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Stay vigilant,
health
officials warn
as reopenings
expand

Open letter about lead in drinking water
sparks research effort by local MP
Tim Louis looking for more information about lead in our drinking water
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

With the region now in stage
3 of the province’s reopening
plan, public health officials are
being extra vigilant about a potential spike in COVID-19 cases.
Thus far, the transition has gone
smoothly.
Residents have been following
the required precautions, including a wide uptake on the mandatory mask policy instituted by
regional council July 13.
The number of new cases
remains low and stable, but officials warn against letting down
our guard, advocating for physical distancing, face coverings
and hygiene measures. They also
advise you get tested if you start
to develop any symptoms or believe you’ve been in contact with
someone that has been carrying
the virus.
On Monday, for instance, the
region saw just six new cases
of the virus, down significantly
from mid-April, for instance,
when there were 74 cases in one
day. It’s clear the virus’ spread
is subsiding, albeit slowly, said
medical officer of health Dr.
Hsiu-Li Wang in a video briefing
July 21.
CORONAVIRUS | 04

Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis is getting a crash course in water issues. [DAMON MACLEAN]

NO TAX
EVENT!

Lead contamination remains a
problem in many parts of the
country, though it’s not an issue
in the Region of Waterloo.
While some of his colleagues
wrote an open letter calling for
Ottawa to invest $400 million to
address the public health crisis,
Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim
Louis says he wanted to look into
the issue before signing on.
The open letter came in response to media-led studies that
found high levels of lead in the
water supplies of 11 cities, from
Prince Rupert, B.C. to Montreal,
with the signatories noting levels
sometimes rival those of Flint,
Michigan, which is the “epicenter” of the lead-contamination
health crisis.
Louis notes he’s heard water-quality concerns expressed by
constituents, though lead isn’t an
identified issue in the region.
Nancy Kodousek, the region’s
director of water services, notes
the municipal side of the system
is largely devoid of lead pipes,
though individual homes may
still have such materials.
“In general, drinking water
leaving the Region of Waterloo’s
drinking-water treatment facilities and travelling through the
water transmission and distribu-

tion mains is lead-free. Drinking
water may come in contact with
lead in the service lines (the
water line on each property that
connects the home to the municipal water main) or in water fixtures such as taps in the home,”
she explained.
Louis stressed safe drinking water is a right. As a member of Parliament and a representative of the
region, Louis said he plans to reach
out and learn about the risks that
exist in the area and how testing
for safe water is conducted.
“It’s a shared responsibility between different levels of governments and all government levels
agree that we need to reduce the
exposure of lead.”
Louis praised the media-led
collaboration that exposed the
drinking water issues.
“This is why we need local journalism, because it’s stories like
these that that get my office to go
‘OK, let’s reach out’ – I’ve reached
out to Environment Canada and
Infrastructure Canada, looking for
the next steps and how we can [address the issue],” said Louis, adding he plans to reach out to mayors
in the riding and the regional chair
to inquire about the next steps forward in this nationwide battle.
Lead is no longer much of a
concern in municipal water systems in the region, though rural
WATER | 04
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20 B Arthur St N.
ELMIRA, ON
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www.realitybytescomputers.com
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FERGUS, ON
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Community Care Concepts
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live
Independently in Their Own Home
Meals on Wheels • Transportation
Day Programs • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes
FREE Short Term Home Support
For information, services or support
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900

|

1-855-664-1900
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

BURN BAN LIFTED
Creating community connections
starts and ends with our readers.
News tips are always welcome.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Given all the rain in the last week, the townships of
North Dumfries, Wellesley, Wilmot and Woolwich have
lifted the open-burn ban that came into effect July 4.
The municipalities note forecasts and conditions will
continue to be monitored, with updates posted as
necessary on should further bans be implemented.

Drayton Entertainment was celebrating the present
and making plans for the future on July 19, as the St.
Jacobs Coun¬try Playhouse was officially re-launched
after the completion of an ambitious four-year
construc¬tion project. The development, which ran
concurrent with the theatre’s recent seasons, saw
the build¬ing of a new tower to aid with flying stunts
for more elaborate productions, made possible by a
$534,000 contribution from the Building Canada fund.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

From the July 27, 2013 edition of The Observer
W E L L E S L E Y TOW N S H I P

Committee pushing
ahead with plans
for new rec. centre
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Much may be on hold
during the COVID-19 crisis,
but plans for building a new
rec. facility in Wellesley
continue apace.
It’s been a year since the
township deemed a leaky
roof at the Wellesley arena
made the building unsafe,
initially opting to close
it for the entire 2019-20
season. Ultimately, repairs
were made as a stopgap
measure, with the community rallying in favour of a
new, larger recreation centre in the village.
That effort was spearheaded by long-time
Wellesley resident Chris
Martin, who brought members of the community
together under the auspices
of the Wellesley Township
Recreation Centre Advisory Committee. The group
developed a wish list of
amenities that includes an
NHL-sized ice rink with
seating and standing room
for 1,000, eight change
rooms, space for the Wellesley Applejacks, a community hall, gym and youth
centre, as well as a number
of outdoor fields and trails.
A location was identified
on township parkland at
Queens Bush and Hutchison roads.
“Our community centre
is adequate but very old,
[the] one that’s existing
right now, so there are lots
of community needs that
aren’t being met. We can’t
run kids camp programs,
the YMCA can’t partner;
we were just struggling as a
town, and we’ve been quite

complacent – I guess the
user groups were content
with the inadequate, not
modern facilities, so I sort
of asked everyone to look
towards the future and not
to the past,” said Martin,
who is chair of the advisory
committee. “Our group basically became the community advocacy group for the
township, so I was working
very closely with township,
staff and the mayor.”
The new building is
estimated to cost $22-million, with all three levels of
government contributing
funds to help with the
construction. Martin says
the township applied for
an infrastructure grant last
year – something he says
came at a fortuitous time
– which would cover up to
70 per cent of the cost, with
the rest coming from the
township itself.
Martin says they are still
awaiting the decision by
the government on their
proposal, but they are
confident that the application will pass and the
funding will come. He says
if by some chance they do
not get the funding, the
township needs to prepare
to find a way to fund the
creation of the new centre,
as the repairs to the current
arena are short-term.
“We feel our project is
very, very worthy. So, it
sort of meets other criteria
and the township in the
meantime because the
arena – it’s been basically
on a short-term repair –
they need to do something
anyway. Whether or not we
get the infrastructure fundREC. CENTRE | 04

Titans coach remains optimistic
NBL action will resume
BY DAMON MACLEAN
damaclean@woolwichobserver.com

It’s the middle of summer, but Cavell Johnson’s
got his eye on December.
That’s when the National
Basketball League hopes to
resume play, allowing his
K-W Titans to return to the
court.
The Titans weren’t riding a great record (9-16)
when the season was cancelled due to the COVID-19
lockdown, but Cavell says
things were looking up,
with team chemistry drastically improved throughout the 2020 season and
play-offs within reach.
It’s been that kind of
season for Johnson, who’s
seen his share of changes,
ups and downs.
The head coach and general manager of the Titans
since 2018, the Virginia
native had become familiar
with the region as a player
prior to his retirement from
a career that took him from
Greece to China, and from
Finland to Hungary.
“I had history playing in
this league before I went
overseas, and when I was
in Greece, I decided to
leave. That was the Titans’
first year, and they were
just about to start training
camp and my agent got
me a job here. So, I played
in year-one; when I retired and I came back and
played two games during
year-two, halfway through
the season, and after those
two games I was offered the
head coaching job.”
Having experienced the
Titans from the ground
floor, Johnson has been
witness to the rise of the

JL’s Duke St
building centre

Cavell Johnson is the GM and coach of the K-W Titans.

team and the growth of the
NBL.
Playing overseas taught
Johnson many things
he puts in practice while
coaching.
“The language barrier
can be an issue at times.
Though the level of competition is definitely comparable, the style of coaching
can be different, because
there are certain coaches
from certain countries
have different philosophies
have different approaches

10” CARBIDE
SAW BLADE
COMBO PACK

[DAMON MACLEAN]

to the way that they teach
the game, to the way that
they teach team philosophies,” he said.
“Every country that I’ve
played in, I’ve loved it. I’ve
tried to immerse myself in
culture and immerse myself in the opportunity that
I’m in at that moment, at
that time, and I absolutely
loved it. I’ve loved and appreciated the opportunity
to play here in Canada, a
country that I’d never been
to as a kid growing up – I

never thought that I would
be here. I never thought
that I would fall in love
with this place and want it
to be my home.”
Johnson remains hopeful the 2021 season will run
as planned, but does not
want fans to get their hopes
up in the face of COVID-19.
The season would be the
NBL’s 10th year and the
Titans’ fifth.
“The plan is to move
ahead with our league,”
he said. “Obviously, we’re
still at the mercy of the
unknown of the coronavirus pandemic and how
each province responds
to return to play, but the
goal across the league, and
within our organization as
well, is to return at the end
of December again, when it
would be a regular season.”
At this point, there’s no
knowing for sure what kind
of rules and restrictions
will be in place by the end
of the year, whether social
distancing will remain in
effect and facial coverings still mandatory, said
Johnson, adding he hopes
fans will keep their level of
enthusiasm during the uncertain situation.
For now, Cavell plans to
spend some of the remainder of the summer training
kids.
“We will try to stay as
connected as we can into
our social media outlet. I’ll
be out training kids I’m going to get out and do some
driveway training classes
and some, some summer
camp-style training to stay
involved in our community. And I just hope that our
fans and our, our existing
fans and our new fans to
come” said Johnson.

PACK OF 2

SAVE

60%

No rainchecks. No online orders. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 • Text JL’s 226.979.1850



Was $99.99
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Pack

1350-992

Shophomehardware.ca
and choose JL’s as your home Store.

04 | C O MMUNIT Y NE WS

 WATER: Old
infrastructure
being replaced to
eliminate lead
FROM 01

communities with older
homes and running water
could be at a higher risk for
contamination, especially
since they’re no longer
subject to inspections – the
onus is on homeowners to
check for lead fittings and
replace them.
In Wellesley, the region
both supplies the water
and looks after the distribution system.
“Since 2011, the region-owned distribution
systems in the Township
of Wellesley qualified for
plumbing exempt status.
This exemption confirms
that sampling the internal plumbing of people’s
homes and businesses is
no longer a requirement.
The region is required to
test the distribution system hydrants and blowoffs for pH and alkalinity
twice per year and lead
every third year (2020) in
the distribution systems:
Wellesley, St. Clements,
Linwood and Heidelberg
(Wellesley side),” explained
Kodousek.
Woolwich gets its water
from the region, but owns
the distribution system,
including all of the underground pipes and sewers.
The township monitors
lead in drinking water,
with testing occuring every
six months as per the Ministry of the Environment’s
requirements.
The township also has
a policy of replacing older
water infrastructure as
part of road reconstruction
projects, a program that
has seen most of the old
lead services removed.
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Breslau apartment project
looks to Nov. 1 occupancy
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

A four-storey apartment
building adjacent to Breslau Mennonite Church is
at the construction stage
where applications are now
being taken for November 1
occupancy.
The building has been
named Joseph’s Place in
honour of Joseph Hagey,
an early pioneer in the area
with connections to the
church, which started the
project, selling a portion
of its land to Reid Heritage
Properties.
The project was brought
to council in 2018 with the
idea of providing housing for seniors, including
members of the church. It
met with much opposition
from neighbours, but was
ultimately approved by the
township.
“Originally, it was only
open to members of the
church, kind of giving
them that first opportunity
to call it home, and then
whatever was left [went
to] the rental market,”
said Adam Kitchener of
UNLIMITED Residential
Living, which is providing
property management services to the site.
He notes Reid’s Heritage
Properties worked closely
with the church and wider
community to ensure the
project was seen in a positive light.
“We wanted to show the
neighborhood what it was
all about, that this isn’t
just any other property.
We are building this with
longevity in mind, and it’s
something that town can

Joseph's Place is now under construction adjacent to Breslau Mennonite
Church, which started the project. [DAMON MACLEAN]

be proud of. Working with
the Mennonites, they can
[know] they’ve partnered
with a very strong local developer that has very good
attention to detail.”
The 78-unit building will
offer 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom
units, with rents starting at
$1,650. UNLIMITED touts
the building as offering a
high-caliber living environment for those looking
to be on the outskirts of
Kitchener and live in a
more rural environment.
A move-in date of November 1 has been set,
which could see a large
influx into the already
growing neighbourhood,
Kitchener said.
“You’re living in a small
town – it’s easy living,
it’s worry-free living, but
it’s not out in the middle
of nowhere, you’re still
accessible to... Kitchener
Waterloo, you’re literally
around the corner from the

airport. So, it’s got all of the
advantages of living in a
large town, but you’re getting the benefits of living
in a small town. So, it’s really the best of both worlds,
when you think about it,”
he enthused.
Breslau Mennonite
Church’s parking lot is
currently filled with construction vehicles, a juxtaposition to the once quiet
nature of the area, said pastor Eleanor Epp-Stobbe.
“The church has had
a vision to support older adults that want to
continue to live in their
community. That has been
something we’ve been
committed to for a couple
of decades. We are hopeful
that Joseph’s Place will
support that vision,” she
said, noting the positive
relationship between the
church and the apartment
project.

 CORONAVIRUS: Officials are watching for spikes as stage 3 rolls out
FROM 01

At midweek, there were
just 53 active cases of
COVID-19 in the region.
There have been 119 fatalities. Since the virus first
surfaced here, there have
been 1,368 cases, of which
1,196 have been resolved
(87 per cent). While testing numbers increase, the
rate of positive results has
fallen to 2.9 per cent, down
from a height of about seven per cent.
There’s no reason to
be complacent, however,
Wang warns.
“We all have a role to
play in helping our community move forward in
stage 3 and beyond. What
comes next depends on the
actions of each and every
one of us. We have seen
what can happen when citizens stop adhering to public health practices, not

Family raising funds to get
young woman a service dog
to help with seizures

only south of the border,
but also in other places in
Canada, such as in BC and
Alberta, where infection
rates have started to rise
again after a period of low
rates. As we begin stage
3, we must not let up our
guard. We must not take
for granted what we have
been able to gain through
our collective efforts. Let’s
continue to protect each
other,” she said.
The region’s mask bylaw
was adopted in advance of
the stage 3 plan, which allows a wider range of businesses to open and activities to resume. Anecdotal
evidence shows there was
widespread compliance
during the first week.
With the new requirements, regional Chair
Karen Redman called on
residents to be understanding of the new rules,

noting not everyone is in a
financial position to afford
masks.
“For residents in need of
a free masks, we know that
most local social service
agencies are providing
them to clients at no cost.
Free fabric masks are also
available from Grand River
Transit, Cambridge Memorial Hospital, emergency
shelters and welcome
spaces in regional buildings. Our local United Way
Waterloo is collecting donations and organizing the
distribution of free masks
to citizens who can’t afford
one. If you can donate
masks, please contact the
United Way.”
In neighbouring Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph,
the numbers continue
to remain lower, as they
have throughout the crisis.
Public Health there made

masks mandatory in midJune.
The area reports 21
active cases, 514 cases to
date. Of those, 455 have
been resolved showing a
recovery rate of 88.7 per
cent. There have been 37
deaths in the catchment
area.
The Ministry of Health
reported 38,107 cases of
the novel coronavirus in
Ontario on Wednesday.
There have been 2,753
deaths attributed to the
virus, representing a mortality rate of 7.3 per cent.
The ministry reports 33,812
cases (88.7 per cent) have
been resolved.
The latest numbers
from Health Canada show
111,697 confirmed cases
of COVID-19 nationwide,
with 8,862 related deaths,
a mortality rate of 7.9 per
cent.

For many years Amanda Burrows had been
experiencing seizures
on occasion. In 2017 the
seizures got worse – she
would suffer from grand
mal seizures and multiple
absence seizures each day
– to the point where the
now 20-year-old Kitchener woman was spending
much of her time in and
out of hospitals.
During that time, doctors said she should get a
service dog and her mother
and sister immediately began looking for a way to get
her that new companion.
After raising about $2,000
they paid for the remainder
of the $20,000 dog out of
their savings. Burrows got
to know the dog as it was
trained to help her in her everyday life dealing with the
seizures. However, in early
2020 the two-year-old pup
was deemed unfit to work
as a service dog and had to
retire for health reasons.
“We were really disappointed, but more so
because Amanda had been
training with that dog for
two years. She grew to
love him, and they were
companions. They worked
really well together but because of his health issues,
it just wasn’t going to work,
so it was really disappointing to lose out on him.
But we knew we’d have to
figure something out, so
that’s where we [currently]
sit,” said Sharlene Mohlman, Burrows’ sister.
Mohlman says she tried
her best to get the dog replaced but she could not
get a new one from the
organization they worked
with, nor was their money refunded either. She
reached out to other organizations that work and
train with service dogs, but
says Burrows’ condition is
an outlier and does not fit
within the parameters set

out to receive a dog.
Now the family is working to raise funds to purchase a new dog that will
be coming to help within
the next few months from
Doug Chivas and his organization Working Paws.
Mohlman said she is extremely grateful to Chivas
for bumping Burrows up
on the list after hearing
what had happened and is
allowing her to start training with the dog this fall.
They will also not have to
pay the full price up front
like they did in the past,
instead having two years to
cover the cost.
So far, they have raised
$1,000 through a bottle
drive that was started
over the last few months.
To help them inch closer
towards their new goal of
about $19,000 the family
will be hosting a silent auction on August 8 at 54 Williamsburg Rd, Kitchener.
Mohlman says they have
received many donations
from local businesses,
including a 55-inch television and a bench made
by a local welder. She says
the Crumby Cookie Dough
Company will also be at the
event selling cookie dough
for both humans and dogs.
Silent auction sheets will
be up for certain items,
with others items being
won in a raffle-ticket style.
Because of this experience Mohlman says she
now has the urge towards
some form of advocacy,
so others like her sister
do not have to go through
this kind of problem in the
future. She has contacted
local government officials
and hopes in the future to
see these things changed
so no one in need of a service dog has to go without.
The auction will run
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
August 8.
To make a donation to
the auction or to the cause
email Mohlman at sharlenemohlman@gmail.com.

 REC. CENTRE: Planning underway
FROM 03

ing, they need to start to
prepare. … Nobody knows
what would take place if we
didn’t get the funding, so
we build what we’ve proposed or we build just one
portion of it with the phases
over many, many years,”
added Martin.
Kitchener-Conestoga MP
Tim Louis supports the creation of the new recreation
centre in the township, and
hopes it moves ahead in the
near future.

“I’ve also passed on that
information to the Ministry of infrastructure and
hoping that I can advocate
for the project. I think it
would be a great addition to
the community and there
would be a great gathering
place that’s got multi uses.
Right now, the decision falls
under the provincial jurisdiction. But as they get the
green light to that project,
I’m ready to back it and put
whatever advocacy I can to
support it,” said Louis.
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Waterloo org running pilot survey to get feedback from youth
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

If you are under the age of
18, the Children and Youth
Planning Table of Waterloo
Region (CYPT) wants to
hear from you.
Because so many decisions are made for youth
without their involvement,
CYPT and their partners
want to hear from them
directly to get a better understanding of how they
are really doing. Those between the ages of nine and
18 are being asked to give
feedback on things important to their lives. Topics
in the survey cover things

such as how youth are feeling, what they are doing in
their free time, and their
thoughts on their school
and the community.
The first survey of its
kind in the country, this
has been in the works for
some time. Groups such as
UNICEF Canada, the Ontario Trillium Foundation
and the Canadian Index of
Wellbeing at the University
of Waterloo have partnered
with the CYPT to get the
survey off the ground.
They first started about
six months ago by working
within Waterloo Region
asking youth for their input
to put the survey together.

Now, they are hoping for
up to 300 participants to
share their experience so
they can shape the future
for youth in the region.
“Essentially it’s a way to
collect data and get the big
picture on what is the youth
experience in the region.
It’s really exciting because
this is the first of its kind in
Canada, and this is an opportunity for you to directly
provide input on future
programming that’s going
to occur in the Waterloo Region,” said Meena Waseem,
a member of the Smart Cities Innovation Council.
“We’ve never had something like this where youth

input is a direct way to
make decisions on a central, mass scale. In the past,
you might have organizations hosting working
groups or workshops or
collecting information
through emails, but there’s
never been such a mass effort put into a survey, even
for some background.”
The survey not only offers youth a chance to have
their voices and opinions
heard, but also gives them
volunteer hours for their
participation. Those who
complete the survey will
receive one volunteer hour
along with a chance to
win a prize. There is also

a feedback form that can
be completed which will
award participants an additional volunteer hour and
10 more chances to win a
prize. In total the process
will take about 35 minutes.
While this is currently
in a pilot phase here in the
region, Alison Pearson,
manager of community
engagement and planning
with CYPT says other regions already want this tool
for use across the province.
“There are other communities that understand and
know this pilot work is happening and they’re already
putting up their hands to
say, ‘when can we get our

hands on this tool we want
to use it in our community
also.’ So, as we think ahead
to a next phase where it’s
not just our community
– as others are ready to
implement it – I think there
will be a high degree of eagerness in other parts of the
province, for sure, and then
throughout Canada, to have
the chance to hear directly
from young people who you
know are the experts on
their lives,” said Pearson.
The Youth Impact
Survey will run until August 7. To take part in the
survey visit childrenandyouthplanningtable.ca/
youth-impact-survey.

POLICE REPORT

Regional police go green with launch
of hybrid vehicle pilot project
The Waterloo Regional Police Service is set to launch
its first hybrid cruisers as it
moves towards green technologies.
WRPS purchased eight
2020 Ford police interceptor utility hybrid vehicles
as part of a pilot project.
“Our investment in hybrid
cruisers will not only benefit
our environment, but will
have a valuable impact on
cost savings,” said Chief
Bryan Larkin in a release.
“Hybrid vehicle technology will allow us to reduce
idling time and, in tandem

JULY 14
■ 5:10 PM | Police received
a report of property damage
at a Woolwich Street, Breslau
location. The complainant advised that the passenger-side
windows on their minivan
were damaged at some point.
No suspect information was
obtained.

JULY 15
■ 11:28 PM | Waterloo
Regional Police responded to
the area of Berlett’s Road in
Wilmot Township for reports
of gunshots. The complainant
reported hearing several
shots in succession. Officers
checked the area and were
unable to confirm the origin
of the sounds. Anyone with
information is encouraged
to contact police at 519-5709777.

JULY 16
■ 8:21 AM | Police responded
to the area of Green Warbler
Crescent and Whippoorwill
Drive in Elmira for a single-vehicle collision. The driver of
a black GMC pickup truck
was travelling east on Whippoorwill Drive when it struck
a deer. The driver sustained
minor injuries.

with the launch of our new
idling policy, we aim to reduce idling by our members
across the service using gas
powered vehicles.”
So far, three of the hybrid cruisers have been
deployed to Central, North
and South divisions.
The hybrid cruisers are
estimated to save approximately $4,000 per year in
fuel costs.
The new hybrid cruisers
and idling policy are just
some of the initiatives being reviewed by the WRPS
Green Team.

■ 12:12 PM | The Waterloo
Regional Police Service
responded to a three-vehicle
collision on Arthur Street
South, near Industrial Drive in
Elmira. An SUV and a transport
truck collided with a minivan.
The occupants of the SUV
and transport truck were not
injured. The driver of the minivan, a 46-year-old Kitchener
woman, was airlifted to an
out-of-region hospital with
serious injuries. Five children,
all under the age of 16, were
transported to a local hospital
for medical assessments. The
investigation remains ongoing
and charges are pending. Any
witnesses are asked to call
police at 519-570-9777, ext.
8856 or Crime Stoppers at
1-800-222-8477.
■ 1:30 PM | Members of
the Wellington County OPP
Community Street Crime
Unit (CSCU), Grey-Bruce
CSCU, the West Region
Emergency Response Team
(ERT) and uniform officers
executed a Controlled Drugs
and Substances Act (CDSA)
search warrant at an address
on Wellington Road 32 near
Highway 7 in Guelph/Eramosa
Township. During the execution of the search warrant,
a clandestine synthetic drug
laboratory was discovered

collision. The driver of a white
Mazda was travelling north on
New Jerusalem Road when
they lost control in efforts to
avoid a road-closed sign. The
vehicle left the roadway and
struck a fence. No injuries
were reported.
■ 3:33 PM | Waterloo
Regional Police received a
theft report. The complainant
advised that his bike was stolen from a bike rack located on
Industrial Drive in Elmira. The
investigation is ongoing.

Emergency crews responded to Line 86 near Elmira July 17 when a driver lost control of their vehicle and left the roadway, ending up in a cornfield. The driver was charged with careless driving.
[DAMON MACLEAN]

within the residence. As a
result of the search warrant,
a quantity of illicit drugs in
various stages of completeness including a bulk amount
of finished product, trafficking
materials and four firearms
were seized. Stolen property
was also located during the
search. A 50-year-old Guelph/
Eramosa man faces numerous
charges, including ‘produce a
controlled substance – methamphetamine,’ ‘possession of
property obtained by a crime’
and three counts of ‘careless
storage of a firearm.’ He was
held for a bail hearing.

JULY 17
■ 1:27 PM | Police responded
to Line 86 in Woolwich Township for a report of a single-vehicle collision. The driver of a
black Toyota was travelling
west on Line 86 when they
lost control and the vehicle
left the roadway, entered a
ditch and rolled onto its side.
The driver was charged with
‘careless driving.’
■ 3:15 PM | Waterloo
Regional Police received a
theft report from a resident
of Second Street, Elmira. The
complainant advised that their
bike was stolen approximately
two weeks prior. No suspect

information was obtained.
■ 8:53 PM | Police responded to the area of Woolwich and
Fountain streets in Breslau for
reports of an assault. A group
of individuals were gathered
near the quarry when a
physical altercation ensued
between two males. One
male sustained injuries. As a
result of the investigation, a
22-year-old man was charged
with ‘assault with a weapon,’
‘mischief under $5000,’ and
‘breach of probation.’

JULY 20
■ 9:21 AM | Waterloo Regional Police responded to the
area of New Jerusalem Road in
Woolwich for a single-vehicle

■ 10:46 PM | The driver of
a minivan was travelling on
Manser Road in Wellesley
Township when they struck
a deer. No injuries were
reported.
■ 11:09 PM | A single-vehicle
collision brought regional
police to Hutchison Road and
Lobsinger Line in Crosshill.
The driver of a truck was
travelling on Hutchison Road
when they struck a deer. No
injuries were sustained.

■ 10:48 PM | A single-vehicle
collision brought police to South
Field Drive in Elmira. The driver
of grey GMC pickup truck was
travelling on South Field Drive
when their vehicle left the
roadway and struck two hydro
poles. As a result of the collision,
one of the hydro poles caught
on fire. The driver was charged
with ‘careless driving.’

FEATURE ITEM:

BONELESS PORK

SHOULDER ROAST
CHUB SUMMER SAUSAGE

3.29

$

17.99 ea.

$

/lb

Reg.$3.99 /lb

Reg.$22.00 ea.

JULY 18
■ 1:30 PM | Waterloo
Regional Police responded
to a protest at a mink farm in
the area of Berlett’s Road in
Wilmot Township.
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“The evidence from other jurisdictions is that the reopening of bars carries significant risk. When people
consume alcohol, inhibitions are lowered, making
them much less likely to practise physical distancing,
proper masking behaviours and good hand hygiene.
Indoor locations with decreased air ventilation
present a particularly high risk of transmission.”

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/letters

OMA president Dr. Samantha Hill on the advisability of reopening bars in stage 3.

Keep the conversation alive on topics
of relevance to the community; write
a letter to the Editor.

Some 95% of long-term care homes are short
staffed and 53% of those report that there
are shortages every day; 63% say staffing
levels are worse than before COVID-19 hit
and 28% indicate staffing levels are the same.
Ontario Health Coalition survey
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We're reading more just now, but we could do better
to read them thanks to computers, tablets, e-readers and even
cell phones. But fewer of us are
actually picking one up, paper
version or otherwise. That’s
especially true of young people,
who’ve also had more free time
on their hands, as school’s been
out for months.
Today’s numbers are up, but
the trend in reading has been
decidedly downward. Beyond
the risk to writers and publishers, there are longer-term
implications for literacy skills,
job prospects and even our very
democracy given we live in an
information age.
Research indicates that there
are positive effects when young
children read and explore books
for pleasure, as such activities help build the skills and
knowledge that are critical to
schooling. Reading for pleasure

eading is one of those
activities associated with
summer, as we’re supposed to have more leisure time
to catch up on those books we’ve
been meaning to tackle.
This year is an anomaly, however, as many of us have had
considerable downtime since
mid-March, the lockdown not
only providing involuntary time
off but also cutting off many of
the activities we might opt for
while not at work.
It makes sense, then, that
we’re reading more and some
sources are seeing increased
sales of books. A Booknet Canada survey, for instance, found
58 per cent of respondents are
reading more, while 39 per cent
are reading the same amount as
before the COVID-19 lockdown.
We have more books to read
than ever before, and more ways
G LO B A L O U T LO O K

I

is facilitated when children have
greater access to books. Early
exposure, good access and adult
support are positive motivators
of children’s success with literacy skills.
Conversely, limited exposure
and experience with books
decreases literacy success for
students. Studies show the more
exposure to print materials, the
higher the success rate.
We may know this, but with
so many electronic distractions
available to kids, it’s hardly surprising that books have fallen
by the wayside in some cases. If
that’s the case, encouraging kids
to take up any kind of reading
is a plus – best not to get too
fussy about the content. Some
parents object to the likes of
comic books, graphic novels and
pulp fiction on the grounds that
there are better books out there.

Perhaps, but a great work of literature gathering dust on a shelf
does a child no good. Better he or
she discovers the joys of reading
from any source than not at all.
The simplest way to make sure
that we raise literate children
is to teach them to read, and to
show them that reading is a pleasurable activity. And that means,
at its simplest, finding books
that they enjoy, giving them access to those books, and letting
them read them.
Reading – exploring new
ideas, concepts and even new
worlds – is the pre-eminent way
to foster literacy, not only in
words but in understanding the
world around us. Any kind of
book or other written material
that sends us down that road is a
good thing.
Literacy is a strong determinant of future success. Given the

changing job market and the increasing demands on employees
in an information age, we need
better skills. Still a shocking 42
per cent of Canadians between
the ages of 16 and 65 have low
literacy skills. Fewer than 20 per
cent of people with the lowest
literacy skills are employed,
but impoverished adults often
do not have the literacy skills
required to get into job training programs. They may need
literacy skills upgrading before
they can succeed in training programs, but only about five to 10
per cent of eligible adults enroll
in programs.
Clearly, the best time to instil
reading and comprehension
skills is at a young age. That’s
where programs that encourage
reading come into play. Right
now, we’ve got some extra time,
and we should use it wisely.

T H E V I E W F R O M H E R E | S C OT T A R N O L D

Waiting for a less
crowded planet

f you wanted evidence
that reasonably competent government
– not great, not corruption-free, just not awful
– produces good results in
the end, here it is.
Back in 1971, when the
two countries split apart,
Bangladesh had 65 million
people and Pakistan had
60 million. By the end of
this century, Bangladesh
will have around 80 million people – and Pakistan
will have 250 million.
Bangladesh is usually seen as a seriously
over-populated country,
and it still is today: 160
million people. But its
birth-rate is dropping so
fast that its population
will halve by 2100, leaving
it with no more people
per square kilometre of

GWYNNE DYER
GLOBAL AFFAIRS

farmland than the United
Kingdom.
It has achieved this
mainly by educating its
girls and young women
and making contraception
easily available. That’s
what’s driving the global
numbers down, too. The
latest population predictions, published last week
in the British medical journal The Lancet, forecast a
global population in 2100
of only 8.8 billion.
That’s just one billion
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Walkable communities require structural
changes, not superficial misses

nder normal circumstances, Woolwich’s
closure of a part of Mill
Street to create a patio space
would make little sense. But
these are normal times, so a
temporary move to help Elmira
restaurants is worth a shot – the
coronavirus pandemic has hit
the hospitality industry particularly hard.
As with last year’s decision
to close off a laneway beside
the Kitchen Kuttings Café, how
much use that space will get remains to be seen.
Neither spot is ideal, of course.
There’s nothing inviting about
the locations, with little in the
way of shelter, no views and a
steady stream of traffic on Arthur
Street. No matter how hard you
squint, there’s no mistaking those
spots for a welcoming piazza.
That’s not the goal in a shortterm workaround to maintain
social distancing and helping
businesses get back on track. But
it does give rise to a discussion
about why it is we’ve failed so
miserably at creating inviting
public spaces.
That failure – one not unique
to this region – is not for lack
of trying. As with other areas,
local governments have spent
considerable amounts of time
and money attempting to create
what are today called livable
cities: denser, pedestrian- and
cyclist-friendly communities
theoretically emulating those
tourists – and government planners – have fallen in love with for
years when visiting Europe.
The ideal of so-called compact
communities such as those in
Europe see higher densities and
people living within an easy walk
or bike ride of most of the amenities of daily life. Because most
communities developed before
the advent of the automobile,
they’re very much people-centric as opposed to the car-centered towns and cities of North
America.
People actually do walk and
cycle as a means of transportation, not just recreation. Public
transit is convenient and well
used. In short, the antithesis of
how we do things here.

Building light rail transit does
mean people will use – they
don’t – nor that the sole remaining talking point of intensification along the transit corridor
will bring beautiful architecture
that encourages outdoor living
– it hasn’t, doesn’t and won’t.
Likewise, spending millions on
makeshift bicycle lanes won’t
– and hasn’t – encouraged thousands of people to cycle instead
of commuting by car (note to
public officials: recreation is not
transportation).
While cycling lanes are a
non-starter in the townships, a
place like Elmira could stand to
see some life injected into the
core, with amenities to draw in
people living within walking
distance, including tree- and
shop-lined public squares. Many
studies have found that to be
the case, the problem remains
finding private investors willing
to spend money in the core to
an extent that public money
follows.
In the region’s cities, massive

STEVE KANNON
EDITOR'S MUSINGS

amounts of public money have
been spent with little to show for
it, a case of building a cart with
no horse in sight.
Not that that goal isn’t admirable, of course.
Who wouldn’t like a vibrant
cultural scene, with great entertainment options and a real
nightlife in the vein of, say, Montreal or Vancouver? Without,
of course, the congestion and
demographic nightmares of Toronto and its ilk. Curbing growth,
however, is not on the menu.
With walking and cycling, who
isn’t captivated by the street life
of European centres? It’s great
to see people going about their
daily business under their own

steam. Along with cars tucked
into anything resembling a parking spot, bicycles and scooters
can be found in uncountable
numbers. On a single stroll,
you’ll likely see more bicycles,
parked or in transit, than you’ll
see in a lifetime here – make that
10 lifetimes.
We lack the beautiful old architecture, public spaces and
way of life, but we take a stab
at it … without recognizing the
cultural differences and the fact
that the lack of beautiful buildings, attractive public spaces and
European way of life dooms the
trappings to failure.
As for transit, it’s fast and convenient – and sometimes even
inexpensive – in other parts of
the world. Why not here? Never
mind the geographical distances,
car culture and premium placed
on our time ... we’ll plow ahead
in a small, makeshift way, spending much in return for little.
In all the talk of more human-scale communities, there’s
no mention of aesthetics. For

L E F C O U RT L A N D | JAC K L E F C O U R T

me, that’s the make-it-or-breakit part of the equation: our ugly
built environments foster neither pride of place nor a desire to
be out on foot, interacting with
the place where we live something to enjoy in its own right.
It’s going to take a monumental
effort at creating something better to get us out of the suburban
model: Shifting from our box of
a house to our box of a car to the
box where we shop and the box
where we work. The insides may
be nice and comfortable, as we
shut out the world and the others
who happen to live in the same
town, but the shared spaces are
not conducive to creating the
kind of community envisioned
by proponents of a livable city.
For decades now, we’ve had
a model of suburban sprawl –
low-density living that relies on
roads to connect our homes to
shops and workplaces. In the
region, it’s pretty difficult to get
around without a car. The transit
system is not particularly robust,
especially outside of the main
transit corridors, which means
pretty much the bulk of the area.
The townships are beyond the
pale. The LRT changes that not
one iota.
Living in a large suburb, kilometres away from a mall or massive power centre, we naturally
get in our cars to get there. And,
when it comes to work, many of
us have commute great distances. Changing that reality could
take decades, even if we opt to
do so. That would mean turning
a 15-minute jaunt in the car into
an hour or two on transit. And
then there’s the part of standing
around, perhaps in poor weather, before having to share your
space with others.
We’ll walk more and cycle
more when there are places to
walk and cycle to. This means
undoing decades of poor planning, mixing residential with
commercial, and creating a built
environment that isn’t 90 per
cent ugly. Only then will true
public squares evolve that draw
people in. At that point, the
planning ideals will amount to
something more than wishful
thinking.

T H E G R E AT O U T D O O R S

W

hen anglers
these days talk
about fishing,
they mention jigs, spinnerbaits, crankbaits, soft
plastics, poppers and the
like, but very few mention
the lowly worm. The worm
is angling’s dirty – and I
mean this literally – little
secret.
What is particularly
bothersome about the
worm and why most anglers negate to give it credit

Finding it in me to praise the lowly worm
is this. They work too well.
If you doubt that, fish
using your favourite lure
beside a kid or a totally
novice angler with a red
and white bobber with a
worm dangling beneath it,
if you dare.
Yes, when it comes to
angling, a worm is practically foolproof. Any fish
that swims will eat it.
That means if you catch
a nice fish on a worm, most
times the worm gets all the

credit. And, with angling
egos being what they are,
this is an almost insurmountable problem.
Anglers tried to get
around this issue in the
early days of worm angling
by rebranding them as
nightcrawlers.
Of course, they weren’t
fooling anyone – although it was better than
saying, “Don’t worry, I’ve
got worms!” in a public
place.

STEVE GALEA
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

The term nightcrawlers
did take hold but it did
not reduce the great embarrassment associated
with letting a worm catch

a fish for you. Because of
that, and probably because
he found them icky, one
enterprising angler decided to try something else,
and, in doing so, created a
technological wonder that
forever changed the course
of human history.
He called it the rubber
worm.
By elevating the form
of the lowly worm into
a lifelike object made of
rubber, which could be

produced in a plethora of
colours, flavour and sizes,
techniques used by worm
anglers – which all previously fell under the title of
dunking – could now be
given a host of names that
made it look like more skill
was involved.
Indeed, the angler could
now honestly say that his
decision to Texas Rig a
pink worm was what made
all the difference. And, if
GALEA | 08

TH E O BS E RV E R | THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2020

08 | C O M M E NT & OP INION

 DYER: With time, growth rates will see to it that today's overcrowding is no longer an issue, providing breathing room
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more than now. True, we
will reach a peak in about
40 years’ time of 9.7 billion, but by century’s end
we will be sliding down
the other side of the population mountain quite fast.
These are ‘surprise-free’
predictions, of course, and
the future always brings
surprises: wars, pandemics, a new religion or ideology. The forecasts don’t
even factor in the impact
of foreseeable calamities
like climate change. Nevertheless, these numbers
are not just fictions, and
they really are good news.
The numbers come from
the Institute for Health
Metrics and Evaluation of
the University of Washington, and they predict an
end-of-century world pop-

ulation that is two billion
lower than the UN Population Division’s forecast last
year of almost 11 billion
people. As they say: a billion here, a billion there,
and pretty soon you’re
talking real numbers.
Even better, the assumption is that the global
population will continue
to go down after that.
Give it another century
of gentle decline, and we
could hope for a global
population of four or five
billion by 2200, which
would make the task of
dealing with the long-term
impacts of climate change
a lot easier. Meanwhile,
there are three other big
things going on right now.
The first is that more
than two dozen countries
will lose around half their

population by the end of
this century, including all
the countries of East Asia
(China, Korea, Japan and
Taiwan) and most of the
countries of central, eastern and southern Europe
(e.g. Italy, Poland, Spain
and Greece).
Some will fall even further: Bulgaria from seven
million to 2.6 million,
Latvia from two million
to less than half a million.
Russia, however, will drop
only from 145 million to
105 million.
The problem for all of
these countries will be a
huge overhang of elderly
people as the younger
population shrinks. The
‘population pyramid’ will
be stood on its point, more
or less, with each person
in the working population

having to support at least
one retired person (unless
retirement ages are raised
radically, as they may well
be).
The second group are
countries, almost all in
Africa or the Middle East,
where population growth
is still out of control.
These are the only regions
where some countries will
triple their populations
(e.g. Israel and Angola), or
quadruple them (Afghanistan and Nigeria).
Many countries in this
category have more modest growth rates, but if just
these two regions were
excluded from the count,
the population of the rest
of the world in 2100 would
be lower than it is today.
And finally comes the
oddest group: the coun-

tries where birth rates are
already far below replacement level, but the populations will hold steady
or even grow somewhat
by the end of the century.
They include not only the
rich countries of Western
Europe, North America
and Australasia, but also
many of the Latin American republics.
What’s their secret? Immigration. They almost
all have a well established
tradition of accepting
immigrants from other
continents and cultures,
and they’re prosperous
enough to be attractive to
immigrants.
So Sweden, Norway,
France and the United
Kingdom will each add
a few million people by
2100. Canada, Australia

and the USA will each add
around ten million (and
New Zealand gets an extra
million). The rest, apart
from Germany and the
Netherlands, will attract at
least enough newcomers
to plug the holes left by
their very low birth rates.
This may seem unfair,
but it gets worse. When
the researchers factored
predicted economic
growth into the study,
the 10 countries with the
biggest GDP 80 years from
now were, in order: the
U.S., China, India, Japan,
Germany, France, UK,
Australia, Nigeria and
Canada.
Six of those ten countries use English as their
primary national language. To them that hath
shall it be given.

 GALEA: A worm by any other name ... is better than admitting you're fishing with something as simple as a worm
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he said it outside of a group
of non-anglers, people paid
attention too.
Perhaps no one was
happier about this than
the worms themselves. For
now, aside from marauding
robins and woodcocks,

they had nothing to worry
about.
Despite this, anglers still
cannot resist using the lowly worm. Most often, they
use it in the way men have
used lowly worms since
time immemorial – as an
enhancement.

There is nothing that
will make a $12 lure work
better than the addition
of 20 cents worth of nightcrawler. I have known
anglers who enhanced
rubber worms with real
ones too.
The point here is that we

as anglers, for some reason,
keep looking a gift horse in
the mouth. Which is, like
anyone I take fishing, horribly misguided.
That is because we do
not know enough to appreciate the simple things that
work. If we did, we would

still be using goats to mow
own lawns.
Personally, I think it
would be best if we just
rejoiced about our worms.
For, if you think about it,
using worms was a major
step up from eating them.
Of course, this is easy for

me to say as a die-hard fly
angler. For I neither use
worms nor nightcrawlers
when I set out in noble pursuit of a fish.
On occasion, I will enhanced my fly with what
we refer to as the garden
hackle, however.

R E G I O N O F WAT E R LO O | N E W S

Region appoints Wang as full-time medical officer of health
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

The face of the public
health response to the
coronavirus in Waterloo
Region, Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang
has been the acting medical officer of health for
the past three years. Now,
regional council wants to
drop the “acting” part.
The region last week
named her commissioner
of public health and emergency services, indicating
it would be applying to the
Ministry of Health to have
her appointed as the permanent medical officer of
health.
Wang was born in Taiwan and immigrated to
Canada when she was five
years old, growing up in
the province of Quebec,
where she did her formal
education and medical
schooling. Bilingual, Wang
attended medical school in
Quebec City. She joined the
region in 2004 as associate
medical officer of health.
What attracted Wang to

the world of medicine was
the desire to contribute.
However, a specific intrigue prompted her into
the public health sector.
“Public health often
looks at measures to help
prevent disease from
occurring or to try to mitigate further disease. And
I do like working on the
prevention side… there are
other physicians that are
very talented and capable
[of] treating patients and
taking care of them when
they’re ill, and obviously
we need them very much,
but I liked working on the
on the prevention side,
and public health does
do a lot of prevention,”
she said of her role in the
region.
Wang also enjoys the
collaborative aspects of her
career. “I also liked working with others. In public
health [it] is a profession
where you do have to work
a lot with other people,
because it’s necessary in
order to put in place public
health interventions that

Regional council has made Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang the permanent medical officer of health.

are effective, you need to
work with other health care
partners often.”
Her career path eventually brought her to this part
of the country.
“I found that Waterloo
Region was really one of
the nicest communities
I’ve ever been in. And the
more that I am in Waterloo
Region, the more I become
attached to it. It is a special
place because the people
here are very special.”
During the peak of the

COVID-19 pandemic,
Wang described her daily
workflow as “challenging”
and even went as far as to
say it was “relentless at
times.”
“I know other people
have found it really hard
because they’ve had their
lives disrupted by the societal measures that we’ve
had to put in place and
people have had to [endure] sacrifices, because of
those measures… I was just
going day by day, trying to

Visit us online for a new and improved experience
 Optimized performance (serious speed upgrade)
 Modern design • Night Mode • Listen to article
 Simple Social Media sharing • Weekly Newsletter
& more features coming in our roadmap. Stay tuned!
SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER THE WEEKLY TODAY.

SUBMITTED

do the best that I could,”
she explained.
When Wang isn’t addressing press conferences
and connecting with other
sectors in her position, she
is an introvert that enjoys
drives, reading and film.
Her latest favourite show is
Star Wars’ The Mandalorian, seeing as she is a large
“sci-fi geek.”
When she can catch a
break, Wang has plans to
explore the wider area.
“I’m a fairly quiet per-

son. I do love travelling,
so I travelled a lot before
COVID,” she said, noting
she’s looking forward to
getting to know other parts
of Ontario. “That’s the kind
of vacations that I’ll be
doing in the near- to midterm – just driving around
Ontario.”
For now, she’s busy with
the pandemic and moving
into her new title.
“I would like to try to
build on the good work
that’s been done in our
public health departments,
and then the paramedic
services ... and work to
make those services even
stronger and more resilient
for the future.”
Wang’s appointment
was welcomed by regional
Chair Karen Redman, who
said she is pleased with
the decision. “Hsiu-Li is
well-known and highly
respected in this community and she has done an
exceptional job safeguarding the health of residents
during the COVID-19 pandemic.”

Intensley Local. Fiercely Independent.

Connecting Our Communities.
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FRONTLINE THANKS

Your local hub for our creative
communities. Let us know when
inspiration strikes.

The Art Gallery of Ontario (AGO) has extended
an artful thank you to frontline workers in
hospitals, grocery stores and on public transit,
extending them an invitation to sign up for a free
AGO annual pass, an offer open until Aug. 16.
www.ago.ca

SOMETHING FUNNY
Kitchener native Rob Bebenek is set to release his
debut comedy album Aug. 28 , across all digital
platforms. Bebenek uses his straight-forward flow of
anecdotal humour to share his frantic bewilderment
on everything from the pattern of highway signs in
Nova Scotia, planned obsolescence, and the impressive audacity of senior citizens.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

STAY I N G O N T R AC K

Circus arts brought to your backyard

Circus arts performer, Jesse Garth Reimer-Watts, is bringing circus arts skills education to your backyard this summer
BY SEAN HEEGER
Sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

The coronavirus pandemic has made summer
activities pretty scarce for
kids. Getting together for
the usual summer camps
alongside other programming that would normally
entertain kids – while
giving parents a break and
a place to send the young
ones – is currently off the
table. Virtual programming
being offered does serve up
a small respite to the mundane new normal that has
encapsulated everyday life,
but it is just not on par with
the usual outlets.
To add a little something
special into the mix, Kitchener-based Jesse Garth
Reimer-Watts is offering
to take his expertise in circus arts education to your
backyard, giving kids the
chance to learn a fun new
hobby – and parents some
much needed downtime.
Coming to your home
while following all social
distancing protocols, Reimer-Watts will bring his
circus kit and teach skills
to eager young students.
Before the pandemic hit,
Reimer-Watts was on track
to owning the Ninja Warrior Factory in Kitchener,
however, it was forced to
close and set him adrift.
He began looking for ways
to continue to pursue his
goal of reaching as many
people as possible through
his work and eventually
came upon an idea that
led him down this current
avenue. He did not want to
fall off the deep end after
losing his former job and
came up with this new idea
after reaching out to some

Jesse Garth Reimer-Watts is finding novel ways to keep performing and sharing the circus arts he's learned over the years.

former students.
“I just got in touch with
some old students that
we had a good rapport
[with] and everything and
I offered to show up in
their backyard to follow all
the COVID protocols and
everything but to keep it
going, and some of them
took me up on the offer,”
said Reimer-Watts.“I’ve just
been doing it kind of casual
just to keep my myself and

FREE
Email your ads to:

ads@woolwichobserver.com

some people just in more
of a steady routine in life.
I really want to help the
world in a general sense, be
a better place to live, more
compassionate, and understanding and creative and
all sorts of things. I find a
lot of fulfillment in working with kids and helping
them to learn [to] become
well-rounded individuals
[and] learn how to engage
with their own learning…

I just really find a lot of
fulfillment and offering an
environment where people
get to explore in ways that
they’re maybe not used to,
to discover different sides
of themselves that they’ve
been out of touch with, and
stuff like that.”
Working as a performer
in the circus arts for many
years learning at places like
Atlantic Cirque, he stayed
on the career path for

Classifieds
for

KIDS

[SUBMITTED]

about a decade before deciding that his heart was in
teaching the skills he had
learned to others. What he
teaches has infinite skills
to master, he says, noting
you could “spend many
lifetimes and probably only
scratch the surface.”
Each session he will
teach kids new skills like
obstacle course training, juggling, acrobatics,
strength training and

more. The basics are physical skills that can be translated to other activities.
He says this is something
he would happily grow into
a business, but it is not
something he wants to do
alone. He is also looking at
learning skills in the field
of magic.
To contact Reimer-Watts,
email him at jessereimerwatts@gmail.com or
call 519-829-8877.

• Babysitting
• Tutoring
• Lawn Mowing
• Dog Walking
• Yard Work
• Events
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CCB INCREASE

INDUSTRY DAY

Let's keep the local economic engines
firing? We want to shine a light on
new local enterprises.
Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

On Aug. 3, Grand River Raceway’s marquee event,
Industry Day, turns 30. The event began at what was
then the Elmira Raceway in 1990 as a celebration
of the harness racing industry to be featured as an
afternoon card on each holiday Monday in August.
The Battle of Waterloo was added in 1998 as the focal
point of the event, offering a $200,000 contest for
Ontario-sired pacing colts and geldings. Its female
counterpart was added in 2009, dubbed the Battle of
The Belles.

The Canada Child Benefit (CCB) will be increased
again for the 2020-21 benefit year to keep pace
with the cost of living. This is on top of the onetime additional $300 per child qualified CCB . The
maximum benefit will rise to $6,765 per child under
age 6 and $5,708 per child age 6 through 17. For
example, a family with two children under the age
of 6 and an income of $30,000 will receive $13,530.

A proper cleaning
is in the details

GETTING ARTSY

Long-time car enthusiast makes the jump
to his own business, Bold Detailing
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

The Three Sisters behind the new cultural centre are Jax Rula, Adrienne Carter and Sheila McAlpine. They’re converting the former Thoman Tire building into a
location that promotes local artists.
[DAMON MACLEAN]

Rolling out something more artistic
Former St. Jacobs tire shop is being transformed into gallery of local creations
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

A former tire shop may
seem an odd location for
an arts centre, but the
transformation is just what
organizers had in mind,
providing options aside
from retail in St. Jacobs.
The Three Sisters Cultural Centre is emerging from what was the
Thoman Tire building
on King street. It’s to be
a place where artists can
create and sell their work
on location.
“Waterloo Region has

back some of that ‘artists
element’ to help with the
experience of St. Jacobs,”
said Carter.
The village has always
been home to artistry, but
there’s been more of a retail focus in recent years,
said Carter, noting the sisters’ goal is to bring more
artistic expression back
into the mix.
Reception to the idea
has been “very positive,”
she added.
“Everybody loves the
idea of a cultural centre
right in the heart of St. Jacobs,” said Carter, adding

the aim is to promote all
aspects of art and creation
within a 100-kilometre
radius, “whether that’s
artists, music, food and
drink, it will be something
that really promotes a local
enterprise.”
The food-and-drink
component will be the purview of the Tasting Room,
located in the old house
next door, once home to a
small café. It will feature
local craft beverages and
preserves found throughout the area.
As a business beginning
THREE SISTERS | 12

DETAILING | 12

Cow burps, not farts, point the way to sustainability
ing up the Earth’s surface
– come from livestock.
Reducing those emissions
is a worthwhile pursuit, as
part of a bigger movement
that must include the likes
of energy production and
consumption (for electricity, heat and transportation), which is responsible
for about three-quarters of

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

all emissions.
Periodically, a miracu-

lous-sounding simple approach surfaces for reducing GHG in livestock. The
latest is from Burger King,
which claims feeding lemongrass to livestock can cut
methane emissions coming
from the rear end of a cow
by one-third.
Have you seen the
company’s ad campaign

built around this so-called
discovery? Like farts themselves, it’s pretty funny, featuring a youngster dancing
around the rear end of cows,
singing a country song
about reducing methane.
But it’s built around
wrong-headed allegations.
First, the science behind
this claim is very prelimi-

nary, unpublished in scientific journals and not replicated by other researchers.
Second, lemongrass
(which is typically used
for tea) comes from Asia.
There may be minute
stands of it in North America, but nowhere enough
to feed herds of cows. Is it
ROBERTS | 12

PELVIC PHYSIOTHERAPY IS BACK IN CLINIC!
Nimmy our Pelvic Physio is back for in person treatment!

Church St
S
St
ur
Ar

Give us a call to see how pelvic physiotherapy can help you or to book your appointment!

th

We have taken all the necessary Covid precautions
to keep our patients and staff safe!

What can Pelvic PT help with?
-Incontinence
-Pelvic pain
-Post surgical pain or weakness
-Pre/post partum
Pelvic Physio can be beneficial to
both Men and Women
r St

latulence draws a lot
of snickers from society, at least when it
comes to humans.
But cows? Well, that’s
another matter.
About three per cent of
greenhouse gases (GHG) –
like methane, the kind that
gets blamed for depleting
the ozone layer and heat-

Wa lke

F

always been known for
being very creative, and
people often think that the
creativity lies solely in the
tech industry. [There have
been] many inventions
here, as well as [a] very
strong artist community,” explained Adrienne
Carter, founder of the organization alongside her
sisters, Jax Rula and Sheila
McAlpine.
The location for the
new not-for-profit venture
seemed a good fit for the
sisters, who grew up in the
village.
“We wanted to bring

When it comes to keeping
your car looking good, it’s
all in the details, says Justin Lebold, who recently
launched Bold Detailing in
Wellesley.
Lebold has always had a
passion for cars, detailing
them as a side business
when he was 16 years old.
Eventually, he started
working in the industry
full-time at a garage. He
worked as a technician
at a local auto shop until
recently when he decided
it was time to take the leap
and start his own business.
Despite the risks of
leaving a job to take on his
own venture during these
tenuous times, his love of
cars propelled him towards
opening his own shop.
For the last few weeks, his
business Bold Detailing
has been running in the
Wellesley area, offering full
detailing service for cars.
“I kind of started doing
it on the side and just was
really interested in cars. [I]
really cared for the quality
of work that I do and want
to protect vehicles and

make them last longer,”
said Lebold. “I do basically
everything. I do interior
[and] exterior [detailing]. I
specialize in Opti-Coat ceramic coatings, so they’re
like permanent coating(s).
Then [I offer] paint protection film, I do a bit of metal
to Opti-Coat as motorcycle
coatings as well and then
I’ll do agriculture stuff.”
Lebold says what sets
him apart from other detailing services – aside from
the quality of work he puts
into each vehicle he details
– is the special Opti-Coat
treatment he uses, a ceramic coating that is superior to
other coatings as it bonds to
the exterior of the car and
provides a longer lasting
protection for the life of
most vehicles.
Though the business
has only being open for
a few weeks, he says the
response he has received
from the community has
been great. He chose to
setup in Wellesley because
he likes the close proximity
to the Woolwich area and
larger Waterloo Region.
While there are many
detailers within a small

519•669•1212

www.sosphysiotherapy.ca

3 Wyatt St. East
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Working for Kitchener-Conestoga: Two Years in Review

The COVID-19 global pandemic has put incredible
stress on Waterloo Region’s individuals, families,
and businesses. Ontario quickly released a $17
Billion plan to expand hospital capacity and testing,
give cash-flow relief to businesses, and provide
direct support to individuals and families. With your
support, the Province is restarting the economy in a
safe and responsible way.

Health & Education

Municipal & Community Services

• $9M boost for local hospital non-COVID operations
in 2020-2021

• $8.5M to fight gun and gang violence

• $7.4M to expand cardiac care at
St. Mary’s Hospital

• Strengthening volunteer fire services

• Free preventative dental care for
low-income seniors

• Fair and Open tendering for regional projects

• WRDSB and WCDSB Per-student funding boost
• $9M for local skilled trades training

Business & Agriculture

Infrastructure & Public Transit

• Cutting the small business tax rate by
8.7% and lowering WSIB premiums

• New Highway 7 funding committed
• $11.9M for local rural broadband expansion

In the last two years, Ontario has provided greater
investment in local hospitals and schools, improved
infrastructure and public transit, strengthened
community services, and created a favourable
environment for small businesses and the agri-food
sector. While we must remain vigilant of COVID-19,
I’ll continue to work hard to deliver key local
investments for our riding.
Thank you,

• $2.2M to modernize and streamline
township services

• $60M for 17 regional public transit projects
• $4.7M for bridge rehabilitation in
Wilmot and Woolwich
• Doubling GO train service from Waterloo Region

Discussing food safety and
protections with local farmers

• Protecting farmers and the food supply by
enacting stronger measures against
illegal trespassing
• Boosting agri-food projects, access to
international trade, and e-business through
the Canadian Agricultural Partnership

Nominating the Glasgow St.
Bridge for rehabilitation

Long-awaited boost to St.
Mary’s cardiac care program

519-669-2090 • mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org

Subscribe to this website if you are
looking for regular updates on COVID19

#RespectTheMask
woolwich.ca/COVID19

TH E O BS E RV E R | THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2020

12 | BUSI N E S S V E NT URE S

 THREE SISTERS: Initial fundraising event now on
FROM 10

during the pandemic,
Three Sisters do not qualify for any sort of government funding. Programs
like the Rural Economic
Development initiative
have taken what Carter
describes as a bit of a hiatus. As a not-for-profit, the
sisters have found themselves in something like
limbo given the times.
They hope to open the
doors to the public next
spring, with the tasting
house open this fall.
In the meantime, to
raise money for renovations, support artists and

begin public outreach, the
organization is hosting
an online art auction. Jax
developed the model for
the sale as a 90-10 model,
meaning that if a piece
goes for $100, the artists
gets $90, and the organization gets the remaining
$10. If the bid were $150,
the artists would get $90
from the first 100 and $5
from the next $50.
The auction runs
through July 31. Artists on
display include Amy Ferrari, a former resident of
the area, and Cathy Amos,
Betty Avery and Gary Barnett. The center is hoping

to raise $250,000 for renovations to the location. For
this first outing, they hope
to raise $5,000 via the auction.
“It’s really important to
support art and creativity,
and in many, many different avenues and mediums.
And during this time of
COVID, it’s important to
support local endeavors.”
Carter sees the possibility of four online auctions
each year.
Additional information
on the centre and the online auction can be viewed
at the Three Sisters website, threesisterscentre.ca.

 DETAILING: It was time to go out on his own
FROM 10

radius, he says most people
probably drive out to the
larger areas to get their cars
done. He’s setting up where
local people can make the
short jaunt to him.
Eventually he hopes to
continue to raise the community’s level of interest in

his business by expanding
to offer more services like
tires and wheels – something he hopes to start by
the wintertime – alongside
offering other needs for
everyday car service.
For people who are hesitant or may not see a need
in having their cars profes-

sionally detailed, Lebold
says he is around to answer
any questions they may
have and encourages people to help ensure the longevity of their vehicles by
using a detailing service.
For more information on
Bold Detailing, visit bolddetailing.com.

 ROBERTS: Source of the emissions does matter
FROM 10

environmentally sustainable to ship in lemongrass
from afar, given how much
transportation contributes
to GHG? Or would lemongrass be fed to Asian cows,
and the beef be imported?
So much for local food.
And third, an absolute
key point, is that flatulence
is not the main source of
livestock methane production. Rather, it’s in the
burps that emanate from
their complex, complicated
digestive systems.
If something as simple as
lemongrass could change
those emissions, it would
likely have happened by
now. Researchers have been
studying this aspect of livestock digestion for ages.
The good news is that
they’ve made some progress… sometimes by changing feed, and other times
through additives.
Before the pandemic, I

visited an additive manufacturer in Switzerland
called DSM. Over the past
decade, it’s developed a
methane-reduction product
call Bovaer. It’s scheduled
to be introduced in Europe
next year, where GHG sensitivity is raging much more
than it is in North America.
Bovaer works by suppressing the enzyme that
combines hydrogen and
carbon dioxide in the rumen in the cows’ digestive
system to produce methane. DSM has research
– a lot of it – that shows a
quarter-teaspoon daily in a
dairy cow’s feed can immediately reduce methane by
at least 30 per cent.
Who knows if consumers
will accept milk from cows
treated with Bovaer? DSM
thinks they will. In fact,
studies in the US and New
Zealand, where product
introduction will follow
Europe, showed more than

Museum tickets on sale now
Visit the Mandela: Struggle for Freedom exhibit at the Ken
Seiling Waterloo Region Museum. Pre-purchased entry times
are on sale now.
Tickets are available for 90-minute visits. Capacity is limited
to enable safety protocols, including physical distancing and
cleaning. A Doon Heritage Village ‘Walk in the Park’ experience
is included with ticket.
For more information and to purchase tickets visit

www.waterlooregionmuseum.ca.

70 per cent said they would
be willing to pay a premium for dairy produced with
this product, and “agree
that it’s an opportunity
to take action on climate
change together.”
Bovaer is part of the
movement is towards
what’s called “net zero,” the
latest trend to influence
farm production. It started
with animal welfare, grew
to include biodiversity and
expanded as climate extremes settled in.
Now, the big picture is
clear. Companies will try
to appeal to consumers by
marketing products created with lower emissions.
It’s the same approach as
the gluten-free, non-GMO
movement – market according to consumer values.
And if consumers value
sustainability, companies
will aim to show it in their
products – even if it’s a lot
of hot air.

Struggle for Freedom

Mandela
Only open for 30 Days. Closes Aug. 3, 2020

THE EXHIBITION FOR
EVERYONE WHO
REFUSES TO SEE
THE WORLD IN
BLACK AND
WHITE.

Ken Seiling Waterloo Region Museum

10 Huron Road, Kitchener 519-748-1914
Deaf and hard of hearing (TTY): 519-575-4608
www.waterlooregionmuseum.ca

Mandela: Struggle for Freedom was developed by the Canadian Museum for Human Rights
(Winnipeg, Canada), in partnership with the Apartheid Museum (Johannesburg, South Africa).
Tour management services provided by Lord Cultural Resources.
Developed by:

Contributing partners:

Media partners:
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BAIT STRATEGY

OHHA JOINS OFA

We're in the heart of agriculture
science and innovation in Canada.
Make a connection to producers,
scientists and entrepreneurs.

The Ontario Harness Horse Association (OHHA)
announced that the Ontario Federation of Agriculture
(OFA) has accepted its request to become an organizational member. The voice of farmers in Ontario
for more than 80 years, the OFA is involved in every
aspect of farm business and rural life, with 51 localized
county federations of agriculture.

The Ontario government this week released its final
bait management strategy to protect the province's
lakes and rivers from the threat of invasive species
and fish diseases. As part of this new strategy, the
government will be establishing four bait management zones to limit the movement of live bait across
the province.

G R A S S R O OTS I S S U E S

Seeds Canada amalgamation plan sidelines
independent seed growers, says NFU
In 2018, five seed industry groups collaborating
under the name Seed
Synergy published a white
paper, setting out their
vision to increase seed
companies’ revenues and
cut their own costs at the
expense of farmers, public plant breeders, and
consumers. They aim to
change Canada’s seed regulatory system to prevent
farmers from freely using
their own seed, ensure
agribusiness corporations
control seed breeding,
and replace public-interest quality control
measures with “buyer
beware” mechanisms. The
proposed Seeds Canada
mega-group is a means to
this end.
Leaders of the Seed Synergy groups – the Canadian Seed Growers Association (CSGA); Canadian
Seed Trade Association
(CSTA); Canadian Seed Institute (CSI); Commercial
Seed Analysts Association
of Canada (CSAAC); and
the Canadian Plant Technology Agency (CPTA)
– propose to create Seeds
Canada by combining the

The National Farmers Union has concerns about the new Seed Synergy initiative.

five organizations’ regulatory, service and lobbying
functions under a new
governance structure.
From July 15 until August
27, they are asking their
respective members to
vote yes or no to dissolving

the individual organizations and rolling over their
functions into this new entity. The change requires
support of a two-thirds
majority in each of the five
organizations.
Farmers who are ped-

[SUBMITTED]

igreed seed growers and
members of one of the
provincial seed growers
associations can vote for
or against this amalgamation. The outcome will
have an enormous impact
on the future of indepen-

dent seed growers and our
seed system. Seed growers
need to take a close look at
the proposal’s details and
consider how the changes
would affect their future,
and future of the farmers
who are their customers.

The amalgamation proposal will transfer regulatory powers to Seeds Canada. For decades, the CSGA
has been responsible for
enforcing government
regulations for pedigreed
seed production under the
Seeds Act, Canada’s original consumer protection
legislation, which was designed to protect farmers
from unscrupulous seed
sellers. The proposed
Seeds Canada structure
would give the seed corporations on its Board legal
authority over delivery
and enforcement of these
and other seed-related
regulations. The choice of
name, Seeds Canada, appears intended to enhance
its legitimacy by encouraging the assumption that
it is a government agency
like Health Canada.
Seeds Canada’s proposed bylaws outline
the new organization’s
membership types, voting
rights and board composition. Its structure would
sideline seed growers nationally and provincially
while promoting seed inSEEDS | 14

Province makes buying local easier with Ontario Made logo
There’s never been a better
time to support our local
communities by consciously choosing to purchase
locally grown, manufactured and produced
goods. Thanks to the new
Ontario Made logo that was
unveiled last week by the
provincial government,

it is now easier than ever
before to identify products
made within Ontario’s
borders. To support local,
simply look for the Ontario
Made logo when you are
shopping within your community.
Having the ability to recognize Ontario products

should make it easier for
consumers to choose local
and keep their dollars in
the province. That is the
push and motivation behind Premier Doug Ford’s
announcement of the
new logo as the provincial economy continues
to open and recover from

the economic impacts of
COVID-19. With more than
14.5 million consumers in
Ontario, the opportunity
to make a conscious choice
to support provincially
grown, made, and manufactured products could
give our province a new
economic boost.

Ontario’s agri-food sector has been a long-time
champion of encouraging
consumers to purchase
locally grown and produced food. Local food
campaigns and initiatives
such as Foodland Ontario
encourages Ontarians to
purchase fresh, safe and

affordable food grown
right here at home as well
as supporting farm families and the local economy.
Promoting Ontario grown
products fosters innovation and collaboration
between local businesses,
deepens community connection and resiliency,
ONTARIO | 14

• Quality Drainage
Systems
• Backhoe Service

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)
CNC Turning & Milling

A family tradition since 1921
Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0

www.freyshatchery.com

Arthur, ON • 519-848-3113 • 877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

MACHINE
& REPAIR
INC.

RYAN WEBER
519.669.2198
63 Union St., Elmira
www.rytechmachine.ca
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 ONTARIO: A plan to help consumers go local

WHERE TIRES ARE

FROM 13

A SPECIALTY

NOT A SIDELINE!
We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger,
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

Call Us for Tires!
FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE
35 Howard Ave. Elmira, ON
Monday - Friday
Saturdays

8am - 5pm
8am - 12 noon

519-669-3232
www.oktireelmira.com

improves the environment,
and creates meaningful
jobs for Ontarians.
The Ontario Federation
of Agriculture (OFA) welcomes this renewed focus
on supporting provincial
businesses and products.
This new initiative aligns
with OFA’s Producing Prosperity campaign, which
encourages governments
to invest in our rural communities and the agri-food
sector to stimulate economic development, job
creation, and economic
growth. Encouraging consumers to buy local and
making it easier to identify
Ontario-made goods and
food products is an investment in communities

across the province.
Supporting local community businesses, farmers
and retailers has become
more important than ever
as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic. Ontarians have
learned a new appreciation for their local food
supply. Independent and
family-owned businesses
and retailers have adjusted
their businesses to meet
the changing needs of their
communities throughout
these challenging times.
The new Ontario Made
program by the Canadian
Manufacturers & Exporters
is available for manufacturers to identify their
made-in-Ontario products.
The program includes a
new online portal,

www.supportontariomade.ca,
to connect consumers and
supply chain partners to
manufacturers of products
made within the province.
Ontario is positioned
well for economic recovery
and growth. The Made in
Ontario logo will showcase
the breadth and strength of
our provincial manufacturing, food production and
processing industries. By
helping consumers easily
identify, access and purchase local products, we
can empower everyone to
support Ontario agri-businesses and strengthen our
economy together.
Bruce Buttar, director,
Ontario Federation of Agriculture

 SEEDS: A fundamental part of what farmers do
FROM 13

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse
Through Our Selection of:
New & used
equipment:
feeders, drinkers,
cages, nests
6880 Line 86, RR#4
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3,
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays

Egg supplies:
cartons, flats, crates,
candler, scale

519-669-2225

Down in
the dumps
about your
stumps?
› Stump Grinders
› Water Pumps
› Wheel Barrows
› Chainsaws
› Wood Chippers
› Aerators

100 Union St. Elmira, ON
519-669-0524

› Blowers
› Trailers
› Aerial Lifts
› Wood Splitters

For a complete list of tools available visit woolwichrentals.ca
or email info@woolwichrentals.ca

dustry corporations. Seed
growers and grain farmers
would suffer the most if
this comes to pass.
The 15 appointees to
Seeds Canada’s first board
of directors would include
at least one member from
each of the seven regional
seed associations and at
least four from the “value
chain” representing seed
developers, growers, seed
trade and seed testing
– companies like Bayer,
BASF, Limagrain, Syngenta, Pioneer and Corteva.
Future elections will reduce the board size to 11
and allow these “value
chain” representatives to
take any unfilled regional
seed association spots.
To maintain voting
rights in Seeds Canada,
provincial seed growers’
associations would have to
restructure their membership criteria within three
years to include “value
chain representatives” and
to remove any requirements that make membership mandatory for
pedigreed seed growers.
These conditions would
mean provincial associa-

tions would no longer represent all their province’s
seed growers, and that
other, non-farming seed
businesses would become
voting members.
In the proposed Seeds
Canada structure, only
members that are businesses deriving revenue
from the seed sector
would be entitled to vote,
and there would be one
vote per membership.
Provincial seed growers’
associations would get one
vote per association. Membership in Seeds Canada
would be voluntary, and
membership fees will rise
within a few years. Higher
fees would be another barrier to independent seed
growers’ participation,
further minimizing their
voices.
If the amalgamation
goes ahead, Seeds Canada
will demand immediate
change to seed-related
laws and regulations
through its permanent
Public Affairs and Advocacy Committee when the
planned Seeds Act Regulations review takes place.
CropLife Canada, the lobby group for the biotech

Improving soil health & biodiversity are key reasons
Protect soil from erosive forces of wind and rain – even small amounts
P
of surface cover results in large reductions of soil erosion
Add
A to the soil organic matter
Allevi
Alleviate
soil compaction
In
Increases
in-season available N

and pesticide industry,
would be on this advocacy
committee through a formal agreement with Seeds
Canada.
Canada’s agriculture is
seed-based, and farmers
are greatly concerned
about the proposed changes.
No one can deny the importance of seed – not only
to farmers and agriculture,
but also to food security
and society at large. The
Seed Synergy groups are
positioning themselves to
not only influence, but replace the public regulator.
The implications of our
seed system being controlled by agri-business
corporations are serious.
If Seed Synergy’s amalgamation plans succeed, the
independent seed grower
will soon be a thing of the
past, and democratically
accountable public regulation process will be turned
inside out, with self-interested corporations regulating farmers instead.
Cathy Holtslander is director of research and policy for the National Farmers
Union.

Find the
cover crop
that’s right
for you!
Julia@cribit.com
519-664-3701
519-664-3701 ext.
ext. 70
70

rma�
�on from:
fro
om: Weil,
All cover
cover crop
crop informa�on
informa
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Weilil,, R.R.,
R
All
& Brady, N.C. (2017). The nature and proper�es of soils (15 th ed.). Boston:Pearson. & Laura Van Eerd, University of Guelph
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family
Album Announcements - Please call
for a quote.

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Placing Classified Advertising

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words
(extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online:

Office:
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

ads.observerxtra.com/classified-residential

Classified advertising will be accepted in
person, email, phone or fax during regular
office hours. All classified advertising are
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory,
Real Estate and Family Album advertising.

20B Arthur St. N., Elmira
519-669-5790 Ext. 104
519-669-5753
ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am
HELP WANTED

Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words
(extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online:

ads.observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

HELP WANTED

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS AGRICULTURAL
Spray Lime, 22.5kg.
bag; feed grade lime,
25kg. Delivered. Call
George Haffner Trucking,
519-574-4141
or
519-669-2045.

Nieuwland Feeds Elora

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing!
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers,
finishes and installs high quality custom cabinetry
and solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are
located in the town of Drayton.

has an opening for a

Full Time Truck Driver

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits
and Monday to Friday schedule.
Email your resume to:

At Woodland, one of our core values is Respect. Respect
for our team members and respect for our customers.

info@nieuwlandfeeds.com

We are looking for a full time, permanent

7460 County Road 21, Elora

Kitchen Cabinet Engineer
to join our team. In this position, you will be using Cabinet
Vision software, to create detailed shop drawings, CNC files
and production cut lists. In this position you would be
reporting to our Engineering Manager.
Required skills
•
Respectful
•
Ability to read blueprints
•
Cabinet Building experience will be an asset
•
Cabinet Install experience will be an asset
•
Cabinet Vision Experience will be an asset
•
Motivated and enthusiastic
•
Courteous and friendly
•
Dependable
•
No post secondary education required

or apply in person to Cliff at:

AUCTION

At The Crossroads
Family Restaurant
ONLINE AUCTION
Over 800 lots of restaurant equipment,
decorations, quilts and antiques.

519-641-2844
STOREYS.CA

Cabinet Vision: 1 year (Preferred)
Woodworking: 1 year (Preferred)

WORD ADS

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

FOR SALE

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and growing
company, please
send your resume to
laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 4

LAWN FERTILIZER AND
LAWN SEED - CALL
George Haffner Trucking, 519-574-4141 or
519-669-2045.

FOR
SALE:
RED
SQUARE BALE FEEDER
asking $900. Heavy
green 16' steel gate
$275. Both excellent
condition
Heidelberg
519-699-9260.

WE DO SIGNS
OF ALL KINDS!

MY COMPANY

my company tag

line

MY NAME

job title
address

Phone: 555-555
-5555
Fax: 555-555-5555
my@email.com
www.mydomai
n.com

2999

$

plus tax

Specializing in Posters, Banners
& Trade Show Booths

Our Everyday Low Price!

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS
Make a
Great First Impression
at a Great Price!
• With or without UV gloss (1 side)
• Single sided • Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
• Print ready file

Car Wraps
Also Available!

Indoor & Outdoor Signage
Huge assortment of materials to print on
Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
Hardware included • Installation available

KILN DRIED CORN &
CORN
SCREENING
Delivered by Einwechter.
Minimum 15 ton lots.
Call George Haffner
Trucking 519-574-4141
or 519-669-2045.
OAT & PEAS FOR FORAGE COVER CROPS
- Call George Haffner
Trucking, 519-574-4141
or 519-669-2045.

NEED A PET SITTER/
DOG WALKER? CALL
519 656-2805 and ask
for Thomas. $5/day or
$3/30 minute walk.
HORSES

WATERLOO COUNTY
HORSE SALE TO BE
held at OLEX August 10
at 10 a.m. Buyers and
sellers only. To consign
or for more info call
519-595-3307.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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100%
LOCAL

NEWSLETTERS

Retractable Banners

Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!

AS LOW AS

12995

• We have an In-house
Graphics team to help
with the perfect design,
or supply your own
print-ready file

Call today

for more information!
Our consultants are always available
to price your project!

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and
presentations
• They are affordable, lightweight, durable and easy
to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

Call Today to Get Started!
ARTWORK
EXTRA

We can help you get your book into print!
Lawn Bag Signs
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ra 519-242-6900 or
gallamore@golden.net.
Have a mask will travel.
BUYING OLD GOLD,
Conﬁdential!
SILVER COINS. ALSO
scrap gold, dental, broWORD ADS
ken rings or chains.
CONT PAGE 20
Jewellery, diamonds,
vintage wrist & pocket watches. Highest
prices paid. Call Elmi-

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier
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WANTED

Have You Written A Book?

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing
of available products
•
•
•
•

CUSTOM
BALING
LARGE SQUARE OR
round.
Call
Jeff
519-580-0674.

PETS

FARM
EQUIPMENT

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

FARM SERVICES

FARM SERVICES

Experience:

•
•

Observer advertising rates, policies and
specifications are available at:
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
Inquire about our
• Manuals • Catalogues
Publishing Packages
• Children’s Books
and free Author’s Guide

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You

675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017
www.mtprint.com

DOOR
HANGERS

Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive traffic
to your business!

Large enough to include
plenty of information, but
small enough to provide budget
friendly pricing and easily
distributed.
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SCOPED OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday, August 25, 2020 at 7 pm
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township
offices will not be permitted. Below is information on how you can submit comments,
view or participate in the meeting. You may also contact the Planning staff by sending an
email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the
Public Meeting as follows:
• view the Public Meeting / Committee of the Whole meeting livestream on the
Woolwich Township Youtube channel at the following link https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ OR
• participate in the Public Meeting by REGISTERING with the Deputy Clerk on or before
4:30 pm on Thursday August 20, 2020. To register please:
• email jsmith@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6010; or
• visit www.woolwich.ca/delegations for more information on speaking before Council
and to register through the online delegation request form.
• When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email and the
application number you would like to comment on. Once you are registered the
Deputy Clerk will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e.
zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).
If you are concerned that you do not have access to phone or internet or are otherwise
concerned about the reliability of your signal please ensure that you submit written
comments, see instructions below. Written comments do not negate your opportunity to
also speak at the Public Meeting but do ensure your voice is heard should your electronic
connection to the meeting not work.
If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and
have the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the Deputy Clerk
(see above information). You will not be required to speak if you do not want to.
The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Sections 17 and 34 of the
Planning Act, to consider an Official Plan Amendment as part of the Township Scoped
Official Plan review. The changes are scoped to bring the plan into conformity with the
Provincial and Regional policies. Details of this review are as follow.
Township Council adopted the current Official Plan in 2000, which was approved by the
Region in 2002. Since that time, the Province made significant changes to its planning
policies and legislation with the approval of the following:
• 2005 Provincial Policies Statement (PPS), which was further amended in 2014,
• 2006 Planning Act, which was further amended in 2019, and
• 2006 A Place to Grow (P2G), which was further amended in 2017 and 2019.

The current 2020 PPS:
•
•
•
•
•

Provide greater protection of prime agricultural areas and support and enhances
the long-term viability and sustainability of farming and the agri-food network,
Promote intensification in the existing urban areas,
Address the conversion of land within employment areas,
Promote alternative energy and conservation of existing energy sources, and
Provide stronger policies to protect environmental features and resources.

The Planning Act changes
•
•
•
•
•

Allow municipalities to request various studies and pre-consultation requirements
that would form a ‘complete application’ as part of the development approval
process,
Reduce planning decision timelines,
Prohibit appeals in the context of private amendments to expand an urban boundary
or remove any land from an area of employment,
Allow municipalities to incorporate certain building design controls as part of the
Site Plan Approval process,
Make it easier to create additional accessory residential units, such as above

•
•
•

P.O. Box 158

24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

Phone:

519-669-1647
or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

garages and in basements,
Increase the certainty and predictability of the planning system and help build
housing, including affordable housing near transit areas,
Modify the process and structure (from Ontario Municipal Board to Local Planning
Appeal Tribunal) for adjudicating planning application appeals, and
Allow the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal to make decisions based on the best
planning outcome.

The current 2019 P2G:
•
•

Planning for complete communities where one can live, work, shop and recreate,
Provide for transit-oriented development and ‘walkable’ communities, with less
dependency on the automobile,
• Require expansion of settlement areas primarily through a municipal comprehensive
review,
• Provide greater protection of employment areas and consider requests, through a
municipal comprehensive review, the conversion of employment lands,
• The potential identification of Provincially Significant Employment Zones,
• Meet prescribed density targets and managing forecasted growth through
intensification within existing built-up areas, Greenfield areas, and growth centers
(i.e. downtowns),
• Reduce the need for urban area expansion by placing greater focus on intensification
within existing built-up areas in a compact and efficient form, and
• Protect, conserve and enhance the valuable natural resources of lands, air and
water.
In 2015 the Region approved their new Official Plan (ROP) to conform to the Provincial
Policies and legislation in effect at that time. The Region is currently undertaking a
municipal comprehensive review of the 2015 ROP to bring it into conformity with Provincial
policies.
Similarly, the Township is completing a scoped Official Plan review to bring the Plan into
conformity with the current PPS, Planning Act and Places to Grow, as well as the ROP,
where it does not conflict with Provincial policy and legislation. In addition, the Township
is proposing minor site-specific and housekeeping changes. A draft copy of the proposed
new Township Official Plan can be viewed or obtained as follows:
View / print the information from the Township webpage at www.woolwich.ca. Select
Ongoing Planning Items / Scoped Official Plan Review;
Schedule an appointment to view the documents at the Township Administration building
located at 24 Church Street West, Elmira weekdays between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm. To
schedule an appointment please call 519-669-6040 or email planning@woolwich.ca; or
Obtain a copy of the Information Report at the Public Meeting which will include a summary
of the proposed changes.
An information report will be available at the Public Meeting to provide a brief summary of
the proposed changes. As the Official Plan amendment will apply to all lands within the
municipal boundary of the Township of Woolwich a location map is not included.
Public Open Houses to present this information and answer questions from the public
were held on March 3, 2020 in Breslau and March 12, 2020 in Elmira.
Please be advised that Notice of the Public Meeting does not indicate whether the Township
is in support of, or in opposition to the proposal. That determination will be made at a
later date.
No decisions will be made at this meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information
to the public and agencies and to receive comments and presentations in favour of and/
or in opposition to the proposed Official Plan amendment.

APPEAL RIGHTS
TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the
decision of the Township of Woolwich or the Regional Municipality of Waterloo to the Local
Planning Appeal Tribunal but the person or public body does not make oral submissions
at a public meeting or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the
by-law is passed, or the Official Plan Amendment is adopted the person or public body is
not entitled to appeal the decision.
AND TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a
Notice continues on next page
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Notice continued from previous page
public meeting, or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich or the Regional
Municipality of Waterloo before the by-law is passed or the Official Plan Amendment is
adopted, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an
appeal before the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal,
there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS / NOTIFICATION
If you are not available for the virtual meeting, you can express your concerns/comments
about the proposed change in writing to the Township of Woolwich. Any comments
received on or before August 18, 2020 (Note that this date is before the public meeting)
will be included in a report prepared by Development Services and presented at the Public
Meeting. Any comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making
a decision on the applications, will also be considered but will not be included in the
Information Report available at the Public Meeting.
The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the
authority of the Planning Act and may form part of the public record which may be
released to the public. This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of
creating a record that is available to the general public at the Committee of the Whole
and Council meetings. Please note that while the Committee of the Whole and Council
may redact some personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers,
your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety. Questions about this
collection should be directed to the Records and Freedom of Information Officer at 519669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.
Should you wish to be notified of future meetings and reports regarding this application, please:
• submit a written request, noting that you wish to be kept informed, to the Township
of Woolwich, Development Services, 24 Church Street West, Box 158, Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6; or
• email your request noting that you wish to be kept informed to planning@woolwich.ca
Questions or written submissions may be directed to:
Jeremy Vink, Manager of Planning
Email – jvink@woolwich.ca
Phone – 519-669-6038 / 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6038
Township of Woolwich
Development Services Department
Box 158
24 Church Street West
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 23rd day of July 2020.

P.O. Box 158

24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario
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After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Township of Woolwich
Technical Advisory Group (TAG)
Thursday, July 30, 2020
6:30 p.m. Public Meeting
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township
offices will not be permitted. Below is information on how you can participate in the
meeting. You may also contact the Support Specialist by sending an email to lschaefer@
woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-1647, ext. 6112 if you have any questions.

How to Participate
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view the meeting by
REGISTERING with the Support Specialist on or before 12 noon on Tuesday, July 28th. To
register please email lschaefer@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-1647, ext. 6112. Once
you are registered the Support Specialist will forward information on how to connect to the
Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or toll-free conference call number).

Notice of Technical Advisory Group (TAG) Vacancy
Apply to Join the Technical Advisory Group Today!
The Township of Woolwich is looking for engaged citizens who are passionate about
supporting our community with strong related professional experience to join the Technical
Advisory Group.
The Technical Advisory Group meets a minimum of six times a year to obtain, provide
and review technical advice or recommendations to the Remediation Advisory Committee
regarding remediation of Elmira’s former municipal aquifer and any other environmental
contamination.
For detailed information about the committee and how to apply as a volunteer, please visit
www.woolwich.ca/committees or contact the Clerks Office at 519-669-6010.
The application deadline is Friday, August 7, 2020. Appointments to the Technical Advisory
Group will be approved in August 2020 for a term ending May 2023.
Interested but want more information? Contact lschaefer@woolwich.ca or phone 519669-1647, ext. 6112.

E AT I N G W E L L

Y

5 tips to help if you're eating because of stress or boredom

ou've had a bad
day, so you grab a
tub of ice cream,
move to the couch and
dig right in. You don't feel
physically hungry, but
eating ice cream is comforting. This is referred
to as emotional eating
or stress eating. These
terms are often used interchangeably, and both
refer to turning to food to
cope with emotions. This
contrasts with wandering
into the kitchen and grabbing some snacks because
you're bored. That's boredom eating.
Why do people turn to
food when stressed or
bored? Biology and envi-

ronment both play a role.
Stress causes your body to
release the hormone cortisol, which increases appetite and can lead to weight
gain. Stress also increases
ghrelin, the "hunger hormone," which stimulates
appetite too. "Meanwhile,
insufficient sleep is also
linked to a reduction in
satiety hormones and
an increase in hunger
hormones," explains Dublin-based registered dietitian Didi de Zwarte.
The best strategy is to
stop and ask yourself,
"Why am I eating right
now?" and then decide
the best course of action
based on that answer.

"Only you can tell the
difference between when
you're stress eating or
eating out of boredom.
Take a moment to tune
into your body to find out
which it is," advises Bri
Bell, R.D. "Either way, it's
perfectly normal and OK
to occasionally eat due to
stress or boredom or any
other emotion. Beating
yourself up about it only
adds to the stressful emotions!"
According to Bell, you
just don't want eating to
become your only way of
coping with emotions. She
recommends opting for
coping strategies that are
health-promoting. Read

on for a few expert tips to
try.
1. Take a deep breath.
"Focus on deep breathing for two to three minutes, or step outside for
fresh air, allowing the outdoor light to hit your face,"
suggests Jamie Lee McIntyre, R.D.N. "Your stress
won't disappear, but this
can help create a buffer between the urge coming on
and the act of eating and
buy you time in deciding
the best way to react."
2. Make an activity list.
"Write a to-do list filled
with both productive and
fun things," says McIntyre. "Pick two things to
accomplish, then reas-

sess if you need to eat. If
you're bored, you'll be in
a more productive or motivated mindset to move
on to something else that
doesn't involve eating!"
3. Opt for exercise.
Physical activity is a
great stress-buster and can
assist with regulating hormones, too. If you're bored
and not physically hungry,
work out first and then eat
if you still feel the urge.
4. Set up your environment for success.
Put tempting foods behind closed cabinets or up
high where you aren't as
likely to see them. Store
healthy foods in seethrough containers. It may

sound silly, but research
finds that keeping healthier
food in plain sight and lesshealthy treats out of sight
can help you choose healthier options more frequently.
5. Eat balanced meals
and get enough sleep.
Fill your plate with fiber,
protein and healthy fats
at each meal. This combo
keeps hunger and satiety
hormones working properly and keeps you full for
several hours. Sleep seven
to eight hours each night to
avoid cravings the next day.
EatingWell is a magazine and
website devoted to healthy eating
as a way of life. Online at www.
eatingwell.com.
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Parks, Trail and Outdoor Amenities

COVID-19

Woolwich Township Update
As the 2019 Novel Coronavirus or COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve around the
world and in our community, the health and wellbeing of Woolwich residents remain our
top priority. The Township continues to work closely with area municipalities, Region of
Waterloo’s Public Health, and provincial and national partners to monitor and respond to
new developments.
For information on symptoms, treatment and preventative measures, you may contact:
• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400
• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000
• Public Health Agency of Canada: 1-833-784-4397

Regional Face Mask By-law
The Regional Face Mask By-laws went into effect July 13, 2020, face coverings are now
required on transit and in all enclosed public places – including grocery stores, retail
and places of worship. Residents are asked to protect each other by wearing a face
covering. Please note that children under five and people with certain medical conditions
or disabilities are exempt from the Face Covering By-law. It’s important to show kindness
to those who are unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400
or find out more at regionofwaterloo.ca/MaskBylaw.
Business owners/operators are responsible for posting clearly visible by-law signage at all
entrances. Signs are available for pickup at the Woolwich Township Administration Office.

Township Facilities
Township Office
The Township Office is now open to the public for select services. Residents are encouraged
to continue to use online or phone where possible or to book appointments with staff in
advance of attending the Administrative Building in person.

Recreation Facilities and Services
All municipal recreational facilities including park washrooms, remain closed with a
phased in reopening plan being launched. Check woolwich.ca for updates on the reopening
of our facilities and programs!

Splash Pad
The Elmira Splash Pad is open 11 am – 7 pm daily (weather permitting). The splash pad
will be fenced and supervised by staff as required by applicable Public Health guidelines
and Provincial Orders. Only (50) people will be allowed within the fenced area at any one
time. Residents will be able to access and enjoy the Splash Pad for a period of 45 minutes,
by donation. Children 10 and under must be accompanied by an adult.
There will be a “first come first serve” rule to allow residents equal time at the splash pad.
Users must maintain physical distancing requirements. The outdoor washroom adjacent
to the splash pad will be also be opened with enhanced cleaning.

Daycamp
The Township of Woolwich is also pleased to announce that day camps are being offered
this summer in Elmira and Breslau, as permitted by Provincial Orders. Camp staff and
protocols are adhering to Public Health guidelines but ensuring our campers are having a
great time while staying safe.
For more information see our Summer Camps page at: www.woolwich.ca/summercamp

Sports fields are now open provided Provincial restrictions on physical distancing and
gathering limits of 100 are adhered to.

Trails Closures
•
•

The Mill Race Trail and the parking lot at 32 Front St., St. Jacobs remain closed.
The West Montrose Covered Bridge is closed to visitors outside the community. Local
residents can continue to walk in their neighbourhood while physical distancing.

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage
Please join us on our webpage: Woolwich.ca/StayActive for activities brought to you by our
wonderful recreation and facilities staff, instructors and partners.

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all open air burning within the Township. Whether you are
having a small backyard fire or clearing your property of brush, a permit is required. You
can apply for a permit at Woolwich.ca or by calling 519-669-6022 during COVID-19.
*Please note as the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, the status of facilities and
services may change. For the most current information, please see the Woolwich Township
website at Woolwich.ca or call us at 519-669-1647.

Council Meetings
Council Chambers remains closed to the public. Remote Council meetings continue to
follow their regular schedule with members participating electronically. Agendas are
posted online Thursday afternoon before the meeting and any additional items are posted
by noon on the day of the meeting. You can still participate in meetings while Council
chambers are closed to the public:
• Submit a comment in writing
• Make a delegation or attend a public meeting by video or toll-free phone
• Watch or listen to the meeting online or by toll-free phone
Woolwich Council will be testing livestreaming to YouTube for meetings in July. Find us at
YouTube.com and search for “Woolwich Township”.
For help participating in a remote Council meeting, contact the Council/Committee
Facilitator at 519-669-6004.

Local Business Resources
Local businesses are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in Woolwich
Township. See who’s hiring on-line today!
In response to COVID-19, the Township’s economic development focus has shifted to:
• helping local businesses access Federal and Provincial financial aids;
• promoting local businesses that are still available or offer online service; and
• monitoring the economic impact to support Council decisions.
For more information or for assistance accessing resources, contact the Township at 519669-1647 and ask to speak with the Economic Development & Tourism Officer or contact
EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

Final 2020 Property Tax Deferral Program
On May 12, 2020 Council approved an application-based property tax deferral program
aimed to assist residents and businesses who will need more time to pay their 2020
Final Tax Bill. The application for this new program is now available on the Township
of Woolwich website at woolwich.ca/en/living-here/Taxes.aspx. The program will allow
residents and businesses financially effected by the COVID-19 pandemic to defer their
Final Property Tax due dates by 60 days. The application deadline for this program is July
31, 2020. Paper based copies are available upon request.

Classifieds
for
KIDS
FREE

Babysitting, Tutoring, Lawn Mowing, Dog Walking, Yard Work, Events

ads@woolwichobserver.com
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

THOMPSON’S

Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology
to repair your vehicle with
accuracy and confidence.

GENERAL SERVICES

CALL
TO BOOK!
TODAY.

TIRE

WHERE TIRES

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION
“Specializing in small group charters”

5196695557
Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com
Elmira, ON

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

• FLOORING
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES
• SICO Paint
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

ARE A

SPECIALTY,
NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial
On-The-Farm Service

519-669-4400

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-669-3232

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

GENERAL SERVICES

Since 1998

Murray & Daniel Shantz

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427

Evenings By Appointment

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

HOME IMPROVEMENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

IN-STORE SERVICES

MarCrest
Backhoe
• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Randy Weber

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Maynard Martin

www.rwelectricltd.com

2512 Kressler Road RR1
St. Clements, ON N0B 2M0

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

Tel. 519-699-0507

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair
22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537

STORE HOURS:
M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

“25 years in Business”

ST. JACOBS

GLASS SYSTEMS INC.
1553 King St. N.,
St. Jacobs, ON N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts
• Thermopanes
• Mirrors
• Screen Repair
• Replacement Windows
• Shower Enclosures
• Sash Repair
TEL:

519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772
• Commercial & Industrial
General Contracting
• Specializing in Concrete
Work & Excavation
• Retaining Walls

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

•
•
•
•

Stamped Coloured Concrete
Demolition
Bin Service
Machine Bases

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped
and Coloured Concrete
www.marwilconcrete.ca

519-577-0370

Concrete Breaking & Removal

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AMOS
INC

R O O F I N G

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL
FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

• Specializing in residential re-roofs
• Repairs • Churches

DESIGN CENTRE

KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you
work within your personal taste and budget

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

A Family owned and operated business serving KW,
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

Popular Brands Available

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114

Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

We support our
Community.

Visit our website

www.biobobs.com
or call today!
519-648-3004

or

800-232-6396

Call us at:
or visit us at:

John Schaefer
Painting
FREE
ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior
Painting,
Wallpapering &
Plaster | drywall
Repairs

519-503-6033 (CELL)
519-669-2251

36 Hampton St., Elmira

GENERAL SERVICES

THIS
SPACE
IS FOR
RENT

Various
sizes & rates

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

519-669-4964

100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

YOUR BUSINESS
HERE EVERY WEEK
DELIVERED TO HOMES
IN WOOLWICH,
WELLESLEY &
WATERLOO.
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Independently Owned and Operated

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

Sue From

Alli Bauman

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

226-750-9332 519-577-6248
allibauman17@gmail.com

suefrom17@gmail.com

NEW LISTING

DIRECT: 519-589-1099

BROKERAGE

EMAIL: derek@dereksellskw.com

OPEN HOUSE

Derek Villemaire
Sales Representative

Sat & SunJuly 25-26, 2-5pm
37 Riverside Dr. W., Elmira

NEW LISTING

Office:

BRAD MARTIN

519-669-2772

Broker of Record,
MVA Residential
Res: 519.669.1068

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

$430,000
Drayton -This sweet bungalow on a large lot is perfect for the first time buyer as well as
someone looking to downsize. The new kitchen by Downey Construction, all basement
windows, the exterior doors, including the garage door were replaced in August of 2018.
Relax in the basement rec-room with a second 4 piece bathroom including a jet tub. Enjoy the
huge back deck overlooking the expansive yard with a shed for extra storage. With parking
for 6 vehicles, there is plenty of room for all of your family and friends to visit. Don't miss out!

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

(Direct)

519.747.0231 (Office)

58 PINTAIL DRIVE, ELMIRA
Accessible Bungalow 2 Bed, 1500+ Sq Ft . Large custom oak
kitchen w/island & organizers. Quiet, private tiled patio.
Main bath w/roll up vanity, “Safe Step” walk-in tub, stacking
W&D. Master w/new laminate, patio slider. Spacious Family
Room w/gas stove, front slider to ramp, 2 piece bath. Elec
breakers, newer windows, newer metal roof (approx �30k).
Fresh paint—Move-in ready.
WORD ADS
FROM 15

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

519.500.1865

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.

WANTED

Dale R. Keller

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

Sales Representative

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

WANTED: CLASSIC CAR
WINTER STORAGE. CALL RON
519-669-4566.
COMM/INDUSTRIAL
FOR RENT

Birdland Elmira | $749,900
Desirable location. Great yard, spacious 4
level backsplit, balcony deck off
Master, seasonal sunroom, double
attached, lots of parking, flexible closing.
MLS Call Dale.

Farm | $2.25 Million
102 acres close to Listowel. 83 workable organic acres, 17 acre bush lot, and a
3 +1 bedroom ICF constructed home (2009), all on a paved road. Also 2 Coverall
buildings. MLS. Call Dale Direct.

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

SHOP FOR RENT - 2,000
SQUARE FOOT, COMMERcial,
industrial,
natural
gas heat, lots of parking.
Detached garage, 750 square
feet. Available together or
separately. West Montrose
area. Available August 1,
2020. Call 519-664-3451 or
519-664-1972.

TRADES & SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND RENOVATIONS. OVER 35 YEARS
experience.
Please
call
519-496-7539
or
email
ron.spncr@gmail.com
GARAGE SALES

ELMIRA - 97 FIRST ST. WEST.
FRI. JULY 24 10 A.M. TO 7
p.m. Something for everyone.
Books, games, toys, kitchen
wares, Bruder toys and Tupperware.

Exquisite, custom built bungalow offers
over 3,000 square feet and is built on
two lots. Backing onto a wooded forest. New concrete driveway. Gourmet
kitchen recently installed w/dark maple
cabinetry, commercial stainless steel
appliances, island and granite counter
tops. Formal dining room, office & two
$1,699,900
bedrooms on the main floor, both with
ensuites. Approximately 2,700 square feet finished in the basement, consisting of 3
bedrooms, exercise room, huge rec room & games area. Utility room w/stairs to the
triple garage. 5 bathrooms. Expect to be impressed! MLS

CALL FOR YOUR

FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BUYING
OR SELLING
REAL ESTATE?

IN PRINT.
IN PICTURES.
IN DEPTH.

YOU'RE IN THE
RIGHT PLACE.
OBITUARY

F A M I LY A L B U M
BIRTHDAY

Happy 85th Birthday
Marilyn Cherry!
85 Is Just 29 In Celsius!

There isn’t a birthday gift in the world
that could ever match the impact you’ve
made on our lives.
Love- Lynn, Mark, Ben & Stacey
Lois, Willard, Matthew, Chris & Brianne

BIRTHDAY

Happy 21st Birthday
Nicole Merlihan!

Love, Dad, Mom, Cassandra, Colin,
Dobby, Molly & Mia

DEATH NOTICES

MUMMERY, SHIRLEY PATRICIA (GOFFIN) - Of St. Jacobs, Ontario - It is with heavy hearts and great
sadness that the family announces Shirley's peaceful passing on July 14, 2020 at the age of 92.
STEFFLER, KATHLEEN ELIZABETH (MAY) - Passed away peacefully at Innisfree House Hospice on
Thursday, July 16, 2020 in her 92nd year, born in Maryhill.

IN PRINT. ONLINE. IN PICTURES. IN DEPTH.

OBITUARY

Kraemer, Irvin
Passed away peacefully on Friday, July
17, 2020 at Hamilton General Hospital,
at the age of 77 years. Irvin, of Wallenstein, was the beloved husband of Minerva (Weber) Kraemer. Loving father
of Delphine (Gavin) Martin of Arthur,
Leroy (Shirley) Kraemer of Alma, Leon
(Donna) Kraemer of Earlton, Dorothy
(Robert) Brubacher of Elmira, Rhoda
(Cleason) Martin of Fordwich, and
Randy (Susanna) Kraemer of Glen
Allan. Also mourned by 30 grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren. Survived by his siblings Mahlon Kraemer,
Esther (Solomon) Bowman, and Henry
(Seleda) Kraemer. Predeceased by his
parents David and Lizzie Kraemer,
sister-in-law Salome Kraemer, and
granddaughter Angelica Faith Kraemer. A drive-by viewing took place on
Sunday, July 19, 2020 from 12:30-4:30
p.m. and 6:00-8:00 p.m. A private
family service was held at the home
on Monday, July 20, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.
then to Goshen Mennonite Meeting
House for burial and private service.
The family wishes to express heartfelt
thanks to neighbours and friends for
support since the accident and desire
your prayers in the days ahead.

www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Brown, Diane (nee Cress)
Peacefully passed away with her family by her side at Hospice Wellington on
Thursday, July 16, 2020, at the age of
65. Beloved wife of the late Blair Brown
(2004). Loved mother of Amanda and
Mark Rudnisky and Jessica and Nathan Vogel. Loving grandma of Edson
and Arlo Rudnisky and Sophie and
Devin Vogel. Dear sister of Carol and
Grant Czarny and Bonnie and Peter
Horst. Lovingly remembered by the
Brown family. Predeceased by her parents Vern and Vera (Schweitzer) Cress.
A very special thank you to all the staff
at Hospice Wellington for their care
and compassion. Visitation for relatives and friends was held on Sunday,
July 19, 2020 from 2-5 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. A private
family service took place on Monday,
July 20, 2020 and was livestreamed on
the funeral home website via the link
on Diane’s obituary page. Private interment followed in St. James Lutheran
Cemetery, St. Jacobs. As expressions of
sympathy, donations to Hospice Wellington or the Canadian Cancer Society
would be appreciated.

www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com
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FATHER'S RETIREMENT

REGION LAUDED
Be involved in community activities,
events & support local initiatives. Tell
us about what's happening and about
the people in your neighbourhood.
Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Waterloo Region is being recognized by Built for Zero
Canada for the coordinated way that people who are
homeless are supported into permanent housing. The
region recently became the third community (and first
large community) in Canada to achieve Basic Quality
Coordinated Access, a way for communities to design,
streamline, and bring consistency to the process for
how people who are homeless access housing and
services.

After 25 years at St. Boniface Church in Maryhill,
Father Ron Voisin retired last week. The transition
came in the year he celebrated his 75th birthday and
48 years in the priesthood.

S O M E T H I N G S PAC E Y

I N T H E K I TC H E N

Putting a spin on
the classic BLT

W

e’re in the middle
of the summer
and I thought
it would be fun to make
something that both uses
the grill and is also a light
comfort food, with the illusion of being a healthy alternative to the time-honoured “BLT” sandwich.
The traditional BLT is
arguably the most popular
sandwich in the western
world and takes on a higher
popularity in the summertime when fresh local tomatoes are available. This
is to reason that investing
in pork belly stock prior to
the summer would likely
be a good idea, as the demand and price would rise
as tomato season comes to
play! (I am neither an accountant nor stock advisor,
so please do not quote me
on this or hold me responsible for any failed investments.)
The BLT gained much
popularity after WWII, as
all the ingredients in supermarkets started to become more available year
round.
The sandwich being
called by its initials (BLT)
was a top-secret shortcut
used between service and
kitchen staff in restaurants
but once the secret was out,
is now called this all the
time instead of the labourious task of having to say
“bacon, lettuce and tomato” every time one wants a
sandwich.
This take on the recipe
uses fresh salmon filet,
which one can commonly
find in a butcher’s counter
or there are plenty of frozen options. We also use
roasted tomatoes, turkey

CHEF DUFF
CHEF'S TABLE

bacon, and spinach to
give it a different spin and
probably makes it a little
healthier, as traditional
bacon has a bad reputation
health wise.
Spicing up the mayo
gives in another twist as
well.
Although chili peppers
originate from the Americas, they are used in many
different “hot” sauces and
condiments around the
world each having its own
distinctiveness.
“sriracha” is a condiment
of Thai origin. Although
you’ll see it being used in
many Asian dishes, including sushi, it lends itself to
many other contexts.
It is a smooth sauce
runnier than ketchup but
thicker and sweeter than
Tabasco.
It is very easy to mix
with mayo or other creamy
sauces that will dilute the
heat.

Salmon “BLT”
1 pint grape tomatoes, halved
2 Tbsp. olive oil
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. freshly ground black
pepper
1/4 cup light mayonnaise
1 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice
1 tsp. sriracha or other hot
sauce
CHEF'S TABLE | 22

An astronomical undertaking
... right from your yard
Area can easily see Comet NEOWISE currently streaking across nighttime sky
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Look, up in the sky. Birds
and planes are commonplace, but just now there’s
something super up
there, too. Discovered in
March, Comet NEOWISE
is currently visible to the
naked eye. Its luminous
tail aglow, the retrograde
giant continues to draw in
spectators throughout Waterloo’s region as it starts
to rise higher in the night
sky.
Ellen Papenburg of the
Kitchener Waterloo Royal
Astronomical Society (KW
RASC) says the comet will
be visible with binoculars
well into August.
She notes the astronomical community was
uncertain about how

visible the comet would
be, but they remained
hopeful. That hope paid
off, as NEOWISE – the size
of 54 football fields at five
kilometres in diameter –
can now be viewed by the
naked eye even in city environments.
A “long-time comet
observer and amateur
astronomer,” Papenburg
developed a real attraction
to comets during her first
viewing in 1970 of Comet
Bennet back in her birth
country of Holland. Papenburg moved to Canada
in 1983 and has actively
been viewing comets ever
since.
Currently, we remain in
the best time slot to view
the frozen giant, known
formally as C/1969 Y1, with
Papenburg offering the fol-

lowing viewing tips: “Have
a look into north-northwest direction of the horizon, and about 15 degrees
to 20 degrees above the
horizon. If you have your
arm stretched and you
make a fist – it’s about two
fists above the horizon –
and then with binoculars
you can easily see it if it’s
a clear sky. But you have to
be somewhere where you
have clear horizon, so on a
hill or on top of a building,
or go out of the city to have
a good view on the horizon
as well. And then you’re in
for a treat.”
The comet’s trajectory
continues upward, she
added
“Right now it’s climbing
towards the Big Dipper, so
it comes higher into the
sky. And it will be going

even beyond, but unfortunately, while it is climbing
up it’s also going farther
away from the sun and
therefore it’s really diminishing brightness.”
A comet this visible is
every amateur photographer’s dream introduction
to the world of astrophotography. Papenburg
suggests that if people are
interested in learning astrophotography to turn on
a night function on their
phone; however, it would
be ideal to use a DSLR
camera. She recommends
an iso between 400-800
and a wide-open aperture
with a shutter timing
around five seconds. Any
longer and a shutter without a tracker may result in
blurry images due to the
COMET | 24

If you haven’t heard…

WE HAVE TWO LOCATIONS
We do the same work at both locations.

The thing that determines which location you take your
vehicle to is who your service advisor is. The same
advisor will take care of you at each visit. When you book
your appointment you will be told where to take your car.

We look forward to taking care of you!

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better

20 Oriole Parkway E. | 47 Industrial Drive

Tel: (519) 669-1082

www.leroysautocare.net
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COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR

 CHEF'S TABLE: A spicy BLT
FROM 21
“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

Kleensweep
Carpet Care

Rugs and
Upholstery

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

T. 519.669.2033

COLLEEN

Cell: 519.581.7868

Truck &
Trailer
Maintenance
Cardlock
Fuel
Management

COMMERCIAL 24
HOUR
FUEL DEPOT CARDLOCK

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.
• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD
P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

NANCY
KOEBEL

Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life
Assurance Company

THURSDAY, JULY 23
 HOT DOG THURSDAYS! JOIN US FOR A FREE HOT-DOG AND
drink. Grab and go format. Social distancing measures
in place. Each Thursday in July and August from noon to 1
p.m. Located at the side of the WCS building. Both meat and
veggie dogs available.

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz
launched the Woolwich Residents Support Fund
(WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich Township Council.
The WRSF will initially address the anticipated unprecedented needs that many Woolwich
residents will experience due to the COVID-19
pandemic. However, the WRSF will continue to
address ongoing needs experienced by Woolwich
residents long after the pandemic has ended.
In general, the fund will provide one-time financial support to an applicant. However, we realize
that no two cases are the same. Unique situations
may require further support that otherwise
would not be accessible for the ongoing needs of
the individual.
Prior to an applicant drawing from the WRSF, the
Fund Review Committee will access other community services and funds that may be able to
support and/or provide for the individual.
While eligibility practices and an application
process are in place, it should be noted that in
unique, complex, crisis and acute circumstances
funds may be provided at the discretion of the
Fund Review Committee, assuming the core criteria of the fund are met.
“What a great example of the barn-raising spirit
that has always existed in Woolwich,” said Mayor
Shantz about the Fund during her video announcement on what would have been the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival day.

Additional information:
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1. Community Care Concepts of
Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2. Woolwich Community Services
3. Woolwich Counseling Centre
4. Woolwich Community Health Centre
Fund Administrator: Woolwich Community
Services

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director,
Community Care Concepts

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND
AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS
VERMONT
Castings

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

519.664.2008

Woolwich

Repairs Se
Service
All Makes & Models

Woolwich Residents Support Fund

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance,
business insurance, employee benefits programs,
critical illness insurance, disability coverage,
652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

Vacuum Sales,

• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Education and Treatment

Your First Step to
Better Hearing

1. Preheat oven to 350°F Line
baking sheet with parchment
paper.
2. In bowl, toss together grape
tomatoes, 1 Tbsp. of the oil,
and 1/4 tsp. each of the salt and
pepper. Spread over prepared
baking sheet. Bake in centre
of oven for 15-20 minutes. Set
aside to cool.
3. Preheat barbecue to medium-high heat. In small bowl, stir
together mayonnaise, lemon
juice and sriracha; set aside.
4. Cut salmon crosswise into six
equal portions. Brush salmon
portions with remaining 1 Tbsp.
oil and sprinkle with remaining
1/4 tsp. each of the salt and
pepper. Place turkey bacon
slices and salmon on grill,
perpendicular to the grates.

5. Split buns and toast on grill
cut side down for 1 minute or
until golden. Arrange on work
surface, cut side up. Spread
evenly with mayonnaise mixture. Divide roasted tomatoes
among bun bottoms. Arrange
one piece of salmon on top of
each, breaking up salmon as
necessary to fit on bun properly. Cut turkey slices in half;
arrange two pieces on top of
each sandwich. Divide spinach
among sandwiches and finish
with bun tops. Secure each
sandwich with two toothpicks
and cut in half.
Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of
“Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just
outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts
private events, banquets, team
building and cooking classes and
also run breakfast and lunch in
the café from Wed. – Sat; info@
chefduff.ca.







charlene@bauerhearing.com
25 Industrial Drive, Elmira






 

 
 
  








33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

Grill turkey bacon for 3 to 5
minutes, turning once halfway.
Grill salmon for 4 to 5 minutes,
turning once halfway, or just
until cooked through. Set turkey
bacon and salmon aside.

O B S E RV E R S U D O K U

519-669-9919

SANYO CANADIAN

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every
3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is
outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started.

PLACES OF FAITH

How can I
help you?

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement
is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events,
open houses and similar events do not qualify for free
advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are
to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Healthy
Communities

519-669-8362

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial
Ave., Elmira, ON N3B 2P6 or through the
website on the WCS Donate page.

The place to
get involved.

9 Church St. E., Elmira

1 – 2lb Salmon fillet
6 slices turkey bacon
6 multigrain ciabatta buns
2 cups lightly packed baby
spinach

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

519.514.6051

Join Us Online
Every Sunday

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

healthywoolwich.org

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

WOODSIDE

9:15 & 11:00 AM

woodsidechurch.ca/live
Elmira
Mennonite
Church

Worship: 9:30am
Summer Series:
How Can I Keep from Singing?
— Spirit-filled Singing
Erv Wiens preaching

Service moved on-line.
See www.elmiramennonite.ca.

58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

HEARING
ASSISTED
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Make this bright, creamy charred corn salad without the grill

f you're enjoying
grilled corn only
with butter and salt,
you're missing out. Take
just one bite of Mexican
street corn, called elote,
and you'll know why it
has become wildly popular in the United States.
A charred ear of corn is
slathered with rich, tangy
crema; coated with salty
cotija cheese; sprinkled
with chili powder; and
finished with a squeeze of
lime. This smoky, creamy,
bright, salty ear has just

one catch: It's messy to
eat.
Some vendors offer elote
in salad form (esquites),
with charred kernels layered or tossed with the
garnishes. You get the ideal ratio of flavors and textures in every bite but with
the convenience of a fork.
We wanted to make a recipe for this flavor-packed
side dish even when we
weren't firing up the grill.
To char the corn and
give the salad its signature
flavor, we turned to the

AMERICA'S TEST KITCHEN
stove. We cut the kernels
off the cob so more kernels
could come in contact
with the heat, then cooked
them in two batches, covered, to trap steam. After
just a few minutes, the
corn on the bottom was

perfectly charred and the
rest was juicy and tender.
It was time to dress
the dish. Mexican crema
can be hard to find, but a
combination of mayonnaise, sour cream and lime
juice produced a similar
creamy tang and clung
even better to the corn.
To give our salad heat and
bite, we stirred in some
sliced serrano chile, chili
powder, and garlic that we
toasted in the empty skillet after cooking the corn.
Finally, once the mixture

had cooled, we tossed in
cilantro, scallions, and
some salty crumbled cotija
cheese.
The next time we're
craving our favorite way
to eat corn, we can make a
batch in less time than it
takes to fire up the grill.

Mexican Corn
Salad (Esquites)
Serves 6 to 8

3 Tbsp. lime juice, plus extra
for seasoning (2 limes)

3 Tbsp. sour cream
1 Tbsp. mayonnaise
1 to 2 serrano chiles, stemmed
and cut into 1/8-inch-thick rings
Salt
2 Tbsp. plus 1 teaspoon
vegetable oil
6 ears corn, kernels cut from
cobs (6 cups)
2 garlic cloves, minced
1/2 tsp. chili powder
4 ounces cotija cheese, crumbled (1 cup)
3/4 cup coarsely chopped
fresh cilantro
3 scallions, sliced thin
KITCHEN | 24
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ACROSS
1. "Whew!"
4. Luger, e.g.
11. Further shorten,
maybe
16. "___ on my bed my
limbs I lay": Coleridge
17. Plays
18. Rinse, as with a
solvent
19. Skinny and tall
21. Actress Oberon
22. C-worthy?
23. Ale holder
24. Pelvic bones
25. Sky lantern
31. Slowly remove
34. Antiquity, in
antiquity
35. Back, in a way
36. Carbonium, e.g.
37. It had better be
short
38. Shaped
41. Mandrake
44. Big deal
45. Canned
46. Be theatrical
48. ___ noir
52. Arctic bird
55. Not for you
58. UK Conservative
party

62. Bank offering, for
short
63. Moray, e.g.
64. "___ we having
fun yet?"
65. Came in first
66. Commemorative
68. Poorly managed
72. ___ Tower
73. "The Matrix" hero
74. At one time, at
one time
78. Squirrel away
79. Price
83. Sammy Kaye's
"___ Tomorrow"
84. Less wordy
85. Mother Teresa,
for one
86. English exam
finale, often
87. Vigilantly
88. "Silent Spring"
subject
DOWN
1. Strengthen, with
"up"
2. Boat in "Jaws"
3. Abominable Snowman
4. Store convenience,
for short

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only
published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!
H E A LT H M AT T E R S

Many children develop nearsightedness
during elementary school years
DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My
son is nearsighted and
has been wearing glasses for three years. He's
now 10 and his prescription has gotten steadily
worse. His optometrist
says that it's not uncommon for kids to need a
new prescription every
six to eight months, but
I'm concerned. Should I
take my son to an ophthalmologist for a full
evaluation?
ANSWER: Your son's
changing eyesight sounds
like it is within the normal
range for a child his age.
Unless he has other symptoms or other health problems that could affect his
eyesight, it is unlikely that
he needs a consultation

with an ophthalmologist at
this time.
Nearsightedness, or
myopia, is a condition in
which you can see objects
that are near to you clearly,
but objects farther away are
blurry. Nearsightedness
happens when the cornea
-- the clear front surface
of your eye -- is curved too
much or when your eye is
longer than normal. That
causes light coming into
your eye to be focused in
front of the retina at the
back of your eye instead of
directly on the retina. The
result is blurry vision.
Many children develop
nearsightedness during the
early elementary school
years, often around ages 7
or 8. The condition usually
worsens throughout the

MAYO CLINIC
teen years as a child grows.
An increase in nearsightedness often is most rapid
during early adolescence,
around ages 11 to 13. It tends
to slow and then stabilize
by the late teens or early
20s.
It is uncommon for
changing eyesight to be
a symptom of another
underlying medical condition. Some rare genetic
disorders may be associated
with nearsightedness. But
in almost all cases, those

conditions have other signs
and symptoms that would
accompany the vision
changes.
Nearsightedness typically does not lead to other
eye conditions or raise a
child's risk for additional
eye problems, except in
rare situations, such as the
development of extreme
nearsightedness.
Fortunately, nearsightedness can be corrected
with eyeglasses or contact
lenses. To keep a child's
prescription up to date, it is
important to have regular
eye exams. This is especially true during the years
when eyesight is changing
quickly. Timely exams
can detect vision changes
promptly so the prescripHEALTH | 24

5. Even if, briefly
6. "And I Love ___"
7. Decorative flap
8. Character
9. Hackneyed
10. Common Market:
Abbr.
11. Bail
12. Bumper sticker
word
13. Otherwordly
14. Free
15. ___ bit
20. Hobbit nemesis
24. Chip dip
26. Prince of Wales,
e.g.
27. Bit
28. Elbow
29. "Fantasy Island"
prop
30. Affirmative action
31. Cotton fabric
32. Con
33. "Green Gables"
girl
38. Sidekick
39. "Unimaginable as
___ in Heav'n": Milton
40. Centers of activity
42. June 6, 1944
43. Bypass
47. A-list

49. "Not on ___!"
50. Beat it
51. Congers
53. Move
54. Self-paradoxical
riddles
56. Persia, now
57. The original free
trade
58. Cap
59. Prayers
60. Sit again
61. Biochemistry abbr.
66. One who smokes
67. Addict
69. Newswoman
Shriver
70. Distort
71. Like "The X-Files"
75. Coat
76. Gulf war missile
77. Camping gear
78. Cast
79. "Dilbert" cartoonist Scott Adams has
one: Abbr.
80. Lizard, old-style
81. ___ Aviv
82. Be nosy
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 KITCHEN: An ear of corn awaits a good charring
FROM 23

1. the corn and spread into an
even layer. Sprinkle with 1/4
teaspoon salt. Cover and cook,
without stirring, until the corn
touching skillet is charred,
about 3 minutes. Remove
skillet from heat and let stand,
covered, for 15 seconds, until
any popping subsides. Transfer corn to the bowl with the
sour cream mixture. Repeat
with 1 tablespoon oil, 1/4 teaspoon salt and remaining corn.
2. Return the now-empty
skillet to medium heat and

add the remaining 1 teaspoon
oil, garlic and chili powder.
Cook, stirring constantly, until
fragrant, about 30 seconds.
Transfer garlic mixture to the
bowl with corn mixture and
toss to combine. Let cool for at
least 15 minutes.
3. Add cotija, cilantro and
scallions and toss to combine.
Season salad with salt and up
to 1 tablespoon extra lime juice
to taste. Serve.
Recipe notes: If desired, substitute plain Greek yogurt for

the sour cream. We like serrano chiles here, but you can
substitute a jalapeno chile that
has been halved lengthwise
and sliced into 1/8-inch-thick
half-moons. Adjust the amount
of chiles to suit your taste. If
cotija cheese is unavailable,
substitute feta cheese.

$
FROM

earth’s rotation. A phone or
camera can be placed on a
telescope’s eyehole, handheld or used in combination with a tripod to ensure
the sharpness of the image.
The Kitchener Waterloo
Royal Astronomical Society

has been conducting socially distant star viewing parties with masks, usually at
McLellan Park in Kitchener.
It is hard to arrange viewing
dates in advance with a
need for clear skies, so the
organization posts under
their Facebook account ‘As-

For 25 years, confident cooks in
the know have relied on America's
Test Kitchen for rigorously
tested recipes developed by
professional test cooks and
vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe
testers. See more online at www.
americastestkitchen.com/TCA.

tronomy in Kitchener-Waterloo’ when an event will
take place.
Papenburg encourages
readers curious to learn
more about the local world
of astronomy to view the
KW RASC website at www.
kw.rasc.ca.

FROM 23

Although your son's situation does not sound like it
is out of the ordinary, have
a detailed conversation
with his eye care provider.
Talk to your son's optometrist about your concerns.
Get more information
about exactly how quickly
your son's prescription is
changing and where that
falls within the normal
range. If you have any
questions, ask.
If you still are worried or
have additional concerns
after that conversation,

then it may be time to
seek a second opinion or
consider another provider
for your son. An eye care
professional trained and
experienced in evaluating
children – either an optometrist or an ophthalmologist – should be able to provide a thorough eye exam
and offer clear information
about a child's eye health.
Mayo Clinic Q & A is an educational
resource and doesn't replace regular
medical care. For more information,
visit www.mayoclinic.org.

$
FROM

TILE

starting at

$9.95

.com
519.744.2248

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener
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1

57
PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

99
PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

CLICK ENGINEERED

99
PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

BASEBOARDS

MORE STYLES AND
SIZES TO CHOOSE

67

¢

/LIN FT

WWW.

1

55
PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

HIGH
GLOSS
LAMINATE

$
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1

97
PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

GLASS &
STONE
BACKSPLASH

$

FROM

1

99
PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

3/4” THICK

NATURAL
HARD MAPLE

$
FROM

RUGS

MDF
PRIMED WHITE

FROM

FROM

HARDWOOD

HANDSCRAPED
HARDWOOD

2

$

4MM THICK

BACKSPLASH

HARDWOOD

$

SPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

LAMINATE

CARRARA
TILE

Rent soft water
*for first three months

REG 2.99

12X24 POLISHED

FROM

mth

PER SQ FT

12MM
THICK
LAMINATE

 HEALTH: Many options to deal with nearsightedness
tion can be adjusted when
needed.
Nearsightedness also can
be treated with laser surgery of the cornea, but that
approach generally is not
recommended for children.
Recent research has suggested that using eyedrops
with the medication atropine may slow the progression of nearsightedness.
Health care providers in
the U.S. now use atropine
for moderate levels of nearsightedness.

1

00

LAMINATE

 COMET: Now is prime time for viewing NEOWISE
FROM 21

CLICK
VINYL
PLANKS

2

69
PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

4’ X 6’
AREA RUGS
CLEARANCE

$
FROM

9

99
EACH

REG 59.99
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