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ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE  325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727

FURNITURE & DESIGN

19 Arthur Street S, Elmira   •   519 669 5077
CHERVINFURNITURE.CA

CUSTOM FURNITURE,

for Your Custom Life

Contact us to discuss your custom furniture needs!
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It’s not 
business as 
usual for the 
local news
The novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19) is causing 
more than a little societal 
upheavel, with an impact 
across the entire economy, 
and The Observer is no 
exception. In the event of a 
service disruption, we’ll be 
doing our best to keep you 
informed via our website 
(observerxtra.com).

Newspapers provide a 
vital function in the com-
munities they serve, and 
we’ll be striving to main-
tain that service even if 
we’re caught in the wake of 
office closures to help slow 
the spread of the virus. 

A big part of the job is 
being out in the communi-
ty meeting with people to 
tell the stories of the place 
where we live. That’s at 
least somewhat on hold just 
now as health officials urge 
us to keep our distance.

Moreover, we cover the 
goings-on in the commu-
nity, but right now there’s 
much less going on – that 
reality is reflected on the 
pages of this week’s issue, 
and will continue to be the 
case until all of us start re-
turning to our routines. 

We hope you under-
stand these are temporary 
changes. We look forward 
to delivering the local news 
you’ve come to expect.

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

None of his patients has 
been diagnosed with the 
novel coronavirus, but El-
mira doctor Frank Onuska 
has certainly had numer-
ous discussions about the 
virus and how to avoid it.

“Even a couple of weeks 
ago, it wasn’t a big topic. 
Now, pretty much every 
visit gets around to it,” he 
said this week.

With so many closures 
and cancellations, people 
can’t help but be aware 
of the growing concerns. 
They need to heed the ad-
vice of health officials, he 
stressed.

“We really want to em-
phasize that it’s a serious 
situation,” said Onuska, 
noting the measures put 
in place are for the public 
good.

“We need people to re-
ally take this seriously. If 
you have it, you’re going to 
infect 2.5 to 3 people if you 
don’t avoid coming into 
contact with other people.”

With that in mind, this 
week he’s been dealing 
with about 80 per cent of 
his patient interactions by 
telephone rather than in 
person.Dr. Frank Onuska of the Elmira Medical Centre prescribes a common-sense approach to COVID-19. [JOE MERLIHAN]

Collective action needed to deal with 
coronavirus crisis, says Elmira doctor

“We’re trying to promote 
social distancing. Our goal 
is to have no on in the wait-
ing room,” he explained of 
measures to keep people 
from having to come in 
contact with others.

For those of us going 
about our daily lives, social 
distancing should be the 
norm. And the number-one 
thing you can do is wash 
your hands frequently, 
doing a thorough job like 
a surgical scrub: removing 
all jewellery and washing 
from below the elbows with 
soap and water for at least 
20 seconds.

“So try to wash your 
hands. Don’t touch your 
face. Don’t touch your eyes. 
Don’t go to emerg – please, 
please don’t go to emerg. 
If you think you have to, 
call your doctor’s office – 
they’ll get in touch, and do 
their algorithm to decide 
whether you need to go. 
For the majority of people, 
the treatment is they all 
stay at home,” said Onuska, 
who practices at the Elmira 
Medical Centre.

In short, we all have to 
use common sense, real-
izing that we’re all in this 
together. That’s applicable 
to everything from taking 

We're all in this together
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$74 1.9%
WEEKLY LEASE RATE

@

LEASE FOR $148 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE: 
FOR 
24 MONTHS 
WITH $3,200 
DOWN PAYMENTΠ

CREW CAB 
CUSTOM2020 SILVERADO 1500 

• STANDARD 20" WHEELS • TRAILERING PACKAGE
• 310 HORSEPOWER AND 348 LB-FT OF TORQUE • AUTOMATIC LOCKING REAR DIFFERENTIAL

Chargeable paint costs may vary depending on the vehicle/colour. See dealer for full program details. Credits vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Factory order may be required. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. 
General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. Offers may not be redeemed for Cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer 
incentives. π Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between March 3, 2020 to March 31, 2020. Lease based on suggested retail price of $49,288, towards the lease of an eligible 2020 Silverado Crew 
Cab Custom Edition 2.7L. Bi-weekly payment is $148 for 24 months at 1.9% lease rate (1.9% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $74 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments 
cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $3,200 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment 
trade. Total obligation is $10,887. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $37,727. ≥ Offer 
available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between March 3, 2020 to March 31, 2020. Total value includes $10,000 Non-Stackable Credits (tax exclusive); applies to cash purchases of new 2020 Silverado 
Crew Cab RST models at participating dealers in Canada. $10,000 total value; (tax exclusive; includes $2,000 cash delivery allowance, $6,500 non-stackable cash credits, $500 option package discount and $1,000 RST bonus). By selecting lease or 
finance offers, consumers are foregoing this $10,000 credit which will result in higher effective interest rates. ¥ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between March 3, 2020 to March 31, 2020. Lease 
based on suggested retail price of $32,628, towards the lease of an eligible 2020 Equinox LT FWD Blackout Edition. Bi-weekly payment is $158 for 48 months at 1% lease rate (1% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. 
The $79 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. 
$2,800 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $18,486. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by 
dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $14,356.^ To qualify for the Costco Member Pricing, you must be a Canadian resident holding a valid driver’s license, have been a Costco member since January 2, 2020, or earlier and 
must: (1) Register with Costco to receive your non-transferable Authorization Number; (2) Present the Authorization Number to a participating dealer; (3) Retail purchase, finance or lease an eligible new or demonstrator in-stock 2020 Chevrolet: Equinox 
(excl. LS); delivered from January 3, 2020, to March 31, 2020. In addition, to receive a $500 Costco Shop Card by email, submit a redemption form to Costco within thirty (30) days of vehicle delivery and complete a Costco member satisfaction survey. 
Please allow three weeks for Costco Shop Card delivery, pending completion of all eligibility requirements; including redemption form submission, purchase verification and survey completion. Costco Shop Cards will be emailed to the email address 
provided to Costco at the time of registration. The purchase or lease of a vehicle does not qualify for the calculation of the Costco Executive Membership 2% Reward. Offer may not be redeemed for cash. Conditions and limitations apply to this limited 
time offer. For full program details and for any applicable exclusions see a participating dealer or costcoauto.ca/GM. For Costco Shop Card terms and conditions, visit Costco.ca and search “Shop Card”. Tax, title, registration and license fees, personal 
property registration fees, and additional products and services are not included in the Costco Member Pricing. Offer is valid at participating authorized GM Canada dealers. Offer not available in the U.S. or Mexico. Offer is subject to change without 
notice. Void where prohibited. Costco and its affiliates do not sell automobiles nor negotiate individual transactions. ®: Registered trademark of Price Costco International, Inc. used under license. Ω Whichever comes first. Limit of four complimentary 
Lube-Oil-Filter services in total. Fluid top-offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. See the Warranty Booklet or your dealer for details. ∞ Whichever comes first. Δ Visit onstar.ca for vehicle availability, 
coverage maps, details and system limitations. Services and connectivity vary by model and conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. 4G LTE service available in select markets. Requires active connected vehicle services and a 
data plan to access the vehicle’s built-in Wi-Fi hotspot. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Credit card is required for purchase.

ALL ELIGIBLE 2020 MODELS COME WITH

CHEVROLET
COMPLETE CARE

2 YEARS/48,000 KM
COMPLIMENTARY
OIL CHANGESΩ

5 YEARS/100,000 KM
POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY∞

4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI HOTSPOT, INCLUDES
1 MONTH OR 3 GB OF DATA (WHICHEVER COMES 
FIRST) FROM VEHICLE DELIVERY DATE.∆

FIND YOURS TODAY AT CHEVROLETOFFERS.CA

2020 SILVERADO 1500 
CREW CAB RST

$10,000
TOTAL VALUE≥

UP T0

•   BODY-COLOUR APPEARANCE 

•    HEATED STEERING WHEEL AND 
FRONT SEATS

•   TRAILERING PACKAGE 

•    HEAVY-DUTY LOCKING REAR 
DIFFERENTIAL

2020 EQUINOX
LT FWD BLACKOUT EDITION

$79 1%
WEEKLY LEASE RATE

@

LEASE FOR $158 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:

FOR 
48 MONTHS 
WITH 
$2,800 
DOWN 
PAYMENT¥

COSTCO
MEMBER
PRICING

ELIGIBLE COSTCO
MEMBERS RECEIVE $500

COSTCO SHOP CARD^

•  BLACK GRILLE, EXTERIOR ACCENTS 
AND BADGING

•  SUITE OF STANDARD SAFETY 
TECHNOLOGIES LIKE FORWARD 
COLLISION ALERT AND FRONT 
PEDESTRIAN BRAKING
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Both Grand River and St. Mary’s General hospitals 
plan to disallow visitors in response to growing 
concerns about the COVID-19 virus. The timeline for 
applying the new policy, for which there will be some 
exceptions, remains undetermined, the organizations 
announced this week. Both hospitals are also advising 
their volunteers to stay home.

March 20 was the first day of spring, but you 
might want to cancel that trip to the beach. The 
coldest winter in decades will continue just a 
little longer, with colder-than-normal temperatures 
expected to extend past March and into April. 

From the Mar. 22, 2014 edition of The Observer

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

VISITING HOURS OVER FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

As a state of emergency 
has been declared in the 
province, social services 
organizations within the 
community want you to 
know they’re still here to 
help you through this diffi-
cult time.

COVID-19

Doug McLean is the chair of the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival [JOE MERLIHAN]

Public justified 
in concerns 
about COVID-19

Caring for the community through pandemic

ESSENTIALS | 04

Community Care 
Concepts and Woolwich 
Community Services will 
continue to work as usual 
to support those in the 
community who need 
their services, with minor 
changes amid the coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) pandemic.

Karla Frey, manager of 
community programs at 

Community Care Concepts, 
says non-essential pro-
grams are cancelled, but 
everything else is running 
as it should.

Non-essential services 
include the likes of active 
living programs, exercise 
programs, the day program 
and community program, 
said Frey.

She says programs 
deemed essential like Meals 
on Wheels and the assisted 
transportation programs 
are continuing to operate as 
normal. They’re also ensur-
ing they check-in on people 
who may be feeling social 
isolation, using phone calls 
or in-person visits.

“Our support worker 

program is still running so 
we’re still getting groceries 
and taking people to med-
ical appointments at this 
time,” she said.

Since the COVID-19 pan-
demic began, Community 
Care Concepts has seen a 
rise in calls for people who 
need more meals and as-
sistance getting groceries, 

a development Frey attri-
butes to people choosing to 
self-isolate.

As the crisis grows, Frey 
expects barriers to arise. 
However, she says they will 
continue to get meals and es-
sential services out to clients.

“We will do whatever we 
can remotely, but for the 

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

There are now 10 con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
in Waterloo Region, ac-
cording to figures released 
March 18 by the Public 
Health department.

Nine of the cases in-
volved residents returned 
from travelling, the ninth, 
a man in his 20s, believed 
to have acquired the virus 
through close contact.

Eight of the 10 are 
self-isolating at home, 
while two have been hos-
pitalized: a man in his 40s 
who’d travelled to the U.S. 
and a woman in her 50s 
who had been to France 
and the UK.

The first case to be con-
firmed was a woman in her 
60s who’d been on a Celeb-
rity cruise that had docked 
in Puerto Rico on March 
1. The cruise made stops 

in St. Martin, Barbados, 
Dominique, and Grenada 
before returning to dock 
in Puerto Rico on March 7. 
Development of symptoms 
were noticed by the wom-
an upon her arrival into 
Canada the following day.  
After a two-day period of 
self-isolation, she visited 
Grand River Hospital for 
evaluation and testing. Fol-
lowing necessary protocols 
the hospital released the 
patient, who had been ex-
periencing mild respiratory 
symptoms.

The second case, a male 
in his 40s that caught 
the virus on a visit to Las 
Vegas. Despite no noted 
symptoms during the 
man’s visit, when returning 
to Canada symptoms start-
ed to develop. The man 
arrived at Grand River Hos-
pital on March 10, where 
he tested positive for the 

Both Woolwich Community Services and Community Care Concepts are continuing to run essential services

Health Officials stress the need to stay 
abreast of the facts during concerns, 
avoid scams and misinformation online

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Despite the cancellation 
of the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival this year, the or-
ganizing committee is still 
hoping to raise funds for 
the charitable groups that 
benefit each year.

One of the ways the group 
will be doing that is continu-
ing with sale of the collect-
ible created to mark each 
year’s festival, said commit-
tee chair Doug McLean.

The latest limited-edi-
tion collectible to com-
memorate the event is a 
red 1948 Ford pickup truck.

The collectible is part of 
a tradition that dates back 
to 1987. The truck is the 
third in a line of new col-
lectibles started by the El-
mira Maple Syrup Festival 
committee.

In 2018, the organization 
switched to 1:43 scale with 
a 1934 Ford BB-157 truck, 
shifting gears from the 
1:25 scale in place for some 
30 years. That truck was 
followed by last year’s bur-
gundy 1950 GMC pickup 
truck. OUTBREAK | 04

EMSF collectible truck will still 
be sold in fundraising effort

The shift was made in 
response to the wishes of 
collectors, as the new col-
lectibles take up much less 
space, says long-time toy 
show organizer Doug Mc-
Lean, who this year is chair 
of the entire Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival committee.

“The very first truck was 
a little wee one, and then 
we had 30 vehicles, though 
they weren’t all trucks. 
There were cars and there 
were horse-and-wagons, 
quite a variety, that were in 
the 1:25 scale. And we had 
some people were saying 

they were starting to have 
trouble with space to dis-
play them all.”

The toy vehicles typi-
cally sell quickly – there 
are a few from past years 
available to those looking 
to fill in their collections, 
though some years sell 
out completely, as was the 
case when the new format 
was rolled out in 2018. It’s 
always a good idea to get in 
early, says McLean.

This year’s 1948 Ford 
pickup truck is emblazoned 
with the 2020 Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival logo.

“There’s already been 
some calls about it.”

Typically sold at the festi-
val’s toy show, the collectible 
will be sold through the 
committee this time around. 
The commemorative item 
will also be available at the 
Township of Woolwich ad-
ministration office.

Over its 55 years, the fes-
tival has raised more than 
$1.8 million for a variety of 
organizations. Last year, 
$65,000 was disbursed to 
30 groups. Traditionally, 
40 per cent of the profits 

EMSF | 04
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Elmira Minor
Softball Association

REP BALL
REGISTRATION
IS NOW OPEN!

(closes March 27, 2020)

Register at: www.elmiraheat.ca
For more info email: president@elmiraheat.ca

 

519-669-0237

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

CALL TO
BOOK YOUR 

APPOINTMENT
TODAY!

Receive
10% OFF 

your first
appointment

with Lize

Bring in this ad to

appointment

Lize Schuurmans   
RPN, Medical Aesthetician 

 

Tel: (519) 669-5655 Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

ATTENTION: Important MessageATTENTION: Important Message
• COVID-19 Update •

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

Given the current situation with Covid-19, we are going to
be taking steps to protect our patients and ourselves.

If you have Covid-19 symptoms OR if you travelled back from Covid-19 
infection area stay at home and call tele-health / doctor's of�ce / public 

health / your pharmacy.

Please avoid in person pharmacy visit rather
call for your pharmacy related need. 

Symptoms (not limited to): runny nose • sore throat • cough • fever • dif�culty 
breathing (severe cases) 
• Keep social distance (4-5 feet)
• Avoid hand shakes
• Avoid crowds / gatherings
• Avoid travelling
• Drink plenty of water
• Self-isolate (call public health for information)
• We can help to #�attenthecurve and stop the spread of the virus with these 

temporary measures.
• Stay safe & wash your hands (soap & water preferred!). We are all in this together.  

A 1948 Ford pickup truck is this year's collectible. [JOE MERLIHAN]

precautions to refraining 
from hoarding items such 
as food and cleaning sup-
plies.

“If we’re going to do this 
right, it has to be ‘we’ and 
not about ‘me.’” 

Think of others, which 
applies not only to social 
distancing and self-isola-
tion, but about lending a 
hand to friends and neigh-
bours – for instance, offer-
ing to get groceries for an 
elderly person who should 
minimize their social con-
tacts. That also applies to 
being considerate of oth-

ers, buying what you need 
rather than clearing off the 
shelves, he stressed.

“Leave some for some-
body else. We have to 
share. The person you’re 
blocking from buying 
things might be your 
neighbour,” said Onuska

“Don’t buy all the things 
on the shelf.”

In that vein, it’s also not 
a good idea to make off 
with the masks and hand 
sanitizer at doctors’ offices 
– it’s happened in our own 
clinic.”

By working together and 
following the measures 

set out by officials, the 
pandemic should pass that 
much quicker.

“Science tells us if we 
flatten the curve, the prob-
lem will go away sooner. We 
have to flatten the curve,” 
he said, referring to slowing 
the spread of the virus. 

About 82 per cent of 
people who are infected 
will have mild symptoms 
similar to a cold or the sea-
sonal flu. Another 14 per 
cent will have some impact 
beyond that. Three to four 
per cent may not survive 
it, particularly if they’re 
among the high-risk group 

of seniors and those with 
underlying medical issues 
such as high blood pres-
sure and heart disease. 

It’s for the sake of those 
most at risk that we have to 
take precautions to heart, 
said Onuska.

“We have to make it 
work.”

Taking care doesn’t 
mean becoming overly 
isolated. Getting out, par-
ticularly with spring arriv-
ing, is still a good idea. The 
same goes for letting kids 
play outside. In all cases, 
avoid big groups and main-
tain distancing as applica-

ble, he said.
For those with symp-

toms, whether it’s a cold or 
seasonal flu, then staying 
at home is the answer. With 
most cases of COVID-19, the 
same advice applies. Even 
more so in cases of higher 
risk, such as those who’ve 
just returned from overseas.

“If you have travelled 
outside of Canada, you 
need to not go to work for 
two weeks. You need to 
work from home.”

Both COVID-19 and 
SARS are coronaviruses, 
the outbreak in 2003 was 
different in both scale and 

in its contagion period; 
where SARS was most like-
ly to be passed on later in 
the infection period, mean-
ing people already knew 
they were sick, COVID-19 is 
more easily passed on ear-
ly, when people might not 
even know they’ve got it.

“SARS was a warning, 
but it wasn’t a pandemic,” 
Onuska explained, adding 
what was learned then has 
been applied in this case, a 
lesson that will have to be 
repeated.

“We have to learn this 
time so that the next time 
we’re more prepared.”

� TOGETHER: Follow the precautions and keep yourself safe, but do what you can to help others, says Elmira doctor
FROM 01

most vulnerable we will 
continue to serve,” said 
Frey.

Woolwich Community 
Services also continues to 
keep operations running 
as normal throughout the 
pandemic, however, their 
non-essential services like 
the thrift shop, public com-
puters, youth centre and 
English school are current-
ly closed. 

Things like the food 
bank, lunch programs 
and the office will remain 

open so information and 
services can continue to 
be provided to the public. 
Employees will also rotate 
to ensure everyone can re-
main healthy and meet the 
needs of residents.

Kelly Christie, the agen-
cy’s executive director, says 
WCS will do everything it 
can to help the community 
through this difficult time, 
but they need the public’s 
help to ensure they are do-
ing everything possible.

Staff at the organization 
is unsure what people’s 

coronavirus. 
Public Health is using 

the first cases to deal with 
the subsequent occurrenc-
es, officials said at a news 
conference March 13.

 “I am actually glad that 
we were able to detect 
these cases. Because once 
you detect them, you can 
put measures in place to 

around the world. We con-
tinue to work closely with 
local hospitals and our 
health care partners to de-
tect and manage potential 
cases of COVID-19. We are 
preparing to see additional 
cases in Waterloo Region, 
in line with the increasing 
number of cases in Ontario 
and Canada.” 

Wang noted the distress 
caused by the pandemic is 
to be expected.

“I would say it’s under-
standable, because this is a 

appropriately assess them 
and then care for them,” 
said Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, 
Region of Waterloo  Public 
Health’s acting medical 
officer of health. 

The department con-
tinues to advise typical 
respiratory infection 
prevention measures, 
including washing hands 
for an appropriate amount 

of time and using alco-
hol-based hand sanitizer if 
soap is unavailable. In the 
meantime, health officials 
are bracing for an increase 
in COVID-19.

“Testing is ongoing and 
we expect to see more con-
firmed cases in Waterloo 
Region,” said Wang “This 
was not unexpected giv-
en the current situation 

� ESSENTIALS: Helping those in need through the crisis
FROM 03

�OUTBREAK: Province, health officials applying more stringent controls to slow down the spread of the virus
FROM 03

needs are going to be be-
cause they’re never experi-
enced anything like this in 
their lifetime, said Christie.

 “Our participants un-
derstand the situation,” 
she said. “I think we have 
such a strong supportive 
community and the infor-
mation sharing between 
agencies is just amazing.”

She encourages every-
one to be safe, take this 
situation seriously and 
give them a call if they or 
anyone they know needs 
assistance.

new virus for which people 
do not have any form of 
immunity. In other words, 
everybody is susceptible to 
this,” she said, noting most 
of those who contract the 
virus have mild symptoms.

 “We do know that 80 
per cent of these cases are 
milder, with 20 per cent 
that require more elevated 
levels of care because they 
have more serious symp-
toms.”

The public needs to be 
aware of the reality of the 

situation, avoiding scams 
and misinformation, par-
ticularly online and via 
social media.

“The facts are that, most 
of the time, it is a mild 
illness. There are some 
people that are going to be 
more sick, that are going 
to require hospitalization. 
These people tend to be 
those that are over the age 
of 65, and that have other 
medical conditions that 
make their health status a 
little more fragile.” 

are allocated annually to 
Elmira District Community 
Living, with the remaining 
amounts shared among 
selected organizations. 
That list includes the El-
mira Theatre Company, 
the Maple Syrup Museum, 
Woolwich sledge hockey, 
Woman’s Crisis Services 
Waterloo Region and 1st 
Elmira Scout.

� EMSF: Sales of collectible will support charities
FROM 03
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Members of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP) Greater Toronto 
Area Financial Crime Unit 
would like to further warn 
the public of the ongoing 
Telephone /Cyber fraud 
perpetrated by scammers 
claiming to be Canada Rev-
enue Agency employees.  

The following is a real-
istic portrayal of a Canada 
Revenue Agency (CRA) 
scam that has been seen by 
RCMP investigators. This 
approach is one of many 
used by fraudsters.

Imagine your 65-year 
old mother is sitting at her 
breakfast table, she lives 
alone, and is simply enjoy-
ing her breakfast when the 
phone rings...a call from 
the 613 area code (Ottawa):

CRA Scammer: Mrs. 
Smith?

Mrs. Smith: Yes, who is 
this?

CRA Scammer: This is 
David Jones of the Cana-
dian Revenue Agency. You 
owe money on your taxes 
going back seven years.

Mrs. Smith: I don’t un-
derstand how that could 
be, I pay my taxes every 
year, I am a good person. 
I did not get any form 
of notification. Can you 
please tell me again what is 
wrong? I can barely under-
stand what you are saying 
due to your very strong 
accent.

CRA Scammer: Do not 
play games with me, you 
owe the CRA $9,000. We 
sent you notification in 
the mail two months ago. 
As you never responded, 
we are going to have you 
arrested, we have a warrant 
for your arrest. 

Mrs. Smith: This must 

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

MARCH 14

■ 7:00 AM | Wellington 
County OPP responded to 
a report of break-in at a 
business in Fergus. An investi-
gation revealed that a suspect 
gained entry into an eating 
establishment by smashing 
the glass door with a tire iron 
and stole more than $2,000 
in cash. The suspect was last 
seen running eastbound on St. 
Andrew Street. The suspect is 
described as a Caucasian male 
wearing a black Under Armour 
hoodie with black Adidas track 
pants with reflective stripes on 
the bottom, black skater shoes 
and tan gloves. Any person 
with information regarding 
this incident should contact 
the Wellington County OPP at 
1-888-310-1122.  Should you 
wish to remain anonymous, 
you may call Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or 
submit a tip on-line at www.
csgw.tips. You may be eligible 
for a reward from Crime Stop-

Police advise to be aware of increase in CRA scams

be a mistake, I will call my 
daughter, and she will help 
clear this up.

CRA Scammer: (Now 
very agitated and yelling) 
NO! ... you will call no one! 
You will tell no one! You are 
in a great deal of trouble 
and if you tell your daugh-
ter, she will be in trouble 
as well. You must pay the 
$9,000 now, or you will go 
direct to jail. Listen to my 
instructions, otherwise we 
will have a RCMP agent at 
your house to arrest you, 
DO YOU UNDERSTAND?

Mrs. Smith: Yes.
CRA Scammer: Get your 

SIN card, your driver’s 
license, your bank cards, 
and your cell phone, now, 
what is your cell number?

Mrs. Smith: I do not 
have a cell phone; can I call 
my daughter?

CRA Scammer: No! 
don’t call anyone, especial-
ly your daughter as she will 
be upset with you and you 
must deal with this now or 
you will be arrested.

CRA Scammer: You 
need to go to your bank 
right now and withdraw 
$9,000 from your account.

“Mrs. Smith” went to her 
bank, and withdrew the 
money. She told the teller 
that it was for some home 
renovations. Mrs. Smith re-
turned home and was then 
told by the CRA scammer 
to send the cash to a specif-
ic address. The CRA scam-
mer told Mrs. Smith to get 
a book or magazine, put 
money between the pages 
and secure the edges with 
tape. The book or maga-
zine was to be wrapped in 
layers of newspaper and /or 
tinfoil and then placed in a 
box or envelope. The pack-

age was to be sent via cou-
rier to a specified recipient 
at a Canadian address. Mrs. 
Smith complied and sent 
the cash as directed.

A few days later, Mrs. 
Smith received a call from 
the CRA scammer to tell her 
that her payment had not 
been received and because 
it was late, she now owes 
$5,000 more. Mrs. Smith is 
told to go to her bank again 
and withdraw the $5,000. 
Fortunately, at the time 
of the call, Mrs. Smith’s 
daughter was present and 
knew that it was a scam and 
assisted her mother, pre-
venting her from sending 
any more money to the CRA 
scammer.

This fraud is being 
perpetuated from coast-
to-coast in Canada, and 
it has impacted victims 
from many different age 
groups and cultural back-
grounds. The elderly are 
one of the many groups 
who are being targeted by 
these scammers. If you are 
reading this, we ask you 
to do your part in sharing 
this message to everyone 
and educating the seniors 
and family members in 
your life against this type 
of fraud.

If you or a family mem-
ber has fallen victim to 
this fraud, please report to 
your local police service, 
or someone you trust, as 
well as the Canadian An-
ti-Fraud Centre (CAFC). 
You have two ways to make 
a report to the CAFC; either 
by phone at 1-888-495-8501 
(9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Eastern 
Time) or through their on-
line reporting tool at www.
antifraudcentre-centrean-
tifraude.ca.

pers of up to $2,000.

MARCH 15

■ 4:00 PM | Wellington 
County OPP investigated the 
driver of a vehicle on Wellington 
Road 109 near Concession 7 for 
a Highway Tra�c Act violation. 
During the course of the 
investigation, o�cers formed 
the opinion that the driver had 
consumed alcohol. A roadside 
screening device test was 
conducted that resulted in a 

fail. The driver was arrested and 
brought to a local OPP opera-
tions centre for further testing. 
A 60-year-old Fergus man was 
was charged with ‘impaired op-
eration – 80-plus (mg of alcohol 
per 100 mL of blood) contrary 
to the Criminal Code. A 90-day 
licence suspension and sev-
en-day vehicle impoundment 
were initiated as per statute. 
The accused is scheduled to 
appear in the Ontario Court of 
Justice – Guelph on April 17 to 
answer to the charge.

Woolwich Community Health Centre and
the Wellesley Township Health Centre 

We are pleased to remain open for primary health 
care services for registered patients

URGENT matters only PLEASE CALL AHEAD  do not walk in.
Wellesley, Phone 519 656 9025  |  Woolwich, (St Jacobs) Phone 519 664 3794

• Linwood Nurse Practitioner Office is CLOSED please call ahead
to be directed.

• Routine appointments will be prioritised by staff please call in.
Where possible appointments will be over the phone. 

• All group programs and fitness classes are cancelled until further notice. 

• Martins Pharmacy remains OPEN at 10 Parkside Drive, St Jacobs

�e changing nature of the emergency, means we are adjusting our services 
day by day. Check our website for up-to-date details www.wchc.on.ca

To screen for COVID 19 go to https://www.ontario.ca/page/2019-nov-
el-coronavirus-covid-19-self-assessment

If you screen positive call Telehealth Ontario for advice at 1-866-797-0000
If you start to feel worse or have questions or concerns about your health, call 
Waterloo Regional Public Health: 519 574 4400

�ank you for your support as we do our very best to serve
you at this difficult time, your patience is much appreciated.

The Grand River Conservation Authority GRCA issued a flood warning/flood 
watch for Nith and Conestogo rivers last week. A house near West Montrose 
bridge experiencing just minor flooding, along with accumulations from melt-
ing snow.  [DAMON MACLEAN]
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We'll have to work together to lessen impact of pandemic
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

Spreading more rapidly 
than the novel coronavi-
rus, the resultant societal 

changes mean each day brings 
new measures, altering our daily 
routines. 

Even to this point, there have 
been only a handful of con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 in 
the region – it’s a safe bet there 
are others, either in the form of 
mild cold/flu symptoms or those 
who are asymptomatic – yet 
we’ve seen increasingly strin-
gent measures aimed to curbing 
the spread. There’s no halting 
the virus, but slowing it’s prog-
ress both reduces the strain on 
the health-care system and gives 
researchers more time to devel-
op treatments and vaccines, the 
later being rushed into human 
trials at this moment.

Schools are shut, public 
events cancelled and employees 

being told to work from home, 
where applicable. New measures 
introduced by the province this 
week place more restrictions on 
public gatherings, forcing the 
closure of restaurants and bars, 
among other public gathering 
spots. All kinds of activities, 
from minor sports to book clubs, 
have been put on hold or can-
celled outright. 

Here, we haven’t seen the 
same kind of curtailment of 
public movements imposed on 
the citizens of other countries, 
some of who are now under 
martial law, all aimed at pre-
venting the spread of the virus. 
That’s not to say, however, that 
such measures aren’t being 
contemplated if the situation is 
deemed to warrant them.

What we are seeing, however, 
is a slowdown in the economy, a 
global phenomenon, as business 

as usual isn’t an option, from 
workers being told to distance 
themselves, typically by stay-
ing home, to outright closures. 
You can be sure government 
officials everywhere are aware 
of both the current harm to the 
economy and the prospect of 
still more should the crisis drag 
on. Right now, everyone is err-
ing on the side of caution, but 
decisions will have to be made 
eventually. In the meantime, 
there will be significant costs, 
the government actions eventu-
ally repaid by all of us.

Here at The Observer, we’re 
well aware of the fallout from 
the current crisis. Much of what 
we do is cover the goings-on in 
the community, and right now 
there’s very little going on. It’s 
an unprecedented suspension of 
activities, from children’s events 
at the library right through the 

first-ever cancellation of the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival. 
That all-of-a-sudden reality is 
reflected in the paper, as the 
stories reflect the coronavirus, 
and the absence of activities ... 
due to the coronavirus.

Against the backdrop of calls 
to remain calm and avoid pan-
ic, that kind of news coverage 
seems more than a little ironic: 
all COVID-19, all the time does 
add to the sense that there’s 
something to worry about. Of 
course, there are precautions 
to take, and trusting in the pro-
nouncements of health-care of-
ficials is the only logical course 
of action. The coronavirus has 
become as standard a topic of 
conversation as the weather, at 
least for the time being, though 
the former will eventually exit 
the stage, leaving us to return to 
the latter as the faithful standby.

For now, we’re looking to 
bring you facts about the out-
break, as well as stories about 
the impacts on our communi-
ties. As with other organiza-
tions, how that will play out 
remains up in the air: we’re 
planning for all kinds of contin-
gencies, including the closure 
of our offices and the distancing 
recommended by health offi-
cials, despite ours being a fairly 
social undertaking at times. We 
are committed to keeping you as 
informed as possible, no matter 
what the develops. 

As noted, the rapidly-evolving 
social changes, albeit destined 
to be short-lived, mean none 
of really know what’s coming 
down the pike tomorrow, let 
alone the day after that. We only 
know this crisis will pass, and 
the only way through is togeth-
er.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

“I must level with the Brit-
ish public: many more fam-
ilies are going to lose their 
loved ones before their time.”

BRITISH PRIME MINISTER 

BORIS JOHNSON, MARCH 11

“Just stay calm. It will go 
away.”

U.S. PRESIDENT DONALD 
TRUMP, MARCH 10

The contrast between 
the two major pop-
ulist leaders of the 

English-speaking world 
could not have been great-
er. Trump, who spent two 
months dismissing the 
Covid-19 virus as a “hoax” 
cooked up by his opponents 
to crash the market and 
scupper his re-election 
chances, finally did an 
about-face on March 13 and 
declared a “national emer-
gency.” But on Sunday he 
was still fantasizing that “we 

Playing a game 
of British Roulette

have tremendous control” 
over the virus.

Johnson, on the other 
hand, assumed a grave 
manner as he delivered the 
bad news. It’s serious, many 
people will die, but we do 
have a plan. The problem is 
that the plan may kill a great 
many Britons for nothing 
if he is wrong – which most 
experts think he is.

“When I heard about 
Britain’s ‘herd immunity’ 
coronavirus plan, I thought 
it was satire,” epidemiol-

It's all about the context as the COVID-19 outbreak puts a damper on calls to "get outside and play."

“With inadequate employer paid leave and too 
few unemployed workers receiving EI, we’ve set 
up a system in Canada where front-line workers 
will regularly have to decide between staying 
home when sick and being able to pay for rent or 
feeding their families. Not only is that an unfair 
choice, it's dangerous. Policymakers should act 
quickly to make sure there is another option.” 

Economist David Macdonald on extending EI

Only 38% of illness or disability leave and 23% of 
family responsibility leave of over a week was paid by 
employers in 2019. Only 14% of leave of more than a 
week taken by workers in the lowest income decile in 
2019 was paid, while those in the top decile had 74% 
of their leave of over a week covered by their employ-
er.  Just one in five workers making $15 an hour or less 
had leave over a week long paid by employers in 2019.  

Canadian Centre for Police Alternatives

DYER | 07

GWYNNE DYER 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Economic impacts will outstrip medical issues of COVID-19

T he coronavirus (COVID-19) 
crisis – a word that applies 
more to the economic 

fallout than the health issues, at 
least thus far – has brought out 
the best and worst in us. 

The profiteering of those 
stocking up on the likes of hand 
sanitizer, for instance, reflects 
their greed and gullibility of 
some people given to panic, the 
same sentiment that applies to 
those making runs on toilet pa-
per and a host of other grocery 
store items. It’s a flu pandemic, 
not the zombie apocalypse. 

On the other side of the coin, 
there are people who are making 
a concerted effort not only to fol-
low the advised precautions, but 
to help out friends and neigh-
bours in need of assistance. 

We’ve certainly seen unprec-
edented steps to help curb the 
spread of the virus, from the sus-
pension of professional through 
minor hockey games to the re-
strictions on travel. Public places 
have been closed and events 
cancelled, as health officials ad-
vise against gathering in crowds. 
Many businesses have advised 
employees to work from home. 

We’ve not seen the likes of 
this before. Some of that is an 
abundance of caution, no official 
looking to be blamed for failing to 
act, though there’s been plenty of 
criticism of governments around 
the globe, and some praise for 
their efforts as applicable.

Health issues are paramount 
just now, as officials look to get 
a handle on the spread of the 
virus, which has fanned out 
around the globe in relatively 
short order. China, the epicentre 
of the outbreak, remains the 
hardest hit, but the pace is slow-
ing even as other countries are 
behind that curve, having seen 
cases develop later on. Canada 
is one of those latter locations, 
looking to flatten the curve.

While different from its fel-
low coronavirus, COVID-19 will 
eventually run its course, with 
the many unknowns the real 

sticking point in the battle, and 
the foundation of our fears. Such 
apprehension is fuelling the pan-
ic, from the stock market turmoil 
to the shortages on grocery store 
shelves.

Many of the precautions and 
most of the stockpiling will likely 
prove unwarranted. This is not a 
repeat of the 1918 flu pandemic, 
which came at a time before an-
tibiotics and even the discovery 
of viruses. Health care was much 
more rudimentary at the time, 
thus ruling out comparisons, 
writes Jeremy Brown, an emer-
gency physician and author of 
Influenza: The Hundred-Year 
Hunt to Cure the Deadliest Dis-
ease in History, in The Atlantic 
earlier this month.

“If the terrible influenza pan-
demic of 1918 and the current 
coronavirus outbreak share one 
feature, it is this: People are ter-

ribly afraid. In December 1918, in 
the midst of the pandemic, 1,000 
public-health officials gathered 
in Chicago to discuss the disease 
which had by then killed an esti-
mated 400,000 people over three 
months. They did not know the 
cause of the epidemic, they had 
no treatments, and they had lit-
tle idea how to control its spread. 
Face masks, which were then 
being worn by a large portion 
of the general public, offered 
no guarantee of protection (and 
that remains true of face masks 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

today). Many health officials be-
lieved that the masks provided a 
false sense of security. Perhaps 
that was correct, but there was 
still a value in providing any 
kind of security. Chicago’s health 
commissioner made this clear. 
‘It is our duty,’ he said, ‘to keep 
the people from fear. Worry kills 
more people than the epidemic. 
For my part, let them wear a rab-
bit’s foot on a gold watch chain 
if they want it, and if it will help 
them to get rid of the physiologi-
cal action of fear.’

“The face mask might have 
offered as much protection as a 
rabbit’s foot. But it allowed peo-
ple to feel as if they were doing 
something proactive, which, 
even a century ago, was under-
stood to be of great psychological 
importance.”

We’re going to need much 
more than masks and rabbits’ 

feet to deal with the far more 
reaching harm being done to our 
economy, however.

What started out as a clear im-
pact on the travel industry, par-
ticularly cruise lines where there 
were outbreaks and much-pub-
licized quarantines, and the air-
lines, as people first feared to get 
on an airplane and then coun-
tries began to cancel nonessen-
tial travel. The International Air 
Transport Association predicts 
the novel coronavirus could see 
airlines around the world lose 
some $63 billion to $113 billion 
this year.

Such concerns  quickly spread 
to all facets of the economy. 
The entertainment industry is a 
case in point, as we’ve seen sus-
pensions of the NHL, NBA and 
MLB, for instance, trickle down 
through other leagues. Live con-
certs and theatrical shows have 
been cancelled. Fears of crowds 
and public health decrees could 
add up to a $5-billion hit on the 
movie industry as box office 
sales decline. 

Given the widespread closures 
and shutdowns being carried out, 
layoffs and financial hardships 
are imminent. The majority of 
us live paycheque to paycheque 
or close to that edge, meaning it 
won’t take long for many people 
to be under water. Provisions are 
being made for people struggling 
to pay their bills – penalty-free 
deferrals, for instance – and gov-
ernments are looking at financial 
supports, but the only effective 
step is returning to normalcy as 
quickly as possible. 

There’s going to be pain, 
perhaps rolling into a global re-
cession in fairly short order, so 
they trade-off between fighting 
the pandemic and keeping the 
economy afloat will eventually 
become an issue, probably soon-
er rather than later. 

The intertwined global econ-
omy and the credit/debt-fueled 
nature of our consumer-driven 
system is unlikely anything that 
existed in 1918.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

ogist William Hanage of 
Harvard University told the 
Guardian on Sunday. But 
it is deadly serious. Boris 
Johnson, unlike Donald 
Trump, listens to scientists, 
but the ones he listens to 
most, chief scientific advis-
er Sir Patrick Vallance and 
chief medical adviser Chris 
Whitty, have a plan that 
most other experts think is 
crazy.

‘Herd immunity’ occurs 
when a large majority of the 
community has acquired 
immunity to a disease.  
That breaks the chain of 
transmission for the virus 
in question, and even those 
without immunity are 
fairly safe so long as their 
numbers stay low. So this is 
Boris’s cunning plan.

Let the coronavirus 
spread until around 60 per 
cent of the population has 
acquired and survived it. 
Then the dreaded ‘second 
wave’ of the epidemic will 
not happen, because herd 
immunity will protect ev-
erybody. Alas, there are a 
few flaws in this plan.

Sixty per cent of the 
British population is about 
40 million people. Only 
0.2% of adults under 40 
who contract Covid-19 die 
from it (and those under 
10 don’t get sick at all). The 
death rate goes up steeply 
for older age groups, but 
even for those in their 60s 
it’s only 3.6%. So for all the 
under-70s it’s only – hang 
on a minute, that’s 445,000 
deaths. More than British 
military deaths in WWII.

That’s assuming that 
Britain’s National Health 
Service (NHS) can give in-
tensive care to all the severe 
cases of Covid-19. If the UK 
follows the pattern in China, 
around one in five coronavi-
rus patients will need inten-
sive care to recover. One in 
five of 40 million people is 
eight million.

The number of beds in 
intensive care units (ICUs) 
in British hospitals is 4,300. 
Maybe the NHS can impro-
vise 10,000 more, but it still 
wouldn’t go far if up to eight 
million severely ill patients 
need ICU beds this year, 
each for weeks at a time. 
Many more than 445,000 
would die. The whole 
scheme is lunacy – and we 
still haven’t got to the plan 
for the over-70s.

The death rate from 
Covid-19 for people in their 
70s is eight per cent. For 80 
and over, it’s at least 15 per 
cent. So while everybody 
under 70 takes their chanc-
es with the virus, all those 
over 70 must self-isolate for 
four months. Those who 
venture out can be fined 
up to £1,000 (US$ 1,230) or 
even jailed.

Now, it’s possible that 
Boris Johnson’s advisers are 
right and everybody else 
is wrong. Maybe there is a 
devastating ‘second wave’ 
coming next winter, and 
this bizarre plan is the only 
way to stop it. But we don’t 
even know if Covid-19 will 
have a second wave. There 
wasn’t with SARS, a similar 
coronavirus. As William 
Hanage said, “vulnerable 

�DYER:  UK Prime Minister, like the U.S. President, doesn't have a handle on the implications of policies he espouses
FROM 06 people should not be ex-

posed to a virus right now in 
the service of a hypothetical 
future.”

Elsewhere, there’s a dra-
matic fall in the number 
of new infections in Asian 
countries that started test-
ing, contact tracing and 
social distancing early on. 
China has had 81,000 cases, 
but on Monday reported 
only seven new cases. No 
official will say this aloud, 
but Britain is deliberately 
neglecting all that and let-
ting the infections rip.

Testing, contact tracing 
and social distancing may 
turn out to be ineffective: 
infections may pick up 
again in other countries 
when the rules are finally 
relaxed. But that strategy 
is certainly worth a try, 

whereas Johnson, in the 
words of Richard Horton, 
editor-in-chief of leading 
British medical journal The 
Lancet, is “playing roulette 
with the public.”

Why is he doing it? Per-
haps it’s just arrogance (aka 
the ‘Brexit spirit’): Britain 
knows best, and should 
always steer its own course. 
But he probably just pre-
fers a policy that does not 
cripple the economy, and 
doesn’t understand the im-
plications.

So not all that much 
difference between the 
mini-Trump and the real 
thing after all. And the ‘herd 
immunity’ nonsense proba-
bly won’t last long once the 
British public realizes what 
Johnson’s government is 
actually planning.
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/scores

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

In response to the COVID-19 outbreak, all municipali-
ties in Waterloo Region have closed their recreational 
facilities, this week adding the closure of all remaining 
municipal facilities to the public up to and including 
April 5. This includes all city/township halls, regional 
headquarters and municipal administrative o�ces, 
unless access is required to deliver a critical service. 

The OLG has announced a temporary shutdown 
of all casinos across Ontario, with Elements Ca-
sino Grand River in Elora shuttered this week. All 
dining and simulcast racing operations were also 
temporarily suspended. There is currently no live 
racing at the site, as that season begins June 3. 
www.grandriverraceway.com

FACILITIES CLOSED RACEWAY CLOSURE
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James St

ELMIR A

SOS IS VIRTUALLY OPEN! 

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East

With the COVID-19 pandemic, our in-clinic rehab is temporarily 
suspended. To maintain your care and continue your progress

we will be offering Tele-Rehab soon!
For more information contact us at: elmira@sosphysiotherapy.ca

or call 519-669-1212 for more details.

Former Elmira Sugar King Keanan Stewart will be heading to Erie, Pennsylvania to play hockey after receiving a scholarship from Mercyhurst University. [FILE PHOTO]

Keanan Stewart moves closer to his dream of playing pro with move to NCAA at Mercyhurst University in Pennsylvania

Local hockey player gets signed by American college
BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

He has loved hockey since 
he was a young boy and 
always dreamt of play-
ing professionally. Now 
Keanan Stewart is taking 
the next steps in his ca-
reer to make that dream 
become a reality as he gets 
prepared to start his col-
lege hockey career.

“It’s been my life’s 
dream to play at the col-
lege level and then go play 
pro,” said Stewart. “It’s 
been a big accomplish-
ment and a pretty exciting 
past couple of days. I’m 
looking forward to it.”

The former Burlington 
Cougar’s player says ever 
since minor hockey, he 
knew embedding himself 
into this world is what he 
wanted for the rest of his 
life.

Through his personal 
Twitter account, the Wool-
wich resident announced 
he had committed to play 
university hockey at Mer-
cyhurst University in Erie, 
Pennsylvania.

“Very honoured and 
excited to announce my 
commitment to play Di-
vision 1 college hockey at 
Mercyhurst Univeristy,” 
said Stewart in a tweet. “I 
would like to thank every-
one who has helped me 
get to this point including 
my coaches, teammates 
and family.”

Stewart will be playing 
National College Athletic 
Association (NCAA) Di-
vision 1 hockey, getting a 
“full ride” for his studies 
while he’s there.

He says throughout the 
season he was talking to 
at least 10 different teams, 

however, none of them 
came forward and gave 
him an offer. Mercyhurst 
was the first one to give 
him the chance to take 
his career forward and he 
“hopped on board.” 

At this time, Stewart 
has yet to make a final de-
cision on the program he 
will be taking. But, he says 
he is looking at a sports 
business management 

program so once he’s done 
playing, he can move into 
a managerial position with 
a hockey team.

Stewart played AAA 
level hockey his whole life 
before being drafted to the 
Ontario Hockey League 
(OHL) which he says never 
worked out. 

While he was playing 
Minor Midget AAA for the 
Guelph Jr. Storm, he was 

drafted in the fifth round, 
101st overall, of the 2016 
OHL draft by the Owen 
Sound Attack. 

Stewart says he went 
there for two years on 
tryouts and never got the 
chance to play. After that 
he decided the Ontario 
Junior Hockey League 
(OJHL) was where he 
wanted to go next with his 
career.

For the last two years, 
Stewart has been play-
ing with the Burlington 
Cougars of the OJHL. In 
a combined 102 games he 
scored 50 goals and added 
52 assists for an average of 
a point per game during 
his time in the league.

While his college career 
has yet to begin, Stewart is 
already looking ahead to 
what’s next. 

“My goal is to play pro 
... so after university I 
guess the goal is to play 
pro, whether that be in the 
NHL, in Europe, wherever 
that takes me,” said Stew-
art.

Stewart has also played 
for the Elmira Sugar 
Kings and the Guelph 
Hurricanes in the Greater 
Ontario Junior Hockey 
League. 

NCAA HOCKEY
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Day would probably 
plummet if they were re-
named a scoot flower or 
a fart violet. Maybe that’s 
why you don’t run into 
many Sex Dungeons on 
the river.

My advice is, if you do, 
you should probably keep 
it to yourself.

In my home childcare available during
the day! Call me about datenights too! Get a head start on spring,

contact us for a free custom deck
consultation today!

Call: 226•220•1196
www.martinandmousso.ca

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

Yesterday, I spent the 
afternoon at my fly 
tying bench tying 

up streamers, which are a 
type of fly that can imitate 
a baitfish, sculpin, leech, 
crayfish or large aquatic 
bug such as a dragon fly 
nymph – but, who am 
I kidding, you already 
knew that. As you also 
probably know, there are 
a large variety of streamer 
patterns for a bored fly 
tyer to fill a fly box or two 
with – and each of them 
serves a purpose. That 
purpose is, supposedly, to 
catch big fish.

The problem, as I see 
it, is every one of these 
patterns seems to have 
the kind of name that will 
get a person (more impor-

NOT-SO-GREAT OUTDOORSMAN

Zoo Cougars and other acceptable flies

tantly this person) into 
trouble, if they utter them 
just as the wrong person 
walks into the conver-
sation. Here’s a case in 
point: the most famous 
streamer name is perhaps 
the Wooly Bugger.

I think you see where I 
am going with this.

To an angler, they are 
simply known as buggers 
– and they are an exceed-
ingly effective streamer 
fly for bass and trout. 

Having said that, they are 
not the kind of fly you 
would want to talk about 
in any tone above a whis-
per at a church picnic or 
within earshot of your 
mother. The same goes 
for other famous stream-
ers such as the Booby fly, 
Butt Monkey and the Sex 
Dungeon – all of which, 
I want to stress, I had no 
part in naming.  None 
whatsoever. Nada.

I think that’s one of the 
reasons why, yesterday, 
I chose to tie Zoo Cou-
gars. They were a safe 
choice as far as names are 
concerned. It’s far less 
complicated to say I am 
holding a Zoo Cougar in 
my vise than, say, a Butt 
Monkey or a Booby.

Even if someone 
doesn’t understand I am 
talking about fishing 
flies, at least tying up a 
few Zoo Cougars makes 
me sound a little braver 
and possibly even danger-
ous. Conversely, the mere 
mention of a Butt Monkey 
makes me sound like I am 
an immature third grader, 
especially since I giggle 
each time I say it. Don’t 
judge me.

The good news is that 
Zoo Cougars are an ex-
cellent fish-catching 
pattern, too, and meant 
for deep water as well, 
which is good because my 
fly box has too few deep 
water patterns. Also, they 
are not too hard to tie so I 
will soon be able to go out 

in public and say I have 
tied at least a dozen Zoo 
Cougars this week alone.  
And, if someone calls me 
on this, I will be able to 
pass a lie detector test. 

I will admit, prior to 
this, I had never given 
much thought to the 
importance of naming a 
fly. It just seemed to be 
part of a common frame 
of reference that fly an-
glers have, so that when 
someone asks what 
you are catching 
them on, they’ll 
at least be able to 
tie on the pattern you 
lied to them about.

All this is to say that, 
although a rose by any 
other name is still a rose, 
their sales on Valentine’s 

Widespread cancellations put an end to playoff runs of Sugar Kings, Applejacks

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

In the wake of major 
sports leagues suspending 
their seasons, fears of the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 
have now reached local 
hockey teams. 

On March 12, the 
Greater Ontario Junior 
Hockey League (GOJHL) 
announced they were 
cancelling the remainder 
of their 2020 playoff sea-
son. The Provincial Junior 
Hockey League (PJHL) 
also announced they were 
suspending league opera-
tions – including practic-
es. Both came into effect 
March 13.

The Elmira Sugar Kings 
of the GOJHL and the 
Wellesley Applejacks of 
the PJHL are local junior 
teams affected by these 
moves. 

The Kings had just 
started their sec-
ond-round playoff series 
against the Stratford 
Warriors, while the Jacks 
had just tied up the third-
round series against the 
Tavistock Braves.

The news came the 
same day as Hockey Cana-
da announcing they were 
cancelling all sanctioned 
activities, including na-
tional championships.

In a statement from 
Terry Whiteside, commis-

sioner of the PJHL, and 
Sandra Neubauer, chair 
of the board of directors, 
they say the league is 
following the lead from 
Hockey Canada, the On-
tario Hockey Federation 
and the Ontario Hockey 
Association to keep play-
ers safe.

“The health and safety 
of players, staff, volun-
teers and fans is of ut-
most importance to the 
Provincial Junior Hockey 
League. Accordingly, the 
PJHL has been closely 
following news of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
has remained in regular 
contact with Hockey Can-
ada and the Ontario Hock-

ey Federation through 
our governing body, the 
Ontario Hockey Associa-
tion,” reads the release.

Brock Gerber, general 
manager of the Apple-
jacks, said he was notified 
early Friday morning that 
the team’s season was 
over and he’s disappoint-
ed with the outcome con-
sidering their most recent 
performance in a game.

“Obviously we felt we 
were picking up momen-
tum after the big double 
OT win in game two and 
are disappointed the sea-
son has ended this way,” 
said Gerber. “We want 
to thank our volunteers, 
players and fans for a 

great season. On behalf of 
the Wellesley Applejacks 
organization we hope 
everyone stays healthy 
here and look forward to 
seeing you all soon. Go 
Jacks go!”

The Sugar Kings share 
the same sentiment of 
disappointment. 

Jeff Snyder, director of 
hockey operations, says 
he feels bad for those who 
do not get to finish their 
junior years.

“We felt we had a good 
opportunity to compete 
for the championship 
this spring based on our 
first-place finish,” said 
Snyder. “Our team was a 
very close knit group this 

year and they really took 
pride in representing the 
Elmira Sugar Kings in a 
positive way both on and 
off the ice. We felt they 
were a very hard working, 
disciplined group that 
provided exciting hockey 
for our great fans.”

The cancellations ap-
plied to all minor hockey 
leagues and team, as well, 
with the season coming 
to an abrupt end before 
the playoffs could be re-
solved.

With the prevalence of 
COVID-19, other sports 
may be in jeopardy and 
the upcoming seasons for 
summer sports could be 
affected.

Hockey Canada decision made in the wake of COVID-19 pandemic applies to junior ranks, all minor hockey leagues

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Amid COVID-19 fears, the Index of consumer 
confidence for March fell 32 points, the largest 
monthly decline ever. The coronavirus is causing 
anxiety in Canadians, with implications for 
Canada’s economy given that consumers have 
been the main engine of economic growth. 

Conference Board of Canada

The federal government this week expanded its 
COVID-19 economic response plan, pledging up to 
$27 billion in direct support to Canadian workers and 
businesses, plus $55 billion to meet liquidity needs 
of Canadian businesses and households through tax 
deferrals to help stabilize the economy. Combined, 
the $82 billion in support represents more than 3% 
of Canada’s GDP. 

CONSUMER ANXIETY FEDERAL FUNDING

Join our Volunteers to Increase our Tree Cover
HELP SAVE OUR TREES
We need help with : Tree pruning, planting,  and inventory, seed collection, nursery care
Only enthusiasm required. Training provided. Pruning training starts on April 6th
Flexible times – Its satisfying and fun!

Interested in Learning more or Signing up? www.healthywoolwich.org or contact Ann Roberts 519 669-1647 ext 7027 • aroberts@woolwich.ca

Downtown Elmira is not alone in seeing reduced traffic, closed stores and uncertainty as the measures to tackle COVID-19 slow the economy. [JOE MERLIHAN]

Some are moves directed by health officials, others a reflection of concern about public gatherings, economic downturn

Businesses scaling back, shuttering doors
OBSERVER STAFF

Due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic, 
many businesses have 
changed the way they serve 
customers or shuttered 
their doors completely.

Premier Doug Ford de-
clared the province was 
in a state of emergency 
early Tuesday morning. As 
such, events of more than 
50 people are banned until 
March 31, and bars and 
restaurants are to close, 
unless they offer take-out 
or delivery.

A number of retailers 
have also opted to close 
their doors, with the likes 
of IKEA and Gap joining 
a long list of businesses 
recognizing concerns 
about public gatherings, 
their staff safety and the 
economic downturn, with 
economists predicting a 10 
per cent hit to GDP.

“Our top priority during 
these challenging times 
continues to be health 
and safety. Our commu-
nities are working hard 
to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, and to support 
these efforts, we will tem-
porarily close all stores 
across the country to 
support social distancing 
efforts and based on rec-
ommendations from local 
health authorities,” said 
IKEA Canada CEO Michael 
Ward, whose company has 
some 7,300 employees, in a 
release.

As of today (March 19), 
retail operations at Gap, 
Old Navy and related retail 
operations will shut down 
through the end of the 
month.

“To assist the efforts un-
derway to slow the spread 

of the coronavirus, we are 
closing all stores in North 
America for the next two 
weeks,” said Gap Inc. CEO 
Sonia Syngal in a state-
ment. “Our focus remains 
on supporting the health 
and livelihood of our em-
ployees, while caring for 
our customers and com-
munities. We will provide 
our impacted store em-
ployees with pay continui-
ty and benefits during this 
two-week period. And, to-
gether, we look forward to 
welcoming our customers 
back in our stores soon.”

Also as of today, LCBO 
stores will be operating 

at reduced hours, from 
11 a.m. until 6 p.m. dai-
ly. This measure follows 
previous action taken to 
elevate store cleaning and 
sanitization protocols 
and increased prevention 
awareness amongst em-
ployees, the company said 
in an announcement this 
week.

Delivery options remain 
available to customers, 
though customers will have 
to follow pick up directions 
provided by Canada Post 
for home deliveries. 

Stores are not accepting 
product returns. Cus-
tomers wishing to make 

returns should hold on to 
products and receipts as 
all eligible returns will be 
honoured at a future date.

Recognizing the eco-
nomic downturn, Can-
ada’s six largest banks 
have announced plans to 
provide financial relief to 
Canadians impacted by the 
economic consequences of 
COVID-19.

Effective immediately, 
Bank of Montreal, CIBC, 
National Bank of Canada, 
RBC Royal Bank, Scotia-
bank and TD Bank have 
made a commitment to 
work with personal and 
small business banking 

customers on a case-by-
case basis to provide flexi-
ble solutions to help them 
manage through challeng-
es such as pay disruption 
due to COVID-19; childcare 
disruption due to school 
closures; or those facing 
illness from COVID-19.

This support will include 
up to a six-month payment 
deferral for mortgages, and 
the opportunity for relief 
on other credit products, 
the banks said in a joint 
release.

“Individual Canadians 
or business owners facing 
hardship are encouraged to 
contact their bank direct-

ly to discuss options that 
could be available to them.”

In a move that will also 
have an impact on the hos-
pitality industry locally, 
Home Hardware Stores 
Ltd. last week announced 
the cancellation of its 2020 
Spring Market today, which 
was set to be held in Water-
loo Region on April 5-7. 

“The health and safety of 
the Home Hardware com-
munity, our dealer-owners, 
team members, suppliers, 
business partners, and cus-
tomers is, and will always 
be, our number-one priori-
ty,” said company CEO and 
president Kevin Macnab in 
a release. “We understand 
that this is the first time 
in Home’s 56-year history 
that a market has been 
cancelled. This event hosts 
over 7,500 attendees from 
across the country and we 
believe this precaution is 
necessary. 

“This was a difficult de-
cision, but the safety of our 
Home Hardware communi-
ty and those in the Water-
loo Region is paramount,” 
he added.

Business is already down 
significantly at hotels in 
the region, and restau-
rants have been directed 
to reduce their operations. 
Changes for local restau-
rants in the area are listed 
below.

The Elmira Sip and Bite 
has closed their doors 
immediately until further 
notice.

Kitchen Kuttings in El-
mira will only be offering 
takeout to customers. Dine-
in will not be offered due to 
COVID-19.

All Tim Hortons loca-
tions will not be offering 

COVID-19

SLOWDOWN | 11
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Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com
  

0519 Wellington Road 7, Elora  |  519.846.5388
1.800.661.7006  | www.deboersequipment.com    

Please check to make sure 
that the information is 

correct. Mark any errors on 
this copy and email or fax 

back to (519) 843-7607
or call (519) 843-5410
by TUESDAY NOON.

IF WE DO NOT HEAR 
FROM YOU, YOUR AD 

WILL BE PRINTED 
IN THE NEWSPAPER 

AS IT IS HERE.

DEADLINES:
Our deadlines for 
ad submission is 

MONDAY AT 3:00 P.M.
Our deadline for 

error corrections is
TUESDAY AT NOON.
Please feel free to call 
us to discuss your ad.

Ads are designed for our 
publication ONLY.

We do not charge for 
design however if you 

would like a jpeg version of 
your ad for social media a 

nominal $20 charge 
will apply.

Please sign your APPROVAL

The
Wellington 
Advertiser

Fergus, Ont.

PLEASE
READ:

NOTE: 
A CANCELLATION FEE OF

$50
applies to any ads 

cancelled after 
MONDAY AT 5PM.PROOF OF YOUR AD 

for the January 31 issue.  
3 columns x 7” - $451.50 less 40% 
discount + colour + HST per issue

PLEASE REPLY WITH YOUR APPROVAL 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

Thank you,
Jacqueline Furfaro
Production Dept.

UNBEATABLE

DEALS

+ADDITIONAL
SAVINGS FROM

O N E  D AY  O N LY !

SERVING YOU SINCE 

1965
FARM | INDUSTRIAL | RECREATIONAL | HOME

SERVING YOU SINCE 

1965

0519 Wellington Road 7, Elora  |  519.846.5388
1.800.661.7006  |  www.deboersequipment.com    

*For base model SSV65P canopy with std bucket only. No other attachments or options 
included in this price. $35,950 cash price only, regular rate Kubota financing available 
OAC. Limited quantities. 

Incredible performance meets extraordinary comfort 
in Kubota’s SSV Series. The Kubota Tier IV Diesel 
engine is easy-to-maintain and provides plenty of 
power to move large square or round bales with ease. 
Features like new side lights expand your visibility, 
and the roll up door and wide operator area help you 
stay alert and  more productive. Finally getting the job 
done right also means getting it done easily.

PERFORMANCE AND 
COMFORT ALL ROLLED 
INTO ONE.

kubota.ca  kubota.ca  kubota.ca  |||

SSV65P 
CANOPY MODELS

STARTING AT

$35,950*
• 65 HP, 1950 lbs. lift 

capacity
• Units in Stock, 

Ready for Delivery

TOUGH WINTER AHEAD?
WE WOULDN’T HAVE IT
ANY OTHER WAY.

|  kubota.ca

Exceptional comfort and an easy to maintain Kubota 
Tier IV Diesel engine combine for an impressive piece
of equipment in Kubota's SSV Series. New side lights
expand the operator's visibility on the job site, and the
roll up door and wide operator area make for a more
alert and productive work environment during those long
cold jobs. All of a sudden, winter doesn't seem so bad. 

See store for details 

iPad 4
16 GB

$12999

iPad Air 2
64 GB

$24999

iPad Air 2

APPLE MacBook Air

$49999

Intel i5 425ou, 
1.3 ghz 4 gig x 128 gig SSD

11" screen • Mojave OS
 

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

iPad 4 iPad Air 2iPad Air 2

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

$17999
FROM

UNLOCKED
APPLE

iPHONES

$24999
Model #HA270

HP ProBook 450 G1

$32999Special

INTEL i3 4000M, 2.4GHZ, 8GB RAM,
500GB HDD, 15.6” HD, Win-OS

ONLY ONLY

FROM

Acer ChromeBook 315

$29999
AMD A4-9120c, 4gig x 32gig, Big 15.6” Screen!!  

Special

Acer ChromeBook 315

DELL OPTIPLEX 
7020 TOWER PC

$32999Special
INTEL i5 4th Gen 3.3GHZ, 8 GB RAM, 500GB HD, Win-OS

DELL OPTIPLEX 

GAMING TOWER!!

$59999Special

Intel i7 6700 3.4ghz 
16gig x 512gig SSD Hard Drive 
Nvidia Quadro K620 Video Card  

Acer 27” 
Gaming Monitor

Only

GAMING TOWER!!

59959999999999

16gig x 512gig SSD Hard Drive 
Nvidia Quadro K620 Video Card  

999999

1.3 ghz 4 gig x 128 gig SSD
11" screen • Mojave OS

iPad Air 2iPad Air 2

Acer 27” 

Second
Location  920 St. David St. N.

FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16 GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32 GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HP ProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE 
MacBook Pro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-787-0006 20 B Arthur St N.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

INTEL i5 4th Gen 3.3GHZ, 8 GB RAM, 500GB HD, Win-OS

Temporarily Relocated www.realitybytescomputers.com

Acer ChromeBook 315
AMD A4-9120c, 4gig x 32gig, Big 15.6” Screen!!  

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

North American market offers 
glimmer of hope for recovery

W ith unusually little 
fanfare, the Cana-
dian government 

hurriedly passed legislation 
approving a new trade deal 
with the U.S. and Mexico 
– popularly known by the 
acronym USMCA – in just 
one day last week, before 
closing down parliament.

The approval’s un-
spectacular nature was 
understandable, given the 
world’s preoccupation with 
the COVID-19 coronavirus. 
In fact, limiting exposure 
to one another to try slow-
ing down the virus’ spread 
was the reason parliamen-
tarians were leaving Ottawa 
so quickly in the first place.

Canada was the last of 
the three countries to ratify 
the agreement, after trade 
negotiators reached a deal 
back in 2018. Mexico was 
the first country to ratify 
the agreement last June, 
followed by the U.S. earlier 
this month. The USMCA 
deal couldn’t go into effect 
until all three countries’ 
governments approved it.

Normally, this kind of 
a milestone would be ac-
companied by all kinds of 
posturing and self-congrat-
ulatory backslapping. It’s 
huge. And while it’s so un-
fortunately overshadowed 
by efforts to fight the coro-
navirus, the disease actual-
ly underlines why the deal 
is vital to our countries.

When times get tough, 
like they are now, we look 
to family and neighbours 
for help. In the trade sense, 
that’s what the U.S. and 

Mexico are to Canada, and 
vice versa. All three gov-
ernments claimed victory 
when the deal was negoti-
ated, and they were right 
– trading with your neigh-
bours is good business. 

Sometimes, U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump is a 
lousy neighbour, especially 
when he intimates that 
Canada is a threat to U.S. 
security. But from a busi-
ness perspective, the huge 
and mostly accessible mar-
ket the U.S. represents to 
Canada and Mexico could 
be key to long-term recov-
ery, as long as the Ameri-
cans don’t introduce new 
protectionist measures to 
try to stimulate their econ-
omy. Hopefully the trade 
deal will deter such actions 
from happening.

Most parts of the agri-
cultural value chain are 
winners in this deal. Sup-
ply-managed commodities 
continue wondering what’s 
going to happen to them, 
as new trade deals chip 
away at what’s been a guar-
anteed domestic market for 
them. The Canadian gov-
ernment has come through 
with significant support for 
some parts of the sector to 
offset potential losses.

But for commodities that 
totally rely on the market, 
the USMCA agreement is 
golden (if indeed anything 
can be considered golden 
at this time in our histo-
ry). Greater access to 328 
million Americans can’t 
be anything but good for 
our exporters. Mexicans 
too are fans of Canadian 
commodities, such as pork, 
beef, canola oil, maple syr-
up and butter. The addition 
of bacon or ham on pizza 
there makes it a “Canadian 
pizza.” They admire our 
beautiful country. And 
while Mexico is further 
away than the U.S. and not 
as big, it’s still a market of 
almost 130 million people 
and a lot closer than Eu-
rope or Asia. 

Coming the other way, 
Mexico increasingly sup-
plements our winter diets 
with fresh fruit. When I 
was there last week, in the 
agriculturally rich Jalis-
co district, harvests were 
teeming with raspberries, 
strawberries, blueberries, 
blackberries and avocadoes. 
Huge tracts of land are ded-
icated to winter production. 
We need healthy food like 
this at the best of times, and 
the worst. 

Who knows when we’ll 
be able to really realize the 
advantages the USMCA 
trade deal affords us. But 
at least it’s in place now, 
and offers a glimmer of 
hope for recovery, at a time 
when optimism is under-
standably in very short 
supply.

dine-in and will be focus-
ing on drive-thru,

McDonald’s Canada will 
only offer drive-thru, take-
out and McDelivery.

Jack’s Family Restau-

rant in St. Jacobs will be 
closed “until the worst of 
the COVID-19 epidemic is 
over,” reads a post on their 
Facebook page. They will 
re-open as soon as it is 
deemed safe.

� SLOWDOWN: Some businesses told to close up shop, 
others following suit in wake of concerns about virus

FROM 10 The Central Tavern in 
Elmira will be operating for 
take-out and pickup orders 
only from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
daily. The dining room 
will be closed until further 
notice.
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-residential

 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
www.observerxtra.com/media-kit

AUCTIONHELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Production Worker
This fulltime position will involve shift work week 

days (Monday to Friday) with an occasional 
Saturday shift. Responsibilities will include 

warehouse duties, pelleting/batching and receiving.

The successful applicant will have
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relation-

ships with co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively 

with customers.
At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits We offer a competitive wage, pension 
plan and group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume and three references to:
Human Resources

Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,

Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

FULL-TIME POSITION FOR METAL TRIM PRODUCTION
•  Production of light-gauge metal flashings and other building 
materials on late-model CNC machinery.
Qualifications:
• Attention to detail  • Precise workmanship
• A team player • Experience in metal fabricating or in                                 
   frame-building construction would be an asset, willing to Train

Apply in person to: 7806 Sixth Line, Drayton
or contact us at: 519-638-2746 ext 1, or 

sales@macoenterprises.ca.

CHERVIN 
FURNITURE  

ONLINE AUCTION 
OPENS MARCH 20 AT 7PM – 
CLOSES MARCH 27 AT 7PM

Of surplus, quality, brand new furniture for 
Chervin Furniture and Design, Elmira.

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: BRAND NEW 
nesting tables; coffee and end table sets; 
occasional chairs; loveseats; dressers; 
side tables; hall tables; drop leaf tables; 
couches; recliners; and more. Note: Preview 
Monday through Friday from 9-5 at 19 Arthur 
St. S. Elmira. Pick up day Saturday March 
28 from 9am to 5pm. All bidding will take 
place online, closing March 27 at 7PM. 
www.Jantziauctions.hibid.com for the full 
catalogue. Contact Jantzi Auctions if you 
need assistance, or if you want us to bid on 
your behalf. 

AUCTIONEERS:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTIONS

MONDAY MARCH 23 
AT 7:00 PM - ONLINE 
Only auction auction of 
Nascar; die cast; banks; 
Darn Earnhardt cars and 
memorabilia and much 
much more. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. www.jantziauc-
tions.hibid.com.

POSTPONED UNTIL 
APRIL 15TH.  WED.  
March 25 at 9:30 AM - 
Clearing auction sale of 
household effects; furni-
ture; antiques; tools; and 
miscellaneous items at 
the St. Jacobs Commu-
nity Centre. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

CLOSING FRI. MARCH 
27 AT 7:00 PM - SUR-
plus auction of new furni-

ture for Chervin Furniture 
in Elmira. Highlights 
include couch; loveseat; 
accent chairs; ottomans; 
coffee and end tables; 
corner curio cabinet. 
Bidding starts March 20 
at 7PM. Preview Monday 
through Friday from 9-5 
at 19 Arthur St. S. Elmi-
ra. Pick up day Saturday 
March 28 from 9am to 
5pm. All bidding will take 
place online. www.jantzi-
auctions.hibid.com.

SAT. APRIL 4 AT 10:00 
AM - PROPERTY AUC-
tion of a charming; 2 
bedroom brick bungalow; 
household effects; furni-
ture; and much more at 
92 Brown St. in Welles-
ley. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
519 656 3555 www.jant-
ziauctions.com

CLOSING MON. APRIL 
6 AT 7PM - ONLINE 
only auction of military; 
primitives; household; 
collectibles; etc. www.
jantziauctions.hibid.com

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20 & 40kg's, Ice melt 
comes in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

COUNTRY PROPERTY 
WANTED TO RENT OR 
buy. Retired gentleman, 
clean, no pets, non-smok-
er, steady income. Kevin 
519-505-3059.

RENTALS

LOOKING TO RENT A 
HOUSE WITH NO OUT-
side work? Shared rental 
(kitchen and laundry 
room) of this Elmira home 
including main floor living 
room, 3 bedrooms, and 
new bathroom. No outside 
work required. No pets/
no smoking. $1950/mth 
(includes hydro, gas, water, 
cable and wifi). Available 
April 1, 2020. Contact: 
jakem_8@hotmail.com

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Update: 
All Remaining Municipal Facilities  

to close to the public up to and 
including April 5

Waterloo Region – Waterloo Region area municipalities continue to monitor and 
respond to COVID-19 and follow the recommendations of the federal, provincial 
and regional public health authorities in making changes to protect the wellbeing 
of residents and workers. As a precaution during the evolving global pandemic, the 
Region and area municipalities have closed all remaining municipal facilities to 
the public up to and including April 5. This includes all city/township halls, regional 
headquarters and municipal administrative offices – unless access is required to 
deliver a critical service.
Residents, businesses and other municipal customers are encouraged to delay any 
non-essential business with their respective municipality or to consider conducting 
business online or by phone, where possible. These municipal facility closures are 
in addition to the closures of recreation and cultural facilities announced earlier.
All emergency services and all services deemed critical by each local municipality 
will continue. As municipalities continue to monitor the evolving situation, services 
deemed critical will be subject to change. Residents are encouraged to visit their 
respective municipal website for the most up-to-date details about critical services 
and pandemic responses.
For some helpful resources including how to help stop the spread of germs, 
how to self-isolate, self-monitor and social distancing best practices, visit  
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/COVID19

Need a gig
that pays?that pays?
Check out
our help 
wanted
ads!

FIND WORK IN THE OBSERVER

100% LOCAL

GERBER 
AUCTIONS 

IMPORTANT 
NOTICE

PLEASE NOTE that all of our previously 
booked and advertised, live auctions, 
have been postponed due to the spread 
of the Coronavirus. Please watch  
www.gerberauctions.net or keep in contact 
with us as these interesting auctions become 
rescheduled.  Thanks for supporting Gerber 
Auctions and our valued clients through 
these trying times.

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill) TRADES & 

SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

SPRING YARD CLEAN-
UP, EAVESTROUGH 
cleaning and flowerbed 
clean up. Book your lawn 
mowing early for 2020. 
Contact Allan at 519-
570-6808 or email elmi-
ralawncare1@gmail.com
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

We Support Our Community

$25 donation
to Woolwich

Community Services
with equipment

purchase Call us for details

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

FINANCIAL SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com
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BUSINESS FOR SALE
$79,900

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

www.thefreyteam.com
Contact us by email: mildred@thefreyteam.com

Len Frey
Sales Representative

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6368
O�ce 519-669-1544

Mildred Frey
Broker

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6970

Before You Sell or Buy, Call Frey. Call or email today.

NEW PRICE

FOR LEASE
5158 A & B Ament Line, Linwood 
$8.50 per sq. ft  MLS # 30775472 The 
building has a great store front with street 
parking.  A wide variety of uses in the core 
of downtown Linwood. Great open area 
with office overhead if needed or convert 
to retail. This unit is now vacant and can 
be viewed at any time. Call listing agent.

#7-112 Oriole Parkway, Elmira 
Scrubbles Laundromat including everything.  
Washers and dryers are in great condition.  
The laundromat is kept very clean. Has 
several heavy duty fresh co machines to 
clean hockey gear.  The space at the rear 
leaves enough space to install take out dry 
cleaning.  Contact for more info.

FOR LEASE
1,821 SQ.FT. $10/SQ.FT.
4-112 Oriole Pwy, Elmira:   
Large open space will allow for new 
tenant to make divisions as needed. 
All shelving has been removed.  
Owner is obtaining quotes to paint, 
remove half walls and finish the 
floor. MLS #30681168

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Elmira We invite you to come and 
see this impressive Elmira freehold 
townhome.  The curb appeal alone 
will entice you to see more.  Move in 
ready and in immaculate condition, 
this open concept, 3 bedroom, 3 
bathroom townhome is waiting for 
you.  Fully fenced yard, newer deck, 
appliances included, seconds to the 
new Riverside Public School, and 
minutes to high school, arena and 
downtown. Use your creative talents 
to finish the basement as you wish. 
Basement has bathroom rough-in.  
Don’t wait, call today! $469,900$469,900$469,900$469,900

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Elmira 1990 square feet plus finished basement! This bright 3 bedrm, 2 
bathrm home is finished from top to bottom. Welcoming you into the house 
is the spacious front foyer, the functional layout offers an open concept living 
space, with large windows and separate dining room. The second floor offers 
a large master bedroom with luxurious ensuite, with stand in shower & soaker 
jet tub. The 2 additional bedrms are well-appointed, with easy access to the 4 
pc bathroom, and upper floor laundry room. The finished basement has a well 
laid out recreation room with a 2 pc bathrm. If that is not enough, then walk 
out onto your 2 tiered deck, and enjoy the trees & walking trails your new 
home backs onto. Appliances included, roof shingles 2019. 

$624,900$624,900$624,900$624,900 Welcome to 1022 Church Street! This bright and roomy 3 bedroom side-split 
is located in the quiet town of St. Clements, only 10 minutes from Waterloo. You 
will be impressed with the beautiful Chervin custom kitchen providing an 
abundance of space for all of your cooking and baking needs. Bigger updates 
have been done with eaves & soffits (2015), windows (2015) and furnace (2017). 
Your family will have tons of space to spread out in the finished rec-room on the 
lower level as well as a games room in the basement. Entertaining is a breeze 
with the walk out to your 2 tier deck and gazebo with Gas BBQ hook up. The large 
103ft x 150ft lot is sure to please and with 2 separate driveways you can easily 
park your trailer or boat! Walk or bike to library, school, arena, grocery store, 
parks and sports fields. Small town living but close to the city, call today! 

$599,900$599,900$599,900$599,900

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

This bright and roomy 3 bedroom side-split 
is located in the quiet town of St. Clements, only 10 minutes from Waterloo. You 
will be impressed with the beautiful Chervin custom kitchen providing an 
abundance of space for all of your cooking and baking needs. Bigger updates 
have been done with eaves & soffits (2015), windows (2015) and furnace (2017). 
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lower level as well as a games room in the basement. Entertaining is a breeze 
with the walk out to your 2 tier deck and gazebo with Gas BBQ hook up. The large 
103ft x 150ft lot is sure to please and with 2 separate driveways you can easily 
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is located in the quiet town of St. Clements, only 10 minutes from Waterloo. You 
will be impressed with the beautiful Chervin custom kitchen providing an 
abundance of space for all of your cooking and baking needs. Bigger updates 
have been done with eaves & soffits (2015), windows (2015) and furnace (2017). 
Your family will have tons of space to spread out in the finished rec-room on the 
lower level as well as a games room in the basement. Entertaining is a breeze 

$599,900$599,900

SOLD

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Welcome to Southside Estates, Milverton 
Meadows! Small town living with all the 
necessary services, ice rink, public schools, 
grocery and gas bars and s�ll only 30 minutes 
from Waterloo and 20 from Stra�ord or 
Listowel. This 1895 SQ FT 3 Bedroom, 3 
Bathrooms, Detached family home, is the 
perfect match for any new home owner or 

growing family. Open Concept main floor features 9' ceilings; walk out from 
dining room to the spacious rear yard. Upstairs you will find a 2nd floor Laundry 
room, Master Bedroom with 3 piece ensuite, and 3 piece bathroom and an  
addi�onal 2 bedrooms. Book your private viewing today!

$509,000    
69 Arena Drive – Milverton    

700 Square feet of Upstairs office space - Unit 
could be used as 2 offices and an open space ... 
or one office, Board room and open space. A 
second office, (approx. 130sq �) is available to 
lease if needed. Private entrance available. 
Parking available. MLS # 30788162
    

63 Union Street, Elmira
Rent $875/Month

Welcome to Southside Estates, Milverton 
Meadows! Small town living with all the 
necessary services, ice rink, public schools, 
grocery and gas bars and s�ll only 30 minutes 
from Waterloo and 20 from Stra�ord or 
Listowel. This 1895 SQ FT 3 Bedroom, 3 
Bathrooms, Detached family home, is the 

growing family. Open Concept main floor features 9' ceilings; walk out from 

Meadows! Small town living with all the 

Bathrooms, Detached family home, is the 
perfect match for any new home owner or 

Meadows! Small town living with all the 
necessary services, ice rink, public schools, 
grocery and gas bars and s�ll only 30 minutes 
from Waterloo and 20 from Stra�ord or 
Listowel. This 1895 SQ FT 3 Bedroom, 3 
Bathrooms, Detached family home, is the 
perfect match for any new home owner or 

SOLD

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5426 | Direct 519.584.4400

$424,900 ELMIRA – This well kept 2 story semi is a must see. 
3 bed, 2 full bath. Extra deep (150') lot with private fenced back yard. 
Double wide driveway w/ room for 5 vehicles! Upstairs features a beautiful 
new bathroom and 3 bedrooms with vinyl flooring. Master bed has double 
closets with organizers. The eat in kitchen offers plenty of cabinet & counter 
space w/ walk out to covered back deck. Additional living space downstairs 
with corner gas fireplace, laundry and 3 piece bath. MLS

$424,900

NEW LISTING

Luke Shantz
REAL ESTATE BROKER

luke.shantz@outlook.com

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

GENERAL SERVICES

Custom Grading 

 Lawrence Martin

St.Clements, On • 519-699-4138

YardS
Laneways

RegraveLling

SMALL ADS, BIG IMPACT.
THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIED ADS

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

 $2,250,000 | 3rd Concession (Lebanon) 
Farm 3rd Concession. Quality land only 15 months from organic certification. 
Farm is fully fenced.  2 Weather All outbuildings. 17 acres bush. Beautiful custom 
built home (ICF) construction, open concept. finished basement, 3+1 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths, Numerous features.  MLS  Call Dale Direct

$965,000  |  Near Drayton   
I.3 acre beautifully landscaped Cape Cod home with a grannie flat/1bedroom 
apt. 3+1 bedrooms, 4 baths, 20 x 38 hobby shop, large garden shed, pool, on a 
paved road. The rooms are spacious, great room w fp and soaring ceiling, open 
concept kitchen and dining.  Totally finished basement. MLS Call Dale.

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

Country living on the edge of the village 
of Hawkesville. All brick bungalow, ideal 
for retirees. 25 yrs old. 2+ bdrms, eat-in 
kitchen & L.R. Finished basement with 
rec room, office, 3rd bdrm & 3-pc bath. 
Excavated under the garage – ideal for 
workshop. Deep rear yard complete with 
16x24 shed. MLS

3639 EMPEY RD., WALLENSTEIN

NEW LISTING

$649,900

#1NEWS SOURCE
I N  T H E  R E G I O N
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

F A M I LY  A L B U M

OBITUARYOBITUARYOBITUARY

Hoffman, Allan
Passed away into the presence of his 
Lord and Saviour, surrounded by his 
family, on Sunday, March 15, 2020 
at Hospice Wellington, Guelph, at 
the age of 84. Beloved husband for 
almost 57 years of Helena (McNeill) 
Hoffman of Elmira. Loving father of 
the late Rodney Hoffman (1992), Philip 
(Elizabeth) Hoffman of Calgary, and 
Heather (Orvie) Bowman of Elmira. 
Loved grandfather of Jaron, Danya, 
and Karis Bowman; James and Annika 
Hoffman. Dear brother of Marie 
Martin, Roy (Sandra) Hoffman, Reta 
(Stuart) Malloy, and Paul (Evelyn) 
Hoffman. Lovingly remembered 
by many nieces and nephews. 
Predeceased by his parents Israel and 
Anna (Bauman) Hoffman, sister Erma 
(Brice) Martin, and brothers-in-law 
Ashley Tate and Garry Martin. Allan 
was a founding member of Woodside 
Bible Fellowship. He was active on the 
boards of many local and worldwide 
Christian ministry organizations and 
served as a missionary, along with his 
wife, in both India and Africa. He was 
co-owner of Hoffman-Damar Fuels 
Ltd. and a chartered accountant with 
Malcolm Gilson & Co.  A private family 
funeral service will be conducted on 
Friday, March 20, 2020 at Woodside 
Bible Fellowship. The service will be 
livestreamed at 1 p.m. and may be 
viewed online at woodsidechurch.
ca/live. Interment will follow at 
Hawkesville Cemetery. The family 
encourages and would sincerely 
appreciate if extended family and 
friends would share condolences 
on the funeral home website. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations 
to Pamir Ministries or Hospice 
Wellington would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Jamieson, Irene Alberta
Passed away peacefully with family by 
her side on Saturday, March 14, 2020 at 
St. Mary’s General Hospital, Kitchener, 
at the age of 98 years. Irene was the 
beloved mother of Joyce Jamieson, 
Arthur (Julie), Carol Csuntul, Robert 
(Gina), Glenn, and Dianne (Murray) 
Weldon. Loved grandmother of 
Michelle (Kevin), David (Michelle), 
Crystal (Jake), Craig, Rachel (Andy), 
Will (Erica), and Shawn. Loving great-
grandmother of Jamie, Abbigale, and 
Emma. Dear aunt of Don (Lynda) 
Kenesky and Janice Kenesky. She was 
predeceased by her parents Arthur 
and Ida (Sieling) Kenesky, brother and 
sister-in-law Lorne (Helen) Kenesky, 
and sons-in-law Peter Csuntul and Art 
Kenemy. Irene was a lifetime member 
of St. James Lutheran Church, St. 
Jacobs. At Irene’s request, cremation 
has taken place. Due to current public 
health restrictions, a private family 
service will be held. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations to St. James 
Lutheran Church, St. Jacobs or St. 
Mary’s General Hospital Foundation 
would be appreciated. Special thanks 
to Dr. Campbell, Dr. Hartlick, and 
the 7th floor nursing staff for their 
excellent care.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Stephen H. Straus 
The Funeral Mass and Celebration of 
Life for the late Steve Straus, originally 
scheduled for Saturday, March 21 is going 
to be rescheduled to a later date (To be 
announced). Those wishing to offer 
condolences to the family may do so at     
     www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com

Halstead, Raymond “Ray”
With great sadness we announce that 
Ray passed away suddenly at home 
on Wednesday, March 11, 2020 at the 
age of 71. Dearly loved husband of 
Charlotte for over 47 years. Loving 
father of Chad, Dean, Glen (Trisha) and 
Casey (Nancy). Fondly remembered 
by Kristian. Proud Poppa of Ethan, 
Kaleb, Triton, Tayva, Tainsley, Tyla, 
Madelyn, Jaxon and Cooper. Dear 
brother of Karen (late Bob), Judy (late 
Bob), twin brother Ron (Florence) 
and the late Gail (Larry) and Wayne. 
Survived by sister-in-law Joan. Fondly 
remembered by nieces, nephews and 
the Reinhart family. 

A private family service will be held at 
the funeral home on Monday at 11 a.m. 
Interment at Elmira Union Cemetery.  
A memorial service will be held at a 
later date.  

Extended family and friends are 
invited to view Ray’s service on 
Monday at 11 a.m. at https://www.
henrywalser.com/live-streaming

As expressions of sympathy, donations 
to the Heart and Stroke Foundation 
would be appreciated by the family 
(cards available at the funeral home). 

Visit www.henrywalser.com for Ray’s memorial.

ANNOUNCEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT

OBITUARY

Howlett, Betty

Memorial Service Postponed
Due to current public health restrictions, 
Betty’s memorial service will be held at a 
later date.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Auger, Earl C.
After a courageous battle, Earl passed 
away peacefully on Monday, March 16, 
2020 at Hospice Wellington, Guelph, 
at the age of 81. Beloved husband for 
59 years of Joan (Letson) Auger of West 
Montrose. Devoted father of Dwayne 
(Marsha) and Bonnie (Reed), all of West 
Montrose. Lovingly remembered by his 
grandchildren, who were his pride and 
joy, Corey and Crystal; Kylee and Ciara. 
Dear brother-in-law of Shirley Auger, 
Doug and Diane Letson. Sadly missed by 
his nieces, nephews and their families. 
Predeceased by his parents Harry and 
Ida (Downing) Auger and brothers 
Lorrie and Clare, who both passed away 
at 81 years. Earl was loved by his family 
and many friends. He was always a very 
caring, kind and patient man.

He enjoyed snowmobiling, camping 
and spending time with family and 
friends. Earl’s retirement dream was 
to fix up old cars. He worked his entire 
career in sales and service for Inter-
City, Praxair, and Provincial Welding 
and was still being consulted about 
equipment repairs in his retirement. 
Earl and Joan were caretakers for over 
30 years at West Montrose United 
Church until the fall of 2019. 

At Earl’s request cremation has taken 
place. Due to the recent public health 
restrictions, the memorial visitation 
and service will be held at a later 
date. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to West Montrose United 
Church or Hospice Wellington would 
be appreciated. A special thank you 
to relatives and friends for their care 
and compassion to Earl and his family 
during the last five months and to 
Hospice Wellington for making his last 
few days in a comfortable home setting.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

SMALL ADS, BIG IMPACT.
THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIED ADS
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

As of March 18, all GRCA o�ces and facilities are 
closed to the public until April 6 to help prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus. GRCA sta� will continue 
to serve the community over the phone, by email 
and through the online permit application system. 
The GRCA’s flood forecasting and warning system 
will continue without interruption. Some parks will 
remain open to passive uses such as walking, a 
list that includes Laurel Creek and Guelph Lake.  
www.grandriver.ca

The province will provide funding for the region’s con-
sumption and treatment services (CTS) clinic located 
at 150 Duke St. in Kitchener. They will provide 100% of 
operating costs ($1,585,500) and $883,500 towards 
capital costs, with the region funding the remaining 
$216,000. The full site is expected to be operational 
in August.

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Our Diagnostic Specialist. 
Maynard has worked over 20 years in the automotive 
industry. He has spent most of those years training 
and researching the newest technologies on today’s 
modern vehicles. 

Currently Maynard uses his knowledge to train and 
assist other technicians as well as diagnosing the 
most complicated vehicle concerns.  

Book an appointment with Maynard today!

GRCA CLOSURES PROVINCIAL FUNDING

The Region of Waterloo Library was able to take four groups of senior citizens from Elmira, Wellesley, New Hamburg and Ayr to the Schenider Haus museum using funds from the Seniors Community Grant 
Pogram. The group pictured were bussed from the Wellesley branch of the library.  [DAMON MACLEAN]

Provincial grant helps fun Region of Waterloo Library program aimed at older township residents

Staying active is key for seniors
BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Such trips are definitely on 
hold due to the COVID-19 
outbreak, but four differ-
ent groups of seniors got to 
take a journey back in time 
recently courtesy of a pro-
vincially-funded program 
offered by the Region of 
Waterloo Library.

Four groups of senior 
residents were bussed to 
the Schneider Haus muse-
um in Kitchener thanks to 
Ontario’s Seniors Commu-
nity Grant Program.

The expeditions left 
from different locations 
of the Waterloo Regional 
Public Library: Elmira, 
Wellesley, New Hamburg 
and Ayr. The trips were 
offered free of charge to 
those over the age of 55.

Once the groups reached 
their local branch of the li-
brary, they were then filed 
onto a shuttle bus along 
with other senior citizens 
from their community 
onward to Schneider Haus 
in Kitchener. When they 
arrived at the museum, 
they toured through the 
pioneer house and had the 
opportunity to experience 
what life would have been 
like in the early 19th cen-
tury. 

During each group’s 
hour visit, the experience 
prompted smiles and 
laughs as they learned 
things like how to churn 
butter or weave. The 
groups witnessed the 
clothes people would 
dress in and the games 
they would play to occupy 
their time as well. The tour 
groups were also able to 
make their own teabags 

and sample some old-time 
recipes. One such sample 
was a loaf bread with a jel-
ly and coconut spread. 

The grant consisted 
of $5,086 from the grant 
program. The Senior Com-
munity Grant Program 
accepted applications for 
2019-2020 season near the 
end of last summer. When 
the program was origi-
nally introduced it was to 
combat and prevent elder 
abuse. With a population 
of seniors projected to 
double from 2.3 million to 

4.6 million, the plan was 
put into place in 2014. 

There are two streams 
of grants when placing in 
an application; stream 1 is 
a grant with the range of 
$1,000-4,000. The stream 
is geared towards smaller 
organizations and must 
be submitted by a rep-
resentative of a senior’s 
group whether it is an 
organization or not. The 
second stream is a larger 
grant bracket ranging 
from $4,000-25,000. This 
stream is intended for not-

for-profit incorporated 
organizations solely. The 
stream that funded the 
initiative between Schnei-
der Haus and The Region 
of Waterloo Library would 
fall under stream 1.

 The initiative between 
Schneider Haus and the 
Region of Waterloo  was 
announced in December, 
formalizing the partner-
ship. The goal of the trip 
was to better the health 
and well being of senior 
citizens in our community. 

A lack of socialization 

and stimulation in old 
age can lead to the devel-
opment of Alzheimer’s 
and other diseases, health 
officials say.  Reducing 
isolation levels and pro-
moting physical and men-
tal health in elderly com-
munities can help reduce 
risk of developing such a 
disease. 

The goal of the ‘Making 
Connections’ program is 
to offer outreach program-
ming for seniors living 
in the region’s four rural 
townships in an “effort to 

reduce their social isola-
tion by facilitating their 
active participation with-
in the community,” said 
Antoinette Duplessis, his-
toric sites supervisor for 
Schneider Haus National 
Historic Site. 

Keeping active is a great 
way to combat issues se-
niors face, she noted.

To find out more about 
the Seniors Community 
Grant Program and when 
applications are open visit 
the government of Ontar-
io’s website, ontario.ca.
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The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are o�ered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

 
 
  

519.669.5105
 A A  A  

   A

www.mgmill.com

A A  A
  

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

NOTICE: In all likelihood, the near 
term events listed will be cancelled. 
Please use your best judgment and 
not attend public gatherings until local 
health authorities deem it safe to do so.
 
If you are an event organizer, please 
contact us and we will update the status 
of events.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20

 � KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRY AT ST. TERESA'S OF 
Avila Parish Hall, Elmira. There will be continuous seating 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Takeout from 5 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Please bring your own take out containers. Adults $16, 
children (ages 6 to 12yrs) $8, children under 5 free.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21

 � ELMIRA MEAT CANNING BREAKFAST AT CALVARY UNITED 
Church, St. Jacobs, 8 a.m. Enjoy a delicious all-you-can-
eat breakfast, support meat canning in Elmira and hear 
a special presentation to celebrate 75 years of canning! 
Tickets can be purchased by freewill donation, but must be 
reserved. Call 519-745-8458 to buy your ticket.

SUNDAY, MARCH 22

 � TWIN CENTRE HERICANES BRING A FRIEND. CALLING ALL 
girls in St. Clements, Wellesley and Linwood (Wellesley 
Township.) Are you interested in playing hockey in your 
community? Join us at the Wellesley Arena at 2:30 p.m. 
Full equipment is required, and can be arranged. All ages 
welcome.

MONDAY, MARCH 23

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB. COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS 
invites you to join us at Woolwich Memorial Centre for a 
light lunch and fellowship, $7. Call 519-664-1900 by noon 
March 19 to sign up.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25

 � SENIORS' COMMUNITY DINING. COMMUNITY CARE 
Concepts invites you to join us at Linwood Community 
Centre for lunch, fellowship and entertainment, $12. Call 
519-664-1900 by noon March 23 to sign up.

THURSDAY, APRIL 9

 � EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS, 10:30 A.M. AT WOODSIDE 
Church, Elmira. "Food Security: From Excess to Enough" 
Dr. Ralph C. Martin, plant agriculture, retired professor 
University of Guelph. Devotional: Harvey Gingrich. Music: 
Our Favorite Hymns.

MONDAY, APRIL 20

 � WOOLWICH GARDENERS SPEAKER: LYNN LEACH 
“Gardening As Therapy" at Trinity United Church, Elmira, 
7 p.m. Members free; non-members $5. Memberships 
available at event. Open to the public! "Lug a Mug" for 
refreshments and treats.

 � MEAT CANNING IN ELMIRA AT THE ELMIRA PRODUCE 
Auction Centre, 8 a.m. MCC’s meat canner visits Elmira for 
five days. To volunteer, visit elmirameatcanningproject.ca or 
call Keith or Dianne Snyder at 519-669-4084.

SATURDAY, APRIL 25

 � WOOLWICH COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP DAY. STARTING AT 9 
a.m. at various locations throughout Woolwich.  Lend a 
helping hand to clean-up Woolwich this spring! Contact Ann 
about supplies and a location near you. Call 519 514-7027 
or email aroberts@woolwich.ca Remember, every litter bit 
helps!

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

I ’ve had quite a few 
people asking so just a 
quick correction from 

my last recipe – yes it is 
supposed to be “cornmeal” 
and not cornstarch in the 
Foccacia.

Well it’s okay to make a 
mistake once in your ca-
reer, so there it is!

There’s no mistake, 
however, in enjoying this 
great Irish recipe during 
the week we celebrate St. 
Patrick – and it does not 
require green food colour-
ing.

The Irish are of course 
known for potatoes as 
they can grow on rough 
terrain and are also inex-
pensive, but they didn’t 
know what a potato was 
until the 16th century, 
when they were brought 
back over from the “New 
World.”

The springtime is a time 
where one would wan-
der through the woods 
looking for fresh green 
goodies to eat, and one of 
the greatest treats is the 
young spring leeks (we 
call them ramps, which 
can be found in any rural 
areas right here in Water-
loo Region).

The idea of this soup 
is to start with a leek and 
potato base, and then 
to add whichever fresh 
greens and herbs that you 
happen to find that day.

Kilkenny beer has been 
brewed in Ireland since 
the 1400s, named for the 
patron saint of the ship-
wrecked. Not sure what 
that has to do with this 
soup except that perhaps 
if you’re shipwrecked then 
you’re stuck and dry land 
and need to forage for 
your dinner.

Irish Forager’s 
Soup

2 oz butter
1 medium onion
1 bunch leeks

Spring & Ireland come 
together for this soup

CHEF'S TABLE

1 rib celery
1 lb potatoes
1 can “Kilkenny” beer
1.5-2 L chicken or vegeta-
ble stock
1/2 lb watercress
Salt, white pepper, nutmeg
Fresh dill
1 cup cream
8 oz Irish bacon

1. Dice vegetables and sweat 
in butter until starting to soft-
en.

2. Add beer and stock and 
bring to a boil.

3. Reduce to a simmer, and 
add potatoes (peeled and 
diced).

4. Simmer until tender, about 
20-30 minutes.

5. Add greens, cream, and 
season well.

6. Sear and render bacon in a 
separate frying pan – drain.

7. Puree soup and add bacon 
at the end. 

Chef Bruce Du� is the operator of 
“Chef Du� at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just 
outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts 
private events, banquets, team 
building and cooking classes and 
also run breakfast and lunch in 
the café from Wed. – Sat; info@
chefdu�.ca.

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Fred Lichti preaching

“Living“
”Water”
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OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Lucy drug
4. Home to a baby, 

gangsta
8. Drain pipe plastic
11. Cool, to an old 

person
14. Thriller in Manilla 

pugilist
15. Constantly cheated 

on by Zeus
16. Need space? Get 

some
17. Ashtabula's lake
19. Determining how 

thick a soup is, for 
instance

22. Lung rattle to a 
doctor

23. Polishing grits
24. Literally the goal of 

sports
25. Corolla part
26. Roman stoic, tutor 

to Nero
27. Curvy
29. Old Chinese money
30. Arm measure
31. Did this solo shoot 

first?
32. Place around a 

table
34. Life-giver day star
36. Triplet rhyme 

scheme
38. Fight or file format?
42. CPAP target
44. Bride of Christ
46. Baltic Republic
48. This driver's waltz 

pleases girls com-

pletely
49. Frozen lollies
52. Megaton unit 

source
53. Turn around bright 

eyes, this is totally 
of the heart

55. Euro TV standard, 
back in the day

56. Peels
58. The Beatles' "___ 

Leaving Home"
59. Quasar heart
61. Superior toast, usu-

ally an upcharge
63. Carpenter's groove
64. Mighty, from little 

acorn
66.  Seat of the 

Tokugawa Shogu-
nate

68. Honeymoon elixir
70. Philatelic book
74. Marx collaborator
77. Government collec-

tor
78. Mixed from prima-

ries
79. Grassland
80. Landed softly
81. Disaster returns 

every 75 years
83. Last in line brings it 

up
84. Land of the in-

creasingly less free
85. Disgusting stuff to 

a Brit
86. Heat-storing stove
87. Calculating
88. Besmirch

89. Group related 
through male line

90. Wind shelter

DOWN
1. Washes
2. Snail trail stuff
3. Remove from a 

messy situation
4. Fine decision
5. Closes back up, 

tomb or tupper-
ware

6. Eye flower
7. Punchy onomato-

poeic slug
8. Kneecap
9. Machiavellian 

leadership quality
10. In sadness or hap-

piness don't we all
11. To this document
12. Lovely, desirable 

Muse
13. Pilaf by another 

name
18. Electric swimmers
20. Make something 

new
21. Tautomer of ketone 

or aldehyde
25. School volunteers
27. Ashtar's planet
28. Position in a cycle
32. Markdowns
33. Reference point for 

an era
35. Disentangle from a 

fixed relationship
37. Pork's is what 

bacon's made of

39. Superficial injec-
tion

40. Summarily convict-
ed

41. Body-shaming term
43. Brief program
45. Cease in the bud
47. Small spoon
50. Capital city of 

Osaka
51. Hit two pool balls 

in a row
54. Space mapping 

maintaining dis-
tances

57. Played slowly
60. Diffuse, ill-defined
62. Good old Ralph 

Waldo
65. Next month
67. Want one? Slap 

someone with a 
glove

69. Brings into law
70. Classified into O, B, 

A, F, G, K, M, R, N, 
S

71. Stories of der-
ring-do

72. Forming an axis
73. Former of the Dalai 

Lama
75. Feudal lord
76. Stiff structures 

resembling hairs
79. Funeral fire
81. Make music word-

lessly
82. Encourage foolish-

ness with on

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapses. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

Due to the COVID 19 pandemic, we are 
taking the following precautions:

To reduce exposure and protect our 
community and staff, we have changed our 
booking model. Urgent appointments will 
continue to be seen but we will be striving to 
do primarily telephone consultations.
Our doctors and staff have been working 
diligently to maintain a safe environment for all.

If you have travelled within the last two 
weeks or have been in contact with 

 someone who has travelled in the last 
two weeks, please do not enter the clinic.

If you have questions, please call the 
dedicated line for COVID-19 519-883-2289 
(8:30 am to 4:30pm) or after hours call 
Service First Call Centre at 519-575-4400.

WOOLWICH OUR COMMUNITY OUR FAMILIES

PLEASE HELP
FLATTEN THE CURVE

Elmira Medical Clinic Patients

Elmira Medical Centre
2 Park Ave. W., Elmira | 519-669-5493 Relive it with a reprint.

Being in the paper is one
of life’s highlights.

We have photos 
to share.

ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

GET IT IN THE
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BRAIN FOOD

Beer isn't just enjoyable, it can be good for the environment
Q.  Beer lovers, you know 
a good brew when you 
taste it.  But do you know 
about several unusual 
uses for beer byproducts 
that produce winners all 
around?

A.  The Milk River, located 
largely in Montana, gets 
its milky hue from the 
high amount of clay that 
has seeped into the water 
supply, says Dan Lewis on 
his “Now I Know” web-
site.  But the wastewater 
treatment system for the 
city of Havre, home to some 
10,000 people, wasn’t doing 
a good job of reducing the 
phosphorous and nitrogen 
in the city water.  Fixing the 
problem would cost more 
than $1 million.

Fortunately, Havre has 
an award-winning small 
craft brewery, with lots 
of waste barley mash to 

dispose of.  In 2017, the 
wastewater treatment su-
perintendent offered to 
take the mash for use in 
the river.  As explained by 
Yellowstone Public Media, 
“bacteria play a big role 
removing nitrogen and 
phosphorus … but need 
some extra food at the end 
of the treatment process 
when they’re starving for 
carbon and volatile fatty 
acids.  Luckily, spent barley 
has both.”  Dumping just a 
few gallons of the brewery’s 
barley waste into the water 
each day allows the waste-
water to be returned safely 
to the ecosystem.

Beer byproducts can also 
be used as a plastic substi-
tute for six-pack rings that 
sometimes endanger wild-
life when they end up in 
the ocean.  A small Florida 
brewery has made an al-
ternative ring system from 

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  STRANGE questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

barley and wheat, fully 
biodegradable and digest-
ible.  As “Discovery” puts 
it, “rather than ensnaring 
curious animals in a corset 
of litter, the company’s six-
pack rings could serve as a 
satisfying snack.”

 
Q.  From a reef-dwelling 
rainbow-colored fish, to 
an East African tree that 
grows to an impressive 
height of 65 feet, to a 
black-and-white spider 
less than a quarter-inch 
long, biological discov-
eries of new species can 
be amusing or downright 
shocking.  Can you fill in 
the details about “E.vol-
tai” and the three Mada-
gascar frog species?

A.  The electric eel, “E. vol-
tai,” is the world’s greatest 
bioelectricty generator, 
discharging a zap of 860 

volts, significantly more 
than the previous record of 
650 volts, reports Gem-
ma Tarlach in “Discover” 
magazine.  Perhaps its 
super-shocking skills come 
from its home in excep-
tionally clear water, which 
has lower conductivity 
than murkier flows.  “E. 
voltai” and a second eel are 
the first additions to the 
“Electrophorus” genus in 
250 years.

Turning to the new frog 
species, the trio are so tiny 
they could sit together on 
your thumbnail.  As Tar-

lach says, the researchers 
that made the discovery 
“had some fun naming the 
nano-frogs, which com-
prise the new genus “Mini”: 
“Mini scule,” “Mini ature” 
and “Mini mum.”  Get it?

 
Q.  For decades, chickens 
have held the front line 
in Florida’s fight against 
West Nile virus and vi-
ruses that cause Eastern 
equine encephalitis and 
Saint Louis encephalitis.  
How so?

A.  In 2018, chickens from 
over a third of Florida’s 
counties provided weekly 
blood samples revealing if 
they’d been bitten by dis-
ease-bearing mosquitoes, 
says Aimee Cunningham 
in “Science News” maga-
zine.  If enough birds tested 
positive, pesticide spraying 
and other measures could 

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

TRAVEL ABROAD WITH THE OBSERVER

Names: Bob and Fay Aldous, Mary 
and Karl Jordan, Sue and Otto Plein

Location: Hawaii, Tahiti, Bora Bora, 
Mo'orea

Date: February, 2020

Details: We were on the Emerald Prin-
cess cruise ship. The photo was taken 
in Bora Bora.

Interesting Facts: Bora Bora (French: 
Bora-Bora; Tahitian: Pora Pora) is a 
30.55 km2 (12 sq mi) island group 
in the Leeward group in the western 
part of the Society Islands of French 
Polynesia, an overseas collectivity 
of the French Republic in the Pacif-
ic Ocean. The main island, located 
about 230 kilometres (143 miles) 
northwest of Papeete, is surround-
ed by a lagoon and a barrier reef. In 
the center of the island are the rem-
nants of an extinct volcano rising to 
two peaks, Mount Pahia and Mount 
Otemanu, the highest point at 727 
metres (2,385 feet). It is part of the 
commune of Bora-Bora, which also 
includes the atoll of Tūpai.

103 Ontario St. S., Kitchener • 519-745-4053 • Monday to Friday 10:30 - 6 • Saturday 11-4 • www.jamiesonsbilliards.com

Since 1929
Family Owned and Operated

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

be employed to stop the 
disease from spreading.

According to University 
of Florida biologist Thomas 
Unnasch, the birds “are 
sampling literally hundreds 
or thousands of mosquitoes 
every day.”  But they’re 
not able to detect dengue 
or Zika, since mosquitoes 
carrying those viruses tend 
to bite people rather than 
birds.  Fortunately, the vi-
ruses causing West Nile or 
Eastern equine encephalitis 
are relatively rare in people 
but can be deadly.  Infected 
chickens show few signs of 
sickness.  Moreover, neither 
infected people nor chick-
ens can transmit the virus-
es because both are consid-
ered “dead-end hosts.”

We’d love your input on the issues,
and this issue.   Share your thoughts.

GET IT IN THEHave something to say?

ads.observerxtra.com/letters
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THIS WEEKS DEALS!
MARCH 19 - 22  4 DAYS ONLY!
THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 10-59-6

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188 | M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

SPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK

$155

VINYL

PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

6MM THICK

$100

VINYL

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

12MM 
THICK

LAMINATE

$157
PER SQ FT

 REG 3.99

LAMINATE

2-TONE
FRIEZE 

CARPET

$149
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

CARPET

ENGINEERED
CLICK HANDSCRAPED

HARDWOOD

$299
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

HARDWOOD

ENGINEERED
5” WIDE X 3/4” THICK
HARDWOOD

$399
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

HARDWOOD

5’X7’
SHAG

AREA RUGS

$4999
STARTING

FROM

RUGS
NO

TAX

GRAY 
MODERN 

LEDGESTONE

$499
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

STONE

MODERN
WOOD-GRAIN

TILE

$199
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

TILE

13” X 13”
CARRARA 

PORCELAIN

$100

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

XL BOARDS
9” X 5’ LONG

CLICK VINYL
CORK PAD ATTACHED

$299
PER SQ FT

 REG 5.99

VINYL

WE ARE

FULLY STOCKED!
The wel l-being and safety  of  our 
shoppers  and employees remains 

our  top pr ior i ty.

But  i f  you are  stuck in  the house 
for  the next  few weeks. . . what 

bet ter  way to  pass the t ime than 
some home improvements!

We are  FULLY STOCKED here 
at  Source F loor ing!




