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Maryhill residents 
raise concerns 
about GRCA in 
gravel pit battle

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

BY STEVE KANNNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

A group of residents op-
posed to a gravel pit pro-
posed for a site near Mary-
hill is calling for Woolwich 
and the region to ignore 
comments from the Grand 
River Conservation Au-
thority, citing the potential 
for a conflict of interest.

In a letter to both mu-
nicipal governments, the 
Hopewell Creek Residents 
Association (HCRA) points 
to representatives of the 
gravel-mining industry 
sitting on the Grand River 
Conservation Foundation 
as a conflict that should 
nullify comments from the 
GRCA stating the agency 
has no issues with the proj-
ect.

For its part, the GRCA 
says the foundation is a 
separate entity with no im-
pact on the agency’s opera-
tions, including comment-
ing on planning issues.

The residents associa-
tion’s letter is the latest sal-
vo in Capital Paving’s bid to 
develop an extraction op-
eration on a 230-acre site 
centered on 1195 Foerster 

Rd., south of the village.
The Guelph-based com-

pany has applied to Wool-
wich for the zoning and 
official plan amendments 
needed to mine what is 
currently farmland. Capital 
Paving is leasing the site, 
proposing to extract gravel 
in five phases, with the 
owner continuing to farm 
the land before and after 
each phase. The plan is to 
rehabilitate the entire site 
back to prime farmland 
when the project is com-
pleted. The firm estimates 
the site contains three 
million tonnes of aggregate 
materials. While the pit 
application looks to extract 
500,000 tonnes per year, 
Capital predicts it would 
remove about half that 
much annually, meaning 
the pit would be in opera-
tion for 12 to 15 years. 

In the application pro-
cess, the GRCA is a com-
menting agency, with no 
decision-making authority. 
Last month, it indicated 
issues raised with the ap-
plicant since last summer 
had been resolved, with the 
GRCA no longer having any 
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Naide Schneider, owner of Elmira Sip N Bite, along with family and other members of the team were excited to 
welcome back customers with reduced hours for takeout after a nearly three-month closure.  [SEAN HEEGER]

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Staples of the summertime ex-
perience, farmers’ markets are 
among the retail operations now 
reopening under relaxed provin-
cial rules. Operating under new 
safety guidelines, the St. Jacobs 
Farmers’ Market has reopened 
Thursdays and Saturdays, while 
the Elmira Farmers’s Market re-
sumes June 13.

Allan Martin, manager of the 
Elmira  market, says he is excited 
and looking forward to opening 
weekend, noting people should 
be aware of the new rules and 
respect others who are coming 
out to shop.

“We’re there to supply the 
needs of the people that want to 
come out and support local, but 
please remember that it’s not 
a gathering place. We need to 
respect other people’s wishes of 
wanting to shop, so the idea is to 
get people in and get people out 
so that more people can come 
out and buy their local stuff,” 
said Martin.

As with all shopping experi-
MARKETS | 07

STOPPING IN FOR A BITEFarmers' 
markets open 
for business 
in St. Jacobs 
and Elmira
Wellesley Farmers' 
Market opts to remain 
closed for summer



02  | COMMUNITY NEWS THE OBSERVER | THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2020

Open f� Busine�
PHASE ONE RE-OPENING:

Downtown Elmira businesses are excited to start welcoming you back 
into their shops! It won’t be business as usual but, by taking 
recommended precautions, it will be safe for you and staff. 

Thank you for your
continued support!

                 @downtownelmirabia                  @downtownelmirabia 

Local businesses need your support now 
more than ever before. We will recover 
with your strong local support. 

SOCIAL
DISTANCING

ENHANCED
DISINFECTION

HAND
SANITIZER

WASHING
HANDS

PLEXIGLASS 
BARRIER

DELIVERY
OPTIONS

EXPECT LIMITED CAPACITY IN SHOPS, 
ENHANCED CLEANING PROTOCOLS AND 

SIGNAGE REMINDING CUSTOMERS OF 
RESTRICTIONS IN PLACE TO KEEP US SAFE.

TEL: 519-669-8225

TEL: 519-669-4032

TEL: 519-669-1480 TEL: 519-210-0608

TEL: 519-669-5655 TEL: 519-669-5161

TEL: 519-669-5537

TEL: 519-669-5071

TEL: 519-669-1533

TEL: 519-669-0374

TEL: 519-669-3441TEL: 519-669-1129

TEL: 519-669-8282 TEL: 519-669-1152

TEL: 519-669-5077 TEL: 519-669-8362

TEL: 519-669-5353 TEL: 519- 841-9932

TEL: 519-210-3333

TEL: 519-669-2772

TEL: 519-210-0066

TEL: 519-210-0066 TEL: 519-669-3349

TEL: 519-669-5477

TEL: 519-669-3030

TEL: 519-669-1611

TEL: 519-669-5419

TEL: 519-669-2820

TEL: 519-669-1212 TEL: 519-669-3284 TEL: 519-669-5471

CIP Facade Improvement Program
is still open for applications until June 30th! 

Search CIP at woolwich.ca for details.
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Woolwich has rolled out a program to assist residents 
facing economic hardship such that paying their 
property taxes is a struggle. The program will allow 
residents and businesses fi nancially e� ected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic to defer their fi nal property tax 
due dates by 60 days. The application deadline is July 
31.

A Greenhouse Road, Breslau location has been 
tapped as the site for a park-and-ride train station un-
der a plan to extend GO Transit services to Kitchener 
by 2011. The project would see the construction of a 
small station and parking for 700 cars (with room for an 
additional 350) on land running along the existing CN/
Goderich-Exeter Railway tracks running south of Hwy. 
7. That line would connect Kitchener and Guelph to the 
current GO service in Georgetown, then on to Toronto.

From the June 13, 2009 edition of The Observer

building centre

JL’s Duke St

Shophomehardware.ca5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 • Text JL’s 226.979.1850

Same Day
Ship to Home

Delivery*

and choose JL’s as your home Store.

*Conditions apply local delivery, in stock merchandise. Call store for details.

FR
EE

Stacking RealComfort
Adirondack Chair
Wider, taller & more upright design.
Assorted colours.

GREAT PRICE

Each

$2197

homehardware.ca

Stacking RealComfort
Adirondack Chair
Wider, taller & more upright design.

GREAT PRICE

homehardware.cahomehardware.ca

With  
Retractable 
storage 
compartment!

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetuer 

PROPERTY TAX AID FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Waterloo Region’s top bu-
reaucrat, Mike Murray is 
readying himself for life as 
a retiree, the municipal-
ity having named Bruce 
Lauckner as its new chief 
administrative officer.

Murray spent more than 

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

The owner of two neighbouring properties, 
Rockway Holdings, has fenced off areas 
where people visiting Snyder's Flats had 
been parking. Even areas signed as no-park-
ing are being used for that purpose, with 
more enforcement measures being consid-
ered. [STEVE KANNON]

Illegal parking remains an issue at Snyder's Flats

Region's top bureaucrat prepares for retirement

CAO | 05

27 years with the regional 
government, first joining 
in 1992 as manager of en-
gineering, planning and 
water resource protection 
before becoming CAO in 
2004.

The job he held for the 
past 16 years is diverse and 
“never dull,” despite a very 
bureaucratic  schedule 

filled with meetings, he 
says.

A typical day sees meet-
ings that vary from one-
on-one to large groups. 
Murray’s job as chief ad-
ministrator is to be a bridge 
between regional council 
and the rest of the 3,500 
employees.

“Our job as regional staff 

is to make sure we are pro-
viding the best support and 
advice to regional council… 
and to deliver it the best we 
can.”

What that entails many 
days is perhaps captured 
by the comment of one of 
his children who took part 
in a bring-your-kid-to-work 
day: “Dad, you guys sit 

around a lot, and you talk 
a lot.”

That may have been 
somewhat simplified, but 
it’s a description that suits 
Murray, who says he has 
always had an interest in 
working and talking to 
people from diverse back-
grounds and walks of life. 

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Large numbers of visitors, 
many of them not abiding 
by provincial regulations 
aimed at slowing the spread 
of the coronavirus, have 
prompted the GRCA to 
close some its recently re-
opened conservation areas.

Grand River Conserva-
tion Authority parks at 
Belwood Lake, Elora Gorge, 
Guelph Lake and Rock-
wood were closed again 
Tuesday, and will reopen 
again on June 15.

Beyond people not re-
specting area closures, con-
gregating in large groups 
and not practicing appro-
priate physical distancing 
measures, a considerable 
amount of garbage and 
other waste is being left 
throughout the parks and 
natural areas, the agency 
said in a statement an-
nouncing the temporary 
closures.

“Given the limited staff 
that the GRCA currently 
has in place, and the work 
we need to complete in or-
der to prepare our conser-
vation areas for additional 
activities, we are temporar-
ily closing the parks where 
we’ve had the most sig-

nificant challenges,” said 
manager of conservation 
areas Pam Walther-Mabee 
in a release. “We are taking 
this action so that our staff 
can focus on completing 
this work, rather than man-
aging capacity and enforce-
ment issues.”

Conservation areas 
where there have not been 
as many issues – Brant, 
Byng Island, Conestogo 
Lake, Laurel Creek, Pine-
hurst Lake and Shade’s 
Mills, along with the Luther 
Marsh Wildlife Manage-
ment Area – are not part of 
the temporary closure.

In Bloomingdale, the 
Snyder’s Flats park is open, 
but the township and 
neighbouring property 
owners continue to report 
issues with trespassing and 
illegal parking.

“The GRCA property 
is open and things were 
acceptable until last week 
when the road was closed 
for a good portion of the 
week by the church and 
forced parking farther east 
on the road towards Saw-
mill Road. The road was re-
opened Friday and we are 
waiting to see how things 
‘normalize’ this week.  En-
forcement is keeping an 
eye on it,” said Woolwich 

clerk Val Hummel.
Ward 3 Coun. Larry 

Shantz, who lives in 
Bloomingdale, said parking 
remains an issue at the site.

“I was back there a cou-
ple of hours ago and there 
were 30 vehicles parked all 
along the road with the ma-
jority right at the very end 
by the GRCA property,” he 
said Monday. “It is signed 
no parking but continues 

include a new driveway into 
the conservation area. Under 
that plan, Rockway would 
buy the closed portion of 
Snyder’s Flats Road from the 
township, effectively joining 
its properties on either side 
of the roadway.

For now, the company 
has requested ticketing 
authority from the town-
ship, a matter expected to 
be brought before council 
when it meets on June 16, 
said Hummel.

Stepped-up enforcement 
of illegal parking is likely.

“This has been a desti-
nation for decades and it 
seemed acceptable to park 
there. As you know it’s a 
heavily used area. I’m not 
sure if the no parking signs 
were installed at the same 
time as the fence on Rock-
way Holdings’ property was 
installed, but now the rules 
are different and are being 
enforced,” said Shantz.

Beyond parking, he add-
ed that visitors to the area 
have been leaving behind 
trash, with receptacles 
overflowing, as the GRCA 
is not collecting garbage 
at its sites. He suggested 
those using the park take 
their trash, including dog 
waste, home with them, as 
per GRCA guidelines.

to be ignored. There were 
also five cars parked in the 
church parking lot that I’m 
sure were not employees.”

The longstanding issues 
at the park recently came 
on the township’s radar 
when concerns were raised 
by Rockway Holdings 
Limited, which owns land 
at 1236 and 1277 Snyder’s 
Flats Rd., operating a grav-
el pit on the northern side. 

The company had noticed 
that people continue to 
flock to the site when it 
was closed through much 
of the spring, trespassing 
on its property in doing do.

Rockway is proposing 
the permanent closure of 
the Snyder’s Flats Road 
west of the Bloomingdale 
Mennonite Church, noting 
it’s interested in a land swap 
with the GRCA that would 

Adjacent property owner looking to township for authority to issues tickets at Bloomingdale location

Mike Murray
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Managing Stress
There are things you can do to help manage your stress

Local, professional mental health support is available. Call Here 24/7 1-844-437-3247.

Take breaks from 
the news and social 
media. Be mindful

of information overload.

Connect with others.
Talk with people you

trust about your concerns
and how you are feeling.

Take care of your body.
Try to eat well, be active

indoors, get plenty of sleep
and avoid alcohol and drugs.

Make time to unwind.
Try to do some

activities you enjoy.

regionofwaterloo.ca/COVID19
woolwich.ca/COVID19Subscribe to these

websites if you are
looking for regular

updates on COVID19

concerns about the pro-
posed gravel pit.

The residents association 
argues, however, that many 
concerns remain, including 
issues that should trouble 
the GRCA in light of red 
flags raised by third-party 
reviews of documents sub-
mitted by Capital Paving.

“The issues raised in 
the peer review strike the 
HCRA as precisely the is-
sues that should continue 
to be of concern to the 
GRCA,” said association 
members Bonnie Bryant 
and Susan Campbell in the 
letter sent to the region and 
township.

Suspicions were raised 
when the residents dis-
covered representatives of 
the gravel industry sit on 
the Grand River Conserva-
tion Foundation, which is 
a fundraising charity for 
GRCA projects and pro-
grams.

“[W]e are very concerned 
about the fact that three of 
the directors of the GRCA 
foundation are represen-
tatives of the aggregate 
industry. It is troubling 
that while Capital Paving 
has an aggregate appli-
cation before the region 
and the township, a senior 
executive of the company 
is on the board of the GRCA 

foundation,” Bryant and 
Campbell wrote. “There 
is, at the very least, a per-
ceived conflict of inter-
est when a commenting 
agency with the respon-
sibility to comment on an 
aggregate application has 
several representatives of 
the aggregate industry on 
the board of directors of its 
fundraising arm.”

But GRCA spokesperson 
Cam Linwood countered 
there is no overlap between 
the groups, and thus no 
conflict.

“From a governance per-
spective, the Grand River 
Conservation Foundation 
(GRCF) and Grand River 
Conservation Authority 
(GRCA) are two separate 
legal entities with two sep-
arate boards and two sep-
arate bylaws that include 
conflict of interest provi-
sions,” he said in an email.

“The members of the 
GRCF board are not in-
volved in the GRCA’s 
review of planning ap-
plications or other GRCA 
operational matters and 
were not involved in this 
application.”

In an interview, Bryant 
said she remains to be con-
vinced there’s no conflict 
of interest.

“It’s still part of the 
GRCA. The mere appear-

ance of gravel companies 
sitting on the foundation 
gives the perception there 
is a conflict,” she said of 
the foundation.

That issue aside, resi-
dents still have many prob-
lems with the proposal, 
Bryant added, citing noise, 
dust, traffic and environ-
mental concerns.

“There are so many 
things wrong with this ap-

plication,” she said, calling 
a gravel pit incompatible 
with surrounding land 
uses. “The village is firmly 
opposed to this – nobody 
wants it.”

Having received the 
letter from the HCRA, the 
township intends to stay 
out of the dispute.

“We’re not going to be 
commenting on it,” said 
manager of planning Jer-

 �MARYHILL: Residents' group sees potential conflict, presses township and region to disregard GRCA's comments
FROM 01

emy Vink of the associa-
tion’s letter to the GRCA.

What the township is 
doing is continuing to eval-
uate Capital Paving’s appli-
cation. Reports submitted 
by the applicant are being 
reviewed by third parties, 
with Woolwich seeking 
changes and clarification 
from the company as the 
evaluation moves along.

“We’re back and forth 

with peer reviews at this 
point,” said Vink. “We’re still 
going through the process.”

Given that it’s an “exten-
sive” application, he sees 
the process continuing for 
a few more months, with 
a report coming back to 
Woolwich council in the 
early fall at the soonest.

“They knew this wasn’t 
going to go quickly,” he 
said of Capital Paving.

Capital Paving is looking to mine gravel from what is now farmland around 1195 Forester Rd, south of Maryhill. [SUBMITTED]
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Monday June 22, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.

THE THIRTY-SIXTH
ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING
of the

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTRE

All Community 
Members within

WCHC’s
service area

are invited to attend

All Community 

Please contact Heather Lambie at hlambie@wchc.on.ca 
in advance to be provided an electronic invitation 

to the meeting by June 19th.

Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Free blood pressure  
 monitoring

• Free blood sugar
 monitor training

• Medication review 
 Meds-Check

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

POTATO SALAD 
OUR OWN CREAMY

NEW ITEM:

 ASPARAGUS IS HERE!
FRESH LOCAL 

He grew up in East York, 
a very multicultural com-
munity, and attended East 
York Collegiate, which was 
home to some 50 different 
nationalities.

“I learned a lot about 
working with people and 
working with different cul-
tures,” he said.

Early on in his engineer-
ing career, Murray would 
be meeting with the mayor 
of Inuvik, chief and band 
council as well as some of 
the community members, 
an experience he relished.

“It was challenging and 
fascinating, and also made 
me realize that as much as 
I enjoyed consulting, it was 
[about] the clients.”

Murray holds bachelor 
and master’s degrees in 
chemical and environ-
mental engineering. Upon 
graduation, Murray began 
working as a consulting 
engineer for the first seven 
years of his career. From 
that Toronto experience, 
Murray next decided to 
take a leap and headed 
north to Inuvik, Nunavut, 
where he worked for a con-
sulting engineering com-
pany. The job focused on 
water supply  and wastewa-
ter systems.

“It was fascinating. We 
were building some of the 
first water supply systems 
in [smaller] Indigenous 
communities in the west-
ern Arctic. This was the 

late 1980s, and up until 
that point they didn’t have 
treated water systems.”

After Nunavut’s novelty 
began to wear off, Murray 
then headed to Winnipeg 
and continued his work for 
the same consulting com-
pany for municipal and 
First Nations clients. It was 
in Manitoba where his two 
children were born, but he 
and his wife decided to re-
turn to Ontario to be closer 
to their extended families. 
After looking at a couple of 
different areas, they settled 
on Waterloo.

Murray then applied to 
the region in 1992 as a wa-
ter resources engineer in 
the water services division. 
There, he was the first per-

son to work on the region’s 
source water protection 
plan.

“We were breaking 
new ground in Canada 
on source water manage-
ment.” 

After nearly five years, 
he moved up into the po-
sition of commissioner of 
transportation and envi-
ronmental services [public 
works]. In 2004, with the 
retirement of CAO Gerry 
Thompson retired, he 
become the senior-most 
administrator.

“I guess I was in the right 
place at the right time,” he 
said of taking on the role 
he would occupy for the 
next 16 years. “We came 
here, [Waterloo] with a five-

year plan, and almost 30 
years later, here we are.”

During his tenure, he’s 
seen more than a few 
changes in the region, pin-
pointing growth, increased 
diversity and an evolving 
economy as the three most 
significant.

Bruce Lauckner was 
named last week as Mur-

ray’s replacement, though 
the exact date of the han-
dover, expected in July, has 
yet to be determined

“Mike has been such 
an awesome CAO for the 
region,” said Lauckner, 
noting that filling his shoes 
will be difficult task, one 
for which he’ll rely on Mur-
ray for some guidance and 
wisdom.

With retirement on the 
horizon, Murray said he 
plans to remain active with 
pastimes such as cycling, 
white-water canoeing and 
cross-country skiing. A 
wilderness canoe trip this 
summer is first on the list 
when he walks out of the 
CAO’s office for the last 
time.

 CAO: Region names new chief administrator, with July the likely timeline for a transfer of power 
FROM 03

Bruce Lauckner

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Two local hospitals in Wa-
terloo Region are going to 
see a $9-million funding 
increase from the Ontario 
government. 

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris and 
Kitchener-South Hespeler 
MPP Amy Fee last week 
announced $9,156,400 
will be divided between 
Grand River Hospital and 
St. Mary’s General Hospital 
to help with current and 
future demands for regular 
service. Grand River will 
receive $5,549,000 – an in-
crease of 2.3 per cent over 
last year – while St. Mary’s 
will receive $3,607,400 – an 
increase of 2.6 per cent.

This funding comes from 

Pair of local hospitals receive $9-million funding increase
Grand River and St. Mary’s get help from province in order to meet current and future demands

an overall $3.3-billion in-
crease for the health sector 
that was put into the gov-
ernment’s “mini budget” in 
April. Of that, $925 million 
was set aside for hospitals. 

Harris says this was 
done because there has 
been added pressure on 
the hospital system to cope 
with the assistance that has 
been provided to the long-
term care facilities across 
the province. 

“Part of this funding 
does go to the fact that we 
know that’s there’s going to 
be a little bit of extra bur-
den on the hospital team 
now that they’re going 
to be taking some of that 
responsibility on (work-
ing with long-term care 
homes),” said Harris.

The funding will be 

used by the hospitals “as 
they see fit” and is not ear-
marked for any particular 
projects. In a statement 
released on the day the 
funding was announced, 
Ron Gagnon, CEO of Grand 
River Hospital says they 
plan to use it to ensure they 
have the equipment, staff 
and resources needed to 
continue providing care. 

“Grand River Hospital 
appreciates the increase 
in funding we will receive 
this year from the pro-
vincial government. This 
funding will go toward 
helping us ensure we have 
the equipment, staff and 
resources we need to up-
hold our commitment to 
the community to provide 
timely, equitable care,” said 
Gagnon.“Especially during 

times like these, we are re-
minded of the importance 
of appropriately-funded 
hospitals that allow us to 
serve our community and 
provide excellent care. We 
look forward to continuing 
to work with the govern-
ment to plan for the care 
and resources our com-
munity needs today and 
future needs.”

St. Mary’s General Hos-
pital president Lee Fair-
clough also welcomed the 
increase, saying it will go 
towards ensuring they are 
able to continue to provide 
care for those in the region 
and it comes at a good time 
as the hospital faces “in-
creasing pressure for ser-
vice given the rapid growth 
in the region.”

Harris said he would 

not be surprised if there 
is more funding coming 
to the hospital system, 
though nothing is planned 
for this time. There was, 
however, $75 million put 
into the spring “mini bud-
get” which was committed 
to supply personal protec-
tive equipment to frontline 
staff. 

There is also $50 million 
put aside for the “Working 
Together Fund” that helps 
Ontario businesses and 
the province become self 
reliant on manufacturing 
PPE here in the province so 
we’re not reliant on foreign 
supply chains.

Maintaining supplies of 
PPE proved challenging 
right from the beginning 
of the pandemic, as juris-
dictions around the globe 
competed for a relatively 
small supply.

Harris said the govern-
ment is listening to the 
public’s concerns, deter-
mining what needs have 
yet to be met. Residents 
with questions or issues are 
encouraged to contact his 
office, even if it’s not a pro-
vincial matter.

Mike Harris, MPP
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Waterloo Regional Police 
Service this week reopened 
their facilities to the public.

Police have implemented 
several health and safety 
measures as part of their 
recovery plan:

Visitors to WRPS facil-
ities will continue to be 
screened prior to entry.

Six-feet markers have 
been placed on the floor to 
remind people to practice 
physical distancing.

Hand sanitizer stations 
have been set up at main 
entrances to aid proper 
hand hygiene.

To ensure physical dis-

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

JUNE 4

 ■ 9:06 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded to 
the area of Woolwich Street 
in Breslau for a theft report. 
The complainant advised 
that suspect(s) entered his 
company vehicle, damaged 
the steering column and stole 
tools. It is believed that the 
theft occurred sometime over-
night. Some tools were later 
recovered on the property. 
Anyone with information is 
encouraged to contact police 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 

Waterloo Regional Police reopen facilities to the public

tancing, limited entry has 
been imposed at some 
WRPS facilities.

North, Central, and 
South Divisions will reopen 
to the public on reduced 
hours (8 a.m., to 4 p.m.).

Police are encouraging 
everyone to continue to do 
their part to limit the spread 
of COVID-19. Citizens are re-
minded to only visit service 
buildings if necessary, sched-
ule appointments when re-
quested/required and adhere 
to physical distancing guide-
lines, police said in a release.

All community programs 
and meetings scheduled to 

be held within WRPS facil-
ities continue to be post-
poned until further notice.

Collision Reporting 
Services have remained 
open and continue to offer 
services at both our Police 
Reporting Centre at Head-
quarters and North Divi-
sion in Waterloo.

Applications for police 
record checks can be sub-
mitted online only.  Record 
checks will be made avail-
able for pick up at our three 
main divisions (Columbia 
Street, Frederick Street and 
Hespeler Road) or will be 
mailed via Canada Post.  

inside the lobby by smashing 
it and set a barbeque on fire 
outside the building. Officers 
determined the suspect’s 
identity, charging a 28-year-
old Fergus man with ‘arson’ 
and ‘mischief under $5,000.’ 
The accused is scheduled to 
appear in the Ontario Court of 
Justice – Guelph on August 11 
to answer to the charges. 

 ■ 9:03 PM | Police were 
dispatched to William Street, 
Elmira address following 
a report of a break-in. The 
complainant advised that she 
observed an individual enter 
the school through a window. 
The school was checked 
and found to be secure. The 
security company was advised 
of the incident and confirmed 
that no alarm was triggered. 

JUNE 7

 ■ 4:35 PM | A Sawmill Road, 
Woolwich resident reported the 
theft of a deer feeder from their 
property. The investigation is 
ongoing. Anyone with informa-
tion is encouraged to contact 
Waterloo Regional Police. 

 ■ 9:01 PM |A complainant 
advised that the front doors 
to her business, located on 
Snyder’s Road in Baden, were 

damaged sometime between 
June 6 at 8 p.m and June 7 
at 11 a.m.  No entry was made 
into the building and nothing 
was reported stolen. Waterloo 
Regional Police continue to 
investigate, with no suspects 
at this time.

JUNE 8

 ■ 2:45 PM | The Perth Coun-
ty OPP laid a charge in relation 
to a two-vehicle collision that 
occurred June 3 on Line 56A 
in the Township of Perth East. 
The investigation revealed 
that one vehicle was stopped, 
waiting to turn at an intersec-
tion, when the second vehicle 
did not stop in time, causing a 
rear-end collision. Two people 
were transported to hospital 
with non-life-threatening inju-
ries. A 50-year-old driver from 
Perth East has been charged 
with ‘careless driving.’ Anyone 
with information regarding 
this or any incident is asked to 
call the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 
or online at www.opp.ca/
reporting. Should you wish to 
remain anonymous you can 
call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477 (TIPS) or leave an 
anonymous online message at 
http://hc-cs.ca where you may 
be eligible to receive a cash 
reward of up to $2,000.

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

The number of cornavirus 
cases in Waterloo Region 
continues to stabilize at 
low levels, with just a few 
new cases daily and no fa-
talities in the past week.

As of Wednesday, the 
Public Health department 
was reporting 110 active 
cases of COVID-19, the 
same number as a week 
earlier, with new cases 
being offset by those that 
have been resolved. Over-
all, there have been 1,183 
people infected with the 
virus since the first occur-
rence in late-February. Of 

Region moves into phase two of reopening with stable virus levels
those, 958 have been re-
solved (81 per cent). 

Of the region’s 115 corona-
virus-related fatalities, more 
than 80 per cent reported in 
long-term care and retire-
ment homes. Even those 
institutional outbreaks are 
on the decline, with the Pub-
lic Health department mon-
itoring just two locations as 
of midweek; 34 others have  
declared their outbreaks to 
be over.

Those over the age of 80  
make up the highest per-
centage of those afflicted at 
19 per cent. People in their 
50s make up 16 per cent of 
the cases, followed by those 
in their 20s at 15 per cent. 

The next highest group is 
those in their 30s and 40s 
(14 per cent each), followed 
by those in their 60s (11 per 
cent), and 70s (eight per 
cent). Those under the age 
of 20 make up three per 
cent of cases. The instances 
of those under 30 testing 
positive have been growing 
as a percentage since earlier 
in the outbreak.

Public Health reports 
more testing is being 
carried out, which acting 
medical officer of health 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang indicates 
as partly responsible for 
the increase in the number 
of cases.

The overall downward 

trend puts the region in a 
good position as the province 
moves to phase two of its 
reopening plan, she noted.

The province this week 
announced the loosening 
of restrictions, paving the 
way for the reopening of 
outdoor patios, daycare 
centres and programs such 
as day camps.

At midweek, the Wel-
lington-Dufferin-Guelph 
(WDG) Public Health 
reported 409 cases of 
COVID-19 to date. Of those 
cases, 282  have been re-
solved showing a recovery 
rate of 71.3 per cent. There 
have been 35 deaths in the 
catchment area, a number 

unchanged since last week.
The area has been pre-

paring for the phase two 
openings, medical officer 
of health Dr. Nicola Mer-
cer said in a statement 
Wednesday.

“Moving our region to 
phase two is an important 
next step. As we move to 
reopen, we must always 
look to balance the eco-
nomic needs of our region 
with the health and safety 
of the public,” she said.

“The best available evi-
dence indicates face cover-
ings reduce the possibility of 
transmission of COVID-19. 
By ensuring we can move to 
phase two in the safest way 

possible, we are all making 
an investment in a safer 
community.”

The Ministry of Health 
reports 31,341 cases of 
the novel coronavirus in 
Ontario, an increase of 0.7 
per cent over the previ-
ous day. There have been 
2,475 deaths attributed to 
the virus, representing a 
mortality rate of 7.9 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
25,380 cases (81 per cent) 
have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
96,653 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 nationwide, with 
7,897 related deaths, a mor-
tality rate of  8.2 per cent. 

Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

 ■ 10:09 AM | A township 
vehicle was involved in a 
minor collision while travelling 
along Erb Street in Elmira. The 
vehicle swerved and struck a 
hydro pole, sustaining minor 
damage. No injuries were 
reported.

 ■ 7:59 PM |  Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to the area of Snyder’s Road 
East in Wilmot Township for 
a report of a break-and-enter 
at an abandoned property. 

The complainant advised that 
several individuals were seen 
entering the building, but 
there was no one remaining 
when officers arrived.

JUNE 5

 ■ 7:58 PM | Waterloo Re-
gional Police responded to the 
area of Bridge Street East in 
Woolwich for a single-vehicle 
collision. A red Mitsubishi 
was travelling west on Bridge 
Street when it lost control and 
struck a guardrail. The vehicle 
sustained severe damage. No 

injuries were reported. 

 ■ 8:44 PM | A single-vehicle 
collision brought police to the 
area of Queens Bush Road in 
Wellesley. The driver lost con-
trol while attempting to make 
a left turn, striking a tree. The 
vehicle sustained severe front-
end damage. As a result of the 
investigation, the driver was 
issued a three-day suspension 
for providing a sample in 
warn range. No injuries were 
reported. 

JUNE 6

 ■ 6:20 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to the area of Arthur Street 
South  and Sawmill Road for a 
single-vehicle collision. A grey 
Toyota was travelling south on 
Arthur Street when it struck a 
deer crossing the road.   The 
vehicle sustained severe front-
end damage, but no injuries 
were reported. 

 ■ 9:45 AM | Wellington 
County OPP responded to a 
report of arson and mischief 
at an apartment building on 
Forfar Street East in Fergus. 
Officers discovered that at 
approximately 2 a.m., an 
intoxicated individual caused 
damage to a newspaper stand 

The splashpad in Elmira remains closed pending a decision on reopening recreational facilities.

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

We may be heading into 
what would be the start of 
traditional summer activ-
ities, but there’s nothing 
traditional about this sea-
son. For kids, residential 
and day camps have been 
cancelled or cutback, 
while the likes of pools and 
splashpads remain shut-
tered indefinitely.

Fate of local summer 
programs up in the air

The Grand River Con-
servation Authority, for 
instance, has cancelled all 
of its day camps this sum-
mer, despite the province 
allowing such services to 
be offered as part of phase 
two of its reopening plan.

That being the case, the 
GRCA said the risks out-
weighed the reward, opting 
for the cancellation.

“This was a very difficult 
decision, we know how 

much our campers and 
families enjoy the nature 
activities, games and out-
door experiences offered at 
our camps, but the health 
and safety of our campers 
and staff remain our high-
est priority,” said Tracey 
Ryan, the agency’s manag-
er of environmental educa-
tion and restoration.“Our 
traditional summer camps 
would not be the same un-
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Elmira Farmers 
Market is opening 

Saturday
June 13th

at 8:00 a.m. under strict 
Covid-19 guidelines.

Congratulations!!

For more information call
519-504-1925

Specializing in local products.
New Vendors Welcome!

Any questions feel free to call 
and ask Allan @ 519-504-1925

ences, things will look a 
little different than pre-
vious years for those who 
attend. From the number 
of people allowed in at a 
time to mandatory hand 
sanitization, the corona-
virus has forced changes 
on every retailer, farmers’ 
markets included.

Martin says there will 
now only be one entrance 
and exit to the farmers’ 
market area that sees more 
than 400 people come 
out each weekend, with 
everything being roped off 
so they can monitor the 
number of people going in 
at any time. There will be a 
limit of 50 people allowed 
in at once, and everyone 
who enters must sanitize 
or wash their hands before 
going in. Sanitizer will also 
be available at each ven-
dor’s booth. Masks are not 
being deemed mandatory 
and are to be used at the 
discretion of customers.

At the St. Jacobs Farm-
ers’ Market, many of the 
same health and safety 
measures have been imple-
mented, including limiting 
the number of entrances to 
one, limiting the number 
of people allowed inside 
and not opening certain 
vendors that sell items 
such as fast food.

Leanne McGray, market 
manager, says the experi-
ence will not be the same 
as visitors have come to 
expect, noting customers 
need to adjust to the neces-
sary changes.

 “We have to all be flexi-
ble and expect something 
new, and you have to be 
flexible and try something 
new. Our vendors are sell-
ing in different ways, our 
access is different and it 
looks different, so I think 
I would like people to un-
derstand that it’s going to 

be a little bit different,” 
said McGray. “There’s a 
new normal for everybody 
and we all have to be a little 
bit more patient and a bit 
more accommodating.” 

A fence has been put up 
around the outdoor market 
so the number of people in-
side can be limited to about 
300 at any given time. The 
number of people allowed 
inside the indoor market 
has also been changed to 
60. Customer will also see 
arrows on the floor guiding 
them along the path they 
must follow, and social dis-
tancing signs are in place 
to encourage people to stay 
six feet apart.

While the news for Wool-
wich shoppers is good, 
not all farmers’ markets in 
the region will be taking 
advantage of new provin-
cial rules, as is the case in 
Wellesley, where organizers 
have chosen to forego the 
summer opening and wait 
until the fall.

“The Wellesley Farmers’ 
Market has decided to de-
lay our opening from our 
normal June timeline to 
instead run a fall market 
for this year. We plan to 
open for September and 
part of October,” said the 
organizing committee in 
a statement. “…This was a 
very difficult decision for 
the committee to make. 
The desire to be able to 

open for our community 
and continue to be a ser-
vice to them was balanced 
against the safety of our 
vendors and our communi-
ty members in (the) wake 
of COVID-19.”

The committee contin-
ued by saying they looked 
at a number of factors 
before coming to the deci-
sion, maintaining that de-
laying the opening was the 
best approach that would 
ensure everyone’s safety. 
Because of their current 
location, the risk of people 
congregating was high and 
to follow social distancing 
measures they would have 
had to “move locations, be-
come an uncovered market 
and find more volunteers 
to help administer the new 
way of life with COVID-19.”

They also say the stress 
of a volunteer-run market 
would be too much in try-
ing to follow the guidelines 
put in place.

“We have seen some of 
the setbacks already when 
the guidelines were lifted 
for parks and other areas, 
which contributed to the 
concerns around maintain-
ing compliance with the 
rules for our market.”

The Elmira Farmers’ 
Market, which operates 
from a Maple Street park-
ing lot, is open Saturdays 
until the end of October 
from 8 a.m. to 1:30  p.m.

 �MARKETS: Operators have made many changes 
to accommodate required health and safety protocols
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The St. Jacobs Farmers' Market has reopened, but with controls on access.

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Reduced service as rider-
ship dropped dramatically 
may have helped Grand 
River Transit lower its 
carbon footprint, but the 
agency is looking for lon-
ger-term solutions in the 
form of electric buses.

In a plan adopted last 
week by Region of Waterloo 
council, GRT will no longer 
be buying diesel buses as 
of next year, shifting to the 
purchase of hybrid vehicles 
and then fully electric ve-
hicles starting in 2022.

It’s part of a plan that’s 
been in the works since 
last year, part of the re-
gion’s strategy to reduce its 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Regional council approves electric bus strategy for Grand River Transit
The initial shift is ex-

pected to cost $23 million. 
Each hybrid bus is estimat-
ed to cost $900,000, with 
electric buses coming in 
slightly higher at about $1.2 
million apiece. Peter Zinck, 
director of transit services 
for Grand River Transit, 
says about 40 hybrid bus-
ses will be purchased over 
the next four years to re-
place current buses in the 
fleet. In addition to that, 11 
fully electric buses will be 
purchased – six in 2022 and 
five in 2023 – and piloted 
throughout the region.

Zinck says the savings 
coming from this program 
are not simple calculations, 
but GRT has determined 
there would be a signifi-
cant savings in terms of 

energy and maintenance. 
“Diesel versus electric, 

there’s about a 40 per cent 
on those fuel savings,” said 
Zinck. “There’s a signif-
icant savings to do that; 
there’s not a lot of infor-
mation on maintenance 
savings, but there will be 
savings in terms of brake 
wear and also the fact that 
there isn’t an engine that 
has to drive with moving 
parts. So, there will be fu-
ture savings in that area.”

There will also be no in-
crease to staff who would 
work specifically on the 
new vehicles, as Zinck says 
the current staff will be 
trained to perform mainte-
nance, as was the case with 
some dozen employees 
who work on the current 

hybrid buses in the fleet.
Mid-sized buses will also 

be purchased later this year 
for use starting 2021. Zinck 
says those vehicles would 
be used in areas where 
tighter turning maneuvers 
are required and where 
ridership is lower. That, 
too, will be a pilot program 
run by the region.

The latest spending deci-
sion comes despite the coro-
navirus-related downturn 
that saw ridership decline 
drastically and revenues fall 
to zero when fares were re-
moved in April and May. 

Zinck said the conver-
sion program was deemed 
necessary, offering many 
positive aspects, including 
fighting climate change, at 
this time. 

“Obviously, the priori-
ty here was to move into 
the electric bus field and 
so they’re doing that and 
we’re also tracking and 
expecting to see addition-
al funding opportunities 
through the federal govern-
ment,” said Zinck.

In 2024, staff will re-
view results of the electric 
bus pilot and update the 
strategy at that time. Zinck 
says there are currently 
no plans to adjust the pro-
gram in its current format, 
however, if funding comes 
in from the federal govern-
ment – which previously 
committed to fund 5,000 
electric vehicles in the fu-
ture – or other source, then 
they will look at expanding 
their electric bus fleet more 

quickly. 
“What we’ve heard from 

council is that they’d like 
to accelerate if the technol-
ogy or funding opportuni-
ties change. So, if we get 
additional funding or the 
battery technology chang-
es which makes an electric 
bus more operationally 
feasible then those are the 
two things I see us reacting 
to,” said Zinck.

Also included in the new 
plan is the implementa-
tion anti-idling technolo-
gy – which programs the 
vehicle to turn off if there 
is no activity by the driver 
during a certain amount of 
time – enhancing engine 
tune-ups to reduce emis-
sions and improve fuel 
economy. 

 �UP IN THE AIR: Many summer programs already 
cancelled as COVID-19 concerns linger in the community
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der COVID-19 restrictions. 
It’s difficult to imagine 
a nature camp without a 
campfire circle, interactive 
and team activities and 
adventures.”

The GRCA has a “low-
risk threshold” for the 
health and safety of partic-
ipants, choosing to “err on 
the side of health and safe-
ty for all the right reasons” 
by cancelling, she added.

Municipal-run day camps 
may be an option. While Wa-
terloo, for example, has an-
nounced it will be running 
some programs starting 
July 6. Woolwich, however, 
has yet to make a decision 
on its programs. Likewise, a 
decision on whether to re-
open the pool or splashpad 

in Elmira is still pending, 
perhaps following a council 
meeting next week.

The township did this 
week cancel all of its 
in-person arts and culture 
events, including the annu-
al Canada Day festivities. 
The move was made to 
support physical distanc-
ing measures and stem the 
spread of the coronavirus.

“There’s been discussion 
regarding having these 
events or not, it came to a 
final decision just to ensure 
the safety of the public 
(and) we wouldn’t be able 
to effectively provide safety 
protocols to ensure proper 
physical distancing mea-
sures,” said Marie Malcolm, 
community program and 
inclusion coordinator with 

the Township of Woolwich. 
“We know that Canada 
Day is a huge event that 
everyone likes to enjoy in 
person, but ensuring the 
safety of our community 
members (means) unfortu-
nately we do have to make 
the decision to cancel.”

In lieu of the regular cel-
ebrations to commemorate 
the birth of our country, 
the township is planning to 
have a virtual event posted 
on their website in time for 
Canada Day 2020. Included 
in these types of festivities 
would be crafts and games 
that can be done at home. 
Entertainment is also be-
ing lined up and this will 
be pre-recorded or live and 
all will be available to view 
online.
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Plenty to talk about when it comes to affordable housing
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

The COVID-19 crisis has 
brought into the spotlight 
a number of social issues, 

from income inequality to the 
availability of health care. Add to 
that list homelessness and afford-
able housing.

Which is precisely what the KW 
Community Foundation is doing 
June 18 in its online series called 
the “Do More Good Dialogues.”

Affordable housing is a top-of-
mind subject in the region, even 
in rural areas such as Woolwich 
and Wellesley. 

While there’s been a push for 
more housing options, in part 
driven by provincial policies 
being forced on municipalities, 
affordability isn’t always part of 
the equation.

In the townships, there have 
been a few housing projects 
aimed at seniors, but, again, 
affordability hasn’t been the top 

priority. Two Elmira projects re-
cently in the news, for instance, 
aim to provide apartment-style 
options, but pricing isn’t a selling 
feature of the applicants in either 
case. One is an apartment build-
ing aimed at the rental market, 
with the emphasis on market 
rates, and the other a higher-end 
condominium complex. 

Neither addresses the afford-
ability option, except for making 
an argument that apartments are 
typically less pricey than renting 
or buying a single-family home. 

Aside from projects by the likes 
of MennoHomes – the Foundry in 
Elmira, for instance – or Habitat 
for Humanity, affordability isn’t a 
given when expanding the range 
of options.

Across the country, the cost 
of renting an apartment is out-
pacing wage growth, particularly 
those working at or near the min-

imum wage.
There isn’t a single neigh-

bourhood in Canada’s biggest 
cities – the Greater Toronto Area 
and Metro Vancouver – where a 
full-time minimum wage worker 
could afford a modest one- or 
two-bedroom apartment without 
spending more than 30 per cent 
of their earnings, which is Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corpo-
ration’s income threshold for 
spending on core housing needs.

One of the most significant 
drivers of rental wage increases 
since the 1990s has been the drop 
in new purpose-built rental con-
struction (apartments) in favour 
of condominium buildings

The rising cost of buying a 
home is ultimately reflected in 
higher rental rates – the issues 
are linked. Not by any stretch of 
the imagination could it be said 
that buying a house in this area 

is affordable, particularly for 
first-timers. The crunch gets even 
larger the closer one gets to the 
GTA. 

Housing prices have been 
over-inflated largely by easy 
credit, a situation the federal 
government has moved on, but 
prices continue to rise. There has 
been some movement on creating 
more affordable house – rent-
geared-to-income projects, for in-
stance – but demand far outstrips 
supply. There’s some indication 
housing prices may fall due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and resul-
tant downturn in the economy, 
but they have yet to materialize.

Ontario’s Ford government has 
targeted planning and growth 
restrictions imposed by its pre-
decessor as a culprit in housing 
shortages. Opening up more 
land to development and easing 
restrictions on developers would 

increase supply and, thus, lower 
costs over time. It’s a dubious as-
sumption, particularly in the GTA 
where the influx of newcomers 
will undoubtedly outpace new 
construction. 

Even leaving aside the environ-
mental concerns and the benefits 
of axing sweeping policy restric-
tions imposed on all municipal-
ities, there’s still a real fear that 
Ford’s moves will favour a hand-
ful of supporters at the broader 
public’s expanse – sprawl, con-
gestion, changed neighbour-
hoods – and still do nothing to 
make more housing available, 
particularly the affordable kind.

There’s a gap between increas-
ing housing prices and stagnating 
wages at the heart of affordability 
crisis. Nothing will be resolved 
until population easing dramati-
cally reduces demands and wages 
grow to close the gap. 

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

W hat do you do if 
you are in charge 
of dealing with 

the pandemic and the 
number of deaths is getting 
out of control?

Simple. Stop publishing 
the number.

Brazil’s President Jair 
Bolsonaro has been having 
a bad time with the pan-
demic. His default mode 
has been callous disin-
terest: when told in early 
May that the country’s 
COVID-19 death toll had 
reached 5,000, he said “So 
what? I’m sorry. What do 
you want me to do?”

When the number 
reached 30,000 dead early 
this month, he tried a philo-
sophical tone instead: “I re-
gret every death, but that’s 
everyone’s destiny.” But 
the victims’ families and 

Brazil's populist 
pandemic response

friends remain unreason-
ably fixated on the question 
of why they had to die from 
coronavirus this month 
rather than of something 
else many years from now, 
and blame Bolsonaro for 
their untimely departure.

So on Sunday, with Bra-
zil’s death toll about to pass 
40,000 and become second 
only to that of the United 
States, Bolsonaro stopped 
his government from pub-
lishing the total any more.

From now on, only to-
The new normal may take more than a little bit of getting used to.

“You need to look at who the information is coming from 
and consider if it is based on evidence or opinion. For 
instance, traditional news media works from a code of 
ethics that ensures it communicates verifi able facts.”

UW Prof.  Shana MacDonald explains how to spot 
fake information online

As the province begins to slowly emerge from the 
worst of the pandemic, a new poll shows that Ontari-
ans overwhelmingly agree on what the government's 
priority should be next: strengthening our health care 
and long-term care: 98% say long-term care specif-
ically should be a focus for this government, while 
96% say health care generally should be a priority.

Nanos Research poll

DYER | 10
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Recognizing journalism's role in our democracy a good first step

R egional council’s unan-
imous endorsement of 
a resolution supporting 

local news is more support, if 
nothing else, for an embattled 
industry.

“Therefore Be It Resolved that 
Waterloo Regional Council rec-
ognizes that a healthy, profes-
sional news media is essential 
to the proper functioning of de-
mocracy in the region; urges oth-
er municipal councils within the 
region and across Canada to rec-
ognize that a robust news media 
is essential to the proper func-
tioning of democracy in their ju-
risdictions; endorses legislation 
and regulations to support and 
rejuvenate news outlets across 
Canada; and urges the federal 
government to move quickly to 
pass legislation to ensure an eco-
system for a healthy news media 
to serve all Canadians.”

The resolution was the brain-
child of a group of retired and 
former journalists, many of them 
from the Waterloo Region Re-
cord, operating under the moni-
ker of Ink-Stained Wretches. 

Former Record reporter and 
editor Mirko Petricevic is the 
lead ink-stigator of the project, 
which evolved from an email 
group of a dozen or so of his for-
mer colleagues.

“For some time, I’ve been 
thinking ‘how can we mobilize?’ 
There’s this huge fraternity of 
ex-journalists who are out there 
– you hear all these numbers, 
there’s hundreds and thousands 
of journalists losing work mov-
ing out into other forms of work 
since the big recession in 2008. 
How can we sort of get together 
and do something?” he explains 
of the origins of the campaign.

“So I just kind of threw it out 
there to the to the rest of the 
people – let’s see if we can build 
some support for journalism, for 
local journalism.”

Beyond the resolution being 
circulated to municipalities across 
the country, the group has no 
other asks, though its website 
does provide links to reports and 
organizations looking to tackle the 
problems in the news industry.

There’s also a petition that 

calls for politicians to help shape 
an environment conducive to 
journalism. “We encourage our 
elected leaders to enact legisla-
tion to shape an ecosystem that 
supports one of the crucial foun-
dations of a functioning democ-
racy: reliable, local journalism.”

Long seen by many – especial-
ly by those in the industry, not 
surprisingly – as a cornerstone 
of democracy, newspapers have 
faced some tough sledding of 
late. For the dailies in particular, 
falling circulation and advertis-
ing revenues have led to cuts and 
closures. Certainly not good for 
those working in the media, but 
worse still for accountability.

Besieged by new technologies, 
fragmentation in the market and 
what seems to be an increasingly 
detached citizenry, newspapers 
do have much to worry about. 
But the industry has been its 
own worst enemy in many cases, 
as concentration of ownership 
led to homogenization and a 
decline in quality, often fueled 

by new corporate masters more 
concerned with stock prices than 
with the good journalism. Sure, 
there’s a steady stream of infor-
mation – from the likes of Google 
and Facebook – but there’s pre-
cious little in the way of the me-
dia’s essential role: coverage of 
governments, the courts, public 
officials and the like. 

That gap in a prime democratic 
function is the focus of reports 
such as 2017’s The Shattered Mir-
ror: News, Democracy and Trust 
in the Digital Age, cited by the 
Ink-Stained Wretches’ resolution.

In assessing the health of the 
media, the study looks at funding 
models, including tax incentives 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

and perhaps subsidies, that could 
support journalistic organizations. 
The report is replete with ideas for 
both preserving real journalism 
and finding ways to fund it. The 
latter is a big part of the formu-
la, as doing real news coverage 
requires resources – there is no 
end of people willing to blog or 
tweet about sports or celebrities, 
for example, but few who’ll wade 
through mounds of budget doc-
uments or sit through an endless 
stream of government meetings, 
hearings and commissions. The 
former is chaff that serves little 
purpose, while the latter is the life-
blood of a democracy that relies 
on an informed citizenry. 

Ironically, even as we’re flood-
ed with information – from on-
line news sources to Facebook 
and Twitter and that ilk – there’s 
a greater need for a source to filter 
and interpret all of that raw data. 
That’s precisely what newspapers 
have been doing for centuries.

And while more people go on-
line to get their news, few people 

are aware that most of the mate-
rial provided by news aggrega-
tors such as Google or endlessly 
rehashed by bloggers comes 
from newspapers, the organiza-
tions with trained journalists on 
the ground, attending meetings 
and poring through documents.

“[I]f the decline of print jour-
nalism holds implications for 
the wellbeing of our democracy, 
then the newspaper business is 
not like just any industry. The 
need for a well-informed citi-
zenry is the foundation for good 
governance, specifically the abil-
ity to ensure government is held 
accountable to its public. When 
newspapers close, the commu-
nity loses more than just jobs, 
it loses a window on itself and 
society. Gone too is the public 
accountability that comes with 
journalistic oversight of those 
in government and positions of 
power,” writes Dale Eisler, senior 
policy fellow at Johnson Shoya-
ma Graduate School Of Public 
Policy in Saskatchewan in a 2016 
piece entitled Democracy and 
the Decline of Newspapers.

While government grants and 
tax incentives, popular among 
some segments of the industry, 
might be helpful to maintain 
journalism, something as simple 
as governments returning to pre-
vious levels of advertising would 
go a long way, not just in aiding 
publishers but in creating an in-
formed citizenry.

While federal government ad 
spending has plummeted where 
newspapers are concerned – 
News Media Canada reports be-
tween 2008-09 and 2014-15, the 
proportion of ad spending fell by 
96 per cent for daily newspapers 
and 31 per cent for community 
newspapers while increasing by 
106  for the internet – polls show 
newspapers to be the trusted 
source for news.

A recent Nanos Research poll 
found nearly three quarters 
of Canadians say social media 
platforms are less accurate than 
traditional media – 74% per cent 
say that social media platforms 
like Facebook are less accurate 
than traditional media, while 

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

W ithin the next 
little while, 
anyone who has 

hunted wild turkey or bear 
in the spring is legally ob-
ligated to fill out an online 
survey so the biologists 
at the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry 
can have better data to 
help manage our wildlife 
in a sustainable way.  In my 
opinion, this is a great step 
forward and we should all 
be incredibly happy to help 
out.

My only complaint is 
the survey itself. When I 
filled mine out, they basi-
cally asked me a few boring 

Some advice to help improve hunting surveys

GALEA| 10

questions. It focused on 
the number of days I hunt-
ed, the number of target 
species animals I saw, the 
number I harvested and in 
what wildlife management 
unit I hunted in. All that’s 
fine but, if you want even 
more hunter participation, 
a few minor tweaks would 
probably be helpful.

First, after those basic 
questions, there should be 
a section that allows hunt-
ers to brag a little. In it, 
you should be able to post 
a photo of yourself posing 
with the bird or bear you 
tagged, plus the story that 
you plan to settle on – and 

information on where your 
next hunting seminar will 
be. Add to that a ‘share’ 
button so that you can alert 
all your friends about the 
success you have experi-
enced.

If the hunter reported no 
harvest, he or she should 
immediately be able to 

check into the “Here’s 
the reason I got skunked” 
page. This would be the 
place where the disgrun-
tled hunter could get all 
his or her frustrations out 
by typing in a litany of 
excuses as to why they did 
not get their bird. Not only 
would this be entertaining, 
it would also show wildlife 
biologists things they have 
never considered before 
when managing wildlife. 
For instance, it might make 
them aware that there are 
too many trees in your av-
erage turkey woods – and 
that these can prevent 
hunters from getting a 

bead on a bird. Knowing 
this, they might consider 
proposals to thin down 
our forests a bit so that 
you can see the #@z%$! 
birds. It might allow MNRF 
staff to revise the hunter 
education course so that 
they focus a little more on 
taking the gun off of safe 
before a turkey steps into 
that one #@$%! opening 
between the trees. Or may-
be it might encourage them 
to do a bit of mosquito con-
trol so you are not swatting 
when a bird slips in.

When it comes to the 
bear surveys, there might 
be an additional question 

that would provide some 
insight as to how big the 
bear sighted was. The 
most helpful question I 
would suggest would be, 
“On a scale of 1 to 10 (with 
10 being the driest), how 
dry were your shorts when 
you left the woods?” All it 
would take would be that 
and a few accompanying 
trail camera photos before 
biologists would be able to 
accurately predict the size 
of the bear based upon the 
number provided by the 
survey respondent.

The point here is that 
these additional questions 

KANNON | 10
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Grow with Us!
Have Your Say!
Waterloo Region - let’s start talking numbers!
The Region of Waterloo is going virtual for our second round of
public engagement on the Regional Official Plan (ROP) Review.

We look forward to a great conversation on
opportunities for growth. 
For more information and to register visit
  www.engagewr.ca/regional-official-plan

Can’t wait to share your thoughts?
Tell us now on social media using #talkinggrowth

• NEW information about intensification, density, and 
major transit station areas will be presented

regional
o�cial plan
2041

Thursday, June 25, 2020
6 - 8 p.m.

day’s number of infections, 
deaths and recoveries will 
be announced. No more 
awkward comparisons 
with other countries, no 
five-digit running total to 
confront him with his fail-
ure each day. And of course 
no attempt to establish 
the real number of deaths, 
which is almost certainly 
at least twice the official 
number since many vic-
tims never got to hospitals.

There is a temptation to 
group the three populist 
leaders of big Western de-
mocracies together, and they 
do have a lot in common. 
Britain’s Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson removed a similarly 
damning piece of data from 
the daily press conference 
when the UK’s death toll per 

million overtook that of every 
other major European coun-
try. (It is now second-worst in 
the entire world.) 

America’s Donald 
Trump, Bolsonaro’s idol, 
spent just as much time in 
the early months of this 
year belittling the gravity 
of the threat (Bolsona-
ro: “It’s only a little flu”; 
Trump: “It’s going to dis-
appear. One day it’s like a 
miracle, it will disappear.”) 
None of the three men will 
wear a mask, and they are 
all compulsive serial liars.

Nevertheless, there are 
major differences. Johnson 
manages to sound as if he 
cares about all the lives 
lost, and Trump at least 
goes through the motions 
occasionally. Johnson 
eventually declared a lock-

down, although much too 
late, and Trump at least 
went along for a while with 
the lockdowns declared by 
almost all of the states.

Bolsonaro, by contrast, 
openly condemned the 
lockdowns declared by the 
various Brazilian states and 
ostentatiously disobeyed 
them. He held rallies and 
took crowd baths. He 
swiped his nose on the 
back of his hand and then 
shook hands with a fragile 
old lady. He showed up at a 
barbecue on a jet ski.

He has fired two succes-
sive health ministers since 
January because they were 
taking the pandemic too 
seriously and hindering 
Brazilians’ return to work. 
He joined a street protest 
calling for a return to the 

military dictatorship that 
finally fell in 1985. He reg-
ularly vilifies the poor, the 
left, indigenous Brazilians, 
gays and non-whites.

Like Trump, he hates the 
World Health Organisa-
tion, but unlike Trump he 
also accuses the WHO of 
encouraging masturbation 
and homosexuality among 
children. He is widely be-
lieved to have links with 
paramilitary groups associ-
ated with the mafia.

And he is currently pre-
siding over a pandemic that 
will probably kill more than 
100,000 Brazilians without 
lifting a finger to stop it.

Yet in late 2018 he won 
the presidential election 
in the first round with 55 
per cent of the vote, and 
his character was hardly a 

DYER:  So-called populists are making a mess of the situation, but that doesn't mean they'll be voted out of office
FROM 08 secret even before the elec-

tion. A recent poll showed 
that his popularity is now 
down to 32 per cent, so 
Brazilians have noticed that 
something is wrong with 
him, but it still verges on 
the inexplicable. Or does it?

The electorate that voted 
for Bolsonaro in 2018 was 
little changed from the one 
that gave Luiz Inácio ‘Lula’ 
da Silva, the absolute antith-
esis of Bolsonaro, two terms 
in the presidency immedi-
ately before him. Just as the 
American electorate that put 
Trump in office in 2016 was 
little changed from the one 
that elected Barack Obama 
in 2008 and 2012.

They didn’t suddenly 
go blind when confront-
ed with a candidate as 
fraudulent as Trump or 

Bolsonaro. They deliber-
ately overlooked his flaws 
because he offered them 
something they needed. It 
was probably something 
economical or psychologi-
cal, and not specific to any 
single country because the 
mood struck British and 
Brazilians and Americans 
at the same time. (And 
Hungarians and Turks and 
Filipinos and Indians too.)

What this tells us – and 
I’m sorry to be the bearer 
of this news – is that if that 
same something is still both-
ering the voters when the 
next election rolls around 
next November in the U.S., 
or in Brazil in 2022, or in the 
UK in 2024, the same person 
can win again, no matter 
how badly he misbehaves in 
the meantime.

10 per cent say they are as 
accurate and four per cent 
say more accurate. 

There is public support 
for real journalism, a sen-
timent that doesn’t always 
translate into revenue 
supporting publishers. Last 
week’s regional council res-
olution is the kind of thing 
the Ink-Stained Wretches 
are after, as the group isn’t 
advocating for financial 
supports.

“We’re not proposing 
specific things other than 
this vocal support, and 
we’re not proposing that 
they buy more ads in the 
Record or anything like 
that. ... There are a number 
of suggestions out there,” 
says Petricevic

|We definitely don’t want 
to propose something like 
a bailout – there’s no pa-
tience for something like 
that, I think. ... We would 
like the elected leaders to 

create something for the 
long term.”

The media’s watchdog 
function is what’s most 
at risk given the changes 
in the industry, just as 
the oversight role in the 
corporate sector has been 
eroded by convergence 
and the rise of conglom-
erates. 

Somewhat removed from 
the industry’s internal 
issues by virtue of being 
local and independent, The 

Observer also takes seri-
ously its role as the voice of 
the community in asking 
questions, while telling 
the people’s stories. Do 
we always get it perfectly 
right? Absolutely not, but 
we’re doing our part while 
remaining accountable to 
our readers.

Preserving that role in 
communities across the 
country and, indeed, the 
globe, is proving a massive 
challenge.

would benefit everyone. 
The biologists would know 
a little more about the 
pain that some hunters 
go through – and maybe 
even provide a refund to 
the worst affected cases. 
And hunters would look 
forward to filling out the 
surveys either to brag or 
vent their frustrations.

And the MNRF might 
also be able to sell the data 

 KANNON:  Handouts aren't the best way to support proper journalism
FROM 09

 GALEA: There are ways to make 
surveys more entertaining, useful

FROM 09 to make more money for 
wildlife management. For 
instance, I’m sure some un-
derwear companies would 
be very interested…

A lot going on in 
the world. Join 
the conversation.
Write a letter.
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
fi ring? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

Apple BBQ Back Ribs
with mini baked potato 

and Corn-Mango Coleslaw. 
Feeds Family of 4 — $50

Available for pick up Thursday June 18 - Saturday June 20

Father’s Day Week
Dinners To Go!

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.caCall or Email 
to Pre-Order

Chicken Souvlaki Dinner
with Tzatziki, Vegetable 

rice and Greek Salad. 
Feeds Family of 4 — $40

Designed and built to help local businesses in 
Guelph and the Waterloo Region, HeyLocal, a 
Canadian online marketplace, launched this week. 
The venture was founded by Waterloo Region 
business leaders in response to the COVID-19 crisis. 
www.heylocal.ca

Housing starts in Canada continue to trend down-
wards, hitting 196,750 units in May as opposed to 
198,644 units in April. Housing starts for all areas in 
Canada excluding Quebec saw a decrease of 20.4% 
in May from April. Urban starts decreased by 21.6% in 
May. Multiple-unit urban starts decreased by 27.2%, 
while single-detached urban starts decreased by 3.9%.
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corp.

HEY, IT'S LOCAL HOUSING TRENDS

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-3, Fri. 8-6:30, Sat. 11:30-6:30

Turkey or Fish (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-order

reQuired

Fri.  3:30-6:30pm &
Sat. 11:30am - 6:30pm

Buy the lunch special 
& receive a FREE dessert

Open For lunch

A fundamental lesson 
from the COVID-19 
pandemic is that 

humans can be disease 
carriers, as well as victims, 
and that precautions must 
be taken to prevent disease 
from spreading.

That’s one of the reasons 
members of the public 
can’t just walk onto a farm 
and check it out, which 
animal activists are now 
calling an illegal obstruc-
tion. 

On Monday, they told 

Do you have the right to go onto a farm whenever you want?

ROBERTS | 12

an Ontario legislative 
committee that a pending 
new bill called the Security 
from Trespass and Animal 
Safety Act violates freedom 
of speech.

The activists want access 
to farms, processing plants 
and livestock transports 
when they think animals 
are being mistreated and 
blow the whistle on those 
who they consider respon-
sible. 

Farmers disagree. It 
was their concerns over 

trespassing that sparked 
the legislation in the first 
place. They counter by say-
ing a farm is their home, 
and that no one should be 
able to march into any-

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

one’s home and start pass-
ing judgment.

Farmers contend that 
there are enough checks 
and balances in place al-
ready to govern the treat-
ment of animals to prevent 
widespread abuse. 

Clearly, say the activists, 
pointing to ambush videos 
of livestock being mis-
handled on the farm, in a 
processing plant or during 
transportation, that’s a 
matter of opinion. 

Farmers also note that 

living organisms like 
humans – and just about 
anything else that enters 
a farm, such as a vehicle 
with dirt on its tires – can 
harbour disease. Research 
from the University of 
Guelph and elsewhere has 
shown how this transmis-
sion works and how animal 
herds, which are typically 
isolated from human con-
tact other than farmers 
and veterinarians, are at 
risk.

You can’t argue with 

that. These days, you can’t 
even go to your cottage for 
fear of spreading disease 
to those around you. Even 
during non-pandemic 
times, how can you expect 
to go onto a farm?

It’s unlikely the activists’ 
efforts will stop the bill 
from proceeding. Such 
an action would send the 
farm community into a 
frenzy. And although poli-
tics have taken a backseat 
to health matters over the 

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Decidedly hands-on medi-
cal services, from dentistry 
to physiotherapy, are an 
option again, as the prov-
ince eases coronavirus-re-
lated restrictions. Such reg-
ulated health professions 
now have the green light to 
get back in business.

That’s good news for 
practitioners who’ve been 
sidelined since March, and 
for the patients who rely 
on their services.

More than 25 profes-
sions, including dentists, 
chiropractors, psycholo-
gists, and optometrists, 
are on the latest list of 
those cleared for re-
opening, subject to 
approval from their 
respective associa-
tions and colleges.

Dr. David Williams, 
chief medical officer 
of health for Ontario, 
encourages those in the 
professions to proceed 
with caution as they re-
open. He also set out a list of 
requirements which must 

Changes abound as health-care doors reopen
Patients heading to appointments at local health professionals will see new measures to combat coronavirus

be followed, such as using 
personal protective equip-
ment, opting for remote 
treatment when realistic 
and prioritizing patients 
who are more in need.

Locally, there are many 
businesses that have re-
sponded to the opportu-
nity now that the govern-
ment and their respective 
associations have cleared 
the way. But, things will 
be a little different for pa-
tients who are going in for 
their treatment and care. 
Personal protective equip-
ment 

such as masks 
will be worn 
by the health 
professionals 
– and patients, 
when necessary. 

The number of 
patients allowed 

into the office at one 
time is going to be re-

duced and appointments 
will be mandatory for some 

places that used to allow 
walk-ins.

These are just a few of 
the universal changes that 
were implemented, but, 
depending on the care you 
are receiving, there may be 
more health protocols in 
place wherever it is you’re 
being treated.

If you’re heading for a 
dental appointment, those 

at the Arthur Street Dental 
office are ready to help 
with all your oral hygiene 
needs. But they have put in 
place a few protocols that 
will make your entire visit 
much different.

“Some of the physical 
changes that patients will 
visually appreciate as soon 
as they walk into the office 
are plexiglass barriers, 

hand hygiene stations, a 
reception area with only 
enough chairs to allow for 
physical distancing, toys 
and magazines removed to 
minimize high-contact sur-
faces, (and) air purifiers in 
each treatment room,” said 
Dr. Linda Vo.

“We have also taken 
the added step of adding 
doors to isolate each treat-
ment room and minimize 
cross-contamination. 
Patients will also see that 
depending on the proce-
dure being performed, 
we will dress differently.  
That is because we follow 
very strict guidelines with 
respect to PPE to protect 
ourselves and hence our 
patients.”

Vo says other changes 
include allowing only pa-
tients inside – unless they 
require assistance – and 
a pre-screening when the 
appointment is booked, as 
well as when they arrive.

Local chiropractors 
Sarah and Thom Green of 
Elmira Family Chiropractic 
opened their doors again 

RE-OPENING | 12

Drs. Thom and Sarah Green, along with their children Lyla and Dillon, celebrate the reopening of their 
clinic, Elmira Family Chiropractic.  [SEAN HEEGER]

UPLOAD YOUR IMAGES, 
VOTE FOR YOUR FAVOURITES!

ads.observerxtra.com/stronger-together
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Rebekah Rakowski makes and sells bath bombs and other beauty products 
from her business Bella's Retreat. [SUBMITTED]

Simple ingredients and lower costs the key to new line of beauty products

She's finding beauty 
in what comes naturally

BY SEAN HEEGER 
SHEEGER@woolwichobserver.com

Rebekah Rakowski has 
always cared about the 
health of her skin. When 
she got older, she started 
looking at the labels of 
her beauty products and 
realized the ingredients 
weren’t always ideal, 
especially those with un-
pronounceable names she 
had to look up. It was then 
that she began looking 
into natural and organic 
products, but the price 
point for such products 
was higher than the rest. 
Because of the costs asso-
ciated with larger brands, 
Rakowski set out to make 
her own products, items 
that were more affordable 
and better for the women 
who use them.
“A lot of women… can’t 
afford to be spending $30 
on a lipstick or $150 on 
face wash. So I started 
to look around and find 
things that maybe women 
use often but not all the 
time that I could make and 
offer at a lower price than 
maybe what some of the 
stores were offering,” said 
Rakowski. “It’s something 
that I wanted to be making 
for myself and I was no-
ticing that my girlfriends 
were also looking for a 
more affordable thing. 
Just because it’s conve-
nient to buy it at the store, 
(it) doesn’t mean that it’s 
the best for you.”

making things like body 
washes, liquid soaps and 
even a kid friendly line of 
products. 
So far, the feedback she 
has received has been 
great and she sees an in-
terest from her friends and 
the people in the commu-
nity who want to start us-
ing more natural products.
People have told her that 
once the COVID-19 crisis 
is over they’re going to be 
interested in more natu-
ral and organic products, 
but they may want more 
financially friendly prod-
ucts, Rakowski added.
Down the road, Rakowski 
could potentially expand 
her product line to include 
makeup and beauty items. 
Right now she doesn’t 
see a need for it because 
there may not be interest 
from the community, and 
given that she started the 
business to make items 
for herself, the risk of ex-
panding to items that may 
not generate interest isn’t 
worth it. 
“I only started this making 
stuff that I could use, and 
then people were inter-
ested in it. So, if I have 
enough people who are 
saying ‘hey we want this, 
we want this’ then poten-
tially I could grow into 
that,” she said.
She can be reached 
through her Instagram 
account ‘bellas_retreat’ 
and her Facebook page for 
orders and information.

From that philosophy, her 
business, Bella’s Retreat, 
was started a little over a 
month ago. In the short 
time since the launch, she 
has seen things “pick right 
up” in terms of interest 
from the community. She 
makes bath bombs, show-
er steamers and soaps 
with all organic and natu-
ral ingredients, foregoing 
chemicals, and things 

you would find in simi-
lar items made by bigger 
brands. 
Rakowski says she learned 
to make these items 
through videos on You-
Tube and other places on 
the Internet, spending a 
lot of time going through 
trial and error to get every-
thing just right. Eventually 
she plans on expanding 
her product line and 

May 28 and were very hap-
py to be able to serve the 
community again. They 
began preparing three 
weeks prior to the official 
opening, readying all the 
necessary equipment and 
implementing all the nec-
essary changes.

“We wanted to be as ready 
as possible, so we pretty 
much got everything possi-
ble set and then we figured 
whenever they tell us what 
we need to do we’ll have all 
of it (prepared),” said Sarah. 

Sarah said she and Thom 
are now always wearing 
PPE, which is a big change 
from what they’re used to 
doing. In addition to their 
new gear, they are expand-
ing their sanitation prac-
tices and cleaning the beds 
thoroughly after each pa-
tient, hand sanitizing and 
washing is done by every-
one who enters the office 
and decreasing the number 
of people allowed inside the 
office at any given time.

They are also screening 
patients over the phone be-
fore appointments by con-
ducting a “COVID question-
naire” and doing contract 
tracing by taking names and 
phone numbers of anyone 
who enters the space so if 
there happens to be a case 
of the virus, everyone can be 
contacted and notified. 

At SOS Physiotherapy, 
patients will see much of 
the same health and safety 
measures taken. Jonathon 
Clay, owner of the practice 
in Elmira, says he’s follow-
ing practices set out by the 
medical college and others 
who he has spoken to in 

Many Voices,
One Woolwich

How to participate: Write a submission of no more than 300 words, and submit through The Observer webstie 
at: ads.observerxtra.com/one-woolwich/ by Tuesday noon. (All submissions will be edited for grammar and length.)

More information: Please contact Healthy Woolwich Community Events Steering Group (sub-group of WHC.) 
Clint Rohr, clintrohr@gmail.com or 519-664-2661 or Gebre Berihun, gberihun@wchc.on.ca

One story will be featured in The Observer weekly. All stories will be compiled online at www.healthywoolwich.org.

Woolwich Healthy
Communities

YOU ARE INVITED TO TELL YOUR, OR, YOUR FAMILY’S STORY, ON 
HOW COVID-19 IS TOUCHING YOUR LIFE. TOGETHER WE CAN CREATE 

A COMMUNITY DIARY FOR THIS TIME IN WOOLWICH’S HISTORY.
You may be a child, teenager, young adult, parent, grandparent, essential worker, business 
owner, teacher, new to Woolwich or from another country, musician, poet, counsellor or pastor,  
community agency administrator, doctor, nurse, neighbour, PSW, farmer, university student, 
whoever, we want to hear your story. Some of us do have anxiety, hurts and disappointments 
and we can share them. Also, you may see this as a time of reflection and renewal. We want to 
read your story with compassion, knowing “we are all in this together”. We need to hear your 
voice as one of many who make up the many links in the chain of our supportive community.

 � RE-OPENING: Making changes 
to account for the new normal

FROM 11 the businesses.
Clay says he is limiting 

the number of therapists 
at a time and only two 
patients being seen each 
hour. All patients must 
wear a mask and are en-
couraged to bring their 
own, but they will provide 
one if needed. 

If getting out for an ap-
pointment is still troubling 
for some people, Clay says 
they are offering virtual 
physiotherapy – a form of 
treating patients they start-
ed during the lockdown – 
for people who need it.

“A lot of what we do is 
educational, it’s activity 
modification, it’s showing 
exercises and whatnot to 
do… so there are things you 
can do with a rolling pin or 
a tennis ball to do your soft 
tissue techniques that we 
might do in clinic, and we 
can do them while on vid-
eo,” said Clay.

Similar practices can be 
seen at other local health 
professional businesses 
including Elmira Family 
Eye Care, where Dr. Caro-
lyn Barth says the changes 
there reflect precautions 
taken by other health-care 
professionals. Patients will 
see changes when they re-
turn, including a doorbell 
to allow them to gain entry 
into the building, filling 
out an ocular assessment 
prior to their appointment 
and making an appoint-
ment, even to pick up their 
new frames. 

For specific information 
on changes being imple-
mented, contact your spe-
cific health professional to 
inquire.

 � ROBERTS: Helping consumers 
better understand food production

FROM 11

past few months, inevita-
bly an election will take 
place in Ontario and the 
provincial Tories don’t 
want to toy with their 
strong rural base.

Besides, activists don’t 
belong on farms. 

And neither does abuse.
But education? Well, 

that’s another matter.
Many animal-activist 

groups’ goal is to shut 
down all livestock produc-
tion. Period. People need 
to know that and learn 
about these groups’ inten-
tions. They aren’t out to 
just abolish abuse. They 
are out to stop farmers 
from raising animals for 
food, and farmers are vul-
nerable to their attacks.

But the fact that activ-
ists can convince some 
members of the public 
that what they see in an 
ambush video represents 
common agricultural 
practices points one again 

to the huge lack of under-
standing about farming.

Recently, a national 
campaign called It’s Good, 
Canada was launched to 
help connect consumers 
with food production.

The campaign, run out 
of the Guelph-based Ca-
nadian Centre for Food 
Integrity, has its hands 
full. It’s embarking on a job 
that will never be finished. 
The industry it represents 
must realize that and make 
a long-term commitment 
to helping the centre de-
velop communications, 
programs and partnerships 
that can have a lasting 
effect. 

Organizers know very 
well the time and resourc-
es required to move the 
public opinion needle even 
a little.

And in the end, it’s pub-
lic opinion that will deter-
mine how much latitude 
farmers have to produce 
animals. 
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Learn more at ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Wear a face 
covering when 

physical distancing 
is a challenge

Inside or out, stay safe. Save lives.

Practice physical 
distancing.

 Stay two metres 
away from others

2 m

Wash hands 
thoroughly and 

often

As businesses begin to reopen, we all need 
to continue our e�orts to protect each other.

We’re Making a 
Di�erence to Keep 
Each Other Safe 
from COVID-19
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Home and  GardenHome and  Garden

519-669-1278
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

www.groprolawncare.com

CUSTOM SUMP PUMP SOLUTIONS

Marty Long | 519-749-5025 | www.gartechinnovation.com

Maryhill, ON

No one wants the unnecessary costs of a wet basement!

 | www.gartechinnovation.com

ON
SALE

NOW!
SUMP PUMP
BACKUP POWER UNIT

Compost for Lawns, Experience the Difference

NEW

webstoneprosoils.ca

519-584-4755
1350 Jigs Hollow Rd.
West Montrose, ON

Compost – Puts You Back
In Step With Nature

Topdress Lawn Application
Reseeding

Overseeding

100% compost, a natural soil enhancement for lawns

Benefits of Enhancing Lawns Naturally

High in Microbiology
Excellent Moisture Retention
Secures Seed to Soil Contact

Spring has sprungSpring has sprung
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Home and  GardenHome and  Garden

Visit the Region’s LARGEST
Fence & Deck Showroom

Quality 
Professional 
Installation 

or
Cash & Carry 

Materials

5 Forwell Rd. at Victoria St. N.
(One block past Lackner)
519-745-3250

www.bfdrona.com

...and K-W’s only                 Building Centre
Friendly Professional Staff - Locally Owned and Operated

Free On-Site 
Estimates on 

Installed Decks 
& Fences

Order online 
at rona.ca

Delivery Available

Specializing in 
Spruce, Cedar 

and Maple 

Come in and check 
out our selection!

Elmira

Flordale
10 minutes 

from Elmira 

7223 3rd Line 
Elmira, ON

N3B 2Z3

The Garden Gate | 2560 Floradale Rd. | 519.669.3102
Shrubs • Flowering Shrubs • Ornamentals available at:

Monday - Friday: 7:00am - 6:00pm    Saturday: 8:00am - 4:00pm

FREE ESTIMATES

SERVICES RENTALSFOR ALL OF YOUR

HOME
RENOVATION
SUPPLIES

Key Cutting
Rug Doctor
Knife Sharpening
Screen Repair
Artic Clear Water
Mill Shop
Custom Sheds
Propane
Paint Matching

Wood Splitter
Mini Excavator
Skid Steer
Air Tools
Generator
Electric Tools
Man-lift

MAR-SPAN
Home Hardware Building Centre

Phone: 519-638-2420 Fax: 519-638-5015

7873 Wellington Road 8 (1km east of Drayton)

1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements • 519-699-5411

St. Clements
Heart & Home

LetUsFloorYou.ca  |  Quality & Value Since 1995

Floor Coverings Custom Kitchens Blinds & Draperies SICO Paint

POWERFUL.
COMFORTABLE.
Our Columbia® Lawn Tractors are 
built to be dependable and versatile. 
Equipped with a powerful engine, 
they are sure to provide exceptional 
cutting performance and qualitycutting performance and quality
results time and time again.

ASK ABOUT OUR PICK UP AND DELIVERY OPTIONS

**FINANCING ON APPROVED CREDIT. 0% - 12 MONTHS WITH A FINANCED VALUE OF $325 OR MORE. 0% - 24 MONTHS WITH A FINANCED VALUE OF $1950 OR MORE.
0% - 36 MONTHS WITH A FINANCED VALUE OF $2750 OR MORE. ADMINISTRATION FEES MAY APPLY. OFFER VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2020. *Product Price — Actual retail
prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary. † As rated by engine manufacturer. Models subject to limited availability.
Specifications and programs are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications. © 2020 Columbia

• 21" cutting deck
• 159cc Columbia® OHV engine
• High rear Wheels 
• 2 in 1 (side discharge / mulch 
options)

• 46" cutting deck
• 679cc Columbia® OHV EFI, V-twin
• Foot controlled hydrostatic
   transmission (Tuff Torq® K46)

CYT4622SE EFI
GARDEN TRACTOR

ZTL50
Zero Turn Mower

P21HW
Push Mower

• 50" Fab cutting deck
• 23 HP* Kohler® KT-730 
V-Twin OHV, 725cc engine
• Dual Hydro-Gear™ 
EZT-2200 transmission

SALE
PRICE $3,399*

SALE
PRICE $4,449*

SALE
PRICE $2,899*

SALE
PRICE $359*

• 50" fabricated cutting deck
• 23 HP† Kohler® 7000 Series
KT-745 OHV V-twin, 725cc
• Foot controlled hydrostatic
   transmission (Tuff Torq® K46)

***Instock 2019 Model - 16630E

***Instock 2019 Model - 16625E

***Instock 2019 Model - 16622E

***Instock 2019 Model - 16618E

CYT5023SE***

GARDEN TRACTOR....................................

...................................

...................................

...................................

Craft your own outdoor experience.
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Stratford Festival has postponed by one 
week the release of its online programming 
out of respect for the victims of anti-black and 
anti-Indigenous racism and those peacefully pro-
testing for change. To start the month, it’s turned 
over its programming to black and Indigenous 
artists. Starting tonight (June 11), the festival will be 
streaming for free a film of its production of Hamlet. 
www.stratfordfestival.ca

The Kitchener-Waterloo Multicultural Festival is mov-
ing online this year in response to the COVID-19 sit-
uation. Festival organizers have contacted hundreds 
of performers, music and dance schools, community 
groups, and vendors from prior years and invited them 
to share photos, videos, and links to their websites 
and online stores. As part of Multicultural Week (June 
20-27), the K-W Multicultural Centre will be sharing 
that content across all of their social media platforms. 
www.kwmulticultural.ca

NEW AT STRATFORD TAKING IT ONLINE

100 Union St. Elmira, ON
519-669-0524

For a complete list of tools available visit woolwichrentals.ca 
or email info@woolwichrentals.ca

Till You Need It.

 › Tillers
 › Ladders
 › Water Pumps 
 › Lawn Sweepers
 › Wheel Barrows
 › Chainsaws
 › Wood Chippers

 › Aerators
 › Blowers
 › Trailers
 › Aerial Lifts
 › Wood Splitters

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Fight or flight are two 
instincts we experience 
during times of stress, 
with many obstacles and 
changes present during 
COVID-19 crisis, flight is 
less of an option. For mu-
sicians and artists looking 
to rise to the challenge of 
quarantine’s instability 
and undistinguishable 
schedule where days can 
blur into nights, the added 
time may act as a perfect 
facilitator in the creation 
of art. 

Throughout major 
events in history there has 
been a mass collection of 
documentation through 
anecdotal evidence, creat-
ed around the events peo-
ple have lived through.

Toronto-based music 
industry expert Eric Alper, 
who represents a variety of 
Canadian musicians such 
as Bruce Cockburn, Buffy 
St. Marie, Andy Kim and 
Jesse Cook, among others, 
said he sees the downtime 
that’s come courtesy of the 
coronavirus as a time of 
creation. 

“A lot of artists have tak-
en the time to do a couple 
of things. The first is that 
like most people they are 
reflecting and realizing for 
the first time they actually 
have free time with not a 
lot of pressure on them to 
do stuff. The second thing, 
is a creative spark in isola-
tion.”

With the lingering un-

Given extra time and a new environment in pandemic, artists’ work reflect the current reality; new outlets are also emerging

The evolution of musicians and their songs
certainty associated with 
the lockdown, feelings of 
anxiety,  fear and boredom 
are all emotions at play 
just now. However, Alper 
sees the music coming out 
of the current crisis going 
in two very distinct direc-
tions: there will be a rise 
in music that feels isolated 
and lonely due to the fact 
many artists are experi-
encing those emotions 
currently, while others will 
come up with “the happi-
est-sounding music ever 
made.”

With bands working to-
gether remotely, members 
have more freedom and 
range to try things they ha-
ven’t explored before, this 
time from the comfort of 
their home. Superorganism 
is a prime example of the 
positive attitude that can 
come from remote-based 
music groups. Members 
of the act are from all over 
the world, including the 
United States, Japan, and 
Australia and the United 
Kingdom. The cyber-based 
musicians employ an array 
of unconventional instru-
ments and sounds to add 
fun to the sound, the likes 
of blowing bubbles and 
children’s instruments. 
The themes of the band are 
mostly positive and goofy, 
as it were. 

The music Alper antic-
ipates blossoming from 
COVID-19 will be unlike the 
rise in anti-establishment 
and anarchist punk that 
swept over after another 
world-shattering event, 

9/11.
For example, one of 

the acts Alper represents 
is world musician Jesse 
Cook, who decided to take 
the postponement of his 
tour and continue to create 
music. He also launched a 
project that his daughter 
assisted in. Instead of let-
ting the disappointment 
of the cancellation of his 

Tempest 25 tour ruin what 
he had worked for, he de-
cided to enlist the help of 
his daughter to film a new 
music video for the songs 
as an alternate celebration. 

The tour, which was 
to have included a show 
in Kitchener later this 
summer, was to be a cele-
bration of Cook’s 25-year 
journey.

“This June will be the 
25th anniversary of my 
first CD – 25 years ago, I 
released my first CD inde-
pendently, it went out to 
get me a U.S. record deal, 
sell a number of copies and 
change my life.” 

The tour was supposed 
to start in Canada and 
move onto the world stage, 
but the spread of corona-

virus and the cancellation 
and delay of events forced 
Cook like many artists to 
put his plans on hold.

During his time off, 
Cook enlisted the help of 
his 12-year-old daughter 
to film a music video for 
Tempest, Cook’s first track 
from the album of the 
same name. In the past 
Cook has hired videogra-
phers, and the work of his 
daughter, although not as 
professional, has been well 
received and was a good 
way for Cook to have some 
family bonding during the 
COVID-19 situation, a way 
of showing that there are 
unique and creative ways 
to fill the surplus of time 
that has come out of the 
global crisis.

Cook grew up in south-
ern Ontario and currently 
spends much of his time 
in the Region of Waterloo, 
which he considers his 
home.  

“We tour all over the 
world, but I don’t know 
people in those parts of the 
world. If we play in China, I 
don’t have friends coming 
to the shows, but when we 
play local gigs, it’s exciting: 
there might be friends and 
family in the audience.” 

The prospect of more 
concerts, local or other-
wise, remains an unknown, 
with some speculation 
such events might not re-
sume until next year.

For now, many musi-
cians have taken to online 
outlets for sharing their 

ALTERNATIVES | 28

Jesse Cook is finding ways to keep presenting his music despite cancelling his 25th anniversary tour.  [SUBMITTED]
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Offi ce:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104
Fax:           519-669-5753 
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classifi ed Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-residential

Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-commercial

Placing Classifi ed Advertising

Classifi ed advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
offi ce hours. All classifi ed advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifi cations are available at: 
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

FARM FOR SALE BY TENDER
Cash Crop Farm for sale located in the Guelph/Eramosa 
Township with total of 113.5 Acres Prime Agricultural Land, 83 
Acres Workable, Randomly Tiled.
This property is located outside of Guelph west end; 6937 
Speedvale Avenue West.  It is divided by the railroad; approx. 
1,400 � frontage.  Included a two story farm house and 30’ x 45’ 
Quonset shed. 
Farm sells as one parcel.
This is an unspoiled farm with lots of poten�al and possibili�es. 
PREVIEW: Saturday, June 13, 2020, 1:00 to 4:00 pm or by 
appointment
TENDER CLOSING DATE: TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 2020 @ 5:00PM
For more informa�on contact Kurtz Auc�ons Inc. 519-836-0342
or kurtzauc�onsinc@gmail.com

Busy medical office
in Woolwich Township 

seeking a

REGISTERED
NURSE (RN)

for casual part-time work.
The successful candidate will be 

flexible to work evenings and 
Saturdays and some week days.

Please submit your resumé to:
elmiramedicalclinic@gmail.com

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

We are looking for experienced ready mix concrete 
truck operators to start immediately (or we 
are willing to train those with a strong driving 
background and solid work ethic). 

We o� er an extensive compensation package 
including top wages, comprehensive bene� ts and 
a generous retirement package. 

If you:
• have a professional and positive attitude 
• enjoy working outside
• possess a clean (DZ minimum) license, driver’s 

and CVOR abstract
• have excellent customer service skills
• are able to work alone as well as in a team 

environment with minimal supervision

Then please apply with your resume, a recent 
CVOR and driver’s abstract by email: 
admin@crosscountryconcrete.ca

or in person: Cross Country Concrete, 
3000 Ament Line St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0

READY MIX CONCRETE 

TRUCK 
DRIVERS 

(FT/PT/Seasonal)

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Production Worker
This fulltime position will involve shift work week 

days (Monday to Friday) with an occasional 
Saturday shift. Responsibilities will include 

warehouse duties, pelleting/batching and receiving.

The successful applicant will have
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relation-

ships with co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively 

with customers.
At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits We offer a competitive wage, pension 
plan and group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume and three references to:
Human Resources

Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,

Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

FULL-TIME POSITION FOR METAL TRIM PRODUCTION
•  Production of light-gauge metal flashings and other building 
materials on late-model CNC machinery.
Qualifications:
• Attention to detail  • Precise workmanship
• A team player • Experience in metal fabricating or in                                 
   frame-building construction would be an asset, willing to train

Apply in person to: 7806 Sixth Line, Drayton
or contact us at: 519-638-2746 ext 1, or 

sales@macoenterprises.ca.

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

  
Fitter Welder
(minimum 5 years experience)
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.) 

 

Are you capable of: 
• Layout of plate and sheet metal from       
   blueprints 
• Able to work with minimum supervision 
• High quality workmanship 
• Regular and punctual attendance
• Working day shift or night shift

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

   

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: chare@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their 

interest but only those considered 
will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

FARM FOR SALE

The successful candidate will be remunerated with 
a competitive wage and benefits package.

P.O. Box 43, 7293 Line 86, Wallenstein N0B 2S0 
Phone: 519-669-5176  |  Fax: 519-669-1997

NEEDED IMMEDIATELY

PARTS PERSON 
ESM Farm Equipment Ltd.  is seeking an 
effective, sales minded, self-motivated individual 
who enjoys working with people and can respond 
well to customer needs.  An agricultural 
background and familiarity with farm machinery 
would be an asset.  Parts department, Office 
duties and computer experience is preferred. 
Please send your resume to the attention of 
Scott Ruppert at the address below or email to 
scott@esmfarmequipment.com  

Only applicants to receive interviews
will be contacted. 

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

BROILER FARM SOUTH 
OF ELORA IS LOOKING 
for a full-time person to 
join their team. To do 
daily checks, general 
maintenance, set up and 
clean out of barns Must 
have experience working 
with large farm equip-
ment and have excel-
lent husbandry skills 
Starting wage $ 22.50 
an hour plus benefi ts. 
Send resume to anne@
donkersfarms.ca or call 
519-846-0970.

CAREGIVER IN HOME 
HELP REQUIRED. AWE-
some, working environ-
ment near St Jacobs 
Market. I am 54 looking 
for mid-aft help and bed-
time routine, light laun-
dry, cooking and errands. 
We provide PPE. $17-$19 
an hr call for details. 
519-502-0970

ELMIRA - CLEANING 
LADY WANTED, 4 
hours per week. Please 
text 519-577-0119.

WORK WANTED

45 YEAR OLD MALE 
LOOKING FOR WORK. 
Have drivers licence 
and car. Call Rob at 
519-664-2161.

FOR SALE

LAWN FERTILIZER AND 
LAWN SEED - CALL 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

HAY & STRAW

WHEAT STRAW - 
CLEAN, FEED GRADE, 
4 x 5 round bales, stored 
inside. Call Kevin at 
519-616-4985.

FARM 
EQUIPMENT

40' MILVERTON MILL-
WRIGHTS BALE ELE-
vator with 1 hp motor. 
519-570-9397.

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

CUSTOM BALING LARGE 
SQUARE OR ROUND. 
Call Jeff 519-580-0674.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

RENTALS

OFFICE SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE JULY 1ST, 2020. 
Approximately 1200 sq. 
ft. at municipal parking 
lot & in Elmira Core . 4 
individual offi  ces plus 
reception and rear stor-
age. Call owner Mildred 
or Len Frey for rates 
at 519-741-6970 or 
519-669-1544.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
R E N O V A T I O N S . 
Over 35 years expe-
rience. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Small businesses need your help 
more than ever ... find ways to keep 
them part of our community.
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within 60 metres (200 feet) of the subject properties.  If you wish to be notifi ed of any 
last minute changes to the agenda (i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must contact 
the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to 
planning@woolwich.ca.

APPLICATIONS

      MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 13/2020 – 793335 Ontario Limited (Conestoga Meat 
Packers), 313 Menno Street, Breslau, 

ZONE / USE: Agricultural (A) and site specifi c (26.1.32) – abattoir and meat 
processing facility
PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from Section 26.1.32 iii) to reduce 
the building line setback adjacent to a street (Lonsdale Road) from 7.6 metres to 
0 metres to permit the installation of a concrete pad for hydro transformers and 
generators adjacent to the existing abattoir and meat processing facility.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATIONS A 14/2020 and A 15/2020 and CONSENT APPLICATION 
B 14/2020 - Dan Illes, 33 Church Street East, Elmira

ZONE / USE: Residential – Mixed High Density (R-5) – single detached dwelling 
and accessory shed
PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing to create a new residential lot and requires 
the following consent and variance applications to facilitate the proposal:
Consent Application B 14/2020

• to sever a parcel of land measuring approximately 11.1 metres by 50.5 metres 
(560 square metres) from 33 Church Street East to create a new residential lot.  
The proposed retained lands will measure approximately 11.1 metres by 50.5 
metres (560 square metres).  

• Minor Variance A 14/2020 (proposed retained lands) and A 15/2020 (proposed 
severed lands) - subject to approval of the above-noted consent application both 
the proposed severed and retained lands require the following variances:

• relief from Section 12.2 to permit a reduced lot width of approximately 11.1 metres 
whereas 12 metres is required; and 

• relief form Section 12.3 a) to permit a reduced lot frontage of approximately 11.1 
metres whereas 12 metres is required.

• The existing dwelling and accessory shed are proposed to be demolished.

NOTICE OF DECISION:
Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will be sent to owners, agents, 
those who submit written comments, and people who register for the meeting.  If you 
wish to be notifi ed of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment in respect to this 
application, you must submit a written request to the Committee Secretary or register 
ahead of the meeting.  This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal.

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS: 
Anyone in opposition to a decision may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal 
Tribunal.  The Tribunal may dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant 
did not make oral or written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment before a 
decision was given or does not provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to 
make a submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should you 
have any questions.  Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-
0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca
Further information about the applications may be obtained by contacting Rajbir Sian, 
Planner, Development Services at 519-669-6033 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6033), Fax: 
519-669-4669, or Email: rsian@woolwich.ca.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96
TAKE NOTICE THAT the Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet 
on:

MONDAY, June 29, 2020 at 3:30 P.M.
for the purpose of hearing all persons interested in support of or opposition to any of the 
following applications as described below.
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township 
offi ces will not be permitted.  Below is information on how you can submit comments, 
view or participate in the meeting.  You may also contact the Committee Secretary by 
sending an email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have 
any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the 
meeting as follows:

• watch the livestream via the Township of Woolwich Facebook page (Note –  you do 
not need a Facebook account to watch the livestream and you cannot participate 
from Facebook); or

• participate by REGISTERING with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on 
Friday, June 26th .  To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 519-
669-6040.  When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email 
and the application number you would like to comment on.  Once you are registered 
the Committee Secretary will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom 
meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen 
and have the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the 
Committee Secretary (see above information).  You will not be required to speak if you do 
not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we 
know which application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time 
to comment if you wish to do so.  As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security 
that is necessary to prevent unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting.  Applicants 
and their consultants will be automatically registered and contacted accordingly by the 
Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that 
you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township offi ce at 24 Church 
Street West, Elmira and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the 
building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 
You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any comments / 
concerns however, this is not considered a formal comment. 
The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications.  All submissions 
must be made no later than 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 23rd (Note that this date is before 
the meeting).  Any submissions received will be included in a comment package and 
presented at the meeting.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of 
creating a record that is available to the general public at the Committee of Adjustment 
hearing.  Please note that while the Committee may redact some personal information 
such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made 
public in their entirety.
This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located 



CLASSIFIED NOTICES | 19THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2020 |  THE OBSERVER 

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

For help participating in a remote Council meeting, contact the Deputy Clerk at 519-
669-6010.
*Please note as the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, the status of facilities 
and services may change. For the most current information, please see the Woolwich 
Township website at Woolwich.ca or call us at 519-669-1647.

Private Well Water Testing
Due to COVID-19, a temporary plan has been put in place to resume private well water 
testing for bacteriological testing only (i.e. E. coli and coliforms). The service will continue 
to be free being funded by the Region of Waterloo.

• Pick up* a water test kit Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m from ALS Waterloo 
located at 60 Northland Road, Unit 1, Waterloo, ON N2V 2B8. 

• The water test kits include a sample bottle, an ice pack, a chain of custody form, 
and sampling instructions

• Follow the instructions included in the kit
• Bring the sample back to ALS Waterloo
• Your results will be e-mailed to you directly or, if you cannot be reached by email, 

by letter mail or phone. Please ensure that your contact information is completed 
properly to ensure you receive your results as quickly as possible.

*Please note, water test kits will be available just inside the first main door for pick up 
and drop off. Due to physical distancing restrictions, the second door will be locked and 
staff at ALS Waterloo are not available to answer any questions.
If you have any questions about the water testing process or your results, please call the 
Region of Waterloo at 519-575-4400.

Council Extends Financial and Economic Supports for those that need it
On May 12, 2020 Council approved an application-based property tax deferral program 
aimed to assist residents and businesses who will need more time to pay their 2020 
Final Tax Bill.  The application for this new program is now available on the Township 
of Woolwich website at woolwich.ca/en/living-here/Taxes.aspx.  The program will allow 
residents and businesses financially effected by the COVID-19 pandemic to defer their 
Final Property Tax due dates by 60 days.  The application deadline for this program is July 
31, 2020.  Paper based copies are available upon request.
In addition to the Final Property Tax Deferral Program, Council already approved financial 
relief for all property owners in the Township of Woolwich, including:

• Waiving penalties and interest on property taxes for the months of April, May and 
June 2020;

• Waiving late payment charges on utility bills and miscellaneous receivable 
invoices for the months of April, May and June 2020;

• Waiving NSF (non-sufficient funds) fees charged by the Township on customer 
accounts for the months of April, May and June 2020; and

• Suspend transferring Water & Wastewater accounts in arrears to Property Tax 
accounts until August 31, 2020.

Current due dates will remain as is and no changes are being made to these dates. 
The approved actions are meant to give customers that need it additional time to make 
payments on both their property tax and utility accounts. Through these actions property 
owners and utility customers can continue to pay in full or if need be, partial payments, 
without being penalized.
Customers can continue to make payments through a Pre-Authorized Payment Plan, 
online banking, by mail or by the payment box located at the Maple Street side of the 
Township Administration Building located at 24 Church Street West in Elmira.

Local Business Resources
Local business are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in Woolwich 
Township. See who’s hiring on-line today!
In response to COVID-19, the Township’s economic development focus has shifted to:

• helping local businesses access Federal and Provincial financial aids;
• promoting local businesses that are still available or offer online service; and
• monitoring the economic impact to support Council decisions.

For more information or for assistance accessing resources, contact the Township at 
519-669-1647 and ask to speak with the Economic Development & Tourism Officer or 
contact EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

COVID-19
Woolwich Township Update

As the 2019 Novel Coronavirus or COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve around the 
world and in our community, the health and wellbeing of Woolwich residents remain our 
top priority. The Township continues to work closely with area municipalities, Region of 
Waterloo’s Public Health, and provincial and national partners to monitor and respond to 
new developments.
For information on symptoms, treatment and preventative measures, you may contact: 

• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400
• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000
• Public Health Agency of Canada: 1-833-784-4397

Township Services, Facilities, and Programs*
Woolwich Township continues to provide critical and core services. We ask residents to 
delay non-essential business or try to conduct business online or by phone. Please be 
patient, it may take staff longer than normal to respond to inquiries as we respond to 
critical matters first. 

Township Facilities
Township Office
The Township has tentatively targeted June 15, 2020 to re-open the Administration Office 
to the public. Residents will be asked to only visit the municipal administration building 
if necessary, to schedule appointments in advance with staff and adhere to physical 
distancing guidelines. Additional customer service options such as virtual and telephone 
calls or online engagement will still be available. 
Closed until June 30: All municipal recreational facilities including park washrooms, 
playgrounds, outdoor fitness equipment and splash pads remain closed. All in person arts 
and cultural events are cancelled for the summer.
The Township is currently developing recovery plans that aim to maximize service to 
citizens, ensure the health and safety of employees and clients/customers. Stay tuned 
for more information on new municipal government business practices that reflect our 
changing environment.

Parks, Trail and Outdoor Amenities
Woolwich outdoor recreational amenities including sports fields (for non-team use only 
i.e. running / walking) dog parks, picnic shelters and benches are open to the public.  
Please respect provincial orders on physical distancing and public gathering limits of 10, 
beginning June 12th.

Trails Closures
• The Mill Race Trail and the parking lot at 32 Front St., St. Jacobs remain closed.
• The West Montrose Covered Bridge is closed to visitors outside the community. Local 

residents can continue to walk in their neighbourhood while physical distancing.

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage
The Township remains committed to helping our community staying engaged and active!  
Please join us on our webpage: Woolwich.ca/StayActive for activities brought to you by 
our wonderful recreation and facilities staff, instructors and partners. 

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all open air burning within the Township. Whether you are 
having a small backyard fire or clearing your property of brush, a permit is required. You 
can apply for a permit at woolwich.ca or by calling 519-669-6022 during COVID-19.

Council Meetings
Remote Council meetings continue to follow their regular schedule with members 
participating electronically. Agendas are posted online Thursday afternoon before the 
meeting and any additional items are posted by noon on the day of the meeting. You can 
still participate in meetings while Council chambers are closed to the public: 

• Submit a comment in writing
• Make a delegation or attend a public meeting by video or toll-free phone
• Watch or listen to the meeting on Facebook or by toll-free phone
• Read meeting minutes
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

YOUR BUSINESS 

HERE EVERY WEEK 

DELIVERED TO HOMES 

IN WOOLWICH, 

WELLESLEY & 

WATERLOO.

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

We support our
Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:
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Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

ELMIRA - Beautiful, well maintained freehold townhome 
with lots of updates!!! This home is only attached at the 
garage wall. Main floor laundry, all appliances included. 
Most windows 2020. Painted throughout 2020, furnace 
2015, A/C 2010, Water Softener 2012, Roof 2010, Faucets 
and light fixtures 2008, Most flooring 2008 (hardwood is 
original) and a beautifully landscaped yard. Don’t miss out 
on this great opportunity! 

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

$414,900$414,900$414,900

WATERLOO - A wonderful home with much to offer!  
Conveniently located close to groceries, transit and 
expressway, this 3 bed, 3 bath home might just be your next 
move! The garage has been converted into a spacious 
laundry room/mudroom and storage space but can easily 
be switched back by new owners. Room to relax with the 
fair sized deck and spacious comer lot. Some updates 
include: Furnace 2010, Central Air System 2012, Most 
appliances are 2018 and newer, Counter tops/sink/back-
splash/some flooring 2018, Lower roof 2015, Deck 2019, 
Garage Door 2018, Finished basement 2019, Windows at 
front of the house 2010, French door 2015.

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

$459,900$459,900$459,900

 A wonderful home with much to offer!  
Conveniently located close to groceries, transit and 
expressway, this 3 bed, 3 bath home might just be your next 
move! The garage has been converted into a spacious 
laundry room/mudroom and storage space but can easily 
be switched back by new owners. Room to relax with the 
fair sized deck and spacious comer lot. Some updates 

$459,900$459,900$459,900$459,900$459,900

move! The garage has been converted into a spacious 
laundry room/mudroom and storage space but can easily 

fair sized deck and spacious comer lot. Some updates 
include: Furnace 2010, Central Air System 2012, Most 
appliances are 2018 and newer, Counter tops/sink/back
splash/some flooring 2018, Lower roof 2015, Deck 2019, 

move! The garage has been converted into a spacious 
laundry room/mudroom and storage space but can easily 
be switched back by new owners. Room to relax with the 
fair sized deck and spacious comer lot. Some updates 
include: Furnace 2010, Central Air System 2012, Most 
appliances are 2018 and newer, Counter tops/sink/back

SOLD

 Beautiful, well maintained freehold townhome 
with lots of updates!!! This home is only attached at the 
garage wall. Main floor laundry, all appliances included. 
Most windows 2020. Painted throughout 2020, furnace 
2015, A/C 2010, Water Softener 2012, Roof 2010, Faucets 
and light fixtures 2008, Most flooring 2008 (hardwood is 

$414,900$414,900$414,900$414,900$414,900

garage wall. Main floor laundry, all appliances included. 
Most windows 2020. Painted throughout 2020, furnace 

and light fixtures 2008, Most flooring 2008 (hardwood is 
original) and a beautifully landscaped yard. Don’t miss out 

garage wall. Main floor laundry, all appliances included. 
Most windows 2020. Painted throughout 2020, furnace 
2015, A/C 2010, Water Softener 2012, Roof 2010, Faucets 
and light fixtures 2008, Most flooring 2008 (hardwood is 
original) and a beautifully landscaped yard. Don’t miss out 

SOLD

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

Melanie
Beisel

SALES REPRESENTATIVE519-590-0835 • mbeisel@royallepage.ca

5080 AMENT 
LINE, 
LINWOOD
Time to leave your 
worries behind and 
move to this 
peaceful country 
property in 
Linwood.  Situated 
on over 1/2acre with an inground pool and greenspace behind.  
With 4 bed and 3.5 bath it is perfect for a large family. Enjoy your 3 
car garage and shop out back for all of your toys. With a little love 
you will have a perfect place to call your forever home.  

$799,000

20 SUNSET 
PL., ELMIRA
Welcome home to 
this quaint 
crescent location. 
This spacious 
family home is 
situated on a pie 
shaped lot with 
finished concrete driveway and a beautifully landscaped mature 
yard. 3bd, 1.2 bath and 3 living room spaces spread out over 5 
floors. Immaculate condition with many recent updates including 
the main bath and kitchen.  Looking for your next family home, this 
ones for you!  

$699,000

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Don’t miss out on this 1850 Square feet 
detached side split, located on a quiet country 
Line, only minutes to all the ameni�es Elmira 
has to offer. 
Four Bedrooms, one and a half baths, large 

kitchen, separate dining Room, main floor Laundry,  formal living room, family Room 
PLUS a large master bedroom.  Ample Storage closets, (one cedar lined), finished 
Recrea�on room in Basement.  To add to the charm, this house is on a large 95 X 185 
� lot, complete with an a�ached Garage with workshop area and a 8 x 10 garden 
shed for all your toys and tools.

No problem finding a quiet place to relax alone or to entertain family and Friends, 
inside or out!!  
Hurry, this country property will not last long … Book your showing today …
MLS #30811945

$579,000         
Blind Line, Elmira     

Welcome to Southside Estates’ community 
of Milverton Meadow's. This Luxury, 1135 
square foot, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 
semi-detached home, features a gorgeous 
kitchen with granite counter tops, including a 
breakfast bar. A�ached garage, appliances 

are all included, (Fridge, Stove, Washer, Dryer and microwave). Premium quality 
vinyl Windows and exterior doors. All of this Located in quiet town with all 
ameni�es including high speed fiber-op�c internet availability. Some Interior 
op�ons s�ll available for you to add your own personal style . MLS # 30799298

$405,717    
Murray Court, Milverton    

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR 
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

Very desirable location amongst executive 
style homes. Great family neighbourhood 
– central to all schools. Still owned by the 
original owner. 3+ bdrm raised bungalow – 
approx. 1,500 sq. ft. Updated kitchen & din-
ing area & main bathroom with air tub. Fin-
ished rec & games room w/gas FP. 3 pc bath, 
4thbdrm& hobby/laundry room. Spacious 
principle rooms. Most windows updated. 
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL – potential for a 
wooded lot severance. Call for details.   MLS 

5 BOBOLINK PLACE, ELMIRA

$824,900

Relax & enjoy the peaceful setting in this 
log cabin/cottage. Great location – locat-
ed near a well travelled road – close to 
Drayton. Open concept main floor kitch-
en/dining area & living space w/wood-
stove. 3 pc. bathroom. 4 bdrms upstairs. 
Living space has sliding doors over-look-
ing the yard & water. Detached garage 
– 14’ x 22’ w/loft for storage. Furnishings 
incl. Leased land.   MLS 

LOT #255 CONESTOGO LAKE

$379,900

Exquisite, custom built bungalow offers 
over 3,000 square feet and is built on 
two lots. Backing onto a wooded for-
est. New concrete driveway. Gourmet 
kitchen recently installed w/dark maple 
cabinetry, commercial stainless steel 
appliances, island and granite counter-
tops. Formal dining room, office & two 
bedrooms on the main floor, both with 

58 PINTAIL DRIVE, ELMIRA

NEW PRICE

Unique opportunity to run your busi-
ness from this totally renovated and 
architecturally pleasing building. Sit-
ting areas w/gas fireplace & water 
feature. Full kitchen w/built in oven, 
range & dishwasher. Upper loft areas. 
Outdoor storage w/additional wash-
room. Numerous perennial gardens & 
creek offer a peaceful outdoor setting.  
MLS 

11 DUNKE STREET N., ELMIRA

$495,000

NEW LISTING

$1,699,900
ensuites. Approximately 2,700 square feet finished in the basement, consisting of 3 
bedrooms, exercise room, huge rec room & games area. Utility room w/stairs to the 
triple garage. 5 bathrooms. Expect to be Impressed! New MLS

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

$965,000  |  Near Drayton   
I.3 acre beautifully landscaped Cape Cod home with a grannie flat/1bedroom 
apt. 3+1 bedrooms, 4 baths, 20 x 38 hobby shop, large garden shed, pool, on a 
paved road. The rooms are spacious, great room w fp and soaring ceiling, open 
concept kitchen and dining.  Totally finished basement. MLS Call Dale.

New Listing  |  $2.25 Million |  Farm
102 acres close to Listowel. 83 workable organic acres, 17 acre bush lot, and a 
3 +1 bedroom ICF constructed home (2009), all on a paved road. Also 2 Coverall 
buildings. MLS. Call Dale Direct. 

New Listing  |  $159,000 |  Rothsay
Prime lot overlooking fields and meandering stream. Sloping lot for walk out 
potential. Survey available. MLS Call Direct.

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com
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R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

Martin, Nancy
Passed away at Listowel Memorial 
Hospital on Friday, June 5, 2020, at the 
age of 57. Nancy, of Linwood, was the 
daughter of Clayton and the late Elvina 
(Shantz) Martin (2017). Sister of Levi 
and Betty of Holyrood, Elo of Brussels, 
Adam of Breslau, Allan and Laurene of 
Elmira, Lydia Martin of Linwood, and 
Jonas of Collingwood. Survived by four 
nephews and seven nieces. Predeceased 
by two nephews. Drive-past visitation 
was held at the family farm on Ament 
Line on Sunday, June 7, 2020 from 1-6 
p.m. A private family graveside service 
was held on Monday, June 8, 2020 at 
Linwood Mennonite Cemetery. A public 
drive-in service for relatives and friends 
followed in the church yard. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Walden, James “Jim”
Peacefully passed away on Wednes-
day, June 3, 2020 at St. Mary’s General 
Hospital, Kitchener, at the age of 86. 
Jim, of Elmira, was the beloved hus-
band of Jean (Ormerod) Walden for 63 
years. Loving father and father-in-law 
of Brad and Chris Walden of Waterloo, 
Suzie Walden (Kevin Percy) of Al-
monte, and Shelley and Dan Riepert 
of St. Clements. Loving grandfather 
of Danika (Blake) Voisin, Curtis, Katie 
(Tyler); Nicholas (Briana), Michelle, 
Jason (Samantha); Matthew and Ty-
ler Riepert; and great-grandfather of 
Zachary Voisin who was born on Jim’s 
birthday. Dear brother of Bill (Yvonne), 
Murray (Eleanor), and Floyd, all of 
Lindsay. Loving brother-in-law of 
Irene Dundas, Trudy Michailoff, and 
Bob Ormerod. Lovingly remembered 
by many nieces and nephews. Pre-
deceased by his parents Howard and 
Vivian (Webster) Walden, son Scott 
(2005), sister and brother-in-law Mari-
lyn and Bob Stewart, and brothers-in-
law Bill Ormerod, Jack Dundas, and 
Carl Michailoff.

Jim was a well-respected, life-time 
leader of the sales department at Moore 
Business Forms. Jim felt he never went 
to work a day of his life, due to the 
people he worked with and his love for 
sales. Jim was an avid skier who loved 
travelling and spending his winters 
in Florida. His quick wit and desire to 
make people laugh was his signature 
characteristic. We remain grateful and 
comforted knowing how much Dad 
positively affected the lives of others.

Cremation has taken place. Due to 
COVID, there will be a private family 
service in Elmira Union Cemetery. At 
an appropriate time, a celebration of 
Jim’s life will take place for all to share 
their stories and fond memories.

Jim wanted us to especially share his 
appreciation for the loving and caring 
staff at The Village at University Gates 
LTC residence in Waterloo. Their 
continuing compassionate care for 
his wife Jean over the last five years 
meant the world to him. In lieu of 
flowers, Jim’s family would appreciate 
donations to the Alzheimer Society of 
Waterloo-Wellington or St Mary’s Gen-
eral Hospital Foundation, Kitchener. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 90th Birthday
Mary Martin!

Celebrating 90 years on June 16th, 2020!  
Wishing you a joyful and memorable day!  

Grandma, you are so dearly loved by many 
friends and family who all wish you health, 

peace, and happiness going forward. Wishing we 
could all celebrate with you in person, so instead 

your Martin family crew is sending lots of love 
and hugs from a distance! xo (multiplied by 90)

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

OBITUARYOBITUARYBIRTHDAY BIRTHDAY

Weber, Marlin W.
Passed away peacefully on Wednesday, 
June 10, 2020, at the age of one day. 
Beloved son of Abner and Verna 
(Weber) Weber. Dear brother of Kevin 
at home. Lovingly remembered by his 
maternal grandparents, Abner and 
Minerva Weber of RR 2, Wallenstein 
and paternal grandparents, Amsey and 
Irene Weber of RR 2, Wallenstein. Loved 
great-grandson of Elvina Gingrich of 
West Montrose and Noah Horst of RR 
3, Listowel. Predeceased by an infant 
brother Ryan (2017) and his sister Violet 
(2018). Mourned by his aunts, uncles 
and many cousins. A private family 
interment and funeral service was 
held at Peel Mennonite Cemetery on 
Thursday, June 11, 2020.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

WANT TO SUPPORT 
THE LOCAL NEWS 
IN THE OBSERVER?
WE INVITE YOU TO VISIT 

WWW.OCNF.ORG TO 
MAKE A DONATION.

THE OBSERVER WILL MATCH YOUR DONATION 
IN CREDIT TOWARDS ANOTHER LOCAL BUSINESS.

Happy Birthday 
Finn! Love you —

Mom & Dad, 
Parker & Billy

Creative,
funny ...

... and our 
favourite 16 
year old kid!

ads.observerxtra.com/stronger-together

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

GET CREATIVE, 
HAVE FUN AND 

WIN PRIZES!
WHC will be purchasing gift 
cards to support our local 

business community!

THE PARTY MIGHT BE CANCELLED
BUT THE NOTICE DOESN'T NEED TO. 

CELEBRATE YOUR MILESTONES WITH AN AD IN THE OBSERVER!
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Food Bank of Waterloo Region has  kicked-o�  
Full Bellies. Happy Hearts, a summer-long campaign 
to raise half a million meals for hungry children in 
the region. The organization is asking the community 
to rise to the challenge and help the 34,552 people 
– 35% whom are children under the age of 18 – ac-
cessing food assistance in Waterloo Region each year.
www.thefoodbank.ca

The KW Community Foundation is hosting a series 
of webinars, called Do More Good Dialogues, about 
the impact of COVID-19 on people in our community. 
A� ordable housing will be the topic June 18 at 1 p.m., 
with panellists Martine August, sssistant professor, 
School of Planning, University of Waterloo; John 
Neufeld, executive director, House of Friendship; and 
Ryan Pettipiere, director of housing services, Region 
of Waterloo.

FOOD DRIVE TALKIN' HOUSING

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Peace of Mind Promised
Every time your vehicle is in our shop we do a complimentary inspection
The technicians start off your appointment with a test drive to make sure
it is driving safely. They then bring the vehicle  into the shop starting the 
inspection with an exterior light check. Once it is up on the hoist we look 
under the vehicle to make sure visually there are no obvious concerns. If 
there are any the technician will let your service advisor know & from there 
you will be contacted. They then proceed to the task that you booked in for.

This is one way we can promise you peace of mind as you drive away 
from your appointment.

~ Dean

LENDING A HAND

Incoming president of the Woolwich Community Lions Club, Lynn McLaughlin, prepares for the club’s food parade on 
June 4. [SEAN HEEGER]

Woolwich Community Lions Club holds food-drive parade to encourage donations

Being of service 
remains paramount

BY SEAN HEEGER
SHEEGER@woolwichobserver.com

Normally the Woolwich 
Community Lions Club 
hosts events and projects 
throughout the year like 
their annual Christmas 
party, princess and su-
perhero ball and a slew of 
others which delight the 
community, while help-
ing to raise much needed 
funds for projects. This 
year, however, most of 
these things have been 
cancelled or may not have 
the chance to run thanks to 
restrictions brought on by 
the coronavirus. 

To make up for this, the 
club hosted a food drive 
parade June 4. Their goal 
was not only to help those 
in need by donating to 
the Woolwich Community 
Services food bank, but 
also to inspire others in 
the community to help 
during this time of great 
uncertainty.

Starting at Lions Hall 
on South Street in Elmira, 
members of the Woolwich 
club turned out with 
cars packed full of food, 
toiletries, and other nec-
essary items. They then 
started their procession 
towards Woolwich Com-
munity Services, head-
ing through downtown 
Elmira hoping to attract 
attention to their efforts. 
The club always likes to 
support local organiza-
tions and they chose WCS 
to receive their donations 

because they saw the 
need right here in town to 
help those going through 
a rough time. 

“We cannot survive 
without one another, LIONS | 25

Seasonal 
strawberries an 

ideal part of salsa

June is of course 
strawberry time, but 
not the hollow white 

ones reminiscent of the 
Tinman’s empty body cav-
ity but that of the richness 
of the Scarecrow’s brain, 
the local deep rich red ber-
ries that only an Ontario 
June can produce.

The Scarecrow was of 
course made from straw, 
which it’s name’s sake had 
come from. Perhaps it was 
the way the berries are 
“strewn” throughout a ber-
ry patch or the use of actual 
straw, whether to line  the 
fields to help elevate early 
crops from late frost on the 
ground or to pack in flatbed 
trucks to absorb damaging 
moisture and protect from 
blazing heat, nevertheless 
the strawberry is here.

The species that we 
currently know and love, 
although actually originally 
cultivated in France, was 
crossbred from we what 
still know of locally as a 
“wild strawberry” but with 
a southern Chilean variety 
to produce a larger, firmer 
berry.

Strawberries are used in 
many sweet dishes, which 
you will see this month if 
you come into our café, but 
are also a perfect dessert 
“au naturel” as nature in-
tended.

This week’s recipe actu-
ally shows a great savoury 
adaptation.

“Salsa” does not have 
to be made with tomatoes 
(which are actually also 
fruits) but can be made 
with many different vari-
ations including of course 
the strawberry.

The moisture soaking 
into the drier grilled chick-
en works wonders as does 
the sweetness counteract-
ing the spice as compli-
menting the bitterness of 
the greens below!

I’ve had skeptics who 
wouldn’t believe that on-
ions and strawberries could 
ever be in the same recipe 
but, like Sam I Am, try it 
and you’ll be amazed!

Grilled Chicken 
Breast with Spicy 
Strawberry Salsa

For the Chicken:

2 lb boneless chicken 
breasts
1 Serrano or jalapeno pepper
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 Tbps. raspberry vinegar
1/4 cup olive oil
Salt, pepper, fennel seed, 
chili powder

For the Salsa:

1 lb Ontario strawberries, 
cleaned and sliced
1 Serrano or jalapeno pepper
2 Tbsp. Raspberry vinegar
1 Tbsp. honey
1 Tbsp. crushed ginger
1 bunch mint, chopped
1/2 red onion, fine diced
Salt & pepper

CHEF'S TABLE | 24

without a community 
and it’s organizations like 
this. It’s very important 
these organizations exist, 
and we cannot exist with-
out community support. 

Even when we’re not 
getting together it’s im-
portant to show support 
because through govern-
ment organizations, we 

CHEF DUFF
CHEF'S TABLE
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Join Us Online
Every Sunday

9:15 & 11:00 AM

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Loneliness

Worship: 9:30am

Service led by EMC Youth

 Service moved on-line.
Please contact the church office 

(elmiramennonitechurch@golden.net)
 for access info.

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

1. Marinade chicken for at least 
an hour.

2. Combine salsa ingredients 
and allow to soak.

3. Drain chicken and sear on me-
dium-hot grill, about 3 minutes 
per side or until cooked through 
(internal temp of 74 C) – rest.

Chef Bruce Du�  is the operator of 
“Chef Du�  at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just 
outside of St. Jacobs Currently, he’s 
o� ering takeout meals for pickup 
by calling 519-500-1715 or emailing 
info@chefdu� .ca.

4. Allow chicken to rest for a 
minute or so, then slice and lay 
over top a bed of greens and 
cover with salsa.

FROM 23

 CHEF'S TABLE: Discovering new 
uses for the sweetness of strawberries

FRIDAY, JUNE 17

 MANAGING DIFFICULT EMOTIONS DURING COVID-19. 
Join us via Zoom online at 1 p.m. In this virtual session 
Penny Bedford will focus on understanding emotional ups & 
downs you may be experiencing, the impact on your health, 
relationships & self-esteem, ways to deal & manage di�  cult 
emotions. To register email gberibun@wchc.on.ca

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t 

local events that are o� ered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Community Care Concepts provides 
services and supports that help seniors 
and adults with unique needs to live inde-
pendently in their own homes across the 
Townships of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wil-
mot.  In an effort to protect the health of our 
clients, volunteers and staff, Community 
Care Concepts has cancelled until further 
notice:

• community exercise programs 
• community dining programs
• social and recreational programming 
• adult day programs located at Barn-

swallow Place in Elmira and Nithview 
Community in New Hamburg 

All other essential services are continu-
ing including:

• Meals on Wheels
• transportation to medical and other 

essential appointments
• ensuring access to groceries and pre-

scriptions
• wellbeing checks
• essential home help services
• support with hospital discharge

We ask for your patience as we priori-
tize requests based upon most immediate 
needs.  

Please contact us at 519-664-1900 or 
1-855-664-1900 if you require assistance or 
know of someone who may require assis-
tance.

At this time, we would like to express our 
sincere thanks to members of our commu-
nity for the outpouring of offers of assis-
tance and support as we ensure that the 
needs of seniors and vulnerable residents of 
our community are addressed. 

 Stay well,
Cathy Harrington, Executive Director
Community Care Concepts of Woolwich, Wellesley & Wilmot

Free Community Volunteer Income 
Tax Program for those living in Woolwich 
Township and northern Wellesley Township 
who have a limited-income. If you would 
like an appointment please call our office 
to book: 519-669-5139. We are practicing 
physical distancing.
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BRAIN FOOD

Plenty of examples of horsing around with the language
     Q.  Unpacking a new 
pair of shoes, you notice 
in the box a packet of sil-
ica gel with directions to 
THROW AWAY, “DO NOT 
EAT.”  What happens if 
you do eat it?

     A.  All sorts of prod-
ucts are packaged with 
silica gel, from consumer 
electronics and furniture 
to shoes and handbags and 
even at times food items 
such as beef jerky and 
dried seaweed, says Dan 
Lewis on his “Now I Know” 
website.  It’s a desiccant, 
designed to keep things 
around it dry.  “Basically, 
silica gel absorbs moisture, 
keeping the cell phone, 
leather shoes or dried meat 
it’s packed with from get-
ting ruined.”
     According to the North 
Carolina Poison Center, if 
you ripped open a packet, 
you’d find either granular 

silicic acid, which resem-
bles sand, or tiny gel beads.  
You shouldn’t eat it, says 
Lewis, because it’s not 
food, but if you did, the gel 
is non-toxic so you’d most 
likely be okay.  There’s no 
risk of overdose, and if a 
child were to ingest some, 
it may cause a bit of dry 
mouth, which a few sips of 
water will dispel.
     Interestingly, you may 
have eaten silica before, 
since it’s added to improve 
flow in powdered foods.  
The “gel” indicates it 
contains water.  If you eat 
silica, it will pass through 
your gastrointestinal tract 
without being digested and 
will then be excreted.
     The danger arises be-
cause the packet tends to 
get stuck in the throat, and 
if children were to eat the 
whole packet, “the hazard 
isn’t poison, it’s choking” 
(“Slate”).

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

      Q.  Do you have horse 
sense?  Do you also 
know the meaning of 
these horse-related 
words: “unhorse,” “che-
valier,” “hippocrene” 
and “horse marine.”

     A.  The origin of “horse 
sense” is unknown, but 
why not foxes instead, 
asks Anu Garg on his 
“A.Word.A.Day” website.  
Perhaps it’s the associ-
ation of horses with the 
country and the sound 
practical judgment associ-
ated with unsophisticated 
country folk.  Or perhaps 
it’s the animals’ sense of 
staying out of trouble.  
Compare with “horse-
feathers” (nonsense).  
Dating back to 1390, 
“unhorse” metaphorically 
means “to unseat from a 
position of power.”
     From Anglo-Norman 
and ultimately from Latin 

“caballus” (horse), a che-
valier is a chivalrous man, 
with qualities of bravery, 
honor and gallantry.  And 
from Greek mythology 
comes “Hippocrene,” a 
spring created by Pega-
sus’s hoof, from the Greek 
“hippos” (horse).  The 
term refers to “poetic 
or literary inspiration.”  
Finally, says Garg, though 
it sounds ridiculous that 
a cavalryman would be of 
much use on water, that’s 
the idea behind “horse 
marine.”  Besides being 
a marine part of a caval-
ry, the term also means 

“something imaginary” 
or “someone out of their 
element,” “a misfit.”
 
Q.  When rummaging 
through a cluttered bag, 
you can find, purely by 
touch, an object you 
have previously only 
seen.  And, conversely, 
you can visually identify 
an object you’ve only 
experienced through 
touch.  The recognition 
of objects across dif-
ferent senses suggests 
the creation of mental 
images-–a sophisticated 
cognitive function.  Can 
other animals do this?

A.  Apes, monkeys and 
rats have been shown to 
associate across sight and 
touch, dolphins across 
sight and hearing, and 
some fish across sight and 
electric-field mapping, say 
cognition researcher Cwyn 

Solvi and her colleagues in 
“Science” magazine.  Now 
add bumble bees, which 
Solvi et al. trained to find 
a sugary solution inside 
either a cube or a sphere in 
complete darkness, then 
let them encounter the 
same two shapes visual-
ly without being able to 
touch them.  The bees 
knew which one held the 
treat.  And it worked the 
other way, as well. 
     Conclude the authors: 
“This suggests that similar 
to humans and other 
large-brained animals, 
insects integrate informa-
tion from multiple senses 
into a complete, globally 
accessible, gestalt percep-
tion of the world around 
them.” 

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

hear about things they 
can’t help with and we 
can,” said Lynn McLaugh-
lin, incoming president 
with the Woolwich Com-
munity Lions Club.

Bigger events that 
the club normally hosts 
throughout the year are 
currently up in the air, 

however, McLaughlin 
said she hopes that things 
like the Christmas party 
and even their Halloween 
event with the firefight-
ers can still go ahead if 
things continue to trend 
in the right direction with 
regards to COVID-19. In 
the meantime, smaller 
things like this can make 

a difference and the club 
is more than happy to 
take the time to brighten 
people’s day.

Because the group can’t 
plan Christmas parties 
and hold meetings, it’s 
just reacting to what 
the community needs. 
In that vein, the Lions 
heard the food bank was 

in need, so they said 
“here’s what we can do” 
and decided to gather 
some food, McLaughlin 
explained.

Right now, they do not 
have plans for anymore 
events or fundraiser 
ideas, but McLaughlin 
encourages people in 
the community who may 

have an idea to contact 
the club through their 
Facebook page and hope-
fully get the ball rolling.

“If you’ve got some 
ideas, we would love it. 
If we do see a need and 
you’d like us to put some-
thing on… we really have 
to put our heads together 
and try to think up what 

 � LIONS: Club remains optimistic it will be able to go ahead with some of the events planned for later this year
we can do,” said Mc-
Laughlin. “If the commu-
nity has some ideas, we’d 
love to hear them.”

She encourages every-
one in the community 
to help during this time, 
and asks if they have any 
ideas for fundraisers and 
events that should be run 
to contact them online.

FROM 23

Woolwich Community Lions Club members met at Lions Hall in Elmira before starting a short parade through town June 4 to drop donations at Woolwich Community Services. [SEAN HEEGER]

Calling all
local picture
takers.
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• Porch-rait
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OBSERVER CROSSWORDACROSS
1. Makeup, fashion, lifestyle
7. Pretentious sort
11. Pro ___
15. Intimidate, with "out"
20. Eyeball benders
21. Concentrate
22. Type of angle on plane 
wing
24. Pronoun
25. Indian maids
26. Eyepiece
28. Interlaced
29. Run off to the chapel
31. Not successful (2wrds)
33. Foolhardy
34. Me myself and I
35. Alright
36. Type of porous rock
38. "Back in the ___"
40. Zero
41. Helium, oxygen
42. "___ to Joy"
44. Angle between leaf 
stalk and branch
46. Measurement
47. Italy's domain
48. Term by Freud
50. 80's fitness
52. Jack-in-the-pulpit, e.g.
53. NBA team
55. Paid to kidnappers
58. Artery
60. Not great
63. Flat bottomed boat
65. Apply
67. Vegetable
68. Band: New York ___
69. Girl pronoun
71. Formal respect
72. 90
75. Abbrev South
76. Refer to yourself
78. Campus military org.
79. Ejaculate
80. Alien weapon (2wrds)
84. Foreword, for short
87. Too __ to handle!
88. Sealskin wearer, maybe
89. __ In Space
90. In doubt
91. Airport area
93. Measurement abbrev.
94. Attempt effort
95. Pack animals
97. Semitransparent Gem-
stone
99. New Zealand bird
100. Toilet
102. Unhappiness
104. Source of nuclear 
energy
106. Came before chicken?
107. Spanish spiced stew
109. Feeling worse
111. Same score
112. Indefinite article
113. Seafood
114. Advocate
116. Length x width, for a 
rectangle
117. Atlas enlargement
118. ___ Zeppelin
119. 
121. Backpacks

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain fi ring on all synapes. This crossword is 

only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

123. Alpine transport
125. Bowl over
126. 3.14
127. Adverb
128. One thing after another
130. Backstabber
131. Triangular sail
133. Shallon to the Brits
135. Considered deadly
137. Bag
138. Cup holder
141. Together
143. Pie cuts, essentially
146. Reflection
148. Airhead
149. Arduous journey
150. Research/training after 
PhD
153. Do you like eaing liver?
154. Toronto, for short
155. Clouds on the ground
157. Kind of store
159. Sibling
161. deoxyribonucleic acid
162. "___ rang?"

164. Snowmobile
166. Commotion
168. Pronoun
169. Louder volume
170. Three singers
171. Computer screen
173. Sideways displacement
175. Icky
177. Imagined
179. ___ a high note (2wrds)
180. To __, or not ...
181. Disagreement
183. Socially inept
184. Counters
186. Bailiwicks
187. Brownish purple
188. Sheriff's men
189. Street drug

DOWN
2. Borrowed money
3. A consise explanation
4. Beat to a pulp
5. Together, they could be 
a bore

6. Bliss
7. Campaigner, for short
8. Sacred beetle of ancient 
Egypt
9. Largest continent on 
Earth
10. Canadian neighbour
11. Mayan ___
12. Clear your throat
13. Deca
14. Paid message
15. Amigo
16. One-armed bandit
17. ___ salad
18. That guy
19. Muslim monk regarded 
as holy man
21. Pelt
22. Hair style
23. Revive
27. Famous
28. Global health body 
(accro.)
30. Violent attempt to over-
throw government

32. Cdn province (abbrev)
35. A hug and a kiss
37. More fitting
39. Attempt
41. Stir up, in a way
43. Computer info
44. BBs, e.g.
45. Island rings
49. Live wire, so to speak
51. Bluecoat
54. Toronto, for short
56. South American plant 
with edible flowers
57. Mother
59. Enlarge, as a hole
61. Abounding in Elms
62. Backside
64. Condo, e.g.
65. Deprive of courage
66. And further (2wrds)
68. Back part (zoology)
70. Small artificial caves
73. Constitutes
74. Complimentary close
75. Reprimand

77. Data
79. Waggish
81. Shaving aid
82. Maladies
83. Hindu person's soul
84. __ then, else
85. Former printer occupa-
tion
86. They secrete sebum on 
your body (2wrds)
87. Pilgrimage to Mecca
90. Chemical cousin
92. Afflict
93. 14th century empire
96. Where you __?
98. "Act your ___!"
101. Greeting
102. Dispose of
103. Pig sounds
105. Kind of pie
108. Eyes, poetically
110. An african village
112. Heirloom location
115. Half a club dancer
118. Young lady
120. Like, with "to"
121. Weight
122. Battery contents
124. Exist
125. Essential principle
126. Hobby
129. Indian side dish
130. Archaeological site
131. Prontos
132. Pet bird
133. Esp. in Scandinavia, 
canned herrings, sold as 
sardines
134. A chip, maybe
135. "The Open Window" 
writer
136. Bite
139. This always happens 
before noon
140. Automatic
142. Always means itself
143. Break
144. Compounds of metal 
salts
145. Jewish name for non-
Jew (plr)
147. Rat
151. They're boring
152. 2nd leading actor
156. Additional
158. Belonging pronoun
160. Pigpen
163. On a higher level
165. Popular Mennonite 
girl's name
167. Royal Academy of the 
Dramatic Arts
169. Acid produced when 
body breaks down beer
171. Calendar square
172. Grasslands
174. Nobleman ranking 
above baron (abrev)
175. African grazer
176. Same as clue 158
178. Barely get, with "out"
180. University degree
182. On a higher level
183. Half a club dancer
185. Near

VOTE for People’s Choice 
Calling all local 
picture takers.

ads.observerxtra.com/stronger-together
Free online registration Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

Submit by June 27, 2020

Winners announced in July 2, 2020 edition of the Observer.
See online for o�cial rules.
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LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

OPEN FOR WALK INS

LAPTOPS • IPADS• IPADS • MACBOOKS• IPADS

June Specials!
Acer c720 
Chromebook

11.6” Screen, 
Google Chrome OS, 

WebCam, HDMI
$14999

APPLE MacBook Air

$49999

Intel i5 425ou, 
1.3 ghz 4 gig x 128 gig SSD

11" screen • Mojave OS
FROM

9999

Intel i5 425ou, 
1.3 ghz 4 gig x 128 gig SSD

11" screen • Mojave OS

Intel i5 5300u 2.3ghz, 8gig 
Ram, 256 SSD Hard Drive 
15.6" Screen, Windows OS

Lenovo
T550

$59999
Intel i5 5300u 2.3ghz, 8gig 
Ram, 256 SSD Hard Drive 

Lenovo
T550

$$599599599599599999999

Apple iPad Air-2Apple iPad Air-2

$24999
FROM64GB

WOW!

Dell-7020
Intel i5
Tower

$32999

Dell-7020

Special

8GB RAM, 500GB HD

Power Tower!
Intel i7 3.4GHz,16GB 
RAM, 512GB-SSD, 
Nvidia K620

Intel i7 3.4GHz,16GB 
RAM, 512GB-SSD, 
Nvidia K620

$59999

Special

UNLOCKED
iPhone - 6’s $16900

FROM

WOW!

Second
Location

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HPProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE
MacBookPro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-20 B Arthur St N.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

BESIDE THE OBSERVER www.realitybytescomputers.com

FENDING OFF AN INVASION

Volunteers Inge Rinne and Audrey Gleeson tackle the spread of garlic mustard in an Elmira woodlot. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Volunteers take on battle against weeds in Elmira woodlot
BY DAMON MACLEAN
DMACLEAN@woolwichobserver.com

Its dead and dying ash 
trees culled last year in an 
effort to curb the spread of 
the emerald ash borer, an 
Elmira woodlot has a new 
nemesis to battle this year: 
garlic mustard.

The South Parkwood 
subdivision woodlot 
saw some 1,260 trees re-
moved, soon followed by 
a community initiative to 
replant some of what was 
lost. Now, a group known 
as the Stewards of South 
Parkwood is taking on an-
other invasive species. 

Audrey Gleeson and her 
husband Pat reached out 
to the group last month, 
looking for assistance in 
fighting the spread of gar-
lic mustard.  Five members 
of the team responded, 
helping to identify and 
remove the weed, identi-
fiable by its heart-shaped 
leaves with little flowers 
on top.

All the empty space 
created by the removal of 
trees proved fertile ground 
for the invasive species.

“It was absolutely full in 
here,” said Gleeson.

“[It’s] partly the result 
from opening up the cano-

py, from when they cleared 
trees out. Some of it tends 
to be worse at entrances 
where there is light,” said 
Trees for Woolwich chair 
Inge Rinne of the situation 
in the woodlot.

Garlic mustard should 

be removed because it 
chokes out other forms 
of plant life, with Rinne 
noting it’s best to catch the 
plants before the flowers 
seed out. Within the area, 
there is a large population 
of wildflowers, including 

jack-in-the-pulpit and On-
tario’s provincial flower, 
the trillium.

After garlic mustard 
is removed, the plants 
should be dried out and 
then burned in an area 
where the seeds will not 

cover in order to ensure 
the weeds won’t spread.

Gleeson has spent a 
considerable amount of 
time each day removing 
the weeds from the path, 
putting in an hour here 
and an hour there. Her 

efforts have paid off, as 
seen in the full loads she 
takes out. Passersby have 
asked her about the un-
dertaking, which provides 
an opportunity to explain 
the severity of the prob-
lem, she said.

Rinne and Gleeson also 
intend to create an adopt-
a-patch program, looking 
for volunteers to maintain 
small parts of the wood-
lot.

“If you have a five-
foot-by-five-foot patch, 
then it’s not so daunting. 
That’s your job, and you 
can keep that area clear.” 

South Parkwood is not 
the only place in the area 
that’s been subjected to 
mass overtaking by garlic 
mustard. Victoria Park 
and along the Kissing 
Bridge Trail are two other 
current hot spots for the 
plant. With the plant hav-
ing a two-year cycle, Glee-
son and Rinne are inter-
ested in seeing how it will 
spread next spring/sum-
mer following the group’s 
eradication efforts.

Trees for Woolwich in-
tends to place some infor-
mation about garlic mus-
tard on its website (part of 
healthywoolwich.org) to 
help raise awareness.  

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniours and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 
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CHECK OUT SOME OF OUR IN-STOCK INVENTORY

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

2-TONE2-TONE
FRIEZE FRIEZE 

CARPETCARPET

$$114949
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

CARPET

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
SOLID OAKSOLID OAK

NATURAL RUSTICNATURAL RUSTIC

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3” X 6”3” X 6”
SUBWAY TILESSUBWAY TILES

$$118787
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

12” X 24”12” X 24”
CLICK CLICK 

VINYL TILESVINYL TILES

$$227777
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

13”X13”13”X13”
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$110000
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

5’ X 7’5’ X 7’
SHAGSHAG

AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

$$49499999
FROM EACH

Bill
Nelson
Broker of Record
519.323.4660

Brett
Parker
Broker
519.323.9447

Drew
Nelson
Broker
519.509.5054

Sharon
Wenger
Sales Rep.
519.509.2525

Jessica
McFarlane
Sales Rep.
519.323.8109

Brian
Padfield
Sales Rep.
519.323.1906

153 Main St. S., Mount Forest • www.coldwellbanker.ca

Coldwell Banker
WIN Realty
Brokerage

519.323.3022
1.800.354.6795

Independently Owned & Operated

A piece of history, with a modern flair. Known for years as "Moore's 
Castle". 3 bedroom home undergone tasteful renos while preserving 
the character. 10'9' ceiling heights, curved wooden stair case and 
floor to ceiling wood burning fireplace. Original home has been 
supplemented this with a single storey addition designed to be an 
inlaw/guest suite with 3 pc ensuite. Ground floor laundry, walkin 
closet in master bedroom, kitchen island and attached single car 
garage. Walk out the patio door onto the south facing covered patio 
that overlooks the expansive 1/3 acre lot, landscaping and gazebo 
as well as the adjacent rolling farmland. All this is located on a quiet, 
low traffic street.    #253182    $449,900

Newly  constructed in quiet neighbourhood by a well established 
Tarion Registered builder. This 1,677 sq. ft. home is ready for 
immediate occupancy. Features include open concept principal 
rooms with a "wishbone" cathedral ceiling and an abundance of 
windows, an oversized kitchen island, granite counter tops, custom 
cabinets, coffered ceiling in the master bedroom, walk in closet and 
ensuite washroom with separate shower and soaker tub. With over 
450 sq. ft. of covered porches there is plenty of room to relax on this 
2/3 acre lot, backing onto open farmland   #239994  $724,900

4-bedrm bungalow with an open feel; living room with lrg windows 
& electric fireplace; dining rm with sliding glass doors that lead to 
the backyard deck. Kitchen has plentiful counter space and 
oak-faced cabinetry with features like pull-out drawers. Main floor 
laundry as well as 2 bedrms and a 4-pc bath.  Fully finished bsmt 
with 2 more bedrms, 3-pc bath & a rec room with gas fireplace.  
Bsmt also has lots of storage options and a walk-up that leads into 
the garage which has a loft with a small workshop. Full fenced 
backyard.. Flexible closing date.      #261257  $439,500

4 season home is located in a 3 season section of Spring Valley 
Park. Westerly views over the man made Tamarak Lake, catch and 
release fishing, non motorized boating and swimming on this or the 
other lake located within the Park. Enjoy mini golf, horse shoes and 
baseball or one of the many summer programs/activities within the 
Park. This immaculately maintained 1+ bdrm home has a sunroom, 
covered deck & a dbl car asphalt drive. Furnishings can be included.       
#245858   $99,900

songs and performances.
In recent years, the rise 

of podcasts has been over-
whelming, seen as a great 
way to dig deeper into the 
minds of musicians and sep-
arate the persona of a mu-
sician from who they truly 
are. That, in turn, allows 
fans to develop a stronger 
connection to the artist. 

Omar Elkhatib is a Wa-
terloo-based musician 
involved in the local mu-
sic scene, both playing 
in bands and behind the 
scenes. Recently, Elkhatib 
has created his own podcast 
called The B.U.D. podcast, 
where he talks about mu-
sic-related subjects, but also 
matters outside of the world 
of music. Elkhatib sees the 
excessive amount of extra 
time as “the only good 
thing to come out of this.” 

He said he believes there 
will be a rise in do-it-your-
self shows in the region 
after quarantine ends. With 
the closure of Chainsaw, a 
local music venue, Elkhatib 
added he hopes that “the 
community can be more 
open to a DIY approach 
to music after this whole 
thing. I think we are start-
ing to appreciate the small 
things in life including loud 
music and being social.”

With Global Citizen’s 

One World: Together at 
Home being a large suc-
cess, Alper sees the online 
concert and live-stream 
platforms as something 
that will be permanent 
following the return to a 
normal music scene. Simi-
lar platforms such as KEXP 
and Tiny Desk have existed 
in the past and been suc-
cessful, but now that these 
streams are the only way 

to consume live music, it 
is not a question that some 
people may choose to stick 
with the stream instead of 
going to a live concert after 
COVID-19.

Even as we emerge from 
the lockdown, it remains 
difficult to predict just 
what the music scene will 
look like when we return 
to what passes for the new 
normal.

 � ALTERNATIVES: Pandemic has reshaped music, and 
forced artists to find new ways to connect with audiences 

FROM 16

Jesse Cook has enlisted his young daughter to create new videos for his 
songs. [SUBMITTED]
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