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It happens 
here too

REGION OF WATERLOO

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Not an issue typically as-
sociated with the region, 
human trafficking is a 
problem here nonetheless, 
and one that often remains 
in the shadows.

The Waterloo Regional 
Police Service (WRPS) car-
ried out 90 related investi-
gations in 2019, laying 40 
criminal charges, accord-
ing to recently released 
year-end figures. The 
totals exceed those of any 
previous year, notes public 
information officer Cst. 
Andre Johnson.

“WRPS has a Special Vic-
tims Unit dedicated specif-
ically to investigating cases 
of human trafficking. This 
branch conducts investiga-
tions of sexual assault and 
human trafficking while 
assisting and supporting 
victims,” he explained.

UNITAS, a global organi-
zation combating human 
trafficking, notes the prac-
tice is the second-largest 
business globally, next 
to the illegal drug trade. 
In 2017, the International 

Labour Organization esti-
mated that there were 40 
million people enslaved 
throughout the world. Of 
those, an estimated 25 per 
cent are children.

Such numbers were 
front and center during 
last week’s International 
Missing Children’s Day, 
marked on May 25. The 
day acknowledges those 
who have gone missing 
and those that have been 
found. 

“Our children deserve 
safe communities where 
they can grow and thrive. 
Today reminds us that we 
must work together to find 
our missing children and 
protect them from future 
harm,” said Amanda Pick, 
CEO of the Missing Chil-
dren Society of Canada.

The group notes there 
were 40,425 children re-
ported missing in Canada 
last year, based on RCMP 
reports. Youth from the age 
of 12 to 24 continue to be at 
the highest risk for human 
trafficking.

The risk for human traf-
ficking remains high even 
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Battling garlic mustard, Inga Rinne and Audrey Gleeson gather up the eradicated invasive species wreaking 
havoc on the trail near South Parkwood in Elmira.    [DAMON MACLEAN]

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Having dropped off, instances of 
new coronavirus cases in the re-
gion are trending upwards, likely 
the result of increased testing. 
The blip was expected by Public 
Health officials.

“After days of low numbers 
of new cases, we saw a bit of an 
increase since yesterday. This is 
what I thought might happen due 
to the increased testing volumes 
we’ve seen lately,” said Dr. Hsiu-Li 
Wang, the region’s acting medical 
officer of health, in a video brief-
ing on Tuesday.

The number of new cases re-
mains well below the daily peaks 
seen in mid-April, with totals 
hitting 1,138 positive cases, 171 of 
which are active.

Over the past couple of weeks, 
the decline in cases has been rea-
sonably reassuring that measures 
we’ve taken here in the commu-
nity have worked, she noted. 
However, increased testing and 
reopening of the economy are 
factors in this week’s jump. There 
are now outbreaks being detected 
in workplace settings, informa-
tion Public Health is breaking 
down on its online COVID-19 
dashboard.

CORONAVIRUS | 05

WEEDING OUT INVASIVE SPECIES

Coronavirus 
cases edge 
upward in line 
with increased 
testing

COVID-19 WATERLOO REGION

Largely in the shadows, human 
traffi  cking is an issue in Waterloo Region
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Our Government has taken quick and measured steps to 
help individuals and businesses during this pandemic.

For businesses affected by COVID-19, we are supporting 
you through: 

• The Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance 
(CECRA) for small businesses. This program is now 
open for applications, offering support for businesses 
and property owners. 

• The Regional Relief and Recovery Fund (RRRF) 
provides financial contributions to help support fixed 
operating costs of SMEs. This program has provided 
$252.4 million for southern Ontario.

• The Youth Employment and Skills Program (YESP)
provides a wage subsidy to employers who hire youth 
for agricultural jobs. The program offers support for 
50% of wages to a maximum of $14,000.

Take care and stay healthy,
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

There were 419 residential homes sold through the 
MLS system of the Kitchener-Waterloo Association 
of Realtors in May, a decrease of 40.5% compared to 
May 2019, and an 80 per cent increase compared to 
April when sales contracted sharply due to COVID-19. 
The average sale price of all residential properties 
sold in May increased 6.5% to $568,275, while de-
tached homes sold for an average price of $657,274, 
an increase of 5.4%.

Deeming parking concerns adequately addressed, 
Woolwich council this week approved plans for a 
new retirement facility on Elmira’s Barnswallow Drive. 
Meeting as a committee of the whole June 3, coun-
cillors gave unanimous support to a zoning change 
necessary to allow the project to go ahead. The 
Elmira and District Association for Community Living 
(EDACL) will operate a 20-bed assisted-living centre.
From the June 7, 2003 edition of The Observer

P H A R M A C Y
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

HOME SALES REBOUND FROM THE ARCHIVES 

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Della vanDokkumburg has turned her sketching project into a new book featuring Conestogo sites. [SEAN HEEGER]

Hometown sketches compiled
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Della vanDokkumburg 
started sketching pictures 
of the town almost three 
months ago, when encour-
agement came from her 
online artists’ group to 
draw the things she saw 
around her everyday. Time 
at home while the province 
has been under lockdown 
gave her the chance to grow 
the skills she’s been devel-
oping for more than two 
years, and use her creativ-
ity as an outlet. The shut-
down has given everyone a 
chance to “slowdown and 
appreciate their surround-
ings” and that is just what 
she did when she started 
sketching. 

The time she took to look 
at what’s around her is fea-
tured in multiple drawings 
of different places around 
Conestogo. Now, with a 
few dozen sketches created 
of various locations and 
structures in the area, van-
Dokkumburg has turned 
her sketch work into a book 
for everyone to enjoy.

“I started posting these 
pictures online and friends 
started saying ‘you really 
gotta put this in a book, 

you have to make a book 
about Conestogo.’ So, one 
thing led to another and 
I decided to put a book 
together, and it was sort of 
unique to this pandemic,” 
said vanDokkumburg. 
“This is Conestogo through 
my eyes at this point in 
time.”

After her sketches were 
posted online, she says 
people would comment 
about who they knew that 
lived in the houses and 
she was inspired to delve 
deeper into the stories each 
location had to tell. She 
then began looking into the 
history of the locations her-
self as she drew and chose 
to include some of that 
within her book, sharing 
what she’d learned. 

She says delving into the 
past during the current sit-
uation the world is in gave 
her hope for the future 
and helped her sketching 
become a “very interesting 
project.”

The book features about 
30 drawings created by 
vanDokkumburg during 
the months of March and 
April. She says the book 
is laid out in a way so it 
can be used as a guide to 
take a walking tour around 

Conestogo.
“There’s a map in there 

where all the different 
buildings are indicated and 
then you can walk through 

history. All the information 
is there to encourage peo-
ple to explore more them-
selves and find their way 
through the history of the 
town as she did.

Just a few weeks has 
passed since decided to 
create the book, and she is 
now accepting orders until 
June 8 for the first batch of 
books. The book is being 
created by a “print on de-
mand” company, meaning 
once there are enough or-
ders for a copy of the book, 
vanDokkumburg will put 
in an order. Books cost $30 
and a portion of the pro-
ceeds will go towards the 
Ray of Hope organization 
in Kitchener.

She does not currently 
have plans to make books 
focused on other parts of 
Woolwich Township, how-
ever, she says when she 
drives through the area, 
she sees more and more 
places that interest her 
for sketching. So, some-
where in the future when 
her current queue of work 
subsides, there may come 
more sketch books about 
the area.

To order a book email 
vanDokkumburg at della.
stroobosscher@gmail.com.

the town and have a look 
at the buildings and then I 
have a little writeup about 
it.”

 VanDokkumburg says 

the writeups are very brief, 
simply giving basic infor-
mation about each location 
because her expertise does 
not lie in architecture or 

With a growing portfolio of drawings from around the village, Della vanDokkumburg has created a new book

Relocated bird nest adds to cost overages on road project

MIDDLEBROOK | 04

BY STEVE KANNON
skannnon@woolwichobserver.com

Relocating a family home 
contributed to the cost 
overruns of rehabilitating a 
small span on Middlebrook 
Road, north of  West Mon-
trose.

In inspecting the bridge-
like structure ahead of this 

summer’s repairs, crews 
discovered a barn swallow 
nest. Given that the barn 
swallow is a threatened 
species of bird, the town-
ship had to find a new 
habitat, move the nest and 
arrange for monitoring 
over the next three years. 
The total cost, including 
bird netting around the 

structure to prevent birds 
from returning, will run 
about $6,600.

That amounts to more 
than 10 per cent of the defi-
cit expected on the project, 
which clocked in at al-
most $190,000, well above 
the budgeted amount of 
$128,000.

Woolwich councillors 

nonetheless gave the go-
ahead to the work last 
week, making the decision 
formal at Tuesday night’s 
meeting.

Known as structure 
161262, the span is in poor 
condition, requiring ex-
tensive repairs, said Jared 
Puppe, Woolwich’s director 
of infrastructure services.

Work is expected to get 
under way as soon as July 
2, the township having 
awarded the contract to 
Jarlian Construction Inc. 
The Burlington-based com-
pany submitted the lowest 
of four bids at $158,000. 
An additional $20,000 was 
awarded to GM BluePlan 
Engineering to administer 

the contract and oversee 
the work.

The project is anticipat-
ed to be completed by the 
end of July if it gets under-
way as scheduled, depend-
ing on weather, among 
other factors.

Located on Middlebrook 
Road, about 1.5 kilometres 
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Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

We have PPE in store
Lysol and WetOnes Disinfectant Wipes

Rubbing Alcohol (70% & 90%)
No-Touch Infrared Thermometer

Digital Thermometer
3 Layer Disposable Mask • KN95 Mask

Hydrogen Peroxide
Gloves • Hand Sanitizer • Face Shield

Please call or visit our Pharmacy

WATER CONSERVATION  
BY-LAW STARTS MAY 31

Once-per-week  
lawn watering is in effect 

May 31 - September 30.

For more information: 519-575-4400  •  www.regionofwaterloo.ca/water

5:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Remember that lawn watering days are 
based on the last digit in your house number.
If your address ends in:
 0 or 1 your watering day is:  Monday
 2 or 3 Tuesday
 4 or 5 Wednesday
 6 or 7 Thursday
 8 or 9 Friday

The following activities are permitted 
during the above watering hours for 

even-numbered addresses on even days 
of the month and for odd-numbered 

addresses on odd days of the month:
• Watering of shrubs, trees and gardens

• Washing of vehicles
• Pool top-ups

Thanks for doing your part!

For newly planted sod/seed lawns 
and nematode applications contact 

the Region for a permit.

Elmira Farmers 
Market is opening 

Saturday
June 13th

at 8:00 a.m. under strict 
Covid-19 guidelines.

Congratulations!!

For more information call
519-504-1925

Specializing in local products.
New Vendors Welcome!

Any questions feel free to call 
and ask Allan @ 519-504-1925

in rural communities, in 
places similar to Woolwich 
and Wellesley townships. 
However, there are re-
sources in our community 
and within the Region of 
Waterloo. As per usual, if 
immediate help is needed, 
contact 911. The WRPS 
also has its non-emergen-
cy line, 519-570-9777, or 
anonymous tips can also be 
placed to Crime Stoppers 
online or over the phone at 
1-800-222-8477.

WRPS has also part-
nered with community 
support groups such as the  

Sexual Assault Support 
Centre of Waterloo Region 
and the Waterloo Region 
Sexual Assault/Domestic 
Violence Treatment Cen-
tre at St. Mary’s General 
Hospital.

In February, St. Mary’s 
worked with regional po-
lice to create a toolkit and 
campaign entitled It Hap-
pens Here. 

“Human trafficking is 
a vastly under-reported 
crime, and these statistics 
likely only show a small 
glimpse into the real prob-
lem of sex trafficking in 
Waterloo Region. A dis-

turbing fact that is much 
often ignored. For those ex-
periencing human traffick-
ing, it is often difficult to 
escape or report the crime. 
Posters were placed in high 
schools in the region ex-
plaining the severity of the 
crime and how to recognize 
if someone may be subject 
to human trafficking,” the 
kit notes.

“The trauma caused to 
the victims of human traf-
ficking can be so harmful 
they refuse to come for-
ward to ask for help,” ex-
plained WRPS Chief Bryan 
Larkin.

 TRAFFICKING: Police work with health-care groups
in dealing with the trauma of assault and violence

FROM 01

north of Balsam Grove 
Road, the stream-crossing 
spans 2.4 metres and is 15.9 
metres, made in four seg-
ments, largely of concrete. 
The higher-than-budgeted 
costs arose when detailed 
design plans were final-
ized, a process that came 
after the 2020 budget was 
approved, noted a report 
presented by Puppe.

The issue with the barn 
swallow nest added  to the 
overage. 

Relocating the nest and 
installing netting rang in 
at $2,825. A suitable new 
location had to be found 
within one kilometre of the 
current site, Puppe noted. 
Monitoring services for the 
next three years will cost 
another $3,825. The mea-
sures are required under 
provincial legislation, leav-
ing the township with no 
wiggle room, he added.

“It is the cost of doing 
business.

“We have relocated the 
nest to within a kilometre 
of this existing structure 
– that has worked out well 
for us,” he said in response 
to a question from Coun. 
Patrick Merlihan, noting 
other municipalities have 
had to build new nesting 
structures at costs of up to 

MIDDLEBROOK: Work to repair span set to begin early 
next month; township also approves south-end projects

FROM 03

$20,000 when a suitable 
site could not be found 
within the legislated 
one-kilometre range.

In other road-related 
matters, councillors this 
week awarded a $107,000 
contract to Cambridge

Landscaping & Con-
struction Ltd. to carry 
out culvert repairs and 
ditching services in the 
south end of the township. 
The work, to begin June 
8 and be completed over 
a two-week period, is pre-
liminary to township plans 
to convert three stretches 
of gravel roadways – Wool-
wich-Guelph Townline, Le-
rch Road and Fife Road – to 
surface-treated standards 
(tar-and-chip).

The work is part of the 
township’s focus on con-
verting gravel roads south 
of Highway 7 in order to re-
duce maintenance costs on 
routes farthest from town-
ship equipment depots. 

“The main reasons for 
this is due to the increased 
traffic volume occurring 
in the area low volume of 
horse-and-buggy traffic 
and the long distance that 
township graders are re-
quired to travel to perform 
maintenance on gravel 
roadways,” reads a report 
presented by Puppe.

With the ditching and 
culvert work done this 
year, the surface treatment 
would be carried out in 
2021, he added.

A map shows the location of the Middlebrook project. [SUBMITTED]
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Monday June 22, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.

THE THIRTY-SIXTH
ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING
of the

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTRE

All Community 
Members within

WCHC’s
service area

are invited to attend

All Community 

Please contact Heather Lambie at hlambie@wchc.on.ca 
in advance to be provided an electronic invitation 

to the meeting by June 19th.

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Graingerg g
Professional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney$25 OFF

Call us for a
FREE quotation 

and legal review of 
your transactions!

BE READY FOR
THE SPRING

REAL ESTATE 
MARKET!

WE ARE
OPEN!

The Waterloo Regional 
Police Service has issued 
a warning after receiv-
ing reports of fraudulent 
telephone calls that have 
been “spoofing” the WRPS 
phone number.

Caller ID spoofing al-
lows fraudsters to disguise 
their calls and make them 
appear to represent a legiti-
mate organization.

Since May 25, police have 
received several reports of 
fraudulent telephone calls 
that appear to be coming 
from various government 
agencies, including WRPS.

In one instance, a person 
received a telephone call 

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

MAY 26

 ■ 9:35 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of break-and-enter that 
occurred sometime overnight 
in the area of Lawrence Street 
in Wellesley. The complainant 
advised that his vehicle was 
entered and property was 
taken. Items including change, 
vehicle documents and a set 
of keys for his house, garage 
and mailbox were taken. The 
unknown suspect then used 
the set of keys to enter the 
complainant’s garage and 
stole a golf cart battery and 
charger. The documents and 
keys were later recovered on 
a neighbour’s lawn. Through 
investigation is was deter-
mined that another vehicle 
parked along Lawrence Street 
was also entered. Property 
including vehicle documents 
and a dash camera were 
taken. The investigation re-
mains ongoing. Police advise 
residents to lock your doors 
and make sure your windows 
are firmly closed; don’t 
leave valuables in plain view 
(including cash, electronics, 
work tools, sensitive work 
data or material, jewellery or 
sunglasses);  and don’t leave 
personal identity items in the 
vehicle, including passports, 
ownership, or insurance docu-
ments. Instead, keep a copy of 
your ownership and insurance 

Police warn of caller ID spoofing scams

from a phone number that 
appeared associated with 
Service Canada. The indi-
vidual was told that their 
Social Insurance Number 
(SIN) was linked to crim-
inal activity. As a result, 
they were required to with-
draw money from their ac-
count and purchase Bitcoin 
to keep their money safe. 
They were then locked out 
of their account.

The WRPS non-emergen-
cy number has also been 
used in spoofing scams. An 
individual would receive a 
phone call from a number 
that appears as WRPS: 519-
570-9777. The scammer 

would then advise the in-
dividual that they are the 
police and would require 
cooperation or they would 
be arrested.

WRPS and other gov-
ernment agencies will not 
demand payment over the 
phone, or threaten you 
with imprisonment if de-
mands are not met.

Do not simply trust what 
is displayed on your caller 
ID. If you suspect that a 
company or government 
agency is seeking personal 
information or money, 
check to verify and ensure 
their request is authentic, 
police advise.

Never give out person-
al information such as 
passwords, your Social 
Insurance Number (SIN), 
or other sensitive identifi-
cation information over the 
phone.

If you believe you have 
been a victim of this scam, 
and have shared personal 
information or sent money, 
please report it to police 
by calling 519-570-9777.  If 
you have received a phone 
call, but have not provided 
personal information or 
sent money, please contact 
the Canadian Anti-Fraud 
Centre by calling 1-888-
495-8501.

in your wallet. 

 ■ 8:30 PM | The Perth 
County OPP arrested and 
charged a person in relation 
to a single-vehicle collision 
on May 26 on Line 37 in the 
Township of Perth East. The 
investigation revealed that a 
van travelling westbound left 
the roadway, striking a hydro 
pole and downing the hydro 
lines. Upon speaking with 
the driver, the investigating 
officer learned that the driver 
had consumed alcohol.  An 
approved screening device 
was utilized and the driver 
produced a roadside sample 
of breath that resulted in a 
fail.  The driver was placed 
under arrest and was trans-
ported to the Stratford Police 
Service detachment for breath 
tests, where his blood alcohol 
concentration was determined 
to be above the legal limit. The 
driver, a 31-year-old Stratford 
man, was charged with 
‘operation while impaired – 
blood alcohol concentration 
80 plus.’ The vehicle involved 
was towed from the scene 
and a seven day impound was 
initiated as per statute. The 
accused’s driver’s licence was 
also suspended for 90 days.

MAY 27

 ■ 1:02 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 

to Huron and Sandhills roads 
in Wilmot Township for a col-
lision involving two vehicles. 
A white Dodge pickup truck 
was stopped at a stop sign on 
Sandhills Road when it pro-
ceeded before the way was 
clear and struck a red Nissan. 
The driver of the pickup was 
charged with ‘fail to yield to 
traffic on through highway.’ 
No injuries were reported as a 
result of the collision.

 ■ 4:00 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police arrested a 
fourth individual in connection 
to a stolen vehicle and assault 
investigation stemming from 
Feb. 20 report of a stolen 
vehicle at an address on Three 
Bridges Road in Woolwich 
Township. Upon arrival, police 
located a 21-year-old male 
inside a red Ford F250 truck 
with serious injuries. He was 
transported to hospital where 
he remains in critical condi-
tion. A 23-year-old Cambridge 
male was charged with one 
count of ‘attempted murder’ 
and one count of ‘forcible con-
finement.’ Two males, aged 
25 and 18, and one female, 
aged 18, were previously 
arrested. They have since 
been charged with one count 
each of ‘attempted murder,’ 
‘aggravated assault,’ ‘forcible 
confinement,’ and ‘possession 
of stolen property.’ Police 
are no longer looking for any 

further suspects.

 ■ 11:14 PM | Police received 
a report of a break-and-enter 
that occurred sometime on 
May 22. The complainant 
advised that three unknown 
suspects entered their barn 
and filmed a video. No 
damage was caused to the 
property. The investigation is 
ongoing.  

MAY 30

 ■ 1:01 AM | Waterloo Region-
al Police responded to the area 
of Letson Drive in Woolwich 
Township for reports of a gun-
shot. The complainant advised 
they heard what was believed 
to be a single gunshot from a 
farmer’s field just south of their 
property. A small dark pickup 
truck was observed leaving 
an abandoned farm property 
at the time of the incident. No 
further details were obtained. 
The investigation is ongoing, 
and anyone with information 
is encourage to contact police 
at 519-570-9777. 

 ■ 1:40 PM | Police responded 
to the area of Water Street in 
St. Jacobs for a report of males 
carrying rifles. Upon arrival, 
police located two males with 
pellet guns. Advice was given 
to them regarding bylaws and 
appropriate areas to use pellet 
guns. 

 � CORONAVIRUS: Health officials expected uptick due to more testing; warn of more cases due to reopening, protests
FROM 01

“As more workers return 
to work and testing con-
tinues to broaden, we will 
detect more cases among 
workers,” said Wang.

Currently, workplace 
outbreaks have been di-
vided into two categories: 
food processing and man-
ufacturing/industrial. For 
food processing, there are 
105 cases, 95 of which are 
a result of the Conestoga 
Meat Packers outbreak. 
The location of the other 10 
cases has not been released 
at this point to ensure the 
privacy of the organization, 

the same with the five cas-
es at the manufacturing/
industrial location. These 
numbers are to be updated 
twice weekly on Tuesdays 
and Fridays, part of a 
scaled-down coverage of 
the pandemic.

Testing levels have in-
creased to 19,885, of which 
1,138 people have tested 
positive for the virus – 852 
of the cases have now been 
resolved, and there have 
been 114 deaths associ-
ated with the virus. The 
region also has nine long 
term care facilities and 
retirement homes with 

active outbreaks. Of those 
homes, Forest Heights 
Revera remains the hard-
est hit, with 175 residents 
infected as well as 69 staff. 
Currently, the outbreak at 
that Kitchener facility has 
taken the lives of 51 people. 
The provincial government 
this week appointed St. 
Mary’s Hospital to take over 
management of that facility 
for at least the next three 
months.

Along with increased 
testing, officials expect 
there might be an increase 
in community cases 
of COVID-19 following 

Wednesday’s planned 
march in solidarity with 
Black Lives Matter, a reac-
tion to the mass protests in 
the U.S. in response to the 
killing by police in Minne-
apolis of an unarmed black 
man, George Floyd.

The situation, which has 
seen protests in the States 
spread worldwide, was ad-
dressed by regional Chair 
Karen Redman.

“We at the region are sad-
dened by the global chaos, 
loss of life, pain and suffer-
ing of all those impacted by 
the events happening south 
of the border,” she said, not-

ing there is a need locally to 
challenge and stop system-
ic racism and all forms of 
discrimination. 

While citizens have the 
right to peaceful assem-
bly and protest, doing so 
during a global pandemic 
may be a problem as people 
gather in close proximity, 
Redman added. It wouldn’t 
be a surprise if the number 
of cases jumped over the 
next couple of weeks, for 
instance.

Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph (WDG) Public 
Health continues to keep 
their numbers low, with 
a total of 394  to date. Of 
those cases, 279  have been 

resolved showing a recov-
ery rate of 70.8 per cent. 
There have been 35 deaths 
in the catchment area. 

The Ministry of Health 
reports 29,047 cases of 
the novel coronavirus in 
Ontario, an increase of 1.2 
per cent over the previous 
day. There have been 2,312 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a mor-
tality rate of eight per cent. 
The ministry reports 22,811 
cases (78.5 per cent) have 
been resolved.

Wednesday's numbers 
from Health Canada show 
92,732 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 nationwide, with 
7,414 related deaths. 



06  | COMMUNITY NEWS THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2020

• DRAINAGE TILES & REPAIRS,
   CATCH BASIN, ETC.
• RETAINING WALLS
• FOUNDATION REPAIRS

DENNIS KUEPFER - MILLBANK - (519) 595-4362

• SPECIALIZE IN SEWAGE
   TREATMENT SYSTEMS
• INSTALL & REPAIR SEPTIC TANKS
   HOLDING TANKS & WEEPING BEDS 
• SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Online shopping is now a 
well-established option, 
but the coronavirus crisis 
has accelerated the shift, 
and pushed many formerly 
reluctant small businesses 
to find digital outlets.

In this version of the new 
normal, an online presence 
is seen as almost a necessity.

Due to the provincial 
government’s easing of 
restrictions, most retail 
stores were able to reopen 
their doors just over a 
week ago – and many are 
still in the process of get-
ting themselves ready to 
serve customers under the 
auspices of new working 
conditions. In that light, 
business life is going to 
look different for everyone 
moving forward, especially 
for smaller retail business-
es that don’t have a digital 
presence.

The future of shopping 
will change now with social 
distancing in our lives for 
the foreseeable future, with 
rules that restrict the num-
ber of customers allowed 
in a store, for instance. 
Under such circumstances, 
some experts maintain that 
having an online presence 
is key to ensure a business 
can maintain their cus-

Program helps small businesses move online
tomers as they move to 
work through these current 
times, but also for the fu-
ture as the post-pandemic 
world becomes more un-
predictable.

To help businesses that 
need to make the jump 
and create or expand their 
online presence, the Water-
loo Region Small Business 
Centre and local Business 
Improvement Area (BIA) 
groups have been working 
with the Digital Main Street 
platform. Their goal is to 
give businesses the tools 
and assistance they need 
to get their digital presence 
up and make the shift to 
the online world.

The program had been 
in place for some time un-
til late last year when the 
funding ran out. However, 
because of the current 
pandemic situation, the 
program was seen as nec-
essary to help businesses 
continue on.

“With this whole COVID 
thing, we see a huge need 
for small businesses to get 
online, whether that’s a 
website or an ecommerce 
site. We made a decision to 
reopen Digital Main Street 
for Waterloo Region and we 
put in place a small team 
of experts in developing 
websites and ecommerce 
sites or helping with a so-

cial media strategy,” said 
Chris Farrell, manager with 
the Waterloo Region Small 
Business Centre.

She says any business in 
the area is able to fill out a 
form on their website and 
gain access to assistance 
in making the transition to 
give their business the on-
line tools they need to suc-
ceed. The program will put 
business in touch with ex-
perts who are able to help 
them with the problems 
they face and get them on-
line quicker.

Before the program 
funding ended last year, 
Farrell says there were 
many businesses in St. 
Jacobs, for example, that 
participated in the pro-
gram, but not many from 
Elmira. She attributes this 
to businesses simply being 
wary of taking the next step 
towards adapting digitally. 
Now with the pandemic 
forcing a lockdown, she 
sees digital as a necessity 
that businesses will need to 
use to survive. 

“Now we’ve moved into 
post-COVID and I think 
digital marketing is seen as 
more of a necessity rather… 
than a luxury or something 
that would be nice to do 
somewhere down the road. 
A lot of companies didn’t 
feel like they wanted to go 

in that direction, but now 
we’re seeing COVID and 
saying like ‘we really need 
to do this.’I think it’s really 
necessary in these times 
to have an online presence 
and that no matter whether 
you’re a retail store or a per-
sonal service,” said Farrell.

In St. Jacobs, the BIA 
has worked with local 
businesses to bring them-
selves into the digital 
age through Digital Main 
Street and their own site. 
Michael Palmer, a member 
of the BIA’s board of man-
agement, says businesses 
worked directly with the 
project to get their online 
presence up, but they have 
pushed for their own site to 
get businesses on the digi-
tal map.

He says they are always 
looking for ways to pro-
mote the village and during 
this time it’s important to 
get that online destination 
for customers who come to 
the tourist area. 

There are a number of 
shops in town that don’t 
have a website, or they 
don’t even have social me-
dia, added Palmer. This is 
where a BIA would come in 
and help them out.

For more information on 
Digital Main Street, visit wa-
terlooregionsmallbusiness.
com/COVID-RECOVERY.

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

A void was created in mu-
sician Kevin Coates’ life 
when the COVID-19 crisis 
forced him to cancel con-
certs and tours set up for 
the remainder of the year. 
Despite that setback, the 
Waterloo resident found a 
way to continue perform-
ing, all the while raising 
awareness and funds for 
various organizations in 
the region.

A high school teacher 
for 32 years, Coates has 
also been a musician since 

Live-streamed concerts also act as fundraisers for charity
the early ’80s. He taught 
both English and music, 
and now, a year and a half 
into his retirement, he’s “a 
full-time musician, and I 
get to perform constantly. 
I had 162 gigs booked this 
year that all fell through,” 
he said of the changing 
circumstances that have 
had an impact on all per-
formers. 

With a musical style 
that’s melody- and lyr-
ic-based, he performs a 
mix of covers, with some 
originals thrown in. The 
piano is his primary instru-
ment, though he plays oth-

ers, and the keyboard has 
been central in his Face-
book-streamed concerts to 
this point.

From his very first on-
line performance, Coates 
urged those watching to 
contribute to community 
organizations, suggesting 
the food bank as a prime 
recipient.

Robert Maxwell, the 
owner of two Dairy Queens 
in Waterloo, decided it 
would be great to partner 
with Coates for a second 
concert. The two have been 
friends for many years, dat-
ing back to university days. 
“Kevin is the brother of my 
roommate at first year of 
Laurier.” 

With contacts at the 
Child Witness Centre, Max-
well thought it was a great 
organization to support, 
offering to donate a certain 
amount for every viewer 
Coates garnered with his 
online shows.

 “If a child has wit-
nessed something that 
is potentially violent or 
experienced themselves. It 
is a place they go to work 
through the court process 
to stand as a viable wit-
ness,” said Coates of the 
charitable group. 

Maxwell also suggested 
the third Facebook fund-

raiser/live stream concert. 
Maxwell decided it would 
be a good idea to partner 
with Food 4 Kids, a Wa-
terloo organization that 
provides elementary school 
students with meals on 
weekends when programs 
such as school breakfast 
clubs aren't available. The 
organization feeds 600 chil-
dren, and during the pan-
demic need for the organi-
zation’s help has increased. 

“It’s a fabulous platform 
because it gives everyone 
the opportunity to be part 
of the solution without 

feeling like what they are 
giving is not meaningful,” 
said Maxwell.

Kelly-Sue Oberle, Food 
4 Kids’ executive director, 
said the fundraiser is a 
triad for the kids, the or-
ganization and for Coates’ 
talents. 

“It’s awareness for the 
community for what’s go-
ing on; we are a small orga-
nization that is only three 
years old and is feeding 
600 kids daily.

Coates is currently hop-
ing to do a fundraising live 
stream and is looking for 

other businesses to partner 
with him, and for charities 
to support. Anyone looking 
to work with Coates can 
contact him through email 
at kevincoates4@icloud.
com.

In addition to Coates’ 
Facebook streaming con-
certs, he has been perform-
ing outside of local retire-
ment homes during the 
coronavirus crisis. These 
intimate events allow res-
idents to sit outside and 
listen to Coates play music, 
interact during songs and 
listen to stories. 

Kevin Coates has been finding outlets to perform, including retirement homes. [DAMON MACLEAN]
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What is social distancing?
Social distancing means avoiding close contact with others

to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and can include:

Keep a distance of 2 metres from others when going for walks or shopping for groceries

Avoiding non-
essential trips

in the community

regionofwaterloo.ca/COVID19
woolwich.ca/COVID19Subscribe to these

websites if you are
looking for regular

updates on COVID19

Limiting, postponing
or cancelling
gatherings

Working from
home, where

possible.

Conducting
meetings
virtually

Keeping kids
away from group

settings

Avoiding visits to
long-term care

homes and other
care settings

Holistic nutritionist Amy Sonnenberg offers up tips for eating better through the lockdown. [DAMON MACLEAN]

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

As hard as some try, it’s 
not always easy to eat right 
and maintain a healthy 
diet. Life gets in the way, 
and sometimes the allure 
of that fast-food burger is 
overwhelming during a 
busy day, or a night out at 
the pub is just what you 
need when you’re trying 
to unwind after work. Of 
course, that was before the 
coronavirus pandemic up-
ended normal life.

Being cooped up inside 
all day has added pressure 
to the already stressed lives 
of people who are now 
working from home and 
balancing that with taking 
care of the kids who are no 
longer in school. Because 
of the new normal, finding 
the time to cook may still 
be out of reach for some, 
and getting the chance to 
feed everyone a healthy 
meal can seem daunting. 
But just because we’re 
taking on so much extra 
during this time, it doesn’t 
mean that we can’t find the 
time to incorporate healthy 
eating into our lives. 

Amy Sonnenberg, holis-

tic nutritionist and owner 
of Designed for You Nu-
trition, says it’s easy to eat 
healthy, noting there are 
things that can be done 
to help us, even on a busy 
night. She says she works 
with clients to help them 
not only eat better but also 
manage their daily rou-
tines, so they aren’t always 
looking for that caffeine or 
fast-food fix. 

One way she says things 
can be easier on people 
who may have a busy 
schedule is by ordering 
their groceries online. This 
not only allows them to 
take that time out of their 
schedules, but also limits 
interaction with other 
people during this time of 
physical distancing.

In her capacity as a nu-
tritionist, she says she’s 
always looking for ways to 
make people’s live easier. 
It might be something as 
easy as groceries online so 
there’s one less thing to do 
on the weekend, or opting 
for a salad kit of veggie tray 
to make eating healthier 
that much easier, said Son-
nenberg.

She says giving people 
recommendations without 

strategies to implement 
them would overwhelm 
people and essentially push 
people further from being 
able to stick to a healthier 
diet. She looks for sustain-
able strategies for each per-
son and tailors the recom-
mendations to their needs. 

“It’s very different if 
somebody is sort of an 
aspiring cook and loves 
spending time in the kitch-
en, my recommendations 
(for them) might be a little 
bit different than the per-
son who really dislikes be-
ing in the kitchen. It does 

take a really individual ap-
proach and so I try to make 
sure that whatever I rec-
ommend obviously is what 
I feel is the best practice,” 
said Sonnenberg.

During this time she says 
she has seen people’s eat-
ing habits changing. Some 
have made the decision to 
take up new hobbies like 
baking and making com-
fort food, while others have 
decided to make dietary 
changes to their lives. Peo-
ple have been connecting 
with her and asking about 
the changes they wish to 

make. In addition to that 
many people’s habits have 
made them more sedentary 
and they’re eating more 
because of boredom.

“With the warmer weath-
er I’ve definitely seen a 
shift and more interest in 
people saying, ‘I want to 
eat a little healthier.’ I do 
think that the lockdown 
has had an impact on our 
diet. For some people it’s 
been great because they’ve 
got (the chance) to spend 
more time cooking, but 
for other people it’s been 
a lot of boredom eating so 

Eating better through the pandemic
Local holistic nutritionist says it’s easy to eat healthy even when we’re too busy, though it takes some planning

everyone’s different,” said 
Sonnenberg.

She says with all the 
extra time we have on our 
hands she doesn’t rec-
ommend making drastic 
changes to our diets. Just 
because there may be ex-
tra time, or you’ve been 
wanting to do it for a while, 
she doesn’t think people 
should be counting their 
calories or eliminating 
food groups from their dai-
ly meals. Unless there are 
medical reasons, it’s not 
good to make unnecessary 
changes to diet.

“I am of the mindset 
that sustainable strategies 
is where it’s at and now 
is a great time to start in-
corporating new healthier 
habits, but without that 
extreme kind of approach 
that sometimes we lean 
into,” she added.

She says don’t cut out the 
foods you enjoy that may 
be considered unhealthy, 
instead add in more 
healthy foods and your 
taste buds will appreciate 
the newer options. Keeping 
it simple does wonders 
for your diet and eating 
healthy does not have to be 
complicated.



OBSERVERXTRA .COM | THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2020 | 08

Keep the conversation alive on topics 
of relevance to the community; write 
a letter to the Editor.

Deadline: Tuesdays 4pm

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/letters

JOE MERLIHAN
PUBLISHER Ext 107

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscriptions within Canada are 
available for $35 + hst. Contact the o�  ce or 
visit ads.observerxtra.com/subscribe

DISTRIBUTION CONCERNS
Concerns about local distribution can be 
addressed online at: ads.observerxtra.
com/delivery. For immediate issues please 
call 519-894-3000.

GENERAL POLICIES
The Observer newspaper and website user 
policies can be found online on our website 
at: ads.observerxtra.com/policy

STEVE KANNON
EDITOR Ext 103

SEAN HEEGER
REPORTER Ext 102

DAMON MACLEAN
REPORTER Ext 101

DONNA RUDY
SALES MANAGER Ext 104

PATRICK MERLIHAN
PRINT/WEB MANAGER Ext 105

VACANT
GRAPHIC DESIGNER Ext 109

VACANT
GRAPHIC DESIGNER Ext 108

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters must be exclusive to The Observer, 
include name, address and phone number 
and less than 300 words. Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity. The Observer 
declines unsigned letters, announcements, 
poetry and thank-you letters.

PRESS OVERSIGHT
The Observer belongs to the National 
Newsmedia Council, a self-regulatory body 
governing Canadian newspapers. Toll free: 
1-844-877-1163 or info@mediacouncil.ca. 
Complainants are encouraged to address 
concerns with the newspaper Editor fi rst.

The Observer is the independent community newspaper serving the communities within 
Woolwich and Wellesley Townships in Waterloo Region. The Observer is published every 
Thursday. The Observer is located in Elmira and was founded in 1996.

20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

Phone: 519-669-5790
Toll Free: 1-888-966-5942   
Fax: 519-669-5753
Online: observerxtra.com

Letters to the Editor: editor@woolwichobserver.com | ads.observerxtra.com/letters

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
The Observer is a member of the 
Ontario Community Newspaper Association 
(OCNA), News Media Canada and The 
Greater KW Chamber of Commerce.

COPYRIGHT
All content produced by  The Observer is 
protected by copyright. No portion in print 
or online is to be reproduced without specif-
ic permission of the publisher. Reproduction 
rights can be obtained from Access Copy-
right located at 1 Yonge St., 1900 Toronto, 
ON M5E 1E5 | 416-868-1621                                           
                © 2020 Cathedral Communications Inc. 

/observerxtra

@woolwichnews

/observerxtra

Social Media:

Protests are the inevitable outcome of systemic failures
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

The killing of an unarmed 
black man by police is 
nothing new. Neither are 

protests erupting in the after-
math of such incidents.

The scale of the current go-
ings-on in the U.S. is unique, 
however. Add in the COVID-19 
crisis, an already frustrated popu-
lace and an incendiary occupant 
of the White House, and we get 
the images appearing on our TV 
screens, which are horrific even 
from this vantage point (protests 
and marches in support of the 
cause are occurring around the 
world, including right here in 
Waterloo Region).

The current crisis began with 
the killing of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis in police custody, 
and the subsequent firing of 
the four officers involved. One 
has already been charged with 
third-degree murder and sec-

ond-degree manslaughter. Two 
autopsies have labelled the vic-
tim’s death a homicide.

Floyd’s death and the recent 
killing by police of Breonna Tay-
lor in Louisville, Ky. have some-
thing of a déjà vu quality to them. 
Police kill an average of 1,000 
people every year in the U.S., 
a disproportionate number of 
them black – African Americans 
make up less than 13 per cent of 
the population, but are killed at 
more than twice the rate of white 
people, who make up about half 
of those killed by police.

While police-involved shoot-
ings are relatively uncommon in 
Canada, in the U.S. police seem 
to be involved in controversial 
shootings as a matter of course – 
about three incidents a day that 
are fatal, and perhaps twice as 
many again involving people in-
jured by police. That’s most evi-

dent where racial minorities are 
involved, and the country seems 
more uneasy with that reality. 
The racial element of the latest 
killings only heighten the tension 
in a climate where the killing by 
police of Michael Brown in Fergu-
son, Missouri and Eric Garner in 
New York in 2014 sparked nation-
wide protests.

In the U.S., there are hundreds 
of officer-involved shootings 
each year. The situation gets even 
murkier when trying to track how 
many of those shootings might 
have had a racial component – 
some statistics put the likelihood 
of a young, black male being shot 
by police at 20 times greater than 
a young, white male in similar 
circumstances. 

We are now seeing protests, 
including the peaceful shutdown 
of highways, fanning out across 
the U.S. in even greater numbers 

thanks to the Black Lives Matter 
movement. 

That some people are using the 
protests to burn and loot – wheth-
er as criminal opportunists or 
agentes provocateur – should not 
overshadow the very warranted 
outrage at systemic racism. 

The deaths at police hands of 
yet more black people ramped 
up the tension that never seems 
to be too far below the surface. 
There are very real reasons for 
these tensions, particularly for 
African-Americans who come 
into far greater contact with po-
lice forces that are increasingly 
militarized and a penal system 
that appears to be intent on dis-
enfranchising people of colour 
while turning billions of dollars 
from public coffers into private 
profits.

Some critics have likened the 
police and judicial systems’ han-

dling of minorities to internal 
colonization. The numbers bol-
ster that case. The U.S. incarcer-
ates more people than any other 
country – some 2.3 million people 
according to U.S. Bureau of Jus-
tice Statistics, plus another five 
million on probation or parole. 
The U.S. is home to 

655 prisoners per 100,000 res-
idents, followed in second place 
by that noted bastion of freedom, 
Turkey, at 344 per 100,000. (Can-
ada’s rate is 107.)

The tough-on-crime spree 
that began in the 1980s has sent 
million of nonviolent criminals to 
jail, many on petty charges, with 
spending on prisons growing 
three times the rate of public edu-
cation over that time.

Changing the country’s un-
derlying culture is the end game, 
starting with police and the judi-
cial system.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

I t’s been a bad week 
in the United States: 
protests, huge anger, 

rioting and looting in 50 
cities, hundreds arrested or 
injured – but only six dead 
over the police murder of 
George Floyd. The number 
may have gone up by the 
time you read this, but it’s 
definitely not 1968 again.

In the last sustained 
series of riots about police 
violence against Afri-
can-Americans, it was very 
different: 34 dead in the 
Watts riots in Los Angeles 
in 1965, 26 dead in Newark 
in 1967, 43 killed in the 
Detroit uprising later the 
same summer. And 46 
dead after the assassina-
tion of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in 1968, although 
police violence was not the 
immediate cause that time.

No quick cure for 
racism in America

Does the much lower 
death toll in 2020 mean 
that things have got (slight-
ly) better in the intervening 
half-century? Or does it 
just mean that wearing 
bodycams is making  the 
police more cautious about 
using extreme violence? 
Either way, race relations 
in the United States are still 
worse than almost any-
where else.

American police are re-
markably violent compared 
to those in other countries, 

 From isolation to indignation, we're all running the gauntlet in the spring of 2020.

“Investment in Canada is a good thing and should 
be encouraged. The worry comes when companies 
that are vital to Canada’s national interest are 
acquired by fi rms tied to authoritarian SOEs. That’s 
when it becomes a matter of national security.”s
Conservative Mp Michelle Rempel Garner on the 
risks of distressed companies being bought up by 
state-owned enterprises (SOEs).

Residents of Kitchener/Waterloo, Guelph, Stratford 
and London say they didn’t think the province planned 
properly to deal with COVID-19: 62% in London, 68% 
in Guelph, 54% in Kitchener/Waterloo and 50% in 
Stratford said, no, the province did not plan well. 
CUPE poll

DYER | 11

GWYNNE DYER
GLOBAL AFFAIRS

VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Trump shines a light on social media's warts

D onald Trump has a love/
hate relationship with 
social media, specifically 

Twitter: He loves to spread hate 
on the platform. 

In that, he’s hardly alone. 
Already a dubious phenome-

non, the ironically named social 
media sites – led by the likes of 
Facebook, Twitter and a thou-
sand variants of Instagram and 
Pinterest – had descended into 
little more than partisan flame 
wars, blatant marketing and out-
right propaganda before the rise 
of Trump. They’ve only become 
worse since then.

Through the COVID-19 crisis 
and, now, the protests against 
systemic racism, Trump has 
used Twitter to spread false-
hoods and flame partisan and 
racial divides in the country he’s 
supposed to be leading. Twit-
ter’s recent moves to fact-check 
Trump’s posts – the company 
flagged his lies about voting by 
mail, but continues to skip over 
defamatory statements – led the 
nominal president to threaten to 
investigate and clamp down on 
social media giants he claims are 
anti-conservative. 

Leaving aside the inaccuracy 
of Trump’s claim of bias, there is 
an argument to be made that on-
line forums should be stripped of 
current protections not afforded 
to other publishers. Tradition-
al publishers such as this very 
newspaper are responsible for 
the words that appear, with legal 
responsibility for defamatory 
statements. They also face reper-
cussions for false or misleading 
claims. Not so social media 
companies, though if they’d 
been treated as publishers from 
the start, they never would have 
become the bastions of lies, hate 
and fake news (the real kind) 
they are today.

How fitting would it be, there-
fore, if Donald Trump helped 
fuel the long overdue decline of 
social media? 

Coupled with the undermining 
of privacy – embraced by govern-
ments not the least bit eager to 
protect their citizens – the sorry 
state of affairs vis-à-vis social 
media companies should leave 

no one upset if they all suddenly 
went away tomorrow. Such would 
be a reason to rejoice, in fact.

There’s very little social about 
such sites, at least in the con-
ventional human sense of the 
word. The occasional use is one 
thing – though the sites, along 
with the ubiquitous Google, are 
mining data, joined by the likes 
of the NSA – but there are many 
people, many of them young, 
who spend too much time and 
give too little thought to the con-
sequences. 

More than just too much in-
formation, poor judgment and 
bullying, such time spent online 
has societal implications. In the 
case of Trump, the Russians and 
electioneering, the dangers go 
well beyond the vestiges of Cold 
War sentiments. 

Hacking, fake Twitter and 
Facebook accounts, online bots 
and a host of other technologies 
are increasingly part of an arse-
nal to sway public opinion on a 
massive scale, all based on psy-

chological research being done 
by the same people investing in 
technology companies and the 
likes of right-wing websites such 
as Breitbart, with all its now-
well-known connections to the 
Trump campaign.

Such companies are develop-
ing increasingly sophisticated 
tools for gathering up large 
swathes of online data – the 
things you post and like on Face-
book, for instance – in order to 
both predict your behaviour and 
to sway it. This goes beyond tar-
geted advertising, which is itself 
somewhat problematic.

Hailed as democratizing the 
flow of information – two-way 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

and decentralized, just the oppo-
site of what we’ve seen histori-
cally – the Internet has massively 
reshaped the way we live and 
do business, for instance. It’s 
also become a bonanza for the 
disseminators of propaganda 
and collectors of data intent on 
stripping away our privacy for 
their own gain, financial and/or 
political. 

We’re complicit in that, flock-
ing to sites like Facebook, where 
we’re laying ourselves bare to the 
world.

Worse still, the medium is 
being used by governments, 
political parties, lobbyists, as-
tro-turfing organizations and 
terrorist organizations alike to 
mislead – i.e. lie to and subject 
to propaganda – the public ev-
erywhere. Chinese and Russian 
internal censorship, external 
hacking and misinformation are 
just the most obvious tip of the 
proverbial iceberg.

“Governments and non-
state actors and individuals are 

creating and spreading narra-
tives that have nothing to do 
with reality. Those false and mis-
leading narratives undermine 
democracy and the ability of free 
people to make intelligent choic-
es. The audience is anyone with 
access to a computer or a smart-
phone – about four billion peo-
ple. The players in this conflict 
are assisted by the big social me-
dia platforms, which benefit just 
as much from the sharing of con-
tent that is false as content that 
is true. Popularity is the measure 
they care about, not accuracy 
or truthfulness,” writes Richard 
Stengel in last fall’s Information 
Wars: How We Lost The Global 
Battle Against Disinformation & 
What We Can Do About It, a jour-
nalist who recounts his time in 
the U.S. State Department.

“[T]oday, spreading lies has 
never been easier. On social me-
dia, there are no barriers to entry 
and there are no gatekeepers. 
There is no fact-checking, no 
editors, no publishers; you are 
your own publisher. Anyone can 
sign up for Facebook or Twitter 
and create any number of perso-
nas, which is what troll armies 
do. These trolls use the same 
behavioral and information tools 
supplied by Facebook and Goo-
gle and Twitter to put poison on 
those platforms and reach a tar-
geted, receptive audience. And 
it’s just as easy to share some-
thing false as something that’s 
factual.”

Attempts at manufacturing 
consent are nothing new, as doc-
umented by the meticulous work 
of Noam Chomsky and others, 
long marginalized by the tradi-
tional media that has become 
strictly corporatist. The media 
have become more lapdog than 
watchdog. Rather than taking on 
power, it becomes an apologist 
for it, a role now being adopted 
by the likes of Google and Face-
book. 

The traditional view of the 
media speaking truth to power, 
holding leaders accountable, has 
certainly been undermined by a 
variety of factors, including the 
concentration of corporate own-

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

Y esterday, a friend 
of mine who is rel-
atively new to the 

outdoors phoned me and 
asked if I might provide 
sound advice about wad-
ers. This was wise of him, 
since I possess a high level 
of expertise regarding the 
characteristics that make 
a bad pair of waders, plus 
I also know the sounds a 
person makes shortly after 
discovering they are wear-
ing a bad pair.

It is usually, “@#$!” Fol-
lowed by “*#@!$!”

Not to brag, but some 
anglers consider me one of 
the world’s leading experts 

An opportunity for another eureka moment

GALEA | 10

in the field of buying bad 
waders. 

Many folks are also 
familiar with Galea’s for-
mula expressing how to 
tell if you are wearing bad 
waders – it being WI (water 
inside) is greater than WO 
(water outside). If that is 
the case, you are probably 
wearing a faulty pair of 
waders.

Like all great scientific 
discoveries, mine has an 
interesting story. I was test-
ing a new pair of waders in 
my bathtub lab, as learned 
men are wont to do. That’s 
when I realized something 
was different. You see, 

while there was a lot of 
water on the outside of my 
waders, there was none on 
the inside of my waders.
This was an almost forgot-
ten sensation for me, since 
I hadn’t worn a leak-free set 
of waders in years.

Suddenly I experienced 
what we scientific types 
call a Eureka moment. And 

that’s why I yelled that 
word aloud.

That awkward, lonely 
scream, coming from so 
near the toilet, caused my 
wife to run into the wash-
room – something she is 
normally loathe to do after 
I have been in it – and ask, 
“Are you OK?”

In response, I struck a 
noble pose, which is no 
small feat when you are 
standing in a bathtub, sur-
rounded by rubber ducks, 
wearing nothing but a pair 
of chest waders.

Then, sensing the gravity 
of the moment, I looked 
her in the eyes and told her 

that I merely yelled ‘Eure-
ka!’ because I had made a 
great discovery and that’s 
the only time you can use 
the word correctly. I also 
advised her to use her 
phone to take a photo of 
this historic occasion.

“Oh, don’t worry. I’ll 
take a photo, all right,” she 
replied, and then, left gig-
gling and muttering, “Wait 
’til my friends see this.”

I won’t lie, it was touch-
ing to know she wanted to 
brag to her friends about 
my work.

A normal scientist would 
have rested on his laurels. 
But, as you might have by 

now surmised, I am defi-
nitely not normal.

I knew I needed more 
data. For, although I had 
made great strides in con-
firming that the main char-
acteristic of a good set of 
waders was dryness on the 
inside, I had not explained 
why sometimes waders 
which had no punctures in 
them could still get wet on 
the inside. I was at a loss to 
explain this until that fate-
ful day when I was walked 
toward the river and ran 
into that huge bear. After 
breaking land-speed re-
cords on the way back to 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

KANNON | 10
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Name Town Phone Website
Take 
Out

Deliver
Special
Hours

Online 
Order

Elmira Tandoori Grill Elmira 519-210-3333 elmiratandoorigrill.com ■ Call Ahead

Never Enough Thyme Elmira 519-669-0374 neverenougthyme.ca ■ To Porch Call Ahead

Dyer Sweets Elmira 519-841-9932 dyersweets.com ■ 9am-5pm ■

Kitchen Kuttings Cafe Elmira 519-578-6400 kitchenkuttings.com
eweber@kitchenkutting.com

■ ■ email 
order

Central Tavern Elmria 519-669-9028 thecentraltavern.business.site ■ Call Ahead

Tien Lee Restaurant Elmira 519-669-2820 tienlee.com ■ Reg. Hours

Chef Du�  at RiverSong Hawkesville 519-500-1715 chefdu� .ca ■ Call Ahead

The 86 Wallenstein 519-901-2105 the86.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Elmira Donuts & Deli Elmira 519-669-5353 ■ 6am-4:30pm

Little Gyros Greek Grill Breslau 519-648-4976 www.littlegyrosgreek.ca ■ ■ Call Ahead ■

Pita Pit Elmira 519-669-3333 www.pitapit.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Harvey's | Swiss Chalet Elmira 519-669-4640 www.swisschalet.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Twice The Deal Pizza Elmira 519-669-4777 twicethedealpizza.com/ ■ ■ Reg. Hours ■

Palm Pizza Elmira 519-669-5200 ■ ■ Reg. Hours

The Grill on the Green Elmira 519-669-1652 thegrillrestaurant@gmail.com ■ Reg. Hours ■

Bonnie Lou's Cafe Floradale 519-669-2142 ■ Call Ahead

Harvest Moon Restaurant St. Jacobs 519-664-2373 harvestmoonrestaurant.ca ■ Call Ahead

LOCAL EATSLOCAL EATS
Support local. Our local eateries are still ready to feed you and your families.

Food Services and Small Business in Woolwich or Wellesley Township can be included free of charge by fi lling out  online forms.

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL
Support local. Our small businesses need your support now, more than ever.Name Town Phone Website Deliver

Special
Hours

Online 
Order

Foot Foundation Elmira 519-669-3030 footfoundation.ca Call Ahead

BH Business Consulting Elmira 519-500-9449 Pickup Call Ahead

Farmer's Plus Elmira 519-669-5475 farmersplus.ca ■ 9am-5pm ■

Brian's Photo Elmira 519-210-0608 briansfotosource.ca Curbside Reg. Hours ■

Home Hardware Elmria 519-669-5537 homehardware.ca ■ Reduced ■

Creature Comfort Pet Empor. St. Jacobs 519-664-3366 creaturecomfort.ca ■ Reg. Hours

Green Valley Health & Herbs Elmira 519-669-1480 greenvalleyhealth.ca ■ Call Ahead

Ear and Hearing Clinic Elmira 519-669-4425 earandhearingclinic.com Call Ahead ■

Magnolia's of St. Jacobs St. Jacobs 519-648-3464 Insta & FB @magnoliasofstjacobs Curbside Call Ahead ■

Quilter's Nine Patch Elmira quiltersninepatch@gmail.com Curbside Email order

Pet Valu Elmira 519-669-1350 petvalu.com/location/2334 Curbside Reg. Hours

The Crack Specialists St. Jacobs 519-746-6611 thecrackspecialists.com Call Ahead

Funk Music Lessons Elmira funkmusic.ca Online music lessons, piano, guitar & more

Elmira Home Comfort Elmira 519-669-4600 elmirahomecomfort.com ■ Call Ahead

Bauman Printing Elmira 519-669-2540 jimbel@rogers.com ■ Reg. Hours

Village Pet Food Shoppe Elmira 519-6694374 villagepetfoodshoppe.ca ■ Call Ahead

Sandelli Massage Therapy Elmira 519-669-3494 kristasandellimassagetherapy.com Discounted gift certs by email

St. Clements Heart & Home   St. Clements 519-699-5411    LetUsFloorYou.ca Call Ahead

Woolwich Total Health Pharmacy Elmira 519-669-8282    thpharmacy.com ■ Reg. Hours

Reality Bytes Elmira 519-669-5551 realitybytescomputers.com  ■ Reg. Hours

Schelters Elmira 519-669-2201   schelters.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Schmidt's Bulk Panry & More Wellesley 519-656-3400 ■ Reg. Hours

Miller's Stone Store Heidelberg 519-699-5200 jfm.ca ■ Reg. Hours

W.C. Brown and Sons Elmira 519-669-1152 brownsmenswear.com Call Ahead ■

Spark Creative Arts and Events Elmira sparkarts.org ■ Reg. Hours ■

MCC Thrift & Gift Elmira 519-669-8475 elmirathrift.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Woolwich Physiotherapy Elmira 519-669-2578 woolwichphysio.ca Call Ahead ■

Floralane Farm Market Elmira 519-669-3154 Call in orders accepted Curbside Reg. Hours

Pamela Derksen Vocal Studio St. Jacobs 519-880-5625 pameladerksen.com Online vocal lessons

Brubacher Shoes Ltd Elmira 519-669-3349 Call Ahead

Busy Bee Quilts Elmira 519-669-3441 9am-5:30pm

■ ads.observerxtra.com/local-eats
■ ads.observerxtra.com/shop-local

the car, I discovered that 
my waders were now dry 
on the outside and decid-
edly less so on the inside.

This was not particularly 

 Many Voices, One 
Woolwich Community

Rosslyn Bentley
Executive director, Woolwich 

Community Health Centre

A t the Woolwich 
Community Health 
Centre we took 

stock during February and 
early March. For almost 
two decades we’ve been 
warned about the 100-year 
flu, but SARS was only 
a mild wakeup call. We 
have a plan – we dust it 
off, we start to stockpile 
personal protective equip-
ment (PPE). Is it going to be 
enough?

By mid-March we go 
into full emergency re-
sponse. We cut down on-
site visits and screen ev-
eryone. We have to close 
our Linwood Nurse Prac-
titioner Clinic: it’s too 
small to maintain physical 
distancing of six feet. 
It’s such a wrench. After 
a flurry of preparation we 
close our doors complete-
ly, booking essential pa-
tients only. 

We work hard to per-
suade many patients 
that they actually need to 
come in so we can triage: we 
need to keep as many peo-
ple as possible away from 
the hospitals, but send 
those who do need care.

It’s eerily quiet with 
only essential workers in 
the clinic and many staff 
working virtually. Staff on 
site wear masks and scrubs 
and look like they are in an 
episode of M*A*S*H. We 
have to re-imagine how 
to provide community 
engagement activities 
and health promotion 
in our new virtual world 
– how can that work for 
people without phones and 
computers? The team gets 
to work on creating paper 
communications, regular 
reassuring phone calls, vir-
tual classes and blogs. We 
work with our many com-
munity partners to ensure 

WHC COVID-19 COMMUNITY DIARIES

everyone is connected – no 
one should be missed.

My days are long and 
busy: I scarcely leave the 
keyboard, there is so much 
information that it’s hard 
to sift through to the key 
actions. Personal commu-
nication is so important: I 
write a daily bulletin, 
sometimes two. We have 
a weekly virtual all-staff 
meeting, we see people’s 
faces and a tiny glimpse 
into their homes. Cats 
jump on keyboards, spous-
es walk by oblivious and 
kids interrupt for treats or 
homework help.  

Family members want 
you not to go to work, peo-
ple are missing important 
life events – grandbabies’ 
births, funerals, special 
birthdays, trips. I am asking 
people to help in unfamiliar 
settings where the risk of 
exposure is really high – 
much higher than the clinic 
– sometimes the organiza-
tion aren’t so well prepared 
and there are shortages of 
PPE already. Will my staff 
be safe? I distract myself by 
singing, kayaking down the 
Eramosa River and laugh-
ing at my husband’s daily 
backyard noise making for 
the RNAO’s campaign in 
support of essential work-
ers.

Through it all I see how 
much everyone wants 
to help, even if they 
are scared there is this 
commitment to helping 
individuals, the com-
munity. The whole team 
rallies bringing forward 
concerns and fears and 
problem solves togeth-
er. This is healthcare 
teamwork at its absolute 
best! People come by with 
donations of PPE, others 
sew reusable gowns, caps, 
scrubs and masks. We feel 
enveloped in love and ap-
preciation. I am humbled 
every day at the power 
of the many and I feel 
intensely grateful to be 
working somewhere where 
people truly care.

useful information, or even 
much of a mystery, but it did 
allow me the opportunity to, 
once again, yell “Eureka!”

And that’s all a scientist 
can ask for.

 GALEA: The scientific method
FROM 09

ership. That’s being repeat-
ed in the electronic age.

The Internet provided 
something of a workaround 
for groups of all ideologies 
that felt left out of main-
stream news coverage. 
Now, with increased filter-
ing – aka censorship – an 
agenda is yet again being 

 KANNON: Un-social media
FROM 09 pressed. 

Clearly, there are all 
kinds of unsavoury infor-
mation to be found online, 
some of it outright crimi-
nal. There are lies and li-
bels left, right and center.

Reforms are needed, but 
not for any reasons cited 
by the serially offending 
Tweeter in Chief.
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of course. On average, U.S. 
police officers kill about 
1,000 civilians a year, 
whereas British police kill 
two. The U.S. population is 
five times the British, but 
that still means that Amer-
ican police kill civilians at 
about one hundred times 
the British rate.

More to the point, in this 
context, is the fact that 
about 30 per cent of Amer-
ican civilians killed by the 
police are African-Amer-
icans, although they are 
only 13 per cent of the U.S. 
population.

This disparity repeatedly 
leads to a debate in the U.S. 
media about whether the 
disparity is due to racism 
or just to a higher black 
crime rate, but it’s really 
quite unnecessary. All you 
need to know is that the 
proportion of those killed 
by the police who were 
unarmed is two-and-a-half 
times higher for blacks 
than for whites.

Which brings us to the 
nub of the matter: fear. 
White fear born of ancestral 
guilt, in turn a heritage from 
the centuries of slavery.

I live in a racially diverse 
part of inner London, and 
I’m familiar with similar 
districts in Paris, Toronto, 
Rome and other Western 
big cities. There’s one phe-
nomenon I’ve never seen 
there that I have often wit-
nessed in quite prosperous 
parts of American cities 
–  the Upper West Side, say, 
or Berkeley – and that is a 
white couple crossing the 
street to avoid encounter-
ing young black men on 
the same side of the street.

This is not to be com-
pared with the entirely 
rational fear of police 
violence that young Afri-
can-American men feel, 
but it is a significant fact: 
many white Americans 
believe, consciously or 
subconsciously, that Afri-
can-Americans are intrin-
sically dangerous. The only 
other place I have run into 
this phenomenon is Brazil.

There is a saying in 
Brazil: ‘Branco correndo? 
Campeão. Preto correndo? 
Ladrão.’ If it’s a white man 
running, he’s a champion; 
a black man running is a 
thief. It is no coincidence 
at all that Brazil is the only 

other white-majority coun-
try where African slavery 
was a major domestic insti-
tution.

Slavery died out in Eu-
rope after the fall of the Ro-
man Empire, although serf-
dom and other less oppres-
sive institutions persisted. 
And the Islamic empires 
didn’t care what colour 
the slaves were: the Turks 
got as many white slaves 
from the annual raids into 
Russia as black slaves from 
the trade routes across the 
Sahara and up the East Af-
rican coast.

This whole institution 
was essentially alien to the 
European explorers making 
their way down the west 
African coast 500 years ago, 
but the African kingdoms 
were quite happy to sell 
slaves to them too.

The Europeans were 
equally willing to buy, be-
cause they had a use for 
slaves in the new plantations 
they were creating in the 
Americas. Justifying these 
transactions to themselves 
required a little psycholog-
ical adjustment, however, 
because buying and selling 
other human beings had not 

been part of their culture for 
a thousand years.

They solved their di-
lemma by deciding that 
the African slaves they 
bought were an inferior 
sort of human being, and 
that rationalization per-
meated the cultures of the 
slave-owning societies in 
the Americas for the next 
four centuries. The last to 
give slavery up were the 
United States, in 1865, and 
Brazil, in 1888.

But that rationalization 
is still hanging around, to-
gether with the underlying 
knowledge that American 
whites had done their black 
fellow-citizens a great 
harm, and the widespread 
belief among whites that 
you must fear those whom 
you have wronged.

It’s a witch’s brew that 
blights the lives of Afri-
can-Americans, and it is 
taking a very long time to 
evaporate. There is racism 
elsewhere too, but most of 
it is fear of the unfamiliar, 
directed at recent immi-
grants, and you can expect 
it to go away in a gener-
ation or two. Alas, this is 
different.

 �DYER:  Fear and the legacy of slavery continue to influence today's systemic 
racism in the United States

FROM 08

A REALLY TALL TREE

Ken Reger has received many phone calls about an 85-foot-tall tree in Victoria 
park. Balsam poplars that usually grew to 80 feet tall however, Reger esti-
mates this one to be much taller. The tree has a diameter of 13 1/2 feet. The 
wood is mainly used for children’s toys and paneling.  DAMON MACLEAN
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include "Woolwich Observer" in Memo portion of the cheque. 
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Help deliver independent
community journalism.

Newspapers are deemed an essential 
service in times like a COVID-19 
pandemic, but it hasn’t been business as 
usual for The Observer. Nor is it for our 
many advertising clients in and around 
Waterloo Region. 

Our ability to tell our communities’ stories 
depends on the wellbeing of local 
business — we understand that many of 
our clients are under intense economic 
strain at this time.

Help two businesses 
with one donation.

We’re asking our readers to make a 
charitable donation from 
$5 - $100 (or any amount) to The 
Observer through the Ontario Community 
Newspaper Foundation. The Observer will 
match that donation amount towards a 
credit for a local business that you 
choose. A tax receipt for the donated 
amount will be supplied.
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
fi ring? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

A new report from The Conference Board of Canada 
fi nds nearly one in fi ve Canadian employees are in 
occupations at high risk of automation. The types of 
occupations that are most exposed to automation are 
those that do not require higher levels of formal edu-
cation; do not involve signifi cant interaction with other 
people; and involve repetitive tasks. The top fi ve are 
accommodation and food services; manufacturing; 
retail trade; construction; and health care and social 
assistance.

Toyota Motor Manufacturing Canada (TMMC) last 
week celebrated as the nine-millionth vehicle (Lexus 
RX 450h hybrid SUV) rolled o�  its southern Ontario as-
sembly lines. Since 1988, TMMC has grown to become 
a major employer in southwestern Ontario, with two 
lines in Cambridge and a third line in Woodstock that 
together employ more than 8,500 people.

AUTOMATION RISKS TOYOTA MILESTONE

Accreditation 
Number: 38988
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T he COVID-19 pan-
demic has changed 
almost everything, 

except resolve.
Even though we’ve en-

tered our third month of 
physical distancing and 
various measures of isola-
tion, for the most past, we 
haven’t given up. 

In some cases, we can’t. 
What alternatives are there 
for parents working at 
home and trying to educate 
their children at the same 
time? Or people hang-
ing onto businesses that 
they’ve put heart and soul 
into for years and years? 

Stories about Ontario's rural rebound will be a page turner
Or farmers whose crop-
and-livestock production 
depends on a tightly pre-
scribed schedule?

They’re all showing re-
solve. And they’ll all have 
stories to tell when we start 
to rebound from the pan-
demic.

Rural Ontario’s rebound 
will be particularly fas-
cinating to document. It 
was already isolated and 
service-deprived when 
the pandemic hit; people 
had to find even more new 
ways to cope. While most 
of the rest of the world 
was connecting through 

the Internet and trying to 
bolster its collective pan-
demic-dampened spirits, 
rural Ontario continued to 
be saddled with the same 
unbelievable underservic-
ing it’s suffered from since 
Day One. 

And on and on. Nice 
weather makes the situa-
tion more tolerable, but the 
extended state of emergen-
cy declaration reminds us 
we’re far from being out of 
the woods.

Documenting rural 
communities’ efforts to 
get through it all is part of 
a new initiative from the 

Ariss-based Rural Ontario 
Institute, called Rural Re-
bound. It’s meant to add 
momentum to recovery, 
to help communities learn 
from each other and be 
stronger as we rebound 
from the pandemic.

On the institute’s web-

site, it invites rural Ontar-
ians to “share a story of 
creative solutions amidst 
the challenges of these un-
settling times.”

It says it’s interested in 
all types of stories, whether 
they are driven by agencies 
and local government, 
rural businesses (agri-food 
and otherwise) or commu-
nity organizations.

And it expects collab-
oration to be a common 
theme.

For example, a sample of 
some of the stories you’ll 
find there now include 
how grain farmers rallied 

to provide cash and prod-
ucts to food banks, how 
a high-quality delivery 
service is connecting local 
farmers with discerning 
home cooks, and how para-
medics are launching com-
munity outreach programs.

Ontario’s minister of 
agriculture, food and rural 
affairs, Ernie Hardeman, 
focused on rural resilience 
in his annual local food re-
port, released Wednesday 
as part of Local Food Week 
in the province.

He referred to the “local 
agri-food heroes” who have 

OWEN ROBERTS
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Salons and barbershops remain in limbo
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheegerx@woolwichobserver.com

Businesses in all sectors 
have been hit in vary-
ing ways because of the 
closures brought on by 
COVID-19. Some have 
been able to remain open 
throughout the lockdown 
with changes to health 
and safety protocols in 
place, while others have 
only recently been able to 
welcome back customers. 
As time goes on and the 
virus' spread continues to 
slow, the province will allow 
more businesses to open 
and return things to a more 
normal way of life. 

However, businesses 
like hair salons and others 
considered personal service 
settings will be some of the 
last to open. As such, their 
futures remain uncertain.

The state of limbo has 
been difficult for Jenny 
and Dayna Black, owners of 
Carousel Salon and Spa in 
Elmira. Just like every other 
business in their industry, 
they’ve had to shut their 
doors with no income over 

the last three months. They 
had to take out a govern-
ment loan to keep them-
selves afloat, and while they 
didn’t want to do it, they 
found it necessary to keep 
their salon – which has 
been open 45 years – going.

“We had to take out the 
loan from the government 
to help us get through these 
times, and thank goodness 
the government let us,” said 
Jenny. “We certainly did 

not want to do that, but we 
had to do something to keep 
our salon going because 
we’re hoping when we get 
back, we can survive.”

They say they are fortu-
nate to own their own prop-
erty, so the rent is not an 
issue for them, adding that 
their status could become 
more precarious as the situ-
ation drags on. 

Not every salon and 
barbershop is in the same 

position, 
however.

Julie Kwiecins-
ki, director of provincial 
affairs in Ontario with the 
Canadian Federation of 
Independent Business, says 
such businesses are going 
to be the ones most affected 
by the pandemic as their 
bills keep piling up and re-
opening remains elusive. In 
fact, Kwiecinski says 34 per 
cent of businesses are be-

hind in their payments and 
this number is not expected 
to go down for certain in-
dustries as the pandemic 
continues.

“It’s really a challenge for 
businesses like hair salons 
that, clearly, their business 
models involve direct con-
tact with their customers. 

They would like to get 
back to business as 

soon as possible 
when it’s safe to 
do so, so they can 
start generating 
revenue, but we 
want to make sure 

that when they 
do go back that it’s 

safe to do so,” said 
Kwiecinski. “The last 

thing you’d want is for 
these businesses to have to 
close again if there’s a sec-
ond or a third wave of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

When they do finally get 
back to work, things will 
definitely not be the same 
for those rushing to be first 
in line, to get the haircut for 
which they’ve been long-
ing. Dayna says there will 
be fewer people working 

at once in the salon and 
fewer customers allowed 
in at any one time. They 
will be sanitizing between 
customers and wearing 
masks and shields to ensure 
the safety of everyone who 
comes inside. They also say 
they won’t be able to offer 
customers things like coffee 
anymore.

Carousel Salon and Spa 
has already started prepar-
ing to reopen by purchasing 
the necessary personal 
protective equipment, hand 
sanitizer and other needed 
items. They’re ready to go 
once they get the word it’s 
okay from the government 
and Kwiecinski encourages 
other businesses to do the 
same. 

“Set your store up to 
make sure that you follow 
the guidelines and that 
(way) you don’t get into any 
issues with inspectors that 
come by,” said Kwiecinski.

The CFIB has a kit pre-
pared to help businesses 
that are looking for assis-
tance on reopening. It can 
be found at CFIB.ca/backto-
business.

Jenny and Dayna Black of Carousel Salon and Spa are awaiting the chance to reopen.

ROBERTS | 14
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Learn more at ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Wear a face 
covering when 

physical distancing 
is a challenge

Inside or out, stay safe. Save lives.

Practice physical 
distancing.

 Stay two metres 
away from others

2 m

Wash hands 
thoroughly and 

often

As businesses begin to reopen, we all need 
to continue our e�orts to protect each other.

We’re Making a 
Di�erence to Keep 
Each Other Safe 
from COVID-19
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kept food on store shelves 
and kitchen tables during 
the pandemic, and cited 
specific efforts. 

For example, craft 
breweries and distilleries 
adapted their production 
facilities to produce hand 
sanitizer and address the 
supply shortage.

Local public health units 
and agencies, along with 
industry and community 
food organizations, col-
laborated to offer weekly 
meal packages to families, 
in place of school food pro-
grams that aren’t currently 
operating. 

And food banks, indus-
try partners and local com-
munities worked together 
to create and distribute 
emergency food boxes to 
those in need.

 � ROBERTS: There'll be plenty 
of stories about our rural recovery

FROM12

Adding a little spice to life 
... and your next meal

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

James Small graduated 
from culinary school and 
has been working in restau-
rants for the past few years. 
During his time there, 
customers would routine-
ly ask for hot sauce to go 
along with their meals and 
he would take the time to 
“whip something up for 
them.” Now, he’s decided 
to take what he’s learned 
and turned that into a busi-
ness making and bottling 
hot sauce for his own set of 
customers.

The Creepy Ghost hot 
sauce is something he says 
he’s been making for a while; 
however, it’s only been about 
a week since he started bot-
tling it for customers in the 
community. It’s a blend of a 
hickory-smoked barbecue 
sauce mixed with a ghost 
pepper and scotch bonnet 
pepper combo to give a real 
punch to people who want to 
bring the heat.

What initially started as 
a fun project has become 
an enterprise that allows 
him to support local people 
and businesses. His aim is 
not only to take this busi-
ness further but also to al-
low him to give back to the 
community and give work 
to others that can help him 
achieve his goals.

“I’ve looked into local 
farmers to grow my pep-
pers for me; if I can get my 
business going, I’m trying 
to give back and help other 
local people that can sup-

ply me with what I need,” 
said Small. 

What stands his fiery 
sauce apart from the rest 
is the approach he’s taken: 
Small wanted to put out a 

product that not only has 
a burn but also has more 
flavour to go along with it, 
and his customers love the 
sauce for doing just that.

“A lot of people that 
have tried it have said that 
they’re getting a sauce 
that’s very hot, but also it’s 
got a really nice flavour. 
It’s just that the biggest 
thing I find: a lot of sauces 
that you get now are either 
just hot or they’re not that 
spicy and they actually 
have flavour,” said Small.

His process starts by 
making a hickory-smoked 
barbecue sauce, the foun-
dation of the flavour. He 
then lets that rest and be-
gins making his mixture of 
peppers, which cooks down 
until it has begun to reduce 
so he can extract as much 
flavour as possible with his 
other ingredients. Once the 
flavour is right, he’ll mix 
the sauces together to cre-
ate the Creepy Ghost.

In the future, Small plans 
on potentially expanding 
his line of sauces beyond 
the signature one he cur-
rently makes. Right now, 
he expects to continue with 
what he’s doing – once the 
time is right, he’ll see what 
else he can create.

Those interested in the 
product can contact him 
through his Facebook ac-
count, James Small.

Culinary school grad turns restaurant experience into a recipe for hot-sauce business

“Over the last two 
months we have heard sto-
ries of hard-working and 
dedicated people who have 
adapted to these challeng-
ing times and gone above 
and beyond to ensure ac-
cess to local Ontario food,” 
he said. “The commitment 
shown by our farmers, food 
processors, grocery store 
workers, truck drivers, 
restaurateurs and everyone 
across the agri-food sector 
during the COVID-19 out-
break is inspiring.”

Agri-food is a major driv-
er in Ontario, contributing 
more than $47 billion to 
the provincial GDP. With 
that kind of profile, the sto-
ries will keep on coming. 
You’ll read about some of 
them here, in the Observer. 
And you’ll find a round up 
at Rural Rebound.  

Culinary school graduate James Small used his skills to start the Creepy Ghost, 
a hot sauce business selling his signature sauce. [SUBMITTED] 

CATCH OF THE DAY

Elmira's Otto Plein recently hooked in to a rare eight-pound brown trout while 
enjoying some time spent fishing. [SUBMITTED]

www.observerxtra.com/donate

You may also mail a cheque. Please make it payable to OCNF and 
include "Woolwich Observer" in Memo portion of the cheque. 

Ontario Community Newspaper Association
c/o OCNF - Woolwich Observer
37 Front Street East, Suite 200, Toronto, Ontario M5E 1B3 

Please select Woolwich Observer in drop-down menu

www.ocnf.org
Ontario Community Newspaper Foundation

Help us & help them.
Reopening local the local economy does not mean the end of a crisis facing 
small-businesses across our community — it is only the beginning. It won’t be 
business as usual for some time. Your community newspaper is no di�erent.

The next couple of months will be challenging and we’re looking to our local 
readers for help to bridge the gap. Consider a donation to The Observer through 
the OCNF — the amount donated will be matched in advertising credit towards a 
local business of your choice.



OBSERVERXTRA .COM | THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2020 | 15

Your local hub for our creative 
communities. Let us know when 
inspiration strikes.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

As with so many groups caught up in the COVID-19 
lockdown, The KW Society of Artists has had 
to cancel public events and even meetings of 
its members. But various works by local artists 
are on display via an online gallery on the 
organization’s website – a virtual art show, as it were.

www.kwsa.ca

Live concerts remain on hold, but there are a variety 
of online options for those seeking their musical 
fi x. For fans of classical music, the KW Symphony is 
presenting a concert from its archives Friday nights 
at 8 p.m. on its Facebook or Youtube pages. The 
series, Friday Night with the KWS, features some 
shows with video and others with audio only.

www.kwsymphony.ca

ART ONLINE SYMPHONIC ARCHIVES

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-3, Fri. 8-6:30, Sat. 11:30-6:30

Ham or Fish (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-order

reQuired

Fri.  3:30-6:30pm &
Sat. 11:30am - 6:30pm

Buy the lunch special 
& receive a FREE dessert

Open For lunch

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com

Dr. Rebecca 
nnon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

: Hair Analysis: Hair Analysis:
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com
69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Stumbling upon a musi-
cian by the name of Jimmy 
Joe Johnson, you might 
picture a good ol’ boy play-
ing some country tunes or 
perhaps an older fella play-
ing bluegrass or folk. Well, 
throw those preconcep-
tions away and enter into 
the alter-ego of 23-year-old 
Austin Ropp.

Born and raised in El-
mira, Ropp spends a fair 
chunk of his free time cre-
ating ambient and progres-
sive music under the name 
JJJ. Ropp began playing 
his first instrument, guitar, 
when he was in Grade 6, 
around the same time he 
discovered Canadian pro-
gressive metal icons, Rush. 
It came to the 12-year-old 
with a shock that music 
could be epic, with large, 
prolific pieces. 

“I never knew that music 
could be like that. You hear 
three-minute love songs 
is all you hear, and then 
Rush comes out with this 
18-minute epic song about 
a crazy adventure with a 
bunch of time signatures.”

Instead of focusing his 

Local musician has no interest in being pigeonholed
Elmira’s Austin Ropp integrates a plethora of infl uences and styles into his recordings as Jimmy Joe Johnson

efforts on one instrument 
or genre, Ropp decided 
to dabble in a variety of 
styles. He plays guitar, 
mandolin, bass and key-
board, among other instru-
ments. 

“I’m trying to do some-
thing that’s more original. 
I’m not going to be the 
best guitar player or the 
best singer… so I try to mix 
different genres together 
to come up with some that 
are really unique.” 

Ropp said he enjoys 
taking the progressive el-
ements such as odd time 
signatures that are gui-
tar-driven then mix them 
with electronic beats.

This unique clash of 
genres and technicality is 
what is setting JJJ apart. 
His persistent experimen-
tation in lyric writing, 
unconventional instru-
ment combinations, and 
post-processing keep JJJ 
top of mind for those open 
to hearing something un-
familiar.

When discovering new 
music, Ropp says there 
needs to be a natural ele-
ment to the artist. Lyrics 
must be based in truth 
and come from a place of 

meaning. This value is one 
he holds dear and intends 
to uphold himself. 

“I’ll listen to pretty much 
any genre as long as it’s 
genuine. … My biggest 
inspirations come from 
a band like Rush. One of 

their most popular songs is 
about the integrity of mu-
sic and artistic music, and 
you just didn’t have that 
with other bands from that 
era. My goal is just to write 
the most honest things that 
I can.” 

One of JJJ’s recent 
tracks, entitled Laid to 
Rest, is about the passing 
of his grandfather two 
months ago. An upcoming 
track of Ropp’s was written 
during his mother’s recent 
brain surgery.

The pseudonym JJJ 
came from Ropp’s great 
aunt. “She couldn’t remem-
ber my first name because 
it was so close to my sister’s 
(Ashtyn), so she started 
calling me Jimmy Joe – I 
threw on ‘Johnson’ for 
good measure.”

On top of JJJ, Ropp has 
an act alongside his friend 
Scott McNab. The duo, 
Breaking Elements, blends 
similar elements of pro-
gression and experimen-
tation.

Although music may be 
a large part of Ropp’s life, 
he remains in a 9-5 job. 
After finishing his busi-
nesses, administration 
and accounting program 
at Conestoga College, he 
now works in his field at a 
soap company. And he con-
tinues to follow his artistic 
path. 

“I don’t know what I’d do 
if I wasn’t writing music in 
my spare time. I get to vent 
and express myself in a way 
I couldn’t if I didn’t write 
my own songs.”

Both JJJ and Breaking 
Elements music is available 
on streaming services like 
Spotify, SoundCloud and 
YouTube, among others.

Austin Ropp has a variety of influences shaping the music he writes. [DAMON MACLEAN]

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Heidelberg resident Rob 
Witherspoon has created 
a weekly webstream series 
allowing Canadian talent to 
perform in front of a con-
tinually growing audience 
of music and comedy fans. 
As with many recent artis-
tic initiatives and actions, 
this, too, was born of the 

Tuesday Live is  not your standard Livestream concert series
pandemic.

The project emerged 
after Witherspoon saw the 
emerging COVID-19 crisis 
lead to the cancellation of a 
show he was slated to per-
form at a Fergus retirement 
home on St. Patrick’s Day, 
March 17.

 “I had worked up a show 
of seasonal music, a full 
two sets of Irish music. I 
put a lot of effort into it 

and had all these songs 
ready to go, and it got can-
celled by the pandemic,” 
he explained. 

Undeterred, Wither-
spoon decided to use all  
his preparations to take the 
show online via Facebook 
live, a streaming service 
he had dabbled with previ-
ously for only a couple of 
songs when he was in the 
mood. Every week since, 

Witherspoon has contin-
ued the stream, drafting 
regional and national 
musicians to join in on the 
fun.

Witherspoon has also 
added some stand-up 
comedy into the mix, and 
has created characters to 
liven up the show, provid-
ing something new and 
fresh week by week. One of 
these characters is Robbie 

O’Spoon, “an Irish fella 
who plays Irish songs.” 
Robbie was created specif-
ically for the St.Patty’s Day 
stream. There’s also Willy 
Spoon, a NASCAR driver 
who lives in Witherspoon’s 
shed to ensure physical 
distancing is kept.

Some episodes also 
feature themes, such as 
an entirely Canadian mu-
sic set, similar to the one 

Witherspoon performs for 
the Elmira Canada Day 
celebration at Gore Park. 
After his performance 
that night, he heard of the 
death of folk legend John 
Prine, who passed away 
April 7 due to COVID-19. 
Given Prine’s considerable 
influence on his own mu-
sic, Witherspoon gathered 
musicians for a cover show 

WITHERSPOON | 24
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Offi ce:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104
Fax:           519-669-5753 
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classifi ed Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-residential

Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-commercial

Placing Classifi ed Advertising

Classifi ed advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
offi ce hours. All classifi ed advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifi cations are available at: 
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

FARM FOR SALE BY TENDER
Cash Crop Farm for sale located in the Guelph/Eramosa 
Township with total of 113.5 Acres Prime Agricultural Land, 83 
Acres Workable, Randomly Tiled.
This property is located outside of Guelph west end; 6937 
Speedvale Avenue West.  It is divided by the railroad; approx. 
1,400 � frontage.  Included a two story farm house and 30’ x 45’ 
Quonset shed. 
Farm sells as one parcel.
This is an unspoiled farm with lots of poten�al and possibili�es. 
PREVIEW: Saturday, June 13, 2020, 1:00 to 4:00 pm or by 
appointment
TENDER CLOSING DATE: TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 2020 @ 5:00PM
For more informa�on contact Kurtz Auc�ons Inc. 519-836-0342
or kurtzauc�onsinc@gmail.com

Busy medical office
in Woolwich Township 

seeking a

REGISTERED
NURSE (RN)

for casual part-time work.
The successful candidate will be 

flexible to work evenings and 
Saturdays and some week days.

Please submit your resumé to:
elmiramedicalclinic@gmail.com

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED AUCTION

HELP WANTED

BROILER FARM 
SOUTH OF ELORA IS 
looking for a full-time 
person to join their 
team. To do daily 
checks, general main-
tenance, set up and 
clean out of barns 
Must have experience 
working with large farm 
equipment and have 
excellent husbandry 
skills Starting wage $ 
22.50 an hour plus ben-
efi ts. Send resume to 
anne@donkersfarms.
ca or call 519-846-
0970.

CAREGIVER IN HOME 
HELP REQUIRED. 
Awesome, working 
environment near St 
Jacobs Market. I am 54 
looking for mid-aft help 
and bedtime routine, 
light laundry, cooking 
and errands. We pro-
vide PPE. $17-$19 an 
hr call for details. 519-
502-0970

HELP WANTED

ELMIRA - CLEANING 
LADY WANTED, 4 
hours per week. 
Please text 519-577-
0119.

LABOURER NEEDED 
FOR BRICK LAYING 
company. No experi-
ence necessary, must 
have own transporta-
tion. Dave 519-574-
6501.

SHOP MECHANIC 
NEAR ELORA. KEEP 
shop clean and orga-
nized Clean, lubricate 
and perform other 
maintenance. Perform 
general overhaul work 
on farm equipment 
and vehicles. Flexible 
to work in a team set-
ting as needed. Please 
call Adrian 519-835-
3372.

HELP WANTED

WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR A TRUST-
worthy, nurturing and 
active nanny available 
near Elora. I have 
fi ve boys ages 13-4. 
Available to work 4 
full days (9am-4pm) 
Tuesday- Friday. 
Must have your own 
transportation. Call 
519-835-1634.

WORK WANTED

45 YEAR OLD MALE 
LOOKING FOR WORK. 
Have drivers licence 
and car. Call Rob at 
519-664-2161.

FOR SALE

DJ STEREO EQUIP-
MENT, ANTIQUE 
kitchen work table. Call 
519-725-1517.

LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or  519-669-2045.

The successful candidate will be remunerated with 
a competitive wage and benefits package.

P.O. Box 43, 7293 Line 86, Wallenstein N0B 2S0 
Phone: 519-669-5176  |  Fax: 519-669-1997

NEEDED IMMEDIATELY

PARTS PERSON 
ESM Farm Equipment Ltd.  is seeking an 
effective, sales minded, self-motivated individual 
who enjoys working with people and can respond 
well to customer needs.  An agricultural 
background and familiarity with farm machinery 
would be an asset.  Parts department, Office 
duties and computer experience is preferred. 
Please send your resume to the attention of 
Scott Ruppert at the address below or email to 
scott@esmfarmequipment.com  

Only applicants to receive interviews
will be contacted. 

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

LED LIGHTS DELIVERY 
ONLY UP TO 20% DIS-
count. Commercial and 
Residential, indoor and 
outdoor lights. Now 
available vapour tight, 
cETL, NEMA 4X certi-
fi ed. Ph: 226-979-4790 
www.shnabs.com

QUONSET SHED FOR 
SALE. 12X24 GALVA-
nized steel w/rolling 
garage door. $2950. 
o.b.o. Call Jim 519-573-
7049.

FARM 
EQUIPMENT

40' MILVERTON MILL-
WRIGHTS BALE ELE-
vator with 1 hp motor. 
519-570-9397.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

CUSTOM BALING 
LARGE SQUARE OR 
round. Call Jeff 
519-580-0674.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

Small businesses need your help 
more than ever ... find ways to 
keep them part of our community.

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

  
Fitter Welder
(minimum 5 years experience)
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.) 

 

Are you capable of: 
• Layout of plate and sheet metal from       
   blueprints 
• Able to work with minimum supervision 
• High quality workmanship 
• Regular and punctual attendance
• Working day shift or night shift

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

   

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: chare@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their 

interest but only those considered 
will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

WORD ADS 
CONTINUED
ON PAGE 19



CLASSIFIED NOTICES | 17THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2020 |  THE OBSERVER 

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

*Please note as the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, the status of facilities 
and services may change. For the most current information, please see the Woolwich 
Township website at Woolwich.ca or call us at 519-669-1647.

Private Well Water Testing
Due to COVID-19, a temporary plan has been put in place to resume private well water 
testing for bacteriological testing only (i.e. E. coli and coliforms). The service will continue 
to be free being funded by the Region of Waterloo.

• Pick up* a water test kit Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m from ALS Waterloo 
located at 60 Northland Road, Unit 1, Waterloo, ON N2V 2B8. 

• The water test kits include a sample bottle, an ice pack, a chain of custody form, 
and sampling instructions

• Follow the instructions included in the kit
• Bring the sample back to ALS Waterloo
• Your results will be e-mailed to you directly or, if you cannot be reached by email, 

by letter mail or phone. Please ensure that your contact information is completed 
properly to ensure you receive your results as quickly as possible.

*Please note, water test kits will be available just inside the first main door for pick up 
and drop off. Due to physical distancing restrictions, the second door will be locked and 
staff at ALS Waterloo are not available to answer any questions.
If you have any questions about the water testing process or your results, please call the 
Region of Waterloo at 519-575-4400.

Council Extends Financial and Economic
Supports for those that need it

On May 12, 2020 Woolwich Township Council extended short-term economic relief 
measures to support residents and businesses for an additional 30 days. To help offer 
some financial flexibility to those significantly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Township will be waiving penalties and interest on property taxes, late payment charges 
on utility bills and miscellaneous accounts receivable invoices, and non-sufficient fund 
(NSF) fee charges for the month of June 2020.
In addition, Council approved additional relief and support for residents and business 
including:

• An application-based property tax deferral program. The new program, which will 
launch in June, will allow residents and businesses to apply to extend respective 
2020 final property tax bill due dates by 60 days; and

• The suspension of collection activities up to and including August 31, 2020.
Current due dates will remain as is and no changes are being made to these dates. 
The approved actions are meant to give customers that need it additional time to make 
payments on both their property tax and utility accounts. Through these actions property 
owners and utility customers can continue to pay in full or if need be, partial payments, 
without being penalized.
Customers can continue to make payments through a Pre-Authorized Payment Plan, 
online banking, by mail or by the payment box located at the Maple Street side of the 
Township Administration Building located at 24 Church Street West in Elmira.

Local Business Resources
Local businesses are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in Woolwich 
Township. See who’s hiring on-line today!

• In response to COVID-19, the Township’s economic development focus has shifted to:
• helping local businesses access Federal and Provincial financial aids;
• promoting local businesses that are still available or offer online service; and
• monitoring the economic impact to support Council decisions.

For more information or for assistance accessing resources, contact the Township at 
519-669-1647 and ask to speak with the Economic Development & Tourism Officer or 
contact EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

OntarioBusiness Information
For questions about the Provincial order to close at-risk businesses including questions 
about which businesses are essential, please contact the Stop the Spread Business 
Information Line at: 1-888-444-3659.

COVID-19
Woolwich Township Update

As the 2019 Novel Coronavirus or COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve around the world 
and in our community, the health and wellbeing of Woolwich residents remain our top priority. 
The Township continues to work closely with area municipalities, Region of Waterloo’s Public 
Health, and provincial and national partners to monitor and respond to new developments.
For information on symptoms, treatment and preventative measures, you may contact:

• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400
• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000
• Public Health Agency of Canada: 1-833-784-4397
• Township Services, Facilities, and Programs*

Woolwich Township continues to provide critical and core services. We ask residents to 
delay non-essential businessortry to conduct business online or by phone. Please be 
patient, it may take staff longer than normal to respond to inquiries as we respond to 
critical matters first. 

Township Facilities
Township Office
The Township has tentatively targeted June 15, 2020 to re-open the Administration Office 
to the public. Residents will be asked to only visit the municipal administration building 
if necessary, to schedule appointments in advance with staff and adhere to physical 
distancing guidelines. Additional customer service options such as virtual and telephone 
calls or online engagement will still be available. 
Closed until June 30: All municipal recreational facilities including park washrooms, 
playgrounds, outdoor fitness equipment and splash pads remain closed. All events and 
festivals are cancelled until June 30th.
The Township is currently developing recovery plans that aim to maximize service to 
citizens, ensure the health and safety of employees and clients/customers. Stay tuned 
for more information on new municipal government business practices that reflect our 
changing environment.

Parks, Trail and Outdoor Amenities
Woolwich outdoor recreational amenities including sports fields (for non-team use only i.e. 
running / walking) dog parks, picnic shelters and benches are open to the public.  Please 
respect provincial orders on physical distancing and public gathering limits of 5.

Trails Closures
• The Mill Race Trail and the parking lot at 32 Front St., St. Jacobs remain closed.
• The West Montrose Covered Bridge is closed to visitors outside the community. Local 

residents can continue to walk in their neighbourhood while physical distancing.

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage
The Township remains committed to helping our community stay engaged and active!  
Please join us on our webpage: Woolwich.ca/StayActive for activities brought to you by 
our wonderful recreation and facilities staff, instructors and partners. 

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all open air burning within the Township. Whether you are 
having a small backyard fire or clearing your property of brush, a permit is required. You 
can apply for a permit at woolwich.ca or by calling 519-669-6022 during COVID-19.

Council Meetings
Remote Council meetings continue to follow their regular schedule with members 
participating electronically. Agendas are posted online Thursday afternoon before the 
meeting and any additional items are posted by noon on the day of the meeting. You can 
still participate in meetings while Council chambers are closed to the public: 

• Submit a comment in writing
• Make a delegation or attend a public meeting by video or toll-free phone
• Watch or listen to the meeting on Facebook or by toll-free phone
• Read meeting minutes

For help participating in a remote Council meeting, contact the Deputy Clerk at 519-669-6010.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

We Support Our Community

$25 donation
to Woolwich

Community Services
with equipment

purchase Call us for details

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL
TO BOOK
TODAY.

5196695557

VANVV , MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATT TIAA ON

“S““ pSS ecializlili ing in zz small grorr upuu chcc artett rsrr ”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL
TO BOOK
TODAY.

Looking forward to

serving you as new

guidelines allow.

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

ELMIRA - Beautiful, well maintained freehold townhome 
with lots of updates!!! This home is only attached at the 
garage wall. Main floor laundry, all appliances included. 
Most windows 2020, Painted throughout 2020, Furnace 
2015, A/C 2010, Water Softener 2012, Roof 2010, Faucets 
and light fixtures 2008, Most flooring 2008 (hardwood is 
original) and a beautifully landscaped yard. Don’t miss out 
on this great opportunity! 

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

$414,900$414,900

WATERLOO - A wonderful home with much to offer!  
Conveniently located close to groceries, transit and 
expressway, this 3 bed, 3 bath home might just be your next 
move! The garage has been converted into a spacious 
laundry room/mudroom and storage space but can easily 
be switched back by new owners. Room to relax with the 
fair sized deck and spacious comer lot. Some updates 
include: Furnace 2010, Central Air System 2012, Most 
appliances are 2018 and newer, Counter tops/sink/back-
splash/some flooring 2018, Lower roof 2015, Deck 2019, 
Garage Door 2018, Finished basement 2019, Windows at 
front of the house 2010, French door 2015.

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

$459,900$459,900

Melanie
Beisel

SALES REPRESENTATIVE519-590-0835 • mbeisel@royallepage.ca

5080 AMENT 
LINE, 
LINWOOD
Time to leave your 
worries behind and 
move to this 
peaceful country 
property in 
Linwood.  Situated 
on over 1/2acre with an inground pool and greenspace behind.  
With 4 bed and 3.5 bath it is perfect for a large family. Enjoy your 3 
car garage and shop out back for all of your toys. With a little love 
you will have a perfect place to call your forever home.  

$799,000

NEW PRICE!

20 SUNSET 
PL., ELMIRA
Welcome home to 
this quaint 
crescent location. 
This spacious 
family home is 
situated on a pie 
shaped lot with 
finished concrete driveway and a beautifully landscaped mature 
yard. 3bd, 1.2 bath and 3 living room spaces spread out over 5 
floors. Immaculate condition with many recent updates including 
the main bath and kitchen.  Looking for your next family home, this 
ones for you!  

$699,000

NEW LISTING!

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR 
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

Very desirable location amongst executive 
style homes. Great family neighbourhood 
– central to all schools. Still owned by the 
original owner. 3+ bdrm raised bungalow – 
approx. 1,500 sq. ft. Updated kitchen & din-
ing area & main bathroom with air tub. Fin-
ished rec & games room w/gas FP. 3 pc bath, 
4thbdrm& hobby/laundry room. Spacious 
principle rooms. Most windows updated. 
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL – potential for a 
wooded lot severance. Call for details.   MLS 

5 BOBOLINK PLACE, ELMIRA

$824,900

Relax & enjoy the peaceful setting in this 
log cabin/cottage. Great location – locat-
ed near a well travelled road – close to 
Drayton. Open concept main floor kitch-
en/dining area & living space w/wood-
stove. 3 pc. bathroom. 4 bdrms upstairs. 
Living space has sliding doors over-look-
ing the yard & water. Detached garage 
– 14’ x 22’ w/loft for storage. Furnishings 
incl. Leased land.   MLS 

LOT #255 CONESTOGO LAKE

$379,900

Two bedroom condominium. Large 
master bedroom. Eat-in kitchen. Living 
room w/sliders to private patio area. 
Finished rec room. 2 baths. Currently 
rented – tenant would continue to oc-
cupy if desired. New MLS  

30 FLAMINGO DR. UNIT 45D., ELMIRA

NEW PRICE

All brick bungalow – mature lot (112’ 
x 110’). 2+ bdrms. Updated eat-in 
kitchen, mn flr. bathroom, flooring & 
windows. Spacious rec room/games 
area w/gas F.P. Lovely yard w/stamped 
concrete patio, fire-pit area & walk 
ways. Shows well! You won’t be dis-
appointed. New MLS.

75 CENTRE ST., ELMIRA

Unique opportunity to run your busi-
ness from this totally renovated and 
architecturally pleasing building. Sit-
ting areas w/gas fireplace & water 
feature. Full kitchen w/built in oven, 
range & dishwasher. Upper loft areas. 
Outdoor storage w/additional wash-
room. Numerous perennial gardens & 
creek offer a peaceful outdoor setting.  
MLS 

11 DUNKE STREET N., ELMIRA

$495,000

All brick bungalow – mature lot (112’ 
x 110’). 2+ bdrms. Updated eat-in 
kitchen, mn flr. bathroom, flooring & 
windows. Spacious rec room/games 
area w/gas F.P. Lovely yard w/stamped 
concrete patio, fire-pit area & walk concrete patio, fire-pit area & walk concrete patio, fire-pit area & walk 

kitchen, mn flr. bathroom, flooring & 
windows. Spacious rec room/games 
area w/gas F.P. Lovely yard w/stamped 
concrete patio, fire-pit area & walk SOLD

Two bedroom condominium. Large 
master bedroom. Eat-in kitchen. Living 
room w/sliders to private patio area. 
Finished rec room. 2 baths. Currently 
rented – tenant would continue to oc
cupy if desired. New MLS  cupy if desired. New MLS  cupy if desired. New MLS  

room w/sliders to private patio area. 
Finished rec room. 2 baths. Currently 
rented – tenant would continue to oc
cupy if desired. New MLS  SOLD

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

$569,000 |  1.7 Acres
House has been redone with all new plumbing, heating, wiring, flooring, and 
much more. Your chance for country living. Mls. Call Dale direct .

$965,000  |  Near Drayton   
I.3 acre beautifully landscaped Cape Cod home with a grannie flat/1bedroom 
apt. 3+1 bedrooms, 4 baths, 20 x 38 hobby shop, large garden shed, pool, on a 
paved road. The rooms are spacious, great room w fp and soaring ceiling, open 
concept kitchen and dining.  Totally finished basement. MLS Call Dale.

New Listing  |  $2.25 Million |  Farm
102 acres close to Listowel. 83 workable organic acres, 17 acre bush lot, and a 
3 +1 bedroom ICF constructed home (2009), all on a paved road. Also 2 Coverall 
buildings. MLS. Call Dale Direct. 

New Listing  |  $159,000 |  Rothsay
Prime lot overlooking fields and meandering stream. Sloping lot for walk out 
potential. Survey available. MLS Call Direct.

House has been redone with all new plumbing, heating, wiring, flooring, and 
much more. Your chance for country living. Mls. Call Dale direct .

$569,000 |  1.7 Acres
House has been redone with all new plumbing, heating, wiring, flooring, and 
much more. Your chance for country living. Mls. Call Dale direct .much more. Your chance for country living. Mls. Call Dale direct .

$965,000  |  Near Drayton   

$569,000 |  1.7 Acres$569,000 |  1.7 Acres
House has been redone with all new plumbing, heating, wiring, flooring, and 
much more. Your chance for country living. Mls. Call Dale direct .SOLDHouse has been redone with all new plumbing, heating, wiring, flooring, and SOLDHouse has been redone with all new plumbing, heating, wiring, flooring, and 
much more. Your chance for country living. Mls. Call Dale direct .SOLDmuch more. Your chance for country living. Mls. Call Dale direct .

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

RENTALS

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE 
JULY 1ST, 2020. APPROXI-
mately 1200 sq. ft. at munic-
ipal parking lot & in Elmira 
Core . 4 individual offi  ces plus 
reception and rear storage. 
Call owner Mildred or Len Frey 
for rates at 519-741-6970 or 
519-669-1544.

FROM 16 TRADES & SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND RENOVA-
TIONS. OVER 35 YEARS EXPE-
rience. Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@gmail.com

Find our Service   
Pro's Directory 
on page 18

ads.observerxtra.com/stronger-together

Free online registration 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

VOTE FOR THE  PEOPLE’S
CHOICE AWARDS IN EIGHT
DIFFERENT CATEGORIES.

FREE PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST

Contest Open Now ... until June 28, 2020. 

GET CREATIVE, HAVE FUN 
AND WIN PRIZES!

WHC will be purchasing gift cards to 
support our local business community!

There's no place 
like home. And you 
can fi nd one here.
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Bowman, Lucinda
Passed away on Sunday, May 31, 2020 
at her residence, RR 1, Linwood, at the 
age of 86 years. Lucinda was the wife of 
the late Ivan Bowman (2019). Mother 
of Simeon and Lovina Bowman of RR 
1, Linwood, Saloma Bowman of RR 1, 
Linwood, Annie and Alvin Bowman 
of RR 1, St. Clements, Aden and Mary 
Ann Bowman of RR 1, St. Clements, 
Norman and Lena Bowman of RR 1, 
Linwood, Susie and Jacob Bauman of 
RR 1, Millbank, Ina and Norman Bau-
man of RR 1, Wallenstein, and Ivan and 
Lydia Bowman of RR 1, St. Clements. 
Remembered by numerous grand-
children and great-grandchildren. 
Sister of Daniel (Sarah) Martin, Josiah 
(Angeline) Martin, Simon (Nancy) 
Martin, and Adeline (Noah) Martin. 
Predeceased by her parents Elam and 
Susie (Bauman) Martin, three sisters 
and a brother. Visitation was held at 
the family home on Monday, June 1, 
2020. Private family interment and 
service took place on Tuesday, June 2, 
2020 at Martin Mennonite Cemetery.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Kraemer, Angelica Faith
Passed away peacefully on the day 
she was born, Friday, May 29, 2020 at 
Mount Sinai Hospital, Toronto, and 
went to be safe in the loving arms of 
Jesus. Beloved daughter of Randy and 
Susanna Kraemer of Glen Allan. She 
will be sadly missed by her siblings, 
Donovan, Bethany, Jordan, Janneken, 
and Daniel.  Also missed by her grand-
parents, Ronald and Marlene Martin 
of St. Jacobs and Irvin and Minerva 
Kraemer of Wallenstein, and great-
grandmother, Erma Martin of West 
Montrose. Mourned by 11 aunts, 11 
uncles, and many cousins. A drive-by 
viewing took place in the church yard 
at Goshen Mennonite Meeting House 
on Tuesday, June 2, 2020 from 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. A private family graveside 
service was held at 1 p.m. in the adjoin-
ing cemetery, followed by a phone 
service.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Weber, Kaysen Gabriel 
April 28, 2020 – May 30, 2020

Passed away peacefully after a strong 
and courageous fight at McMaster 
Medical Centre, Hamilton, on Satur-
day, May 30, 2020. Kaysen Gabriel was 
the beloved son of Leon and Lindsay 
(Hutter) Weber of Elmira. Baby brother 
of Sam, Jessie, and MacKenzie. Loved 
grandson of Aden and Elsie Weber, 
Pat and Nancy Bester, Rick and Jenny 
Hutter, and great-grandson of Pat and 
Rose Bester. Lovingly remembered by 
many aunts, uncles, and cousins. A 
private family visitation and graveside 
service were held. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to McMaster 
Children’s Hospital would be appreci-
ated by the family.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

STRAUS, Larry Jacob 
1942 - 2020

Passed away on Sunday May 24, 2020, 
at the age of 77.

Dear father of Laurie Wittie, Brian 
(Alison) Straus, and Michael Straus. 
Grandfather of Rachel, Brayden, Ca-
den and Chloe.  Former husband of 
Donna (nee Leader) Straus.  Will be 
fondly remembered by his siblings 
Delford Straus, Marlene Lindsay 
(Harvey McNaught), Bernard Straus, 
Marcella Dorscht, Dorothy Wettlaufer 
(Karl), Veronica Voison (Don), Clare 
Straus, Elaine Mullan (Kevin).

Predeceased by his parents Felix and 
Beatrice (nee Knoblauch) Straus.

Larry was employed for many years 
and retired from Seagram  Company 
Ltd., Waterloo.  In his own words, 
Larry was grateful for the things he 
was taught during his life.  He enjoyed 
reading, in particular the bible and 
scripture.

A private family graveside service will 
be held at St. Clement RC Cemetery, St. 
Clements at a future date. We pray that 
Larry is at eternal peace and finds ev-
erlasting life in the house of the Lord.

Condolences for the family and dona-
tions to Diabetes Canada may be ar-
ranged by contacting the Erb & Good 
Family Funeral Home, 171 King St. S. 
Waterloo at www.erbgood.com or 
519-745-8445.

Uridil, Marie Zdenka 
1941 – 2020

Peacefully at Hospice Wellington on 
Sunday May 31, 2020 at the age of 78 
years. Loving wife of Bohumil ( Bob 
) Uridil of Conestogo. Dear mother 
of Wendy Rose ( Mark ) of Conestogo 
and Robert Jr. Uridil ( Samantha ) of 
Winterbourne. Loving Grandmother 
of Melanie ( Kevin ), Mark ( Laura ), 
Bo, Jacob and Paighton. Great Grand-
mother of Cadence, Chase and Adal-
ynn. Sadly missed by her sister Mila 
Belohradsky ( Tony ) and her niece 
and nephew Denise ( John ) Thring 
and Martin Belohradsky. There will be 
a private family visitation and funeral 
for Marie. Interment to take place in 
Conestogo, Ontario .Arrangements 
have been entrusted to the Graham A. 
Giddy Funeral Homes-Waterloo Cha-
pel, 617 King St. N, Waterloo (across 
from Home Depot). In lieu of flowers, 
donations to Hospice Wellington 
would be appreciated. Condolences 
online at www.grahamgiddyfh.com 
519.888.7700.

Ian & Patricia Barker
Half a century ago, June 6th was  

such a special day, 
A wonderful marriage began and 

has blossomed along the way. 
Today we give a toast and say cheers, 

to celebrate and reminisce over  
your 50  Golden years! 

Love, Ian, Patti, Mike, Angie, Steve and Lisa, Jamie, 
Jesse, Brianne, Travis, Caitlin, Kirsten, Wes & Jase

Eddie Weber
June 24th, 1960- June 9th, 2015

Missed and loved by family and friends

ANNIVERSARY IN MEMORIAM OBITUARY

OBITUARYOBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Martin, Kevin 
July 12, 2005 – May 26, 2020

Passed away unexpectedly as the 
result of an accident on Tuesday, May 
26, 2020, at the age of 14. Kevin was 
the beloved son of Clare and Vera 
(Wideman) Martin of West Montrose. 
Brother of Matthew, Sharon, Duane, 
Dennis, Murray, Marilyn and Lawrence, 
all at home. Grandson of Orvie and 
MaryAnn Martin of West Montrose 
and Nelson and Salome Wideman of St. 
Jacobs. Also remembered by his many 
aunts, uncles, cousins and extended 
family. Public drive-by viewing took 
place on Saturday, May 30, 2020 from 
12 to 6 p.m. at the family farm. A private 
family interment and service was held 
at Winterbourne North Mennonite 
Cemetery.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

DESSLER, HOWARD JAMES  (1931 - 2020) - We 
are saddened to announce that a loving and kind 
soul has been called home. Howard was born into 
farming life in Elmira during the Great Depression.

LEEMAN, AUDREY (1934 - 2020) - Audrey Leeman of 
Waterloo, born on June 16, 1934, died May 30, 2020.

PERROTT, WILLIAM A. "BILL" - Passed away 
peacefully after a brief illness at the Southampton 
Hospital with his family by his side on May 30, 
2020 in his 91st year.

DEATH NOTICE

Calling all local picture takers.

UPLOAD IMAGES
IN EIGHT THEME
CATEGORIES:
• Hometown Proud
• Love
• Minimalism | Isolation
• Pets
• Porch-rait
• Something Old
• Surrounded by Nature
• Togetherness

The Ontario Community Newspaper Foundation
can accept your donation to The Observer.

Recieve a tax receipt for donation.
Specify the Woolwich Observer

ads.observerxtra.com/stronger-together
Free online registration 

Upload your photos, drawings, scribbles ... starts May 1, 2020. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

STRONGER-TOGETHER
PHOTO-IMAGE CONTEST
Contest runs from
May 1- June 27, 2020
Prizes for 1st, 2nd & 
People’s Choice Voted by You.

Winners announced in July 2, 2020
edition of the Observer.*
*See online for o�cial rules.

Win gift 
certificates
to support a 
local business
of your
choice.

WANT TO SUPPORT 
THE LOCAL NEWS IN 

THE OBSERVER?
WE INVITE YOU TO VISIT 

WWW.OCNF.ORG TO 
MAKE A DONATION.

THE OBSERVER WILL MATCH YOUR DONATION 
IN CREDIT TOWARDS ANOTHER LOCAL BUSINESS.

Small businesses need 
your help more than ever 
... find ways to keep them 
part of our community.
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

As Seniors’ Month got underway this week, the 
Waterloo Wellington Older Adult Strategy (WWOAS) 
partners launched the ‘Stay Safe - Lead the Way’ 
campaign designed to keep older adults safe, 
healthy and connected throughout the phases 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Older people face 
signifi cant risk of developing severe illness. They’re 
also at greater risk of social isolation and frailty. 
www.caredove.com/wwcss

The GRCA has reopened some of its conservation 
areas, including the Elora Gorge, for limited day-use 
activities. The timeline to reopen the Elora Quarry 
remains uncertain. All buildings and on-site facilities, 
including washrooms, gatehouses, picnic areas, play-
grounds, and beaches in these areas remain closed.
www.grandriver.ca

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Do you smell something funny when 
you turn on the vents in your vehicle?
Contaminants such as pollen, dust and mould spores can easily 

enter a vehicle’s passenger compartment through the A/C, 
heating and ventilation systems. This can make the air in the 

car 6 times dirtier than the air outside!

It’s a good idea to have your cabin air fi lter checked regularly. 
If you have any questions we are happy to help!

~Hunter

SENIORS' MONTH GRCA EDGES OPEN

DIVERSIONARY TACTICS

Off work due to the coronavirus situation, Sue Murdoch tried her hand at a variety of pastimes before putting her sewing skills to work making masks. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Extra time translates into mask project
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Her job on hold since mid-
March, Elmira’s Sue Mur-
doch has had plenty of 
time on her hands, an op-
portunity to lend a hand 
during the coronavirus 
crisis by making masks. 
An attention to detail and 
investment of that time 
can be seen in her handi-
work.

What sets Murdoch’s 
masks apart is the amount 
of time she invests into 
making them, an esti-
mated hour or longer to 
create each mask. Sizing 
ranges from extra-small 
to extra-large, and Mur-
doch has even made them 
for young children. The 
high-quality, non-medical 
fabric masks Murdoch 
creates include a wire 
nose piece, ensuring 
a tight fit, and unique 
straps to ensure the masks 
will stay on. Designs come 
in masculine, feminine 
and children’s patterns, 
as well as the “True North 
Collection” in preparation 
for Canada Day. 

It’s been a labour of love 
for Murdoch, who’s been 
off from her job as a slots 
supervisor at the Grand 
River Raceway casino in 
Elora, where she’s worked 
since the place opened 
more than 16 years ago. 
Her job was to make sure 
things were running 
smoothly, helping out 
other staff where need-
ed. Murdoch’s last shift 
was March 15, when she 
received some dishearten-
ing news. “We didn’t hear 
about it, but we saw it 
on the TV screens. It was 

ordered by the OLG (On-
tario Lottery and Gaming 
Commission) that they 
were going to have to shut 
down.”

Typically, Murdoch 
worked between 36-40 
hours each week, and she 
suddenly found herself 
with excess time on her 
hands. She decided she 
wanted to do something 
creative.

Murdoch said she 
“wasn’t inspired to make 
masks, [she] just needed 
a project to do.” With so 
much time now on her 
hands and having her hus-
band spend his weekdays 
in Peterborough, she be-
gan making herself busy. 

“I had fumbled around 
with inspiration stones 
and painting stones and 
things like that,” she 

around the beginning of 
April. Since that time, she 
has created 370 masks, 
finding a great reception 
for her handiwork.

When Murdoch will 
return to work remains 
uncertain – largely de-
pendent on the provincial 
government’s reopening 
schedule –  but she says 
she feels safe and expects 
her position to remain. 

Elmira woman Sue Murdoch puts attention into the details of handcrafted masks, off ering varied sizes and designs

said, adding that those 
new hobbies are ones she 
wouldn’t keep up with for 
a long time, and she want-
ed to do something that 
could be helpful in the 
community. 

“I realized one day that 
I can sew and that I could 
[start] sewing masks.” 

She borrowed her 
daughter’s sewing ma-
chine and some supplies 

“There is a gradual pro-
cess where they have to 
meet criteria… a five-step 
plan to get back on track.” 

In the meantime, Mur-
doch is more than happy 
to create masks and deliv-
er them to people within 
and around the communi-
ty. She can be reached by 
phone at 519-669-1145 or 
by email at suemurdoch@
live.ca.
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

With local aspar-
agus, now in 
season, simply 

steaming it and enjoying 
the unadulterated taste 
of its freshness is often 
enough. 

That said, there are a 
variety of options when 
you’re looking to put its 
goodness on the menu – 
you can probably think of 
a few, but perhaps “pizza” 
doesn’t spring immediate-
ly to mind. It should, as 
this recipe for Asparagus 
Pizza surely proves – it’s a 
delicious blend of flavour 
and colour.

The olive oil, basil and 
garlic certainly scream 
“traditional,” but throw-
ing asparagus and chèvre 
cheese into the mix 
changes things up. As 
with all pizzas, however, 
there’s always room to 
customize the pie to your 
liking, including substi-
tuting or augmenting the 
cheese selection. Feel free 
to experiment ... and have 
some fun doing it.

Asparagus Pizza1
Tbsp. olive oil
1 onion, halved and thinly 

Going green and local 
in topping your pizza

CHEF'S TABLE

sliced
1 clove garlic, minced
1 Tbsp. balsamic vinegar
1 tsp. granulated sugar
8 to 10 stalks local asparagus, 
cut into 1/2-inch (1 cm) pieces
1 medium greenhouse toma-
to, chopped
1 tsp. dried basil
Salt and pepper
1 baked 12-inch whole-wheat 
pizza crust
3 Tbsp. chèvre cheese, 
crumbled

1. In frying pan, heat oil over 
medium-high heat; sauté onion 
and garlic until softened and 
golden, about 8 minutes. Add 
vinegar and sugar; stir. 

2. Add asparagus; cook 
for 3 minutes. Add tomato, ba-
sil, and salt and pepper to taste; 
cook for 1 minute.

3. Spread asparagus 
mixture over whole-wheat pizza 
crust; top with chèvre cheese.

4. Place pizza directly 
on middle oven rack (for softer, 
chewier crust, bake on cookie 
sheet). Bake in 375°F (190°C) 
oven (or according to pizza 
crust directions on package) 
for 6 to 8 minutes or until crust 
browns. Broil for 2 minutes or 
until cheese begins to bubble.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17

 MANAGING DIFFICULT EMOTIONS DURING COVID-19. 
Join us via Zoom online at 1 p.m. In this virtual session 
Penny Bedford will focus on understanding emotional ups & 
downs you may be experiencing, the impact on your health, 
relationships & self-esteem, ways to deal & manage di�  cult 
emotions. To register email gberibun@wchc.on.ca

Woolwich Residents Support Fund
On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz 
launched the Woolwich Residents Support Fund 
(WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich Township Council. 
The WRSF will initially address the anticipated un-
precedented needs that many Woolwich residents 
will experience due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
However, the WRSF will continue to address ongo-
ing needs experienced by Woolwich residents long 
after the pandemic has ended.   
In general, the fund will provide one-time finan-
cial support to an applicant. However, we realize 
that no two cases are the same. Unique situations 
may require further support that otherwise would 
not be accessible for the ongoing needs of the in-
dividual. 
Prior to an applicant drawing from the WRSF, the 
Fund Review Committee will access other commu-
nity services and funds that may be able to sup-
port and/or provide for the individual.
While eligibility practices and an application pro-
cess are in place, it should be noted that in unique, 
complex, crisis and acute circumstances funds 
may be provided at the discretion of the Fund Re-
view Committee, assuming the core criteria of the 
fund are met.
“What a great example of the barn-raising spirit 
that has always existed in Woolwich,” said Mayor 
Shantz about the Fund during her video an-
nouncement on what would have been the Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival day. 

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.       Community Care Concepts of Woolwich, 

Wellesley and Wilmot
2.      Woolwich Community Services
3.      Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.      Woolwich Community Health Centre 

Fund Administrator:  Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, 
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 
Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the website on the 
WCS Donate page.

Additional information:

Free Community Volunteer Income 
Tax Program for those living in Woolwich 
Township and northern Wellesley Township 
who have a limited-income. If you would like an 
appointment please call our office to book: 519-
669-5139. We practicing physical distancing.
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The right name can encourage us to eat our veggies

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

This year’s theme: Stay Safe, Stay in touch.
June is Senior’s MonthJune is Senior’s Month
Older adults have and continue to contribute to our community in so many 
ways. They’re valued, productive and engaged members of the community.

WE ALL BENEFIT 
BECAUSE THEY:

•  volunteer more than any 
other age group to improve 
the lives of community 
members of all ages 

•  provide countless 
caregiving and childcare 
hours to their family 
members and others they 
love, care about and 
support

•  make more charitable 
contributions per capita 
than any other age group

•  shop locally, support the 
arts, pay their taxes

•  share their strength, 
knowledge and 
experiences to 
instill hope

Our community celebrates older adults. 
They have faced tough times before and 

not only survived, but thrived.

TOP 3 TIPS YOU CAN DO TO REDUCE 
AGEISM IN OUR COMMUNITY:
1. Examine our own biases. Listen to what you say 
to yourself and others and be mindful of ageist 
comments. Saying "I don't have as much energy as I 
used to, I must be getting old" to your children or "I 
am having a senior's moment" plant seeds that 
aging is a time of deterioration. Of course, this is not 
true and it contributes to negative stereotypes.

2. Look for opportunities to foster positive 
interactions between older adults and youth. 
Intergenerational activities help to prevent ageism 
by providing opportunities for older adults and 
younger people to learn about each other, build 
healthy relationships and foster sharing, 
understanding and mutual respect. 

3. Commit to educating yourself about aging. 
Everyone is unique. Making general assumptions 
and statements about aging reinforces stereotypes. 
Older adults vary in their age, health and cognitive 

status, education and economic statues, living 
arrangements, family structures, sexual  

orientation, religious beliefs and lifestyle 
choices. Everyone deserves quality of life. 
Let's all think about adding life to years, not 
just years to life.

If you or 
someone you know 

is experiencing 
emotional crisis 
and is in need of 

immediate support 
please call HERE 24/7 

at 1 844 437 3247

BRAIN FOOD

Q.  What’s in a name?  
Plenty, if you’re trying 
to encourage people to 
eat more vegetables.  Can 
you explain?

A.  At fi ve university dining 
halls across the U.S., Stan-
ford University researchers 
tested whether “taste-fo-
cused labels” (“Sizzlin’ 
Szechaun Green Beans”) 
increased diners’ vegeta-
ble intake compared with 
“health-focused labels” 
(“Nutritious Green Beans”) 
or neutral labels (“Green 
Beans”), reports the 

University of California, 
Berkeley, “Wellness Let-
ter.”  “Taking a page from 
the junk-food-marketing 
playbook, the taste-fo-
cused labels were designed 
to provide expectations 
of a positive experience,” 
using words suggesting 
excitement, indulgence, 
tradition.

 Based on 138,000 diner 
decisions and 24 vegetable 
types, “the taste-focused 
labels increased the selec-
tion of vegetable dishes by 
29 percent compared with 
health-focused labels, and 

BILL&RICH SONES
STRANGE BUT TRUE

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

by 14 percent compared 
with basic labels” (“Psy-
chological Studies”).  And 
compost discards indicated 
that diners consumed more 
of the veggies, suggesting 
greater enjoyment.

 “The authors conclud-
ed that emphasizing the 
taste attributes of vegeta-
ble dishes — rather than 
their healthfulness — may 
make diners more likely 
to choose them over less-
healthy fare.”
 Q.  Arachnophobes, 
listen up: Cellar spiders, 
goldenrod, writing, grass 

and wolf spiders have 
some mighty strange 
habits.  Do you know 
what they are?

A.  These common spider 
species can be found creep-
ing around North Ameri-
can homes and lawns, say 
Eleanor Spicer Rice and 
Neil McCoy in “American 
Scientist” magazine.  A 
cellar spider steals other 
spiders’ webs, tricking 
victims by doing a “death 
dance,” shaking webs like 
entangled prey.  “When the 
hungry web owner comes 
for a bite, the cellar spider 
tosses silk on it and eats 
it.”  She then goes on to eat 
other captured prey.  

 Chameleons of the spi-
der world, goldenrod spi-
ders have special cells with 
pigments that enable them 
to blend in with the flow-
ers they call home.  “Look 
out, bees!”  And species of 
wolf spiders number near-

ly 2,400 worldwide, with 
more than 200 in North 
America alone.  They come 
in an array of colors for 
blending in.

 Finally, consider mating 
behavior: “The male writ-
ing spider spontaneously 
dies while still inside the 
female, hanging there until 
he falls off or is eaten.”  But 
the male grass spider, to 
avoid getting eaten, releas-
es a chemical that causes 
his mate to go comatose 
“until the deed is done.”

Q.  How did elephants’ ex-
cellent memory and their 
fear of bees help resolve a 
serious problem peace-
fully and profi tably?

A.  When farmland 
expansion in East Africa 
encroached on the habitat 
of elephants, they began 
to raid the farms for food, 
destroying crops in the 
process, says Dan Lewis on 
his “Now I Know” web-
site.  “Elephants have a 
good aptitude for recall-
ing times and events that 
have caused them injury,” 
and bees are particularly 
harmful because they can 
sting near the beasts’ eyes 
or from inside their trunks.  
With their trunk-blast 

driven language, they can 
warn other elephants to 
stay away. 

Researcher Lisa Kind 
devised a plan involving 
beehive “fences,” theo-
rizing that if farmland 
were surrounded with 
fences bearing beehives, 
elephants encountering 
the fences would end up 
shaking them, disturbing 
the hives and releasing the 
bees.  “The elephants often 
fled the area.”

 Overall, a peaceful res-
olution.  The profit came 
when the farmers collected 
and sold the honey.

 Speaking of elephants:  
The term “white elephant” 
dates back to the 1800s, 
when the King of Siam 
used to give actual white 
elephants to those in his 
service who had displeased 
him.  “The recipients of 
these elephants risked 
financial ruin due to the 
creature’s care and up-
keep.”  Thus, the term 
means “a property requir-
ing much care and expense 
and yielding little profit.”

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Addition symbol
5. Amorphous creature
10. Repository for the 
dead
15. Alternative to 
Windows
16. Conifer of New 
Zealand
17. Catalan painter Joan
18. Platters
20. Bush-league
21. Low point
22. Great _____!
24. Center of a ball?
25. specifi ed dealer
27. Choker
29. House
31. "___ on my bed my 
limbs I lay": Coleridge
32. Fat letters
35. Kind of column

37. Raise
39. Water carrier
41. This always happens 
before noon
42. Familiarize
45. Zeno, notably
46. Embodiement of 
something
48. "Aeneid" fi gure
51. .0000001 joule
52. Ladies of the night
53. Peter, Paul or Mary
55. Transports sugars in 
a plant
56. The cause of a 
disease
57. Cut, maybe
59. Kennel sound
60. Half a gone-by bird
61. ___ gestae
63. Blockhead
64. Fabled racer

65. Checked out
DOWN
1. Something to chew
2. Cuckoos
3. Less complex com-
puting
4. Record holder?
5. Store convenience, 
for short
6. Name before mar-
riage
7. Coastal raptor
8. Splotches
9. Balloon fi ller
11. Arab League 
member
12. Peewee
13. Pipe type
14. Reddish brown
19. Ancient colonnade
21. Kind of situation
23. Forum wear

25. Hit a low note?
26. Revenuers
28. Gloomy
30. Craving
33. Quiet
34. Astrological sign
36. Long, dismal cry
38. Appropriate
40. Disapproving
43. Lady Macbeth, e.g.
44. Marathon
47. "Dee-lish!"
49. She dances on the 
sand
50. Chester White's 
home
52. Toronto, for short
53. Half mediocre
54. Bawdy
58. Entrance
62. Cork's place
63. Not just "a"

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 8am to 8pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H
WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Join Us Online
Every Sunday

9:15 & 11:00 AM

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
David Martin (MCEC) preaching

 Service moved on-line.
Please contact the church office 

(elmiramennonitechurch@golden.net)
 for access info.

Worship: 9:30am
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1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

CHECK OUT SOME OF OUR IN-STOCK INVENTORY

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

2-TONE2-TONE
FRIEZE FRIEZE 

CARPETCARPET

$$114949
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

CARPET

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
SOLID OAKSOLID OAK

NATURAL RUSTICNATURAL RUSTIC

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3” X 6”3” X 6”
SUBWAY TILESSUBWAY TILES

$$118787
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

12” X 24”12” X 24”
CLICK CLICK 

VINYL TILESVINYL TILES

$$227777
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

13”X13”13”X13”
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$110000
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

5’ X 7’5’ X 7’
SHAGSHAG

AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

$$49499999
FROM EACH

dedicated to the artist. With-
erspoon has carried on with 
adding guests ever since. 

In a more recent stream, 
Reba Joy created a smile 
video. “She collected 
phone videos people had 
shot that have given them 
joy during the pandemic 
and put it to a soundtrack 
for the 10th episode anni-
versary show.” 

Overall, the reception 
has been great for the new 
project, he said. A large 
community has come to-
gether to enjoy themselves 
from the comfort of their 
homes and explore the en-
tertaining values of Wither-
spoon and company.

Now some 40 years into 
his music career, Wither-
spoon’s introduction to 
music began at the expense 
of his older brothers’ guitar 
and Eagles songbook he 
would borrow towards the 
end of high school and the 
beginning of his college 
career. After that, he began 
performing and hasn’t 
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stopped since. Although 
his performance ethic may 
have hindered as a result of 
coronavirus, he is not light-
ening up.

When people inquire 
about Witherspoon’s style 
of music, they usually ask 
if he’s country, rock or pop. 
In truth, he combines ele-
ments of all those genres 
into what he describes as 

“Southern Ontario subur-
ban roots music.”

Having one specific label 
on his style, Witherspoon 
says, may stifle him into a 
box, limiting creativity.

Streams can be watched 
through both Facebook 
and YouTube. For more 
information and to listen 
to some of his music, visit 
robspoon.com.

Rob Witherspoon as one of his alter-egos, NASCAR driver Willy Spoon. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

Witherspoon at his Heidelberg home.  [DAMON MACLEAN]
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