cruising With 
The King.

“I’m involved with 

G2G trail on behalf of the 
Lions, cutting the grass 
and creating the trail. And 
we started up a memorial 
forest just in town besides 
the trail there,” he added.

For Wagner, the volun-
teer activities such as 35 
years helping with the fall 
fair just came naturally.

“When those days come 
up, I just automatically 
feel happy to be part of 
that and helping wherever 
I can.” 

The first year of the 
new awards now in the 
books, Richardson said 
the committee is already 
looking forward to next 
year and the nominations 
that will come in.

“You don’t have to live 
in the township to nomi-
nate and, actually, the 
person you’re nominating 
doesn’t even have to live 
in the township, as long 
as they have an impact on 
their community, which 
would be in the township,” 
she said.


