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Limited-time offers. MSRP of ($28,695/$30,695) on the 2020 Forester CVT (LJ225)/ 2020 Outback Convenience Package CVT (LD2CP). *Advertised pricing consists 
of MSRP plus ($1,725/$1,800) freight and PDI, $249 Admin, $100 Tire Tax, $10 OMVIC, $20 Tire Levy, $20 PPSA Service fee charge, includes a full tank of gas. 
Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. $1,250 Stackable Dollars may be used towards eligible purchases on select new 2020 
Forester models/ $1,000 Stackable Dollars may be used towards eligible purchases on select new 2020 Outback models and can be combined with Subaru Canada 
supported lease and  nance rates through participating Subaru Canada Dealers. **Lease rate of (0.5%/0.5%) for 24 months. Lease payments of ($88/$98) weekly 
with ($2,022/$2,331) down payment. Lease end value($18,626/$19,617) with ($2,509/$2,828) due on delivery. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km per 
year for 24 months, or 40,000 km total, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Subject to credit approval by Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Leasing and nancing 
programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and  nance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be 
required. Contact your Subaru dealer for details. Models shown: 2020 Forester Limited (LJ2LP) with an MSRP of $38,195/2020 Outback Convenience (LD2CP) with
an MSRP of $30,695. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle(s) shown solely for purposes of illustration and may not be equipped 
exactly as shown. EyeSight® is a driver-assist system, which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. The driver is always responsible for safe and 
attentive driving. System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle maintenance, and weather and road conditions. See Owner’s Manual for complete 
details on system operation and limitations. Forester, Outback and Subaru are registered trademarks. Offers end November 15, 2020. Offers subject to change or 
cancellation without notice. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details.

Hurry in for great rates.
• Symmetrical Full-Time All-Wheel Drive 

• Amazing fuel efficiency 

• Award-winning safety features

AT
LEASE 
WEEKLY 
FOR

$98 0.5%**
APR

For 24 months with $2,331 down. 104 payments required. 

2020 FORESTER
 WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $29,569*

AT
LEASE 
WEEKLY 
FOR

$88 0.5%**
APR

2020 OUTBACK
 WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $31,894*

For 24 months with $2,022 down. 104 payments required.

MODELS BUILT AFTER OCTOBER 2019

FALL BACK INTO
ADVENTURE

EVENT

Our Christmas Store is Open!
May not be exactly as shown. Shop early for best selection. 

ELMIRA
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Mon.-Sat. 8am-6pm; Sun. 12pm-5pm • 22 Church St. W., Elmira (519) 669-5537 

Toys • Puzzles • Games • Decorations

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

WHEN THE PROVINCE 
LAST WEEK rolled out its 
new colour-coded frame-
work for the coronavirus 
status of areas across 
Ontario, Waterloo Region 
was classified as “yellow,” 
the second of five stages 
outlined in a new categori-
zation of health units.

The five levels are: 
green-prevent, yellow-pro-
tect, orange-restrict, 
red-control, and lockdown 
being a measure of last and 
urgent resort, the province 
says.

The region is at the 
yellow level due to an 
increasing rate of trans-
mission of the virus, says 
medical officer of health 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang.

“In Waterloo Region 
over the past week, our 
daily average number of 
new cases has increased. 
In October, our rates are 
often in the range of 15 to 
20 cases per day, and over 
the past week, our rates 
have been between 20 and 
25 cases,” she said at the 
weekly briefing Nov. 6.

That increase moves 

Region in second 
level, yellow, in 
new virus ranking
Some additional restrictions in effect as 
health officials deal with spike in cases

Waterloo Region from the 
green range of fewer than 
10 cases per 100,000 up to 
the yellow zone of 10-39.9 
per 100,000. 

This week saw daily new 
cases top 40. There are 
currently 230 active cases 
of COVID-19 in the region, 
an increase of 100 over the 
number a week earlier. 
The total number since the 
pandemic began rose to 
2,436, of which 2,085 have 
been resolved, a recovery 
rate of 86 per cent. There 
was a new fatality for 
the first time in months, 
bringing that total to 121.

There are currently 14 
active outbreaks in the 
region, with four at long-
term care or retirement 
home facilities.

Among the workplace 
outbreaks was one at the 
Toyota Boshoku plant 
in Elmira, where some 
100 employees are now 
self-isolating to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19.

Under the yellow level, 
the region will see restric-
tions in restaurant capac-
ities and alcohol sales, 
among other changes.

Recreational facilities 
→ CODE YELLOW 06 In a ceremony scaled back due to the pandemic, Remembrance Day was marked Wednesday at the Elmira cenotaph. Damon MacLean
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Stopping the spread starts with you.
Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus to learn more

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

The solution
to COVID-19 is
right in front
of your nose.
• Wear a face covering.
• Keep 2m apart from anyone 
outside of your household.

• Limit your close contact to 
your household only. 

• Wash your hands often. 

REGULAR-PRICED ITEMS IN-STORE & ONLINE!*
SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY.

*LIMITED TIME ONLY! APPLIES TO REGULAR-PRICED CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES.
EXCLUDES GIFTWARE AND SEASONAL ITEMS, PROMO ITEMS AND CLEARANCE.

1385 KING ST N, ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

www.stjacobsvillage.com | www.redcoralfashion.com

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris visited the Tri-Mach Group facility in Elmira Monday to make 
an announcement alongside Tri-Mach CEO Krystal Darling, Kitchener South-Hespeler MPP Amy Fee 
and Willowdale MPP Stan Cho. Sean Heeger

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

THE PROVINCE HOPES 
TO OFFSET some of the 
pandemic-led increase in 
unemployment numbers 
with $181 million in 
new training programs 
announced as part of last 
week’s Ontario budget.

Between March and 
May of 2020, employment 
declined by 15.3 per cent 
(1,156,500), hitting those 
in the hospitality and tour-
ism sectors particularly 

hard, along with young 
workers and women. 
Despite a slight rebound in 
recent months, the jobless 
rate was at 9.6 per cent in 
October.

Stan Cho, parliamentary 
assistant to the minister of 
finance, joined Kitchen-
er-Conestoga MPP Mike 
Harris at the Tri-Mach 
Group’s Elmira location on 
Monday to highlight some 
of the new measures in the 
provincial budget.

“Now is the time to 
invest in retraining our 

workers so they are ready 
to contribute to our 
recovery. By connect-
ing Ontarians with the 
training they need, we can 
ensure Ontario businesses 
like Tri-Mach can find the 
skilled workers they need 
to grow. That’s why our 
government is investing, 
an additional $181 million 
over the next three years in 
micro-credentials employ-
ment services and train-
ing. We’re also launching 
an unprecedented skills 

→JOB FUNDING 6

New funding from province 
to help job retraining efforts
Elmira’s Tri-Mach Group hosts visit touting $181-million program
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three

Townships not immune to uptick in crimes 
after earlier slowdown, says police chief

Elmira’s Liam Moyer, diagnosed last fall with 
leukemia at the age of 16, will undergo a bone 
marrow transplant Nov. 17 at Sick Kids Hospital 
thanks to donation of bone marrow from his 
younger brother Ben. As with the “Team Liam” 
fundraising response last year from Liam’s 
schoolmates at EDSS, the community is being 
asked to “paint the town orange” by wearing 
orange on Nov. 17 in support of the teen.

Woolwich will pay Kitchener $1.5 million 
for the sewage capacity that will allow 
for more development in Breslau. A new 
cross-border servicing agreement won 
tentative approval from councillors meet-
ing this week. The new arrangement adds 
another 25 per cent of the facility’s capacity. 
From the Nov. 12, 2015 edition of The Observer

Painting the town orange From the archives

building centre

JL’s Duke St

Shop homehardware.ca5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 • Text JL’s 226.979.1850 and choose JL’s as your home Store.

SAVE
65%

Was $7.99

277

Adjustable Magnetic 
Air Deflector

Extends from 8” - 14”. 5538-395 
Register not included. 

Perth County 
set to launch 
new transit 
with stops in 
Woolwich

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

A NEW LINK WILL 
CONNECT transit users 
in Waterloo Region 
with destinations in 
neighbouring Perth 
County starting Monday.

PC Connect – a part-
nership between Perth 
County and the City of 
Stratford – launches as a 
pilot project November 
16, with routes between 
St. Marys via Stratford to 
Kitchener Waterloo, and 
Listowel and the region. 
There will be stops in St. 
Jacobs and Elmira, as well 
as New Hamburg.

There are plans to add 
additional stops in the 
region, including the 
Kitchener GO Rail station 
and the University of 
Waterloo, starting in 
January.

The service will operate 
Monday through Saturday.

In the works for the last 
few years, PC Connect 
came about after both 
Perth County and Strat-
ford were successful in 
applying for community 
transportation from the 
provincial government. 

“We got a grant as the 
City of Stratford in equal 
partnership with St Marys 
and North Perth to launch 
three long-distance 
routes, and Perth County 
got the same amount of 
money to have two local 
routes running within 
the county to connect 
everything,” said Steph-
anie Potter, policy and 
research associate with 

→INTER-REGIONAL TRANSIT 4

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

A RECENT UPTICK IN 
CRIME, particularly 
violent crimes, followed a 
slowdown in the number 
of calls Waterloo Regional 
Police took in the early 
days of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Call rates are returning 
to normal levels at this 
point, says Chief Bryan 
Larkin, who held a media 
roundtable Tuesday morn-
ing at the North Division 
headquarters in Waterloo.

“It is no doubt a year 
like no other with the 
pandemic. We look at 
some of the financial 
challenges that we’re 
facing, locally provin-
cially, nationally, as well 
as the social unrest,” said 
Larkin. “The first 90 days 
from March through to 
early June, no doubt, we 
saw a significant decline in 
crime, significant decline 
in calls for service. And we 

essentially saw our citi-
zens very much obeying 
community lockdowns by 
local public health orders, 
by provincial orders. Now, 
as we’ve traversed out of 
that, and even though 
we’re in the second wave 
of the pandemic, most 
recently our call volume 
has increased to normal-
ized levels. Crime, and in 
particular violent crime, 
is something that we’re 
dealing with.” 

The violent crime 
numbers of late are trou-
bling, he said. This year 
alone has seen 12 shoot-
ings in Waterloo Region: 
four in Cambridge, seven 
in Kitchener and two in 
Waterloo. Recently, there 
was a string of arsons at 
three Walmart locations. 

Also of concern as 
continued high levels 
of drug overdoses in the 
region, he said.

In 2019, there were a 
reported 780 overdoses, 

→CRIME RATES 6
Waterloo Regional Police Chief Bryan Larkin hosted a “coffee with the chief” media roundtable Tues-
day morning to discuss crime rates through the pandemic. Damon MacLean

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

A TAX INCREASE OF 
TWO or three per cent 
was the starting point as 
Wellesley councillors this 
week got the ball rolling 
on the township’s 2021 
budget.

Staff has been work-
ing on the first draft of 
next year’s budget since 
late-summer, with Tues-
day night’s videoconfer-
ence meeting a chance for 
council to set targets and 
make suggestions for what 
the document should or 
shouldn’t include.

The usual battle 
between providing 
services and a lower 
tax rate has a different 
complexion this year, 
however, as a result of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Because of closures, 
recreation revenue, for 
instance, has dropped 
dramatically, while the 
township has taken 
on increased costs for 
cleaning, sanitization 
procedures and personal 
protective equipment.

Such costs are being 
offset in other areas wher-
ever possible, councillors 
heard, but ongoing uncer-

tainties make it difficult 
to determine what the 
situation will look like 
in 2021. Still, there will 
be lost revenues and 
perhaps increased costs 
as management looks to 
add another staff person, 
said chief administrative 
officer Rik Louwagie in a 
report to council.

The suggestion of an 
increase to the payroll had 
Ward 2 Coun. Herb Neher 
requesting a business-case 
analysis of the move, 
with Ward 1 Coun. Shel-
ley Wagner noting staff 
usually provides a justi-
fication for such additions. → BUDGET 07

As deliberations contin-
ued, councillors started 
building a wishlist of items 
they’d like to see in the 
budget. 

Ward 3 Coun. Peter 
van der Maas said what 
he would like to see 
addressed is the geese 
problem at Albert Park. 
He said the problem was 
worse this year than ever 
before, recommending 
access be restricted so 
more people could use the 
park without problem. He 
suggested a two-foot fence 
to keep the animals at bay, 
an option that’s worked 
well in other jurisdictions.

Wellesley council starts in on township’s 2021 budget
Noting that would be 

an inexpensive project, 
Mayor Joe Nowak added 
it to the list. He then 
followed up with his own 
list that included building 
repairs and trail work, 
adding that improving 
communications to resi-
dents is something that 
should also be on the list.

The idea of adding to the 
budget prompted Neher to 
suggest council be mind-
ful of tax increases that 
would have an impact on 
residents who are already 
feeling the economic 
pinch of the pandemic. 
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8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

Turkey & Roast Beef (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-order

reQuired

Friday & Saturday
3:30-7:30pm

Open 
Tuesday - Saturday

Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche, Mac & Cheese, 
Potato Salad, Fresh Apple & Pumpkin Pie, Baking & More.

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

Mousakka 
Comes with Greek Salad 

& Garlic flatbread
Family of 4 — $39 
Family of 2 — $24

Please pre-order to ensure availability

Greek Week Takeout

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.caCall or Email 
to Pre-Order

— Ready to Heat Entrees - Nov. 19, 20, 21 — 
Chicken Souvlaki 

Comes with Tzatziki, veggie rice, 
Greek salad, & garlic flatbread

Family of 4 — $44 
Family of 2 — $32

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

THE APPEALS PERIOD 
HAVING PASSED, the 
operators of the bio-en-
ergy plant in Elmira are 
waiting on final clearances 
from the province to 
begin implementing some 
changes that include the 
production of more renew-
able natural gas.

The potential for 
increased truck traffic 
appears to be the biggest 
concern, pointed to by  a 
residents’ group moni-
toring the plant and by 
comments posted on the 
Environmental Registry of 
Ontario.

“The biggest complaint 
is doubling the truck traf-
fic. The number of trucks 
is troubling,” said Dan 
Holt a nearby resident and 
member of Elmira Bio Fuel 
Citizen’s Committee.

The amendments 
approved by the Ministry of 
the Environment, Conser-
vation and Parks (MoE) 
do include increasing the 
number of truck move-
ments to 160 from 80 per 
day, but the actual numbers 
will continue to be fairly 
low, says the president of 
the Woolwich Bio-En Inc.

“Most people are not 
going to notice much 
of a difference,” said 
Chuck Martin, noting 
the facility currently 
sees about 11 trucks per 
day, with another two or 

the City of Stratford, of 
how the project came 
about. “They’re separate 
grants, but they’re sort 
of a unified project. We 
are launching under one 
brand as five routes, but 
the county is managing 
those shorter distances 
and we’re managing 
the three long-distance 
[routes].We have the same 
service provider, and we 
are working in close part-
nership together, so it is 
one banner umbrella.”

The new service is 
seen as a boon for both 
economic activity and 
tourism between the two 
counties.

“We’re just really excited 
to finally have the service 
on the road, and we think 
it’s very much needed and 
wanted in our community, 
as well as in the outly-
ing area so that they can 
access our local economies 
here in Stratford and St 
Marys…as well as North 
Perth and Perth County.”

In total Perth County 
and Stratford each 
received approximately 
$1.45-million each to get 
this project off the ground. 

Of the five routes, two – 
route A and B – that travel 
through Perth County 
north and Perth County 
south will be managed by 
the county. The remaining 
three routes – routes 1, 2 
and 3 – will be managed by 
Stratford. It is two of the 
Stratford run routes that 
will have stops throughout 
Waterloo Region. 

In Perth County, Maggie 
Martin, transit project 
coordinator, says it was 
evident that something 
like this was needed to 
help bridge the transporta-
tion gap within the county, 
while also giving residents 
more affordable options 
for transportation. 

When the pilot 
launches, residents who 
wish to use the service 
are asked to follow three 
easy steps. First, they are 
asked to call 1-888-465-
0783 to book their trip. 

Secondly, they are asked 
to ensure they receive an 
email conformation with 
the details surrounding 
their trip. Finally, riders 
are asked to be at their 
stop five minutes before 
their bus is expected 
to arrive with the exact 
change for the fare, set 
at $12.

Martin noted aspects of 
the routes are subject to 
change as the pilot project 
rolls out. Plans include the 
introduction of an app, 
monthly passes/multi-
ple ride packs and other 
measures to improve the 
experience.

The new service was 
welcomed by Waterloo 
Region’s director of transit 
services, Peter Zinck.

“The PC Connect pilot 
program represents an 
excellent opportunity 
to trial a new form of 
inter-regional transit and 
better connect our region 
with other communities in 
Perth County. Staff we’ve 
spoken with at the City 
of Stratford are confident 
that there’s a strong desire 
by those in their commu-
nity to visit the region 
to shop, see friends and 
family, and access local 
services. We’re excited to 
see how it plays out,” said 
Zinck.

“I think these new 
routes offer those who 
may not drive or are look-
ing for alternative ways to 
travel throughout south-
ern Ontario the oppor-
tunity to visit the region 
more easily. This should 
produce economic bene-
fits for local businesses 
and institutions, and drive 
ridership to connecting 
GRT services. The service 
also offers residents of the 
region the opportunity 
to seamlessly connect to 
Perth’s routes for travel to 
St. Marys, Stratford, and 
Listowel.”

Until January 1, PC 
Connect fares will be 
reduced by 50 per cent. 
Pricing and more informa-
tion is available online at 
www.perthcounty.ca. 

Biogas plant operator expects little 
impact from approved changes
Citizen’s group will be watching after province approves Elmira plant to produce 
more natural gas and the doubling of truck traffic to boost stocks of materials

three expected with the 
increased capacity for 
materials to be allowed by 
the ministry.

While there are a 
number of trucks passing 
through Elmira, most are 
not related to the biogas 
plant, he said.

“We’re a very, very 
small percentage of the 
truck traffic,” said Martin, 
adding the plant is the 
only one with restrictions 
on traffic volumes despite 
larger trucking operations 
in the area.

The ministry’s assess-
ment of truck traffic 
found no issues with the 
expanded numbers.

“A Ministry of the Envi-
ronment, Conservation 
and Parks senior noise 
engineer has reviewed 
the Acoustic Assess-
ment Report provided 
by the applicant. The 
senior noise engineer 
has confirmed that the 
facility will meet the noise 
standards for anaerobic 
digestion facilities,” reads 
the government response 
to concerns raised on the 
Environmental Registry 
of Ontario. “As part of 
the renewable energy 
approval, there is a 
condition which limits the 
number of trucks allowed 
entering and exiting the 
facility during specified 
time periods. The condi-
tion requires the company 
to ensure that there are no 
more than twenty truck 

movements per hour (i.e., 
ten trucks entering and 
exiting), at the facility at 
any time between 7 a.m. 
and 7 p.m.”

Martin said he hasn’t 
been notified of any 
appeals launched follow-
ing the MoE’s October 
21 decision, with the 
company now awaiting 
final clearance for the 
changes to take effect.

Along with the trucking 
numbers, the amend-
ment includes increasing 
the amount of materials 
that can be processed to 
110,000 tonnes per year 
from 70,000. There’s also 
a greater range of mate-
rials, including livestock 
manure and kitchen 
waste, that can be used to 
fuel the plant that turns 
organic waste into elec-
tricity. There will also be 
improvements to the site’s 
odour-collection system.

The expansion will help 
ensure the facility doesn’t 
run short of source material, 
as has happened on occa-
sion, at times limiting the 
plant’s output to 80 per cent 
of its potential, said Martin.

“It’s about keeping us 
full and flexible in the 
short term, with more 
options in the future.”

The anaerobic digestion 
facility generates 2.85 
megawatts of electricity 
and 3.02 megawatts of heat 
from the biogas produced 
from a variety of organic 
materials. The electricity 

generated is passed into 
the electrical grid under a 
Ontario Power Authority’s 
alternative energy Feed-in 
Tariff (FiT) program.

That FiT contract runs 
for another 13 or 14 years, 
with the recent changes 
made with an eye towards 
longer-term operations, 
said Martin.

“It’s really about giving 
us options when the FiT 
contract runs out,” he said. 
“What does it mean in the 
near term? Not much.”

Residents will be watch-
ing to see what happens, 
however, with Holt point-
ing to the potential for 
more odours with addition 
of manure into the mix.

“It’s not just the trucks, 
but what they’re hauling,” 
he said, noting the general 
increase in truck traffic 
underscores the need for 
a bypass route around 
downtown Elmira.

Woolwich officials have 
spent years pushing for 
such a route, which would 
have to be spearheaded by 
the Region of Waterloo as 
Arthur Street is a regional 
road. The most promi-
nent plan calls for a route 
running east of  Arthur 
Street, branching off of 
the main road at Union 
Street at the south end 
and rejoining the road to 
the north in the vicinity of 
Kenning Place, perhaps as 
part of a future expansion 
of the north-side indus-
trial lands. 

→FROM 03

INTER-REGIONAL TRANSIT: Routes 
leaving from Stratford will make stops 
in Elmira and St. Jacobs

The Ministry of the Environment has ap-
proved some changes at the operation of 
the Woolwich Bio-en plant in Elmira. 
File Photo
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Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Free blood pressure  
 monitoring

• Free blood sugar
 monitor training

• Medication review 
 Meds-Check

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

$6.99

PORK SAUSAGE     

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$8.19 /lbTURKEY BREAST    

$3.99
/lb Reg.$5.39/lb

PLAIN AND GARLIC 

DELI SLICED SMOKED 
/lb

NOVEMBER 3

4:33 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a break-in at a 
fenced compound at an 
Arthur Street North location 
in Woolwich Township. The 
suspects cut through the 
fenced property and broke 
into a trailer, stealing prop-
erty from it. The break-in is 
believed to have occurred 
sometime in the past two 
months. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.  

NOVEMBER 5

10:00 AM | Wellington 
County OPP received 
a theft report from an 
address on Welling-
ton Road 10 in Moore-
field. Sometime within 
the previous 24 hours, 
unknown suspect/s 
stole the complainant’s 
Bobcat 2400 worth 
$10,000 from his feed 

The joint Water-
loo-Guelph Human 
Trafficking team officially 
launched last week. It will 
offer services to victims 
and survivors of human 
trafficking throughout 
Guelph, Wellington County 
and Waterloo Region.

This joint initiative 
brings together part-
ners from the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service 
(WRPS), the Guelph 
Police Service (GPS), 
Victim Services of 
Waterloo and Wellington/
Guelph and the Waterloo 
Region Sexual Assault 
and Domestic Violence 
Treatment Centre to 

Waterloo Region, Guelph police partner in human trafficking team

offer a holistic approach 
to human trafficking 
incidents, police said in a 
release.

The team, which will be 
hosted by the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service, is 
made up of two investiga-
tors from the WRPS, one 
investigator from GPS, 
and a human traffick-
ing crisis intervention 
counsellor from Victim 
Services.

The goal of the collab-
orative team is to not 
only offer investigative 
services, but to offer 
counselling, emergency 
housing needs, medi-
cal needs, and basic 

supplies. St. John Ambu-
lance will also provide 
therapy dogs to assist 
victims and survivors 
throughout the investiga-
tion and court process.

The Joint Waterloo/
Guelph Human Traffick-
ing Team has been made 
possible through the 
Proceeds of Crime (POC) 
Front-Line Policing (FLP) 
grant program funding 
provided by the Ministry 
of the Solicitor General.

“The Waterloo Regional 
Police Service is proud to 
host the new Joint Water-
loo-Guelph Human Traf-
ficking team that will offer 
an enhanced response 

to human trafficking 
throughout Guelph, 
Wellington and Waterloo 
Region. Human trafficking 
knows no boundaries. 
The trauma caused to 
victims can sometimes 
be so harmful that they 
refuse to come forward to 
ask for help. This collab-
orative effort shows the 
importance of every-
one working together 
to support victims and 
survivors to ensure they 
receive the help they 
need and to ensure we 
prevent future victims of 
this heinous crime,” said 
WRPS Chief Bryan Larkin 
in a statement.

mill. Officers learned that 
the Bobcat had been 
recovered inoperable and 
abandoned in the middle 
of Concession 14 during 
the night. Any person 
with information regard-
ing this incident is asked 
to contact the Wellington 
County OPP at 1-888-310-
1122. Should you wish to 
remain anonymous, you 
may call Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) 
or submit a tip on-line at 
www.csgw.tips. You may 
be eligible for a reward 
from Crime Stoppers of 
up to $2,000.

NOVEMBER 6

9:19 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a gas drive-off 
from a station on Victoria 
Street North in Woolwich 
Township. The suspect 
vehicle was a white SUV. 
The investigation is ongo-
ing. Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call police 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 

Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.  

NOVEMBER 7

12:35 PM |  Police 
responded to a report of 
a break-in at a secure lot 
in the area of Fountain 
Street North in Breslau. 
The complainant reported 
that several tractor trail-
ers had been entered on 
the lot and property was 
taken. The break-in is 
believed to have occurred 
sometime during the over-
night hours. The investi-
gation is ongoing. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.  

2:29 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a report of property 
damage at an elementary 
school in Wellesley village, 
where there was damage 
done to the air condition-
ing and heating units. The 
investigation is ongoing. 

Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.  

NOVEMBER 9

8:50 PM | A Welling-
ton County OPP officer 
was monitoring traffic 
and conducting radar on 
Wellington Road 19 near the 
Seventh Line in the Town-
ship of Centre Wellington 
when they observed an 
eastbound motor vehicle 
travelling at a speed that 
appeared to be well above 
the posted 80 km/h speed 
limit. The vehicle was 
locked on radar in excess 
of 135 km/h. A 17-year-
old Belwood resident was 
charged with ‘racing a 
motor vehicle.’ The defen-
dant is scheduled to appear 
at the Ontario Provincial 
Offences Court - Guelph 
on May 5, 2021. The vehi-
cle and driver’s licence 
were seized for a period of 
seven days as per statute.

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

EVEN THE NORMALLY 
HANDS-ON ACT of stuff-
ing Christmas stockings 
is going virtual in a year 
fundamentally altered by 
the coronavirus pandemic.

In its tenth year, 
the StuffIn Stockings 
campaign organized by the 
St. Jacobs Lions Club has 
made changes to ensure 
the safety of volunteers 
and recipients alike this 
holiday season.

Typically, the club would 
hold fundraising events, 
with volunteers then 
gathering en masse to fill 
stockings with Christmas 
items for families in need. 
That’s all changed this 
year, says club president 
Melissa Fishman, who 
co-chairs the event with  
Deborah Malloy.

“This year, unfortu-

St. Jacobs Lions take their Stuffin’ Stockings campaign virtual this Christmas

nately, with the pandemic, 
we face the challenge of 
not being able to do the 
same collaborative type 
event to do the stuffing 
that we normally do. So in 
a typical year, we will prob-
ably have close to 100-150 

people coming in and out 
of the St. Jacobs Lions Hall, 
whether they’re helping to 
set up or helping to phys-
ically fill stockings,” said 
Fishman, who estimates 
the group usually fills 
some 2,800 stockings.

Where the club would 
normally set up a booth 
during the St. Jacobs 
Sparkles event downtown 
as a way to raise money, 
the changes to that event 
meant that wasn’t an 
option for the Lions this 

year.
“We’re not able to do the 

same type of fundraising. 
We rely pretty heavily on 
events like Sparkles to be 
able to do our fundraising,” 
said Fishman.

Instead of physically 
putting stuff in stockings, 
the club is encouraging 
people to participate 
online via Amazon’s digital 
wishlist.

“People can go on and 
build a stocking almost 
like they would buy gifts 
on a wedding registry. And 
they can choose from a 
list of pre-populated items 
that we’ve selected that 
people are in the most 

need of and sent directly 
to us. And then we make 
sure those will get to the 
charities without having 
to do the whole process 
of handling everything 
in the in between,” she 
explained. 

Items on the wishlist 
include clothes, hygiene 
products, toys, books and 
sweets. In addition to the 
wishlist, there is a general 
donation section on the 
event’s website. 

This year’s campaign’s 
three beneficiaries are the 
Salvation Army, Commu-
nity Care Concepts and 
Sanguen Health Centre.Melissa Fishman and Deborah Malloy are co-chairs for the St. Jacobs Lions Club’s Stuffin’ Stockings 

campaign. Damon MacLean →STOCKINGS 06
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Parking By-law: The parking by-law is enforced in the Township of Wellesley by the 
Municipal Law Enforcement Officer and the Waterloo Regional Police Service.

• Parking is prohibited on all highways within the Township of Wellesley between
2:30 am – 6:00 am. (November 1st – April 30th)

• Parking overhanging any boulevard, sidewalk or multi use trail is prohibited within
the Township of Wellesley

Heavy trucks are prohibited from parking on all highways within the Township of Wellesley 
except while loading and unloading.

A highway includes all roads, shoulders, boulevards and sidewalks in the Township of 
Wellesley.

Snow and Ice Removal By-law: The owner or occupant of any building occupied or not, 
vacant land in any settlement area in the Township of Wellesley within 24 hours after a 
snowfall or freezing rain, during the months starting October 1st until April 30th each 
year, shall clear away and remove all snow and ice from the sidewalks in front, along the 
sides and at the rear of such building or vacant land.
The owner or occupant of any building occupied or not in any settlement area in the 
Township of Wellesley with a roof sloped towards a sidewalk in front, along the side or at 
the rear of such building before 9:00 am every day from October 1st to April 30th each year 
shall remove the snow and ice from the roof of the premises. They shall take due and 
proper care and precaution for the warning and safety of all persons using the sidewalk or 
road on the vicinity of the house and property when removing it.
Snowmobile By-law: Persons shall not operate a motorized snow vehicle on any 
sidewalk, or on any pedestrian walkway within the Township of Wellesley except on 
recognized and posted trails.
Motorized snow vehicles shall not be operated with 150 feet of any senior citizens home, 
church, home for the aged, nursing home, public school or other areas posted with a sign 
which indicated that snowmobiling is prohibited.
The above and noted sections of the by-laws are not to be interpreted as the by-law in its 
entirety. For more information on these and other Township of Wellesley by-laws view 
them at www.wellesley.ca

TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY

4639 Lobsinger Line, R.R. #1, St. Clements ON, N0B 2M0 • 519-699-4611

trade strategy, breaking 
the stigma, simplifying the 
system and encouraging 
employee participation in 
training and apprentice-
ships,” said Cho. 

“Right now more than 
ever we need to concen-
trate on making sure that 
our domestic supply chain 
is protected. We have a 
high growth sector here in 
Tri-Mach with the manu-
facturing sector and we 
need to make sure that the 
skills match the jobs that 
are available, especially in 
light of COVID-19 when you 
had certain sectors like the 
hospitality sector hit very 
hard, disproportionately 
affecting many women. It’s 
[also] an opportunity to be 
able to retool the people 
who are out of jobs or 
maybe won’t be going back 
to their jobs for a while to 
fill a gap where the need is 
necessary.”

Cho said the province 
is in the process of rolling 
out the program, working 

on the steps necessary for 
businesses to take advan-
tage of the funding. 
Harris said the program 
will help businesses who 
are looking for a specific, 
skilled tradesperson, but 
are unable to find someone 
due to a lack of people with 
those necessary skills. 

“For our rural townships 
here, obviously we’ve got 
quite a thriving industrial 
sector here in Elmira and 
Woolwich Township. We 
hear time and time again 
from businesses here that 
it’s really, really hard to 
find good, credentialed 
folks to come in and take 
part in that manufactur-
ing [area].So, as Stan (Cho) 

had mentioned one of the 
nice things about this is 
the micro-credentialing 
part of it will help people 
retool from a career 
maybe in the hospital-
ity sector or something 
where, unfortunately, 
they’ve lost their job or 
they’ve got reduced hours. 
They can go, they can do a 
very quick, concise course 
on being a machine 
operator, for example, 
and coming and work-
ing here at a place like 
Tri-Mach helping design 
some machines – [they] 
could be [taking] welding 
courses, it could be mill-
wright courses, all kinds 
of different things that 
will help people retool and 
be able to move into a new 
sector for a new career,” 
said Harris.

Cho says he hopes people 
now consider a job in the 
skilled trades, noting there’s 
a stigma attached to such 
jobs that should be over-
come given the number of 
good-paying jobs.

→FROM2

JOB FUNDING: Provincial program outlined in new 
budget will see millions to retrain jobless in skilled trade

such as the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre will also 
experience some changes, 
including recreational 
leagues having to lower 
number of players from 50 
to 10. 

“What we’ve seen in 
sport settings in Ontario, 
although we haven’t had 
an outbreak here yet, is 
that this type of setting is 
often at higher risk, but it’s 
not only the actual play 
itself, it’s also the before 
and after play, because 
there tends to be a lot of 
spread in social interac-
tions or gatherings before 

and after play,” explained 
Wang, noting that she 
doesn’t want to take the 
risk of seeing outbreaks in 
the recreational environ-
ment.

In neighbouring 
Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, there were 89 
active cases at midweek, 
up from 51 a week earlier. 
That catchment area’s 
cumulative total was 
977, of which 850 (87 per 
cent) have been resolved. 
There have been a total 
of 38 fatalities since the 
pandemic began.

The province is still 
dealing with a spike as the 

total number jumped by 
more than 6,000 in the 
past week to 86,783. There 
have been 3,260 deaths 
attributed to the virus, 
representing a falling 
mortality rate of 3.8 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
73,417cases (84.6 per cent) 
have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
41,125 active cases, an 
increase of 10,000 in the 
past week that brings the 
total to 273,037 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 nation-
wide, with 10,632 related 
deaths, a mortality rate of 
3.9 per cent.

→FROM 1

CODE YELLOW: Local hockey leagues will have to lower 
numbers to 10 limiting before and after gatherings

63 proving fatal. This 
growing epidemic is not 
an issue just in the cities 
– it also exists through-
out the region, including 
the townships and rural 
locations. Three calls for 
overdoses were answered 
in Wellesley Township, 
four in Wilmot, nine in 
Woolwich and three in 
North Dumfries. 

The number of inci-
dents in the townships is 
beyond what’s been seen 
before.

“I can tell you previ-
ously all of those boxes 
would be zero. And 
what it’s telling me is 
that the challenges of 
addiction go beyond any 
specific boundary. They 
go beyond any special 

specific neighborhood – 
opiate addiction doesn’t 
discriminate. So we’re 
seeing it impact the rural 
communities, we’re 
seeing rural communities 
in many ways becoming 
more dense,” said Larkin 
of the increased numbers 
in the rural areas. 

Also making an impact 
in the townships are 
crimes such as break-ins 
and vehicle thefts, he 
added.

“We need to be vigilant. 
We need to actually make 
sure that we report crime 
in rural communities. It’s 
easier if you’re in Elmira, 
Baden, New Hamburg 
because it’s more neigh-
borhood-centric, it’s a 
little more difficult than 
some of the rural areas 

where your neighbour 
may be a concession down 
the road,” said Larkin. 

Areas like high schools 
are also proving to be 
grounds for crime in the 
region, Larkin noted 
anecdotally. “We have 
large high schools in 
both Woolwich and 
Wilmot, and they’re not 
immune to issues around 
addiction. They’re not 
immune to issues around 
hate-based incidents. 
They’re not immune to 
cybercrime. They’re not 
immune to some of the 
challenges that young 
people are facing. And so, 
we can’t simply put up our 
guards to say, ‘well, there’s 
nothing happening here.’ 
I think we need to have 
candid conversation.”

→FROM 3

CRIME RATES: Police see shifts as pandemic continues

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

A FORMER SALVAGE 
YARD IN St. Jacobs’ south 
end would be transformed 
into a small subdivision 
featuring 12 townhomes 
under a plan discussed 
this week at Woolwich 
council.

A developer is looking 
to rezone the one-acre 
property at 1065 Old Scout 
Pl. to allow for residen-
tial uses on what is now 
an agricultural parcel. 
Old Scout Limited is 
also seeking a number 
of modifications to the 
township’s guidelines for 
development on the site, 
including provisions for 
larger garages and smaller 

Small townhouse project proposed 
for former salvage yard in St. Jacobs

porches in some cases.
The rezoning applica-

tion was the subject of 
public planning meeting 
held Tuesday night via 
videoconferencing.

The number of variances 
in the three blocks of four 
townhouses prompted 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan 
to question why it was the 
developer couldn’t adhere 
to the township’s guide-
lines for the site.

In response, Sarah 
Code, a planner with the 
GSP Group representing 
the applicant, said the 
proposal calls for town-
house units from Brom-
berg Homes would use 
designs already in use 
elsewhere.

“The elevations are used 

in other municipalities, 
and they’ve worked quite 
well,” she said.

Mark Pomponi, Wool-
wich’s director of devel-
opment services, said the 
application is just the first 
proposal from the devel-
oper. The designs will be 
reviewed by planning staff 
to determine the suitability.

“Some of them may be 
appropriate; some of them 
may not be.”

Tuesday night’s meet-
ing was for information 
purposes, with council 
making no decisions. The 
public session got the ball 
rolling, with future submis-
sions subject to review 
before staff eventually 
comes back with a recom-
mendation for councillors.

“It’s definitely a struggle. 
I think that the need is 
greater than ever, and our 
regular donors are strug-
gling to give as well. I think 
that the community at 
large is ... everybody’s just 
so unsure and that every-
body knows that the need 
is high. So, I’m sure that 
everybody will rally and 
come together and make a 

nice Christmas for every-
one,” said Malloy, who 
is unsure what donation 
levels will look like this 
year. 

“I think our main focus 
this year is making sure 
that everybody in the 
community is safe, our 
volunteers as well as the 
charities we work with. So 
we’re really focusing on 
‘stay safe and shop at home 

or donate at home.’ We 
have created an Amazon 
wishlist, so we’re hoping 
that between the donate 
button on our website as 
well as the Amazon wish-
list that people will be able 
to comfortably and safely 
donate that way.” 

More information on 
how to support the cause 
can be found online at 
www.stuffinstockings.ca.

→FROM 5

STOCKINGS: A new take on club’s holiday tradition

MPP Stan Cho
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2021 Regional Budget
The 2021 Regional Budget meetings will be held electronically at 150  
Frederick Street, Kitchener, on the following dates:

Wednesday, November 25, 2020 
1:30 p.m.

and
Wednesday, December 16, 2020 

1:30 p.m.

Final approval of the Region’s 2021 Operating Budget and Ten-Year Cap-
ital Program is scheduled for Wednesday, January 20, 2021. Please con-
tact 519-575-4400 for meeting start time or check the Region’s website.

You can watch any of the scheduled budget or Council meetings on the 
Region’s website at https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/regional-govern-
ment/live-webcast.aspx.

For a copy of the budget schedule, please visit our website https://www.
regionofwaterloo.ca/en/regional-government/budget-and-finance- ar-
chives.aspx.

Notice of these meetings is being given in accordance with the “Munici-
pal Act”, as amended, and the Region’s Notice Policy.

Please visit our website for more information about the Regional Bud-
get https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/regional-government/bud-
get-and-finance- archives.aspx.

Kris Fletcher
Regional Clerk

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

ONTARIO MUNICIPAL-
ITIES BATTLING THE 
CORONAVIRUS pandemic 
will get a new line of finan-
cial support from senior 
governments through the 
$1.05-billion COVID-19 
resilience infrastructure 
stream announced last 
week. 

The funding is coming 
jointly from the provincial 
and federal governments 
under the Investing in 
Canada Infrastructure 
Program (ICIP). 

In total, $7,948,041 will 
be coming to Waterloo 
Region, with Woolwich 
Township receiving 
$279,747 and Wellesley 
Township earmarked for 
$100,000. 

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris says 
the funding is being 
accelerated because 
municipalities need the 
help now, available for 
shovel-ready projects that 
may already be on the 
books. The new iteration 
of the ICIP funding is not 
application-based like 
previous versions which 
saw more than $10 billion 
in applications submitted 
for $1 billion in available 
funding. 

Instead, the new 
program is alloca-
tion-based, but munici-
palities will still have to 
submit an application to 
let the government know 
what they intend to do 
with the funds. 

“What we’ve done to 
make it a little bit more 
equitable is actually 
change it to an alloca-
tion-based program. So, 
instead of everybody 
fighting for one pot of 

The township should 
focus on needs rather than 
wants, he said.

In that vein, van der 
Maas said the budget 
increases should stay as 
close to zero as possible 
because of the uncertain 

times ahead, noting that 
any target of four to six per 
cent would be unreason-
able. 

Neher agreed with 
van der Maas and then 
proposed a 2.5 per cent 
increase. Ward 4 Coun. 
Carl Smit proposed an 

Region, local municipalities to 
share in $8 million in relief funds

money what we’re doing 
now is saying ‘OK, Wool-
wich Township, you’ve 
got $279,747 available, 
what would you like that 
money to be used for?’ The 
municipalities will still 
have to put an application 
in, obviously we need to 
do our due diligence and 
make sure that they’re 
using the money for 
infrastructure needs that 
fit the criteria that’s set out 
by both us and the federal 
government,” said Harris. 

Eligible projects fall 
under four main catego-
ries, including commu-
nity, health, recreation 
and education renova-
tions; COVID-19 response 
infrastructure; active 
transportation; and disas-
ter mitigation, adaption, 
or remediation. 

That can include under-
taking such as retrofits 
and repairs for municipal 
or provincial buildings as 
well as health and educa-
tion infrastructure. Active 
and passive transporta-
tion infrastructure such 
as trails, foot bridges and 
bike paths, along with 
revitalizing infrastructure 
like planting trees are all 
projects for which the 
money can be used, Harris 
explained.

In Wellesley Township, 
Mayor Joe Nowak says he 
is very appreciative of the 
provincial government for 
the money, and while he 
does not yet know where 
the money may go, there 
are a few things around 
the township where he 
believes the money could 
be used.

“There’s going to be a 
number of projects that we 
could consider [using this 
money for]. Trails obvi-
ously there’s one. There 

are some issues with main-
tenance on both arenas 
where there’s work that 
has to be done. I can’t get 
into specifics at this point 
but [all of those projects]… 
are shovel-ready because I 
think we pretty well know 
what exactly has to be 
done,” said Nowak.

Woolwich Township 
also does not yet know 
where they will allocate 
their almost $280,000. 
Chief administrative 
officer David Brenneman 
says staff are currently 
preparing a report to bring 
to council with recom-
mendations on where they 
think the money should 
be used, noting Woolwich 
too is appreciative of the 
funding. 

Harris said he hopes that 
municipalities will put 
their applications forward 
before the end of the year, 
with the application dead-
line no later than March 
31, 2021. Projects must be 
underway by September 
2021, and all projects must 
be completed by Decem-
ber 2021 under the rules of 
the funding program. 

Harris says this funding 
is about ensuring that 
everyone in Ontario has 
the best ability to make 
it through the pandemic 
safely.

“We’re working together 
with our municipal [and] 
obviously provincial and 
federal partners to try and 
put our best foot forward 
to make sure that we give 
everybody here in the 
province of Ontario, the 
best opportunity to make 
it through COVID-19 safe 
and healthy. And that’s 
really our government’s 
number one priority and 
we’ve said that from the 
beginning.”

increase between two 
and four per cent, while 
Wagner said an increase 
of two to three per cent 
seemed reasonable.

The draft budget is 
expected to be presented 
to council on December 
14.

→FROM 3

BUDGET: COVID tops list of council’s concerns

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

IT’S BECOME A TRADI-
TION TO visit the village  
during the St. Jacobs 
Sparkles event, taking in 
the Christmas lights that 
line the streets and explor-
ing the holiday-themed 
setting. As with most 
things this year, the 

St. Jacobs BIA makes changes to its traditional Christmas 
coronavirus pandemic has 
prompted some changes, 
in this case extending the 
event from four days to six 
weeks.

Many of the usual 
activities associated with 
the start-of-the-season 
event have been changed 
or dropped in compli-
ance with public health 
mesures.

“Normally we have 
carolers, horse drawn-trol-
leys, shuttle buses and 
limo rides. And of course, 
all of those things are 
[virus] friendly. So this 
year we did our best to 
make the village extra 
sparkly,” said Brittany 
Burgess, lead of events for 
the St. Jacobs BIA. 

The goal of this year’s 

Sparkles event was to 
ensure that people would 
be able to enjoy the tradi-
tion, while keeping their 
safety the priority. 

“We have lots of photo 
opportunities throughout 
town. We did relight the 
Christmas tree, the big tree 
in front of the Lutheran 
Church, which is beauti-
ful. And we’ve installed 
some more light displays 
throughout town,” she said.

Along with more 
decorations, many of the 
businesses are offering 
extended hours of opera-
tion to provide shoppers 
with more options. As 
well, the old Thoman Tire 
building, which is in the 
process of being tran-
sitioned into the Three 
Sisters Cultural Centre, 
has been decorated as 
Santa’s Workshop. 

“They’re not quite up 
and running yet,” Burgess 
noted of the cultural 
centre, “so they’ve offered 
us their space. And we will 

have Santa here for at least 
the remainder of Novem-
ber on the weekends, and 
hopefully into December.” 

The workshop will allow 
children the opportu-
nity to wave at Santa and 
see him in his shop, as 
visiting with him has been 
vetoed this year due to the 
pandemic. Children are 
also encouraged to drop 
off their letters to Santa 
at the workshop/cultural 
centre. 

Burgess says on an 
average year they see 
thousands of people come 
down for the four-day 
event. This time around, 
the BIA doesn’t know what 
to expect. “I have a feeling 
that we will still be busy on 
this weekend just because 
everyone is used to 
coming sort of right after 
Remembrance Day, but 
we’re hopeful that every-
one will continue to come 
all the way right up until 
Christmas because we are 
offering the late-night 

shopping,” said Burgess.
With Waterloo Region 

having moved to the 
yellow zone of the provin-
cial framework of reopen-
ing this past weekend, 
many local businesses 
have reduced the numbers 
of patrons in the store and 
implemented the new 
measures. St. Jacobs is 
known as a popular tourist 
town for people in and 
around southern Ontario 
and, more importantly, 
positively affected regions 
in the red zone like Peel. 
The village will be closely 
following public health 
measures throughout the 
six week season.

“We encourage people 
to still come to St. Jacobs 
while being safe – they can 
come at any time, day or 
night. The majority of the 
village is open seven days 
a week. So don’t just think 
about Sparkles as a four-
day event, think about 
how much St. Jacobs 
sparkles throughout the 
whole holiday season. And 
whether you’re coming to 
shop or coming to enjoy 
just the beauty of the 
village in all of our lights 
and beautiful displays, our 
priority is to keep every-
one safe while still having 
a lot of Christmas spirit.”

The pandemic has forced the St. Jacobs BIA to make adjustments.
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get  
your local news.
Online: observerxtra.com/about

Opinion “This is a huge change from the summer-
time and even from the beginning of 
September, and it is alarming, Obvi-
ously, the provincial government has 
not taken sufficient measures to keep 
the most vulnerable among us safe.” 
Natalie Mehra, executive director of the Ontario Health 
Coalition, points to exponential growth in COVID-19 cases.

The CRTC has taken action against the 
dodgy telemarketing practices of several 
real estate, investment and mortgage agents 
and brokerages. The agency issued 44 cita-
tions, 258 warning letters and 23 notices of 
violation with penalties totalling $103,300.  
Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications 
Commission

Verbatim The Monitor

Concerns about increased truck traffic through 
Elmira focus attention on the township’s long-
standing desire for a bypass route to channel 
traffic away from the downtown core.

While operational changes proposed for the biogas plant at 
the north end of town are unlikely to boost truck traffic in any 
significant way, there will be a few more making stops there 
every day. Residents who were concerned from the begin-
ning about the plant’s opening remain skeptical, with trucks 
topping the list.

Woolwich has been calling for a bypass route for years. 
Arthur Street is a regional road, with congestion being the 
region’s responsibility, so it’s up to the upper-tier municipality 
to spearhead a new route. It’s always been a low priority for the 
region, and financial woes mean the project is beyond its plan-
ning horizon – such a route could be decades away at that rate.

Preventing trucks from rumbling through the core is 
certainly a much higher priority than the region places on 
the project. A bypass route that would take through traffic, 
particularly trucks, off of Arthur Street and through, say, an 
industrial area on the east side of town would do wonders. A 
likely scenario would see a route running east of Arthur Street, 
perhaps branching off of the main road at Union Street at the 
south end and rejoining the road to the north in the vicinity of 
Kenning Place. 

The actual route, should it come to pass, might look differ-
ent, as the township has also looked at options on the west side 
of Elmira. Whatever the final design, the bypass is a pressing 
need, especially in light of efforts to bolster the downtown 
core.

It’s no secret the downtown could use some sprucing up. 
Improvements have long been a topic of discussion for the 
township and the Business Improvement Area (BIA) board 
representing businesses in the core.

A number of studies have mapped out some ideal changes, 
but the township isn’t in the business of acquiring real estate 
or helping to launch new ventures, unlike some larger munici-
palities, often with mixed or poor results.

Ideally, there would be a cohesive vision for the core, a strat-
egy to provide what the public wants in order to attract people 
downtown. That could include longer hours and marketing 
expertise to make stores more in line with the expectations 
of today’s customers. In the bigger picture, that would mean 
attracting the kinds of businesses that bring people in and 
entice them to linger, such as outdoor cafés to play up the 
downtown’s advantages in the better weather, a taste of which 
we’ve seen in response to the crisis brought on by the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

The township and its BIA have recognized an opportunity 
presented by a growing Elmira. Many of the new homes – 
current and future – are within walking distance of the core; 
the goal now is to give them a reason to walk, and stop, down-
town.

Over the years, Woolwich has completed a few core reviews 
for Elmira, and has undertaken zoning changes to tweak the 
development options downtown. Much of the emphasis, not 
surprisingly, has been on the retail portion of downtown busi-
ness. Such thinking dominates municipal planning schemes 
just about everywhere. Under pressure today from big-box 
retail, much as they were from the malls in previous genera-
tions, downtowns are having to cope with change. That doesn’t 
always sit well with core retailers.

Attractive, pedestrian-friendly streetscapes, including trees, 
green spaces, flowers, benches and trails and amenities such 
as restaurants are what residents want from their downtowns. 
Studies have highlighted those demands. But while the town-
ship can favour such things, and even promote them, it’s in no 
position to make the changes demanded by the public.

Getting trucks out of the core would certainly be a strong 
impetus for further change.

Elmira bypass a key part 
of revitalizing the core

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Americans should congratu-
late themselves. Their election 
system is definitely better than 
Ethiopia’s. In fact, it works so 
well that there’s unlikely to be 
another American civil war.

The United States, a federal 
country with a complex 
and decrepit voting system, 
has nevertheless just held a 
national election despite about 
a quarter-million COVID-19 
deaths. President Donald 
Trump is finding it hard to 
process his defeat, but the 
system itself worked fine 
despite the pandemic.

Ethiopia, another federal 
country with one-third of 
America’s population but less 
than one-hundredth of the U.S. 
COVID death rate, should have 
held its scheduled election this 
autumn too, but Prime Minis-
ter Abiy Ahmed postponed it 
“because of COVID.”  That was a 
very serious mistake.

The government of the Tigray 
region of Ethiopia accused Abiy 
of needless delay, and when 
he refused to change his mind 
they went ahead and held the 
election in Tigray anyway.

Abiy said the newly elected 
government of Tigray (same as 
the old government) was illegal 
because he had postponed 
the elections, Tigray said the 
federal government was illegal 
because it had unilaterally 
extended its mandate instead 

Ethiopia goes back to war ... with itself
ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

of holding the elections, and 
they went to war. In only a week 
they’ve worked their way up 
from local clashes to air strikes.

This is so stupid and reckless 
that it makes American politics 
look positively demure by 
comparison. To be fair, though, 
Ethiopia has only recently 
emerged from 45 years of revo-
lution, white and red terror, 
renewed tyranny, more revolu-
tion, and practically non-stop 
civil and international war. 
Ethiopia is a really hard place to 
govern.

When Abiy Ahmed was 
appointed prime minister two 
years ago by the ruling coali-
tion, the Ethiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Democratic 
Front (EPRDF), he was the first 
Oromo ever to govern the coun-
try, even though the Oromo are 
the largest of Ethiopia’s many 
ethnic groups (a third of the 
population). They have been 
unhappy for a long time, so that 
was a plus.

So was the fact that he was 
the son of a Christian-Muslim 
marriage, useful in a country 
that is two-thirds Christian, 
one-third Muslim. And Abiy’s 
intentions were good: he imme-
diately set about to dismantle 

the stranglehold on power of 
the various ethnic militias that 
had fought and won the long 
war against the Derg, the previ-
ous communist dictatorship.

The most powerful of those 
militias is the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front. Tigray, 
the country’s northernmost 
province, has only six million 
people, a mere five per cent 
of Ethiopia’s population, but 
Tigrayan soldiers and poli-
ticians have dominated the 
EPRDF coalition and govern-
ment for most of the last 30 
years because of their historic 
role in the war against the Derg.

The Tigrayan political elite’s 
privilege was widely resented, 
and it was time for it to end. 
Last year Abiy tried to do that 
by merging all the ethnic 
militia-based parties into a 
single Prosperity Party, but the 
TPLF leadership wouldn’t play. 
They had always lived in the 
castle, and nobody was going to 
make them go and live with the 
commoners.

It is, alas, as simple as that, 
and perhaps a more accom-
plished civilian politician 
could have finessed it: cabinet 
posts, ambassadorships and/
or fat lifetime pensions for the 
more flexible Tigrayan leaders, 
discreet but massive bribes for 
the greedier ones, and a couple 
of fatal ‘accidents’ for the hard-

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Editor's 
Point of View

Cultural divide a growing threat to governance beyond Trumpism

The vast majority of 
Americans have felt the 
negatives of globaliza-
tion, outsourcing, loss of 
blue-collar jobs, declining 
union rates and a host 
of other ills related to 
shifts in trade and regu-
lation that began some 
four decades ago. Those 
changes came in the wake 
of societal upheavals that 
altered the status quo 
where race, gender and 
sexuality were concerned, 
making the ground 
unsteady for some, partic-
ularly those who benefit-
ted from the status quo.

Steady urbanization 
in which the cities grew, 
usually through immi-
gration patterns that 
were also changing, only 
enhanced the divide 
between those areas hit 
hardest by economic 

shifts, rural locations in 
the so-called red states, 
most notably. That set 
the stage for the divide 
between predominantly 
White, Christian, conser-
vative residents and 
multiracial, non-religious, 
liberal residents of the 
cities, the latter a growing 
demographic while the 
former shrinks. 

On top of power slid-
ing to the urban centres, 
those already feeling left 
behind were also subject 
to derision – some real, 
some imagined – from 
those who saw them as an 
anachronism. They would 
become Trump support-
ers, in part as a way to poke 
“coastal elites and liberals” 
in the eye. 

That anger is under-
standable. Change is 
always difficult. More so 
when the pace is ever-in-
creasing. And especially 
so when they feel like 
changes are being made 
without their consent – 

nobody ever asked them if 
it was OK to make so many 
economic and societal 
changes.

Western democracy is 
predicated on the consent 
of the governed – govern-
ments have only as much 
legitimacy and power as 
we grant them, at least 
in theory, though we’ve 
certainly strayed from that 
path over the years. 

Groups everywhere on 
the spectrum have reason 
to see government has 
less legitimate as those 
in power curry to narrow 
corporate interests and 
self-dealing. But in the 
case of Trump supporters, 
there’s a sense of grievance 
that their very way of life is 
threatened by government 
policy.

That the economic 
decline of manufacturing 
and extractive regions of 
the country was orches-
trated under Republican 
and Democratic admin-
istrations gets lost in the 

mix. Moreover, cultural 
issues related to the 
likes of demographic 
changes and religion play 
an oversized role, one 
Trump supporters see 
represented by Repub-
licans. The party has 
swung decidedly that way 
in attempting to retain 
power rather than erecting 
a larger tent to be more 
inclusive. The result is the 
hyper-partisanship that’s 
become the norm today.

Those kind of splits are 
becoming a larger politi-
cal concern on the inter-
national stage. The red 
state/blue state divide in 
the U.S. is a very obvious 
case in point in the age of 
Trump, but it’s also at play 
in the Brexit debate in the 
UK and the “yellow vest” 
protests in France, for 
instance.

Canada is not immune, 
of course, as we can clearly 
see in the debate over 
carbon taxes, pipelines 
and gun controls, which 

pit the concerns of the 
Prairie provinces against 
the diktats from Ottawa.  
And the situation here is 
unlikely to improve as the 
country becomes more 
urban. 

Already, more than 80 
per cent of us live in urban 
areas. Some 35.5 per cent 
of all Canadians live in 
just three cities – Toronto, 
Montreal and Vancouver – 
up from 29.9 per cent three 
decades earlier, according 
to information from the 
2016 census. That trend 
continues. And it could 
lead to the kind of issues 
we see in other countries 
– think of the London vs. 
the countryside split in the 
Brexit vote, for example.

In federal and provincial 
politics, there is already 
an established divide 
between rural and urban 
areas when it comes to 
electing Conservative, 
Liberal and NDP candi-
dates – this country, too, 
is a patchwork quilt of red 
and blue. Political scien-
tists and other academics 
have already noted the 
growing fault line, though 
it’s nothing like the chasm 
to the south.

Still, Canada has a 
dilemma of its own. The 
American divide has been 
widely discussed since 
Trump’s unlikely rise to 
the presidency, which 
caught many pundits off 
guard simply because 
those in the urban areas 
were unaware and/or 
dismissive of the concerns 
and problems found in the 
rural and even suburban 
areas of the country.

The anger that arose in 
the so-called flyover parts 
of the country, particularly 
in the rustbelt states, had 
much to do with poorer 
economic prospects and 
feelings of neglect. As the 
urban areas grow and the 
economic shifts – many 
of them the result of 
poor and corrupt polices 
– continue to alter the 

Other priorities mean the region has pushed off talk of an Elmira bypass route for at least a couple of decades.

Though not out in the 
streets, many Cana-

dians were as happy about 
Joe Biden’s win as those 
Americans celebrating en 
masse Saturday afternoon 
and into the night.

As commentators noted, 
the spontaneous reaction 
to the news Donald Trump 
would no longer be pres-
ident were reminiscent 
of scenes from countries 
that had just overthrown 
dictators. To the majority 
of Americans who wanted 
Trump gone, it must have 
felt like being delivered 
from a four-year night-
mare. 

After days of holding 
their breath following the 
November 3 vote, they 
finally got to exhale.

By the same token, 
almost half of U.S. 
voters opted for Trump, 
a number that seems 
unfathomable to those 
who see him as a divi-
sive, mean-spirited 
font of misinformation 
and lies. Trump was an 
outsider running against 
a much-disliked Hillary 
Clinton in 2016, but he was 
certainly a known quan-
tity this time around. That 
some 70 million people 
opted to vote for him 
despitehis deficiencies 
tells us something, even 
if that something isn’t 
particularly uplifting.

Undoubtedly, there 
were those who voted for 
him precisely because of 
his divisiveness – racism, 
misogyny, intolerance – 
but that’s too simple an 
explanation for why the 
race was so much closer 
than rationality said it 
should have been. But 
many voted for Trump for 
the same reason they did 
in 2016: they feel left out 
and even looked down 
upon by those they label 
elites. In 2016, Trump was 
perhaps a protest against 
the status quo. In 2020, he 
was also a middle-finger 
salute from the deplor-
ables. →KANNON 10
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Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Tempering the classic tale of grouse and men

There comes a time in 
every grouse hunter’s 

life when they have to 
show their new hunting 
dog that dreams don’tal-
ways come true. That 
typically happens on its 
first hunt when birds are 
encountered.

The pup, if it is like 
most, is usually full of 
energy, focus and ambi-
tion to hunt grouse. 
Worse still, it looks upon 
its master as perhaps the 
single greatest human 
being on the face of the 
Earth. After all, it thinks, 
this is the person who 
plays retrieve with me, 
who lets me run in the 
fields and woods, who 
feeds and praises me, and 

est nuts.
Abiy Ahmed, despite a 

background in intelligence 
work that should have 
given him good political 
skills, is inflexible and 
confrontational. The 
cascade of threats, count-
er-threats and ultimatums 
between him and the TPLF 
leadership is now culmi-
nating in what amounts to 
a Tigrayan war of seces-
sion.

It could be a long war, 
because Tigrayans are 
over-represented in the 
armed forces and much of 
the army’s heavy weapons 

and equipment, which 
were based in Tigray 
because of the border war 
with Eritrea, has fallen 
into the TPLF’s hands. 
The TPLF has no air force, 
but it can match the 
federal army in every-
thing up to and including 
mechanized divisions.

Ethiopia is Africa’s 
second-biggest coun-
try, very poor but with a 
fast-growing economy. 
The very last thing it 
needs is yet another civil 
war, which in current 
circumstances could 
also lead to other regions 
trying to secede. Even 

APPOINTMENTS ARE RECOMMENDED, BUT NOT NECESSARY. CALL TODAY! 519-669-2727  |  ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE 325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA* SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Locally Owned
& Operated

COLLECT CANADIAN 
TIRE MONEY® ON 

AUTO SERVICE PARTS 
AND LABOUR!

CANADA’S GARAGE – LIMITED TIME OFFER

1/2 Price Alignment1/2 Price Alignment *
Purchase, Install and Balance ANY 4 Tires and Receive a

(If Required) 

TURN BIG PURCHASES INTO SMALL PAYMENTS.
No fee. No Interest.on equal monthly payments. 24 

MONTHS

$150+
Purchase

Terms & Conditions apply. See store or online to apply or for more information.

if the TPLF was trying 
to provoke a war (which 
looks quite likely), Abiy 
Ahmed’s first duty was to 
avoid it at all costs.

They gave Abiy the 
Nobel Peace Prize last 
year for bringing Ethio-
pia’s 22-year border war 
with Eritrea to a formal 
end, but that award has 
been going downhill ever 
since Henry Kissinger got 
one. They even gave one 
to Myanmar leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi, who now 
goes around condoning 
genocide.

Maybe we also need a 
Nobel Booby Prize.

give me snacks. Heck, he 
or she even picks up my 
poop and has bought me a 
couch to sleep on.

Plus, that pup has 
probably listened closely 
when its master regaled 
others about his or her 
shooting prowess and how 
the grouse won’t stand a 
chance because of that 
and his new dog.

So, it is only natural that 
the pup has the expec-
tation toflush birds and 
watch this great person 
shoot them down, so that 
they can both have fun 

with the retrieving part.
Often, however, that 

dream crumbles whenthe 
first bird goes up.

Typically, it goes like 
this. 

The dog does exactly 
what it was trained to 
do. It quarters happily 
in front of the hunter. 
Then it recognizes bird 
scent, follows it and 
either flushes or points a 
grouse. In either case the 
result is the same. A bird 
rises up and presents the 
hunter – that dog’s master 
– with what could argu-
ably be called the easiest 
shot opportunity ever 
presented. 

If the hunter hits the 
grouse, that’s great. My 

best advice to that the 
hunter is quit then and 
there and leave their dog 
with the happy memory of 
how perfect it was. It will 
be proud of you for the 
rest of its life.

Most of us are not so 
lucky, however. And, even 
if we initially hit a bird, we 
eventually push our luck 
too hard, and miss many 
more than we hit.

Typically, it goes like 
this. A bird gets up and we 
are tangled in a tight stand 
of alders or hawthorns 
and we shoot from an 
unbalanced and awkward 
position – and miss. Often 
more than once. 

The thing to do at this 
point is not make eye 

contact with your dog. 
You don’t need to see the 
shame and disappoint-
ment on its face.

Miss often enough and 
the dog will start begging 
you for the gun. Or, at the 
very least, roll its eyes and 
blush every time you tell a 
hunting story.

Fortunately, I have 
trained my dog not to have 
those high hopes. This is 
a long and complicated  
training process that 
involves me missing many 
clay pigeons in front of 
her, getting tangled in the 
hawthorns in her presence 
and generally fumbling 
when a training bird rises.

After a few sessions of 
that, my dog is actually 

a cheerleader for me and 
when I hit a grouse in 
front of it, it actually gives 
me the kind of look my 
grade school teachers gave 
me when I got a D-plus or 
participation award. Basi-
cally, it says, “Well, that’s 
pretty good, considering 
what you have to work 
with.”

The ultimate goal is 
to make it an emotional 
support dog who can keep 
a secret.

This is a far healthier 
approach for both dog and 
hunter. Of course, you 
can’t let up on this sort of 
training.

Next year, I’m hoping to 
teach it how to give me a 
pat on the back.

DYER: Better make that a Nobel Booby Prize

 � It’s a food drive,  
but we don’t want 
your food

To the Editor,
It’s Christmas morning 

in your house. What do 
you see? What do you 
smell? Chances are there 
is a tree in the corner 
with beautiful ornaments 
and presents. You smell 
the tangy pine needles, 
the turkey roasting in 
the oven complete with 
baked potatoes, stuffing, 
squash, cranberry sauce… 
lots of leftovers.

Now imagine you’re 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

one of the thousands 
who has lost their job or 
their business and has a 
couple kids at home. You 
make apologies to your 
children. No presents this 
year. No turkey. 

We live in one of the 
richest countries in the 
world, in one of the rich-
est regions so there is no 
excuse for any family to 
go hungry. 

In the past, service 
clubs in the area did a 
major food drive with 
more than 200 volun-
teers going door to door 
collecting your donations. 
Community support was 
great. We collected over 

20,000 pounds of food 
last year. This year for 
various reasons we can’t. 
We have to do something 
else.

Volunteers from our 
small township are all 
working together: Wool-
wich Community Services 
along with the generous 
members of your local 
service clubs – Lions, 
Optimists, Kiwanis, 
Masons and Scouts – will 
be at various locations 
around the community 
on November 20 & 21 
collecting cash, cheques, 
gift cards & e-transfers. 
You will find us at local 
grocers (Foodland, Food 

Basics in Elmira), Jacks 
Restaurant (Waterloo), 
Crowsfoot Smokehaus 
(Conestogo) various banks 
and shops in Elmira & St 
Jacobs.  

Flyers and door hangers 
will be delivered to your 
home outlining ways 
in which you can make 
much needed monetary 
donations. You can even 
donate directly from your 
home. But we will not be 
collecting food!

We are asking for your 
help. Your donation will 
help make sure none of 
our neighbours go hungry 
at Christmas. So even if 
you have never donated 

before, in this year of 
especially trying times, 
please help.

On the other hand, if 
you or anyone you know 
might need some extra 
help this year please urge 
them to contact Woolwich 
Community Services at 
519-669-5139. 

Let’s remind those 
who are hurting this year 
that we are a loving and 
friendly community and 
that we care deeply about 
how they are doing.

Wayne Vanwyck 
VOLUNTEER, KIWANIS CLUB OF 

ELMIRA, IN COLLABORATION WITH 
LIONS, MASONS, OPTIMISTS  

AND SCOUTS

landscape, bridging the 
gap appears ever-more 
difficult.

That’s the reality that 
Biden faces when he’s 
sworn in as president on 
January 20. He’s talked 
of healing, which is a 
much better message than 
what’s been on offer for 
the past four years, but a 
recognition of the griev-
ances and action on those 
that are legitimate will be 
needed to gain the consent 
of more of the governed.

KANNON: Many 
changes needed 
to gain consent
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AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Arts Pat the Dog Theatre Creation has launched 
a new micro-grants program for Waterloo 
Region artists: 20 micro-grants of $500 
each ($10,000 total) with each micro-grant 
representing the equivalent of one-week 
paid work, in accordance with Ontario 
Arts Council Artistic Residency rates.  
www.patthedog.org

Hillside Festival is rolling out Unmuted, a 
celebration of the powerful voices, words, 
and music of seven Ontario artists. In a 
partnership that will span four months, 
Hillside and Silence present music and 
spoken word performances that will fill 
your screen every other Friday, culmi-
nating in Hillside Inside in February 2021.  
www.hillsidefestival.ca

Micro-grants for artists Hillside goes Unmuted
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2755 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg
519-699-5200 • www.jfm.ca

Call to order – Curb-side Pick-up!Call to order – Curb-side Pick-up!

Also Custom Gift baskets available for your 
four legged and feathered friends. Can work with any budget.

Also Custom Gift baskets available for your 
four legged and feathered friends. Can work with any budget.

Also Custom Gift baskets available for your 
four legged and feathered friends. Can work with any budget.

Never any wheat, corn, potato or soy added. Never any wheat, corn, potato or soy added. Never any wheat, corn, potato or soy added. 

Lamb meal, lamb 
and pearl barley

Easily digestible, with Omega 3’s

Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

KITCHENER-BORN 
MUSICIAN MATTHEW 
BURKHART WAS on 
vacation in Arizona when 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
hit the Western world. He 
re-entered the country a 
mere day before borders 
were closed after Cana-
dians were ordered to fly 
back home. Upon return-
ing to Toronto, where he 
now resides, he was on 
his way to work when he 
received a text requiring 
him to self-isolate for two 
weeks; his new EP, Slow 
Burn, is a product of that 
quarantine.

His vacation in the 
Copper State was an 
eye-opener, Burkhart says.

“I was frustrated. I think 
that just seeing the sort 
of lackadaisical response 
down there to what was 
happening and, and 
knowing that that was just 
going to make this whole 
thing worse.” 

Upon returning to the 
Great White North, he 
noticed a much more 
sophisticated approach to 
handling the coronavirus 
outbreak with attempts at 
flattening the curve. 

“I got back and drove to 
work. And then as I was 
getting to work, I got the 
text saying that I had to 
sort of quarantine for two 
weeks. So from that point, 
I was like, ‘OK, now I have 
to apply for EI, I don’t even 

Quarantine leads to new songs, debut EP
Matthew Burkhart channels his recent 
experiences into his alt-country music

Matthew Burkhart had the time and inspiration during the pandemic lockdown to write and record new tracks. Submitted

know if I’m going to have a 
job after this.’ And every-
one during that time was 
pretty confused, and just 
rolling with the punches 
as this virus was spreading 
like crazy.”

Seeing these societal 
changes and differences 
lead to a “point of frus-
tration” for Burkhart, 
which he put to pen and 
voiced over the accompa-
nying guitar chords in his 
Toronto home under the 
title Slow Burn. 

The six-song release 
is Burkhart’s debut solo 
album, which consists of 
raw barebone tracks. He 
hopes the new release will 
place him alongside other 
contemporary Canadian 
alt-country hard-hitters 
such as Saskatchewan’s 
Colter Wall, Welland’s 
Daniel Romano or Toron-
to’s Orville Peck. 

His two-week period of 
being locked away proved 
to be the kicker Burkhart 
needed to release some 
new material. “This 
was the first time that I 
actually sat down with the 
intention of writing songs, 
just for me to play with an 
acoustic guitar, which is 
exciting and it’s also kind 
of terrifying, because it’s 
just you and an acoustic. 
It’s super raw, but I think, 
all roads were sort of lead-
ing to this point.”

Although he’s been able 
to host just one concert 
this year – a virtual one 
celebrating the EP release 

other acts throughout the 
519 zone, Burkhart says 
memories like playing 
bills opening for three 
hardcore bands at the 
Schwaben Club will always 
stand out, even if the 
band stuck out like a sore 
thumb. 

From his personal 

– Burkhart has been work-
ing alongside his fellow 
employees at Blood Broth-
ers Brewing in Toronto to 
add more dynamics to his 
solo tracks and put on a 
show displaying the tracks 
in a new atmosphere. “I’m 
really excited. I think it 
adds a whole wide array 

of dynamics and different 
elements to the songs.”

Burkhart’s roots haven’t 
always been in the country 
realm; he played in the 
popular funk/reggae act 
Mowgali while attending 
high school at Rockway 
Mennonite Collegiate. Of 
his experience playing in 

experience through the 
pandemic, Burkhart issues 
the following message: 
“In a world that’s set up to 
divide us, if we all turn to 
music, and we all turn to 
each other, we’ll be OK.” 

More information and 
the EP can be found at 
www.matthewburkhart.ca. 
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Business Waterloo Region plans to use nearly $8.2 
million in federal funding to create new 
affordable housing for vulnerable popula-
tions. The region will enter into an agreement 
with the Canadian Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation under the Rapid Housing Initia-
tive, council decided last week. 

It won’t be in service until next winter, but 
Woolwich has already earmarked $298,000 
for a new snowplow/sander truck. Meeting 
this week, councillors confirmed the award 
of a tender from TEAM Truck Centres to 
supply the vehicle. Upon receipt, the town-
ship will sell at auction a 2008 International 
tandem plow truck.

Regional housing plan Woolwich plows ahead

20+ years in business

JULIANE SHANTZ
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

“Our reputation”
is your

“guarantee”

www.earandhearingclinic.com
519-669-4425

69 Arthur St. S. Elmira ON

PARADISE
There’s nothing like the sound of 

PARADISE

TRY IT NOW
BOOK YOUR FREE DEMONSTRATION TODAY 100 Union St. Elmira  519-669-0524  www.woolwichrentals.ca

There’s a tool for that.

OPEN 
MON. TO FRI. 
7:30AM - 5PM

Elmeda Weber's Kitchen Kuttings location in Elmira is one of the stops on the Great Taste of Ontario route. Sean Heeger

Get a passport to culinary experiences

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

RESTAURANTS HAVING 
BEEN AMONG THOSE 
businesses hit hardest by 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
there have been a number 
of initiatives to promote 
local dining. The latest of 
those is a provincial effort, 
the Great Taste of Ontario, 
that sees 15 restaurants in 
the region taking part.

The program is the work 
of the Culinary Tourism 
Alliance, which encour-
ages people to get out and 

explore local food options. 
While the passport system 
is province-wide, the 
pandemic means the focus 
is hyper-local just now, as 
people are less likely to be 
travelling far from home.

The Culinary Tourism 
Alliance has been working 
with all kinds of food-re-
lated businesses and local 
tourism boards to promote 
food and drink establish-
ments in a way that gets 
people out while adhering 
to public health measures.

Local tourism organi-
zation Explore Waterloo 

Region is taking part in 
the promotion, with CEO 
Minto Schneider saying 
she is excited to see the 
program and its focus on 
bringing residents into 
the many participating 
restaurants. 

“What we are doing 
is focusing on trying 
to encourage people to 
get out and enjoy that 
culinary bounty that 
is in Waterloo Region. 
Eventually, of course, we 
are hoping to encourage 
people from outside the 
region to come to Waterloo 

Ontario’s Agriculture 
In The Classroom 

program, called AgScape, 
delivered more than 600 
lessons about agriculture 
and food to nearly 15,000 
students in the province 
in 2019. 

That’s a whopping three 
times as many as 2018. 
And it certainly helps give 
more students factual, 
science-based insight 
into where their food 
comes from and how the 
multi-billion-dollar indus-
try here works.

“Teachers are hearing 
about us and asking for 
our services,” new execu-
tive director Taylor Selig 
said in an interview earlier 
this week. 

But surprisingly, 
requests for 200 more 
lessons went unfulfilled 
because this non-profit 
charity didn’t have the 
resources to deliver them.

And even though a 
significant number of 
students benefitted 
from the connection 
their teachers made with 
AgScape, the program 
is still just skimming 
their surface, when you 
consider there are about 
two million students in 
total the province. 

To me, it’s incredible 
that in a province where 
agriculture is such a vital 
industry, and where 
misunderstandings about 
agricultural production 
are running rampant, such 
a shortfall would exist.  

But Selig says that 

scenario may be poised 
for change. AgScape 
has made the move to 
virtual education this 
school year, meaning its 
teacher ambassadors will 
no longer have to physi-
cally place themselves in 
classrooms. Travel can be 
a limiting factor for the 
teacher ambassadors.

As well, AgScape is 
hiring as many as 10 new 
teacher ambassadors to 
deliver online lessons.

Combined, these 
measures should help 
AgScape do its vital work.

“We’re excited about 
the momentum we’re 
gaining,” says Selig. “Here 
at AgScape we think 
that 2020, especially 
the stresses and worries 
about our food supply 
chains during the onset 
of the pandemic, have 
demonstrated the need 
for a public that is well 
educated about our food 
system.”

That’s for sure. Every 
season it seems like we 
write columns or stories 
that say there’s never been 
a more important time 
for the agriculture and 
food sector to tell its story. 
But the reasoning behind 
those previous impera-
tives seem shallow and 
hollow now, compared to 
the confusion that erupted 

Ag in the classroom 
goes virtual

→ CONTINUED WORDS 00

Great Taste of Ontario to give a boost to the beleaguered restaurant sector

Region to enjoy it as well, 
but we have to start hyper 
locally because the travel 
restrictions are concern-
ing right now with the 
COVID numbers going up. 
So, initially maybe it’s a 
good thing at testing it out 
on a local market,” said 
Schneider. 

Running until Decem-
ber 2021, the program will 
allow people to pick where 
they want to travel and 
download the correspond-
ing passport for that area. 
Each passport will give 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

→ROBERTS 14 →TASTE OF ONTARIO 14
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 “WE APPRECIATE YOU.”

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS EXTENDS A SINCERE 

Thank You 
TO THE AMAZING STAFF FOR THEIR 
DEDICATION, CARE, AND LOYALTY. 

Kraal, Jeanette

STAFF OF ELMIRA DISTRICT COMMUNITY LIVING : 

       “FOR ALL THE LIVES YOU TOUCH, WE THANK YOU VERY MUCH.”

Budicky-McCandless, 
Bernadette

Larramore, Terilynn
Ortlieb, Cheryl

Berry, Mary Jane

Small, Melissa
Babor, Rachel

Burattini, Andre

Hahn, Phoenix
Berwick, Kari
Hiltz, Donna

DeCosta, Michelle
Schell, Ashley
Walter Trisha

King, Shaun
Peter, Erica

Wiens, Jennine

Allen, Trudy
Angle, Patricia
Ashraf, Jamal
Babor, Rachel
Baby, James
Bearinger, Marjorie
Bechard, Gregory
Bechard, Susan
Berry, Mary Jane
Berwick, Kari
Bhaskaran, Sreejith
Black, Christine
Boht, Donna
Borutski, Carly
Bowman, Jessica
Bowman, Karen
Bradley, Kristen
Briggs, Cindy
Brush, Megan
Budicky-McCandless, 
Bernadette

Bui, Kristen
Burattini, Andre
Cadeau, Heather
Cadeau, Sarah
Carter, Dave
Chandler, Emily
Clarke, Christine
Clarke, Josh
Cober, Gloria
Cook, Avery
Courtens, Katerina
Cowan, Brittany
Cripps, Courtney
Curry, Geoffrey
Dally, Debra 
Dally, Yelenne
DeCosta, Michelle
Detweiler, Kim
Detweiler, Natasha
Dougay, Lisa
Dowdall, Sheri

Elliott, Kelly
Ellis, Louise
Evans, Sandy
Feiler, Holly
Firus, Sharnette
Forsythe, Sandy
Fulcher, Donna
Gallagher, Mike
Gingrich, Dorothy
Glascott, Emily
Goncalves, Joan
Guerrero, Angela
Gutz, Melissa
Hachey, Meaghan
Hahn, Phoenix
Halter, Matthew
Hamilton, Lydia
Hanes, Christina
Hanna, Rodger
Hansma, Megan
Hebbourn, Kristine

Heffron, Claire
Henderson, Nicole
Hiltz, Donna
Hockley, Lola
Hoyt, Julia
Illes, Suzanne
Ingram-Smith, 
Michelle
Ireland, Melissa
Irvine, Samantha
Jansen, Madison
John, Sherlin
Johnstone, Robert
Jones, Katie
Kepkiewicz, John
King, Shaun
Koelewijn, Samantha
Kraal, Jeanette
Kuschmierz, Rachel
Kyte, Kara
Lapygina, Alla

Larramore, Terilynn
Lee, Julia
Lehman, Susan
Lewis, Jason
Lichti, Nancy
Liese, Madison
Logan, Laura
Lopez, Alexis
Martin Jansen, Julie
Martin, Lindsey
Martin, Randy
Martin, Salema
Martin, Sara
Martin, Sheryl 
Martin, Sophia
Martin, Tyler
McDonnell, Karole
McDougall, Brenda
McLaughlin, Brant
Meade, Samantha
Miller, Alice

Minielly, Chris
Morelli, Deborah
Morlock, Mark
Neufeld, Elora
O'Connell, Cynthia
O'Connell, Mackenzie
Olson, Joanne
Onyeka, Joyce
Ortlieb, Cheryl
Palmer, Ashley
Peter, Erica
Peterson, Cheryl
Pomerleau, Marjorie
Reid, Eric
Reid, Geraldine
Reitzel, Lisa
Rogers, Anne
Rubba, Ali
Rubba, Dee
Schaafsma, Tami
Schedler, Matt

Schell, Ashley
Schmidt, Samantha
Schmidt, Stephanie
Schweitzer, Rebecca
Sinclair, David
Slade, Heather
Small, Melissa
Smith, Cheryl
Smith, Ethan
Smith, Lianne
Spurgeon, Barb
Strain, Erin
Subject, Jeff
Sullivan, Suzanne
Taylor, Kaitlyn
Taylor, Rachel
Thomson, Laurie
van der Jagt, Joseph
Vandenberk, Wendy
Wade, Brenda
Walls, Kirsten

Walter Trisha
Wassing, Jillian
Watt, Charlotte
Weber, Cecilia
Weber, Cherylanne
Wells, Micaela
Wendel, Marion
Wiens, Jennine
Wild, Tatum
Williams, Lisa
Wilson, Ashley
Wilson, Christo
Winslade, Rachel
Wong, Rachel
Wu, Mandy
Yurchenko, Alina

Requires

Part Time 
Personal  
Support Workers

Regularly scheduled shifts,  
paid on-call rotation

• Team approach to resident care 

• Low resident to staff ratio 

• State of the art equipment 
 including ceiling lifts

• Competitive pay including  
 shift premiums
• Free parking 
• Annual uniform allowance

• Monthly staff education programme 
• Annual tuition reimbursement   
 programme
• Staff appreciation events 

Visit our website at: www.wellington.ca

The Nursing Team at Wellington Terrace has opportunities for Part Time Personal Support Workers.  
The Personal Support Worker assists residents with activities of daily living, including personal care, 
using the principles of resident focused care. 
The minimum qualifications for this position include:

• Personal Support Worker Certificate from a Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care approved  
programme or equivalent. 

• Police Vulnerable Sector Check required upon hire.

This position offers an hourly range of: $24.94 – $29.17 (2020 Non-Union Compensation Grid).

Applicants are invited to submit a resume, clearly marked Posting #901-20.

ATTENTION: HR DEPARTMENT, Wellington Terrace Long Term Care Home, 474 Charles Allan Way, Fergus ON N1M 0A1.  
E careersterrace@wellington.ca or F: 519.846.9192. Please respond by one method of application only.  No phone calls please. 
Personal information in relation to the recruitment and hiring process is collected under the authority outlined in the Municipal 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

The County is an equal opportunity employer. Accommodation for disabilities is available for all parts of the recruitment process. 
Applicants must make their needs known in advance

THE CORPORATION OF THE COUNTY OF WELLINGTON

Wellington Terrace Long Term Care Home

OM Official Mark of  The Corporation of the County of Wellington

Alternate Formats Available Upon Request.

JOIN OUR TEAM Together our team is committed to providing compassionate 
care, honouring the unique needs of each resident.
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FEATURING CONSIGNMENTS BY: Premier Equipment, Premier Rentals, Hub International 
Equipment, Podolinksy Farm Equipment, Hutchinson Farm Supply, Vande Goor Ag Services, 
GJ’s Harvest Centre, Mattson Bakker Farms of Embro, plus over 100 Farmer consignments.

For more information, visit: www.sunrise-equipment.com

LOCATION:
Sunrise Equipment Auctions

593249 Cty Rd 13, Norwich
519-424-1562

Featuring an outstanding line up 
of agricultural and construction

 pieces from local dealers
 and farmers consignments.

HOSTED
BY:

NO RESERVE

250+
ITEMS TO BE SOLD

TRACTORS,CONSTRUCTION,

PLANTING, HAY, LAWN,

SNOW REMOVAL AND

SUPPORT EQUIPMENT

AND MORE

ANNUAL 
UNRESERVED

FARM & INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT

LIVE ONLINE
AUCTION

LIVE ONLINE AUCTION:
MONDAY NOVEMBER 23
BIDDING STARTING AT 9:30AM

TIMED ONLINE AUCTION:
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 24

ITEMS START CLOSING 
AT 10:00 AM UNTIL SOLD

this year around food 
security.

Selig, a native of North 
Dumfries township, gets 
it. In a former role with 
an organization called 
Free The Children, he 
witnessed food security 
challenges first hand, 
when leading youth trips 
to India and Kenya. 

Food security is an issue 
here, too – not on the same 
level as Selig’s experienced 
abroad, but definitely in 
a way that’s never been 
experienced here before.  

So with noble inten-
tions, AgScape is gearing 
up to increase its reach 
and spread the word… not 
only to clear up miscon-
ceptions, but also to 
promote career opportuni-
ties in agriculture. 

Jobs chronically go 
unfulfilled in the sector. 
Few teachers understand 
it, so why would they steer 
their students to it? The 
same goes for parents, 
most of whom aren’t 

positioned to get their kids 
excited about jobs in food 
production or process-
ing, because they don’t 
understand it themselves, 
or still subscribe to myths 
that the sector is outdated 
and technologically back-
wards. That’s yet another 
reason why classroom 
education is imperative.

AgScape also began 
its 2020 fundraising 
campaign this week to 
further its classroom 
work. Selig says they’ll 
consider themselves 
successful when they can 
meet demand and their 
program is sustainable. 

To do that that’ll they’ll 
need a lot more support. 
Ontario’s program exists 
on a fraction of the 
per-student commitment 
as other provinces.

“We have a dynamic and 
tech-forward industry that 
embraces sustainability,” 
says Selig.” Adults will 
never know the truth of 
agriculture if we don’t 
connect with students.”

→FROM 12

ROBERTS: AgScape looks to expand 
its reach in promoting sector online

people access to exclusive 
offers at participating 
restaurants. Checking in 
to restaurants on the pass-
port will also give points 
that can be redeemed 
for prizes or use them to 
donate to organizations 
such as Second Harvest or 
FoodShare. 

Schneider says they 
hope to incentivize people 
to go to these restaurants 
– especially over the 
winter months – as they 
will need a lot of support 
as the pandemic situation 
continues.

“I think the most 
important thing is to 
support local. We’ve got 
fantastic restaurant and 
food service businesses in 
our region and in [Wool-
wich] Township. And if we 
want them to continue to 
operate, we need to make 
sure that we’re supporting 
them, especially when 
we don’t have people 
from outside the region 

feeling free to travel. 
We’re heading into winter 
months when restaurants 
are going to need a lot of 
support, so we’re going 
to do whatever we can to 
try and encourage people 
to get out and either have 
delivery or takeout or eat 
in the restaurant through 
the winter,” added Schnei-
der. 

In addition to this 
program, Schneider 
says Explore Waterloo 
Region is also planning 
on launching its own 
passport-related event 
which will put a focus 
on attractions as well as 
restaurants to encour-
age people to do more in 
Waterloo Region than just 
grabbing a meal. Details 
of that program are still 
being worked out. 

To download the Great 
Taste of Ontario passport 
for Waterloo Region – or 
another area in the prov-
ince – go to www.ontarioc-
ulinary.com.

→FROM 12

TASTE OF ONTARIO: Focus will be 
on local food in light of the pandemic

Local food is a focus at Kitchen Kuttings. Sean Heeger
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

 
 

 

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a manufacturer of 
high quality kitchen cabinetry in Drayton. 

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales & Design

team. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, and 

preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. If you enjoy working in a 
strong team environment and want the 

opportunity to grow along with the company,
then please submit your resumé to: 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 
519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest.

Join a young, dynamic team that 
keeps growing! Woodland Horizon Ltd 
designs, manufacturers, finishes and 
installs high quality custom cabinetry 
and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of 

Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team 

members and respect for our customers.

We are looking to add a motivated 
and professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales and Design Team

The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, 

and preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. In this position you will be 

meeting with clients and working with 
them to design their dream Kitchen.

Required skills

• Respectful
• Customer Service Focused
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• Ability to read blueprints
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working experience 

will be an asset

Experience:
• Kitchen Design: 1 year (Preferred)
• Sales: 1 year (Preferred)

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please 

send your resume to 
laverne@woodlandhorizon.com

or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Hiring Licensed 310T Truck
& Coach Technicians

Must have 5+ years of mechanical 
experience, a positive attitude and a 

desire to continuously learn. 
Rotating days/afternoon shift. 

Please call 519-885-9166
and ask to speak to Kyle, or email us at 

kyle@apextruckandtrailer.ca

Sat. Nov. 21, @ 10:00 am
LOCATION: 5461, Hwy 86, 1 km N. of Guelph Auto Mall
PREVIEW: Friday, Nov. 20, 1-4 pm and sale day 9 am
COVID-19 NOTES: Please FOLLOW COVID-19 
PROTOCOL, PHYSICAL DISTANCING AND MASK OR 
FACE COVERING ARE REQUIRED.  Hand Sani�zer will 
be provided.  If you have been experiencing cold or 
flu likesymptoms or been out of Canada the last 14 
days, we please ask you DO NOT a�end in person. 
Please call to leave a bid.

FURNITURE: 15 CU FT 2 DR FF Fridge//3 section 
antique Stacking Bookcase//MAH Drop Front 
Secretariat Desk//Samsung 50” TV c/w 3 Tier Glass 
Stand// Variety of Solid Maple Desks and 
Dressers//Solid Oak Pedestal Table 42” c/w 2 leaves 
and 6 Windsor Back Chairs//Black Leather Couch, 2 
Chairs & Ottoman//Power Chaise lounge Chair//6 
pc Solid Cherry Bed Room Suite included poster 
bed, dresser, triple dresser mirror,2 nite stands and 
chest(Malcolm)//2 Bamboo Swivel Chairs//Patio 
Bistro Sets//Storage cupboards// Solid Pine Hutch 
c/w glass doors on top(60”)// Filter Queen Vacuum 
c/w all attachments//Lots of unusual & collect-
ables, old Trunks, cream cans, Maple queen bed, 
chairs, tables//Lane Cedar Chest// Singer Sewing 
Machine//Antique Directors Chair//White Area 
Rugs1-7’10”W x 10’L, 2-9’x 12’// Sunbeam Bread 
Maker(like new)// Set of 8 Noritake dishes// Bose 
Surround Sound System // Old Extension 
Table,38”W closed,20” Extends to 60”// Lots 
not mentioned.
Tools & Misc.: Invacare Electric Mobility Scooter 
Chair c/w new extra Seat & Tires (STORMTDX-
5)//Hunt E Bike Pedal Assist//Bissel Rug Shampoo-
ers & Cleaners//Mastercraft 9” Bandsaw//Daco 
Crossbow Gun//Milwaukee Sawzall//Poulan 14” 
Gas Chainsaw// Wildlife cages//Exercise 
Equipment//Bosch 10” Slide compound mitre 
saw//Workmate//Propane Heater//Karcher 
Pressure Washer//Hand tools // JD Toy Tractor 
Collector Series 1960 (3010)//Collection of Hockey 
Cards, Stamps & Coins.
Trailer: New Rebuild Tandem Axle Flat Deck Trailer 
c/w Tie Down Rings, Deck Size 5’10” W x 16’6” L
Terms: 10% buyer’s premium. Cash and/or Debit. 
Cheque with proper ID. Any announcements day of 
sale take precedence over ads. Auctioneer, Auction 
company or proprietors not responsible for 
accidents, injury, damage or loss of property on 
sale day.

Kurtz Auctions Inc.
ESTATE AUCTION SALE

Kurtz Auctions Inc. / Auctioneer: 
Brian S Kurtz (519)836-0342  |  Email: kurtzauctionsinc@gmail.com 

See www.kurtzauctionsinc.ca and https://facebook.com/
brian.kurtz3950 for photos and update on new items.  

ONLINE TOOL AND VINTAGE ONLINE TOOL AND VINTAGE 
TOOL TIMED AUCTIONTOOL TIMED AUCTION  

Starts Nov. 10th, closes Nov. 17th

www.mrjutzi.ca   519-648-2111

M.R. Jutzi & Co.
5100 Fountain Street N., Breslau

ONLINE VEHICLE AUCTIONONLINE VEHICLE AUCTION  
Saturday, Nov. 14th at 9:30 a.m. 
Go to: mrjutzi.hibid.com/auctions

ONLINE AUCTION 
For Noah and Doris Metzger of 

Elmira with additions:
CLOSING MON NOV 16 AT 6 PM

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: primitives; antiques; 
household; miscellaneous items; tools; 
collectibles and more. 
VIEWING AT JANTZI AUCTIONS ONLINE 
SHOP: 1228 Settlement Rd Wellesley. 
Fri Nov. 13th 9-4 and Mon Nov.16th 9-4.

For more info:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Auction

Auction

Auction

Metal/Fibreglass Sander
Job involves sanding and �nishing parts by 
hand and with power tools in preparation 
for painting. Ef�ciency and attention to 

detail are two key requirements. Experience 
is preferred, but not essential.

Now Hiring for a
Full-time Dayshift Position 

Email your resume with 
employment references to:

brian@elmirastoveworks.com 
or drop it off in person at 
285 Union Street, Elmira 

Attn: Brian  

We are accepting applications for a 

Help Wanted

Licensed Plumber
Seeking a reliable Licensed Plumber who 
provides excellent quality of work and 
customer service. 
We offer competitive pay, benefits, variety, 
and a fast-paced, enjoyable workplace. 
Email your resume to:
lindsey@dietrichplumbing.ca.

For full job posting and 
company information visit:

dietrichplumbing.ca 

Help Wanted

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
	 519-669-5790	ext	104	 
 drudy@woolwichobserver.com

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Sell it in the Observer
 ♥ Cleaning Windows 

Using an old newspaper to clean 
windows works better than a cloth for 
preventing streaks. For even better 
results, use a vinegar-and-water 
solution instead of a chemical cleaner.

For Sale
DECOR-REST SOFA 
BED, FAIRLY NEW. 
$500. Maple fire-
place	 unit.	 $400.	 
519-206-0221.

EMU OIL PRODUCTS. 
100% PURE NATURAL 
oil for skin care. Emu 
Pain Rub, Soap, Face 
Creams available. 
519-885-0329.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing,	519-574-4141	or	
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141	 or	
519-669-2045.

Pets
FARM DOG FOR SALE. 
G O O D - N AT U R E D, 
friendly farm dog, 
quite, playful, good 
with children, medium 
size, 2 years old. Call 
519-998-0333.

Wanted
GOOD SIZED, SOUND, 
DODDY DACHVEGLY 
horse.	519-669-0359,	
cell	 519-589-8174.	
WM. Bauman.

O M E G A  R O L E X , 
BRETLING PATEK, ALL 
gold, broken chains, 
rings, coins, gold & 
silver. Paying high-
est prices. Call Terry 
at	519-242-6900	or	
gallamore@golden.net 
Have mask will travel. 
40	years	experience,	
fair, honest.

WANTED - ROYAL 
ALBERT COTTAGE 
Garden cups and 
saucers. Also Rose 
Garden china. Call 
519-664-3980.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35	 years	 experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539	or	email	
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Winter Ready 
Car Checklist

 � Snow tires
 � Make sure 

your battery is 
in good shape

 � Temperature 
appropriate 
windshield 
washer fluid 

 � Anitfreeze
 � Winter car 

safety kit
 � Snow brush
 � Winter wind-

shield wipers
 � Rubber floor 

mats  
 

Winter Car 
Safety Kit 

 � Blanket
 � Hat
 � Mitts
 � Jacket
 � Reflective 

Pylons/ Road-
side triangles

 � Jumper 
cables  – Or car 
jump starter

 � Shovel 
 � Flashlight 
 � First Aid Kit
 � Hand warmers 
 � Snow brush 
 � Snow scraper 
 � Tow Rope 
 � Antifreeze
 � Windshield 

washer fluid
 � Water bottles
 � Granola bars
 � Seatbelt cutter
 � Whistle
 � Flares 
 � Sand
 � Backup wind-

shield wipers 

100% Local
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 ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting We support our

Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting
• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation
• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete
• Demolition
• Bin Service
• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES    ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

& LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

Property MaintenanceProperty Maintenance
St. JacobsSt. Jacobs

Residential 
Driveway 
Blowing 
- Elmira Only

Commercial Snow 
Removal & De-icing

www.stjacobspropertymaintenance.ca
Tel: 519-503-5296



C L A S S I F I E D S  |  17   Thursday, November 12, 2020 | THE OBSERVER

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. For health 
information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

Township Office – Open for select services
Please use online or phone where possible or book appointments with staff in advance. 

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Aquatics – The pool is open for aquafit, lane, family swim and swim lessons – preregistration is required. 
Visit: Woolwich.ca/swim

Check Before you Rec – As part of a Regional Approach to safe Facility Usage, we encourage you to Check 
before you Rec, to review our facility guidelines, visit: Woolwich.ca/RecCheck 

Fitness  – Visit: Woolwich.ca/fitness 

Walking Track   – The WMC Walking Track is opening November 2nd for limited, pre-registered use. Visit: 
Woolwich.ca/track

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage  – Visit: Woolwich.ca/StayActive 

Local Business Resources  – call 519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. Children under five 
and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be kind to those unable to 
wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
As of November 7, at 12:01 a.m., Waterloo Region has been moved to Yellow–Protect under the Provincial 
Keeping Ontario Safe & Open Framework.  To help slow the spread of COVID-19 we ask that citizens limit 
close (unprotected) contact to your immediate household members and practice physical distancing with 
everyone else, to help slow the spread of COVID-19.  Let’s continue to protect each other. For more info visit: 
Regionofwaterloo.ca/COVID19 or call 519-575-4400.

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL MEETING
REGARDING ZONE CHANGE APPLICATION 10/2020
GENERAL AMENDMENT - TEMPORARY USE ZONING

APPROVAL FOR RESTAURANT PATIOS
Tuesday, December 1, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offices will not be permitted.  
Below is information on how you can submit comments, view or participate in the meeting.

Take Notice that the Township of Woolwich will hold a meeting to consider a general amendment to Zoning By-law 55-
86, as amended, to pass a Temporary Use By-law under Section 39 of the Planning Act and in accordance with Ontario 
Regulation 345/20 to permit restaurant patios for a maximum of three years.

In July of this year the Province issued Ontario Regulation 345/20 giving municipalities authority to pass Temporary Use 
By-laws, under Section 39 of the Planning Act, to permit restaurant patios, without undertaking the full public zoning 
process outlined in the Planning Act.

Under these provisions the Township of Woolwich has prepared a recommendation report for discussion that will be 
presented on December 1st.  Following discussion on December 1st a Temporary Use By-law is proposed to proceed to 
Council for ratification at the virtual Council meeting to be held on Tuesday, December 15th at 7 pm.

The proposed temporary use Zoning By-law will allow restaurants, or places where the dispensing of refreshments has 
been permitted, to have patios and patio enclosures in any yard, including the front yard, and reduce parking requirements 
for a maximum of three years.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the meeting as follows:

• view the Committee of the Whole meeting livestream on the Woolwich Township Youtube channel at the 
following link  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ  OR

• participate in the meeting by REGISTERING with the Clerk’s department on or before 4:30 pm on 
Thursday November 26th, 2020.  To register please:

•  email asmyth@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6004; or

• visit www.woolwich.ca/delegations for more information on speaking before Council and to register 
through the online delegation request form.

• When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email and the application number you 
would like to comment on.  Once you are registered the Deputy Clerk will forward information on how to 
connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).

If you are concerned that you do not have access to phone or internet or are otherwise concerned about the reliability of 
your signal please ensure that you submit written comments, see instructions below.  Written comments do not negate 
your opportunity to also speak at the meeting but do ensure your voice is heard should your electronic connection to the 
meeting not work.

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and have the option to comment 
on a particular application, please register with the Clerk’s department (see above information).  You will not be required 
to speak if you do not want to.

NOTIFICATION
If you cannot participate in the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments about the proposed changes in writing 
to the Township of Woolwich.  Any comments received on or before November 24th, 2020 (Note that this date is before the 
meeting) will be included in a report prepared by Development Services and presented at the meeting.

The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the authority of the Planning Act and 
may form part of the public record which may be released to the public.  This information is collected and maintained 
for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public at the Committee of the Whole and Council 
meetings.  Please note that while the Committee of the Whole and Council may redact some personal information such as 
email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.  Questions about 
this collection should be directed to the Records and Freedom of Information Officer at 519-669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 
ext. 6005.

Questions or written submissions may be directed to:
Jeremy Vink, Manager of Planning
Email – jvink@woolwich.ca 
Phone – 519-669-6038

1-877-969-0094 ext. 6038

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 12th day of November 2020.

ONLINE PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE
COLLEGE, BAUMAN AND UNION STREET

RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT
The Township of Woolwich has hired GHD Limited to design the 
reconstruction of:

• Union Street from Erb Street to Oriole Parkway East;

• College Street from Duke Street to its eastern limit, and

• Bauman Street from Duke Street to its eastern limit. 

This reconstruction includes replacement of existing underground 
storm, sanitary sewers, and watermain, and installation of curbs, 
gutters, and sidewalks along both sides of all three streets. In 
addition, new water and sanitary infrastructure will be installed to 
accommodate future development in this area.

Construction of Union Street is scheduled for 2021, while 
construction of College Street and Bauman Street is scheduled for 2022 pending Council approval.

You are invited to an Online Public Information Centre (PIC) 

Ryan Tucker
Engineering Project Manager
Township of Woolwich
E-mail: rtucker@woolwich.ca
Phone: 519-669-1647 ext. 6048

Dwayne Hofstetter, C.E.T.
Consultant Project Manager
GHD Limited
E-mail: Dwayne.Hofstetter@ghd.com
Phone:  519-340-4206

Attention Woolwich Township Residents
Prepare Now for Overnight Parking Ban

December 1 – March 31 Annually
The Township of Woolwich implements an annual overnight parking ban during the winter months 
to support snow clearing operations.  The Township’s parking ban runs December 1 to March 31 
annually.  This means no vehicles may be parked on a street maintained by the Township of Woolwich 
between 4:00 am to 9:00 am from December to the end of March.  Any vehicle found parked on-
street during the overnight parking ban may be subject to a parking ticket.  The overnight parking 
ban applies to all Township-maintained roads in all weather conditions including clear weather.  

There is no overnight parking on roads maintained by the Region of Waterloo any time of the year 
between 2:30 am and 6:00 a.m.

Please call Enforcement Services at 519-669-6009 if you have any questions.

To view on the proposed reconstruction design and to provide your feedback please visit the Online PIC, 
available from November 16 to 27, 2020 at www.WoolwichReconstruction.ca.

If you need assistance with the Online PIC or require an alternative format of the materials presented, please 
contact a member of the Project Team below:
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3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

RARE OPPORTUNITY TO OWN ONE ACRE OF 
PROPERTY, WITH 212 FEET OF WATERFONT, ON THE 
GRAND RIVER! Enjoy this well treed lot, including apricot 
and pear trees with picturesque views down the river. 
This home offers a large open living area with main floor 
laundry and 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. The basement 
includes a workshop and rec room with wood stove and a 
walkout to the back yard and veggie garden. The lower 
basement offers additional space that could be finished 
or used for extra storage. The orientation and slope of the 
roof were designed for the installation of solar panels. 
Close to the historic Kissing Bridge and Trail - 45kms of 
recreational trails through Southern Ontario. No more 
than 15 minutes from Guelph or Waterloo. A renovator 
and innovator's dream. Imagine the possibilities! This is a 
rare find. Call today to arrange your private showing.$699,900$699,900

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E 

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

Great opportunity for 1st time buyer 
or investor. Updated 2 bdrm condo – 
ready for immediate possession. Qui-
et side of building with balcony over-
looking treed yard. Updated kitchen 
w/granite counter tops. Appliances 
incl. In-suite laundry. Window A/C 
incl. Close to shopping, groceries, 
expressway & schools. Mthly condo 
fees $355.09. New MLS $319,900.00

NEW LISTING | 307-275 Eiwo Court, Waterloo

Serving the community for 29 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

FREE Market Evaluation
$392,500 ELMIRA BUNGALOW located in a 
quiet well established neighbourhood, great for first time 
buyers or retirees, offers two bedrooms, eat-in kitchen, 
living room, 4 piece bathroom and laundry room. The lot is 
53' x 122' and offers lots of room for a garden and some 
nice landscaping. There is a newer storage shed and a 
heated and insulated hobby/craft building for your 
enjoyment. The second driveway offers room to park a 
motor home or a fifth wheel trailer. MLS. Call Bert to view.

NEW
LISTING!

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

Tina Reed with some of the items being collected for WCS' Christmas Goodwill Program. Damon MacLean

WCS launches its Christmas Goodwill Program
Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

‘TIS THE SEASON OF 
GIVING, with the Wool-
wich Christmas Goodwill 
Program an annual part 
of the holiday spirit in the 
townships since the agency 
opened its doors in 1974. 
This year’s version will be 
different, but WCS is still 
looking for support from 
the community.

The hamper program 
plays a key role in ensuring 
all residents get to enjoy 
some Christmas cheer.

“The Christmas goodwill 
program is for low-income 
families from Woolwich 
Township and the northern 
part of Wellesley. We offer 
clothing, toys, a turkey or 
ham and grocery gift card. 

And in previous years, we 
would offer nonperish-
able foods, but due to the 
pandemic, we’ve changed 
that process. And now 
we’re going to offer more 
on their gift card at the 
grocery store,” explained 
Tina Reed, community 
support coordinator.  

The decision to switch 
gears from nonperishable 
food items towards addi-
tional funds on grocery 
store gift cards was made 
to reduce close contact 
and follow public health 
measures in protecting 
staff, volunteers and 
community members, she 
added.

The Kiwanis Club would 
typically do a commu-
nity-wide food drive in 
November, but that was 

deemed problematic this 
year.

“The amount of volun-
teers to pull off that day, 
then for us to sort it for our 
hamper—we stopped that 
just to keep our commu-
nity safe. We would try to 
tweak our programs so that 
we wouldn’t have volun-
teers that would be too 
close to each other,” said 
Reed of this year’s changes.

Reed estimates that 
every year approximately 
160 families within the 
community are supported 
by the program, but WCS 
is uncertain what the 
numbers will look like this 
year given that so many 
people have been out of 
work or suffered economic 
hardships due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

“It’s always hard to tell. 
We just opened up for 
people to register. We do 
have new families coming 
in,” she said.

The agency encourages 
those who are struggling 
to reach out to the team at 
WCS., “We do want people 
to know that we have 
enough for everybody that 
comes through our doors. 
We make sure that there’s 
enough and no one gets 
turned away.”

Along with food items, 
the program is also looking 
for new clothing and toys 
to help fill the hampers. 
There is also another facet 
of the program known as 
the ‘wish trees’. At local 
hardware stores in Elmira, 
Linwood and St. Jacobs, 
they can take a star off the 

tree and buy a toy. New to 
this year’s event is a ‘Wish 
tree’ aimed at adults at 
Canadian Tire.

WCS has been trying to 
expand the gifts-for-adults 
part of the program.

“Home Hardware stores 
have been involved for 
quite a while,” she said. 
“We made contact this year 
with Canadian Tire and 
asked if they would want to 
come on board. And they 
said yes.”

Those supporting  the 
program also have the 
option of sponsoring a 
family. Participants will 
be given a list of family 
members, which includes 
their clothing sizes and 
ages, without names to 
ensure information is kept 
confidential. Reed suggests 

that if people are interested 
in sponsoring a family 
and are thinking of buying 
items online, they allow 
time for shipping.

The hamper program has 
already seen some commu-
nity support from the like 
of the Elmira Lions Club, 
which ran a bottle drive 
to raise some $2,200. Club 
member Bert Martin said 
the group is thankful for 
the support of the commu-
nity, as well as for programs 
like the goodwill hampers.

“We’d like our commu-
nity to know that we’re here 
them. We want to make 
this Christmas great for 
everyone, with the help of 
our community, getting the 
donations and then with 
people coming in to get the 
hampers,” said Reed.
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 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Bowman, George M. 
George went to be with his Lord on 
November 6, 2020, passing away 
peacefully at Caressant Care Nursing 
Home, Listowel, a month shy of his 
90th birthday. He is survived by his 
wife MaryAnn of Floradale; children 
Jean Bowman of Kitchener, Kevin 
Bowman of Wawa, Harold (Jolene) 
Shoemaker of Elmira, Cecil (Lorna) 
Shoemaker of Waterloo, Glen (Verna) 
Shoemaker of Elmira, Paul (Lucy) 
Shoemaker of Montreal, Marj (Kirk) 
Pomerleau of Floradale, Joyce (Ben) 
Onyeka of Waterloo, Ken (Carol) 
Shoemaker of Wellesley, and Merle 
(Christina) Shoemaker of Kitchener. 
He also leaves behind 14 grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. Will be 
missed by brother-in-law Ivan Martin, 
and sisters-in-law Edna (Levi) Shantz, 
Matilda Martin, and Sarah Bowman. 
Predeceased by his parents Ishmael 
and Rachel (Martin) Bowman, first wife 
Eileen (Martin) Bowman, and brothers 
Sidney, Norman and Ephraim. 

Visitation was held on Monday, 
November 9, 2020 from 7-9 p.m. and 
Tuesday, November 10, 2020 from 
9-10 a.m. at Crystal View Mennonite 
Church, 2167 Floradale Road, Floradale. 
A funeral service was held at 10:30 a.m. 
on Tuesday, November 10, 2020. The 
service was livestreamed and can be 
viewed on the funeral home website.  
A private family interment at Crystal 
View Mennonite Cemetery followed the 
funeral service. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to Christian 
Aid Ministries would be appreciated. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 80th Birthday, 
Lorne Metzger!

Friends and family, help us honour this special 
occasion by sharing your best wishes and 

memories with cards, emails and phone calls. 

Grandpa, dad, husband, and friend, you are our 
rock and inspiration. We love you!

Birthday Obituary

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Birthday

BAUMAN, HAROLD 
ANTHONY JOSEPH 
- Passed away 
peaceful ly  on 
November 9, 2020 
in Maryhill, Ontario 
at the age of 85.

ROEDER, FLOYD 
WILLIAM (BUTCH) 
- It is with great 
sadness that the 
family of Floyd 
(Butch) William 
Roeder announce 
his passing on 
Sunday, Novem-
ber 8, 2020 at his 
home in Stratford. 
Butch was born 
December 9, 1948 
in Heidelberg, 
Ontario.

SCHMITT, GERALD 
LLOYD - Passed 
away peacefully 
at Grand River 
Hospital on Sunday, 
November 1, 2020, 
age 76. Local rela-
tive is his sister 
Marlene Snider of 
Elmira.

WETZEL, KATH-
ARINA (KATHI) 
- Passed away 
p e a c e f u l l y 
surrounded by 
family on Wednes-
day, November 4, 
2020 at Twin Oaks 
of Maryhill at the 
age of 87.

Death 
Notices

Happy 80th Birthday!

Love from your family xoxo

THE PARTY MIGHT BE CANCELLED BUT THE NOTICE DOESN'T NEED TO BE. 
CELEBRATE YOUR MILESTONES WITH AN AD IN THE OBSERVER!

Members of the 1st Elmira Scouts' Beavers group were at the Elmira cenotaph Monday night ahead of this week's Remembrance 
Day ceremony. Submitted
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here Emmanuel Missionary Church in Elmira will 
once again be an official drop-off centre 
for this year's Operation Christmas Child 
program. Donations will be received from 
Nov. 16 to 21 at the church, from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, and from 9 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday. Physical distancing proto-
cols will be in place.

To wrap up this summer’s Project RED, G2G 
Rail Trail Inc. will be hosting a virtual sympo-
sium using Google Meets Nov. 15 open to 
anyone who would like to learn more about 
the project. The event runs from 12-2:30 p.m. 
www.g2grailtrail.com

Operation Christmas Child Virtual trail meet-up

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Simon
Simon is one of our apprentices. He started with us 3 years ago. 
Simon enjoys spending time with his 2 girls and is excited about 
the new arrival of his 3rd baby girl. Golfing and mountain biking 
with friends are highlights for him.

Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

THERE’S MUCH LESS 
GOING ON at the arenas, 
but the Woolwich Minor 
Hockey Association 
(WMHA) is staying busy 
with the Hockey Gives 
Blood partnership with 
Canadian Blood Services.

The hockey organization 

is hosting a blood drive 
of its own on November 
24. The all-day event will 
take place at Lions Hall in 
Elmira.

WMHA registrar Donna 
Harrington says the team 
has done drives in the 
past, but this is the first 
time they will participate 
in the Hockey Gives Blood 
program.

Stu Middleton, the 
president of Hockey 
Gives Blood, created the 
program alongside former 
junior hockey teammate 
Tanner Murray. Middleton 
drew on his personal expe-
rience with tragedy as well 
as the Humboldt Broncos 
incident as the inspiration 
for the initiative.

“My dad was killed in a 

car accident travelling to 
one of my games when I 
was playing junior hockey. 
I found out about the 
accident when I was in the 
dressing room, packing 
my bags to see my team, 
and then ultimately 
learned of his death away 
from home. Out of that 
experience, I received 
tremendous support from → HOCKEY GIVES BLOOD 22

Minor Hockey plans donor clinic as part of  Hockey Gives Blood
my teammates and my 
community. But ulti-
mately, I felt no difference 
ever came from the death 
of my dad: he was hit by a 
semi-truck passing on the 
wrong side of the highway. 
He just happened to be 
in the wrong place at the 
wrong time,” Middleton 
explained. 

That incident from Jan. 

8, 2000, when he was 18 
years of age, was top of 
mind on Apr. 6, 2018 when 
a truck smashed into the 
team bus of the Humboldt 
Broncos in Saskatchewan, 
killing 16 people.

“I reflected on my own 
personal experience and 
just imagined if nothing 
ever good came from that 

Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

THE “OLD WALLED 
CEMETERY” AT St. 
Boniface Parish in Mary-
hill is the second-oldest 
in the region, and under 
the tender care of two men 
recognized for all the work 
they do tending to the 
place.

Groundskeeper Earl 
Haid looks after the site, 
while Ronald Schmuck has 
spent years restoring old 
tombstones and monu-
ments there.

Haid has been tending 
the grounds since 2009 
when, after retiring from 
his job as a truck driver, 
he was asked by Fr. Ron 
Voisin, now retired 
himself, to take on those 
duties. 

For Haid, the job comes 
with unexpected benefits. 
“I get satisfaction from the 
fresh air and the beauty of 
this place,” he said.

Haid’s wife Joan nomi-
nated the cemetery for 
a people’s choice award, 
which led to this year’s 
diamond award.  

Living in Maryhill for 
half a century, Haid knew 
many of people who 
now lay six feet below 

the tombstones he so 
diligently maintains. 
The upkeep and mainte-
nance Haid put into the 
lot allows the area to feel 
more welcoming than 
your typical cemetery. He 
recalls that near the begin-

Preserving a place of local history

→ CEMETERY 24

Earl Haid (left) at the old walled cemetery in Maryhill, which has been spruced up for Remembrance Day by Diane Strickler (third from 
left), her husband Danny and cousins Pat, Jamie and Mark. Damon MacLean

Their work at Maryhill’s old walled cemetery nets award for Earl Haid and Ron Schmuck

ning of the pandemic, a 
couple from the GTA went 
on a day trip to escape 
the chaos of isolation and 
followed the church’s stee-
ple and found themselves 
at the graveyard. They 
asked the groundskeeper 

if they could have a picnic 
in the lot since it felt like 
a park. 

The lot also has seen 
many restoration proj-
ects from members of 
the community have 
taken part in. The tasks 

can be viewed at Mount 
Forest resident Ronald 
Schmuck's website, which 
has been documenting 
the project’s process since 
it started in 2018 at www.
st-boniface-owc.weebly.
com.

Schmuck’s relation-
ship with the cemetery 
dates back decades. “Our 
families came [the area] 
actually in 1854-5.  Bern-
hardt Schmuck had 13 
kids, and his first son had 
another 13 or 14, so they 
were raising kids there on 
the farm – so right there 
is 26 or so. And so you can 
see how they intermarried 
all through the Maryhill 
area. There, it’d be harder 
to find somebody that 
isn’t related through than 
the other way, if you know 
what I mean, he said of 
the family’s history in the 
area.

“So, my dad and I used 
to go over when I was a kid. 
That’s sort of the home-
stead, the cemetery, the 
old walled cemetery. So I’d 
go over with my dad back 
in the ’70s and ’80s. 

He passed away in the 
’90s, and I just kept on 
doing what we did, just go 
straighten tombstones and 
putting crosses back up,” 
said Schmuck .

Schmuck  has spent 
much of his free time 
restoring iron crosses 
and scrolls, originally of 
his own accord but more 
recently with the ceme-
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 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

 ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Fried rice works well 
with salmon

This week’s recipe puts 
a Canadian spin on 

the old fried rice standby, 
with the addition of 
fresh salmon. You don’t 
normally see that in a 
fried rice, but once you’ve 
tried it, you’ll never want 
to go back.

It’s also a dish that can 
also be a “one pot wonder,” 
as it could contain several 
or all of the food groups 
even though the food 
groups have been known 
to change as quickly as 
electoral vote counts.

Fried rice as we think 
of it today can be traced 
back to China as far back 
as 500AD, as a way to use 
up leftover rice, as it was 
forbidden to waste (as 
it still should be today). 
Fried rice can be seen on 
the menu in most Asian 
cuisines, whether from 
a street vendor, regular 
home or fancy dining 
room.

Variations have also 
made their way into many 
other cultures such as 
Hawaii and Latin Amer-

ica.
It almost seems silly to 

have a written recipe for 
a fried rice as it is a dish 
that is intended not only  
to use the leftover rice, but 
other odds and ends of 
veggies and/or meat that 
you have lying around. It 
is easy to make vegetar-
ian if preferred or to add 
multiple meats/proteins if 
one wishes. 

This actual recipe I hope 
can at least give you the 
idea of how to put one 
together, as well as the 
unique addition of salmon 
that makes it a little differ-
ent if that’s something you 
like.

This is one time when 
fresh isn’t always best. 
The procedure works 
better if the rice is a day or 
two old as it is typically a 
little drier, and can there-
fore fry up better without 
turning mushy.

 ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts private 
events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast 
and lunch in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

Salmon Fried Rice
 ▢ 1 lb boneless Atlantic 

salmon fillets 

 ▢ 1/4 tsp. salt

 ▢ 1 Tbsp. cooking oil  

 ▢ 4  large eggs, beaten 

 ▢ 4  green onions, 
white and green parts 
separated and chopped                                        

 ▢ 1 carrot, peeled and 
coarsely shredded  

 ▢ Half  sweet red 

pepper, diced  

 ▢ 2  cloves garlic, 
minced  

 ▢ 4 cups cold cooked 
long grain brown rice

 ▢ 1 cup small sweet 
peas, thawed  

 ▢ 3 Tbsp. reduced 
sodium soy sauce

 ▢ 1 Tbsp. toasted 
sesame seeds

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17
 ▢ Gale Presbyterian Church Take-Out Luncheon at 

11:30 a.m. Menu is pork roast, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, vegetables, bread and butter, salad and 
dessert. $12. Drive thru pick up between 11:30 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. RSVP required by Friday, Nov. 13 at 
noon. 519-669-2852.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24
 ▢ Learn About Gut Health virtually using zoom at 

6:30 p.m. The gut matters in our mental & physi-
cal wellbeing. It plays a major role in inflammation, 
& likely plays a role in most chronic diseases that 
previously seemed unrelated. Email gberihun@wchc.
on.ca to receive your Zoom invitation on behalf of 
Woolwich Community Health Centre.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND: 
RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL NEEDS

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Wool-
wich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an applica-
tion process are in place, it should be noted 
that in unique, complex, crisis and acute 
circumstances funds may be provided at 
the discretion of the Fund Review Commit-
tee, assuming the core criteria of the fund 
are met.

Additional information:
Access  is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of  

             Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.    Woolwich Community Services
3.    Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:   
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 
Community Care Concepts

1. Preheat oven to 
425°F. Line rimmed 
baking sheet with 
parchment paper.

2. Spray fillets all over 
with cooking spray or 
oil, season with salt. 
Arrange fillets 1-inch 
apart on baking sheet. 
Bake in centre of oven 
for 10 minutes or until 
fish flakes easily when 
tested with a fork.

3. Meanwhile, heat 
large non-stick wok or 
deep pan over medi-
um-high heat. Brush 
with 1 tsp. of the oil; 
add eggs, swirling to 
coat bottom of pan in a 
thin layer. Using rubber 
spatula, push cooked 
egg around edges into 
the centre, tilting and 
rotating pan to allow 
uncooked egg to flow 
underneath. Cook until 
set. Slide omelette 

onto cutting board. Let 
cool enough to handle, 
then roll and slice thinly 
into ribbons; set aside.

4. Wipe out pan and 
return to stove top over 
medium-high heat. 
Add remaining 2 tsp. 
oil; swirl to coat bottom 
of pan. Add white part 
of onions, carrot, red 
pepper and garlic; 
cook, stirring for 2 to 3 
minutes or until soft-
ened. Add rice, peas 
and soy sauce; cook, 
stirring, for about 2 
minutes or until heated 
through and liquid 
is evaporated. Add 
omelette ribbons and 
green part of onions; 
toss for about 1 minute 
or until heated through.

5. Divide rice among 
plates and top with 
flaked salmon and 
sesame seeds.
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ACROSS
1. Beauty
4. Ado
10. Absorbed
14. Canned
16. Boat propelled 
by oars
17. Biology 
lab supply
18. Lively
20. "By ___!"
21. Poems
22. Dry
24. Bean counter, 
for short
25. Prior to
28. Alt. spelling
30. Legal prefix
31. Beasts of burden
32. Brown sugar
37. Sight device for 
angle measurements
38. Chemical 
compound
39. Literally, "king"
43. Region in 
Canada made up 
of three provinces
45. Add
47. At one time, 
at one time
48. De Valera's land
50. Converts data to 
an intellifible form

51. Verb that adds 
functional or gram-
matical meaning 
to the clause
53. A fork, a 
knife, a ___
57. Pacific
58. Regular time
59. Deceives others
62. Banquet
64. Fold
65. Deductive
69. City on the 
Yamuna River
70. Hotels single 
daily rate
74. Backside
75. Office of a canon
76. "Desire 
Under the ___"
77. E-mail, e.g.
78. ___ fly
79. Appropriate

DOWN
1. Have a sudden 
inspiration?
2. Big show
3. ___ mortals
4. Have the ___ for
5. Hooter
6. Japanese sash
7. "MS. Found in 
a Bottle" writer

8. Catch, in a way
9. Fragrant oil
10. Dynastic monar-
chy of the British 
Brooke family
11. Public open 
space in Greece 
for markets
12. Slow proces-
sional dance
13. Fashions
15. Drag through 
the mud
16. Perlman of 
"Cheers"
19. Take
23. Try, as a case
25. Bleat
26. European 
tongue
27. It's a part of life
28. Relation to 
Veil or velum
29. Lord
30. Mixed 
beforehand
32. British title
33. Deserter
34. "Farewell, 
mon ami"
35. Negative phrase 
that uses God's 
name in vein
36. Tree with 

catkins
39. Pipe that redi-
rects smoke and 
gases to a chimney
40. Tanned skins
41. Deflect
42. Parsley or sage
44. "All My Chil-
dren" vixen
46. Aloof
49. Enthusiasm
51. The "A" of ABM
52. Breed
53. Maybel-
line mishaps
54. Chinese 
plain-woven fabric
55. Escaped
56. Ahead
60. Legislate
61. Altars in Ortho-
dox churches
62. Fix, in a way
63. Big coffee holder
65. "God's Little ___"
66. ___ podrida
67. Alterna-
tive to steps
68. Acad.
71. Unsaturated 
compound with 
double bonds
72. "Baloney!"
73. ___ and outsThe Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. 
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 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My 
doctor is recommend-
ing a trial of a gluten-free 
diet to see if my digestive 
symptoms improve. Can I 
still get enough fiber with-
out eating bread and bran 
flakes?

ANSWER: It is possible 
to get enough fiber, even 
without eating foods that 
you may typically associ-
ate with good sources of 
fiber, such as bran flakes 
and bread. And that's 
important because getting 
an adequate amount of 
fiber each day has several 
health benefits.

Fiber is best known for 
preventing and relieving 
constipation by helping to 
bulk up and soften stool, 
making it easier to pass. 

Fiber has several health benefits

It also may lower the risk 
of hemorrhoids, pouches 
in the colon (diverticu-
losis) and colon cancer. 
A high-fiber diet also 
may improve cholesterol 
levels, control blood sugar 
and help you maintain a 
healthy weight.

Gluten is a protein 
found in grains such as 
wheat, barley and rye. 
These grains are a major 
source of dietary fiber. A 
switch away from consum-
ing them could eliminate 
a major source of fiber in 
your diet.

However, there are a 
wide variety of high-fiber 

foods, including many 
grains, that are naturally 
gluten-free. These foods 
include vegetables and 
fruits of all types; whole 
grains that do not contain 
gluten, such as brown rice, 
quinoa, buckwheat, corn, 
popcorn and oats that are 
labeled gluten-free; beans, 
peas and lentils; and nuts 
and seeds, preferably raw 
or roasted and with mini-
mal salt.

Other food products that 
are labeled gluten-free, 
such as breads, pancake 
mixes, snack bars or pasta, 
also can contribute to fiber 
intake in varying amounts.

The amount of fiber 
recommended for men 
and women varies and is 
based on your age. Men 
younger than age 50 

should aim for 38 grams 
of fiber every day. Women 
younger than age 50 need 
25 grams of fiber per day. 
For people 51 and older, 
less fiber is necessary: 
30 grams of daily fiber 
for men and 21 grams for 
women.

Getting enough fiber in 
your gluten-free diet may 
take some adjusting, but 
it's possible that you'll 
be eating healthier than 
before as you incorporate 
a wider variety of fiber-
rich foods into your diet. 
In addition, by cutting out 
less healthy gluten-con-
taining foods – particu-
larly low-fiber, processed 
foods, such as baked 
goods – you may even 
find that your fiber intake 
improves.

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an educational resource and doesn’t replace regular 
medical care. E-mail a question to MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For more 
information, visit www.mayoclinic.org.

situation. So with my dad 
in mind and the experi-
ence that I went through, I 
co-founded Hockey Gives 
Blood with a former team-
mate of mine who was with 
me when my dad passed 
away,” said Middleton.

Since then, the orga-
nization has grown to a 
nationwide presence, with 
support from NHLers such 
as Sidney Crosby and Ryan 
O’Reilly.

Today, the organization 
continues its work despite 
the coronavirus pandemic.

“It’s a lot more restrict-
ing working in a COVID 

environment, but the need 
for blood is still high,” he 
said. “Canadian Blood 
Services still offer a safe, 
highly sanitized donation 
centre with proper COVID 
protocols in place for 
people to donate safely at 
all times.”

Middleton says the work 
of Hockey Gives Blood has 
been satisfying, partic-
ularly in seeing young 
players get on board with 
the effort.

“It took me 37 years to 
realize how important 
blood donation was – 
that’s how old I was when 
I got started. So, seeing 

the younger generation, 
talking and sharing and 
creating awareness at this 
young age is really what’s 
inspiring to me, because 
that’s something from a 
personal level that I never 
did,” he said. “The more 
people we can encourage 
to do that at that young 
age certainly gives a better 
chance of becoming a 
lifelong donor to support 
Canadian Blood Services.” 

Middleton said he 
encourages everyone over 
the age of 17 to come out 
to a local event or book 
an appointment online at 
www.blood.ca.

HOCKEY GIVES BLOOD: Organization's founder tries 
to encourage young people to become lifelong donors

→ FROM 20

Woolwich Minor Hockey’s U9 Major LL team practices at the Woolwich Memorial Centre Tuesday 
evening.  Damon MacLean
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 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Worship: 9:30am

Like a Thief in the Night

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Jonathan Brubacher preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

A main for a smaller crowd

If you're having a small 
gathering, consider 

forgoing the giant bird 
and opting for boneless 
turkey breasts. This cut 
is a quicker and more 
approachable option, 
offering all the hearty 
flavor of turkey without 
the challenges of cooking 
and carving a giant bird or 
bone-in breast. And with 
this two-for-one recipe, 
you'll get perfectly cooked 
meat and another staple: a 
cranberry sauce.

Like with any other cut 
of turkey, we knew we 
had to take measures to 
combat dryness. The first 
step was to submerge the 
breasts in a quick brine 

to protect the delicate 
white meat. After that, 
we tucked the tapered 
ends underneath and tied 
the breasts with twine. 
This made the unevenly 
shaped turkey breasts 
more uniform and easier 
to cook.

As for the cooking 
method, we used a tech-
nique that incorporated 
both high-temperature 
searing for crisp skin 
and roasting at a lower 
temperature to ensure 
moist meat. To do that, 

Cast Iron Boneless Turkey Breasts  
with Cranberry Chutney

 ▢ Salt and pepper

 ▢ 2 (2-pound) bone-
less, skin-on turkey 
breasts halves, trimmed

 ▢ 1 tablespoon vege-
table oil

 ▢ 1 shallot, minced

 ▢ 4 teaspoons grated 
fresh ginger

 ▢ 1 teaspoon yellow 
mustard seeds

 ▢ 12 ounces (3 cups) 
fresh or frozen cranber-
ries

 ▢ 1 cup packed brown 
sugar

 ▢ 3/4 cup water

 ▢ 1 tablespoon grated 
orange zest

 ▢ 2 tablespoons cider 
vinegar

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

we turned to the ulti-
mate do-it-all pan that 
can go from stovetop to 
oven: a cast-iron skillet. 
We preheated the skil-
let on the stovetop and 
browned the breasts on 
all sides before roasting. 
Not only did this give us 
golden skin on the turkey, 
it meant that the meat 
needed much less time 
to finish cooking in the 
oven.

For a simple chutney 
that added flavor to the 
mild meat, we used shal-
lot, fresh ginger, mustard 
seeds, sugar, cranberries 
and orange zest, with a 
splash of vinegar to round 
out the flavors.
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1. Dissolve 6 table-
spoons salt in 3 of 
quarts cold water 
in a large container. 
Submerge the turkey 
in the brine, cover 
and refrigerate for 
at least 30 minutes 
or up to 1 hour.

2. Adjust the oven rack 
to middle position and 
heat the oven to 325 
F. Remove the turkey 
from the brine and pat 
dry with paper towels. 
Tuck the tapered end 
of each breast under-
neath and loosely tie 
lengthwise with kitchen 
twine. Tie the breasts 
crosswise at 1 1/2-inch 
intervals to make tidy, 
even roasts. Season 
the turkey with pepper.

3. Heat a 12-inch cast-
iron skillet over medium 
heat for 5 minutes. 
Add oil and heat until 
just smoking. Brown 

the turkey on all sides, 
about 10 minutes. Flip 
the turkey skin side 
down, transfer the 
skillet to the oven, 
and roast until the 
turkey registers 160 F, 
about 1 hour, flipping 
the breasts halfway 
through roasting.

4. Using potholders, 
remove the skillet 
from oven. Transfer 
the turkey to carving 
board, tent loosely 
with aluminum foil 
and let it rest while 
making the chutney.

5. Being careful of the 
hot skillet handle, pour 
off all but 1 tablespoon 
fat. Add shallot, ginger, 
mustard seeds and 1/2 
teaspoon salt and cook 
over medium heat until 
the shallot is softened, 
about 30 seconds. Stir 
in cranberries, sugar, 
water and orange zest. 

Bring to a simmer and 
cook, stirring occasion-
ally, until the cranber-
ries have mostly broken 
down and mixture is 
thickened, about 15 
minutes. Off heat, stir in 
vinegar and any accu-
mulated turkey juices. 
Remove twine from the 
turkey and slice into 
1/4-inch-thick slices. 
Serve with chutney. 
 
Recipe notes: If you're 
using self-basting 
turkey breast halves 
(such as frozen 
Butterball) or kosher 
turkey breast halves, 
do not brine in Step 
1, but season with 
salt in Step 2. Often, 
boneless turkey 
breast halves are 
sold in elastic netting; 
be sure to remove 
the netting before 
brining or cooking.
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Congratulations!
Allison Moser recently completed the requirements of the 

Chartered Professional Accountants program of professional 
studies and obtained her CPA designation on April 23, 2020.

The partners and staff at McCutchen & Pearce Professional 
Corporation congratulate Allison on all her hard work in reaching this 
milestone in her profession. We wish Allison continued success with 

her career at McCutchen & Pearce Professional Corporation.
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notes that the work saw 
him butt heads with the 
groundskeeper who didn’t 
always support the project 
but still holds a certain 
level of respect for him. 

He had no idea that 
the project was up for a 
diamond award or that he 
had won it until Maryhill 
resident Diane Strickler let 
him know. 

“It’s nice to see some 
recognition. You know, 
I’ve worked away at this 
alone – there’s been no 
help at all, financially or 
otherwise. But I wouldn’t 
want financial help. It’s 
my pleasure to be able 
to do it. You know, I felt 
I owe it to my ancestors. 
But I seem to be the only 
one that has that feeling,” 
said Schmuck,  noting 
that others have begun 
helping out with the 
project over the past six or 
seven months, including 
the likes of Diane Strickler, 
her husband and cousins 
who’ve been out alongside 
Haid placing Canadian 
flags at the graves of 
veterans in both the old 
and new sections of the 
graveyard. 

CEMETERY: 
Working hard on 
the upkeep earns 
them an award

→ FROM 20

Earl Haid, groundskeeper at the old walled cemetery in St. Boni-
face Parish, was lauded for his work there. Damon MacLean
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