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Woolwich proposes 5% tax hike for 2020
BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Budget talks underway this 
week, Woolwich council 
is looking at five per cent 
hike in property taxes, 
a move that would add 
$43.82 a year to the tax bill 
of an average home valued 
at $394,000.

The 2020 budget pro-

Bookended by mild periods, Wednesday saw wintry weather return to the area, making roads treacherous at times. Emergency workers were called to Crowsfoot 
Road, east of Crowsfoot Corner, early in the morning after a vehicle slid off the road.   [JOE MERLIHAN / THE OBSERVER]

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

The average Wellesley 
homeowner can expect to 
pay an additional $42 this 
year on the township por-
tion of their tax bill under 
a budget approved this 
week by council.

That includes a 3.355 per 
cent tax hike and a new 
special greening levy of 0.5 
per cent, which add $36.17 
and $5.43 respectively to 
the bill of a home with an 
assessed value of $399,038. 
Township taxes on such a 
property will be $1,086.55, 
up from $1,055.81 last year. WELLESLEY BUDGET | 04

Wellesley approves 
budget with 3.9% hike

Homeowners face an average increase of $44 on township bill as budget talks get underway at council

A WINTRY WEDNESDAY

WOOLWICH BUDGET | 04

poses a 3.49 per cent base 
increase plus a 1.5 per cent 
special levy for infrastruc-
ture projects.

The first draft discussed 
Tuesday night includes 
an operating budget of 
$18,690,392, an 8.5 per 
cent increase over the 
$17,098,925 in the 2019 
budget.

Along with the tax 

increase, the addition-
al spending would be 
covered by hikes in fees 
and charges, as well as an 
expected 1.98 per cent in-
crease in revenues due to 
new assessment brought 
on by growth, with much of 
the additional money ear-
marked for another round 
of staff additions.

Staff costs are forecast to 

hit $8,374,756 an increase 
of 9.2 per cent over the 
$7,600,394 in the 2019 bud-
get, and 17.8 per cent since 
$6,888,310 in 2017.

One of the new positions 
is a roads supervisor, with 
the township looking at 
other staff additions in 
the infrastructure services 
department, whose budget 
was discussed by council-

lors January 7.
Department director Jar-

ed Puppe proposed adding 
two seasonal workers to 
deal with snow-plowing 
duties, noting the staff is 
spread thin, with no wiggle 
room in the event of a pro-
tracted snow episode or for 
workers calling in sick, for 
instance.

“There’s no redundancy,” 

he said in pointing out the 
road crew would need five 
full-time roads operators 
just to match the next-clos-
est township in the region, 
Wilmot.

When Coun. Larry 
Shantz pointed out the 
2020 numbers for wages re-
lated to snow clearing were 
similar to the 2019 budget, 

The document approved 
by councillors meeting 
Tuesday night features an 
operating budget of $8.3 
million and capital expen-
ditures of $3.4 million, 
which doesn’t include any 
provision this year for a 
planned new recreation 
complex.

While some planning 
will get underway for a 
new rec. complex to re-
place the Wellesley arena, 
it’s not part of the 2020 
budget. The township is 
looking for the bulk of the 
financing to come from 
the federal and provincial 

Average homeowner faces additional $42 
on township portion of tax bill, with new 
0.5% greening levy included
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WMC Holiday Special
GET A FREE MONTH WITH THE PURCHASE

OF AN ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

Woolwich Memorial Centre

December 1, 2019–January 31, 2020
Memberships at the Woolwich Memorial Centre include access to the Fitness 

Centre and admission to all drop in fitness, pool, and skating programs.
Not valid for Fitness Lite Annual Memberships.

For more information contact Customer Service at 519-514-7000

Chung Ohs Elmira
Jay Williams

School of Martial Arts

Monday, January 13, 2020
7:00pm - 8:30pm

Demonstrations start at 7:00pm
Elmira District Secondary School (Lower Gym)

4 University Ave. Elmira

Special Demonstration by our Masters and Instructors

519 - 954-4867 www.chungohstkd.com

ChungOhsElmiraMasterJayWilliams@gmail.com
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519•669•1212    www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East

Are you ready to 
       get active in 2020?

Do you have an old injury or are finding
difficulty with regular movements?difficulty with regular movements?

Let us help you Achieve your New Year's Goals! 

Give us a call Today to book
your appointment, so we can
Move you to better health! 

Ring in the New Year with a Brand New 
You! Find local opportunities to reach 

all of your health and wellness goals for 
2020! Get started today being active, 

moving and enjoying every day. 

202020202020Brand 
New 
YOU

NEW LOW IMPACT PROGRAM

For more information 226.808.9283 • ease.into.wellness@rogers.com

Smooth Grooves & Fitness Moves
Baby it’s cold outside... 
so let’s kick off the new 

decade and dance 
into better fitness!

What better way to ward off 
a winter chill than a fusion

of fun, music & creative 
dance movement? 
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Grand River Transit service could be disrupted as 
early as Tuesday as discussions continue between the 
Region of Waterloo and UNIFOR Local 4304, repre-
senting workers employed by GRT and MobilityPLUS. 
The union will legally be in a position to strike as 
early as 12:01 a.m. on Jan. 14. Should there be a strike, 
conventional bus, Bus Plus and MobilityPLUS services 
will be disrupted. ION train service will continue to 
operate.

Del Gingrich compiled a raft of information about 
the West Montrose covered bridge in a new 
book,  The Kissing Bridge: The story of Ontario’s 
only covered bridge, and West Montrose the 
quiet, charming village whose sides it connects. 

From the Jan. 9, 2010 edition of The Observer

building centre

JL’s Duke St

Shop homehardware.ca5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 • Text JL’s 226.979.1850

Same Day
Ship to Home

Delivery*

and choose JL’s as your home Store.

*Conditions apply local delivery, in stock merchandise. Call store for details.

FR
EE

GRT LABOUR UNREST FROM THE ARCHIVES 

REGION OF WATERLOO

The roundabout in St. Jacobs will be the first place Woolwich sees improvements. [JOE MERLIHAN / THE OBSERVER]

New master plan puts emphasis on transit and cycling, with no definitive timeline for 
the likes of Arthur Street expansion, bypass route around the core of Elmira

More of a waiting game for Woolwich 
as region moves on transportation

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

A four-lane route connect-
ing Elmira to Waterloo 
could be decades away, but 
the Region of Waterloo will 
be starting the process this 
year. Or at least looking 
into it, at any rate.

The new transporta-
tion master plan, which 
recently wrapped up a 
public consultation phase, 
includes the widening 
of Arthur Street between 
Elmira and Highway 85. 
Also discussed is a bypass 
route around downtown of 
Elmira, though that project 
remains outside the 2041 
scope of the new plan.

The document envisions 
the widening of Arthur 
Street to four lanes be-
tween Highway 85 and the 
Sawmill Road roundabout 
by 2031, while the stretch 
from the roundabout to 
Listowel Road would be 
widened in the 2031-41 
timeline.

While work on the road 
project isn’t imminent, it 
is slated for discussion this 
year, along with plans for 
the first step – and envi-
ronmental assessment – to 
begin in 2021, said Steve 
van De Keere, who was the 
project director of the re-
gion’s transportation mas-
ter plan (TMP).

As with the previous 
TMP from 2010, the new 
document focuses on tran-
sit and so-called active 
transportation – walking 
and cycling. There are also 
plans for new roads, road 
widening and, in some 

cases, lane reductions to 
accommodate bicycles. Of 
the $666 million in capital 
spending forecast through 
2031, $247 million is ear-
marked for transit, $120 
million for active transpor-
tation and $299 million for 
roads.

In the 2031-41 period, 
a further $609 million in 
spending breaks down to 
$271 million for transit, $50 
million for active modes 
and $288 million in road 
costs.

That’s $1.275 billion over 
the course of the TMP’s 
study period, though van 
De Keere notes the docu-
ment is “always evolving,” 
with projects subject to the 
annual budget process and 
shifting priorities.

Most of the transit and 
active transportation 
spending will be in the 
cities. In that vein, the re-
gion is coordinating with TRANSPORTATION PLAN | 04

Woolwich considers 
borrowing for road 
maintenance work

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Falling behind on road 
and bridge repairs, the 
township is looking at 
borrowing money for such 
projects, something it’s 
typically reserved for more 
tangible assets such as 
the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre. While staff sees it 
as a sound financial op-
tion, councillors had some 
concerns Tuesday night 
as they discussed the pro-
posed capital budget for 
2020.

The township is looking 
to spend $10.4 million on 
engineering projects, part 
of a $15.5-million capital 
budget. On tap for 2020 are 
bridge costs of $1.5 million 
and paving projects valued 
at $2.7 million, a list that 
includes stretches of Chil-
ligo, Spitzig, Maryhill and 
Middlebrook roads, along 
with Sideroad 16.

Other expenses include 
piggybacking on Region of 
Waterloo reconstruction 
projects on Hawkesville 
Road, a cost to Woolwich 
of $500,000, and Kressler 
Road ($443,000). Lining 
sanitary sewers will take 
another $1 million.

While some of the proj-
ects can be funded through 
reserve funds and devel-
opment charges, much of 
the road and bridge work 
is funded directly from the 
tax levy, making debt fi-
nancing a good alternative, 
suggested director of in-
frastructure services Jared 

Puppe.
Putting off some of the 

work slated for this year 
would save money, but 
would only add costs to 
future years, compound-
ing the financial concerns 
down the road, he added.

“There are a number of 
pressures and stresses on 
the capital side for Wool-
wich.”

Agreeing the work needs 
to be done to tackle the 
township’s infrastructure 
deficit, Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan argued adminis-
trators should instead find 
savings elsewhere in the 
budget to pay for “needs 
versus wants.”

“We don’t like debt,” he 
said. “Your roof needs fix-
ing, so fix the roof, but do it 
within your budget. If your 
roof leaks, you fix it. You 
don’t go on a Disney vaca-
tion this year.”

Coun. Murray Martin 
also had reservations about 
borrowing to pay for road 
work, pointing to an ongo-
ing deficit in infrastructure 
projects.

“If you have a debenture 
this year ... what about next 
year? And what about the 
year after?”

The discussion prompt-
ed Coun. Scott McMillan to 
suggest the township look 
at increasing its longstand-
ing special infrastructure 
levy, which this year is ex-
pected to be 1.5 per cent.

He was also open to the 
idea of borrowing, suggest-
ing that if the debt carrying 

WOOLWICH DEBT | 04

Councillors split on staff direction to 
acquire debt to finance road works

Waterloo, Kitchener and 
Cambridge, he said.

In Woolwich, the em-
phasis is on relieving con-
gestion on the corridor to 
Waterloo, with traffic pres-
sures growing along with 
population in Elmira.

While planning is un-
derway, there won’t be any 
new pavement for several 
years at a minimum. If the 
environmental assessment 
gets underway in 2021, 
the process takes a couple 
of years. From that point, 
it’s at least five to seven 
years before a project is 
completed, van De Keere 
explained.

The TMP timelines, 
which aren’t set in stone, 
could see the widening put 
off for two decades. The 
project is further compli-
cated by the need to cross 
the Conestogo river. The 
current bridge isn’t a good 
candidate for expansion, 

said van De Keere, so the 
structure would have to 
be twinned at no small ex-
pense.

The region will have a 
better handle on timing 
when the environmental 
assessment is done, says 
Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz, who represents 
the township on regional 
council.

“The EA should provide 
us a clearer picture, and 
help us look at what the 
options are,” she said, not-
ing priorities can’t be set 
until the scope of the work 
is determined.

With a plan focused 
away from road projects, 
the townships will have to 
push for improvements on 
their roads.

“Active transportation is 
important, but that’s more 
in the cities. In the town-
ships, vehicles are still go-

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP
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7278 LINE 86, WALLENSTEIN, ON

Wallenstein General Store Inc.

UNIQUE ONE STOP SHOPPING

Groceries • Hardware • Giftware
Books • Drygoods • Postal Outlet

519-669-2231

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
FEN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126  |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

The Next Elmira Clinic:  
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, January 17th
2:30 - 7:30 pm 

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across 
Canada. Because it’s something 
we can do today to help others 
wake up healthier tomorrow.

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

governments, along with 
community fundraising 
efforts. With that money 
in place, Wellesley would 
have a better idea of how 
much it would need to bor-
row via a debenture to pay 
for the project, said Mayor 
Joe Nowak.

What this year’s 3.4 per 
cent increase covers is in-
flationary cost increases, 
some additional money for 
reserve funds and some 
new expenses such as the 
township’s portion of the 
region’s switchover to a 
new radio system.

“That was one per 
cent right there, about 
$60,000,” said Nowak, not-

director of finance Richard 
Petherick explained the 
estimates for this year take 
into account lower over-
time pay to help offset the 
seasonal labour.

For Coun. Murray Mar-
tin, this year’s mild winter 
was reason for concern 
about adding more bodies.

“Are we going to have 
them sitting around?”

Puppe, however, noted 
there would be plenty of 

�WOOLWICH BUDGET: Staffing costs continue to rise, 
outstripping growth in the township and inflation

FROM 01 work for the new additions, 
from service locates to 
pothole filling and truck 
maintenance.

Following a discussion 
about outsourcing, Puppe 
added that much of the 
work, particularly grad-
ing gravel roads in the 
rural area, is best done by 
in-house staff. He noted, 
however, that with the 
retirement of some of the 
experienced equipment 
operators, the township 

has to make an effort to 
ensure the newer drivers 
get proper training.

“The young operators 
are learning on job, which 
is the best way to learn,” he 
said, noting experienced 
drivers are more efficient 
than contracting out the 
work.

“We need to become a 
little more skilled in areas 
where we can,” he added 
of the ongoing training 
efforts.

�WELLESLEY BUDGET: Township looks to bump up
its reserves, work on its carbon footprint in new 2020

FROM 01 ing councillors looked to 
keep the increase as low as 
possible.

“It would have been nice 
to keep it under three (per 
cent), but we couldn’t do 
that this year.”

To save some dollars this 
year, the township has put 
off some projects such as 
road improvements.

“We cut back on some 
of the road work we would 
have liked to have done 
this year,” he said.

Recently introduced in 
Woolwich, a greening levy 
is a first for Wellesley this 
year. The township is look-
ing to raise about $25,000 
from the 0.5 per cent tax, 
with most of the money 

going towards planting 
trees. There will also be an 
educational component, 
said Nowak.

“Hopefully it’s well re-
ceived,” he said of the levy. 
“It’s certainly a topical 
issue right now.”

The greening initiative 
is part of the township’s 
commitment to reducing 
its greenhouse gas emis-
sions. It’s also working on 
a carbon budget in part-
nership with Sustainable 
Waterloo Region, steps 
that will include switching 
over an ice resurfacer at 
the arena to electric pow-
er and the installation of 
three electric vehicle re-
charging stations.

costs, which would be 
$50,000 to $100,000 over 
ten years, are lower than 
the future cost of redoing 
the road after it’s left to 
deteriorate, then it’s good 
debt.

He argued there’s some 
urgency to getting the in-
frastructure file in order 
given that years of growth 
have not paid for itself, 
leaving even greater future 
costs.

“There are different 

ways to look at debt,” 
agreed Mayor Sandy 
Shantz, noting that future 
generations will pay for the 
work, but will have use of 
the assets.

Director of finance 
Richard Petherick said 
the debt option is being 
considered in part because 
the township has two such 
debentures set to expire in 
2021 and 2022, freeing up 
payments that would be al-
most equal to the $900,000 
in borrowing being pro-

posed for road paving jobs.
“We’ve got needs all over 

the place,” he said, noting 
debt financing would be 
a way to keep the projects 
on track, otherwise “some-
thing is going to give.”

“We’ve got more needs 
than we have resources,” 
Martin pointed out.

Tuesday’s meeting was 
the first of four meetings 
council has set aside to 
deliberate the 2020 bud-
get. Talks resume tonight 
(Thursday).

ing to be needed,” she said, 
noting people still have to 
get into the cities even as 
more of them move farther 
afield to find affordable 
housing.

In the meantime, the 
region expects to carry 
out some improvements 
at the Arthur Street and 
Sawmill Road intersection 
by extending the two-lane 
entrances and exits at the 
roundabout.

“That’s a first step to 
improvements of the corri-
dor,” he said. “We hope to 
reduce some of the conges-
tion.”

The bypass route that 

would take through-traffic, 
particularly trucks, off of 
Elmira’s main street will 
be part of the EA study, but 
remains outside the scope 
of current projects.

“Bypasses are interest-
ing projects because some 
people want them, and 
other people don’t,” said 
van De Keere, noting that 
the routes take more than 
trucks out of the core.

Timing, especially for 
projects years down the 
road, remains something 
of a guesstimate. Van De 
Keere notes the transpor-
tation master plan is an 
evolving document, updat-
ed every five years and sub-

ject to each year’s budget 
priorities.

“Things are changing 
faster than they used to,” 
he said, adding costs will 
be a big issue for council to 
discuss at budget time.

“There’s definitely a con-
cern about the cost of some 
of these projects.”

Getting funding for proj-
ects in the townships will 
be a matter of getting other 
councillors onboard, says 
Shantz.

“I try to get it in front 
of them,” she said, noting 
every municipality has its 
own priority.

“All we can do is make 
our needs known.”

�WOOLWICH DEBT: All agree infrastructure a priority, but 
there are different takes on how to pay for the needed work

FROM 03

� TRANSPORTATION PLAN: Rural townships will have
to push for their priorities to be met amidst new strategy

FROM 03
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CALL AMOS WEBER  519-501-9256 
or DIANE COOK  226-979-5751 

Amos & Naomi Weber Tours

SATURDAY JAN. 18
FARMERS PLUS BASEMENT
21 CHURCH ST W, ELMIRA  ON

519-669-5475 • 2–4 pm

Please RSVP by Jan 17, 2020

WE INVITE YOU TO 
OUR OPEN HOUSE
TOURS FOR 2020

FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY

Car keys, Starting
price $40 depending

on the kind of key
your vehicle uses

SALE 50% OFF

Call 226.622.1677

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday CLOSED

HOURS:

THE PERFECT TIME TO
STOCK UP YOUR FREEZER

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

FEATURE ITEMS:

JANUARY SALE

Storewide
Excluding advanced orders, summer sausage, cheese and canned goods. 

Select Items
15%

Off 40%
Off

UP TO

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

M ajor agricultural 
trends being pre-
dicted this year 

for all of Canada are taking 
root here in the region. Al-
though it’s months before 
crop producers will be in 
their fields, they’re keeping 
an eye on at least three 
significant issues bound 
to colour the way farming 
goes in 2020 – before they 
have a single seed in the 
ground.

Those issues, and the 
trends that either preceded 
them or developed from 
them, were described Tues-
day by Farm Credit Canada 
(FCC), our country’s big-
gest farm financer. It holds 
a $36-billion lending port-
folio, which keeps it on its 
toes, forecasting where the 
industry is headed so mon-
ey can be available when 

Major agricultural trends for 2020 taking root locally
and where it’s needed.

The issues – climate 
change, protectionism and 
automation – underline 
how agriculture is both 
global and local, in some 
other continent as well as 
right there in the field next 
to your subdivision. 

J.P. Gervais, FCC’s chief 
agricultural economist, 
says these issues could sig-
nificantly change the way 
Canadian farm operations, 
agri-businesses and food 
processors do business 
at home and around the 
world. The test, he says, is 
how farmers will adapt to 
take advantage of the op-
portunities or mitigate the 
challenges that come with 
each of these trends.

That’s big stuff. FCC and 
others who advise farmers 
are increasingly focussing 

on management – that is, 
helping farmers manage 
for potential risks and stay 
profitable and sustainable.

Now, that’s one thing 
when the risk is nearby, 
like urban encroachment 
or a veterinary shortage. 
But it reaches new anxi-
ety-riddled heights when 
the causes are mostly out 
of farmers’ hands. 

For example, what can 
farmers do about a chronic 
labour shortage? Automa-
tion is one response. Ger-
vais says that despite global 

economic turmoil, the 
outlook for Canadian ag-
riculture and food in 2020 
remains positive thanks 
to ongoing investments in 
technology and innovation.

“These investments en-
able Canada to produce a 
wide range of commodities 
and processed foods, which 
helps the country maintain 
its competitive position in 
the world export market,” 
he says.

Some farmers can create 
automation themselves, 
but on a broad scale, they 
need to buy it.  They can 
try influencing labour 
shortages by pressuring 
Ottawa to support migrant 
worker programs. They can 
support organizations such 
as AgScape that introduce 
agriculture into classrooms 
across the province and 

familiarize young people 
with food production and 
related careers. But for the 
most part they can’t make 
anyone, local or otherwise, 
develop a taste for farm 
work.

The same goes for cli-
mate change. It affects us 
locally and requires action 
here, but it’s also a huge, 
complicated issue that 
needs attention worldwide. 
Activists ignite antagonism 
against farmers by blaming 
them and their livestock 
for global warming and 
climate change, sparking 
pro-environment cam-
paigns with themes such as 
“agriculture isn’t destroy-
ing the planet – it’s feeding 
it.” The goal is to try to clar-
ify farming’s contribution 
to greenhouse gas emis-
sions, which is about eight 

per cent of the total, at least 
in the US. Transportation 
comes in at almost 30 per 
cent.   

Protectionism – that is, 
foreign countries unfairly 
closing their borders to 
trade, or subsidizing it 
hugely – rounds out the 
big three from FCC. Again, 
farmers feel helpless 
against it. Most recently, 
Grain Farmers Ontario 
have called for Ottawa to 
set up a trade war fund, to 
support farmers hammered 
by protectionism. But they 
can’t fight it themselves.

The themes and issues 
identified by FCC carried 
over from 2019 and will 
likely be repeated next year 
… which is another frustra-
tion for farmers. No won-
der that for them, mental 
health is also a major issue.

DECEMBER 29

■ 6:00 PM | Unknown occu-
pants of a white pickup truck 

Waterloo Regional Police 
checked 10,734 vehicles 
during the holiday R.I.D.E. 
program, which wrapped 
up January 4. 

Police held 44 R.I.D.E 
(Reducing Impaired Driv-
ing Everywhere) programs 
throughout Waterloo Re-
gion. A total of 183 charges 
were laid, including:

 ■ 17 impaired-related charges
 ■ 39 three-day suspensions and 
three seven-day suspensions

 ■ 97 Highway Traffic Act charges
 ■ 6 Criminal Code charges
 ■ 5 Cannabis Control Act charges
“Waterloo Regional Po-

lice remain committed to 
road safety and removing 
impaired drivers from our 
roadways,” said chief of 

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Police wrap up holiday R.I.D.E program with over 10K stops

police Bryan Larkin in a 
release. “Road safety is ev-
eryone’s responsibility and 
we continue to be deter-
mined to maintaining road 
safety in our community.”

In Wellington County, 
OPP conducted 112 R.I.D.E 
checks throughout the cam-
paign and charged a total 
of 29 people with impaired 
driving offences (including 
refusal to provide a breath 
sample) and 30 more peo-
ple received warning range 
suspensions.

the Floradale Parochial School 
incident. Three youths and one 
adult were jointly charged with 
‘mischief under $5,000’ for the 
horse-and-buggy incident. A 
search warrant resulted in the 
seizure of a paintball gun and 
202 paintballs. Investigators 
believe both incidents are 
related and are not believed 
to be targeted against the 
Mennonite community. Anyone 
with information regarding 
these two incidents is asked to 
contact police at 519-570-9777 
or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

JANUARY 6

■ 9:05 AM | Wellington 
County OPP responded to a 
fail-to-remain collision involv-
ing a black sport utility vehicle 

(SUV) and a transport truck at 
the intersection of Wellington 
Road 18 and Wellington Road 
29. Approximately 30 minutes 
later the SUV was involved in 
a gas drive-o� from a business 
located on Tower Street in 
Fergus.  Police viewed the 
video footage and were able 
to confirm the identity of the 
driver, who was known to po-
lice. Police also confirmed that 
the vehicle had been taken 
without the owner’s consent. 
O�cers were able to stop the 
motor vehicle and the suspect 
was taken into custody. Police 
searched the vehicle incident 
to arrest and seized a large 
quantity of methamphetamine 
and cash. A 29-year-old 
Fergus man faces numerous 
charges, including three 
counts of ‘fail to comply with a 

probation order.’

JANUARY 7

■ 11:00 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded to 
the area of Hillfield Drive in 
New Hamburg for a collision. 
The male driver of an SUV 
lost control of his vehicle and 
struck a house on Hillfield 
Drive. There were no injuries 
to any of the occupants of 
the home, however, due to 
the damage, the home was 
deemed uninhabitable. The 
driver was taken to hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. As a result of the 
investigation, a 44-year-old 
London man was charged 
with ‘impaired operation of a 
motor vehicle,’ ‘over 80’ and 
‘dangerous driving.’

repeatedly fired a paintball 
gun at the side of a horse and 
buggy in the area of Lions Park 
in Elmira. Police believe the 
incident is connected to anoth-
er on Dec. 22 when a pickup 
truck was observed driving into 
the parking lot of the Floradale 
Parochial School. Shortly after 
the truck entered the parking 
lot, rapid sounds of popping 
were heard coming from the 
school. It was later discovered 
that someone had entered the 
school and used a paintball 
gun to spray the main base-
ment room and classroom. As 
a result of the investigation, 
on January 8 four youths were 
jointly charged with ‘break 
and enter’ and ‘mischief 
under $5,000’ in relation to 
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Woolwich needs to make smarter budget choices
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

There’s little to justify bor-
rowing money to carry out 
maintenance work such as 

paving roads, especially when 
the municipality has been rais-
ing taxes dramatically, including 
an infrastructure levy for just 
that purpose, and spending the 
bulk of the revenue, including 
from investments and growth, 
on staffing that does little or 
nothing for the public.

That’s precisely what Wool-
wich has been doing for years, 
and this year’s budget discus-
sions indicate citizens can ex-
pect nothing to change.

Council needs a refresher 
course on just whose interest it’s 
supposed to be looking out for. 
Hint: it’s the public’s. As such, 
council’s role is to push for lower 
amounts of spending than rolled 
out by staff, especially when the 
recommendation is for business 

as usual, with no spending cuts, 
only another in a long line of tax 
increases.

There was some discussion 
about limiting the impact on 
taxpayers, but that was glossed 
over quickly. As always, any 
talk of reducing spending leaps 
immediately to cuts to service 
levels, with the implication that 
citizens would receive less in the 
way of front-line services and 
programs if council went down 
that road. That terminology is 
disingenuous at best: officials 
know perfectly well that cuts 
that can be made without the 
public even noticing, including 
staff reductions at the adminis-
trative level and adjustments to 
wages and benefits.

Staffing costs make up half 
of the operating budget, so 
changes there could easily elim-
inate the need for tax increases. 

Some of the proposed five per 
cent hike in property taxes is 
earmarked for a special infra-
structure fund, which is easily 
justified. 

There’s no arguing that Wool-
wich, like every other munic-
ipality in the country, is way 
behind in setting aside money 
to replace aging roads, bridges, 
sewers and facilities. Woolwich 
faces an infrastructure deficit of 
more than $60 million over the 
next decade for road and bridge 
work alone.

For years we’ve coasted on the 
infrastructure built decades ago: 
we never saved for a rainy day, 
and now the skies have opened 
up. 

A special levy makes sense 
under those circumstances: we 
have to start saving now to pay 
for some very expensive projects 
in the future. And with federal 

and provincial assistance less 
likely – both senior governments 
face massive deficits of their 
own – costs will fall on the local 
tax base. But beyond the special 
levy, municipal governments 
will have to cut back on the op-
erating side – programs and soft 
services – in order to offset the 
sting of infrastructure renewal. 

There’s no room for delay 
when it comes to failing bridges 
and water systems. If residents 
are not going to face even more 
exorbitant tax increases than 
have been the norm recently, 
then the dollars will have to be 
reallocated rather than sim-
ply going to the well for more, 
the usual fallback plan for all 
governments. In the case of 
borrowing $900,000 to pay for 
roads that will be candidates 
for more work before the debt is 
even repaid, Woolwich is better 

off cutting from its bloated op-
erating budget to free up money 
for more important spending 
priorities. 

But rational approaches are 
seldom embraced by politicians 
who want to promise more and 
spend more rather than oversee 
reductions: ribbon-cuttings 
trump budget cuts every time.

In Woolwich, there are expen-
ditures – some of them substan-
tial – that provide few if any di-
rect benefits to the public. That’s 
the low-hanging fruit the town-
ship continues to ignore. Staff 
recommendations naturally 
avoid such common sense solu-
tions, as padding the bureaucra-
cy is their goal, not decreasing it. 
It falls to councillors, therefore, 
to do the sensible thing in the 
interest of the public purse. As 
noted, that’s their job. Nobody 
said it was going to be fun.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

I f the Iranians played 
the game the same way 
that Donald Trump 

does, then their revenge for 
the American assassination 
of Iran’s leading general, 
Qassem Soleimani, would 
be a simple tit-for-tat. Just 
kill U.S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, the man 
who actually organized 
the hit and then boasted 
about it.

If Pompeo was too hard 
to get at, the Iranians could 
get even by murdering any 
one or two of a hundred 
other senior U.S. officials. 
Probably two, because the 
U.S. drone that hit Solei-
mani’s car coming out of 
Baghdad airport also killed 
Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, 
the leader of Kata’ib Hez-
bollah, the most powerful 
pro-Iranian militia in Iraq. 

Iran likely to play 
the long game

An eye for an eye, and so 
forth.

Tit-for-tat is clearly the 
game Trump thought he 
was playing. That’s why he 
warned late on Saturday 
on Twitter that the U.S. 
has identified 52 Iranian 
sites, some “at a very high 
level & important to Iran & 
the Iranian culture,” and 
warned they would be “HIT 
VERY FAST AND HARD” if 
Tehran retaliates for Solei-
mani’s murder.

But that’s not the game 
Preparing for budget season doesn't mean what citizens think it does.

“People are anthropomorphizing these conversation 
agents which could result in them revealing informa-
tion to the companies behind these agents that they 
otherwise wouldn’t. These agents are data gathering 
tools that companies are using to sell us stu�.” 

UW Prof. Edward Lank on the perils of putting too 
much trust in digital assistants such as Alexa and 
Siri.

Having voted 97.1% in favour of taking strike action if 
necessary, members of the Ontario English Catholic 
Teachers’ Association (OECTA) could begin job action 
as soon as Monday. OECTA members will be refraining 
from activities such as preparing report cards, partic-
ipating in EQAO-related activities, and attending or 
participating in Ministry of Education initiatives. 

SEE DYER | 10

GWYNNE DYER 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

VERBATIM JOB ACTION
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

January doldrums ideal for pondering the end of the world

J anuary already got you 
down? It might get worse 
before it gets better, at least 

if you subscribe to the pseudo-
science – and even that’s used 
charitably – of Blue Monday, 
which is on the horizon.

Based on a public relations ex-
ercise in 2005, the third Monday 
of January is Blue Monday in the 
Northern Hemisphere, born of a 
combination of winter weather, 
post-Christmas debt, broken 
New Year’s resolutions. And, oh 
yeah, the whole Monday thing.

What better time to dwell on 
the end of the world?

Forget about how much mon-
ey you spent shopping or the 
amount of snow the township 
plough just dumped in your 
driveway. If life as we know it 
ended tomorrow, would any of 
that matter? Ever have mattered?

There’s a thought designed 
to perk up your day, Monday or 
otherwise.

Speaking of the world’s end 
and other sunny thoughts, the 
sun is at the heart of the eventual 
obliteration of the planet. Even-
tually, the sun will begin to run 
out of fuel, expanding to engulf 
much of the inner solar system. 
Whether or not that includes the 
Earth, life here will be wiped out.

As that scenario is more than 
five billion years off, it’s not sur-
prising very few of us are worried 
today. Still, it is the ultimate end 
if nothing else happens in the 
meantime. That, however, is not 
a safe bet.

Today, we are already killing 
the planet, just far more slowly. 
While the Earth would not be 
reduced to space dust, it’s not in-
conceivable to think of the place 
bereft of human life. The third 
rock would continue circling its 
star – until the sun goes through 
its death throes, that is – oblivi-
ous to the loss of Homo sapiens.

According to the Future of Hu-
manity Institute at Oxford Uni-
versity, there are a variety of sce-
narios that could see catastroph-
ic consequences unfold – from 
volcanic eruptions to pandemic 
infections, nuclear accidents 
to worldwide tyrannies, out-of-

control scientific experiments 
to climatic changes, and cosmic 
hazards to economic collapse.

We haven’t determined all 
of the risks. And of those we’ve 
identified, we can’t always pin-
point just how big the risks are. 
There’s a pretty good probability, 
for instance, that a big asteroid 
will crash into the planet eventu-
ally. It might be tomorrow (well, 
probably not) or in 50 million 
years, but something akin to the 
collision that’s believed to have 
wiped out the dinosaurs 65 mil-
lion years ago will play out again.

The cosmological risks – the 
sun becoming a red giant, col-
lision due to galaxies passing 
through each other or freezing 
as the universe expands – are of 
such a distant future, that we can 
largely ignore them. The other 
risks are the kind that might play 
out in this century, perhaps.

Prior to 2100, the chances 
more than a billion people will 
be killed by war is 30 per cent, 

according to the FHI’s Global 
Catastrophic Risk Survey. By en-
gineered pandemic or nanotech-
nology run amok, 10 per cent. 
The risk of human extinction is 
much lower, but still in the range 
of one to five per cent.

Natural disasters, in particular 
a super-volcanic episode such 
as the one that nearly wiped out 
humans 75,000 years ago, could 
spell ruin for civilization even if 
they didn’t kill off the species. 
The ash and other particulate 
spewed into the air would be 
akin to the nuclear-winter sce-
narios commonly discussed 
during the Cold War, lowering 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

temperatures globally for de-
cades. 

That would be counter to the 
most talked about environmen-
tal issue in recent years: global 
warming, aka climate change.

While the Future of Humanity 
Institute sees the short-term risk 
from climate change as relatively 
small, the risk grows with the 
decades and even centuries, if 
we make it that far.

Whether or not we’re inducing 
climate change, if the changes 
are severe enough, they will have 
consequences for how we live … 
if we live.

The Earth has undergone mas-
sive changes in a history that’s 
included humans for only a tiny, 
tiny fraction of time. The con-
vulsions and catastrophes that 
preceded us may have shaped 
our existence, but the ones yet to 
come will have a direct impact 
on us.

Natural catastrophes aside, 
we’re also likely to do ourselves 

in – either as a species or a civ-
ilization – by something man-
made, from a biological agent to 
artificial intelligence run amok. 

As FHI’s Nick Bostrom pos-
tulates in his vulnerable-world 
hypothesis, there may in fact be 
a level of technology at which 
the destruction of civilization 
becomes inevitable. It’s a least 
something worth considering he 
suggests in an exercise 

“One way of looking at hu-
man creativity is as a process of 
pulling balls out of a giant urn. 
The balls represent possible 
ideas, discoveries, technological 
inventions. Over the course of 
history, we have extracted a great 
many balls – mostly white (ben-
eficial) but also various shades 
of grey (moderately harmful 
ones and mixed blessings). The 
cumulative effect on the human 
condition has so far been over-
whelmingly positive, and may be 
much better still in the future,” 
Bostrom posits.

“What we haven’t extracted, 
so far, is a black ball: a technol-
ogy that invariably or by default 
destroys the civilization that 
invents it. The reason is not that 
we have been particularly careful 
or wise in our technology policy. 
We have just been lucky.”

We don’t know of any prior civ-
ilizations that have been wiped 
out by its own inventions, but 
that doesn’t mean it can't hap-
pen, especially given the unprec-
edented rate of technological 
change we’re experiencing. 

For some people, the thought 
of humans having an impact 
on global climate or unleashing 
Skynet is as inconceivable as 
humans ceasing to exist. That 
doesn’t make either improbable 
or even unlikely. (As noted, on a 
cosmic scale, the end will come.) 
But science tells us more than 
99 per cent of all species that 
ever existed on the planet are 
now extinct. We differ from all 
of them in our ability to think, 
recognize the dangers and, 
perhaps, do something to alter 
coming threats. That doesn’t, 
however, make us immune to the 
outcomes.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

■ Civil rights
versus civil 
responsibility

To the Editor,
The January 2 issue of The 
Observer carried a front 
page article about photo 
radar and a Steve Kannon 

column about civil rights.
It’s been 25 years since 

Mike Harris terminated 
photo radar in Ontario. 
Now the Ontario govern-
ment has given munici-
palities the option to again 
use this speed enforcement 
tool.

The column focused on 
this as an invasion of civil 
rights. My focus is civil re-

sponsibility. 
Licence plate recognition 

cameras are used to assess 
costs to use highway 407, 
identification when cross-
ing the border and red light 
cameras to ticket vehicles 
for violations.

As the owner of a vehi-
cle, it is your responsibility 
to ensure that your vehicle 
is mechanically fit to drive 

■ Safety trumps 
privacy in photo 
radar debate

To the Editor,
It is all well and good for 
Steve Kannon to crusade 
on the issue of speed 
cameras being a draconi-
an attack on our privacy 
(Observer, Jan. 2/20), but 
some of us view the issue 
through a different lens.  

We live on a regional 
road in one of Woolwich’s 
smaller communities and 
would welcome with joy 
and open arms the chance 
to have a speed camera 
installed on our road. Just 
600 metres past the 50 
km/h signs at the edge of 

our community we con-
stantly encounter people 
speeding well in excess of 
the limit. Any perceptual 
problem is whether the in-
dividual is speeding by 30 
or 40 km/h over the limit. 

Two of my immediate 
neighbours have direct 
experience with this in the 
past year, one having been 
almost killed by a speed-
ing car that left the road 
and launched into the air, 
missing him by a couple of 
metres and the other rear 
ended, waiting to make a 
left turn, by a distracted 
driver going too fast to 
stop. These entitled selfish 
speeders flout the law and 
endanger the rest of us 
through their thoughtless 

actions. I would gladly sac-
rifice some personal free-
dom in order to bring them 
in line with societal norms. 

As for the cameras in 
school zones, it amazes 
and disturbs me that Mr. 
Kannon puts personal 
freedom to speed above the 
safety of our children.

Paul Marrow, Winterbourne

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

on the road. It is also your 
responsibility to ensure it 
is operated safely. If a pho-
to radar camera identifies 
your vehicle as violating 
the speed limit, then you as 
the owner are responsible. 
That in my opinion is not 
an infringement on civil 
rights.

Mark Bauman, St. Jacobs

In your own words.
Write a letter to the Editor.

ads.observerxtra.com/letters

In your own words.
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/scores

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

The Major PeeWee A Wildcats took gold at the 50th 
Annual Wayne Gretzky Tournament Dec. 27-29 in 
Brantford. The team finished the round robin in first 
place with a 3-1 record, beating Brantford, Burlington 
Blue and Hespeler. In the finals, the boys battled hard 
and came up with a 1-0 win and the tournament title.

The K-W Titans basketball team, o� to 1-4 start 
to the season, looks to change its fortunes when 
they head to Windsor Friday night to take on the 
Express. The Titans return to their home court Jan. 
14 for an 11 a.m. match against the Island Storm. 

www.kwtitans.com

GOLD IN BRANTFORD ON THE COURT

Follow KW Titans

#wearetitans #TURNITUP #ITSOURTIME

Canada’s Professional Basketball 
League in Waterloo Region.

THE AUD   //   400 EAST AVE., KITCHENER

JOIN US FOR A FUN FAMILY PRO BASKETBALL IN KW!

Purchase tickets at kwtitans.com

VS

VS

game
dateS JANUARY 16, 2020  //   TIP-OFF AT 7PM

JANUARY 14, 2020  //   TIP-OFF AT 11AM

Brody Waters (18) and Jeremey Goodwin during game action Sunday afternoon at the WMC, where the Kings defeated the Brantford Bandits by a score of 8-2.

No holiday hangover for Elmira as team skates out of Stratford with 4-0 win, then continues Brantford’s woes in 8-2 victory

Kings start the new year right with a pair of wins
BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

It’s 2-0 for 2020 as the new 
year gets rolling for the El-
mira Sugar Kings.

Back  from a two-week 
Christmas break, the Kings 
posted victories over 
Stratford and Brantford in 
weekend play. In Stratford 
January 3, the team skat-
ed to a 4-0 win, returning 
home Sunday afternoon to 
hand the visiting Bandits 
an 8-2 loss.

Elmira now has a 
five-point lead atop the 
GOJHL’s Midwestern 
Conference with a record 
of 27-6-0-4 for 58 points. 
Kitchener remains in sec-
ond with a record of 24-7-2-
3, holding a game in hand.

There was no rust on 
the Kings January 3 in 
Stratford despite the hol-
iday downtime. A pair of 
power-play goals in the 
first period were more than 
enough to get them going, 
and sufficient to subdue 
the Warriors.

Mason McMahon got 
the visitors on the board at 
12:39 as the Kings enjoyed 
a man advantage, with 
Brody Waters and Jeremey 
Goodwin drawing assists. 
Less than a minute later 
McMahon repeated his 
performance, this time 
helped by Harrison Toms 
and Hunter Dubecki, to 
give Elmira a 2-0 lead. 

McMahon picked up his 
third point of the night on 
the Kings’ third goal, an 
assist on Kurtis Goodwin’s 
shorthanded marker at 
9:44 of the second period. 
The visitors made it 4-0 
with less than two minutes 
to go in the middle frame, 
as J. Goodwin found the 

back of the net, assisted by 
Waters and Jakson Kirk. 

There was no scoring in 
the third, but the play was 
decidedly rougher, with 17 
of the game’s 30 offenses 
called. The Warriors were 
obviously unable to capi-
talize on Elmira’s penalty 
trouble, going 0-9 on the 
power play for the night, 
while the Kings were 2-5.

“Special teams were big 

for us,” said head coach 
Rob Collins. “It was a good 
team effort.

“Their focus level was 
really, really good on Fri-
day night.”

Elmira netminder Greg 
Brassard earned the shut-
out, stopping all 29 shots 
he faced. The Kings put 43 
shots on the Stratford goal 
en route to their 4-0 win.

Back at the Woolwich 

Memorial Centre Sunday 
afternoon, the Kings came 
out flying against the 
Brantford Bandits, who are 
mired in the conference 
basement with a record 
of 5-26-0-5. But despite 
outshooting the visitors 
15-3 in the opening frame, 
the Kings had just a 1-0 
lead heading into the in-
termission courtesy of a 
goal from Anthony Azzano 

(Toms, J. Goodwin) scored 
at 18:51. 

Elmira made it 2-0 less 
than six minutes after play 
resumed when Dubecki 
scored, assisted by K. 
Goodwin and Niki Molson. 
Brantford replied on the 
power play at 12:39 to make 
it a 2-1 game until Dubecki 
(McMahon, Waters) got his 
second of the day while the 
Kings were up a man. 

It was 3-1 after 40 
minutes. The floodgates 
opened up in the third, 
however.

“We were in control the 
whole game, but we came 
out in the third and really 
put it away,” said Collins.

Just 32 seconds in, Mc-
Mahon scored, assisted by 
Dubecki and K. Goodwin. 
A minute later, it was Wa-
ters, from J. Goodwin and 
Molson, making it 5-1.

At 5:41, Kirk scored 
again for the home team, 
assisted by J. Goodwin and 
netminder Brassard. At 
6:52 it was 7-1 thanks to a 
goal from Owen O’Donnell, 
assisted by Carter Lennon. 
And before the halfway 
point of the period, Keaton 
McLaughlin (Jacob Black, 
Brett Allen) made it 8-1 
with a power-play goal.

The Bandits got another 
with three minutes to go, 
but that barely registered 
as the Kings skated to an 
easy 8-2 victory. Final shots 
were 39-15 in favour of El-
mira.

Collins noted there was 
no playing down to the 
competition. Though they 
could have been frustrat-
ed in the first period, the 
players stuck to their game 
plan, watching it pay off 
when the buzzer went.

“You never know what 
you’re going to get in a 
game like that,” he said of 
taking on Brantford. “But 
the focus was there, the 
work level.”

The Sugar Kings head 
to Brampton Friday night 
to take on the Bombers (8-
25-2-1), then return to the 
WMC Sunday for a 2 p.m. 
matinee match against the 
Stratford Warriors (18-14-
1-2).

JUNIOR B HOCKEY
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Another one-goal win over Mounties, but this time without all 
of the rough stuff on route to 4-3 final score

Jacks beat Paris in overtime

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

The Wellesley Applejacks 
scored first and last in 
facing the Paris Mounties 
in their sole game of the 
week. That was especially 
important in a game that 
needed overtime to decide 
a winner.

Having edged the 
Mounties 5-4 in Wellesley 
the week before, the Jacks 
were in tight again Janu-
ary 4 in Paris, but emerged 
on the happy end of a 4-3 
final score.

The win left the Jacks 
with a record of 20-5-1-
4 and 45 points, three 
points back of Tavistock in 
the race for top spot in the 
Provincial Junior Hockey 
League’s South Doherty 
Division. Wellesley is, in 
turn, three points ahead of 
third-place Woodstock.

Wellesley got on the 
board first when Carson 
Wickie scored at 12:07 of 
the opening frame, assist-

NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

The psychology of ice fishing

A lot of people think a 
person has to be cra-
zy to go ice fishing. 

After all, what you are do-
ing is deliberately deciding 
to spend a few hours walk-
ing upon the most slippery 
and untrustworthy sub-
stance known to mankind, 
provided you don’t count 
Trump’s press secretaries. 
All this is in order to catch 
dinner that could easily 
be bought at any seafood 
market or grocery store. 

There’s more to it than 
that though. Ice fishing 
is a very pleasant way to 
pass winter, if you have 
the right tools. The most 
important of these is a col-
league who loves drilling 
holes. In a perfect world, 
your friend would have 
just returned from a few 
years out west in the oil 
fields. I find people like 
this have a real penchant 
for drilling, especially if 
you can convince them 
that the lake you are on is 
an, as yet, unexploited oil 
patch. 

It’s not all fun and 
games, however. To be 
convincing, you need to 
wear a hard hat and talk 
disparagingly about east-
ern Canada, which, if you 
think about it, is a small 
price to pay for getting 
your fishing holes drilled.

What I am saying should 
come as any surprise to 
veteran ice anglers. For 
they have always known 

that the worst part of ice 
fishing is creating your 
own little patch of open 
water to fish through.  
Let’s face it, if it were 
easy, we’d make them big 
enough for our boats. 

Interestingly, early ice 
anglers never used tools to 
create holes at all. In fact, 
they only realized that you 
could consistently break 
through the ice and find 
open water after a series of 
very successful bon fires 
on a newly frozen lake. 

Soon after they learned 
they could do this more 
safely (for most), if they 
just walked out on the ice 
following a heaviest guy 
in the clan. This is why 
you see no ancient cave 
drawings of overweight 
cavemen. 

The first real ice fishing 
tools were rocks and clubs. 

This was an exhaust-
ing and inefficient way 
to break through the ice. 
Luckily for us, someone 
soon invented the ice 
spud, which was an equal-
ly grueling way to break 
through until another 
person invented reverse 
psychology.

That’s when the phrase, 
“Boy, there’s nothing more 
fun than chipping away 
at the ice” heralded in the 
golden age of ice fishing. 

The art of breaking 
through ice was further 
advanced when someone 
invented the manual au-
ger. This was the pinnacle 
of creating a fishing hole 
until an angler watching 
a figure skater do a pro-
longed pirouette on the 
lake realized that drilling 
a hole could be done even 
faster.

This led to the develop-
ment of the gas powered 
auger, which at first was a 
figure skater who had been 
fed beans.

Eventually, and proba-
bly because no one could 
agree on the judging, this 
was replaced by an auger 
with a combustible engine. 
This machine allowed a 
person to go out on the 
ice and swear a lot when it 
wouldn’t start. 

These days the power 
auger has been perfected 
in both gas and battery 
powered models. This has 
lead to more efficient and 
effortless ways to drill 
holes in the ice. But still 
the essential problem re-
mains the same. Who gets 
to use it?

I certainly don’t have the 
answer.

All I know is, boy, there’s 
nothing more fun than 
chipping away at the ice.

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

ed by Brendan Baker and 
Justin McCombs. But the 
home side tied it up less 
than four minutes later, 
with the 1-1 score holding 
up into intermission.

Wellesley regained the 
lead at 8:45 of the sec-
ond when James Ranson 
scored on a power play, 
assisted by Shaun Picker-
ing and Zach Ribeiro. Two 
minutes later, however, 
the Mounties scored on a 
power play of their own 
to make it 2-2. And, once 
again, the teams went 
back to their respective 
rooms with the score 
deadlocked.

In the third, Paris took 
the lead for the first time 
on a goal at 9:33. That 
was a short-lived situa-
tion, though, as the Jacks 
stormed back to make it 
3-3 just 72 seconds later 
courtesy of a goal from 
Gianfranco Commisso, as-
sisted by Ribeiro. That was 
it for the scoring before 
the buzzer sounded, so it 

was off to overtime.
Having outshot Paris 

by a 42-29 margin at that 
point, the Jacks had to put 
just one more on net in the 
extra frame, a shot that 
came 11 seconds in off the 
stick of captain Pickering. 
McCombs got the assist on 
that one to give Wellesley 
the 4-3 victory.

It was another one-goal 
win over Paris, but the 
game was not a repeat of 
the previous Saturday’s 
outing at the Wellesley 
arena, which turned into a 
penalty-filled tilt. Instead 
of 87 minutes in penalties 
for 30 offenses, the most 
recent match features 24 
minutes for 12 infractions. 

The Jacks are busier this 
weekend, though there’s 
no travel involved. They 
play host Saturday night 
(8 p.m.) to the Norwich 
Merchants (17-12-2-0), 
then welcome the last-
place Delhi Travellers (0-
29) for a Sunday matinee 
(2 p.m.).

CHOCOLATE ON THE LINE

The Elmira & District Curling Club hosted the Chocolate Lovers Bonspiel Jan. 4. Sixteen ladies’ teams from Elmira (4), 
Guelph (4), K-W Granite (2), Ayr (2), Chinguacousy (2), Glandord and Milton took part. The winner of the first draw was 
skip Nancy Holland's Elmira team, which included Karen Meadows (vice), Debbie Mitchell (second) and Sharon Sulpher 
(first). In the second draw, victory went to the Glanford team of Etta Cryer (skip), Audrey Derii (vice), Celia Kolinsky (sec-
ond) and Irene Stuckey (first). [STEVE KANNON / THE OBSERVER]
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I am groundwater and 
I’m worth protecting.

I’m your drinking water. 
What you put on the ground can be harmful to me. 

Limit the use of salt and ice melter:

Help keep salt out of groundwater. Learn how at  
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/groundwater

Add traction when 
needed with sand

Shovel or plow 
the snow �rst

Break up ice with a 
steel ice chopper

the Iranians are playing at 
all. It’s a much longer game 
than tit-for-tat, and their 
targets are political, not 
personal.

Tehran’s first response 
has been to announce that 
it will no longer respect 
any of the limits placed on 
its nuclear programs by 
the 2015 nuclear treaty, the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA).

Donald Trump pulled 
the United States out of 
that treaty in 2018, and 
Iran has given up hope 
that the other signatories 
(China, France, Russia, 
the United Kingdom, and 
Germany) would defy the 
United States and go on 
trading with Iran. It signed 
the deal in order to end the 
sanctions, but all the sanc-
tions are effectively still in 
place.

Tehran didn’t say that it 
is now going to start work-
ing on nuclear weapons, 
but it will resume produc-
ing enriched nuclear fuels 
in quantities that would 
make that possible. Iran 
knew that it was going to 
have to pull the plug on 
the JCPOA eventually, but 
Trump’s assassination of 
Soleimani lets it do so with 
the open or unspoken sym-
pathy of almost every other 
country in the world.

And there’s a second, 
less visible benefit for Iran 
from Soleimani’s murder. 
It greatly strengthens Iran’s 
political influence in Iraq, 
which has been deterio-
rating quite fast in recent 
months.

Ever since the U.S. in-

vasion in 2003, Iraq has 
been the scene for intense 
competition for influ-
ence between the United 
States, which dominated 
the country militarily, and 
Iran, whose state religion, 
the Shia version of Islam, is 
also the faith of the majori-
ty of Iraqis.

There are still about 
5,000 American troops 
in Iraq, but they are now 
vastly outnumbered by 
local pro-Iran Shia militias, 
who did the heavy lifting 
during the 2014-17 military 
campaign to crush Islamic 
State militants in northern 
Iraq.  Lately, however, the 
pro-Iran faction has been 
losing ground.

When popular protests 
broke out in September 
against the huge corrup-
tion of Iraqi politicians and 
the impoverishment of the 
general population, the 
pro-Iran militias started 
killing the protesters. That 
was General Soleimani’s 
idea, and a very serious 
mistake on his part: the 
street protests began to 
target Iranian influence as 
well.

But Soleimani’s murder 
has largely erased that 
resentment: he is now yet 
another Shia martyr to the 
cause. The prime minister 
of Iraq showed up at his 
huge funeral procession in 
Baghdad on Saturday, and 
an extraordinary session 
of the Iraqi parliament on 
Sunday passed a resolution 
demanding the expulsion 
of U.S. troops from Iraq.

The Iraqi political elite 
may or may not carry 
through on that policy, but 

there is genuine outrage 
that the United States, 
technically an ally, would 
make an airstrike just 
outside Baghdad airport 
without telling Iraq. All 
the worse when it kills an 
invited guest of the Iraq 
government who is the sec-
ond most important person 
in Iraq’s other main ally, 
Iran. This is what contempt 
looks like, and it rankles.

In just one weekend Iran 
has had two big diplomatic 
wins thanks to Soleimani’s 
assassination. The Iranians 
will certainly go on making 
deniable, pin-prick attacks 
on U.S. assets and allies in 
the Gulf in retaliation for 
the U.S. sanctions that are 
strangling the country’s 
economy, but they may 
feel that they have already 
had their revenge for Solei-
mani.

Iran doesn’t want an all-
out war with the United 
States. The U.S. could not 
win that war (unless it just 
nuked the whole country), 
but neither could Iran, 
and it would suffer huge 
damage if there were a 
flat-out American bomb-
ing campaign using only 
conventional bombs and 
warheads.

Apocalyptic outcomes to 
this confrontation are pos-
sible, but they’re not very 
likely. The Iranians will 
probably just chug along as 
before, staying within the 
letter of the law most of the 
time, cultivating their al-
lies in the Arab world, and 
waiting for Trump to make 
his next mistake in their 
favour. He’s reliable in that, 
if in nothing else.

 �DYER:  Iran simply has to wait for Trump's next mistake
FROM 6

T H E  S C O R E

WOOLWICH WILD
Atom: Atom B

Jan 04 vs Waterloo Ravens

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Megan Nixon

ASSISTS: Rowyn Mcdowell

Shutouts: Hailey Thom

Atom: LL

Dec 29 vs Woodstock 
Wildcats

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Evie Klaehn

ASSISTS: Tatiana Kocan

Shutouts: Maddy 
Burkholder

Atom: LL

Jan 04 vs Grand River 
Mustangs #2

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Evie Klaehn

ASSISTS: Tatiana Kocan, 
Amelia McLeod

Atom: Atom B

Jan 04 vs Guelph Lady 
Gryphons

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Megan Nixon (4), 
Chole Further

ASSISTS: Sophie Hallman, 
Andreana Chalhoub, Chole 
Further

PeeWee: Woolwich Wild 
PeeWee A

Jan 05 vs Saugeen Maitland

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Brie Brezynskie

ASSISTS: Kara MacPherson, 
Kendra Hill

PeeWee: Woolwich Wild 
PeeWee A

Jan 04 vs Waterloo

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Kara MacPherson 
(2), Sara Forwell

ASSISTS: Kendra Hill (2), 
Brie Brezynskie

Midget: Midget BB

Jan 05 vs Grand River

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Haylee Clemmer, 
Cassidy Moser, Maddy 
Goss, Shae-Lynn Martin (2), 
Blythe Bender

ASSISTS: Delaney Keen, 
Blythe Bender, Shae-Lynn 
Martin, Leah LeCourtois, 
Haylee Clemmer, Cassidy 
Moser

Shutouts: n/a

Atom: LL

Dec 29 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers - Blue

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Addison Searth

Atom: LL

Dec 28 vs Waterloo Ravens 
#2

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Madison Gofton, 
Addison Searth

ASSISTS: Maria Martin

Shutouts: Maddy 
Burkholder

Atom: LL

Dec 30 vs Waterloo Ravens 
#1

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Madison Klaehn

Atom: LL

Dec 30 vs Cambridge 
Roadrunners #2

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Evie Klaehn (2), 
Madison Gofton, Madison 
Klaehn, Haylee Turcott

ASSISTS: Loxley Walsh, 
Madison Klaehn (2), Alison 
Moyer, Alexis Weber, Eden 
Ropp

Shutouts: Maddy 
Burkholder

The Woolwich Wildcat Atom Select team travelled to Hespeler on the weekend before the new year, 
where they went 3-0-1 in round robin play.  The boys were crowned champions on Dec. 29 after a thrilling 
2-1 triple overtime victory. Front row: Ronan Doherty, Tim Callaghan. Second row: Nolan Cruickshank, Ry-
der Bauman, Wade Holland, Cooper Jones, Braun Draper, Matt Wilkie, Logan Goodfellow, Aiden Basler. 
Third row: Austin Thompson, Bryden Schaefer, Gabe Callaghan, Braden Hardman, Tyler Bauman, Drew 
Snyder.  Back row: coaches Kurt Wilkie, Brent Jones, Kevin Basler, Ryan Draper. [SUBMITTED]

WILDCATS WIN GOLD - IN TRIPLE OVERTIME!!

We’d love to share them in the next 
sports section.    Submit them online.

GET IT IN THEGOT SCORES?

ads.observerxtra.com/scores
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Tickets for the Stratford Festival’s new season 
are now on sale to the public today. The 2020 
season includes opening of the new Tom 
Patterson Theatre, which is now just shy of its 
$100-million fundraising goal. The centrepiece of 
the season is Shakespeare’s Richard III – the pro-
duction that started it all for Stratford back in 1953. 

www.stratfordfestival.ca

Touring their new album, Phantoms, Marianas Trench 
is set to make a stop at Kitchener’s Centre In The 
Square on Jan. 24 (8 p.m.). The Vancouver-based four-
piece is known for pushing their musical boundaries 
relentlessly, which will be on display later this month. 

www.centreinthesquare.com

STRATFORD AHEAD ON TOUR

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

Rachel Chin as Colleen and John Settle as Victor rehearse a scene for the upcoming production of When The Reaper Calls. [JUSTIN BASTIN / SUBMITTED]

Comedy abounds in the Guelph Little Theatre thriller When The Reaper Calls, a favourite penned by Peter Colley 

Answering some of life’s mysteries, and posing one
BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Is there life after death? Is 
it better to prepare for that 
eventuality now, or just 
grab onto life and enjoy the 
ride? Two diametrically op-
posed views are played for 
suspense and a whole lot of 
laughs in When The Reaper 
Calls, the upcoming pro-
duction from the Guelph 
Little Theatre.

The play introduces us 
to Victor and Harlan, two 
young philosophy profes-
sors who have been friends, 
rivals and pranksters since 
their college days. But now 
Harlan has become a Stoic 
who has adopted a strict 
unemotional regimen in 
preparation for the after-
life, while Victor has turned 
into a wild hedonist who 
believes that “when you’re 
dead, you’re dead” and 
intends to squeeze every 
drop of pleasure from each 
fleeting moment. While 
they are vacationing with 
their long-suffering wives 
at a remote cottage on the 
coast of British Columbia, 
Victor sets up a trick to 
prove to Harlan the false-
ness of his philosophy, but 
the trick goes murderously 
wrong and ... well, what 
follows keeps audiences on 
the edge of their seats, or as 
much as laughing allows.

“It’s a mystery that keeps 
you guessing – you won’t 
be able to figure it out, but 
it all makes sense in the 
end,” said director Doug 

Feggans.
A comedy-thriller, When 

The Reaper Calls pushes 
more than a few boxes.

“It’s suspenseful ... and 
“we’re trying to find all of 
the comedic moments,” he 
said.

The play is the work of 
playwright, screenwriter 
and librettist Peter Colley, 
whose early career began 
as playwright-in-residence 
at the Grand Theatre, 

London, Ontario. He has 
written extensively for the 
Blyth Festival. When the 
Reaper Calls made its debut 
at  the Gryphon Theatre in 
Barrie in 1991 and has since 
gone on to be staged in 
nine countries.

“It’s been very well re-
ceived around the world,” 
said Feggans. “I think the 
audience is going to love it.

“The cast is amazing,” 
he added of the five actors 

who bring the story to life.
For this production, Vic-

tor Pierce is played by John 
Settle and wife Dora Pierce 
by Christena Jackson. Rival 
Harlan Brandstater is por-
trayed by GLT veteran Ken 
Cameron, with Rachel Chin 
as his wife, Colleen Brand-
stater. The fifth member of 
the cast, a young, inexperi-
enced police investigator, 
Officer McGuire, is played 
by GLT newcomer Amy 

Rechtshaffen.
Long involved in com-

munity theatre, Feggans 
joined GLT when he 
moved to Guelph about 
three years ago.

“There are lots of talent-
ed people here.”

Prior to arriving in 
Guelph, Feggans was in 
Mississauga, where he still 
remains active with theatre 
groups. It’s a love affair 
that dates back to his high 

school years when he took 
up acting.

“I think theatre is really 
important. That’s really 
true in schools, for young 
people, as it teaches them 
so much ... that’s useful in 
later life.

“I know it changed my 
life, and my whole family’s 
life,” he added, noting his 
wife has also long been in-
volved. She, in fact, serves 
as the producer of When 
The Reaper Calls.

With the show set to open 
in two weeks, it’s getting 
down to crunch time for 
cast and crew. Renovations 
underway at the theatre, 
they’ll have just a little time 
to get some full stage re-
hearsals under their belts.

“It’ll be busy, but it’s go-
ing really well.”

There’s also a bit of add-
ed pressure in the form of 
knowing the playwright, 
Colley, will be attending the 
February 2 matinee perfor-
mance. Colley, who splits 
his time between Toronto 
and Los Angeles, is cur-
rently working in New York 
on his latest production, 
Cagney.

The Guelph Little The-
atre production of When 
The Reaper Calls runs with 
8 p.m. shows on January 
23-25 and January 30-Feb-
ruary 1, and 2 p.m. mati-
nees January 26 and Febru-
ary 2 at the GLT venue, 176 
Morris St., Guelph.  Tickets 
are $25-$80, available on-
line through www.guelph-
littletheatre.com.

COMMUNITY THEATRE
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Babies
YEAR!

of the

2019

The Observer would 
like to introduce the 
newest members of 

our community.

We wish them & their 
families a bright and 

wonderful future!

“It is a smile of a baby that makes life worth living.” –Debasish Mridha

New Year’s
Resolution 

Promotion  

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Graingerg g
Professional Corporation

ew Year’sew Year’s

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

ew Year’s

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firmfrom your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

For wills & powers of attorney 
completed between Nov. 30/19 
and Jan. 31/20.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 

 $25 OFFPER
PERSON

Rylie Marie 
Baechler

February 2, 2019
PARENTS  

TIFFANY DIETRICH & JAMES BAECHLER
PROUD GRANDPARENTS: TONY DIETRICH AND LOOKING DOWN FROM 

HEAVEN JOANNE DIETRICH; DOUG & BEV BAECHLER

Evelyn Elizabeth 
Grant-Haight

April 15, 2019
AMBER GRANT AND IAN HAIGHT 

& BIG SISTER ISLA
BADEN

Brielle 
Hannah 
Beattie

June 7, 2019
PARENTS  

GRAHAM AND HAILEY BEATTIE

Rylan Jace 
Mistry

May 2, 2019
PARENTS 

BRITLYN & RAJ MISTRY
KITCHENER

Winston 
Emrich
August 12, 2019

DAVE, SHELBY & 
BIG BROTHER OWEN EMRICH

ELMIRA

A Big �artfe� �ank You
TO THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTORS FOR MAKING THE 2019

ST. CLEMENTS CHRISTMAS PARADE SUCH A SUCCESS:

we would also like to
thank all the volunteers and

wish everybody a Happy New Year!

Sincerely,
St. Clements Parade
Committee

AUTO FLEET SERVICES 
BGL CONTRACTING 

CHALLENGER MOTOR FREIGHT 
CIBC

CMT ENGINEERING
COUNTRYSIDE FINE DETAILING 
CROSS COUNTRY CONCRETE

DAVE GEIL 
DIETRICH PLUMBING

FACH EXAVATING
FCF CARPENTRY 

FORWELL ELECTRIC 
FREY BUILDERS 

G-FORCE 
HANK'S AUTO WRECKERS

HEART & HOME 
HEIDELBERG RESTAURANT & TAVERN

HERRGOTT INDUSTRIES 
JOHN'S NURSERY

KIESWETTERS EXCAVATING
KNIPFEL WATER SUPPLY 

KOEBEL HEATING & COOLING 

M&G ENTERPRISES 
MIKE BEAM

PARADISE & DISTRICT LIONS CLUB 
PIONEER LOG HOMES
RICHMOND HEATING

RIEPERT SALT 
ST. CLEMENTS SNOWMOBILE CLUB

SUN CONSTRUCTION 
VOISIN CHRYSLER 

WATERLOO ENERGY
WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP

GET IT IN THE

We have
photos
to share.

GET IT IN THE

We have
photos
to share.

ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

Being in the paper is
one of life’s highlights.
  Relive it with a reprint.
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-residential

 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

Each year Home Hardware Stores Limited employs over 150 Terms and Students 
to work in the St. Jacobs Dealer Support Centre. Material Handlers pick and pack 
product for our Dealers. Interested in joining us? Bring your resume and references 
for a walk-in interview! 

TERM MATERIAL HANDLERS
Afternoon Shift (3pm-11pm) 
Night Shift (11pm-7am) 
From March to December.  
Rate of pay: $18.64/hr - $20.54/hr  
plus 7.5% shift premium for Afternoons  
or Nights.

STUDENT MATERIAL HANDLERS
Day Shift (7am-3pm) 
Afternoon Shift (3pm-11pm) 
From May to August.  
Rate of pay: $16.00 /hr, plus 7.5% shift  
premium for Afternoons.

JOB FAIRS HOME HARDWARE
MATERIAL HANDLERS

UNABLE  
TO ATTEND?  

Please visit 
homehardware.ca 

to apply

Applicants must be 16 years old to be eligible. Students need to be available to work Saturdays and public 
holidays as required. Must be able to perform strenuous physical activities, including: walking, standing, bend-
ing, lifting and must be willing to be trained on powered lift equipment. We will accommodate the needs of 
qualified applicants under the Human Rights Code in all parts of the hiring process.

WED, FEB, 19, 2020 
3:00 pm to 6:00 pm

SAT, JAN, 11, 2020
9:00 am to 11:00 am 

HOME HARDWARE’S DEALER SUPPORT CENTRE
34 HENRY STREET, ST. JACOBS (enter through reception)

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery has 
an immediate opening for a motivated 
general laborer. 
Duties include:
chick handling, egg handling and clean-up. 

Competitive wage.

Looking for motivated, knowledgeable 
and experienced licensed 310T Truck & 

Coach Technicians for both a LEAD HAND 
and MOBILE position. Both DAY SHIFT 

positions, with Mobile Tech on call 24/7. 

Must be self-starter and strong trouble- 
shooter with excellent communication skills. 

Lead Hand must have proven mentorship 
and leadership of multiple techs. Mobile 
Tech outfitted with one-of-a-kind service 

truck. Extremely competitive wages. 
Comprehensive benefits, uniforms, and 
annual tool and work boot allowance 

provided. Techs use leading edge shop 
technology. Come visit us to see the 

opportunities and build your career with us!

Please call 519-885-9166
and ask to speak to Kyle, or email us at 

kyle@apextruckandtrailer.ca

We are looking for a responsible individual 
with a strong work ethic and friendly, 

positive attitude to join our busy 
workplace.  A part time continuing 

position of 3 to 4 full days per week is 
available at our grocery store and/or 

variety store with restaurant.

We are closed Sundays.

Contact us at 519-897-2600 
or by email schnurrsgrocery@aol.com

Small Town Grocery Store
Now Hiring in Linwood

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

CLASSIFIEDS  
LISTINGS 
CONTINUE 
ON PAGE 15

HELP WANTED
· Full time grocery clerk  

· Full time grocery manager
experience preferred

· Full time bakery clerk/baker 
some heavy liing required

Apply in person  to:
Elmira Foodland, 315 Arthur St. S. 

 or email: doug.pagett@sobeys.com

HELP WANTED

DERBECKER'S HERI-
TAGE HOUSE IS SEEK-
ing a part-time Dietary 
Aide. Ideal candidates 
must be willing to obtain 
Food Service Worker Cer-
tificate. Send resume to: 
pamderbeckerheritage-
house@sympatico.ca

Kitchen Engineer
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 
finishes and installs high quality custom 
cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At 
Woodland, one of our core values is Respect. 
Respect for our team members and respect for 
our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly 
looking for new and innovative ways to make 
our team members jobs easier and more efficient. 
If this sounds like an environment that you would 
be interested in being a part of, please contact us. 

We are looking for a Kitchen Engineer to 
join our team. In this position, you will be 
using Cabinet Vision software, to create 

shop drawings, CNC files and production 
cut lists. In this position you would be 

reporting to our Engineering Manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet Building experience
• Cabinet Install experience would be an asset
• Cabinet Vision experience would be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please send your 

resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

HIGHLY MOTIVATED, 
MECHANICALLY MIND-
ed with profession peo-
ple skills person needed 
for rewarding and chal-
lenging troubleshooting 
position in growing pro-
fessional trade company. 
Willing to train but any 
electrical/mechanical 

repair experience an 
asset. Wage according 
to abilities and perfor-
mance. Performance 
incentives. Email resume 
to glpwds@gmail.com or 
call 519-949-4083

NEEDED - MATURE 
FEMALE CAREGIVER/
companion for senior 
female in wheelchair. 
Help required for trans-
portation to appoint-
ments, shopping, light 
housekeeping. Approx. 
8 hours/week, must have 

own vehicle. Please call 
519-772-0711.

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed bag. 
Sacrifice $195. Delivery 
available $35. 519-635-
8737.

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

  
Fitter Welder
(minimum 3 years experience)
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.)

 

 

Mig Welder
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.) 
Are you capable of: 
• Layout of plate and sheet metal from       
   blueprints 
• Able to work with minimum supervision 
• High quality workmanship 
• Regular and punctual attendance
• Working day shift or night shift

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

   

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their 

interest but only those considered 
will be contacted.

100% LOCAL
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!
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BUSINESS FOR SALE
$99,900

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

www.thefreyteam.com
Contact us by email: mildred@thefreyteam.com

Len Frey
Sales Representative

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6368
O�ce 519-669-1544

Mildred Frey
Broker

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6970

Before You Sell or Buy, Call Frey. Call or email today.

NEW PRICE

FOR LEASE
5158 A & B Ament Line, Linwood 
$8.50 per sq. ft  MLS # 30775472 The 
building has a great store front with street 
parking.  A wide variety of uses in the core 
of downtown Linwood. Great open area 
with office overhead if needed or convert 
to retail. This unit is now vacant and can 
be viewed at any time. Call listing agent.

#7-112 Oriole Parkway, Elmira 
Scrubbles Laundromat including everything.  
Washers and dryers are in great condition.  
The laundromat is kept very clean. Has 
several heavy duty fresh co machines to 
clean hockey gear.  The dog grooming at 
rear leaves enough space to install take out 
dry cleaning.  Contact for more info.

LOT FOR SALE
568 Wissler Rd., Waterloo

$649,900.  MLS # 30774953 Lovely lot 
with mature trees in Colonial /Lexington 
area. Lot has been severed but has minor 
conditions to be fulfilled. The severance is 
approved with minor conditions to be 
met. Very desirable area.  Contact for 
more info.

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

Prime commercial space available 
for lease in downtown Elmira on 
Arthur St. S.  1,105 sq. ft.  Ideal for 
office or medical related businesses. 
2-piece washroom.  Front & rear ac-
cess. Available immediately.  $13.00/
sq. ft.  Exclusive.

83 B ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

 $2,250,000 | 3rd Concession (Lebanon) 
Farm 3rd Concession. Quality land only 15 months from organic certification. 
Farm is fully fenced.  2 Weather All outbuildings. 17 acres bush. Beautiful custom 
built home (ICF) construction, open concept. finished basement, 3+1 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths, Numerous features.  MLS  Call Dale Direct

$439,000  |  Drayton   
This large brick Grand home has many potential uses.. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
FOUR sunrooms, attached garage with a work room out back, high ceilings, 
natural woodwork, a key hole stained glass window and a huge lot with 
possibilities. A great family home, or B&B. MLS Call Dale Direct 

JUST LISTED | $996,000  |  Near Drayton   
I.3 acre beautifully landscaped Cape Cod home with a grannie flat/1bedroom 
apt. 3+1 bedrooms, 4 baths, 20 x 38 hobby shop, large garden shed pool, on a 
paved road. The rooms are spacious, great room w fp and soating ceiling, open 
concept kitchen and dining.  Totally finished basement. MLS Call Dale.

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

2 Bedroom, 2 Bathrooms, Detached Raised 
Bungalow, on a quiet Crescent in Elmira’s 
Birdland.  Main floor family room, separate 
Dining room, Large Master Bedroom with 
Ensuite, updated kitchen with Granite counter 
tops, finished Basement rec room with 
fireplace.   Double car Garage, with Private 
Double Wide driveway, and a  Large lot.    

ELMIRA - FOR RENT
$2,500 + U�li�es

A rare investment opportunity, Newly 
constructed (2019), Six unit, 3 story 
apartment Building. 3 - 2 Bedroom and 3 - 3 
Bedroom Units all with in-Suite laundry. 
Included in each unit - Fridge, stove, washer, 
dryer and microwave. Located in Milverton 
where there is a high demand for rental 
units. MLS 30715765

$1,639,000.00    
Block 21 Murray Court., Milverton   

7A-180 Northfield Drive, W., Waterloo, Ontario  N2L 0C7

Follow me on Instagram @soldbyroes
moniqueroes@royallepage.ca519.747.2040 

$609,900 SPACIOUS 2-STOREY 
HOME IN ELMIRA. Perfect for the 
entertainer! Beautiful kitchen with walk 
in pantry, and SS appliances. New 
ceramic sink, modern light fixtures, and 
neutral paint colors. Bright family room 
with cathedral ceiling & new flooring. 
Finished walkout basement offers a nice 

open rec room, bathroom, pot lights, & a bar with island! 3 bdrms, 4 
bathrms including ensuite.  New steel roof in 2017, new porcelain flooring 
in family room in 2015, new composite deck in 2019. MOVE IN READY!

NEW LISTING!

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY January 11, 1–3PM
39 POFFENROTH PATH, ELMIRA  

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Twin City Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Suzanne
Denomme

83 Erb St. W., Waterloo, ON N2L 6C2
suzanne.denomme@gmail.com

Office: 519-885-0200

$449,900 BUNGALOW backing to 
GREEN SPACE, with amazing bonus 
LOFT!  Bright open kitchen and living area 
with creek views, vaulted ceiling.  Live on 
the main floor or take advantage of the 
second master bedroom with ensuite in the 
loft.  Walk to rec centre, bank, drug store, 
library, etc. This home has it all–just move in! MLS 30782437 

OPEN HOUSE | This Sat. Jan 11th 2-4pm | 50 Porchlight Dr., Elmira

Call Suzanne for info: (519) 574-2996

Direct: 519-574-2996 www.homeswithsue.com

Broker

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS CONTINUED FROM PG. 13
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AUCTIONS

SAT. JAN 11 AT 10:00 AM - 
CLEARING AUCTION SALE OF 
tractors; machinery; milking 
equipment; 12 herringbone par-
lour; stabling; coolers; and mis-
cellaneous items held at 936821 
Blenheim Road RR 1 Plattsville (or 
approx 2kms sw of New Dundee) 
for Friedridge Farms. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

TOY AUCTION OF TRACTORS, 
FARM TOYS, TRACTOR TRAIL-
ers, literature, and other related 
items, to be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles 
south of Wellesley, for Mervin 
Roth, New Hamburg, & additions, 
on Saturday, January 11th @ 9:30 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451 or 519-698-0138 

WED. JAN 15 AT 9:30 AM - 
CLEARING AUCTION SALE OF 
furniture; tools; antiques; col-
lectibles; to be held at the St 
Jacobs Community Centre 
29 Parkside Dr in St. Jacobs 
for an area estate with addi-
tions. Jantzi Auctions Ltd.  
519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

SAT JAN 18 AT 10:00 AM-LIVE 
WEBCAST TOY AUCTION OF 
approx 400 high end tractors; 

toys; and machinery includ-
ing Allis Chalmers; JD; Case; 
CIFES; literature; and much 
more at the St. Jacobs com-
munity centre 29 Parkside Dr. 
St Jacobs. To view catalogue 
www.jantziauctions.hibid.com. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 519 656 
3555

MON JAN 20 AT 7:00PM - 
ONLINE ONLY AUCTION CLOS-
ing including Nascar; Dale 
Earnhardt; Hotwheels; die cast; 
First Gear and much much more. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. www.jantzi-
auctions.hibid.com 519 656 3555

AUCTION SALE OF GOOD 
HOME FURNISHINGS, 
antiques, collectibles, pottery, 
tools and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at the K.W. Khaki Club, 
2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley, for Jon Wine, Bre-
slau, & additions, on Saturday, 
January 25th @ 9:30 a.m. 

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
AGRICULTURAL SPRAY LIME, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Gervais, Almeda 
(nee Shoemaker)

Peacefully passed away on Friday, 
January 3, 2020 at Derbecker’s 
Heritage House, St. Jacobs, at the age 
of 74. Beloved wife for 54 years of Roger 
Gervais. Devoted mother of the late 
Patricia (1965), Steven and Monique, 
Michelle Gervais and Oscar Rivera, and 
Tim and Sandee Ellis. Loving grandma 
of Madeline and Jonathan; Courtney 
and Tanner (Paige); Megan and TJ, and 
great-grandma of Rodney. Dear sister 
and sister-in-law of Helen Shoemaker, 
Elsie Stinson, and Larry and Chris 
Shoemaker. Predeceased by her 
parents Menno and Almeda (Martin) 
Shoemaker, brother Lloyd Shoemaker, 
and sisters Gladys Shantz and Lila 
Arnold. The family received relatives 
and friends on Monday, January 6, 2020 
from 6-8 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira. A funeral service was 
held on Tuesday, January 7, 2020 at 11 
a.m. at Elmira Mennonite Church. A 
reception followed. Interment in Bethel 
Mennonite Cemetery. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations to Parkinson 
Society would be appreciated by the 
family.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

In honour of our mother Ursla Hahn we 
wish to express a heartfelt thank you.

The flower arrangements sent in our mother’s memory brought 
beauty and light to the room. We know she would have loved them. 
The cash donations made to the Children’s Wish Foundation and 
Arthritis Society which she held dear to her heart is much appreciated 
by her family. The many cards & wishes meant so much to all of us. 

To St. Teresa of Avila, Father Meyer, the CWL & volunteers, thank you 
for serving the lunch to our family and friends. It was wonderful to not 
worry at this very difficult and busy time.

To the church choir, thank you so much for providing the beauty of 
song at our mother’s  funeral mass.

To Dreisinger Funeral Home (Monty & Grace) & Staff, we could not 
have any more gratitude put into words what a professional and 
caring atmosphere we experienced. There wasn’t a detail left undone. 

From the bottom of our hearts, we thank you.
God Bless you all
The Hahn Family 

In Loving Memory of a dear Wife, the best Mom, 
and a loving Grandmother & Great-Grandmother

Grace Kurtz 
  The Chain

We knew little that morning,
God was going to call your name.

In life we loved you dearly,
in death we do the same.

It broke our hearts to lose you,
you did not go alone.

For part of us went with you,
the day God called you home.

You left us beautiful memories,
your love is still our guide.

And though we cannot see you,
you are always by our side.
Our family chain is broken,

and nothing seems to be the same.
But as God calls us one by one,

the chain will link again

 July 5, 1937 – January 9, 2019

 Forever loved & missed, Vince & the entire family 

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIEDS CONT FROM PG. 15

THANK YOU IN MEMORIAM OBITUARY

Community
Information Page
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P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Notice of Change in Office Hours for 2020
The office hours at the Township of Woolwich Administration Office have changed to an 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. schedule on a permanent basis.

Our website (www.woolwich.ca) is always available to receive inquiries from members of the 
public via our Report-It feature. Residents and business owners are also invited to submit 
documentation via the drop-box on the Maple Street side of the Township Administration Office 
or contact us via email at woolwich.mail@woolwich.ca.

Applying for a Marriage Licence
Did you know you can apply for your marriage licence at the Township of Woolwich 
Administration Office?  To make an appointment, call us at 519-669-6009 or email us at 
woolwich.mail@woolwich.ca. Please note: Marriage licences can be issued no more than 
ninety (90) days in advance of your intended date of marriage.

For more information on what to bring with you, visit our website at www.woolwich.ca.

Woolwich Township Winter Overnight Parking Ban
This is a reminder the Winter Overnight Parking Ban will continue through to March 31. Please 
note the dates and times as follow: December 1 to March 31 annually, between 4:00 a.m. and 
9:00 a.m.

No overnight parking is permitted on Township roads during this 
time to facilitate municipal snow plowing from the streets. 

THIS BAN APPLIES REGARDLESS OF THE WEATHER. 
Any vehicles in violation of this parking ban may be ticketed.

Please note that the Region of Waterloo has a year-round overnight parking ban on all Regional 
roads between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.

For further information please contact the Township of Woolwich’s Corporate Services 
department at 519-669-6009.

FARM SERVICES

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20 & 40kg's, Ice melt 
comes in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

RENTALS

EXECUTIVE APART-
MENT -  FULLY FUR-
nished, all inclusive. 
$1600/mth. In the village 
of Wallenstein. Call 519-
778-5007.

ONE BEDROOM 1ST 
FLOOR APARTMENT 
with granite countertops, 
hardwood & ceramic 

oors. ncludes in-suite 

laundry, microwave, 
dishwasher, fridge, 
stove, A/C, locker, private 
porch. $1190.00/month 
plus hydro. Available Feb. 
1. Call 289-242-1736 or 
email duke3erb@gmail.
com. Visit dukeoferb.ca.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

COMING EVENTS

KARATE NEW YEARS 
SPECIAL! SCH-
WEITZER'S MARTIAL 
ARTS 8 weeks plus uni-
form only $99+tax! Group 
classes for ages 4 to 
adult Classes taught by 
Renshi Becky Schweitzer, 
4th Degree Black Belt and 
World Karate Champion 
Location at Heidelberg 
Community Centre 2915 
Lobsinger Line, Heidel-
berg Call 519-580-1418 
or e-mail becky_sch-
weitzer@hotmail.com

Municipal, Police, Fleets & Others
VEHICLE AUCTION

Sat Jan 11th 9:30am

BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX
5100 FOUNTAIN ST, North, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

to be held at

PARTIAL LIST ONLY - CHECK WEBSITE for Updates
Vehicles Pictures posted, as they arrive! 

No Buyer’s Premium or Penalty !!!

3-13/15 Taurus AWD’s
2014 Honda Accord LX 4dr
2013 Hyundai Elantra 4dr
2011 Dodge Caliber SXT
2011 Crown Victoria Propane -
2009 Caliber SXT - 037kms
2007 Mazda 6 - 4dr

2-14/15 Explorer AWDs
2012 Chev Colorado Pickup
2- 10/11 Sprinter 2500 Cargo Vans
3- 2010 Grand Caravan Wgns
1-R 20hp Screw Air Compressor
Tires/Rims - Charger & Crown Victoria
5/Shp Snowblowers

2010 Grand CARAVAN Liberty Handicap Van
2008 Lincoln NAVIGATOR Stretch Limo

2015 Subaru Forester AWD Wgn-Sheriff’s Seizure

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

M.R. Jutzi & Co
VIEWING: Friday Jan 10th, 2020, 1 to 4 pm

TERMS: $500 Deposit on Each Unit, or as announced

Division 658347 Ontario Inc.

AUCTION SALE 
At the St. Jacobs Community Centre 29 
Parkside Dr. St. Jacobs for an area estate 

with additions on:

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 15 AT 9:30 AM
HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: hoosier cupboard 
with  flour sifter; washstands; 1940’s dining 
room suite (china cabinet, buffet, chairs) 
spinning wheel; wool winder; oak table with 
paw feet; cedar chest; pine chest; table 
with tray; wardrobe; 2 pie safes; rocking 
chair; vintage hats and hat boxes; oriental 
wall displays; wicker loveseat and other 
wicker furniture; room dividers; Art Deco 
lamps; framed, stained glass window; curio 
cabinets of various sizes; hall table; wing 
back chair; loveseat; desk and chair; oak 
cabinet; maple chest; drop leaf table; queen 
metal bed; 3 pc bedroom suite (double bed, 
dresser, chest of drawers); 9 drawer jewelry 
stand; secretary desk; single bed; oak chairs; 
table and chairs; dresser; plant stands; pellet 
gun; small doll buggy; sideboard; side table; 
honey pails; old tins; parlour table; weather 
vane; gramophone; artwork; sewing box; 
cradle; old kitchenware; Swarovski crystal 
animal figurines; quantity of costume jewelry 
and other jewelry; Art Deco pieces; clocks; 
old jars; primitives; oil lamps; crocks; jugs; 
washboard; quantity of older glass and 
china; depression; crystal; dinner sets; 
kitchenware; bedding; linen; Tupperware; 
and the list goes on and on. 
NOTE: A full auction, and great auction to 
start the new year. 10% buyers premium. 
Cash, cheque, Visa, Mastercard, debit.

AUCTIONEERS:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION

AUCTION

SMALL ADS, BIG IMPACT.
THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

100% LOCAL
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

There’s a public meeting Jan. 27 as Waterloo pursues 
an o�cial plan amendment for the Erbsville South area 
of the city. The Erbsville South Block Plan provides 
direction for how development and environmental 
protection will occur for the area. The informal public 
session will take place during the regular council 
meeting at city hall.

Do you know a family that represents the values 
of Ontario’s rural communities? People whose 
commitment and dedication to the rural way of 
life makes a di�erence and sets an example for 
others? You can nominate them for a 2020 BMO 
Ontario Farm Family Award, presented by the Ontario 
Plowmen’s Association (OPA). Nominations are open 
now and will be accepted until Feb. 28, 2020.  

www.surveymonkey.com/r/96QDKVC

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Did you know?
We have a draw every month promoting local businesses!  

Stop by and enter your name for a chance 
to win a $100 gift card to A&W this month.

We are happy to support A&W who recently added a 
location in Elmira and want to wish them the best!

 -Leroy’s Auto Care

ERBSVILLE REVIEW RURAL VALUES

Jon Lebold, MCC material resources coordinator, wraps a “tractor” in comforters. [ MCC PHOTO/SHERYL BRUGGELING]

MCC launches its centennial year with the Great Winter Warm-up, a bid to collect 6,500 comforters in one day, Jan. 18
Lending a hand, and a little bit of comfort

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Handmade comforters 
have for decades been 
part of the care packages 
the Mennonite Central 
Committee has sent to aid 
people displaced by war or 
natural disasters. With the 
organization celebrating 
its centennial year in 2020, 
it’s looking to honour that 
tradition in style.

On January 18, MCC 
hopes to collect a re-
cord-breaking 6,500 com-
forters on one day, making 
the Great Winter Warm-up 
its biggest-ever comforter 
making event. 

The event is symbolic 
of MCC’s long history of 
relief work. When people 
have been displaced by 
conflict or disaster, MCC 
often sends comforters 
along with other relief sup-
plies. The comforters keep 
people warm when living 
in temporary shelters, for 
instance, but are also a re-
minder that people on the 
other side of the world are 
thinking of them.

That’s especially helpful 
with refugees, says Sheryl 
Bruggeling, MCC’s commu-
nications and events senior 
manager.

“They’re fleeing with 
nothing. We’re giving them 
something and letting 
them know we’re thinking 
of them,” she said of the 
inclusion of a handmade 
item in the care packages.

Providing care for refu-
gees is in keeping with its 
centennial-year push, she 
added.

“The focus this year is on 
supporting displaced peo-
ple,” said Bruggeling, not-
ing the need never seems 

to subside. 
“There are millions of 

people displaced around 
the world.”

Every year, the organiza-
tion receives more requests 
for comforters than it can 
meet. The items are sent to 
relief partners in more than 
50 countries. Last year, 
more than 53,000 comfort-
ers were shipped by MCC 
to Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Haiti, Iraq, Jordan, Leba-
non, Malawi, Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea 
(North Korea), Serbia, Syria 
and Ukraine, along with a 

sprinkling in Canada and 
the U.S. 

“Comforters provide a 
tangible message to people 
affected by conflict and di-
saster that their needs are 
not forgotten,” said John 
Head, executive director of 
MCC Ontario. 

“Comforters are an ex-
cellent metaphor for the 
nature of our work around 
the world at MCC,” added 
Rick Cober Bauman, ex-
ecutive director of MCC 
Canada. “One square of 
fabric alone cannot keep 
the cold away, but many 

pieces connected together 
produce warmth against 
the cold. When our volun-
teers and supporters come 
together to create comfort-
ers for The Great Winter 
Warm-up, they will make 
a difference in the lives of 
people affected by conflict 
and disaster.” 

Ahead of the January 
18 event, which is being 
marked by partner orga-
nizations across the con-
tinent, including the likes 
of the Drayton Reformed 
Church, MCC staff covered 
the atrium of its 50 Kent 

St., Kitchener headquarters 
with a raft of comforters. 

While many of the reg-
ular comforter knotters, 
so named for the process 
by which the items are 
assembled, distinct from 
the more-involved quilts, 
MCC is hoping the event 
will draw in a wider audi-
ence to take part, perhaps 
forming a knot or two 
themselves.

“We’re inviting the gen-
eral public to come by and 
tie a knot, and to learn 
about what MCC does,” 
said Bruggeling.

Getting the word out is 
part of the 100th anniver-
sary year. MCC has been 
active since 1920, when it 
started by helping fami-
lies affected by war and 
famine in southern Russia 
(present-day Ukraine). It 
now works in more than 
50 countries around the 
world. 

Great Winter Warm-up 
events take place across 
Canada and the U.S. More 
information and locations 
can be found online at 
www.mcccanada.ca/great-
winter-warm-up.

100 YEARS OF MCC
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The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are o�ered free to the public. Placement 
is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 
open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 
advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 
to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

 
 
  

519.669.5105
 A A  A  

   A

www.mgmill.com

A A  A
  

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB. COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS 
invites you to join us for a light lunch and fellowship at the 
Breslau Community Centre at noon, $7. Call 519-664-1900.

 � NEW HORIZONS AT MARYHILL COMMUNITY CENTRE AT 
10 a.m. Ken Dowling will be guest speaker for New 
Horizons. Topic: The West Montrose Bridge Spanning Seven 
Generations. Ken is a member of the Bridge eepers in West 
Montrose. Co�ee, tea and a delicious snack are served, $2 
admission.

 � EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS, 10:30 A.M. AT WOODSIDE 
Church, Elmira. "Understanding Funeral Planning" Monty 
Steenson, Devotional: Pastor Jonathan Brubacher, Acapela 
Singers- Gloria, Lena, Ken & Ray. Suggested donation of $7 
includes hot lunch.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14

 � A LIFE OUTDOORS - AN APPALACHIAN TRAIL THRU-HIKE 
with John Mathers. Join us to hear about John's five-month 
journey and adventure along 2,190 miles (3,505 km) of the 
Appalachian Trail; 1:30 p.m. at Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, St. Jacobs.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB. COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS 
invites you to join us for a light lunch and fellowship at 
Wellesley Community Centre at noon, $7. Call 519-664-1900 
by noon on Jan. 13 to sign up.

MONDAY, JANUARY 20

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB. COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS 
invites you to join us for a light lunch and fellowship at 
Woolwich Memorial Centre at noon, $7. Call 519-664-1900 
by noon Jan. 16 to sign up.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 21 

 � TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
11:30 a.m. Menu: ham and scalloped potatoes, hot 
vegetable, salad, bread, dessert and beverage. Cost: $12. 
Location: 10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22

 � SENIORS' COMMUNITY DINING. COMMUNITY CARE 
Concepts invites you to join us for lunch, fellowship and 
entertainment at Linwood Community Centre, noon, $12. 
Call 519-664-1900 by noon on Jan. 20 to sign up.

 � YOUNG AT HEART SOCIAL CLUB. PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN 
afternoon of crafts and cards at St. Clements Community 
Centre at 1 p.m. We will be painting River Rock Mandalas 
and enjoying snacks and friendship.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25

 � SPAGHETTI DINNER & SALAD BAR AT THE ELMIRA LEGION. 
Two sittings, 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets can be purchase in 
advance at the Legion or call 519-669-2932. Adults $10, 
children 5-10 yrs $4, under 5 yrs $2.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9

 � MOONLIGHT HIKE ON TRAILS IN THE SANDY HILLS 
Regional Forest, 6 p.m. Join members of the Woolwich 
Trails Group as we explore some of the many trails in the 
Sandy Hills Regional Forest after dark, for approximately 
one and a half hours. Come dressed for the conditions. 
Feel free to bring a small flashlight but hopefully we will not 
need them. Please RSVP nancy.stayzer@gmail.com if you 
are able to join us.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13

 � EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS, 10:30 A.M. AT WOODSIDE 
Church Elmira."Country Clem" Stand-Up Comedy and Music- 
Don Vair. Devotional Thoughts: Claude Martin. Evergreen 
for Seniors, 10:30 a.m. at Woodside Church Elmira."Country 
Clem" Stand-Up Comedy and music by Don Vair. Devotional 
Thoughts: Claude Martin.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

W ell, 2020 has cer-
tainly arrived, 
which of course 

means that it’s been 438 
years since we’ve began us-
ing the Gregorian calendar, 
but we’ll circle back to that.

Today we’re making an 
amazing Orzo one-pot 
wonder that’s anything but 
Orthodox! 

“Orzo” is from the Greek 
meaning “little barley” or 
loosely “barley noodle.”

While it is human-made, 
it is made to look as close 
to rice as possible without 
actually being rice at all. It 
is actually typically made 
from wheat and not bar-
ley either. It’s technically 
a pasta, but it’s firmness 
allows it hold up well in 
soups, stews, casseroles 
and the like.

It’s important to remem-
ber that even though your 
eyes may deceive you, being 
made from wheat means 
that it has gluten in it. 

In this recipe we cook it 
like it’s rice: by absorption, 
and without straining it – 
this allows all the flavours 
to remain intact as well as 
create a creamy consisten-
cy almost like a risotto.

This would be a perfectly 
sensible vegetarian dish if I 
didn’t ask for chicken broth 
(which of course you could 
substitute for the veggie 
kind).

Orthodox Christians 
celebrated Christmas this 
week on January 7.

The previous calendar 
created by Julius Caesar was 
observed until the 1500s 
when it was switched over to 
the current one. That being 
said, Orthodox Churches 
still observe the Julian cal-
endar whereby December 25 
falls on the “new” January 7.

Whether for Christmas or 

Prime time for an 
unOrthodox take on rice

CHEF'S TABLE

not, enjoy!

Orthodox Orzo 
Pilaf

2 Tbsp. butter
2 cups Orzo
1 onion, chopped
1 red bell pepper, diced
1 carrot, grated
1 Tbsp. sweet paprika
2 cups chicken broth (+ more 
as required)
1 cup frozen peas
1 cup sliced mushrooms
Salt, pepper, oregano
Chopped parsley 

1. Melt butter and sweat veg-
gies lightly for about 3 minutes 
until starting to get soft.

2. Add orzo and continue to 
cook until lightly browned, 
while stirring constantly.

3. Add liquid and bring to a boil.

4. Simmer slowly while stirring 
occasionally.

5. When half of the liquid is 
absorbed, add mushrooms, 
peas, parsley.

6. Cook until all absorbed.

7. Add a little more broth if the 
orzo seems a little too firm to 
the bite. 

Chef Bruce Du� is the operator of 
“Chef Du� at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just 
outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts 
private events, banquets, team 
building and cooking classes and also 
run breakfast and lunch in the café 
from Wed. – Sat; info@chefdu�.ca.

CHEF DUFF 
CHEF'S TABLE 
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BRAIN FOOD

Size not an issue, as moquitoes 
top list of deadliest predators

Q.  Which of the fol-
lowing is the deadliest 
predator of people on 
the planet?  A. sharks   B. 
lions and other big cats   
C. human beings   D. mos-
quitoes   E. dogs

A.  Mosquitoes (D).  
“Sharks kill fewer than 10 
people annually, whereas 
the average yearly mos-
quito-related death toll 
over the past two decades 
is about two million,” says 
Steve Mirsky in “Scientif-
ic American” magazine, 
drawing on Timothy Win-
egard’s book, “The Mos-
quito: A Human History of 
Our Deadliest Predator.”  
What makes humans 
particularly attractive are 
carbon dioxide exhalations 
that the insects can detect 
up to 200 feet away.  

 
Some 110 trillion mos-

quitoes are alive at any one 
time, but only the female 
bites.  Writes Winegard, 
“it is the toxic and highly 
evolved diseases she trans-
mits that cause an endless 
barrage of desolation and 
death.”  Of the more than 
15 diseases mosquitoes 
transmit, the deadliest is 
malaria, and the book ar-
gues that malaria diseases 
played a critical role in the 
American colonists’ under-
dog win against the Brit-
ish in the Revolutionary 
War.  George Washington, 
himself a malaria sufferer, 
commanded troops already 
exposed to the disease, 
whereas the British troops 
were unprotected from 
“the kill-buzz.”

 
FYI, the runner-up killer 

of human beings is human 
beings, Winegard says, 

with the annual toll reach-
ing about 475,000 deaths 
on average over the past 
two decades.

 
Q.  Why were new Moms 
asked to wear the same 
cotton T-shirt to bed 
for three consecutive 
nights?

A.  They were part of a 
study to test whether a 
familiar scent can sooth 
Baby, as some midwives 
have advised, says Layal 
Liverpool in “New Sci-
entist” magazine.  Moms 
were told to use their 
normal shampoo, soap 
and deodorant but not 
add any new products.  
Then researcher Sarah 
Jessen showed photos of 
happy and fearful faces to 
seven-month-old babies — 
the age by which the fear 
response has developed.  
“Each of the 76 infants 
viewed the photos while 
being exposed to either 
the familiar smell of their 
mother, a stranger’s odor, 
or no specific odor.”  The 
infants were fitted with 
an EEG cap, which would 
measure a specific pattern 
of electrical activity in the 
brain, indicative of a fear 
response.

 
Jessen found those ba-

bies that could smell their 
mother didn’t have this 
pattern, but those exposed 
to the other two situations 
did.  Her conclusion?  
Babies’ experiences, in-
cluding those of smell, can 
influence fear processing 
in the brain.  Next, she 
plans to investigate wheth-
er babies have a similar 
response to their father’s 
scent or the scent of other 
caregivers.  Stay tuned!

 
Q.  As the old cowboy 
song intones: “Here 
on the range I belong/ 
Drifting along with the 
tumbling tumbleweeds.”  
What’s wrong with this 
picture?

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  STRANGE questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

A.  “Those dried-up, grey 
and brown tangles of 
‘salsola’ plants have blown 
through many a Western 
movie, but they actually 
aren’t all that Western,” 
says Susan Milius in 
“Science News” magazine.  
According to evolutionary 
ecologist Shana Welles, 
the tumbleweed species 
isn’t even native to North 
America, reportedly having 
been brought as “impure” 
flaxseed from Russia 
to South Dakota in the 
1870s.  The adaptable “S. 
tragus” can now be found 
in at least 45 U.S. states, 
including Louisiana, Maine 
and Hawaii, and thrives 
in places like California’s 
Central Valley, where 5’8” 
Welles recounted standing 
next to tumbleweeds that 
were taller than she was.

 
In its one year of life, 

a single plant can create 
more than 100,000 len-
til-sized fruits.  When fruit 
and seeds form, a tissue 
layer weakens the main 
stem at the base for the 
wind to snap off the entire 
structure to blow where it 
will.  As Milius puts it, “A 
tumbleweed is just a mater-
nal corpse giving her living 
seeds a chance of a good 
life somewhere new.”

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Blackguard
4. Primitive peeper
11. Addition symbol
16. "Tarzan" extra
17. "Enhanced interro-

gation"
18. Marks of the 

deceased
19. Dramatic reveal!
21. Second largest viol
22. Priestly magician
23. 1/16th of a rupee
25. Deep-red-brown 

sea breem
26. Refuge in hostility
27. What came before 

the sun
31. Muslim leader
33. Spittoon
36. Niggling pain point
38. All hallows, New 

Year's, Christmas
39. Tragically comic 

empire state
40. Grassy spot
41. Una�ected speech
44. Sweep out equal 

area in equal time
47. Carpet weave
48. Gaelic language
49. Fork fingers
51. Times
55. Fitting within the 

context
58. From this to this, 

stars
61. Forceful debater
65. How do you want 

them done?

66. High pirate de-
mesne

67. Time
68. You are my 

___shine, my only 
___shine

69. Sword, like the 
crescent moon

71. An end to golf
73. Mini parrot
76. State of the moon
78. Hi cymbal
79. Camp beds
83. Openings for 

leaves
84. Hole in the head
86. Polite exclamation
87. Seaweeds
88. With outgroup, 

the worst kind of 
politics

90. Before
91. These are cheap, 

execution more 
dear

92. Weentsy
93. Cautious drink

DOWN
1. Spanish cham-

pagne
2. Wish tied to a star
3. Whoa nelly maneu-

ver with in
4. Pilot's arrival 

prediction
5. Up only toy, no up 

n' down
6. .0000001 joule
7. Stationary genera-

tor component
8. Cougars
9. Round and round 

we go
10. Sweet, ice, black
11. Disaster cloud
12. Demean
13. What soldiers and 

bodybuilders have 
in common

14. Fleeting, unat-
tained

15. __ no longer the 
season, thank 
goodness

20. Reindeer nomad
24. Cooler program-

mer
26. Great hunter in the 

stars
28. Perturb, interper-

sonally
29. Done on one side 

for the Brits
30. Seyfert core
32. Brief residence
33. Cute pickle
34. Computer operator
35. Easy dupes
37. School volunteers
41. House to a mucky-

muck
42. Has a mortgage
43. What the editor 

thinks
45. Grasslands
46. Bloodsucking 

vermin
50. Loose dress
52. Robot elegy, in 

peace
53. Aaar, where the 

pirates be!
54. What Betelgeuse is
56. A cute cat, or 

something gross, 
whatevs

57. Dull colour to paint 
a room

59. English, Persian, 
common

60. He did this, then 
saw, then con-
quered

61. Booster rally
62. As the volcano did
63. Bigger digs for a 

bigger rodent
64. Book of life
69. Ring world
70. Seven year, jock, 

winter
72. Florida seaport
74. Like the Rhone
75. Where cowboys 

feel at home
77. Uppity kidspeak
80. Why daisy!
81. Donuts, to a bo�n
82. Dance, mis, back
83. To recklessly 

experiment with 
slopes and friction-
less surfaces

84. Be in session
85. Lush
86. The one who loved 

James
89. With a failed 

democracy

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!
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NURSERY
PROVIDED
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SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Fred Lichti preaching

God Questions –
Where Are You?

Tumbleweed [STOCK PHOTO]

Relive it with a reprint.
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We have photos 
to share.
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THIS WEEKS DEALS!
JANUARY 9-12   4 DAYS ONLY!
THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 10-59-6

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188 | M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

6MM THICK

.99¢
/SQ FT

3.99

12MM 
THICK

LAMINATE

$157
PER SQ FT

 REG 3.99

GLASS 
AND STONE

BACKSPLASH

$199
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

2-TONE
FRIEZE 

CARPET

$187
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

5’X7’
SHAG

AREA RUGS

$4999
STARTING

FROM

MODERN
GRAY

LEDGESTONE

$499
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

LAMINATE

VINYL TILE TILE

TILE

CARPET RUGS

ENGINEERED
5” WIDE X 3/4” THICK
HARDWOOD

$399
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

HARDWOOD

7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

MDF PRIMED WHITE
BASEBOARDS

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT67/ LIN FT67

LAMINATE / HARDWOOD

STAIR 
TREADS

12” X24”
PORCELAIN 

TILE

.99¢
/SQ FT

3.99

NO
TAX

$3599STARTING
FROM EACH




