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Public disregards closure of park, road
BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Though the Snyder’s Flats Con-
servation Area in Bloomingdale 
is closed, people continue to 
trespass on the site and neigh-
bouring properties. Now, one of 
the adjacent owners is looking 
for more restrictive measures to 
discourage the public from ac-

With the conservation area closed, Snyder's Flats Road has been barricaded at Bloomingdale Mennonite Church, though many continue to trespass. [STEVE KANNON]

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

The Victoria Day long weekend 
on the horizon, health officials 
are advising Waterloo Region res-
idents to continue taking precau-
tions, including the use of masks.

While the spread of the coro-
navirus has slowed and some 
restrictions have been loosened, 
the pandemic is still in effect, 
said Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, the re-
gion’s acting medical officer of 
health, in a video briefing this 
week.

Wearing a mask is a protective 
measure from spreading germs 
of your own to other people, like 
coughing into your elbow – “it 
should not give you a false sense 
of security,” she said.

This week  saw garden centres 
and hardware stores re-open, 
along with many businesses 
offering curbside pick-up. But it 
also saw Premier Doug Ford ex-
tend the province’s state of emer-
gency until June 2.

Preparing for the long week-
end, regional officials are con-
centrating on monitoring com-
pliance to the rules and enforcing 
violations, warned chief adminis-
trative officer Mike Murray. 

This week there were an addi-
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Region plans
to step up 
COVID 
enforcement 
over weekend

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Bloomingdale land owner suggests measure to curb trespassing at Snyder's Flats conservation area

cessing the site.
Snyder’s Flats Road is currently 

closed at Bloomingdale Menno-
nite Church, with a sign indicat-
ing that change posted at Sawmill 
Road. The barriers were put in 
place when the park was closed 
as part of the Grand River Con-
servation Authority’s response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic – the 
province had ordered the closure 

of all such public places.
Rockway Holdings Limited 

owns land at 1236 and 1277 Sny-
der’s Flats Rd., operating a gravel 
pit on the northern side. The 
company has noticed that people 
continue to flock to the site, tres-
passing on its property in doing 
do.

Chris Pidgeon, a planner with 
the GSP Group representing 

Rockway, asked Woolwich coun-
cillors meeting by video on Tues-
day night to step up measures to 
discourage trespassing.

Rockway wants to see more du-
rable measures, such as concrete 
barriers, put in place to block ac-
cess to the site. Drivers are driv-
ing around the wooden barriers 
now in place, and no-trespassing 

TRESPASSING | 06

C O N N E C T I N G  O U R  C O M M U N I T I E S .

Region plans

The Victoria Day long weekend 
on the horizon, health officials 
are advising Waterloo Region res-
idents to continue taking precau-
tions, including the use of masks.

While the spread of the coro-
navirus has slowed and some 
restrictions have been loosened, 
the pandemic is still in effect, 
said Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, the re-
gion’s acting medical officer of 
health, in a video briefing this 

With the conservation area closed, Snyder's Flats Road has been barricaded at Bloomingdale Mennonite Church, though many continue to trespass.

Wearing a mask is a protective 
measure from spreading germs 
of your own to other people, like 

enforcement 
over weekend

The Victoria Day long weekend 
on the horizon, health officials 
are advising Waterloo Region res-
idents to continue taking precau-
tions, including the use of masks.

While the spread of the coro-
navirus has slowed and some 
restrictions have been loosened, 
the pandemic is still in effect, 
said Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, the re-
gion’s acting medical officer of 
health, in a video briefing this 

Wearing a mask is a protective 
measure from spreading germs 
of your own to other people, like 

Region plans

enforcement 
over weekend

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP



02  | COMMUNITY NEWS THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2020

Learn more at ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Wear a face 
covering when 

physical distancing 
is a challenge

Inside or out, stay safe. Save lives.

Practice physical 
distancing.

 Stay two metres 
away from others

2 m

Wash hands 
thoroughly and 

often

As businesses begin to reopen, we all need 
to continue our e�orts to protect each other.

We’re Making a 
Di�erence to Keep 
Each Other Safe 
from COVID-19
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

In the fi rst step toward the eventual reconstruction 
of Industrial Drive in Elmira, Woolwich council this 
week awarded a $90,000 contract to GM BluePlan 
Engineering Limited to carry out the engineering and 
design of the project. Construction, including the 
underground services, is expected to be carried out in 
2022 at an estimated cost of $3-$3.5 million.

The old Elmira pool, idle since the opening of the 
Woolwich Memorial Centre in 2009, will once 
again be fi lled with aquatic activities: it’s to be 
the new home of the Waterloo Regional Synchro-
nized Swimming Club (WRSSC). In a deal that 
closes May 30, the organization has purchased the 
building from Woolwich Township for $450,000. 
It plans to be operating in Elmira by Sept. 1.
From the May 14, 2011 edition of The Observer
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JL’s Duke St
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*Conditions apply local delivery, in stock merchandise. Call store ahead with order and details.
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GETTING INDUSTRIOUS FROM THE ARCHIVES 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS

Carolyn Huizinga Mills of Breslau is the author of The 
Little Boy who Lived Down The Drain.

Breslau author joins "Bedtime Stories With ..." series, with writers reading their books

Adding virtual storytelling 
to the bedtime routine

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

With time indoors starting 
to drag on and current sea-
sons of shows getting ready 
to end, people are finding 
new ways to keep others 
in the community enter-
tained. From celebrity mu-
sical performances to new 
shows created from the 
comfort of people’s homes, 
new ideas for content are 
coming out every week.

Being added to that list is 
a new series created by two 
local mothers who wanted 
to add some fun to the bed-
time routine for kids and 
bring families together by 
starting the series ‘Bedtime 
Stories with ...’ 

Alisha Zoethout and 
Aimée Puthon came up 
with the idea for the series 
after reminiscing about 
their times going to the 
library when they were 
younger, to see authors 
such as Robert Munsch do 
readings of their books. 
They decided bringing 
something like this to an 
online format for families 
during the current situa-

tion, would give everyone a 
chance to connect through 
storytelling from celebri-
ties in the area.

“My hope for doing this 
Facebook page was to 
actually bring families to-
gether, build relationships, STORYTELLING | 06

Unemployment 
levels jump in 
Waterloo Region

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Unemployment levels in 
the region shot up less 
dramatically last month 
than the national average, 
but are still about 50 per 
cent higher than at the 
start of the year, April 
numbers from Statistics 
Canada show.

The April unemploy-
ment rate was 7.8 per 
cent in the Kitchener-Wa-
terloo-Cambridge area, 
up from 5.4 per cent in 
January and six per cent 
in March. Nationally, the 
rate was 13 per cent, up 
5.2 percentage points over 
the previous month.

“We’re doing much bet-
ter than the national av-
erage,” said Charlene Hof-
bauer, executive director 
of the Workforce Planning 
Board of Waterloo Wel-
lington Dufferin, noting 
the area still has the sec-
ond-highest employment 
level in the province.

This month’s numbers, 
to be released in June, 

will likely be worse still, 
however, perhaps closer 
to 11 per cent, she predict-
ed.

“They’re not going to be 
rosy.”

That sentiment was 
shared by University of 
Waterloo economics pro-
fessor Joel Blit, who saw 
some worrying trends in 
Statistics Canada’s Labour 
Force Survey released 
May 8.

“One piece of news that 
just came out that’s not 
so positive is that in the 
first month, so basically 
at the end of March, it was 
mostly services that were 
being hit. And services 
tend to bounce back fairly 
quickly – in past reces-
sions, they bounced back 
within about four months 
to the previous levels to 
pre-recessionary levels. In 
this past month, the areas 
have taken the biggest hit 
are basically goods pro-
ducing, so manufactur-
ing, construction, areas 
like that. And those in 
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Area remains below the national average

certainly 
enjoy the 
company 
and enjoy 
a story and have that sense 
of just being together,” said 
Zoethout. “It’s been a crazy 
ride over the past eight 

weeks now and with this 
kind of a sense of calm and 
normalcy I think ... having 
a small child it was a rou-
tine that we did every sin-
gle night and it was looking 
forward to something in 
the midst of maybe some 
not so great news.”

She says her hope from 
doing this was to give par-
ents a chance to sit back, 
relax and take in the story. 

When they started the 
series, Zoethout and Pu-
thon planned on keeping 
things local having digni-
taries and celebrities read 
books. But they realized 

very quickly that 
more 
people 
were in-
terested 
in taking 
part and 
they’ve 

had guests 
taking 
part from a 
much larger 
area. 

Notable 
guests that have taken 
part in the series thus far 

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Woolwich residents strug-
gling to pay property taxes 
and water bills will avoid 
penalties on late payments 
through June, as township 
council this week extended 
a program in place until 
the end of the month.

Woolwich extends deferral of late fees for property taxes, water bills
The decision also waives 

non-sufficient fund (NSF) 
fees charged by the town-
ship through to the end of 
June, and suspends collec-
tion activities until August 
31.

Woolwich is also looking 
at an application-based 
process to perhaps extend 
deferrals past June 30, a 

program being coordinated 
among other municipali-
ties in Waterloo Region.

Director of finance Rich-
ard Petherick estimated 
extending the deferrals by 
another month would see 
the township forego anoth-
er $35,000 in penalty and 
interest revenue, NSF fees 
and investment income.

Even with the deferrals, 
all property owners will 
be expected to have their 
taxes paid by the end of the 
year, however.

At Tuesday night’s video 
meeting, Coun. Murray 
Martin opposed the defer-
ral plan, arguing that peo-
ple who haven’t paid the 
first couple of installments 

will just fall farther behind 
for the rest of the year.

“If we allow people to 
delay their taxes, of course 
they’re not going to pay,” 
he said of a blanket defer-
ral through June. “I’m not 
sure I like the direction 
we’re going.”

That prompted Coun. 
Patrick Merlihan to count-

er with a call to support 
residents dealing with the 
crisis.

“The COVID-19 pandem-
ic is unprecedented for any 
of us in our lifetime,” he 
said, arguing the township 
has to do something for 
residents and businesses 
that are suffering. “It’s 

DEFERRALS | 07

a story and have that sense 

very quickly that 
more 
people 
were in-
terested 
in taking 
part and 
they’ve 

had guests 
taking 
part from a 
much larger 
area. 

Notable 



04  | COMMUNITY NEWS THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2020

past recessions have taken 
anywhere from six years 
to 10 years to get back to 
normal levels,” he said.

The question with 
no answer yet is this 
downturn, the result of 
self-imposed measures to 
combat the spread of the 
novel coronavirus, going 
to see a different kind of 
recovery, Blit added.

In both the services 
and the goods-producing 
sectors, the employment 
decreases observed in the 
two months since Febru-
ary were proportionally 
larger than the losses 
observed during each of 
the three significant la-
bour market downturns 
since 1980, Statistics Can-
ada reports.

After a drop of more 
than a million in March, 
employment in Canada 
fell by nearly two million 
in April, bringing the to-
tal employment decline 
since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 economic shut-
down to more than three 
million. Compounding 
that problem, some 2.5 
million people were work-
ing less than half of the 
usual hours due the pan-
demic. The number of Ca-
nadians who were either 
not employed or working 
substantially reduced 
hours was 5.5 million, or 

more than one-quarter of 
February’s employment 
level.

“When you shut down 
an economy deliberately, 
it’s going to have a much 
faster and sharper drop 
than when it’s being driv-
en by sort of internal fac-
tors within the economy,” 
explained UW economics 
professor Mikal Skuterud 
of the rapid spike in un-
employment.

Where the Labour Force 
Survey typically shows 
minimal movement from 
month to month, last 
week’s release was dra-
matic, he said.

“This is a real drop, 
and people are calling it a 
recession ... but it’s been 
imposed by this need to 
quarantine.”

Though there’s no past 
recession of this kind to 
draw data from, neither 
economist sees a quick, 
V-shaped recovery once 
the economy is reopened. 
But both see reasons to 
be optimistic about the 
changes that will emerge.

And Hofbauer notes 
many of the layoffs in the 
region are temporary, and 
the agency is seeing job 
postings even at this point 
in the shutdown.

As well, a local survey 
“did show 60 per cent of 
people were fairly opti-
mistic.”

 �UNEMPLOYMENT: Experts don't 
expect to see a quick, V-shaped 
recovery emerging after the crisis
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BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

What started out as a sim-
ple haircut has become 
an ongoing way to raise 
money to support families 
dealing with cancer.

Elmira’s Zack Forwell 
had been growing his hair 
to donate it to a group that 
makes wigs for people deal-
ing with cancer treatments, 
but his grandfather had 
been offering him money 
to cut it. The latter became 
a route to raise money for 
the families of three area 
residents fighting cancer, 
Liam Moyer, BJ Goodwin 
and Todd Roes.

“He was trying to donate 
as a wig,” said Zack’s moth-
er, Amy Forwell. “He said 
‘I’m going to grow my hair 
out and then cut it off for 
a wig towards paediatric 
cancer.’”

Forwell’s oldest daughter 
and Zack’s sister had cancer 
when she was three years 
old and again at age 5.

Donated hair needs to 
be at least 10 inches long. 
With his hair having not 
quite reached that length, 
the Fowlers decided since 
Zack’s grandfather was 
willing to pay, maybe other 
people in the community 
would too.

“The Moyers son (Liam) 
was diagnosed in late-fall. 

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Typically associated with 
services for seniors, the 
Meals on Wheels program 
has branched out now that 
there’s a larger number of 
people both stuck in their 
homes and experiencing 
financial difficulties in 
the midst of the COVID-19 
crisis.

Even seniors who are 
usually able to get out for 
their own groceries are 
remaining at home now, 
as they’re part of the age 

Community Care Concepts expands Meals on Wheels program
group most vulnerable to 
the virus. For them, and 
for those who can’t afford 
groceries, Meals on Wheels 
can help, says Communi-
ty Care Concepts (CCC), 
which runs the program 
offering hot and frozen en-
trees in Woolwich, Welles-
ley and Wilmot townships.

In its expanded effort, 
CCC has been working with 
the Ontario Community 
Support Association to 
access funding from the 
province.

“We had originally run 
our hot meals Monday 

through Friday across the 
three townships, and we 
have frozen entrees that 
are available to our clients 
as well. Given the time and 
day we are in at this point, 
because we are in the pan-
demic, we are trying to 
broaden,” said manager of 
community programs Kar-
la Rabidoux of the change.

Part of the broadening is 
offering extended help to 
those discharged from hos-
pitals, for instance. 

“We would send a couple 
of starter meals for people 
that have been in hospital, 

and we are waiting to get 
them groceries and ser-
vices that are a little tough 
to access right now –they 
at least have those meals,” 
she said.

CCC has seen much 
interest in the Meals on 
Wheels services. The agen-
cy has redeployed staff 
from community services 
that are no longer running 
to COVID-related duties 
– CCC does well-being 
checks with all their client, 
for example.

Expansion to the Meals 
on Wheels program has 

occurred in a couple of 
different ways, explains 
executive director Cathy 
Harrington.

“We have people coming 
on to the program, we are 
also seeing some of the 
people accessing Meals on 
Wheels in the past are now 
requesting more frequent 
[deliveries].”  

Those interested in the 
service can reach CCC at 
519-664-1900 (519-662-
9526 in Wilmot) or toll free 
at 1-855-664-1900, and 
could be added to hot-meal 
runs within 48 hours. 

The organization also 
has volunteers delivering 
hot meals that will provide 
meals quickly to clients. 

“We never want finance 
and accessibility to be a 
barrier for anybody. We 
are working with clients 
on a unique individual 
basis to say ‘what do you 
need?’ and try and stretch 
ourselves out to get it as 
much as possible,” said 
Rabidoux.

“We believe every door 
should be an open door for 
people to access us from 
across our three townships.”

Elmira boy’s haircut raises money for 
three local families dealing with cancer

Todd is a co-worker, and 
we knew of BJ from town,” 
she said of the recipients. 
Initially, the goal was to 
raise around $500-$1,000 
split between the three 
families through a GO-
FUNDME page. The hair-
cut was done February 12 
by the Fowlers friend and 
neighbour, Tracey Mood-
er. The response to the 
cause was overwhelming, 
raising a total of $5,381.64 
– $1,793.88 for each of the 
families.

“The family was sur-
prised with the amount 
and grateful,” said Fowler.

With the current state of 

the world, Fowler was pleas-
antly surprised by the ongo-
ing support, seeing as some 
people are out of work and 
are still willing to donate to 
a cause like her son’s.

Zack, too, was shocked 
by the amount he was able 
to raise. “I think it was nice 
for him to see the individu-
als on the weekend. I think 
it was touching for both BJ 
and Todd to meet Zack,” 
she said, noting the family 
had been supported when 
her daughter was being 
treated for cancer.

“The small community 
helped us a lot when Sarah 
was sick with support in 

many different ways.”
The family wanted to 

give back, having twice 
gone through that experi-
ence, she added. 

“Knowing that an 
11-year-old can make a dif-
ference is something that 
people can forget. Little 
things can make big, big 
changes.” 

Seeing friends, family 
members, community 
members and random peo-
ple who did not know Zack 
or the families involved 
yet offer assistance was a 
heartwarming event during 
these distressing times, 
said Forwell.

Elmira’s Zack Forwell cut his hair to raise funds to support three local families dealing with cancer, meeting last weekend 
with each of the recipients to pass along a share of the $5,400 collected.  [SUBMITTED]

 � VIRUS UPDATE: Health officials continue to advise caution even as some restrictions are eased in re-opening bid
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tional 289 site visits where 
warnings were issued and 
public-education measures 
undertaken, along with 
1,426 calls where no action 
was required. Two new 
charges were laid, one for 
not following social dis-
tancing measures in a park 
and the second at a Kitch-
ener grocery store. Both 
were issued fines of $750 
for breaking the Emergen-
cy Measures Act.

There were 963 con-

firmed cases of COVID-19 
in the region as of Wednes-
day morning, 105 of them 
fatal, an increase of just 
two deaths since the re-
gion’s previous video brief-
ing on May 11.

Of the reported cases in 
the region since the out-
break began, 528 have been 
resolved – 55 per cent.

The region is monitoring 
outbreaks at 11 long-term 
care and retirement homes, 
which have seen the largest 
percentage of cases.

Using the measure of 
cases per 100,000 popu-
lation adopted by Public 
Health, Woolwich Town-
ship continues to have 
the second highest rate 
in the region at 179.6, sur-
passed only by Kitchener 
(271/100K), while Wellesley 
Township is one of the low-
est at 51.8, divided equally 
between outbreaks in fa-
cilities such as retirement 
homes and the rate among 
the general population.

“Although we are seeing 

signs that the rate of infec-
tion is relatively controlled 
at the moment, we are still 
in a precarious state. The 
virus can spread very easily 
and rapidly, and we have 
seen that this can have se-
vere consequences. That is 
why I continue to empha-
size our need to avoid gath-
erings to maintain physical 
distancing, washing our 
hands frequently and dili-
gently, stay at home when 
we start to feel sick even 
mildly so, consider the use 

of medical masks… and 
continue to limit the num-
ber of times we go out,” 
said Wang.

Updated figures released 
Wednesday show Wel-
lington-Dufferin-Guelph 
Public Health reporting 
331 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19, an increase of 
two from the previous day. 
There have been 31 fatali-
ties. Some 160 cases have 
been resolved, with eight 
patients in hospital, four in 
intensive care. 

The Ministry of Health 
reported 21,236 cases of 
the novel coronavirus in 
Ontario, an increase of 1.6  
per cent over the previous 
day. There have been 1,765 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a mor-
tality rate of 8.3 per cent. 
The ministry reports 15,845 
cases (74.6 per cent) have 
been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
71,486 confirmed cases of 

OUTBREAK | 07
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This is an important chance to put
your skills to work and provide care for 
our seniors.

Take this opportunity to make a 
difference. Together we can stop
the spread of COVID-19.

Learn more on how to apply at 
ontario.ca/ApplyLTCJobs 

Long-term care 
homes are hiring
And they’re looking for people like you. 
People with:

Personal 
support and 

nursing skills

Cleaning 
skills

Cooking 
skills

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

www.woolwichseniors.ca
contact@woolwichseniors.ca

THANK YOU
To all of the front-line, 
essential workers and 

volunteers in our community. 
We appreciate you!

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Call it support for 
cross-border nursing. In 
what’s been dubbed the 
Goodwill Ambassador pro-
gram, Elmira Stove Works 
has made a donation to 
hospitals across the Detroit 
River.

The donation from the 
Elmira-based company is 
part of a multi-pronged ini-
tiative, said Tony Dowling, 
vice-president of sales and 
marketing.

“The first part is donat-
ing a fridge and equivalent 
value in cash to a hospital 
in Windsor Ontario and De-
troit, Michigan. The fridge 
is for one of the nurses’ 
lunchrooms, and the cash 
is to buy PPE (personal pro-
tective equipment).”

The hospitals in question 
are the Detroit Medical Cen-
ter Harper University Hos-
pital and Hotel-Dieu Grace 
Healthcare in Windsor.

Dowling says the inspi-
ration for the charitable act 
came from “hearing stories 
of the health-care workers 
and first responders and 

Elmira Stove Works provides 
"Ambassador" donations to 
hospitals in Windsor and Detroit

the exposure they have to 
this virus.”

The company decided 
it would like to do its part 
to help combat the virus, 
choosing a specific aspect 
as the goal. After further 
research, Dowling says he 
“started reading the stories 
about the border nurses 
from Canada that are going 
into the States to work.”

The two hospitals were 
selected since they are on 
either side of the Ambassa-
dor Bridge. An estimated 
1,600 nurses are travelling 
from Windsor to Detroit 
each day, using the bridge 
or the Detroit-Windsor 
tunnel.

Elmira Stove Works 
sources many of its materi-
als from American suppli-
ers, and sells the majority 
of its products into the U.S. 
market

“Here’s a border that 
almost doesn’t exist – it’s 
so transparent, except for 
today since it’s been shut 
down to non-essential 
travel,” said Dowling of 
the usual flow of goods be-
tween Windsor and Detroit.

The State of Michigan 

is one of the COVID-19 
epicentres in the United 
States. As of midweek, 
there were more than 
48,000 cases and 4,700 
deaths, with about 40 per 
cent in Wayne County, 
which encompasses De-
troit. With a population of 
less than a third of Can-
ada’s – just 1.8 million in 
Wayne County – the state 
has seen almost as many 
deaths as this country, 
where the numbers stood 
at some 70,000 cases and 
5,000 deaths.

Dowling said the goal is 
to have the fridges assem-
bled and out of the factory 
for Friday, aiming for them 
to be in the hospitals next 
week.

In addition to their 
charitable actions, Elmira 
Stove Works is also offer-
ing appliance discounts to 
both first responders and 
health-care workers across 
the continent. The compa-
ny specializes in vintage 
style appliances, including 
mid-century modern and 
retro units such as ranges, 
refrigerators, microwaves, 
dishwashers and the like.

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Since 2005 Wellesley has 
held an annual singing 
competition to showcase 
the talent of young resi-
dents throughout the area. 
It has been held in con-
junction with the Wellesley 
Apple Butter and Cheese 
Festival “bringing the 
community together and 
encouraging young singers 
to get up and share their 
voice.” In 2016, the format 
was updated to include a 
mentoring aspect for the 
eight participants who 
moved on to the semi-final 
portion of the competition 
to inspire confidence in 
participants and encourage 
more engaging perfor-
mances.

This continues into the 
current year’s competition, 
but things are shaping up a 
little differently. Due to the 
rules on social distancing 
and crowds implemented 
because of COVID-19, ev-
erything from the initial 
audition process right 
down to the final com-
petition has either been 
changed or is currently up 
in the air. Auditions are 
being accepted from those 
aged 10 to 18 until May 24, 
and those who wish to par-
ticipate can submit a video 

Wellesley Idol returns via video to accommodate social distancing
of themselves performing.

Despite the changes 
being made because of the 
pandemic, JP Sunga, judge 
and mentor with Wellesley 
Idol since 2015, believes 
the competition can still 
inspire a group of young 
performers despite the cur-
rent conditions.

“Being in this sort of 
pandemic time, one of the 
things that we all came to-
gether as a team to discuss 
was ‘should we proceed 
or should we stop it’ (the 
completion),” said Sunga. 
“We thought the youth in 
the area... (that) they would 
be missing an opportunity 
to have this experience and 
this mentoring program if 
we chose not to do it this 
year. We found a way to 
sort of work with the ‘Idol’ 
program but make it vir-
tual.”

He says by moving for-
ward with this format – at 
least for now – they would 
be able to continue on 
with the mentoring aspect 
which he believes is a big 
part of the competition. 

This year, 25 partici-
pants can enter for the 
competition. Once those 
submissions are received, 
all applicants and their 
families will be invited to a 
video call on May 31 where 
they will get to join the five 

judges as each contestant’s 
video will be played. The 
judges will give their reac-
tions in real time and the 
eight who will move on to 
the summer mentorship 
and next round will be an-
nounced. 

He says rules around 
social distancing will de-
termine how things move 
forward after that, and 
whether the Apple Butter 
and Cheese festival takes 
place is key for the finals 
moving forward as they 
normally would.

For more information, 
visit wellesleyidol.org.

JP Sunga, a judge and mentor with 
Wellesley Idol since 2015, will be 
watching for video submissions to 
this year's coronavirus-influenced 
competition. [SUBMITTED]
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Notice of Study Commencement
Scheifele Bridge Superstructure Replacement

Class Environmental Assessment and Preliminary Design
Township of Woolwich

The Study:

The Region of Waterloo has initiated a Class Environmental Assessment Study (Class EA) and preliminary 
design for the superstructure replacement of the Scheifele Bridge on Regional Road 22 (Northfield Drive) in the 
Township of Woolwich. The study will investigate practical and cost-effective alternatives for widening and 
reconstruction of the current bridge, to accommodate future traffic volumes and enhanced pedestrian, buggy 
and cycling facilities. The study will focus heavily on options for traffic management during reconstruction of 
the bridge, in recognition of the significant negative impacts that an extended closure of Northfield Drive 
would have on the community. The aesthetics of the bridge and surrounding area will also play an important 
role in the study evaluations. 

The Process:

The study will be conducted in accordance with Schedule “C” 
requirements as outlined in the Municipal Engineers Association 
"Municipal Class Environmental Assessment," (October 2000, as 
amended to 2015). This is an approved process under the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act. The Class EA process includes 
public/external agency consultation, an evaluation of alternative 
solutions and alternative design concepts, an assessment of potential 
impacts associated with the proposed improvements, and development 
of measures to mitigate identified impacts. 

Comments: 

Consultation with interested parties, including the public, businesses, 
and technical or regulatory agencies will form an integral part of this 
Class EA study to identify and address interests within the study area. A 
minimum of two public consultation centres will be held during the study 
to provide opportunities to meet with the project team, learn about the study, and to share feedback. Upon 
completion of the study, an Environmental Study Report will be prepared and made available for public review 
and comment.

We want to hear from you. If you have any questions or concerns within the study area, want to know 
more about the study, or would like to join the project mailing list, please contact the project team:

Ken Brisbois, C.Tech     
Project Manager Transportation
Design & Construction
Region of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 6th Floor
Kitchener, ON., N2G 4J3
Phone: (519) 575-4606
Email: kbrisbois@regionofwaterloo.ca

Study information will be posted on the Region of Waterloo’s website: 
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/living-here/resources/Documents/Future-Construction/DC_05954_InfoSheet.pdf. 

Check for an upcoming project info webpage at www.engagewr.ca/regionofwaterloo where there will be the 
ability to receive email notifications of project information updates.

All comments and information provided become part of the consultation process and are being collected to 
assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision when considering design alternatives for the superstructure 
replacement of the Scheifele Bridge. All submissions will become part of the public record files for this matter. 
Personal information collected is under the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001 and in compliance with the 
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990. Questions about the collection of 
personal information should be directed to Ken Brisbois, Project Manager at kbrisbois@regionofwaterloo.ca or 
519-575-4606.

Garry Leveck, P.Eng
Senior Project Manager
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
100-300 Hagey Boulevard
Waterloo, ON., N2L 0A4
Phone : (519) 579-4410 
Alternate: (519) 240-3686
Email:  garry.leveck@stantec.com

Date of Notice: May 14, 2020

signs posted by the compa-
ny have been removed by 
the public, Pidgeon said.

Rockway hired private 
security to patrol its land 
on the first weekend of 
May, though people con-
tinued to show “blatant 
disregard” for closure of 
the area and trespassing 
signs. On May 2 alone, 154 
vehicles were turned away 
by security, he added.

In aerial photos provided 
to council, the company 
indicated cars use three 
sites on Rockway land as 
parking lots.

While sympathetic to the 
issue, township officials 
opted to stay with the sta-
tus quo, with perhaps some 
stepped-up enforcement.

Clerk Val Hummel said 
the township is aware of 
the problems with tres-
passing on Rockway’s land, 
the church lot, the GRCA 
site and township property, 
including the parking lot at 
the community centre.

“People feel it is their 
right ... to use the land,” 
she said in recommending 
against more barriers.

“People will find a way 
out there – the water draws 
them.”

Along with stronger 
temporary barriers, Rock-
way is also proposing a 
permanent closure of the 
road west of the church, 
with Pidgeon indicating 
the company is interested 
in a land swap with the 
GRCA that would include a 
new driveway into the con-
servation area. Under that 
plan, Rockway would buy 
the closed portion of Sny-
der’s Flats Road from the 
township, effectively join-

ing its properties on either 
side of the roadway.

Councillors remained 
open to hearing more, 
without embracing the 
concept.

The proposal prompted 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan to 
inquire about Rockway’s 
plans for the land as he 
questioned the sudden 
response to trespassing 
concerns.

“Is this a recent prob-
lem?” 

Pidgeon noted Rockway 
is concerned about poten-
tial liability issues, adding 
the trespassing hasn’t yet 
been a hindrance to the 
gravel operation.

On the development side, 
Pidgeon said Rockway has 
no plans today, nor in the 
foreseeable future, point-
ing out that the township’s 
settlement boundaries and 
the region’s countryside 
line restrictions both make 
development unlikely.

“I can’t say forever, but 
it’s a very, very long time.”

Coun. Larry Shantz 
asked if the company was 
still planning to restore 
the site back to farmland, 
with Pidgeon responding 
that the gravel pit is still in 
operation.

“The license is still active 
to a certain extent.

“I don’t know how many 
years of extraction are left,” 
said Pidgeon, noting the 
prospect of good farmland 
is slim. “I don’t think it’s 
very good agricultural 
land.”

Pidgeon said Rockway 
was planning to return at 
a later date with a more 
detailed proposal outlining 
the land swap and road 
closure.

 � TRESSPASSING: Landowner will 
submit long-term proposal for site

FROM 01

include Fred Penner, Leah 
Pinsent, Shaun Benson and 
local author Carolyn Huiz-
inga Mills.

Huizinga Mills is a Bre-
slau resident and author 
of the children’s book ‘The 
Little Boy Who Lived down 
the Drain.’ She has taken 
part in the series twice, 
both on March 28 and most 

recently May 7.
She says the reaction 

was great and comments 
were amazing from people 
who were engaging with 
the reading, with some 
even sending her photos 
of them and their kids as 
they’re “snuggled up under 
the blanket watching the 
reading.”

“Lots of authors are do-

ing these readings, it’s kind 
of like the way the singers 
are singing at home and 
still trying to share their 
craft with the audience,” 
said Huizinga Mills. “It’s 
just another way for people 
to interact – parents still 
have books and can read 
their kids bedtime stories, 
but maybe a more inter-
esting way to interact and 

have an author read them 
the story, or hear it in a 
different voice or do a little 
song with it.”

She says this is also ben-
eficial for authors to get 
their names out there and 
gain exposure they may 
not be getting otherwise 
for their books.

Each reading runs be-
tween 10 and 30 minutes; 

so far, videos average about 
1,000 views.

Zoethout says for the 
future of the series, they 
plan on working with the 
Guelph Public Library 
to expand and adapt to 
changes as things start to 
get back to normal. 

Currently, the series is 
taking a brief hiatus as 
Zoethout and her partner 

implement changes and 
get their continued line-
up of guests set. She says 
working with publishers 
and authors to get permis-
sion to read books will also 
take place during the time 
off.

To watch already aired 
episodes of ‘Bedtime Sto-
ries with ...’ visit their Face-
book page.

 � STORYTELLING: As with performers, authors are turning to online streams to maintain contact with their readers
FROM 03

Outlined area shows Rockway Holding's properties, with unauthorized parking 
locations marked as P1, P2 and P3.  [SUBMITTED]
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Exactly eight months to 
the day, Waterloo Region-
al Police arrested two 
suspects who went on 
something of a vandalism 
spree in Elmira last Sep-
tember 6.

On May 6, a 22-year-old 
woman and 24-year-old 
man were each charged 
with three counts of mis-

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

MAY 1

 ■ 9:39 AM | Waterloo Regional 
Police responded to the area of 
Erbs Road in Wilmot Township, 
where a vehicle had left the 
roadway and struck a tree. No 
one was injured, but the driver, 
a 29-year-old woman, was 
charged with ‘careless driving.’ 

 ■ 1:20 PM | Police responded 
to Northfield Drive East and 
Line 86 east of Elmira for a 
collision involving two vehi-
cles. One of the vehicles failed 
to stop for a red light and 
struck the oncoming vehicle. 
One of the drivers was taken 
to hospital as a precaution. 
The driver of the pickup 
truck, a 72-year-old man, was  
charged with ‘disobey red 
light – fail to stop.’

 ■ 3:22 PM | No one was 
injured when a vehicle struck 
a tree on Earl Martin Drive 
in Elmira. Police report that 
a mechanical malfunction is 
believed to have caused the 
vehicle to leave the roadway. 
No charges were laid.

 ■ 6:41 PM | Waterloo Re-
gional Police responded to the 
area of Splint Road and Side 
Road 16 in Woolwich Township 
for an animal complaint. Police 
received reports that two large 
dogs were chasing people 
on bicycles. Police arrived on 
scene and located the dogs. 
The owner was advised to 
keep the dogs on her property. 
No injuries were reported.

 ■ 11:00 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police charged a 
19-year-old male with ‘failure 
to stop after an accident 
causing death’ in connection 

Police arrest two for Elmira graffiti spree last fall

chief in connection with 
incidents of graffiti, in-
cluding spray-painting a 
mural on the side of the 
Home Hardware store on 
Church Street, as well as 
public property throughout 
the town.

The content of the graf-
fiti that covered the mural 
was graphic and slander-

ous, one tag displaying the 
phrase “Queen steals from 
taxpayers” and some of the 
images spray painted de-
picting genitalia. 

Constable Ashely Diet-
rich estimated the dam-
ages to be approximately 
$1,000 in clean-up and 
repair costs.

“Each company cleaned 

up their own costs, but I 
think the businesses are 
seeking restitution as part 
of the overall investiga-
tion through court,” she 
said. 

The vandalized proper-
ties include the former Riv-
erside PS school building 
and a generating station, 
along with the mural. 

to a fatal hit-and-run collision 
that occurred north of Elmira. 
An 18-year-old cyclist had been 
struck by a dark grey Chevrolet 
Sonic on Arthur Street North, 
near the intersection of Reid 
Woods Drive. The driver of the 
vehicle initially stopped to offer 
assistance, however fled the 
scene. The male cyclist was pro-
nounced deceased at the scene.

MAY 2

 ■ 3:30 AM | Waterloo Region-
al Police responded to Arnold 
Street in Wilmot Township for a 
suspicious vehicle. While in the 
area police discovered a ship-
ping container on the property 
was pried open. Property was 
recovered at the scene.

 ■ 9:46 AM | Waterloo Re-
gional Police received a report 
that three vehicles that were 
parked in the area of King 
Street North in St. Jacobs were 
entered overnight. A wallet 
along with personal property 
were taken from the vehicles. 
Police remind motorists to 
lock their vehicles and take 
valuables inside after receiv-
ing several reports of thefts 
from vehicles. If someone has 
entered your vehicle and has 
stolen your property, file a 
police report by visiting wrps.
on.ca. If there is any evidence 
left behind, including property 
belonging to the suspect, call 
police at 519-570-9777. 

MAY 3

 ■ 10:16 AM | A resident of 
Dunke Street North in Elmira 
reported that her validation 
sticker was stolen from her 
licence plate. The timeframe 
of the theft remains unknown, 

and there are no suspects. 

 ■ 6:51 PM | Emergency 
services responded to 
Herrgott Road and Church 
Street in Wellesley Township 
for a single-vehicle collision 
involving an ATV.  An adult and 
child were thrown from the 
ATV when the driver failed to 
stop for a stop sign and lost 
control. Both occupants were 
transported to hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries. 

MAY 4

 ■ 9:43 AM | Rebel Creek 
Golf course reported property 
damage to a golf green. It is 
believed the incident occurred 
overnight. The suspects have 
been identified. 

MAY 6

 ■ 4:22 PM | Waterloo Re-
gional Police responded to the 
area of Line 86 in Wellesley 
Township after a vehicle left 
the roadway and struck a hy-
dro pole. The driver, a 19-year-
old woman, was charged with 
‘careless driving.’ No injuries 
were sustained.

MAY 9

 ■ 8:00 PM | A Wellington 
County OPP officer was mon-
itoring traffic and conducting 
radar on Wellington Road 
7 near Side Road 10 in the 
Township of Centre Wellington 
when they observed a vehicle 
travelling northbound at a 
speed that appeared to be 
well above the posted 80 
km/h speed limit. The vehicle 
was locked on radar in excess 
of 145 km/h. While speaking 
with the two occupants, police 

observed drug paraphernalia 
and drug residue in plain view 
and they were placed under 
arrest. The driver attempted 
to resist arrest before being 
seated in the rear of the police 
vehicle. While searching the 
passenger’s belongings, 
police located fentanyl and 
stolen cheques, some of which 
were forged. Police searched 
the vehicle and located a 
prohibited weapon as well as 
methamphetamine and fen-
tanyl. A 22-year-old woman of 
no fixed address was charged 
with ‘racing a motor vehicle,’ 
‘possession of an opioid,’ ‘pos-
session of methamphetamine,’ 
‘resist arrest’ and ‘unautho-
rized possession of a weapon.’ 
The accused is scheduled to 
appear at the Ontario Court of 
Justice – Guelph on July 31. 
Her vehicle and driver’s licence 
were seized for a period of 
seven days as per statute. A 
30-year-old man, also of no 
fixed address, was charged 
with ‘possession of an opioid,’ 
three counts of ‘possession of 
property obtained by a crime,’ 
three counts of ‘possession of 
forged document with intent’ 
and ‘fail to comply with proba-
tion order.’ He is scheduled to 
appear at the Ontario Court of 
Justice – Guelph on July 31 to 
answer to their charges.

MAY 11

 ■ 6:53 AM | A single-vehicle 
collision brought police to 
Hessen Strasse, between Moser 
Young and Hackbart roads, in 
Wellesley Township. The vehicle 
left the roadway and struck a 
hydro pole. No one was injured, 
but the driver, a 26-year-old 
male, was charged with ‘care-
less driving.’ 

Elmira firefighters responded to a Brookmead Street home May 6 after a Chrysler Pacifica caught on fire in the driveway. No injuries were report-
ed. [SEAN HEEGER]

something we must do at 
this time.”

While the details are 
still being worked out, a 
needs-tested program go-
ing beyond June is being 
discussed among munici-
pal treasurers in the region, 
said Petherick.

Currently, the program’s 
criteria would see it applied 
to property owners who 
have experienced financial 
hardship directly related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic 
due to loss of employment; 
temporary suspension/
reduction of pay; business 
revenue loss; or temporary 
business closure.

Businesses that had busi-
ness-interruption insur-
ance that covers property 
taxes or that had received 
federal or provincial fund-
ing for such payments 
wouldn’t be eligible, said 
Petherick.

The idea is to help those 
suffering hardships given 
the economic downturn, 
with the township taking a 
financial hit as a result.

“Depending on the num-
ber of applications ... this 
could be onerous on us,” 
he said.

The third and fourth in-
stallments  property taxes 
are due in August and Oc-
tober. Under the applica-
tion-based deferral, those 
dates could be extended 
to October and December, 
respectively.

“We may well take you 
up on that,” said Brian 
Smith of the Waterloo Rod 
and Gun Club of the appli-
cation-based process. 

He had joined the online 
discussion with a presen-

tation requesting a deferral 
of property taxes, noting 
the facility has been closed 
since March 14, “with zero 
income coming in.”

“The current timeline 
for reopening the club for 
events is unknown, depen-
dent upon government 
direction. Consequently all 
of our events through June 
30 has either been can-
celled or face cancellation. 
This means we have no ex-
pectation of being able to 
earn revenue until at least 
July,” Smith noted, adding 
the club had laid off all of 
its employees.

Even when the club is 
allowed to reopen, there 
will be costs to deal with 
COVID-19 measures, in-
cluding dividers, personal 
protective equipment and 
rearranging the two event 
rooms to maintain physical 
distancing. The spacing 
issues, he said, would take 
rooms that would typically 
have a capacity of 200 peo-
ple down to about 60.

“That’s a dramatic re-
duction in what we can 
make for an event,” said 
Smith.

“We’re doing our very 
best to manage, but it’s 
very difficult.”

Addressing correspon-
dence from the Town of 
Midland, which is seeking 
federal funding to waive 
much of this year’s prop-
erty taxes for its residents, 
Merlihan asked if the idea 
had been discussed in the 
region.

“I don’t think we’re going 
to be holding our breath 
that the feds are going to 
do that for municipalities,” 
said Petherick.

 �DEFFERALS: Woolwich looking at 
extended application-based program 

FROM 03

COVID-19 nationwide, with 
5,209 related deaths. Some 
1,163,816 Canadians have 
been tested for the virus.

In Waterloo Region, 
Wang announced a new 
link on the Public Health 
Region of Waterloo website 
to the E-health Centre of 
Excellence. The link pro-
vides online coronavirus 
self-assessment and works 
to connect people with 
primary care workers if it 
is believed that they have 
symptoms of the virus. 

 �OUTBREAK: Virtual assessments 
now available in through Public Health

FROM 04 “It’s been trialled in oth-
er areas before us and it has 
worked well it’s actually 
based on the same tool that 
the province uses,” she said 
of the tool, adding it is un-
likely to be overwhelmed 
by the public flocking to 
the site. 

What distinguishes this 
launch for the region is 
that residents are now able 
to connect to a primary 
care physician and be as-
sessed virtually, being sent 
for testing if needed, said 
Wang.

Take picture.
Upload.
Win.
Support a local 
business.
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Economic crisis shines a light on property taxes
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

Woolwich council’s dis-
cussion this week of 
support for residents 

dealing with the coronavirus-re-
lated economic hardships un-
derscores a larger problem faced 
by all municipalities: deferrals 
only put off the pain rather than 
addressing people’s ability to pay 
property tax.

Already somewhat regressive 
in that they disproportionately 
hurt lower-income residents, who 
pay more of their incomes for 
housing – and associated taxes – 
than do wealthier residents, prop-
erty taxes don’t reflect people’s 
ability to pay.

By comparison, the income 
taxes that people pay will slide in 
proportion to the economic hit 
they take: lower income, lower 
taxes. To a certain extent that 
applies to sales taxes: buy less, 
pay less. In both cases, federal 

and provincial coffers take a hit, 
but the tax burden is lessened for 
those hurt most by the recession. 

Both the federal and provincial 
government have been hit with a 
double whammy in that revenues 
are down markedly and spending 
has soared thanks to a variety of 
income-replacement and similar 
welfare programs. That spending 
is fuelled by debt. 

In Ottawa, the Parliamentary 
Budget Officer predicts the fed-
eral budget deficit will be 252 
billion in this fiscal year, a tenfold 
increase from the previous year. 
But analysis has shown that a 
short-term hit can be tackled 
post-recovery without large 
cuts to services or tax increases, 
thanks in large part to borrowing 
costs that currently amount to 
about a third of a penny on the 
dollar. 

Whether we see sound fiscal 

management of the resultant 
debt remains to be seen, but 
there’s a chance to avoid too 
much short- and medium-term 
pain, barring a protracted crisis 
and even more borrowing, an 
assumption that would preclude 
corporate bailouts and massive 
handovers to municipalities, who 
are already angling for assistance 
from senior levels of government.

Municipal governments are 
precluded by provincial law from 
running deficits, and don’t have 
the borrowing power Ottawa 
does. So if they’re going to tackle 
the regressive nature of property 
taxes – say by reducing taxes 
commensurate with the length of 
the downturn for those hit hard-
est – the savings are going to have 
to come by cutting spending this 
year. Operating budgets are the 
obvious target.

To date, however, there’s been 

no discussion of sharing the pub-
lic’s pain in that regard. It’s an 
ideal time to take a look at spend-
ing, determining what’s essential 
and what can be cut to the pub-
lic’s advantage.

In Woolwich, for instance, 
there have been some cuts, 
particularly in the recreation 
department where facilities have 
been shuttered and programs 
cancelled. Overall, there’s a rec-
ognition that revenues are down 
and costs have to be adjusted 
accordingly. Along with low-level 
layoffs, measures under consid-
eration include putting off some 
planned spending for this year.  
The discussion hasn’t extended 
to waiving property taxes, which 
would require deeper cuts.

While municipalities have 
been requesting more financial 
assistance from Ottawa and 
Queen’s Park, transfers have 

typically been going down – in a 
related vein, local shares of gas-
oline taxes will reflect a drop in 
demand – and the financial bind 
up the food chain is likely to lead 
to more of that.  The scenario we 
can expect to see goes like this: 
the federal government cuts 
transfer payments to the provinc-
es as it brings its own spending 
under control; the provinces 
make their own cuts to cope with 
decreased revenues, necessitat-
ing cuts to the municipalities; 
municipalities find far fewer 
grants and supports coming from 
Queen’s Park, they’re forced to 
find savings in their budgets 
– perhaps by trimming the fat 
they’ve accumulated over the last 
few years. 

Some hard choices may have to 
be made. The sooner that conver-
sation starts, the easier it may be 
to set priorities.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

I t’s hard being born 
Canadian if your 
ambition is to be a 

real-life version of movie 
tough guy Jean-Claude 
Van Damme (Blood Sport, 
Death Warrant, Universal 
Soldier, Last Action Hero). 
The same goes for being 
Belgian, of course, but Van 
Damme just wanted to be 
in the movies.

Jordan Goudreau want-
ed the real thing, and 
joining the Canadian army 
reserves while studying 
computer science at the 
University of Calgary 
didn’t quite do it for him. 
So he moved to the United 
States and joined the Green 
Berets, which provides a 
much better mix of der-
ring-do, martial arts, and 
exotic foreigners to kill. 
(Sudden Death, Die Fast 

The fantasy life of 
Jordan Goudreau

Die Furious, 6 Bullets, Kill 
‘Em All).

Goudreau was not a 
fake. He did several tours 
in Afghanistan and Iraq 
killing real people, and by 
all accounts was a brave 
and competent soldier. But 
action heroes have early 
expiry dates. 

At 60, Jean-Claude Van 
Damme is doing self-mock-
ing tough-guy commercials 
for Coors Light. Goudreau’s 
luck ran out in 2016, when 
he was injured in a para-

Victoria Day may be the unofficial kickoff to summer, but what kind of summer will it be?

“Despite ‘murder hornets’ posing little near-term 
danger here, bees live in a world akin to a dys-
topian plot line worthy of Hollywood media hype 
– and they aren't threatened by one clear villain.” 
There are bigger threats to bees than giant hor-
nets, including pesticides and habitat loss, notes 
David Suzuki.

56% of Canadians say COVID-19 is having a negative 
impact on their mental health, with social isolation 
the top contributing factor. COVID-19 is having a 
greater negative impact on the mental health of 
women (62%) compared to men (49%). As to what 
Canadians feel is contributing to their mental health 
challenges, a majority cite social isolation (66%).
Sun Life survey
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

A quick recovery from economic downturn appears unlikely

H ealth concerns still 
dominates the story of 
the novel coronavirus, 

but the economic impacts of the 
resultant lockdown are more 
than a passing consideration. 
And we’re already looking be-
yond the crisis to the life-after 
phase.

So much remains unknown, 
however. We don’t have a han-
dle on COVID-19, let alone the 
complicated web of events that 
emerged from the virus and the 
political decision to issue stay-
at-home orders. The economic 
collapse that followed wasn’t a 
surprise, though there was no 
precedent to give us an idea what 
would happen, and even less 
information to go on when try-
ing to predict when and how the 
economy will recover.

Nobody creating an economic 
model of a sudden shuttering of 
most businesses and the ensuing 
job losses would have predicted 
there’d be a real-world example to 
study. Economists are now awash 
in data that will undoubtedly be 
studied for years to come. Right 
now, they’re trying to make sense 
of the numbers, and perhaps for-
mulating a few predictions about 
what happens next.

Economists can draw on 
past recessions to make some 
educated guesses about what 
this recovery will look like, but 
there’s a caveat: this downturn is 
self-imposed. Where past reces-
sions could be traced to issues in 
the economy – the corruption of 
the financial services industry 
that lead to a housing crash in 
2008, for instance – this time it’s 
about governments forcing busi-
nesses to close in order to slow 
the spread of a virus. But there’s 
no simple on/off switch in the 
economy.

For University of Waterloo eco-
nomics professor Joel Blit, theo-
ries about what might occur are 
likely to be different in practice. 
Last week’s latest numbers from 
Statistics Canada’s Labour Force 
Survey have provided reams of 
data to help get a handle on the 

reality of the situation.
“A lot of people are hoping for 

a V-shaped recovery, and the fact 
that ... there was, in theory, noth-
ing fundamentally wrong with 
the economy to begin with, we 
might be able to just sort of open 
back up and go right back to it,” 
he says. “The Labour Force Sur-
vey does show that there are a lot 
of people who lost their jobs, but 
they’re temporarily laid off. So, 
in theory, they expect to be going 
right back to work. In theory. In 
practice, what’s going to happen? 
I have no idea.”

Fellow UW economics profes-
sor Mikal Skuterud is also skep-
tical about a quick recovery to 
match the quick downturn.

“I find it hard to believe when 
talking to people talking about 
a V-shaped recession that we’re 
just going to come right back 
to where we were. I just can’t 
possibly imagine that – there 

are so many adjustments being 
made on labour supply and the 
demand side, that I just can’t see 
that right now.”

What we do know is that unem-
ployment numbers jumped dra-
matically in April. The Stats Can 
figures from last week show the 
unemployment rate rose 5.2 per-
centage points in April to 13 per 
cent. That spike came on the 
heels of an increase of 2.2 per-
centage points in March. Since 
stats were first tracked in 1976, 
April’s unemployment rate was 
second only to the 13.1 per cent in 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

December 1982.
Worse still, the agency notes 

the current rate would be 17.8 
per cent if adjusted to reflect 
those who were not counted as 
unemployed for reasons spe-
cific to the COVID-19 economic 
shutdown. During the week of 
April 12, 1.1 million people were 
not in the labour force but had 
worked recently and wanted to 
work. They were not counted as 
unemployed but were counted as 
not in the labour force because 
they did not look for work, with 
Stats Can attributing that to on-
going business closures and very 
limited opportunities to find 
new work.

Even with governments easing 
some restrictions in a gradual 
effort to reopen economies, the 
unknowns remain a large barrier 
to recovery.

“There’s still going to be a 
lot of uncertainty. So there’s 

going to be uncertainty around 
whether there’s going to be 
a second wave. A third wave, 
there’s going to be uncertainty 
around whether it’ll be a future 
virus. There’s going to be un-
certainty around how quickly 
consumer spending is going to 
recover. If you’re a firm, there’s 
going to be uncertainty around 
what governments are going 
to do and whether they will try 
and pay down the massive debt 
that they’ve incurred quickly 
or whether they’ll try and do it 
over a very long run. I just think 
there’s a massive amount of 
uncertainty all around. And so 
what does that mean for firms? 
It means that you’re probably 
not going to invest until you sort 
of know what’s on the horizon,” 
says Blit.

A labour economist, Skuter-
ud notes that while the current 
downturn has many of the 
hallmarks of a traditional de-
mand-side recession – simply 
put, a weakened economy sees 
consumer spending drop, lead-
ing to job losses that, in turn, 
drops consumer spending, and 
so on – there’s also the coronavi-
rus to take into account. Simply 
opening up the economy doesn’t 
solve our health fears.

“There are health consider-
ations. We get caught up talking 
about the economy and we forget 
that there’s this virus out there. 
That’s something out there. It’s 
not just government’s imposing 
this (lockdown, reopening) to 
some extent. You could open up 
the economy and still not [get] a 
response, because people don’t 
want to go back to work. They 
don’t feel safe,” explains Skuterud.

Economics, at heart the study 
of human behaviour, has no 
precedent for a lockdown on this 
scale, nor for determining how 
we’ll react to reopening attempts 
with health threats still linger-
ing, and likely to continue hang-
ing around until there’s an ef-
fective vaccine. Until then, we’re 
all guinea pigs in a real-time 
experiment.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

chute accident and had to 
retire from his beloved Spe-
cial Forces at the age of 40.

Nobody offered him 
any beer commercials, 
and his great idea to sell 
the services of military 
veterans to schools to stop 
mass shooters – parents 
would pay a subscription 
of $8.99 a month  – didn’t 
fly. So he ended up doing 
what washed-up American 
action heroes always do: 
he went to Latin America 
(Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid, The Magnif-
icent Seven, etc.).

Specifically, he went 
to Colombia. Having set 
up a ‘security company’ 
called Silvercorp in Florida, 
he got in touch with the 

Venezuelan congressional 
leader who claims to be 
the legitimate president, 
Juan Guaidó, offering to 
overthrow Nicolás Maduro 
(who actually lives in the 
presidential palace).

This would be done in 
the time-honoured way, 
by recruiting and training 
exiles and mercenaries 
who would go in, attack 
the regime, and trigger a 
mass uprising. (Think the 
1961 Bay of Pigs invasion 
of Cuba, only successful.) 
And for about two weeks 
last October, Guaidó was 
tempted.

He even signed a 
$213-million contract 
with Goudreau’s Sil-
vercorp for unspecified 
“general services,” but he 

cancelled the contract in 
early November. Maybe 
Guaidó is not quite as 
gullible as he seems, or 
maybe he just remem-
bered that hiring foreign-
ers to overthrow your 
country’s government, 
even in the name of de-
mocracy, is a bad look.

Anyway, that was the end 
of the grand plan, but Gou-
dreau didn’t quit. The U.S. 
government had recently 
declared Maduro a ‘narco-
terrorist’ (whatever that is), 
and put a $15 million price 
on the Venezuelan dicta-
tor’s head. So Goudreau’s 
Plan B was to send in a 
crack team (they’re always 
called ‘crack teams’) to cap-
ture Maduro, airlift him out 
of the country, and collect 

the reward.
By now Venezuela’s 

intelligence service and 
practically everybody else 
knew about Goudreau’s 
plan. Associated Press 
even ran a story about it 
on May 1, quoting associ-
ates of Goudreau as saying 
he was “in way over his 
head.” But before we get 
to the end of the story, a 
brief pause to contemplate 
the equally spectacular 
incompetence of the other 
side.

By late March the Vene-
zuelan government was on 
hair-trigger alert for Gou-
dreau’s planned raid, and 
on the 30th the Venezuelan 
navy spotted a Canadi-
an-owned cruise-ship, the 
RCGS Resolute, stopped off 

 �DYER:  Venezuelan incident tells the tale of a would-be action-movie hero, but turns into a comedy of errors
FROM 08 the Venezuelan island of 

Tortuga. So the navy patrol 
ship Naiguatá ordered the 
ship to proceed to port for 
inspection.

Resolute didn’t move, 
because it couldn’t. It had 
already suffered some me-
chanical failure and put 
out a warning that it was 
‘not under command.’ But 
the Venezuelans thought 
it was stalling, and after 
firing some shots at or near 
the cruise-ship, it started 
ramming it repeatedly 
on the starboard bow, ap-
parently trying to force it 
around in the right direc-
tion.

Now, Naiguatá was not 
some little speedboat; it 
was a 90-metre steel ship 
with a crew of 44 and a 

helicopter on the aft deck. 
But Resolute has four times 
the displacement and its 
hull is ice-strengthened for 
cruising in polar waters. 
Ramming it was like run-
ning at a brick wall again 
and again with your head, 
hoping to make an impres-
sion. Eventually, the Naig-
uatá just sank.

Another ship picked up 
its crew, and eventually 
Resolute got underway 
again. It’s now parked in 
Curaçao, and no, there 
weren’t any mercenaries 
aboard. No passengers of 
any kind, in fact.

And finally, the tragi-
comic end. A few dozen 
volunteers and mercenar-
ies tried to land on the Ven-
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Name Town Phone Website
Take 
Out

Deliver
Special
Hours

Online 
Order

Elmira Tandoori Grill Elmira 519-210-3333 elmiratandoorigrill.com ■ Call Ahead

Never Enough Thyme Elmira 519-669-0374 neverenougthyme.ca ■ To Porch Call Ahead

Dyer Sweets Elmira 519-841-9932 dyersweets.com ■ 9am-5pm ■

Kitchen Kuttings Cafe Elmira 519-578-6400 kitchenkuttings.com
eweber@kitchenkutting.com

■ ■ email 
order

Central Tavern Elmria 519-669-9028 thecentraltavern.business.site ■ Call Ahead

Tien Lee Restaurant Elmira 519-669-2820 tienlee.com ■ Reg. Hours

Chef Du�  at RiverSong Hawkesville 519-500-1715 chefdu� .ca ■ Call Ahead

The 86 Wallenstein 519-901-2105 the86.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Elmira Donuts & Deli Elmira 519-669-5353 ■ 6am-4pm

Little Gyros Greek Grill Breslau 519-648-4976 www.littlegyrosgreek.ca ■ ■ Call Ahead ■

Pita Pit Elmira 519-669-3333 www.pitapit.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Harvey's | Swiss Chalet Elmira 519-669-4640 www.swisschalet.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Twice The Deal Pizza Elmira 519-669-4777 twicethedealpizza.com/ ■ ■ Reg. Hours ■

Palm Pizza Elmira 519-669-5200 ■ ■ Reg. Hours

The Grill on the Green Elmira 519-669-1652 thegrillrestaurant@gmail.com ■ Reg. Hours ■

Bonnie Lou's Cafe Floradale 519-669-2142 ■ Call Ahead

Harvest Moon Restaurant St. Jacobs 519-664-2373 harvestmoonrestaurant.ca ■ Call Ahead

LOCAL EATSLOCAL EATS
Support local. Our local eateries are still ready to feed you and your families.

Food Services and Small Business in Woolwich or Wellesley Township can be included free of charge by fi lling out  online forms.

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL
Support local. Our small businesses need your support now, more than ever.Name Town Phone Website Deliver

Special
Hours

Online 
Order

Foot Foundation Elmira 519-669-3030 footfoundation.ca Call Ahead

BH Business Consulting Elmira 519-500-9449 Pickup Call Ahead

Farmer's Plus Elmira 519-669-5475 farmersplus.ca ■ 9am-5pm ■

Brian's Photo Elmira 519-210-0608 briansfotosource.ca Curbside Reg. Hours ■

Home Hardware Elmria 519-669-5537 homehardware.ca ■ Reduced ■

Creature Comfort Pet Empor. St. Jacobs 519-664-3366 creaturecomfort.ca ■ Reg. Hours

Green Valley Health & Herbs Elmira 519-669-1480 greenvalleyhealth.ca ■ Call Ahead

Ear and Hearing Clinic Elmira 519-669-4425 earandhearingclinic.com Call Ahead ■

Magnolia's of St. Jacobs St. Jacobs 519-648-3464 Insta & FB @magnoliasofstjacobs Curbside Call Ahead ■

Quilter's Nine Patch Elmira quiltersninepatch@gmail.com Curbside Email order

Pet Valu Elmira 519-669-1350 petvalu.com/location/2334 Curbside Reg. Hours

The Crack Specialists St. Jacobs 519-746-6611 thecrackspecialists.com Call Ahead

Funk Music Lessons Elmira funkmusic.ca Online music lessons, piano, guitar & more

Elmira Home Comfort Elmira 519-669-4600 elmirahomecomfort.com ■ Call Ahead

Bauman Printing Elmira 519-669-2540 jimbel@rogers.com ■ Reg. Hours

Village Pet Food Shoppe Elmira 519-6694374 villagepetfoodshoppe.ca ■ Call Ahead

Sandelli Massage Therapy Elmira 519-669-3494 kristasandellimassagetherapy.com Discounted gift certs by email

St. Clements Heart & Home   St. Clements 519-699-5411    LetUsFloorYou.ca Call Ahead

Woolwich Total Health Pharmacy Elmira 519-669-8282    thpharmacy.com ■ Reg. Hours

Reality Bytes Elmira 519-669-5551 realitybytescomputers.com  ■ Reg. Hours

Schelters Elmira 519-669-2201   schelters.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Schmidt's Bulk Panry & More Wellesley 519-656-3400 ■ Reg. Hours

Miller's Stone Store Heidelberg 519-699-5200 jfm.ca ■ Reg. Hours

W.C. Brown and Sons Elmira 519-669-1152 brownsmenswear.com Call Ahead ■

Spark Creative Arts and Events Elmira sparkarts.org ■ Reg. Hours ■

MCC Thrift & Gift Elmira 519-669-8475 elmirathrift.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Woolwich Physiotherapy Elmira 519-669-2578 woolwichphysio.ca Call Ahead ■

Floralane Farm Market Elmira 519-669-3154 Call in orders accepted Curbside Reg. Hours

Pamela Derksen Vocal Studio St. Jacobs 519-880-5625 pameladerksen.com Online vocal lessons

Brubacher Shoes Ltd Elmira 519-669-3349 Call Ahead

Busy Bee Quilts Elmira 519-669-3441 Curbside Call Ahead

■ ads.observerxtra.com/local-eats
■ ads.observerxtra.com/shop-local

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Open Tuesday-saturday

for take-out
Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche, 

Mac & Cheese, Potato Salad, Baking & More.

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-3, Fri. 8-6:30, Sat. 11:30-6:30

Roast Beef or Fish Dinner (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-o
rder

reQui
red

Fri.  3:30-6:30pm &
Sat. 11:30am - 6:30pm

ezuelan coast near Caracas 
a week ago. Six were killed, 
all the rest were arrested. 
Goudreau would have been 
there too –“He would have 
100% gone out in a blaze of 
gunfire because that's who 

he is,” said a friend – but he 
couldn’t leave Florida be-
cause of coronavirus travel 
restrictions.

Donald Trump denies 
any official U.S. involve-
ment, and for once I almost 
believe him.

DYER: U.S. denial of involvement
in the plot just might be believable
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MANY VOICES, ONE WOOLWICH 
COVID-19 COMMUNITY DIARIES

Heidi Wagner, 
Rural community health 

worker, Woolwich Commu-
nity Health Centre 

L ike all other commu-
nities, the Menno-
nite communities in 

Woolwich are taking Public 
Health recommendations 
seriously. All the schools 
have been closed for over a 
month and teachers have 
had to find creative ways to 
reach their students to con-
tinue with a modified les-
son plan. Children enrolled 
in the regional school 
system are getting their 
instructions via online 
learning and are expected 
to complete weekly assign-
ments at home. 

However, children at-
tending parochial Menno-
nite schools do not have 
access to computers and 
those teachers have had to 
find constructive ways to 
reach their pupils. From 
what I have heard from the 
teachers, they have devised 
a method of preparing in-
dividual lessons for each 
child that will be picked 
up at the teacher’s porch, 
local farm shed depot or 
delivered to their mailbox 
once a week. The children 
are to complete the lessons 
in math, reading, grammar 
and spelling, which will be 
dropped off for the teach-
er to mark after a week’s 
time. This will happen every 
week until the end of their 
school year in mid-June, or 
until the ban is lifted. 

These schools usually 
have between 30 to 40 
students in attendance, 
but that would include all 
eight grades plus a few kin-
dergarten children. These 
teachers need to create 
assignments for each grade 
level. Parents are expected 
to help the children with 
their homework but teach-
ers have made themselves 
available by telephone 
every morning to answer 
specific questions. The 
teachers participate twice 
a week in a conference call 
which can include up to 
400 people, where they get 
directions and suggestions 
for interacting within their 
community. 

Church services have 
also been eliminated or 
modified to still spread the 
word of God. Sermons are 
being written and distrib-
uted for families to read 
individually instead of 
coming together as a com-
munity. A sermon may be 
delivered over the phone 
and a number of families 
can listen in at their homes 
during a conference call. 

This time of isolation 
and social distancing 
has been difficult for 
everyone. The spread of 
COVID-19 has to be curbed 
and people are trying to 
do their best to make this 
happen soon. The resolve 
and creativity within the 
Mennonite community 
show that they are willing 
to do their part to avoid the 
spread of this disease. 

You can contribute to Many 
Voices, One Woolwich visit:

ads.observerxtra.com/one-woolwich
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Many Voices,
One Woolwich

How to participate: Write a submission of no more than 300 words, and submit through The Observer webstie 
at: ads.observerxtra.com/one-woolwich/ by Tuesday noon. (All submissions will be edited for grammar and length.)

More information: Please contact Healthy Woolwich Community Events Steering Group (sub-group of WHC.) 
Clint Rohr, clintrohr@gmail.com or 519-664-2661 or Gebre Berihun, gberihun@wchc.on.ca

One story will be featured in The Observer weekly. All stories will be compiled online at www.healthywoolwich.org.

Woolwich Healthy
Communities

YOU ARE INVITED TO TELL YOUR, OR, YOUR FAMILY’S STORY, ON 
HOW COVID-19 IS TOUCHING YOUR LIFE. TOGETHER WE CAN CREATE 

A COMMUNITY DIARY FOR THIS TIME IN WOOLWICH’S HISTORY.
You may be a child, teenager, young adult, parent, grandparent, essential worker, business 
owner, teacher, new to Woolwich or from another country, musician, poet, counsellor or pastor,  
community agency administrator, doctor, nurse, neighbour, PSW, farmer, university student, 
whoever, we want to hear your story. Some of us do have anxiety, hurts and disappointments 
and we can share them. Also, you may see this as a time of reflection and renewal. We want to 
read your story with compassion, knowing “we are all in this together”. We need to hear your 
voice as one of many who make up the many links in the chain of our supportive community.

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

WE ARE
OPEN!

Thank you for your continued support in this 
difficult time. 

We appreciate your patience as we work to fill 
higher than normal demand.

We will be closed Thursday May 21 for Ascension 
Day and will  reopen on Friday at 8 a.m. 

I once read that Leonar-
do da Vinci slept five 
hours a night – which 

I find hard to believe, since 
they did not have sleep 
apps to monitor these 
things back then. If this 
is true, however, it was 
probably because he had a 
puppy. 

This is something that no 
one tells you when they are 
trying to coax you into buy-
ing that cute little bundle 
of joy. Yet, it is absolutely 
the case, which is why I 
believe puppies should 
come with the warning la-
bel, Caution: Will destroy 
sleep patterns.

My own puppy, Rosie, ar-
rived last week and, in that 

Learning to let sleeping dogs lie
short time, I have taught 
her how to come when 
called, go to the potty out-
side, and retrieve training 
dummies fairly consistent-
ly. In turn, she has taught 
me never to take sleep for 
granted again. 

Like all new pups, Rosie 
has only two speeds – full 
out and sleep. And she 
does both with incredible 
enthusiasm. 

Don’t get me wrong. Un-
like our cats, I do not regret 
welcoming her into our 
home for even a moment. 
I love her enthusiasm and 
the joyful way she tackles 
every waking moment. 
Plus, I still harbour dreams 
of spectacular flushes and 

amazing retrieves.
I am just hoping I can 

be fully awake to witness 
them.

Rosie, I think, has fig-
ured this out – and being 
the considerate pup she is, 
has started to train me a 
little so that we can enjoy 
our time afield together 
even more. 

So I’m happy to say, if the 
last two days are any indi-

cation, I’ve finally learned 
to obey the nap command.

Basically, when Rosie 
wants me to nap, she sig-
nals me by sitting on my 
feet and whimpering a bit. 
Then, since I am condi-
tioned to pick her up, I do 
so. At this point, she looks 
at me with her big, olive 
eyes and then nuzzles her 
little nose under my chin 
and wiggles to get even 
tighter to me. 

Sensing she is tired, I 
take her to her dog bed and 
gently lay her down. Then, 
I try to slip away as she 
settles for what I hope is a 
long nap. But every time 
I do, she whimpers a little 
more. 

So I lie down beside her 
and she snuggles closer. 
Soon I think, “OK, she’s 
getting my body heat and 
she has settled down. I’ll 
just stay here until she dos-
es ...”

Half an hour later, Rosie 
will wake me and reward 
me for my obedience with 
a lick on the nose or per-
haps a gentle nip on the 
ear. And the look she gives 
me says, “Good boy!”

Like all competent train-
ers, she does not overdo 
it – at most, this happens 
three times a day. She is 
also consistent in the way 
she implements the com-
mand and will not take no 
for an answer.

Repetition, another hall-
mark of good training, is 
something, Rosie believes 
in too. That’s why she 
trains me like this every 
day and corrects my errors 
– snoring, for instance – as 
they occur. 

She does all this with a 
firm and steady paw and 
never loses her patience 
or gets frustrated if I don’t 
obey the first time. Instead 
she just praises me for 
getting it right when I do. 
Then, since we just got up, 
she takes me outside in 
case I have to go potty.

Rosie, like all puppies, 
knows you can teach an old 
dog new tricks. But only if 
he is tired enough.

STEVE GALEA
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

In operation as of  May 4 
after a week’s hiatus, the 
Conestoga Meat Packers 
plant in Breslau is working 
its way back to full capacity.

During the week off, the 
facility saw the installation 
of more than 150 dividers 
on the plant floor to sup-
port physical distancing. In 
that vein, additional break 
areas were installed, with 
plexiglass table dividers in 
place in all lunch rooms. As 
well, eye, nose and mouth 
coverings were instituted 
for every position, with 
thermal imaging equip-
ment in place to assist with 
temperature screening, the 
company said.

“During the week of 
closure, activities were 

Conestoga Meat Packers institutes new coronavirus 
measures, increases pay premium, upon reopening

centred on enhancing 
processes, procedures 
and facilities to provide 
maximum safety during 
the pandemic, as our first 
priority is keeping our em-
ployees safe while they are 
in the workplace,” the com-
pany said in a statement.

To date, there have been 
44 cases of COVID-19 
among Conestoga employ-
ees, a number that includes 
those who continue to 
self-isolate at home as well 
as those that are resolved 
and who have started to 
return to work.

When the plant closed 
for a week starting April 28, 
there were 11 cases among 
some 1,200 employees at 
the plant, with the addi-
tional cases identified later 
on due to priority testing 
of health-care workers and 

in long-term care facilities, 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, the re-
gion’s acting medical offi-
cer of health, said Friday.

Though the plant was up 
and running again on May 
4, it will be a while before a 
full complement is back at 
work, said Conestoga Meat 
Packers president Arnold 
Drung in an email.

“We don’t have everyone 
back yet and attendance 
is still somewhat variable 
due to a number of factors. 

We have installed barriers 
where physical distancing 
is challenging,” he said 
“[The] plant is not at full ca-
pacity yet – will be ramped 
up as staffing and market 
opportunities allow.”

When workers returned 
May 4, they found the com-
pany was paying a $4 per 
hour premium, doubling the 
“hero pay” bonus of $2 per 
hour that had been in place 
as of March 23. The increase 
was in line with what the 
province had announced for 
other frontline workers.

“This extra premium is 
recognition of the import-
ant work that our team is 
doing feeding the people 
of Ontario and keeping the 
Ontario farm and livestock 
sector in operation. They 
are Conestoga heroes,” said 
Drung.

FEEDING 'EM ON THE FRONTLINES

At the Maryhill Market on May 6, George Kanellis, along with his wife Tara and 
daughter Maria, made food for frontline workers at three local long-term care 
homes. [SEAN HEEGER]

A CMP employee in the required uni-
form for production.  [SUBMITTED]
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
fi ring? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Neinstein Personal Injury Lawyers this week an-
nounced the fi ling of a class action lawsuit against 
Chartwell Retirement Residences and Long Term Care 
Homes for their alleged failures in outbreak planning, 
precautions and response relating to COVID-19, 
which resulted in preventable resident deaths and 
unnecessary su� ering for their family members.
www.neinstein.com

As part of its COVID-19 relief e� orts, the province will 
allow licensed restaurants and bars to sell spirits with 
a food order at a lower price and is making it easier 
for cideries to sell directly to consumers. The price 
for whiskey, gin, rum and other spirits has been tem-
porarily reduced from the current licensee minimum 
price of $2 per ounce to $1.34. The measures are in 
place until Jan. 1, matching the duration of the tempo-
rary ability for bars and restaurants to sell alcohol with 
food for takeout and delivery.

LTC CLASS ACTION CHEAPER SHOTS

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Much of the world is 
mired in a recession not 
seen since the Great De-
pression. Canada is no ex-
ception, with jobless num-
bers taking a large jump 
over the last month, the 
unemployment rate hit-

Jeff and Jen Young have sold the former Elmira Bowl building, which is now being repurposed. [FILE PHOTO]

Building has already been sold to a new owner looking to repurpose the space

Elmira Bowl closes 
its doors for good

Jobs available for those looking despite pandemic

JOB SEARCH | 15

ting 13 per cent in April. 
There are still jobs to be 
had, however.

Some employers are 
looking to hire, though 
the job market is certainly 
unconventional just now, 
compounded by fears of 
the novel coronavirus. 
Some see frontline posi-
tions as a scary place to 

be, but there are resources 
available to assist those 
looking to work.

An application called 
Swob was launched by 
Alexander and Stephanie 
Florio back in 2007 with 
the goal of connecting 
students in search of part-
time work with employers 
looking to fill vacant po-

sitions.
 “Swob is a job app we 

created with a specific 
focus on students and 
younger jobseekers, and 
more of a focus on higher 
turnover industries like 
restaurants, retail and 
hospitality,” explained co-
founder Alexander Florio.

In today’s COVID-19 en-

vironment, more than 100 
employers are actively us-
ing Swob for recruitment. 
With more than 20,000 us-
ers on the app, Swob is an 
option for those looking 
for a job in those sectors. 
Even today, the app con-
tinues to see job postings 
and user activity.

“We still have seen a lot 

of users, and a lot of users 
have reached out to us 
wondering if employers 
will still be posting in this 
time. For us, it’s really 
important for employers 
to know we still have can-
didates looking for job op-
portunities, and we want 
to make sure our users 

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Already closed due to the 
pandemic and its owners 
looking for new opportu-
nies, a longstanding busi-
ness has wound down.

The owners of Elmira 
Bowl, a fixture in the town 
since its opening in the 
1960s, announced last 
week they were closing 
the doors for good.

Jeff Young, co-owner 
alongside his wife Jen, 
said he appreciates the 
concern and gratitude 
residents have expressed 
since the decision was 
made public. Some have 
even been throwing 
around the idea of launch-
ing a fundraiser to restart 
the company, but Young 
says COVID-19 is not the 
sole reason for the move. 

“It’s a chapter in our 
lives, and we are moving 
on to the next one. We 
came into this business 
not being from the com-
munity, [but] the support 
from the community itself 
and the friendships that 
we have made ... com-
ing into any community 
knowing you may not be 
welcome, that was never 
the case. The public bowl-
ing was awesome, but the 
friendships we made from 
the league bowlers every 
week were special. You’d 
wake on a Wednesday, and 
it’s like, ‘oh, I’m going to 
see so and so today.’ They 
always made it something 
to look forward to.”

Although the coronavi-

rus and the current lock-
down interfered in the 
Youngs’ process, they had 
already agreed to sell the 
building. 

“We were selling regard-
less,” he said.

“For us, we are in our 
40s, and I was here 70 
hours a week. We made 
the joke that out of 14 
days of a two-week period, 
I’d be here 13 and a half. 
And Jen works at the Toy-
ota plant. I come home 
at night, and if she is on 
days, she is sleeping, and 
if she is on nights, she’s 
at work. And she comes 
home if she’s on nights 
I’m sleeping, then if she 

FIELD NOTES

Tree planting is 
cool. So why not 

crop planting

A rguments over 
whether interna-
tional workers or 

homegrown Canadians 
should provide the labour 
to grow our crops and raise 
our livestock fizzle when 
the rubber hits the road. 

Many international 
workers dedicate the entire 
growing season to coming 
to Canada, leaving their 
families behind to work on 
farms here. 

In contrast, Canadians 
don’t want these jobs, even 
during times of high unem-
ployment like we’re in now.

The jobs require some 
skill development and can 
be extremely rewarding.

But they can also be re-
ally hard – similar to tree 
planting.

Tree planting is a Cana-
dian rite of passage for stu-
dents. On the down side, 
they tell tales of endless 
bugs, soaking rain and ex-
haustion. 

But still they flock to it, 
ready to accept the bad with 
the good … making decent 
money, hanging out with 
other young people, away 
from home, among nature.

Now, a group called 
Forests Recovery Canada, 
which calls itself the only 
non-profit organization in 
Canada that oversees all as-
pects of forest restoration, 
thinks people whose jobs 
have been lost as a result of 
the pandemic should con-
sider giving tree planting 
a shot.

The group is trying to 
remind us that while we’re 
busy focussing on the 
matter at hand, like social 

distancing and wondering 
how we’ll get our hands on 
a COVID-19 vaccine, nature 
marches on. 

Its appeal is based on 
helping the environment, 
giving back to trees be-
cause their blossoms feed 
bees that pollinate farm 
crops, and their leaves 
shade our homes, lower 
heating bills and increase 
property values. 

Forests also soak up ex-
cess water, mitigate flood-
ing, reduce soil erosion, 
and provide homes for 
wildlife, says the group.

And some trees will 
become paper (including 
toilet paper), furniture, 
art, musical instruments 
and building material for 
homes and office build-
ings – “all products that we 
need for our standard of 
living and daily wellbeing.”

The group says that 
during the 2020 federal 
election campaign, Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
committed to having Can-
ada plant two billion trees 
over the next decade.

Trudeau, it says, de-
scribed how trees sequester 
carbon and cool the planet.

So why not do something 
to improve the Earth and 
help revive the economy?

ROBERTS | 15

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

comes home from days, 
I’m working,” he said of 
the ongoing issues.

“I don’t want to say 
that it’s been a strain on 
our relationship, because 
it hasn’t. We get to that 
point, working seven days 
a week, 70 hours a week. 
It’s tough. For us, we just 
needed a change. It feels 
like life has been put on 
hold for a while. We want 
to be able to live our lives, 
and the bowling center 
has kind of held it back.”

Still, it wasn’t an easy 
decision. In fact, they ini-
tially had plans to expand, 
Young explained, noting 
that process was made 

more difficult by banking 
hurdles. 

“I always found we were 
fighting more with them 
than getting anywhere. 
It’s hard to run a business 
with your hands tied and 
not have the dream to be 
what you want it to be.”

The building has been 
sold, but what it’s next 
use is remains for the new 
owners to reveal, said 
Young.

“I know what their plans 
are, but it’s not my place 
to say what they are do-
ing. I know they are pretty 
excited about what they 
are going to do, but that’s 
their news.”
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What is social distancing?
Social distancing means avoiding close contact with others

to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and can include:

Keep a distance of 2 metres from others when going for walks or shopping for groceries

Avoiding non-
essential trips

in the community

regionofwaterloo.ca/COVID19
woolwich.ca/COVID19Subscribe to these

websites if you are
looking for regular

updates on COVID19

Limiting, postponing
or cancelling
gatherings

Working from
home, where

possible.

Conducting
meetings
virtually

Keeping kids
away from group

settings

Avoiding visits to
long-term care

homes and other
care settings

REDUCED 
HOURS

ENHANCED 
SANITIZATION

PLEXIGLASS 
SHIELDS

PHYSICAL 
DISTANCING

LET’S STAY SAFE TOGETHER

GET BACK INTO THE SWING 
OF SPRING AND PICK UP SOIL, 

SEEDS, AND PLANTS NOW.

GARDEN  
CENTRES  

ARE NOW OPEN

 
ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE

325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

519-669-2727

Staying HealthyStaying Healthy
Older Adults Have an Important Role to Play

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

D U R I N G  C O V I D - 1 9

If you need 
immediate help, 

please call HERE 24/7 
at 1 844 437 3247.  

Trained professionals 
are available to speak 

with you 24 hours 
a day, 7 days 

a week. 

Coping Well During Challenging Times
Many of us feel worried these days about our health and that of our friends and 
family. The future can seem uncertain. While some level of worry is normal; 
being worried and scared all the time is not.

Some of the signs of living with a high level of stress include;

• becoming easily frustrated or angered

• crying or other expressions of sadness

• having dif�culty concentrating or making decisions

• changes in the ability to get to or stay asleep

• increased consumption of alcohol, cannabis or other substances

Living with a high level of stress for an extended time can affect your overall 
health.  Please reach out to a trusted friend or family member. Call your family 
doctor if these feelings are becoming dif�cult to manage and are having a 
negative impact on your quality of life.

Stay
Safe —
Lead The Way

Remember reaching out is a sign 
of strength not weakness.  
Brighter days are ahead!   
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Please select Woolwich Observer in drop-down menu

www.ocnf.org

Help deliver independent
community journalism.
Newspapers are deemed an essential service in times like a 
COVID-19 pandemic, but it hasn’t been business as usual for The 
Observer. Nor is it for our many advertising clients in and around 
Waterloo Region. 

Studies demonstrate how communities with a local newspaper 
have better managed local governments, lower taxes,  more civic 
engagement, better voter turn-out and direct economic impact in 
our communities. “Each dollar spent on stories can generate 
hundreds of dollars in benefits to society,” says author James 
Hamilton in Democracy’s Detectives.

Our ability to tell our communities’ stories depends on the 
wellbeing of local business — we understand that many of our 
clients are under intense economic strain at this time.

Help two businesses with one donation.

We’re asking our readers to make a charitable donation from 
$5 - $100 (or any amount) to The Observer through the Ontario 
Community Newspaper Foundation. The Observer will match that 
donation amount towards a credit for a local business that you 
choose. A tax receipt for the donated amount will be supplied.

Ontario Community Newspaper Foundation

Thank you.

www.observerxtra.com/donate

You may also mail a cheque. Please make it payable to OCNF and 
include "Woolwich Observer" in Memo portion of the cheque. 

Ontario Community Newspaper Association
c/o OCNF - Woolwich Observer
37 Front Street East, Suite 200
Toronto, Ontario M5E 1B3 
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LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

OPEN FOR CURBSIDE PICKUP & DELIVERY

• IPADS • MACBOOKS

May Specials!
Acer 
Swift-1
Notebook

14” LCD, Pent-n5000
4GB x 64GB-SSD

$29999

APPLE MacBook Air

$49999

Intel i5 425ou, 
1.3 ghz 4 gig x 128 gig SSD

11" screen • Mojave OS
FROM

9999

Intel i5 425ou, 
1.3 ghz 4 gig x 128 gig SSD

11" screen • Mojave OS

Intel i5 5300u 2.3ghz, 8gig 
Ram, 256 SSD Hard Drive 
15.6" Screen, Windows OS

Lenovo
T550

$59999
Intel i5 5300u 2.3ghz, 8gig 
Ram, 256 SSD Hard Drive 

Lenovo
T550

$$5995995999999

Apple iPad Air-2Apple iPad Air-2

$24999
FROM64GB

WOW!

Dell-7020
Intel i5
Tower

$32999

Dell-7020

Special

8GB RAM, 500GB HD

Power Tower!
Intel i7 3.4GHz,16GB 
RAM, 512GB-SSD, 
Nvidia K620

Intel i7 3.4GHz,16GB 
RAM, 512GB-SSD, 
Nvidia K620

$59999

Special

UNLOCKED
iPhone - 6’s $16900

FROM

WOW!

Second
Location

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HPProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE
MacBookPro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-20 B Arthur St N.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

BESIDE THE OBSERVER www.realitybytescomputers.com

FREE
90 day trial!

We are offering a

EMAIL FOR DETAILS

dwalton@greaterkwchamber.com

know that employers are 
still looking for candidates 
for them.”

Swob is available 
through app stores for 
both iPhone and Android 
users, as well as from the 
website, www.swobapp.
com. They have been 
working directly with 
companies such as Mc-
Donald’s that continue 
to operate as an essential 
service.

Similar job banks also 
exist on sites such as In-
deed and Monster that 
help jobseekers connect 
with employers. Indeed 
allows for résumé post-
ing, as well as enabling 
some job applications to 
be as simple as a click of a 
mouse.

In the Region of Water-
loo, Lutherwood is also an 
option for people search-
ing for jobs. In pre-COVID 
times, they would offer 
résumé help and connect 
you with employers. Other 
job bank services exist, as 
well.

The province last month 
announced a $4 per hour 
wage increase for workers 
in vulnerable sectors such 

as long-term care and 
retirement homes. Such 
facilities have a dire need 
for support-staff workers, 

and many are offering 
training for part-time em-
ployees willing to work on 
the frontline. 

 � JOB OPENINGS: Long-term care and retirement homes 
are looking for frontline staff, and are willing to train

FROM 12

Plant trees!
“Millions of Canadi-

ans are out of work, and 
meanwhile, tree nurseries 
across Canada are growing 
millions of seedlings,” says 
registered professional 
forester Rob Keen, CEO of 
Forest Recovery Canada. 
“Jobseekers can be trained 
to plant these seedlings. 
This is an opportune time 
to mobilize the labour 
force, including our youth, 
with a national tree-plant-
ing strategy.”

He also claims tree 
planters can keep their 
distance if they so choose. 

They typically work apart, 
a minimum distance of two 
metres between each other. 

And finally, he adds that 
planting organizations 
across Canada prepared 
procedures identifying 
sanitation rules and pro-
tocols for planting crews 
to reduce the risk of 
COVID-19 transmission. 
Good stuff.

Forests Ontario, which is 
affiliated with Forest Recov-
ery Canada, says the 2.5-
ish million trees it plants 
annually creates about 300 
seasonal rural jobs.

That’s significant. On 
Tuesday, the Rural Ontario 

Institute issued a fact sheet 
on the rural employment 
impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, noting how rural 
women are experiencing 
the brunt of the job loss. 

The good news? Either 
gender can plant trees.

Admittedly, this is sea-
sonal work. And it’s a lot 
harder than doing nothing. 
But it has an allure for 
those who can handle it.

So does farm work. And 
now’s the time for the sec-
tor to make it seem alluring 
too – which it is. Seeing 
the fruits of your labour is 
gratifying. And the jobs are 
right around the corner.

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Businesses large and small 
are struggling to get by 
during the COVID-19 lock-
down. Government man-
dates on social distancing, 
along with the likes of re-
strictions on non-essential 
operations, reduced hours 
and staffing issues have 
created hurdles for all com-
panies, some of which have 
been shuttered completely.

To help businesses that 
have lost revenue, have had 
to lay off employees, or are 

 � ROBERTS: For those who want it, there'll be plenty 
of seasonal work coming out of the COVID-19 crisis

FROM 12

Giving businesses a hand during troubling times
Government creates new loans for companies struggling during the lockdown forced by coronavirus crisis

looking at other hardships 
that will affect their future, 
the federal government has 
launched two loan initia-
tives to help mitigate po-
tential repercussions that 
may be on the way because 
of the pandemic.

The Canada Emergency 
Business Account (CEBA) 
and the Canada Emergency 
Commercial Rent Assistance 
(CECRA) were announced 
and launched in April to 
help businesses that were 
struggling with non-deferra-
ble operating expenses and 
paying their rent.

“There are a lot of em-
ployers that know that we’re 
going to come through this 
and they’re working hard 
to keep people on payroll 
and the people that are 
doing that are going to be 
well positioned when the 
doors are opened,” said 
Kitchener-Conestoga MP 
Tim Louis. “We know that 
they’re going to need help 
to do that. In the meantime 
the fastest way to keep li-
quidity is to work with your 
local banks who you know 
and they know your situa-
tion. That allows (them) to 

get a business loan at zero 
interest (and) that’ll help 
carry over.”

Under the CEBA, busi-
nesses that had a total 2019 
payroll between $20,000 
and $1.5-million, would be 
able to access interest-free 
loans up to $40,000. This 
$25-billion program in-
tends to help small busi-
nesses and not-for-profits 
cover the cost of things 
like payroll, insurance 
and property taxes. Loans 
are applied for and dis-
bursed through financial 
institutions and cannot be 
used for the refinancing 
of existing debt, payments 
of dividends, or the in-
creasing of management 
compensation. Those who 
pay back the balance of the 
loan on or before Dec. 31, 
2022 will qualify for loan 
forgiveness of up to 25 per 
cent ($10,000). 

The CECRA will provide 
loans to qualifying com-
mercial property owners 
who cover 50 per cent of 
three months’ rent pay-
ments (April, May and 
June), for small business 
tenants affected by the 
COVID-19 crisis. Loans 
will be forgiven if the 
mortgaged property owner 

agrees to reduce the rent 
of afflicted small business-
es by at least 75 per cent 
under a rent forgiveness 
agreement. This will also 
include an agreement to 
not evict the tenant while 
the agreement is in place. 
The business tenant is ex-
pected to pay up to 25 per 
cent of the monthly rental 
cost for the three months 
the CECRA is providing 
relief.

Julie Kwiecinski, direc-
tor of provincial affairs for 
Ontario with the Canadian 
Federation of Independent 
Business (CFIB), says these 
are a good start, but it’s not 
enough to help businesses 
that are taking a beating 
during this time.

“There are still people 
or businesses that do not 
qualify in spite of these 
recent changes, so main-
ly that would be brand 
new firms, self-employed 
and those who pay with 
dividends (that) are still 
excluded from this new 
program,” said Kwiecinski. 

She says more problems 
can arise if a business 
tenant resides in a building 
where the landlord does 
not apply for the CECRA, 
as they are not going to be 

getting the relief they need 
to help them see their way 
through the crisis.

“It appears that this 
program is reliant on the 
landlord applying for it so 
if the landlord does not 
apply our understanding 
right now is that tenants or 
tenants under that specific 
landlord will not be able to 
benefit,” said Kwiecinski. 
“When the landlord agrees 
to enter into this arrange-
ment ... they’re agreeing to 
not evict the tenant. So if 
that landlord doesn’t enter 
into that agreement what 
about the tenants who do 
not have the eviction pro-
tection?”

She and the rest of the 
CFIB believe that more 
changes are needed to the 
program to protect those 
that fall outside the range 
of qualification and vow 
to continue fighting for 
businesses afflicted by the 
crisis.

During this time the 
CFIB has changed the way 
they usually operate so 
more businesses are able to 
get access to information 
and assistance during this 
time. If any business is in 
need of information they 
can call 1-888-234-2232.
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Your local hub for our creative 
communities. Let us know when 
inspiration strikes.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

This year’s One Book, One Community selection is 
Moon of the Crusted Snow by Waubgeshig Rice, an 
author and journalist originally from Wasauksing 
First Nation. His fi rst short story collection, Midnight 
Sweatlodge, was inspired by his experiences 
growing up in an Anishinaabe community, and won 
an Independent Publishers Book Award in 2012.
www.oboc.ca

Live-streaming has become a staple given the 
coronavirus-related lockdown, with research showing 
people who stream concerts are 67% more likely to 
buy a ticket to a similar performance in the future. In 
that vein, 45% of the audience for a live stream would 
pay for live or on-demand video from their favourite 
performer or sports team, and 87% say they would 
even prefer to watch online if there was exclusive 
behind-the-scenes content.

THE ONE BOOK STREAMING LIVE

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

THE MUSIC SCENE

Guelph-based Mikalyn Hays' work with Chris Graham resulted in an EP, and some international attention. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Guelph indie-pop artist sees international success
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

With influences ranging 
from Coldplay to Marina 
and Lana Del Ray, Guelph 
teen indie-pop musician 
Mikalyn Hays has her 
mindset on a career in 
music. Now, with interna-
tional remixes of her single 
co-written by friend Chris 
Graham, she  looks poised 
to give it a try.

The 18-year-old was in-
troduced into the world of 
music at an early age. 

“I started when I was 
pretty young: I was five 
when I did my first talent 
show, and I started piano 
lessons when I was four.” 

From that point onwards, 
Hays started writing songs 
on the piano, and as she 
aged and matured, so did 
her work. With added song 
structure, “it went into writ-
ing full songs when I was 10 
– I went into the studio to 
record a song for my friend 
Avery’s birthday.” The next 
step forward was regular 
gigging when she had the 
‘repertoire’ to put on a full 
performance.

In the coming months, 
Hays hopes to release new 
material that leads away 
from her indie-pop sound 
and into the realm of alter-
native/RnB pop.

The story of her track, 
‘Close’ “has kind of a funny 
story” to it. Written along-
side her friend Chris in his 
basement in Toronto, the 
two had recorded a full EP. 

“We wanted to be able to 

put out a full EP done by us 
because we were both 16 at 
the time.” The duo made it 
their goal to write, record, 
produce videos and put on 
an EP release party all by 
themselves. The first part of 
Close, a song about a rela-
tionship, to come together 
was the hook. The duo re-
leased their EP, which was 
then discovered by an inter-
national label, Reven. 

“They remixed all of the 
songs off the EP, and they 
are putting them out on 
their own EDM label,” she 
said.

The duo’s EP has now 
received a large number of 
plays in Brazil and other 
countries, even Russia. 
Hays also said they receive 
more plays from those areas 
than their home of Canada. 

“It was so bizarre. I had 

no idea when they reached 
out it would turn into any of 
this,” she said. 

She figured after multiple 
offers from people that she 
would allow the label to use 
the tracks since “right now 
they aren’t really doing any-
thing since they’ve been re-
leased,” adding she has “no 
idea how they found us.” 

A fortunate exploration 
of the artist’s Soundcloud 

account has now evolved 
into multiple releases and 
international play. Hays 
even has a remix with Uni-
versal Music Brazil.

Before having her songs 
remixed, Hays was not a fan 
of remixes simply since she 
had not had much exposure 
to the style of music. 

“There were some remix-
es that I really, really liked, 
and then my own remixes 

I started listening to 
them a bit more, 

and now I’d say 
I’m a fan.”

Chris Gra-
ham is Hays 
co-writer 
and one of 
Hay’s best 
friends. 

“We’ve 
written so 

much to-
gether, and 

we always 
have a really 

good time togeth-
er.” Nearly all the 

songs put out on the 
Brazilian label have been a 
collaboration between Hays 
and Graham.

The two have their sep-
arate careers, and they 
like to see what they can 
accomplish together. Gra-
ham’s music is similar to 
The Weekend, and he has 
released an EP ,with an 
album expected for release 
this summer. “Graham is a 
great producer and has pro-
duced stuff for 88 Glam,” 
said Hays.

She is currently on track 
to begin popular music 
studies at Western Univer-
sity in London.

“I love the academic side, 
and I want to learn as much 
as I can about the music 
industry, about music in 
general and why the music 
we listen to today is the 
music we listen to today,” 
she said, noting she hopes 
to pursue music as an artist 
while doing her four-year 
undergraduate degree.

Keep local news in our community.
Make a donation through the

Ontario Community 
Newspaper Foundation to

support Independent 
Community Journalism.
The Observer will match your donation

as an advertising credit to a local business
of your choosing.

ocnf.org
Receive a tax receipt for donation.

Select the Woolwich Observer

Visit:
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Offi ce:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104
Fax:           519-669-5753 
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classifi ed Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-residential

Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-commercial

Placing Classifi ed Advertising

Classifi ed advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
offi ce hours. All classifi ed advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifi cations are available at: 
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

Industrial Spray Painter
2-3 Years of Experience

Knowledge of:
•         Electrostatic Air Assisted Airless
•         Conventional Pot Gun
•         Mix and Thin Paint
•         Prepare Equipment for Painting
•         Neat Workmanship
•         Clean & Maintain Paint 
 Equipment & Booth
•         Material Handling
•         Operation of Forklift
•         Operation of Overhead Crane

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility?

Then you should 
be working for us.

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

   519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: cHare@mgmill.com

GERBER AUCTIONS
On behalf of Gerber Auctions Ltd.

I WOULD LIKE to thank everyone for their 
patience during these difficult times.  Due to 
the Corona Virus, this is the first time in our 
52 years in business that we have not been 
able to assist our clients with the traditional 
live auctions that they have recently 
requested.  The majority have now been 
booked for fall or postponed till conditions 
allow.  Watch for upcoming auctions for Ed 
& Gladys Diefenbacher, Drayton Sept 12th; 
Paul & Pearl Gibson, Alma Sept 19th; Bill 
McAllister, Conestogo (antiques) Sept 26th; 
Verna Sauder, Linwood (farm machinery) 
Oct. 24th plus Melvin & Fern Weber, Linwood 
(wood working); Lorne & Mary Steckley, 
Milverton; Weide Lea Gardens, Breslau 
(Galloway cows, farm machinery), Darcy 
Zinn, New Dundee; David & Norma Rudy, 
Kitchener (antiques), among others.  We’d 
be happy to discuss your auction needs as 
well! Call 519-699-4451   

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

ASPARAGUS! CARROTS! 
Looking to buy wholesale from local farms. 

Can arrange pick up if required. 
Please call Stemmler Meats. 

519-699-4590 ext. 221

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

AUCTIONS

PRODUCE  WANTED

FOR SALE

LARGE GEMPAC COOK-
STOVE. GOOD CONDI-
tion. 519-699-4518.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND 
LAWN SEED - CALL 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

LED LIGHTS DELIVERY 
ONLY UP TO 20% DIS-
count. Commercial and 
Residential, indoor and 
outdoor lights. Now 
available vapour tight, 
cETL, NEMA 4X certi-
fi ed. Ph: 226-979-4790 
www.shnabs.com

THE HERB LADY OF 
ELMIRA FARMERS 
Market invites you to her 
gr� nhouse at 851 Sandy 
Hills Dr., Elmira. Over 15 
varieties to choose from. 
$2/pot. Open Wed. - Sat. 
8 - 8. 519-669-9332.

FOR SALE 

PERENNIALS FOR 
YOUR LANDSCAPING. 
Main opening May 12. 47 
Herbert St. Elmira.

SUNSET GREENHOUSE 
MERVIN AND LOUISA 
Gingrich. Vegetables, fl ow-
ers, hanging baskets and 
more. 7279 Fourth Line, 
Mapleton. 519-669-2043.

THE GARDEN GATE 
GREENHOUSE NOW 
open. New for this year 
ornamental shrubs and 
roses besides our regular 
variety of perennials. Find 
us at 2560 Floradale Rd. 
Any questions call 519-
669-3102.

HAY & STRAW

WHEAT STRAW - CLEAN, 
\CS0 FEED GRADE, 4 X 5 
round bales. Corn stalk 
bales, spring baled in 
2019, stored inside. Call 
Kevin at 519-616-4985.

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
f� d grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

RENTALS

LARGE 2 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT FOR 
rent close to downtown 
Elmira, 2nd fl oor unit 
includes heat, hydro and 
A/C. One parking space, 
and on-site laundry. 
Available July 1. Call 
Hugh at 519-669-5533 
after 5pm.

REAL ESTATE

ARISS, ON. RURAL 
PROPERTY FOR SALE. 
47 acres. Details at www.
royackerskennels.com

TRADES & 
SERVICES

CUSTOM LAWN SEED-
ING + PLOWING AND 
lawn sw� per rental. Call 
Garald Gingrich cell 519-
503-5641, Home 519-
669-2043.

INCOME TAXES SER-
VICE, CONTACT FREE. 
June 1st is coming soon. 
For Personal tax E-fi ling 
service.15 years experi-
ence. Call 226-979-4790

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

VIRTUAL ONLINE 
KARATE CLASSES!!! 
SCHWEITZER'S MAR-
TIAL ARTS Train safely 
from the comfort of 
your own home. No 
experience n� ded. Begin-
ners welcome! GROUP 
CLASSES FOR AGES 
4 TO ADULT. PRIVATE 
& SEMI-PRIVATE LES-
SONS ALSO AVAILABLE. 
Taught by Renshi Becky 
Schweitzer, 4th Degr�  
Black Belt and World 
Karate Champion. Our 
10 w�   session for group 
classes $90+HST. Call 
519-580-1418 or e-mail 
becky_schweitzer@hot-
mail.com
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Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all open air burning within the Township. Whether you are 
having a small backyard fire or clearing your property of brush, a permit is required. You 
can apply for a permit at woolwich.ca or by calling 519-669-6022 during COVID-19.

Council Meetings
Remote Council meetings continue to follow their regular schedule with members 
participating electronically. Agendas are posted online Thursday afternoon before the 
meeting and any additional items are posted by noon on the day of the meeting. You can 
still participate in meetings while Council chambers are closed to the public: 

• Submit a comment in writing
• Make a delegation or attend a public meeting by video or toll-free phone
• Watch or listen to the meeting on Facebook or by toll-free phone
• Read meeting minutes

For help participating in a remote Council meeting, contact the Deputy Clerk at 519-669-6010.
*Please note as the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, the status of facilities 
and services may change. For the most current information, please see the Woolwich 
Township website at Woolwich.ca or call us at 519-669-1647.

Private Well Water Testing
Due to COVID-19, a temporary plan has been put in place to resume private well water 
testing for bacteriological testing only (i.e. E. coli and coliforms). The service will continue 
to be free being funded by the Region of Waterloo.

• Pick up* a water test kit Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m from ALS Waterloo 
located at 60 Northland Road, Unit 1, Waterloo, ON N2V 2B8. 

• The water test kits include a sample bottle, an ice pack, a chain of custody form, 
and sampling instructions

• Follow the instructions included in the kit
• Bring the sample back to ALS Waterloo
• Your results will be e-mailed to you directly or, if you cannot be reached by email, 

by letter mail or phone. Please ensure that your contact information is completed 
properly to ensure you receive your results as quickly as possible.

*Please note, water test kits will be available just inside the first main door for pick up 
and drop off. Due to physical distancing restrictions, the second door will be locked and 
staff at ALS Waterloo are not available to answer any questions.
If you have any questions about the water testing process or your results, please call the 
Region of Waterloo at 519-575-4400.

Council approves Financial Flexibility for those that need it
On March 26, 2020, Woolwich Township Council approved immediate financial flexibility 
for residents and businesses for the months of April and May 2020, including:

• Waiving penalties and interest on property taxes,
• Waiving late payment charges on utility bills and miscellaneous receivable 

invoices,
• Waiving NSF (non-sufficient funds) fees charged by the Township on customer 

accounts, and
• Suspend transferring Water & Wastewater accounts in arrears to Property Tax 

accounts.
Current due dates will remain as is and no changes are being made to these dates. 
The approved actions are meant to give customers that need it additional time to make 
payments on both their property tax and utility accounts. Through these actions property 
owners and utility customers can continue to pay in full or if need be, partial payments, 
without being penalized.
Customers can continue to make payments through a Pre-Authorized Payment Plan, 
online banking, by mail or by the payment box located at the Maple Street side of the 
Township Administration Building located at 24 Church Street West in Elmira.

OntarioBusiness Information
For questions about the Provincial order to close at-risk businesses including questions 
about which businesses are essential, please contact the Stop the Spread Business 
Information Line at: 1-888-444-3659.

COVID-19
Woolwich Township Update

As the 2019 Novel Coronavirus or COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve around the world 
and in our community, the health and wellbeing of Woolwich residents remain our top priority. 
The Township continues to work closely with area municipalities, Region of Waterloo’s Public 
Health, and provincial and national partners to monitor and respond to new developments.
For information on symptoms, treatment and preventative measures, you may contact:

• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400
• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000
• Public Health Agency of Canada: 1-833-784-4397

Township Services, Facilities, and Programs*
Woolwich Township continues to provide critical and core services. We ask residents to 
delay non-essential business or try to conduct business online or by phone. Please be 
patient, it may take staff longer than normal to respond to inquiries as we respond to 
critical matters first. 

• Closed until May 31: Township of Woolwich Administration Office
• Closed until June 30: All municipal cultural, recreational and leisure facilities including 

playgrounds, sports fields, dog parks, basketball and tennis courts, park shelters 
and skateboard parks with the exception of Regional museums and libraries, which 
are closed until at least May 31

• Cancelled until June 30: All Township-affiliated events and festivals or those held 
on Township property.

Victoria Day Weekend
The Township of Woolwich, along with area municipalities across the Region of Waterloo, 
wishes to remind residents to keep safety top of mind this Victoria Day. 
Residents are reminded that fireworks cannot be set off in municipal parks, sports fields, 
laneways, or on school board property. Additionally, residents are encouraged to exercise 
caution with private backyard firework displays. This is due to provincially-imposed 
limitations on gatherings of more than 5 people not part of the same household as well as 
the possibility of tying up emergency resources. 

Victoria Day Virtual Fireworks
Residents are asked to keep celebrations small with attendance limited to onlythose within 
their household and to consider the possibility of celebrating the holiday in different ways 
this year. Residents are encouraged to visit:  https://snapd.com/victoriaday/ to join in a 
Region wide Virtual Fireworks display so that we can celebrate together while staying apart.

Parks and Trail Closures
Woolwich Township in conjunction with the Grand River Conservation Authority (GRCA) 
remind residents that certain areas and parks and closed:  

• Snyder’s Flats, Lions Lake Trail (Woolwich Reservoir) and all GRCA owned and 
managed properties and trails remain closed until further notice.

• The West Montrose Covered Bridge is closed to visitors outside the community. Local 
residents can continue to walk in their neighbourhood while physical distancing.

• The Mill Race Trail and the parking lot at 32 Front St., St. Jacobs are closed.
Other areas in Township parks including trails and outdoor spaces will remain open and 
available for residents to enjoy. We encourage residents to respect signage and follow 
appropriate physical distancing measures. Grand River Conservation Authority parks & 
trails are closed, see GrandRiver.ca or call 1-866-900-4722.
Please note that Township staff will soon be starting seasonal, essential prep work in Parks, 
Trails and Open Spaces including grass cutting.  Please practice physical distancing from 
staff.  If you have questions, please contact the Township office.  

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage
While our recreation centres are closed, the Township remains committed to helping our 
community stay engaged and active during the COVID-19 situation. Please join us on 
our new webpage: Woolwich.ca/StayActive for activities brought to you by our wonderful 
recreation and facilities staff, instructors and partners. 
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garage and storage barn.  2960 Lobsinger Line – office with residential unit on second floor
PROPOSAL: Application B 10/2020 - the applicant is proposing to sever an irregular 
shaped portion of property, having approximately 2.4 metres frontage and an approximate 
lot area of 530 square metres, from 2950 Lobsinger Line and convey it as a lot addition to 
the adjacent property at 2960 Lobsinger Line.
Subject to approval of the above noted consent application the property at 2960 Lobsinger 
Line will require the following variances (Application A 10/2020):

• to reduce the required lot area from 1,390 square metres to approximately 739 
square metres (Section 8.3.1);

• to reduce the required lot width from 30 metres to approximately 15 metres 
(Section 8.3.2); and

• to reduce the required lot frontage from 18 metres to approximately 15 metres 
(Section 8.3.3 a)).

The proposed retained lands will contain the house and detached garage.
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 11/2020 – Lloyd Weber, 3975 Steffler Road
ZONE / USE: Agricultural (A) / single detached dwelling, farms sheds, dairy barn
PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from Section 7.2.8 c) to reduce the required 
Minimum Distance Separation between a proposed uncovered liquid manure tank and 
the adjacent residence at 3791 Steffler Road from 172 metres to approximately 127 
metres.  The new manure tank will be located to the east of the existing dairy barn.
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 12/2020 – Elmira Photo Lab Inc., 76 Howard Avenue, Elmira
ZONE / USE: General Industrial – Urban (M-2) with site specific provisions (Section 
26.1.267) / theatre and photo studio
PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from Section 21.3.4 to reduce the required 
rear yard setback from 7.5 metres to 2.0 metres in order to permit the construction of a 
multi-unit industrial building.
CONSENT APPLICATION B 11/2020 – Estate of Cyril Zinger, 148 St. Charles Street West, Maryhill
ZONE / USE: Agricultural (A) with site specific provisions – single detached dwelling
PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting permission to sever approximately 9.2 ha from 
148 St. Charles Street West and convey it as a lot addition to the adjacent lands located 
at 170 St. Charles Street West.  The retained lands at 148 St. Charles Street West will 
be approximately 0.34 ha in area and contain a single detached dwelling and garage.
CONSENT APPLICATION B 13/2020 – Peter, Paul and Jim Brubacher, 62 Centre Street Elmira
ZONE / USE: Residential Mixed Medium Density (R-4) / single detached dwelling and 
accessory buildings
PROPOSAL: This application was previously approved in April 2019 as Consent B 5/2019 
but has lapsed.  The applicant is requesting permission to sever an irregular shaped 
parcel of land, measuring approximately 21 by 24 metres and being approximately 470 
square metres in area, from the rear of 62 Centre Street, for the purpose of creating a 
new vacant residential lot on full municipal services.  The retained lands will measure 
approximately 20 by 28.5 metres, being approximately 576 square metres in area, and 
contain the existing dwelling.
NOTICE OF DECISION:  Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will be 
sent to owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who register for 
the meeting.  If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment in 
respect to this application, you must submit a written request to the Committee Secretary 
or register ahead of the meeting.  This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible 
Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.
APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS:  Anyone in opposition to a 
decision may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.  The Tribunal 
may dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant did not make oral or 
written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment before a decision was given or 
does not provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make a submission to the 
Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should you 
have any questions.  Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-
0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca
Further information about the applications may be obtained by contacting 
Rajbir Sian, Planner, Development Services at 519-669-6033 or 1-877-969-0094 
(Ext. 6033), Fax: 519-669-4669, or Email: rsian@woolwich.ca.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96
TAKE NOTICE THAT the Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet on:

MONDAY, June 1, 2020 at 3:30 P.M.
for the purpose of hearing all persons interested in support of or opposition to any of the 
following applications as described below.
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offices 
will not be permitted.  Below is information on how you can submit comments, view or 
participate in the meeting.  You may also contact the Committee Secretary by sending an 
email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the 
meeting as follows:

• watch the livestream via the Township of Woolwich Facebook page (Note – you do 
not need a Facebook account to watch the livestream and you cannot participate 
from Facebook); or

• participate by REGISTERING with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on 
Friday May 29th.  To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 519-
669-6040.  When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email 
and the application number you would like to comment on.  Once you are registered 
the Committee Secretary will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom 
meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and 
have the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the Committee 
Secretary (see above information).  You will not be required to speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we 
know which application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time 
to comment if you wish to do so.  As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security 
that is necessary to prevent unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting.  Applicants 
and their consultants will be automatically registered and contacted accordingly by the 
Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that 
you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township office at 24 Church 
Street West, Elmira and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the 
building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 
You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any comments / 
concerns however, this is not considered a formal comment. 
The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications.  All submissions 
must be made no later than 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26, 2020 (Note that this date is 
before the meeting).  Any submissions received will be included in a comment package and 
presented at the meeting.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of 
creating a record that is available to the general public at the Committee of Adjustment 
hearing.  Please note that while the Committee may redact some personal information 
such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made 
public in their entirety.
This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located within 60 
metres (200 feet) of the subject properties.  If you wish to be notified of any last minute changes 
to the agenda (i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must contact the Committee Secretary at 
519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca.

APPLICATIONS
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 10/2020 – Elizabeth Warner and CONSENT APPLICATION 
B 10/2020 – Stephen and Elizabeth Warner, 2950 Lobsinger Line and 2960 Lobsinger Line, 
Heidelberg 
ZONE / USE: Settlement Residential (R-1) – 2950 Lobsinger Line – dwelling, detached 
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL
TO BOOK
TODAY.

5196695557

VANVANV , MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATAT TIATIA ON

“S“S“ pSpS ecializlizli ing in zing in z small groror upupu chchc artetet rsrsr ”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL
TO BOOK
TODAY.

Join us in  supporting

the COVID-19 guidelines.

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

YOUR BUSINESS 

HERE EVERY WEEK 

DELIVERED TO HOMES 

IN WOOLWICH, 

WELLESLEY & 

WATERLOO.

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

We support our
Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:
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Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

P U B L I C  S E R V I C E  A N N O U N C E M E N T

100 ACRE FARM
FOR SALE BY TENDER

TENDER CLOSING DATE:
Thursday, June 11, 2020

8624 Line 4
Wellington North

(10 min. N/E of Arthur, formally West Luther)
www.cardyfarmtender.com

“A Beautiful Recreational/Farm Property”  

For more information contact 
James Coffey, Sales Representative 
Royal LePage RCR Realty Brokerage 

Arthur Office 519-848-2819

RCR REALTY, Brokerage
Independent Owned and Operated

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Welcome to Southside Estates’ community 
of Milverton Meadow's. This Luxury, 1135 
square foot, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 
semi-detached home, features a gorgeous 
kitchen with granite counter tops, including a 
breakfast bar. A�ached garage, appliances 

are all included, (Fridge, Stove, Washer, Dryer and microwave). Premium quality 
vinyl Windows and exterior doors. All of this Located in quiet town with all 
ameni�es including high speed fiber-op�c internet availability. Some Interior 
op�ons s�ll available for you to add your own personal style . MLS # 30799298

$405,717    
Murray Court, Milverton    

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR 
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

Very desirable location amongst exec-
utive style homes.  Still owned by the 
original owner. 3+ bdrm raised bun-
galow – approx. 1,500 sq. ft. Updated 
kitchen & dining area & main bathroom 
with air tub. Finished rec & games room 
w/gas FP. 3 pc bath, 4thbdrm& hobby/
laundry room. Spacious principle rooms. 
Most windows updated. DEVELOPMENT 
POTENTIAL – potential for a wooded lot 
severance. Call for details.  MLS  

5 BOBOLINK PLACE, ELMIRA

$849,000

Relax & enjoy the peaceful setting in 
this log cabin/cottage. Great location 
– located near a well travelled road – 
close to Drayton. Open concept main 
floor kitchen/dining area & living space 
w/woodstove. 3 pc. bathroom. 4 bdrms 
upstairs. Living space has sliding doors 
over-looking the yard & water. Detached 
garage – 14’ x 22’ w/loft for storage. Fur-
nishings incl. Leased land. MLS 

255 CONESTOGO LAKE

$399,900

Very well maintained semi-detached 
- joined only at the garage. Main floor 
2 pce. Eat-in kitchen w/dishwasher & 
sliders to the rear yard. Spacious living 
room. 3 bedrooms with pre-engineered 
hardwood flooring. Master bedroom has 
a walk-in closet. Finished L-shaped rec 
room, 3 pce bath and laundry facilities. 
Coldroom. Lovely backyard complete 
w/fencing, shed & a firepit! Wonderful 
location. New MLS. 

8 BITTERNUT PLACE, ELMIRA

$499,900

NEW LISTING

390 ARTHUR ST. S., 519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL 

• PROPANE 
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
FEN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

DON'T RISK THE LIVES OF OTHERS SHARING THE ROAD. 
BEFORE YOU DRINK HAVE A PLAN TO GET HOME SAFE.

Impaired Driving Laws
Driving impaired or with more than 80 milligrams of alcohol in 100 milliliters of blood (.08) is an offence 
under the Criminal Code. Even if your blood alcohol concentration is less than .08, you can still be 
charged with impaired driving under the Criminal Code.

You will receive an immediate 90-day administrative driver’s licence suspension if your blood-alcohol 
concentration is more than .08, or if you fail or refuse to provide a breath or bodily fluid sample, perform 
a physical co-ordination test or submit to an evaluation. You will also be subject to an immediate seven-
day vehicle impoundment.

If you register a BAC from .05 to .08 (known as the “warn range”), you will receive an immediate driver’s 
licence suspension. For a first occurrence, you will be suspended for three days. For a second occurrence 
in a five-year period, you will be immediately suspended for seven days and you must undergo a 
remedial alcohol-education program. For a third or subsequent time in a five year period, you will be 
immediately suspended for 30 days and you must undergo a remedial alcohol-treatment program and 
have an ignition interlock condition placed on your licence for six months.

ARRIVE ALIVE!

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

ads.observerxtra.com/stronger-together

Free online registration 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

GET CREATIVE, HAVE FUN 
AND WIN PRIZES!

WHC will be purchasing gift cards to 
support our local business community!
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Bauman, Kimberly Ann (Brubacher)

Peacefully passed away at her home 
in Elmira on Monday, May 11, 2020, at 
the age of 55. Beloved wife of Darrell 
Bauman for 34 years. Loving mother 
of Jenna Bauman and Matthew 
Bauman, both of Elmira. Dear daughter 
of Manny and Mary Ellen (Jutzi) 
Brubacher of Elmira. Loved sister 
of Randy and Michele Brubacher of 
Kitchener. Daughter-in-law of Velina 
Bauman of Elmira and the late Clayton 
Bauman. Sister-in-law of Dorothy 
Bauman (Dennis Goudy) of Point Clark 
and Maynard Bauman of Kitchener. 
Caring aunt of Kaitlyn and Cory Noble of 
Burlington and Kyle Bauman (Rebecca 
Weinhart) of Kitchener. A private 
family graveside service will be held 
on Wednesday, May 13, 2020 at Elmira 
Mennonite Cemetery. During her four 
year battle with cancer, her dear friend 
Cheryl Fisher of Elmira was always there 
to support her by taking her for cancer 
treatments. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to Grand River Regional 
Cancer Centre would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Fulton, Violet June
It is with heavy hearts that we share the 
news of the loss of a very dear mother, 
grandmother, great-grandmother, 
sister and friend.  Peacefully at Grand 
River Hospital on May 3, 2020, in her 
93rd year. Predeceased by her husband 
George (2001). Survived by her daugh-
ters, Elaine (Glen) Neaves, Marilyn 
(Steve) Hartleib, son Keith (Lori) and 
daughter June. Proud grandmother of 
Jayce, Amber, Penny, Jessica, Jamie, 
Jody, and great-granddaughter, her 
precious Olivia.  Fondly remembered 
by her sister Verta Miller. Predeceased 
by her brother Cecil Musselman.  In-
cluded among those touched by her 
passing are her many friends, both 
young and old. A family interment has 
taken place. A memorial remembering 
her life will be held at a later date.  A 
special thank you is extended to her 
care-giver friends during her stay at 
home and to those at the Village of 
Winston Park LTC.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Kraemer, Vincent Leo
Passed away peacefully at Barnswal-
low Place Care Community, Elmira, 
on Saturday, May 9, 2020, at the age 
of 97.  Vince was the beloved husband 
of the late Marie (Stroeder) Kraemer 
(1999). Dear father of Nancy (Alex) 
Kamberidis of Elmira and Mark Krae-
mer of Elmira. Lovingly remembered 
by his nephew Bernie (Joan) Kraemer, 
niece Karen (Mike) Mukhtarian, and 
their families, and many nieces and 
nephews in the Stroeder family. Vince 
was the last surviving member of both 
his and Marie’s family. Predeceased 
by his parents Alexander and Mary 
(O’Donnell) Kraemer, brother Gerald 
(Milly) Kraemer, sister Marie (Bernie) 
Fitzgerald, and ten siblings and their 
spouses in Marie’s family. 

Vince worked his family’s home farm 
near Dorking for most of his life. He 
was a gentle and fun loving man who 
took great pleasure in the simple 
things in life. He was a man “outstand-
ing in his field” and loved his farm. A 
private family graveside service will 
be held on Thursday, May 14, 2020 at 
Memory Gardens Cemetery, Breslau. 
A memorial mass will be celebrated 
at a later date. As expressions of sym-
pathy, donations to St. Teresa of Avila 
RC Church for the Building Fund or 
a charity of your choice would be ap-
preciated. A heartfelt thank you to the 
wonderful staff at Barnswallow Place 
for the exceptional care and attention 
Vince was given, especially during this 
time of COVID-19. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

ANNIVERSARY

Double celebration 
through COVID-19

Enjoyed by John & Alice  
Basler and pet Molly  

Multiple honking was music to their ears!

85th Birthday on Mother’s Day

THANK YOU

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Have the happiest
25th Anniversary

Joe & Lori Merlihan

Your children could not ask 
for a better set of role models

Love forever,  your family 

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

FREY, MARTHA - 1935 - 2020 Passed away 
suddenly on Monday, May 4, 2020 at Listowel 
Memorial Hospital, at the age of 85.

KUEPFER, MARION - of Millbank, passed away 
peacefully at her residence on Saturday, May 9, 
2020 at the age of 54.

SCHAAF, BARRY DAVID - Born: April 14, 1962 in 
Kitchener, Ontario Died: May 10, 2020 at Reid-
woods Residence with the EDCL at the age of 58, 
passed away peacefully, surrounded with love 
while his favourite artist, Johnny Cash, played on.

DEATH NOTICES

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Kids have been home from school for al-
most two months and questions regarding 
if and when they may return to class are 
constantly on the minds of parents. While 
provinces like Quebec have already laid 
out their plans for returning kids to their 
classrooms, Ontario’s government is taking 
a more cautious approach, making those 
who are eagerly awaiting a return to school 
even more nervous as summer break inch-
es closer.

To ensure that everyone was able to con-
tinue their education during the closures, 
the Ford government launched online 
learning for students which involves live 
and pre-recorded lessons lead by teachers. 
This enabled lessons to move forward so 
students could continue their school year 
from home.

For the kids learning from home who may 
need an additional level of support, local 
post-secondary students have teamed up to 
start the Silver Stone Tutoring Company, a 
business offering free tutoring sessions to 
students each week. The business co-found-
ed by Rose Silivestru and Scott Blommaert 
– which has been up and running for about 
seven days – was created after they were 
inspired to do more for others while they 
had more free time on their hands.

“A lot of the people that I know in univer-
sity and a lot of my friends, we are either 
doing online school – which leaves us with a 
lot more free time than we otherwise would 
have had as university students – or we lost 
our co-op jobs – so we have way more free 
time than we were expecting to have this se-
mester,” said Silivestru. “We wanted to feel 
useful and do something that we felt like 
would make a difference to someone else.”

Silver Stone offers one hour of free tu-
toring each week to students up to Grade 
12, and covers subjects including French, 
English, chemistry and math. Silivestru 

University students offer 
home schooling help for free

says students currently taking part in tutor-
ing offered by Silver Stone are only able to 
get one hour each week because they want 
to ensure there’s enough time for every 
student that may want to take part. If more 
time is needed, she says they can show par-
ents and students a wide array of addition-
al supports throughout the area.

“We are trying to offer a free service to 
help as many people as possible, so accept-
ing money and taking away some of that 
time from people who don’t have the finan-
cial resources would kind of destroy the 
purpose of this,” said Silivestru.

Silivestru has been tutoring people for 
about five years now, but she says this 
endeavour is new to her because she is 
not only working with students to help 
improve their education, but also booking 
sessions for other members of her team 
and hiring people to join the business.

To date, there are three tutors who dedi-
cate between six and 15 hours of their time 
each week to tutoring others who may need 
it and Silivestru says she’s planning on 
hiring more tutors to add time slots on the 
weekend for students who may need the 
help.

During this time teachers have had to 
make a lot of changes and adapt to new 
forms of teaching. Silivestru says they are 
doing very well considering everything 
going on and her business is there to help 
give them assistance in addition to the 
students who may need that additional 
helping hand.

For everyone out there right now who 
may be struggling, Silivestru says she 
wants them to know they’re here to help.

There’s academic help out there for peo-
ple who genuinely need it and we’re here to 
help so send us an email and we’ll be happy 
to book a session for you.

For more information or to book a ses-
sion with Silver Stone, visit silverstonetu-
toring.wixsite.com/silverstonetutoring and 
email silver.stone.tutoring@gmail.com.

WINTER HANGS ON A WHILE

Fun in the snow in May: Kai, Adaya and Piper Jantzi of Elmira took advantage of an unexpected snowfall May 11 and built 
a family of snow-people on their front lawn.  [SUBMITTED]
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Woolwich Seniors Association will host an online 
co� ee social May 19 at 10:30 a.m. that features a 
Zoom-based conversation with Woolwich Mayor 
Sandy Shantz and chief administrative o�  cer David 
Brenneman. It’s an opportunity to hear about what 
is happening in the township right now, share stories 
and to ask questions. Questions can be sent ahead by 
email at contact@woolwichseniors.ca. 

A virtual cookbook launched this month is serving up 
a way for food lovers to make some of their favourite 
dishes from restaurants, food businesses and farmers 
in Wellington County while staying home safely during 
the coronavirus pandemic. Little Bites: Tastes from 
Isolation will feature recipes for several meal pairings 
each week. Each recipe tells home cooks what ingre-
dients they’ll need to recreate the dish, how many 
it will serve and instructions to prepare the meal. 
www.tastedetours.ca

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Your feedback is a helping tool and allows us 
to serve you better. We would love to have you 
complete our survey on our website as well.

Customer satisfaction & 
safety is our #1 priority.

www.leroysautocare.net

IN CONVERSATION VIRTUAL COOKBOOK

A STATE OF MIND

A long time ago when 
I was in culinary 
school – I won’t di-

vulge how long – the world 
was a different place. For 
example, we could actually 
go outside!

In our modern society, 
kids will go out for sushi and 
grownups will purchase ex-
otic ingredients at their local 
grocery store.

Back in the day, the av-
erage Canadian wasn’t as 
knowledgeable about fine 
cuisine or international 
flavour profiles as they are 
today.

When I was in culinary 
school, I remember the 
most common thing my 
friends would ask me is if I 
had learned how to make a 
“soufflé” yet? They wouldn’t 
even know what it was, but 
it was the only “fancy” food 
they had ever heard of.

The word soufflé in En-
glish literally means “to 
blow up,” which is a term we 
don’t typically like to use in 
a kitchen, especially if we 
use a gas stove! What it does 
refer to, however, is a dish 
that will rise or puff up as it 
bakes in the oven. A soufflé 
could be sweet or savoury.

It typically consists of a 
base (in this case a basic 
white sauce), a garnish or 
flavouring (asparagus) and 
then aeration (whipped egg 
white).

The asparagus can, of 
course, be subbed for other 
veggies or you could even 
add some diced meat or 
flaked salmon into it for a 
variation.

Asparagus is one of the 
first crops of the season and 
we do have several local 
farmers that we can support 

A soufflé is an 
original culinary 

high point

when it comes out!
Serve this with a leafy 

salad and you’ve got a com-
plete meal.

The most important step 
is the separating of the 
eggs. If you’ve never done it 
before then it’s worth prac-
ticing.  It is very important 
not to get any traces of yolk 
in with the whites or they 
won’t fluff up properly and 
you might find yourself 
using language that doesn’t 
depict a respectful citizen!

Asparagus Soufflé
(Serves 6)

1 bundle asparagus, trimmed
2 Tbsp. unsalted butter
3 Tbsp. all-purpose fl our
1-1/2 cups 2% milk
Pinch cayenne pepper
4  eggs, separated 
1 pkg (140 g) soft unripened 
goat’s milk cheese, crumbled 
2 Tbsp. chopped fresh tarra-
gon or dill

1. Preheat oven to 375°F. Spray 
six 6-oz  ramekins lightly with 
cooking spray; set on rimmed 
baking sheet. Set aside.

2. In medium saucepan of boil-
ing salted water, cook aspara-
gus for 2 minutes. Drain, plunge 
into bowl of ice water to cool. 
Drain again, pat dry. Cut aspar-
agus into 1/2-inch (1 cm) pieces; 
set aside.

XXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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CHEF DUFF
CHEF'S TABLE

Stacey Molengraaf runs Activate Mindfulness, and is offering free online tools through the crisis. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Some support for those 
working through the crisis

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

While some of the country 
has been forced to stay at 
home as businesses closed 
due to the coronavirus, many 
people are still waking up 
every day and heading into 
work to provide us with the 
essential services we need. 
To back such workers and 
give them an outlet to talk 
about their struggles through 
this pandemic, one local 
business owner has started a 
support group for just such a 
purpose.

Stacey Molengraaf, owner 
of Activate Mindfulness, 
has partnered with a clinical 
social worker to give workers 
a safe place to talk about 
what is happening in their 
lives and both share and 
expand their toolboxes to get 
through their day.

“The support group for 
essential workers specifically 
came out because of every-
thing that is happening with 
COVID. So I was able to part-
ner with Suzane Reid, who 
is a wonderful local clinical 
social worker,” said Molen-
graaf. “Together we’re able 
to hold a space for people to 
talk about both the challeng-
es and the tools ... and the 
strengths that they’re bring-
ing to this lockdown.”

She says the therapeutic 
value of the group is twofold 
as it allows people to get af-
firmation and gain new tools 
through mindfulness.

“About 75 per cent (is) 
chatting and then 25 per 
cent, kind of that last portion 
is we’ll go through a guided 
mindfulness practice ... just SUPPORT | 26 

a really simple practice that 
they can be taking into work 
with them each day,” she 
said.

Each week, three or four 
questions are posted on the 
‘Meetup’ page revolving 
around things which have 
taken place. Those ques-
tions varying from what 
challenges people each day 
to what sparks inspiration, 
determines the topic of dis-
cussion. 

The group has been run-

ning for three weeks and has 
been averaging about three 
members per session. Mo-
lengraaf says the members 
range from those who are 
working at home to essential 
workers who are continuing 
their jobs as they normally 
would.

Eventually she plans on 
blending the format of the 
group so she can reach more 
people online, but also create 
an in-person group as well. 

“There definitely is value 

to being in person ... being 
able to see people and give 
people hugs, there’s so much 
value to that. On the other 
hand, the value of being 
online is that we can reach a 
lot more people. Sometimes 
programs like this are avail-
able in large cities, but not 
so much in small cities,” she 
said.

Molengraaf’s business 
focuses on building mindful-
ness and helping people find 

Online resource aims to help those of us who still have to head out to work
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

OBSERVER SODOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
In God we live, and move and 

have our being (Acts 17)
 Erv Wiens preaching

Service moved on-line

Worship: 9:30am

3. In same saucepan, melt 
butter over medium heat. Add 
flour; cook, whisking constantly, 
for 2 minutes. Gradually whisk 
in milk and cayenne pepper. 
Bring to a boil, whisking con-
stantly. Reduce heat to medi-
um-low. Cook, stirring often, for 
about 5 minutes or until thick 
enough to coat back of spoon. 
Remove from heat; let cool 
slightly.

4. In large bowl, whisk egg 
yolks until lightened in colour. 
Gradually whisk in milk mixture 
and goat cheese until smooth. 
Fold in asparagus and tarragon 
until combined.

SATURDAY, MAY 30

 SPRING INTO AUCTION ONLINE QUILT SALE. THE NEW 
Hamburg Mennonite Relief Sale quilt auction is going virtual! 
The NHMRS quilt committee has curated the 2020 quilt 
donations and chosen 100 that will be auctioned online. Join 
us on at 10 a.m. to watch and bid. More info at nhmrs.com.

Virtual Run for Relief. This year's New 
Hamburg Relief Sale Run for Relief is 
virtual! Between May 28th and June 1st, we 
invite you to plug in, crank up the beat, and 
to bring relief, development and peace in 
the name of Christ. Run, walk, or skip - the 
choice is yours!

5. In another bowl and using an 
electric hand mixer, beat egg 
whites until stiff (but not dry) 
peaks form. Fold one-third into 
asparagus mixture then fold in 
remainder. Spoon mixture even-
ly into ramekins. Bake in centre 
of oven for 22 to 25 minutes or 
until puffed and golden brown. 
Serve immediately. 

Chef Bruce Du�  is the operator of 
“Chef Du�  at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just 
outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts 
private events, banquets, team 
building and cooking classes. 
Currently, he’s o� ering takeout 
meals for pickup Thursday-
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. by 
calling 519-500-1715 or emailing 
info@chefdu� .ca.

 CHEF'S TABLE:  Making a soufflé 
was one of the earliest ways to be fancy 

FROM 23

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t 

local events that are o� ered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Community Care Concepts provides 
services and supports that help seniors 
and adults with unique needs to live inde-
pendently in their own homes across the 
Townships of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wil-
mot.  In an effort to protect the health of our 
clients, volunteers and staff, Community 
Care Concepts has cancelled until further 
notice:

• community exercise programs 
• community dining programs
• social and recreational programming 
• adult day programs located at Barn-

swallow Place in Elmira and Nithview 
Community in New Hamburg 

All other essential services are continu-
ing including:

• Meals on Wheels
• transportation to medical and other 

essential appointments
• ensuring access to groceries and pre-

scriptions
• wellbeing checks
• essential home help services
• support with hospital discharge

We ask for your patience as we priori-
tize requests based upon most immediate 
needs.  

Please contact us at 519-664-1900 or 
1-855-664-1900 if you require assistance or 
know of someone who may require assis-
tance.

At this time, we would like to express our 
sincere thanks to members of our commu-
nity for the outpouring of offers of assis-
tance and support as we ensure that the 
needs of seniors and vulnerable residents of 
our community are addressed. 

 Stay well,
Cathy Harrington, Executive Director
Community Care Concepts of Woolwich, Wellesley & Wilmot
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7278 LINE 86, WALLENSTEIN, ON

Wallenstein General Store Inc.

UNIQUE ONE STOP SHOPPING

Groceries • Hardware • Giftware
Books • Drygoods • Postal Outlet

519-669-2231

63 Union St., Elmira • 519-669-1842

ELECTRIC MOTORS | GENERATORS | AUTOMATION CONTROL
ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 8am to 8pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

3000 Ament Line, Heidelberg • 519-699-4646

Steed and
Evans Ltd.

Engineers and Contractors

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126 |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

The Next Elmira Clinic: 
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, May 22nd
2:30 - 7:30 pm 

Your 
donation
matters.

PASSING THE TIME

David Ball of Dragonhill Games in Elmira knows the lure of board games. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Where getting “board” is one 
solution for all the family time

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Family time long ago became 
a victim to the hectic pace 
of life, from work schedules 
and myriad activities for the 
kids to the distractions of 
electronic devices. Now, with 
many of us forced not only 
to slow down but to stay at 
home, there’s a chance fami-
ly time might be too much of 
a good thing.

Stuck in close quarters, 
many of us spending a con-
siderable amount of time 
together for the past couple 
of month might be getting a 
little testy, especially when it 
may feel that there is no end 
in sight.

One way to reduce stress 
levels while spending qual-
ity time together is through 
playing board games, sug-
gests David Ball, owner of 
Dragonhill Games in Elmira. 
Gathering around the table 
to play a game together is 
something of an analog 
throwback during a pause in 
our digital age.

“We provide a play space 
for people of all ages, mostly GAMES | 26

Getting crafty 
about family time

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

It was five years ago that 
Elycia Martin decided to 
add a little more arts and 
crafts to her life, opening 
The Art House. Her daugh-
ter was just a year old and 
Martin wanted to open a 
home child-care business 
when some things got in 
the way. Instead, she decid-
ed to teach seasonal classes 
on pre-school art, which 
then expanded to summer 
camps and play groups.

Today, her business is 
still going strong, but the 
implications of the shut-
down brought on by the 
coronavirus have forced 
her to change her plans. 
Now she has come up with 
a way to keep kids enter-
tained with crafts everyone 
can do at home. 

Martin has created craft 
kits that aim to inspire 
families to create together 
using items they can find 
at home or in their pantry, 
the idea being to avoid 

ANOTHER OUTLET

CONTINUE | 0X

for board games and col-
lectible card games, things 
like Magic: The Gathering, 
Pokémon, things of that 
nature, but all of the board 
games as well,” explained 
Ball, who opened the busi-
ness in 2017.

Dragonhill Games special-
izes in harder-to-find titles, 
as well as traditional classics 
like Monopoly. At the store, 

you will find a large selection 
of Euro-games such as Ticket 
to Ride, Catan, Carcassonne 
as well as many expansion 
packs. These Euro classics 
are currently trending, and 
Ball recommends them for 
quarantining. 

“All of those titles are sort 
of easy to pick up and can be 
learned by anyone and are 
easy to pick up for any age.” 

Expansion packs add 
additional rules, characters 
and challenges and can also 
refresh and change the expe-
rience of play. However, the 
most significant title at the 
moment is Pandemic, which 
was a popular title before 
COVID-19, but has recently 
soared in popularity.

Ball himself grew up 

having to make a trip out 
to the store just to buy the 
needed items. 

Although she sends out 
kits to only a few people 
who have taken part in 
classes she’s held in the 
past, Martin posts how-to 
instructions and videos on 
her social media accounts, 
along with a list of items 
needed for the craft to be 
completed. This way every-
one who may be interested 
can take part and show off 
their creative side. 

“Having creativity and 
art everyday is something 
I just think people should 
be doing, it’s great for kids 
and adults ... it’s the best 
thing to do with your fam-
ily, like how to bond with 
your family,” said Martin. 
“I think that art is for ev-
erybody. It all looks a little 
bit different but all have a 
creative person inside of 
us.”

She says her big thing 
is that she does not want 
art to be expensive and to 

Local business owner goes online with 
projects kids and parents can do at home

CRAFTS | 28
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BRAIN FOOD

We have many phobias, and the words to describe our fears
Q.  2020 marks the 200th 
anniversary of the birth 
of Florence Nightingale, 
founder of the nursing 
profession and undoubt-
edly the most famous 
nurse in history.  A fierce 
reformer and bold icon-
oclast, did you know she 
was a pioneering statisti-
cian as well?

A.  Born into a wealthy 
British family and schooled 
in mathematics, Nightin-
gale trained in a well-re-
spected German nursing 
school and served as su-
perintendent of a London 
hospital for governesses, 
says Joshua Hammer in 
“Smithsonian” magazine.  
With the outbreak of the 
Crimean War in 1858, she 
was dispatched to an area 
outside Constantino-
ple where thousands of 
wounded and sick British 
soldiers were quartered, 
many of them wracked by 
frostbite, gangrene and ty-
phoid fever.  She did what 
she could to minister to 

them, despite bureaucratic 
impediments.
 
     When Nightingale re-
turned to England after the 
war, she and a government 
statistician gathered data 
from military hospitals in 
Constantinople that con-
firmed what she had long 
suspected:  “Nearly seven 
times as many British 
soldiers had died of disease 
in the Crimean War than 
in combat, and the deaths 
dropped dramatically once 
hospitals at the front were 
cleaned up.”  With the find-
ings published in graphic 
illustrations, the mili-
tary improved hospitals 
throughout Great Britain, 
and Parliament voted to 
finance the first compre-
hensive sewage system for 
London.  
 
     Though often bedridden 
with a war-contracted mal-
ady, Nightingale continued 
to gather data on every as-
pect of medical care, believ-
ing that “using statistics to 

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

understand how the world 
worked was to understand 
the mind of God.”  Says 
Hammer, “In 1858, she be-
came the first woman to be 
made a fellow of the Royal 
Statistical Society.”
 
Q. Based on millions of 
measurements from 
25,000 patients, German 
physician Carl Reinhold 
August Wunderlich 
concluded in 1851 that 
normal human body tem-
perature is 37.0C (98.6F). 
However, modern studies 
consistently find a value 
around 36.6C (97.9F).  
Why the difference?

A. The change is typically 
written off as measurement 
bias due to poorly calibrated 
19th-century thermometers.  
But after analyzing 677,423 
body temperature readings 
from three different cohort 
populations spanning 157 
years of measurement, Stan-
ford researcher Myroslava 
Protsiv and her colleagues 
(published in eLife) found 

that “men born in the early 
19th century had tempera-
tures 0.59C higher than men 
today.”  The decrease was 
continuous — about -0.03C 
per decade — over the entire 
timespan, so the authors 
conclude that the change is 
unlikely to be due to mea-
surement bias. And a similar 
trend holds for women, 
based on data since 1971.
 
Why the decline?  The au-
thors speculate that it may 
be due to reduced preva-
lence of various infections. 
But whatever the reason, 
“humans in high-income 
countries have changed 
physiologically over the last 
200 birth years with a mean 
body temperature 1.6% 

lower than in the pre-indus-
trial era.”
 
Q.  Phobias come in many 
forms:  cynophobia (fear 
of dogs), coultophobia 
(fear of clowns) and 
arachnaphobia (fear 
of spiders).  The suffix 
“phobia” can also mean 
“a strong dislike,” as 
in “trypophobia,” not 
officially recognized in 
the medical community 
and without any obvious 
threat to the afflicted 
person.  Do you know its 
meaning?

A.  It’s fear of holes, or 
perhaps not holes per se.  “It 
might not even be a phobia, 
because research suggests 
it is triggered by disgust,” 
says David Adam in “New 
Scientist” magazine.  As 
urban environments become 
more dominated by patterns 
from tiles, bricks and other 
materials, certain of these 
patterns can be bad for the 
brain, and more people 
may develop trypophobia.  

“Triggering images had high 
levels of contrast repeated at 
regular, but not frequent, in-
tervals”: holes, bumps, Swiss 
cheese, empty honeycombs.  
“Holes have shadows even 
under diffuse illumination, 
enhancing their contrast.”
 
     Scientists are still puzzling 
its underlying reason:  Is the 
visual signature contrast 
similar to patterns on some 
of the world’s most venom-
ous animals?  Or is it the 
circular shapes on the skin or 
irregular clusters of pustules 
produced by diseases like 
smallpox or typhus?  
 
     There seems to be no easy 
fix for those affected by 
trypophobia.  For now, archi-
tects and designers can try 
to account for this overactive 
disgust response to certain 
patterns in their products 
and buildings.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Software program, 
briefly
4. For winding rope 
on a sailboat
11. Amorphous crea-
ture
16. Bird ___
17. Moveable bridge
18. Small motercycle
19. Make into some-
thing else
21. Snooped
22. Bozos
23. Cheat, slangily
24. Book keeper
25. 45 - 50% cocoa
31. Flax
34. Blackguard
35. 1773 jetsam
36. "___ to Joy"
37. "___ we having fun 
yet?"
38. Cute tree climber
41. There are 7 of 
them
44. You can spend it 
in Romania
45. Catch a glimpse of
46. Start of a refrain
48. "Lulu" composer
52. Connections
55. Academic enclave
58. Photograph
62. 1973 Supreme 

Court decision name
63. Pilot's announce-
ment, briefly
64. "___ Ng" (They 
Might Be Giants song)
65. Fabrication
66. Folded page 
corners
68. Tattletale
72. "___ well"
73. Same old, same 
old
74. "___ on Down the 
Road"
78. Flash of light
79. 3 words for an 
inappropriate person
83. Wait on
84. Chisholm Trail 
town
85. "Aladdin" prince
86. Failed attempt
87. Sprinkle with 
liquid
88. "If only ___ lis-
tened ..."

DOWN
1. ___-American
2. "Guilty," e.g.
3. ____ of smoke
4. "60 Minutes" 
network
5. "I see!"
6. Telekinesis, e.g.

7. Boos
8. Loose shirt
9. Beth's preceder
10. "20,000 Leagues" 
harpooner ___ Land
11. Greek or Roman jar
12. Edible fungas
13. Pulling hair from 
the root
14. Unusual tea for 
when sick
15. Annex
20. Dangerous biters
24. Pair of small oars
26. Loyal and honest
27. Ethereal
28. Clarification 
lead-in
29. Mozart's "L'___ del 
Cairo"
30. Ring bearer, 
maybe
31. Bank deposit
32. Bad day for 
Caesar
33. Certain tide
38. Jack
39. Christiania, now
40. Enlarged lymph 
node
42. A naturally occur-
ring ridge
43. Western blue flag, 
e.g.
47. Cupid's projectile

49. Decorative pitcher
50. Network of blood 
vessels
51. Alum
53. Sickly coordinated
54. Manicurist's 
concern
56. Cartoon bear
57. New driver, 
typically
58. Spotted, to 
Tweety
59. Asthmatic's device
60. ____ List
61. ___ Dee River
66. Tabacco left in 
pipe
67. Ancient
69. Drudge
70. Monetary per-
suasion
71. Sensational
75. Asian nurse
76. After-Christmas 
event
77. "Idylls of the 
King" character
78. Fed. property 
manager
79. Apply gently
80. Churchyard 
tree in "Romeo and 
Juliet"
81. "___ moment"
82. ___ Zeppelin

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

in a “board game family,” 
meaning he grew up with 
traditional titles and family 
game nights. He has also 
been playing the trading card 
game, Magic: The Gathering 
for more than 25 years now. 
The interest in the world of 
board games always existed 
within him.

Ball’s board game business 
began as a side hustle while 

he was working as a full-time 
truck driver.

“I had sort of an online 
business I was buying and 
reselling collectible cards 
like Pokémon and Magic: 
The Gathering for the past 
12 years,” he said.

The last position Ball 
held was with a waste 
management company, a 
position from which he was 
laid off when the region 

changed contractors.
“I took the opportunity 

at that time to look at open-
ing my own business, and 
Elmira just seemed like the 
perfect place for it,” said 
Ball, who used the money 
raised from the online 
business to open a physi-
cal location in downtown 
Elmira.

Although board games 
and collectibles may not 

 � GAMES: Using curbside pick-up to keep the public supplied with options
FROM 25

value, meaning and purpose 
in their lives. She also runs 
classes on yoga, mindful-
ness and educates people 
through social media on 
how to use mindfulness on 
improving mental health, 
and finding their true mean-
ing.

She says the need for 
these teachings came af-

ter COVID-19 hit and she 
believes in the values she’s 
learned through her journey 
and teachings of mindful-
ness for more than a decade.

Essential workers who 
want to learn more about 
the group can find out more 
on Molengraaf’s website ac-
tivatemindfulness.com and 
can join meetings through 
the website ‘Meetup.’

 � SUPPORT: Values she's learned are 
just what's needed during this crisis

FROM 23

be considered an essential 
business, Ball’s shop has 
been open for curbside 
pick-up. He can be reached 
through a message on his 
Facebook page, Dragonhill 
Games, or by phone at 519-
573-1361. Payment is to be 
done through remote pay 
via e-transfer or credit card 
over the phone. Dragonhill 
is also offering delivery for 
local residents.
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Be Kind To Those
Protecting Themselves

woolwich.ca/COVID19Subscribe to this website if you are
looking for regular updates on COVID19

#RespectTheMask

Wellesley Township Health Centre and 
the Woolwich Community Health Centre

Stop Community Spread
Keep safe distancing and wear a mask!

Linwood
Nurse Practitioner 

Clinic is closed.
Patients can contact 

the Wellesley
location.

Group, community 
programs are resuming 
virtually only.

Open for Urgent
and Essential Care

Registered Patients —  please call for an appointment

St. Jacobs Clinic:
519-664-3794
Mon-Fri 9-5

Wellesley Clinic:
519-656-9025
Mon-Fri 9-5, Tues & �urs. 9-8

Please check our website for 
current information at: 

www.wchc.on.ca

Open Mon. to Fri. 9am to 7pm 
Sat. 9am to 6pm • Closed Sundays519.846.2972

Lorne & Wilma Bauman

RR#1 West Montrose, 
6158 Weisenberg Rd.

We also carry:
mulches, soils, shrubs, trees,

many assorted annuals, roses, 
perennials & a variety of

garden supplies.
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BASKET
STUFFERS

$265
/pot 4”

CEDAR
MULCH

REGULAR $560
3cu.ft. bag

9 or more $5.00/bag Also available in Black or Red

OPEN
Holiday
Monday!

9am to 7pm

$650
each

$600
each

OR
$1600

each
$1100

5 or more8 or more

each
OR

3FT EMERALD CEDARS1 GALLON PERENNIALS

PASSION FLOWER • PALM TREES • 
HIBISCUS • BOUGAINVILLEA • 

MANDEVILLA • FUSCHIA TREES • 
SUCCULENTS & MORE!

OPENTO THEPUBLIC

OPEN
Holiday

PASSION FLOWER • PALM TREES • 

PUBLIC

* Due to COVID-19 we will be 
regulating the number of 

customers in the greenhouse 
and practicing social distancing. 

Phone orders will be accepted  
for curbside pick up.
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WAREHOUSE

OPEN 
AND

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

CHECK OUT SOME OF OUR IN-STOCK INVENTORY

WWW. .COM

MON -  FR I  9 -6 
SATURDAY  9-4 
SUNDAY  10-5WAREHOUSE

OPEN 
AND

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

CHECK OUT SOME OF OUR IN-STOCK INVENTORY

WWW. .COM

MON -  FR I  9 -6 
SATURDAY  9-4 
SUNDAY  10-5

LAMINATE LAMINATE 
& VINYL & VINYL 

MOULDINGSMOULDINGS
T-CAP REDUCTER T-CAP REDUCTER 
& STAIR NOSINGS& STAIR NOSINGS

UNDERLAYUNDERLAY
FOR LAMINATE, FOR LAMINATE, 

VINYL AND VINYL AND 
CARPETCARPET

METALMETAL
EDGINGEDGING
HAS NOW HAS NOW 
ARRIVED!ARRIVED!

BASEBASE
BOARDSBOARDS

MDF PRIMED MDF PRIMED 
WHITEWHITE

Garden Centre Sales
Selected 10” 

Hanging Baskets

$1299

12” 

Hanging Baskets

$1999

Cell Pack - Flat of 48

Annuals $1299

Planter

Baskets
$1499

Each

1 Gallon

Perennials
$799

315 Arthur St., S., ELMIRA

519-669-5403

Locally Owned 
& Operated by
Doug & 
Mary Lou Pagett

Good selection of 
shrubs, planters, 
soils and mulches.

$299

OPEN UNTIL
MIDNIGHT

4” 

Annuals, Perennials,
Vegetables or Herbs

The
Garden
Centre
is Now 
Open!

& up

& up

avoid that she thinks up 
craft ideas that can be 
done with items you may 
have at home and not even 
consider using for artistic 
means.

The kits are a new addi-
tion to what she offers, but 
so far they’ve been a big 
hit for her. 

Projects she’s shared 
so far include things like 
“erupting volcanoes,” “I spy 
bottles” and “crazy con-
traptions.” Next on the list 
of projects will include doll 
houses which families will 
get to build themselves.

Martin plans in the 
future to run things on a 
more regular schedule. 

She also hopes to expand 
her art space and open 
the area up to host bigger 
events like parties.

For more information on 
the classes she runs, or to 
learn about the crafts she 
posts online visit her Face-
book page The Art House, 
or her Instagram account 
@the.art.house.adventures. 

 CRAFTS: Kits and online classes to help keep kids busy

Elycia Martin runs The Art House, which is offering online classes in response to the COVID-19 issue. [SEAN HEEGER]
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