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CREATIVE ARTS

Podcast 
explores the 
artistic side
of the region
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WHERE TIRES ARE A SPECIALTY, NOT A SIDELINE.
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service

35 Howard Ave., ELMIRA, ON | 519-669-3232

650 Weber St N, Waterloo
519-888-9992

stonelandscapes.ca
info@stonelandscapes.ca

CLEARANCE PAVERS
 • Over 35,000 sqft available
 • As low as $1.75/sqft
 • All under $3.50/sqft
 • 7 styles to choose from
 • Pave patios or driveways 
Further clearance items available,
up to 80% o� - limited quantities! 

Masks mandatory in 
public indoor spaces 
across the region

REGION OF WATERLOO

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Face masks will be manda-
tory in most public indoor 
spaces in Waterloo Region 
as of Monday, as council 
this week unanimously 
approved new measures to 
slow the spread of the nov-
el coronavirus.

You’ll be required to 
wear a mask that covers 
your mouth, nose and chin 
when entering locations 
such as retail stores, coffee 
shops and theatres, as well 
as when using public tran-
sit. The new rules go into 
effect July 13.

The move follows ad-
vice from health officials, 
based on the fact COVID-19 
spreads mainly from per-
son-to-person through 
respiratory droplets when 
an infected person coughs, 
sneezes, or talks. Droplets 
can travel up to two metres 
(six feet).

“Making masks manda-
tory is yet another tool to 
help reduce the spread of 
COVID-19 in our communi-
ty,” said regional Chair Kar-
en Redman, noting the two 
bylaws approved Monday 
night will remain in effect 
through September 30.

“It was really important 

for regional council to have 
an end-date because we 
recognize that what this 
bylaw was trying to do is 
strike a balance between 
two very entrenched points 
of view, one that was pro 
mask-wearing and one 
that felt the science didn’t 
support it. ... We needed an 
end-date. September 30, is 
the same ending the Toron-
to bylaw has, but it should 
be made very clear that 
council has the ability to 
extend that: we just wanted 
a marker in time where 
we would examine it and 
discussed many things that 
can be looked at. Obvious-
ly, we’ll talk to our medical 
officer of health and get 
input from them. We will 
look at what the province is 
doing.”

While the bylaw allows 
for fines of up to $1,000, the 
focus will be on educating 
the public, she added.

Businesses will be re-
quired to post signs indi-
cating masks are obligato-
ry, but enforcement will be 
left to the region. The list of 
spots where face-coverings 
are required include malls, 
places of worship, lobbies 
of commercial buildings, 
professional service areas, 

MASKS | 04

Fire destroys Wellesley barn
The barn at the Manser Road property was already fully engulfed when firefighters arrived on scene Saturday afternoon.  [COLIN MERLIHAN]

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Saturday’s sweltering heat 
found firefighters from all 
three township fire sta-
tions battling a blaze that 
destroyed a barn north of 
Wellesley. 

Passersby noticed the 
structure was on fire 

around noon on July 4, 
helping five cattle escape 
before the flames spread. 
By the time emergency 
crews arrived at the Manser 
Road property, the barn 
was fully engulfed. No in-
juries were reported, but 
damage was estimated at 
$300,000.

Township fire chief Paul 

Redman said the barn was 
mostly abandoned, filled 
mainly with hay. An old 
structure, it went up quick-
ly and was completely de-
stroyed, he added, noting 
such buildings tend to burn 
fast and hot. 

The barn was largely 
in flames and starting to 
collapse when firefighters 

arrived, said Redman.
The cause of the fire re-

mains unknown, though 
foul play is not suspected. 
Redman said there was 
sparking from an electrical 
line going into the barn, 
but officials are unsure if 
that’s what initiated the 
blaze. The investigation 
continues.
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Be Kind To Those Protecting
Themselves & Others

woolwich.ca/COVID19
Subscribe to this website if you are

looking for regular updates on COVID19

Reminder: Dispose used paper surgical masks in the garbage.

#RespectTheMask

WATER CONSERVATION  
BY-LAW STARTS MAY 31

Once-per-week  
lawn watering is in effect 

May 31 - September 30.

For more information: 519-575-4400  •  www.regionofwaterloo.ca/water

5:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Remember that lawn watering days are 
based on the last digit in your house number.
If your address ends in:
 0 or 1 your watering day is:  Monday
 2 or 3 Tuesday
 4 or 5 Wednesday
 6 or 7 Thursday
 8 or 9 Friday

The following activities are permitted 
during the above watering hours for 

even-numbered addresses on even days 
of the month and for odd-numbered 

addresses on odd days of the month:
• Watering of shrubs, trees and gardens

• Washing of vehicles
• Pool top-ups

Thanks for doing your part!

For newly planted sod/seed lawns 
and nematode applications contact 

the Region for a permit.

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS OF 
WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP 

2019 Audited Financial Statements 

Copies of the Township of Wellesley’s 2019 Audited Financial 
Statements are available free of charge at the Township Of-
fice, 4639 Lobsinger Line at Crosshill, or for download on the 
Township’s website, at www.wellesley.ca

These statements have been prepared in accordance with 
Generally Accepted Accounting Principles set for Canadian 
municipalities through the Public Sector Accounting Board. 

2020 Tax Rate Information
The Township of Wellesley 2020 tax rate information is avail-
able at the Township Office.  Tax rate information may be 
viewed or downloaded on the Township’s website.

Theresa Bisch
Treasurer

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The extended spell of hot, dry weather has prompted 
all four rural townships in the region to ban open-air 
burning as of last Saturday. The move is an e� ort to 
reduce fi re risk given all the drying brush and grass. 
Failure to comply with the ban could result in charges 
and/or fee for service if the fi re department is required 
to respond and extinguish an unauthorized burn. 
BBQs and small campfi res are still permitted. 

On Monday, an assortment of politicians gathered at 
the airport in Breslau to greet Queen Elizabeth. They 
were back again the following day, this time for a 
ceremony with much less pomp and circumstance: 
the ground-breaking of a new $10.8 million building. 
The 28,000-square-foot facility will centralize fl eet 
maintenance and the new in-house fi refi ghting equip-
ment at the Region of Waterloo International Airport.
From the July 10, 2010 edition of The Observer

BURN BAN IN EFFECT FROM THE ARCHIVES 

building centre

JL’s Duke St

Shophomehardware.ca5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 • Text JL’s 226.979.1850 and choose JL’s as your home Store.

Each

Was $4.49297SAVESAVE
33%building centre 33%

CLEANING
 VINEGAR VINEGAR
Double strength. 10%. 3L. 4581-226
No rainchecks. No online orders. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Born April 1, 2020, Lucy 
Van Doormaal was barely 
a month old when her par-
ents, Elmira native Laura 
Kendall and Scott Van 
Doormaal, were given the 
terrifying news that she 
was living with a rare ge-

HOUSING

Demolition work at the Elmira property got underway Monday. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Demolition work got underway this week, clearing away debris from May incident

EDCL begins rebuilding 
group home gutted by fire

Parents turn to community in fundraising effort

FUNDRAISING | 04

netic disease, spinal mus-
cular atrophy (SMA).  Lucy 
was diagnosed with Type 1 
– the most aggressive form 
of the disease – on May 5. 
This condition, which af-
fects perhaps one in 8,000 
babies, is a motor neuron 
disease which causes mus-
cle weakness and atrophy. 
It can inhibit a child’s abili-

ty to crawl, walk, sit up and 
control head movements. 
Breathing and the ability to 
swallow are also impaired. 

In many cases if left un-
treated, the life expectancy 
of a child is less than two 
years.

Her family is now asking 
the community for help to 
get Lucy a groundbreaking 

gene therapy treatment 
which has shown to alter 
the cause of the disease 
and potentially put a per-
manent stop to it. The cost 
of this treatment, which is 
not currently available in 
this country, is almost $3 
million Canadian.

Her parents knew some-
thing was wrong just two 

weeks after her birth, when 
Lucy started to present a 
decrease in muscle tone 
and infant reflexes during 
a regular newborn check-
up. After undergoing many 
days of tests, the end re-
sults came in and SMA was 
found to be present in her 
system. Since then changes 
have been made to their 

lifestyle in order for Lucy 
to live the best way she 
can. She sleeps with a bi-
level positive airway pres-
sure (BiPAP) machine and 
an oximeter to measure 
her pulse and blood oxy-
gen levels. She also had to 
undergo surgery to have a 
feeding tube inserted into 

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

What was left by the fire 
went under the wrecking 
ball this week, the next step 
in rebuilding an Elmira 
District Community Living 
(EDCL) group home.

The building on the cor-
ner of Flamingo Drive and 
First Street in Elmira was 
gutted in a fire in May. On 
Monday, crews began dem-
olition at the site.

The fire left four EDCL 
clients in need of alterna-
tive housing.

“Two of them are 
renting a house on Duke 
Street owned by Woodside 
Church,” said Cheryl Pe-
terson, services director at 
EDCL, of the steps taken 
to house the men. Another 
moved into a vacancy at 
another one of EDCL group 
home properties. “The last 
gentleman, he moved right 
directly back into our rent-
al program, and so they’re 
kind of all over the place.”

All four men are expect-
ed to move back into the 
facility once it has been 

rebuilt. EDCL estimates 
the property will reopen 
before the end of the year. 
Although many posses-
sions were destroyed, and 
nothing could be reclaimed 
for the four men that lived 
there for 20 years, they will 
be able to re-enter their 
home sooner than later. GROUP HOME | 03

WELLESLEY COUNCIL

Four-way stop OK'd
to improve safety at
Wellesley intersection

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

A four-way stop is planned 
for the intersection of 
Queens Bush and Nafziger 
roads in Wellesley, town-
ship council citing safety 
concerns last week in ap-
proving the new measure.

The move goes beyond a 
pedestrian crossover (PXO) 
proposed by the Region of 
Waterloo. 

Regional staff last fall 
conducted a traffic and pe-
destrian count and came to 
the conclusion that a PXO 
would be a safe alternative 
for pedestrians to cross 
Queens Bush Road from 
the west side. Acting on 
local knowledge, township 
staff recommended the all-
way stop instead.

Mayor Joe Nowak said 
a four-way stop for that 
intersection has been dis-
cussed for years, pointing 
to a recent collision there 
as an indication better safe-
ty measures are needed.

“An eight-year-old girl 
was hit by a motorcycle… 
and the motorcycle was go-
ing through that intersec-

tion. I would think that if 
there was a stop sign there, 
that probably wouldn’t 
have happened,” he said at 
a June 30 council session.

“This thing has been on 
the books for the last four 
mayors – I think Albert 
Erb was trying to get this 
approved,” Nowak added, 
saying he wasn’t convinced 
a PXO was the best solu-
tion.

“To put that crosswalk 
where it is now not safe, 
I firmly believe that they 
(people crossing the street) 
will not be safe. [I believe] 
that people will still go 
through that intersec-
tion and anybody at that 
crosswalk will be moving 
targets.”

A pedestrian crossover 
would also mean the re-
moval of three parking 
spaces, while that would 
not be the case with the 
four-way stop option, he 
noted.

Coun. Herb Neher was 
the lone vote against the 
idea, noting he is not a fan 
of four-way stops because 
they tend to lead to more 

INTERSECTION | 04

“They’re going to be 
building a brand-new 
house – it’s going to be the 
same footprint, it’s going 
to be the same. Obviously, 
the foundation will stay. 
So, we’ll just build up and 
we’re going to use the same 
blueprints, and then do 
[modifications] because 

the [original house was 
built] in 1997. So we’ll do 
any updates that need to 
be done, and there was 
some things that weren’t 
in the home originally and 
that, you know, we will be 
adding, like some tracking 
for lifting and if the needs 
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Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Free blood pressure  
 monitoring

• Free blood sugar
 monitor training

• Medication review 
 Meds-Check

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

hotels and motels, laun-
dromats, indoor arenas, 
indoor theatres and con-
cert venues, arcades and 
municipal buildings.

A second bylaw also ap-
plies to public transit, in-
cluding Grand River Transit 
stations, shelters as well as 
ION trains and platforms. 
The GRT will be providing 
an estimated 40,000 masks 
to riders, some of which are 
disposable and some reus-
able. The handout ensures 
people that may be put into 
vulnerable tight areas such 
as a bus, where it remains 
extremely difficult to keep 
six feet of separation.

In a video briefing Tues-
day, acting medical officer 

her stomach.
“She’s a pretty happy 

newborn. Obviously she 
has challenges, and it’s 
really heartbreaking as a 
mom to watch her be in 
pain or struggle because 
she does struggle to kick 
her legs or to move and 
she get uncomfortable and 
I’ll have to reposition her,” 
said Kendall. “But other 
than that, she giggles, she 

Recently, Lucy’s parents 
were told that she was a 
strong candidate for the 
new treatment Zolgensma, 
and they are now doing 
everything they can to 
help their daughter get the 
care she needs, while also 
ensuring that no child has 
to go through this in the 
future. 

Because of the high out 
of pocket price tag and 
the fact that OHIP will not 
cover the cost, Kendall and 
her husband have created 
a GoFundMe page, asking 
others for help to reach 
their goal to save Lucy’s 
life. Their campaign goal 
is to get 600,000 people to 
donate $5. To date, more 

of health Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang 
praised council’s decision.

“I am supportive of the 
new bylaw, requiring face 
coverings in enclosed pub-
lic places and on public 
transit. The bylaws further 
support my strong recom-
mendation that people 
wear masks, and physical 
distancing is a challenge, 
especially in enclosed 
indoor settings and on 
public transit. I continue to 
recommend that residents 
follow the other public 
health measures as a must: 
physical distancing where 
we can practice it, proper 
hand hygiene, self-isolat-
ing and getting tested if 
we develop symptoms. To-
gether with face coverings, 

or masks these measures 
will help slow the spread of 
COVID-19 in our communi-
ty,” she said.

For those who cannot 
wear a mask, face shields 
are now considered ap-
propriate. People unable 
to wear a mask are not 
required to disclose any 
medical information and 
cannot be denied entry to 
a location. The bylaw also 
exempts children under 
the age of five.

While the regional rules 
are in effect until the end 
of September, there’s a 
good possibility the date 
will be extended, Redman 
suggested. That said, if 
the province came up with 
face-covering legislation of 

its own, it would supersede 
any municipal bylaws.

“There’s a lot of moving 
parts to this. We will abso-
lutely be monitoring public 
health, the incidents of com-
munity spread. But it’s really 
important to keep reiterat-
ing that we are not through 
this pandemic until we have 
a vaccine or a cure. So, this 
could be many months, 
depending on whose crystal 
ball you’re believing when 
people look at the model-
ling, said Redman.

 Information on facial 
covering best practices and 
specifics from the bylaw 
are available on the Region 
of Waterloo’s website at 
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/
en/face-covering-by-law.

MASKS: Most of us will be obliged to wear face-coverings in public spaces
FROM 01

treated the better chance 
Lucy will have and the 
most successful cases have 
received the drug within 
one to three months. 

“The sooner she gets this 
treatment, the better. The 
results for her life will be 

so much better [and her] 
quality of life and longev-
ity [will increase]. Most of 
the children who have had 
the most success with this 
drug, got it within one to 
three months of life. And it 
could be months or at least 
six months to a year before 
it’s approved in Canada and 
the drug is only available to 
children under the age of 
two. So, there is a finite win-
dow that we have [to get her 
treated],” said Kendall.

Because the treatment is 
so new, there is no defini-
tive outcome for Lucy, but 
doctors are optimistic.

To donate online, go to 
www.gofundme.com/f/lu-
cyvandoormaal. 

 FUNDRAISER: Parents faced with huge costs for groundbreaking gene-therapy treatment  child's rare disease
FROM 03

traffic in the area. 
“It impedes traffic [and] 

you’re going to have trucks 
that are going to be stop-
ping. You’re going to have 
lineups of cars, you’re 
going to have more pollu-
tion and [there are] noise 
factors and everything else. 
I really question the effec-
tiveness of four-way stop 
signs,” said Neher. 

Nowak countered the 
Ward 2 councillor’s argu-
ment by pointing out that 

trucks already have to slow 
down in that area to make 
a tight turn. 

Coun. Peter van der 
Maas said he fully supports 
the four-way stop after 
petitioning for one to be 
installed about 20 years 
ago. He says he was met 
with some opposition from 
community members who 
raised the same points as 
Neher, adding there have 
been no complaints since, 
and everyone with kids will 
be able to “breathe a sigh 

 INTERSECTION: Crosswalk not deemed safe enough

FROM 03

of the individuals changed 
over time, so it’s going to 
do some upgrades to it, but 
it’ll be the same footprint,” 
Peterson explained.

Ironically, the fire oc-
curred just weeks after the 
building underwent exten-
sive renovations following 
a flood.

Following the incident, 
EDCL was inundated with 
donations from the com-
munity through the Can-
ada Helps section of their 
website. However, one 

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Fishing in the province 
brings in more than $1.6 
billion annually, support-
ing many local businesses 
in rural areas. Canada has 
fishing in its heritage and 
it has been a very low-cost 
way to get out and explore 
the outdoors.

Amateur anglers have 
been able to take advan-
tage of free fishing over 
the first week of July and 
other special holidays like 
Family Day, Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day, for the 
past few years as the Ontar-
io government has made 
a push to get people out 
exploring what the lakes 
and waterways have to of-
fer. This year the Ford gov-
ernment is extending the 
family fishing week, giving 
additional time to those 
who want to take advan-
tage doing a safe social dis-
tancing activity outdoors, 
while also supporting the 
tourism sector. 

From July 4 to 19, any-

of relief.”
The community also has 

issues with a pedestrian 
crossover, as indicated by 
the region’s survey last 
fall. Of 150 responses, 30 
per cent were in favour of 
the PXO, while 57 per cent 
were against it and 13 per 
cent were neutral. No al-
ternatives to the PXO were 
offered, but 52 per cent of 
respondents indicated that 
an all-way stop, traffic sig-
nals or flashing lights were 
preferred.

 GROUP HOME: Community responds to effort to raise 
funds for EDACL group home gutted by fire in May

FROM 03
neighbour took it on them-
selves to do a run to raise 
money for the building of 
a new home. In total, there 
has currently been $9,000 
raised through community 
donations.

Damage to the building 
due to the fire was pegged 
at $750,000, though actual 
costs are likely to be higher 
as the project advances.

EDCL hosts individuals 
with intellectual disabili-
ties within the community, 
employing 75 full-time 
workers as well as 159 

part-timers. It provides 
services in Woolwich, 
Wellesley and Mapleton 
townships to some 130 in-
dividuals.

Along with programs for 
people with intellectual 
disabilities, the non-prof-
it organization provides 
housing to more than 50 
people through a number 
of group homes. 

Donations to EDCL are 
still open at the Canada 
Helps website, found at 
www.canadahelps.org/en/
dn/6625.

Encouraging us to get outdoors, province 
extends free family fishing week

one in the province can 
pick up their rod and reel 
and fish without a license. 
Because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the government 
thought this would be a 
great low-risk way to enjoy 
family time, while also 
helping to support local 
businesses affected by the 
pandemic.

“With everybody being 
cooped up with COVID-19, 
we wanted to try and fig-
ure out some ways that 
we could get people back 
outside being active in the 
outdoors and fishing is a 
pretty low-risk way to be 
able to do that,” said Kitch-
ener-Conestoga MPP Mike 
Harris.“Obviously, if you’re 
with your own family and 
you’re following social or 
physical distancing pro-
tocols it’s something that 
can be done pretty easily 
with low risk of catching 
or transmitting COVID-19 
if you were to have it. We 
want to try and promote 
people getting out getting 
active and doing it in a safe 
and sustainable manner.”

Harris says the govern-
ment has been trying to 
promote this for the past 
few years as a way to get 
people outdoors, and be-
cause of the virus this year 
it’s especially important 
for people and businesses 
to have this additional 
week. He says he has been 
an avid angler for the three 
decades, so he knows 
firsthand the impact that 
fishing has on the business 
industry.

“I’ve been fishing for 
about 33 years and if you 
factor those 33 years into 
the economy it equates to 
thousands of dollars, so it 
definitely benefits local re-
tailers for sure,” he added.

Those who choose to 
take part in the free fish-
ing week must adhere to 
all rules and regulations 
set out by the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and For-
estry. These rules include 
following conservation 
licence catch limits, obey 
size limits and sanctuaries 
and follow the fishing reg-
ulations. 

coos, she smiles, and her 
big brother is absolutely in 
love with her.”

Kendall says there are 
only a few treatments cur-
rently available – with even 
fewer currently permitted 
in Canada. Lucy is cur-
rently on Spinraza, a drug 
which in clinical trials has 
showed increased survival 
rates, motor milestone 
achievements, and motor 
function.

than 22,000 people have 
reached out helping to 
raise more than $940,000 
of their $3-million goal. 

Time is of the essence 
when it comes to getting 
Lucy this treatment. Kend-
all says the sooner she gets 

Laura Kendall and Scott Van Doormaal with their newborn child, Lucy.
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(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-3, Fri. 8-6:30, Sat. 9-6:30

Beef Cordon Bleu or Ham (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-order

reQuired

Fri.  3:30-6:30pm &
Sat. 11:30am - 6:30pm

Open Tuesday - Saturday

for take-out
Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche, Mac & Cheese, 

Potato Salad, Fresh Strawberry Pie, Baking & More.

Puppy Introduction to Grooming

DID YOU 
KNOW?

All dog breeds 
require grooming. 
3 months of age 

is the perfect time to 
introduce your puppy 

to their groomer.

Call for details 

10 CHURCH ST. W., ELMIRA, ON

519-669-4374

Free lessons with any
machine purchased!

3160 QOV

Repairs to
 all makes

$769.95

3160 QOV
769

• 60 stitch electronic machine
• One hand needle threader 
• Automatic thread cutter
• Superior plus feed system
• Extension table & 

carrying case 

Bonus: Quilting kit,
 commemorative pin, 4 red bobbins

Proud to support. As part of Janome's ongoing support 
and commitment to QOVC, a portion of the proceeds from 

the 3160QOV-C will be donated to Quilts of Valour - 
Canada Society. Sew good things!

kwsewingmachines.comTEL. 5198846981

In the wake of the cancel-
lation of the Special Olym-
pics Ontario Provincial 
Spring Games due to the 
COVID-19 lockdown, Wa-
terloo Regional Police are 
now partnering with Spe-
cial Olympics Ontario to 
host Special Olympics On-
tario 2020 Virtual Games.

The concept is a fun and 
interactive way for athletes 
to keep the spirit of Special 
Olympics alive by com-

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

JUNE 28

■ 12:15 PM | Police respond-
ed to a collision on Andover 
Drive in Breslau. The driver 
of a vehicle travelling west 
on Andover crossed over into 
oncoming tra�  c and struck an 
unoccupied, parked vehicle 
after the driver fell asleep. Mi-
nor injuries were reported. As 
a result of the investigation, a 
25-year-old male was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’

■ 4:52 PM |  Waterloo Re-
gional Police received a report 
of an attempted bike theft at a 
business in the area of Farm-
ers Market Road in St. Jacobs. 
A male was observed trying to 
steal a bicycle. The male was 
confronted by the owner and 
then fl ed the area. The bike 
was not taken, but there was 
damage done to the lock. 

JUNE 29

■ 5:57 PM | Waterloo Region-
al Police responded to a report 
of a break-in at an abandoned 
building in the area of William 
Street in Elmira. Several youth 
were seen inside the aban-
doned building. The parties 
left prior to police arrival. 

JUNE 30

WRPS to host Special Olympics Ontario 2020 Virtual Games

peting safely from their 
own homes. These Virtual 
Games do not work as a 
qualifier but as an oppor-
tunity to help connect ath-
letes and coaches through 
virtual sports.

The athletes will be par-
ticipating in various sports 
including basketball, 
powerlifting, rhythmic 
gymnastics, swimming and 
10-pin bowling.

Between July 21 and 23, 

Special Olympics Ontar-
io will be hosting virtual 
online celebrations to 
acknowledge the athletes 
participation, and provide 
them the opportunity to 
connect virtually with fel-
low athletes.

“We are so excited to wel-
come the athletes to the first 
ever Special Olympics On-
tario 2020 Virtual Games,” 
said Chief Bryan Larkin in a 
release. “We know that you 

have continued to train in 
your own way during the 
past several months, and 
we can’t wait to watch and 
cheer you on as you show-
case your talents on the vir-
tual world stage.”

The Special Olympics 
Ontario Virtual Games are 
open to all Special Olympics 
athletes across North Amer-
ica. More information can 
be found at  specialolympic-
sontario.com/virtualgames.

■ 3:34 PM | Sometime 
overnight, an unlocked 
vehicle parked at a business 
on Industrial Crescent in St. 
Clements was entered by 
unknown suspect(s). Property 
belonging to the business was 
stolen. Some of the property 
has since been recovered. The 
investigation is ongoing. 

JULY 2

■ 11:23 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a single-vehicle collision 
in the area of Ebycrest Road 
and Hopewell Creek Road in 
Woolwich Township, where 
a vehicle swerved to avoid 
hitting an animal, and struck 
a sign. There were no physical 
injuries reported. 

■ 12:40 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded to 
the area of Hackbart Road in 
Wellesley Township for reports 
of a single-vehicle collision. 
The driver of a car lost control 
while crossing a bridge and 
rolled the vehicle. No physical 
injuries were reported. As a 
result of the investigation, a 
female driver was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’ Speed 
is believed to be a factor in the 
collision.  

■ 6:18 PM | A collision 

brought police to Lawrence 
Street and Nafziger Road in 
Wellesley. A vehicle stopped 
for a stop sign on Lawrence 
Road and then attempted to 
make a left turn onto Nafziger 
road. The vehicle making the 
left entered the intersection 
and was struck by a vehicle 
southbound on Nafziger 
Road. The driver of the turning 
vehicle was charged with ‘turn 
– not in safety.’

■ 8:11 PM |Waterloo Regional 
Police responded to the 
Woolwich Memorial Centre for 
a complaint about a group of 
people not following COVID-19 
guidelines on group gather-
ings. A group of more than 10 
individuals were playing soc-
cer. The group was educated 
on the guidelines and advised 
that gatherings over 10 are not 
permitted at this time. 

■ 8:30 PM | A 52-year-old 
Elora woman was charged 
with ‘impaired operation,’ 
‘impaired operation - 80 plus 
(mg of alcohol per 100 ml of 
blood)’ and ‘prohibited driv-
ing’ after Wellington County 
OPP received a report of a 
possible impaired driving. Fur-
ther information was received 
by police that the driver was 
no longer in the vehicle and 
was walking near Bissell Park. 

O�  cers located the driver 
and while speaking with them 
determined that their ability to 
operate a motor vehicle was 
impaired by alcohol and they 
were placed under arrest. The 
accused was transported to a 
nearby OPP Operation Centre 
for further testing. The driver 
is scheduled to appear in the 
Ontario Court of Justice – 
Guelph on Aug. 7.

JULY 4

■ 3:44 PM | Police respond-
ed to Industrial Drive in Elmira 
after a vehicle left the roadway 
and struck a tree. As a result 
of the investigation, the driver 
was issued a three-day notice 
of suspension for being in the 
“warn” range of impairment. 
The driver was also charged 
with ‘careless driving.’ 

■ 6:20 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded to 
a single-vehicle collision on 
the Woolwich-Guelph Town-
line in east of Breslau. The 
driver attempted to adjust the 
positioning of their car when 
the front driver’s side slipped 
over the corner of a ditch. The 
vehicle then accelerated into a 
tree. The drive su� ered minor 
injuries. This incident occurred 
on private property, and no 
charges were laid. 

Police closed off Northfield Drive near the Line 86 intersection east of Elmira Tuesday morning while they searched for a fleeing suspect. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Truth matters. Doubt fake 
news you find online.

Learn more at doubtit.ca
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Masks are another way we can each do our part
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

That the region has seen 
a large decrease in 
COVID-19 cases – and saw 

comparatively few overall – is 
largely due to residents taking to 
heart measures such as staying 
at home, physical distancing 
and hygiene protocols. Wearing 
a mask is just another of the 
inconveniences we’ve borne to 
date.

While we can expect some 
resistance – it’s natural to chafe 
against bureaucratic diktats 
– we’re unlikely to see the re-
strictions imposed this week as 
a serious curtailment of our civil 
liberties. Nor are masks likely 
to become politically-charged 
symbols of a partisan divide. In 
short, we’re not the U.S.

Still, one hopes the decision 
to make masks mandatory in 
public as of July 13 was not 
taken lightly, though there was 

little consideration given to the 
broader implications. The im-
mediate crisis tends to favour a 
certain amount of myopia: im-
minent threats to our health will 
do that.

Masks that cover the mouth 
and nose have been shown to 
be an effective way to slow the 
spread of the novel coronavirus. 
By wearing a mask in spaces 
such as stores, gyms and restau-
rants, we help keep others safe. 

There are also practical rea-
sons to impose new rules on the 
public in that the sooner the 
threat is eliminated – or lowered 
dramatically until a cure or vac-
cine is found – the sooner we can 
return to something resembling 
normalcy. The reopening of the 
economy will be greatly aided by 
the numbers remaining low.

The benefit of that is now on 
display in the U.S., where large 

outbreaks have forced some 
states, counties and municipal-
ities to roll back the reopening 
of their economies. Divisive, 
hyper-partisan politics saw some 
areas reopen quickly with few 
precautions, with the ensuing 
spike in COVID-19 cases almost 
inevitable.

Masks have been mandated 
in some parts of the U.S., while 
others have fought against 
them. Rather than simply a tool 
to promote health, masks have 
become a symbol of libertarian 
struggles, of race and, most no-
tably, of political ideology. Much 
has been discussed about the 
uniquely American culture that 
promotes individualism, distrust 
of government and freedom 
even from responsibility – it’s 
more “me” than “we.”

Here, we can look upon that 
and shake our heads in disbelief. 

Canadians are by and large 
more likely to be socially mind-
ed, to support measures that 
help others. As such, the mea-
sures imposed to slow the spread 
of the virus were adopted, even 
if we weren’t happy to be stuck 
at home. There were some 
instances where people disre-
garded limits on gatherings, for 
instance, but not the kind of 
resistance regularly seen to the 
south. 

Moreover, our stronger social 
safety net meant there have 
been fewer economic hardships 
here. Not, of course, that there 
hasn’t been pain, particularly 
in the case of small businesses 
whose fate still remains up in 
the air, but the worst effects of 
the lockdown were blunted by 
the kinds of government pro-
grams that wouldn’t fly in the 
U.S.

Even as some people return 
to work, support programs have 
been extended in recognition 
that the crisis isn’t over yet. The 
same thinking applies to this 
week’s regional council decision 
about masks: the threat is much 
less imminent, but we can’t 
assume that we’re on a one-way 
track to a pre-coronavirus exis-
tence.

So, yes, a mandatory mask 
policy may have made more 
sense three months ago, we can’t 
assume that today’s low num-
bers will continue to dwindle 
in some linear way. And there’s 
also the possibility of a second 
wave when the typical fall flu 
conditions return, meaning we’ll 
be better served if we’ve all be-
come accustomed to measures 
such as wearing masks – there 
will be no need to explain why 
they’re important.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

“We will grant BNOs 
five years’ limited 
leave to remain (in 

the United Kingdom), with 
the right to work or study,” 
British Foreign Secretary 
Dominic Raab told the UK 
parliament on July 1. “After 
five years, they will be able 
to apply for settled sta-
tus. After a further twelve 
month with settled status, 
they will be able to apply 
for citizenship.”

The stunning thing 
about this promise is that it 
applies to all three million 
people in Hong Kong – al-
most half the population – 
who have British National 
(Overseas) status by virtue 
of having been born there 
before the former British 
colony was handed back 
to the People’s Republic of 
China in 1997.

Hong Kong and the 
“British” 3 million

They don’t even need to 
have an actual BNO pass-
port (although 300,000 of 
them do). All three million 
of them qualify: “all those 
with BNO status will be 
eligible, as will their family 
dependants who are or-
dinarily resident in Hong 
Kong. The Home Office 
will put in place a simple, 
streamlined application 
process. There will be no 
quota on numbers.”

This is an unprecedented 
commitment, and it’s not 

The government may dictate masks be worn, but that doesn't mean some people can't have fun with it.

“Research shows environmentally targeted stimulus 
measures o� er as many or more employment and eco-
nomic benefi ts as neutral or harmful measures. Studies 
of U.S. stimulus policies during the 2008-09 global fi -
nancial crisis found green policies performed well, es-
pecially compared to fossil fuel infrastructure funding.”
David Suzuki cites the benefits of a green recovery 
plan.

The International Energy Agency predicts an 8% 
drop in carbon dioxide emissions this year due 
to pandemic measures. That  decrease would 
have to be repeated every year this decade 
to keep global warming on a pathway to 1.5C.
CarbonBrief

SEE DYER | 08
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Protests against police a good place to start removing powers

C alls for defunding the 
police are really about 
stripping police of many 

of the powers they have today. 
It’s a good call, a necessary 
step in removing powers from 
governments, corporations and 
those who hold too much sway 
over the freedoms of individual 
citizens.

This isn’t a cry for some liber-
tarian utopia. Rather, it’s about 
knowing that power corrupts, 
and we’d all be better off if power 
was limited, decentralized and in 
more hands rather than fewer.

In J.R.R. Tolkien’s classic tale 
The Lord of the Rings, the battle 
of good versus evil is exemplified 
as a journey to fight the evil Sau-
ron by destroying the ring he’d 
fashioned to subjugate the free 
people of Middle Earth. The key 
was to unmake the ring, not to 
use its power to fight Sauron: the 
ring would ultimately corrupt 
anyone who took up its power, 
no matter how well intentioned.

“Indeed he is in great fear, not 
knowing what mighty one may 
suddenly appear, wielding the 
Ring, and assailing him with war, 
seeking to cast him down and 
take his place. That we should 
wish to cast him down and 
have no one in his place is not a 
thought that occurs to his mind. 
That we should try to destroy the 
Ring itself has not yet entered 
into his darkest dream,” intones 
the wizard Gandalf, spelling out 
both the intent of doing away 
with power and the power-hun-
gry’s inability to fathom some-
one wanting to follow that path.

In opposing the idea of de-
funding, police organizations 
seek to defend their turf, to hold 
on to power. While acknowledg-
ing both the existence of sys-
temic racism and that they often 
respond to situations for which 
they’re not trained/qualified – 
the likes of mental-health crises 
and addiction cases, for instance 
– police balk at suggestions their 
budgets be cut so that the money 
could be better spent addressing 
such social issues.

In reality, defunding police 
doesn’t mean simply doing away 
with law-enforcement agencies. 

Rather, they should be stripped 
of many of their powers, includ-
ing the likes of stop-and-frisk 
measures applied disproportion-
ately to minorities. From strict 
probable cause rules and the re-
moval of so-called qualified im-
munity protections to a reversal 
of militarized policing, curtailing 
police powers would lead to a 
safer, more equitable society.

Worries about our decline 
into a police state are not new 
– they’ve been growing for de-
cades – but in the context of 
today’s climate in response to 
the killing of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis, those fears are in 
the spotlight. For minorities, 
police powers have long been an 
issue, notes Tamari Kitossa, an 
associate professor of sociology 
at Brock University, in a recent 
piece for The Conversation.

Along with others, he rejects 
the notion of a few bad apples 
making other police officers look 
bad. Rather, the problems are 
systemic.

“There is no good police ver-
sus bad police. The sociological 
imagination rejects personal-
izing explanations. Police are 
police; they are the states’ organ 
of repression.

“In a social order that is based 
on social inequality, even the 
most benign and friendly cop is 
little more than an ideological 
prop to make us grateful that the 
state can be merciful and is your 
friend. Black people know other-
wise,” he writes.

In that context, defunding the 
police and using the money to 
pay for mental-health and addic-
tion professionals, social workers 
and outreach programs make 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

much more sense. Less confron-
tation, more help to those who 
need it. Given that violent and 
serious crime make up a fraction 
of what police deal with – typi-
cally less than five per cent, and 
such crimes have are fewer now 
than even 20 years ago – it makes 
sense to look at alternatives.

In the big picture, we need 
to ensure not only that police 
powers are curbed, but the gov-
ernments have far less ability to 
harm citizens, which includes 
completely unravelling the 
surveillance state – massively 
restricting the use of Orwellian 
technologies such as cameras, 
monitoring of mobile devices 
and sweeping collections of 
email and other digital data. 
The same needs to apply to dan-
gerous private companies such 
as Google, Facebook and the 
like: public-minded regulations 
would seriously curtail these 
corporations, and perhaps even 
force them out of business if they 
couldn’t find a way to operate 

without storing any personal 
data. 

The use of technologies to 
monitor populations is about 
maintaining control over people, 
not public safety. For corpora-
tions, it’s a way to make money. 
For governments, it’s a lie meant 
to help those in power stay there, 
which should be rolled back. For 
private companies, profits can’t 
be allowed to supersede the pub-
lic good.  

Along with a host of other 
fearmongering descriptions 
aimed at the social protests that 
have erupted in the U.S. and 
elsewhere, Donald Trump has 
spoken of anarchy. 

The word is somewhat applica-
ble to what I’m suggesting here, 
though not in the way Trump 
uses it. Anarchy conjures up im-
ages of bomb-wielding zealots – 
nervous, furtive, bearded fellows 
dressed in black, chain-smoking 
their way through meetings in 
the back rooms of bookstores 
and print shops, something akin 
to the communists with whom 
they’re often associated.

While anarchists come in a 
variety of flavours – from the 
socialist variety through to the 
libertarian offspring of Ayn 
Rand – the true believers see 
governments of any stripe as 
intrinsically evil. The goal is the 
overthrow of all coercive sys-
tems, allowing for individuals to 
live unencumbered by rules set 
by others. Left to our own de-
vices, they argue, we will all get 
along just fine, as it’s in our own 
best interests to live and behave 
rationally.

Eliminating all government 
and all controls is impractical. 
What does work is restricting 
power to a minimum, ensuring 
that society is as free as possible. 
Really, it’s about balancing pow-
er: the average citizen has little, 
so they need to be protected 
against governments (including 
police) and wealthy corporations 
who have much more of it.

As with past protests against 
specific injustices such as racism 
and broader issues such as in-
equality, those involved are in fa-
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Elbowing in on the search for a silent dog

W hen mankind 
started develop-
ing dog breeds 

it was primarily for a pur-
pose. Dogs were bred to 
retrieve, chase, trail, flush, 
guide, point, tree, herd or 
protect. As far as I know, 
at no point was a dog ever 
bred to be library friendly. 
My new pup, for instance, 
would be summarily exe-
cuted by librarians in less 
liberal countries.

I happen to think that 
not breeding a silent dog 
ranks high among man-
kind’s greatest mistakes 
– or at least that’s what I 
thought at 4:55 a.m. this 

morning.
Admittedly, the Librari-

an breed of dog would have 
limited uses. But, if you 
bred them with say, a gold-
en retriever or lab, you’d 
have a dog that would re-
trieve your book from the 
shelf or remind you that 
you are about to be fined 
if you don’t return it soon. 
A good one would commit 
the Dewey decimal system 
to memory and not hog the 
computers.

Certainly, the purebreds 
of this type would probably 
need reading glasses after a 
few years, but every breed 
has its faults. And yes, if 

you didn’t train it correctly, 
it might also gravitate to-
wards trashy, romance nov-
els or books ghost-written 
for illiterates like Trump. 
Then again, if you did train 
it correctly, it might eat 
them. So, there’s a selling 
point.

Regardless, we missed 
the opportunity. Sure, it is 
fun to hear a puppy bark 
incessantly at 4:55 a.m. 
because the sun is almost 
up and it’s getting a little 
impatient to greet the day. 
But I would also argue that 
the elbow to the ribs you 
get from your partner in 
bed at that time probably 

offset all those benefits.
That’s why if any breeder 

of dogs is listening, I’m 
asking you to consider 
trying to breed for silence 
or at least for sleeping in. 
I’m not a geneticist, but I’m 
guessing you could proba-
bly do the latter by some-
how acquiring the DNA of a 

teenager or that of the part-
ner of a person whose dog 
wakes up at 4:55 a.m. 

It would even be fun 
naming these breeds. For 
instance, I’d love to be one 
of the first to own a Mis-
sissippi Snorer, English 
Late-riser or a Canadian 
Hushpuppy. Or even a 
Great Monk dog – a breed 
that I am envisioning takes 
a vow of silence until it 
sees a heathen cat. 

Don’t get me wrong; I 
am not trying to silence 
the joyful bark of a puppy 
at 4:55 a.m. I am pro-free-
dom of speech – just ask 
my pup. I just wish my pup 

would take an additional 
hour or two to collect its 
thoughts before dispensing 
them to the world. That 
would be nice.

Having said that, I’d pay 
top dollar for a English Si-
lent Spaniel or a Labrador 
Serener. Just saying.

There are probably many 
dog trainers out there who 
would tell me that I should 
just teach my dog to be 
quiet at 4:55 a.m. by con-
tinually ignoring it. Believe 
me, I have tried – but a 
man can only take so many 
elbows to the ribs.

Instead, I get up and 
GALEA | 08

KANNON | 08
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Dear 2020 Elmira Maple Syrup Festival Sponsor,

On behalf of the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival Committee this would have been an 
invitation to attend our 2020 Disbursement night. Unfortunately due to restrictions we 
are unable to show our gratitude to you in person but we wanted to extend this letter 
and hope it finds you well.

Every year this event brings together local agencies to receive grants from proceeds 
generated from the festival. As you are aware of the COVID -19 pandemic, our world has 
significantly changed and brought new challenges for us as a community. However, it 
has also brought out our very best. Even though the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival could 
not be held in 2020, our sponsors were fully committed and dedicated to supporting 
our local community agencies. Without your help, these local agencies would not 
receive funds that they desperately need now more than ever. Your partnership with 
the festival shows strong support and just how much our community has been able to 
come together and overcome this difficult time.

We are happy to announce that $35 000 will be going to several local agencies! This 
couldn’t have been made possible without our gracious remarkable sponsors. Below is 
a list of recipients that your contribution is benefiting.

We can’t thank you enough for your generous donation to our festival even during this 
difficult time. We look forward to continuing the great relationship we built for many 
festivals to come.

Sincerely,

The 2020 Elmira Maple Syrup Festival Committee

Elmira District Community Living
Community Care Concepts
Friends of Guiding
Kiwanis Transit
Maple Syrup Museum
YWCA of KW
Woolwich Community Services
Woolwich Counselling Centre
Child Witness Centre

Woman's Crisis Services Waterloo Region
Waterloo Wellington Maple Syrup Producers
Pride Stables - CODRP
Woolwich Sun Ray Special Hockey Club
Street Ministering Hot Dog People
Elmira Community Nursery School
Strong Start Charitable Organization
Transition Guelph - Urban Sugaring Project
Cadets 822

2020 GRANT RECIPIENTS

Thank you!

even a legal requirement. 
Britain voluntarily gave 
asylum to 30,000 Ugandan 
Asians in 1972 when the 
bloody dictator Idi Amin 
confiscated their property 
and expelled them from 
the country, but we’re 
talking about potentially 
a hundred times as many 
people in Hong Kong.

It is a debt of honour, 
however, as Britain nego-
tiated an agreement with 
China that Hong Kong 
would keep the rule of law, 
free speech, and freedom 
of the press for 50 years 

after the hand-over in 1997. 
China has broken that ‘one 
country, two systems’ deal, 
and Hong Kongers can only 
expect a thinly disguised 
Communist dictatorship 
from now on.

It’s right there in the new 
‘security’ laws imposed 
illegally last month by the 
regime’s rubber-stamp 
National People’s Congress 
in Beijing. New crimes 
include separatism, sub-
version, terrorism and ‘col-
lusion with foreign forces,’ 
the same vague catch-all 
charges that the Commu-
nist regime uses to sup-

press dissent in the Peo-
ple’s Republic. (‘Terrorism’ 
includes damaging public 
transport.) Maximum sen-
tence is life in prison.

These laws will be en-
forced by China’s ‘security’ 
(i.e. political) police, who 
will now operate in Hong 
Kong. The charges they 
bring may be tried in Hong 
Kong’s courts, but if there 
are ‘certain circumstances’ 
or ‘special situations’ the 
accused can be extradited 
to mainland courts, en-
tirely under the regime’s 
thumb, where the convic-
tion rate is well above 99 

per cent. In other words, 
it’s over.

It’s not just freedom 
that’s over. As Chris Patten, 
Hong Kong’s last British 
governor, wrote recently: 
“If China destroys the rule 
of law in Hong Kong, it will 
ruin the city’s chances of 
continuing to be a great 
international financial hub 
that mediates about two-
thirds of the direct invest-
ment in and out of China.”

The decision has been 
taken, and Hong Kong’s 
residents have two good 
reasons to leave: their 
freedoms are gone, and the 
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Many will decide to leave, 
but where can they go?

For the 300,000 Canadi-
an citizens in Hong Kong, 
the 100,000 Australian 
citizens, the 100,000 Brit-
ish citizens and the 85,000 
Americans, it’s easy. Most 
are ethnic Chinese from 
Hong Kong who knew that 
you could never trust the 
Communists, and took out 
an insurance policy long 
ago by emigrating to an-
other country and acquir-
ing citizenship.

Most of them even 
bought houses, but then 
they moved back to Hong 
Kong to be with their wider 
family and make better 
money. Many will go soon, 
because the Communist 
regime may start forbid-
ding people to leave (it 
doesn’t recognize dual cit-
izenship). Others will gam-
ble on staying for the time 
being, in the hope that if it 
gets very bad they will still 
be able to get out later.

For the three million 
more who have BNO status, 
it’s a harder choice. They 
have much less money, and 
no houses, no contacts, no 

jobs waiting for them in 
Britain. But they’re ambi-
tious, they’re well educat-
ed, and a lot of them are 
young. It would be surpris-
ing if at least half a million 
of them didn’t take up the 
British offer.

Just one little problem: 
the children of people with 
BNO status who were born 
after 1997 but are too old to 
qualify as dependants – the 
18 to 23-year-olds – are not 
currently eligible for BNO 
status. That includes a ma-
jority of the young adults 
who were active in the pro-
tests and have most to fear. 
But the British government 
says it is considering their 
case.

And one little doubt. It 
is still hard to believe that 
an ultra-nationalist British 
government that won the 
Brexit referendum on a 
wave of anti-foreign rheto-
ric, and a Home Office that 
still stubbornly maintains 
a ‘hostile environment’ 
for immigrants, will really 
keep these promises.

It would be nice if they 
kept their word, but it 
would also be quite sur-
prising.

greet my pup with a few 
hugs and then feed it and 
take it for a walk. Now be-
fore you go on and say that 
all this is encouraging this 
behaviour, let me just say 
I am trying to build some 
goodwill between us. You 
see, she’s got this fantastic 

vour of a change – perhaps 
a revolutionary change, in 
some cases – in the status 
quo. Many protests in re-
cent years are part of the 
growing anti-globalization 
(more correctly anti-neo-
liberalism) movement. 
Few of those involved have 
been violent, and fewer 
still in the burning and 
looting, ironically being 
used by the likes of Trump 
to press for more police 

 � KANNON: Changes needed to 
ensure no one has power to do harm

FROM 07 and repression.
The movement to rein 

in police powers is a good 
first step to applying 
that to governments and 
others where a power 
imbalance exists, putting 
the public at risk. We 
want the ring of power 
destroyed, with no one 
strong enough to harm 
the people, unlike the 
situation that exists today 
where we’re all in the dan-
ger zone.

 � GALEA: Calling on geneticists 
to do some game-changing research

FROM 07 dog bed, and if this con-
tinues, I might need a new 
place to sleep.

Plus, if I do ignore her, 
she might have an acci-
dent, go back to sleep and 
then blame the other dog 
later. And I’m just not a 
fan of letting sleeping dogs 
lie.
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thought it was important, 
and so he started doing the 
presentations,” Hergott 
recalls. Although they’ve 
always maintained a fo-
cus on equipment safety, 
the objective is general 
awareness rather than op-
erational safety for these 
young children. “We’ve 

1.800.265.6126 |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

Safety programs begin with children, teaching them about proper practices around farm equipment.

Rural community promotes safety culture 
By Amy Petherick for the 
Canadian Agricultural 
Safety Association 

Anyone who has ever 
worked with children has 
likely wondered at times if 
those children are listening 
and learning anything. One 
rural community knows 
for sure that their kids are 
listening and learning. 

On an annual basis, vol-
unteers come together in 
the Humboldt, SK region 
to talk to school-aged kids 
about safety. The Progres-
sive Agriculture Safety 
Days have been running 
since 2009, with the sole 
purpose of developing a 
culture of safety in the 
community. Shari Hinz, 
the executive director for 
Safe Communities Hum-
boldt & Area, says that 
agriculture is one of the 
main industries in this re-
gion and it’s always critical 
to address the hazards kids 
might encounter on farms 
in addition to general safe-
ty practices. 

“There are a number of 
students that either reside 
on the farm or visit farms 
on a regular basis,” she 
explains. 

The event sees children 
rotating through safety 
stations and while some 
of these may include lo-
cal emergency response 

ON THE FARM

staff, others will feature 
a local veterinarian or a 
farm equipment dealer. 
“Our presenters are all 
volunteers, and a number 
of them are based within 
the ag sector,” Hinz says. 
Hergott Farm Equipment 
has been a long standing 
supporter, involved right 

from the first event she 
says. Chris Hergott gives 
credit to his uncle, who 
was general manager at 
the time, for initially start-
ing with the program and 
being enthusiastic about 
getting involved right from 
the beginning.

“He likes children, he 

brought small tractors in, 
even yard tractors with 
three-point lawn mowers, 
just to show how noisy 
they are, that it’s im-
portant to make sure the 
operator is aware of your 
presence, never to sneak 
up on somebody because 
they can turn quickly… 

that type of thing.” 
Once he got involved, 

however, Hergott says the 
students quickly became 
teachers for him. “I would 
start my presentation by 
asking the kids if they 
knew anyone who had 
been seriously hurt on the 
farm and, boom, the hands 
just went up,” he says. 
“That made me aware of 
how important it was for 
us to be out there.” Until it 
was pointed out to him by 
children, he says he just 
never noticed the injuries 
that accompanied so many 
of his customers as they 
visited the dealership. “A 
guy can come up to the 
parts counter, you’ve seen 
him a hundred times, and 
it’s not until he mentions 
it that you see that the end 
of his finger is missing, 
and you never know how 
many toes a guy has.” 

Suddenly, he started to 
see how he did his job on a 
daily basis with fresh eyes. 
He admits that he used to 
grumble internally about 
guards getting in the way 
while he tried to repair 
pieces of equipment. Now 
he is grateful for the same 
guards he used to see as 
inconveniences. “PTO 
shields are phenomenal 
now, to the point where if 
you need to work on them, 
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Farmer gains positive outlook from injury 
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it’s a real pain to get them 
off but I appreciate that 
type of thing now.” 

He never expected to 
learn so much from these 
kids and laments that you 

can never really know 
if you made an equally 
strong impression. But 
Hinz confides that in 
Humboldt, they DO know 
their event has saved lives 
already. 

 � SAFETY: Kids do take in what they're taught, and that information can make a big difference down the road
FROM 08 “We know they’re taking 

away positive messages 
from the day because we 
had a situation where a 
family was visiting rel-
atives, the kids were at 
home by themselves, and 

By Amy Petherick

Paul Croken grows 120 
acres of carrots, turnips 
and cabbages on Prince 
Edward Island, on the 
farm he’s owned for 30 
years. Every year he hires 
local help for the harvest 
season and to help with 
vegetable grading. Per-
haps if it wasn’t for all his 
reliance on his friends, 
family, and employees, 
Paul’s farming career may 
have come to an abrupt 
end on Oct. 8, 2008. 

He had gone out alone 
with his sprayer in the 
early morning, just at the 
beginning of harvest sea-
son. While reaching over 
the sprayer hitch to make 
a quick adjustment, the 
drawstring of his coat was 
caught in the power take-
off. “I remember coming 
to on the other side of the 
tractor and sprayer, about 
15 feet away, and I’d gone 
between the PTO and the 
draw-bar,” he says. His 
wife, Heather, remembers 
getting a phone call from 
their neighbour between 
her morning shower and 
the time she’d usually 
start getting ready for 
work. “Gordie McKenna 
found, him and he just 
said not to worry, that 
he’d phoned an ambu-
lance and it was coming 

they had a fire break out 
in the home.” Hinz says 
the visiting children called 
911 and evacuated every-
one from the house safely. 
When asked by members 
of the responding fire de-

partment how they knew 
what to do, those same kids 
explained that they had 
been at the farm safety day 
in Humboldt more than 
one year before and that’s 
where they had learned 

exactly what to do. “Their 
experience saved lives that 
day,” she says. “That alone 
shows that if kids can take 
away one positive message 
from the day, it can make a 
difference later on.”

to get him,” she recalls. 
The McKenna family 
knew Paul well enough to 
consider an unattended 
tractor odd enough to 
investigate, but Gordon 
McKenna didn’t want to 
worry Heather by what 
they’d found. Paul’s left 
arm had been nearly 
completely severed in 
the accident and he had 
lost a lot of blood. When 

the ambulance arrived, 
Heather got a second 
call urging her to bring 
the kids to the field right 
away. “They didn’t think 
that I was going to make 
it to Halifax, I’d lost so 
much blood, and I had a 
lot of internal damage as 
well,” Paul recalls. 

Paul was airlifted from 
Charlottetown hospital to 
Halifax the same morn-

ing. “They wanted me 
to go in the helicopter 
with him, but I didn’t 
want to leave the kids,” 
Heather says. “I just kept 
telling the kids that it 
was just his arm, no big 
deal, because I really just 
did believe that.” In the 
end, doctors did have to 
amputate his arm at the 
shoulder and Paul was 
also left with a paralyzed 

diaphragm and just one 
working lung. He spent 
four weeks in the hospi-
tal, leaving the harvest 
season in the hands of 
friends and family.

 “I’d pop over when 
they were at the ware-
house, just to give them 
an update on how he was, 
but that was it,” she says. 
“The vegetable growers’ 
co-op, Brookfield Gar-

dens, and everybody that 
he knew all came togeth-
er and they harvested 
everything without any of 
our help.”

When Paul first got out 
of the hospital, he says it 
wasn’t easy to be optimis-
tic but looking back on 
it as a family now, both 
Paul and Heather agree 
the lasting effects have 
been nothing but posi-
tive. “He wouldn’t slow 
down before, but now he 
doesn’t have a choice,” 
Heather says, “and more 
people need to learn 
that.” She sees how much 
closer he’s become with 
his family. Paul says he 
still works on the farm, 
and although he can’t do 
everything he used to, 
now that they’ve expand-
ed the farm, they can 
afford to have year-round 
help, so he doesn’t have 
to. “Believe it or not,” he 
jokes, “Other people can 
do things!” Paul says now 
that he appreciates his 
own limitations, he can 
see that his accident was 
simply the result of one 
man trying to do the work 
of three. He’d advise oth-
er farmers not to suffer a 
lifethreatening incident 
before evaluating what’s 
really important in life 
and learning to slow 
down more often.

PEI farmer Paul Croken learned the hard way that slowing down is usually the best option. [SUBMITTED]

LESSONS LEARNED
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Ontario dairyman lived 
to tell farm-safety story

By Alana Fearnall for 
the Canadian Agricul-
tural Safety Association

Stories of people having a 
major accident and walk-
ing away with little to no 
long-term repercussions 
are few and far between. 
Because recovering from 
a serious injury, and hav-
ing no lasting effects, is 
rare. 

Brad Hulshof farms 
alongside his parents, 
Paul and Thea, and his 
wife, Lieke, on Huls-
dale Farms, a small 
tie-stall and cash crop 
operation in Whitchurch-
Stouffville, ON, and he 
knows he is one of those 
rare, fortunate few. 

On May 28th 2012, 
Hulsdale Farms had just 
endured two barn reno-
vations, with renovations 
on a third building just 
beginning. With spring 
and the busy season ful-
ly in swing and the first 
cutting of the hay crop 
about to begin, Hulshof 
was working another long 
day to get the forage wag-
ons serviced while Paul 
worked on the sprayer 
roughly 40 feet away. 

Brad was inside the 
wagon, oiling the apron 
along the floor and 
the front beater. As he 
reached over the beater 
his shirt became caught. 
Unfortunately, the ma-
chine was running. His 
clothing rapidly tangled 
in the spinning beater, 
his jeans wrapping tight 
around his legs. When 
the pants finally pulled 
free, Brad’s right leg was 
severely injured. His 
hamstring was seriously 
damaged, and he had lost 
the majority of the mus-
cle. Both his tibia and fib-
ula were seriously dam-
aged. In the heat of the 
moment, Brad managed 
to grab the front panel 
of the wagon but he had 
to keep holding on so he 
wouldn’t be thrown into 
the auger.

“All of the sudden, I 
heard a scream,” his fa-
ther recounts. “I dropped 
everything and I ran 
towards him.” Brad was 
able to hold on long 
enough for Paul to get the 
tractor shut off. “I pulled 
Brad out of the forage 
wagon over my head,” 
says Paul. “I held him up 
against the tractor tire 
to keep him off the dirty 
ground.” 

At the hospital, doctors 
determined the damage 
to Brad’s leg to be severe 
enough to put Brad in a 

coma for a day and a half. 
Multiple surgeries were 
required to fully repair 
the damage to Brad’s leg 
and fuse his ankle. 

Fortunately, Brad’s in-
juries won’t have lasting 
physical effects, but his 
story is a reminder that 
an injury can happen in 
an instant and they can 
happen to anyone.

“This accident hap-
pened to us. It’s always 
somebody else, but this 
time it was us,” says Paul, 
“and that’s a little bit 
overwhelming.” 

As Brad recovered 
through the summer, he 
had time to reflect on 
why he was injured. “The 
first thing that came to 
my head was, ‘it was on 
me’…and that gave me 
the clarity to move for-
ward and get away from 
that day.” Reflecting on 
this incident, Brad says 
“I could have lost my leg; 
I could have lost my life. 
The fact that I am here 
and the fact that I can 
still do what I love… I am 
very lucky.” 

Learning of the Hulshof 
family’s experience, BASF 
has captured the story in 
a video and hope to re-
mind farmers everywhere 
of the potential dangers 
that come with the job. 
George Annette, the com-
pany’s Manager of Regu-
latory Affairs, describes 
the company’s deep 
commitment to ensuring 
farmers keep safe practic-
es top of mind. It’s what 
drives them to partner 
with organizations like 
the Canadian Agricultur-
al Safety Association. 

Chad Roberts, a volun-
teer for children’s farm 
safety days explains 
in-depth how agricul-
ture safety doesn’t just 
impact farmers like Brad 
Hulshof, but directly im-
pacts those around him. 
“It’s our family, it’s our 
friends, it’s our neighbors 
that are working for us,” 
he says, “so obviously 
that means a lot to us to 
bring those folks home 
the way they went to 
work.” 

No one in the Hulshof 
family will quickly forget 
the importance of ensur-
ing every farmer comes 
home the way they went 
to work and they sincere-
ly hope that by sharing 
their story, it will help 
some other farmer avoid 
a tragedy. They are all too 
aware the happy ending 
to their story really could 
have easily proven to be a 
fatal ending instead.
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
fi ring? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

There were 673 residential homes sold through the 
MLS system of the Kitchener-Waterloo Association 
of Realtors in June, an increase of 2.1% compared to 
June 2019, and 57.6% more than in May. The average 
sale price of all residential properties sold in June 
increased 12.8% to $601,285 compared to the same 
month last year, while detached homes sold for an 
average price of $698,736 an increase of 13.2%. 

John Tibbits, the president and CEO of Conestoga 
College, has started a two-year term as the new chair 
of Colleges Ontario, the association representing 
Ontario’s 24 public colleges. Tibbits assumes the role 
of chair as the Ontario government consults on ways 
to modernize post-secondary education.
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T he COVID-19 pan-
demic has under-
lined how much 

society needs the media to 
deliver honest information 
from the best sources avail-
able. Hysteria can erupt at 
the drop of a hat when ten-
sions run high. 

But for every Chicken 
Little who claims the sky is 
falling, journalists will try 
to find others who can help 
balance a story with facts 
rather than emotion.

Emotion, however, at-
tracts readers, at least to 
headlines. 

And when it comes to 

VENTURING FORTH

John Tsintaris, his wife Dina and sister-in-law Georgia Boutsikakis have partnered to open Sweet Scoops, a new ice 
cream shop in Elmira. [SEAN HEEGER]

Shop's reception anything but chilly

Does the media promote poor farm safety?

ROBERTS | 19

farm stories lately, there 
has been no shortage of 
emotion.

Consider the interna-
tional farm worker situa-
tion. They’ve been dispro-
portionately infected by 
the COVID-19 virus, draw-
ing all kinds of criticism 
about their living condi-
tions. Calls are being made 
for a reform of the whole 
program that brings them 
here in the first place.

That’s the emotional 
side. Factually, Canada 
needs these workers to 
produce food, to do jobs 
Canadians don’t want to 

do. Farmers have a huge 
interest in keeping them 
safe; there’s no way they 
intentionally put them in 
harm’s way.

In some cases, farm-
ers’ efforts at safety have 
worked. In other head-
line-grabbing cases, they 
haven’t. Conditions that 
have been safe for years, 
that have repeatedly drawn 
the same international 
workers back to the same 
Canadian farms, are no 
longer trustworthy.

Another high-profile 
case is the tragic incident 
in Notre-Dame-de-Stan-

bridge, Quebec last week 
where 10 people riding 
in a tractor bucket were 
thrown out of it. Four of 
them died, including three 
children aged five and 
under.

That incident gives ev-
eryone nightmares. Among 

the most affected are farm 
safety advocates.

Three of these advocates, 
along with a dozen agricul-
tural journalists who are 
members of the Canadian 
Farm Writers’ Federation, 
came together virtually 
on Tuesday for a webinar 
about reporting farm safe-
ty. It had been planned 
for weeks; the timing was 
coincidental, but it made 
the discussion all the more 
pertinent. 

And indeed, the way 
current events are being 
reported was very much on 
everyone’s mind.

Particularly irksome was 
the use of the term “acci-
dent,” and especially in the 
case of the Quebec fatali-
ties. The unfortunate truth 
is that while we commonly 
peg this occurrence as an 
accident, the situation was 
absolutely preventable. 
Riding in a tractor bucket 
sounds like fun, but it’s 
widely regarded in the 
farm community as one of 
the profession’s most un-
safe activities. 

That’s a fact that will 
haunt the tractor operator 
forever, not to mention the 

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

The hot weather has been 
a boon for the newest 
addition to Elmira’s down-
town core: Sweet Scoops 
ice cream shop. And if the 
crowds routinely seen on 
the sidewalk outside are 
any indication, the frozen 
treats are hitting the spot.

The new venture was 
launched a few weeks ago 
by John Tsintaris, owner of 
Grill on the Green and the 
Grill on the Go food trucks, 
along with his wife and 
family.

In that short time, Tsin-
taris and his wife – along-
side his sister-in-law and 
brother-in-law – went from 
buying the store located at 
4 Arthur St. S. to opening 
their doors to the public. 
What initially inspired him 
to open the shop was to 
bring life back to a down-
town core, something that 
had gone missing. 

He says the timing was 

perfect as the previous 
tenant had just moved out 
and things worked very 
quickly for them as they 
opted to open their store-
front. 

“[There was] a need for 
something downtown 
– it just felt like there 
was something missing 
downtown,” said Tsin-
taris. “[There use to be] 
Lazer Video downtown 
and they were open pretty 
late nights and it use to 
be the place to go and get 
ice cream. And then when 
Kitchen Kuttings moved 
over – they close at 5 or 6 
o’clock – so it seemed like 
there was just no life down-
town after that time. So, it 
was kind of the perfect spot 
to open something.”

Serving Shaw’s ice 
cream, an Ontario brand 
made by three sisters, 
Tsintaris says he used to 
serve it in other restaurants 
he owned in the Waterloo 
area. He says he is proud to 
work with the family-run 

brand that makes quality 
ice cream. 

When you walk in the 
door you have an abun-
dance of flavour and menu 
options available. What 
sets Sweet Scoops apart is 

Tsintaris and his partners 
had no hesitation about 
opening the shop. Because 
of the way things are cur-
rently setup, it made per-
fect sense to launch at this 
juncture – he says he was 
never scared about starting 
a new business during this 
time. 

There has been one con-
cession to the situation: an 
official grand opening is on 
hold. To fly under the radar 
and not attract too much 
attention to the downtown 
core, he says they have 
opted to put the formal 
opening on the backburn-
er, though the big event 
may happen at some point 
down the road. 

Sweet Scoops is a fam-
ily-run business in that 
Tsintaris is not only part-
nering with family, but 
also employing his kids. 
He says this is the “perfect 
summer job where no jobs 
are currently available.”

Sweet Scoops is open 
daily from 12 p.m. to 9 p.m.

that they make their own 
waffle cones in house and 
rolling them fresh, he said.

After being open for just 
a few weeks, Tsintaris said 
he is very happy with the 
community’s reaction to 

the shop, noting response 
has been great and custom-
ers always come in smiling 
– no one is in a bad mood 
when they’re getting ice 
cream.

Despite COVID-19, 

The current situation was never a big worry for owners of Sweet Scoops, which sees big crowds for its ice cream treats

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
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As more businesses 
and services reopen, 
and with social 
gatherings increased 
to 10 people, we all 
must continue our 
e
orts to protect 
each other.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus

Inside or out, stay safe. 
Save lives.

Practice physical 
distancing, stay 
two metres apart.

2 m

Continue to wash 
hands frequently.

Get tested if you are 
worried you may have 
COVID-19, or have been 
exposed to the virus.

Wear a face covering 
when physical distancing 
is a challenge.

GROWING THIN?

100 Union St. Elmira, ON
519-669-0524

For a complete list of tools available visit woolwichrentals.ca 
or email info@woolwichrentals.ca

This combination aerator and over-
seeder uses spikes to create holes 
in your lawn while dropping seed. 
The seed is then swept below the 
turfs surface.

Take a thinning lawn to thick 
with the Aeraseeder available 
at Woolwich Rentals.

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

OPEN FOR WALK INS

LAPTOPS • IPADS• IPADS • MACBOOKS• IPADS

July Specials!
Acer c720 
Chromebook

11.6” Screen, 
Google Chrome OS, 

WebCam, HDMI
$14999

APPLE MacBook Air

$49999

Intel i5 425ou, 
1.3 ghz 4 gig x 128 gig SSD

11" screen • Mojave OS
FROM

9999

Intel i5 425ou, 
1.3 ghz 4 gig x 128 gig SSD

11" screen • Mojave OS

Intel i5 5300u 2.3ghz, 8gig 
Ram, 256 SSD Hard Drive 
15.6" Screen, Windows OS

Lenovo
T550

$59999
Intel i5 5300u 2.3ghz, 8gig 
Ram, 256 SSD Hard Drive 

Lenovo
T550

$$5995995999999

Apple iPad Air-2Apple iPad Air-2

$24999
FROM64GB

WOW!

Dell-7020
Intel i5
Tower

$32999

Dell-7020

Special

8GB RAM, 500GB HD

Power Tower!
Intel i7 3.4GHz,16GB 
RAM, 512GB-SSD, 
Nvidia K620

Intel i7 3.4GHz,16GB 
RAM, 512GB-SSD, 
Nvidia K620

$59999

Special

UNLOCKED
iPhone - 6’s $16900

FROM

WOW!

Second
Location

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HPProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE
MacBookPro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-20 B Arthur St N.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

BESIDE THE OBSERVER www.realitybytescomputers.com
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Your local hub for our creative 
communities. Let us know when 
inspiration strikes.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Button Factory in Waterloo is o� ering up a 
virtual summer camp for kids ages 5 to 12, providing 
a creative outlet each morning during the week. 
Despite going virtual, they’re still o� ering hands-on 
activities, art supplies and interactive games. While 
each weekly theme has remained, some curriculum 
changes have been made to make the activities 
relevant to our current times and online setting. 
www.buttonfactoryarts.ca

The Shaw Festival has been forced to cancel all 
public events and performances scheduled in 
August due to the extension of the province’s 
emergency orders and the continuation of the 
state of emergency. At this time, the Shaw Festival 
administrative and box o�  ces continue to be closed 
by provincial order until mid-July at the earliest. 
Ticket holders to cancelled performances will have 
the full value of their tickets held on their account.
www.shawfest.com

VIRTUAL CREATIVITY SHAW STILL ON HOLD

Church St E
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St  

S

Wyatt St E
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r 
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t

James St

ELMIR A

WE’RE BACK!

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East

Have you been dealing with pain or an injury for too long? 
Don't wait any longer, we are OPEN and ready to help 

you get back to living your best PAIN FREE life! 
We have taken all necessary precautions to protect our patients and staff from COVID-19.

TALKING ABOUT IT

Ryan Leacock's podcast features conversations with artistic people from around the region. [SUBMITTED]

Ryan Leacock enjoys having in-depth conversations with a variety of local people via his Creative People Podcast

Giving a voice to the region’s creative types
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Ryan Leacock wouldn’t 
describe himself as a peo-
ple person, nor is he fond 
of small talk. But there 
are plenty of interesting 
people in the region with 
whom he’s more than 
happy to have in-depth 
conversations. Those talks 
are in turn shared with the 
rest of us via his Creative 
People Podcast (CPP).

“I wasn’t connecting 
with enough people in 
my life,” he said of the 
impetus for his podcast, 
through which he reaches 
out to creative people in 
the area. It’s something he 
enjoys, even if it doesn’t 
come naturally.

“I don’t really like 
talking to people. But 
when I do talk to people, 
I like to get into discus-
sions that matter”, said the 
Kitchener resident.

Assessing his personal 
life as missing something, 
he decided the podcast 
would be an ideal way 
to see things from other 
viewpoints, particularly 
through the eyes of cre-
ative people from all walks 
of life.

“I call them interviews 
because I’m talking to 
someone the whole time, 
I’m looking for that mo-
ment where, you know, the 
light in their eyes comes in 
and, they’re not talking to 
you as someone they don’t 
know anymore. They’re 
talking to you, as someone 
that they can share the 
thing that they’re passion-
ate about.”

It’s that search for a true 
connection that makes the 

the region – I’m here,  I’m 
a lifer – but I wanted the 
podcast to have… a wide 
variety of perspectives 
on creativity,” explained 
Leacock.

In a means of promotion 
for the ‘pod,’ Leacock has 
launched a merchandise 
store, the Creative Peo-
ple Pod Shop. The ETSY 
shop includes a variety of 
stickers to get the word out 
about his program. What 
began as a way to give 

guests memorabilia from 
the show has segued into 
an online store.

The response to his 
podcast has been great, 
says Leacock. Where he 
once had to scramble to 
get guests, he now has his 
schedule full through Au-
gust. And he’s expanded to 
two shows a week, which 
will be challenging to 
continue now that he has 
returned to work after a 
temporary COVID-related 
layoff.

Leacock says he has 
learned numerous things 
from hosting CPP, discov-
ering more about illustra-
tion, photography, music, 
and the many facets of his 
guests’ lives.

“I learned a lot about 
myself, about getting into 
the right mindset and how 
to manage. When you’re 
starting anything new, 
there’s your expectations, 
and then there’s what’s 
happening. There’s like 
this black hole that you 
can go down if you look 
at analytics too much or 
anything like that; the 
most important thing is to 
do the work and make sure 
it’s good,” he said of perse-
verance.

Stoking his own creativ-
ity, Leacock has learned 
some graphic design to 
help with the promotion 
and artistic presentations 
for each episode. He’s also 
brought on a part-time 
graphic designer to help 
with the effort.

The CPP is available on 
all streaming platforms, 
and more information for 
the show can be found on-
line at www.creativepeo-
ple-podcast.com.

podcast more than a sim-
ple Q-and-A session.

Waterloo Region is home 
to many creative types, 
a fact that got Leacock 
thinking about the com-
munity in that light.

“I think that there’s just 
a good space here – we had 
all [the] tech and, I think 
it’s created a good base 
that’s allowed for people 
to find a niche. There have 
been a lot of people that 
have put in the hard work,  

... and I think we kind of 
turned a corner, we’re 
seeing the fruits of their 
labour,” he said of the cre-
ativity in the region and 
its resiliency through the 
current pandemic.

All of the hard work is 
paying off, Leacock says. “I 
know that there was a time 
like, years ago, where I was 
working with people, and 
they were burnt out on 
promoting the arts in this 
region – time has brought 

all that hard work to frui-
tion for them.”

While his podcast has 
seen its fair share of local 
artists such as JP Sunga, 
Paige Warner and Alex 
Kinsella, he’s also spoken 
with others from outside 
the area. Just this week, 
for instance, he inter-
viewed a rapper from Cal-
ifornia.

“I’ve decided early on 
[that] I wanted to talk to 
people from all over. I love 
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Offi ce:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104
Fax:           519-669-5753 
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classifi ed Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-residential

Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-commercial

Placing Classifi ed Advertising

Classifi ed advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
offi ce hours. All classifi ed advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifi cations are available at: 
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a Woodworking Craftsman
to join our team. In this position you would be working in the 

custom assembly part of the shop, reporting to our kitchen 
production manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required
• 5 years previous wood working, trim carpenter and install

experience will be an asset

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 4

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Career Opportunity!
Construction Project Manager
Do you have a keen interest in construction technology?
Are you an experienced site supervisor or foreman wanting a new challenge? 
Conestogo Carpenters may have the career opportunity you have been waiting for!

Residential, agricultural or commercial construction experience is required.
Basic Computer skills needed. Must be able to take initiative and balance a wide 
array of responsibilities.

Interested? Email jeremy@conestogocarpenters.ca or call 226.749.3327

.

James Thoume Construction Limited
is a family owned and operated excavating and 

gravel supply company. We are growing and 
are looking for hard working individuals to join 
our team and grow with us. Available positions:

Diesel Mechanic, Labourer

We offer competitive wages and benefits package. Applicants must include a 
driver abstract with their resume and can apply by email: info@thoume.ca or 

drop it off at: 7270 Side Road 14, Ariss, ON

Job Summary
Conestogo Agri Systems Inc., a progressive company, is seeking the right qualified 
individual to join our Installation/Service team, who is organized, self-motivated, and has 
the ability to adapt to new technologies in the dairy industry. This position offers variety and 
continual learning opportunities. The successful applicant must possess excellent customer 
relations skills and will become one of our experts in the milking robot service and 
installation department, being familiar with all types of milking and dairy equipment.
This position requires computer software skills, as well as electrical knowledge and 
experience. Previous dairy equipment experience is preferred.  A farming or agriculture 
background would be considered an asset. With the support of your fellow service 
technicians, our goal is for you to be able to hit the ground running with the installation, 
troubleshooting, and preventative maintenance on robotic milking equipment. This role will 
also include training to work in all areas of dairy equipment service and maintenance.

Location: Drayton, ON
Based out of our location north of Drayton, the successful candidate will be working 
closely with the Service/Installation Manager and existing personnel.

Role Responsibilities:
• Work on a team and independently from a mobile location
• Installation & commissioning of robotic dairy equipment
• Set up & configure the internal networks used by the equipment
• Provide scheduled maintenance of robotic diary equipment
• Train customers in the operation of robotic & automated dairy equipment.
• Troubleshoot & provide customer support of existing installations.
• Be available to fit into our on-call rotation throughout the year.

Required Professional Knowledge, Skills and Qualifications:
• Service, installation and maintenance experience with robotic dairy milking systems 

and components
• Aware of all codes and safety regulations
• Technical trouble-shooting skills
• Strong electrical knowledge
• Computer network setup/service experience is an asset
• Driver’s license in good standing
• No lifting restrictions
• Must possess excellent written and verbal communication skills

Compensation packages include a group benefit plan and an RRSP plan. 
Check out our website to learn more about what we do.

If you are interested, please email your resume to info@conestogoagri.ca

We thank all applicants for their interest, however, only those selected for an interview will 
be contacted.

Job Type: Full-time

Experience:
• Computer Operating: 1 year (Preferred)
• Electrical: 1 year (Preferred)
• Service technician: 1 year (Preferred)

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

HAY & STRAW

LIVESTOCK BEDDING 
GREEN SAWDUST. 40 
yard load, delivered. Call 
519-580-0771.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

CUSTOM BALING LARGE 
SQUARE OR ROUND. 
Call Jeff 519-580-0674.

CLASSIFIED 
WORD ADS

100%
 LOCAL

HELP WANTED

AMI Attachments Inc, 
is looking to fill the position of:

INDUSTRIAL PAINTER 
AMI Attachments is an industry leading manufacturer 
of quality, reliable attachments for excavators, 
backhoes, wheel loaders and other heavy 
construction equipment. We are looking for an 
experienced Industrial Painter with 2 -3 years of 
experience. This is a fulltime day shift position. 
Benefits after 3 months. 

The Industrial Painter is responsible for prepping of 
product prior to painting. Painting of the product 
hung on track or on wagons. Experience driving 
forklift is required for loading & unloading product 
from the track. May be required to perform a wide 
range of movements including bending, climbing 
ladders & using rolling creepers.Strong hand and eye 
coordination. Attention to detail is required.

Rate of pay $18- $23 per hour.

Please submit your resume via email 
linda@amiattachments.com

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

OAT & PEAS FOR FOR-
AGE COVER CROPS 
- Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

INSIDE STORAGE 
WANTED FOR 42' 
motor home. Call Russ 
519-741-7900.

LOOKING FOR A ONE 
BEDROOM ROOM. 
Wheelchair accessible 
for room and board. 
Close to downtown Elmi-
ra. Call 519-292-6568.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

GARAGE SALES

MOVING SALE EVERY-
THING MUST GO! 8 
a.m - 2 p.m., July 11. 
Social distancing will 
be in effect. 10 Vienna 
Crescent, Heidelberg.

IN PRINT. IN DEPTH. ONLINE.
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P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
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After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

*Please note as the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, the status of 
facilities and services may change. For the most current information, please 
see the Woolwich Township website at Woolwich.ca or call us at 519-669-1647.

Notice of Watermain Flushing/ Hydrant 
Maintenance Operation

The Township of Woolwich will be engaging in a watermain flushing/hydrant 
maintenance program as follows:

Starting June 4, 2020 for Approximately a Month
Elmira 7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

*These dates are subject to change and will be communicated on the Township 
website*
Watermain flushing is performed at this time of low water usage to minimize its 
impact on water service. Please refrain from using excessive amounts of water 
during this time period (i.e. doing laundry, using the dishwasher, etc.)
The flushing process may cause discoloured water and a reduction in pressure. It 
should be noted that both of these conditions are temporary and not harmful. If 
discolouration occurs, open a cold, hard water tap in the basement until it runs 
clear before resuming regular consumption. In some situations this may take 5 
to 10 minutes. If, however, either of these conditions persist, please contact Alex 
Smyth at 519-669-6041 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6041.
The Township of Woolwich appreciates your patience as we continually work to 
maintain the quality of drinking water throughout the Township.

Local Business Resources
Local businesses are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in 
Woolwich Township. See who’s hiring on-line today!
In response to COVID-19, the Township’s economic development focus has 
shifted to:

• Helping local businesses access Federal and Provincial financial aids;
• Promoting local businesses that are still available or offer online service; 

and
• Monitoring the economic impact to support Council decisions.

For more information or for assistance accessing resources, contact the Township 
at 519-669-1647 and ask to speak with the Economic Development & Tourism 
Officer or contact EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

COVID-19
Woolwich Township Update

As the 2019 Novel Coronavirus or COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve 
around the world and in our community, the health and wellbeing of Woolwich 
residents remain our top priority. The Township continues to work closely with 
area municipalities, Region of Waterloo’s Public Health, and provincial and 
national partners to monitor and respond to new developments.
For information on symptoms, treatment and preventative measures, you may 
contact: 

• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400
• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000
• Public Health Agency of Canada: 1-833-784-4397

Township Facilities
Township Office
The Township Office is now open to the public for select services. Residents are 
encouraged to continue to use online or phone where possible or to book appointments 
with staff in advance of attending the Administrative Building in person. 

Recreation Facilities and Services
Closed until July 15th: All municipal recreational facilities including park washrooms, 
playgrounds and outdoor fitness equipment remain closed. 

Splash Pad
The Elmira Splash Pad is open 11 am – 7 pm daily (weather permitting). The 
splash pad will be fenced and supervised by staff as required by applicable 
Public Health guidelines and Provincial Orders. Only (40) people will be allowed 
within the fenced area at any one time. Residents will be able to access and 
enjoy the Splash Pad for a period of 45 minutes, by donation. Children 10 and 
under must be accompanied by an adult. 
There will be a “first come first serve” rule to allow residents equal time at the 
splash pad. Users must maintain physical distancing requirements. The outdoor 
washroom adjacent to the splash pad will be also be opened with enhanced 
cleaning. 

Daycamp
The Township of Woolwich is also pleased to announce that day camps will be 
offered in Elmira and Breslau starting July 6, 2020 as permitted by Provincial 
Orders. Camp staff and protocols will adhere to Public Health guidelines. For more 
information see our Summer Camps page at:  www.woolwich.ca/summercamp  

Parks, Trail and Outdoor Amenities
Sports fields are now open provided Provincial restrictions on physical distancing 
and gathering limits of 10 are adhered to.  Organized games are not permitted. 

Trails Closures
• The Mill Race Trail and the parking lot at 32 Front St., St. Jacobs remain 

closed.
• The West Montrose Covered Bridge is closed to visitors outside the 

community. Local residents can continue to walk in their neighbourhood 
while physical distancing.

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage
Please join us on our webpage: Woolwich.ca/StayActive for activities brought to 
you by our wonderful recreation and facilities staff, instructors and partners. 

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all open air burning within the Township. Whether 
you are having a small backyard fire or clearing your property of brush, a permit 
is required. You can apply for a permit at Woolwich.ca or by calling 519-669-
6022 during COVID-19.

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Technical Advisory Group (TAG) 
Thursday, July16, 2020

6:30 p.m. Webinar
on Ecological Risk Assessment Fundamentals (Part 2)

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township 
offices will not be permitted. Below is information on how you can participate in the 
meeting. You may also contact the Support Specialist by sending an email to lschaefer@
woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-1647, ext. 6112 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view the meeting by
REGISTERING with the Support Specialist on or before 12 noon on Tuesday, July 14th. To 
register please email lschaefer@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-1647, ext. 6112.  Once 
you are registered the Support Specialist will forward information on how to connect to the 
Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or toll-free conference call number). 
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a comment package and presented at the meeting.  This information is collected 
and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the 
general public at the Committee of Adjustment hearing.  Please note that while the 
Committee may redact some personal information such as email addresses and 
phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.
This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property 
located within 60 metres (200 feet) of the subject properties.  If you wish to be 
notified of any last minute changes to the agenda (i.e. withdrawal of an application) 
you must contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 
(Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca.

APPLICATIONS
CONSENT APPLICATION B 15/2020 – The Village Biergarten Inc., 1381 King Street North, 
St. Jacobs

ZONE / USE: Core Commercial – Urban (C-1) portion of property fronting King 
Street North containing the existing commercial building and Residential 
Medium Density (R-3) rear of property fronting on Queensway Drive containing 
a detached garage

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting permission to sever a parcel of land 
measuring approximately 20 by 26 metres, being approximately 520 square 
metres in area, from the rear of 1381 King Street North for the purpose of 
creating a new residential lot on full municipal services.  The proposed severed 
lands are zoned R-3 and will front onto Queensway Drive.  The proposed severed 
lands will conform to the R-3 zone requirements for lot area, frontage and 
width to permit a single detached dwelling.  The proposed retained lands are 
zoned C-1, will measure approximately 20 by 54 metres, being approximately 
1,080 square metres in area, and contain the existing commercial building.

CONSENT APPLICATION B 16/2020 – Edward and Selema Martin, 144 Southfield Drive, 
Elmira

ZONE / USE: Agricultural (A), General Industrial – Dry (M-1) and General 
Industrial – Urban (M-2) containing a dairy / farming operation

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting permission to sever a strip of land 
measuring approximately 6.0 metres wide by 100 metres in depth from 144 
Southfield Drive and convey it as a lot addition to the adjacent lands located 
at 110 Southfield Drive.  The proposed severed lands are zoned M-1.  The 
proposed retained lands at 144 Southfield Drive will be approximately 71 ha. 
in area and contain a dairy farming operation.

NOTICE OF DECISION:  Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will 
be sent to owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who 
register for the meeting.  If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee 
of Adjustment in respect to this application, you must submit a written request to 
the Committee Secretary or register ahead of the meeting.  This will also entitle you 
to be advised of a possible Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS: 
Anyone in opposition to a decision may appeal the decision to the Local Planning 

Appeal Tribunal.  The Tribunal may dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing 
if the appellant did not make oral or written submissions to the Committee of 
Adjustment before a decision was given or does not provide a reasonable 
explanation for having failed to make a submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you 
should you have any questions.  Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-
6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca  
Further information about the applications may be obtained by contacting Rajbir 
Sian, Planner, Development Services at 51 9-669-6033 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 
6033), Fax: 519-669-4669, or Email: rsian@woolwich.ca.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 
197/96 and 200/96

TAKE NOTICE THAT the Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will 
meet on: 

MONDAY, July 27, 2020 at 3:30 P.M.
for the purpose of hearing all persons interested in support of or opposition to any 
of the following applications as described below.
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the 
Township offices will not be permitted.  Below is information on how you can 
submit comments, view or participate in the meeting.  You may also contact the 
Committee Secretary by sending an email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone 
at 519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate 
in the meeting as follows:

• view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township 
Youtube channel  at the following link  https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ  OR

• participate by REGISTERING with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 
noon on Friday July 24th.  To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or 
phone 519-669-6040.  When registering you must provide your name, phone 
number, email and the application number you would like to comment on.  
Once you are registered the Committee Secretary will forward information on 
how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call 
number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to 
listen and have the option to comment on a particular application, please register 
with the Committee Secretary (see above information).  You will not be required to 
speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we 
know which application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate 
time to comment if you wish to do so.  As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of 
security that is necessary to prevent unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting.  
Applicants and their consultants will be automatically registered and contacted 
accordingly by the Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend 
that you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township office at 24 Church 
Street West, Elmira and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of 
the building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 
You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any 
comments / concerns however, this is not considered a formal comment. 
The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications.  All 
submissions must be made no later than 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 21st (Note 
that this date is before the meeting).  Any submissions received will be included in 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

We support our
Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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$639,900$639,900$639,900

Elmira - Here is your chance to own a beautiful 
century home that has been lovingly updated 
while keeping the integrity of the century 
charm. The finished walk up attic is perfect for 
a 4th bedroom, playroom or office space.  
Impressive front office has wrap around 
windows to enjoy the mature neighborhood 
views year round.  Plenty of cooking space in 
the spacious kitchen with quartz counter tops 
and a huge butcher block island. Entertain your 
friends and family with the deck outside the 
kitchen and a walk out basement to your back 
yard oasis including hot tub, fish pond, 2 apple 
trees and fairy lights strung in the trees for a 

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

magical evening.  Detached double car garage, exposed aggregate driveway with parking for 
6, all electrical and plumbing updated, all appliances included, just move in!

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR 
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

Very desirable location amongst executive 
style homes. Great family neighbourhood 
– central to all schools. Still owned by the 
original owner. 3+ bdrm raised bungalow – 
approx. 1,500 sq. ft. Updated kitchen & din-
ing area & main bathroom with air tub. Fin-
ished rec & games room w/gas FP. 3 pc bath, 
4thbdrm& hobby/laundry room. Spacious 
principle rooms. Most windows updated. 
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL – potential for a 
wooded lot severance. Call for details.   MLS 

5 BOBOLINK PLACE, ELMIRA

$824,900

Exquisite, custom built bungalow offers 
over 3,000 square feet and is built on 
two lots. Backing onto a wooded for-
est. New concrete driveway. Gourmet 
kitchen recently installed w/dark maple 
cabinetry, commercial stainless steel 
appliances, island and granite counter 
tops. Formal dining room, office & two 
bedrooms on the main floor, both with 

58 PINTAIL DRIVE, ELMIRA

Unique opportunity to run your busi-
ness from this totally renovated and 
architecturally pleasing building. Sit-
ting areas w/gas fireplace & water 
feature. Full kitchen w/built in oven, 
range & dishwasher. Upper loft areas. 
Outdoor storage w/additional wash-
room. Numerous perennial gardens & 
creek offer a peaceful outdoor setting.  
MLS 

11 DUNKE STREET N., ELMIRA

$495,000

$1,699,900
ensuites. Approximately 2,700 square feet finished in the basement, consisting of 3 
bedrooms, exercise room, huge rec room & games area. Utility room w/stairs to the 
triple garage. 5 bathrooms. Expect to be impressed! MLS 

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Welcome to Southside Estates’ community 
of Milverton Meadow's. This Luxury, 1135 
square foot, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 
semi-detached home, features a gorgeous 
kitchen with granite counter tops, including a 
breakfast bar. A�ached garage, appliances 

are all included, (Fridge, Stove, Washer, Dryer and microwave). Premium quality 
vinyl Windows and exterior doors. All of this Located in quiet town with all 
ameni�es including high speed fiber-op�c internet availability. Some Interior 
op�ons s�ll available for you to add your own personal style . MLS # 30799298

$405,717    
Murray Court, Milverton    

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

 Farm | $2.25 Million
102 acres close to Listowel. 83 workable organic acres, 17 acre bush lot, and a 
3 +1 bedroom ICF constructed home (2009), all on a paved road. Also 2 Coverall 
buildings. MLS. Call Dale Direct. 

Birdland Elmira | $749,900
Desirable location. Great yard, spacious 4 
level backsplit, balcony deck off                                                         
Master, seasonal sunroom, double 
attached, lots of parking, flexible closing.                                               
MLS Call Dale.

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

BUYING OR SELLING REAL ESTATE?
YOU'RE IN THE RIGHT PLACE.

survivors and their fami-
lies.

In the webinar, journal-
ists were encouraged to 
report on the cause of such 
tragedies, to draw attention 
to safety and make it clear 
that the consequences of 
ignoring it, even briefly, 
can be fatal.

Readers, listeners and 
viewers want to know how 
such tragedies occur. So do 
other farmers.

Journalists were also 
encouraged to think twice 
before entering a farm, to 
ensure their own safety. 
Farming can be a hazard-
ous job. Visiting a farm as 
a journalist is inspiring 
and fulfilling. But it should 
also be approached with an 
element of caution, partic-
ularly in the midst of farm 
equipment.

And that leads to the last 
point. The stories that re-
sult from a farm visit are al-
most always accompanied 

by photos, because the sub-
ject matter is so inviting. 

However, the farm safety 
advocates worry that pho-
tographically capturing 
a farm family can lead to 
dangerous situations. A 
good example is the classic 
photo of farmers in or on a 
tractor, with one (or more) 
of their children on their 
lap. 

It’s a photo that many 
readers have come to ex-
pect, which prompts the 
journalist to set it up. 

Or maybe it takes places 
naturally, because regard-
less of whether there’s a 
camera around, that’s what 
happens on a farm.

In either case, farm safe-
ty advocates urge farmers 
and journalists to recon-
sider what’s regarded as 
historically acceptable. 
Society is changing, and 
stereotypes and expecta-
tions – as well as safety 
practices – of farming need 
to change with it.

 ROBERTS: Farming practices need 
to change, as do public perceptions

FROM 12
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Congratulations on 
your Graduations 

Madeline and Lena Zinger 
From all of your family

John 
McGuire
July 2, 2019

Love always and forever 
Your wife Gail 

Your children Matt and Daughter-in-law Rose, 
Jason, Paula and Nicholas

Papa we miss you, 
Love Jessica, Luke, Sabrina, Sarah and Jayden

xoxoxoxo

In Memory of a loving husband
Dad and Papa

Several times we needed you 
And many times we’ve cried.

If our Love for you  
could have saved you,

You never would have died. 
In our hearts we  

will always love you 
and cherish many happy days. 

Watson, Roderick
Rod passed away peacefully on July 1, 2020 
in West Palm Beach Florida after a long and 
courageous battle with cancer. He was 57.  

Beloved son of Deb Watson of Elmira. Sadly 
missed by  brothers Robert Watson, David 
Watson (Kathy) and Ken Curtis (Peggy) sisters 
Heather Miller (Jeff) and Kathy Mallett (Bill).  

Fondly remembered by many nieces, 
nephews and cousins. Predeceased by his 
father David Watson and brother Court Curtis. 
Cremation has taken place and a memorial 
service is not planned at this time.

Sweeney, Alma Dale (nee Kirk) 
July 19, 1942 – July 3, 2020

Peacefully passed away at Barnswallow 
Place Care Community, Elmira, at the 
age of 77. Dale was the wife of Leonard 
Sweeney for 55 years. Loved mother 
of Julie (Rick) Winfield and Todd 
(Kim) Sweeney. Loving and proud 
grandma of Parker Winfield, Maggie 
Sweeney, and Emily Sweeney. Dale 
was a talented seamstress who also 
loved to knit. Every Christmas her 
beloved grandchildren looked forward 
to a pair of handknit socks crafted 
with love and care. Dale also loved 
traveling, cooking and baking for her 
friends and family. She will be dearly 
missed. A special thank you to all the 
staff at Barnswallow Place for their 
care during her last days. Cremation 
has taken place and a private family 
graveside service will be held. As 
expressions of sympathy, in lieu of 
flowers, donations to a charity, church, 
hospital or someone in need during 
these times would be appreciated by 
her family.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

GRADUATION IN MEMORIAM

OBITUARY 

OBITUARY 

Seip, Joyce Marlene (nee Hoffer)
Passed away peacefully with her family 
by her side on Monday, July 6, 2020 
at Hospice Wellington, Guelph, at the 
age of 71. Beloved wife and best friend 
for 48 years of Bruce Seip of Waterloo. 
Devoted mother of Tonya and Bill 
Veltman of Waterloo, Michelle Seip 
of Waterloo, and Michael and Simone 
Seip of Elmira. Lovingly remembered 
by her grandchildren Brayden, Jacob 
and Leah Veltman. Dear sister of 
Paul Hoffer and sister-in-law of Pat 
McTavish. Predeceased by her parents 
Oscar and Erma (Stroh) Hoffer, sister-
in-law Merlene Sparry, and brother-
in-law Arlen Seip. At Joyce’s request, 
cremation has taken place. A family 
graveside service will be held at St. 
James Lutheran Cemetery, Elmira. A 
celebration of life will take place at a 
later date. A special thank you to Dr. 
Baxter, Dr. Kuk, Dr. Valdes, and all the 
staff at Grand River Regional Cancer 
Centre, Waterloo Wellington LHIN, and 
Hospice Wellington. In Joyce’s memory, 
donations to Grand River Regional 
Cancer Centre or Hospice Wellington 
would be appreciated. Jacob and Leah 
are starting a fundraiser for Hospice 
Wellington in honour of their grandma. 
To donate to their fundraising run, 
visit hospicewellington.org, click Our 
Events at the top, then click Third Party.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY 

BECK, FLORENCE CRESSMAN - Passed away 
peacefully into the presence of her Maker, at 
Derbecker's Heritage House in St. Jacobs, on 
July 1, 2020 in her 89th year.

KUEPFER, KATIE - Passed away at Grand River 
Hospital, Kitchener, on Friday, July 3, 2020, at the 
age of 96 years, of St. Jacobs.

MARTIN, MILDRED - Passed away peacefully 
surrounded by her family into the loving arms of 
Jesus, on Tuesday, June 30, 2020 at Derbecker's 
Heritage House, St. Jacobs, at the age of 88.

DEATH NOTICES

CONTINUE | 0X

Lockdown sees an increase in the number 
of users on the G2G Rail Trail

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

During the early days of 
the coronavirus crisis, with 
many of us stuck at home 
and few businesses open, 
hitting the trails was one of 
the few options available to 
those us looking to get out 
of the house. And many of 
us exercised that option.

The Guelph to Goderich 
Rail Trail has certainly 
seen an increase in users, 
though avoiding the kind 
of overcrowding that has 
forced the closure of some 
trailways. 

“The G2G is fairly unique 
because it’s multi-juris-
dictional – we have 17 mu-
nicipalities that crisscross 
between Guelph and God-
erich. And because there 
are different municipalities 
having different levels 
of usage and what they 
were allowing, the trail for 
the most part remained 
open, provided people 
were physically distancing 
themselves,” G2G executive 
director Doug Cerson said 

this week.
“We are happy to report 

we’ve had fairly low inci-
dent accounts—no one has 
complained about physical 
distancing – but we’ve had 
a tremendous number of 
new users,” he added.

Of the uptick in usage, 
Cerson suggests some 
people may have found the 
time to return to cycling, 
or families are looking for 
new areas to explore within 
and around their commu-
nities, adding not all of 
the increase is due to the 
COVID-19 lockdown.

“We’ve seen a lot of traf-
fic this year, which may 
not be 100 per cent due to 
COVID. It certainly is an 
attractive space for people, 
in a very safe open space 
outside of the city. So, it’s 
very attractive for people to 
leave their urban areas and 
come out and visit sections 
of the G2G.” 

Regular users and main-
tenance groups had been 
gearing up for the big sum-
mer projects of trail surfac-
ing. A new surface facelift 

Woolwich Youth Soccer 
cancels programs

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Local kids will not be lacing 
up their soccer cleats to hit 
the pitches this summer, as 
the Woolwich Youth Soccer 
Club (WYSC) has chosen to 
cancel the 2020 season. 

Despite Ontario Soccer 
giving their clubs the ability 
to start moving ahead with 
the season in some form, 
the WYSC board of directors 
made the decision to shut 
things down, starting with 
house league in May and 
more recently cancelling 
their rep league. 

WYSC was one of the first 
clubs to cancel their house 
league when the COVID-19 
pandemic essentially closed 
down the province, but the 
board had some hope that 
the rep league would be able 
to move ahead as planned. 
However, Andrea Richards, 
president of WYSC, says 
once the return to play 
guidelines came down from 
Ontario Soccer, cancelling 
was the only decision that 

could be made for a club of 
their size. 

“Just based on the return 
to play guidelines and just 
a whole gamut of things, 
basically a full return to soc-
cer [was not possible],” said 
Richards. “The league basi-
cally can’t even run unless 
there is no social distancing. 
So, when we heard that [we 
decided] the league is not 
going to run. We know al-
most 100 per cent that social 
distancing is going to be in 
effect for quite some time, 
and it’s not going to not be 
there by the end of the sum-
mer.”

She says they had the 
option to go back to train-
ing and other small group 
activities as a team, but the 
protocols that needed to 
be in place were too much 
for a small club, including 
someone on the field to  en-
sure precautions were being 
taken. 

Despite having the go-
ahead to move the season 
forward, Richards says at 
the end of the day they were 
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is ranging from Guelph to the 
edge of Elmira and between 
Linwood to Auburn. A sis-
ter path, the Kissing Bridge 
Trailway, was also the subject 
to a new facelift using a local 
invention, the Trail-Pro 3.0. 

“We literally lift up, stone 
[that] was laid 20 years ago, 
shake it up to the top, put it 
back on, and cut that trail 
back to eight feet wide in-
stead of say four feet,” said 
Cerson, noting G2G and Kiss-
ing Bridge Trailway have mu-
tually benefitted from their 
25-year relationship. 

Similar to many other 
organizations, G2G did not 
qualify for any financial 
assistance during the pan-
demic. Currently, the organi-
zation is seeking donations 
to fund project RED,  a joint 
undertaking with Wilfrid 
Laurier University’s geogra-
phy program that provides 
students with work in their 
field. 

The organization is also 
seeking donations for resur-
facing and new wayfinding 
signage from end to end, 
with costs estimated at 

$253,000. 
“We’ve had some great 

donations and great subsi-
dies from companies. But 
we’re still about $100,000 
[short] for stone dust that 
we have to buy and trans-
port from various pits to the 
trail physically,” he said.

Cerson encourages resi-
dents to take advantage of 
the trailway this summer, 
especially the connectivity 
to other locations afforded 
by its location along a for-
mer rail corridor.

“I say get out on the trail 
unit safely, respectfully, 
and explore. We really 
pride ourselves on creating 
an integration between 
communities and connec-
tivity. And we think it’s re-
ally important that people 
understand that this was a 
major transportation route 
[that] was used to connect 
up communities. And to-
day it’s still connecting 
people in a different way, 
whether it’s by foot or by 
bicycle.” 

To learn more visit 
 www.G2Grailtrail.com.
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Ray of Hope and House of Friendship are excited to be 
working together to provide a temporary emergency 
shelter to men experiencing homelessness in Water-
loo Region at the new ‘House of Hope.’ Operating 
out of Ray of Hope’s Community Centre, House of 
Hope will welcome up to 28 men per night, providing 
a place of refuge and shelter for those who have 
nowhere else to go during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Ray of Hope and House of Friendship will jointly sta�  
the temporary shelter.

The Humane Society of Kitchener Waterloo & Stratford 
Perth has adapted to the realities of COVID19 by 
taking their 2020 summer camps online. The new 
format is a virtual camp where kids can interact 
with friends, connect with camp counsellors, and 
learn about the captivating world of animals from 
the comfort of home. Vets in Training camp will also 
be available again this year, online from July 27-31.
www.kwsphumane.ca

HOMELESS SHELTER KIDS AND PETS

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Have you heard of the newest 
ice cream shop in town?!

Stop by one of our locations to enter into our monthly 
draw for a $100 gift card to Sweet Scoops. 

Check them out for all the amazing flavours & homemade 
waffle cones!

Good Luck Everyone! 

Today’s recipe for 
Sweet Potato & 
Green Onion Pan-

cakes actually has very 
few ingredients and, per-
haps with the exception 
of the main ingredient, 
might very well be things 
that you already have ly-
ing around in your kitch-
en. This is the basic recipe 
to which you could add 
other flavours and ingre-
dients you desire – the 
only limit is your imagi-
nation.

When we talk of regu-
lar “pancakes,” it makes 
sense that they were 
called that as it similar to 
a cake batter that is made 
in a frying pan instead of 
the oven.

That being said, as long 
as we are talking chicken 
and eggs, the pancake can 
actually be traced back 
to prehistoric times, as 
something similar would 
have been one of the first 
grain-based dishes that 
human-kind ever cooked.

It makes sense because 
back in those days  the 
world was thought to 
be flat, but now that it’s 
round, we’re able to make 
pastries that have three 
dimensions.

Traditional potato pan-
cakes are common in the 
cultures of Germany, East-
ern Europe and the Jewish 
faith. This variation uses 
sweet potato instead of 
the regular white potato. 

Sweet potatoes are actu-
ally not a potato at all, but 
an imposter – they’re root 
vegetables rather than 
tubers. We call them that, 
however, as they look a lot 

These “potatoes” 
make for some 

sweet pancakes

like regular potatoes.
Regular grated potatoes 

can stick together almost 
by themselves because of 
their natural high starch 
content. It’s very import-
ant to use eggs and flour 
to bind the sweet pota-
toes, as they have much 
less starch.

When frying it is also 
important to have the 
burner on low to medium 
because they will burn 
quickly due to the higher 
sugar content.

These potatoes work 
great as a side dish to any 
of your favourite summer 
grilled meats or fish. They 
are also great for breakie, 
with a poached egg on top, 
for instance.

I can’t think of a reason 
why you can’t just eat 
them straight up smoth-
ered in maple syrup – no 
judgment, however.

Sweet Potato & 
Green Onion 
Pancakes

2 eggs, lightly beaten
1/4 cup all purpose fl our
1/2 bundle of green onions, 
chopped
2 large sweet potatoes
1/4 cup cooking oil
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Brendan Lowther will be taking the Great Cycle Challenge in August, raising money for charity.  [SEAN HEEGER]

Local man plans to spend August on his bicycle, in support of Sick Kids Hospital

The miles add up, 
and so does the cash

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

A few short months ago, 
Brendan Lowther was fix-
ing bikes in the Woolwich 
area and donating proceeds 
from his work to charitable 
organizations in the region. 
Now he’s hitting the road on 
his own bike, hoping to raise 
money in support of Sick 
Kids Hospital. 

His plan is to ride 800 
kilometres throughout the 
month of August with the 
hopes of raising $1,500 for 
the Toronto-based paediat-
ric hospital, with a focus on 
fighting children’s cancers. 
This isn’t the first time he’s 
done the ride – in fact, this 
will be his fifth time taking 
part in the annual Great Cy-
cle Challenge since it started 
in 2016. 

Always an avid cyclist, 
Lowther was inspired to do 
more in support of the hos-
pital. Of all the other rides 
in which he can participate, 
Lowther says this one gives 
him the freedom to set his 
own fundraising goal and 
distances, making it perfect 
for him.

While raising money for 
a worthy cause is important 
to him, at the root it’s simply 
getting out there on his bike.

“The best part is just 
getting out and riding var-
ious different routes over 
the course of a month and 
giving yourself a goal and 
a challenge – so being able 
to set a distance goal and 
a fundraising goal. For the 
most part that fundraising CYCLING | 24

TREKKING FOR DOLLARS

goal is often the [thing] 
that’s really the most im-
portant part but for me, 
that personal goal of setting 
a distance and trying to 
make that distance is really 
important,” said Lowther. 
“[The fundraising] still 
happens whether you make 
your goal or not. But, you 
know, they start counting 
the rides as of August 1 and 
they go for 31 days and so if 
you can get that [distance 
goal travelled] or more in 
your time, that for me is the 

exciting part. Getting out in 
the country and you know, 
we have an amazing area, 
just outside of Elmira that 
we can ride all kinds of rural 
roads and not have to worry 
too much about vehicles and 
I’ve recently started to enjoy 
gravel roads as well and so 
that’s been a new challenge 
for me as well.”

His ride runs throughout 
the entire month. His route 
is not going to be taking him 
all over the country, but he 
does plan on ending his trip 

somewhere scenic and pic-
turesque. 

Since he started taking 
part in this event in 2016, 
Lowther has raised more 
than $3,300 and ridden 
thousands of kilometres. 
This year he started with 
an initial fundraising goal 
of $500. As of July 7 he has 
surpassed his goal – topping 
out at more than $650 as 
of Tuesday evening – and 
raised his goal to the current 
$1,500.

CHEF DUFF
CHEF'S TABLE

IN THE KITCHEN
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The Community Events Calendar is reserved for 
non-profi t local events that are o� ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, 
corporate events, open houses  and similar events 
do not qualify for free advertising. See complete 
policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Join Us Online
Every Sunday

9:15 & 11:00 AM

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Summer Series: How Can 

I Keep from Singing?

Worship: 9:30am

Erv Wiens preaching

 Service moved on-line.
See www.elmiramennonite.ca.

1. Peel and grate potatoes on 
cheese grater.

2. Whisk together eggs, flour, 
salt and pepper in large bowl 
until smooth; stir in green on-
ions and sweet potato. 

3. Heat 2 Tbsp. oil in a large, 
nonstick skillet over medium 
heat. Drop batter into skillet 
by scant 1/2 cup to make 2 
or 3 mounds (do not crowd), 
pressing gently with spatula 
to flatten; cook, carefully flip-
ping once, until golden, 6 to 

8 minutes. Transfer to paper 
towel–lined plate using slotted 
spoon; keep warm. Repeat with 
remaining batter in 2 batches, 
adding 1 Tbsp. of the remaining 
oil between each batch. 

4. Transfer pancakes to serving 
platter; serve immediately.

Chef Bruce Du�  is the operator of 
“Chef Du�  at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just 
outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts 
private events, banquets, team 
building and cooking classes and also 
run breakfast and lunch in the café 
from Wed. – Sat; info@chefdu� .ca.
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OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

 CHEF'S TABLE: A pallet-pleasing 
alternative take on potato pancakes

Community Care Concepts provides 
services and supports that help seniors 
and adults with unique needs to live 
independently in their own homes 
across the Townships of Woolwich, 
Wellesley and Wilmot.  In an effort 
to protect the health of our clients, 
volunteers and staff, Community Care 
Concepts has cancelled until further 
notice:

• community exercise programs 
• community dining programs
• social and recreational 

programming 
• adult day programs located at 

Barnswallow Place in Elmira and 
Nithview Community in New 
Hamburg 

All other essential services are 
continuing including:

• Meals on Wheels
• transportation to medical and 

other essential appointments
• ensuring access to groceries and 

prescriptions
• wellbeing checks
• essential home help services
• support with hospital discharge

We ask for your patience as we 
prioritize requests based upon most 
immediate needs.  

Please contact us at 519-664-1900 
or 1-855-664-1900 if you require 
assistance or know of someone who 
may require assistance.

At this time, we would like to express 
our sincere thanks to members of 
our community for the outpouring of 
offers of assistance and support as we 
ensure that the needs of seniors and 
vulnerable residents of our community 
are addressed. 

 Stay well,
Cathy Harrington, Executive Director
Community Care Concepts of Woolwich, Wellesley & Wilmot

THURSDAY, JULY 9
HOT DOG THURSDAYS! JOIN US FOR A FREE 
Hot-dog and drink. Grab and go format. Social 
distancing measures in place. Each Thursday 
in July and August from noon to 1 p.m. Located 
at the side of the WCS building. Both meat and 
veggie dogs available.

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates
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OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Chester White's 
home
4. By and large
11. Snow covered
16. Baseball stat
17. Unfilled space
18. Secret store
19. MoS2
21. Dine at home
22. "I had no ___!"
23. Adaptable truck, 
for short
24. Full-length
25. Overconfident 
young person
31. Sharing rides to 
work
34. Propel, in a way
35. Alkaline liquid
36. "___ moment"
37. Absorbed, as a loss
38. Too much emotion
41. Forbidden items
44. "For shame!"
45. "I'm ___ you!"
46. Chip away at
48. Pro ___
52. "___ Loves You"
55. Chemical com-

pound
58. Not more than
62. Why is it always 
out of focus on page 
one?
63. Aggravate
64. ___ Beta Kappa
65. Gun, as an engine
66. Can't be persued-
ed
68. Music for one
72. Fleet
73. Appropriate
74. Deaden
78. Deceived
79. Type of bird
83. About 1.3 cubic 
yards
84. Streets
85. Bonanza find
86. Specified amount
87. Owing money
88. "What's ___?"

DOWN
1. 18-wheeler
2. Put one's foot 
down?
3. Its motto is "Lux et 
veritas"

4. Priest's robe
5. Blue
6. Trick taker, often
7. Sudden increase
8. Bind
9. "Ciao!"
10. "___ on my bed my 
limbs I lay": Coleridge
11. Game plan
12. Civil rights org.
13. Bi-racial justice 
group
14. Term for white 
people
15. Appetite
20. Cry for help
24. Not fitting
26. Frost
27. Bit
28. Newbie, of sorts
29. Absorb, with "up"
30. ___ gestae
31. Chanel of fashion
32. Soon, to a bard
33. It may be due on a 
duplex
38. Muzzle
39. Bookie's quote
40. Doofus
42. Brit's "Baloney!"

43. Kind of race
47. Liszt's "La Campan-
ella," e.g.
49. Not "fer"
50. Bakery buy
51. Says "When?"
53. Female heros
54. Alter
56. Way, way off
57. "Coriolanus" 
setting
58. Software program, 
briefly
59. To that
60. Angry speech
61. Female gametes
66. Be there
67. Blue-ribbon
69. Fern-to-be
70. Caterpillar, for one
71. Floor it
75. ___ reflection
76. ___ mortals
77. Cold one
78. Lucy drug
79. Bar bill
80. Nod, maybe
81. Confederate sol-
dier, for short
82. "C'___ la vie!"

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain fi ring on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727

Elmira 
location 

only

325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727

Elmira 
location 

only

GARDEN CENTRE
CLEARANCE ON NOW!CLEARANCE ON NOW!

In stock, while quantities last, may not be exactly as shown

HEALTH MATTERS

Risks lower with minimally invasive heart surgery
DEAR MAYO CLINIC: Is 
minimally invasive heart 
surgery to repair a mitral 
valve a safer option than 
open-heart surgery? Is 
it common for a surgeon 
to have to switch to an 
open-heart procedure af-
ter starting the surgery?

ANSWER: Both minimally 
invasive heart surgery and 
traditional surgery that 
involves opening the chest 
bone -- a procedure known 
as sternotomy -- are safe, 
effective ways to repair 
a damaged mitral valve. 
The minimally invasive 
approach requires less re-
covery time, and the risk of 
complications is lower with 
that procedure. Because 
patients are screened thor-
oughly prior to surgery to 
ensure they are good can-
didates for the minimally 
invasive approach, it's rare 
for surgery to be changed 

while it's in progress.
The mitral valve is in 

the left side of the heart 
-- the side that receives 
oxygen-rich blood from 
the lungs and pumps it to 
the rest of the body. Lo-
cated between the upper 
left chamber (left atrium) 
and the lower left chamber 
(left ventricle), the mitral 
valve has flaps that open 
and close once during each 
heartbeat to allow blood to 
pass through it.

The mitral valve may 
need to be repaired for a 
number of reasons. One of 
the most common is a con-
dition called myxomatous 
degenerative mitral valve 
disease. In people who 
have this condition, the 
valve flaps get floppy, and 
the strings that support the 
flaps become elongated 
and may eventually break. 
When that happens, the 
valve can't close securely, 

Mayo Clinic Q & A is an educational 
resource and doesn't replace 
regular medical care. E-mail a 
question to MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.
edu. For more information, visit 
www.mayoclinic.org.

and it allows blood to flow 
backward into the left atri-
um toward the lungs.

A damaged mitral valve 
often can be repaired, and 
it's common for mitral 
valve repair to be per-
formed using a minimally 
invasive approach, rather 
than with a sternotomy in-
cision. Both approaches are 
still considered open-heart 
surgery and require use of 
the heart-lung machine.

During minimally inva-
sive surgery, the surgeon 
makes several tiny inci-
sions between the ribs to 
gain access to the heart. 
Then surgical instruments 
and a small, high-qual-
ity camera are inserted 
through those holes. The 
surgical tools are connect-
ed to robotic arms that the 
surgeon controls with a 
computerized device.

Because the surgical in-
struments are so small, and 

the surgeon can see their 
movement in great detail 
on a computer monitor, he 
or she can make extremely 
precise movements with 
those instruments. That 
allows the surgeon to per-
form the procedure with 
less manipulation and 
trauma to the heart and 
chest wall than is possible 
with a sternotomy.

Sternotomy typically 
requires about six days in 
the hospital, and six to eight 
weeks of recovery. For the 
minimally invasive proce-
dure, the hospital stay is 
about three to four days, and 

full recovery usually takes 
about three to four weeks.

The risk for complica-
tions -- such as infection 
and excess blood loss -- is 
lower, and patients gen-
erally have less pain fol-
lowing minimally invasive 
heart surgery.

It's quite rare for a 
surgeon to switch from 
the minimally invasive 
approach to a sternoto-
my during a mitral valve 
repair. But the operating 
team is prepared to do so in 
the event of an emergency.

To reduce the likelihood 
that the procedure will 
need to be converted to the 
larger incision while sur-
gery is in progress, patients 
are evaluated carefully to 
confirm that the minimally 
invasive approach is the 
best option. For example, 
patients who have chest 
wall deformities may not 
be good candidates for 

minimally invasive surgery 
because there might not be 
enough space in the chest 
cavity to maneuver the 
instruments. Some under-
lying medical problems, 
such as vascular disease 
or lung disease, can make 
minimally invasive surgery 
difficult, as well. In those 
cases, the surgeon would 
opt to use a sternotomy, 
which also has excellent 
results.

Regardless of the ap-
proach, minimally invasive 
or traditional sternotomy, 
the technique used to re-
pair the mitral valve is the 
same with both types of in-
cisions, and that gold-stan-
dard technique has proved 
to be effective.

MAYO CLINIC

LOCAL. INDEPENDENT. ALWAYS.

From local chef-inspired dinners to North America's obsessively tested recipes from America's Test Kitchen, The 

Observer has a hearty stock pile of recipes to satisfy all your foodie cravings. Visit observerxtra.comFIND MORE IDEAS FOR DINNER ONLINE.
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1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188
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MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Together, our hard work is paying off and we’re holding the virus at bay in 
our community. Let us remain vigilant and careful as we enjoy what summer 
has to bring by doing these �ve things all of the time.

1. Keep your distance when going out
• Practice physical distancing by keeping 2 metres between yourself and 

others.

• Wear a non-medical mask.

2. Wear your mask
• Before putting on your mask, wash your hands with soap and water for 

at least 20 seconds or use alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth – this includes while 
wearing gloves and putting on or removing a face covering (mask).

• Cover your mouth and nose with the mask. Make sure there are no 
gaps between your face and the mask, being careful not to touch your 
face with your hands.

• If your mask becomes damp or humid, replace it with a new mask. 

• Do not reuse a single-use mask. Discard your mask when you have 
�nished using it by placing it in the garbage.

• Remove your mask by removing the elastic loops around your ears 
avoid touching the part that covers your face.

• After removing and discarding your mask, wash your hands with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds or use alcohol-based hand sanitizer.

3. Wash your hands 
• Wash your hands often with warm water and soap for at least 20 

seconds. Use an alcohol-based sanitizer if soap and water are not 
available.

4. Use your best judgment
•  Avoid contact with people who are sick. 

•  Stay home if you feel unwell.

5. Be respectful of others
• These days, people are very conscious about who is near them and 

how close they are. Know that many people in our community are 
reluctant to be around others, especially those who may be at highest 
risk for becoming seriously ill from COVID-19. Help them have con�-
dence in knowing that we are all doing everything we can and taking 
responsibility to prevent the spread of the virus.

Stay safe. Lead the way.

We all have a
role to play.
You’re doing great! 
Keep up the excellent work!

He hopes everyone who 
is able will donate and help 
him to continue to surpass 
his goals in the name of 
fighting cancer. 

“If people feel like they 
have the means to be able 
to donate towards the kids 
and fighting kids’ cancer, 
then that to me [is] the best 

thing that people can take 
away from this and just 
know that all the money is 
going to a fantastic organi-
zation that helps the kids 
fight cancer,” enthused 
Lowther. 

To donate to Lowther’s 
current goal, visit great-
cyclechallenge.ca/Riders/
BrendanLowther. Dona-

tions will be accepted until 
after the ride is over. 

In the four years that the 
Great Cycle Challenge has 
been running in Canada, 
more than $12 million has 
been raised collevctively 
to fight childhood cancer. 
Participants have ridden 
more than 10 million kilo-
metres during that time. 
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 CYCLING: Distance-event is an annual undertaking

probably not going to be 
able to play games, and 
making all these changes 
just to train was not worth 
the trouble and risk.

“Obviously, we wanted to 
keep the season going, we 
wanted our kids to be able 
to participate, but when it 
came down to it… there’s 
basically almost a zero per 
cent chance that there’s 

actually going to be games 
[played],” she stated.

While WYSC has chosen 
to hold off on a season this 
year, larger clubs in Water-
loo Region have decided to 
move ahead. Richards says 
because they have more 
people who are able to look 
after the kids and ensure 
all protocols are in place, 
they are able to do what the 
local club cannot. There was 

consideration on moving 
forward in some way, but 
they decided it was best 
for WYSC to bow out of the 
2020 season.

The decision will see 
the club forego more than 
$60,000 in revenue is. Rich-
ards said she is hopeful they 
will be able to return next 
year stronger than ever and 
bring soccer back to the 
township.

 SOCCER: Organization opts to err on the side of safety
FROM 20
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