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HEAD OF THE CLASS

Woolwich looks
at making it
easier to keep
chickens in
residential areas
BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Why did the chicken cross the
road? To escape the bureaucracy
involved in keeping a few laying
hens in the yard, apparently.
A Conestogo-area resident
looking to keep a few hens in a
barn on her property ran afoul
of regulatory red tape appearing
before Woolwich council Tuesday
night. Sarah Pupols discovered it
would be fine to keep some chickens in her home, but not in a barn
designed for livestock.
The circumstances are due
to a quirk in a township zoning
bylaw, which sets rules that gave
councillors, seemingly willing to
grant Pupols an exemption, no
wiggle room. Currently, Pupols'
only recourse would be to launch
a lengthy and expensive (some
$4,000, not chicken feed) process
to change the zoning on her residential property.
While councillors appeared
ready to turn a blind eye to the
situation if chickens did appear
on the property – other residents
are keeping chickens, some of
them note – formal permission
would require jumping through
some administrative hoops.
As it stands, the zoning bylaw
CHICKENS | 04

EDSS valedictorian Katie Carreon says goodbye to high school as she looks towards a future in law.

[SEAN HEEGER]

A fateful year for EDSS class of 2020
Katie Carreon will have much to draw on in writing a valedictory speech for her classmates
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Naming a valedictorian is a normal part of each school year, but
this one has been anything but
normal at EDSS. Still, there will
be a representative of the class of
2020 penning a speech to send
her classmates out into the world.
Katie Carreon welcomed the

honour, adding that it came as bit
of a surprise to her.
“I feel like there were a lot of
really good people that could
have been chosen to be valedictorian. And so I am honored to
be able to represent my class and
(to) have been accompanied by
such other great nominees,” said
Carreon “I have (had) the thought
(it) had always kind of been in the

back of my mind, ‘who was going
to be valedictorian?’ ... but I never
really pictured myself.”
Selecting a valedictorian was
a bit of normalcy after a year in
which Elmira District Secondary School students protested
provincial plans for online learning, endured rotating strikes by
teachers’ unions, and eventually
saw the building shuttered in

mid-March due to the novel coronavirus.
Carreon has been actively involved within the school community for the last few years, serving
as co-president of EDSS and representing the students at events
and within the community.
Early in her high school career,
she said she never saw herself
VALEDICTORIAN | 07

Open for Business
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Downtown Elmira businesses are excited to start welcoming you back
into their shops! It won’t be business as usual but, by taking
recommended precautions, it will be safe for you and staff.

Thank you for your
continued support!
Local businesses need your support now
more than ever before. We will recover
with your strong local support.

SOCIAL
DISTANCING

ENHANCED
DISINFECTION

HAND
SANITIZER

WASHING
HANDS

PLEXIGLASS
BARRIER

DELIVERY
OPTIONS

EXPECT LIMITED CAPACITY IN SHOPS,
ENHANCED CLEANING PROTOCOLS AND
SIGNAGE REMINDING CUSTOMERS OF
RESTRICTIONS IN PLACE TO KEEP US SAFE.

Sandelli
Massage Therapy
& Associates

TEL: 519-669-3494

TEL: 519-669-9028

TEL: 519-669-8991

TEL: 519-669-3658

TEL: 519-669-3284

TEL: 519-669-5537

TEL: 519-669-8225

TEL: 519-210-0066

TEL: 519-669-1152

TEL: 519-669-3030

TEL: 519-669-5071

TEL: 519-669-5655

TEL: 519-669-4032

TEL: 519-669-0374

TEL: 519-669-5161

TEL: 519-669-5477

TEL: 519-669-1129

TEL: 519-669-1533

TEL: 519-669-3441

TEL: 519-669-5353

TEL: 519- 841-9932

TEL: 519-669-5419

TEL: 519-210-3333

TEL: 519-669-5077

TEL: 519-669-8362

TEL: 519-210-0066

TEL: 519-669-3349

TEL: 519-669-2820

TEL: 519-669-1480

TEL: 519-210-0608

TEL: 519-669-8282

TEL: 519-669-1611

TEL: 519-669-2772

TEL: 519-669-5471

TEL: 519-669-1212

CIP Facade Improvement Program is still open for applications until June 30th! Search CIP at woolwich.ca for details.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

PARKING AT THE FLATS
Perhaps no less convoluted, the parking situation
at Snyder’s Flats in Bloomingdale will be changing
again, Woolwich council this week opting against
having private security issuing tickets. Currently, there
are no legal parking spots at the GRCA site, but the
township will look to permit parking along one side
of the roadway, using bylaw staff to ticket violators.

Creating community connections
starts and ends with our readers.
News tips are always welcome.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Wellesley hired its first full-time fire chief this
week, naming Andrew Lillico, currently a deputy
fire chief for the City of Waterloo, to the post.
The township has been looking to fill the position
since last October. In April, council decided to
make the position a full-time one, giving the chief
a larger role in emergency management and
adding fire inspections to the list of responsibilities.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

From the June 27, 2009 edition of The Observer

WCR trains sidetracked for summer

C OV I D - 1 9 U P DAT E

First wave of
coronavirus
has yet to
pass, health
officials warn

Though now permitted to resume operations, the group has decided to err on the side of public safety
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Cleared to reopen under
provincial guidelines, the
Waterloo Central Railway
has opted to cancel its train
service for the summer, citing safety concerns related
to the novel coronavirus.
There’s a difference between being able to legally
reopen and doing so safely,
said the non-profit group’s
general manager, Peter McGough.
In the best interest of
staff, passengers and volunteers, the organization
haa decided not to offer
regular passenger services
between July and August,
he added.
“We probably could have
done it,” he said of resuming service, noting concerns about a second wave
of the virus. “If we don’t do
this now, we’re going to pay
for it.”
WCR looked into the use
of ultraviolet-light devices
similar to those in use by
transit systems to disinfect
their trains, but the cost
was too high for such a
small organization, said
McGough
The organization will be
evaluating the COVID-19
situation in deciding when

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Volunteers have been busy at the Waterloo Central Railway's workshop in St. Jacobs, but trains won't be running this summer.

to resume services. At that
time, there will be new
safety measures in place.
That list includes going
beyond the required 50 per
cent decrease in the number of passengers, instituting physical-distancing
measures, requiring advance booking of seats and
not taking cash payments,
among other precautions.
Although the choice was
difficult to make, McGough

says there has been praise
throughout the community
for “doing the right thing.”
The decision means
WCR will be foregoing
a significant amount of
revenue during the busy
summer months, he added.
All of that money would
typically go back into the
organization, which is a
not-for-profit.
At the St. Jacobs rail
yard, there are 52 volun-

teers among both the train
crew and the workshop.
Right now, however, there
are limitations on the number of people who can be in
the facility at any one time,
in keeping with precautions to slow the spread of
the coronavirus.
With the loss of income,
on-site projects for the
volunteers have shifted
directions. Initially, two
new shelters were to be

[DAMON MACLEAN]

installed, but that project has been put on hold.
Eventually, one shelter will
be placed at the Howard
Avenue stop in Elmira,
while the other will replace
another on the Northfield
Drive, Waterloo end.
While the trains aren’t
running, WCR is looking at
alternatives such an online
virtual ride/tour or a viewing parade that adheres to
social distancing.

The number of new cases
remains low and there
have been no new fatalities
in weeks, but Waterloo
Region is not done with
COVID-19 at this point,
says the acting medical
officer of health.
The “first wave is not
over,” said Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang
in a video briefing June 23,
noting the number of cases is stable despite a large
increase in the amount of
testing being done.
At midweek, there were
92 active cases in the region. The total number of
cases since the first was discovered hit 1,268, of which
1,061 (84 per cent) have
been resolved. More than
30,000 tests have been conducted, with a positive rate
of 4.1 per cent, down from
five per cent last week.
Increased testing is being carried out at long-term
care and retirement homes,
which are now starting to
open up to visitors again.
CORONAVIRUS | 04

Regional committee looks to speed post-COVID economic recovery
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

With the local economy
starting to open up, Region of Waterloo council’s
COVID-19 Economic Recovery Committee met for
the first time last week with
the goal of greasing the
wheels.

Made up of regional
councillors, the committee
is focused on supports for
local business, including
tax policy, reducing red
tape and stimulating capital spending.
“The system is really
full of a lot of red tape and
cumbersome. So, we want
to say, ‘OK, let’s not dupli-

JL’s Duke St

cate things, but let’s see
what we can streamline,’”
said North Dumfries Mayor
Sue Foxton, who represents
the four townships, of the
committee’s goal.
In looking at red tape,
Foxton pointed to a standard practice of referring
planning issues to the
Grand River Conservation

Authority for comment
even when the location is
not near GRCA lands or rivers. The practice both costs
applicants money and has
the potential to slow the
process.
“Why should it even be
sent to them? It doesn’t
involve them. It shouldn’t
be sent to them. It’s just

Sue Foxton

GARDEN HOSE
400 PSI burst strength, 5/8" x 50'

building centre

SAVE



Was $44.99

40% 26

97
Each

5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 • Text JL’s 226.979.1850

costing the person more
money.”
In addition to cutting
‘red tape,’ the team is also
reviewing capital spending, tax policy and general
stimulus activities.
Regional Chair Karen
Redman also sits on the
newly formed committee.
ECONOMY | 07

• Thick construction provides
strength and reinforcement
• Abrasion-resistant exterior
• Seal-Tite leakproof coupling
• Easy to unwind and unravel
• Extremely flexible
• Combines durability of rubber and
easy handling of vinyl

Shophomehardware.ca
and choose JL’s as your home Store.
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 CHICKENS: Township to launch
review of policy for keeping hens
FROM 01

allows Woolwich residents
to raise chickens on residential properties, as long
as they’re kept in the house
or attached area such as a
garage. They can’t be kept
in a separate shed or chicken coop.
“The zoning bylaw does
prohibit them (chickens) in
accessory structures,” manager of planning Jeremy
Vink told councillors meeting by video conference.
He noted the provincial
Planning Act is very clear,
requiring a full review
process, including public
input on any changes to
the zoning bylaw. The
township’s animal control
bylaw would also have to
be changed to reflect the
practice.
“The Planning Act is
very strict and rigid in how
you process applications,”
agreed Mark Pomponi, director of development services, noting other municipalities have gone through
the process to allow for the
keeping of hens.
“Often when you deal
with chickens in urban
areas or residential properties they can be quite contentious at times.”
Councillors voted to
launch a review of the zoning bylaw that could clear

the way for keeping chickens in residential areas,
though the process could
take months even without
any objections.
“We do live in an agricultural community,” pointed
out Coun. Patrick Merlihan, who made the motion
to look at a township-wide
policy for the keeping of
chickens. “Let’s hear from
the public.”
In the meantime, those
already raising chickens
under such circumstances
can probably expect little
in the way of enforcement,
as councillors alluded to in
talking with Pupols.
“I don’t see a big issue,”
said Coun. Murray Martin,
noting there’s a barn on the
property for a reason.
In response to a question
from Coun. Larry Shantz,
Pupols said she has talked
to her closest neighbour
about the plan.
“They’re quite excited to
see the hens ... and perhaps
a few eggs here and there,”
she said, adding that a
previous neighbour kept
laying hens, but has since
moved away.
The development of a
township plan, including
changes to the zoning bylaw, will probably get underway later in the summer
or in early fall.

 CORONAVIRUS: Numbers have stabilized, but COVID-19 remains a threat
FROM 03

That’s likely to result in a
spike of positive tests and
new outbreaks, Wang suggested.
Visitors are now required to get tested every
two weeks to enter such
locations, though tests act
as only a timestamp, so
there’s an elevated possibility of an outsider transmitting the virus to the
elderly residents.
Such care facilities continue to be hit hardest by
the novel coronavirus, accounting for 83 per cent of
the fatalities.
With a relatively high
number of long-term care
and retirement homes,
Woolwich has seen the second-highest rate of cases
in the region behind Kitchener. Measured in cases
per 100,000 population,
Woolwich’s 209.6 is slightly
above the 203.4 regional
average. Kitchener is at
351.3, most of that due to
its care facilities. By comparison, Wellesley Township’s number is 69.
Whatever the reported
rate, the precautions remain
the same wherever you live
in the region, said Wang,
pointing to hand-washing
and social distancing.
“I think that this is a
virus that is spread broadly, and the risk is broadly

Social-distancing measures in places such as the St. Jacobs Farmers' Market
remain essential, health officials say.
[DAMON MACLEAN]

present across the region.
So, my advice for the residents of the Woolwich
Township would be the
same as for all the residents in the region, and
it’d be those public health
practices that I’ve been
mentioning.”
Residents should become comfortable with the
current measures that have
been in place for months
now, as the virus remains
an issue, she noted.
“This is our new normal,
and it will continue to be
for a long time to come.”
While recommending
the use of masks, the region has no plans just yet
to make them mandatory,
unlike neighbouring Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph
Public Health (WDG),
which requires facial coverings to be worn in retail
settings and on transit.

WDG has had a significantly lower amount of
cases than Waterloo Region, with a total of 464,
yet has been more aggressive about masks. That situation has not changed the
region’s stance of “highly
recommending” the use of
masks, however.
“A specific area that
we’re looking very, very
carefully at is transit. I
think the overall message
has been maintain physical distancing as much as
possible and when it’s not
possible to maintain physical distancing, strongly
recommended to wear a
mask,” said Mike Murray,
the region’s chief administrative officer.
With people returning
to work, there has been a
gradual increase in transit
ridership, enough to warrant discussions on facial

coverings, he added.
Though there’s no timeline just yet, local officials
are starting to prepare for
stage 3 of the provincial
government’s reopening
strategy, with Murray
noting the region will be
following the advice of the
health experts.
“I think between Region
of Waterloo Public Health
and the province ... we’ll
take our guidance from
them on when it’s safe to
move to phase 3.”
Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph (WDG) Public
Health reported of 464 cases
to date. Of those, 353 have
been resolved showing a recovery rate of 76.1 per cent.
There have been 37 deaths
in the catchment area.
The Ministry of Health
reported 34,016 cases of
the novel coronavirus in
Ontario on Wednesday,
an increase of 0.5 per cent
over the previous day.
There have been 2,631
deaths attributed to the
virus, representing a mortality rate of 7.7 per cent.
The ministry reports 29,336
cases (86.2 per cent) have
been resolved.
The latest numbers
from Health Canada show
101,963 confirmed cases of
COVID-19 nationwide, with
8,454 related deaths, a mortality rate of 8.3 per cent.

What is social distancing?
Social distancing means avoiding close contact with others
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and can include:

Avoiding nonLimiting, postponing
essential trips
or cancelling
in the community
gatherings

Working from
home, where
possible.

Conducting
meetings
virtually

Keeping kids
away from group
settings

Avoiding visits to
long-term care
homes and other
care settings

Keep a distance of 2 metres from others when going for walks or shopping for groceries
Subscribe to these
websites if you are
looking for regular
updates on COVID19

woolwich.ca/COVID19
regionofwaterloo.ca/COVID19
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Elmira's Listowel Road may reopen by July 6
Problems that include sinking pavement arose after last year's reconstruction work, forcing contractor to carry out repairs

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Having made it through
last summer’s closure of
Listowel Road in Elmira,
Dub-L-E Auto Service
owner Trent Robertson
was hoping for a better go
of it this year. First came
the coronavirus, which
kept people at home rather
than on the road, then the
region shut down the road
yet again.
The stretch of Listowel
Road just west of Arthur
Street has been closed
since late-April as the contractor attempts to repair
deficiencies left over from
the work done last year.
There have been issues
with the underground services, and the roadway has
seen significant settling
and sagging.
Cambridge-based Network Sewer and Watermain Ltd. carried out the
$1.8-million project, and its
crews are working on the
deficiencies.

“It was supposed to be
four weeks. It’s gone long
past that,” said Robertson
of the repairs, noting traffic
past his service station at
the corner of Arthur Street
and Listowel Road has
been reduced by about 75
per cent, as was the case
last summer. “The impact
for me has been a lack of
traffic.”
While the work is being
done, he’s forced to wait,
noting some days crews are
there, while others there
is nothing being done at
the site. Through it all, last
year and this, there has
been little in the way of information provided to him
by the Region of Waterloo
or the contractor.
“There hasn’t been much
[communication],” said
Robertson. “It’s beyond my
control – I’m upset this is
taking so long.”
Andew Doman, the region’s project manager for
the job, said the current
target is to have the work
done is early next month,

Trent Robertson, owner of Dub-L-E Auto Service, is eagerly awaiting the reopening of Listowel Road, scheduled for early
next month.
[DAMON MACLEAN]

weather permitting.
“After construction,
roadway settlements occurred, which required the
contractor to correct. The
contractor commenced
these corrections in April
this year and is nearly
complete. This roadway is
anticipated to be reopened

by early July this year,” he
said in an email.
Enrique Huerta, Network
Sewer and Watermain’s
project superintendent,
said he expects base and
top paving to be carried
out on Friday and Monday,
with the goal of having the
road open again by July 6,

St. Jacobs to see plenty of road construction this
summer, as region has three projects on the go
BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Road work is already having an impact on traffic
around St. Jacobs. It’s
likely to get worse before it
gets better.
The Region of Waterloo
has three projects on the go
in and around the village,
most visibly the lengthening of approach and exit
lanes from the roundabout.
Also on tap is the repaving
of a portion of Sawmill
Road from the roundabout
to King Street, and a full
reconstruction of a stretch
of Hawkesville Road just
west of that King Street
intersection.
Work on the roundabout
is already underway. At
some point, each of the
four access roads will have
to be closed to traffic,
if only for part of a day.
Lanes will remain open to
traffic during the Sawmill
Road paving, but Hawkesville Road will be closed
through September given
the extent of the work.
“We’re looking to improve the function of the

roundabout so that it works
like a two-lane roundabout,” said Larry Van
Wyck, the region’s project
manager in charge of the
work.
Along with creating longer approach and exit lanes
to the roundabout – with
an eye on allowing traffic
to move around slower
trucks – the project will see
the grinding up of pavement and resurfacing the
roundabout itself for the
first time since it opened
in 2006.
Now underway, most of
the digging and widening
is expected to be completed this week, said Van
Wyck.
The design calls for curbs
on all approaches, but the
size of the equipment will
mean lane closures while
the work is carried out on
three of the four sides.
That will mean one-day
closures, scheduled for 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. on the days
in question, in each case,
he added.
The work is scheduled
through to September,
with evening and week-

Additional details about
the deficiencies in the work
done last summer aren’t
available, as the matter is
now in litigation, an issue
between the region and
Network Sewer and Watermain, said Doman.
Jared Puppe, Woolwich’s
director of infrastructure
services, said the township
is also on hold as it awaits
clearances for the sanitary
sewer and water services
installed as part of the reconstruction project.
The continued closure of
the road has created detour
issues, he noted.
Truck traffic, in particular, has been a problem,
with some vehicles heading through the downtown
core to access Church
Street, for instance.

end times included. The
complete closure of Arthur
Street north of the roundabout, for instance, is
planned for the weekend of
September 12.
The reconstruction of
Hawkesville Road includes
underground services,
curbs, gutters and sidewalks. The extent of the
work means the road will
be ripped up and closed to
traffic for the duration.
Van Wyck notes the
project will pose access
problems for buggy traffic,
which will have a long detour between Hawkesville
and St. Jacobs.
“We’re aware this is a
major inconvenience to the
Mennonites, to the horseand-buggy users,” he said
of the detours.
Right now, the detour
situation for all traffic is
somewhat complicated
by ongoing delays in the
region’s project on Listowel
Road in Elmira. Vehicles
are being directed to Three
Bridges Road, with has
an outlet on Hawkesville
Road, where work is already underway.

“We try to avoid having
two projects that close
to each other,” said Van
Wyck, noting the situation
is especially troublesome
for transport trucks.
The Listowel Road work
is a holdover from last year,
as deficiencies mean the
contractor had to come
back to carry out repairs –
that fix has been underway
for two months.
As with Listowel Road,
the Hawkesville Road project involves underground
services such as water
and sewers, which belong
to Woolwich Township
though the work is being
organized by the region.
Jared Puppe, Woolwich’s director of infrastructure services, said
the detouring situation
will put some stress on
township roads, especially
while Listowel Road remains closed. That project
is expected to wrap up by
early next month.
Van Wyck says the region
hopes to have all of the
St. Jacobs-area projects
wrapped up by late-September.

depending on weather and
clearances from the region.

Poutine
Patio

Available
July 3 & 4 from
Noon - 4:00 PM

Or take home one of our
Ready to Heat dinner Entrees

Check website for up to date menus and pricing: www.chefduff.ca

at

RiverSong

632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs
Call or Email
to Pre-Order

519-500-1715 | info@chefduff.ca

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may benefit you

• Medication management • Free blood pressure
monitoring
(Blister pack)
• Free Prescription delivery • Free blood sugar
monitor training
(Elmira and local area)
• Ostomy Supply
• Compression Stockings
• Seasonal flu vaccine
• Travel Vaccine
administration service

• Medication review
Meds-Check
• Incontinence products
• Prescription Transfer to
our pharmacy just like
1-2-3

Monday - Friday
Saturday

9:00am - 6:00pm
10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday

Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595
Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner

Closed
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Conestoga Sailing Club introduces instructional program for younger children
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Adhering to the adage that
you’re never too young to
start learning, the Conestoga Sailing Club has
launched a new program
for kids between the ages
of six and eight that gives
them the chance to develop
their sea legs.
The Wet Feet program
is new for the club this
year, aimed at teaching
the basics of sailing while
instilling confidence in
those who love the idea of
being able to captain their
own ship. The club started
the program after getting
requests from the commu-

nity over the last few years
to take kids under the age
of nine. They realized they
were missing the opportunity to get youngsters out
on the water, an oversight
now corrected.
“We’ve had questions
in the past from a number of parents asking us if
their child could sign up
if they were younger than
nine. And, in the past, we
just haven’t been able to
do that because we didn’t
have a program with the
children, and we weren’t
really equipped from a
training perspective of how
to work with younger kids.
So, we said no,” said Bruce
Alexander, commodore

of the sailing club.“We
thought we’re really missing opportunity because
we only have children for
a short period of time to
teach them the passion for
sailing. And if they’re interested in going at a younger
age (we would) at least provide them an experience
where they see sailboats
(and) understand how they
flow. Really, a basic introduction to sailing to kind
of go over the passion for
sailing and inspire them to
think about maybe learning how to sail when they
get older.”
In addition to the basics
of sailing, kids taking part
SAILING | 13

At the Conestoga Sailing Club, Sophia Ruffolo and Tanis Alexander are the instructors for the new Wet Feet program
[DAMON MACLEAN]

Evidence-collection goes digital as police launch pilot project
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Waterloo Regional Police
are test-driving a new evidence-collection system,
taking advantage of a pilot
project in partnership with
Axon Public Safety Canada.
The project offers digital
options to collect evidence,
a bonus during the current
coronavirus climate, said
police spokesperson Cherri
Greeno, noting the trial
run is being done free of

charge through the end of
the year, giving the department time to evaluate the
technology.
“We’re always looking at
ways to advance and use
innovation to advance and
modernize policing. I think
it is just a natural step for
us.”
Police will no longer
have to dispatch officers to
the location to collect evidence, which is sure to free
up some time and help prioritize work in the region,

she added.
The new system also
allows for physical distancing to be carried out by
officers.
“Instead of our officers
going to collect evidence
from an individual associate, they can do so digitally
without going and having
that physical interaction,”
said Greeno, adding police will still be attending
scenes as required.
“This is for if someone
has a report to make, and

they have evidence on their
phone they want to send
in.”
The files are uploaded to
a secure cloud-based management system. Individuals are provided a safe and
secure link through text or
email; once the connection
is opened, they can upload
their evidence.
Vishal Dhir, managing
director of Axon Public
Safety Canada, welcomed
the partnership.
“We are thrilled to know

Let’s start talking

Employment

The Region is currently assessing lands designated for employment
uses. Landowners are invited to submit requests to re-designate their
properties to permit non-employment uses. Criteria has been
developed to evaluate each request.
Requests should be submitted by July 31, 2020.
For more information about submission requirements and the criteria,
please visit www.engagewr.ca/regional-official-plan
Requests should be submitted to:

Alyssa Bridge, Supervisor, Regional Official Plan Review
Planning Development and Legislative Services
RegionalOfficialPlanReview@regionofwaterloo.ca
Regional Municipality of Waterloo, 150 Frederick Street, 8th Floor,
Kitchener, ON N2G 4J3
Phone: 519-580-3948

that our technology can
help play a part in keeping WRPS officers, as well
as community members,
safe by allowing digital
evidence to be shared electronically and minimize
any unnecessary physical
contact during this current
crisis.”
Poice chief Bryan Larkin conveyed a similar
message in a statement.
“During times like these,
when it is essential to
practice physical distance,

regional
official plan
2041

services like these are vital
to the health and safety of
our community and of our
members.”
Axon was initially known
as TASER International
before rebranding in 2017.
The company began in
1993 in search of an alternative to firearms in
policing. The shooting of
two high school football
teammates that were shot
in killed during a road rage
incident was the impetus
for the venture.
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MCC to move rePurpose Centre from Elmira to New Hamburg
Organization to consolidate additional services after agreeing to lease space at former Ten Thousand Villages warehouse
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

The Mennonite Central
Committee’s novel take on
a thrift store, the rePurpose Centre, is packing up
in Elmira, bound for New
Hamburg.
The operation, which sees
items donated to MCC sold
by weight rather than priced
individually, will set up shop
in the former Ten Thousand
Villages (TTV) distribution
centre. The non-profit
agency has been shutting
down TTV locations for the
past couple of years, citing
changes in the market. The
New Hamburg location
closed in the spring.
The rePurpose Centre
opened at a former grocery
store location in Elmira
in March of 2018, acting
as both a warehouse for
MCC Thrift Stores in the
province and as a novel
retail location. The plan
is to have the New Hamburg retail location open
by mid-August, with the
donation processing and
warehousing following later in the fall.
Moving the operation to

New Hamburg is in part
a cost-saving effort, said
John Head, executive director of MCC Ontario.
“Part of the reason for
moving is expenses – this
way, we anticipate when we
get past COVID, with the
impact it’s had on many
people’s incomes, there’ll
be a greater demand for
thrift stores, good quality,
secondhand merchandise.
The availability of good
supply and very good pricing... will become more
appealing.”
Head notes the MCC’s
thrift shops, including
those in Elmira, have seen
an increase in both donations and shoppers since
the province began lifting
the coronavirus-related
lockdown of the economy.
In making the transition
to the new measures demanded by health officials,
MCC has seen strong support from its volunteers,
many of who are seniors
and retired people, he
added.
MCC will be leasing
37,000 square feet of space
from the new owners of the
former Ten Thousand Vil-

Elmira’s MCC rePurpose Centre will be moving to New Hamburg.

lages centre, consolidating
other operations there as
well. The New Hamburg
location is approximately
10,000 square feet larger
than the Elmira store.
“This new location and
modern warehousing will
provide MCC Social Enterprise with more opportunity for growth. The facility
will have additional process handling capability in
support of MCC’s expanding social enterprise net-

[DAMON MACLEAN]

work,” said Karla Richards,
MCC’s social enterprise
operations manager, in a
release announcing the
move.
“The rePurpose Centre
is a place for accumulating thrift shop donations
from our other locations,
sorting them and sending
them back to the stores for
selling purposes. But then
what doesn’t sell in the
retail space thrift stores
comes back to the rePur-

pose Centre.”
Also heading to new
location is part of MCC’s
New Hamburg Thrift
Centre, which will free up
some 5,000 sq. ft. of retail
space by moving donation
processing to the former
TTV site. As well, the MCC
Material Resources warehouse, currently located at
the head-office building in
Kitchener, will be moving

much of its processing and
storage facilities to the former TTV building.
“Some of the collection
that occurs there [will continue]. But we’ll be able to
expand by moving to the
space in New Hamburg.
And then it’ll free up some
retail space for our thrift
store in that building,” said
Head of the 50 Kent Ave.
location in Kitchener.
The New Hamburg Thrift
Centre post the highest
sales in Canada for MCC,
making the expansion an
easy call.
“We’re leasing warehouse space in that building right next door to allow
us to expand retail floor
space, consolidate some
back-end processing, and
just the efficiency of being
under one roof.”
Moving the rePurpose
Centre out of Elmira will
prove something of loss
for customers travelling
by horse-drawn buggies,
Head acknowledged, adding
the regular thrift Store on
Church Street West will continue to operate as usual.

 VALEDICTORIAN: Not the way she and classmates wanted to say goodbye
FROM 01

as the kind of person who
would take on such a role.
Then, in Grade 11, she was
encouraged to run and her
passion for working on behalf of the students in the
school grew.
Carreon plans to attend
the University of British
Columbia, starting her
program in 2021. She will
be taking an international
relations program with
aspirations of one day becoming an international
lawyer. Since Grade 8 she
has had her mind set on
pursuing this career path,
but after seeing what Syrian refugees were going
through a few years back
– and getting some inspiration from family – Carreon
set her future out in front
of her. She knows that she
will miss EDSS, particularly Grade 12 classes such
as English, history, leadership and earth and space,
but she is ready for what’s

Katie Carreon's valedictory address has been put off until fall.

ahead of her and plans on
following this new path
wherever it may take her.
She says she’s very excited to move out West for
school, and even though
she may be a little scared
of what the future will
bring not being at home,
the prospects that come
from the adventure are too
much to pass up.
“It’s in British Columbia,
and that’s just a whole new
experience and opportunity to sort of reach out in
the world,” said Carreon. “I

guess I decided to choose
it, in the end, because I
thought, ‘well, I always say
I want to explore the world
more and ... Canada, and
what else the world has to
offer.’ Four years in another province would be really
exciting.”
Because of the coronavirus pandemic, her plans to
start school have been put
off for a year because moving during this time would
be a hassle – everything is in
some kind of disarray, with
more hurdles than there

would be normally for a
teenager going off to pursue
post-secondary education.
While she doesn’t currently have plans as to how she’ll
use her time off, she said she
appreciates the chance she’ll
have to say goodbye to family and friends.
“I feel like I’ll be more at
peace with closing [off the
chapter of] high school,
and I’ll be able to say goodbye to some of my friends
with more time. I feel like
now more than ever, I am
much more grateful for the
time that I do have to talk
to my friends. I cherish the
friendships that I had at
school so much more.
“And now that the restrictions are lifted a bit,
I am allowed to see my
friends – from a distance,
of course,” she added.
Given the lockdown,
Carreon’s valedictory address will have to wait until
the fall, giving her more
time on that front, as well.

Open Tuesday - Saturday
for

take-out

Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche, Mac & Cheese,
Potato Salad, Fresh Strawberry Pie, Baking & More.
Fri. Evening
Ham or Meatloaf (2-4 people) includes:
3:30-6:30pm
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert
rder
pre-ouired
CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-3, Fri. 8-6:30
reQ
(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Fresh

Strawberries
Picked or U-Pick
Also
le
Availab

Fresh

Beets, Lettuce, Green Onions,
Honey, Preserves, Maple
Syrup, Brown Eggs, Whole
Chicken & Parts, Goat Cheese
and Summer Sausage.

 ECONOMY: Committee looking at ways to help businesses get back on track
FROM 03

She said she “is hoping that
it [the committee] will look
at the instruments and the
tools that are available to the
region. For instance, planning approvals and things
like that, as well as how we
apply development charges
as we come out of this
COVID pandemic downturn

in the economy – if there are
things that we can do that
will enhance the ability of
the business community
and corporate Waterloo Region to invest in the region
and take away any barriers
that might exist.”
Regional Coun. Sean
Strickland, who sits on the
committee representing

Waterloo, said the goal is to
move ahead with reviving
the economy.
“It’s vital that our region
moves into the next phase
of pandemic control and
economic recovery. We
want to help our community bounce back as quickly
and safely as possible,” he
said in a release.

After the June 18 meeting , the COVID economic
recovery team will bring
its findings to the council
through Redman, who
will address the issues and
needs with the board for
budget 2021. Meetings are
open to view for the public
through the region’s website.

Hours: Mon-Fri 9-6
Sat. 9-5 | Closed Sunday

5982 Eighth Line E, Ariss | 519.823.1995
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VERBATIM
Keep the conversation alive on topics
of relevance to the community; write
a letter to the Editor.
Deadline: Tuesdays 4pm
Online: ads.observerxtra.com/letters

“From Alberta suspending pollution reporting to Ontario revoking the public’s right to know about potentially
environmentally damaging projects to Quebec deciding this would be a good moment to take a holiday
from prosecuting serious environmental infractions,
the net results of these myriad provincial decisions
are staggering in their breadth and implications.”
The Broadbent Institute’s Rick Smith argues we
may be witnessing the most widespread rollbacks
of environmental protections in Canadian history.

The Mental Health Commission of Canada (MHCC)
reveals that employment status, income level, and
the availability of coping strategies are having a
significant impact on mental health. The vast majority
— 84% — reported that their mental health concerns
had worsened since the onset of the pandemic.
Among their biggest concerns were well-being and
family wellness, their personal future, isolation and
loneliness, and anxiousness or fear.

O U R V I E W | E D I TO R I A L
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Wilmot mayor making the wrong point at the wrong time
words of regional Chair Karen
Redman.
Armstrong shared a video by a
group called Conservative Nation.
Under the banner of “White Lives
Matter,” the clip calls the BLM
movement a lie. Armstrong has
remained unapologetic, defending his re-post as a way to generate a discussion of the issues. He
maintains that posting the video
doesn’t mean he agrees with it, or
that it’s even factual.
Invoking the Donald Trump
defense – the ersatz president
routinely re-tweets the controversial posts of others, often racist,
divisive and unfounded (i.e. lies)
– seems like an unwise course of
action for Armstrong.
Canada as whole, and Waterloo
Region in particular, has far fewer
issues with racism than exist in
the United States, but systemic
issues do exist here – they’re

n a time of political correctness, partisanship and grievance politics, there’s nothing
wrong with challenging the
trendy thoughts of the day, which
tend to be shallow and short-lived.
Kneejerk reactions, common with
many issues that raise the ire of
those in our social-media era,
should always be questioned.
Little of that applies to the
current protests about systemic
injustices, from racism to authoritarianism as represented by police
and law-and-order opportunists
such as right-leaning politicians.
There are more than a few underlying problems in our societies,
most notably the issues raised by
Black Live Matters (BLM) and Indigenous rights groups.
That’s what makes Wilmot
Township Mayor Les Armstrong’s
recent Facebook posting all the
more “reprehensible,” in the
G LO B A L O U T LO O K

have been numerous examples,
and most police leaders will acknowledge the underlying faults.
Armstrong and others may feel
there’s been something of a kneejerk response to the goings-on in
the U.S., but invoking the divisive
tactics of white supremacists isn’t
the way to encourage dialogue
here.
As many other issues have
shown, we need more reasoned,
thoughtful governance, but decent and deliberative are a big
ask for today’s brand of politics.
Deliberation long ago gave way
to sound bites and unconsidered
reactions. Anger and divisiveness
are nothing new, chipping away at
decency over many years.
The actions of our politicians
follows a general decline in society, not just civility. In the course
of a couple of generations, we’ve
undone centuries of efforts to

create a society based on the
common good. Much of the we’reall-in-this-together ideals that
came out of the Great Depression
and the Second World War, for
instance, has been replaced by
relentless individualism.
Rapid urbanization whereby we
no longer rely on family, friends
and the broader community – indeed, we may not even know our
neighbours – makes us forget just
how interdependent we really
are. A consumer-based society,
pushed by marketing, focuses on
individual pleasure. This comes
at a cost to the collective ‘us,’ especially when discussing matters
of financing the common good:
taxes are seen as taking money
away from ‘my’ enjoyment. Increasingly, we’re encouraged to
give rein to our natural tendency
to look after number one. Couple
that with an individual’s capacity

to seek immediate gratification,
and long-term planning for our
collective future becomes even
more difficult.
There’s nothing wrong with
looking out for personal interests,
but we’re in danger of forgetting
that most of the gains of the
postwar years stem from socially-driven ideas – see, for instance,
the civil rights movement in the
1960s. In purely economic terms,
the collective efforts are the rising
tide that lifted all boats – some
more so than others, certainly. Today, however, there’s an element
that seems hell-bent on undoing
precisely the conditions that allowed for the great prosperity now
under attack.
Armstrong should be mindful
of that reality, holding his metaphorical tongue if he had nothing
constructive to add to the discussion.

T H E V I E W F R O M H E R E | S C OT T A R N O L D

Putin's plea is a risk
to world peace

D

onald Trump
writes in tweets,
with more exclamation marks than a
13-year-old girl’s diary.
Nobody knows for sure
whether his very limited
vocabulary is due to concern for his intended target
audience, or to his own
gradual mental decline.
(Look at interviews from
20 years ago, and he was
still using long words and
speaking in complete sentences.)
China’s president, as
witness his philosophical
masterpiece, “Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism With
Chinese Characteristics for
a New Era,” is a fluent writer of the ‘langue de bois,’
the ‘wooden language’ of
abstractions, slogans, bad
metaphors and cant used

GWYNNE DYER
GLOBAL AFFAIRS

by sub-Marxist thinkers
and other ideologues. The
Chinese call it ‘konghua’
(empty speech), and Xi is a
master of the art.
They speak a non-Marxist version of the langue de
bois at the École nationale
d’administration ( ÉNA
– National School of Administration), the finishing
school for most French
politicians. It’s still stilted
twaddle, and President
Emmanuel Macron is an
énarque, so he sometimes
DYER | 10
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LO C A L V I E W P O I N T

China's actions, including hostage-taking, demand a response

U

.S. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo doesn’t
often get things right,
but he was certainly correct this
week when he accused China of
holding two Canadians hostage
in retaliation for this country’s
role in the U.S. extradition plans
for Huawei executive Meng Wanzhou.
“These charges are politically motivated and completely
groundless,” said Pompeo in a
statement, calling for the immediate release of former diplomat
Michael Kovrig and businessman
Michael Spavor.
The two men have been held
since late 2018 on espionage
charges widely decried as bogus.
Last week, they were formally
charged in the process of a Chinese show trial.
The move against the two men
is part of a growing pattern of aggression and human-rights abuses carried out by China. We’ve
seen military posturing, espionage and intellectual property
theft increase, along with growing concerns about cyber threats.
Recent trade wars and the practices that led to the development
and spread of COVID-19 had put
the authoritarian country under
a microscope.
A poll released last week, for
instance, found Canadians want
to see more action from Ottawa
when it comes to addressing
China’s abuses. Conducted for
the partisan Macdonald-Laurier
Institute, the poll found 26.4 per
cent of Canadians were highly
negative about the Canadian
government’s performance,
more than seven times larger
than those who were highly positive, 3.7 per cent.
Respondents were also asked
whether they believed the government should speak up more
or be quiet when it comes to
China’s alleged abuses – some
80 per cent of Canadians surveyed feel that the government
should speak up more than they
are doing now, with 40 percent
responding that the government
should speak up “a lot more.”
Ottawa has long been criticized for its handling of relations

with China, particularly over
refusal to block Chinese investment in the company, a particular problem for communist
state-owned enterprises. Nor has
the government done enough
to block spying, corporate espionage and theft of intellectual
property such as research –
blocking foreign ownership, disbanding the likes of Confucius
Institutes and expelling suspicious persons are all measures
being recommended.
Blackberry founder Jim Balsillie, chair of the Council of Canadian Innovators, last week told
a House committee that foreign
investment rules fail to properly
protect intellectual property and
new technology.
Foreign governments, China
principal among them, have access to research and intellectual
property, often through working
with Canadian universities.
Security agencies have warned
against such partnerships,
among a host of concerns about

STEVE KANNON
EDITOR'S MUSINGS

China.
High among the list of concerns is avoiding use of equipment from Huawei, which has
already been banned from participating in the rollout of 5G
technologies in the U.S., Australia and other key Canadian allies.
Under Donald Trump, the U.S.
has waffled on China, though
has generally been critical of its
practices (a hawk-ish opinion
has predominated since the rise
of the “Wuhan virus”).
Dan Coats, former director
of National Intelligence, has
testified that industries from
automaking to software creation
to military research and devel-

opment have all been targeted
by Chinese efforts to pilfer trade
secrets.
“While we were sleeping in the
last decade and a half, China had
a remarkable rise … a significant
amount of that was achieved by
stealing information from our
companies,” he told Congress in
a presentation last year.
“We have alerted our allies.
They are now second-guessing
and questioning their initial response to China: ‘Oh it’s a great
market, we need to get over there
– don’t worry about anything
else except selling our product,’
” he said. “They’re now finding
that their product has been duplicated by the Chinese and sold
for half the price because they
didn’t have to spend as much
money on research and development.”
Criticisms of Chinese trade
policies – lots of cheap crap, currency manipulation and trade
barriers – is something to which
we can all relate.

L E F C O U RT L A N D | JAC K L E F C O U R T

If you gathered up all of the
Chinese-made products in your
home, dragged them out to the
backyard and had a giant bonfire, chances are your house
would seem much emptier. It’s
also a pretty good guess your
home would be safer. On the
downside, the fire would release
huge amounts of toxins into the
environment, and earn you a
not-so-friendly visit from the fire
department and other officials.
There has been plenty of talk
about offshore job losses as
many companies set up shop
in China. Add to that the environmental concerns due to that
country’s lack of controls and the
issue of buying items manufactured there becomes more than
just the price tag. The question,
then, is how much are we willing
to pay to buy from other sources?
Those of you who’ve been
around long enough will remember when the label “Made
in Japan” was both common
and the sign of some low-cost,
low-quality goods. Later, Taiwan
was a frequent source. Today, of
course, “Made in China” appears
on a wide variety of products.
With a frequency that wasn’t
seen from past imports, those
Chinese-made goods are the
subjects of health scares and
product recalls. There’s a long
list of unsafe toys (lead paint and
other toxins, swallowing hazards) and even more dangerous
foods (melamine, heavy metals,
toxins). There have been scares
involving toothpaste, pet food
and unsafe tires.
While the government is
unlikely to place a ban on Chinese-made products, or even the
most risky categories of goods,
Canadians can vote for change
with their wallets.
Stop buying Chinese products
and maybe they’ll change the
way they do things.
That’s easier said than done, of
course. We’re happy with the low
prices that come from China’s
lack of labour, environmental
and safety regulations, even if
manufacturers and retailers are
passing on the full savings they
KANNON | 10

BRAIN FOOD
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Gather around, people, for some foraging advice

his morning my
daughter sent me
a text message
showing me half a jug of
what appeared to be iced
tea. The image was accompanied by the question
“Guess what this is?”

My immediate thought
was “Oh, no.”
That, by the way, should
be the response hardwired
into any human whose family tree made it this far. For
nothing good ever comes of
a situation in which someone shows you a food or
drink and then asks you to
guess what it is.

My actual answer to her
was “I don’t know.”
“It’s sumac tea,” she replied.
“How was it?” I asked
suspiciously.
“It tastes like very weak
iced tea. But we got it to
taste lemony by adding a
few lemons to the mix.”
So, basically, she ruined
perfectly good lemonade.
That, in a nutshell, proves
my theory regarding most
foraged foods. Essentially,
they need to be smothered
in other foods you buy at
the supermarket to make
them taste almost as good

as food you can buy at the
supermarket.
I’m not suggesting these
survival foods won’t keep
you alive in the event of a
Zombie Apocalypse, I’m
just saying they are not the
kind of food you would
select off a menu in any
restaurant – or even truck
stop.
Also in a Zombie Apocalypse, why not just raid all
those empty supermarkets
for the canned and dry
goods? And, honestly, does
store-bought beef jerky
ever go bad?
If you need a more com-

STEVE GALEA
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

mon example that summarizes the futility of gathering, look no further than the
bulrush tuber. It is listed in
almost every survival book
imaginable as edible, but
that’s probably because the
authors never thought anyone would be crazy enough

to wade into a mosquito
infested wetland to pull
them out of the muck.
I know a guy who did,
however. He won’t be doing that again soon unless
other more palatable foods,
like boot-tread dirt, become
scarce. Tubers apparently
wouldn’t even taste good
wrapped in bacon.
Which leads me to my
last point regarding the fine
art of gathering food. That
being, it’s very much like
ice fishing at the beginning
of the season – in that, it
is best to let someone else
try it first. This is especial-

ly true when it comes to
mushrooms.
Don’t worry, it applies to
every other wild gathered
food too. For instance,
though I have never tried
sumac tea or bulrush tubers,
I now know because of my
daughter’s research that if,
I try the former, I will substitute a good ice tea mix
for the sumac berries. And
because of the guy I know
who pioneered the bulrush
effort, should I be desperate
enough to try their tubers,
I’ll just wait chest deep in
the swamp for a duck to
GALEA | 10
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 DYER: Putin is an autocrat with some predictable positions, but he does have a better grasp on history than some
FROM 08

sounds out of touch – but
he can also speak and write
human.
So can Boris Johnson,
part-time prime minister
of the United Kingdom. He
even wrote a whole book
about how much Winston
Churchill resembled him,
and he can talk just like
a character in a P.G. Wodehouse novel, so he’s no
slouch in the literary department either. But none
of these world leaders can
hold a candle to Vladimir
Vladimirovich Putin.
The Russian president
has just done something
none of these other men
would or even could do. He
has written a 9,000-word
essay on the risk to world
peace to mark the 75th
anniversary of the end of

the Second World War, and
published it in the leading
American foreign policy
magazine The National
Interest.
Putin called it ‘The Real
Lessons of the 75th Anniversary of World War II,’
which presumably refers
to the end of the war in
early May of 1945, but that
was obviously last month.
Instead, he scheduled
publication for this week,
because June 22 is the date
when Germany invaded
the Soviet Union in 1941.
He wanted to write this
piece so badly that he deliberately mixed up the
dates.
One of his objectives
is to rectify the ignorant
omission of any mention
of Russia’s leading role in
defeating Nazi Germany in

 KANNON: Governments unlikely to
do what's right, it's up to public to act
FROM 09

enjoy by doing business
there.
Some of us may talk
about buying Canadian
(or from the U.S., Europe
and other locales that aren’t China), but where a
product is made is usually
secondary to other consumer concerns. How they
were made – including the
materials used and whether they’re recyclable, what
kind of pollution may have
been generated – play a
more important role for
some consumers.

In the end, it boils down
to people voting with their
wallets: Walmart doesn’t
appear to be in danger of
closing any time soon.
It might take some work
and a few more dollars
to wean ourselves from
those boatloads of cheap
goods.
It’s clear the federal
government will take no
action, and multinational
corporations care not one
whit for what is right. The
onus is on each of us. In
which case, the status quo
seems likely.

 GALEA: We're doing now what our
ancestors would have preferred to do
FROM 09

come along instead.
Look, I am not saying
there will never be a time
when foraging skills come
in handy. But, if they do,
it’s probably safest to
collect wild foods you
can easily recognize from
your extensive forays in
the supermarket, just like
your father and his father
before him. Apples, pears,
raspberries, blackberries,

blueberries and strawberries immediately come to
mind. So too does rhubarb, wild asparagus and
any mushroom that didn’t
make you sick or kill you
last year.
All this is to say, I’m perfectly fine, doing my foraging at the grocery stores
– like our ancient foraging
ancestors would have done,
had they only been given
the chance.

The Canada Quiz - Answers
1. July 1st - The Canada
Day celebrations occur
all across the nation
2. Windsor - Fireworks are
a joint effort with Detroit
3. 1867 - The British North
American Act sets
guidelines for Canada
4. Manitoba - Under British
Rule since 1763.
5. Sir John A. MacDonald
- Was Prime Minister for
19 years.
6. Trafalgar Square - street
hockey and various
performances
7. The Snow Birds
8. 1982 - October 27th

9. Dominion Day Celebrations held on
Parliament Hill
10. Queen Victoria
11. 4 - Ontario, Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick
and Quebec
12. The Viscount Monck
13. Hong Kong - This
event was called
Canada D’eh
14. Windsor - Combined
effort between Windsor
and Detroit.
15. Queen Elizabeth II She celebrated on five
different occasions.
Quiz on page 15

the Anglo-American celebrations of the anniversary
last month. Russians are
sensitive on this subject,
because, as Putin points
out, one out of seven Russians was killed in the war
(27 million people) compared to one in 127 British
(less than half a million)
and one in 320 Americans
(the same).
He also spends some
time defending the Nazi-Soviet pact to conquer
and share out Poland,
the three Baltic states
and parts of Finland and
Romania, which fired the
starting gun for the Second
World War in 1939. This is
a futile, thankless task that
every Russian leader is
condemned to perform for
at least another generation.
There were extenuating

■ A Canada Day
message from MP
Tim Louis

A

s Canadians we
stand up for each
other. We are an
example to the world with
our generosity and our
sense of fairness. Canadians are communities
supporting communities,
neighbours helping neighbours, and in that spirit, we
open our hearts to others.
The people who keep
us safe, be it those in uniform serving our country,
or the brave frontline and
essential workers here at
home, are a fitting example
of how service to others is
woven into the fabric of our
nation. To them, we say
thank you.
In Kitchener-Conestoga
and across Canada, we look

circumstances, certainly.
Britain and France rejected
repeated Soviet offers of an
anti-Nazi alliance, hoping
that Hitler would attack
Russia instead, or at least
playing for time while they
raced to re-arm. There was
still no excuse for what Stalin did, nor for the fact that
he was taken by surprise
when Hitler invaded the
Soviet Union anyway less
than two years later.
So far, so predictable,
you might say, but the
concluding third of Putin’s
essay is quite different.
It is an almost desperate
plea for the preservation
of the international order
embodied in the rules of
the United Nations and
especially of the Security
Council, which has kept
the peace between the nu-

clear-armed great powers
for such an astoundingly
long time.
He writes: “The victorious powers... laid the foundation of a world that for
75 years had no global war,
despite the sharpest contradictions. ... What is veto
power in the UN Security
Council? To put it bluntly,
it is the only reasonable
alternative to a direct confrontation between major
countries.
“(The veto) is a statement
by one of the great powers
that a decision is unacceptable to it and is contrary to
its interests and its ideas
about the right approach.
And other countries, even
if they do not agree, (accept
this position), abandoning
any attempts to realize
their unilateral efforts. So,

in one way or another, it is
necessary to seek compromises.”
Putin is right: the United
Nations is not a naively
idealistic organization,
and the Security Council is
brutally realistic about how
to keep the peace between
nuclear powers. It has done
so successfully for 75 years,
but it is now threatened
by the rival, non-negotiable nationalisms of many
countries and the growing
isolationism of the United
States.
Rather like the 1930s, in
fact. Putin is not older or
naturally wiser than the
other leaders, but he is
Russian and KGB-trained,
so he remembers the history a lot better. He is actually scared, and he’s probably
right to be.

forward to July 1, the unofficial beginning of summer.
Throughout our communities, numerous events are
always well attended, due
to the hard work of countless volunteers. Crowds
filled with families enjoy
delicious food and wonderful entertainment, culminating with fireworks.
In these traditions we find
comfort and a sense of belonging.
This Canada Day brings
on new meaning and a different way of celebrating.
It offers a chance to pause
and reflect on the way we
treat each other, and the
benefits of working together as a nation, for everyone.
It is fitting to reminisce
on how our country was
founded, the freedoms we
enjoy, and how far we have
come as a society and as
a nation. It is also equally
important, and timely, to

acknowledge and address
the racism and inequalities
that still exist.
As Canadians, we need
to live up to our own ideals.
We pride ourselves on our
diversity; it is part of our
identity. Compared to other countries, we are doing
well. But doing well doesn’t
mean well enough.
Current events have
been a reminder of our
blind spots and the work
that still needs to be done.
We need to challenge ourselves; listen, engage, and
empower the voices that
let us see our flaws. This
will require humility and
an openness to take a hard
look at ourselves and our
communities. I can think
of no better time to do this
than now; and I know we
can do it.
As a community, we can
still find comfort in coming
together to observe holi-

days and special events.
It can be as effortless as
closing our eyes and thinking back to a simpler time,
when celebrating meant
spending time with family
and friends and enjoying
each other’s company.
Those times are ours to
treasure, and although it is
difficult to imagine, we will
continue to make memories. This year they will be
different.
We may not be able to
gather in groups, as we
usually do, and celebrate
in traditional ways. But
know that we are together,
in spirit and in harmony.
For it is together that we
will rise to the challenges
we face, and step up, like
we have always done. As
Canadians.

Me: Who is the first person
you are going to hug when
this is over?
Zoe: The first person I
see (in my family). Not a
stranger (she laughs).
Me: Where is the first place
you want to go?
Zoe: To school
Me: What do you think
we can do to get rid of the
coronavirus?
Zoe: Make medicine. The
doctors will make it.
Me: Is mom a good teacher?
Zoe: Yes, she helps me
with my schoolwork.
Me: How did the coronavirus start?
Zoe: From a bat. It bit into
some food.
Me: Are you enjoying lock-

down?
Zoe: No. Well, kind of. I
like nature walks and playing in my tent. I don’t like
that I can’t see my friends
or family and everything
is closed. I miss parks, the
bowling alley and rock
climbing. I love climbing.
Now I have to climb my
own trees at home and they
are too skinny.

Happy Canada Day,
Tim Louis,
MP for Kitchener-Conestoga

WHC COVID-19 COMMUNITY DIARIES
Many Voices, One
Woolwich Community

I

Wendy Martin

live in St. Jacobs with
my husband and sixyear-old daughter. We
have lived here for three
years, and love it! He grew
up here and had always
wanted to move back, so we
made the move from Waterloo three summers ago.
Currently we are both
working from home and
trying to keep our daughter, Zoe, busy and happy.
Recently a friend of mine
posted some coronavirus
questions on Facebook
that she had asked her

four-year-old daughter. I
was curious to see how my
daughter would respond. I
recorded her answers in a
journal so that we can look
back on them in the future.
Me: What is coronavirus?
Zoe: A sickness
Me: Who is the Prime Minister?
Zoe: Justin Trudeau – He
is nice.
Me: How many days have
we been in lockdown?
Zoe: 68 (She replies after
she counts the days on the
calendar.)
Me: Do you want to go back
to school?
Zoe: Yes, I want to see my
friends and my teacher.

It is interesting to hear
how children interpret
the events around them. I
encourage you to ask your
own children or grandchildren these questions and
document them. You might
be surprised or amused by
some of their responses.

Stronger-Together Photo Contest - Deadline June 27, 2020
Enter this FREE contest to win gift certificates to local businesses! ads.observerxtra.com/stronger-together
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FOOD BANK SUPPORT

Let's keep the local economic engines
firing? We want to shine a light on
new local enterprises.
Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Kitchener-Waterloo Association of Realtors is
providing support to The Food Bank of Waterloo
Region in the form of $9,550 in funding to assist with
service continuity. This funding is part of a $480,000
donation made by the Ontario Real Estate Association
that will be distributed by the Ontario Realtors Care
Foundation to shelters, food banks and shelter-based
charities.

HOUSING SLOWS
A new report from the Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation (CMHC) forecasts housing starts, sales
and prices for Canada's major housing markets are
likely to remain below their pre-COVID-19 levels over
the forecast period. Sales and construction have
dropped and will continue to drop across Canada's
major markets. Resale activity and average house
prices will fall across all markets but the rate and
magnitude of declines of both will vary.

The next generation of grocers
IN TRANSITION

Owner of the Foodland store in Elmira, Doug Pagett plans to hand of the reins to his son in advance of retirement
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Like father, like son. After
a long career in the grocery
business, Doug Pagett is
turning over control of the
Elmira Foodland store to
his son Tyson.
Pagett is easing into retirement at this point, now
serving part-time at the
store as an assistant while
Tyson gets comfortable
with running the operation
in advance of a handoff
next year.
At 62, the Elmira resident says he’s ready to enjoy some downtime.
His path in the food
business began in 1973
when he began working at
a Dutch Boy grocery store
in his home town of Kitchener. He moved on to the
produce side, and worked
in the industry for a few
years until he was offered
a produce manager’s position, eventually working
in that capacity in a few
stores in the Kitchener
area. Afterwards, he hit the
road with Knechtel Foods,
which was part of the Oshawa Group until it was
purchased by Sobeys in
1998. Following that transition, Pagett stayed on the
road as a produce specialist
for the Foodland chain.
Asked by a friend to look
into the perspective pur-

Doug Pagett is easing himself out of the Elmira Foodland operation, handing the store over to his son Tyson.

chase of the Foodland store
in New Hamburg, Pagett
himself ended up buying
the operation. He was there
for two years until Foodland asked him to take up
the Elmira franchise, at the
time located at the former
Freiburger’s grocery store
site at the corner of Arthur
and Church streets. The
store eventually moved to

its current site at the south
end of town. It’s future
is now being put into the
hands of his 30-year-old
son.
Foodland was at first
hesitant about having
someone so young at the
helm of the Elmira franchise, but Pagett was able
to assure them Tyson was
ready to make the transi-

[DAMON MACLEAN]

tion.
“My yearly company trip
this year down in Mexico,
the VP was there and I
asked for a meeting down
there to discuss Tyson taking over the store. We started the meeting down there,
we pled our case as to why
we think he should take
the store over, because he
knows everybody, knows

management, knows the
town,” said Pagett.
The conversation continued after he returned
home, and they eventually
agreed Pagett would spend
this year assisting Tyson
in the transition, with the
company keeping an eye
on developments.
That plan saw something
of a curveball come its way,

however, in the form of
the COVID-19 crisis, which
required Pagett to spend
more time than anticipated
in the store.
“It’s been tough lately,
but we want to get down
to part-time, and then he’s
running the store. The staff
all know they go through
him – we’re here for support and to help him with
any issues that he has going forward. He’s got good
support. Our district manager really likes Tyson, and
he’s a big supporter.”
Pagett said the community has been supportive
through his entire time in
Elmira, which he says has
been a great experience.
“There’s a lot of neat
things with the Mennonite
trade that we have, and
there’s something of everything right here in Elmira
– and if it isn’t here, it’s 10
minutes down the road in
the city. We really enjoy it
here,” said Pagett, who’s
always been happy to give
back to the community,
including donating food to
fundraising events.
Filling his father’s shoes
may be difficult, but Tyson says he’s excited to try
some new things in the
location to modernize it.
He sends his dad off with
one message: “Enjoy your
retirement. Relax, you deserve it.”

More homegrown fruit and veggies could help with food security
We can do a lot to influence our own health status,
like pursuing a diet that
includes more fruit and
vegetables.
We’re continually told
by dieticians and federal
health officials that our
consumption levels are
woefully lacking. They’re
not trying to turn us into
vegetarians; rather, they’re
trying to get us to take advantage of the many attributes fruit and vegetables
offer, including fibre and a
multitude of vitamins.
And while no one likes
being told what to do, more
than ever, it’s important
to stay healthy. Recovery
from almost any disease is

easier when you’re healthy.
With a global pandemic
upon us, that’s a huge consideration – as is access to
the fruit and vegetables we
need.
We count on imports in a
big way. They’re a $7.3-billion industry and they help
fill gaps in the winter that
our domestic greenhouse
industry is working hard to
address.
But how about produce
we import the rest of the
year, though?
Food insecurity that
marked the early stages of
the pandemic made many
people wonder if we should
count less on anything
we have to import. When

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

it comes to basics like
food, an exporting nation
is bound to look after its
own citizens first. Maybe
the pandemic has finally
taught us this lesson.
All this makes a new
report from the Greenbelt Foundation very
timely. The report, called
“Plant the Seeds: Opportunities to Grow Southern

Ontario’s Fruit and Vegetable Sector,” talks about
a $2.2-billion expansion
of fruits and vegetables
grown in Ontario.
Not surprisingly, much
of that growth would happen in the Greenbelt, the
huge swath of productive
land in the south and
southwest that is supposed
to be protected from irreversible development, the
kind created by housing
and industry.
The report focuses on
opportunities in the fresh
market, in particular. According to its research,
more local production of
fresh grapes, pears, strawberries, garlic, eggplant

and sweet potatoes would
be met favourably by consumers.
For example, it says
Ontario field-grown strawberry production could
expand to meet nearly 40
per cent of the market demand. Another 3,700 acres
of grapevines could be
planted, representing more
than $26 million more
in revenues to growers.
Another 300 or so acres
of sweet potatoes would
satisfy nearly 80 per cent
of Ontario’s demand. Pears
and eggplant could expand
by 25 per cent. And 1,000
more acres of garlic would
mean $10-$15 million more
to growers.

Such production would
help Ontario with its economic recovery. Rural
Ontario would be the main
recipient of more production, but it would involve a
chain of activity involving
growers, marketers, retailers, industry organization,
research and development
institutions such as the
University of Guelph, and
governments.
But while this all sounds
ideal, here are a few realities to consider.
First, productive land is
expensive in the Greenbelt
and elsewhere, and growers will need it to expand.
Second, many fruits and
ROBERTS | 12
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A little more help keeping your cool
Right now, it’s all about air conditioning for newly launched Total Aire Care, a new HVAC company based in Breslau
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

The weather right now
puts an emphasis on the
AC in the HVAC business,
as James Chandler and
partner Gurveer Sangha
are well aware. The two
launched Total Aire Care
Inc. in Breslau earlier this
year, and are currently
busy making sure customers’ homes maintain that
oh-so-sweet level of air
conditioning this summer.
A veteran of the heating,
ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) industry,
Chandler said the company’s goal is to keep the
temperature just right all
year round.
Opening for business in
March just before the pandemic lockdown hit may
have created some extra

hurdles, but for Chandler
and Sangha, starting Total
Aire Care Inc. was never
going to come without
some level of anxiety.
That said, heating and air
conditioning are essential
services required no matter
what measures were implemented by the province,
especially in an area with
few direct services.
“[We've had] great support from the community,
not just in Breslau, but in
all of Kitchener-Waterloo,”
said Chandler of response
to the venture. “Part of
the main reason why we
decided to open this business is to make sure that
the customers know all
their options… Opening up
in Breslau, it’s just a good
base for us. We didn’t find
that there was another
HVAC company in that

Gurveer Sangha and James Chandler
are the faces behind Total Aire Care
[DAMON MACLEAN]
Inc.

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across
Canada. Because it’s something
we can do today to help others
wake up healthier tomorrow.

The Next Linwood Clinic:
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, July 3rd, 2020
4 – 8 pm

The Linwood
Blood Donor Clinic
Announcements are
brought to you by:

area, so we wanted to make
sure that we could be there
for the community if they
needed the service.”
Starting out in the industry working a part-time job
when he was just 16 years of
age, Chandler says he has
now been working full-time
in the HVAC business for
more than 15 years. Working at different companies
for the last few years, the

man who is now his business partner came to him
with a business proposal
and they decided it was the
“perfect time to see what
they can do,” and opted to
start their own company.
Currently the two business partners focus on
residential dwellings for all
their HVAC needs, offering
everything from full diagnostics right down to emer-

gency services for homes
that may suffer from a
breakdown in the middle
of a spate of bad weather.
He says this is something
that is always going to be
essential to maintain a
comfortable home and ensure the health of everyone
who lives there.
“So when it comes to being busy, our summers are
getting hotter and longer
and then you have the flipside of it in the wintertime
where it’s cold and heat is an
essential. Air conditioning is
becoming more of an essential every year, as well.”
What sets Total Aire
Care apart from other
companies offering similar
services is their commitment to honesty, ensuring
customers know every
option available to them
and giving a one-on-one
experience that makes
them customers for life,
said Chandler, who advises
homeowners to do yearly
checks of their furnace and
air conditioning systems.
He notes there are
many people who go 10 or
15 years without getting
their equipment checked,
though they wouldn’t do
that with their cars – you
take it to get brakes and oil
checked, so when it comes
to the two most important
appliances in your house,
why wouldn’t you treat
them with the same level of
care? he asked.

A CHANGE OF PLAN

Proud to support the community
effort to donate blood.
1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Steed and
Evans Ltd.
Linwood | Heidelberg | Wroxeter

Engineers and Contractors

519-698-2082 | 1-800-265-8735 | www.jfm.ca

3000 Ament Line, Heidelberg • 519-699-4646

Woolwich Township has removed the side-lane bollards from Oriole Parkway in Elmira pending a new bylaw to prohibit
parking before replacing the markers.
[DAMON MACLEAN]

 ROBERTS: What's the cost of bare supermarket shelves?
FROM 11

Stratford

500 Wright Blvd
519-271-2111 or
1-877-699-0601

Listowel

515 Maitland Ave. S
519-291-3276

Visit southwestvets.ca

ESA Licence #7000438
519.698.2472

www.erbelectric.ca

vegetables are perishable,
some much more than others. Can growers count on
storage and transportation
that will make sure consumers have access to it in
a timely way?
Interestingly, the report
talks about vertical farm-

ing possibilities. That’s certainly a non-traditional approach, one that I thought
was a pipedream until I
saw such an operation in
Guelph a few months ago
and it blew me away. It was
totally self-contained, productive and apparently on
its way to profitability – all

without using more farmland.
Once again, it will come
down to cost. To what extent are we willing to pay
for homegrown food and
for food security?
When the shelves are
bare, that’s an easy question to answer.
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EDEN MILLS ONLINE
More than 60 writers will participate in the 2020 Eden
Mills Writers’ Festival, recently reimagined as the “In
Your Own Backyard” online event series due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Having kicked off the series in
May, the EMWF has events ongoing until October. Programming highlights include book clubs, panel discussions, author showcases, presentations for children
and the like. Events are free and accessible via Zoom.

Your local hub for our creative
communities. Let us know when
inspiration strikes.
Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

NEW HOME FOR ECT
Having been offered new space in Fergus, the Elora
Community Theatre group is moving its staging, props
and wardrobe back into Centre Wellington, closer to
its stage home at the Fergus Grand Theatre. ECT now
has 2,000 square feet of storage space located at the
Skyline Community Hub.

www.emwf.ca.

Going on a virtual tour with Micah Barnes
Jazz singer has had a great response to his online shows, which he attributes to our need for music and connections
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

The many barriers of
COVID-19 were not enough
to stop Micah Barnes from
bringing his brand of contemporary jazz to Waterloo.
In a world where 95 per
cent of music venues are
expected never to reopen,
Barnes has worked with
sites coast to coast to bring
life and sounds to cities
through the internet.
Scheduled to perform
a set at Waterloo’s Jazz
Room last Sunday, Barnes
instead live-streamed from
his home studio as part of
a 14-day Canadian ‘tour,’
an experience Barnes describes as “a really huge
adjustment.”
“For the audience, we’re
streaming from the Facebook pages of each venue,
which means I’m really
in Halifax. I’m actually in
Waterloo, for the audience
that’s watching. And that’s
cool. We’ve been able to
go from St. John’s, Newfoundland all the way to
Victoria, B.C, and I’m really
proud of my team and I for
being able to put together
this kind of tour and sort
of if you will lead the way
for a brand new approach
to bringing music to the
public.”

Micah Barnes has been making use of live-streaming to connect with his audiences.

The set-list changes
nightly for those viewers
that wish to watch the free
stream from city to city
as if they were following
Barnes on the road.
The tour supports Toronto-based Barnes’s latest
full-length release, Vegas
Breeze. “It’s inspired by
the big showrooms. So, the
classic Vegas era – the ’50s

and ’60s when Hollywood
and Broadway were giving
us the popular songs of the
day, and the entertainers
that worked in the big
casinos had giant personalities.”
Similar to those largerthan-life personalities,
Barnes too brings his own
unique flair and ‘swagger’
to his music and perfor-

[SUBMITTED]

mances. Blending his genuine character with this
classic Vegas style. “It’s not
an era where a quiet, intimate vocal performance
was what you’re going
after – you’re going after
grabbing people by the
shirtsleeves and waking
them up.”
Of the new album, the
title track is Barnes’ favou-

rite. Written alongside his
brother Daniel Barnes, they
created the melody years
ago but had difficulty putting words to it – “the lyrics
just weren’t landing.”
As he was creating the
new album, that melody
came to mind, and Barnes
thought it would be ideal
for this new piece of work.
“I kept thinking about
what Vegas represents in
the popular imagination.
Everything from the Elvis
motel and the quickie marriage, and then the dive-bar
off the strip where the locals go to drink. You know,
I just wanted to capture all
of that.”, said Barnes.
Like many artists, he
was born into a family of
classical musicians and
composers.
“My baby crib was under
a grand piano,” he said.
“Before I knew it, music
was in my blood.”
With a career path laid
out in front of him, jazz
becomes Barnes’ ‘first love’
around the age of 12. Some
of his earliest influences
included Billie Holiday and
other jazz greats.
“I think with jazz, it’s the
unpredictability, the inspiration in the moment is so
much a part of the music,”
he explains of what attracted him to the genre.

He began performing in
coffee houses at the age
of 14 and has not stopped
since.
With the success of Vegas Breeze reaching number one and the popularity
of the Facebook streams
soaring above 100,000
views collectively, Barnes
and his team are hoping to
bring the digital tour overseas to Europe and into the
United States.
Barnes attributes the success of the digital tour on
our need for music and interaction, especially during
the current situation.
“We’re all struggling
right now to figure out the
new normal. And I think
why this cross-country
tour has been successful so
far is because I sat with my
team and said ‘what is it
that we do? We give music
to people. That’s what we
do. So, rather than let this
current situation we find
ourselves in define the limitations, let us go about the
business of giving music,
let’s let the situation support that action.’ And that’s
how the virtual tour got up
on its feet so quickly – I’m
supposed to make music,”
he said.
For information about
Barnes’ tour dates, visit
www.micahbarnes.com.

 SAILING: Back on the water, club is turning its attention to younger students interested in getting started
FROM 06

will be able to take part in
games, on land activities
and in water drills that
are part of the CANSail
curriculum. Kids will get
to participate in themed
activities, including a pirate day, Hawaiian day, and
exploring all the life at sea

has to offer.
Starting June 29, the
club will run four sessions
of the program over a sixweek period, with classes
running Monday to Friday
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
first two sessions – June
29 to July 10 and July 13 to
July 24 – will be two-week

programs. The last two
sessions will be a more
condensed version of the
program running one week
each from July 27 to 31 and
August 3 to August 7.
Because of COVID-19,
some changes had to be
implemented to maintain
the safety and wellbeing of

all kids and staff involved.
Alexander says groups will
be limited to 10 – including
instructors – keeping classes small but adhering to
provincial guidelines.
“We had been working
on preparing for this, planning for it, doing a lot of
instructional design, be-

fore COVID-19 hit. We felt
that, given the fact that we
are now able to operate as
a day camp, we will follow
the provincial guidelines
that we’ve been working
with Ontario sailing, that
are very strict. Yet we can
still run a camp for families
in a safe way where their

kids can explore sailing,”
he explained.
Kids who take part must
be able to swim 50 metres
wearing a personal flotation
device, tread water and provide their own lifejacket.
More information on the
program can be found online at kwsailing.org.

Congratulations to Conestogo Public School Class of 2020
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We’re Making a
Difference to Keep
Each Other Safe
from COVID-19
As businesses begin to reopen, we all need
to continue our efforts to protect each other.

2m

Practice physical
distancing.
Stay two metres
away from others

Wear a face
covering when
physical distancing
is a challenge

Wash hands
thoroughly and
often

Inside or out, stay safe. Save lives.
Learn more at ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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Have a

Happy Canada Day from

Canada Day!
www.groprolawncare.com | TEL: 519-669-1278
HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

OPEN 8am to 9pm
7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE
AVAILABLE Call for Details

www.elmirainsurance.ca

Locally Owned & Operated by
Doug & Mary Lou Pagett

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5403

The
Canada
Quiz
1. What day is Canada day
celebrated on?

a. July 14
b. July 4
c. July 1
d. July 23

112 Oriole Pkwy., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.8234

2. Fireworks are a large part of the
Canada celebrations. Where is the
largest fireworks display in Canada
normally held?

a. Ottawa
b. Windsor
c. Toronto
d. Vancouver
3. The British North American Act is
often referred to as the BNA. This act
sets the general guidelines for the
Canadian Government.When was the
British North American Act passed?

a. 1867
b. 1667
c. 1776
d. 1846

www.easeintowellness.co | TEL: 226.808.9283

4. Which of these was not a province
at the time when the British North
American Act was passed?

a. Manitoba
b. Nova Scotia
c. Ontario
d. New Brunswick

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5484

6. Since 2006, there have been celebrations in London. Where do these
events take place?

a. Buckingham Palace
b. Trafalgar Square
c. Hyde Park
d. Wimbledon Common

5. Who was the first Prime Minister
of Canada?

a. Sir John A. MacDonald
b. William Lyon Mackenzie
King
c. Sir John Abbott
d. Sir Mackenzie Bowell

7. Canada Day is often marked by the
traditional fly-by. What is the name
of the group, which performs these
aerial stunts every year?

a. The Canadian Geese
b. The Snow Birds
c. Golden Falcons
d. Golden Devils

HAPPY
CANADA
Wendy Taylor
wendy@wendytaylor1.com
DAY!

Independently Owned and Operated
Independent

HAPPY CANADA DAY!
284 Union St., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5040

Happy Canada Day
Hwy 7, Breslau

Have a Safe and Happy Canada Day
3044 Sawmill Rd., •St. Jacobs
• | TEL: 519.664.3711

BROKER

www.peakrealestate.com | 519-747-0231 24hrs

PETER BENNINGER
REALTY, BROKERAGE
Independently Owned & Operated
519-742-5800 • 508 Riverbend Dr., Kitchener

3040 Sawmill Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.3796

Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties
Turkeys
Ready-to-lay-pullets

18 Arthur St. N., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.2561

56 Howard Ave., Unit• 1, Elmira
• | TEL: 519.669.0264

dreisingerfuneralhome.com | 519.669.2207

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS
INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr.,
• Elmira | TEL: 519.669.1591

leis@bellnet.ca | www.murrayleisconstuction.com
Fergus•Orangeville•Kitchener•Guelph | 1-866-822-9992

DUB-L-E
Serving you for over 100 Years

• GAS • DIESEL
• PROPANE
• TOUCH-FREE
CAR WASH

(Hwy 86 & Rd. 21)

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

gdraper@coldwellbankerpbr.com | 519.500.6004

390 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.2015

Wellesley, Ontario | TEL: 519-656-3083

Various
sizes &
rates

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
100 South Field Dr., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.4964
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HAPPY
CANADA
DAY!

Providing Emergency and Preventative
Health Care for your Horses,
Pets and Farm Livestock

in-season.ca
374 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.3390

8. Canada Day was not the
original name of this holiday.
When was the name changed to
Canada Day?

a. 1982
b. 1967
c. 1911
d. 1937
9. What was the original name
of Canada Day?

a. Independence Day
b. Dominion Day
c. Freedom Day
d. Sovereignty Day

3435 Broadway St., Hawkesville | TEL: 519.699.4641

10. The British North American Act
was passed in 1867. Who was the
Queen at this time?

a. Henry the Eighth
b. Edward the Second
c. Queen Victoria
d. Queen Elizabeth the First
11. With the signing of the British
North American Act, Canada became a separate country. How many
provinces were there at this time?

a. 7
b. 6
c. 4
d. 12

3585 Lobsinger Line, St. Clements | TEL: 519.218.2188

12. Who was the Governor General
when the British North American
Act was signed?

a. The Earl of Elgin
and Kincardine
b. The Viscount Monck
c. The Earl of Dufferin
d. The Marquees of Lansdowne
13. In 2008, 12,000 people attended the Canada Day celebrations in
which city/state?

a. Hong Kong
b. Sydney
c. New Delhi
d. Tokyo

READ’S
DECORATING
SINCE 1961

Wishing you a safe
& Happy Canada Day!
150 Church St. W., Elmira | 519.669.5672

14. In which Canadian city would
you celebrate the International
Freedom Festival?

a. Montreal
b. Winnipeg
c. Windsor
d. Quebec City

15. Which royal attended Canada’s
100th birthday?

a. Queen Elizabeth II
b. Queen Victoria
c. King George II
d. King Edward IV
Find the answers to The
Canada Quiz on page 10

Specializing in
Paint & Wall
coverings

West
Montrose

Family Camp
Swimming Pools • Canoeing on the Grand • Fishing
Children's Play Area • Walk to Covered Bridge
Driving distance to MANY more activities & amenities

www.WESTMONTROSECAMP.com
39 Arthur St. S., Elmira
| TEL: 519.669.8991
•

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
| TEL: 519.669.2884
•

519.669.5790 | observerxtra.com

ELMIRA
TRUCK
SERVICE
Proud to be part of Woolwich Community
JOIN OUR TEAM – email your resume to:

TBA.ElmiraApplications@toyota-boshoku.com

6344 Line 86, RR#1 West Montrose | 519-669-2129

HAPPY CANADA DAY!

Complete repairs to
all cars and light trucks
100 Bonnie Cr.,
• Elmira | TEL: 519.669.1949

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519-669-3658

75 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5655

48 Arthur St. S, Elmira | TEL: 519.669.1611

COMMERCIAL 24
CARDLOCK
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

• TRUCK & TRAILER MAINTENANCE
• FUEL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
• QUALITY PETROLEUM PRODUCTS
• TRUCK EXHAUST FABRICATION
• HYDRAULIC HOSE SERVICE

25-A Earl Martin Dr., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5377

One Kilometre south of Winterbourne
on Waterloo Regional Rd. 23

www.amiattachments.com

Regional Rd. 23 • 519-664-3701

THOMPSON’S

Auto Tech Inc.

Mon. - Fri. 8am - 6pm
Sat. 8am - 6pm ; Sun. 12-5pm

Providing the latest technology
to repair your vehicle with
accuracy and confidence.

30 Oriole Pkwy. E.,•Elmira | TEL: 519.669.4400

49 Industrial Dr., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.1631

22 Church St. W., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5537

Stay Safe
108 Bonnie Cres. Unit B, Elmira | TEL: 519.669.2145
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Rent soft water
starting at

$9.95

Happy

Canada
Day
Have a happy and
safe celebration.

mth

*for first three months

.com
519.744.2248

Contact Constituency Office:
519-669-2090
mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener

Happy &ʋQDGɈ Day

“

This Canada Day brings on new
PHDQLQJDQGDGL૽HUHQWZD\RI
FHOHEUDWLQJ,WR૽HUVDFKDQFHWRSDXVH
DQGUHÁHFWRQWKHZD\ZHWUHDWHDFK
RWKHUDQGWKHEHQHÀWVRIZRUNLQJ
WRJHWKHUDVDQDWLRQIRUHYHU\RQH

”

TIM LOUIS
MP, Kitchener-Conestoga

(519) 578-3777
Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca
@TimLouisKitCon
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family
Album Announcements - Please call
for a quote.

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Placing Classified Advertising

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words
(extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online:

Office:
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

ads.observerxtra.com/classified-residential

Classified advertising will be accepted in
person, email, phone or fax during regular
office hours. All classified advertising are
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory,
Real Estate and Family Album advertising.

20B Arthur St. N., Elmira
519-669-5790 Ext. 104
519-669-5753
ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am
HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words
(extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online:

ads.observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

Observer advertising rates, policies and
specifications are available at:
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

HELP WANTED

PRODUCE

Senior Support Worker
(Full-time - Contract)

Community Care Concepts is a non-profit
volunteer-based organization that
provides high quality support services
throughout the Townships of Woolwich,
Wellesley and Wilmot that enable seniors
and adults with disabilities to remain as
independent as possible in their own
homes.

FULL-TIME POSITION FOR METAL TRIM PRODUCTION

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a

Full Time Truck Driver

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits
and Monday to Friday schedule.

We are searching for an exceptional
individual to work in the community as
a Senior Support Worker (full-time
contract position)
The Senior Support Worker works
collaboratively with clients, caregivers,
community partners and the staff team
to provide supports and services for
older adults living in the community
who are at risk, isolated and have issues
that affect their well-being. S/he is
responsible for providing individualized
practical assistance to meet identified
needs, system navigation and support.
S/he will connect the individual to
appropriate ongoing supports in the
community and provide follow up to
ensure services are appropriate and
maintained. The ideal candidate will
possess PSW or comparable certification
along with 3-5 years of experience
working with older persons with
complex, age-related diseases and/or
mental health issues.
The position requires a well-developed
knowledge base of local communities,
community resources and service
systems. Computer proficiency as well as
strong oral and written communication
skills, an ability to work independently,
strong problem-solving skills and a
knowledge of the needs of the client base
are essential for the position. A valid
driver’s license and access to a reliable
vehicle are also required.
Qualified candidates, are invited to
submit a resume and cover letter no later
than 4 pm on Friday July 3, 2020 to:
Karla Rabidoux
Manager, Community Programs
Community Care Concepts
929 Arthur Street South
Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z2
karlar@communitycareconcepts.ca

Email your resume to:

• Production of light-gauge metal flashings and other building
materials on late-model CNC machinery.
Qualifications:
• Attention to detail
• Precise workmanship
• A team player
• Experience in metal fabricating or in
frame-building construction would be an asset, willing to train
Apply in person to: 7806 Sixth Line, Drayton
or contact us at: 519-638-2746 ext 1, or
sales@macoenterprises.ca.

info@nieuwlandfeeds.com

IN PRINT.
IN DEPTH.
ONLINE.

or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

OBSERVERXTRA.COM
HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

LADIES UPRIGHT JEWELLERY BOX. 12 DRAWers, light finish, good condition. $75 o.b.o. Phone
519-664-2176.

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland,
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and
more efficient.
We are looking for a Woodworking Craftsman
to join our team. In this position you would be working in the
custom assembly part of the shop, reporting to our kitchen
production manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required
• 5 years previous wood working, trim carpenter and install
experience will be an asset
This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.
If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to
laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 4
Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Calling All 2020

Graduates
Email photos & Caption information to:

ads@woolwichobserver.com

Last Name,
First Name
School

$4hs0
t
+

LAWN
FERTILIZER
AND LAWN SEED Call George Haffner
Trucking, 519-574-4141
or 519-669-2045.
FOR SALE

QUONSET SHED FOR
SALE.12X24 GALVAnized steel w/rolling
garage door. $2950.
o.b.o. Call Jim 519573-7049 Photos email:
jim@elmirapump.com

FARMERS
WANTED
WHO CAN HELP US
supply fresh produce for
our local market. Fall Harvest Farm 226-791-7601.
HAY & STRAW

LIVESTOCK BEDDING
- GREEN SAWDUST. 40
yard load, delivered. Call
519-580-0771.
FARM
EQUIPMENT

FARM SERVICES

OAT & PEAS FOR FORAGE COVER CROPS
- Call George Haffner
Trucking, 519-574-4141
or 519-669-2045.
WANTED

INSIDE
STORAGE
WANTED \CS0 FOR 42'
motor home. Call Russ
519-741-7900.
RENTALS

3 HAGEDORN BALE
THROWER WAGONS. 8'
x 20' on Horst tandem
running
gear.
Call
519-496-2830
or
226-868-3078.

TWO BEDROOM, TWO
BATHROOM, INLAW
suite on a farm. Available September 8.
$1,200 + utilities. Also
heated shop space
available 36' x 30'.
FARM SERVICES Minutes to Elmira or
Waterloo. Please call
BAGGED PINE SHAV- 519-577-1803.
INGS AGRICULTURAL
Spray Lime, 22.5kg.
TRADES &
bag; feed grade lime,
SERVICES
25kg. Delivered. Call
George Haffner Trucking, RON'S DRYWALL AND
519-574-4141
or RENOVATIONS. OVER
519-669-2045.
35 years experience.
Please call 519-496-7539
CUSTOM
BALING or email ron.spncr@
LARGE SQUARE OR gmail.com
round.
Call
Jeff
COMING
519-580-0674.
EVENTS
KILN DRIED CORN &
CORN
SCREENING
Delivered by Einwechter.
Minimum 15 ton lots. Call
George Haffner Trucking
519-574-4141 or 519669-2045.

OPENING SOON - FALL
HARVEST FARM SEAsonal market, located at
corner of Moser Young
and Gerber Rd., Wellesley. Call 226-791-7601
for details.

AUCTION

FARM FOR SALE BY TENDER
Cash Crop Farm for sale located in the Guelph/Eramosa
Township with total of 113.5 Acres Prime Agricultural Land, 83
Acres Workable, Randomly Tiled.
This property is located outside of Guelph west end; 6937
Speedvale Avenue West. It is divided by the railroad; approx.
1,400 � frontage. Included a two story farm house and 30’ x 45’
Quonset shed.
Farm sells as one parcel.
This is an unspoiled farm with lots of poten�al and possibili�es.
TENDER CLOSING DATE: TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 2020 @ 5:00PM
For more informa�on contact Kurtz Auc�ons Inc. 519-836-0342
or kurtzauc�onsinc@gmail.com

• Full colour photo
• Publishing July 2, 2020
• Deadline: June 29, 2020
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“PROUDLY REMEMBERING OUR PAST; CONFIDENTLY EMBRACING OUR FUTURE.”

Community
Information Page
COVID-19

Woolwich Township Update
As the 2019 Novel Coronavirus or COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve around the
world and in our community, the health and wellbeing of Woolwich residents remain our
top priority. The Township continues to work closely with area municipalities, Region of
Waterloo’s Public Health, and provincial and national partners to monitor and respond to
new developments.
For information on symptoms, treatment and preventative measures, you may contact:
• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400
• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000
• Public Health Agency of Canada: 1-833-784-4397

Township Facilities
Township Office
The Township Office opened to the public as of June 15th for select services. Residents
are encouraged to continue to use online or phone where possible or to book appointments
with staff in advance of attending the Administrative Building in person.

Recreation Facilities and Services
Closed until June 30: All municipal recreational facilities including park washrooms,
playgrounds, outdoor fitness equipment and splash pads remain closed.
The Township of Woolwich is excited to present an online experience filled with wonderful
entertainment and family-friendly activities to celebrate Canada Day! A schedule of
activities will be posted on: Woolwich.ca/StayActive

Splash Pad
The Elmira Splash Pad will reopen on Monday, July 6, 11 am – 7 pm daily (weather
permitting). The splash pad will be fenced and supervised by staff as required by applicable
Public Health guidelines and Provincial Orders. Only (40) people will be allowed within the
fenced area at any one time. Residents will be able to access and enjoy the Splash Pad
for a period of 45 minutes, by donation. Children 10 and under must be accompanied by
an adult.
There will be a “first come first serve” rule to allow residents equal time at the splash pad.
Users must maintain physical distancing requirements. The outdoor washroom adjacent
the splash pad will be also be opened on July 6th with enhanced cleaning.

Daycamp
The Township of Woolwich is also pleased to announce that day camps will be offered
in Elmira and Breslau starting July 6, 2020 as permitted by Provincial Orders. Camp
staff and protocols will adhere to Public Health guidelines. For more information see our
Summer Camps page at: https://www.woolwich.ca/en/living-here/SummerCamps.aspx

Parks, Trail and Outdoor Amenities
Sports fields are now open provided Provincial restrictions on physical distancing and
gathering limits of 10 are adhered to. Organized games are not permitted.

Trails Closures
•
•

The Mill Race Trail and the parking lot at 32 Front St., St. Jacobs remain closed.
The West Montrose Covered Bridge is closed to visitors outside the community. Local
residents can continue to walk in their neighbourhood while physical distancing.

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage
Please join us on our webpage: Woolwich.ca/StayActive for activities brought to you by
our wonderful recreation and facilities staff, instructors and partners.

P.O. Box 158

24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

Phone:

519-669-1647
or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all open air burning within the Township. Whether you are
having a small backyard fire or clearing your property of brush, a permit is required. You
can apply for a permit at Woolwich.ca or by calling 519-669-6022 during COVID-19.

Council Meetings
Council Chambers remains closed to the public. Remote Council meetings continue to
follow their regular schedule with members participating electronically. Agendas are
posted online Friday afternoon before the meeting and any additional items are posted
by noon on the day of the meeting. You can still participate in meetings while Council
Chambers are closed to the public:
• Submit a comment in writing
• Make a delegation or attend a public meeting by video or toll-free phone
• Watch or listen to the meeting on Facebook or by toll-free phone
• Read meeting minutes
For help participating in a remote Council meeting, contact the Deputy Clerk at 519669-6010.
*Please note as the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, the status of facilities
and services may change. For the most current information, please see the Woolwich
Township website at Woolwich.ca or call us at 519-669-1647.

Notice of Watermain Flushing/
Hydrant Maintenance Operation
The Township of Woolwich will be engaging in a watermain flushing/hydrant maintenance
program as follows:
Starting June 4, 2020 for Approximately a Month
Elmira 7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
*These dates are subject to change and will be communicated on the Township website*
Watermain flushing is performed at this time of low water usage to minimize its impact
on water service. Please refrain from using excessive amounts of water during this time
period (i.e. doing laundry, using the dishwasher, etc.)
The flushing process may cause discoloured water and a reduction in pressure. It should
be noted that both of these conditions are temporary and not harmful. If discolouration
occurs, open a cold, hard water tap in the basement until it runs clear before resuming
regular consumption. In some situations this may take 5 to 10 minutes. If, however,
either of these conditions persist, please contact Alex Smyth at 519-669-6041 or 1-877969-0094 ext. 6041.
The Township of Woolwich appreciates your patience as we continually work to maintain
the quality of drinking water throughout the Township.

Local Business Resources
Local business are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in Woolwich
Township. See who’s hiring on-line today!
In response to COVID-19, the Township’s economic development focus has shifted to:
helping local businesses access Federal and Provincial financial aids;
promoting local businesses that are still available or offer online service; and
monitoring the economic impact to support Council decisions.
For more information or for assistance accessing resources, contact the Township at
519-669-1647 and ask to speak with the Economic Development & Tourism Officer or
contact EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

THE PARTY MIGHT BE CANCELLED BUT THE NOTICE DOESN'T NEED TO BE.
CELEBRATE YOUR MILESTONES WITH AN AD IN THE OBSERVER!
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

THOMPSON’S

Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology
to repair your vehicle with
accuracy and confidence.

GENERAL SERVICES

CALL
TO BOOK!
TODAY.

TIRE

WHERE TIRES

Save you

SPECIALTY,
NOT A SIDE LINE.

5196695557
Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com
Elmira, ON

519-669-3232

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427

FREE

INSTALLATION
When you buy
3 or more

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

GENERAL SERVICES

Since 1998

Murray & Daniel Shantz

by Elite or Mera

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

Blinds

In home consultations
Wide selection of styles & fabrics

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION
“Specializing in small group charters”

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

The Right Window
Treatment Can

ARE A

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial
On-The-Farm Service

519-669-4400

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

IN-STORE SERVICES

MarCrest
Backhoe
• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Randy Weber

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Maynard Martin

www.rwelectricltd.com

2512 Kressler Road RR1
St. Clements, ON N0B 2M0

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

Tel. 519-699-0507

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair
22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537

STORE HOURS:
M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

“25 years in Business”

ST. JACOBS

GLASS SYSTEMS INC.
1553 King St. N.,
St. Jacobs, ON N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts
• Thermopanes
• Mirrors
• Screen Repair
• Replacement Windows
• Shower Enclosures
• Sash Repair
TEL:

519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772
• Commercial & Industrial
General Contracting
• Specializing in Concrete
Work & Excavation
• Retaining Walls

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

•
•
•
•

Stamped Coloured Concrete
Demolition
Bin Service
Machine Bases

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped
and Coloured Concrete
www.marwilconcrete.ca

519-577-0370

Concrete Breaking & Removal

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AMOS
INC

R O O F I N G

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL
FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

• Specializing in residential re-roofs
• Repairs • Churches

DESIGN CENTRE

KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you
work within your personal taste and budget

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

A Family owned and operated business serving KW,
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

Popular Brands Available

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114

Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

We support our
Community.

Visit our website

www.biobobs.com
or call today!
519-648-3004

or

800-232-6396

Call us at:
or visit us at:

John Schaefer
Painting
FREE
ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior
Painting,
Wallpapering &
Plaster | drywall
Repairs

519-503-6033 (CELL)
519-669-2251

36 Hampton St., Elmira

GENERAL SERVICES

THIS
SPACE
IS FOR
RENT

Various
sizes & rates

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

519-669-4964

100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

YOUR BUSINESS
HERE EVERY WEEK
DELIVERED TO HOMES
IN WOOLWICH,
WELLESLEY &
WATERLOO.
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R E A L E STAT E S E RV I C E S

Bert
Martin
Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd.,
BROKER

Independently Owned and Operated

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Sue From

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

Alli Bauman

226-750-9332 519-577-6248
suefrom17@gmail.com

BROKERAGE

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

$639,900

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

DIRECT: 519-572-2669 3 Arthur St. S. Elmira
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

R.W. THUR
REAL ESTATE LTD.

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

FREE Market Evaluation

Oﬃce:

519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential
Res: 519.669.1068

JULIE
HECKENDORN

$374,900 ELMIRA SEMI
Great starter, one owner two storey
with 3 bedrooms, 4 piece bath,
rough-in for 2 piece, covered patio,
fenced yard, newly paved driveway, in
quiet neighborhood . MLS. Call Bert.

Broker

Cell: 519.588.7562

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!
58 PINTAIL DRIVE, ELMIRA
Exquisite, custom built bungalow offers
over 3,000 square feet and is built on
two lots. Backing onto a wooded forest. New concrete driveway. Gourmet
kitchen recently installed w/dark maple
cabinetry, commercial stainless steel
appliances, island and granite countertops. Formal dining room, office & two
$1,699,900
bedrooms on the main floor, both with
ensuites. Approximately 2,700 square feet finished in the basement, consisting of 3
bedrooms, exercise room, huge rec room & games area. Utility room w/stairs to the
triple garage. 5 bathrooms. Expect to be Impressed! MLS

Serving the community for 28 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

®

11 DUNKE STREET N., ELMIRA
Unique opportunity to run your business from this totally renovated and
architecturally pleasing building. Sitting areas w/gas fireplace & water
feature. Full kitchen w/built in oven,
range & dishwasher. Upper loft areas.
Outdoor storage w/additional washroom. Numerous perennial gardens &
creek offer a peaceful outdoor setting.
MLS

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

$579,000

Blind Line, Elmira

Don’t miss out on this 1850 Square feet
detached side split, located on a quiet country
Line, only minutes to all the ameni�es Elmira
has to oﬀer.
Four Bedrooms, one and a half baths, large
kitchen, separate dining Room, main ﬂoor Laundry, formal living room, family Room
PLUS a large master bedroom. Ample Storage closets, (one cedar lined), ﬁnished
Recrea�on room in Basement. To add to the charm, this house is on a large 95 X 185
� lot, complete with an a�ached Garage with workshop area and a 8 x 10 garden
shed for all your toys and tools.

SOLD

$495,000

Welcome to Southside Estates’ community
of Milverton Meadow's. This Luxury, 1135
square foot, 2 bedroom, 2 bath,
semi-detached home, features a gorgeous
kitchen with granite counter tops, including a
breakfast bar. A�ached garage, appliances
are all included, (Fridge, Stove, Washer, Dryer and microwave). Premium quality
vinyl Windows and exterior doors. All of this Located in quiet town with all
ameni�es including high speed ﬁber-op�c internet availability. Some Interior
op�ons s�ll available for you to add your own personal style . MLS # 30799298

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA | DIRECT: 519-503-2753
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

519.500.1865 (Direct)
519.747.0231 (Office)

$824,900

Farm | $2.25 Million
102 acres close to Listowel. 83 workable organic acres, 17 acre bush lot, and a
3 +1 bedroom ICF constructed home (2009), all on a paved road. Also 2 Coverall
buildings. MLS. Call Dale Direct.

Building Lot | $159,000 | Rothsay

SOLD

Prime lot overlooking fields and meandering stream. Sloping lot for walk out
potential. Survey available. MLS Call Direct.

$965,000 | Near Drayton
I.3 acre beautifully landscaped Cape Cod home with a grannie flat/1bedroom
apt. 3+1 bedrooms, 4 baths, 20 x 38 hobby shop, large garden shed, pool, on a
paved road. The rooms are spacious, great room w fp and soaring ceiling, open
concept kitchen and dining. Totally finished basement. MLS Call Dale.

CALL FOR YOUR

FREE MARKET EVALUATION

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

BUYING OR SELLING
REAL ESTATE?

WE DO SIGNS
OF ALL KINDS!

MY COMPANY
line

MY NAME

job title
address

Phone: 555-555
-5555
Fax: 555-555-5555
my@email.com
www.mydomai
n.com

29

$

99

plus tax

Specializing in Posters, Banners
& Trade Show Booths

Our Everyday Low Price!

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS
Make a
Great First Impression
at a Great Price!
• With or without UV gloss (1 side)
• Single sided • Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
• Print ready file

Car Wraps
Also Available!

OBSERVERXTRA.COM

•
•
•
•

Indoor & Outdoor Signage
Huge assortment of materials to print on
Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
Hardware included • Installation available

NEWSLETTERS

Retractable Banners

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!

AS LOW AS

$

12995

• We have an In-house
Graphics team to help
with the perfect design,
or supply your own
print-ready file

Call today

for more information!
Our consultants are always available
to price your project!

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and
presentations
• They are affordable, lightweight, durable and easy
to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

Call Today to Get Started!
ARTWORK
EXTRA

Have You Written A Book?

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing
of available products

We can help you get your book into print!
Lawn Bag Signs

Sales Representative

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

YOU'RE IN THE RIGHT PLACE.

my company tag

Dale R. Keller

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

Very desirable location amongst executive
style homes. Great family neighbourhood
– central to all schools. Still owned by the
original owner. 3+ bdrm raised bungalow –
approx. 1,500 sq. ft. Updated kitchen & dining area & main bathroom with air tub. Finished rec & games room w/gas FP. 3 pc bath,
4thbdrm& hobby/laundry room. Spacious
principle rooms. Most windows updated.
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL – potential for a
wooded lot severance. Call for details. MLS

$405,717

Murray Court, Milverton

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

5 BOBOLINK PLACE, ELMIRA

No problem ﬁnding a quiet place to relax alone or to entertain family and Friends,
inside or out!!
Hurry, this country property will not last long … Book your showing today …
MLS #30811945

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

!
EW G
N TIN
S
LI

Elmira - Here is your chance to own a beautiful
century home that has been lovingly updated
while keeping the integrity of the century
charm. The finished walk up attic is perfect for
a 4th bedroom, playroom or office space.
Impressive front office has wrap around
windows to enjoy the mature neighborhood
views year round. Plenty of cooking space in
the spacious kitchen with quartz counter tops
and a huge butcher block island. Entertain your
friends and family with the deck outside the
kitchen and a walk out basement to your back
yard oasis including hot tub, fish pond, 2 apple
trees and fairy lights strung in the trees for a
magical evening. Detached double car garage, exposed aggregate driveway with parking for
6, all electrical and plumbing updated, all appliances included, just move in!

NEW LISTING

Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
Inquire about our
• Manuals • Catalogues
Publishing Packages
• Children’s Books
and free Author’s Guide

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You

675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017
www.mtprint.com

DOOR
HANGERS

Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive traffic
to your business!

Large enough to include
plenty of information, but
small enough to provide budget
friendly pricing and easily
distributed.
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F A M I LY A L B U M

Happy Birthday
Erika Lynn!

Our Baby is 18!

OBITUARY

IN MEMORIAM

BIRTHDAY

BIRTHDAY

John Sanders
June 27, 2019

Love Lives On
Those we love remain with us
for love itself lives on,
and cherished memories never fade
because a loved one’s gone.
Those we love can never be more
than a thought apart,
for as long as there is memory,
they’ll live on in the heart.

Happy 18th Birthday Colin Merlihan.
Hope your day is as special as you are.
I hope you have an amazing day.

Love from your family, Mom, Dad, Cassandra,
Nicole, Dobby, Molly and Mia

RETIREMENT
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CELEBRATE WITH AN AD IN THE OBSERVER!











THE PARTY MIGHT BE CANCELLED
BUT THE NOTICE DOESN'T NEED TO BE.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS











Love the Sanders Family

Love from, Cassie

Happy Retirement to
Liz Shantz
Since 1986, we
know your smile
has brightened
each day for the
staff and students
at Linwood
Public School.
Love Keith, Max, Sheri,
Simon, Seth, Danielle,
Jeff, Cole, Kelsey, Deanne,
Nathan, Paige and Evan.

DEATH NOTICES

BAUMAN, MOSES - Passed away peacefully at his home in Wallenstein on
Monday, June 15, 2020, at the age of 95.
MARTIN, JOAN ELIZABETH - Passed away suddenly at her home on
Monday, June 15, 2020, at the age of 90 years.
PAUL, CLARA ELIZABETH - We sadly announce the passing of our beloved
mother, sister, grandmother, great-grandmother and aunt on Saturday,
June 20, 2020, at the age of 86.

Holling, Adela “Dolly”
(nee Reist)
March 27, 1926 – June 17, 2020

Peacefully passed away at her residence in Elmira surrounded by her
loving family on Wednesday, June 17,
2020, at the age of 94. Beloved wife of
the late Orval whom she dearly loved.
Dear mother of Peter (Olivia) and
Laurie (Danny). Loved grandmother
of Alex, Amanda, Daniel (Tamara),
William, and James. Loving greatgrandmother of Angela, Daniel, Josh,
Peter, William, Ryder, and Tristan. A
private family graveside service was
held. As expressions of sympathy,
donations to Operation Smile Canada
or St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Elmira,
would be appreciated.
Heaven gained a gardener today.
Dolly was her sweet name.
Her legacy of beautiful gardens reached
far beyond her flowers though.
Faithfully for 94 years she planted
seeds among many people.
Heaven gained a gardener today.
Whether you were family, a friend or a
neighbour, Dolly saw you as her own.
She prayed for you in the quiet moments
and celebrated you from afar.
She called out each of our gifts and
encouraged who we are.
She remembered the forgotten,
the lonely and the struggling.
And even during her own hardships her
focus remained on others.
Heaven gained a gardener today.
Oh yes, we marveled at her gardens,
but more than that we marveled
at who she was.
Sweet Dolly, you loved so well,
just like the Father asked.
You remained faithful and steadfast
until the very end.
And now you have been called to tend to
the most beautiful estates in Heaven.
Heaven gained a gardener today.
And so now it’s our turn to nurture
what Dolly planted.
Written by Alexis Ruppert (Dolly’s Neighbour)

www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

CHURCH FUNDRAISER

Heavenly Eats Food Truck Fridays return to Elmira
Local event gaining even more ground than last year due to the coronavirus situation
SEAN HEEGER

sheeger@woolichobserver.ca

With restaurants still not
offering dine-in options
for those who want to
get out of the house for a
meal, one local summer
event is returning to offer
up an alternative dining
experience. Heavenly
Eats Food Truck Fridays
officially drove back into
Elmira June 19, offering
residents four different
food options each week.
The annual event,
which started two years
ago as a small fundraiser,

has continued to grow
into a weekly offering
featuring a rotating selection. Now the food truck
frenzy is a way to not only
introduce the vendors to
local residents, but also
to give the community
a chance to get out and
socialize. Even though
the coronavirus restrictions put a bit of a damper
on spending time with
friends and eating a delicious meal just now, the
event and staff show no
signs of hitting traffic on
route to serving up new
meal choices.

“It’s a takeout experience. So, you come you
get great foods, the trucks
serve awesome food. And
it’s just come and take
out, you don’t have to
cook on a Friday night,
which is a great thing,”
said Barb Vodicka, event
coordinator.“This is my
baby, so I’m really happy
the way the trucks have
come to Elmira and how
Elmira is really excited
about it. It’s gone so well,
and I’m very happy that
it’s been so successful and
that [it] started the buzz
for food trucks. I’m really

happy with the way it’s
turned out.”
Sometime in July, Vodicka is hoping that the
churches will be able to
start putting out some
tables and chairs to let
people commune and
socialize while they eat
their meals. For now, she
says it is just a fun way for
people to eat out on a Friday night and enjoy some
great food.
Currently there are four
participating churches
and one truck parks at
each. Every week the
trucks will rotate and

change depending on who
is available. The vendors
also donate a portion of
their proceeds back to the
churches at the end of the
day, which Vodicka calls
another great aspect to
the event.
After just one week
back, Vodicka says the
turnout was amazing and
it was very well received.
“People didn’t mind
waiting, which I did warn
them. This is not fast
food. It’s made to order.
And so there usually is
a wait anyway, but it’s
worth it. So I always say

it’s worth the wait and
people were happy that
the trucks were back and I
think it went really well,”
she added.
She also noted that
this event is just as much
about supporting the food
truck community that
have seen business slow
down because of the pandemic and hopes that Elmira comes out and shows
their support to these
vendors.
Heavenly Eats runs every Friday evening until
the last Friday in September.
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Brubacher, Paul B.

Sikandar Shah
It is with profound sadness that the
Shah Family announces the passing
of Sikandar Shah June 22nd. A great
friend to many in Woolwich Township,
husband of Naheed Shah, father to Raza
and Hassan, grandfather to Ammaar,
Rayyan and Zainab. Sikandar arrived
in Elmira from Pakistan in 1972 and his
life has touched many in the region.
Sikandar’s passion for life, hilarious
jokes, love for humanity and all things
good will forever be missed. We wish to
thank everyone in this beautiful town
for all their wishes and prayers.

The Shah Family.

Peacefully passed away on Wednesday,
June 17, 2020 at his home, RR 3,
Wallenstein, at the age of 40. Son
of Noah and Salome Brubacher of
RR 3, Wallenstein. Brother of Esther
Brubacher of Hawkesville, Mark and
Rachel Brubacher of RR 3, Wallenstein,
Melvin and Miriam Brubacher of RR
1, Holstein, Elsie and Amon Horst
of RR 3, Listowel, Jason and Ruth
Brubacher of RR 2, Dobbinton. Uncle
of eight nephews and seven nieces.
Remembered by many uncles, aunts,
neighbours and caregivers. Public
drive-by viewing was held on Friday,
June 19, 2020 at the family home. A
private burial and service took place
on Saturday, June 20, 2020 at Peel
Mennonite Meeting House.

www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com
OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Lackner, Wilma Margaret
May 17, 1926 – June 18, 2020
Passed away peacefully at Innisfree
House, Kitchener, at the age of 94.
Beloved wife of the late Oscar Lackner
(1994). Loving mother of Judy and
Mike Ziegler of Windham Centre, the
late Dennis (2012) and Marilyn Lackner
of Waterloo, Sandra and Paul Fletcher
of Elmira. Cherished grandmother
of Alison (Dave) Bahry, Heather
Ziegler, Jeremy (the late Anita, 2020)
Lackner, Melanie (Aaron) Lackner,
Andrew (Courtney) Lackner, Patti
(Sean) Lunnie, Holly Fletcher (Delmer
Frey), and Craig Fletcher. Lovingly
remembered by 15 great-grandchildren.
Wilma was predeceased by two
great-grandchildren and was the last
surviving member of her family having
been predeceased by her parents John
and Amelia (Haase) Stahlbaum and 12
siblings. She was a lifelong member of
St. James Lutheran Church in Elmira
and enjoyed the events and programs
with the seniors at the Woolwich
Community Centre. A private family
graveside service was held on Monday,
June 22, 2020 at St. James Lutheran
Cemetery. As expressions of sympathy,
donations to the Heart and Stroke
Foundation or St. James Lutheran
Church, Elmira, would be appreciated.

www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

SHANTZ, Seloma ‘Sally’
(nee Heintz)
1935 - 2020

Passed away peacefully at Grand River
Hospital, KW Campus, Kitchener on
Wednesday, June 17, 2020, age 84.
Loving wife of Eugene (Gene) Shantz,
married for 65 years. Cherished mother of Kirby (Linda) Shantz and Jackie
(Reiner) Schulz. Loving and doting
Grandma to Jamie (Trish) Shantz,
Cody (Bridget) Shantz and Brandon
Schulz . She was the very proud ‘GG’
to her sugar cubes River Lynn Schulz
and Brody Shantz.
Sally was predeceased by her parents
and several brothers and sisters. She
is survived by her siblings Clarence
Heintz and Martha Shupe.
Cremation has taken place. Due to
Covid restrictions, a private memorial
visitation was held at the Erb & Good
Family Funeral Home, 171 King St. S.,
Waterloo on Monday, June 22, 2020.
The private memorial service followed
in the chapel of the funeral home. Relatives and friends may join the family
in the livestream to celebrate the life of
Sally by visiting www.erbgood.com
Condolences for the family and donations to the Parkinson Society Southwestern Ontario may be arranged
by contacting the funeral home at
www.erbgood.com or 519-745-8445.
Sally’s grace, warmth and hospitality
will be missed.

Calling All 2020

Graduates
Email photos & Caption information to:

ads@woolwichobserver.com

$4hs0
t
+

Last Name,
First Name
School

OBITUARY

Stortz, Carol Patricia
(nee Brown)
April 2, 1936 – June 18, 2020

Passed away peacefully at her home
in St. Jacobs, at the age of 84. Beloved
wife of the late Cyril (2012). Devoted
mother of Patricia of St. Jacobs, Gary
(Linda) of Sicamous, BC, Kevin (Pauline Mercier) of Elmira, and Stephen
(Lori Embro) of Kitchener. Cherished
grandmother of nine: Matthew
(Ashley), Katie (Jake) Baur, Laura
(Christian), Pamela (Luke), Samantha (Chava) Stortz-Stierele, Spencer,
Justin (Jess), Nathan, and Stephanie
(Nick), and extended grandchildren:
Matt Embro (Holly), Craig Embro
(Lauren), Nicole Embro, Patrick
Mercier (Rachel), and Collin Mercier
(Stacy). Loving great-grandmother
of Ava, Chelsea, William, Alex, Zack,
Bree, Tristan, Dallas, Denver, Carter,
and Jase. Survived by her sister
Sandra (Clinton) Rohr, her brothers
Jack (Helen) Brown and Rev. William
(Joyce) Brown, and many nieces and
nephews. Lovingly remembered by
her best friend and neighbour Lorne
Feick and his children: Tim (Dale),
David (Regina), Wayne (Kira), and Lisa
(Laverne) Rude, and their families.
Predeceased by her parents William
and Gladys Brown (nee Hahn); brothers Clifford (in infancy) and Howard;
and sisters Ruth Fink, Jean Hachborn,
and Betty Gingrich; in-laws Walter
Hachborn, Mary Brown and Wolf Fink,
and Gordon Gingrich; granddaughter
Karen in infancy; mother and fatherin-law John and Lucy Stortz (nee Sullivan), Leonard and Helen Stortz, Frank
Stortz, Mervyn and Rita Stortz, Rita
and Harvey Ditner, Madeline Wahl
Lang, Carl Wahl, and Ben Lang.
Carol was well known in her home
town of Elmira having been involved
in various community organizations
throughout her life. She enjoyed oil
painting, working with stained glass,
and gardening. She was devoted to her
family and church, and loved being an
active member of the St. Jacobs Meadows community.
The family would like to thank everyone
at the Waterloo Wellington LHIN, especially the PSWs at Bayshore and Bloom,
and the nursing team from CarePartners,
for their caring support and kindness
throughout Carol’s long struggle. Her
journey home is now completed. At her
request, cremation has taken place and
a memorial mass was held on Wednesday, June 24, 2020 at St. Teresa of Avila
RC Church in Elmira by invitation only.
As expressions of sympathy, donations
to Grand River Regional Cancer Centre
would be appreciated.

www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

IN PRINT. IN DEPTH. ONLINE.

• Full colour photo
• Publishing July 2, 2020
• Deadline: June 29, 2020

Trapp, Gordon
Peacefully passed away on Wednesday,
June 17, 2020 at Chartwell Westmount
LTC Residence in Kitchener, at the
age of 88. Beloved husband of the late
Marilyn (Miller) Trapp (2006). Loved
father of Rick and Helen and the late
Michael (1995). Loving grandfather of
Ashley Lyon and great-grandfather
of Traeden and Chase Davidson.
Dear brother and brother-in-law of
Carol and Wayne Weiberg and Jean
Trapp. Lovingly remembered by his
nieces, nephews and their families.
Predeceased by his parents Martin
and Charlotte (Bauer) Trapp and his
brothers Vincent and Carl.
Gord was an avid sportsman as both
a participant and a fan for his entire
life. As a competitive athlete growing
up, he excelled at both hockey and
fastball. He played on a number of
championship teams in both sports.
He loved to reminisce with family
and friends about his wonderful
experiences and numerous friends
that came from that participation.
He carried that competitive nature
with him as he transitioned into
leisure based activities like bowling,
golfing and slo-pitch to name just a
few. Anyone who ever competed with
or against Gord would attest to the
seriousness that was attributed to any
game being played. Of course once
the game was over it was always time
for fun and that same fun was enjoyed
with friend and foe alike.
Gord applied the same grit and
determination that he developed
playing sports to his working career.
He worked for his father at the Elmira
Meat Market and following Martin’s
passing, took over the operation. In the
ensuing years he developed country
routes where he delivered meats and
groceries to the surrounding farmers
and villagers. He began operating
a stall at the Galt Market where he
became a popular stop for Saturday
market shoppers. He also participated
for many years in the making of the
famous Noah S. Martin brand summer
sausage. Although he retired many
years ago, the Elmira Meat Market
remains a vibrant business under the
tutelage of Joe Martin whose father
Jim bought the business from Gord.
Jim had been Gord’s right hand man
for many years before taking over. Just
as with his sports career, work brought
Gord into contact with many people
and numerous friendships again were
the result.
The family wishes to thank the staff
at Chartwell Elmira Retirement
Residence and more recently Chartwell
Westmount LTC for their excellent and
compassionate care.
At Gord’s request, cremation has taken
place. A Celebration of Life will be
held at a later date. As expressions of
sympathy, donations to MS Society of
Canada would be appreciated.

www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com
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BACKING JOURNALISM
Be involved in community activities,
events & support local initiatives. Tell
us about what's happening and about
the people in your neighbourhood.

Woolwich council this week offered up some support
for the embattled news industry, passing a resolution
submitted by a group of retired and former journalists
calling themselves Ink-Stained Wretches.org. The
resolution recognizes that “a robust news media is
essential to the proper functioning of democracy.”

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

A potato salad for a
hot, summery day

This year, it’s not just
the kids saying goodbye
Diane Martin to retire after more than 35 years at the Elmira Community Nursery School
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Diane Martin is heading off into retirement June 30 after being with the Elmira Community Nursery School since
1984.
[SEAN HEEGER]

days with the kids she has
grown to love.
She says it has “really
been an experience” to
finish off her career doing
her classes over Zoom, but
the experience has been
extremely fun and rewarding as she has been able to
see kids and parents work
together as they complete

activities and science experiments together.
Starting in April, Martin transitioned her class
to Zoom calls, where she
would do different things
each week to help kids and
parents work and learn
together. Themes like science experiments, going
out into nature and even

Looking for input on its next overarching planning
document, the Region of Waterloo is today (Thursday)
holding its first fully virtual public engagement
session. Between 6 and 8 p.m., planners will
present new information about intensification,
density, major transit station areas, answer questions from the public, and engage in conversation
that will frame future opportunities for growth.
www.engagewr.ca/regional-official-plan

S C H O O L' S O U T F O R E V E R

When Diane Martin started teaching at the Elmira
Community Nursery
School in 1984, she probably didn’t plan on being
there more than 35 years
later, becoming a staple at
the institution. Still, that’s
exactly what happened.
At the end of June she is
set to say goodbye to the
school she loves and officially enter retirement, a
new path from the one she
set upon when she graduated from Conestoga College in 1977 and became a
registered early childhood
educator.
“When I was hired here
in Elmira at that time, it
was just such a blessing
and a gift to me to have
been connecting with not
just the kids, but the families. The nursery school
is a cooperative preschool
operated as a non-profit by
a parent board of directors.
So, every day I’m engaging
with the kids, but I’m also
connecting with the families,” said Martin.
About a year ago, she
says she realized that
she was going to turn 64
this year – that date arrived in February – and
decided that 2020 would
be the time she hung up
her teaching hat. Despite
COVID-19 throwing her
final year for a loop and
taking her lessons out of
the classroom to the online world, she knew she
was going to enjoy every
last minute of her final

ONLINE CONSULTING

pets helped the kids who
were missing their friends
connect in new ways while
furthering their education.
Through her time
there, she has seen much
change come to the way
the school operates. She
says things like technology
have evolved the way they
RETIREMENT | 28

W

ith all the hot
weather we’ve
had, sometimes
we prefer a lighter meal.
Also, we don’t want to turn
on the oven and heat up the
whole house.
There are a couple of options: one is to order a takeout lunch on the Chef Duff
at RiverSong patio, and the
other is to try this delicious
entrée salad.
If you live in Waterloo Region, you won’t be shocked
to learn that potato salad
likely originated in Germany
and travelled around the
world from there. I doubt it
physically got on a boat or
plane and travelled to North
America, but immigrants
and visitors of many cultures
brought their recipes and
culinary ideas with them.
European-style potato
salads would traditionally
have been made with a vinaigrette dressing, often served
warm. The idea of using
mayonnaise or other creamy
dressings was more of an
American idea.
This recipe has three components, which really adds
to the presentation, as well as
not making the greens soggy.
The “new” potatoes are
ideal for salad as they are not
as starchy and don’t stick
together.
I like to lightly blanch
green veggies (beans, broccoli, asparagus, etc.) before
adding to a salad, just to take
a little of the harder crunch
out. The act of “shocking” a
vegetable is not to apply an
electric current to it, nor is it
to tell it a scandalous story.
It’s a culinary term referring
to a drastic change in temperature. After dropping the
vegetable into boiling water
for a minute or two, you then
immediately plunge into ice

CHEF DUFF
CHEF'S TABLE

water, which will not only
stop the process from overcooking it, but also retain the
bright green colour.

Asparagus and
Minted New Potato
Salad
1 lb asparagus
1 lb baby spinach
60mL olive oil
20 mL raspberry vinegar
2 lbs baby tri-colour potatoes
15g sundried tomatoes
500mL mayonnaise
30mL white wine
1 tsp. grainy mustard
1 Tbsp. honey
1 bunch fresh mint
Salt, pepper
Ground cloves
1. Drop asparagus into boiling
salted water for 2 minutes and
shock in ice water.
2. Drain and marinade with olive oil, vinegar and salt, pepper.
3. Place potatoes in pot with a
little salt and half the mint – boil
until tender, drain and cool.
4. Combine mayo with diced
tomato, wine, seasoning and
additional mint, then toss with
potatoes.
5. Arrange spinach on plate and
top with potato salad – garnish
with asparagus.
Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of
“Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet
hall, Café and Culinary Centre.

Your car’s radiator and cooling system needs to be clean to stay cool.
Over time, your car’s radiator builds solid deposits that can clog the
cooling system. To prevent this from happening we recommend having
your cooling system serviced.
This is one of the reasons why your regular services are so important.
These visits allow us to keep track of maintenance items for you. This way
you can have peace of mind and know we will tell you when work is needed.
We would love to take care of your vehicle for you. Feel free to
contact us with any questions you have!

~ Kendrick

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better

20 Oriole Parkway E. | 47 Industrial Drive

Tel: (519) 669-1082

www.leroysautocare.net
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C R E AT I N G F O R A C AU S E

Local artist turns
her passion into
a way to help others

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Vacuum Sales,

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

Julie Wemp left her career
as a registered massage
therapist at the end of
April, retiring after 19
years. Now she has chosen
to pursue her passion for
art.
Knowing all her life that
she was interested in art,
Wemp began expressing
her creativity through
sketches from a young
age. She took art classes
all throughout school and
eventually moved on to
watercolour courses as
a young adult. However,
it wasn’t until about two
years ago when she realized her talent and took
up the mantle of part-time
artist. Dabbling in pieces
of realism, Wemp did a
lot of work on landscapes
and other forms of still
art. Today, she is exploring
new types of art including
working with fluid acrylics
on abstract pieces.
With more time on her
hands because of the coronavirus and retirement,
she decided to take her
burgeoning skills and used
inspiration from events
taking place in the world
around her, to create new
pieces and sell them for
a fundraiser she calls Art
from the Heart.
It all started with the
piece entitled ‘Together’
meant to represent being together while apart
during these difficult
times.
“I had the idea that I
wanted to create a piece
that represented or reminded people that we
are not alone while we
are apart and the image
of a circle with lines that
connected that circle
came into to my head and
I created the piece called

Kleensweep
Carpet Care

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates

Julie Wemp

together,” said Wemp.
“[It is] a reminder especially during the coronavirus pandemic that we are
all connected and it started
with that idea of the painting and then I thought
when I had a product that I
was happy with, I thought
‘oh, I could auction this off
and and give the funds to
local regional hospitals.’
Then, as I got more ideas
for the other two paintings,
I thought I wanted to give
the proceeds to three individual causes that were the
reflection of the artwork
being made.”
The fundraiser saw her
offer three different pieces
of art June 15, 17 and 19
through her Instagram and
Facebook accounts. She
sent out notices the week
prior to the fundraiser to
raise awareness and excitement among friends and
followers, while explaining exactly what they can
expect. In each post she
would give information
about the piece as well as
where the money would be
going when the art sold.
In addition to her first
piece ‘Together,’ Wemp
also created ‘22 Blooms’
– a piece inspired by the
lives lost in the massacre
that took place in Nova
Scotia earlier this year –
and ‘Breathe’ inspired by
George Floyd and created
to honour him and the
movement that has begun
ARTIST | 29

PLACES OF FAITH
WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

Join Us Online
Every Sunday
WOODSIDE

9:15 & 11:00 AM

woodsidechurch.ca/live
Elmira
Mennonite
Church

Worship: 9:30am

How Can I
Keep from Singing?
Emily Rempel preaching

Service moved on-line.
Please contact the church office
(elmiramennonitechurch@golden.net)
for access info.

58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Rugs and
Upholstery

HEARING
ASSISTED

West Montrose, ON

T. 519.669.2033

COLLEEN

Cell: 519.581.7868

Truck &
Trailer
Maintenance
Cardlock
Fuel
Management

COMMERCIAL 24
CARDLOCK
FUEL DEPOT HOUR
M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.
• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD
P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

NANCY
KOEBEL

Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life
Assurance Company

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance,
business insurance, employee benefits programs,
critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Community Care Concepts provides
services and supports that help seniors
and adults with unique needs to live
independently in their own homes
across the Townships of Woolwich,
Wellesley and Wilmot. In an effort
to protect the health of our clients,
volunteers and staff, Community Care
Concepts has cancelled until further
notice:
• community exercise programs
• community dining programs
• social and recreational
programming
• adult day programs located at
Barnswallow Place in Elmira and
Nithview Community in New
Hamburg

Repairs Se
Service
All Makes & Models

9 Church St. E., Elmira

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

Quality & Service
you can trust.

All other essential services are
continuing including:
• Meals on Wheels
• transportation to medical and
other essential appointments
• ensuring access to groceries and
prescriptions
• wellbeing checks
• essential home help services
• support with hospital discharge

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Education and Treatment

We ask for your patience as we
prioritize requests based upon most
immediate needs.

Your First Step to
Better Hearing

Please contact us at 519-664-1900
or 1-855-664-1900 if you require
assistance or know of someone who
may require assistance.

519-669-9919

At this time, we would like to express
our sincere thanks to members of
our community for the outpouring of
offers of assistance and support as we
ensure that the needs of seniors and
vulnerable residents of our community
are addressed.
Stay well,
Cathy Harrington, Executive Director

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND
AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

SANYO CANADIAN

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

Community Care Concepts of Woolwich, Wellesley & Wilmot

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

TOTAL

charlene@bauerhearing.com
25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

The Community Events Calendar is reserved
for non-profit local events that are offered free
to the public. Placement is not guaranteed.
Registrations, corporate events, open houses
and similar events do not qualify for free
advertising. See complete policy online. All
submissions are to be made online at ads.
observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

How can I
help you?
519.514.6051

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

VERMONT
Castings

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

www.merlihan.com

519.664.2008

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

healthywoolwich.org
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Rather than focus just on weight, consider other health factors
DEAR MAYO CLINIC:
At a recent appointment, my blood pressure
and cholesterol were
normal, but my doctor
mentioned that my BMI
is at an unhealthy number (28). Does this mean
I need to lose weight
even though I have no
health problems?
Although weight is an
important measure of
health, it's not the only
thing to consider when
assessing overall health.
Other factors play a role
as well, such as how active
you are and the amount
of muscle versus fat you
have in your body. Taken
together, these variables
can help give you a more

comprehensive view of
your health, now and into
the future.
Health care providers
often assess the effect of
a person's weight on their
health using a calculation
called the body mass index, or BMI. It is calculated by dividing your weight
in kilograms by your
height in meters squared.
You can find your BMI by
going to mayoclinic.org
and entering your height,
weight and waist size into
the online BMI calculator.
BMI values between 18.5
and 24.9 are considered
normal. Values between
25 and 30 are considered
overweight, and values
greater than 30 are considered obese. Generally,

a BMI that is more than 30
is associated with higher
risks to health. These risks
include a higher likelihood
of developing diseases and
health problems, such as
heart disease, diabetes and
high blood pressure.
That said, BMI does not
always provide the full
story regarding health
risks for some people.
That is because it does not
take into consideration
individual factors, such as
bone or muscle mass. For
example, if you lead an active lifestyle and regularly
participate in both aerobic
exercise and weight training activities, you may
have a healthy percentage
of body fat despite having
a BMI above the normal

MAYO CLINIC

range. So in that situation,
a higher BMI does not
necessarily translate to
higher health risks. It is
important to note, though,
that this situation is less
likely when BMI values
are higher than 35. Beyond
that point, additional
weight is much more likely
to be distributed as fat and
not muscle.
In addition, people of
Asian descent may have
an increased risk of health

problems at a lower BMI
threshold than the general
population.
It is also possible to have
a normal BMI while your
body fat percentage is high
enough to increase health
risks. People with this condition, known as normal
weight obesity, may have
the same serious health
risks as someone who is
obese. This is especially
true for individuals who
have a high percentage of
body fat around the waist.
Research has shown that
people who carry a high
proportion of body fat at
the waist have increased
health risks.
To get the most accurate
assessment of your health,
first find your BMI. Then

take a look at your lifestyle. If your BMI is less
than 35 and you exercise
regularly -- participating
in at least 150 minutes
of physical activity each
week -- you may not be at
an increased health risk. If
your BMI is 30 or higher, and you do not have
an active lifestyle, your
health may be at risk. If
so, talk to your health care
provider about changes
you can make to improve
your health now, as well as
lower your risk for health
problems in the future.
Mayo Clinic Q & A is an educational
resource and doesn't replace
regular medical care. E-mail a
question to MayoClinicQ&A@
mayo.edu. For more information,
visit www.mayoclinic.org.

F R O M T H E I R K I TC H E N TO YO U R S

Crispy-topped strawberry-rhubarb crisp
that you can make any time of year

A

round this time
every year, when
fresh rhubarb's
season is coming to an end,
we start to anticipate going
months without one half
of our favorite fruit-dessert
filling. But with this crisp,
which works with both
fresh and frozen rhubarb,
we can get that bright,
tart, floral combination
any time of the year. Even
better, the recipe is literally
easier than pie.

dry spots of flour remain and
mixture forms clumps. Refrigerate until ready to use.
2. For the filling: Adjust oven
rack to middle position and
heat oven to 375 F. Toss all
ingredients in large bowl until
thoroughly combined. Transfer
to a 10-inch oven-safe skillet.
Cook over medium-high heat,
stirring frequently, until the
fruit has released enough liquid to be mostly submerged,
the rhubarb is just beginning
to break down and the juices
have thickened, about 8 minutes. Remove skillet from heat.

Making a crisp takes little more than stirring together a topping in a bowl,
tossing cut-up fruit with
some sugar, and throwing
it all in the oven. But baker
beware! Follow the wrong
recipe (or worse, no recipe
at all) and you might end
up with a strawberry-rhubarb soup and a soggy topping – decidedly not crisp.

For the topping:

AMERICA'S TEST KITCHEN

That's the real lesson of
this carefully tested recipe:
Different batches of strawberries and rhubarb will
exude varying amounts of
moisture when combined
with sugar and baked. So
how do you create a recipe
that will result in the perfect (slightly jammy but
never stodgy) texture every
time?
The simplest answer is
to cook the filling briefly on the stovetop, over
moderately high heat, to
coax out the excess liquid,
reduce it, and thicken it
to the consistency you're
after. Then you can top the
fruit and quickly brown the
crisp in the oven. Applying
this simple technique also
ensures that your topping

remains crisp.
And we found that the
crispiest topping came
from the inclusion of an
unexpected ingredient:
panko breadcrumbs. There
was a fair amount of debate
on whether we were developing a recipe for a crisp or
a crumble (and debate on
the difference between the
two). This topping ended
all confusion on the matter. A crisp topping should
be crispy, and panko is an
excellent way to give the
topping a lasting, light, airy
crispness. Try it and see.

StrawberryRhubarb Crisp
(Serves 6)

3/4 cup (3 3/4 ounces) all-purpose flour
1/2 cup panko breadcrumbs
1/4 cup packed (1 3/4 ounces)
light brown sugar
1/2 tsp. table salt
1/4 tsp. ground cinnamon
6 Tbsp. unsalted butter,
melted
For the filling:

1 pound fresh rhubarb,
trimmed and cut into 1/2-inch
pieces, or frozen rhubarb,
thawed and cut into 1/2-inch
pieces (3 1/2 cups)
12 ounces fresh strawberries,
hulled and chopped coarse,
or frozen strawberries,
thawed and chopped coarse
(2 cups)
1-1/4 cups packed (8 3/4
ounces) light brown sugar
2 Tbsp. cornstarch
1/8 tsp. table salt
1. For the topping: Whisk flour,
panko, sugar, salt and cinnamon together in bowl. Add
melted butter and stir until no

3. Squeeze the topping into
large clumps with your hands.
Crumble the topping into peasize pieces and sprinkle evenly
over the filling. Bake until the
topping is browned and the
filling is bubbling around the
sides of the skillet, about 20
minutes. Let cool for 15 minutes. Serve.
Recipe notes: If using frozen
strawberries, there's no need
to thaw them completely; you
can chop them as soon as
they're soft enough. If using
frozen strawberries and frozen
rhubarb, you may need to
increase the stovetop cooking time by up to 4 minutes.
Depending on the amount of
trimming required, you may
need to buy more than 1 pound
of rhubarb to ensure that you
end up with 3 1/2 cups. Serve
with vanilla ice cream.
For 25 years, confident cooks in
the know have relied on America's
Test Kitchen for rigorously
tested recipes developed by
professional test cooks and
vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe
testers. See more online at www.
americastestkitchen.com/TCA.

This week saw Diane Martin move to the next phase of her life, leaving not just
for the summer.
[SEAN HEEGER]

 RETIREMENT: She's got plenty
of fond memories about the kids
who've passed through the school
FROM 26

learn as she has been using iPads for the past few
years to show parents how
kids are learning in the
classroom. Other changes
include moving away from
plastic toys, instead opting
to give kids a bin of more
natural items to build.
Even the language they
use has changed, moving
away from praising kids to
forms of encouragement
and listening.
Kids have come and
gone, moving on through
their lives towards big
and promising futures.
But one thing which has
always remained the same
is the constant joy that
comes from working with
a new batch of youngsters
who are always more than
happy to learn and greet
her with a smiling face
each and every day. This,
in addition to connecting
with parents are just some

of the things she will miss
most once she officially
enters retirement next
week.
“I’ll miss the kids, the
contact with the kids,
(and) I’ll miss the parents
as well,” added Martin.
“Just their little smiles and
watching them grow – especially if I’ve had them for
two years… it is amazing
what happens in that time.
I probably will miss the
routine of having to get up
and get going in the morning and you know, just
connections with people in
general.”
Martin says she doesn’t
have any plans set once her
retirement is official, but
she will probably do some
supply work for the school.
She also plans on enjoying time with her friends
playing cards in the afternoons, enjoying walks, and
taking on work within her
church community.

THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2020 | THE O BSE RVE R

L IV IN G H E RE | 29

COPING WITH THE CRISIS

Dealing with stress has been a big part of our response
to COVID-19, expert says in WCHC presentation
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

The coronavirus pandemic
and resultant lockdown
having thrown everything
out of equilibrium, disrupting our sense of normalcy,
it’s no surprise that emotions have been running
high. Stress is almost inevitable under the circumstances.
The normal support
systems people have in
place may have been out of
reach for the period where
contact was limited, and
feelings of isolation grew

“Because we’re tackling
new experiences around
the isolation and the work
from home (aspect) and the
no contact (rules), I think
we’re seeing an escalation
in anxiety,” said Bedford.“Now it’s changing as
the pandemic changes – in
March, it was more significant around physical safety
and not wanting to catch
it. Even small things like
going to the grocery store
is risky behaviour. [People
are thinking]‘I can’t do my
normal recreation and leisure activities that I might
do,’ going to the gym, even

to the point where anxiety
became too much for some
to bear, suggests Penny
Bedford, a registered social
worker and psychotherapist who recently gave a
presentation through the
Woolwich Community
Health Centre.
Whether you are a child
that does not fully understand what is going on, or
an older adult who is more
at risk of contracting the
virus, no one is immune to
the stress being brought on
because of the current situation through which we’re
all living, she said.

going for a walk.
“I think it’s really affecting every aspect of normal,
healthy management of
our lives.”
As we move to reopen
more businesses and ease
restrictions within the
province, anxiety and fears
shift away from isolation
and loneliness and towards
the next wave of COVID-19,
she suggested.
“What I’m hearing people now talking about is the
next wave. So, some anxiety about ‘oh when’s it going to hit again?’ So, as we
start getting more freedom,

 ARTIST: Looking to make Art from the Heart an annual fundraiser
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since his recent death.
So far, she has sold ‘Together’
and ‘Breathe’ with both pieces
selling the same day as they were
posted. One hundred per cent
of proceeds – $440 so far – have
gone towards Region Ready and
the Black Lives Matter Waterloo
Region – Community Solidarity
Fund, respectively. The piece 22
Blooms has yet to sell and anyone interested can purchase the
piece for $525.
In the future Wemp hopes
to make Art from the Heart an
annual fundraiser, expanding it
by potentially bringing in more
artists and having an auction for
a specific cause.
For more information, visit her
Instagram page @juliewemp or
her Facebook account.

fulness exercises.
Bedford recommends
that everyone takes to
heart not just the techniques and understanding
of these particular stressors, but also a message of
hope.
We will get through this
and we really do have the
resources and ability to
manage our way through
so we can find our way
clear and survive, she said,
noting there are good people out in the world and
keep trying until you find
someone with whom you
connect.

people are bouncing into
the future, talking about
‘oh my god, what’s going
to happen next time’ and
‘what will I do, then.’ So
again, it’s that heightened
emotion that heightened
awareness around what are
we going to do,” she added.
Bedford said there are
many things we can do to
help mitigate the stress and
negative emotions brought
on during this crisis, including working with your
body to “self-soothe,” going
for a walk to get out of the
self-isolating surroundings
and even practicing mind-




Julie Wemp has been auctioning off her work in support of charities.

 


 


  

 




 
 

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every
3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is
outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started.

[SEAN HEEGER]
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The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only
published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

ACROSS
1. Kind of cracker
7. After-bath powder
11. Statue of _____
16. Indo-Aryan ethnic
group
17. Assortment
18. Online publication
19. Ideals of the U.S.
21. Slang for tobacco
22. The "B" of N.B.
23. .0000001 joule
24. To have shed
26. Doctor of teeth
30. Alias
33. Ed.'s request
34. Farm call
35. Plus "nic", poison
from the bottom
36. Meant to last - but
not forever
40. Undertake, with
"out"
41. Like burlap (plural)
42. "Are we there ___?"
43. Moistens, in a way
45. Clothing line
47. Not just "a"
49. "Hooray!"
53. Cole ___
55. "Didn't I tell you?"

6. Archaeological site
7. Island nation east
of Fiji
8. "Aladdin" prince
9. Sue Grafton's "___ for
Lawless"
10. Shared feelings
11. Fix, in a way
12. Flowering shrub
13. Winners
14. Burn up
15. Fixed
20. Angioplasty target
25. Archipelago in
Scotland
27. Watching you
watching me
28. Causing disgust
29. Anger, e.g.
30. Fungal spore sacs
31. "Ol' Man River"
composer
32. Andy's radio partner
37. Frosts, as a cake
38. Big Apple attracDOWN
tion, with "the"
1. Catch
39. Matching cardigan
2. "Coriolanus" setting
and sweater
3. "Absolutely!"
44. Fast-moving card
4. Run
5. "Gimme ___!" (start of game
46. Proud of mascuan Iowa State cheer)
57. Nothing
58. “___ boom bah!”
61. Male teachers
64. A chip, maybe
66. Bridge site
67. Nod, maybe
68. ___ bit
69. French medieval
narrative
73. Animal remains
74. Cool, once
75. "___ and the King
of Siam"
79. Apportion
80. Farewell
84. Industrious
85. Dash
86. Child of a parent's
sibling
87. Dimethyl sulfate,
e.g.
88. Absorbed
89. Run out

linity
48. Moray, e.g.
50. "That was a close
one!"
51. Cork's place
52. "Anything ___?"
54. Anytime
56. Hosted
58. Rapid eye movement
59. Take in breath
60. Hollywood hopeful
62. Ancient
63. Divine token
65. Make secret
70. Debaucher
71. Home of the van
Eyck brothers' "Adoration of the Lamb"
altarpiece
72. Consume
76. Not yet final, at law
77. Black, as la nuit
78. "Green Gables" girl
81. ___ grecque
(cooked in olive oil,
lemon juice, wine, and
herbs, and served cold)
82. Drink from a dish
83. Direction control in
row boat

IN PRINT. IN DEPTH. ONLINE.
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TRACING PROGRAM

MILK MYTHS
Dairy Farmers of Canada (DFC) this week announced
the launch of a new campaign debunking milk myths
for millennial parents by giving the floor to the
experts: real Canadian dairy farmers. In Hey Dairy
Farmer - Parents' Virtual Tour, farmers provide virtual
farm tours to enlighten consumers about the high
standards practiced on Canadian dairy farms and reassure them about the quality and safety of Canadian
milk, all in an interactive and engaging way.

We're in the heart of agriculture
science and innovation in Canada.
Make a connection to producers,
scientists and entrepreneurs.

Lactanet Canada and Dairy Farmers of Canada (DFC)
announced last week that DairyTrace, a national dairy
cattle traceability program, will become a reality in the
fall of 2020, providing a single, common framework
for dairy farmers to track animal identity and movements.

P R E CAU T I O N A RY M E A S U R E S

Fruit and vegetable growers recommend
COVID-19 testing for all workers
Ontario’s fruit and vegetable farmers have been
working closely with the
Ontario government and
health authorities to protect frontline agri-food
employees on Ontario
farms during the COVID-19
pandemic. As part of these
efforts, the Ontario Fruit
and Vegetable Growers’
Association (OFVGA) is recommending all agri-food
employees get COVID-19
testing.
To support testing of
agricultural workers, and
address concerns workers
may have about testing,
the OFVGA has launched a
five-point plan, announced
last week.
• Work with government
so that testing be made
available on-farm, to
decrease the risk of
spread amongst workers
congregating at central
testing locations.
• Work with government
to develop and distribute culturally appropriate communications
that address stigma and

The Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers' Association recommends all agri-food workers be tested for COVID-19.

fears associated with
COVID-19 and positive
status so that workers
feel comfortable being
tested.
• Work with government,
public health officials

and growers to distribute communications
to workers that make it
clear that no worker is at
risk of being sent home
if they test positive or
develop symptoms.

[SUBMITTED]

• Work with government
to ensure all employees
that test positive or are
required to isolate have
access to WSIB or equivalent wage replacement
coverage.

• Work with government
to increase the use of
active temperature
screening of agriculture
workers before work begins each day as a best
practice by employers.

Based on information available on recent
COVID-19 outbreaks on
farms, the OFVGA notes
that growers employing
workers through provincial recruitment agencies
can face an increased risk
of an outbreak amongst
their workers due to a lack
of quarantine and public
health protocol enforcement by some agencies.
If growers choose to work
with recruitment agencies,
they should ensure that the
agencies are strictly enforcing all quarantine and public health requirements.
“The industry is recognizing that there is a
significant gap in oversight
with respect to contract
workers that move from
farm to farm,” said OFVGA chair Bill George in a
release. “The OFVGA is
prepared to immediately
work with government to
develop regulations for how
these recruitment agencies
operate to ensure workers
are protected and public
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Consumers need to be vigilant, as food-related businesses
must adjust to COVID-19 but some may cut corners
When costs rise, most food
companies adjust. Safe, fair
and sustainable business
practices are always a priority in this sector – almost.
Several food science experts believe an increase in
food fraud is inevitable due
to COVID-19.
The Food Authenticity

Network advisory board,
which includes more than
1,500 food science experts
from around the world, met
earlier this month. Given the
disruption in global supply
chains caused by COVID-19
and the decrease in the level
of surveillance, an increase
in the number of cases of

food fraud is more than likely, according to the group.
There have already been
some reported cases around
the world. Several packages
containing counterfeit food
products were seized during
a recent investigation in the
European Union. Over the
last two months, packages

came from Brazil, China and
Hong Kong, Germany, Sweden and Great Britain.
Substitution of ingredients, counterfeiting,
incorrect labelling, and
other classic strategies were
among the frauds.
With physical distancing
and unprecedented health

to this.
This is essentially why
food prices will go up.
But a minority of companies will try to stay competitive by not following
well-established rules.
There are food shortages
in some parts of the world,
CHARLEBOIS | 31

• Quality Drainage
Systems
• Backhoe Service

SPECIALIZING IN:
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• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845

measures, the food chain
has faced challenges since
the beginning of the pandemic. The obvious objective is to protect workers.
From farm to table, each
company participating in
the food chain has seen its
operating costs increase. No
company has been immune

A family tradition since 1921
Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0

www.freyshatchery.com

Arthur, ON • 519-848-3113 • 877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com
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 OFVGA: Testing is a key part of helping to ensure
a secure domestic food supply, group maintains
FROM 30

health protocols are being
enforced.”
The OFVGA also strongly
recommends that growers
implement policies to create separate teams of agriculture workers to those
residing on farm and those
who do not.
The OFVGA says it will
continue to work with governments and public health
officials to ensure the
protection of essential agriculture workers so they can
continue to ensure a secure,
domestic food supply. The

OFVGA will work with government so that agriculture
worker testing and public
health protocols
mirror other
essential
service
industries like
health
care.
More
information about
Canada’s
Temporary
Foreign Worker
Programs for agriculture,

WHERE TIRES ARE

including employer compliance, can be found on
Economic and Social Development Canada’s
website.
The Ontario
Fruit and
Vegetable
Growers’
Association
is the voice
of Ontario’s
3,500 fruit
and vegetable
producers on
issues affecting the
horticulture sector.
Visit www.ofvga.org.

A SPECIALTY

NOT A SIDELINE!
We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger,
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

Call Us for Tires!
FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE
35 Howard Ave. Elmira, ON
Monday - Friday
Saturdays

8am - 5pm
8am - 12 noon

519-669-3232
www.oktireelmira.com

 CHARLEBOIS: Consumers need to monitor prices
FROM 30

putting additional pressure
on product suppliers. So it’s
entirely reasonable to expect
an increase in fraud that’s
aimed at retaining customers, or even gaining new
ones, by supplying goods
that aren’t readily available
on the market.
Tempting but illegal.
Indeed, each recession
brings its share of criminals
and food fraudsters, who are
motivated by the desire for
economic gains. COVID-19
is no exception – in fact, it
has created an ideal scenario for criminals.
Most the regions of the
world face extreme economic slowdowns due to
COVID-19. Businesses may
be tempted to take shortcuts
or turn a blind eye to things
that may not seem entirely
right when purchasing food
and ingredients.
Many consumers, financially challenged by our faltering economy, will become
full-time bargain hunters.
Now that buying locally
is more popular than ever,
the number of products
whose provenance has been
tampered with may also
increase.
Consumers need to ask
questions and monitor prices. If the price is too low, for
example, ask your retailer

if their suppliers have been
audited since the start of the
pandemic. Audits are quite
common in normal times,
but the pandemic may have
disrupted the schedule of
several companies.
The product categories
most often affected by food
fraud and targeted by criminals are oils, fish, seafood
and meat. Spices and liquids
are also targets when the
market contracts. Honey,
fruit juice and organic food
products are also often affected by fraud during an
economic crisis.
We must be vigilant. You
can report food safety or
labelling concerns to the
Canadian Food Inspection
Agency, which now has a
generous budget to combat
fraud.

While not illegal, the reduction of the quantity per
item sold, without changing
the price, is another tactic
to watch. This is known as
shrinkflation. We risk seeing
the quantity in several products decrease or product
volume reduced without the
price changing.
Food fraud has been
around for thousands of
years. But with better detection technologies and with
greater surveillance practices, we can protect ourselves
better. Governments are on
the lookout but we consumers must be as well.

GROWING THIN?
This combination aerator and overseeder uses spikes to create holes
in your lawn while dropping seed.
The seed is then swept below the
turfs surface.
Take a thinning lawn to thick
with the Aeraseeder available
at Woolwich Rentals.

100 Union St. Elmira, ON
519-669-0524

For a complete list of tools available visit woolwichrentals.ca
or email info@woolwichrentals.ca

Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior director of the agri-food
analytics lab and a professor
in food distribution and policy at Dalhousie University.
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Improving soil health & biodiversity are key reasons
Protect soil from erosive forces of wind and rain – even small amounts
P
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VINYL

VINYL

$
FROM

CLICK
VINYL
PLANKS

1

00
PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

LAMINATE

FROM

TILE

We all have a
role to play.

57
PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

CARRARA
TILE

$
FROM

1

FROM

1

55
PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

HIGH
GLOSS
LAMINATE

$
FROM

1

97
PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED

Be cautious and vigilant, not fearful
or complacent in the face of COVID-19
We’ve been working hard to protect all residents of our community. Our
normal routines have changed but we know that we have a collective
responsibility to act in ways that are for the greater good.

1

$

4MM THICK

LAMINATE

12MM
THICK
LAMINATE

$

SPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

99
PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

HARDWOOD

GLASS &
STONE
BACKSPLASH

$

FROM

1

99
PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

HARDWOOD

What we know
• Becoming sick from COVID-19 is avoidable. Remaining committed to
safe practices is critical.
• Many of us are growing weary of the personal sacrifices we’ve had
to make.
• “Old habits die hard”. It is hard to stop doing things that we have
been doing for a long time.
• Changing our behaviours has kept others safe. We need to continue
these behaviours.

CLICK ENGINEERED

HANDSCRAPED
HARDWOOD

$
FROM

A few tips
• Think about how you will greet others when seeing them. What
gestures will you use?
• Keep a minimum distance of 2 metres between yourself and others.
Respect personal space.
• Know that many people in our community are reluctant to be around
others, especially those who may be at highest risk for becoming
seriously ill from COVID-19. They need to feel confident that we are all
doing everything we can to prevent the spread of the virus.
We all care about the people we live with and around – we value the
health and safety of our community. We all need to keep up with the
healthy behaviours and safe practices that have served to protect us this
far. Our future is determined by our actions today.
For information, services or support
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900

|

1-855-664-1900

2

99
PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

BASEBOARDS

MORE STYLES AND
SIZES TO CHOOSE

67

¢

/LIN FT

WWW.

$
FROM

RUGS

MDF
PRIMED WHITE

FROM

3/4” THICK

NATURAL
HARD MAPLE

2

69
PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

4’ X 6’
AREA RUGS
CLEARANCE

$
FROM

9

99
EACH

REG 59.99
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