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FOR

$288 0.99%**

APR

Fully equipped to take on more adventures this season.  
- Symmetrical Full-Time All-Wheel Drive 

- Class-leading safety features

- Amazing fuel effi ciency

- Generous cargo capacity

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $30,299*

FOR 24 MONTHS WITH $4,322 DOWN. 

Limited-time offers. MSRP of ($28,695/$30,695) on the 2020 Forester CVT (LJ 225)/2020 Outback Convenience Package (LD 2CP). *Advertised pricing 
consists of MSRP plus ($1,725/$1,800) freight and PDI, $249 Admin, $100 Air tax, $10 OMVIC, $20 Tire Levy Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank
of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. $500 Stackable Dollars may be used towards eligible purchases and 
can be combined with Subaru Canada supported lease and  nance rates on select new 2020 Forester models through participating Subaru Canada
Dealers. **Lease rate of (0.99%/0.99%) for 24 months. Lease payments of ($288/$398) monthly with ($4,322/$4,800) down payment. Lease end value 
($18,096/$19,044) with ($5,210/$5,874) due on delivery. Lease based on a maximum of (20,000 km/year for two years, maximum 40,000 km total),
with excess charged at $0.10/km. Subject to credit approval by Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Leasing and  nancing programs available through 
Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and  nance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Models
shown: 2020 Forester Limited CVT (LJ2LP) with an MSRP of $38,195/2020 Outback Convenience (LD2CP) with an MSRP of $30,695. Dealers may 
sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle(s) shown solely for purposes of illustration and may not be equipped exactly as shown.
EyeSight® is a driver assist system, which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. The driver is always responsible for safe and 
attentive driving. System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle maintenance, and weather and road conditions. See Owner’s Manual
for complete details on system operation and limitations. Forester, Outback and Subaru are registered trademarks. Offers end January 31, 2020. Offers 
subject to change or cancellation without notice. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details.

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $32,874*

AT
LEASE 
WEEKLY 
FOR

$398 0.99%**
APR

- Symmetrical Full-Time All-Wheel Drive 

- Class-leading safety features

- Amazing fuel effi ciency

- Generous cargo capacity

FOR 24 MONTHS WITH $4,800 DOWN.
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Record rainfall in the region
BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Unusual winter weather walloped 
local areas as well as Waterloo 
Region this past weekend, with 
record levels of rainfall across the 
Grand River watershed.

Flows in the Grand River run-
ning through West Montrose 
reached the lower threshold of 

The tremendous amount of rain that fell on semi-frozen ground turned farmland into ponds over the weekend, as is the case with this area on Lobsinger Line in St. Clements.   [VERONICA REINER]

BY STEVE KANON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Planting trees remains Wool-
wich’s priority in rolling out a 0.5 
per cent greening levy on prop-
erty taxes again this year. How 
much more the township will do 
to reach its goal of reducing car-
bon output by 20 per cent in the 
next decade remains up in the air.

Councillors meeting Tuesday 
night seem divided on efficacy 
of the likes of solar panels and 
switching over to electric vehi-
cles. 

Director of recreation and com-
munity services Ann McArthur 
proposed a number of options, all 
currently unfunded, to augment 
the township’s climate action 
plan. The list includes a solar wall 
to help heat the pool at the Wool-
wich Memorial Centre ($50,000), 
$100,000 for water conservation 
projects and motion sensors on 
light switches ($10,000).

There’s no money earmarked 
for such projects, meaning a 
further tax hike – the current pro-
posal is for five per cent in 2020 – 
or finding places to cut elsewhere 
would be necessary to proceed 
with some of them.

That would be in addition to 
the current green levy, which at 
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Woolwich looks 
to add green 
projects as part 
of climate 
action plan

WOOLWICH BUDGET

Watershed sees 100mm, but few flooding incidents in Woolwich and Wellesley townships

Warning Zone Level 3, said fire 
chief Dale Martin. Any higher 
would have resulted in flooded 
homes.

Portions of the watershed saw 
an upwards of 100 mm of rain. 
Martin and Woolwich Township 
flood coordinators were out until 
the early morning hours monitor-
ing conditions.

“We had no homes directly 

[flooded]; we had a lot of water 
on property,” noted Martin. “It 
was very, very close ... we were 
watching that. At about 4:30 
[Sunday] morning, we noticed 
that it was starting to recede a bit 
... then we decided to maybe go 
and get some sleep. We were very 
fortunate.”

He added there were several 
cases of sump pump failures in 

town throughout the weekend. In 
addition, the low-level bridge on 
Three Bridges Road saw nearly 
four feet of water over the top 
and remained closed well into 
the week.

Other local road closures that 
have since reopened included 
Glasgow Street and Misty River 
Drive in Conestogo. Chalmers 

FLOODING | 05
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A D V E R T O R I A L

Rigarus Construction 
Inc. wishes to express 
our sincere apprecia-

tion to our employees and 
customers for their loyal 
support as we celebrate our 
twentieth year in business. 
When our company was 
founded in 1999, we could 
hardly foresee our growth 
to a staff of more than forty. 
We could not have come 
this far without the hard 
work and dedication of 
each member of the Rigarus 
team.

Rigarus Construction Inc. is 
100% Canadian-owned and 
operated locally in Elmira, 
Ontario. We build and main-
tain the towers that permit 
consumers to use the latest 
wireless communication 
technologies, allow search 
and rescue operations to 
stay in touch with command 
centres, and enable insti-
tutions to collect environ-
mental data for scientific 
research. 

To meet the needs of our 
impressive client list, Rigarus 

moved to a new facility in 
2010 that houses our office 
and handles an increasing 
amount of fabrication; we 
presently have a fully cer-
tified CWB welding metal 
shop and can manufacture 
on-demand integral compo-
nents for towers. 

In line with solidifying our 
commitment to growing the 
telecommunications indus-
try in Canada, we are proud 
to announce our company’s 
election to the Structures, 
Towers & Antennas Council 
of Canada (STAC) Steer-
ing Committee. Moreover, 
we remain focused on our 
community by utilizing local 
suppliers and sponsoring 
local charities.

The Rigarus Construction 
team is committed to pro-
viding turnkey solutions, 
while adhering to the high-
est quality standards. Our 
highly qualified field tech-
nicians and personnel have 
worked with all types of 
tower installations and have 
extensive training in many 

facets of the communica-
tions industry. Our mission is 
to provide exceptional and 
reliable service throughout 
the conception, construc-
tion, and service of all proj-
ects. No matter the location 
or environment, we strive to 
fulfill our customers’ most 
demanding deadlines and 
project specifications.

From our humble begin-
nings in 1999, Rigarus Con-
struction Inc. now boasts 
seven crews, an impressive 
fleet of trucks, and prov-
en success in challenging 
conditions that make our 
company the installer of 
choice for some of Canada’s 
biggest, most demanding 
clients. As an established 
company, Rigarus has devel-
oped a culture that values its 
key personnel, and we want 
to acknowledge that it takes 
a team of talented people to 
grow a successful business.

We need to thank all of 
our staff from supervisors, 
project coordinators, finance 
and admin, foremen, lead 

hands and crew. These are 
the people that make things 
happen; they have worked 
faithfully for many years, 
some for over half the com-
pany’s lifetime, watching 
it grow into a force to be 
reckoned with. The greatest 
gift to us is the knowledge 
that Rigarus is a great place 
to work and family to be part 
of; long-term employees and 
employees that return to us 
are an honour and an ac-
knowledgement of this gift. 
There is not much we have 
not done, not much we can-
not do. And because of them 
and their faith in each other, 
we are able to push forward 
and get the job done. 

We have evolved and 
grown this outfit next door 
to some pretty heavy, world-
wide competition, proving, 
“There’s No Such Thing as 
Can’t!”. We sincerely value 
the contributions of our 
dedicated staff members 
and look forward to the next 
twenty years of business in 
this community.

Rigarus Celebrates 20 Years in Business

RIGARUS CONSTRUCTION INC
284 Union St., Elmira | 519.669.5040 

www.rigarus.com

Rigarus Construction held their 20th Anniversary party at St. George’s Hall on 
January 4, 2020 with 91 guests in attendance. There was a formal dinner, employee 
appreciation gifts awarded to 5 and 10 year employees. A dance followed.
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

There were 5,925 residential homes sold through the 
MLS System of the Kitchener-Waterloo Association 
of Realtors in 2019, an increase of 1.6% compared 
to 2018. On a monthly basis, sales dipped 9% com-
pared to the previous year, with 244 home sales in 
December. The average sale price of all residential 
properties sold in 2019 increased 9.3% to $527,718. 
Detached homes sold for an average price of $614,743 
an increase of 7.1%.

Yvonne Martin, 67, was the first confirmed Canadian 
casualty of a category 7 earthquake that devastated 
Haiti on Jan. 12 that took the lives of hundreds 
of thousands of people, including 58 Canadians.  
Martin was part of a team of seven nurses from the 
Kitchener-Waterloo area that was in Haiti to conduct 
medical clinics in the northern part of the country. 

From the Jan. 16, 2010 edition of The Observer
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

HOUSING PRICES UP FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Regional downloading is 
expected to add $100,000 
a year to the cost of operat-
ing the Woolwich Fire De-
partment to help cover the 
cost of a new radio system.

Township council 
meeting January 9 added 
$55,000 to the depart-

Organizers said that there was a great turnout for the first-ever Bob Ross-themed Paint Night at the Elmira library Saturday. The same event is scheduled for the 
Region of Waterloo libraries in Ayr (Jan. 23) and New Hamburg (Feb. 7). [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Regional downloading adds new cost to township fire dept. budget

BUDGET | 05

ment’s 2020 budget, ex-
pected to pass $1.9 million. 
The new digital radio 
system is to be online by 
summer, the budget figure 
covering a cost of about 
$1,000 per year per radio 
through the end of 2020.

“That’s a totally new line 
in our budget that we have 
no option with,” said fire 
chief Dale Martin, noting 

all emergency services in 
the region will be on the 
new system.

The changeover has 
been in the works since 
2013, plagued by delays 
and cost overruns – orig-
inally budgeted at $23 
million, the system is now 
estimated at $30 million. 
The new equipment will 
replace a failing analog 

system installed in 1994 
and used by police, fire 
departments, transit and 
public works. Waterloo Re-
gional Police, the system’s 
largest user, were charged 
with implementing a re-
placement.

“The region used to cov-
er those costs. When it got 
transferred to the police ... 
the decision was made that 

ultimately the costs would 
be shared,” said township 
chief administrative officer 
David Brenneman. 

The township has no 
choice but to switch over to 
the new system, he added.

Martin said the current 
equipment is starting to 
fail, with mounting repair 
costs and replacement 
parts becoming impossible 

to find, noting the base 
hardware has one foot in 
the grave and the other on 
a banana peel.

The new radios are 
more robust, ensuring 
communication is main-
tained in more extreme 
conditions such as going 
underground, and provide 
interoperability between 

LABOUR UNREST

One-day strike to 
close region's Catholic 
schools on Tuesday

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Catholic schools across the 
region will be closed Tues-
day as the union represent-
ing their teachers looks to 
get the province back to the 
bargaining table.

Members of the Ontario 
English Catholic Teach-
ers’ Association (OECTA) 
had launched job action 
this week, refusing to take 
part in administrative 
duties. The decision to 
withdraw their services 
province-wide on January 
21 came as talks came to 
a standstill – a mediator 
last week adjourned nego-
tiations between the two 
sides, saying they were too 
far apart.

“We’re in a wait-and-see 
situation for the [mediator] 
or government to say we 
can get back to the table,” 
said OECTA president Liz 
Stuart on Tuesday. “We 
stand ready to get back.”

The 45,000-member 

union remains at odds 
with the government on 
issues such as class sizes, 
kindergarten programming 
and course  availability to 
students.

By walking off the job 
next week, the union hopes 
to “incent the government” 
to resume negotiations.

“We’re feeling a little dis-
couraged,” said Stuart, add-
ing the teachers aren’t keen 
to leave the classroom.

“Any withdrawal of ser-
vices – we understand the 
disruption that goes with 
that,” she said.

Stuart said the unions 
and government negoti-
ators used to share some 
common ground as they 
worked for the benefit of 
the education system, but 
the Ford administration 
seems focused only on cut-
ting costs.

“To them, education is 
an expense that must be 
cut rather than an invest-
ment.”

LABOUR | 04

CHANNELING BOB AT THE ELMIRA LIBRARY

Union looks to prompt the government 
to return to the bargaining table; ETFO 
gives notice of strike action
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0.5 per cent raises some 
$53,000. Most of that mon-
ey is earmarked for plant-
ing trees as the township 
looks to increase the tree 
canopy, hindered by the 
loss of many ash trees to 
the emerald ash borer.

Having declared a cli-
mate emergency, Woolwich 
should be taking more 
tangible steps to mitigate 
its greenhouse gas emis-
sions, argued Coun. Scott 
McMillan.

“If we are in an emer-
gency, and I think we are, 
then we have to show some 
leadership.”

He advocated for a “tri-

ple bottom line” in judging 
project: not looking at just 
the financial implications, 
but the social and environ-
mental impacts.

Coun. Patrick Merlihan, 
however, recommend-
ed the township choose 
practical, workable ideas, 
ones that have a visible 
impact.

“We’re not going to save 
the world with any of these 
projects, but we have to get 
started,” he said.

He and others recom-
mended any additional 
green projects be run 
through a cost-benefit 
analysis to ensure good use 
of limited tax dollars. 

Merlihan suggested look-
ing for money elsewhere 
in the budget to fund 
climate-change projects, 
though McMillan proposed 
raising taxes to help cover 
the costs.

“I’m prepared to increase 
the general levy,” he said, 
garnering no support.

Coun. Larry Shantz 
countered it was too “pre-
mature” to make that kind 
of increase given that 
council hasn’t made many 
decisions on the current 
draft of the budget.

“I’m concerned about the 
increase we already have,” 
he said of the five per cent 
tax hike being proposed.

McArthur noted con-
servation projects would 
pay dividends, reducing 
heating, water and electri-
cal costs in the township’s 
facilities. The biggest 
source of greenhouse gas 
emissions is natural gas 
for heating the township’s 
buildings, followed by fuel 
burned in vehicles.

In addition to its own 
funding, the township 
plans to use provincial 
money to add an elec-
tric vehicle, probably an 
SUV, to its fleet at cost 
of $50,000, as well as 
$53,000 for electric vehicle 
charging stations in Elmi-
ra and St. Jacobs, though 

councillors had some res-
ervations about increasing 
the fleet. 

“An addition means ex-
tra costs down the road,” 
said Shantz.

He added that electric 
vehicles aren’t always a 
better choice when you 
factor in the greenhouse 
gases and other environ-
mental hazards associated 
with mining, manufactur-
ing and eventual disposal 
of the batteries that fuel 
electric cars.

Coun. Murray Martin 
stressed that individual ac-
tions can make a difference 
in reducing the impact on 
the environment, he said, 

noting he’s planted trees, 
reduced electrical con-
sumption, water and even 
fuel for his car.

“We each have respon-
sibility to do something – 
that’s the challenge.”

Council is set to meet 
again tonight (Thurs-
day) for the last of the 
scheduled public budget 
sessions as they try to 
get a handle on greening 
projects as part of the 
overall budget. The tax 
rate increase is still target-
ed at five per cent, which 
includes the 0.5 per cent 
greening levy and a 1.5 per 
cent special levy for infra-
structure projects.

� CLIMATE: Already collecting a levy for greening, councillors hesitant to increase taxes further to fund more projects
FROM 01

For its part, the province 
has maintained its changes 
will improve the system 
while getting a handle 
on ever-rising costs. In 
a statement, Minister of 
Education Stephen Lecce 
blames the stalemate on 
the unions.

“The last three decades, 
parents and students have 
experienced labour strife 
in education, regardless of 
the political stripe of the 
government. While I am 

disappointed in the teacher 
unions’ continued focus on 
escalation that hurts our 
students, our government 
will remain focused on im-
proving public education 
and keeping students in 
class.”

“Minister of Education 
Stephen Lecce says the 
government is being rea-
sonable and bargaining 
in good faith, but we have 
been told explicitly by their 
negotiating team that they 
have no mandate or au-

thority to reach an agree-
ment that does not include 
significant, permanent 
cuts,” Stuart countered.

The impasse has led to 
the job action that will 
close all schools in the  
Waterloo Catholic District 
School Board on Tuesday, 
though any community 
uses of the buildings are 
still a go.

“We remain hopeful the 
two sides will return to the 
bargaining table quickly 
and will come to a fair and 

respectful agreement that 
serves the best interests of 
our students,” said WCDSB 
chief managing officer 
John Shewchuk in an 
email.

Following the one-day 
strike, the union has no im-
mediate plans for a repeat 
performance, particularly 
ahead of upcoming high 
school exams, said Stuart.

“If there’s no action, we’ll 
have to look at our next 
steps.”

OECTA has a strong 

mandate for action, with 
97.1 per cent voting last 
November in favour of the 
strike option if necessary, 
she added.

At the public board, the 
Elementary Teachers’ Fed-
eration of Ontario (ETFO) 
this week gave notice to 
school boards that it an-
ticipates to begin rotating 
strikes.

“This is a wake-up call 
for Ford and his Education 
Minister Stephen Lecce to 
get serious about negoti-

ating a deal that supports 
students and educators,” 
said ETFO president Sam 
Hammond in a statement. 
“We have been clear that, 
after five months of no 
progress at the table, we 
will commence rotating 
strikes if a deal is not 
reached by this Friday.”

ETFO represents 83,000 
elementary public school 
teachers, occasional 
teachers and education 
professionals across the 
province.

� LABOUR: Province now facing job action from all teachers' unions as talks break down and campaigns escalate
FROM 03

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Fire completely levelled a 
two-storey chicken barn 
on the Third Line of Ma-
pleton Township January 
9. Damage was pegged at 

Chicken barn destroyed by fire believed to be accidental
$250,000.

Woolwich firefighters 
arriving on the scene found 
the empty building com-
pletely engulfed in flames. 
At that point, the job was 
to keep the fire away from 
other nearby buildings, 

said township fire chief 
Dale Martin.

No one was injured and 
no animals were harmed in 
the blaze.

“The barn was empty. The 
birds were coming tomor-
row – 18,000 of the them.”

Though the cause of the 
fire remains under investi-
gation, natural gas heaters 
were being use to warm the 
barn ahead of the delivery 
of a new batch of chicks, he 
said. A wood building filled 
with dry wood shavings pro-

vided “ripe” conditions for 
the fire to spread quickly.

Firefighters from Flo-
radale, Elmira, St. Jacobs 
and Conestogo responded 
to the call, along with some 
tankers from Mapleton 
Township. Woolwich has 

an agreement to service 
that part of the neighbour-
ing municipality.

While firefighters will 
look for the cause – “we 
know where it started” – 
the fire has been deemed 
not suspicious.

Firefighters from four Woolwich stations responded to a blaze Jan. 9 that destroyed a two-storey barn on a farm property on the Third Line of Mapleton Township. [JOE MERLIHAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Call to book your appointment   

519-669-0237
@baumanlaser
@karolinasnailstudio

Basics Beauty & Beyond

Looking 
for an 

alternative 
to lash 

extentions?

Spa & Med Spa

 
1 
2 

Try a Lash 
Lift & Tint

$195

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 The Works Facial
including a

Chemical peel

(Regular $230)

The Duo 

Great for acne, anti-aging and 
to brighten and even skin tone. 

Save the date!
VIVIER Blowout Sale  

Feb 12th and 13th

2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 
$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195

2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 
$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195$195
The Photofacial  

$65

$2.99

BEEF ROUND ROAST

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$3.70 /lb

Reg.$4.85 /lb$3.99 /lbCHICKEN THIGHS

PORK HOCK

$4.49
/lb Reg.$4.99

$6.99 /lb Reg.$7.25 /lbMARBLE CHEDDAR
ST. ALBERTS

SMOKED

BONELESS

/lb

BONELESS

Forrest Road from Schum-
mer to Ament Line in 
Wellesley Township was 
also closed due to the high 
water levels along the road-
way.

Local parks and trails 
were also affected, such as 
Bolender Park in Elmira 
and the trail along Albert 
Erb Park in Wellesley. 
Grand River Conservation 
Authority (GRCA) staff 
came out to Wellesley vil-
lage to manually operate 
the dam to provide more 
flow, which is atypical for 
this time of year.

“We did see record-set-
ting rainfall across the 
entire watershed,” noted 
GRCA spokesperson Cam 
Linwood. “This event was 
the highest January rainfall 

total in recorded history.”
The majority of that 

downpour fell between the 
central portion of the water-
shed between Cambridge 
and the New Hamburg area, 
which received 80-100 mm 
of rain. The situation be-
came so overwhelming that 
Wilmot Township residents 
were using canoes to tra-
verse town.

“This was definitely a 
very unusual event. We 
generally don’t see signif-
icant rainfall in January,” 
noted Linwood. “In the case 
of this event, certainly not 
of this substantial volume.”

The worst is over now, 
with the event having 
moved out of the province 
earlier in the week. The 
GRCA issued five separate 
flood warnings, noting that 

it was a very unique event 
to try to predict.

“It was a challenging one 
to forecast because of the 
uncertainty of how much 
would fall as rain, and how 
much would fall as freezing 
rain,” said Linwood. “River 
flows ended up higher than 
initially forecasted because 
we did end up getting more 
rain than freezing rain.”

Many watershed com-
munities saw river flows 
that were roughly equal to 
the flooding in June 2017.

There was luckily just a 
light snowpack across the 
watershed; if there had 
been a higher volume of 
snow, combined with the 
temperatures and that 
amount of rainfall, there 
would have been even 
greater flooding associated 

with the snowmelt, said 
Linwood.

It’s best to remain cau-
tious, however, as a large 
amount of debris, such as 
full-sized trees and branch-
es, were washed into the 
river in the aftermath. The 
GRCA advised the public to 
stay away from waterways 
at this time.

“The important part is 
reinforcing the safety piece 
around flows are still up, 
water temperatures are 
extremely cold this time of 
year, and then with that ad-
ditional factor of debris in 
the river, it’s certainly not a 
safe place to be right now,” 
said Linwood.

“We want to really rein-
force that people stay back 
even though it is quite a 
spectacle to see.”

� FLOODING: Light snow pack saved the area from more intense flooding
FROM 01

Heavy precipitation over the weekend overwhelmed many roads and trails in the region, including Albert Erb park in Wellesley village.  [VERONICA REINER]

fire, police and EMS.
“It is a better system 

than what we have now.”
For Brenneman, the 

cost-sharing formula 
remains a key point of 
contention. He suggested 
usage would be a better 
metric than simply the 
number of individual radi-
os put into service.

“A split on the number 
of radios ... was the easiest 
and most efficient in terms 
of cost-sharing,” he said of 
the rationale behind the 
formula. “That needs to be 
looked at.”

Police are the largest users 
of the system, along with 

Grand River Transit and the 
city fire departments.

Given the state of the 
current equipment – police 
have reported communi-
cations issues, for instance 
– getting the new system 
online is the first priority, 
said Brenneman.

“We are assured this will 
be fully operational by the 
end of June.”

In the vein of unavoid-
able costs, the fire depart-
ment also faces mandatory 
equipment-replacement 
costs for the likes of air 
packs.

The township has bud-
geted $382,000 this year 
and next for the breathing 

gear, which the province 
decrees must be replaced 
every 15 years. There’s also 
another $50,000 this year 
and next for SCBA tanks.

Woolwich’s volunteer 
firefighters will get a three 
per cent raise this year – to 
$26 per hour from $25.25 
– when they’re called into 
service.

The township continues 
to play catch-up to the 
higher pay in other munici-
palities, said Martin.

“We’re showing our fire-
fighters that we’re trying.”

Overall staff costs are 
up 5.1 per cent of the 2019 
budget, representing $1.2 
million of the department’s 

$1.95 million budget.
On the capital side, the 

township has earmarked 
$700,000 to renovate the 
Maryhill fire station, which 
suffers from a number of 
structural and space issues.

Some $500,000 is to be 
spent this year on the first 
phase of the work, which 
calls for renovating the ex-
isting truck bays, replacing 
the roof, adding new in-
sulation, a new washroom 
and storage space. The 
remaining costs are sched-
uled for phase 2 in 2021, 
including a new water res-
ervoir and  septic system, 
along with renovating the 
office and meeting room 

and adding a washroom.
The renovations are 

more cost-effective than 
building a new station, es-
timated at $1.7 million, said 
director of rec. and facili-
ties Ann McArthur.

“We feel this is the most 
economical way, to reno-
vate the building.”

Coun. Murray Martin  
remained skeptical, how-
ever, noting previous coun-
cils had twice decided not 
to renovate the building 
due to concerns that it was 
good money after bad.

“I would sooner tear that 
down and build new,” he 
said, suggesting additional 

� BUDGET: Woolwich looking for a better deal as new region-imposed system equates to a 1% tax hike each year
FROM 03 problems would be discov-

ered once the renovation 
work got underway.

His colleagues opted for 
the renovation option in-
stead, however.

“New is great, but I think 
we repurpose what we 
have,” said Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan.

As council revisited the 
capital budget Tuesday 
night, Martin said new 
information made it clear 
the renovating the fire hall 
made sense, adding he 
would like to see the bulk 
of the work done in 2020 
rather than dragging it out 
over two years.
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Talk of affordable housing is just that while growth continues
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

Woolwich councillors 
aren’t wrong when 
they say there’s a lack 

of housing options, particularly 
affordable ones, in the township.

Nor is the township wrong in 
noting it can do little on its own 
to change the situation.

In fact, there is only one way 
to ensure housing prices fall 
and become more accessible: 
degrowth that reduces the num-
ber of people in the area, thus 
reducing demand. Of course, a 
massive recession or economic 
collapse such as we saw in the 
U.S. a decade ago would also do 
the trick, at least temporarily, 
but that’s not something to wish 
for, and it remains as beyond the 
pale as halting growth to those 
making the decisions that con-
tradict their talking points about 
affordable housing.

Whether by easing planning 

restrictions or allowing people to 
more readily add rental spaces 
to their homes, the current pace 
of growth and immigration in 
a ring around Toronto and the 
GTA ensures that supply will 
never catch up with demand. 

Sure, municipalities can cut 
some red tape and even lower or 
eliminate the multitude of fees 
and costs, development charges 
chief among them, that add tens 
of thousands of dollars to the 
cost of a new home, but the mar-
ket would only end up replacing 
those costs as profits. (Which is 
not to argue that municipalities 
shouldn’t work towards elimi-
nating fees and associated ex-
penditures in their own budgets, 
only that such moves would 
not have much of an impact on 
housing costs.)

Rental options are very lim-
ited in the townships, but even 

where more abundant, as in 
the region’s cities, there’s very 
little in the way of affordability. 
Rental costs have skyrocketed in 
most cities across the country, 
making it difficult for even those 
who aren’t earning simply min-
imum wage to commit less than 
30 per cent of their earnings on 
rent, which is Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation’s in-
come threshold for spending on 
core housing needs.

This at a time when more and 
more Canadians are getting used 
to the idea that they may never 
own a home, limited to becom-
ing permanent renters whether 
or not that’s their prefence.

The rising cost of buying a 
home is ultimately reflected in 
higher rental rates – the issues 
are linked. Not by any stretch 
of the imagination could it be 
said that buying a house in this 

area is affordable, particularly 
for first-timers. The crunch gets 
even larger the closer one gets to 
the GTA. 

Housing prices have been 
over-inflated largely by easy 
credit, a situation the federal 
government has moved on, but 
prices continue to rise. There 
has been some movement on 
creating more affordable house 
– rent-geared-to-income proj-
ects, for instance – but demand 
far outstrips supply.

Ontario’s Ford government 
has targeted planning and 
growth restrictions imposed 
by its predecessor as a culprit. 
Opening up more land to devel-
opment and easing restrictions 
on developers would increase 
supply and, thus, lower costs 
over time. It’s a dubious assump-
tion, particularly in the GTA 
where the influx of newcomers 

will undoubtedly outpace new 
construction. 

Even leaving aside the envi-
ronmental concerns and the 
benefits of axing sweeping 
policy restrictions imposed on 
all municipalities, regardless 
of whether or not they made 
sense locally, there’s still a real 
fear that Ford’s moves will fa-
vour a handful of supporters at 
the broader public’s expanse 
– sprawl, congestion, changed 
neighbourhoods – and still do 
nothing to make more housing 
available, particularly the afford-
able kind.

There’s a gap between increas-
ing housing prices and stagnat-
ing wages at the heart of afford-
ability crisis. Nothing will be 
resolved until population easing 
dramatically reduces demands 
and wages grow to close the gap. 
Everything else is so much talk.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

O ne of the main caus-
es of death for airline 
passengers in recent 

decades is being shot down 
by somebody’s military. 
Not the very biggest, of 
course: accidents account 
for nine-tenths of all deaths 
in civilian airline crashes, 
and terrorist attacks and 
hijackings cause most of 
the rest. But a solid 2.5 per 
cent of the deaths are due 
to trigger-happy people in 
military uniforms.

The statistics are pretty 
reliable for so-called ‘major 
incidents’ (more than 50 
deaths): 1,379 airline pas-
sengers killed in civilian 
planes shot down because 
they were off-course or 
simply mis-identified, out 
of a total of 57,767 deaths in 
594 crashes since the first 
‘high fatality’ crash in 1923.

Downed planes are 
collateral damage

The first was an El Al 
plane that strayed into 
Bulgarian airspace in 1955, 
the second an off-course 
Libyan airliner shot down 
by Israel over the Sinai Pen-
insula in 1973. The last of 
the military shoot-downs in 
which actual fighters were 
involved was an off-track 
Korean Air Lines jumbo jet 
shot down by a Soviet fight-
er in 1983. All 269 passen-
gers and crew were killed.

Since then the killing has 
been done by surface-to-

The region and the townships may have a different take on what's fair when it comes to splitting the bill on a new radio system.

“The government of Ontario sincerely apol-
ogizes for raising public concern and has 
begun a full investigation to determine how this 
error happened and will take the appropriate 
steps to ensure this doesn't happen again.” 

Ontario Solicitor General Sylvia Jones on the 
public’s decreasing faith in the alert system after 
a false alarm over the weekend.

In 1989, all federally represented parties voted unani-
mously in the House of Commons to end child poverty 
by the year 2000.  After the passing of this resolution, 
rates of child poverty continued to rise before they de-
creased.  Thirty years later, there are over 1.35 million 
children living in poverty with their families in Canada 
today and income inequality, the gap between the 
rich and poor, has grown to unjustifiable heights. 

www.campaign2000.ca
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Spending on transit, bike lanes unlikely to pay any dividends

T here’s an “if you build 
it, they will come” men-
tality to both transit and 

so-called active transportation 
(walking, biking) schemes in 
Waterloo Region. That’s a whole 
lot of wishful thinking, some-
thing on which bureaucrats and 
complicit elected officials are 
prepared to waste hundreds of 
millions of dollars. 

They’re gambling that the 
statistically irrelevant number 
of commuters using transit or 
biking to work will somehow 
blossom if only they spend more 
of your money on currently un-
loved options.

That was the rationale behind 
light rail transit, though the re-
gion eventually had to admit it 
was lying when it said the train 
would take people out of their 
cars. Instead, the system has 
added a layer of inconvenience 
on those forced to use transit due 
to a lack of alternatives. Spend-
ing more money on transit will 
not prompt people to abandon 
their cars.

Likewise with efforts to en-
courage cycling and walking 
instead of driving to work. The 
current numbers of people do-
ing so are as miniscule as those 
using transit for that purpose, as 
the region’s own figures show.

Still, the new transportation 
master plan calls for $247 million 
to be spent on transit in the next 
decade, along with $120 million 
for active transportation plans. 
The region is gambling that will 
encourage people to ditch their 
vehicles. That the odds are very 
slim hasn’t put the brakes on the 
money train.

Transit is already a non-start-
er, as the region has admitted: 
the only rationale that remains 
is intensification along the LRT 
corridor, though that demands 
unfettered growth that is in di-
rect opposition to stated goals of 
protecting the environment and 
making housing more affordable. 
Degrowth is the only solution in 
either case.

As for active transportation, 

experiments by the region and 
the cities have proven under-
whelming, despite millions in 
new capital and operating costs 
for bicycle lanes. They’ve built 
them, and we did not come. Ex-
pecting that to change is folly, at 
least in any reasonable timeline 
that involves spending scarce tax 
dollars today.

Few people use the bike lanes 
in the region’s cities. Instead 
of scrapping the idea, the solu-
tion is to create more of them, 
a testament to bureaucracy as a 
pejorative.

Councils in the townships 
would be wise to learn from 
these failures, as bike lanes 
would serve even less of a pur-
pose where commuting is con-
cerned.  

As with the proliferation of 
bicycle lanes, planners seem to 
think that by offering up alterna-
tives, people will get out of their 

cars. It’s not going to happen. In 
the rural areas, the scenic roads 
are the routes of choice for hob-
byists. Outside of the Mennonite 
community, cycling is largely 
a leisure activity, not a form of 
transportation despite what re-
gional planners would have us 
believe.

Sure, there’s little harm in 
paving out a little more of the 
shoulder when reconstructing 
rural roads, where space and 
budget allow for it. Some people 
are going to cycle, so making it 
safer for them and for motor-

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

ists is a good idea. But just how 
much money should be spent 
on what is likely to remain mar-
ginally used infrastructure like 
bicycle lanes. Will people use 
the bike lanes? No, of course not. 
Oh, some people will. Enough to 
justify the expense? Not likely. 
Certainly not if getting people to 
use bikes instead of cars is the 
goal, any more than the region’s 
much more costly fiasco, light 
rail transit.

Perhaps separate bike lanes, 
removed from car traffic, will cer-
tainly encourage more people to 
cycle given the increased safety. 
Just add in miles and miles of 
contiguous segregated cycling 
lanes, and then you’ll have some-
thing useful. If planners want 
relevant numbers of cyclists, 
however, they’ll have to do some-
thing about the unsuitable weath-
er eight months of the year. 

There are certainly people 

who use their bikes to commute 
and do so all year round, but the 
numbers are tiny. Even advoca-
cy groups such as the Share the 
Road Cycling Coalition note that 
the overwhelming majority – 96 
per cent – of those who support 
more bicycle use would ride 
more often for recreation, not 
transportation.

One of the biggest hindranc-
es to larger participation rates, 
advocates maintain, is safety: 
people don’t feel comfortable 
riding on the street. Plenty of us 
who actually own a bike let it sit 
unused much of the time. The 
biggest reason? Fearing for our 
safety. There’s good reason to be 
afraid: cars don’t share the road 
well, and our streets just aren’t 
made to accommodate cyclists, 
even on those with what are 
nominally called bike lanes.

Polls reveal that the majority 
of Ontarians (more than 60 per 
cent) say they would like to ride 
a bike more often, but cite the 
same safety concerns.

Of course, the real reasons 
why we don’t cycle more often 
are similar to why we don’t walk 
more often, exercise regularly, 
eat healthier foods and spend 
less time in front of a video 
screen of some sort: we don’t 
want to. But few of us will come 
out and say that, making endless 
excuses to ourselves. We’re cer-
tainly going to answer questions 
in a way that puts our sedentary 
lifestyles in the best light.

So, where cycling is con-
cerned, it’s safety and lack of 
bike lanes/trails that keep us 
out of the saddle, rather than 
copping to things we don’t even 
want to admit to ourselves.

Arguments about encouraging 
more people to cycle are moot. In 
theory, we’d like to see more of 
that, but all the talk of health ben-
efits and transportation options 
– the townships hear about how 
bikes will help prevent sprawl, 
but just like public transit the 
reality is much different – can’t 
trump real concerns for riders 
and drivers on actual roads.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 
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air missiles, with no visual 
identification. The first of 
these was in 1988, when the 
U.S. Navy ship Vincennes, 
operating illegally in Iran’s 
territorial waters, shot 
down an Iran Air jet bound 
for Dubai with 290 people 
aboard in the mistaken 
belief that it was a fighter 
plane. They all died.

Ukrainian Air Force mis-
siles shot down a Siberia 
Airlines flight over the Black 
Sea in 2001 during a military 
exercise, killing 78. In 2014 
Russian-backed rebels fight-
ing in eastern Ukraine shot 
down a Malaysian Airlines 
plane and killed all 298 pas-
sengers and crew.

And now 176 people, the 
great majority of them Ca-

nadian citizens or residents, 
have been killed just off 
the end of the runway in 
Tehran by a young Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard Corps 
technician who thought 
he was shooting down an 
American drone. At least his 
commander acknowledged 
his personal responsibility 
– “I wish I was dead” – but 
the Iranian government lied 
about it for three days.

Technically, this kind of 
mistake is inexcusable. You 
don’t even need high-cost 
military technology: a free 
Swedish app called Flight 
Radar 24 will give you re-
al-time flight data on your 
phone for all civilian air-
liners in the air in your vi-
cinity. What we are dealing 
with here is mostly human 

error – but human error 
driven by paranoid politics 
and huge time pressure.

You can’t do anything 
about the time pressure: de-
cisions really do sometimes 
have to be made in seconds 
if you suspect that you have 
a ‘hostile’ incoming on the 
radar. The paranoia might be 
easier to address in principle, 
but it’s equally inevitable in 
practice: all the shoot-downs 
happen in countries that are 
in acute military confronta-
tions of one sort or another.

And that’s the point, 
really: all these shoot-
downs are fundamentally 
a political and military 
phenomenon, not a tech-
nical malfunction or mere 
human error. We live in a 
far more peaceful world 

than our distant ancestors 
did, but our deepest cultur-
al traditions are still tribal. 
Once a confrontation gets 
going, we quickly turn into 
Yanomamo villagers.

You can’t imagine an 
‘accidental’ shoot-down of 
a civilian aircraft over Can-
ada nowadays, for example. 
Back in the Cold Days, how-
ever, there were surface-
to-air missile systems in 
Canada, designed to shoot 
down Soviet bombers but 
perfectly capable of making 
the same sort of mistake 
that killed a plane-load of 
Canadians over Tehran last 
week. Nobody is invulnera-
ble, and nobody is immune 
to the paranoia.

On the other hand, don’t 
despair. The great majority 

of the world’s people now 
live in countries where the 
risk of war is very low or 
entirely absent, and the 
cities are not surrounded 
by anti-aircraft missiles. 
We have already travelled 
a very long way from the 
time when every human 
society lived in constant 
fear of all its neighbours.

This is still a work in 
progress. The past century 
has seen the most destruc-
tive wars in history – which 
was inevitable, given the 
growth in technology, 
wealth and population. But 
it was also the first time 
that people ceased to see 
war as natural, honourable, 
and potentially profitable, 
and latterly warfare has 
gone into a steep decline.

There could still be 
back-sliding, especially if the 
climate crisis overwhelms 
us, but so far the trend line 
is promising. The world’s 
population has more than 
doubled in the past half-cen-
tury, but the number of peo-
ple killed in war is less than 
a tenth of what it was in the 
previous half-century.

However, the planes are 
much bigger, and there are 
now around a million peo-
ple in the air at any given 
moment, so there are also 
more people being killed in 
shoot-downs. It’s never any 
consolation to tell people 
that things are getting better 
on average when they have 
been devastated by a per-
sonal loss. But for what it’s 
worth, they are.
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/scores

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

The EDSS girls’ hockey team continued to roll as play 
resumed following the holidays, defeating Waterloo 
Collegiate 5-2 on Monday. Scoring for the Lancers 
were Alana Bauman (2), Cassidy Moser, Kara Dietrich 
and Maddie Goss.

In basketball action Tuesday, Cameron Heights 
Collegiate came into Elmira and got the better of both 
the senior and junior boys’ squads. The senior Lancers 
fell 65-28, while the junior squad came up short in a 
62-43 decision at the EDSS gym.

EDSS HOCKEY COURTING A LOSS

Follow KW Titans

#wearetitans #TURNITUP #ITSOURTIME

Canada’s Professional Basketball 
League in Waterloo Region.

THE AUD   //   400 EAST AVE., KITCHENER

JOIN US FOR A FUN FAMILY PRO BASKETBALL IN KW!

Purchase tickets at kwtitans.com

VS
game
dateS JANUARY 23, 2020  //   TIP-OFF AT 7PM

JANUARY 16, 2020  //   TIP-OFF AT 7PM

Blake Jacklin will join the Davenport University Panthers in the fall after receiving a scholarship from the Michigan school.  [STEVE KANNON / THE OBSERVER]

St. Jacobs’ Blake Jacklin looks to take his game to the next level after being recruited to Grand Rapids, Mich.

EDSS student wins U.S. baseball scholarship
BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

It’s January and nowhere 
near Florida, but St. Ja-
cobs’ Blake Jacklin is in a 
baseball frame of mind. 
That’s not a passing fancy, 
as the sport has been a key 
part of his life since the age 
of 3. Dedication to it has 
earned home a scholarship 
to Davenport University in 
Michigan.

For the last few years, 
Jacklin has been an 
outfielder with the Lon-
don-based Great Lake Ca-
nadians program, an elite 
squad that has provided 
him with plenty of train-
ing ... and exposure to U.S. 
Scouts.

“We play in a lot of tour-
naments in the States,” said 
Jacklin, noting it was at one 
such outing last fall that he 
caught Davenport’s eye. “I 
guess they liked what they 
saw.”

With the scholarship in 
hand, he’ll be heading off to 
Grand Rapids in September. 
For now, he’ll continue with 
his training in preparation 
for his NCAA baseball expe-
rience.

Collegiate ball is the 
next stage in a passion that 
started early. His first orga-
nized games came courtesy 
of South Woolwich Minor 
Baseball, and by the time he 
was in Grade 2 he’d made 
the jump to the more ex-
pansive Waterloo program.

Those early years were 
formative, he said.

“They helped me grow 
into the player I am today.”

It was when he was in 
Grade 8 that he saw that he 
could pursue baseball at 
a higher level, setting his 
sights on the scholarship 

route, as he’d long been a 
fan of college sports.

“That was when I 
thought, ‘maybe I can give 
this a shot,’” said Jacklin.

A couple of years later 
he switched to the Great 
Lake Canadians program 
launched by a couple of 
guys with pro baseball ex-
perience, Chris Robinson 
and Adam Stern.

“It’s a great learning ex-
perience,” he said of playing 
against stronger competi-
tion. “There are some good 
players there.”

Instructors keep them 
focused, noting there’s 
plenty of competition at 
each phase along the road 
to playing professional 
baseball.

“Someone is always gun-
ning for your spot. You’ve 
got to stay committed to 
what you’re doing.”

Jacklin is very familiar 
with that commitment, 
having devoted much of his 
time to training. His current 
schedule covers six days a 
week, including two in Lon-
don. On top of that, though 

having graduated last sum-
mer from EDSS, he’s back 
part time taking extra cred-
its, fitting part-time work 
into the week.

“Your social life definite-
ly suffers a bit,” he laughed. 
“Baseball would always 
come first.”

Having been focused on 
his goal from an early age, 
Jacklin notes his parents 
have been supportive every 
step of the way.

“I owe a lot to my par-
ents,” he said. “I’m very 
thankful for all that they’ve 

done for me throughout my 
baseball career.”

The hard work and effort 
have paid off to date, with 
his college years now on the 
horizon. Jacklin said he’s 
looking forward to the new 
adventure.

“I like meeting new 
people, having new experi-
ences,” he said, adding past 
shifts to new teams and 
plenty of travel should help 
in the adjustment.

“Being able to play base-
ball at the next level will be 
exciting.”

COLLEGIATE ENDEAVOURS
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

Think of 
posterity and 

posteriors 
when tying 

flies

T his week, I have been 
making an effort to 
tie at least one pike 

fly every day so that when 
the spring season and open 
water finally arrives, I will 
be ready.

“People fly fish for 
pike?” you ask.

The answer is yes. Pike, 
in fact, are an excellent 
fish to catch on a fly rod.

The thing is it takes a 
special kind of bravery – 
and not because you are 
dealing with a big, toothy 
fish either. Actually, if we 
have anything to be fearful 
of, it’s the pike fly itself.

The differences between 
a pike fly and a regular 
trout or bass fly are many 
but, primarily, it is this: a 
pike fly is way bigger and 
tied on a heavier hook that 
hurts far more. You’ll be 
reminded of this when a 
sudden crosswind realigns 
the trajectory of your 
forward cast so that it in-
tercepts the back of your 
head or elsewhere.

And that’s where the real 
problem begins.

You see, people in the 
emergency room waiting 
area tend to notice a large 
pike fly hanging from your 
head much more than they 
would a tiny trout fly. In 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

GALEA | 9
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fact, often, when you have 
a tiny trout fly lodged in 
your head, people just 
think you are there to deal 
with a parasite – which, 
I think you’ll agree, is far 
less concerning.

That, in a nutshell, is 
why I take more care when 
tying my pike flies. 

Call me prideful, but the 
last thing I want the fellow 
patients and medical staff 
to think is “Wow! That guy 
is not a very good fly tyer.”

The quality of your pike 
flies is particularly im-
portant in rural areas. For, 
in the medical facilities 
there, the unwritten rule 
is, when you have a fishing 
lure or fly extracted from 
any part of your body, the 
hospital gets to keep it. 
This is the sole reason I 
once dreamed of going to 
medical school.

These confiscated flies 
and lures are then placed 
in a display case in a prom-
inent hallway, for all to see. 
But, the truth is no one 
really looks at that case 
and all the flies and lures 
within, other than fellow 
anglers who visit the hos-
pital for similar reasons.

That’s why I only want to 
showcase my best work.  

As much as I hate to 
admit this, one poorly tied 
fly prominently displayed 
in a hospital showcase can 
cause irreparable damage 
to your reputation as a fly 
tyer. That’s why I tie every 
pike fly with the presump-
tion that it will eventually 
find its final resting place 
in a hospital showcase 
where it will be judged by 
other anglers for all time.

How bad can it be, you 
ask?

Well, I once knew a fel-
low who had to go to hos-
pital to have a size 3/0 Pike 
Bunny Leech removed 
from his posterior. I have 
been told by a reliable 
source that the procedure 
ruined his brand new set 
of waders, put a run in his 
favourite pair of leopard 
skin thong underwear and 
added an third eye to his 
unicorn-themed tramp 
stamp. Now, because of 
that one visit I can’t even 
look that guy in the eye 
anymore. 

I hate to be so judgmen-
tal but when they put his 
fly in the hospital show-
case, it was plain to see 
he was using fake bunny 
fur in his patterns and low 
quality hooks. As I said, 
that kind of thing can get 
people talking.

 � GALEA: Make 
sure the flies that 
you tie can stand 
up to scrutiny 
for all eternity
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Matt Caskanette takes defensive measures during game action against the Norwich Merchants on Saturday night in Welles-
ley, with the home side emerging victorious 4-2.   [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Elmira’s Mason McMahon attempts to take control of the puck during Sunday's game against the Stratford Warriors at the 
WMC. There was some back-and-forth, but the Kings won 4-3.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Home ice just the thing over the weekend as Wellesley beats Norwich 4-2, then routs hapless Delhi 23-1

Wins over Bombers in Brampton and Stratford sees Elmira extend lead atop conference standings

Applejacks extend winning streak to three

Kings win two more to keep streak alive

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

The new year continues to 
be good to the Wellesley 
Applejacks, who picked 
up a pair of wins over the 
weekend to make them 3-0 
in 2020.

A 4-2 win over Norwich 
on Saturday night was fol-
lowed by a clear reason the 
Delhi Travellers are 0-32 
this season, as Wellesley 
pasted them 23-1 the fol-
lowing afternoon.

The Jacks remain in 
second place in the PJHL’s 
South Doherty Division 
with a record of 22-5-1-4, 
their 49 points three back 
of the Tavistock Braves 
(24-5-3-1) with a game in 
hand. The Ayr Centennials 
are in third with 47 points 
(23-9-0-1).

Saturday’s game against 
the Norwich Merchants 
started off quietly, with no 
scoring and just two penal-
ties during the first period. 
It was Wellesley that finally 
got things rolling, with 
Justin McCombs (Zach 
Ribeiro, Shaun Pickering) 
scoring during the second 
frame at 6:34 as the Jacks 
had an extra attacker on 
the ice.

Special teams were also 
involved in the rest of the 
night’s scoring.

Austin Cousineau kept 
the momentum going 
while the Jacks were at a 
disadvantage, scoring a 
shorthanded marker at 
9:55. McCombs picked up 
an assist.

The Merchants replied 
on a power play at 11:05, 
then McCombs (Pickering, 

BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

The Elmira Sugar Kings ex-
tended their 2020 winning 
streak and their hold on 
the conference standings 
with a pair of wins over the 
weekend.

The team travelled to 
Brampton to extinguish 
the Bombers 6-2 Friday 
night before narrowly 
taking down the Stratford 
Warriors 4-3 on home ice 
Sunday afternoon.

The Sugar Kings (29-
6-0-4) now have a sev-
en-point lead atop the 
GOJHL’s Midwestern Con-
ference, with the Kitch-
ener Dutchmen (25-8-2-3) 
holding down second 
place.

It was Elmira who drew 
first blood January 10 

James Ranson) returned 
the favour while short-
handed at 15:23. Norwich 
wasn't about to go down 
without a fight, taking ad-
vantage of another Welles-
ley penalty to cut the home 
side’s lead to 3-2 before the 
second intermission.

Play was decided rough-
er in the period, account-
ing for all the penalties and 
associated scoring.

Wellesley’s Pickering 
rounded out the night’s 
scoring with another pow-
er play marker just 41 sec-
onds into the third period, 
with assists going to Troy 
Vandenbussche and Ran-
son. Most the action for the 
remaining 19 minutes and 
change involved treks to 
the box.

Shots were 45-37 in 
Wellesley’s favour, with 
netminder Duncan Rolle-
man picking up the win.

The following afternoon 

against Brampton, with 
Jeremey Goodwin taking 
advantage of a power play 
at 9:23. Hunter Dubecki 
and Brody Waters picked 
up the assists. The Kings’ 

at the Wellesley arena it 
was no exaggeration to say 
the Jacks scored early and 
often in being anything 
but welcoming to the Delhi 
Travellers. 

Kyle Fischer (Zachary 
Lyons) drew first blood at 
1:24, then Lyons scored 
a goal of his own at 2:24. 
Carson Wickie and Ribeiro 
grabbed the assists. Picker-
ing (McCombs, Daniel Mc-
Cutcheon) kept the streak 
going at 4:08, then the next 
goal came from Koby Seil-
ing (Lyons) at 7:24.

Fischer (Gianfranco 
Commisso) scored once 
again at 9:28, followed 
by Pickering (McCombs, 
Connor Bradley at 11:22. 
The next goal went to 
Koby Seiling at 14:27, with 
the assist going to Wickie. 
Fischer obtain a hat trick, 
unassisted at 15:52, then 
Commisso (McCombs) 
wrapped up the first-peri-

special teams were consis-
tently a huge advantage 
throughout the match, 
with Matthew Tolton (Wa-
ters, J. Goodwin) scoring 
the next power play goal 

od scoring at 17:43.
As the teams headed 

back to the room, it was 
9-0 for the Applejacks. 

Though the game was es-
sentially over at that point, 
both teams appeared for 
the second. It was once 
again all Wellesley. Mc-
Combs (Pickering) kept the 
ball rolling with a goal at 
2:13. The next goal came 
courtesy of McCutcheon 
(Wickie) at 6:17. Pickering 
achieved a hat trick at 7:45, 
with McCombs and Matt 
Caskanette picking up the 
assists. Steven DeGroot 
joined in on the frenzy at 
8:58, with assists going to 
Ribeiro and J. Ranson. Ly-
ons (Wickie) kept the heat 
on Delhi with yet another 
goal at 12:12, and the next 
came off the stick of Mc-
Cutcheon (Keegan Saun-
ders, DeGroot) at 13:26. 
Pickering scored the final 
goal in second at 18:28. 

at 11:09. Brampton finally 
retaliated at 15:15, closing 
the frame with Elmira up 
2-1.

Roughhousing early in 
the frame led to Elmira 

Assists went to Commisso 
and McCombs.

It was 16-0 after 40 min-
utes.

Despite all the heavy 
scoring action, players 
kept it clean, with only 
three penalties doled out 
throughout the course of 
the match. Delhi managed 
to score one lone goal at 
4:28, though any celebra-
tion of avoiding a shutout 
was short-lived, as DeGroot 
(Commisso) responded at 
6:32; Seiling joined the hat 
trick brigade at 8:05, with 
the assist going to Kyle 
Fischer. McCombs (Fisch-
er, Caskanette) scored 
shortly afterwards at 8:44, 
then Fischer potted a goal 
of his own at 9:10. Assists 
went to Wickie and Caska-
nette. 

Wellesley didn't let up, 
barely giving the flounder-
ing Travellers a chance to 
breathe. Lyons (Ribeiro) 
made it 21-1 at the 10-min-
ute mark, then Wickie 
(DeGroot) potted one at 
14:18. McCutcheon scored 
the final goal of the match, 
simultaneously achieving 
at a hat trick, at 16:50. The 
assist went to Seiling. 

When the buzzer sound-
ed, it was 23-1 for the home 
team, which outshot the 
visitors 79-10. All of the 
scoring was 5-on-5, as the 
Jacks were 0-2 on the pow-
er play, and Delhi was 0-1.

The Jacks are on home 
ice Friday night (8 p.m.) 
to welcome the Mounties 
(18-13-2-1) before heading 
to New Hamburg Saturday 
night to take on the Fire-
birds (14-14-3-3) at 7:30 
p.m.

being slapped with sev-
eral penalties, which left 
the team at a disadvan-
tage. Brampton capital-
ized, scoring at 3:09. But 
Jakson Kirk retaliated, a 
shorthanded, unassisted 
marker at 12:15.

It was all Elmira in the 
third, with Dubecki (J. 
Goodwin, Harrison Toms) 
taking advantage of a 
power play at 7:36. Brett 
Allen kept the momentum 
going at 13:03, with Kirk 
and Keaton McLaughlin 
picking up the assists. The 
final goal came courtesy 
of Dubecki, a shorthand-
ed, unassisted marker at 
14:47. This wrapped up the 
match with a 6-2 Elmira 
win.

Saturday’s matchup 
saw a much closer result. 

JUNIOR C HOCKEY
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T H E  S C O R E

WOOLWICH
WILDCATS
Atom: LL2

Dec 30 vs CW#1

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Braun Draper (2), 
Cooper Jones, Edwin Martin

ASSISTS: Matt Wilkie, 
Dexter Mannhardt, Cooper 
Jones

Atom: LL2

Jan 05 vs CW#3

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Braun Draper (3), 
Edwin Martin

ASSISTS: Edwin Martin (2), 
Braun Draper, Cooper Jones

Atom: LL2

Jan 05 vs CW#4

HOME: 7 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Austin Thompson 
(2), Aiden Basler (2), Edwin 
Martin (2), Noah Gibson, 
Cooper Jones

ASSISTS: Braun Draper (2), 
Logan Goodfellow, Matt 
Wilkie, Dexter Mannhardt, 
Noah Gibson

Shutouts: Ronan Doherty

Atom: Minor Atom A

Jan 11 vs Halton Hills 
Thunder

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Ethan Straus (2), 
Carter Crane (2), Sullivan 
Shantz

ASSISTS: Jackson Gillies 
(2), Ethan Straus, Madden 
Habermehl, Carson 
Kellough, Kolten Noot, Nate 
Seller

Atom: Minor Atom A

Jan 12 vs Burlington Eagles

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Liam MacGregor 
(2), Owen Porter, Carson 
Kellough, Kitson Bakker, 
Ethan Straus

ASSISTS: Cody Paquet, Jack 
Wood, Nate Seller

Shutouts: Maxwell Rintoul

Atom: Major Atom A

Jan 05 vs Brampton 45s

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Grant Rintoul, 
Jordan Martin (2), Matthew 
Kochut, William Krubally

ASSISTS: Colton Brito (2), 
Colton Sinclair, Nolan Martin 

(2), Cruz Balog

Shutouts: Cohen 
Hamburger

Atom: Major Atom A

Jan 12 vs Centre Wellington 
Fusion

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Nolan Martin, 
Matthew Kochut, Reese 
Martin, Colton Sinclair

ASSISTS: Colton Sinclair, 
MAson Gear, Matthew 
Kochut, Cruz Balog, Nolan 
Martin

Atom: LL3

Jan 12 vs Woolwich Wildcats 
LL1

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 6

GOALS: Nicholas Shardlow, 
Tyler Bauman (2), Bryden 
Schaefer, Brylee Patterson

ASSISTS: Owen Dally (3), 
Tyler Bauman (2), Brylee 
Patterson, Bryden Schaefer, 
Ethan Leveck

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Jan 04 vs Hespeler

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Danny Schaefer 
(2), Carson Staken, Joshua 
Carson (2), Brandon 
Fishman

ASSISTS: Karsten Smith (2), 
Gavin Neabel (2), Carson 
Staken, Evan Woods

Shutouts: n/a

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Jan 05 vs Owen Sound

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Carson Staken, 
Gavin Neabel

ASSISTS: Riley Dettweiler, 
Danny Schaefer, Rylan 
Heimpel

Shutouts: Ayden Schaap

PeeWee: Minor PeeWee A

Jan 09 vs Caledon Hawks

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Bryce Brubacher (2)

ASSISTS: Alex Veitch, 
Spencer Hume

PeeWee: Minor PeeWee A

Jan 11 vs Burlington Eagles

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Declan Martin

ASSISTS: Bryce Brubacher

PeeWee: Minor PeeWee A

Jan 13 vs Caledon Hawks

HOME: 8 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Mitchell Krasovec 
(3), Carter Weir (2), Spencer 
Hume (2), Declan Martin

ASSISTS: Caleb Paquet 
(2), Reese Martin (2), Luke 
Wood, Alex Veitch, Adam 
Bloch, Declan Martin

PeeWee: LL#1

Jan 06 vs Centre Wellington

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Benjamin Lipp (2), 
Ben Hibbard

PeeWee: LL #1

Jan 04 vs Woolwich LL2

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Hunter Lance, 
Benjamin Lipp

ASSISTS: Benjamin Lipp, 
Evan Reger, Connor Airdrie

Bantam: Minor Bantam A

Jan 06 vs Centre Wellington

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 5

GOALS: Beckett Wadel, 
Owen Weber, Eric Kane

ASSISTS: Seth Shantz 
(2), Owen Weber, Cale 
Waechter, Josh Uhrig, Isaac 
Lopers

Midget: Minor Midget A

Dec 28 vs Hespeler

HOME: 7 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Reid Burkholder 
(2), Gri�n Boerner, Elliott 
MacCarrey (3), Cohen 
McIssac

ASSISTS: Andrew Gear 
(2), Mitchell Hartman (4), 
Gri�n Boerner, Daniel 
Kelly, Cohen McIssac, Brett 
Moser, Coleton Benham

Midget: Minor Midget A

Dec 29 vs Hespeler

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 5

GOALS: Carter Cousineau, 
Aiden Von Kannon

ASSISTS: Zack Bender, 
Elliott MacCarrey (2), Brett 
Moser

Midget: Minor Midget A

Jan 30 vs Essex

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Cohen McIssac, 
Reid Burkholder, Andrew 
Gear

ASSISTS: Mitchell Hartman, 
Brett Moser, Carter Rollins, 
Elliott MacCarrey, Cohen 
McIssac, Coleton Benham

Midget: Minor Midget A

Dec 30 vs Hespeler

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 5

GOALS: Reid Burkholder, 

The Major PeeWee A Wildcats took gold at the 50th Annual Wayne Gretzky Tournament Dec. 27-29 in 
Brantford. The team finished the round robin in first place with a 3-1 record, beating Brantford, Burl-
ington Blue and Hespeler. Their only loss came against the Cambridge Hawks, a 4-1 decision. The boys 
played Cambridge again in the semis on Dec. 29, posting a come-from-behind 4-3 win in overtime. 
That set up the finals with a Whitby team on later that day at the Gretzky Centre. The boys battled hard 
and came up with a 1-0 win and the tournament title. Front row: Danny Schaefer, Carson Staken, Gavin 
Neabel, Ayden Schaap, Carter Snider, Jakob Noot, Rylan Heimpel. Back row: assistant coach Terry 
Neabel, Joshua Carson, Hunter Bender, trainer Jon Staken, Rylie Dettweiler, Ethan Burkholder, Evan 
Woods, Brandon Fishman, head coach Nathan Woods, Karsten Smith, assistant coach Nate Schaap. 
Absent: Mitchell Roemer. [SUBMITTED]

GOLDEN IN BRANTFORD

Coleton Benham

ASSISTS: Zack Bender, 
Andrew Gear

Midget: Minor Midget A

Dec 01 vs Southpoint

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0

Shutouts: C. Dinglestad

WOOLWICH
WILD
Novice: PeeWee B

Jan 12 vs Mount Forest 
Rams

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Kayleigh Futher, 
Emily Martin

ASSISTS: Carrie Schwindt, 
Grace Gow, Laurel McGuire

Atom: LL

Jan 11 vs Grand River 
Mustangs #2

HOME: 0 VISITOR: 2

Atom: LL

Jan 12 vs Guelph Gryphons 
Red

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Madison Klaehn

PeeWee: LL

Jan 05 vs Walkerton 
Capitals

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Maggie Ropp, Emily 

Bauman, Rebecca Airdrie

ASSISTS: Brooklyn Pope (2), 
Maggie Ropp

PeeWee: LL

Jan 12 vs Ayr Rockets

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Hailey Mueller

ASSISTS: Sofia Fitch, 
Addison Bettke

Shutouts: Kelly Grant

Midget: Midget BB

Jan 12 vs Waterloo

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Delaney Keen, 
Haylee Clemmer, Maddy 
Goss

ASSISTS: Avery Bender, 
Jenna Munro, Blythe 
Bender, Shae-Lynn Martin

Shutouts: n/a

Midget: Midget BB

Jan 10 vs Wilmot

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Claire Higgins, 
Maddy Goss, Haylee 
Clemmer, Delaney Keen 
X (2)

ASSISTS: Shae-Lynn Martin, 
Abby Burkholder, Blythe 
Bender, Alana Bauman (2), 
Leah LeCourtois,

Shutouts: Krista Bentley

PeeWee: LL

Dec 27 vs Grand River 
Mustangs #1

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Addison Bettke

ASSISTS: Sofia Fitch, 
Cayleigh McQuinn

PeeWee: LL

Dec 27 vs Guelph Jr. 
Gryphons Black

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Hailey Mueller (2), 
Sofia Fitch (2), Maggie Ropp

ASSISTS: Addison Slot, 
Hailey Mueller, Maggie 
Ropp (2), Lauren Weber

PeeWee: LL

Dec 28 vs Waterloo Ravens 
#3

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Addison Bettke

PeeWee: Peewee A

Jan 10 vs Windsor

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Sara Forwell (3), 
Claire Catton

ASSISTS: Olivia Weiss 
(2), Olivia Straus (2), Kylie 
Rayfield, Sara Forwell, Lexie 
de Jeu

PeeWee: Peewee A

Jan 10 vs North Halton

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Sara Forwell (4), 
Kendra Hill

ASSISTS: Olivia Straus (2), 
Brie Brezynskie (2), Kara 
MacPherson

PeeWee: Peewee A

Jan 11 vs London

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Sara Forwell, 
Kaeley Parker, Kendra Hill

ASSISTS: Olivia Straus, 
Lexie de Jeu, Brooke 
Kroetsch, Kara MacPherson, 
Brie Brezynskie

PeeWee: Peewee A

Jan 11 vs Sault Ste Marie

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Emma Braun, Sara 
Forwell (2), Claire Catton

ASSISTS: Brooke Kroetsch, 
Charlotte McMillian, Claire 
Catton, Olivia Straus (2)

PeeWee: Peewee A

Jan 12 vs North Simcoe

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Sara Forwell (2), 
Kendra Hill

ASSISTS: Olivia Straus (2), 
Brie Brezynskie, Lexie de 
Jeu

Shutouts: Grace Breen

PeeWee: Peewee A

Jan 12 vs Leaside Toronto

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Sara Forwell, Olivia 
Straus, Kendra Hill, Brooke 
Kroetsch

ASSISTS: Olivia Straus (2), 
Sara Forwell

WOOLWICH
THRASHERS
Novice

Jan 11 vs Bu�alo Sabres

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Gideon 
Chamberlain (2) goals), 
Dustin Hoag

Shutouts: Dillon Stuebing

Elmira got on the board 
first, with Tolton taking ad-
vantage of a power play at 
10:33. Assists went to Jacob 
Black and Luke Eurig.

It wasn’t until the sec-
ond stanza that Stratford 
managed to respond, capi-
talizing on their own power 
play at 4:26. This period 
had a particularly aggres-
sive tone, with a total of 18 
penalties doled out. The 
Warriors managed to pot 
one more – and take the 
lead – an unassisted marker 
at 11:39. 

A Brett Allen penalty shot 

resulted in a goal at 5:56 
in the third to even the 
score, then Brody Waters 
(J. Goodwin, Dubecki) 
gave the Kings the lead at 
7:44. Elmira really rallied 
in the third, with Cooper 
Way potting one more 
for good measure at 9:49. 
Anthony Azzano and Niki 
Molson picked up the as-
sists.

With time winding 
down and at a two-point 
disadvantage, Stratford 
pulled their goalie. The 
strategy worked out for 
them, with a Warrior 
exploiting the combo of 

both a power play and the 
extra attacker to score at 
18:20. However, it didn’t 
do much in the way of 
changing the end result, 
which was a 4-3 win for 
the Sugar Kings. The shot 
count reflected just how 
close the match was: El-
mira’s 30 compared to 
Stratford’s 27.

Neither team will have 
to wait long for a rematch, 
as the Sugar Kings will 
welcome the Warriors 
to the WMC on Sunday 
(January 19) in their lone 
game of the weekend. The 
puck drops at 7 p.m.

� KINGS: After a close game last weekend, Elmira and 
Stratford get a quick shot at a rematch on Sunday

FROM 9

GETTING STARTED IN ELMIRA

Chung Oh’s School of Tae Kwon Do opened operations in Elmira this week, with inaugural classes Monday night at 
EDSS. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

If you noticed an adjustment on your first paycheque 
of the year, it may be due to the fact Employment 
Insurance (EI) premium rate for employees were 
reduced to $1.58 per $100 of insurable earnings, a 
decrease of four cents compared to the 2019 rate 
of $1.62 per $100 of insurable earnings, as of Jan. 1.  
The maximum insurable earnings (MIE) for 2020 has 
increased to $54,200 from $53,100 in 2019.

The trend in housing starts was 212,160 units in 
December compared to 219,921 units in November 
2019, according to Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation. The standalone monthly seasonally 
adjusted rate of housing starts for all areas in Canada 
was 197,329 units in December, a decrease of 3% from 
204,320 units in November. Single-detached urban 
starts increased by 1% to 47,885 units. Rural starts 
were estimated at a seasonally adjusted annual rate 
of 11,395 units.

EI TWEAKED HOUSING STARTS

cup. The goal is to deter-
mine where it should go 
from the following options: 
return to the retailer/store, 
paper and plastic bags, 
green bin, containers only, 
garbage, or waste manage-
ment drop off. 

“We’ve chosen some 
items that are sometimes 
problematic for people, 
and then we’ll be able to 
use feedback from the 
game to see what are things 

A friend of mine – 
let’s call her Tara, 
because that’s her 

name – visited relatives in 
Michigan over the Christ-
mas holidays, and noticed 
the price sticker for that 
evening’s turkey dinner 
proudly displayed on the 
refrigerator door.

It read $4.
Not $4 a lb. – $4 for the 

whole turkey.
Her hosts were ecstat-

ic. They thought they’d 
snagged the bargain of the 
season and were eager to 
celebrate it. 

But the price stuck in 
Tara’s craw. 

“I knew it was somehow 
wrong to be giddy over a $4 
turkey,” she said later, “but 
I didn’t exactly know why.”

It turns out she was 
struggling with the lure 
of cheap food. We’re all 
drawn into supermarkets 
by what are called loss 
leaders – that is, products 
the retailer purposefully 
sells at a loss just to get 

So what's 
wrong 

with a $4 
turkey?

ROBERTS | 14

The region's Waste Whiz looks to bring some clarity to residents dealing with garbage and recycling issues. [OBSERVER IMAGE]

Residents can have a variety of information specific to Waterloo Region at their fingertips via the Waste Whiz

New app a one-stop shop 
for region's waste program

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Not sure when your gar-
bage will be picked up? 
What’s currently allowed in 
the recycling bin? There’s 
an app for that.

The Region of Waterloo 
has just rolled out the ap-
plication aimed at educat-
ing residents about better 
environmental practices.

“Waste Whiz” provides a 
variety of tools, including 
reminders for garbage and 
bulky items collection and 
service alerts, as well as 
customizable, region-spe-
cific recycling and garbage 
instructions.

The region had just 
reached the end of its con-
tract with service providers 
for the existing “My Waste/
Recycle Coach” app. This 
provided an opportunity 
for staff to look for ways 
to improve the service, 
according to Cari Rastas 
Howard, project manager 
with the waste manage-
ment program.

“[Residents] were look-
ing items up and still end-
ing up a little bit confused 
because the previous app 
was trying to use more ge-
neric information across 
many different municipal-
ities,” she commented, of 
the need for a new app.

Waste Whiz is now 100 
per cent customized to the WHIZ | 14

TECHNOLOGY AT WORK

Waterloo Region. It’s been 
downloaded more than 
1,100 times thus far.

New features include an 
online reporting of missed 
collection (previously only 
available on the region’s 
website). If an item not 
picked up during collec-
tion, residents can enquire 
as to why directly on the 
app as a “one-stop-shop.” 
Like the previous app, us-
ers also have the option to 

look up an item to find out 
where it should be properly 
disposed of.

Other benefits include 
a printable, 12-month cus-
tomized calendar, and an 
interactive online game 
that puts one’s sorting 
skills to the test. Users 
choose a difficulty between 
1-5, then they are present-
ed with different disposal 
items such as medication, 
a pet food bag, or a coffee 

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

that maybe people are still 
... not sure about where 
they go,” said Howard. 
“We’ll know how to target 
our education programs 
moving forward. We can 
see what people are con-
fused about.”

Staff can add infor-
mation, pictures, edit, 
and make sure all of the 
information refers to the 
regions’ programs and ser-
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Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) may modify, extend or terminate offers for any reason, in whole or in part, at any time, without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. Void where prohibited. See Dealer for full program details. Credits vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Factory order may be 
required. Chargeable paint costs may vary depending on the vehicle/colour. These offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Credits vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Factory order may be required. * To qualify for the Costco Member Pricing, you must be a Canadian resident holding a valid driver’s license, have been a 
Costco member since January 2, 2020, or earlier and must: (1) Register with Costco to receive your non-transferable Authorization Number; (2) Present the Authorization Number to a participating dealer; (3) Retail purchase, finance or lease an eligible new or demonstrator in-stock 2020 GMC: Terrain, Acadia, Yukon, Yukon XL; delivered from January 3, 2020, to March 31, 2020. In 
addition, to receive a $500 Costco Shop Card by email, submit a redemption form to Costco within thirty (30) days of vehicle delivery and complete a Costco member satisfaction survey. Please allow three weeks for Costco Shop Card delivery, pending completion of all eligibility requirements; including redemption form submission, purchase verification and survey completion. Costco 
Shop Cards will be emailed to the email address provided to Costco at the time of registration. The purchase or lease of a vehicle does not qualify for the calculation of the Costco Executive Membership 2% Reward. Offer may not be redeemed for cash. Conditions and limitations apply to this limited time offer. For full program details and for any applicable exclusions see a participating 
dealer or costcoauto.ca/GM. For Costco Shop Card terms and conditions, visit Costco.ca and search “Shop Card”. Tax, title, registration and license fees, personal property registration fees, and additional products and services are not included in the Costco Member Pricing. Offer is valid at participating authorized GM Canada dealers. Offer not available in the U.S. or Mexico. Offer is 
subject to change without notice. Void where prohibited. Costco and its affiliates do not sell automobiles nor negotiate individual transactions. ®: Registered trademark of Price Costco International, Inc. used under license. ̂  Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between January 3, 2020 to January 31, 2020.  Lease based on suggested 
retail price of $56,475, towards the lease of an eligible 2020 Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Elevation Edition. Bi-weekly payment is $198 for 24 months at 1.9% lease rate (1.9% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $93 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments 
are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $3,500 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $13,744. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to 
purchase at lease end is $42,468. See dealer for details. ∑ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between January 3, 2020 to January 31, 2020. Lease based on suggested retail price of $34,288, towards the lease of an eligible 2020 Terrain SLE FWD Elevation. Bi-weekly payment is $188 for 48 months at 1% lease rate (1% APR) on 
approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $94 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $0 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment 
trade. Total obligation is $19,511. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $15,772. µ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada on select vehicles purchased and delivered from January 3, 2020 to January 31, 2020. 0% 
purchase financing (0% APR) offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 84 months on eligible new 2019 Acadia Denali models. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on 
amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $52,795 financed at 0% nominal rate (0% APR) equals $629 monthly for 84 months. The offer includes $650 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive) and $1,750 finance cash (tax exclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $52,795. Freight ($1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100, if applicable) included. License, 
insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and, except in Quebec, dealer fees not included (all of which may vary by dealer and region). ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TD Auto Finance is a registered trademark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. ¥ To qualify for the $500 Costco Shop Card, 
you must be a Canadian resident holding a valid driver’s license, have been a Costco member since January 2, 2020, or earlier and must: (1) Register with Costco to receive your non-transferable Authorization Number; (2) Present the Authorization Number to a participating dealer; (3) Retail purchase or finance an eligible new or demonstrator in-stock 2019 GMC: Acadia delivered from 
January 3, 2020, to March 2, 2020. In addition, to receive a $500 Costco Shop Card by email, submit a redemption form to Costco within thirty (30) days of vehicle delivery and complete a Costco member satisfaction survey. Please allow three weeks for Costco Shop Card delivery, pending completion of all eligibility requirements; including redemption form submission, purchase 
verification and survey completion. Costco Shop Cards will be emailed to the email address provided to Costco at the time of registration. The purchase or lease of a vehicle does not qualify for the calculation of the Costco Executive Membership 2% Reward. Offer may not be redeemed for cash. Conditions and limitations apply to this limited time offer. For full program details and for any 
applicable exclusions see a participating dealer or costcoauto.ca/GM. For Costco Shop Card terms and conditions, visit Costco.ca and search “Shop Card”. Offer is valid at participating authorized GM Canada dealers. Offer not available in the U.S. or Mexico. Offer is subject to change without notice. Void where prohibited. Costco and its affiliates do not sell automobiles nor negotiate 
individual transactions. ®: Registered trademark of Price Costco International, Inc. used under license. ◊ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada on select vehicles purchased and delivered from January 3, 2020 to January 31, 2020.  0% purchase financing (0% APR) offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 72 months on 
eligible new 2019 Next-Generation Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Elevation models. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $51,475 financed at 0% nominal rate (0% APR) 
equals $692 monthly for 72 months. The offer includes $1,000 Elevation Bonus (Tax Exclusive), $2,650 Cash Delivery Allowance (Tax Exclusive), $2,850 Finance Cash (Tax Exclusive), and $500 Option Package Discount. Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $51,475. Freight ($1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100, if applicable) included. License, insurance, registration, 
PPSA, applicable taxes and, except in Quebec, dealer fees not included (all of which may vary by dealer and region). ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TD Auto Finance is a registered trademark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. Ω Whichever comes first. Limit of four complimentary Lube-Oil-Filter 
services in total. Fluid top-offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. See the Warranty Booklet or your dealer for details. ∞ Whichever comes first. See your dealer. Δ Visit onstar.ca for vehicle availability, coverage maps, details and system limitations. Services and connectivity vary by model and conditions as well as geographical and technical 
restrictions. 4G LTE service available in select markets. Requires active connected vehicle services and a data plan to access the vehicle’s built-in Wi-Fi hotspot. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Credit card is required for purchase.

FIND YOURS TODAY AT GMCOFFERS.CA

2020 
SIERRA 1500 

CREW CAB ELEVATION

$99 1.9%1.9AT

LEASE FOR $198 
BI-WEEKLY,
THAT’S LIKE FOR 24 MONTHS

WITH $3,500 
DOWN PAYMENT^

WEEKLY

COMPLIMENTARY 2-YEAR/ 
48,000 KM LUBE-OIL-FILTER 
MAINTENANCE ON 2019 MODELSΩ

5-YEAR / 100,000 KM POWERTRAIN 
COMPONENT WARRANTY COVERAGE 
ON 2019 MODELS∞

GMC PRO GRADE 
PROTECTION:

AVAILABLE BUILT-IN 4G LTE
WI-FI® HOTSPOT
(DATA PLAN REQUIRED)∆

2019 NEXT-GENERATION 
SIERRA 1500 CREW CAB ELEVATION

0% 72
FINANCING MONTHS

+ $7,000
FOR 
UP TO

TOTAL VALUE◊

CLEAROUT

2019
ACADIA DENALI

0% 84
FINANCING MONTHSµ

FOR 
UP TO

¥

+

2020
TERRAIN SLE FWD ELEVATION

LEASE FOR $188 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE

$94 1% $0AT WITH

WEEKLY FOR 48 MONTHS DOWN PAYMENT∑

STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE:
GMC PRO SAFETY¤ TECHNOLOGIES, HEATED FRONT SEATS 

AND REMOTE START

+ ELIGIBLE COSTCO MEMBERS RECEIVE

COSTCO
MEMBER
PRICING

500+
COSTCO SHOP CARD*
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iPad 4
16 GB

$12999

iPad Air 2
64 GB

$24999

iPad Air 2

APPLE MacBook Air

$49999

Intel i5 425ou, 
1.3 ghz 4 gig x 128 gig SSD

11" screen • Mojave OS
 

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

iPad 4 iPad Air 2iPad Air 2

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

$17999
FROM

UNLOCKED
APPLE

iPHONES

$24999
Model #HA270

HP ProBook 450 G1

$32999Special

INTEL i3 4000M, 2.4GHZ, 8GB RAM,
500GB HDD, 15.6” HD, Win-OS

ONLY ONLY

FROM

Acer ChromeBook 315

$29999
AMD A4-9120c, 4gig x 32gig, Big 15.6” Screen!!  

Special

Acer ChromeBook 315

DELL OPTIPLEX 
7020 TOWER PC

$32999Special
INTEL i5 4th Gen 3.3GHZ, 8 GB RAM, 500GB HD, Win-OS

DELL OPTIPLEX 

GAMING TOWER!!

$59999Special

Intel i7 6700 3.4ghz 
16gig x 512gig SSD Hard Drive 
Nvidia Quadro K620 Video Card  

Acer 27” 
Gaming Monitor

Only

GAMING TOWER!!

59959999999999

16gig x 512gig SSD Hard Drive 
Nvidia Quadro K620 Video Card  

9999

1.3 ghz 4 gig x 128 gig SSD
11" screen • Mojave OS

iPad Air 2iPad Air 2

Acer 27” 

Second
Location  920 St. David St. N.

FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16 GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32 GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HP ProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE 
MacBook Pro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-787-0006 20 B Arthur St N.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

INTEL i5 4th Gen 3.3GHZ, 8 GB RAM, 500GB HD, Win-OS

Temporarily Relocated www.realitybytescomputers.com

Acer ChromeBook 315
AMD A4-9120c, 4gig x 32gig, Big 15.6” Screen!!  

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

•  Competitive hourly wages
•  Benefits
•  Company pension plan
•  Modern working environment

Our facility expansion is complete and 
we are looking to hire day shift welders 
and a CNC machine operator. Bring your 
resume for an interview (weld test for 
welders) at our upcoming Job Fair.

Also hiring for other positions, including 
painters.

JOB FAIR

9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2020

1270 Geddes Street, Hawkesville

amiattachments.com
1270 Geddes Street, Hawkesville

• DAY SHIFT WELDERS
• CNC MACHINE OPERATORtender, juicy, tasty!

82 Maddison St., W. Monkton, ON • 519-347-9999

to
reserve

call:

ALL STEAK MEALS INCLUDE VEGETABLES,
COLESLAW & MASHED POTATOES OR FRIES 

ADD MUSHROOMS TO 
ANY STEAK FOR 75¢

ADD SMALL GARDEN OR 
CAESAR SALAD FOR $1.75

rib steak................$17.99
n.y. steak ...............$16.99 
sirloin steak ..$15.99

january 24 & 25, 11 am – 7 pm

REGULAR MENU AVAILABLE

two day steak
tender, juicy, tasty!

82 Maddison St., W. Monkton, ON • 519-347-9999

ADD SMALL GARDEN OR 
CAESAR SALAD FOR $1.75
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New Year’s
Resolution 

Promotion  

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Graingerg g
Professional Corporation

ew Year’sew Year’s

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

ew Year’s

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firmfrom your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

For wills & powers of attorney 
completed between Nov. 30/19 
and Jan. 31/20.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 

 $25 OFFPER
PERSON

YOU’RE INVITED
Be a part of this vibrant worship experience

The Watoto Children’s Choir from Uganda, performing a
FREE CONCERT of their new album, “We Will Go”.

10 BARNSWALLOW DRIVE, ELMIRA

THURSDAY NIGHT JANUARY 23, 2020 - 6:30 p.m.

CALL AMOS WEBER  519-501-9256 
or DIANE COOK  226-979-5751 

Amos & Naomi Weber Tours

SATURDAY JAN. 18
FARMERS PLUS BASEMENT
21 CHURCH ST W, ELMIRA  ON

519-669-5475 • 2–4 pm

Please RSVP by Jan 17, 2020

WE INVITE YOU TO 
OUR OPEN HOUSE
TOURS FOR 2020

shoppers into the store. 
Once they’re in, the 
thinking goes, they’ll buy 
enough other regularly 
priced items for the store to 
still make a profit. 

Loss leaders are part of 
our overall shopping cul-
ture. Consumers get a deal, 
and maybe stores benefit 
at the till, where they’re 
clamouring for sales. Food 
retailing is highly compet-
itive in Canada; we contin-
ually rank among the top 
five countries in the world 
that devote the least of our 
take-home pay to food.

But even though Cana-
dians (and Americans) 
dedicate comparatively 
little to our food budget, 
rising food prices are still 
consumers’ biggest con-
cern. So from purely a price 
perspective, Tara’s rela-
tives can hardly be blamed 
for rejoicing about their $4 
Christmas miracle.   

Here, though, is the dif-
ference.

When loss leaders are dry 
goods, such as paper towels 
or toilet paper, few people 
along the supply chain will 
experience hardship or in 
fact hardly even notice.

However, it’s a different 
story when the loss leader 
is something that can be 
connected to your neigh-
bour’s farm, like meat 
or vegetables ... because 
somewhere along the line, 
there’s a chance that farm-
ers are getting shafted. 

Staple foods sold as loss 
leaders create an expecta-
tion that they should always 
be bargain priced. And un-
less farmers have a bottom-
less treasury behind them – 
like some U.S. farmers have 

lately, thanks to their pres-
ident throwing billions of 
dollars of subsidies at them 
– that’s just not possible.

Farming is a business, 
and businesses have to be 
profitable. 

But the U.S. Christmas 
turkey scenario underlines 
how Canadian farmers are 
falling behind and are call-
ing on the federal govern-
ment for help.

Feed is a livestock farm-
er’s biggest expense. U.S. 
farmers who buy feed for 
their animals have been 
getting a bargain since the 
Trump subsidies began. 
They offset the true cost of 
feed production and allow 
U.S. farmers to sell it for less. 
Feed producers don’t need 
to make as much money 
from their crop when they’re 
getting big subsidy pay-
ments from Trump.

As a result, the cost of 
producing animals, like tur-
keys, goes down in the U.S.

Canadian grain produc-
ers don’t have the same 
kind of support as their 
American counterparts. 
But because the U.S. is such 
a huge grain exporter, its 
price is the price that every-
one else is forced to charge. 

In Canada, the price 
and production of turkey 
is controlled. That means 
farmers here have more 
latitude to implement 
animal welfare and food 
safety measures. It doesn’t 
mean turkeys in the U.S. 
are treated inhumanely or 
that their meat is not high 
quality. But the edge goes 
to Canada.

So what’s wrong with a 
$4 turkey?

There’s Tara’s next din-
nertime discussion.

� ROBERTS: Loss leading promos 
shouldn't take from farmers' incomes

FROM 11

vices. Improving the app 
and clarifying information 
will be an ongoing process, 
she added.

“Similarly like we’ve 
done all along, we can 
track the types of items 
that people are looking up 
through the Waste Whiz 
items search and again we 
can target the information 
to hopefully remove some 
of the confusion that peo-

ple have,” she said.
The app has other 

useful features – once a 
user enters their address, 
they’ll have access to their 
personalized calendar. 
The calendar shows the 
specific collection week, 
depending on where the 
resident lives. 

“You’ll get any changes 
that happen, like we just 
went through with the 
holidays, where we don’t 

collect on Christmas or on 
New Year,” added Howard. 
You can set it up to have 
a reminder be sent to you 
either the day of, or a day 
before, or a few days before 
so that you don’t miss the 
bi-weekly garbage collec-
tion.”

Residents can also opt-
in for push notifications, 
which will inform them if 
there is a problem with col-
lection in their neighbour-

hood. Staff are currently 
looking into notifying only 
those affected by each spe-
cific announcement. 

The app is free and can 
be downloaded on the App 
store or Google Play.

Additional information 
on the region’s waste pro-
grams can be found on our 
website at www.regionof-
waterloo.ca/waste or from 
customer service at 519-
575-4400.

FROM 11

�WHIZ: New app is specific to waste collection in Waterloo Region

BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Thanking the Woolwich 
Fire Department, Elmira 
District Community Living 
this week donated $1,000 
to the Floradale station.

Firefighters from Flo-
radale visited a group 
home north of Elmira on 
Reid Woods Road on Mon-
day night, not quite know-
ing what they were getting 
into.

“We didn’t have a clue! 
We thought we’d be having 
a plate of cookies and just 
enjoying time with the resi-
dents,” said district fire chief 
Dennis Frey with a laugh.

Both organizations have 
consistently maintained a 
close partnership, with the 
fire department helping 
with safety inspections, 
fire drills, and educating 
staff as to how to make the 
building as safe as possible. 

EDCL staff expressed 
their gratitude; 12 people 
live in the home, nine of 
whom are in wheelchairs 
and most need assistance 
with personal care and dai-
ly routines. There are just 
two overnight staff at the 

EDCL donates $1,000 as  thank-you to Floradale firefighters

group home.
“It is not an easy task for 

staff to be able to get them 
out of the home in case of a 
fire,” said Cheryl Peterson 
of EDCL. “Over the years, 
Floradale has provided a 
lot of advice and support 
to the staff and manager 
whenever we have needed 
it. It’s time we say ‘thank 
you.’”

The fire department 
will use the money at their 
discretion. In the past, Flo-
radale has purchased a lap-
top, projector for training 

purchases, and defibrilla-
tor with donated money.

“Right now we’re looking 
at getting some reflective 
vests for the guys in their 
personal vehicles so that 
when they respond by 
themselves to an accident 
scene, they’ve got some 
identification on them,” 
said Frey, on possible uses 
of the funding.

Since members of the 
fire department are on call, 
they respond immediately 
to an emergency situation. 
As a result, members of the 

department may not have 
time to change into uni-
form, showing up in street 
clothing instead. This has 
lead to people on scene be-
coming confused as to who 
the firefighters are. 

A reflective vest would 
help to solve that and pro-
vide a form of identifica-
tion, said Frey. Firefighters 
would have access to it any 
time through their person-
al vehicles.

EDCL also donated to the 
Elmira fire station back in 
October.

Elmira District Community Living presented $1,000 to Floradale firefighters Monday night. Taking part were Floradale 
deputy fire chief James Martin, EDCL residential manager Julie Martin-Jansen, EDCL services director Cheryl Peterson 
and district fire chief Dennis Frey.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT

STEPHANIE FORTE
B.A., B.Ed., R.M.T., R.H.N.

www.youarewhatueat .com
Conestogo | 519-569-1616

Holistic Nutrition for Health, Weight 
loss & Management, Digestive Issues

Pre/Post-Natal Doula Services
Massage Therapy 

SINCE 1998

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

The Watoto Children's Choir will be performing music from their new album "We Will Go" in a free concert in Elmira on Jan. 23.  [SUBMITTED]

Gale Presbyterian welcomes the Watoto Children’s Choir, which seeks to raise awareness and funds for Ugandan ministries
Choir to bring the sounds of Africa to Elmira

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

An Elmira church will 
play host to a lively perfor-
mance by an internation-
ally-acclaimed children’s 
choir from Uganda, Africa.

The Watoto Children’s 
Choir brings its high-en-
ergy presentation to Gale 
Presbyterian Church next 
week, a show that features 
music, dance, and person-
al stories of children who 
have been helped by Wato-
to Ministries.

The choir has travelled 
across the world annually 
since 1994, having per-
formed for royalty and 
world leaders at Bucking-
ham Palace in the past, 
all for a good cause. The 
effort to increase aware-
ness about the millions of 
African children orphaned 
by AIDS, poverty, and 
war. Watoto Ministries is 
focused on solving these 
community problems.

“It’s very inspirational,” 
said Gale’s Rev. Scott Sin-
clair. “We’re dealing with 
children who have seen a 
lot of horrors ... who have 
been ripped from their par-
ents, and from where they 
grew up in their home-
lands ... and yet, to see 
them with the joy, with the 
fun, with the exuberance 
that they put into their 
music.

“It gives you a great 
sense of hope, that there 
are some bad things in the 
world, but there are some 
good things, too. The Wa-
toto organization has been 
able to provide hope for 
these people.”

Part of the performance 
is raising awareness for 

the work that the Chris-
tian-based organization 
does: it has set up three 
Watoto villages that house 
widows and orphaned chil-
dren, often society’s most 
vulnerable, where they are 
supported to build their 
lives. 

The model involves 
physical care, medical 
intervention, education, 
employment training, and 
counselling with a strong 
family unit at its centre. As 
well as raising awareness, 
the choir serves as leader-
ship training for the chil-

dren, who learn responsi-
bility while experiencing 
different cultures.

There are about 12 chil-
dren in this particular 
choir group (Canada - Bur-
lington) coming to Elmira, 
accompanied by some 10 
adults who help to mentor 
and chaperone them. Lo-
cal church members have 
volunteered their homes to 
billet the visiting choir and 
its associated members.

“I’ve really been happy 
with the way that the El-
mira community has come 
together to provide every-

thing for them ... such as 
meals, and places to stay,” 
said Sinclair. “Churches 
have stepped up and been 
able to accommodate 
them.”

As of today (Thursday), 
the group is reaching the 
end of their preparation 
week before they take off 
for their performances in 
Ontario. The Watoto Chil-
dren’s Choir will perform 
in Guelph, Kitchener, 
Brantford, Hamilton and 
Ingersoll before the Elmira 
stop on the tour.

Sinclair noted that the 

choir reached out to Gale 
Presbyterian to ask if they 
could perform in the local 
church. The pit stop was fi-
nalized in early December, 
and despite the relatively 
short notice, things have 
been flowing smoothly so 
far. Sinclair described their 
music style as fun and 
toe-tapping. 

“Their music is very live-
ly, very energetic,” noted 
Sinclair. “They’ve got a lot 
of online presence – You-
Tube videos, things like 
that. You really see a lot of 
energy and enthusiasm in 

their music.”
The choir will perform 

music from their new al-
bum “We Will Go,” in the 
free concert taking place 
on January 23 starting at 
6:30 p.m.

“They will take up a love 
offering to support their 
work. All the money that’s 
raised goes to the Watoto 
organization,” said Sin-
clair. “It’s a free concert, 
but they will be passing 
around a plate to ask for 
some support.”

For more information, 
visit www.watoto.com.

A WORLD OF MUSIC

Relive it with a reprint.

Being in the paper is one
of life’s highlights. GET IT IN THE

We have
photos 
to share.

ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

Neruda Arts’ Isabel Cisterna of St. Jacobs received 
$4,500 towards presentation of “Feel the Music,” 
a concert specially conceived and executed for 
the hearing impaired and Nelson Dunk of Elmira 
got $18,000 for “Handmade,” a docu-series of six 
episodes for Bell Media focused on local artisans and 
the maker culture of Waterloo Region as the Region 
of Waterloo Arts Fund this week announced 33 grants 
for a total of $218,100.

Drayton Entertainment will hold auditions for its 
2020 Season Youth Musical Theatre Program 
(YMTP)  Feb. 2 at the Hamilton Family Theatre 
Cambridge. Now in its fifth year, YMTP is an audi-
tioned training program designed provide aspiring 
young performers with the opportunity to learn from 
professional theatre artists, with sessions set for July. 

www.youthmusicaltheatreprogram.com

ARTS GRANTS THEATRICAL YOUTH
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-residential

 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver
Looking for motivated, knowledgeable 
and experienced licensed 310T Truck & 

Coach Technicians for both a LEAD HAND 
and MOBILE position. Both DAY SHIFT 

positions, with Mobile Tech on call 24/7. 

Must be self-starter and strong trouble- 
shooter with excellent communication skills. 

Lead Hand must have proven mentorship 
and leadership of multiple techs. Mobile 
Tech outfitted with one-of-a-kind service 

truck. Extremely competitive wages. 
Comprehensive benefits, uniforms, and 
annual tool and work boot allowance 

provided. Techs use leading edge shop 
technology. Come visit us to see the 

opportunities and build your career with us!

Please call 519-885-9166
and ask to speak to Kyle, or email us at 

kyle@apextruckandtrailer.ca

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery has 
an immediate opening for a motivated 
general laborer. 
Duties include:
chick handling, egg handling and clean-up. 

Competitive wage.

Kitchen Engineer
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 
finishes and installs high quality custom 
cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At 
Woodland, one of our core values is Respect. 
Respect for our team members and respect for 
our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly 
looking for new and innovative ways to make 
our team members jobs easier and more efficient. 
If this sounds like an environment that you would 
be interested in being a part of, please contact us. 

We are looking for a Kitchen Engineer to 
join our team. In this position, you will be 
using Cabinet Vision software, to create 

shop drawings, CNC files and production 
cut lists. In this position you would be 

reporting to our Engineering Manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet Building experience
• Cabinet Install experience would be an asset
• Cabinet Vision experience would be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please send your 

resume to 
laverne@woodlandhorizon.com

or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Specialized transit service for Woolwich, 
Wellesley & Wilmot Townships

Vehicle Cleaning
Team Member

This position will be part of a Vehicle
Cleaning Team for the transit. It is a

part-time evening/weekend position in
Elmira that requires skill in manoeuvering
transit buses (will train). Position involves

interior and exterior cleaning of buses in our
large vehicle bay, with an average of 10 to 15

hours a week depending on the season. 
Excellent remuneration.

Please forward resume to email or address noted 
below by Friday, January 31, 2020.

Only applicants selected for an 
interview will be contacted. 

KIWANIS TRANSIT
13 Industrial Dr. Unit #C Elmira, ON  N3B 2S1

Email: jobs@k-transit.com
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WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

  
Fitter Welder
(minimum 3 years experience)
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.)

 

 

Mig Welder
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.) 
Are you capable of: 
• Layout of plate and sheet metal from       
   blueprints 
• Able to work with minimum supervision 
• High quality workmanship 
• Regular and punctual attendance
• Working day shift or night shift

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

   

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their 

interest but only those considered 
will be contacted.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

DERBECKER'S HERI-
TAGE HOUSE IS SEEK-
ing a part-time Dietary 
Aide. Ideal candidates 
must be willing to obtain 
Food Service Worker Cer-
ti c te. end resu e to  
pamderbeckerheritage-
house@sympatico.ca

HIGHLY MOTIVATED, 
MECHANICALLY MIND-
ed with profession peo-
ple skills person needed 
for rewarding and chal-
lenging troubleshooting 
position in growing 
professional trade com-
pany. Willing to train but 
any electrical/mechani-
cal repair experience an 
asset. Wage according 
to abilities and perfor-
mance. Performance 
incentives. Email resume 
to glpwds@gmail.com or 
call 519-949-4083

PART-TIME HELP WANT-
ED EXPERIENCED FARM 
helper needed, to main-
tain small orchard, start-
ing in April 2020. Farm 
in Milton, one hour from 

Elmira. Paid each day 
in cash, $400.00 per 
day. 3 bedroom house 

il le. ele one  
905-876-2606, fax 905-
819-8379

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed bag. 

cri ce . eli er  
available $35. 519-635-
8737.

AUCTIONS

SAT JAN 18 AT 10:00 
AM - LIVE WEBCAST 
toy auction of approx 
400 high end tractors; 
toys; and machinery 
including Allis Chalm-
ers; JD; Case; CIFES; 
literature; and much 
more at the St. Jacobs 
community centre 29 
Parkside Dr. St Jacobs. 
To view catalogue www.
jantziauctions.hibid.
com. Jantzi Auctions 
Ltd. 519 656 3555

MON JAN 20 AT 
7:00PM - ONLINE ONLY 
auction closing including 
Nascar; Dale Earnhardt; 

Hotwheels; die cast; First 
Gear and much much 
more. Jantzi Auctions 
Ltd. www.jantziauctions.
hibid.com 519 656 3555

AUCTION SALE OF 
GOOD HOME FURNISH-
ings, antiques, collect-
ibles, pottery, tools and 
miscellaneous items, to 
be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, 
for Jon Wine, Breslau, & 
additions, on Saturday, 

nu r  t    
a.m. 

SAT. JAN 25 AT 10:00 
AM - PROPERTY AUC-
tion of a cozy 4 bed-
room brick bungalow 
with possible inlaw 
suite at 109 Schluet-
er St. Cambridge. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd.  
519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.
com

SAT. JAN 25 AT 1:00 
PM - AUCTION SALE 
of Kitchen Kuttings 
Inc. of display units; 
drop leaf tables; super 
winch lift; lighting 

and much more at 2 
Arthur St. S. in Elmira 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd.  
519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.
com

MON FEB 3 AT 7:00 
PM - ONLINE ONLY 
auction closing of 
Military items; die 
cast toys; and much 
more. www.jantzi-
auct ions.hibid.com. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd.  
519 656 3555

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking,  
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141.
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AUCTION SALE
Of

Good home furnishings, antiques, 
collectibles, tools and miscellaneous items, 

to be held at the K.W. Khaki Club,
2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south of Wellesley, 

for Jon Wine, Breslau, & additions, on

SATURDAY, JAN. 25TH @ 9:30 A.M.

ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES:  3 pc. 
bedroom suite.  Buffet.  12 light flat wall 
cupboard top. Cherry lamp table with drawer.  
Washstand.  Bookcase. 2 pocket watches (Elco, 
Elgin). Humidor.  Quilts.  Assorted signed milk 
bottles.  Local calendars and thermometers.  
Silverwoods wooden crate.  Sporting & other 
hardcover books.  6 Beswick horses.  Beswick 
dogs and cat.  Ross Butler Holstein bull & cow 
prints (framed).  plus much more.  
POTTERY – An extensive collection (200 
pieces) including crocks, jugs, miniature 
pieces, waterers, churns, flower pots, vases, 
bowls, bottles, etc. (both glazed and unglazed 
pieces), lots of redware, numerous mottled 
pieces.  Many of local decent that were found 
in Elmira, Breslau, Cambridge, Kitchener, 
Paris, Guelph, Brantford, Wellesley, Paisley, 
Mount Forest, Listowel, Hamilton, etc. (Jon 
documented purchase location and other info 
in many instances).  Good assortment of old 
radios (see wed for details).  
HOUSEHOLD:  “Leather By Man” matching 
sofa & entertainment chairs, reclining, 
white/cream colour, excellent. Leather 
matching sofa & arm chair, cream/yellow, 
excellent. Burgundy leather reclining 
loveseat. Leather wing chair.  2 good queen 
box spring & mattress sets.  Cherry drop leaf 
table, excellent. 6 matching cherry chairs.  
2 matching leather bar stools. Solid wood 
desk and credenza. Office chairs. 20 X 20in. 
butcher block. Curio cabinet. Cedar chest 
with drawer. 54 & 42in. TV’s. Electronics.  
Horizon Fitness T101 power tread mill, 
excellent. Teeter “Hang Ups” back stretcher 
machine. Goliath bench press.  Silverware in 
chest. Patio furniture. Master Forge propane 
barbeque, good. Full cases of new beer 
glasses from a variety of companies.  Excess 
pub inventory (majority new).  
TOOLS:  Craftex 335mm (13in.) band saw.  
Craftex 6in. jointer.  Delta Model 22-560C 
thickness planer.  Drill press.  Router. Husky 
tools chest. Hand tools.  Also, Cub Cadet 
mower, self-propelled, 1 yr. old.  5hp snow 
blower. Benjamin Classic Model 33000 - 
.22 caliber pellet gun, break barrel, scope, 
good. American Classic pellet pistol gun. 
Powermate 5hp air compressor.  Garden 
tools, etc.  
NOTE – See www.gerberauctions.net for 
photos & detailed listing.  
TERMS – Cash, debit or cheque with I.D.  
10% buyer’s premium.

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

Prime commercial space available 
for lease in downtown Elmira on 
Arthur St. S.  1,105 sq. ft.  Ideal for 
office or medical related businesses. 
2-piece washroom.  Front & rear ac-
cess. Available immediately.  $13.00/
sq. ft.  Exclusive.

83 B ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

AUCTIONEERS:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION SALE
For Kitchen Kuttings Inc at  

2 Arthur St. South Elmira on:
Saturday January 25 at 1:00 PM
Kitchen Kuttings has been growing and 
now has expanded and bought another 

location down the street.

CONSISTING OF: quantity of displays; 
solid wood cherry display; Schaefer 6ft 
high 2 door display cooler; General 6ft wide 
glass front display cooler; 4 electronic cash 
registers; battery operated super winch lift; 
track lighting; tables; chairs; wood shelving 
units; smaller display units; stainless steel 
coffee maker; store signs; corner mirror; 
drop leaf tables; glass front wood displays; 
and a variety of excess inventory. Note: Be 
on time, only a one hour auction, items must 
be out by Wednesday January 29.

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

AUCTION

AUCTION

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

 $2,250,000 | 3rd Concession (Lebanon) 
Farm 3rd Concession. Quality land only 15 months from organic certification. 
Farm is fully fenced.  2 Weather All outbuildings. 17 acres bush. Beautiful custom 
built home (ICF) construction, open concept. finished basement, 3+1 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths, Numerous features.  MLS  Call Dale Direct

$439,000  |  Drayton   
This large brick Grand home has many potential uses.. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
FOUR sunrooms, attached garage with a work room out back, high ceilings, 
natural woodwork, a key hole stained glass window and a huge lot with 
possibilities. A great family home, or B&B. MLS Call Dale Direct 

JUST LISTED | $996,000  |  Near Drayton   
I.3 acre beautifully landscaped Cape Cod home with a grannie flat/1bedroom 
apt. 3+1 bedrooms, 4 baths, 20 x 38 hobby shop, large garden shed pool, on a 
paved road. The rooms are spacious, great room w fp and soating ceiling, open 
concept kitchen and dining.  Totally finished basement. MLS Call Dale.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20 & 40kg's, Ice melt 
comes in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

AUTOMOTIVE

1963 PLYMOUTH FURY 
3 IN EXCELLENT 
shape. Everything is 
gone over, turn key, per-

fect for cruise nights, 
runs good. Can be 
bought for low price of 
$12,000. Owned by a 
mechanic. Call 519-502-
3147.

RENTALS

ONE BEDROOM 1ST 
FLOOR APARTMENT 
with granite countertops, 
hardwood & ceramic 
floors. Includes in-suite 
laundry, microwave, 
dishwasher, fridge, 
stove, A/C, locker, pri-
vate porch. $1190.00/
month plus hydro. 
Available Feb. 1. Call 
289-242-1736 or email 
duke3erb@gmail.com. 
Visit dukeoferb.ca.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-
7539 or email ron.
spncr@gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

THE SHAREHOLDERS 
OF THE ELMIRA FARM-
ers' Shed will hold their 
Annual Meeting in the 
Farmer's Plus Board 
Room on Fri. Jan. 31, 
2019 at 1:30 p.m.
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BOOK AN AD: ads.observerxtra.com/ads

 

Buying or 
selling?selling?
We're
your #1
source
for
local real 
estate.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

as a Temporary Use until March 7, 2020.
The purpose of the application is to extend the Temporary Use By-law for an additional 
three-year period to allow the mobile home to remain on the property.  The mobile home is 
currently occupied by the applicant’s sister-in-law.

APPEAL RIGHTS
TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal 
the decision of the Township of Woolwich to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal but the 
person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the by-law is passed, the person or public 
body is not entitled to appeal the decision.
AND TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body does not make oral submissions at 
a public meeting, or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the 
by-law is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of 
an appeal before the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, 
there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.
NOTIFICATION
If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments about the 
proposed change in writing to the Township of Woolwich.  Any comments received on or 
before February 4, 2020 (Note that this date is before the public meeting) will be included 
in a report prepared by Engineering and Planning Services and presented at the Public 
Meeting.  Any comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a 
decision on the applications, will also be considered.
The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the 
authority of the Planning Act and may form part of the public record which may be 
released to the public.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of 
creating a record that is available to the general public at the Committee of the Whole 
and Council meetings.  Please note that while the Committee of the Whole and Council 
may redact some personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers, 
your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.  Questions about this 
collection should be directed to the Records and Freedom of Information Offi cer at 519-
669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.
 SPEAKING AT THE PUBLIC MEETING
The public is invited to speak to this proposal as part of the public meeting. However, if you 
would like to speak at the February 11th public meeting, please register as a delegation in 
advance of the meeting by contacting the Township’s Clerk offi ce, on or before 4:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, February 6th as follows:
Contact Sarah Goldrup by phone 519-669-6004, 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6004, or by email 
at sgoldrup@woolwich.ca
Or visit www.woolwich.ca/delegations for more information on speaking before Council 
and to register through the online delegation request form
Unregistered delegations will also be invited to speak at the February 11th meeting, but 
will be limited to fi ve minutes. 

MORE INFORMATION
The public may view planning documents and background material relating to this 
application at the Township of Woolwich, Engineering and Planning Services Department 
between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday, or on the Township website at 
www.woolwich.ca

Questions or written submissions may be directed to:
Township of Woolwich
Engineering and Planning Services Department
Box 158
24 Church Street West
Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 16th day of January 2020.

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION
AND PUBLIC MEETING

Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at   7:00 p.m.
Township Council Chambers

24 Church Street West, Elmira

Take Notice that in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, the 
Township of Woolwich has received a complete application for the following proposed Zone 
Change applications more specifi cally described below.  This notice will summarize the 
details of the applications and includes a location map.  Please be advised that Notice of 
a Complete Application does not indicate whether the municipality is in support of, or in 
opposition to the proposals.  That determination will be made at a later date.
The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Sections 34 of the Planning 
Act, to consider the following Zone Change applications.  No decisions will be made at this 
meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information to the public and agencies and to 
receive comments and information from them.

Zone Change Application 
1/2020
Robert and Lisa Shuh – 6515 Line 
86
The subject property is located at 
6515 Line 86 and described as 
GCT Part Lots 52, 68 and 69, Plan 
58R-3333 Part 2 (see Map 1).  The 
property is designated Rural Land 
Use and Restricted Land Use in the 
Township Offi cial Plan and is zoned 
Agricultural (A) with site specifi c 
provisions permitting a mobile 
home as a Temporary Use until 
March 7, 2020.  The 46 hectare 
property, bisected by the Kissing 
Bridge Trail, has an apple growing 
operation and contains a mobile 
home and driving shed.
The purpose of the application is to extend the Temporary Use By-law, for an additional 
three year period, to allow the mobile home to remain on the property as the primary 
residence for farm help related to the apple growing operation.  The mobile home is located 
to the rear of the property adjacent to 
the Kissing Bridge Trail.

Zone Change Application 
2/2020
Harvey and Selinda Sauder – 1175 
New Jerusalem Road
The 20 hectare property is located 
at 1175 New Jerusalem Road and 
described as German Company 
Tract Part Lot 33 in the Township of 
Woolwich (see Map 2).  The property 
is designated Rural Land Use and 
Restricted Land Use Area in the 
Township’s Offi cial Plan and is zoned 
Agricultural (A) with site specifi c 
provisions permitting a mobile home 
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!
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Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to discuss the 
2020 Draft Water and Wastewater Budgets and changes to the water and wastewater 
rates at the Council meeting on January 21, 2020 commencing at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers, Municipal Offi ce, 24 Church Street West, Elmira.

Richard Petherick, CPA, CMA
Director of Finance & Treasurer

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Technical Advisory Group (TAG)
Thursday, January 23, 2020

• 6:00 p.m. GeoEnviroPro Webinar on Human Health Risk Assessment
• 6:30 p.m. Public Meeting

Council Chambers, 2nd Floor
Administration Building, 24 Church Street West, Elmira

Lutz, Lorna May  
(nee Bosomworth)

Peacefully passed away on Monday, 
January 13, 2020 at Elgin Lodge, Port 
Elgin, at the age of 92. Beloved wife 
of the late Roland Lutz (2000). Loved 
mother of Sandra and Gary Martin 
of Waterloo and Leslie and Murray 
Esbaugh of Elmira. Lovingly remem-
bered by her grandchildren Jane 
(Jeremy) Halenda, Michael (Novelena) 
Martin; Stephen (Pamela) Esbaugh, 
and Amy (Jason) Hamburger; and 
great-grandchildren Sophie and Reese 
Halenda, Manaisha, Shanaia, and 
Kallan Martin; Boston Esbaugh, and 
Cohen and Lucy Hamburger. Dear sis-
ter of Myrta Beisel and sister-in-law of 
Florence Bosomworth and Rod Lutz. 
Predeceased by her parents Charles 
and May (Stickney) Bosomworth, sis-
ters Rennie and Bernice, and brothers 
Murrel, Gerald, and Charles Bosom-
worth. At Lorna’s request cremation 
has taken place. A Celebration of Life 
will be held in the spring.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Annie
Passed away peacefully at her home 
on Thursday, January 9, 2020 at the 
age of 76 years. Annie (Martin) Martin 
was the wife of Harvey B. Martin of 
RR2, Elmira. Mother of Naomi Martin 
of RR 1, Ariss, Miriam and Emanuel 
Gingrich, of RR 1, Ariss, Cleason and 
Martha of West Montrose, Erla and 
Joseph Gingrich of RR 2, Elmira, Anna 
and Edward Shantz of Wellesley Town-
ship. Grandmother of 16 grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren. Sister of 
Lovina Brubacher of Mine Centre, El-
len and Simeon B. Martin of Listowel, 
Lena B. Martin of Ariss, Clarence B. 
and Erla Martin of Listowel, Mahlon 
and Erma Martin of Fordwich. Sister-
in-law of Mildred (Mrs. Amsey) Martin 
of St. Jacobs and Malinda (Mrs. Urias) 
Martin of Dorking. Predeceased by her 
parents Clarence B. and Magdalena 
(Brubacher) Martin, brothers Amsey 
Martin (2016), his first wife Almeda 
(Sittler), and his second wife Eileen 
(Frey), Urias Martin (2017) and his first 
wife Marion (Frey), and brother-in-law 
Israel Brubacher. Visiting was held 
on Saturday, January 11, 2020 from 
1-5 p.m., and on Sunday, January 12, 
2020 from 1-5 p.m. at the family home, 
1296 Balsam Grove Road, RR 2, Elmira. 
Family service took place at the home 
on Monday, January 13, 2020 at 9 a.m., 
then to Winterbourne Mennonite 
Meeting House for burial and public 
service. Arrangements entrusted to 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

F A M I LY  A L B U M

OBITUARY OBITUARY OBITUARY BIRTHDAY

DEATH NOTICES

Ellen Krahn’s 
70th Birthday Open House

Please drop by our Open House and join us 
in celebrating with Ellen and blessing her 

on her special day!

Sunday February 2, 2020 from 2 – 5pm
Emmanuel Evangelical Missionary Church

2 First Street, West  Elmira

Ellen has been a blessing in each of our lives.

Best wishes and favourite memories only please.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Hachman, Ewald
Of Hanover, slipped peacefully into 
the arms of Jesus while surrounded by 
his family, on Friday, January 10, 2020. 
He is survived by his wife Louise (nee 
Israel), his sons Murray (Patty) of Elmi-
ra and Dwayne (Kristyn) of Hanover.  
Beloved Grandfather to Justin, Amy, 
Kaitlyn, and Kaylia.  Brother-in-law 
Murray (Cindy) Israel of Windsor, and 
many nieces and nephews.  Son of the 
late Magdalena Huenemoerder and 
Ernest (Otto) Hachman.  Predeceased 
by his brother Harold and sister Wilma 
(Allan) Wedow.

Ewald’s love for children and nature 
was evident in everything that he did 
throughout his almost 86 years.  He was 
employed by Wellington County School 
Board for 32 years (Yatton, Drayton Sr, 
Alma Public); the last 17 of which, he 
served as principal at Drayton Sr and 
Alma Public.  His passion for service 
showed in his role as Sunday School 
superintendent and teacher for 25 
years at First St. Matthews Lutheran in 
Hanover. He was involved with many 
church and community services, in-
cluding Meals on Wheels for over 20yrs.  
In his 32 years of retirement, he was an 
avid traveller and enjoyed gardening; 
he was always amazed at the miracle 
of watching a seed grow.  Ewald will 
be fondly remembered for his love of 
music, and singing in choirs.

Visitation will be held at Mighton 
Funeral Home, Hanover, on Tuesday, 
January 14, 2020, from 2-4 and 7-9 pm.  
A Funeral Service will be held at First St. 
Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Hanover, 
on Wednesday, January 15, 2020, at 11 
am. Rev. Robert Clifford officiating. 
Interment in Hanover Cemetery.  

Special thanks to the doctors, nurses, 
and staff at Hanover & District Hospital 
for their care and attention. In lieu 
of flowers, donations can be made to 
Lutheran Hour, Lutheran Bible Trans-
lators, or Residential Hospice of Grey-
Bruce – South Build.  Condolences may 
be sent may be sent to the family at:

www.mightonfuneralhome.ca

DARROCH, HAROLD LESLIE - Of Hamilton, and 
formerly of Elmira passed away at Hamilton 
General Hospital on Tuesday, January 7, 2020 
in his 89th year.

GERVAIS, ALMEDA (SHOEMAKER) -Peacefully 
passed away on Friday, January 3, 2020 at 
Derbecker's Heritage House, St. Jacobs, at the 
age of 74.

HORST,GEORGE M. - Passed away peacefully 
at his home, RR1, Wallenstein on Saturday, 
January 11, 2020, at the age of 87 years.

MCLEOD, ROBERT - Passed away peacefully 
at Hospice Wellington, Guelph, on Sunday, 
January 12, 2020 at the age of 73. Bob of 
Elmira, formerly of Whitby.

#1NEWS SOURCE
I N  T H E  R E G I O N
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FAMILY ALBUM ANNOUNCEMENTS

100% LOCAL
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Mandela: Struggle for Freedom opens at the 
Waterloo Region Museum in Kitchener on Feb. 7. 
A sensory experience of imagery, soundscape, 
digital media and objects is used to explore 
the fight for justice and human dignity in South 
Africa, and its relevance to issues of today.  

www.waterlooregionmuseum.ca

Conrad Grebel University College at the University of 
Waterloo will examine Mennonite agriculture around 
the world and how this vocation directly impacts the 
lives of farmers. “Food & Faith: Mennonites Farming 
Locally and Globally” will explore these themes in a 
film screening and a breakfast panel on Jan. 31 and 
Feb. 1.

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Did you know?
We offer a shuttle service and loaner vehicles!  

Whether you just need a ride to home or work we are 
happy to help. If you have your vehicle with us on a 
busy day, feel free to inquire about our loaner vehicle 
availability.

These options are here for your convenience! 
Maintaining your car and your Schedule.

-Leroy’s Auto Care

FOLLOWING MANDELA FOOD & FAITH

Gebre Berlihun is WCHC's new health promoter, taking over after the retirement of Joy Finney. Originally from Ethiopia, he was at the Kitchener Downtown Community Health Centre for 20 years.

The new face of health promotion
BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

There’s a new face around 
the Woolwich Community 
Health Centre.

Gebre Berlihun has 
taken on the role of pub-
lic health promoter after 
the retirement of 25-year 
employee Joy Finney in 
October.

Berlihun brings a wealth 
of experience to the job 
himself, having previ-
ously served as a health 
planner for the Kitchener 
Downtown Community 
Health Centre for the past 
20 years. So what brings 
him to the rural part of the 
region?

“Sometimes you need a 
change. I like the place I 
worked at, but I was look-
ing to slow down ... so I 
found this rural communi-
ty,” said Berlihun, noting 
that the switch has indeed 
given him the change he 
was looking for.

“The focus is now more 
on the relationship than 
on the task ... building 
relationships, building 
rapport, getting to know 
people ... it’s a different 
environment, a different 
setting for sure.”

The transition has been 
relatively smooth, he add-
ed, having plenty of WCHC 
staff to give direction when 
needed. But he is still 
adapting to the new envi-
ronment. The population 
he deals here in Woolwich 
is brand-new to him, and 
among the biggest changes 
in the new role. 

“In terms of health is-
sues and promotion issues, 
there are very similar top-
ics and similar ideas,” said 

Berlihun. “But in terms of 
population ... I might see a 
number of seniors around 
here. Versus in downtown 
core you deal more with 
homeless and imbalance 
issues.”

Berlihun makes sure to 
stay heavily involved in 
the community – he also 
teaches a masters of social 
work program part-time 
at WLU. He also served as 
president of the church 
board at the Debre-Sina 
Kidane Mihret Ethiopi-
an Orthodox Tewahado 
Church, located on Kramp 
Road in Breslau.

“I am also involved with 

community organizing 
with different groups, 
whether that’s with 
seniors, multicultural 
groups, I’ve been involved 
with the community out-
side my work,” said Berli-
hun. 

He grew up in Ethio-
pia, Africa, and came to 
Canada in 1999 to study at 
Laurier. He noted many 
surprising similarities be-
tween the town he grew up 
in and the catchment area 
that he now serves.

“Last week I was meeting 
one of the Low-German 
community leaders in 
their house, and I ended 

up having a conversation 
for two-and-a-half hours,” 
said Gebre.

“It is like more storytell-
ing – I was telling my story, 
they were telling me about 
the Old Order Mennonites. 
There are many similar-
ities in terms of fears, in 
terms of religion, also in 
terms of communities 
coming together during 
good times, bad times, all 
those kind of things we 
have been discussing. I feel 
I’m going back to Ethiopia 
in that sense.”

Currently, he stays busy 
organizing health educa-
tion series for the WCHC. 

An upcoming one is enti-
tled “Loneliness: The Im-
pact on Health and Ways to 
Reach Out and Connect.” 
Guest speaker John Lord 
will address the impact 
of loneliness on health 
and ways to combat it and 
reach out to improve qual-
ity of life. The session is 
completely free and takes 
place in late-February.

Other events in the se-
ries include Understand-
ing Seniors Consumers 
Protection, Rights and 
Scam, Rethinking Aging, 
Detoxification for Gener-
al Health,  Advance Care 
Planning and the Law, Sea-

sonal Affective Disorder, 
Hearing Aid Information 
Session, among others. 

Berlihun said that he has 
been encouraged with the 
turnout with events thus 
far.

“My first environment 
was with a grief event,” 
said Berlihun. “When I 
saw more than 20, up to 
100 people at the event, I 
was surprised. That means 
the motivation and the 
interest to come as a com-
munity looks like ... a bit 
different than the cities.

“There is a sense of 
community that is easy to 
bring people together.”

CHANGING OF THE GUARD

Gebre Berlihun, who spent 20 years in a similar role in Kitchener, takes over at the Woolwich Community Health Centre
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The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are o�ered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

 
 
  

519.669.5105
 A A  A  

   A

www.mgmill.com

A A  A
  

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

MONDAY, JANUARY 20

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB. COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS 
invites you to join us for a light lunch and fellowship at 
Woolwich Memorial Centre at noon, $7. Call 519-664-1900 
by noon Jan. 16 to sign up.

 � WOOLWICH GARDENERS SPEAKER SEAN JAMES 
"Growing Gracefully: The Evolution of a Garden from Young 
to Mature" Open to the public. Non-members $5. Trinity 
United Church, Elmira at 7:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 21 

 � TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
11:30 a.m. Menu: ham and scalloped potatoes, hot 
vegetable, salad, bread, dessert & beverage. Cost: $12; 10 
Barnswallow Dr., Elmira 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22

 � SENIORS' COMMUNITY DINING. COMMUNITY CARE 
Concepts invites you to join us for lunch, fellowship and 
entertainment at Linwood Community Centre, noon, $12. 
Call 519-664-1900 by noon on Jan. 20 to sign up.

 � YOUNG AT HEART SOCIAL CLUB. PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN 
afternoon of crafts and cards at St. Clements Community 
Centre at 1 p.m. We will be painting River Rock Mandalas 
and enjoying snacks and friendship.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25

 � SPAGHETTI DINNER & SALAD BAR AT THE ELMIRA LEGION. 
Two sittings, 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets can be purchase in 
advance at the Legion or call 519-669-2932. Adults $10, 
children 5 - 10 yrs $4, under 5 yrs $2.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8

 � MARYHILL KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS AND CWL VALENTINE 
Supper at Maryhill Heritage Park Community Centre. Doors 
open at 4:30 p.m. There are two seatings, 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Rolled ribs, ham, mashed potatoes etc., followed by co�ee 
tea and dessert. Tickets are $20 per adult and $12 for 
children 5-11 years old. 5 and under free. Advance tickets 
only. Mike Runstedler 519-648-3394, Doug Zinger 519-648-
2939, Jackie Peacock 519-823-5194.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9

 � MOONLIGHT HIKE ON TRAILS IN THE SANDY HILLS 
Regional Forest, 6 p.m. Join members of the Woolwich 
Trails Group as we explore some of the many trails in the 
Sandy Hills Regional Forest after dark, for approximately 
one and a half hours. Come dressed for the conditions. 
Feel free to bring a small flashlight but hopefully we will not 
need them. Please RSVP nancy.stayzer@gmail.com if you 
are able to join us.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12

 � SENIORS' COMMUNITY DINING AT CALVARY UNITED 
Church, St. Jacobs. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us at noon for lunch, fellowship and entertainment. 
Call 519-664-1900 by noon Feb. 10 to sign up.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13

 � EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS, 10:30 A.M. AT WOODSIDE 
Church Elmira."Country Clem" Stand-Up Comedy and Music: 
Don Vair. Devotional Thoughts: Claude Martin. Suggested 
donation of $7 includes lunch.

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT BRESLAU COMMUNITY 
Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to join us at 
noon for a light lunch and fellowship, $7. Call 519-664-1900 
by noon Feb. 10 to sign up.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17

 � WOOLWICH GARDENERS PRESENTS JANET COX (JOHN'S 
Nursery) "Organic Landscaping and Gardening for the Birds 
+ Bees + Me" at Trinity United Church, 7 p.m. Please bring 
in-door footwear. Non-members $2. Public welcome!

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

T he calendar says 
mid-January, so it’s 
definitely winter-

time, though we’ve cer-
tainly had more than a few 
fluctuations in the weather, 
even just in the last week 
alone. Still, even in the 
absence of snow and biting 
cold at times, it’s been the 
kind of damp you feel in 
your bones. 

It’s a good time for hearty 
soups and stews – take this 
Jerk Pork and Vegetable 
Stew, for instance. It’s got 
plenty of substance and 
can be made with local in-
gredients even as we’re still 
far removed from the tra-
ditional growing season, as 
Ontario’s greenhouses are 
in high gear.

Quick and simple to 
prepare, the ingredients 
can be thrown together in 
a slow-cooker turned down 
low for six to eight hours so 
that a meal is ready when 
you get home at the end of 
the day. As outlined below, 
this recipe serves four.

Jerk Pork and 
Vegetable Stew

1 sweet red pepper, chopped
3 cups peeled, cubed butter-
nut squash (about 1 lb/500 g)
1 Tbsp. vegetable oil

Time for something warming, 
with a touch of spice

CHEF'S TABLE

1-1/2 lb pork shoulder, 
trimmed and cut into cubes
1 onion, chopped
1 clove garlic, minced
1 Tbsp. minced fresh ginger-
root
2 Tbsp. all-purpose flour
1/2 tsp. salt
Pinch pepper
1/2 cup low-sodium chicken 
broth
1 Tbsp. jerk paste (or to taste)
2 Tbsp. chopped fresh 
coriander
3 green onions, sliced

1. Place red pepper and squash 
in slow-cooker. 

2. In large non-stick skillet, heat 
oil over medium heat. Cook 
pork, in batches, until browned, 
about 5 minutes. 

3. Place in slow-cooker. 

4. Add onion, garlic and ginger 
to skillet and cook until lightly 
softened, 2 to 3 minutes. Stir 
flour, salt and pepper into onion 
mixture.

5. In medium bowl, whisk broth 
and jerk paste until smooth; stir 
into skillet and bring to simmer. 
Pour over pork and vegetables. 

6. Cover and cook on Low for 6 
to 8 hours or until pork and veg-
etables are tender. Sprinkle with 
coriander and green onions.
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BRAIN FOOD

That you have a phone number can be traced to the measles
Q.  How did an epidemic 
of measles lead to the 
introduction of phone 
numbers?

A.  At one time, all phone 
calls were local, and local 
operators, knowing their 
community well, could 
correctly and quickly con-
nect phone calls person to 
person, no numbers needed, 
says Dan Lewis in his book 
“The Soviets Invaded Wis-
consin?!”  That all changed 
in 1879, when Lowell, Mas-
sachusetts experienced a 
measles epidemic, threat-
ening to shut down phone 
communication if all four of 
its local operators became 
ill.  Outside operators could 
not readily step in.

Enter Dr. Moses Greeley 

Parker, who proposed that 
a unique ID number be as-
signed to each of the rough-
ly 200 phone customers in 
the town, corresponding to 
their location on the internal 
switchboard.  Then, a call-
er ringing up the operator 
would merely provide that 
ID number, affording a cor-
rect connection.  Although 
many customers originally 
objected to being “reduced 
to an arbitrary set of num-
bers,” reason eventually pre-
vailed:  Dr. Parker’s solution 
was seen as the best way to 
prevent the measles from 
stopping phone service.  
Lowell, Massachusetts thus 
became the first town in the 
U.S. with phone numbers.

 
Q.  Human lifespan is 

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

about 80 years while dogs 
typically live 12 years or 
so, suggesting 1 dog year 
= 7 human years.  But 
what’s very misleading 
about this rule of thumb?

A. A recent DNA-based 
study by UC San Diego pro-
fessor Trey Ideker and his 
colleagues found that dis-
tinct life stages – infant, ju-
venile, adolescent, mature, 
senior – can be identified in 
both humans and Labra-
dor dogs.  However, if you 
plot when these life stages 
start in humans against 
when they start in dogs you 
end up with a curve, not a 
line like the rule of thumb 
assumes.  Puppies age far 
more quickly than infants, 
with a 2-year-old dog being 

physiologically comparable 
to a middle-aged human.  
The aging of elderly dogs, on 
the other hand, slows way 
down, with 1 old-dog year 
approaching 1 old-person 
year.  The “1 dog year = 7 
human years” rule is only 
briefly true, for dogs around 
2-3 years of age.

Such life-stage analysis 
also appears to work for 
mice and may be applicable 
to many mammal species, 

note the authors.  The DNA 
techniques used in this study 
“… may provide a compelling 
tool in the quest to under-
stand aging and identify in-
terventions for maximizing 
healthy lifespan.”

 
Q.  One day in April 1895, 
London’s Westminster 
Gazette headlined: “Arrest 
of Oscar Wilde, Yellow 
Book Under His Arm.”  
The Irish poet-playwright 
was found guilty of gross 
indecency (homosexuali-
ty) and spent two years in 
prison.  What’s the signifi-
cance of the yellow book?

A.  “The sinful implications 
of such books had come 
from France, where, from 
the mid-nineteenth century, 

sensationalist literature had 
been not-so-chastely pressed 
between vivid yellow covers,” 
writes Kassia St. Clair in her 
book, “The Secret Lives of 
Color.”  It was a marketing 
ploy.  Yellow books appear 
in two of Vincent van Gogh’s 
paintings from the 1880s, 
and for van Gogh and many 
other thinkers and artists 
of the time, “the color itself 
came to stand as the symbol 
of the age and their rejec-
tion of repressed Victorian 
values.”  The last decade of 
the nineteenth century be-
came known as the “Yellow 
Nineties.”

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Pukes out, words or 

dinner
5. Snake chopper
10. Young seal
15. You must pick, not 

both
16. Floating boxer
18. Golden arches 

"owner"
20. Ukraine horseman
23. Towards Latin
24. Hey homie!
25. Thick, like soup or 

fog
26. Fancy college 

league
27. Dogmatically, one 

per protein
29. Newspaper under-

writer
31. Close, with or with-

out it
32. Isn't
34. Co�n nail
37. Exist
38. Totally cut up
40. Slartibartfast's pride 

- he won an award 
for all the fiddly bits 
in Norway you know.

42. Indeterminate pile
43. Young hog

45. Glitters, untarnished 
by time

48. Jack-in-the-pulpit, 
e.g.

49. Spray-paint guide
50. Someday, we all 

must
51. Can't touch this. 

____! Hammertime!
52. What the salon does 

to your earlobe
53. Famous photo 

company
54. Egg layer
55. Job search king in 

Canada
56. To direct a cow, 

ironically
57. __ then, else
59. The machine pistol 

everyone recognizes
60. Colon cleanser
61. Expired
62. One, not in particu-

lar, exists
63. Basically, what gets 

the computer going
64. If you were in it, 

you wouldn't be, 
ironically

DOWN
1. Fancy do's
2. Roman for the way
3. Expired
4. Metal waste
6. Belonging to the 

group
7. Alternate spelling of 

bruh, bro
8. Radio ranging
9. Not one in particular, 

but one
10. They are on first!
11. Hello, hey, hola
12. See, surreptitiously, 

perhaps
13. General orange car, 

mad for jumping
14. Chatter
17. World has two, for 

now
19. Bad bladder
21. Togetherness in time
22. Tie many knots with 

sticks
28. Puked out, words or 

dinner, more fancily
30. Vandalized
31. What did in the 

Titanic, familiarly
33. Prepare to golf
35. Stick to
36. Wards, morrow, tally

39. Short term memory
41. Swerve on the road 

to avoid one, ironi-
cally

44. Story upon time
46. "____? Don't talk 

to me about ____." 
-Marvin the paranoid 
android

47. My a�ectionate one
48. Sp, h, l, m, g, p
49. Original tarnish
51. Socially awkward
52. "Now I defy a tenet 

gallantly / Of circle 
canon law: these 
integers"

53. Where's your head 
__?!

58. Fine adroitness
59. Muse of Heaven
60. What the secret 

holder does to the 
press

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapses. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

(General Secretary of 
Mennonite World Conference) 

Preaching

Cesar Garcia

Looking for a faith community that's close to home? Start here. If you 

want to see your church listed here and want to reach over 12,000 

homes every week call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext104.

TRAVEL ABROAD WITH THE OBSERVER

Names: Terry, Cassie, Sami, Cam and 
Nate Martin

Location: Ocean Blue and Sand Re-
sort, Punta Cana, Dominican Republic

Reason for travel: Vacation. A much 
needed getaway for my kids and I. 
This photo was taken at the entrance 
of the resort just before we left.

Date: January 8, 2019

Interesting Facts: The Punta Cana 
International Airport is the primary 
airport. In 2014, Punta Cana received 
over 2.4 million passengers, making 
it the second-busiest airport in the 
Caribbean. Grupo Puntacana built the 
Punta Cana International Airport in 
1984 to facilitate tourism in the area. 
It was the western hemisphere’s first 
privately owned international airport. 
[Wikipedia]

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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THIS WEEKS DEALS!
JANUARY 16-19  4 DAYS ONLY!

THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 10-59-6

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188 | M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

6MM THICK

.99¢
/SQ FT

3.99

12MM 
THICK

LAMINATE

$157
PER SQ FT

 REG 3.99

GLASS 
AND STONE

BACKSPLASH

$199
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

2-TONE
FRIEZE 

CARPET

$149
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

5’X7’
SHAG

AREA RUGS

$4999
STARTING

FROM

MODERN
GRAY

LEDGESTONE

$499
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

LAMINATE

VINYL TILE TILE

TILE

CARPET RUGS

ENGINEERED
5” WIDE X 3/4” THICK
HARDWOOD

$399
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

HARDWOOD

7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

MDF PRIMED WHITE
BASEBOARDS

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT67/ LIN FT67

LAMINATE / HARDWOOD

STAIR 
TREADS

12” X24”
PORCELAIN 

TILE

.99¢
/SQ FT

3.99

NO
TAX

$3599STARTING
FROM EACH




