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1-800-265-8977
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KW Tickets: (The Centre in the Square)
                            101 Queen St. N., Kitchener

Thursday - Saturday Shows 8PM | Sunday Shows 2:30PM
Special Valentines Dinner & Show February 14 — $65/ticket 

Tickets $20

Produced by special arrangement with PLAYWRIGHTS GUILD OF CANADA

by  Andrew Wreggitt & Rebecca Shaw Directed by  Cathy Moore Produced by  Bev Dietrich 

Andy, Robin, Randall and Stewart bring 
their neuroses, hang-ups, blind spots and 

bald spots to a “men’ts awareness 
weekend” in the deep woods. Their journey 
to self-discovery reveals that each of them 

is needy in some way and once the walls 
have broken down, there is no controlling 

what will happen next!
All performances held at:
76 Howard Ave., Elmira

OPEN 7 DAYS · 30 Benjamin Rd., Waterloo (across from St. Jacobs Outlet Mall) · 519-746-0060 · www.furniturehouse.cawww.furniturehouse.ca

THROUGHOUT THE
ENTIRE STORE!ENTIRE STORE!ENTIRE STORE!ENTIRE STORE!
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Woolwich whittles 
down tax hike 
somewhat to 3.9%

WOOLWICH COUNCIL

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Woolwich taxpayers are 
looking at a 3.9 per cent 
tax hike as councillors last 
week made a few tweaks 
to the budget, dropping 
it from a planned five per 
cent increase.

The new figure includes 
1.5 per cent for a special 
infrastructure fund, 0.5 per 
cent for greening and 0.38 
per cent for climate-action 
projects, leaving about a 1.6 
per cent hike in the gener-
al levy. In total, the hikes 
would add $34.16 to the tax 
bill of an average home val-
ued at $394,000.

Along with money from 
new growth and hikes in 
fees and charges, the town-
ship is looking to spend 
some 8.5 per cent this year 
over what was budgeted in 
2019. That ongoing trend 
towards large expenditures, 
much of it on staff rather, 
is now being met with con-
cern from some councillors.

Coun. Patrick Merlihan 
called the tax increase 
itself “misleading,” as 
spending increases are 
much higher, as they’ve 
been for some years. Extra 
revenue from the likes of 
assessment growth has 

been rolled into the operat-
ing budget without much 
thought, he said. Most of 
this year’s new revenue 
from assessment will go to 
hiring two more people for 
a staff complement that 
outstripped inflation and 
growth in the township.

“Our spending is signifi-
cant,” said the Ward 1 coun-
cillor, adding another spate 
of growth means council 
should talk about where 
that money should go.

Coun. Larry Shantz 
shared his concerns about 
the spending priorities, 
arguing the process should 
be more transparent.

The township, he said, 
should avoid operating 
budget increases in favour 
of building up its savings 
in reserve funds to tackle 
more pressing problems 
such as the large infrastruc-
ture deficit.

“I think we need to have 
a bigger discussion about 
the reserves,” said Shantz.

For this year, council-
lors meeting in a special 
session January 16 opted 
to cut spending to projects 
such as new lights at Lions 
Park in Elmira, playground 
equipment and a ball di-
amond in Heidelberg to 
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Taking the plunge on condos
The old pool at the corner of Ernst Street and Snyder Avenue in Elmira is to be replaced by an apartment building. [JOE MERLIHAN]

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Necessity may be the 
mother of invention, but 
it’s also a prime reason 
Woolwich councillors this 
week approved a three-sto-
rey, 18-unit condominium 
development on the site 
of the former Elmira pool 
building on Ernst Street.

Citing the need for al-
ternative housing, partic-
ularly for seniors looking 
to remain in Elmira while 

downsizing from their 
single-family homes, coun-
cillors backed a proposal 
by the current owners to 
rezone the property.

The site was purchased 
in 2011 by 2284578 Ontario 
Inc. for $450,000, and has 
been home to the Waterloo 
Regional Synchronized 
Swimming Club since that 
time. The principals of the 
company – Erika Lindner 
and Leanne McDonnell 
– want to redevelop the 
0.75-acre site at the corner 

of Ernst Street and Snyder 
Avenue.

Where the original appli-
cation submitted last sum-
mer called for four storeys, 
the owner has reduced the 
height following feedback 
from the neighbours, who 
were out in force at a July 
public meeting to argue 
against the project.

Jeremy Vink, Woolwich’s 
manager of planning, said 
the company has been 
working to deal with con-
cerns, including dropping 
the height to three storeys. 

CONDO | 04

Woolwich approves plan for three-storey building on former Elmira pool site

Ernst St. resident Wayne Turpel rais-
es concern about the project Tues-
day night.  [STEVE KANNON]
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Chargeable paint costs may vary depending on the vehicle/colour. See dealer for full program details. Credits vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Factory order may be required. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend 
or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. Offers may not be redeemed for Cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. β Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between 
January 3, 2020 to January 31, 2020. Lease based on suggested retail price of $49,683, towards the lease of an eligible 2020 Silverado Crew Cab Custom Edition. Bi-weekly payment is $158 for 24 months at 1.9% lease rate (1.9% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $79 
weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $3,350 down payment required. Payment may vary depending 
on down payment trade. Total obligation is $12,508. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $37,727. ≠ Offer available to qualified retail customers in 
Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between January 3, 2020 to January 31, 2020. Lease based on suggested retail price of $31,493, towards the lease of an eligible 2020 Equinox LT FWD. Bi-weekly payment is $150 for 48 months at 1% lease rate (1% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail 
customers by GM Financial. The $75 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $2,600 down payment 
required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $18,178. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $14,172. ^ To qualify 
for the Costco Member Pricing, you must be a Canadian resident holding a valid driver’s license, have been a Costco member since January 2, 2020, or earlier and must: (1) Register with Costco to receive your non-transferable Authorization Number; (2) Present the Authorization Number to a participating 
dealer; (3) Retail purchase, finance or lease an eligible new or demonstrator in-stock 2020 Chevrolet: Equinox (excl. LS), Traverse, Blazer (excl. 2.5L), Tahoe, Suburban; delivered from January 3, 2020, to March 31, 2020. In addition, to receive a $500 Costco Shop Card by email, submit a redemption form to 
Costco within thirty (30) days of vehicle delivery and complete a Costco member satisfaction survey. Please allow three weeks for Costco Shop Card delivery, pending completion of all eligibility requirements; including redemption form submission, purchase verification and survey completion. Costco Shop 
Cards will be emailed to the email address provided to Costco at the time of registration. The purchase or lease of a vehicle does not qualify for the calculation of the Costco Executive Membership 2% Reward. Offer may not be redeemed for cash. Conditions and limitations apply to this limited time offer. For 
full program details and for any applicable exclusions see a participating dealer or costcoauto.ca/GM. For Costco Shop Card terms and conditions, visit Costco.ca and search “Shop Card”. Tax, title, registration and license fees, personal property registration fees, and additional products and services are not 
included in the Costco Member Pricing. Offer is valid at participating authorized GM Canada dealers. Offer not available in the U.S. or Mexico. Offer is subject to change without notice. Void where prohibited. Costco and its affiliates do not sell automobiles nor negotiate individual transactions. ®: Registered 
trademark of Price Costco International, Inc. used under license. + 1 Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between January 17, 2020 to January 31, 2020. Lease based on suggested retail price of $17,598, towards the lease of an eligible 2020 Spark 
LT Automatic. Bi-weekly payment is $89 for 48 months at 1% lease rate (1% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $45 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for 
informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $1,795 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $0. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer 
fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $6,511. ~ 15” Kumho Wintercraft Ice WI31 (185/55R15) tires only. Installation, mounting and equipment extra. Four 15” Tire Application Kumho Wintercraft Ice WI31 (185/55R15) winter tires included with the 
purchase or lease of a new 2019 or 2020 MY Spark delivered between Oct 1, 2019 to February 3, 2020 at a participating GM dealer in Canada. © Copyright 2019 Kumho Tire Canada Inc. All rights reserved. £ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada on select vehicles purchased and delivered 
from January 3, 2020 to January 31, 2020.  0% purchase financing (0% APR) offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 72 months on eligible new 2019 All-New Silverado 1500 Crew Cab RST models. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from 
other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $49,485 financed at 0% nominal rate (0% APR) equals $688 monthly for 72 months. The offer includes 
$1,000 RST Bonus (Tax Exclusive), $2,650 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive), $2,850 Finance Cash (Tax Exclusive) and $500 option package discount. Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $49,485. Freight ($1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100, if applicable) included. License, insurance, 
registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and, except in Quebec, dealer fees not included (all of which may vary by dealer and region). ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TD Auto Finance is a registered trademark of The 
Toronto-Dominion Bank. ΩWhichever comes first. Limit of four complimentary Lube-Oil-Filter services in total. Fluid top-offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. See the Warranty Booklet or your dealer for details. ∞ Whichever comes first. ∆ Visit onstar.ca for 
vehicle availability, coverage maps, details and system limitations. Services and connectivity vary by model and conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. 4G LTE service available in select markets. Requires active connected vehicle services and a data plan to access the vehicle’s built-in 
Wi-Fi hotspot. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Credit card is required for purchase.
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2019 SILVERADO 1500 CREW CAB RST
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LEASE FOR $89 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:
FOR 48 MONTHS WITH 
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Grand River Transit services came to a halt Tuesday 
as workers rejected an agreement reached between 
their union, Unifor 4304, and GRT management. The 
deal including a 6% wage increase for bus operators, 
dispatchers and service attendants and 15% hike over 
three years for mechanics. 

Municipal water customers in Woolwich face major 
increases on their bimonthly bills as the township 
moves to eliminate its second consecutive deficit. 
Water rates would jump by 53 per cent – to $1.18 
per cubic metre from $0.77 last year – under a plan 
approved by councillors Jan. 20. As well, the water 
service charge, which doubled last year, would rise 
an additional two per cent, to $25.38 from $24.88. 

From the Jan. 24, 2004 edition of The Observer

building centre

JL’s Duke St

Shop homehardware.ca5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 • Text JL’s 226.979.1850

Same Day
Ship to Home

Delivery*

and choose JL’s as your home Store.

*Conditions apply local delivery, in stock merchandise. Call store for details.

homehardware.ca

Windsor Select Salt
also available $5.99/bag

FR
EE

*Conditions apply local delivery, in stock merchandise. Call store for details.

homehardware.cahomehardware.cahomehardware.ca

Windsor Select Salt
also available $5.99/bag

WINDSOR SYSTEM
SAVER II SALT

18.1Kg bag
for

$6.99

BUSES REALLY IDLING FROM THE ARCHIVES 

EDUCATION ON THE LINE

Catholic school teachers in the region were off the job Tuesday, with some marching through downtown Elmira, home 
to Conservative MPP Mike Harris' office. [VERONICA REINER]

Tuesday saw OECTA members march in front of MPP Mike Harris' Elmira office

Catholic teachers join public 
board on the picket lines

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Local Catholic elementary 
and high school teachers 
hit the picket lines Tues-
day, marching up and 
down Arthur Street in El-
mira as part of a one-day, 
province-wide strike. 

It’s not an uncommon 
sight in town, with two 
previous teacher walkouts 
taking place in December 
during Ontario Secondary 
School Teachers’ Federa-
tion (OSSTF) action against 
the Ford government. 
This time, it is the Ontario 
English Catholic Teach-
ers Association (OECTA) 
launching strike action.

The reasons that prompt-
ed the strike are the same 
across both boards, how-
ever, according to Bill 
Conway, chair of the board 
of trustees at the Waterloo 
Catholic District School 
Board.

“The classroom ratio of 
teachers to students is cer-
tainly a big issue, and then 
e-learning I would say, 
are the key issues,” said 
Conway. “Because that’s 
definitely going to affect 
student success, achieve-
ment and well-being. 
That’s something we’re not 
in favour of.”

The teachers are looking 
to keep classroom sizes 
at 22, while the province 
favours a higher average of 
28. E-learning courses are 
another point of conten-
tion; the Ford government 
wants to make online class-
es mandatory, while teach-
ers feel that would hurt 

student learning.
These negotiations have 

been ongoing for months, 
with a newsletter sent out 
by the OECTA reading that 
the organization has met 
almost 40 times with the 
government and school 
board trustees, to no avail. 

Ontario Education Min-
ister Stephen Lecce an-
nounced on January 15 that 
the province would com-
pensate parents affected by 
the ongoing strikes.

Families with children 
six-years-old and younger 
who attend a school-based 
child care centre will re-
ceive $60 a day. Students in 

Some Maryhill residents 
among those still dealing 
with impact of Jan. 11 
record downpour

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

The rain may have let up, 
replaced by snow, but the 
large downpour earlier 
this month continues to 
have an impact in Wool-
wich Township as resi-
dents in some communi-
ties deal with the resultant 
flooding.

A torrential downpour 
January 11 saw the Grand 
River watershed hit with 
100mm of rain, the highest 
for the month of January 
in recorded history. While 
there were no major flood-
ing events in the township, 
some residents of West 
Montrose, Winterbourne, 
Elmira and Maryhill found 
water an unwelcome visitor 
in their basements.

Several Maryhill home-
owners in particular voiced 
concern in the aftermath.

Notre Dame Avenue res-
ident Deb Sibley, for exam-
ple, said that her home was 
flooded with four inches 
of water in the basement, 
forcing her to purchase a 
second sump pump to clear 
the water out.

“We have always had a 
sump pump, but we have 
never had this flooding 
issue and we have been 
here 20 years,” said Sib-
ley in an email. “We feel 
the township needs to 
take responsibility and 
take action to address the 
problem of drainage and 
runoff water.  This is a 
poorly managed drainage/
runoff system and we 
need action.”

Another Maryhill resi-
dent, Sarah Stoneman, said 
that while her home wasn’t 

damaged, her family was 
forced to cut a hole in a 
vent to run a third hose out 
front to help drain excess 
water. They spent hours 
running three separate 
sump pumps to prevent 
any flooding from occur-
ring. 

“We have set alarms 
throughout the night to 
check on draining and 
still almost a week later 
and still doing that,” said 
Stoneman. “Our yard is 
severely flooded and at 
least 15 homes that I per-
sonally know of flooded on 
Saturday.”

Problems in this com-
munity include high 
groundwater around St. 
Charles Street, Notre Dame 
Avenue, Halter Avenue 
and Isley Drive. Another 
part of the issue is an un-
dersized storm outlet that 
runs through St. Charles 
and connects into Maryhill 
Road. 

Several residents de-
scribed a “lake-like” body 
of water throughout the 
community, near Heritage 
Park. 

“There’s nowhere for 
the water to go, so it lays 
and what does seep into 
the ground, goes into the 
underneath aquifer, raising 
the level even more.  Hence 
many homes flooded in 
village,” said Stibley.

The township did re-
ceive a number of calls 
complaining about the sit-
uation that came through 
region dispatch, as well as 
directly to Woolwich man-
ager of operations Carter 
Maguire and the public 
works department.

FLOODING | 04

Kindergarten will get $40 
per day, while students in 
Grade 1 up to Grade 7 will 
get $25 per day. Students 
with special needs up to 
age 21 receive $40 a day. 

Lecce also issued a state-
ment in response to Janu-
ary 21 strike.

“We fully recognize the 
negative impacts teacher 
union escalation is having 
on families. It is why we 
are calling on these union 
leaders to end these strikes, 
given the adverse effects 
on students and financial 
hardship on parents,” said 
Lecce. “While this union-
led escalation happens far 

too often, we are commit-
ted to negotiating deals 
that keep students in class, 
while providing financial 
support for families for 
child care needs.”

The rotating strikes 
were organized in such a 
way to put pressure on the 
government, rather than to 
adversely affect students 
learning, added Conway.

“One day off doesn’t feel 
imposing,” said Conway. 
Many days would present 
a lot more challenges, for 
parents to find daycare, 
etcetera,” said Conway. I 
would compare it to… it’s a 
bit like a snow day.”
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New Year’s
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Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB
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Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firmfrom your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

For wills & powers of attorney 
completed between Nov. 30/19 
and Jan. 31/20.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 

 $25 OFFPER
PERSON

Free lessons on any
machine purchased

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday to Thursday.......... 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Friday................................. 9:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday............................. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

TEL. 5198846981

ALL MODELS ON SALE

MAGNOLIA
7043D Serger

FREDERICK ST. MALL,  KITCHENER

kwsewingmachines.com

Serving the K-W Area for Over 40 Years

Repairs to all makes

• 3/4 Thread Serger
• Professional finishing

• 1300 stitches per minute
• Colour-Coded thread paths

• Built-in rolled hem plate

MAGNOLIA
7043D Serger
MAGNOLIA
7043D Serger

$399.95

CLEARANCE SALE
January

“It is in keeping with the 
rest of the neighbourhood 
as far as height goes, said 
Vink, adding the owners 
are also interested in giving 
the building a multi-di-
mensional façade to help it 
blend into the neighbour-
hood of older homes.

Neighbours who origi-
nally panned the project 
appear to have had some of 
their concerns addressed 
as the company consulted 

with them, he explained.
Still, those such as Ernst 

Street’s Wayne Turpel re-
main “concerned” that the 
drawings presented by the 
owners may not line up 
with plans for the site.

“My main objection is we 
don’t know anymore what 
this project will look like,” 
he said.

Councillors, however, 
welcomed the chance for 
some diversity in the hous-
ing market.

In that, they were joined 
by Elmira realtor Brad 
Martin, who supported the 
proposal in an address to 
council.

“We have a huge void 
in this town for people to 
downsize,” he said of an 
option that is lacking.”I 
know nobody wants it in 
their backyard,” he added. 
“It’s a product that’s need-
ed in this market.”

Greg Romanick, a plan-
ner with Stantec Consult-

ing representing the appli-
cant, said changes made to 
the plan reflect the com-
ments the company heard 
from the public.

“It’s an appropriate and 
needed form of residential 
housing in Elmira,” he said 
of the project.

Coun. Larry Shantz also 
backed the plan, pointing 
to the housing need. He 
added the owners were 
making efforts to appease 
the neighbours. 

As it stands, the plan 
leaves flexibility for the 
building design, specifics 
that will be discussed in 
the site-plan approval pro-
cess down the road, said 
Vink.

Romanick noted the pro-
posal calls for larger set-
backs in the rear and side 
yards than what is required 
under the zoning. The side 
and backyards would re-
quire a 7.5-metre buffer to 
neighbouring properties, 
but the plan is for nine 
metres on the size and 14 
metres in the rear yard.

Mayor Sandy Shantz 
pushed for the rear yard 
setback to be 20 metres, 
finding a receptive group 
around the council table.

� CONDO: No details, but hope is for a building that blends into neighbourhood
FROM 01

free up some cash for cli-
mate-related projects and 
still cut one percentage 
point from the initial bud-
get target of a 4.99 per cent 
tax hike. After some back-
and-forth again Tuesday 
night, the 3.89 target was 
maintained.

Reducing the tax hike 
was a priority for Shantz.

“We should take the levy 
back by a per cent,” he said. 
“We’re really struggling, in 
my mind, to keep the bud-
get reasonable.”

A number of the cuts 
came from the recreation 
budget, which has been 
growing in leaps and 

bounds in recent years, 
with some councillors 
noting much of what’s in-
cluded could be deemed a 
“want” instead of a “need.”

Recreation spending 
subsidized to the tune of 
$2.6 million this year, with 
large growth year over year, 
Coun. Murray Martin point-
ed out, adding action is 
needed to stop that trend?

“How far are you willing 
to let that go? Three mil-
lion? Three point five mil-
lion dollars? 

“To me, that’s a want,” he 
added, calling for a review 
of the rec. budget. “I think 
we have to look at some of 
these things. Where do you 

want to go with it?” 
“He’s absolutely right on 
rec. spending and trails,” 
Merlihan said of Martin’s 
comments.

Shantz said budgets that 
have put too much empha-
sis on wants have left needs 
unresolved, pointing to tens 
of millions of dollars in road 
and bridge repairs alone.

“Infrastructure is a need, 
playgrounds are a want,” 
said Shantz, who’s been 
arguing through the pro-
cess that many of the play-
grounds are fine and don’t 
need to be replaced.

“We seem to be on two 
sides of the fence,” he said, 
arguing to save the township 
can’t continue to spend on 
wants, build up savings and 
reduce the tax increases due 
to the path it’s on.

“If council’s wish is to 
spend, spend, spend, I’d 
like to know that,” he said.

On the topic of infra-
structure, councillors re-
jected a staff suggestion to 
borrow $900,000 to pay for 
routine road maintenance 
projects.

“I’m a pay-as-you-go 
kind of guy,” said Martin, 
suggesting to avoid bor-
rowing for road projects 
by applying $175,000 from 
gasoline taxes originally 
earmarked for rec. proj-
ects to cover part of the 
$900,000, then using the 
untouched working capital 
reserve fund to cover the 
rest. The township could 
then replenish the fund 

over time again.
“Infrastructure is the 

most important job the 
township does.”

Merlihan said he was 
disappointed staff hadn’t 
come up with alternatives 
to borrowing for road re-
pairs, a concept he said 
he disliked as it wasn’t 
the same as investing in a 
new building, for instance. 
There was no suggestion 
from staff to put hiring on 
hold, for instance, let alone 
reduce staff spending, to 
help pay for real priorities 
or to eliminate $900,000 
debenture.

“I wish someone in up-
per management had said 
‘maybe we should put this 
on hold,’” said Merlihan.

He noted years of large 
spending increases have 
gone largely to staff rather 
than the pressing needs of 
the public. That’s true again 
this time around, he said.

“Our budget is staffing 
this year.”

Pointing to a recent 
organizational review, he 
said it was a foregone con-
clusion to press for more 
staffing rather than finding 
efficiencies and ways to 
reduce costs.

“I said it right from the 
start – this is just going to 
lead to more staffing,” said 
Merlihan, noting those 
spending choices in the 
past decade or so have con-
sequences today.

“Our decisions ... are 
coming home to roost now.”

 � BUDGET: Some councillors signal unease with large jumps in spending
FROM 01

The township responded 
to 20 locations, including 
properties that received 
groundwater impact, flood-
ing affecting the road and 
network and blockages in 
the municipal drain net-
work (creeks, storm chan-
nels, and ditches).

“To be honest, we re-
ceived less calls than I 
thought we would, but 
there was still a fair num-
ber,” said Maguire.

“Certainly, there was not 
a flood of calls,” added di-
rector of infrastructure ser-
vices Jared Puppe. “There 
were some more vocal than 
others.”

When a complaint is 
made to the township, the 
goal is to make contact 
with each homeowner 
within 24 hours, said 
Maguire. He added they 
received more calls in 
the days following, when 
residents realized the full 
extent of the issue.

Woolwich Township 
workers were out Tuesday 
in Maryhill with sump 
pumps to help alleviate 
backup water at the Hill-
side Residence, an assist-
ed-living facility at 44 St. 
Charles St. E. The drive-
way was so heavily flooded 
that vehicles could not get 
in or out of the building, 
which could pose a serious 
problem if not handled 
quickly.

“It’s kind of a priori-

ty – you assess where the 
greatest need or risk would 
be. For that, it was felt that 
just to be able to get into 
the Maryhill Manor home, 
there could be a high 
chance that emergency 
services would be needed 
there,” said Maguire. “So 
they needed access to that 
property.”

Issues with drainage in 
Maryhill were identified in 
2014, with problems seen 
in about a 60-metre length 
of pipe that runs through 
an area near the village’s 
main intersection, part of 
it under the Voisin Motors 
site, said Puppe.

The township has been 
exploring options, and 
since the flooding inci-
dent earlier this month, 
has looked at relining a 
troublesome portion of 
the pipe to buy some time. 
And time may be needed 
as the Region of Waterloo, 
which is responsible for the 
road, has reconstruction 
there slated for 2024 at the 
earliest.

The latest incident 
shows the urgency of 
dealing with the problem, 
Puppe added.

There were several 
road and bridge closures 
throughout Woolwich 
and Wellesley townships, 
including Glasgow Street 
and Misty River Drive in 
Conestogo, and a portion of 
Chalmers Forrest Road in 
Wellesley.

� FLOODING: Ongoing issues
in Maryhill await regional project

FROM 03
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January–2 Can Dine

519-669-8117
Toll free 1-877-496-8117
384 Arthur St S., Elmira, N3B 2P4

www.crossroadsrestaurant.ca

2 Saturday Breakfast Buffet for $19.99
Saturday, 8:00am–11:00am

2 Lunch Buffet for $29.99
Tuesday–Friday, 11:00–3:00 & Saturday, 11:30–3:00

2 Dinner Buffet or
2 Sunday Brunch Buffet for $39.99

Tuesday-Saturday, 4:00–8:00, Sunday 11:00–7:00

519-669-8117

FOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CALL

COUPON

A Taste Of Home

When You’re Not!

Offers valid January 2 through January 31, 2020

One coupon per couple, Dine-in only
Not valid with any other discounts,

group rates or special pricing

Waterloo Regional Police 
issued a warning to local 
college and university 
students after an increase 
in email fraud targeting 
students.

Last week, eight people 
have reported receiving 
fraudulent emails from the 
Canada Revenue Agency.

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

JANUARY 14

■ 7:00 PM | Unknown sus-
pects stole a white Ford F150 
truck from a rural residence 
located on Line 47 north of 
Gads Hill. The keys to the 
unlocked truck were left in the 
vehicle along with the owner’s 
wallet. A banking card belong-
ing to the owner was used in 
London in the early morning 
hours. The truck was located 
later that day abandoned 
in Tavistock. Police remind 
owners to remove valuables 
from their vehicles and ensure 
it is locked when not in use. 
Anyone with information is 
asked to contact police at 
1-888-310-1122. Should you 
wish to remain anonymous, 
call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477 (TIPS) or submit a 
secure web-tip at http://hc-cs.
ca where you may be eligible 
to receive a cash reward of up 
to $2,000.

JANUARY 15

■ 2:30 PM | Waterloo Re-

Police warn of fraud attempts on students

Students reported re-
ceiving an email to their @
uwaterloo.ca account. The 
email would advise that 
the student is eligible for 
a tax refund. The student 
would then fill out person-
al information to submit a 
claim.

Waterloo Regional Po-

lice have linked 15 other 
reports of CRA email scams 
to University of Waterloo 
students.

They remind the public 
that the Canada Revenue 
Agency will not provide tax 
refunds through e-trans-
fer. If you receive an email 
similar to the above, call 

police and the Canadian 
Anti-Fraud Centre to report 
the scam. You should also 
tell your friends and family 
so they are aware of the 
new tactic being used by 
scammers.

More information about 
frauds can be found lone at 
www.wrps.on.ca.

gional Police received a report 
of a suspicious vehicle in the 
area of Barnswallow Drive 
and Whippoorwill Drive in 
Woolwich Township. A female 
youth was walking in the 
area when a male in a white 
utility van stopped and tried 
to engage her in conversation. 
The male driver is described 
as white and in his 50s. The 
youth was not injured as a 
result of the incident. Anyone 
with information is asked to 
call police at 519-570-9777, 
ext. 6399 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

 ■ 8:00 PM | Unknown 
suspects entered a business 
on Line 86 near Dorking 
and stole an undisclosed 
amount of cash. No one was 
at the business when the 
theft occurred. Police remind 
residents to lock their doors 
to their buildings and homes 
when not present, as well as 
to secure their vehicles when 
not in use. Anyone with in-
formation is asked to contact 
police at 1-888-310-1122.

JANUARY 17

■ 4:27 PM | A horse-drawn 
buggy was being driven by 
a 32-year-old man from Lin-
wood north on Manser Road 
in Wellesley Township when 
he was struck from behind 
by a blue Ford driven by a 
55-year-old man from Mount 
Forest.   Emergency services 
responded to the collision 
and assessed the driver of 
the buggy and his two pas-
sengers, a 4- and 2-year-old, 
at the scene.   The 4-year-old 
was transported to Grand 
River Hospital with minor 
injuries.   The horse was not 
injured.   The Ford was towed 
from the scene and the driver 
was charged with ‘careless 
driving.’ 

JANUARY 19

■ 9:57 AM | Waterloo Region-
al Police responded to Ament 
Line in Wellesley Township for a 
collision involving two vehicles. 
The driver of a pickup truck, a 
75-year-old male, was taken to a 

hospital with minor injuries. The 
driver of the commercial motor 
vehicle was not injured. The im-
pact of the collision caused both 
vehicles to leave the highway 
resulting in the pickup truck hit-
ting a tree and the commercial 
vehicle rolling over into the 
ditch. Ament Line was closed for 
approximately one hour while 
investigators were on scene. 
The investigation is still ongoing. 
Any witnesses to the collision, 
or anyone with information, is 
asked to contact the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service’s Tra�c 
unit at 519-570-9777, ext. 8856.

 ■ 8:29 PM | Perth County 
OPP patrolling on Road 34 in 
the Township of Perth East 
charged a 20-year-old Welles-
ley Township man with ‘stunt 
driving. His driver’s licence was 
suspended for seven days, and 
his vehicle was impounded for 
a week. The penalties for stunt 
driving include six demerit 
points, a $2,000-$10,000 fine, 
a possible extended driver’s 
licence suspension and up to 
six months in jail.

$4.49

PORK LOIN ROAST

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
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Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
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HOURS:
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BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Flush with cash or other-
wise, you’ll be paying more 
again this year for turning 
on the taps and taking care 
of business in Woolwich, as 
the township moves to in-
crease its water and waste-
water rates.

If you’re on municipal 
services, water costs are 
going up 1.55 per cent this 
year, the usage rate climb-
ing to $1.76 per cubic metre 
from $1.73. That will add 
$6.12 per year – $1.02 per 
bi-monthly billing – to the 
average user’s bill, based 
on 204 annual cubic me-
tres or 17 cubic metres per 
month.

That incorporates a 1.9 
per cent increase in the 
bulk water rate charged to 
the township by the Region 
of Waterloo, director of 
finance Richard Petherick 

Water and sewer rates to rise again this 
year, as Woolwich approves budget

told councillors meeting 
Tuesday night.

He noted that, while 
regional water charges 
account for three-quarters 
of the township’s operat-
ing costs, adjustments to 
its own budget allow for 
flexibility in offsetting 
price hikes from the region, 
which has been boosting 
prices for years, often at 
many times the rate of in-
flation.

“We are keeping our con-
trollable costs in line,” said 
Petherick.

On the wastewater side, 
rates are going up 2.17 per 
cent, to $2.91 per cubic me-
tre from $2.85, largely as a 
result of charges from the 
region increasing by 3.9 per 
cent.

An average customer can 
expect to pay an additional 
$12.24 per year ($2.04 per 
bimonthly billing period) 
based 204 cubic metres 

annually.

“We have not been 
matching the regional 
increases for the last 
five or six years or 
more,” he said. “We 
try to keep the costs in 
check.” 
 RICHARD PETHERICK

“With this proposed 
budget, regional bulk wa-
ter charges will account 
for 78% of net operating 
costs,” said Petherick in 
his report.

While huge increases 
have been the norm in 
recent years, as the region 
implements the user-pay, 
full-cost-recovery model 
for its water and wastewa-
ter systems, as mandat-
ed by the province, this 
year is one of the smaller 
jumps.

Residents can also 
expect an extra ding on 
their bills eventually as 
the township moves to 
add equipment for remote 
reading to help automate 
billing.

Coun. Scott McMillan, 
noting the township wasn’t 
matching the regional 
hikes, asked whether that 
meant the township was 
falling behind.

Petherick noted, how-
ever, that township was 
still generating revenue by 
managing its own share of 
the costs.

“We have not been 
matching the regional in-
creases for the last five or 
six years or more,” he said. 
“We try to keep the costs in 
check.”

Last year, sewer rates 
climbed 6.1 per cent, 
though stronger finances 
meant water rates went up 
by 0.5 per cent.

Observer photographs online or in print
are all available for purchasing a reprint.
ads.observerxtra.com/reprints
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Labour unrest shows spending at odds with the public good
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

In a week where transit work-
ers are on strike and teach-
ers walked the picket lines 

in the region, municipal gov-
ernments continue to be obliv-
ious to runaway staff costs and 
the perils of ignoring the public 
good in making decisions ... or 
not making the decisions, as the 
case may be.

Ever-increasing operating 
cost at the Region of Waterloo 
are in part to blame for Grand 
River Transit disruptions, as 
the region has done little to 
curb staff costs, and even less to 
protect the public purse. Money 
and over-inflated staffing are at 
the heart of labour unrest in the 
education sector. In Woolwich, 
massive staffing-cost increases 
have sucked up millions of tax 
dollars, and prevented resi-
dents from seeing infrastruc-
ture improvements, let alone 

enjoying any dividend from all 
the negatives of growth.

To their credit, some Wool-
wich councillors have taken 
aim at a longstanding trend, 
looking to at least talk about 
accountability.

While there’s been some 
of the usual fiddling at the 
margins in this year’s Wool-
wich budget deliberations, 
there’s still no review of overall 
spending. Even with talk of its 
infrastructure deficit and how 
there’s not enough money to 
deal with essentials, there’s no 
talk of prioritizing where the 
money goes. Tax relief is be-
yond the pale.

With the now well-document-
ed decrease in our incomes and 
standards of living, govern-
ments too have to make do with 
less, scaling back to focus on 
the essentials.

Hard choices will have to be 
made. That does not involve 
comparators. 

In the end, staffing is going 
to be a key issue. Labour costs 
make up more than 50 per cent 
of the budget – significant sav-
ings will come only with cuts 
here. There’s no need to be 
draconian, but wage and hir-
ing freezes as well as attrition 
are likely to be required to get 
spending back in line.

Governments of all stripes 
have been guilty of unneces-
sary bloating, taking on more 
and more functions without 
thought for the long-term 
implications. There is also a 
tendency to forego reviews of 
programs and spending to see if 
each item is still needed – once 
instituted, they become en-
trenched and part of each year’s 
baseline. 

The argument is made that 
the public has come to expect 
the level of service now offered, 
plus, of course, whatever new 
addition is contemplated, 
which will become next year’s 
status quo. Certainly the public 
can sometimes be unrealistic: 
we can’t have both more pro-
gram spending and lower taxes.

More and more, however, 
we’re seeing higher costs – i.e. 
taxes – without any commen-
surate increases in the level or 
quality of service. At best, we’re 
paying more for more of the 
same.

Councillors will have to be 
on the lookout for bureaucrat 
tactics to derail the public 
good. When wage freezes and 
rollbacks are discussed, staff’s 
default assumption is that ser-
vices will be cut, rather than 
doing away with unneeded 

managerial positions. Front line 
services are what residents are 
overtaxed to pay. Bureaucratic 
bloat is what management en-
courages to make its life easier 
and to pad the payroll. When it 
comes to choosing between the 
two, councillors have an easy 
decision.

The idea is to identify the 
most essential of services of-
fered to residents, then to begin 
trimming away at everything 
else.

As with governments of all 
stripes, program bloat and 
internal entitlements become 
entrenched. In budget delibera-
tions, there is a rationale for ev-
ery spending request. Taken in 
isolation, each may make sense, 
but it’s the role of elected offi-
cials to see the big picture, and 
to nip in the bud empire-build-
ing and incremental growth.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

F ive years ago some-
body posted pho-
tographs on the 

internet showing a man 
who looked a lot like Vlad-
imir Putin in photographs 
from 1920 and 1941. In both 
shots he was in military 
uniform, defending the 
interests of the Russian 
people then as he still does 
today.

But how can this be? 
He wasn’t even born until 
1952. So the wave of faux 
speculation starts that 
Putin is an immortal hero 
who returns at intervals 
to save Russia. Or maybe 
just that he’s an immortal 
vampire. At any rate, he’ll 
be around forever. It was 
nonsense then, and it’s 
nonsense now.

Last week the Russian 
president announced a 

Putin the immortal? 
Probably not

wave of constitutional 
reforms, and the vast ma-
jority of foreign observers, 
especially in the West, 
immediately jumped to 
the conclusion that Putin 
is changing the system so 
that he can stay in power 
forever.

Twenty years in power 
(his current term as pres-
ident expires in 2024) is 
not enough for Putin, the 
foreign pundits insist. He 
can’t risk leaving power, 
they explain, or Russians 

With the GRT buses parked due to the strike, there's little in the way of feeding from the feeder system.

“On this trajectory, the pace is now set for Indigenous 
people to comprise 33% of the total federal inmate 
population in the next three years. [N]o government 
of any stripe has managed to reverse the trend of 
Indigenous over-representation in Canadian jails 
and prisons. The Indigenization of Canada's prison 
population is nothing short of a national travesty.” 

Correctional Investigator of Canada Ivan Zinger 
notes that Indigenous people make up 5% of the 
population, but 30% of the prison inmates

Severe weather across Canada continues to 
highlight the financial costs of climate change to 
insurers and taxpayers. In 2019, floods, rain, snow 
and windstorms damaged homes, vehicles and 
commercial properties. Insured damage for these 
severe weather events reached $1.3 billion last year. 

Insurance Bureau of Canada
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Ongoing privacy woes continue to threaten democracy

R eports about growing 
threats to our privacy, 
democracy and very free-

dom are common. So too is the 
lack of response from govern-
ment, which does little to pro-
tect the public from predatory 
companies exploiting people – as 
purveyors of the police state, 
governments are only too happy 
to employ the same practices.

Last month’s report from the 
Privacy Commissioner of Canada 
is a case in point.

Daniel Therrien’s annual re-
port noted these are challenging 
times for privacy. 

“We have a crisis of trust. Poll-
ing tells us that 90 per cent of 
Canadians are very concerned 
about their inability to protect 
their privacy. Only 38 per cent 
of Canadians believe businesses 
respect their privacy rights. Only 
55 per cent of Canadians believe 
government respects their pri-
vacy,” he says, noting some 30 
million Canadians have suffered 
a data breach in the past year.

He called for a  reformed 
private-sector privacy law that 
would put an end to self-regu-
lation, meaning in part that it 
should no longer be drafted as an 
industry code of conduct. And 
while consent is important, it is 
unfair and not always effective 
to place much of the burden of 
privacy protection on the shoul-
ders of individual consumers. It 
is the role of government and of 
independent regulators to pro-
tect citizens and restore balance 
in their relationship with organi-
zations.

“Canadians want to enjoy the 
benefits of digital technologies, 
but they want to do it safely. 
Legislation should recognize and 
protect their freedom to live and 
develop independently as per-
sons, away from the watchful eye 
and unconscious influence of a 
surveillance state or commercial 
enterprises, while still participat-
ing voluntarily and safely in the 
day-to-day activities of a modern 
society.”

Canada has done little to con-
strain the inherent evil of Face-
book and its ilk, for instance. 
In fact, it’s been complicit in 
stealing your privacy and failing 
to protect you and your family 
from exploitation by both inter-

nal security (the Orwellian spy 
agencies) and corporate inter-
ests. The U.S., of course, is far 
worse, where there are no adults, 
no sanity and little in the way of 
functional government to pro-
tect children from mass shoot-
ers, let alone reel in the social 
media companies. 

We are, of course, well-advised 
to fear governments taking away 
our privacy. The government 
has removing your rights as its 
primary goal. But they’re not 
the only ones putting us at risk: 
we’re often our own worst ene-
mies.

With sites like Facebook, we’re 
laying ourselves bare to the 
world.

Facebook, like many Internet 
sites, exist to harvest informa-
tion, sell it to advertisers and 
target you with personalized 
ads. Tracking is the norm, as 
is collecting as many details as 
possible of what each of us does 
online. There’s nothing neutral 
about most of it: this is not just 
a sociology study, though, of 
course, it’s that too.

Leaving aside the issue of why 

exactly people feel compelled to 
post the up-to-the-second minu-
tia of their lives, there’s a danger 
of what you post being used 
against you. 

That’s an obvious peril, 
brought about by, well, stupidity. 

In the bigger picture, the In-
ternet’s increasing presence in 
our lives means we have to set up 
rules that prevents abuse of tech-
nology that can track our every 
movement online. The market-
ing purposes behind much of 
what’s done today is a poor rea-
son to allow it. The prospect of 
far more sinister motives means 
action is needed in short order.

Coupled with the undermining 
of privacy – embraced by govern-
ments not the least bit eager to 
protect their citizens – the sorry 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

state of affairs brought on my 
social media companies should 
leave no one upset if they all sud-
denly went away tomorrow. Such 
would be a reason to rejoice, in 
fact.

There’s very little social about 
such sites, at least in the conven-
tional human sense of the word. 
The occasional use is one thing 
– though the sites, along with the 
ubiquitous Google, are mining 
data, joined by the likes of the 
NSA – but there are many peo-
ple, many of them young, who 
spend too much time and think 
too little of the consequences. 

More than just too much in-
formation, poor judgment and 
bullying, such time spent online 
has societal implications. Hack-
ing, fake Twitter and Facebook 
accounts, online bots and a host 
of other technologies are increas-
ingly part of an arsenal to sway 
public opinion on a massive 
scale, all based on psychological 
research being done by the same 
people investing in technology 
companies and the likes of right-
wing websites such as Breitbart.

Such companies are develop-

ing increasingly sophisticated 
tools for gathering up large 
swathes of online data – the 
things you post and like on Face-
book, for instance – in order to 
both predict your behaviour and 
to sway it. This goes beyond tar-
geted advertising, which is itself 
somewhat problematic.

Facebook founder Mark Zuck-
erberg argues today’s young 
users don’t have the privacy 
concerns of past generations – 
putting your information out 
there and being tracked is the 
norm. He’s fine with tracking 
users, and he assumes everyone 
else is, too.

Aside from the issue of being 
treated solely as date points 
for advertising purposes, you 
should be concerned about what 
Internet sites do with your infor-
mation. Beyond potential em-
barrassment and employment 
troubles – the result of posting 
your bar-hopping escapades for 
all to see – access to your person-
al details is a fraudster’s dream 
in two words: identity theft.

“For good and bad, data-driv-
en technologies are a disruptive 
force. They open the door for in-
novation and economic growth, 
but they have been shown to 
be harmful to rights, including 
privacy and democracy,” says 
Therrien.

“Canadians want to enjoy the 
benefits of digital technologies, 
but they want to do it safely. 
It is the role of government to 
give Canadians the assurance 
that legislation will protect their 
rights.

“Given that privacy is a funda-
mental human right and a neces-
sary precondition to the exercise 
of other fundamental rights such 
as freedom and equality, the 
starting point should be to give 
privacy laws a rights-based foun-
dation.”

Tougher government regu-
lations, ideally outlawing the 
collection and storage of person-
al information for such trivial 
reasons, is what’s needed. Gov-
ernments, however, have no re-
gard for the public good, and are 
among the worst offenders.

For now, we’re on our own. 
And if you don’t look after your 
privacy, you can be sure some-
one else is glad you didn’t.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

would start asking where 
his vast illicit wealth came 
from. And then the pun-
dits spin off into lengthy 
tirades about how he is Evil 
Incarnate, even comparing 
him to Stalin.

Joseph Stalin, who ruled 
the old Soviet Union from 
1924 until his death in 1953, 
was a mass murderer with-
out a conscience. Nobody 
was safe from his paranoia: 
he even killed most of the 
other heroes of the Bol-
shevik Revolution. He was 
probably responsible for 

the deaths of ten million 
Russians.

And Vladimir Putin? 
Here’s Simon Tisdall, col-
umnist and former foreign 
editor of The Guardian: 
“Like Stalin, (Putin) has 
made many enemies and 
caused untold misery ... 
cronyism and corruption 
on a vast scale ... military 
aggression and disruption 
abroad. ... Again like Stalin, 
retirement is not a safe 
option for the ex-KGB spy 
who normalized assassina-
tion as a modern-day tool 
of state policy.”

Where to start? Perhaps 
with the obvious point that 
Stalin killed tens of thou-
sands for every death that 
can be attributed to Putin. 
Moreover, corruption in 
Putin’s Russia is far less 
than it was in the 1990s un-
der the first post-Commu-
nist president, the West-
ern-backed Boris Yeltsin, a 
drunken puppet who made 
ordinary Russians cringe.

‘Military aggression and 
disruption abroad’? Guilty 
as charged, in the illegal 
restoration of Crimea to 

�DYER:  Putin is an autocrat, but he's certainly not Stalin
FROM 6

■ Supporting 
effort to change 
our priorities

To the Editor,
Re: Woolwich’s climate 

action plan – changing pri-
orities.

I am writing in support 
of increased budget alloca-
tion for the proposed cli-
mate action plan – chang-
ing priorities discussed 
by Woolwich council last 
week. 

Firstly, I congratulate 
staff on the theme of 
“changing priorities.” We in 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Woolwich need to reduce 
our emissions.  

Secondly, it seems prac-
tical that specific monies 
be dedicated to managing 
our carbon budget, to 
meet the suggested goal of 
reducing our 1100+ tCO2e 
emissions by 20 per cent 
by 2030.  

Thirdly, I want council to 
know that I am willing to 
pay $5-$10 more in proper-
ty taxes each year to help 
reduce our emissions.

Councils cannot take 
assertive action on new 
priorities without knowing 
they have community sup-

port. By the same token, 
municipal councils are 
responsible for control or 
influence more than 50 per 
cent of all emissions.  

If you are like me, watch-
ing Australia and connect-
ing the dots, I invite Wool-
wich folks to call, email, 
or write to Mayor Shantz 
and all our councillors, to 
let them  know that you 
support spending money 
and prioritizing staff effort 
to lower our emissions. A 
handful of letters won’t do 
it.  It will take 100. 

Sandra Bray, Elmira DYER | 20
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/scores

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

The EDSS junior boys’ basketball team were edged 
57-53 by Waterloo-Oxford Jan. 16, with Jamie 
Crawford putting up 15 points and Max Laverty 9. 
The senior boys, meanwhile, went into OT with their 
district high school rivals, falling 78-41. Cole Slade and 
Connor Cortes each had 9 for the Lancers.

That same day, the junior girls’ volleyball team from 
EDSS were winners over their WODSS counterparts, 
emerging with a 3-2 win (24-26, 25-12, 15-25, 15-11 ). It 
was the same result with the senior girls (25-13, 25-13, 
22-25, 24-26, 15-4).

COURT IN SESSION A BETTER VERDICT

We are excited to have Nimmy with us again as part of our SOS team! 
Give us a call to see how pelvic physiotherapy can help you!

SOS Elmira is happy to announce that 
pelvic floor physiotherapy is back in Elmira. 

WELCOME BACK 
NIMMY!

What can Pelvic PT help with?
� INCONTINENCE 
� PELVIC PAIN
� POST SURGICAL PAIN OR WEAKNESS
� PRE/POST PARTUM
� PELVIC PAIN

Pelvic Physio can be beneficial
to both men and women

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East
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Over the past week or 
so, I’ve been dream-
ing of spring and 

open water, and tying pike 
flies.

If there is a problem with 
pike flies, it is their size. 
Some of the ones I tie are 
close to a foot long. This 
is only an issue because it 
forces your angling bud-
dies to comment that the 
flies you are tying are big-
ger than the fish you catch.

You can tell a lot about 
how optimistic an angler is 
by the size of the pike flies 
they tie.

Pike flies are an exercise 
in futility. When I was 
young and new to fly tying 
all we did was tie a bunch 
of white buck tail on a 

Taking a closer look at pike flies then and now
hook that had silver tinsel 
wrapped around its shank. 
It wasn’t pretty but  we 
caught fish.

These flies had the add-
ed benefit of not having too 
much time or material into 
them. This was important 
because their lifecycle 
went something like this:

Phase one: young, ide-
alistic and naive, and I’m 
talking about the flies 
here, they set forth into 
the watery world delib-
erately looking for a fish 
that possesses up to 700 
razor-sharp teeth and a 
dire need for orthodontic 
treatment. Phase two: they 
eventually found the fish, 
provided they avoided 
losing the fly to trees, un-

derwater stumps or friends  
that moved into the way or 
your cast – or did not have 
the common decency to 
move out of the way when 
you tried a different deliv-
ery route. Phase three: they 
hooked a pike and a fight 
ensued. Phase four: they 
landed the pike and either 
put it on a stringer for din-
ner or released it. Either 
way, the fish survived lon-
ger than the pike fly did.

Then, a new generation 
of talented fly tiers went 
and ruined everything. 
They started tying flies that 
were wonderful impres-
sionistic imitations of the 
food pike eat, which were 
complex to tie and filled 
with expensive and varied 
materials. 

The lifecycle of those flies 
went something like this.

Phase one: young, ide-
alistic and naive, and I’m 
talking about the flies 
here, they set forth into 
the watery world delib-
erately looking for a fish 
that possesses up to 700 
razor-sharp teeth and a 
dire need for orthodontic 
treatment. Phase two: they 
eventually found the fish, 

provided they avoided 
losing the fly to trees, un-
derwater stumps or friends  
that moved into the way or 
your cast – or did not have 
the common decency to 
move out of the way when 
you tried a different deliv-
ery route. Phase three: they 
hooked a pike and a fight 
ensued. Phase four: they 
landed the pike and either 
put it on a stringer for din-
ner or released it. Either 
way, the fish survived lon-
ger than the pike fly did.

Yes, the lifecycle of the fly 
was essentially the same. 

So why use these big 
complex flies, you ask?

Well, if I am to be honest, 
it is because they catch 
more pike than the old 

white bucktails we grew up 
using, and generally bigger 
pike too. But, more impor-
tantly, they looked better in 
the fly box and in the water.

That is to say, when you 
step into a boat or fish with 
a bunch of well-tied mod-
ern pike flies, you into the 
right head space. 

And you wouldn’t feel 
too bad if a trophy-sized 
pike rearranged one of your 
flies into something that 
looked more like a regurgi-
tated rat,  though it’s a little 
more painful when this is 
done by a mediocre fish.

So you make your mod-
ern pike flies as bulletproof 
as possible – and then use 
the white bucktails when 
no one is looking.

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT OUTDOORSMAN 

Having had Stratford's number this season, the Elmira Sugar Kings were surprised to find themselves losing 4-1 Sunday at the WMC. [COLIN MERLIHAN]

Loss to Stratford was also the first in six meetings so far this season; Elmira on the road for a pair this weekend

Sugar Kings lose for the first time in 2020
BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

A couple of streaks came 
to an end Sunday as the 
Elmira Sugar Kings played 
their lone game of the week: 
the four wins to start 2020 
didn’t reach five, and the 
team lost for the first time 
this season to the Stratford 
Warriors.

The latter was a surpris-
ing turn of events for the 
Kings, who had won the 
previous five encounters 
since the season started in 
September.

“I don’t really have a log-
ical explanation. We were 
just flat and couldn’t get 
anything going,” said head 
coach Rob Collins. “I think 
it was a combination of our 
attention to detail being 
poor and Stratford’s being 
really, really good. It was 
kind of a one-off for us this 
year we haven’t experienced 
a game like that this year.”

He added that a recent 
trip the Junior B team took 
to New York may have 
thrown the players’ game 
off. 

“We took the guys down 
to Cornell University to ex-
perience a Division 1 hockey 
game down in the U.S. and 
see some of their facilities, 

maybe open their eyes to 
some opportunities that 
might arise from hockey,” 
said Collins. “I don’t know if 
it was a lapse from that.”

Despite the loss, the Kings 
(29-7-0-4) remain in first 
place in the Greater Ontario 
Junior Hockey League’s 
Midwestern Conference. 

Trailing seven points be-
hind in second place are the 
Kitchener Dutchmen (25-9-
2-3), while third is held by 
the Cambridge Redhawks 
(24-11-1-3).

“We’re in first, but still 
need to get better. If you get 
complacent that’s when you 
get caught,” said Collins. 
“The level of hockey is only 
going to get better especial-
ly in the playoffs ... in order 
to achieve any sort of goal 
we’ve set for ourselves, we 
need to improve and we 
realize that.”

During Sunday’s game, 
Stratford got on the board 
first late in the frame at 
18:22, giving Elmira no 
chance to respond before 
intermission. Things stayed 
relatively quiet after that, 
with just a handful of penal-
ties and no scoring whatso-
ever in the second frame.

The final frame saw the 
most action; the Warriors 

KINGS | 17



LOCAL SPORTS  | 09THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2020 |  THE OBSERVER 

Follow KW Titans

#wearetitans #TURNITUP #ITSOURTIME

Canada’s Professional Basketball 
League in Waterloo Region.

THE AUD   //   400 EAST AVE., KITCHENER

JOIN US FOR A FUN FAMILY PRO BASKETBALL IN KW!

Purchase tickets at kwtitans.com

VS

VS

game
dateS JANUARY 30, 2020  //   TIP-OFF AT 7PM

JANUARY 23, 2020  //   TIP-OFF AT 7PM

T H E  S C O R E

WOOLWICH
WILDCATS
Atom: LL2

Jan 14 vs Centre Wellington #2

HOME: 8 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Aiden Basler (3), 
Matt Wilkie, Braun Draper, 
Austin Thompson, Cooper 
Jones, Logan Goodfellow

ASSISTS: Braun Draper (3), 
Maddox Medeiros, Noah 
Gibson

Shutouts: Ronan Doherty

Atom: LL2

Jan 18 vs Centre Wellington #4

HOME: 7 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Edwin Martin (3), 
Noah Gibson, Cooper 
Jones, Austin Thompson, 
Aiden Basler

ASSISTS: Cooper Jones (3), 
Austin Thompson, Dexter 
Mannhardt, Aiden Basler

Atom: Minor Atom A

Jan 19 vs Orangeville Flyers

HOME: 7 VISITOR: 8
GOALS: Cody Paquet (2), 
Ethan Straus (2), Kitson 
Bakker (2), Nathan Seller

ASSISTS: Carter Crane (3), 
Carson Kellough (2), Jack 
Wood, Madden Habermehl, 
Owen Porter, Jackson 
Gillies

Atom: Major Atom A

Jan 19 vs Centre Wellington 
Fusion

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Jordan Martin, 
Mason Gear, Colton Brito

Atom: Select

Jan 19 vs Halton Hills 
Thunder

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Ryder Bauman, 
Tyler Bauman (2), Braun 
Draper

ASSISTS: Braun Draper, 
Nolan Cruickshank (2), 
Drew Snyder (2)

Shutouts: Tim Callaghan

Atom: Major Atom A

Jan 17 vs Brampton 45s

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Colton Brito, Josh 
Wraight, Matthew Kochut

ASSISTS: Grant Rintoul, 
William Krubally, Mason 
Gear, Cruz Balog

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Jan 18 vs Owen Sound

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Gavin Neabel (2), 
Evan Woods

ASSISTS: Carson Staken (2), 
Karsten Smith (2), Hunter 
Bender, Riley Dettweiler

Shutouts: n/a

PeeWee: Peewee AE

Jan 09 vs Caledon

HOME: 9 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Owen Weppler 
(4), Gavin Sager (2), Austin 
Roth, Haiden Wagner, 
Connor Goebel

ASSISTS: Haiden Wagner 
(2), Wes Aitken (2), Brooks 
Lehtonen (2), Drew Snyder 
(2), Gavin Sager, Nate Dyck, 
Connor Goebel, Graydon 
Martin

PeeWee: Peewee AE

Jan 11 vs Milton

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Owen Weppler (2), 
Connor Goebel, Patrick 

McCarthy

ASSISTS: Wes Aitken, 
Graydon Martin, Bryson 
Rozema, Spencer Miller, 
Gavin Sager, Drew Snyder

Bantam: Major A

Jan 08 vs Flamborough-
Dundas

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Ryan Brubacher, 
Jacob Potter, Teagan 
Cadeau (2)

ASSISTS: Parker Alles, 
Drew Birmingham, Ryan 
Brubacher (2), Jordan 
Chang, Teagan Cadeau

Shutouts: Ian Darroch

Bantam: Major A

Jan 04 vs Flamborough-
Dundas

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Ryan Brubacher 

(2), Jordan Chang, Keenan 
Martin, Ethan Martin, 
Teagan Cadeau

ASSISTS: Ethan Bickerton, 
Parker Alles (2), Ryan 
Brubacher, Jacob Potter, 
Joey Martin, Cade Beacom, 
Tucker Armstrong, Teagan 
Cadeau

Bantam: Minor Bantam A

Jan 17 vs Oakville

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Eric Kane (2), Jamie 
Ferretti (2), Seth Shantz

ASSISTS: Mitch Walker 
(2), Keegan Martin, Isaac 
Lopers, Josh Carson, Josh 
Uhrig

Bantam: Minor Bantam A

Jan 20 vs Oakville

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Eric Kane, Josh 

The Woolwich Wild Midget BB team won the gold medal last weekend at the Cambridge Roadrunners 
New Years' Challenge Cup after battling it out in double OT and a shootout in the finals. First row: 
Krista Bentley, Raegan Cressman. Second row: Jenna Munro, Maddy Goss, Alana Bauman, Shae-Lynn 
Martin, Haylee Clemmer, Blythe Bender, Sydney Dettweiler. Third row: trainer Bonnie Higgins, assis-
tant coach Jeff McMahon, Abby Burkholder, Avery Bender, head coach Jody Moser, Kara Dietrich, 
Leah LeCourtois, Cassidy Moser, Delaney Keen, Claire Higgins, Delaney Douglas, assistant coach Rod 
Bauman, assistant coach Bob Clemmer, missing trainer Sharon Keen. [SUBMITTED]

TAKING THE GOLD IN CAMBRIDGE

Uhrig

ASSISTS: Jackson Bowman, 
Josh Uhrig

Midget: Select

Jan 15 vs Dundas Blues

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Donovan Shantz

ASSISTS: Lucas Radler, Nate 
Taylor

WOOLWICH WILD
Atom: A

Jan 11 vs St Thomas 
Panthers

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Emma McCoubrey 
(2), Maya Slot, Sophia 
Metzger

ASSISTS: Addison 
Birmingham

Atom: A

Jan 12 vs Waterloo Ravens

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Emma McCoubrey 
(2), Ellie Clemmer, Leah 
Thompson, Katelyn Snider

ASSISTS: Maya Slot (2), 
Katelyn Snider

Shutouts: Elle English

PeeWee: LL

Jan 18 vs Waterloo Ravens #2

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Addison Bettke, 
Addison Slot, Sofia Fitch

ASSISTS: Brooklyn Pope, 
Cayleigh McQuinn, Addison 
Bettke

Atom: LL

Jan 17 vs Toronto Leaside 
Wildcats Black

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Addison Searth

ASSISTS: Macey Robbins

Shutouts: Ryan Turcott

Atom: LL

Jan 17 vs Woolwich Wild

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Madison Gofton, 
Tatiana Kocan

ASSISTS: Eden Ropp, Alison 
Moyer

Shutouts: Ryan Turcott

Atom: LL

Jan 18 vs Central York 
Panthers Black

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Madison Klaehn (2), 
Addison Searth

ASSISTS: Maria Martin

Shutouts: Ryan Turcott

Midget: Midget BB

Jan 17 vs Central York

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Abby Burkholder, 

Cassidy Moser, Haylee 
Clemmer (3), Delaney Keen

ASSISTS: Kara Dietrich (3), 
Haylee Clemmer, Maddy 
Goss

Shutouts: n/a

Midget: Midget BB

Jan 17 vs Lindsay

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Alana Bauman

ASSISTS: Shae-Lynn Martin, 
Jenna Munro

Shutouts: n/a

Midget: Midget BB

Jan 18 vs Sudbury

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Delaney Keen, 
Shae-Lynn Martin, Sydney 
Dettweiler, Abby Burkholder

ASSISTS: Leah LeCourtois, 
Claire Higgins, Jenna Munro 
(2), Blythe Bender, Haylee 
Clemmer

Shutouts: Krista Bentley

Midget: Midget BB

Jan 18 vs Central York

HOME: 3 (semis) VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Haylee Clemmer, 
Kara Dietrich, Leah 
LeCourtois

ASSISTS: Jenna Munro, 
Sydney Dettweiler, Haylee 
Clemmer, Claire Higgins, 
Alana Bauman

Shutouts: Raegan Cressman

Midget: Midget BB

Jan 19 vs Lindsay

HOME: 2 (shoot out) 
VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Haylee Clemmer, 
Cassidy Moser

Shutouts: Krista Bentley

After a victory in Paris, Wellesley’s streak ends versus New Hamburg before bounce back against Burford
Jacks post first loss of 2020, but post wins on either side

BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

A four-game winning 
streak to start the new 
year having come to an 
end Saturday, the Welles-
ley Applejacks rebounded 
Tuesday night to post a 
6-1 win over the Burford 
Bulldogs.

Over the weekend, the 
Jacks beat Paris 3-2 on 
Friday night before drop-
ping a 4-1 decision the 
following day to the New 
Hamburg Firebirds.

Having taken two of 

three, Wellesley remains 
in second place in the 
Provincial Junior Hockey 
League’s South Doherty 
Division standings with 
53 points (24-6-1-4), three 
points behind the divi-
sion-leading Tavistock 
Braves.

The game against the 
Mounties in Wellesley 
January 17 was a close 
one. Paris drew first blood 
almost instantly, just 19 
seconds in. Wellesley 
was quick to retaliate 
however, with Daniel 
McCutcheon potting one 

at 2:31. James Ranson 
picked up the assist. Paris 
maintained their lead by 
the end of the first frame, 
scoring a final goal at 
16:22.

This put the pressure 
on the Applejacks in the 
second stanza, but they 
clearly didn’t let it get 
to them. Steven DeGroot 
tied the game 20 seconds 
in, with assists going to 
Justin McCombs and 
Shaun Pickering. Brendan 
Baker (Matt Caskanette, 
Connor Bradley) potted 
one more for good mea-

sure at 7:18, gaining a lead 
that the Applejacks would 
never relinquish.

There was some back-
and-forth penalties, with 
both teams serving eight 
minutes on four sepa-
rate infractions. But this 
did little to change the 
results: when the final 
buzzer sounded, it was 
a 3-2 win for the Apple-
jacks. However, Paris had 
the shot count advantage: 
36 compared to Welles-
ley’s 31. 

Saturday’s game in New 
Hamburg is where it all 

fell apart for Wellesley. 
The Firebirds opened the 
scoring, and it was still 
1-0 heading into the first 
intermission.

Again in the second, the 
sole goal came off a Fire-
bird stick, this time on a 
power play.

The Jacks finally found 
their footing in the third, 
if only for a brief moment. 
Bradley (Caskanette) pot-
ted the lone Applejacks 
goal of the game at 9:50, 
with Caskanette picking 
up the assist. New Ham-
burg responded at 11:18 on 

a power play. 
Down 3-1, Welles-

ley pulled their goalie, 
Kailem Chappelle, in 
the dying minutes of the 
frame. But the strategy 
backfired on them, mak-
ing the empty net easy 
pickings for a Firebird 
player, who scored just 
one second afterwards. 
When it was all said and 
done, the scoreboard read 
4-1 for New Hamburg.

The shot count was 
much more reflective of 
a close game, New Ham-

JACKS | 17
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Township of Centre Wellington raked in $680,728 
this week thanks to third-quarter (October-December) 
non-tax gaming revenue payment from the Ontario 
Lottery and Gaming Corporation for hosting Elements 
Casino Grand River. Centre Wellington has received 
more than $33 million to fill its co�ers since the facility 
first opened in 2003. 

As labour unrest in the education sector continues, 
the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario gave 
notice this week that Waterloo Region is among the 
targets for rotating strikes. The required five-day no-
tice period started with Wednesday’s announcement, 
with the union pointing out it had been 34 days since 
the province last held a bargaining session.

SLOTTING IN PROFITS  MORE STRIKE ACTION

I t’s never been hard 
to convince rural On-
tarians of the value 

of investing in capital 
infrastructure. They un-
derstand the need for the 
likes of dependable roads, 
highways and bridges – 
they use them daily. If this 
infrastructure is ailing or 
broken, they’re sunk. 

However, some urban 
politicians find the topic of 
rural infrastructure a real 
snoozer. They’re reluctant 
to support a capital invest-
ment that is unlikely to 

LABOUR FORCE

New Workforce Planning Board survey reveals a number of problematic 
trends for employers, particularly in rural areas 

Job vacancies become harder 
to fill in the townships

Broadband and bridges, all in the same breath

ROBERTS | 14

grab at least a few urban 
headlines ... that is, until 
they drive to their cottages, 
or go camping, or follow 
a food route to a farmers’ 
market. Then, they get it. 

Rural Ontario supports 
urban Ontario in dozens of 
ways, and infrastructure is 
vital for that support. True, 
it’s not all one way: the 
same roads, bridges and 
highways that let urban 
Ontario get in also help ru-
ral Ontario get out, to jobs 
and leisure for example 
most easily found in urban 

parts of the province, at 
least right now.

But a key here is that 
efficient and effective 
infrastructure also helps 
rural Ontario get food to its 
urban counterparts. Noth-
ing makes the investment 

more worthwhile.    
Food production on 

modern farms increasingly 
requires technology. There 
are fewer farmers, fewer 
labourers and higher de-
mands on the shrinking 
farm population. All the 
while, the urban popula-
tion grows. 

That’s why it’s great 
to see the province men-
tioning rural broadband 
in the same breath as 
transit, roads, schools and 
hospitals, and investing 
in it. Rural Ontario has 

long campaigned to have 
better broadband service. 
It knows that without it, 
farmers have a hand tied 
behind their backs, and 
new business – let alone 
new residents – will be 
reluctant to invest and set 
down roots in rural On-
tario.

Likewise, it’s encour-
aging to see the province 
and Ottawa committed to 
working together to invest 
more than $140 billion in 
infrastructure through 
this new decade of ours. 

On Monday, Premier Doug 
Ford trumpeted that sup-
port and cooperation when 
he spoke to the annual 
meeting of the Rural Ontar-
io Municipal Association.

“Every part of our prov-
ince … should have the 
opportunity to share in our 
prosperity,” he said. “We 
need to ensure everyone, 
no matter where they live 
in Ontario, has access to a 
good job, the opportunity 
to start their own business, 
start a family, and the 

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

It’s becoming increasingly 
tough for employers to 
find the right candidates to 
fill vacancies, particularly 
in local and rural areas, 
says a new report from the 
Workforce Planning Board 
of Waterloo Wellington 
Dufferin.

In the organization’s 
2019 EmployerOne Survey, 
92 per cent of Woolwich 
Township respondents 
said that they had difficul-
ty hiring over the past 12 
months.

In Wellesley Township, 
86 per cent reported the 
same trend.

Those numbers are 
higher than overall find-
ings in the three counties, 
where 65 per cent of the 
542 employers surveyed 
had trouble filling posi-
tions, up from 59 per cent 
in 2017. The small sample 
size – 13 in Woolwich, sev-
en in Wellesley – may have 
skewed the local numbers, 
but reflect the trend.

“Many of our rural em-
ployers are having issues 
finding people ... I think 
that’s because people ar-
en’t aware of the opportu-

nities that exist in rural,” 
said Charlene Hofbauer, 
executive director of the 
Workforce Planning Board.

“For example, there’s 
an engineering job in 
Puslinch; someone had 
problems finding engi-
neers. I don’t think that 
people are 100 per cent 
aware of those opportu-
nities, so they shift to the 
cities because they believe 
that’s where the jobs are, 
instead of looking a little 
bit in their backyard.”

General labour, careers 
related to meat processing, 
and supervisory roles in 
manufacturing were par-
ticular problem areas for 
employers in Woolwich 
and Wellesley. 

Across the Waterloo Wel-
lington Dufferin catchment 
area, which encompasses 
all communities of Water-
loo Region, Wellington and 
Dufferin counties, there 
were specific sectors that 
struggled to hire. Manu-
facturing, accommodation 
and food services reported 
the greatest difficulty, with 
80 per cent of 126 respon-
dents noting an issue.

“Take manufacturing for 
instance ... people don’t 
think there are opportu-

nities there. They don’t 
understand how the op-
portunities would work for 
them, so they don’t apply,” 
said Hofbauer.

“And those are well-pay-
ing jobs, whether it’s the 
floor, supervisor, or man-
ager. So I think that’s one 
piece, that communication 
needs to get out better, of 
where these jobs are. And 
that they’re good jobs, and 
jobs where you can grow.”

Other hard-to-fill posi-
tions included adminis-
tration and support, waste 
management and reme-
diation services (78 per 
cent of nine respondents), 
construction (76 per cent, 
59 respondents), and trans-
portation and warehousing 
(75 per cent, 12 respon-
dents).

“I think it comes down 
to that there aren’t a lot of 
applicants. That was the 
number one reason why 
people had such a hard 
time filling positions,” said 
Hofbauer.

“It used to be for some 
positions ... you would put 
out an ad, and get 200 ap-
plicants. And there are still 
positions like that ... but I 
think some of the things 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CONTACT:
Your Neighbourhood Catholic Elementary
School or the Waterloo Catholic District School Board

Ask About Our French Immersion Programs in
Kitchener • Waterloo • Cambridge

WCDSB.CA   •   519-578-3660

REGISTRATION IN
YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

WELCOME NEW
KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS
CHILDREN BORN IN 2016 ARE ELIGIBLE FOR YEAR 1 KINDERGARTEN AND

CHILDREN BORN IN 2015 ARE ELIGIBLE FOR YEAR 2 KINDERGARTEN

emenementarytary

I am groundwater and 
I’m worth protecting.

I’m your drinking water. 
What you put on the ground can be harmful to me. 

Limit the use of salt and ice melter:

Help keep salt out of groundwater. Learn how at  
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/groundwater

Add traction when 
needed with sand

Shovel or plow 
the snow �rst

Break up ice with a 
steel ice chopper

that employers are looking 
for now, people haven’t 
been going into those 
fields.”

The survey also mea-
sured the barriers that em-
ployers faced:  not enough 
applicants (54%) was the 
most commonly cited 
reason, followed by lack 
of qualifications (48%), 
lack of motivation/atti-
tude (44%), lack of work 
experience (39%) and lack 
of technical skills (36%). 
Employers had the option 
to select more than one 
reason.

Employers stated that 
they were looking for ap-
plicants who had work eth-
ic and dedication (60%), 
technical skills (41%), self 
motivated (38%), team-
work abilities and inter-

personal skills (32%) and 
communication (25%).

“Most employers were 
looking locally ... and most 
employers went through 
word of mouth. They’re 
telling their employees, 
and hoping that their em-
ployees would tell their 
friends,” said Hofbauer, 
of the methods used by 
employers when they're 
looking to hire.

Some 96 per cent of re-
spondents recruit locally. 
Other methods used in-
cluded online job boards/
postings (77%), social 
media (42%), company’s 
own internet site (41%) 
and on-site recruitment 
at schools, colleges, or 
universities (23%). In rural 
areas, online job boards 
were a popular method for 
hiring purposes.

The Workforce Planning 
Board is currently taking 
input for its 2020 Employ-

 �HELP WANTED: A lack of applicants is the number-one barrier employers face, the most recent survey finds
FROM 10

erOne Survey, which will 
give the organization in-
sight into hiring challeng-

es and specific workforce 
needs. The 2020 survey 
will provide a snapshot of 

the 2019 hiring year and 
can be found at www.work-
forceplanningboard.com.



RURAL
CONNECT

We're in the heart of agriculture 
science and innovation in Canada.
Make a connection to producers, 
scientists and entrepreneurs.
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The federal and provincial governments have 
committed more than $221,000 to support 135 
projects to strengthen the health of managed honey 
bees and Ontario's beekeeping sector. The projects 
will help beekeepers make improvements to better 
manage pests, diseases and other stressors and 
grow their bee-related business. Factoring in project 
funding coming from the businesses themselves, this 
represents a joint investment of more than $602,000 
in the sector.

Carm Hamilton, P.Ag. (Ontario) and Kim McConnell, 
C.M. (Alberta) have been named as honourary mem-
bers of 4-H Canada. The membership is a distinction 
bestowed upon individuals whose dedication and 
passionate contributions have advanced the 4-H 
movement in Canada. Both will be honoured Feb. 10 
at the 4-H Canada Leadership Awards at the National 
Arts Center in Ottawa.

KEEPING BEES 4-H HONOURS

SPECIALIZING IN:
• FERTILIZER (Agricultural & Commercial)
• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845
80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291

Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com
Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440

www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

Tim Hortons has made a few blunders as it strayed away from coffee and donuts. [STOCK IMAGE]

A poorly-chosen menu and questionable marketing led to a leadership shakeup. Although innovating, successive failures cast doubt

Tim Hortons’ deepening identity crisis
Tim Hortons has had what 
is likely one of the strang-
est years in its history. 
Most of the iconic chain’s 
decisions in recent months 
have been inexplicable. 
Canadians have been left 
scratching their heads.

Take the Beyond Meat 
burger as an example. Tim 
Hortons took this well-pro-
moted plant-based item 
off its menu in September 
2019, only two months after 
introducing it at most of its 
4,800 locations across the 
country. The burger is now 
only sold at Tim’s in Ontar-
io and B.C.

Proteins are not even 
Tim Hortons’ strategic fo-
cus, so customers had to be 
confused as to why Beyond 
Meat was such a focal point 
over the summer.

Tim Hortons is about 
coffee, donuts, muffins, 
bagels and the odd soup or 
sandwich. Unlike Popey-
es Louisiana Kitchen or 
Burger King, other chains 
owned by Tim’s parent 
company Restaurant 
Brands International (RBI), 
Tim Hortons is not about 
proteins.

Given Burger King’s 
partnership with Impossi-
ble Foods, one of Beyond 
Meat’s chief rivals, RBI 
clearly had its portfolio of 
chains in mind and not the 
welfare of the Tim’s brand 
equity. It was a big mistake.

Then RBI announced in 
December that Alex Mace-
do, Tim Hortons CEO, was 
leaving. For a CEO with a 
reported net worth of about 
$26 million and an annual 
salary of $14 million, his 
departure was strangely 
discreet. The announce-
ment was made during the 

holiday season, when most 
of the continent was at a 
standstill.

Macedo, 41, was North 
American head of Burger 
King for several years be-
fore becoming CEO of Tim 
Hortons three years ago. 
So he’s been part of the RBI 
family for some time. As 
a Brazilian, he has tried to 
disconnect himself from 
3G Capital’s reputation of 
being cost-obsessed, but to 
no avail (3G Capital is one of 
RBI’s main shareholders).

But it was awkward that 
the announcement said 
Macedo would remain 
available for the transition. 
Macedo has had a rocky 
tenure as CEO and leaves 
a chain reeling financially, 
trying to figure out how to 
grow organically and main-
tain its market dominance 
in Canada.

And then came Tim-

bits cereal. Tim Hortons 
launched the breakfast 
cereal a few days ago, in 
partnership with cereal 
giant Post.

Synergies between the 
food service and retail sec-
tors are becoming more ap-
parent. Increasingly, food 
service brands like Swiss 
Chalet, St. Hubert and 
others attempt to increase 
their exposure in retailing. 
So it wasn’t surprising to 
see Tim Hortons trying to 
do the same thing, moving 
beyond coffee.

But introducing a sug-
ar-filled cereal with an 
array of artificial flavors 
makes little sense when 
consumers are increasingly 
conscious of their health. 
The Dream Donuts line, 
out of Tim Hortons’ bou-
tique Innovation Café in 
Toronto, also extended the 
chain’s line of unhealthy 

products, although reviews 
overall have been positive.

And let’s be honest – ex-
tending its donut menu 
made much more sense 
than the Beyond Meat 
move last July.

Finally, Tim Hortons’ 
attempt to capitalize on 
“Megxit” backfired spec-
tacularly. Hearing that 
Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle could be moving 
to Canada, Tim Hortons 
opted to offer the Duke and 
Duchess of Sussex free cof-
fee for life through social 
media.

Within minutes, the 
chain was accused of un-
dermining its low-paid 
employees and people who 
suffer from food insecuri-
ty. Offering free coffee to 
two people who could buy 
several Tim Hortons stores 
was not a stroke of market-
ing genius.

And, of course, who can 
forget the much-despised 
new coffee cup lids, which 
apparently took two years 
to develop.

Over the last few years, 
it seems Tim Hortons has 
deliberately tried to make 
itself the easiest of targets 
for criticism. Many com-
pany decisions made little 
strategic sense and have 
confused the brand identi-
ty, at least in Canada.

Innovation through 
trial and error speeds up 
change. But successive fail-
ures will create doubters.

Overseas, however, Tim 
Hortons is getting more 
traction than ever. After 
opening its first store in 
China in February 2019, 
it now has over 20 stores 
in the country and plans 
to open 1,500 stores there 
within 10 years.

But as Tim Hortons 

grows its global footprint, 
mishaps have undermined 
the brand.

Tim Hortons is clearly 
experiencing an identity 
crisis, which is likely why 
some changes at the top 
were warranted. Their mar-
keting and product devel-
opment groups are simply 
out of touch with reality.

RBI is apparently still 
trying to figure how Tim 
Hortons can fit with its 
other mammoth chains 
like Burger King and 
Popeyes, and how it can 
generate managerial syner-
gies among them all. While 
total and same-store sales 
are up for both Burger King 
and Popeyes, they have 
been sluggish at Tim’s for 
the last 12 months.

Perhaps RBI will con-
clude that Tim Hortons is a 
unique brand and the store 
experience is critical to its 
success.

The launch of the Tim’s 
loyalty program was likely 
the chain’s best move this 
past year, even if it was 
long overdue.

Despite its blunders 
made at the expense of 
franchisees and customers, 
Tim Hortons enjoys one of 
Canada’s most influential 
private monopolies. The 
chain serves eight of every 
10 cups of coffee consumed 
outside the home in Cana-
da. In food service, this is 
simply unprecedented.

The pressure to maintain 
such market dominance is 
extraordinary and may be 
underestimated by many 
Canadians.

Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior direc-
tor of the agri-food analytics lab and 
a professor in food distribution and 
policy at Dalhousie University
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Let’s talk 
Oats& Barley opportunities

for genes that fit your farm.®

Let’s talk 
Oats& Barley opportunities

for genes that fit your farm.®

Including a cereal in your rotation is important. 
Consider a food grade oat or barley contract
for your 2019 crop year.  

Including a cereal in your rotation is important. 
Consider a food grade oat or barley contract
for your 2019 crop year. 

519-664-3701

Contact us today:
craig@cribit.com
julia@cribit.com

519-664-3701

Contact us today:
craig@cribit.com
julia@cribit.com

For more information visit:
https://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts

For more information visit:
https://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts

Genes that fit your farm® is a registered trademark of SeCan.

 

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-323235 Howard Ave.  Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

63 Union St., Elmira 
www.rytechmachine.ca

New funding will support Ontario 
meat processors to continue to 
deliver safe, high-quality products

New food safety rules now in force

Ontario meat processors 
will receive $220,000 from 
the federal and provincial 
governments in support of 
25 projects at provincially 
licensed abattoir business-
es in Ontario.

Issued under the Cana-
dian Agricultural Partner-
ship, the funding is said to 
strengthen food safety in 
this part of the province’s 
agri-food sector. This cost-
share funding is in addi-
tion to funding to support 
28 other projects complet-
ed at abattoirs in 2019, for 
a total investment of more 
than $530,000.  

The funding initiatives, 
when combined with 
contributions from the 
abattoir businesses, will 
collectively result in ap-
proximately $1.7 million 
in investments to further 
improve food safety in On-
tario, the province said in 
a release.

Each project is eligible 
for up to 50 per cent cost-
share, with eligible abat-
toirs receiving a maximum 
of $20,000. 

As of last week, new re-
quirements of the Safe 
Food for Canadians Regu-
lations (SFCR) came into 
force for most businesses 
in the fresh fruits or veg-
etables (FFV) sector that 
import, export or engage 
in interprovincial trade.

The SFCR make Cana-
da's food system even safer 
by focussing on prevention 
and allowing for faster 
removal of unsafe food 
from the marketplace, the 
Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency (CFIA) said in a 
release.

Under the new provi-
sions for FFV, most busi-
nesses are required to 
maintain:

• Preventive controls 
that address food safety 
hazards such as micro-
biological contamina-
tion to food and that 
help to prevent contam-
inated and non-compli-
ant food from entering 
the marketplace; 

• Written preventive 
control plans that doc-
ument the risks to food 
and how these risks are 
being controlled; and, 

• Traceability documen-
tation that track the 
movement of food one 
step forward and one 

“The success of our 
meat processing business-
es relies on the strength of 
our food safety systems,” 
said Marie-Claude Bibeau, 
federal Minister of Agri-
culture and Agri-Food. 
“Supporting projects like 
these not only strength-
ens Ontario’s capacity to 
produce safe, high-quality 
food products, it increases 
the overall competitive-
ness of the sector while 
creating good middle-class 
jobs.” 

“We’re committed to 
working with our meat 
processing businesses to 
further strengthen the 
high quality of their prod-
ucts and expand market 
opportunities for them,” 
said Ernie Hardeman, 
Ontario minister of Agri-
culture, Food and Rural 
Affairs. “Investing in proj-
ects like these, which pro-
vide consumers with even 
more confidence about the 
safety of foods produced 
in Ontario, will support 
employment in this key 
sector and further boost 

step back in the supply 
chain.

New requirements for 
lot code labelling of con-
sumer-prepackaged fresh 
fruits or vegetables that 
are not packaged at the 
retail level are also now 
in force. However, busi-
nesses will have until Jan. 
15, 2021 to use up existing 
packaging.

The Canadian Food In-
spection Agency website 
(www.inspection.gc.ca) 
provides SFCR resources 
tailored specifically for 
FFV businesses.

Under the new rules, 
FFV importers who cur-
rently require a Safe Food 
for Canadians (SFC) li-
cence and do not have one 

its competitiveness.”
The investments add to 

several initiatives Ontario 
has undertaken to support 
growth in the province’s 
meat sector this year, in-
cluding the recent launch 
of a meat industry engage-
ment panel.

There  are 123 provin-
cially inspected meat 
processing operations in 
Ontario. The 25 food safety 
enhancement projects at 
abattoirs were approved 
following an intake period 
last summer.

The Ontario Ministry 
of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) 
delivers cost-share fund-
ing under the Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership to 
food processors and other 
businesses, including an-
imal health, commercial-
ization and primary agri-
food businesses.

The Ontario agri-food 
sector supports some 
837,000 jobs and con-
tributes more than $47.5 
billion each year to the 
province’s economy.

may experience delays or 
rejection of their shipment 
at the border, and may be 
subject to other enforce-
ment actions.

Most businesses that 
import or prepare FFV for 
export or interprovincial 
trade were required to 
have an SFC licence as of 
Jan. 15, 2019. 

Generally, for the pur-
poses of the SFCR, fresh 
fruits or vegetables are 
considered to be “any fresh 
plant or any fresh edible 
fungus, or any part of such 
a plant or fungus, that 
is a food.” This includes 
any fresh herbs, fruits, 
vegetables, mushrooms 
or sprouts, either wild or 
cultivated.

SUPPORT FOR THE SECTOR FRUITS AND VEGGIES
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HOURS: 
MON-WED 9:30-5:30
THURS-FRI 9:30-7:00

SAT 9:30-5:00
1 Union St., Elmira

THE SHOPS AT ROXTON www.elmiragiftoutlet.com
519-669-3072

50%
OFF

MON-WED 519-669-3072519-669-3072
Limited Selection • Cannot be combined with other offers

SELECT WINTER
CLOTHING &

ACCESSORIES
STARTS JANUARY 23

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

chance to build a better life 
for themselves and a better 
future for Ontario.”

And those opportunities 
require infrastructure.

The premier also an-
nounced a new intake 
round for a rural economic 
development program to 
support economic growth, 
attract more jobs, and cre-
ate more opportunities in 
communities throughout 
rural Ontario. It’s another 
one of those initiatives 
that won’t make headlines 
itself, but the results of it 

will – through this fund, 
the province covers up to 
half of the cost for eligible 
projects that help remove 
barriers to job creation and 
attract investment and 
skilled workers that will 
allow regions to grow.

And finally, the fund also 
covers up to 30 per cent of 
the costs for eligible minor 
capital projects to spur eco-
nomic growth. The premier 
specifically citied restoring 
museums and heritage sites, 
setting up community hubs 
and streetscaping as exam-
ples of projects that could be 

supported. Maybe open for 
business also means more 
open for culture than origi-
nally thought.

The premier credited Ag-
riculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs’ Minister Ernie Har-
deman for his role in this 
initiative … a nod perhaps 
to the growing recognition 
of the intrinsic connection 
between agricultural and 
rural matters.

So hang in there, rural 
Ontario. If this all works 
out, there are better days 
ahead, at least when it 
comes to infrastructure.

� ROBERTS: Province to invest more funds in rural 
economic development projects, other growth options

FROM 10
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-residential

 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

Specialized transit service for Woolwich, 
Wellesley & Wilmot Townships

Vehicle Cleaning
Team Member

This position will be part of a Vehicle
Cleaning Team for the transit. It is a

part-time evening/weekend position in
Elmira that requires skill in manoeuvering
transit buses (will train). Position involves

interior and exterior cleaning of buses in our
large vehicle bay, with an average of 10 to 15

hours a week depending on the season. 
Excellent remuneration.

Please forward resume to email or address noted 
below by Friday, January 31, 2020.

Only applicants selected for an 
interview will be contacted. 

KIWANIS TRANSIT
13 Industrial Dr. Unit #C Elmira, ON  N3B 2S1

Email: jobs@k-transit.com

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

Custom Maple
Syrup Boiling

John M. Martin 
7224 BLIND LINE

RR 4, Elmira N3B 2Z3

Or buy your sap • Write or contact me

FARM SERVICES

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS 
CONTINUE 
PAGE 17

HELP WANTED

AUCTION

AUCTION

Restaurant, Construction/Shop Equipment
LIVE AUCTION

Sat Jan 25th 9:30am

BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX
5100 FOUNTAIN ST, North, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

to be held at

No Buyer’s Premium!!!
CHECK WEBSITE for Up to Date Lists & Pictures!

The BOAT HOUSE Restaurant Plus Vintage
ATM* i-MAC *Shelving* Gas Fryer

Gas Range & Conv Oven * S/S Hood
Gas Charbroiler & Griddle * Pizza Oven

Slicer * Ice Maker* Cold Prep Table
Cutlery & Dishes* Tables & Chairs*
Large Alum Pots & Pans * Signage

1/2 Cedar Canoe * Dog Sled * Wood Crates
Nascar & Racing Jackets

Massey 4wd Compact Diesel Tractor

15hp Compressor * HD Wood Chipper
2 - Asphalt Heaters * Skids of NEW lights
Power Tools * Nailers * F /P Paint Cabinets

Hand Tool Kits * Mitre Saws * Battery Chargers
8hp Snowblowers * Sno-Ex Sanders

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

M . R .  J u t z i  &  C o
VIEWING: Friday Jan 24th, 2020, 1 to 4 pm

TERMS: $500 Deposit on Major Items, or as announced

Division 658347 Ontario Inc.

D ATE:  S a t .  Fe b . 1 , @  1 0 : 0 0  a m
LOC ATION:  5 4 6 1 , H w y  86 , 1  k m  n o r t h  o f  G u e l p h  Au t o  Ma l l
P REV IEW :  J a n .  31 , 1 : 0 0 -4 : 0 0  p m  a n d  s a l e  d a y  9: 0 0  a m

FU RNITU RE /  ANTIQ U ES :  9  p c O ak  Dining 
Suite(nice) An�que Singer Sewing Machine Dresser  
Mirror ak ockers Sofa Tables ld ccasional hairs (cane 
seats) are Wicker Baby Buggy with Authen�city ert. ariety of 
Arm hairs  Ergonomic ce hairs G Solid herry Storage 

abinet (5.5’ x3’W) Po�ery Pieces by local ar�sts(Barnim  
’ oung)  ariety f ccasional ollec�bles  Framed Pu le  

Pictures ew EDE P E Elect Portable eater An�que x 
okes, Whipple Trees, Lawn Darts  Snowshoes.

TOOLS , EQ U IP MENT &  MIS C :  hain Saw, ld Pioneer 
600  ome Lite Saws  5-1 2hp Gas Motor( ew) ariety f 

ordless Drills Ba�ery hargers  20gal ampbel ausfield Air 
Pig(new)  Lots of ew  sed Wrench Sets(all si es) Lincoln 225 
Portable Welder 30’ Aluminum Extension Ladder  arious Si e 
Bench ises ne 6  D Bench ise Tool Boxes 21pc  Square 
Drive Socket Set( ew)  and Sprayers ew 2-1  P D andy 
Toughtest  outer Garden Tools P 21  Power Assist Gas 
Lawnmower ob Mate 3gal ompressor( ew)  igh Pressure 

leaner  ew 3300LbFloor ack uan�ty of old Licence Plates  
Approx. 20 0f 8  Turf Tires on Wheels  15000 BT  Window A  
Lots quality Tools and Items not men�oned.

V EH IC LES  /  S NOW MOB ILE:
 2003 Dodge Dakota Pickup Truck, 2WD, Ext. ab, c w Box 

over, ew Brakes, uns good, Selling As Is.
 200  onda ivic, 1.8Ltr, 5 Speed, 281,000 M, uns good, 
Selling As Is.

 2005 Arc�c at F7 EFI, ew studs, sliders, shocks and ebuilt 
lutch, all done in 2018 and serviced at at Dealer. o everse, 
W 2020 Trail Pass and Accessories.

Te r m s :  10  buyer’s premium. ash and or Debit. heque 
with proper ID. Any announcements day of sale take prece-
dence over ads. Auc�oneer, Auc�on company or proprietors not 
responsible for accidents, in ury, damage or loss of property on 
sale day.

K u r t z  Au c t i o n s  In c .
ES TATE AU C TION S ALE

K u r t z  Au c t i o n s  In c .  /  Au c t i o n e e r :  
B r i a n  S  K u r t  ( 5 1 9) 836 -0 34 2  |   Em a i l :  b r i a n @ k u r t z a u c t i o n s i n c . c o m  

S e e  w w w . k u r t z a u c t i o n s i n c . c a  a n d  h t t p s : / / f a c e b o o k . c o m / b r i -
a n . k u r t z 395 0  f o r  p h o t o s  a n d  u p d a t e  o n  n e w  i t e m s .   

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

  
Fitter Welder
(minimum 3 years experience)
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.)

 

 

Mig Welder
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.) 
Are you capable of: 
• Layout of plate and sheet metal from       
   blueprints 
• Able to work with minimum supervision 
• High quality workmanship 
• Regular and punctual attendance
• Working day shift or night shift

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

   

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their 

interest but only those considered 
will be contacted.

LOOKING FOR
LOCAL WORK? 
YOU’VE COME TO THE RIGHT PLACE.

HELP WANTED

HIGHLY MOTIVATED, 
MECHANICALLY MIND-
ed with profession people 
skills person needed for 
rewarding and challenging 
troubleshooting position 
in growing professional 
trade company. Willing to 
train but any electrical/
mechanical repair expe-
rience an asset. Wage 
according to abilities and 
performance. Perfor-
mance incentives. Email 
resume to glpwds@gmail.
com or call 519-949-4083

NOW HIRING AT 
SCHNURR'S GROCERY 
or The Corner Store 
Linwood. 3 full days per 
week. Call 519 897 2600

PART-TIME HELP 
WANTED EXPERI-
enced farm helper need-
ed, to maintain small 
orchard, starting in April 
2020. Farm in Milton, 
one hour from Elmira. 
Paid each day in cash, 
$400.00 per day. 3 bed-
room house available. 
Telephone: 905-876-
2606, fax 905-819-8379. 

WE'RE A BUSY FAMILY 
ON A COUNTRY PROP-
erty near Heidelberg and 
need help around our 
home: House cleaning, 
laundry, ironing, chang-
ing linens, recycling, light 
gardening & outdoor 
work, and other misc. 
help. We're looking for 
someone who is reliable, 
experienced, attention 
to detail is key, and 
available on Mondays 
every week. If interest-
ed please provide the 
following: Salary Expec-
tations and Resume 
to: Caroline_Jones@
outlook.com or text  
519-580-8640.

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed bag. Sac-
rifice $195. Delivery avail-
able $35. 519-635-8737.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF 
GOOD HOME FURNISH-
ings, antiques, collect-
ibles, pottery, tools and 
miscellaneous items, to 
be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, 
for Jon Wine, Breslau, & 
additions, on Saturday, 
January 25th @ 9:30 a.m.  

Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451

SAT. JAN 25 AT 10:00 
AM - PROPERTY AUC-
tion of a cozy 4 bedroom 
brick bungalow with 
possible inlaw suite 
at 109 Schlueter St. 
Cambridge. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

SAT. JAN 25 AT 1:00 PM 
- AUCTION SALE OF 
Kitchen Kuttings Inc. of dis-
play units; drop leaf tables; 
super winch lift; lighting 
and much more at 2 Arthur 
St. S. in Elmira Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

MON FEB 3 AT 7:00 PM 
-ONLINE ONLY AUC-
tion closing of Military 
items; die cast toys; and 
much more. www.jant-
ziauctions.hibid.com. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 519 
656 3555

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call George 

Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20 & 40kg's, Ice melt 
comes in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.
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• from 598 metres to approximately 437 metres to the livestock barn; and

• from 611 metres to approximately 445 metres to the manure storage area.

The applicant received approval in December, Minor Variance A 24/2019, to expand the 
legal non-conforming use of the property to permit a 320 square metre addition subject 
to addressing MDS setbacks.

CONSENT APPLICATION B 1/2020 – Victor Daveikis, 18 and 20 Mill Street, Elmira

ZONE / USE: Residential Mixed High Density (R-5) / 18 Mill – dwelling conversion 
containing 2 units and a detached garage, 20 Mill – single detached dwelling and an 
accessory building

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting permission to sever the property to reflect the 
previous property boundaries as they existed prior to 2008.  Each property will have a lot 
frontage of approximately 16 metres and a lot area of approximately 650 square metres 
which conforms to the R-5 zoning regulations.  The parcels merged in 2008 during a 
land transaction.

CONSENT APPLICATIONS B 2/2020, B 3/2020 and B 4/2020 – 2587780 Ontario Inc.,  
383 Arthur Street South, Elmira

ZONE / USE: Service Industrial (M-5) / restaurant

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting permission to sever the lands located at 383 
Arthur Street South to create a vacant industrial lot.  To facilitate the proposal the 
applicant is requesting the following applications:

• B 2/2020 – to sever a parcel of land being approximately 3,212 square metres in 
area with approximately 33 metres frontage on Arthur Street South to create a new 
vacant industrial lot;

• B 3/2020 – to grant a blanket easement measuring approximately 7 metres wide 
by 94 metres depth in favour of the proposed severed lands for the purposes of 
access, parking and municipal services; and

• B 4/2020 – to grant a blanket easement measuring approximately 7 metres wide by 
94 metres depth in favour of the proposed retained lands for access and municipal 
services.

The proposed retained lands will be approximately 5,389 square metres in area with 
approximately 50 metres frontage on Arthur Street South.

CONSENT APPLICATION B 5/2020 – Brock and Kelly Anne Lasso, 11 Kraft Drive

ZONE / USE: Agricultural (A) / single detached dwelling and an accessory building

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting permission to sever the property to reflect the 
previous property boundaries as they existed prior to 1985.  Specifically, the proposal is to 
sever lands from 11 Kraft Drave and create a vacant residential lot being approximately 
38.1 by 91.4 metres, and 3,482 square metres in area.  The proposed retained lands, 
containing the existing dwelling and accessory building, will measure approximately 
39.6 by 91.4 metres, and 3,619 square metres in area.  Both the proposed retained and 
severed lands are zoned Agricultural (A).

NOTICE OF THE DECISION:  Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will 
be sent to owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who sign 
the register at the meeting.  If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee 
of Adjustment in respect to an application, you must submit a written request (to the 
Secretary-Treasurer – Nancy Thompson ext. 6040) or sign the register at the meeting.  
This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS:  Anyone in opposition to a 
decision may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.  The Tribunal 
may dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant did not make oral or 
written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment before a decision was given, or 
does not provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make a submission to 
the Committee.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 
NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to the Planning Act and
Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96

On February 10, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. the Committee will meet to consider the following 
applications.  All persons interested in the applications may attend and may contact 
Nancy Thompson regarding meeting details or visit the Township Webpage – Township 
Services – Mayor and Council – Agendas and Minutes and select the applicable meeting 
date.

The Committee will also consider submissions for or against the applications if 
submitted to the Township of Woolwich no later than 5:00 p.m. on February 4, 2020 
(Note that this date is before the meeting).  Submissions can be forwarded to Rajbir 
Sian at the address noted at the top of this page, by email rsian@woolwich.ca 
or by fax 519-669-4669.  Any submissions received will be included in a comment 
package and presented at the meeting.  Any submissions received will be included in 
a comment package and presented at the meeting.  This information is collected and 
maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public 
at the Committee of Adjustment hearing.  Please note that while the Committee may 
redact some personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers, your 
submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 1/2020 – John and Laurene Martin, 7733 Reid 
Woods Drive

ZONE / USE: Agricultural (A) / single detached dwelling, sawmill, buggy shed, drive 
shed and beef barn

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from Section 7.2.8 c) of the Zoning By-law 
to reduce the calculated Minimum Distance Separation to the dwelling at 7736 Reid 
Woods Drive as follows:

• from 140 metres to approximately 88 metres to the existing livestock barn;

• from 140 metres to approximately 90 metres to the existing manure storage area; and

• from 140 metres to approximately 115 metres to the new livestock barn addition,

to permit the construction of a 335 square metre livestock barn addition to the rear of 
the existing barn. The barn addition will facilitate an increase to the beef operation by 
100 head.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 2/2020 – Bryan Christman, 28 Glasgow Street 
North, Conestogo,

ZONE / USE: Settlement Residential (R-1) – single detached dwelling and detached 
garage

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from Section 6.10.2 d) to recognize a 
zero (0) metre building line setback to Glasgow Street North in order to permit the 
reconstruction of the front porch.  The applicant intends to remove the existing porch 
and reconstruct it in same location.  A portion of the existing front porch encroaches 
into the road allowance and will be addressed separately through an encroachment 
agreement.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 3/2020 – Trinity Bible Chapel, 1373 Lobsinger Line

ZONE / USE: Agricultural (A) with site specific provisions (Section 26.1.112) – church 
and accessory building

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from the calculated Minimum Distance 
Separation (MDS) between a proposed addition and the livestock operation at 1111 
Three Bridge Road as follows:
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this date is before the public meeting) will be included in a report prepared by Development Services 
and presented at the Public Meeting.  Any comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to 
Council making a decision on the applications, will also be considered.

The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the authority of 
the Planning Act and may form part of the public record which may be released to the public.  This 
information is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the 
general public at the Committee of the Whole and Council meetings.  Please note that while the 
Committee of the Whole and Council may redact some personal information such as email addresses 
and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.  Questions about 
this collection should be directed to the Records and Freedom of Information Officer at 519-669-1647 
or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.

Should you wish to be notified of future meetings and reports regarding this application, please:

• submit a written request, noting that you wish to be kept informed, to the Township of Woolwich, 
Development Services, 24 Church Street West, Box 158, Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z6, or

• email your request noting that you wish to be kept informed to planning@woolwich.ca ; or

• register your name and address on the signup sheet available at the Public Meeting.

SPEAKING AT THE PUBLIC MEETING
The public is invited to speak to this proposal as part of the public meeting. However, if you would like 
to speak at the February 11th public meeting, please register as a delegation in advance of the meeting 
by contacting the Township’s Clerk office, on or before 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, February 6th as follows:

• Contact Sarah Goldrup by phone 519-669-6004, 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6004, or by email at 
sgoldrup@woolwich.ca

• Or visit www.woolwich.ca/delegations for more information on speaking before Council and to 
register through the online delegation request form

Unregistered delegations will also be invited to speak at the February 11th meeting, but will be limited 
to five minutes. 

MORE INFORMATION
The public may view planning documents and background material relating to this application at 
the Township of Woolwich, Development Services Department between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm, Monday 
through Friday, or on the Township website at www.woolwich.ca

Questions or written submissions may be directed to:

Township of Woolwich, Development Services Department

Box 158, 24 Church Street West, Elmira, Ontario  N3B 2Z6

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 23rd day of January 2020.

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

Township Council Chambers 
24 Church Street West, Elmira

Take Notice that in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, the Township of 
Woolwich has received a complete application for the following proposed Zone Change application 
more specifically described below.  This notice will summarize the details of the application and 
includes a location map.  Please be advised that Notice of a Complete Application does not indicate 
whether the municipality is in support of, or in opposition to the proposal.  That determination will be 
made at a later date.

The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Sections 34 of the Planning Act, to consider 
the following Zone Change application.  No decisions will be made at this meeting; its purpose is to 
provide additional information to the public and agencies and to receive comments and information 
from them.

Zone Change Application 4/2020  Gordon W. Martin – 206 Sandy Hills Drive

The 31.5 hectare property is located at 206 Sandy Hills Drive and described 
as German Company Tract Part Lot 63 in the Township of Woolwich (see 
Map 1).  The property is designated Rural Land Use Area in the Township’s 
Official Plan and is zoned Agricultural (A) with site specific provisions 
permitting a mobile home as a Temporary Use until March 7, 2020.

The purpose of the application is to extend the Temporary Use By-law for 
an additional three-year period to allow the mobile home to remain on the 
property.  The mobile home is currently occupied by the applicant’s parents.

APPEAL RIGHTS
TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decision of 
the Township of Woolwich to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal but the person or public body does not 
make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich 
before the by-law is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision.

AND TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting, 
or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the by-law is passed, the person or 
public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Local Planning Appeal 
Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public 
body as a party.

NOTIFICATION
If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments about the proposed change 
in writing to the Township of Woolwich.  Any comments received on or before February 4, 2020 (Note that 

 � JACKS: A busy week as the PJHL 
regular season starts to wind down

scored again at 3:58, which 
may have seen some tem-
pers flare. Elmira got hit 
with an infraction shortly 
afterwards, which put 
them at a disadvantage. 
Stratford made sure to cap-
italize with a power play 
goal at 13:44 to make it 3-0.

With time winding down 
and looking for an offen-
sive spark, Elmira pulled 
their goalie, Greg Brassard, 
for an extra attacker. The 
move backfired, with the 
visitors taking advantage 
of the empty net at 17:59. 
Elmira returned Brassard 
to the net, but the damage 
was done at that point, 
wrapping up the match 
as a 4-0 loss for the Sugar 
Kings.

“We’re not going to get 
too worked up over it,” said 

 � KINGS: Kings look to get back on 
track with a pair of weekend games

FROM 08 FROM 09

burg having a slight edge 
35-34. 

The loss was something 
of a shock, as the Jacks 
had yet to lose to the Fire-
birds this season.

There was no time for 
much reflection, however, 
as the Applejacks were 
back in action Tuesday 
night. 

Austin Cousineau (Koby 
Seiling) put the visiting 
Jacks up 1-0 less than 
three minutes in. Burford 
got the equalizer at 7:14, 
but that was it for them 
the rest of the way. When 
Cousineau scored again 
at 12:30, assisted by Gi-
anfranco Commisso and 
DeGroot, before the inter-
mission, that would prove 
to be the winning goal.

In the second, the visi-

Collins. “Obviously we’re 
going to use the infor-
mation we’ve been given 
through that kind of effort 
in playing to learn from 
it. We hope to get better 
starting with [Tuesday’s] 
practice.”

The Sugar Kings will be 
hitting the road for their 
next several games; on 
Friday, they’re in Listowel 
to take on the Cyclones at 
7:30 p.m., then take on the 
Siskins in Waterloo on Sun-
day, a 1:30 p.m. matinee.

“We’ve got two tough 
games on the road. We’re 
in Listowel ... they’re a 
very predictable but hard-
working team that plays 
us really, really close,” said 
Collins. “Then we have Wa-
terloo who we’ve lost three 
or four in a row to ... so 
we’ve got our hands full.”

tors got goals from Carson 
Wickie (McCutcheon, 
Zach Ribeiro), Ribeiro 
(Wickie, Keegan Saun-
ders) and Wickie again 
(Zachary Lyons, Ribeiro). 

Ranson rounded out 
the scoring in the third, 
with assists going to Com-
misso and Bradley. The 
final score was 6-1, with 
Wellesley doubling up on 
Burford’s shot total, 54-25

Down to five games 
in the regular season, 
Wellesley plays three of 
them in the next few days. 
The team is in Ayr tonight 
(Thursday) to take on the 
Centennials, then wel-
come the Woodstock Navy 
Vets on Saturday at 8 p.m. 
in Wellesley. They’re back 
on the road the following 
day, heading to Delhi to 
take on the Travellers. 

CLASSIFIEDS CONTINUED FROM 15

HORSES

WATERLOO COUNTY HORSE 
SALE AT OLEX, SAT. JAN. 25, 
at 10 a.m. To consign or more 
info call 519-595-3307.

TRADES & SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND RENO-
VATIONS. OVER 35 YEARS 
experience. Please call 519-496-
7539 or email ron.spncr@gmail.
com

COMING EVENTS

KARATE!!! SESSION 3 BEGINS 
FEB. 10TH AT SCHWEITZER'S 
MARTIAL ARTS. Self-defense, 
Self-discipline, Self-confidence. 
No experience needed. Beginners 
welcome! GROUP CLASSES FOR 
AGES 4 TO ADULT Taught by Ren-
shi Becky Schweitzer, 4th Degree 
Black Belt and World Karate 
Champion. Location at the Hei-
delberg Community Centre - 2915 

Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg. Our 
10 week session $90+HST. Call 
519-580-1418 or e-mail becky_
schweitzer@hotmail.com 

THE SHAREHOLDERS OF THE 
ELMIRA FARMERS' SHED WILL 
hold their Annual Meeting in the 
Farmer's Plus Board Room on Fri. 
Jan. 31, 2019 at 1:30 p.m.

DECLUTTER WITH CLASSIFIEDS

It's a
small
world...
And you 
can be rid
of it with a
little word ad.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

We Support Our Community

$25 donation
to Woolwich

Community Services
with equipment

purchase Call us for details

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!
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R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

BUSINESS FOR SALE
$99,900

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

www.thefreyteam.com
Contact us by email: mildred@thefreyteam.com

Len Frey
Sales Representative

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6368
O�ce 519-669-1544

Mildred Frey
Broker

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6970

Before You Sell or Buy, Call Frey. Call or email today.

NEW PRICE

FOR LEASE
5158 A & B Ament Line, Linwood 
$8.50 per sq. ft  MLS # 30775472 The 
building has a great store front with street 
parking.  A wide variety of uses in the core 
of downtown Linwood. Great open area 
with office overhead if needed or convert 
to retail. This unit is now vacant and can 
be viewed at any time. Call listing agent.

#7-112 Oriole Parkway, Elmira 
Scrubbles Laundromat including everything.  
Washers and dryers are in great condition.  
The laundromat is kept very clean. Has 
several heavy duty fresh co machines to 
clean hockey gear.  The dog grooming at 
rear leaves enough space to install take out 
dry cleaning.  Contact for more info.

LOT FOR SALE
568 Wissler Rd., Waterloo

$649,900.  MLS # 30774953 Lovely lot 
with mature trees in Colonial /Lexington 
area. Lot has been severed but has minor 
conditions to be fulfilled. The severance is 
approved with minor conditions to be 
met. Very desirable area.  Contact for 
more info.

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Listowel This all brick bungalow has a lot to offer! The recently updated kitchen has solid cherry 
cabinetry with granite counters including a breakfast bar. Attached to the kitchen is a cozy den, 
which can also be used as a dinette to create an eat in kitchen as well as a separate dining room for 
all of your guests to gather. Enjoy good sized bedrooms and bright newer windows on the main 
floor. The finished rec room has a gas fireplace as well as a wet bar creating the perfect space for 
gathering. Families will love the fully fenced back yard with a 20x10 deck and hot tub!  With loads 
of parking and nice finishes, this house just might be perfect for you! Book your showing today.
MLS 30784728 $389,000$389,000

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

 $2,250,000 | 3rd Concession (Lebanon) 
Farm 3rd Concession. Quality land only 15 months from organic certification. 
Farm is fully fenced.  2 Weather All outbuildings. 17 acres bush. Beautiful custom 
built home (ICF) construction, open concept. finished basement, 3+1 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths, Numerous features.  MLS  Call Dale Direct

$439,000  |  Drayton   
This large brick Grand home has many potential uses.. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
FOUR sunrooms, attached garage with a work room out back, high ceilings, 
natural woodwork, a key hole stained glass window and a huge lot with 
possibilities. A great family home, or B&B. MLS Call Dale Direct 

$996,000  |  Near Drayton   
I.3 acre beautifully landscaped Cape Cod home with a grannie flat/1bedroom 
apt. 3+1 bedrooms, 4 baths, 20 x 38 hobby shop, large garden shed pool, on a 
paved road. The rooms are spacious, great room w fp and soating ceiling, open 
concept kitchen and dining.  Totally finished basement. MLS Call Dale.

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

3 Bedroom, 2 Bathrooms, Detached Raised 
Bungalow, on a quiet Crescent in Elmira’s 
Birdland.  Main floor family room, separate 
Dining room, Large Master Bedroom with 
Ensuite, updated kitchen with Granite counter 
tops, finished Basement rec room with 
fireplace.   Double car Garage, with Private 
Double Wide driveway, and a  Large lot.    

ELMIRA - FOR RENT
$2,500 + U�li�es

Welcome to Southside Estates’ community 
of Milverton Meadow's. This Luxury, 1135 
square foot, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 
semi-detached home, features a gorgeous 
kitchen with granite counter tops, including 
a breakfast bar. A�ached garage, appliances 

are all included, (Fridge, Stove, Washer, Dryer and microwave). Premium quality 
vinyl Windows and exterior doors. All of this Located in quiet town with all 
ameni�es including high speed fiber-op�c internet availability. Some Interior 
op�ons s�ll available for you to add your own personal style . MLS # 30786180

$399,832    
3 Murray Court, Milverton    

It’s the quiet country life you’ve 
dreamed of, 15 minutes from KW.  
Over half an acre lot including an 
inground pool and lots of space for 
all your toys in the 3 car garage.  
This expansive home enjoys 
4bdrm and 4 baths and plenty of 
space for an inlaw suite.  

Melanie
Beisel

SALES REPRESENTATIVE519-590-0835 • mbeisel@royallepage.ca 

$839,900

NEW LISTING!

OPEN HOUSE | SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST

24 PM •  5080 AMENT LINE, LINWOOD     

TRAVEL ABROAD WITH THE OBSERVER

Names: Murray and Brenda Taylor

Location: Jasper to Vancouver

Reason for travel: Vacation. We rode on the Rocky Moun-
taineer train from Jasper to Vancouver and then from Van-
couver to Kamloops back to Jasper. We went with Murray's 
Uncle and Aunt. It was a "Celebration of Life" trip as Murray, 
his Uncle and his aunt medically should not be here now.

Date: 10/08/2019 – 10/15/2019

Interesting Facts: The Rocky Mountaineer began as a 
once weekly VIA Rail daytime service between Calgary, 
Jasper and Vancouver on June 9, 1988, called the 'Cana-
dian Rockies by Daylight.'. This service mirrored service 
as it is today, with an overnight stop in Kamloops. Trains 
departed Vancouver on Sundays, with trains to Jasper 
and Calgary (by way of Banff) departing Monday morning. 
These were express services, with no intermediate stops. 
Return service began westward on Thursdays from Cal-
gary and Japser, terminating on Friday in Vancouver. On 
June 4, 1989, VIA began its second season of the service, 
renamed the service the 'Rocky Mountaineer.' Schedul-
ing remained the same as the previous season. The final 
Summer Rocky Mountaineer under VIA branding departed 
Calgary and Jasper on October 12, 1989, and arrived in 
Vancouver on October 13. VIA Rail experienced massive 
reductions in scheduling in 1990, resulting in the South-
ern transcontinental service being terminated. Service on 
the Rocky Mountaineer continued through the winter of 
1990, being removed from schedules and marketing in 
May 1990.

After the sale of the branding in 1990, the current compa-
ny was founded by the Armstrong Group in 1990, and is 
based in Vancouver, British Columbia. It ran its first train 
on May 27, 1990. It is the busiest privately owned passen-
ger rail service in North America, having transported over 
one million passengers since 1990. [via Wikipedia]

 

Buying 
or selling?or selling?
Your #1 
source
for local
real estate.

FIND YOUR NEW HOME!
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Ellen Krahn’s 
70th Birthday Open House

Please drop by our Open House and join us 
in celebrating with Ellen and blessing her 

on her special day!

Sunday February 2, 2020 from 2 – 5pm
Emmanuel Evangelical Missionary Church

2 First Street, West  Elmira

Ellen has been a blessing in each of our lives.

Best wishes and favourite memories only please.

F A M I LY  A L B U M

BIRTHDAY

DEATH NOTICES

BROUGHTON, SHIRLEY  - Went home to be with 
the Lord peacefully on Friday, January 17, 2020 
at Derbecker's Heritage House, St. Jacobs at 
the age of 80 years.

GOOD, WILLARD MAURICE - Peacefully passed 
away on Wednesday, January 15, 2020 in St. 
Jacobs, in the home where he was born, at the 
age of 88.

GORING, ROY R. - Peacefully in his home in 
Wellesley surrounded by family on Friday, 
January 17, 2020 in his 90th year.

REIST, SALOME - Peacefully passed away at 
Derbecker's Heritage House, St. Jacobs on 
Wednesday, January 15, 2020, at the age of 96.

Russian control (though most people in 
Crimea welcomed it), and in backing an-
ti-government rebels in eastern Ukraine.

But there is a litany of Western invasions 
and military interventions (Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Libya, Serbia, Syria, Yemen) that 
didn’t meet the highest legal standards ei-
ther, and had equally messy outcomes. Nor 
do Western governments lag behind on the 
assassination front.

More importantly, Russia’s western bor-
der is a thousand kilometres east of where it 
was in 1914. It is a minimum of 300 km. east 
of where it was as recently as 1991. Putin 
has not challenged that new frontier once 
(with the partial exception of Ukraine) in 21 
years in office. You could have a much more 
frightening and disruptive person than Pu-
tin in the Kremlin.

The old KGB was a ruthless organization, 

but also a rational and realistic one. Putin is a 
man steeped in that tradition, not an adven-
turer or a fantasist, and we should probably 
be grateful for that. So what are the odds that 
he will still be running things after 2024?

He will be 72 years old in 2024: definitely 
time to start thinking about what happens 
after he’s gone. And I’m going to make a 
bold assumption here: that he is a Russian 
patriot.

Being Russian means that he fears disor-
der above all else: Russians sometimes call 
themselves “Italians of the North,” and they 
don’t mean it in a good way. So he wants a 
strong state, run with a firm hand, even af-
ter he has retired, which means that a clear 
and orderly succession is very important.

However, living on under somebody 
else’s firm hand is not an attractive pros-
pect for Putin. He may or may not have fab-
ulous sums of stolen money tucked away 

– the evidence for that is unclear – but you 
make a lot of enemies in a quarter-century 
in power, and they could hurt you badly 
after you have relinquished it.

So what Putin needs is a position that 
gives him the final constitutional say when 
big changes loom, but lets him withdraw 
from the daily exercise of power. Some-
thing like the chairmanship of a strength-
ened State Council that can overrule both 
president and prime minister when neces-
sary (but does so very rarely).

And lo! That appears to be exactly what 
he has in mind. The details of his proposed 
reforms are not yet clear, but a weaker 
president, a stronger prime minister, and a 
State Council presiding serenely from afar 
are all part of the package.

I’m not saying that’s what will actually 
happen, but I think it’s what he’d like to 
happen.

�DYER:  Like many politicians, Putin conflates self-interest with the public good
FROM 07

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Planning
a special
event?
Get the
word 
out!

FAMILY ALBUM ANNOUNCEMENTS!

The EDSS girls’ hockey team hosted SJAM at the WMC Jan. 15, a game that went into overtime but still ended with a 2-2 
tie. Scoring for the Lancers were Haylee Clemmer and Cassidy Moser.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

LANCERS TIED UP WITH SJAM
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Mennonite Central Committee hosts an unveiling 
Monday (Jan. 27) of the feature quilt for this year’s 
New Hamburg Relief Sale. “Fire Island Hosta Queen” 
by Louise Hamilton of Tillsonburg was created to mark 
the organization’s centennial in 2020. The first-ever 
unveiling ceremony is set for 10 a.m. on Jan. 27 at the 
MCC headquaters in Kitchener, 50 Kent Ave.

Music director laureate Edwin Outwater returns to the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony with Broadway star Ca-
pathia Jenkins for Growing Up Ella on January 31 and 
February 1 at 8 p.m. at Centre In The Square. Centered 
on the music of the legendary jazz singer Ella Fitzger-
ald, the concert features Outwater’s personal stories 
and memories of Fitzgerald from his childhood. His 
grandmother, Mary Jane Outwater, was the former 
personal manager to Fitzgerald for many years. 

kwsymphony.on.ca

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Did you know?
We have a waiting area at both our locations to suit 
everyone’s needs.

Relax and enjoy a coffee while you wait. If you choose 
rather to work while you wait we have free wifi and 
tablets available as well! It is a kid friendly area with 
colouring, snacks and treats.

 -Leroy’s Auto Care

QUILT UNVEILING MAKING IT PERSONAL

Response was strong as the Region of Waterloo Library rolled out a lessons in paint-
ing in Bob Ross’ signature style. [VERONICA REINER]

A cult favourite who’s become an internet sensation decades later, Bob Ross’ ideas live on at regional libraries 

Putting it on canvas like Bob did
BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Response was strong to the 
first-ever Bob Ross Paint 
Night at the Elmira branch 
library on January 11, leav-
ing organizers pleased with 
the turnout.

A certified Bob Ross 
instructor helped to guide 
participants in creating a 
landscape work that they 
could take home, with all 
paints and canvasses pro-
vided. Due to a small space, 
organizers could fit just 10 
participants, but spots were 
taken quickly.

"It turned out that pro-
motion was unnecessary; 
we had completely full 
registration," said Ellen 
Bleaney, adult program 
coordinator at the Region 
of Waterloo Library. "We 
had all 10 spots fill up... 
unfortunately we had two 
people cancel at the last 
minute, and we weren't able 
to get the next people on 
the waitlist. But there was a 
lot of interest in it, and the 
turnout was still pretty darn 
good."

The event was named af-
ter Bob Ross, an American 
painter, art instructor, and 
television host. He created 
an instructional television 
program called The Joy of 
Painting that aired on PBS 
from 1983 to 1994. Ross 
posthumously became an 
Internet celebrity  in the 
21st century, garnering fans 
on YouTube, Twitch, and 
many other websites for his 
talent and unique instruc-
tional style.

Today, those interested 
can become a certified Bob 
Ross instructor, where they 
can learn to paint, teach, 
and promote themselves in 

the spirit of the Joy of Paint-
ing. To become fully certi-
fied, instructors take three 
courses: CRI (Landscape), 
CRFI (Florals), and CRWI 
(Wildlife). Bleaney said that 
this theme was part of the 
event's popularity.

"Some people were just 
excited about Bob Ross be-
cause he's kind of trending 
right now," said Bleaney. 
"Some people talking said 
they were really excited to 
have a girls afternoon out 
with their adult friends, 
some people were really 
excited to do something 
creative, and some people 
were just grateful for the 
chance to do something 
without the kids."

The program was target-
ed at adults, as the library 
generally focuses art-based 
events towards kids. There 
has not been such a pro-
gram aimed at adults for 
some time. 

"In the past there have 
been watercolour sessions 
for seniors, but this was 
a different kind of event 
because we wanted to tar-

get a different audience 
– maybe draw in some 
folks that we haven't seen 
at the library before or just 
provide some different op-
portunities for people. We 
were trying to experiment a 
little bit, and it was a great 
response, I thought," said 
Kim Krueger-Kischak, su-
pervisor of programs and 
outreach.

 Attendees spent several 
hours painting an orange 
and lilac landscape scene 
using oil paints. When it 
was all said and done, par-
ticipants got to take their 
work home. Some opted 
to leave their work at the 
library, as the day's rainy 
weather made it difficult to 
safely bring their art back.

"We'll definitely do 
things like this. We might 
not do this exact event 
again, but I definitely 
want to explore more 
art and creativity 
programs targeted at 
adults," said Bleaney.

There are several other 
Bob Ross Paint Night events 
taking place across Water-

loo Region, with 
one scheduled for 

Ayr library today 
(January 23), and 

another at the New 
Hamburg library on 
February 7. Both run 
from 6-9 p.m.

PAINTING A PICTURE



22  | LIVING HERE THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2020

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are o�ered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

 
 
  

519.669.5105
 A A  A  

   A

www.mgmill.com

A A  A
  

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25

 � SPAGHETTI DINNER & SALAD BAR AT THE ELMIRA 
Legion. Two sittings, 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets can be 
purchase in advance at the Legion or call 519-669-2932. 
Adults $10, children 5-10 years $4, under 5 years $2.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8

 � MARYHILL KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS AND CWL 
Valentine Supper at Maryhill Heritage Park Community 
Centre. Doors open at 4:30 p.m. There are two seatings, 
5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Rolled ribs, ham, mashed potatoes etc., 
followed by co�ee tea and dessert. Tickets are $20 per 
adult and $12 for children 5-11 years old. 5 and under free. 
Advance tickets only. Mike Runstedler 519-648-3394, 
Doug Zinger 519-648-2939, Jackie Peacock 519-823-5194.

 � TRIVIA CHALLENGE PRESENTED BY WOOLWICH 
Community and Mosborough Busy Busy Lions. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. Prizes, cash bar, snacks. Advanced 
Registration only by Feb 4. 19 yrs or older. $20 per 
person/$160 team of eight. More info or register 
wclctrivia@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9

 � MOONLIGHT HIKE ON TRAILS IN THE SANDY HILLS 
Regional Forest, 6 p.m. Join members of the Woolwich 
Trails Group as we explore some of the many trails in the 
Sandy Hills Regional Forest after dark, for approximately 
one and a half hours. Come dressed for the conditions. 
Feel free to bring a small flashlight but hopefully we will 
not need them. Please RSVP nancy.stayzer@gmail.com if 
you are able to join us.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12

 � SENIORS' COMMUNITY DINING AT CALVARY UNITED 
Church, St. Jacobs. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us at noon for lunch, fellowship and entertainment. 
Call 519-664-1900 by noon Feb. 10 to sign up.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13

 � EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS, 10:30 A.M. AT WOODSIDE 
Church Elmira."Country Clem" Stand-Up Comedy and 
Music: Don Vair. Devotional Thoughts: Claude Martin. 
Suggested donation of $7 includes lunch.

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT BRESLAU COMMUNITY 
Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to join us 
at noon for a light lunch and fellowship, $7. Call 519-664-
1900 by noon Feb. 10 to sign up.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17

 � WOOLWICH GARDENERS PRESENTS JANET COX 
(John's Nursery) "Organic Landscaping and Gardening for 
the Birds + Bees + Me" at Trinity United Church, 7 p.m. 
Please bring in-door footwear. Non-members $5. Public 
welcome!

 � SNOWSHOEING ON THE GRAND VALLEY TRAIL AT 11 
a.m. (family day.) Join Lisa for a snowshoe hike on a section 
of the Grand Valley Trail. Meet at 550 Ebycrest Road. We 
will gather there and head north to the trailhead. Parking 
is suggested on the side of nearby Hopewell Creek Road. 
This hike should be about 1-1/2 hours. If weather does not 
permit snowshoes, we will plan to hike. This trail is single 
track, not gravel. It is not suitable for strollers. Children 
are welcome but should be able to hike trails with roots, 
hills and icy sections. There is no rain date for this hike. 
Please contact Lisa at 519-648-9675 to confirm meeting 
time and location.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT WELLESLEY COMMUNITY 
Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to join us 
at noon for a light lunch and fellowship, $7. Call 519-664-
1900 by noon Feb. 14 to sign up.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Jonathan Brubacher preaching

God Questions-
What Have
You Done?

I f I was to pop on a 
workout video and 
then proceed to sit 

on the couch and con-
sume a bag of chips while 
watching, then people 
would start to question my 
routine. Similarly, the up-
coming big game is more 
about the snacks than the 
athletics for most viewers 
– watching football has 
certainly given audiences 
license to munch.

The connection is so 
established, that  the price 
of chicken wings flies up 
every year between Sep-
tember and February.

When the kick off hap-
pens February 2 in Miami, 
this healthy version of an 
old standby will surely 
create a touchdown back 
home (see what I did 
there?)

Potato or spud-skins 
started making their way 
onto restaurant menus 
from the early ’70s. It was 
honestly created as a way 
to use up leftover baked 
potatoes, as chicken wings 
were a way to make money 
on what had previously 
been soup bones.

Spud-skins are of course 
typically deep fried and 
loaded up with bacon – 
there’s nothing wrong with 
that, but this healthier 
version is created with a 
fresh salsa.

“Salsa” means sauce 
in Spanish and has often 
been associated with pub 
snacks, however little do 
people realize how secretly 
healthy it is.

Salsa is jammed with vi-
tamin C, which also brings 
healing antioxidants.  It 
can help stabilize blood 
sugar, contribute to weight 
loss and even help with 
hydration, which cancels 
out some of your salty 
snacks – who knew sitting 
on the couch could be so  
good for you?

Adding a bit 
of healthy to Super 

Bowl snacking

CHEF'S TABLE

Sideline 
Spudskins with 
Homemade Salsa

6 Russet potatoes
1/2cup unsalted butter
1-1/2 cups shredded cheddar 
or Tex-Mex blend
6 Roma tomatoes seeded, 
diced
1 white onion diced
1 garlic clove minced
Juice of 2 limes
1 Tbsp. chipotle in adobo 
sauce
1/2 bunch fresh cilantro
1/2 bunch green onion
1 tub sour cream
 Salt, pepper

1. Scrub potatoes and bake 
until just soft.

2. Allow to cool slightly, cut in 
quarters and scoop out insides.

3. Place on baking sheet and 
brush with melted butter.

4. Bake in 400 F oven until 
slightly browned.

5. Combine salsa ingredients 
together and place scoop on 
top of each.

6. Top with shredded cheese 
and place bake in oven until 
bubbly.

7. Serve with sour cream.

Chef Bruce Du� is the operator of 
“Chef Du� at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just 
outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts 
private events, banquets, team 
building and cooking classes and also 
run breakfast and lunch in the café 
from Wed. – Sat; info@chefdu�.ca.

CHEF DUFF 
CHEF'S TABLE 
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OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

From a small bathroom refresh to a complete
custom home renovation, we do it all!

Call: 226•220•1196
www.martinandmousso.ca

BRAIN FOOD

Espionage can be really crappy work

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

Q.  Based on the most com-
prehensive inventory of 
North American birds ever 
done, their population 
is A. increasing slightly  
B. remaining steady  C. 
declining by millions  D. 
declining by billions.

A.  The answer is D (billions).  
“Since the 1970s, the conti-
nent has lost 3 billion birds, 
nearly 30% of the total, and 
even common birds such as 
sparrows and blackbirds are 
in decline,” reports Elizabeth 
Pennisi in “Science” mag-
azine.  U.S. and Canadian 
researchers studied 529 spe-
cies, 90% of the entire bird 
population, and found that 
most groups have declined, 
though ducks and geese have 
flourished, as have raptors 
since the 1972 ban on DDT.      
The birds’ habitats — grass-
lands, forests, shorelines, 
and others — have also 

declined; only wetlands have 
grown slightly.  Grassland 
birds such as meadowlarks 
and northern bobwhites 
are down by one-half, while 
shorebirds such as sander-
lings and plovers are down 
by one-third.

Probable causes include 
climate change, habitat loss 
and shifts in food webs, plus 
more subtle ones such as 
the use of a common pesti-
cide that even in low doses 
“made migratory sparrows 
lose weight and delay their 
migration, which hurt their 
chances of surviving and re-
producing.”  But the study’s 
lead author Ken Rosenberg 
says, as with the recovery 
of eagles and other raptors, 
once the cause of the decline 
is removed, “the birds come 
back like gangbusters.”

 Q.  How did toilet paper — 
or the lack thereof — prove 

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Have your "strange" 
questions answered by the 
brothers. Send STRANGE questions 
to sbtcolumn@gmail.com

pivotal to what was con-
sidered one of the most 
successful intelligence 
missions of the Cold War?

A.  At the end of World War 
II, when Germany was divid-
ed into West and East, “the 
allied forces were instructed 
not to share their toilet paper 
with their Russian counter-
parts,” says Dan Lewis in his 
book, “The Soviets Invaded 
Wisconsin?!”  The think-
ing was that the opposing 
military officials would end 
up wiping themselves with 
official documents that were 
sitting idly by.  Not being wa-
ter soluble, the documents 
also weren’t flushable, and 
when they were tossed into 
a garbage can, the Western 
spies sprang into action.

In their search, the agents 
found “secret documents 
(covered in unpleasant 
‘stuff,’ of course), detailing 

the covert operations of the 
Soviet military-industrial 
complex.”  And more.  When 
the agents found amputated 
limbs, they were ordered to 
dig further to determine the 
type of shrapnel the Soviets 
were using.

 Concludes Lewis, “Lucki-
ly, despite the gore and over-
all grossness of the mission, 
it was successful.”

 

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

ACROSS
1. Forebear interest
9. In addition
13. What the humans did to the 

world
16. Personal ecosystem
17. Cuts to and fro
18. All-inclusive god
19. What the humans covered 

nature with
21. Hobbit bane
22. Seething discomfort
23. To leak moisture
24. Half-DNA
25. Home to a pig
26. Lovely archer
29. Rekindles
32. Tabletop landform
35. Motivator, with RGY
36. In peace
37. Military bureaucrat

42. Table scraps
43. House, in the middle of the 

street
44. Iris perfume
45. Singularly, but not particular-

ly me
46. Loaf lifter
53. City sound
54. Presage
55. I __, I ___ so far away. I 

couldn't get away.
56. Drink, with bravado, from a  

jug
58. Sensibility, utilitarianism
62. Mix, Duct, Cello
63. She, and her domain are the 

same to a Viking
64. La "just do it" Boeuf
65. Dea Syria to the Romans
68. Wee whiskeys
72. Fresh Prince of which Aire?

73. Long time particularly
74. City sounds
78. Fire spinning art for one
79. Explosive devils to the Brits
80. What Trump is doing
84. On your last?
85. Lacquered metalware
86. Lotus eaters, propt on beds 

of this and moly
87. People of Benin, Nigeria
88. Snake trick with skin
89. Voice boxes

DOWN
1. Put your flowers here? How 

frightening.
2. First prime minister of India
3. This person will do this to 

you with out
4. Common response of the 

person who does

5. Airplane downer
6. Rhymes with "know", ironi-

cally
7. Ready for picking
8. Its motto is "Lux et veritas"
9. To fall, over a tea kettle
10. Soldier's commode
11. Lively, outgoing fashionable 

person
12. Extinct Italian language
13. After the fact
14. Sourly check for presence of 

bitumen
15. Enclose, medically
20. Lumped with Jun and Nov
27. Economic helper, notorious 

for attaching strings
28. Bend out of shape
30. Common Market letters
31. Flattens
33. Pick up with your ab
34. Massive hairdo
37. Add "L" or "N" and the per-

son may just
38. Glossy NZ honeyeater
39. Islands
40. Fishy fiver
41. Not actually the sacrifice
45. What the scaredy cat is
47. Hole tool
48. What disapproving lip-smack-

ers and teeth suckers do
49. Gorgon-decorated breast-

plate of Athena
50. "OW!"
51. Digital audio tape
52. Doesn'tmatter which
56. Freestanding abstract sculp-

ture
57. Diluted with down
58. Pyramidal visionary
59. Put back on agenda
60. Draft dodger and weaver
61. Roman god of the household
66. Adventurous tales
67. Female for short
69. Monkey seeing, doing
70. Con man card game
71. Deflating utterances
75. Russian peaks
76. Mia, here I go again, my my, 

how can I resist you?
77. You are a super
81. In tooth and claw
82. Essay, literally
83. Party when your pals bring 

their gaming rigs to yours
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VINYL BLOWOUT!
JANUARY 23-26 4 DAYS ONLY!
THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 10-59-6

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188 | M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

6MM THICK

.99¢
/SQ FT

3.99

RIGID CORE 
CLICK VINYL

100% WATERPROOF

$197
PER SQ FT

 REG 5.99

SPC MAPLE
CLICK VINYL

4.5MM THICK

$199
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

9” X 5’ LONG
CLICK VINYL

PAD ATTACHED

$237
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

LOOSE LAY
VINYL

5MM THICK

$287
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

VINYL

VINYL

VINYL

VINYL

VINYL

VINYL

LUXURY
 CLICK VINYL

100% WATERPROOF

$257
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

MDF PRIMED WHITE
BASEBOARDS

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT67/ LIN FT67

LAMINATE / HARDWOOD

STAIR 
TREADS

12” X 24”
CLICK 

VINYL TILE

.99¢
/SQ FT

3.99

$3599STARTING
FROM EACH

RIGID CORE
CLICK VINYL

PAD ATTACHED

$247
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

VINYL VINYL




