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CREATIVE ARTS

With COVID, 
gallery shows 
go virtual for 
Elmira painter
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WE ARE OPEN!
stjacobsmarket.com @stjacobsmarket

650 Weber St N, Waterloo
519-888-9992

stonelandscapes.ca
info@stonelandscapes.ca

CLEARANCE PAVERS
 • Over 35,000 sqft available
 • As low as $1.75/sqft
 • All under $3.50/sqft
 • 7 styles to choose from
 • Pave patios or driveways 
Further clearance items available,

Work on the new Hwy. 7 to resume in 2021
ONTARIO

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

On hold for the past cou-
ple of years, work on the 
new Highway 7 between 
Kitchener and Guelph will 
resume next year, the prov-
ince announced this week.

Construction on the 
four-lane, controlled ac-
cess route began in 2015, 

but stopped in 2018 as the 
newly elected Ford govern-
ment reviewed its finances. 

The resumption of work 
on the project was part of a 
$764-million commitment 
to expansion and a larger 
$2.6 billion for highway 
infrastructure across the 
province to expand and re-
pair  highways and bridges. 

“Today I’m happy to HWY. 7 | 07

The water and park setting draw people to Snyder's Flats in Bloomingdale, where parking, trespassing and littering continue to be issues for Woolwich Township and GRCA officials. [DAMON MACLEAN]

announce on behalf of Car-
oline Mulroney, Ontario’s 
minister of transportation, 
that our government is 
moving ahead with a clear 
commitment to fund the 
construction of a new high-
way seven between Kitch-
ener and Guelph. The new 
Highway 7 will connect a 
fast growing urban centre 
of Kitchener, Waterloo and 

Guelph and provide relief 
to the heavily travelled 
401,” Kitchener-Conesto-
ga MPP Mike Harris said 
Wednesday in a video con-
ference. 

Included in this expan-
sion will be 18 kilometres 
of four-lane freeway 
and seven interchanges, 
including a multilevel 
freeway to freeway inter-

change connecting the new 
Highway 7 and Highway 
85. A new crossing over the 
Grand River and local road 
improvements to enhance 
traffic operations will also 
come as the project is un-
dertaken. That portion of 
the project is considered 
to be phase three, with 
the first two parts either 
already completed or cur-

rently underway. 
“Phase One has been 

completed already, which 
was a lot of the work in 
and around Highway 85 
in Victoria Street, namely 
the Victoria Street bridge 
replacement, and, obvious-
ly, all of the connections 
and everything that comes 
with that. Phase two has 

BLOOMINGDALE |  SNYDERS' FLATS
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CONSERVE WATER, 
KNOW YOUR WATERING DAY

Once-per-week  
lawn watering is in effect 

May 31 - September 30.

For more information: 519-575-4400  •  www.regionofwaterloo.ca/water

5:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Remember that lawn watering days are 
based on the last digit in your house number.
If your address ends in:
 0 or 1 your watering day is:  Monday
 2 or 3 Tuesday
 4 or 5 Wednesday
 6 or 7 Thursday
 8 or 9 Friday

The following activities are permitted 
during the above watering hours for 

even-numbered addresses on even days 
of the month and for odd-numbered 

addresses on odd days of the month:
• Watering of shrubs, trees and gardens

• Washing of vehicles
• Pool top-ups

Thanks for doing your part!
For newly planted sod/seed lawns 
and nematode applications contact 

the Region for a permit.

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

It’s not back to business 
as usual, but many of the 
businesses in St. Jacobs 
are making a go of it under 
phase 3 of the province’s 
reopening plan.

Typically associated 
with tourism, the village is 
banking on the enticement 
of summery weather and 
a shop-local sentiment to 
help with its recovery.

Small businesses were 
hit particularly hard by 
the COVID-19 crisis. Many 
of the businesses that 
closed during the lock-
down are now reopening, 
and there are renewed 
signs of life, says Edward 
Denyer, chair of the St. 
Jacobs Business Improve-
ment Area (BIA).

Some of the group’s 
members remained open 
through the height of the 
pandemic, offering curb-
side pick-up and delivery 
option, whereas others 
were required to wait until 
phase 2 before they could 
get back to it. 

The reopening is hap-
pening under strict guide-
lines, with many of the 
operations sporting a new 
look in greeting visitors 
who may not be the usual 

St. Jacobs BIA seeing recovery in village as economy reopens
tourists.

“We have a connotation 
of tourists as someone 
from faraway that came 
here, made a huge voyage 
to make it. I think what 
we’re seeing mostly is what 
I would consider quasi-lo-
cal. So, Elmira, Waterloo, 
Kitchener, sometimes 
Cambridge. But for the 
most part, these are com-
munities that are within 
10-15 minutes, where 
people have found that is 
a great place to kind of be 
outdoors, escape, walk us 
trails,” said Denyer of those 
making their way to the 
village.

St. Jacobs BIA board 
coordinator Carrie 
Briscoe adds “that there’s 
a big push for everyone 
to want to be supporting 
local.”

That push is particular-
ly visible now that patios 
are reopened, with people 
visiting the likes of Block 
Three Brewing, the village 
Biergarten and the large 
tent between the Stone 
Crock and St. Jacobs Grill, 
an initiative by the Fat 
Sparrow group.

Though pleased to see 
the village coming alive 
again, the BIA is remain-
ing cautiously optimistic, 
said Denyer, pointing to 

the possibility of a second 
wave of COVID-19 cases.

“[There] is every concern 
in the world that this can 
happen or continue to hap-
pen based on what we’ve 
seen south of the border. 
Canadians have kept a lev-
el head in this pandemic, 
and have taken measures 
and taken precautions in a 
timely manner. And I think 
that if we continue to do 
so, it will be manageable. I 
think if we lose our heads 
and just decide everything 
should be open, we’re set-
ting ourselves up for fail-
ure,” he said.

“If you look across the 
world, in other countries 
that have experienced 
already this whole phe-
nomenon one time at 
least, you’ve got to be 
prepared for it to happen 
again. And until there’s 
some kind of vaccination 
solution, it could be a re-
curring thing in a cyclical 
manner, depending on 
flu strains or flu epidemic 
similarities.” 

As part of its cautious 
approach, the BIA has 
cancelled all of its planned 
events for the remainder 
of the year, including the 
Christmastime St. Jacobs 
Sparkles.

“We’re still hoping to 

light up the town for the 
holiday season and make 
it look beautiful. But we’re 
also very aware and hes-
itant to create anything 
that would draw crowds 
because of the pandemic,” 
said Briscoe.

The BIA has partnered 
with Waterloo Region 
Small Business Centre to 
promote webinars that 
cover topics ranging from 
business promotion and 
marketing and social 
media. Leslie Kay, social 
media coordinator from 
the BIA, has been provid-
ing members with social 
media packages to help 
support communities 
during this period of un-
certainty. 

Briscoe encourages peo-
ple to continue to come 
and support businesses 
within the village of St. 
Jacobs, “Everyone’s having 
this strong sense of com-
munity pride through this 
pandemic. I think that’s 
fantastic, because we do 
have a really great com-
munity within St. Jacobs, 
within Woolwich, and Wa-
terloo Region – we’re very 
proud of, of where we’re 
located.”

To learn more about the 
BIA, visit www.stjacobsvil-
lage.com/about-bia.

Edward Denyer heads the BIA in St. Jacobs, where measures are in place to 
welcome back visitors to the village. [DAMON MACLEAN]

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Consistently low numbers 
of new COVID-19 cases 
paved the way for Waterloo 
Region to be part of stage 3 
of the province’s reopening 
plan as of July 17. Residents 
will have to keep taking 
precautions if restrictions 
are too remain loosened, 
say local officials.

Much of the province is 
moving to wider reopen-
ings, though harder-hit 
areas such as Toronto, the 
GTA and Windsor will re-
main in stage 2.

Here, efforts to slow the 
virus have paid off, said Dr. 
Hsiu-Li Wang, the region’s 
acting medical officer of 
health.

“As of this Friday, we 
are able to move to stage 
3 because of your efforts 
to date. But we continue 
to have a collective re-
sponsibility, each of us 
[must] do what we can to 
continue to slow the spread 
of COVID-19. We must con-
tinue to protect each other, 
and we must move forward 
with the utmost vigilance,” 
she said in a video briefing 
July 14.

Region moves into stage 3 of 
province’s reopening plan

While most businesses 
will be able to open their 
doors and many public 
spaces will now be accessi-
ble, all safety precautions 
remain in effect. Social cir-
cles remain limited at ten, 
for example.

Indoor settings such as 
bars, performance theatres, 
restaurants and gyms are 
now allowed to reopen 
with a posted capacity of 
50 people inside at a time, 
subject to meeting social 
distancing measures that 
must continue to be fol-
lowed to fight the further 
spread of COVID-19. Out-
doors, gatherings of up to 
100 are permitted, allowing 
for the use of some play-
ground and the resump-
tion of team sports in some 
capacity.

Operations deemed of 
higher risk – buffet restau-
rants and amusement 
parks, for instance – will 
remain closed.

The region’s newly ad-
opted mandatory mask 
policy will remain in ef-
fect. Officials report the 
public has largely taken 
to heart measures to slow 
the spread of the virus, 
noting that no charges for 

violating rules were laid 
over the previous week. 
Of the 110 complaints fol-
lowed up by the region, 92 
were resolved by providing 
information or warnings 
to those involved and 18 
required no action.

New figures this week 
show progress in the battle 
with the novel coronavi-
rus. At midweek, there 
were just 50 active cases 
of COVID-19, the lowest 
number in months. Cumu-
latively, there have been 
1,347 cases since the virus 
was first identified in the 
region, of which 1,179 (88 
per cent) have been re-
solved.

COVID-19 has claimed 
118 lives, the latest a wom-
an in her 80s who is be-
lieved to have contracted 
the virus through commu-
nity contact. While long-
term care and retirement 
homes have seen more 
than 80 per cent of the 
deaths, there is currently 
just one institutional out-
break: a staff member at a 
Cambridge facility.

There have been 41,915 
tests conducted in the re-
gion, of which 1,346 have 

REOPENING | 04
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

A bridge over the Nith River near New Hamburg is 
slated for replacement now that Wilmot has secured 
$3.5 million in funding from the federal and provincial 
governments. Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis 
and MPP Mike Harris were among those on hand for 
the July 8 announcement about the Bridge Street 
structure.

If the drought isn’t doing a number on your lawn, 
you’d better hope the weeds don’t run amok: 
beginning last week and running through August, 
there’s a region-wide ban on the use of pesticides. 
Waterloo Region’s controversial pesticide bylaw 
came into e� ect this year, putting some controls on 
the use of herbicides, fungicides and insecticides. 
For July and August, the bylaw grows teeth, ban-
ning the use of chemicals in all but urgent cases.

From the July 14, 2007 edition of The Observer

BRIDGE FUNDING FROM THE ARCHIVES 

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

BEHIND THE LENS

Natalie Stevanus' photo (inset) was a finalist in a local contest as well as one in the UK. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Bloomingdale's Natalie Stevanus a fi nalist in International contest for winning image

Local photographer's photo 
recognized here and abroad

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

A finalist in The Observer’s 
Stronger Together photo 
contest, Bloomingdale pho-
tographer Natalie Stevanus 
is also a finalist in the UK’s 
‘My Perspective’ contest for 
the same image of a man 
walking across a bridge 
alongside his dog.

The UK contest is an 
annual event open to pho-
tographers from across the 
world living with down 
syndrome, one to which 
Stevanus is no stanger: 
she’s been a finalist four 
years running.

Her mother, Linda 
Stevanus, says Natalie’s 
talent was noticeable right 
from the first time she 
picked up a camera during 

a family visit to a cottage. 
After a successful sea-

son at the family’s farm 
(Stevanus Farms), the fam-
ily would go on a trip. “We 
always went away some-
where as a family to kind 
of regroup and get back 
into a regular routine,” 
said Linda.  A standard 
part of this trip was a visit 
to the Royal Winter Fair 
and then a stay at a hotel. 
However, they decided one 
year to ask in-laws if they 
would keep their cottage 
open. The family visited 
the cottage the first week 
of winter and were treated 
to a snowfall that cut the 
power, prompting Natalie 
to head out to take pictures 
of the surrounding winter 
wonderland.

It turned out she had a 

Gardening group 
undertakes work 
with an eye 
towards next year

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Gardening blossomed 
during the coronavirus 
crisis, an activity that 
both provides an outlet 
for all the extra time on 
our hands and as a way to 
supplement food supplies 
during a time of uncer-
tainty.

It’s a boom time for 
home owners as a family 
friendly undertaking, but 
less so for group activities 
such as those normally 
carried out by the local 
horticultural society. The 
junior gardeners program, 
for instance, has seen some 
activity, but nothing like 
what would normally be 
the case.

“We were able to put in 
six raised beds in part of 
our junior garden plot last 
week and then filled them 
up with soil. The other half 
is currently covered to help 
keep it weed-free,” said 
Christine Webb, president 
of Woolwich Gardeners, 
the new name for what was 
Elmira and District Hor-
ticultural Society, noting 
response from members 
and volunteers remains 
strong.

JL’s Home Hardware on 
Duke Street was one of the 
many contributors to the 
renovations. The donated 
lumber and screws for 
Woolwich Gardeners to as-
semble the six new raised 
beds. Another contributor 
was Conestoga Contract-
ing, who helped cover the 
weed-infested area at no 

cost. Elmview Farms also 
helped by supplying the 
soil.

“We’re just amazed that 
you ask and you will re-
ceive from our community. 
As soon as we told them 
what we were going to do 
and why, they were like, 
‘yeah, what can we do?’”

President of the group 
for six years now, Webb 
also currently acts as an 
education coordinator for 
the organization, arranging 
speakers for the program.

In the immediate af-
termath of the COVID-19 
lockdown, almost all of the 
group’s activities were on 
hold. With the loosening 
of restrictions in stage 1 
allowing community gar-
dens, the upkeep made 
it difficult to justify the 
launch of this year’s junior 
plot with no guarantee on 
if it would be able to oper-
ate as hoped. 

“Our whole purpose here 
is just to get it prepared 
and get interest and have 
it looking nice for next 
spring,” said Webb.

The program typically 
sees a group of 10-12 young 
kids ranging from the age 
of eight to 12 or so. 

“One of our mandates of 
our horticultural society is 
to teach youth, to educate 
youth about the joys of 
gardening and everything 
to do with horticulture so 
that as they grow they can 
incorporate that into their 
lives, too. And it’s not just 
for education, it’s also for 
well-being,” she explained, 

GARDENING | 04

good eye for photography.
Following that discovery, 

Natalie participated in the 
‘buddy walk’ hosted by the 
local Down syndrome as-
sociation, which includes a 
market area. There, vendors 
can sell crafts, baked goods 
and pieces of art such as 
Natalie’s photographs.

“It’s to make people 
aware positive things about 
people with Down syn-
drome, so they rent a space 
and they do a walk around 
community with signs,” 
said Linda. 

Natalie also entered an 
art contest hosted by the 
Canadian Down Syndrome 
Society, one year earning 
an honourable mention. 
Most of the entries were 
paintings and drawings, 
but a worker forwarded an 

email about the ‘My Per-
spective’ contest, which 
Natalie has been entering 
each year since.

Self-expression can be 
difficult for those with 
Down syndrome, but Na-
talie has embraced photog-
raphy as a way to display 
her artistic side – “every-
thing” is her favourite part 
of photography.

Among the categories 
in this year’s UK contest 
is a people’s choice award. 
Online voting is open un-
til July 20 at 7 p.m. (EDT) 
at www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/YJJDMB8. 

While the family has 
typically travelled to attend 
the awards in person, this 
year’s is strictly a virtual 
event, as is the case with so 
many events.
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Notice of Intention to Pass a By-Law
The Region of Waterloo intends to pass a By-law To Define The Policy And Procedures 
Governing The Sale And Other Disposition Of Land By The Regional Municipality Of Waterloo 
(Disposal of Land By-law).The proposed By-law will repeal and replace By-law 95-034 and the 
Regional Property Disposition Policy to establish procedures for the sale and other disposition of 
Land owned by The Regional Municipality of Waterloo, including the deeming surplus of certain 
classes of land (such as lands or easements acquired pursuant to an approval under the 
:Planning Act” that are no longer required if conveyed to the owner or their successor, and 
lands or easements to be conveyed to an Area Municipality or utility), appraisal requirements, 
circulation procedures and methods of sale of surplus land.

The by-law will be considered at the Regional Council Meeting scheduled for:

Thursday, August 20, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.
Regional Municipality of Waterloo
Meeting to be held electronically

To view a copy of the proposed by-law please contact the clerk’s office at regionalclerk@
regionofwaterloo.ca.  You can provide your comments by making a written submission, or by 
participating in the meeting by phone or video conference. Please provide a written submission 
to, or register as a delegation, with the Region's Council and Administrative Services Division at 
regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca by 4:00 p.m. by Wednesday, August 19, 2020. If you 
require accessible services or technical assistance, please contact the Council & Administrative 
Services Division. 

This notice is in accordance with the “Municipal Act”, 2001.
Kris Fletcher, Director, Council and Administrative Services/Regional Clerk

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies 
regarding this by-law are being collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision.  
Under the “Municipal Act”, personal information such as name, address, telephone number, 
and property location that may be included in a submission becomes part of the public record. 
Questions regarding the collection of this information should be referred to Council & 
Administrative Services.

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

The togetherness is a little 
more figurative this year, 
but the hotdogs are still 
very much real.

Free Hotdog Thursdays 
were launched last year 
by Woolwich Community 
Services (WCS) as way to 
the community to come 
together over the summer. 
It was a way to offer the 
community a chance to 
socialize with friends and 
neighbours while enjoying 
a free lunch. 

Despite social distanc-
ing measures and limits 
on gatherings this time 
around, WCS has brought 

Distancing rules in place, but the hotdogs are still free at WCS
the event back this year so 
people are able to get out 
and drop by for a snack one 
hour each week.

The second annual hot-
dog Thursday event kicked 
off July 9 around the side 
of the WCS building at 5 
Memorial Ave. From 12 
p.m. to 1 p.m. residents 
came out and lined up at a 
safe social distance to get 
their free hotdog – meat or 
vegetarian – and a drink.

Leigh-Anne Quinn, com-
munity engagement co-or-
dinator with WCS, says the 
inspiration to start this 
really was about bringing 
the community together 
and this is something they 
hope to continue for years 

to come. 
“The event is hosted 

and run by WCS, but it’s 
funded by deferred money 
we received from [the] 100 
Woolwich Women Who 
Care group. And so last 
year was our first year. 
And our goal is really to 
give people a fun place to 
go for free, and to build 
community while break-
ing bread with each other,” 
said Quinn.“This year, 
we’re offering only a grab-
and-go format due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and, 
of course, we’re practicing 
social distancing.”

Quinn says last year they 
saw between 55 and 75 and 
it’s expected that those 

ment. Quinn says they are 
taking their guidelines 
from public heath on the 
matter, so if things change 
a place to commune may 
be added in the future. 
This year the event has 
added a misting station so 
people waiting in line can 
get a little respite from the 
heat. 

People coming by also 
drop off donations – al-
though they are not asking 
for them during the course 
of this event. 

Free Hotdog Thursdays 
runs every week – with 
the exception of August 6 
when they host their annu-
al youth centre barbecue – 
until the end of August. 

numbers will continue 
throughout the entirety of 
the run.

Last year, tables and 
chairs were offered to those 

who wanted to take a seat 
and enjoy their hotdog in 
the sunshine, however, 
COVID-19 is making that 
not possible at the mo-

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

The temperatures broke 
earlier in the week, but 
there was precious little 
rain following a prolonged 
heat wave and drought, 
so Waterloo Region’s wa-
ter-conservation rules are 
in full effect just now.

As has been the case 
since 2005, summer brings 
a regional bylaw that limits 
outdoor water use by 10 per 

Officials call for reduced water use due to dry spell, hot temperatures
cent. Use is permitted only 
between 5:30-10 a.m. and 
7-11 p.m., with lawn water-
ing just once a week. 

Steve Gombos, the re-
gion’s manager of water 
efficiency, says the rules 
are in place to help with 
the goal of a 10 per cent 
reduction while also drop-
ping the peak demand.

“Because during the hard-
er parts of the day – in the 
summer – the water evapo-
rates more than it soaks into 

the ground so it’s a waste 
of water at that time. We 
generally want to make sure 
people don’t waste water 
outside and that’s why the 
water bylaw is in effect,” said 
Gombos. “If everybody wa-
ters their lawn on the same 
day, then our peak demand 
would be so high that our 
water supply system can’t 
regenerate fast enough so 
we then start depleting our 
water in storage and storage 
tanks – we have the reser-

voirs throughout the region 
that store water to supply in 
during higher demand times 
when we can’t keep up with 
it in our water system.”

The measures also en-
sure there’s enough water 
on hand for an emergency 
such as a large fire. 

Lawn-watering is partic-
ularly restricted, running 
Monday to Friday, with 
allocation based on the last 
digit of you home address. 
Homes ending with the dig-
its zero or one can water on 
Monday, two and three on 
Tuesday, four and five on 
Wednesday, six and seven 
on Thursday and eight and 

nine on Friday. Watering 
plants and other small 
patches of greenery can be 
done every other day and 
allows odd numbered hous-
es to water on odd days and 
even numbered houses to 
water on even days.

The Grand River Con-
servation Authority is also 
looking for residents in the 
watershed to cut consump-
tion by 10 per cent due to 
the dry spell. The low rain-
fall, coupled with the hot 
temperature, has contrib-
uted to reduced streams 
flows on a number of trib-
utaries through the water-
shed, the agency reported 

last week in announcing 
the watershed is at level 1 
under the Ontario Low Wa-
ter Response Program.

In the region, fines will 
be imposed on people who 
do not adhere to the water-
ing guidelines with fines 
starting at $150 for a first 
offence. Gombos says the 
region is proactive in their 
enforcement of the bylaw 
saying they have students 
and bylaw officers pa-
trolling to ensure they are 
“less reactive to these mat-
ters and more proactive.”

More information can 
be found online at www.
regionofwaterloo.ca.

noting the mental-health 
benefits of gardening.

Webb encourages 
anyone that may be in-
terested in joining the 
Woolwich Gardeners to 

Leigh-Anne Quinn will be serving up free hotdogs every Thursday until the end 
of August at the WCS office. [SEAN HEEGER]

get in contact with the or-
ganization through social 
media accounts on both 
Facebook and Instagram. 
Current membership is 
about 140, perhaps not 
surprisingly down from 

last year’s 170 and an av-
erage-year number of 200 
members. Membership 
costs just $12, and offers 
the benefit of discounts 
to some local establish-
ments.

 � GARDENING: Most of the work remains on hold
FROM 03

The Woolwich Gardeners recently rejuvenated the junior gardeners’ plot next to the skatepark in Elmira, with some help 
from local businesses contributing supplies. [SUBMITTED]

been positive, an infection 
rate of 3.2 per cent.

Neighbouring Wel-
lington-Dufferin-Guelph 
(WDG) Public Health re-
ported of 497 cases to date. 
Of those, 443  have been 
resolved showing a recov-
ery rate of 89.1 per cent. 

 � REOPENING: Officials urge continued precautions
FROM 02 There have been 37 deaths 

in the catchment area. 
The Ministry of Health 

reported 37,052 cases of 
the novel coronavirus in 
Ontario on Wednesday, an 
increase of 0.3 per cent over 
the previous day. There have 
been 2,732 deaths attributed 
to the virus, representing a 

mortality rate of 7.4 per cent. 
The ministry reports 32,920 
cases (88.8 per cent) have 
been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
108,486 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 nationwide, with 
8,798 related deaths, a mor-
tality rate of  8.1 per cent. 
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$6.99

CAP ON

BEEF BRISKET

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$8.14 /lbSMOKED TURKEY BREAST     

$4.69
/lb Reg.$5.99 /lb

DELI SLICED

/lb

Puppy Introduction to Grooming

DID YOU 
KNOW?

All dog breeds 
require grooming. 
3 months of age 

is the perfect time to 
introduce your puppy 

to their groomer.

Call for details 

25 Industrial Dr., ELMIRA, ON

519-669-4374

A report released this week, 
Advancing a Cybersecure 
Canada, found that 57 per 
cent of Canadians reported 
being the victim of a cyber-
crime; 31 per cent uninten-
tionally installed or down-
loaded a computer virus or 
malware; 28 per cent expe-
rienced a data breach that 
exposed personal informa-
tion; and 22 per cent had an 
online account hacked.

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

JULY 9

■ 4:28 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to Ebycrest Road and Bridge 
Street East in Woolwich 
Township for a report of a 
single-vehicle collision. A grey 
Toyota was travelling east on 
Bridge Street when it struck 
a deer crossing the road. No 
injuries were reported. No 
charges were laid. 

■ 5:45 PM | Three vehicles 
collided at the intersection of 
Fountain and Victoria streets 
in. A white Volkswagen turned 

New initiative takes aim at cybercrime

The report is the work 
of Cybersecure Policy Ex-
change (CPX), powered by 
RBC, setting out an ambi-
tious policy agenda that 
addresses findings from 
new survey data.

The goal of CPX is to 
broaden and deepen the 
discussion about cyberse-
curity and digital privacy 
policy in Canada, and to 
create and advance innova-

tive policy responses, from 
idea generation to imple-
mentation, the organiza-
tion said in a release.

“Cybersecurity has 
quickly become one of 
the most important issues 
of our time,” said Laurie 
Pezzente, senior vice-presi-
dent of global cyber securi-
ty and chief security officer 
at RBC. “As a leading orga-
nization in cybersecurity 

entrusted to keep our cli-
ents data safe and secure, 
RBC is proud to support 
the Cybersecure Policy Ex-
change and its ambitious 
policy agenda. Questions 
of privacy and security are 
paramount for all Canadi-
ans and policymakers, and 
proper governance of these 
issues will ultimately con-
tribute to a more prosper-
ous and equitable world.”

in front of oncoming tra�  c 
and collided with a white 
Mazda and black Chevrolet. 
As a result of the collision,   
the male driver of the white 
Volkswagen was charged with 
‘turn – not in safety.’

■ 10:12 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded to 
Victoria and Woolwich streets 
in Breslau following a sin-
gle-vehicle collision involving 
a motorcycle. The rider was 
travelling south on Ebycrest  
Road and turned left onto Vic-
toria Street when they struck 
the median. The rider was 

transported to hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries. 
No charges were laid. 

JULY 10

■ 9:04 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded to 
Steinman Street in New Ham-
burg for a report of a collision 
involving three vehicles. A 
grey Mitsubishi was travelling 
south on Steiman Street when 
it swerved to avoid striking a 
cat crossing the road. The ve-
hicle proceeded to sideswipe 
two vehicles that were parked 
along the roadway. The driver 

of the Mitsubishi was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’

JULY 13

■ 9:07 AM | A report of a 
theft brought police to a Line 
86, Wellesley address. The 
complainant advised that 
sometime between July 11 
and July 12, two Raleigh bikes 
valued at $4,700 to $5,700 
were stolen from outside 
the business. Anyone with 
information is encouraged to 
contact police at 519-570-9777 
or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Remember sitting at the 
library ready to hear some-
one read from the latest 
popular book, or com-
miserating with friends 
over the meaning behind 
a plotline at book club? 
Programs like these and 
so many more have been 
offered at local libraries for 
years, meant to inspire the 
love of reading in people of 
all ages. Of course, getting 
together for these types of 
things is on hold just now, 
as the measures imple-
mented to stop the corona-
virus keep us apart. 

The restrictions don’t 
mean library programs 
have ground to a halt, 
however. The Region of 
Waterloo Library (RWL), 
for instance, has taken its 
programming to the digital 
world, giving us another 
avenue take part, share, 
and dive into the literary 
world. 

Since March, programs 
like book club and many 
others have moved online. 
In fact, most of the pro-
gramming offered by RWL 
has moved in that direc-
tion, with the exception of 
a few programs like ‘Baby 
and Me’ which “does not 
translate well to the online 
world,” says Sheryl Tilley, 
manager of library services 
with RWL. 

“We’ve tried to move 
every single program on-
line,[however], there are 

Region Library moves the Summer Reading Club online

some that do not trans-
late easily (to the digital 
world),” said Tilley. “Some 
of that doesn’t translate 
well, but we’ll be looking 
into that [and] we’re doing 
a lot of thinking for the fall 
programming [and consid-
ering] what that is going to 
look like as the guidelines 
change or if the guidelines 
change (allowing us to re-
open).”

Some upcoming online 
programs include book 
club on July 23 and August 
20, Summer Reading Club 
– which will be running 
throughout the summer 
and ending August 31 – and 
even online events such as 
trivia and Dungeons and 
Dragons, meant to give 
youth a chance to connect 
and participate with oth-
ers. 

Offering so much online 
programming is new ter-
ritory for RWL, but Tilley 

said the transition has 
gone well. Going digital has 
allowed them to expand 
some programs such as the 
journaling program they 
ran a month ago, and they 
have seen an increase in 
their social media and on-
line presence because of it. 

While some online pro-
grams such as the book 
club will be limited in the 
number of participants, 
others can allow for an 
infinite number of partici-
pants and will not be limit-
ed, she said. 

Book club will allow up 
to 12 people to take part 
in the event each month. 
Tilley says that’s the per-
fect number they found 
so everyone involved can 
participate and have an 
effective discussion, so 
there’s no change from the 
usual in-person routine. 
The online programs run 
on the same schedule as 

they would in person, but 
people can register online, 
read at their own pace, 
and then participate in the 
online call. Books can be 
reserved and picked up 
through the takeout service 
being offered, or they can 
go online and get a digital 
copy of the book.

Also moving online is 
the Summer Reading Club. 
RWL has taken part in 
this program for the last 
15 years, giving more than 
1,000 kids each year a fun 
reason to read. Kids are 
encouraged to read books 
and they are also able to 
take part in missions like 
building a fort or going on 
a virtual museum tour, all 
meant to help kids learn 
while they have fun.

Tilley says this was one 
of the trickier programs 
to move online, but it is 
also one where kids can 
take part in more than just 

reading. In return for all 
the hard work done, they 
get points that can then be 
turned in for prizes at their 
library branches. She says 
while some kids may get a 
kick out of the prizes, at the 
end of the day this is about 
the love of reading.

“[If] you read 100 min-
utes and you get a certain 
number of points [and 
when]… you reach a certain 
reading point levels, you’re 
actually eligible for prizes. 
And so, you can go to your 
branch, and you can pick 
up your prize bag of good-
ies in it. And the higher up 

you go in terms of levels 
– as in how much you’ve 
read – you’re eligible for 
different levels of prizes. 
And then there’s a top level 
of prizes that are amazing, 
amazing,” said Tilley.“If I 
was a child, I’d be reading 
like crazy to put my name 
in for these prizes. But it’s 
not about the prize. It’s 
about the love of reading, 
but it’s that whole summer 
excitement.”

Book club titles, along 
with event and Summer 
Reading Club information 
can be found online at 
www.rwlibrary.ca.

Kids Summer Camp has shifted their operations to the world of ZOOM. The summer program ran by Woolwich Commu-
nity Health Centre are dropping off craft kids to each of the children that signed up for this years programming for both 
the Kids Summer Club and the Low German Kid’s Summer Club .  [SUBMITTED]



06  | COMMUNITY NEWS THE OBSERVER | THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2020

FRUITS & VEGETABLES  |  MEAT  |  BAKING  |  WOOD CRAFTS

Weekly Market
every Saturday

8am - 1:30pm
until the end

of October

For more information call
519-504-1925

Specializing in local products.
New Vendors Welcome!

Located in the Maple Street
Parking Lot beside 

Elmira Home Hardware

Strict Covid-19 guidelines in place

Seasonal
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DELIVERY
SERVICE

AVAILABLE
Call for Details

315 Arthur St. S.

OPEN 8am - 9pm
7 DAYS A WEEK
519-669-5403

Proud Supporter
of the Elmira

Produce Auction
We Sell Local

Produce

Proud Supporter
of the Elmira

Produce Auction
We Sell Local

Produce

Local 
Gourmet 

Food...
Just Like 
Home!

To our customers and friends...

Thank you for
Shopping Local!

We appreciate your support!Food...
Just Like 
Home!

We appreciate your support!
Home!

Hours: Tues-Thurs 9-6 | Fri 9-8 | Sat 9-5 |  www.kitchenkuttings.com

2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 
just before Florapine Road

519-669-3154 | M-F 9-6 • Sat 8-5 

On farm produce 
sales right outside 

of Elmira

HILLTOP ACRES
POULTRY
PRODUCTS Inc.

OPEN AT OUR  
BLOOMINGDALE FARM

TUESDAYS TO SATURDAYS

TEL: (519) 743-6884  •  FAX: (519) 743-0539
WWW.HILLTOPACRESPOULTRY.CA

FREE-RUN  •  NO GROWTH  HORMONE  •  FARM FRESH

FREE-RUN  •  NO GROWTH  HORMONE  •  FARM FRESH

FreshAvailable

5982 Eighth Line E, Ariss | 519.823.1995  

Hours: Mon-Fri 9-6
Sat. 9-5 | Closed Sunday

Tomatos, Beans, Peas, 
New Potatoes, Brocoli, 

Cauliflower, Garlic, Beets, Lettuce, 
Onions, Honey, Preserves, 

Brown Eggs, Whole Chicken & Parts, 
Goat Cheese and Summer Sausage.

Cut 
Flower 
Boquets

Cut 
Flower 
Boquets

Buying local keeps your dollars circulating in the community. At the same 
time you will build relationships with local farmers who grow our food. 
Discover a wide variety of great tasting food including eggs, cheese, 
meat, baking and fruit here close to home. Local small businesses need 
your support now more than ever. Support
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(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-6:30

Meatloaf & Fish (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-order

reQuired

Fri.  3:30-6:30pm &
Sat. 11:30am - 6:30pm

Open
Tuesday - Saturday

Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche, Mac & Cheese, 
Potato Salad, Fresh Strawberry Pie, Baking & More.

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Graingerg g
Professional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firmfrom your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Call us for a
FREE quotation 

and legal review of 
your transactions!

BE READY FOR
THE SUMMER

REAL ESTATE 
MARKET!

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

A little friendly competi-
tion was at the heart of a 
fundraising effort for El-
mira District Community 
Living (EDCL), with a local 
family literally running to 
meet the challenge.

Geoff Demeuleneare has 
been a member at CrossFit 
Elmira since last year. His 
brother Greg Demeule-
neare and brother-in-law 
Brock Zinken joined him in 
January, igniting a compet-
itive spirit. With the nor-
mal training schedule on 
hold due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the three were 
looking for another outlet.

“When COVID hit, a lot 
of the workout halted, and 
running was something 
that we all kind of had to 
get into,” said Geoff of the 
shift to another form of 
cardiovascular workout.

When he posed a time of 
55 minutes for a 10-km run, 
his brother and brother-
in-law decided they could 
easily best that number. 

Competitive nature sees family members raise $3K for EDCL
“The two of us whipper-

snappers decided to get 
on his case,” joked Zinken, 
noting  both he and Greg 
decided they would team 
up to race Geoff. Things 
seemed to be going well 
until they discovered how 
their competitor was train-
ing.

“We were confident and 
then until we saw Geoff 
was running around town 
with an 82-pound garden 
gnome in his backpack, 
and then we became less 
confident,” said Zinken, 
adding the goal then shift-
ed to aiming to beat a time 
of 53 minutes. 

“Obviously there’s lots 
of conflict, natural com-
petition and stuff, too, 
right. And that’s what kind 
of what started off as a 
bunch of banter back and 
forth turned into this little 
challenge. And it actually 
started off as a as a smaller 
challenge. And then we fig-
ured if we were going to do 
something, we might as well 
try to bring some benefit to 
the community,” explained 

Greg of how the fundraising 
effort came about.

The three decided to 
raise money for EDCL, an 
organization with which 
Greg has worked closely in 
the past. The funds were 
raised through a GoFund-

Me page in a campaign 
entitled ‘Fundraiser for 
Elmira Community Living’ 
in which they explained 
the circumstances of the 
friendly competition.

The path was a 5K route 
Geoff would run twice 

while Greg and Brock each 
did one lap.Some 20 people 
showed up to support the 
run on June 6, with social 
distancing  in effect. Signs 
were also placed along the 
route to share encourage-
ment, and people offered 
the runners water through-
out their trek.

The three solicited 
donations, matching the 
first $1,000 with their 
own money, raising a 
total of $3,095. All three 
posted personal-best 
times for the distance, 
with Geoff besting the 
other two and claiming 
bragging rights.

The money was ear-
marked for EDCL’s bid to 
rebuild a group home in 
Elmira destroyed by fire 
last month. Damage was 
pegged at $600,000. 

EDCL’s Cheryl Peterson 
welcomed the donation.

“It’s a representation of 
how this community does 
support [each other]. It 
is such an amazing com-
munity,” she said. “I’ve 
been working here for 30 
years – I’m always in awe 
and I am never surprised 
when something like this 
happens. We are using the 
money for the reconstruc-
tion of the house and spe-
cial equipment.”

There’s also another 
fundraising page opened 
on the Canada Helps web-
site, where donations now 
total $9,000.

Geoff Demeuleneare was challenged by his brother Greg and brother-in-law Brock Zinken to a 10K run to support Elmira 
District Community Living, allowing them to present $3,000 to EDCL's Cheryl Peterson.   [DAMON MACLEAN]

HWY. 7: Some work has already been done, now project is cleared for 2021
FROM 01

been underway now for 
over a year, which is envi-
ronmental studies and as-
sessments in regards to the 
new bridges that will need 
to be built over the Grand 
River. That work is ongo-
ing. And then of course, 
phase three, which we’ve 
committed to completion, 
which is the actual work 
of the building out of the 
highway,” Harris added.

Construction will re-
sume in 2021 following 
completion of the remain-
ing field investigations and 
preliminary engineering, 

as well as the selection of a 
contractor to carry out the 
work.

When construction got 
underway in 2015, the proj-
ect was expected to take 
five years to complete at 
a total cost of about $300 
million. To date, the minis-
try has spent approximate-
ly $70 million on property 
acquisition, and another 
$50 million on construc-
tion.

Regional Chair Kar-
en Redman welcomed 
Wednesday’s announce-
ment, saying the project is 
integral to an expanding 

community. 
“Funding for Highway 7 

has been eagerly anticipat-
ed. Everyone in Waterloo 
Region knows how vital 
the construction of the 
new Highway 7 is for the 
innovation corridor and 
connecting the commu-
nities of Waterloo Region 
and Guelph. But this new 
highway is more than a 
connection between Wa-
terloo Region and Guelph, 
it’s an investment in the 
quality of life for commut-
ers who sit in congestion 
daily, [an] investment to 
reduce emissions and it 

is welcome boost to our 
economy during these 
uncertain times,” said Red-
man.

Under phase two, the 
bridge was supposed to be 
completed this year, how-
ever, Harris says it’s a “safe 
assumption” that the tar-
get will not be met, instead 
aiming for sometime next 
year as phase three is set to 
begin.

A timeline and revised 
budget for the project re-
mains unknown pending 
completion of the bidding 
process and awarding the 
contract, said Harris.

The second of two mini libraries constructed by Darren Martin, Larry Weins and Dan Holt has found a home outside of the North Waterloo Veterinary Hospital on 
Dunke Street in Elmira.   [DAMON MACLEAN]

READ ALL ABOUT IT
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Reopening will continue only if we avoid another spike
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

It’ll be nothing like normal 
as we knew it before the 
COVID-19 crisis, but most 

businesses and public spaces 
can be open on Friday as Ontar-
io moves into stage 3 of the gov-
ernment’s reopening plan.

Only what public health offi-
cials deem high-risk operations 
– the likes of amusement parks, 
buffet restaurants and dance 
halls – will remain closed in 
areas deemed ready for stage 
3, a list that includes Waterloo 
Region, and Wellington and 
Perth counties. 

That doesn’t mean a return 
to pre-coronavirus conditions, 
of course. Many restrictions 
remain in place, and the prov-
ince has released more than 
170 health and safety guidance 
resources covering a wide range 
of workplaces. 

It’s most decidedly not a 

free-for-all. The reason for that 
is obvious: having got the situ-
ation largely under control, the 
province doesn’t want to see an 
explosion of COVID-19 cases in 
the manner we’re now seeing 
in the U.S. The situations aren’t 
exactly comparable, as we opt-
ed to keep the reopening under 
wraps until the number of cases 
stabilized at a low level, where-
as many of the jurisdictions in 
the States now seeing large out-
breaks opened too much and 
too soon, leading to an inevita-
ble outbreak.

Rationally, we know these 
measures are in place for our 
safety and, more to the point, 
for the safety of others, family, 
friends and strangers alike. But 
rationality gets stretched a little 
thinner with each day, irre-
spective of individual financial 
situations. Some people will 

argue the relatively low number 
of cases, at least in comparison 
to worst-case scenarios, are an 
indication that we can begin 
returning to our normal lives. 
Others will counter the num-
bers are lower precisely because 
of the measures still in place.

While we’ve seen reopen-
ing as a largely linear matter 
– restrictions are continually 
loosened, more parts of the 
economy are revived – we 
should know by now that might 
not be the case. It’s a sure bet 
that health officials will be 
watching closely for any change 
in the number of cases, which 
have dwindled to only a few 
new additions each day. They 
shouldn’t hesitate to reverse 
course if there’s a spike attrib-
utable to reopening.

Shutting things down again 
should be the immediate step 

if any new outbreak is the re-
sult of people ignoring the new 
rules in place. Again, we can 
look to the south to see what 
happens not only when the re-
opening is too broad, but when 
a whole bunch of people, many 
of them younger folks who 
somehow feel immune to the 
virus, start acting as if the prob-
lem has passed. 

Even if we all follow the new 
guidelines, however, there may 
still be an uptick as a result of 
more of us gathering in more lo-
cations. There, monitoring will 
be key to determining the rea-
son for any increase, though the 
results – closures, lockdowns – 
may be the same.

It’s important that each of us 
does his or her part, not just out 
of consideration for the health 
of others, but also to ensure 
that the reopening continues 

such that the economy starts 
to recover. Governments have 
extended programs to offset the 
economic downturn, but such 
supports cannot go on indefi-
nitely – Ottawa, for instance, is 
already forecasting a $343-bil-
lion deficit. 

No one wants to see the crisis 
drag on any longer than needs 
be. As the U.S. is finding out, 
earlier lockdowns and wider 
adoption of measures such 
as wearing masks would have 
saved thousands of lives and 
put the country in a better posi-
tion today. Instead, an attempt 
on my jurisdictions’ part – aid-
ed by a federal government that 
abdicated responsibility – to 
return to normal too quickly 
only prolonged the pain, suffer-
ing and economic losses.

Let’s behave ourselves out 
there.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

“Forget it, Jake. It’s Chi-
natown,” says an old 
friend to Jack Nichol-

son as the mother is killed, 
the little girl is handed over 
to the bad guy and the po-
lice wash their hands of it at 
the end of the 1974 classic 
film ‘Chinatown.’

The movie was about the 
triumph of power and the 
futility of hoping for justice. 
‘Chinatown’ was just a met-
aphor, and any other place 
where justice is denied 
would do as well. Which is 
probably why today I feel 
like saying “Forget it, Meh-
metçik. It’s the Balkans.”

Saturday was the 25th 
anniversary of the mas-
sacre of Bosnian Muslims 
(‘Bosniaks’) in Srebrenica 
towards the end of the 1992-
95 war in Bosnia. It was the 
Bosnian Serbs who began 

Balkan ghosts endure 
over a wide area

the war, seeking to break up 
Bosnia and unite with next-
door Serbia, and since Bos-
niaks and Serbs lived side 
by side in many places there 
was much ethnic cleansing. 
But this was special.

Srebrenica was then a 
Muslim-majority town, and 
when Bosnian Serb forces 
captured it 20,000 Muslims 
took refuge with the Dutch 
troops who were there to 
protect a UN-declared ‘safe 
area.’ But the Dutch soldiers 
handed them over to the 

Differing takes on reopening things may account for some of the differences in COVID-19 cases here and south of the border.

“A contingency plan is needed to ensure the healthcare 
system is equipped for a potential second surge, includ-
ing the creation of regional health service and sta�  ng 
plans that must be in place at the earliest opportunity.”

Anthony Dale, president and CEO of the Ontario 
Hospital Association, on Ontario’s move to stage 
3 of reopening.

A recent study of some 450,000 smartphone users 
indicates that daily physical activity levels have fallen 
substantially during the worldwide pandemic. Public 
health strategies, essential for containing virus trans-
mission, also appear to reduce daily steps by up to 
49% among individuals surveyed from 187 countries.

Annals of Internal Medicine

DYER | 10
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Convergence of issues could be a boon for progressive causes

W orkers in the wider 
food sector have long 
been touchstones for 

progressive battles over wages 
and working conditions, from 
the treatment of migrant farm 
labour to the precariousness of 
the restaurant/hospitality indus-
try and the downward pressure 
on grocery-store employees.

Today, they’re also the faces 
of frontline workers being con-
fronted with the COVID-19 crisis.

Temporary foreign workers are 
struggling with both the virus 
and the provisions put in place 
to halt its spread, and continue 
to do the work many here won’t 
– Ontario’s agri-food sector, for 
instance, relies on some 20,000 
such foreign workers.

Restaurants, part of the em-
battled hospitality and tourism 
sectors, were hit early and often 
as we responded to the novel 
coronavirus. Even with the re-
opening of the economy, restau-
rants are operating at a fraction 
of their pre-virus levels, if they’re 
open at all. 

For most of the lockdown, 
grocery stores were just about 
the only retailers that kept their 
doors open. Given the essential 
nature of the business and the 
inherent risk to those working 
there, employees received not 
only the public’s goodwill, but 
wage increases from their noto-
riously frugal employers. Those 
bonuses have since been rolled 
back, a move that invited criti-
cism, particularly from unions 
and activist groups.

Jerry Dias, National president 
of the private-sector union Uni-
for, called for lasting changes to 
reverse declines in working con-
ditions in the retail sector when 
he spoke last week to the House 
Standing Committee on Indus-
try, Science and Technology.

“It’s not that complicated. 
Workers are supporting these gro-
cery chains through a pandemic 
that still isn’t over,” says Dias.

“As president of Loblaw, Sarah 
Davis took home $6.7 million and 
her company is making record 
profits. To see her sit there and 
talk about how much she re-
spects the workers, but then cut 

their pay, it’s disgusting. Retail 
workers deserve better, and Ca-
nadians expect better.”

It’s not a new message, but one 
that has a better change of reso-
nating with the public, and per-
haps even fomenting change giv-
en the current climate. COVID-19 
makes us all aware that collective 
effort is needed both to keep us 
safe today and develop treat-
ments and vaccines tomorrow. 
The economic lockdown also 
served to highlight the necessity 
for government programs, even 
generating a serious discussion 
about a universal basic income, 
for instance.

At the same time, the Black 
Lives Matter movement is shin-
ing a light on society’s underlying 
racial and economic inequities. 
Large numbers of us are sympa-
thetic to the calls for change, per-
haps for the first time.

As noted, none of the issues 
now at center-stage is new. And 
all of them are the result of a 
concerted effort to get us to the 

state we’re in today. Racism 
exists, but it’s taken an effort to 
make it systemic, from provok-
ing tensions and dog-whistle pol-
itics to actual laws and policies 
that fuel the divide.

The racial tensions are part of 
a wider strategy to keep the un-
derclass – i.e. most of us – divid-
ed along a variety of lines, from 
ethnicity to income and social 
standing. 

That wider strategy includes 
premeditated efforts to drive 
down wages as a way to enrich a 
few, an effort that includes de-
cades of anti-unionization laws 
and corruption of the political 
system through lobbying and 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

vote-buying.
It’s no secret unionization 

rates have plummeted, par-
ticularly in the U.S. It’s much 
less evident how dark money, 
manipulation and outright crim-
inality by a handful of wealthy 
oligarchs have backed the assault 
on those in the working and 
middle classes. (It’s no surprise 
Koch Industries, the root of a 
multi-tentacled attack on work-
ers, the environment, democracy 
and every other facet of general 
well-being, is on every list of an-
ti-public groups.) 

Unions and labour laws have 
been a decades-long target of re-
surgent right-wing groups, build-
ing on the much older direct 
violence directed at workers by 
corporations and governments 
dating back to the start of union 
drives. The efforts have paid 
off, with unionization numbers 
dropping and weakened labour 
laws. That’s particularly true 
in the U.S., but Canada too has 
been afflicted by the efforts, fall-

ing behind the more progressive 
European countries, themselves 
under assault by some of the 
same global forces.

Of course, some of the decline 
in union membership can be 
attributed to a shift in the econo-
my: the factory, mining and oth-
er blue collar jobs that used to be 
bastions of unionized work have 
been automated, downsized and 
off-shored to a large extent. 

Today’s union growth is in the 
public sector. From 1999 to 2014, 
public sector unionization rates 
grew from 70.4 per cent to 71.3 
per cent. Private sector rates fell 
from 18.1 per cent to 15.2 per cent 
over the same years, Statistics 
Canada reports. Overall unioniza-
tion rates fell to about 28 per cent 
from 38 per cent, with declines 
most pronounced in the 1980s 
and 1990s as the neoliberal gut-
ting of the postwar boom policies 
became the predominant ethos 
of politicians bought off by the 
growing power of the oligarchs.

The systematic dismantling 
of worker protections and wider 
progressive programs has long 
been monitored by Robert Reich, 
a former U.S. Secretary of Labor 
and professor of Public Policy 
at the University of California at 
Berkeley.

“As corporations have gained 
power, they’ve been able to gut 
anti-monopoly laws, allowing 
them to grow even more dom-
inant. At the same time, fewer 
workers have joined unions be-
cause corporations have under-
mined the nation’s labor laws, 
and many state legislatures – un-
der intense corporate lobbying 
– have enacted laws making it 
harder to form unions,” he writes 
in a piece last week, noting that 
power is the reason “big corpo-
rations continue to win while 
workers get shafted.

“Because of these deliberate 
power shifts, even before the pan-
demic, a steadily larger portion of 
corporate revenues have been si-
phoned off to profits, and a shrink-
ing portion allocated to wages.”

That decades-long trend needs 
to be reversed, and we may have 
hit upon just the climate to see 
that happen.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

BRAIN FOOD

Some canoeing advice from one who's been there

A s Canadians, we 
are so familiar with 
the act of canoeing 

that I sometimes think we 
forget the basics. This got 
me thinking that I have 
seen dozens of books on 
canoeing techniques and 
routes, but scant few on the 
fundamentals. 

I don’t want to say that I 
am an expert on canoeing, 
but I will say that I have 
spent at least three weeks 
a year in a canoe for the 
last 45 years – much of it 
on the water, too. With that 
in mind, here is some sage 
advice for anyone about to 

take up the pastime.
Fundamentally, to be a 

good canoeist you need 
a situational awareness 
of conditions around you 
that surpasses that of a kid 
playing Call of Duty. Being 
aware of environmental 
conditions is key to canoe-
ing safely. 

Here’s an example of 
situational awareness 
that could come in handy. 
Imagine you are canoeing 
on a hot sunny day, and 
quite suddenly the precip-
itation gets so heavy that 
you get soaked and can 
hardly breathe or hear the 

person yelling to you at 
the bow of the canoe. Ad-
ditionally, fish seem to be 
jumping out of the water. 
Many people might think 
this is a brief sun shower 
that will soon pass and, 
due to inexperience, they 
will just try to ride it out. 
The experienced canoeist 
with situational awareness 
will quickly realize, how-
ever, that they flipped the 
canoe – and this realization 
can make a world of differ-
ence.

For one thing, it will 
mean that your lunch is 
soaked, which is never a 

good thing on any canoe 
trip.

Another thing that new 
canoeists have a hard time 
with is paddling with a 
partner. Sometimes this 
can be quite a battle, espe-
cially if you are both new 
at it. One of the more com-

mon issues facing rookie 
paddlers is that they are 
not making much, if any, 
progress. Some blame 
poor paddling muscles 
or sloppy technique but 
most often the issue with 
attaining better speeds 
can be settled easily, by 
having both paddlers face 
the same direction. This is 
also a great tip to remem-
ber if you have been try-
ing to navigate the same 
50-metre portage for any 
more than three hours.

Speaking of technique, 
almost all canoeing books 
will tell you to do the 

J-stroke. But none will tell 
you that you do should 
not do that stroke using 
cursive writing. You’re 
welcome.

Lastly, and perhaps most 
importantly for the new 
canoeist, is this: When 
paddling with an old timer, 
he will probably place you 
in the bow of the canoe. 
This is for your own good. 
For with that person in the 
stern and you up front, he 
or she will be able to cri-
tique your paddle stroke, 
point out safe routes and 
steer appropriately with 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN
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WHC COVID-19 COMMUNITY DIARIES

Hello, my name is Simon 
Zenker and I am 19 years 
old. Boom! Bam! Pow! 
How’s that for an introduc-
tion? Ecstatic onomatopoe-
ias, but also a good descrip-
tion of how it felt when the 
pandemic hit.

 At the time COVID-19 
started to close down the 
world around me, I had 
just finished my fifth year 
in high school and I was 
hired for a great job with 
a theatre company. I was 
just accepted into college 

for musical theatre perfor-
mance, which is a fairly ex-
pensive program, so I was 
happy to be right on track 
to affording it with my new 
job. Unfortunately, theatres 
were hit hard and had to 
close down quickly, which 
left me stuck at home.

Apart from financial and 
health risks, one issue that 
my mother and I quickly 
discovered was that parents 
now have their children 
back from school and are 
quickly running out of 

ways to keep them occu-
pied. We decided to plan a 
town-wide scavenger hunt 
as a fun family activity. We 
created “The Quarantine 
Quest,” where we placed 
small signs all around Elmi-
ra, each with a clue leading 
to the next location. Fam-
ilies could bike or drive to 
complete the hunt at their 
own pace within the two 
weeks that it was up. We got 
a lot of great feedback.

I have been performing 
juggling and magic shows 

Bosnian Serb forces.
The Dutch had a choice, 

of course. They could have 
refused. Maybe they would 
have had to fight against far 
more numerous and better 
armed Serbs. Maybe they 
would have been killed, and 
the people they were sup-
posed to protect would have 
been massacred anyway. 
But they were soldiers, and 
that was their duty.

When soldiers talk about 
having signed a contract of 
‘unlimited liability,’ this is 
what they mean: when the 
circumstances demand it, 
you must be willing to lay 
down your life. In fact, this 
is what gives dignity to the 
military profession – but 

the Dutch soldiers had 
apparently not read the 
contract.

Knowing what was com-
ing, most of the Muslim 
men and boys fled into the 
woods, but about 2,000 
who had taken refuge with 
the Dutch UN troops were 
handed over to the Serbs. 
The Serbs separated those 
men and boys from the 
women and girls, chased 
down most of the men who 
had fled into the woods, and 
murdered them all – 8,000 
of them.

It took ten days, even with 
bulldozers, to scrape out 
the mass graves. (Later the 
Serbs dug up the graves and 
moved them to better-hid-
den areas, but after 25 years 

of searching all but a thou-
sand have been found.)

Twenty years later a 
special UN war crimes 
tribunal sentenced the 
Bosnian Serb leader, Ra-
dovan Karadzic, to life in 
prison for genocide. (His 
military commander, Ratko 
Mladic, is still appealing his 
conviction.) But few of the 
Bosniaks driven from their 
homes have been able to go 
back – and denial reigns in 
both the Bosnian ‘Serb Re-
public’ and in Serbia proper.

For the Serbs it’s all fake 
news, a “fabricated myth” in 
the words of Milorad Dodik, 
the Serb member of Bos-
nia’s three-person presiden-
cy. The president of Serbia, 
Alexander Vucic, doesn’t 

go quite that far, but denies 
that there was a genocide. 
It’s all very ‘Balkan.’

From great tragedy and 
vile lies to mere churlish-
ness: next week, in Istanbul, 
there will be Muslim prayer 
services in Hagia Sofia for 
the first time since 1934. 
The massive cathedral over-
looking the Bosphorus, built 
almost 1,500 years ago, was 
the world’s largest building 
for almost a thousand years.

When the Ottoman 
emperor Mehmet II con-
quered the city in 1453, he 
was much taken with the 
building and had it con-
verted into a mosque. All 
the Christian symbols and 
relics were destroyed, four 
minarets were built at the 

 �DYER:  Plenty of examples of the triumph of power, lies and the futility of hoping that justice will prevail
FROM 08 four corners, and for the 

next half-millennium only 
Muslims prayed there.

Fair enough. Conquest 
was the business, and that’s 
how business was done in 
those days. The Ottoman 
empire went on to conquer 
almost all of the Balkans, 
so nobody in the Christian 
world seriously dreamed of 
getting Hagia Sophia back. 
But the centuries passed, 
and eventually the empire 
collapsed.

The Turkish republic 
that Ataturk rescued from 
the wreckage was a sec-
ular state, and in 1934 he 
declared that this ancient 
Christian church should no 
longer be used as a mosque. 
It became a museum, open 

to all – and remained so 
until Turkey’s current pres-
ident, Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan, decided to turn it into a 
mosque again.

There’s no shortage of 
mosques in Istanbul. In-
deed, there’s another one 
right beside Hagia Sophia, 
almost as big, much more 
beautiful, and with six 
minarets, not four. Erdogan 
is only doing this because 
his popularity is waning: 
his proxy wars aren’t going 
well, his party has split, and 
the economy is on the rocks. 
So do something spiteful to 
the neighbours. It should 
play well at home.

It’s 500 kilometres from 
Bosnia to Istanbul, but we’re 
still in the Balkans.

the wind and the waves in 
mind.

This critiquing will be 
annoying at first, as it is 
often a constant stream of 
criticism, but eventually 
as you get better, you will 
hear less and less from 
your mentor at the stern. I 
remember this happened 
on my second time canoe-
ing. 

Right from launch at the 
dock to mid-lake my men-

tor remained silent and I 
took great pride knowing 
that I had finally learned 
everything there was to 
know about paddling a 
canoe. Finally after doing 
a lengthy loop around the 
lake, I eased the nose of 
the craft silently along 
the dock and he took that 
moment to utter only one 
small bit of advice.

“Next time,” he said, 
“wait ’til I get in the ca-
noe.”

 � GALEA: Absence of criticism may 
not mean you've mastered paddling
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The Elmira Lions Club would like to
thank the following for their 

donations of $100.00 or more in
corporate sponsorship contributing 
to the success of our 49th Annual

Snofari. This year we raised:

Advance Millwrights Inc.
Ayr Welding Ltd.
Ball Construction Ltd.
Bonnie's Chick Hatchery Ltd. 
Bridgeland Terminals Ltd.
Central Tavern 
Contour Directional Drilling Ltd.
Dreisinger Funeral Home Ltd.
Dub-L-E Auto Service Limited
Elmira Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Elmira Self Storage Inc.
Industrial Contracting 
Solutions Inc. 

Jones Feed Mills Ltd.
Manulife Financial 

Martin Excavating Ltd.
Martin Caesar Holdings Ltd.
M&G Millwrights Ltd. 
Newmarket Lions Club
Permitax Corporation
Programmed Insurance 
Brokers Inc.

R.W. Thur Real Estate Ltd.
Shantz Windows
Taylor Tax Services
Thompson’s Auto Tech Inc.
Tri-Mach Group Inc.
W. Paul Robb
Woods, Clemens, Fletcher 
& Cronin Professional 
Corporation
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$18,000

for a few years and I’m not 
stopping now. Many chil-
dren’s birthdays are being 
glossed over and it is tough 
for families to make their 
day special. I wanted to 
help out families by bring-
ing my show right to them. 
I quickly became a solo en-
trepreneur trying to spread 
as much joy as I can in this 
not-so-fun time. I am now 
performing all around the 
community, entertaining 
and lifting spirits at a safe 
distance.

ads@woolwichobserver.com
Email ad copy to: 

Classifieds ads

for Students
& Kids  FREE 20 WORD
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
fi ring? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Statistics Canada’s Canadian Survey on Business 
Conditions found 65.8% of businesses expect their 
number of employees to remain the same over the 
next three months. Overall, 15.1% of businesses 
expect their number of employees to increase over 
the same period. Nearly one-quarter of businesses in 
the accommodation and food services sector (24.4%) 
and in the manufacturing sector (23.9%) expect to 
increase their number of employees over the next 
three months.

After a big drop in April, Canada's economy is slowly 
moving upwards, according tax consultants RSM Can-
ada. Data such as transport use, and even restaurant 
bookings, show that the economy is performing better 
than predicted after a drop of 11.6% in April. Still, signs 
of economic recovery don't o� set the huge shock to 
trade and supply chain as the industrial sector su� ers: 
its contribution to GDP industry fell by nearly 6% in 
March, and new orders dropped by nearly 40% in 
April. 

HIRING FORECAST INDUSTRY LAGGING

The team at Nexus Development consists of owners Patrick Leonard, Luke Baleshta, Nick Pope, along with staff members Keaton Mclaughlin, Haylee Clemmer, 
Daniel Weir, Jaimee Macdonald and Jeriah Shantz.  [DAMON MACLEAN]

Elmira’s Nexus Health and Training and St. Jacobs’ Grind Hockey Training Centre 
opt to combine forces in newly launched Nexus Development

Hockey at the core of new 
venture founded by merger

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Woolwich Township is 
fairly small and the hock-
ey community there is 
a tight-knit group, so it 
was only natural that the 
owners of Elmira’s Nexus 
Health and Training and 
St. Jacobs’ Grind Hockey 
Training Centre crossed 
paths. In fact, an overlap 
in business led to talks 
and, now, a merger that’s 
created Nexus Develop-
ment.

Patrick Leonard of 
Grind Hockey and Luke 
Baleshta and Nick Pope 
of Nexus Health and 
Training all spent consid-
erable time with hockey 
programs, so the merger 
seemed like a perfect fit.

Leonard launched 
Grind Hockey Training 
Centre, focused on train- NEXUS | 12

COMMON GROUND

T he numbers are in 
for Canada’s short-
fall in international 

seasonal farm workers, and 
they’re not good.

In total, compared to 
2019 we’ve experienced a 
14 per cent drop in workers 
who’ve arrived here. 

As a percentage, that 
figure doesn’t seem outra-
geous.

But in sheer numbers, 
it’s 3,800 fewer workers 
than last year.

And it’s not like they’ve 
been replaced by anyone 
else, such as Canadians. 
The jobs that would nor-
mally be done by absent in-
ternational seasonal farm 
workers will go unfilled. It’s 
work that won’t get done, 
and it’s food that won’t be 
tended to as it grows or gets 
harvested.

That should be a yellow 
flag for consumers, partic-
ularly with food security 
having become a question 
mark during the early 
stages of the pandemic. 
Grocery stores have caught 
up with the demand for 
essentials, lulling us into a 
false sense of assurance. As 
a result, we haven’t grasped 
the seriousness of the 
worker shortage yet. 

Consider the statistics 
alone. Canada brought in a 
record number of workers 
last year – 64,000 – to help 
on farms and, increasingly, 
in food processing factories. 

In truth, it’s a small mir-
acle that we could even 
come close to that number 
in 2020, given how the 
pandemic wreaked havoc 
on travel, including arrivals 
from Mexico where we get 
52 per cent of our workers.

Worse, look at what hap-
pened once they got here 
this year. The COVID-19 vi-
rus spread quickly in some 
bubbles where they lived 
and worked, from farms to 
processing plants, with fa-
tal results in some cases.

Could this situation turn 
off seasonal workers from 
returning next year, or at 
all? Farmers are trying hard 
to create safe conditions, 

Grim outlook as 
Canada is short at 

least 3,800 seasonal 
farm workers

for them, and hopefully 
that message will return 
with them when they go 
home to Mexico, the Carib-
bean and elsewhere, and 
they can feel confident 
about returning to an im-
proved system next year.

The situation is getting 
wide attention. For exam-
ple, Robert Falconer, a re-
searcher at the University 
of Calgary, says we’d better 
treat this shortfall with the 
gravity it deserves. 

Tuesday, a paper he 
wrote called “Grown local-
ly, harvested globally: The 
role of temporary foreign 
workers in Canadians ag-
riculture” was released, in 
which he calls on policy 
makers to consider ways 
these workers can come to 
Canada safely and work in 
safe environments.

“Federal and provincial 
governments may wish to 
consider steps to secure the 
safety of [temporary for-
eign workers] as one way to 
address concerns regarding 
our food supply chain,” he 
says.

Falconer highlights the 
trend in the secondary 
agricultural sector, such as 
meat-processing facilities, 
using more and more inter-
national workers. This sec-
tor had been experiencing 
the fastest growth in the 
use of foreign workers,until 
now. 

So, besides having sea-
sonal fewer workers on 
farms themselves, we also 
have fewer in farm-related 
jobs. 

Other experts, including 
researchers at the Uni-
versity of Guelph, have 
likewise identified how the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
revealed the risk to the la-

ing hockey players be-
tween the ages of five to 12 
for the most part, six years 
ago. Nexus Development 
will run from the facility 
on King Street in St. Ja-
cobs.  

Baleshta and Pope are 
co-owners of Elmira’s 
Nexus Health and Train-
ing. Having shared clients 
with Leonard in the past 
in Nexus’ athletic devel-
opment and even coach-
ing each other’s children. 
The idea of a merger came 
up about a year and a half 
ago, says Baleshta.

Nexus Development 
announced its opening 
on June 8, and according 
to the owners the phones 
have been ringing ever 
since. Currently, they are 
hosting a pilot version of 
the summer camps they 
will be offering. 

It’s not your average 

arts-and-crafts camp, 
says Leonard. “[It’s] a 
hockey-skill development 
[camp] mixed with a lot of 
fun: rock climbing, tread-
mill ski training ... We do 
a high-skill development 
every day, shooting class, 
and we do strength condi-
tioning. That is primarily 
the core of the hockey 
training that happens ev-
ery day. But we’re also big 
on making sure that their 
kids are having fun and 
doing multi-sports.”

The camps pair four 
youth with one instructor 
to ensure a more personal 
approach. 

“We did it for a couple 
reasons: COVID and we 
want to be able to create a 
personalized experience 
for all the kids, as well, 
when they’re in the camp 
together. We get that more 
personalized attention 

compared to just 40 kids 
running around with two 
instructors that we’ve 
seen in the past. So that 
helps with some of the 
developments as well,” 
said Baleshta

The motto for Nexus 
Development is grow your 
craft, a sentiment that the 
organization strives for in 
all facets of the operation, 
say the owners.

“We want kids from our 
development  camp to 
love [their] sport. What-
ever your passion is in 
anything, we want you 
to enjoy it – we want you 
to come back second to 
none, we want you to have 
fun. We talk about them 
having the passion and 
then us being able to put 
a development procedure 
in place to help them get 
better at it and be more 

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
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As more businesses 
and services reopen, 
and with social 
gatherings increased 
to 10 people, we all 
must continue our 
e
orts to protect 
each other.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus

Inside or out, stay safe. 
Save lives.

Practice physical 
distancing, stay 
two metres apart.

2 m

Continue to wash 
hands frequently.

Get tested if you are 
worried you may have 
COVID-19, or have been 
exposed to the virus.

Wear a face covering 
when physical distancing 
is a challenge.

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

successful and grow their 
craft,” said Baleshta.

The facility has also 
changed things to imple-
ment COVID-19 measures 
in accordance with public 
health. Some of these 
include automatic hand 
sanitizer dispensers and 
screening on arrival. 

The facility has a skat-
ing treadmill, rock climb-
ing wall, ice rink and nu-
merous other activities set 
up with further expansion 
plans coming down the 
pipe. More information 
on the new business is 
available at www.nexus-
healthandtraining.com.

NEXUS: Hockey is a lynchpin sport, but training facility 
caters to a variety of sports and athletic pursuits

FROM 11

bour supply of Canada’s ag-
ricultural sector. Falconer 
echoes their concerns that 
policymakers must under-
stand the role of interna-
tional labour to reduce the 
short- and long-term risks 
to Canadian agricultural 
production. 

That, he says, is key to 

 ROBERTS: Trying to avert another disastrous year

FROM 11 ensuring that harvests go 
on being planted, picked 
and processed, that gro-
cery stores remain stocked 
and that Canadians enjoy 
reasonable prices for what 
they eat.

He also the decline in 
available workers is likely 
to make the 2020 agricul-
tural season “a more diffi-

cult one for producers.”
That’s an understate-

ment. Some crops didn’t 
even get planted. Others 
are rotting in the field. And 
we’re still weeks away from 
peak fruit harvest.

For many producers who 
employ seasonal interna-
tional workers, this year is 
a disaster.

Arabelle Weiss climbs a rock wall 
at Nexus Development in St. Ja-
cobs this week during a pilot ver-
sion of the organization's summer 
camp. [DAMON MACLEAN]
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woolwich.ca/COVID19
Subscribe to this website if you are

looking for regular updates on COVID19
#RespectTheMask

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Africa holds a special place 
in Twila Erb’s heart. The 
Elmira woman went there 
in 2014, spending two years 
doing volunteer work and 
visiting 11 countries. 

During that time, she 
not only fell in love with 
the places she visited and 
the people she met, she 
became aware of problems 
such as human trafficking. 
Deciding she wanted to do 
something about it, when 
she returned home to Can-
ada she began to research 
the problem in greater 
depth, looking for ways she 
could help. 

Another love, Burundian 
coffee, was the catalyst for 
a new venture that sees 
her selling the coffee in 
support of those who need 
assistance.

Thus was Wild Ginger 
Coffee born. The idea is 
simple: she sells Gatukuza 
coffee – both whole beans 
and offers a mobile coffee 
shop – and 20 per cent of 
her proceeds go back to 
organizations both here 
and internationally to help 
fight human trafficking. 

“In around the same 

When coffee is more than just a beverage
Wild Ginger Coff ee aims to help fi ght against human traffi  cking by giving back to local and international organizations

time that I would have 
been in Africa, I was start-
ing to become aware of 
the problem of human 

trafficking everywhere, in 
all different parts of the 
world [and] I just wanted to 
do something about that. 

After a lot of years of think-
ing it through and trying 
to think what that (helping 
to fight human trafficking) 
would look like, the two 
of those things (a love of 
coffee and need to help) 
converged,” said Erb. “It’s 
not just a company to make 
money for the sake of mak-
ing money, it’s a company 
that exists on purpose, 
for a purpose. One of the 
things that we really want 
to try to do – and we’ve 
kind of named it instead 
of Fairtrade, we’ve named 
it transparenttrade – in 
that we believe that as a 
consumer of our product, 
you should know as much 
as we know about [where] 
our coffees coming from. 
I want that to be the thing 
that sets us apart in the long 
run. I’m not just concerned 
about getting good coffee 
to the person in front of 
me, but I’m concerned that 
the farmer that grows the 
coffee, that they are treated 
with dignity and respect – if 
I can’t treat them with dig-
nity and respect, then what 
am I doing?”

She says her idea was to 
run a business that is not 
quite a non-profit, but also 
not a business that is for 

Twila Erb's coffee venture looks to make a difference by supporting causes 
that counter human trafficking efforts.   [SUBMITTED]

profit. Her end goal is to 
become something where 
she does not have to fund-
raise for a cause and if at 
some point down the 
road there are peo-
ple who want 
to escape the 
human traf-
ficking and 
sex indus-
try, they 
will have 
a place to 
work.

Two or-
ganizations 
receive a portion 
of her profits. The first is 
Hope Ministries in Brazil, 
while the local recipient 
is The Manor Ministry in 
Kitchener. Both work di-
rectly with women who are 
in or want to leave the sex 
industry.

Currently Wild Ginger 
Coffee does not have a 
brick and mortar store. 
Instead, all coffee beans 
are imported and roasted 
as they are ordered by a 
local partner. Orders can 
be placed for one of three 
sized bags on their website 
and they can be delivered 
– free within 40 kilometres 
– or picked up. Erb’s mo-
bile shop also gives her the 

opportunity to get out into 
the community by serving 
up her coffee at events – 
she’ll be making lattes at 

The86 Restaurant in 
Wallenstein July 

25 (7 a.m. to 
3 p.m.), for 

instance.
Even-

tually she 
envisions 
opening 

up a store 
if it seems 

like the right 
move, but that 

first foray is un-
likely to be in this country.

She says she would like 
to fund the opening of 
a coffee shop in Brazil, 
where the girls would 
be taught to roast coffee 
beans and then actually 
start their own grocery and 
coffee shop. 

Given how new the 
venture is, Erb doesn’t 
yet know what the future 
holds. She currently makes 
small batches of her own 
syrups for coffees, and sees 
a potential for expanding 
her product line to sell 
those alongside her coffee 
beans. Visit the website, 
wildgingercoffee.com, for 
more information. 
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Your local hub for our creative 
communities. Let us know when 
inspiration strikes.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Region of Waterloo Arts Fund last week awarded 
36 grants totalling $201,216 in its latest round of 
support for artists and arts organizations in the region. 
Among the recipients were Nancy Silcox of New 
Hamburg, who got $2,000 towards a biography about 
local opera star Paul Frey and Amy-Susanna Compton 
of Waterloo, who got $5,800 for research and a fi rst 
draft of “Nelson”, a novel based on a Mennonite 
family living in Hespeler during World War II.

On what would have been the weekend for music and 
all the live fun that is the Hillside Festival, organizers 
are presenting Hillside Homeside. Between July 24 
and 26, they’ll be posting videos submitted by musical 
artists such as Bu� y Sainte-Marie, The Kramdens, Je�  
Bird & Sue Smith, Joni NehRita and Andrew Craig.

www.hillsidefestival.ca

ARTS FUNDING HILLSIDE ONLINE

THE SHOW MUST GO ON

Works by Elmira artist Brent Schreiber are on display in a virtual show at the Westland Gallery in Lon-
don. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Elmira painter Brent Schreiber prefers in-person exhibitions, but as that’s not on the 
agenda due to the coronavirus,  he’s happy to be part of London gallery’s show

For artists, online is the next-
best thing to being there

BYDAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Like many artists, Elmi-
ra-based painter Brent 
Schreiber has had to adapt 
to the realities of the coro-
navirus situation, particu-
larly shifting to an internet 
presence. That’s worked 
to differing degrees – mu-
sicians, for instance, can 
live-stream concerts, but 
the medium is less dynam-
ic for visual artists. 

For Schreiber, there’s 
really no replacement for 
experiencing art in person, 
as intended. But a gallery 
show such as the one he’s 
part of just now is still a 
welcome option.

Born in London, Ontario, 
Schreiber found himself in 
Woolwich after he picked 
up a job in St. Jacobs. He 
had worked a career in ad-
vertising for some 20 years 
when he decided to pursue 
art as his full-time career 
instead of just a hobby on 
the side. 

Throughout his life, he 
found himself to be “drawn 
to [art] and has always con-
sidered it “a comfort zone,” 
one he moved into in pur-
suit of an artistic career.

“I had something happen 
in my life, went through 
a few things and I kind of 
lost track of the art a bit 
in my 20s, and in [my] 30s 
that came back. I hit the 
age of 33/34 and I’d been 
in the advertising world 
for 15 years, and I just kind 
of decided I wanted to do 
the art. I was like, ‘OK, if 
you’re going to try this, you 
better do it now while you 
can’ – I’ve just stuck with it 
through everything for the 
last ten years and through 
all the ups and downs.”

The world of art is an 
industry with little con-
sistency and many “ups 
and downs,” as Schreiber 
puts it. With irregular work 
hours, no real downtime 
or having to be ready when 
creativity strikes, there is 
no 9 to 5, making it hard to 
balance life and art togeth-

er. Add in the current pan-
demic, and things become 
even trickier. 

“It’s been difficult, es-
pecially in the art commu-
nity, because so much of 
it is based on face-to-face 
interactions and seeing 
things in person. And that 
interaction talking about 
the work and not being 
able to do that, [makes it 
difficult],” said Schreiber. GALLERY | 21

Local musician puts 
debut album on hold 
due to coronavirus

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

After a successful Go-
FundMe campaign, it 
seemed like nothing could 
interfere with the launch 
of Waterloo musician JP 
Sunga’s debut release – 
the full-length LP that’s 
been 20 years in the mak-
ing was finally going to 
come into fruition, or so it 
seemed. Then the corono-
virus came along, and he 
thought it better to post-
pone the effort.

“In January, I dropped 
the first single, and then I 
plan around April to drop 
the second single, but 
then COVID hit and that 
really derailed the entire 
project,” says Sunga, a 
longtime Wellesley Idol 
judge.

Having released the 
track, ‘Listen to your 
heart,’ at the beginning of 
the year, he said he found 
it challenging to lineup 
schedules with his pro-
ducer while working a full-
time job and being a dad. 

“We were well into the 
second song and we would 
have been able to meet 
that timeline. But as soon 
as we were all sort of in 
isolation, I was no longer 
able to meet with my pro-
ducer. And …we [couldn’t] 
really wrap up that song 
until we found a way to 
sort of make it work. And 
so that process became 
sort of prolonged,” he said 
of ‘For Your Sympathy,’ 
which although pop in na-
ture, deals with emotions 
that are all too real.

“I think if I can boil it 
down to the complicated 
feelings and emotions that 
one goes through during 
the loss of a loved one. It 
is based off of my own per-
sonal experience: I lost my 
mom back in 2007,” said 
Sunga. 

The song aims to bal-
ance how one copes with 
loss and experience Sunga 
feels you cannot under-
stand unless you’ve been 
through it. The track also 
adds a twist involving a 
narrative of miscommu-

nications between friends 
during difficult times. 

“People don’t know 
what to say,” he explained 
of people’s reactions fol-
lowing someone’s loss of a 
loved one. “In those type 
of situations. And some-
times, especially friends, 
they might feel really awk-
ward about like the situ-
ation because they can’t 
find the right things to say 
in the right words. But in 
that moment, the person 
who is mourning... I think 
they just want somebody 
to be there –  they need 
those people to show up. 
And I think when you’re 
going through all those 
emotions, even a second 
[of]delay …the delay can 
seem like a lifetime to that 
person. But meanwhile, I 
know that friend isn’t nec-
essarily neglecting them 
or not caring about them 
in their moments of de-
spair, but they’re actually 
just trying to carefully find 
the right words to say or 
how to act.”

Like ‘Listen to Your 
Heart,’ Sunga created a 
music video for the second 
single but quite different-
ly. 

“I did a video for my 
first release in January, 
where it was… a full video 
shoot. And I worked with, 
a director and we had an-
other cast member who 
was on screen with me 
and along with the whole 
crew behind the scenes, 
but obviously [it was] in-
dependent,” said Sunga, 
noting this time around it 
wasn’t “really possible. So, 
I ended up working with a 
stop-motion animator.”

Sam Hilliser was the 
artist tasked for the vid-
eo. Sunga was blown by 
Hilliser’s work in the 
past and was hoping that 
the animator would be 
happy to help with the 
video. A benefit of recent 
adaptions made the trans-
ferring of ideas between 
different countries easier. 
Hilliser is based in Russia, 
which normally would 
make things difficult, but 

Given all the additional 
time many have had due 
to the COVID-19 lockdown, 
one might think artists 
would see some benefits, 
but that’s not been Sch-
reiber’s experience.

“I found it very difficult 
at times to paint. In the 
past, I’d be able to work 
for eight or nine hours 
straight at a time and it was 
a real up-and-down valley 

through this period, be-
cause there’s times I could 
really focus in and just 
really kind of put the pedal 
down. Other times I can 
only work for maybe two to 
three hours at a time, and 
just get really restless,” he 
said.

Schreiber is one of six re-
alism artists that have work 
on display at the West-

ALBUM | 24
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Offi ce:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104
Fax:           519-669-5753 
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classifi ed Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-residential

Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-commercial

Placing Classifi ed Advertising

Classifi ed advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
offi ce hours. All classifi ed advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifi cations are available at: 
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver
Career Opportunity!
Construction Project Manager
Do you have a keen interest in construction technology?
Are you an experienced site supervisor or foreman wanting a new challenge? 
Conestogo Carpenters may have the career opportunity you have been waiting for!

Residential, agricultural or commercial construction experience is required.
Basic Computer skills needed. Must be able to take initiative and balance a wide 
array of responsibilities.

Interested? Email jeremy@conestogocarpenters.ca or call 226.749.3327

Job Summary
Conestogo Agri Systems Inc., a progressive company, is seeking the right qualified 
individual to join our Installation/Service team, who is organized, self-motivated, and has 
the ability to adapt to new technologies in the dairy industry. This position offers variety and 
continual learning opportunities. The successful applicant must possess excellent customer 
relations skills and will become one of our experts in the milking robot service and 
installation department, being familiar with all types of milking and dairy equipment.
This position requires computer software skills, as well as electrical knowledge and 
experience. Previous dairy equipment experience is preferred.  A farming or agriculture 
background would be considered an asset. With the support of your fellow service 
technicians, our goal is for you to be able to hit the ground running with the installation, 
troubleshooting, and preventative maintenance on robotic milking equipment. This role will 
also include training to work in all areas of dairy equipment service and maintenance.

Location: Drayton, ON
Based out of our location north of Drayton, the successful candidate will be working 
closely with the Service/Installation Manager and existing personnel.

Role Responsibilities:
• Work on a team and independently from a mobile location
• Installation & commissioning of robotic dairy equipment
• Set up & configure the internal networks used by the equipment
• Provide scheduled maintenance of robotic diary equipment
• Train customers in the operation of robotic & automated dairy equipment.
• Troubleshoot & provide customer support of existing installations.
• Be available to fit into our on-call rotation throughout the year.

Required Professional Knowledge, Skills and Qualifications:
• Service, installation and maintenance experience with robotic dairy milking systems 

and components
• Aware of all codes and safety regulations
• Technical trouble-shooting skills
• Strong electrical knowledge
• Computer network setup/service experience is an asset
• Driver’s license in good standing
• No lifting restrictions
• Must possess excellent written and verbal communication skills

Compensation packages include a group benefit plan and an RRSP plan. 
Check out our website to learn more about what we do.

If you are interested, please email your resume to info@conestogoagri.ca

We thank all applicants for their interest, however, only those selected for an interview will 
be contacted.

Job Type: Full-time

Experience:
• Computer Operating: 1 year (Preferred)
• Electrical: 1 year (Preferred)
• Service technician: 1 year (Preferred)

Looking for experienced licensed 
310T Truck & Coach Technician for 

AFTERNOON FOREMAN position.

 Must have previous experience leading and 
mentoring a team of Techs. Requires 

superior technical knowledge, positive 
attitude and strong communication skills. 

Competitive wages, shift premiums, 
comprehensive benefits, uniforms, and 
annual tool and work boot allowance. 

Please call 519-885-9166
and ask to speak to Kyle, or email us at 

kyle@apextruckandtrailer.ca

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps 

growing! Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, 
manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood 

stairs. Our shop and showroom are 
located in the town of Drayton. 

At Woodland, one of our core values is 
Respect. Respect for our team members 

and respect for our customers. 
We are looking for a full time, permanent 
Kitchen Cabinet Engineer 

to join our team. In this position, you will be 
using Cabinet Vision software, to create 
detailed shop drawings, CNC files and 

production cut lists. In this position you would 
be reporting to our Engineering Manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet Building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet Install experience will be an asset
• Cabinet Vision Experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

Experience:
• Cabinet Vision: 1 year (Preferred)
• Woodworking: 1 year (Preferred)

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please 

send your resume to 
laverne@woodlandhorizon.com

or call 519.638.5961 ext 4
Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

WORD ADS 
AND AUCT IONS 
CONTINUE 
ON PAGE 19

IN PRINT. ONLINE. IN PICTURES. IN DEPTH.

100%
 LOCAL

HELP WANTED

PERSON TO ASSIST 
WITH DRIVING TWO 
trips to Florida in Octo-
ber. First trip a load of 
hay, second trip horses. 
Ford 350 truck and trail-
er. Requires an A drivers 
license. 519-698-9881. 
Text 910-992-6862 or 
dcbbill22@gmail.com

FOR SALE

IMMACULATE 39FT 
SALEM VILLA ESTATE 
Located on a Premi-
um Lake Front lot at 
Parkbridge Spring 
Valley Campground. 1 
bedroom, electric fire-
place, central vac & air, 
full size appliances and 
stone counter tops. 
Season May to October 
dues approx $5,000. 
Or could be moved to 
your lot. $47,500. Call 
519-591-4591.

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a Woodworking Craftsman
to join our team. In this position you would be working in the 

custom assembly part of the shop, reporting to our kitchen 
production manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required
• 5 years previous wood working, trim carpenter and install

experience will be an asset

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 4

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

HELP WANTED
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

Parks, Trail and Outdoor Amenities
Sports fields are now open provided Provincial restrictions on physical 
distancing and gathering limits of 10 are adhered to.  Organized games 
are not permitted. 

Trails Closures
• The Mill Race Trail and the parking lot at 32 Front St., St. Jacobs 

remain closed.
• The West Montrose Covered Bridge is closed to visitors outside 

the community. Local residents can continue to walk in their 
neighbourhood while physical distancing.

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage
Please join us on our webpage: Woolwich.ca/StayActive for activities 
brought to you by our wonderful recreation and facilities staff, instructors 
and partners. 

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all open air burning within the Township. 
Whether you are having a small backyard fire or clearing your property of 
brush, a permit is required. You can apply for a permit at Woolwich.ca or 
by calling 519-669-6022 during COVID-19.
*Please note as the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, the status 
of facilities and services may change. For the most current information, 
please see the Woolwich Township website at Woolwich.ca or call us at 
519-669-1647.

Local Business Resources
Local businesses are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in 
Woolwich Township. See who’s hiring on-line today!
In response to COVID-19, the Township’s economic development focus has 
shifted to:

• Helping local businesses access Federal and Provincial financial 
aids;

• Promoting local businesses that are still available or offer online 
service; and

• Monitoring the economic impact to support Council decisions.
For more information or for assistance accessing resources, contact 
the Township at 519-669-1647 and ask to speak with the Economic 
Development & Tourism Officer or contact EconomicDevelopment@
woolwich.ca.

COVID-19
Woolwich Township Update

As the 2019 Novel Coronavirus or COVID-19 pandemic continues to 
evolve around the world and in our community, the health and wellbeing 
of Woolwich residents remain our top priority. The Township continues to 
work closely with area municipalities, Region of Waterloo’s Public Health, 
and provincial and national partners to monitor and respond to new 
developments.
For information on symptoms, treatment and preventative measures, you 
may contact:

• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400
• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000
• Public Health Agency of Canada: 1-833-784-4397

Regional Face Mask By-law
The Regional Face Mask By-laws went into effect July 13, 2020, face 
coverings are now required on transit and in all enclosed public places 
– including grocery stores, retail and places of worship. Residents are 
asked to protect each other by wearing a face covering.  Please note 
that children under five and people with certain medical conditions or 
disabilities are exempt from the Face Covering By-law. It’s important to 
show kindness to those who are unable to wear a face covering.  Find out 
more atregionofwaterloo.ca/MaskBylaw

Township Facilities
Township Office
The Township Office is now open to the public for select services. Residents 
are encouraged to continue to use online or phone where possible or to 
book appointments with staff in advance of attending the Administrative 
Building in person. 

Recreation Facilities and Services
Closed until July 24th: All municipal recreational facilities including park 
washrooms, and outdoor fitness equipment remain closed.

Splash Pad
The Elmira Splash Pad is open 11 am – 7 pm daily (weather permitting). 
The splash pad will be fenced and supervised by staff as required by 
applicable Public Health guidelines and Provincial Orders. Only (40) 
people will be allowed within the fenced area at any one time. Residents 
will be able to access and enjoy the Splash Pad for a period of 45 minutes, 
by donation. Children 10 and under must be accompanied by an adult. 
There will be a “first come first serve” rule to allow residents equal time 
at the splash pad. Users must maintain physical distancing requirements. 
The outdoor washroom adjacent tothe splash pad will be also be opened 
with enhanced cleaning. 

Daycamp
The Township of Woolwich is also pleased to announce that day camps 
will be offered in Elmira and Breslau starting July 6, 2020 as permitted by 
Provincial Orders. Camp staff and protocols will adhere to Public Health 
guidelines. For more information see our Summer Camps page at:  www.
woolwich.ca/summercamp  

Final 2020 Property Tax Deferral Program
On May 12, 2020 Council approved an application-based property tax 
deferral program aimed to assist residents and businesses who will 
need more time to pay their 2020 Final Tax Bill. The application for this 
new program is now available on the Township of Woolwich website at 
woolwich.ca/en/living-here/Taxes.aspx.  The program will allow residents 
and businesses financially effected by the COVID-19 pandemic to defer 
their Final Property Tax due dates by 60 days.  The application deadline 
for this program is July 31, 2020. Paper based copies are available upon 
request.
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R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

Melanie
Beisel

SALES REPRESENTATIVE519-590-0835 • mbeisel@royallepage.ca

3450 BROADWAY 
STREET, 
HAWKESVILLE
Welcome to this RARE 
OPPORTUNITY to 
escape the hustle bustle 
of the city and still be 
within 15 minutes of KW. 
This solid bungalow with 
walk out basement and over 2700 sq feet of living space, including 4 
bed and 2 bath is ready for your personal touch.  Backing onto 
farmland with a spectacular backyard, insulated heated shop, and an 
abundance of gardens, makes this your perfect place to call home.  

$774,500

NEW LISTING!

OPEN HOUSE | SATURDAY  24 PM
COVID SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

 Farm | $2.25 Million
102 acres close to Listowel. 83 workable organic acres, 17 acre bush lot, and a 
3 +1 bedroom ICF constructed home (2009), all on a paved road. Also 2 Coverall 
buildings. MLS. Call Dale Direct. 

Birdland Elmira | $749,900
Desirable location. Great yard, spacious 4 
level backsplit, balcony deck off                                                         
Master, seasonal sunroom, double 
attached, lots of parking, flexible closing.                                               
MLS Call Dale.

$639,900$639,900$639,900$639,900

Elmira - Here is your chance to own a beautiful 
century home that has been lovingly updated 
while keeping the integrity of the century 
charm. The finished walk up attic is perfect for 
a 4th bedroom, playroom or office space.  
Impressive front office has wrap around 
windows to enjoy the mature neighborhood 
views year round.  Plenty of cooking space in 
the spacious kitchen with quartz counter tops 
and a huge butcher block island. Entertain your 
friends and family with the deck outside the 
kitchen and a walk out basement to your back 
yard oasis including hot tub, fish pond, 2 apple 
trees and fairy lights strung in the trees for a 

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

charm. The finished walk up attic is perfect for 
a 4th bedroom, playroom or office space.  
Impressive front office has wrap around 
windows to enjoy the mature neighborhood 
views year round.  Plenty of cooking space in 
the spacious kitchen with quartz counter tops 
and a huge butcher block island. Entertain your 
friends and family with the deck outside the 

$639,900$639,900$639,900$639,900$639,900$639,900

windows to enjoy the mature neighborhood 

friends and family with the deck outside the 
kitchen and a walk out basement to your back 
yard oasis including hot tub, fish pond, 2 apple 

windows to enjoy the mature neighborhood 
views year round.  Plenty of cooking space in 
the spacious kitchen with quartz counter tops 
and a huge butcher block island. Entertain your 
friends and family with the deck outside the 
kitchen and a walk out basement to your back 

SOLD

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Coming 
Soon!
Drayton

magical evening.  Detached double car garage, exposed aggregate driveway with parking for 
6, all electrical and plumbing updated, all appliances included, just move in!

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR 
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

5 BOBOLINK PLACE, 
ELMIRA

Exquisite, custom built bungalow offers 
over 3,000 square feet and is built on 
two lots. Backing onto a wooded for-
est. New concrete driveway. Gourmet 
kitchen recently installed w/dark maple 
cabinetry, commercial stainless steel 
appliances, island and granite counter 
tops. Formal dining room, office & two 
bedrooms on the main floor, both with 

58 PINTAIL DRIVE, ELMIRA

SOLD

$1,699,900
ensuites. Approximately 2,700 square feet finished in the basement, consisting of 3 
bedrooms, exercise room, huge rec room & games area. Utility room w/stairs to the 
triple garage. 5 bathrooms. Expect to be impressed! MLS 

LOT #255 
CONESTOGO LAKE

SOLD

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

There's no 
place like 
home. 
And you 
can fi nd 
one here.

BUYING 
OR SELLING 

REAL ESTATE?
YOU'RE IN THE 
RIGHT PLACE.
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

YOUR BUSINESS 

HERE EVERY WEEK 

DELIVERED TO HOMES 

IN WOOLWICH, 

WELLESLEY & 

WATERLOO.

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

We support our
Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Brown, John ‘Jack’ 
March 23, 1933 - July 7, 2020

Passed away peacefully at Columbia 
Forest, Waterloo, at the age of 87. 
Beloved husband for almost 61 years 
of Helen Brown (Weigel). Wonderful 
father of Jackie (Ken) of Lindsay, Brian 
(Lisa) of Waterloo, Steven (Debra) of 
Sherkston, and Scott of Elmira. Dear 
grandfather of Matthew, Danielle, 
Zachary, Grant, Naomi, and Paige, and 
great-grandfather of Leia. Survived 
by his sister Sandra (Clint) Rohr and 
brother Rev. William (Joyce) Brown, 
along with many nieces and nephews. 
Predeceased by his infant daughter, 
parents William and Gladys Brown 
(nee Hahn), brothers Clifford (in 
infancy) and Howard, sisters Ruth 
Fink, Jean Hachborn, Betty Gingrich, 
and Carol Stortz, in-laws Harold 
Parker, Cyril Stortz, Walter Hachborn, 
Mary Brown, Wolf Fink, and Gordon 
Gingrich, and mother and father-in-
law Norman and Nellie Weigel.

Jack was a respected businessman who 
co-owned and operated W.C. Brown & 
Sons Clothing and Tailor Shop with his 
brother Howard, until the mid 1980s. 
He also founded John G. Brown and 
Sons with his sons Brian and Scott. 
Jack made cedar strip canoes as a 
hobby and was always ready to go out 
for a paddle on the lake. Jack was a 
man of great faith and humility. He 
was a longtime, faithful member of St. 
James Lutheran Church in Elmira. He 
served his Lord by doing numerous 
tasks in the church, including many 
years as a councilman and Sunday 
School superintendent; but his biggest 
pleasure was singing in the church 
choir. Jack had a beautiful voice and 
loved music of all types. He sang 
duets with Jackie and was a longtime 
member of the Schneider Male Chorus, 
and the Gloryland Chorus. 

Cremation has taken place. There 
will be no funeral home visitation or 
funeral service. A celebration of Jack’s 
life and faith will be held at a later 
date. The family wishes to express 
their gratitude to the healthcare 
professionals who cared for Jack so 
that he could remain in his home for 
as long as possible and to the caring 
and dedicated staff who looked after 
Jack at Columbia Forest in Waterloo. 
A special thank you to Jess for all 
your visits with him. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations to St. James 
Lutheran Church or Grand River 
Regional Cancer Center would be 
appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

On the occasion of his 85th birthday, 
the family of Carl Dettwiler invites you 
to celebrate this milestone with a drive-
by at his home, 12 Sandpiper, Elmira on 

 Saturday, July 18th from  
2:00 pm to 3:30 pm.

Well wishes only please, greeting card 
box will be available curbside.

Happy 60th Anniversary

“Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, and  

endures all things.”(I Cor. 13:7)
May you have many more years 

together in God’s love.

Leo & Elsie Martin

Love from your family!

Watson, Roderick
Rod passed away peacefully on July 1, 2020 
in West Palm Beach Florida after a long and 
courageous battle with cancer. He was 57.  

Beloved son of Del Watson of Elmira. Sadly 
missed by  brothers Robert Watson, David 
Watson (Kathy) and Ken Curtis (Peggy) sisters 
Heather Miller (Jeff) and Kathy Mallett (Bill).  

Fondly remembered by many nieces, 
nephews and cousins. Predeceased by his 
father David Watson and brother Court Curtis. 
Cremation has taken place and a memorial 
service is not planned at this time.

Mark and Lynn Straus are pleased to 
announce the graduation of their son 

Ben, from Wilfrid Laurier University and 
University of Waterloo. 

Ben graduated from the dual degree program 
with an Honours Bachelor of Business 

Administration from WLU (concentration in 
Finance and an Economics Minor), and an 

Honours Math degree (Honours Statistics) from 
UW, on the Dean’s Honours List. Ben is currently 

employed by the Bank of Canada in Ottawa.

OBITUARY

OBITUARYANNIVERSARY BIRTHDAY GRADUATION

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

BRUBACHER, ERLA - Passed away peacefully 
at her residence, RR 2, Wallenstein, on Thurs-
day, July 9, 2020, at the age of 63.

HORST, RONALD - Passed away peacefully at 
his home, RR 3, Listowel, after a courageous 
battle with cancer on Wednesday, July 8, 
2020, at the age of 78. Local relatives are 
his daughter Connie (Wilhelm) Harder of St. 
Jacobs and Cheri Ann (Victor) Brubacher of 
Linwood.

DEATH NOTICES

IN PRINT.  
IN DEPTH. 
ONLINE.

FOR SALE

LAWN FERTILIZER AND 
LAWN SEED - CALL 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

HAY & STRAW

LIVESTOCK BEDDING \
CS0GREEN \CS0SAW-
dust. 40 yard load, deliv-
ered. Call 519-580-0771.

FARM 
EQUIPMENT

FOR SALE: RED 
SQUARE BALE FEEDER 
asking $900. Heavy 
green 16' steel gate 
$275. Both excellent 
condition Heidelberg 
519-699-9260.

CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 15

Municipal, Police, Fleets & Others

VEHICLE AUCTION

Sat July 18th 9:30am

BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX
5100 FOUNTAIN ST, North, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

to be held at

CHECK WEBSITE for Updates & Pictures!
Pictures posted as vehicles arrive!

https://mrjutzi.hibid.com/auctions

2015 Ford EDGE SE AWD SUV
2015 EXPLORER Interceptor AWD

2 - 13/14 Chev Equinox AWD’s
2012 Chrysler 200 Touring 4dr

2012 Nissan MURANO AWD
2011 Nissan ARAMADA Platinum AWD

2 - 2011 Dodge Journey’s
4 - 2010/2013 Grand CARAVAN SE Wgns
2 - 2010/2011 Chev 3500 4x4 Pickups

2 - 2010/2012 Ford FUSION SE’s
4 - 2011 CROWN VICTORIA Interceptor’s

2001 Ford F550 XL Diesel Stake
2001 Pontiac FIREBIRD Coupe
80 Cadillac SEVILLE - 040miles

68 Chev IMPALA 327 Custom Coupe - 046miles

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

M.R. Jutzi & Co

VIEWING: By appointment Friday July 17th, 2020, 1 pm to 4 pm
TERMS: 5% Buyer’s Premium applicable, $500 Deposit on Each Unit, 

Balance By Cash, Debit or Bank Draft, in 48 Hrs, or as announced

Division 658347 Ontario Inc.

Online Only -- Webcast

AUCTION

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking,  
519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

CUSTOM BALING LARGE 
SQUARE OR ROUND. 
Call Jeff 519-580-0674.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

OAT & PEAS FOR FOR-
AGE COVER CROPS 
- Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

INSIDE STORAGE 
WANTED  FOR 42' 
motor home. Call Russ 
519-741-7900.

WANTED: CLASSIC CAR 
WINTER STORAGE. 
Call Ron 519-669-4566.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

GARAGE SALES

319 GOLF COURSE 
ROAD CONESTOGO. 
Sat. July 18 8 a.m. to 
noon. Lots of good stuff.

ELMIRA - 97 FIRST ST. 
WEST.  FRI. JULY 24 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Something 
for everyone. Books, 
canes, toys, kitchen 
wares, Bruder toys and 
Tupperware.

WANT TO 
SUPPORT 

THE LOCAL 
NEWS IN THE 
OBSERVER?

WE INVITE YOU TO 
VISIT WWW.OCNF.ORG 
TO MAKE A DONATION.

THE OBSERVER WILL MATCH YOUR 
DONATION IN CREDIT TOWARDS 

ANOTHER LOCAL BUSINESS.

100%
LOCAL
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Grand River Transit (GRT) this week began distributing 
free masks to transit customers as the region’s new 
mask-wearing bylaw came into e� ect. As well as on 
the buses themselves, masks are also required inside 
bus shelters, on transit station platforms and in GRT 
customer service locations. 

A new COVID-19 poll reveals that adults under the age 
of 34 and those from certain communities, including 
Black, Indigenous and People of Colour, are among 
the most likely to experience fi nancial insecurity, job 
losses and reduced income as a result of the pandem-
ic. Some 66% respondents aged 18-34, compared to 
38 per cent of Canadian respondents aged 55+, have 
experienced or anticipate experiencing unemploy-
ment or reduced hours as a result of COVID-19. 

GRT AND MASKS HIT BY COVID

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

OFTEN HEARD BY CUSTOMERS LEAVING AN AUTO SHOP
“Thanks for fixing my car, 

I hope I don’t see you for a while”

Don’t worry we don’t take this personally! 
This comment is exactly why we have put together our appointment 
process. We service your car in a way that when you leave our shop 
you know what condition your car is in. You don’t need to wonder what 
will break down next but instead leave confidently knowing we will let 
you know at every appointment if we see anything concerning.

      -Al Zettler

FOR THE RECORD

Terry Daynard has published his research into the history of his Mennonite and 
Amish neighbours. [SUBMITTED]

Guelph/Eramosa farmer Terry Daynard fi nds some time to indulge his curiosity

An amateur historian's take 
on Mennonite communities

KITCHEN | 21

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

With a little more time on 
his hands, Terry Daynard 
started looking into the 
Mennonite and Amish 
history of the area around 
his Guelph/Eramosa 
Township farm. That soon 
turned into a full-blown 
research effort, with his 
findings detailed on his 
blog.

Something of an ama-
teur historian, Daynard 
used his own research and 
information gathered from 
community members to 
present an abridged his-
tory of the Old Order com-
munities.

His interest was piqued 
early on, as geography and 
farming brought him in 
contact with neighbouring 
communities. 

“I live on a farm in 
Guelph Township less 
than a mile from Wool-
wich,” he said, noting 
that many of the people 
he’s worked with over 
the years belonged to the 
surrounding Mennonite 
communities. “I’ve never 
really known very much 
background and, quite 
honestly, never had time 
to pursue it.”

That changed when the 
COVID-19 crisis led to a 
lockdown, freeing up a 
fair bit of time, as it did for 
many others.

As for the Amish, Day-
nard grew interested after 
attending auctions in the 
Milverton area. 

The second-best 
way to eat ripe 

summer tomatoes

Ripe summer toma-
toes require noth-
ing more than to be 

sliced, drizzled with fruity 
extra-virgin olive oil and 

IN THE KITCHEN

RESEARCH | 22

“If you have not gone 
to one of those person-
ally, you should because 
they’re very unique,” Day-
nard suggested.

“There won’t be one this 
July because of COVID, 
but they’re huge, [with]
all kinds of people there. 
Most of them I didn’t 
know who they were and 
couldn’t tell one from the 
other and then I bumped 
into the term Amish-Men-
nonite, and that really 
threw me,” he added of 
a combination of two 
groups that he believed 
were separate.

With a surplus of time 
on his hands, Daynard be-
gan his quest for answers 
about the origins of the 
Old Order communities 
and how they ended up in 
this area.

As “a special project, 
I decided to see what I 
could find out.” 

Early into his research, 
he stumbled upon a 
couple of resources that 
made the journey more 
accessible. “There’s a lot 
of detailed information 
through Conrad Grebel 
College at the University 
of Waterloo, and they’re 
sort of a center for a lot of 
information there.” Some 
other sources included the 
Ontario Mennonite His-
torical Society and general 
internet research.

At the college, Day-
nard discovered the work 
of now-retired Samuel 
Steiner, a close associate 

AMERICA'S TEST KITCHEN

sprinkled with sea salt and 
fresh pepper. But when you 
need a side dish that's a lit-
tle more substantial, con-
sider panzanella, the rustic 
Italian tomato-bread salad 
in which the fruit is cut 
into chunks, tossed with 
bread pieces and dressed 
with olive oil and vinegar.

When done well, the 
tomatoes give up some of 
their sweet juice, which 
mixes with the tangy dress-
ing and moistens the dry 
bread until it's soft and just 
a little chewy. But the line 
between lightly moistened 
and unpleasantly soggy is 
very thin.

To get the bread just 
right, we toasted the piec-
es in a 400-degree oven, 
where they turned nut-
ty-tasting and lost a fair 
bit of moisture, enhancing 
their ability to soak up 
any added liquid. To coax 
more juice from the sweet 
tomatoes, we cut them up, 
tossed them with some 
salt, and set them in a 
colander to drain. Fifteen 
minutes later, they'd shed 
a good bit of juice into 
which we whisked oil and 

vinegar.
Our bread, tomatoes, 

and dressing perfected, we 
just had to figure out how 
to bring them all together 
into one cohesive dish. The 
key was letting the bread 
soak in the dressing for a 
few minutes. This gave the 
bread a chance to become 
lightly saturated with the 
flavorful dressing before 
adding the rest of the com-
ponents: the tomatoes, 
thinly sliced cucumber 
and shallot, and fresh ba-
sil.

Italian Bread 
Salad (Panzanella)
Serves 4

6 cups rustic Italian or 
French bread, cut or torn 
into 1-inch pieces (1/2 to 1 
pound)
1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil
Salt and pepper
1-1/2 pounds tomatoes, 
cored, seeded, and cut into 
1-inch pieces
3 Tbsp. red wine vinegar
1 cucumber, peeled, halved 
lengthwise, seeded, and 
sliced thin
1 shallot, sliced thin
1/4 cup chopped fresh basil

1. Adjust oven rack to middle 
position and heat oven to 400 
F. Toss bread pieces with 2 ta-
blespoons oil and 1/4 teaspoon 
salt; arrange bread in single 
layer on rimmed baking sheet. 
Toast bread pieces until just 
starting to turn light golden, 15 
to 20 minutes, stirring halfway 
through. Set aside to cool to 
room temperature.
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Join Us Online
Every Sunday

9:15 & 11:00 AM

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Summer Series: 

How Can I Keep from Singing? 
— singing as an act of resilience

Worship: 9:30am

Erv Wiens preaching
 Service moved on-line.

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t 

local events that are o� ered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Woolwich Residents Support Fund
On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz 
launched the Woolwich Residents Support Fund 
(WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich Township Coun-
cil. 
The WRSF will initially address the anticipat-
ed unprecedented needs that many Woolwich 
residents will experience due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  However, the WRSF will continue to 
address ongoing needs experienced by Woolwich 
residents long after the pandemic has ended.   
In general, the fund will provide one-time finan-
cial support to an applicant. However, we realize 
that no two cases are the same. Unique situa-
tions may require further support that otherwise 
would not be accessible for the ongoing needs of 
the individual. 
Prior to an applicant drawing from the WRSF, the 
Fund Review Committee will access other com-
munity services and funds that may be able to 
support and/or provide for the individual.
While eligibility practices and an application 
process are in place, it should be noted that in 
unique, complex, crisis and acute circumstances 
funds may be provided at the discretion of the 
Fund Review Committee, assuming the core cri-
teria of the fund are met.
“What a great example of the barn-raising spir-
it that has always existed in Woolwich,” said 
Mayor Shantz about the Fund during her video 
announcement on what would have been the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival day. 

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.      Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.      Woolwich Community Services
3.      Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.      Woolwich Community Health Centre 

Fund Administrator:  Woolwich Community
Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, 
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 
Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the
website on the WCS Donate page.

Additional information:

2. Gently toss tomatoes and 
1/2 teaspoon salt in large bowl. 
Transfer to colander and set 
over bowl; set aside to drain 
for 15 minutes, tossing occa-
sionally.

3. Whisk remaining 6 table-
spoons oil, the vinegar and 1/4 
teaspoon pepper into reserved 
tomato juices. Add bread piec-
es, toss to coat and let stand 
for 10 minutes, tossing occa-

sionally.

4. Add tomatoes, cucumber, 
shallot and basil to bowl with 
bread pieces and toss to coat. 
Season with salt and pepper to 
taste; serve immediately.

For 25 years, confi dent cooks in the 
know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigorously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe 
testers. See more online at www.
americastestkitchen.com/TCA.

 KITCHEN: Fresh tomatoes call out 
for panzanella, a rustic Italian salad
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 HOT DOG THURSDAYS! JOIN US FOR A FREE HOT-DOG AND 
drink. Grab and go format. Social distancing measures 
in place. Each Thursday in July and August from noon to 1 
p.m. Located at the side of the WCS building. Both meat and 
veggie dogs available.

land Gallery show down 
the road in London. The 
gallery has represented 
Schreiber over the past two 
years. Other artists include 
Nancy Calder from Strat-
ford, John Krygsman from 
London, Sandy Murphy 
from Aurora, Kristy Black-
well from Toronto and 
Denise Antaya from Kings-
ville. The gallery launch 
was different than usual 
and was broken down into 
three sections to ensure 
social distancing and other 
COVID-prevention practic-
es were being met. 

Schreiber’s collection is 
the largest he’s had on dis-
play at a time, and he says 
he’s proud of the work he 
has been able to create. 

“The pieces I used in 
this were completed over 
the last eight months. It’s 
a little break in my usual 
work. For the last 10 years, 
I’ve worked primarily as a 
very detail-oriented, very 
realistic traditional painter 
in the portrait and figure 
category, which I’ve had 
a lot of success with,” he 
said, noting the change 
was “much needed.”

While many artists have 

gone online out of neces-
sity, there’s nothing like a 
live audience. In the case 
of fine art, in particular, 
Schreiber encourages 
people to take in the expe-
rience.

“It is [important] to get 
out to support your local 
artists… visual arts, music, 
dance, whatever it could 
be, because we do need 
an audience. And I think 
that’s one of the hard 
things right now every-
one’s so used to looking 
at things on their phones. 
These things really do need 
to be seen in person, and 
the artists appreciate it. So 
much of what happened, 
and how people dealt 
with getting through this 
situation we’ve been in is 
looking at art, whether it 
be music, TV, movies, read-
ing – whatever it is, those 
are all produced by artists, 
and they need that support 
because that stuff doesn’t 
get created in a vacuum.”

The show is open to the 
public through July 18. 
More information can be 
found at westlandgallery.
ca, and Schreiber’s work 
can be viewed via his web-
site, brentschreieber.com.

 GALLERY: Artists adapting
to deal with today's circumstances

FROM 14
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OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Similar
5. Iraqi port
10. Church song
15. Birdbrain
16. New ____
17. Midget Bu� alo
18. Opportunities, so 
to speak
20. Bitter
21. In a corner
22. Beg
24. ___ grass
25. Ancient Indian prin-
ceple of nonviolence
27. Bond, for one
29. Turkish o�  cer 
honorifi c
31. An end to sex?
32. It had better be 
short
35. Accord

37. Charged, in a way
39. À la mode
41. Is this __?!
42. Lots
45. Band
46. Sidestepped
48. Something taught
51. Hockey Bobby
52. Not mono
53. Except
55. Dry creek
56. More snooty
57. Finger, in a way
59. "How ___ Mehta 
Got Kissed, Got Wild, 
and Got a Life" (Kaavya 
Viswanathan novel in 
the news)
60. Always means itself
61. Boozer
63. Decorative case
64. "The Sun ___ Rises"

65. New driver, typi-
cally

DOWN
1. Annex
2. Aerial maneuver
3. "American ___"
4. "M*A*S*H" setting
5. Car accessory
6. "Jo's Boys" author
7. Word repeated after 
"Que"
8. Pachadi
9. "Go on ..."
11. Indian Garment
12. Feeble
13. Fertile soil
14. Butterfl y, e.g.
19. "Roots," e.g.
21. Macbeth, for one
23. Audition tape
25. "Get ___ of your-

self!"
26. Ancient Briton
28. 90
30. Jerubbaal
33. "Comin' ___ the 
Rye"
34. Mini model
36. Part of BYO
38. ___ of Langerhans
40. Relation
43. Horace volume
44. Highlands hillside
47. Starry-eyed Lion
49. It's a wrap
50. "To ___ is human 
..."
52. Half mediocre
53. Half a gone-by bird
54. Soon, to a bard
58. Religious fi gure
62. Yorkshire river
63. "Have some"

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain fi ring on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 8am - 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

TO YOUR HEALTH

Check daughter regularly because of family history of scoliosis
DEAR MAYO CLINIC: 
What causes scoliosis? 
Do genetics play a role? I 
was diagnosed with it as 
a teenager, and several 
of my cousins had it, too. 
Now I'm worried that my 
daughter, who's 8, may be 
aff ected when she gets old-
er. Should she be checked 
for scoliosis soon?

ANSWER: The exact cause 
of scoliosis isn't known. But 
it tends to run in families, 
which indicates that there 
is a genetic element to this 
spine disorder. Scoliosis also 
can be the result of birth 
defects and a component 
of some neuromuscular 
disorders.

Watch your daughter for 
signs of scoliosis and have 
her evaluated as soon as 
possible if you suspect that 

she may be developing a 
spinal curve.

Scoliosis is an abnormal 
sideways curve of the spine 
with rotation. Most people 
have a spine that is relatively 
straight. In general, a spine 
with a 10-degree sideways 
curve or less is considered 
normal. A curve greater 
than 10 degrees is defined as 
scoliosis.

Scoliosis most often de-
velops during the growth 
spurt just before puberty. It 
affects about 3% of adoles-
cents. Girls and boys devel-
op mild scoliosis at about 
the same rate. But in girls, 
it's seven times more likely 
that the curve will worsen 
over time and require treat-
ment.

Although researchers ha-
ven't pinpointed a specific 
cause of scoliosis, consider-

able work is being done to 
investigate the genetics of 
scoliosis. Researchers know 
that there isn't one gene 
alone that triggers scoliosis. 
Instead, it's likely a complex 
set of genes -- and possibly 
different types of those com-
plex genes within different 
ethnic groups -- that may 
influence the development 
of scoliosis.

There's little doubt, how-
ever, that some genetic com-
ponent exists for scoliosis 
because, as your experience 
illustrates, it's clear that the 
disorder runs in families. 
When a child is diagnosed, 
even if neither parent had 
scoliosis, it's often the case 
that when medical informa-
tion from the extended fam-
ily is examined, a history of 
scoliosis is found.

Beyond genetics, the 

disorder can be the result 
of a birth defect that affects 
the spinal cord or the bones 
of the spine. For example, 
some babies are born with 
spinal vertebra shaped 
like triangles rather than 
squares, so the spine cannot 
align properly.

People who have neuro-
muscular disorders, such 
as muscular dystrophy or 
cerebral palsy, may develop 
scoliosis as a result of that 
underlying disorder. These 
situations are rare, though, 

and account for only about 
1% to 2% of scoliosis cases. 
In most cases, a cause for 
scoliosis cannot be defini-
tively identified.

Because of your family 
history, it would be a good 
idea to start checking your 
daughter for early signs of 
scoliosis. It can be difficult 
to see a curve in the spine 
simply by looking at a 
child's back. Instead, look 
for any unevenness in your 
daughter's shoulders or 
hips when she's standing up 
straight.

Another way to check for 
scoliosis is to look at your 
daughter's back while she is 
bending at the waist. If one 
side of her ribs appears to be 
higher than the other, that 
could be a sign of scoliosis. 
If one shoulder blade consis-
tently appears more prom-

inent than the other, that 
could indicate the presence 
of a spinal curve too.

Although treatment for 
scoliosis cannot reverse the 
spinal curve, the earlier sco-
liosis is identified and treat-
ment is started, the more 
likely it is that progression 
of the curve can be stopped. 
Treatment options depend 
largely on the curve's se-
verity, ranging from regular 
monitoring for mild curves 
to surgical treatment for 
severe spinal curves.

If you are concerned that 
your daughter may be de-
veloping scoliosis, make an 
appointment for her to see 
her primary care provider 
promptly for an evaluation. 

Mayo Clinic Q & A is an educational 
resource and doesn't replace regular 
medical care. For more information, 
visit www.mayoclinic.org.

MAYO CLINIC

of  Rockway Mennonite 
Church in Kitchener who 
published a book about 
the Mennonite back-
ground that is roughly 
900 pages. Daynard spent 
some 30 to 40 hours dis-
secting the work of Steiner 
for his own abridged his-

tory.
Other help came from 

Gerry Horst at the Menno-
nite Story in St. Jacobs.

Daynard calls Horst a 
“walking encyclopedia” 
who’s “been a huge help 
to me.”

Keeping straight all of 
the disparate groups and 

 RESEARCH: Blog posting details what he discovered

the common origins is no 
easy task, Daynard soon 
discovered.

“They basically have 
common roots, but the 
common roots have to go 
back centuries. They got 
their start in Europe ... 
and it’s fascinating [and] 
way more complicated 
than anything that I’ve 
envisioned. It’s compli-
cated enough in Woolwich 
Township, but you get into 
Wellesley and there’s just 
a lot of small, independent 
groups there.”

Learning to satisfy his 
own curiosity, Daynard 
was happy to share his 
finding.

“I think I understand 
a fair bit about the back-
ground and Mennonites 
and the Amish, who they 
are and where they came 
from and how they differ 
from each other in the dif-
ferent groups. At the same 
time, though, I’m not, and 
I’m never going to pretend 
to be an expert on this.”

To read the summary of 
both the Amish and Menno-
nite communities by ‘am-
ateur historian’ Terry Day-
nard visit, tdaynard.com. 

FROM 20

With some time on his hands due to the coronavirus situation, Terry Daynard was able to indulge his curiousity.
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7278 LINE 86, WALLENSTEIN, ON

Wallenstein General Store Inc.

UNIQUE ONE STOP SHOPPING

Groceries • Hardware • Giftware
Books • Drygoods • Postal Outlet

519-669-2231

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 8am to 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

3000 Ament Line, Heidelberg • 519-699-4646

Steed and
Evans Ltd.

Engineers and Contractors

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126 |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

The Next Elmira Clinic: 
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, July 24th
2:30 - 7:30 pm 

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across 
Canada. Because it’s something 
we can do today to help others 
wake up healthier tomorrow.

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

INVASIVE SPECIES

Gypsy moths continue to be a blight on the region
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

An invasive species first 
introduced to North 
America 150 years ago, 
gypsy moths have proven 
tough to eradicate, in-
creasing their range and 
popping up in large num-
bers in bad years. This is 
one of those years.

A bad infestation in Wa-
terloo Region this sum-
mer came as something of 
a surprise.

“We see them here, sort 
of fairly regularly but 
they never really amount 
to much – we’ll see them 
in a few woodlots here 
and there for one year, 
maybe two years, and 
then the birds will start to 
get them under control, 
or if we have a cold win-
ter, a lot of the eggs will 
die off [and not so many 
will hatch],” said Albert 
Hovingh, an environmen-
tal and stewardship plan-
ner with the Region of 
Waterloo. “This year, we 
weren’t expecting quite 
this many. I think every-
body in southern Ontario 
pretty well was caught 
by surprise – it was a sort 
of a major eruption, they 

call that. So yeah, they’ve 
been doing a number on 
the trees.”

It’s in their caterpillar 
stage that the insects 
do damage. Gypsy moth 
caterpillars defoliate host 
trees, often killing them. 
A single gypsy moth in 
its larvae form will eat an 
average of one square me-
tre of leaves and in large 
numbers can be particu-
larly destructive to a tree 
which needs the leaves 
to survive. As leaves help 
create food for a tree by 
turning light into food 
via photosynthesis, a re-
duction in coverage can 
result in a loss of food 
production. The moths 
tend to feed on leafy 
trees, usually choosing 
oak, birch and aspen in 
northern regions, while 
focusing on sugar maple, 
beech, eastern white pine 
and blue spruce in south-
ern parts of the province. 

Here in Waterloo Re-
gion the moths continue 
to be a problem, with 
the number taking peo-
ple in the area by sur-
prise. Normally, the lar-
vae hatch around spring 
and reach maturity – be-
coming a full moth – by 

CONTINUE | 0X

when the moths he was 
breeding behind his 
Boston residence were 
released accidentally. The 
resulting error began a 
century long spread of the 
invasive species which 
now sees the destruction 
of trees across provinces 
like Ontario, Quebec, and 
the Maritimes. 

At this time in the year 
it is too late for the pub-

lic to do anything 
about the gyp-

sy moth, 
how-

ever, 
Hovingh 

says there 
are some things 

which can be 
done in early stages. 

These things include 
spraying Btk (Bacillus 

thuringiensis kursta-
ki,  a bacterium found 

naturally in the soil) to 
control and kill the cater-
pillars, wrapping burlap 
around the trees and then 

removing the caterpillars 
each morning from the 
tree, or use sticky tape 
around the tree. People 

can also remove egg 
masses from the trees 

and stop the moths at their 
source. 

was introduced to North 
America from Europe 
in 1869 by French artist, 
astronomer and amateur 
entomologist Etienne 
Leopold Trouvelot, who 
wanted to breed them 
with silkworms and de-
velop a silk- worm indus-
try. His efforts, 
however, got 
away 
from 
him 

mid-June to early July.
Hovingh says this prob-

lem can be managed by 
the trees themselves – as 
they can produce another 
set of leaves if they are 
eaten away – but they can 
only tolerate this for so 
long. 

“A lot of the trees ac-
tually will be able to 
put out another set of 
leaves… but the trees 
will continue to function 
[after being stripped by 
the moths]. The trees if 
they’re healthy, they can 
tolerate this for three, 
maybe four years, just 
basically being stripped. 
Every year, it slows their 
growth down [and] also 
makes them susceptible 
to other diseases and 
things, but they can tol-
erate it. So, a little bit [of 
a] different action than 
some insects 
have, 

but yeah if you get 
enough of them for 
enough years, it can have 
a pretty major impact 
on your trees,” Hovingh 
added.

The Grand River Con-
servation Authority 
sprayed this year, using 
a special bacterial insec-
ticide that specifically 
targets moths like these. 
The region chose not to 
do anything as they did 
not see any major out-
breaks at the time when 
spraying for the pests 
was necessary. Hovingh 
says the region may do 
some “egg mapping” 
later this year and 
consult with cities 
and townships on a 
course of action for 
this next year.

The Gypsy Moth 
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Join Us Online
Every Sunday

9:15 & 11:00 AM

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Summer Series: 

How Can I Keep from Singing? 
— singing as an act of resilience

Worship: 9:30am

Erv Wiens preaching
 Service moved on-line.

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t 

local events that are o� ered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Woolwich Residents Support Fund
On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz 
launched the Woolwich Residents Support Fund 
(WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich Township Coun-
cil. 
The WRSF will initially address the anticipat-
ed unprecedented needs that many Woolwich 
residents will experience due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  However, the WRSF will continue to 
address ongoing needs experienced by Woolwich 
residents long after the pandemic has ended.   
In general, the fund will provide one-time finan-
cial support to an applicant. However, we realize 
that no two cases are the same. Unique situa-
tions may require further support that otherwise 
would not be accessible for the ongoing needs of 
the individual. 
Prior to an applicant drawing from the WRSF, the 
Fund Review Committee will access other com-
munity services and funds that may be able to 
support and/or provide for the individual.
While eligibility practices and an application 
process are in place, it should be noted that in 
unique, complex, crisis and acute circumstances 
funds may be provided at the discretion of the 
Fund Review Committee, assuming the core cri-
teria of the fund are met.
“What a great example of the barn-raising spir-
it that has always existed in Woolwich,” said 
Mayor Shantz about the Fund during her video 
announcement on what would have been the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival day. 

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.      Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.      Woolwich Community Services
3.      Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.      Woolwich Community Health Centre 

Fund Administrator:  Woolwich Community
Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, 
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 
Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the
website on the WCS Donate page.

Additional information:

2. Gently toss tomatoes and 
1/2 teaspoon salt in large bowl. 
Transfer to colander and set 
over bowl; set aside to drain 
for 15 minutes, tossing occa-
sionally.

3. Whisk remaining 6 table-
spoons oil, the vinegar and 1/4 
teaspoon pepper into reserved 
tomato juices. Add bread piec-
es, toss to coat and let stand 
for 10 minutes, tossing occa-

sionally.

4. Add tomatoes, cucumber, 
shallot and basil to bowl with 
bread pieces and toss to coat. 
Season with salt and pepper to 
taste; serve immediately.

For 25 years, confi dent cooks in the 
know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigorously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe 
testers. See more online at www.
americastestkitchen.com/TCA.

 KITCHEN: Fresh tomatoes call out 
for panzanella, a rustic Italian salad
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 HOT DOG THURSDAYS! JOIN US FOR A FREE HOT-DOG AND 
drink. Grab and go format. Social distancing measures 
in place. Each Thursday in July and August from noon to 1 
p.m. Located at the side of the WCS building. Both meat and 
veggie dogs available.

land Gallery show down 
the road in London. The 
gallery has represented 
Schreiber over the past two 
years. Other artists include 
Nancy Calder from Strat-
ford, John Krygsman from 
London, Sandy Murphy 
from Aurora, Kristy Black-
well from Toronto and 
Denise Antaya from Kings-
ville. The gallery launch 
was different than usual 
and was broken down into 
three sections to ensure 
social distancing and other 
COVID-prevention practic-
es were being met. 

Schreiber’s collection is 
the largest he’s had on dis-
play at a time, and he says 
he’s proud of the work he 
has been able to create. 

“The pieces I used in 
this were completed over 
the last eight months. It’s 
a little break in my usual 
work. For the last 10 years, 
I’ve worked primarily as a 
very detail-oriented, very 
realistic traditional painter 
in the portrait and figure 
category, which I’ve had 
a lot of success with,” he 
said, noting the change 
was “much needed.”

While many artists have 

gone online out of neces-
sity, there’s nothing like a 
live audience. In the case 
of fine art, in particular, 
Schreiber encourages 
people to take in the expe-
rience.

“It is [important] to get 
out to support your local 
artists… visual arts, music, 
dance, whatever it could 
be, because we do need 
an audience. And I think 
that’s one of the hard 
things right now every-
one’s so used to looking 
at things on their phones. 
These things really do need 
to be seen in person, and 
the artists appreciate it. So 
much of what happened, 
and how people dealt 
with getting through this 
situation we’ve been in is 
looking at art, whether it 
be music, TV, movies, read-
ing – whatever it is, those 
are all produced by artists, 
and they need that support 
because that stuff doesn’t 
get created in a vacuum.”

The show is open to the 
public through July 18. 
More information can be 
found at westlandgallery.
ca, and Schreiber’s work 
can be viewed via his web-
site, brentschreieber.com.

 GALLERY: Artists adapting
to deal with today's circumstances
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Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates
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OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Similar
5. Iraqi port
10. Church song
15. Birdbrain
16. New ____
17. Midget Bu� alo
18. Opportunities, so 
to speak
20. Bitter
21. In a corner
22. Beg
24. ___ grass
25. Ancient Indian prin-
ceple of nonviolence
27. Bond, for one
29. Turkish o�  cer 
honorifi c
31. An end to sex?
32. It had better be 
short
35. Accord

37. Charged, in a way
39. À la mode
41. Is this __?!
42. Lots
45. Band
46. Sidestepped
48. Something taught
51. Hockey Bobby
52. Not mono
53. Except
55. Dry creek
56. More snooty
57. Finger, in a way
59. "How ___ Mehta 
Got Kissed, Got Wild, 
and Got a Life" (Kaavya 
Viswanathan novel in 
the news)
60. Always means itself
61. Boozer
63. Decorative case
64. "The Sun ___ Rises"

65. New driver, typi-
cally

DOWN
1. Annex
2. Aerial maneuver
3. "American ___"
4. "M*A*S*H" setting
5. Car accessory
6. "Jo's Boys" author
7. Word repeated after 
"Que"
8. Pachadi
9. "Go on ..."
11. Indian Garment
12. Feeble
13. Fertile soil
14. Butterfl y, e.g.
19. "Roots," e.g.
21. Macbeth, for one
23. Audition tape
25. "Get ___ of your-

self!"
26. Ancient Briton
28. 90
30. Jerubbaal
33. "Comin' ___ the 
Rye"
34. Mini model
36. Part of BYO
38. ___ of Langerhans
40. Relation
43. Horace volume
44. Highlands hillside
47. Starry-eyed Lion
49. It's a wrap
50. "To ___ is human 
..."
52. Half mediocre
53. Half a gone-by bird
54. Soon, to a bard
58. Religious fi gure
62. Yorkshire river
63. "Have some"

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain fi ring on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 
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TO YOUR HEALTH

Check daughter regularly because of family history of scoliosis
DEAR MAYO CLINIC: 
What causes scoliosis? 
Do genetics play a role? I 
was diagnosed with it as 
a teenager, and several 
of my cousins had it, too. 
Now I'm worried that my 
daughter, who's 8, may be 
aff ected when she gets old-
er. Should she be checked 
for scoliosis soon?

ANSWER: The exact cause 
of scoliosis isn't known. But 
it tends to run in families, 
which indicates that there 
is a genetic element to this 
spine disorder. Scoliosis also 
can be the result of birth 
defects and a component 
of some neuromuscular 
disorders.

Watch your daughter for 
signs of scoliosis and have 
her evaluated as soon as 
possible if you suspect that 

she may be developing a 
spinal curve.

Scoliosis is an abnormal 
sideways curve of the spine 
with rotation. Most people 
have a spine that is relatively 
straight. In general, a spine 
with a 10-degree sideways 
curve or less is considered 
normal. A curve greater 
than 10 degrees is defined as 
scoliosis.

Scoliosis most often de-
velops during the growth 
spurt just before puberty. It 
affects about 3% of adoles-
cents. Girls and boys devel-
op mild scoliosis at about 
the same rate. But in girls, 
it's seven times more likely 
that the curve will worsen 
over time and require treat-
ment.

Although researchers ha-
ven't pinpointed a specific 
cause of scoliosis, consider-

able work is being done to 
investigate the genetics of 
scoliosis. Researchers know 
that there isn't one gene 
alone that triggers scoliosis. 
Instead, it's likely a complex 
set of genes -- and possibly 
different types of those com-
plex genes within different 
ethnic groups -- that may 
influence the development 
of scoliosis.

There's little doubt, how-
ever, that some genetic com-
ponent exists for scoliosis 
because, as your experience 
illustrates, it's clear that the 
disorder runs in families. 
When a child is diagnosed, 
even if neither parent had 
scoliosis, it's often the case 
that when medical informa-
tion from the extended fam-
ily is examined, a history of 
scoliosis is found.

Beyond genetics, the 

disorder can be the result 
of a birth defect that affects 
the spinal cord or the bones 
of the spine. For example, 
some babies are born with 
spinal vertebra shaped 
like triangles rather than 
squares, so the spine cannot 
align properly.

People who have neuro-
muscular disorders, such 
as muscular dystrophy or 
cerebral palsy, may develop 
scoliosis as a result of that 
underlying disorder. These 
situations are rare, though, 

and account for only about 
1% to 2% of scoliosis cases. 
In most cases, a cause for 
scoliosis cannot be defini-
tively identified.

Because of your family 
history, it would be a good 
idea to start checking your 
daughter for early signs of 
scoliosis. It can be difficult 
to see a curve in the spine 
simply by looking at a 
child's back. Instead, look 
for any unevenness in your 
daughter's shoulders or 
hips when she's standing up 
straight.

Another way to check for 
scoliosis is to look at your 
daughter's back while she is 
bending at the waist. If one 
side of her ribs appears to be 
higher than the other, that 
could be a sign of scoliosis. 
If one shoulder blade consis-
tently appears more prom-

inent than the other, that 
could indicate the presence 
of a spinal curve too.

Although treatment for 
scoliosis cannot reverse the 
spinal curve, the earlier sco-
liosis is identified and treat-
ment is started, the more 
likely it is that progression 
of the curve can be stopped. 
Treatment options depend 
largely on the curve's se-
verity, ranging from regular 
monitoring for mild curves 
to surgical treatment for 
severe spinal curves.

If you are concerned that 
your daughter may be de-
veloping scoliosis, make an 
appointment for her to see 
her primary care provider 
promptly for an evaluation. 

Mayo Clinic Q & A is an educational 
resource and doesn't replace regular 
medical care. For more information, 
visit www.mayoclinic.org.

MAYO CLINIC

of  Rockway Mennonite 
Church in Kitchener who 
published a book about 
the Mennonite back-
ground that is roughly 
900 pages. Daynard spent 
some 30 to 40 hours dis-
secting the work of Steiner 
for his own abridged his-

tory.
Other help came from 

Gerry Horst at the Menno-
nite Story in St. Jacobs.

Daynard calls Horst a 
“walking encyclopedia” 
who’s “been a huge help 
to me.”

Keeping straight all of 
the disparate groups and 

 RESEARCH: Blog posting details what he discovered

the common origins is no 
easy task, Daynard soon 
discovered.

“They basically have 
common roots, but the 
common roots have to go 
back centuries. They got 
their start in Europe ... 
and it’s fascinating [and] 
way more complicated 
than anything that I’ve 
envisioned. It’s compli-
cated enough in Woolwich 
Township, but you get into 
Wellesley and there’s just 
a lot of small, independent 
groups there.”

Learning to satisfy his 
own curiosity, Daynard 
was happy to share his 
finding.

“I think I understand 
a fair bit about the back-
ground and Mennonites 
and the Amish, who they 
are and where they came 
from and how they differ 
from each other in the dif-
ferent groups. At the same 
time, though, I’m not, and 
I’m never going to pretend 
to be an expert on this.”

To read the summary of 
both the Amish and Menno-
nite communities by ‘am-
ateur historian’ Terry Day-
nard visit, tdaynard.com. 

FROM 20

With some time on his hands due to the coronavirus situation, Terry Daynard was able to indulge his curiousity.
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7278 LINE 86, WALLENSTEIN, ON

Wallenstein General Store Inc.

UNIQUE ONE STOP SHOPPING

Groceries • Hardware • Giftware
Books • Drygoods • Postal Outlet

519-669-2231

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 8am to 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

3000 Ament Line, Heidelberg • 519-699-4646

Steed and
Evans Ltd.

Engineers and Contractors

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126 |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

The Next Elmira Clinic: 
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, July 24th
2:30 - 7:30 pm 

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across 
Canada. Because it’s something 
we can do today to help others 
wake up healthier tomorrow.

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

INVASIVE SPECIES

Gypsy moths continue to be a blight on the region
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

An invasive species first 
introduced to North 
America 150 years ago, 
gypsy moths have proven 
tough to eradicate, in-
creasing their range and 
popping up in large num-
bers in bad years. This is 
one of those years.

A bad infestation in Wa-
terloo Region this sum-
mer came as something of 
a surprise.

“We see them here, sort 
of fairly regularly but 
they never really amount 
to much – we’ll see them 
in a few woodlots here 
and there for one year, 
maybe two years, and 
then the birds will start to 
get them under control, 
or if we have a cold win-
ter, a lot of the eggs will 
die off [and not so many 
will hatch],” said Albert 
Hovingh, an environmen-
tal and stewardship plan-
ner with the Region of 
Waterloo. “This year, we 
weren’t expecting quite 
this many. I think every-
body in southern Ontario 
pretty well was caught 
by surprise – it was a sort 
of a major eruption, they 

call that. So yeah, they’ve 
been doing a number on 
the trees.”

It’s in their caterpillar 
stage that the insects 
do damage. Gypsy moth 
caterpillars defoliate host 
trees, often killing them. 
A single gypsy moth in 
its larvae form will eat an 
average of one square me-
tre of leaves and in large 
numbers can be particu-
larly destructive to a tree 
which needs the leaves 
to survive. As leaves help 
create food for a tree by 
turning light into food 
via photosynthesis, a re-
duction in coverage can 
result in a loss of food 
production. The moths 
tend to feed on leafy 
trees, usually choosing 
oak, birch and aspen in 
northern regions, while 
focusing on sugar maple, 
beech, eastern white pine 
and blue spruce in south-
ern parts of the province. 

Here in Waterloo Re-
gion the moths continue 
to be a problem, with 
the number taking peo-
ple in the area by sur-
prise. Normally, the lar-
vae hatch around spring 
and reach maturity – be-
coming a full moth – by 

CONTINUE | 0X

when the moths he was 
breeding behind his 
Boston residence were 
released accidentally. The 
resulting error began a 
century long spread of the 
invasive species which 
now sees the destruction 
of trees across provinces 
like Ontario, Quebec, and 
the Maritimes. 

At this time in the year 
it is too late for the pub-

lic to do anything 
about the gyp-

sy moth, 
how-

ever, 
Hovingh 

says there 
are some things 

which can be 
done in early stages. 

These things include 
spraying Btk (Bacillus 

thuringiensis kursta-
ki,  a bacterium found 

naturally in the soil) to 
control and kill the cater-
pillars, wrapping burlap 
around the trees and then 

removing the caterpillars 
each morning from the 
tree, or use sticky tape 
around the tree. People 

can also remove egg 
masses from the trees 

and stop the moths at their 
source. 

was introduced to North 
America from Europe 
in 1869 by French artist, 
astronomer and amateur 
entomologist Etienne 
Leopold Trouvelot, who 
wanted to breed them 
with silkworms and de-
velop a silk- worm indus-
try. His efforts, 
however, got 
away 
from 
him 

mid-June to early July.
Hovingh says this prob-

lem can be managed by 
the trees themselves – as 
they can produce another 
set of leaves if they are 
eaten away – but they can 
only tolerate this for so 
long. 

“A lot of the trees ac-
tually will be able to 
put out another set of 
leaves… but the trees 
will continue to function 
[after being stripped by 
the moths]. The trees if 
they’re healthy, they can 
tolerate this for three, 
maybe four years, just 
basically being stripped. 
Every year, it slows their 
growth down [and] also 
makes them susceptible 
to other diseases and 
things, but they can tol-
erate it. So, a little bit [of 
a] different action than 
some insects 
have, 

but yeah if you get 
enough of them for 
enough years, it can have 
a pretty major impact 
on your trees,” Hovingh 
added.

The Grand River Con-
servation Authority 
sprayed this year, using 
a special bacterial insec-
ticide that specifically 
targets moths like these. 
The region chose not to 
do anything as they did 
not see any major out-
breaks at the time when 
spraying for the pests 
was necessary. Hovingh 
says the region may do 
some “egg mapping” 
later this year and 
consult with cities 
and townships on a 
course of action for 
this next year.

The Gypsy Moth 
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EACH

REG 59.99
FROM
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but this was not the case.
Sunga remains hopeful 

that the rest of the album 
will be released near the 
end of the year. 

Although singles won’t 
be issued monthly as 
intended, the artist de-
termined to release and 
record the album to leave 
behind something for his 
children when he passes 
away one day. Through 
the album, he is hoping to 
share some self-discover-
ies he has made with his 
children. To watch the 
new music video or learn 
more about Sunga visit 
Jpsunga.com.

 ALBUM: Long-awaited project is on hold due to COVID

FROM 14

JP Sunga released two singles from the album, but will wait until things have 
stabilized before continuing with the project. [SUBMITTED]

BEATING THE HEAT

With all the hot weather, there have been plenty of visitors to the splash pad in Elmira’s Bolender Park despite restric-
tions due to the coronavirus situation. [DAMON MACLEAN]
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