
People. Places. Pictures. Profiles. Perspectives.

Vol 23 | Issue 30

  VOLUME   |  ISSUE      

C O N N E C T I N G  O U R  C O M M U N I T I E S .
FRI. SAT. SUN.

Information & Active Living Fair

PLEASE CONTACT 519-664-1900
OR 1-855-664-1900 TO RSVP

Wednesday, Mar. 11, 2020
9 am - 1:30 pm 

Calvary United Church
48 Hawkesville Road, St. Jacobs

The Honorable 
Minister Cho, 
Minister for 
Seniors & 

Accessibility

REGISTRATION REQUIRED!
RSVP BY MARCH 6, 2020

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER 

This event is hosted by
The Township of Woolwich in 

partnership with the Older Adult 
Centres’ Association of Ontario 
(OACAO) and sponsored by the 

Ministry of Seniors and 
Accessibility.

OPEN 7 DAYS · 30 Benjamin Rd., Waterloo (across from St. Jacobs Outlet Mall) · 519-746-0060 · www.furniturehouse.cawww.furniturehouse.ca

THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE!

NO TAXNO TAX
FLOOR MODEL BLOWOUT

TWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONALTWO PIECE SECTIONAL
ONLY $1099!THE PRICE YOU SEE IS THE PRICE YOU PAY! AVAILABLE IN

TWO COLOURS

PAGE 09

SPORTS

Applejacks 
defeat New 
Hamburg 
to advance

-60
-140 FEBRUARY 27, 2020

25 09
-70
-130

-10
-30

St. Jacobs retirement 
home appeals loss of 
its license to operate

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

A St. Jacobs retirement 
home remains open pend-
ing an appeal of a regu-
latory body’s decision to 
revoke its license.

Village Manor has a 
hearing May 12 to appeal 
the closure order by the 
Retirement Homes Reg-
ulatory Authority, which 
last month issued the lat-
est in a line of inspection 
reports detailing non-com-
pliance. Alleged infrac-
tions include failure to 
store and administer drugs 
within guidelines, failure 
to follow a fall-prevention 
policy, verbal and emo-
tional abuse of a resident 
and failure to have a plan 
of care in place.

Some 30 reports detail a 
variety of concerns, culmi-
nating in the revocation of 
the home’s license.

“This home has been 
inspected numerous 
times over the past three 
years and has been the 
subject of several other 
orders by the RHRA,” said 
spokesman Phil Norris 
in an email. “The RHRA 

issued the order to revoke 
the license of Village Man-
or because the registrar 
believes that the licensee 
is no longer able to oper-
ate the retirement home 
according to the law and 
regulations.”

The operational issues 
come after Village Manor 
was finally able to install a 
mandated sprinkler system 
after  a long delay that had 
the Woolwich Fire Depart-
ment pondering closing 
down the facility. Last sum-
mer, operators Deb and 
Wes Moore approached 
township council for fi-
nancial assistance with 
the sprinkler project at 29 
Albert St. location. 

In requesting assistance, 
the Moores said many of 
their 23 residents are fi-
nancially disadvantaged or 
suffer from mental health 
issues, meaning the costs 
of upgrading the facility 
couldn’t simply be passed 
on to them through the 
monthly fees.

Woolwich fire chief Dale 
Martin said the sprinkler 
system had been installed 
and certified, eliminating 

LICENSING | 02
The Elmira Sugar Kings wrapped up their regular season in a game against Cambridge on Saturday, with play-
offs now underway. See story page 7. [DAMON MACLEAN / THE OBSERVER]

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Woolwich residents will need 
to keep their shovels handy and 
stock up on some salt, as the 
township wants you to do a bet-
ter job of clearing the snow off of 
sidewalks in front of your homes.

Outside of Elmira, where side-
walks are cleared by a contractor, 
property owners are already 
responsible for clearing their 
sidewalks, required to shovel 
within 24 hours if the snow 
reaches a depth of 38 millimetres 
(an inch and a half). Under a new 
bylaw approved Tuesday night 
by council, the depth provisions 
no longer apply: clearing will 
have to be done whenever there’s 
snow or ice present.

That said, the township does 
not require sidewalks be cleared 
down to the cement, noted by-
law enforcement officer Kristen 
Cufaro. Instead, the goal is to 
have residents do a better main-
tenance job, particularly using 
de-icer when the walkways are 
slippery.

Under the new bylaw, staff will 
be able to enforce a wider range 
of compliance, she said. As well, 
it will reduce the township costs 
of having operations staff come 

SIDEWALKS | 02

KINGS WRAP UP SEASON, MOVE TO PLAYOFFS

Woolwich looks 
to residents 
to step up 
sidewalk snow-
clearing effort

WOOLWICH COUNCIL

Retirement home regulator cites 
numerous alleged infractions leading 
to the rare decision to close facility
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that issue.
But Village Manor is still 

facing the possibility it will 
have to cease operations 
as of October 9, pending 
the outcome of the appeal. 
That date had been June 1, 
but was pushed back due 
to the appeal process, said 
Norris.

“The appeal process runs 
like a court hearing, involv-
ing the calling of evidence 
before an independent 
adjudicator. The appeal is 
set for May 12, 2020 and is 
scheduled for 14 days. In 

out to deal with snow and 
ice that pose a risk but are 
under 38mm. 

“In recent years, en-
forcement staff are having 
issues enforcing this bylaw 
because it stipulates a cer-
tain depth requirement. 
When staff receive com-
plaints regarding snow 
and/or ice-covered side-
walks, staff will investigate 
but if the accumulations 
do not meet the depth 
requirement, staff cannot 
request the property own-
ers to clear the sidewalks,” 
said Cufaro in a report to 
councillors meeting Febru-
ary 25.

“It puts the onus on res-
idents.”

But without measur-
able guidelines, there’s 
a risk the township will 
be dragged into dispute 
among neighbours who’ll 

� LICENSING: Regulatory body has inspected retirement 
home on numerous occasions in the last three years

FROM 01 the meantime, the licensee 
must continue to provide 
the care services each resi-
dent signed up for until the 
home ceases operating,” 
he explained of the process 
before that Licence Appeal 
Tribunal.

During the process, Vil-
lage Manor can continue 
operating.

“We understand that 
residents and their families 
may be quite concerned 
about what happens during 
this process. The RHRA 
would like to reassure peo-
ple that the order requires 

the licensee to continue to 
provide the care services 
each resident signed up 
for until the home ceases 
to operate.  It also requires 
the licensee to help resi-
dents find new accommo-
dations,” said Norris.

Such license revocations 
are rare, he added. The 
RHRA has issued a total of 
1,149 licenses since 2011. 
Of those, 11 have been re-
voked, amounting to less 
than one per cent.

Village Manor owners 
did not respond to inqui-
ries prior to press time.

call to complain, suggested 
Coun. Larry Shantz.

Cufaro noted, however, 
that bylaw officers would be 
able to judge if that was the 
case, admitting the lack of 
guidelines would leave de-
cisions at staff’s discretion. 

The wider net is likely 
to catch some residents 
whose sump pumps dis-
charge water onto side-
walks, causing ice to form 
in the winter, said Coun. 
Murray Martin.

The new bylaw would 
prompt people to use de-
icer on the sidewalks to 
make it safer for pedestri-
ans, Cufaro responded.

In Elmira, where side-
walks are cleared by a con-
tractor via a special levy on 
all households in the town, 
the new bylaw aims to dis-
courage people from push-
ing snow onto sidewalks.

“Another issue that en-

forcement staff are having 
is within the settlement of 
Elmira, where residents are 
pushing/dumping snow 
from their private prop-
erties (i.e. driveways and 
walkways) and they are de-
positing the snow onto the 
township sidewalk. This is 
done with the expectation 
that township contractors 
will remove the snow for 
them,” said Cufaro’s re-
port. “Often, residents are 
depositing the snow from 
private property onto the 
sidewalk after township 
contractors have already 
cleared them. Staff have re-
ceived several complaints 
this winter, from the con-
tractors, of properties do-
ing this activity. Not only 
does it cause obstructions 
for pedestrian traffic, but it 
also makes additional work 
for contractors who have 
already cleared the area.”

� SIDEWALKS: Revised bylaw requires property owners
to do more to clear walkways adjacent to their homes

FROM 01

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Shooting some hoops at 
the end of the driveway 
and a bit of ball hockey 
are all well and good, just 
remember to put away the 
nets when you’re done. 
Failure to do so could even-
tually see Woolwich em-
ployees do it for you, then 
send you the bill.

Citing safety concerns, 
township council this week 
agreed to a new bylaw gov-
erning items such as sports 
equipment left on the 
municipal rights-of-way, 
particularly boulevards 
between the road and peo-
ple’s front yards. 

There are issues with 
portable basketball hoops, 
hockey nets and skate-
board ramps, for example, 
being left unattended on 
the boulevards, bylaw en-
forcement officer Krisent 
Cufaro told councillors 
meeting Tuesday night.

“The equipment being 
left out is becoming an 
increasing problem,” she 
said, noting they can be a 
hazard to pedestrians. 

As well, items carried by 
the wind into the road be-
come a hazard for drivers. 
Likewise equipment in the 
boulevards can obstruct 

New Woolwich bylaw takes aim at items 
such as basketball nets left on boulevards

views.
Given the liability issues, 

the township’s insurers rec-
ommended taking action, 
Cufaro explained.

“Any accident that may 
result from unattended 
sports equipment would 
fall on the township 
should any claim be filed 
because the equipment is 
in our right-of-way. When 
sports equipment is left 
out unattended on a high-
way or boulevard, it can 
cause sightline issues for 
motorists trying to exit 
driveways,” she said in her 
report to council. “Addi-
tionally, sports equipment 
can cause obstructions for 
motorists, interfere with 
parking in areas where 
parking is already limited 
and can cause obstructions 
for pedestrians when left 
on sidewalks, causing safe-
ty issues.”

Coun. Larry Shantz not-
ed there are no provisions 
for fines in the new bylaw. 
Rather, property owners 
would be billed for removal 
of equipment left unat-
tended.

Curfaro responded that 
fines would not be appli-
cable in this case, adding 
the township’s first priority 
will be a public-education 
campaign to make resi-

dents aware of the issue, 
including the new bylaw.

“So, if you don’t do it, 
we’ll do it for you, and 
charge you for it?” said 
Shantz.

“Unattended sports 
equipment causes obstruc-
tions for operations staff 
from effectively complet-
ing maintenance activities 
including street sweeping, 
garbage and recycling pick-
up and in some cases, snow 
plowing,” said Curfaro in 
her report. “Last year, en-
forcement staff picked up 
several basketball nets off 
roadways that had blown 
over on windy days. As the 
equipment is meant to be 
portable, it would be easy 
enough for residents to 
bring the equipment back 
onto their private proper-
ty.”

As with many enforce-
ment issues, the township 
is most likely to act on a 
complaint basis, she said 
in response to a question 
from Coun. Murray Martin, 
adding staff would act if 
they saw a situation that 
posed an imminent danger.

Martin suggested using 
sports equipment on the 
boulevards should be dis-
couraged, not just the prac-
tice of leaving the items 
unattended.

BRAVING THE COLD FOR WCS

More than 300 people took to the streets of Elmira Feb. 22 for the Coldest Night of the Year event or-
ganized by Woolwich Community Services. Preliminary figures show the fundraiser has netted at least 
$96,000. {JEFF BRUBACHER / FOR THE OBSERVER]

A QUICK RESPONSE

Woolwich firefighters responded to a fire call Feb. 20 from a farm property on Wittick Road. [JOE MERLIHAN]
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Woolwich will get its first joint breeding and boarding 
kennel, as Woolwich council this week approved an 
application from Larry, Barbara, and Shanna Ho�er to 
establish the operation on their property at 6444 Line 
86, West Montrose. The kennel can house a maximum 
of 50 dogs. The applicants have indicated they 
will be breeding Belgian Shepherds and Australian 
Shepherds.

Turning on the tap will cost Woolwich residents 
considerably more this year following a council 
decision to hike water usage fees by 5.5 per cent 
and a doubling of the service fee in the o�ng. 
Meeting Feb. 25, councillors agreed to boost the 
price of water to $0.77 per cubic metre, up from 
the current $0.73. That hike will mean an extra $10 
a year in costs to the average residential customer, 
who uses about 250 cubic metres annually. 
From the Mar. 1, 2003 edition of The Observer

building centre
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KENNEL APPROVED FROM THE ARCHIVES 

CONSULATION PROCESS

Jennifer Pfenning, who hosted the roundtable event at Pfennings Organic Farm, speaks to participants during the Feb. 21 visit by Maryam Monsef, the federal 
Minister for Women and Gender Equality and Rural Economic Development. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Federal Minister Maryam Monsef joins with local leaders for event in New Hamburg

A regional roundtable puts 
focus on rural women's issues

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Rural and farm communi-
ties face a number of chal-
lenges. That applies even 
more so to women living 
in such areas. Tackling 
such issues was the goal 
of a roundtable discussion 
February 21 near New 
Hamburg.

Prompted by a visit from 
Maryam Monsef, the feder-
al Minister for Women and 
Gender Equality and Rural 
Economic Development, 
participants met at Pfen-
nings Organic Farm. The 
group assembled included 
Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz and Community 
Care Concepts executive 
director Cathy Harrington.

Recently elected Kitch-
ener-Conestoga MP Tim 
Louis, the sole man in the 
mix, was joined by his 
daughter Brooklyn, who 
had recently won an elec-
tion of her own for school 
president. Using strategies 
and knowledge she earned 
from assisting her father 
with his successful cam-
paign, Louis was also able 
to win herself a title. 

Monsef was in atten-
dance to hear firsthand 
accounts of both the trou-
bles women are facing in 
the community, as well as 
the initiatives women are 
making to improve the sit-
uation.

The discussion began 
with an introduction from 
Jennifer Pfenning, who 
owns and runs Pfennings 
Organic Farm alongside 
her husband and their two 

sons, as well as her broth-
er-in-law and his wife. She 
raised the issue of migrant 
workers’ rights.

In that vein, she chal-
lenged the label of “low-
skilled workers” applied to 
such workers, who are es-
sential to the farming sec-
tor. Many return year after 
year, but are not afforded 
many rights.

“If I could really just 
change one thing today it 
would be that name, be-
cause it is an awful, awful 
description. We are hiring 
them because they have 
the skills that we can’t find 
locally, but they can come 

here for 50 years and never 
have access.”

Waterloo-Oxford District 
Secondary School principal 
Carolyn Salonen discussed 
an initiative her school had 
undertaken, requesting the 
government’s support with 
funding for the projects. 

“We are creating an ag-
riculture program in our 
school to try to fill the need 
in all the varieties of sec-
tors within agriculture. We 
are starting with educating 
our kids [that] it’s not just 
about farming in fields. 
There are jobs in science 
and there are jobs in bank-
ing. It is a multi-industry 

business, so we had to put 
in a proposal to have a barn 
built on site because we 
need money since there is 
no money in the education 
system for what we want to 
do,” she said.

Other hurdles for rural 
areas identified by par-
ticipants include transit, 
Internet access and entre-
preneurial incentives. 

Gender equality was 
also mentioned and a hope 
that better access to sup-
port networks for victims 
of human trafficking and 
domestic abuse, along with 
services for mental health 
and addiction.

Monsef noted there 
aren’t simple solutions 
for many of the issues dis-
cussed, but stressed the 
importance of making the 
effort.

“We are a minority gov-
ernment and everyday is 
about survival for us and 
our job here is to get the 
most done in a very short 
period of time for leaders 
like you so you keep going. 
In the unfortunate event 
that we don’t [get] a ma-
jority government [next 
election], we have planted 
seeds together that you will 
see to fruition for years to 
come,” she said.

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

The Grand River Conser-
vation Authority (GRCA) 
is warning of a moderate 
to high risk of flooding for 
spring 2020, with the great-
est risk along the Lake Erie 
shoreline at the south end 
of the watershed.

The risk for flooding can 
be attributed to a higher than 
average amount of precipi-
tation and milder tempera-
tures throughout the year.

Stephanie Shifflett, 
who last week presented 
the forecast at the annual 
GRCA meeting of municipal 
flood coordinators, is advis-
ing residents to prepare.

“Ground conditions re-
main saturated and frozen 
across northern portions 
of the watershed which 
will make it more reactive 
during rapid melt events,” 
said Shifflett. “GRCA res-
ervoirs are at their normal 
operating level for this 
time of year and conditions 
will be monitored closely 
as we head into spring. 
Residents who typically 
experience spring flooding 
should ensure they are pre-
pared due to the elevated 
risk this year.”

Reservoirs used to man-
age runoff and capture wa-
ter to reduce downstream 
flooding, are at normal 
levels. 

Filling cycles will start in 
the next few weeks.

Lake Erie remains above 
the long-term average and 
record levels for this time 
of year.

Environment Canada 
predicts above normal tem-
peratures and precipitation 
amounts over the next 
three months.

GRCA issues 
flood risk 
assessment for 
coming spring
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Sidewalk issue a chance to reflect on governance
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

W oolwich isn’t just ask-
ing you to do your civ-
ic duty, it’s demanding 

it, at least where sidewalk 
snow-clearing is concerned.

The township’s plan is to in-
crease the burden on residents 
to keep their sidewalks cleared, 
not just when there’s a notable 
snowfall – the current measure 
is 38 millimetres or an inch and 
a half – but at all times. And 
to have de-icer at the ready. In 
Elmira, where the sidewalks are 
cleared at an increasing cost to 
residents, you’re to ensure you 
don’t push any snow onto the 
sidewalk. And to clean up after 
any deposits by passing plows.

Most people do, of course, 
clear the sidewalks in front of 
their homes. Even in Elmira, 
where a contractor does the 
work, people will clear them off 
as they shovel their driveways. 

But municipalities must tread 
lightly when making demands 
of residents in an era when they 
do little to support the public 
good and policies are self-serv-
ing, not outward looking.

Civic duty needs to flow both 
ways, a reality lost on profligate 
politicians and bureaucrats 
who fail to keep the big picture 
in mind. There’s precious little 
long-term thought.

Of course, that can be applied 
to many aspects of government. 
At the municipal level even, 
there are more egregious exam-
ples of limited thinking than 
sidewalk snow-clearing, but it 
bears repeating.

Township residents outside 
of Elmira might prefer to step 
up their own shovelling efforts 
given proposals to extend the 
contracting service in Elmira to 
other settlements. While some 

might welcome that, others 
won’t be keen on the price tag.

Even in Elmira, there are 
those who are unhappy with 
the service, even if it does let 
residents off the liability hook.

People still complain about 
how long it takes crews to ar-
rive, about the thoroughness 
and about the inevitable rip-
ping up of lawn edges. Some 
simply clear the sidewalks in 
front of their homes, rather 
than wait, a job that everyone 
else in the township is required 
to do – they don’t have a ser-
vice, only a bylaw compelling 
them to do the work.

From an initial smaller-scale 
contract, council subsequent-
ly approved a plan to clear all 
walkways in Elmira, expanding 
the coverage area and enhanc-
ing the equipment used to do 
the job in an attempt to reduce 

the number of complaints 
about the service. A good idea 
in principle, but one that does 
not always succeed in practice 
– some people are never going 
to be happy with the level of 
service offered by the township.

Outside Elmira, the onus is 
on individual property owners, 
with bylaws making it each res-
ident’s job to clear the stretch 
of sidewalk in front of his or her 
home. Failure to do so could 
result in fines, and a bill for 
costs if public works crew come 
out to do the job.

The advantage is that it re-
moves the municipality from 
direct action – and the subse-
quent costs – but does require 
some form of enforcement. But 
people using the sidewalks are 
still subject to each household’s 
definition of an acceptable job: 
some clear right down to the 

concrete, while others are con-
tent to brush off the loose snow, 
allowing a thick layer of snow 
and ice to pack on the surface. 
Human nature dictates that 
we’re likely to be more tolerant 
of a “shoddy” job by our neigh-
bours than by the municipality, 
where our tax dollars are in use: 
if we’re paying for it, no matter 
how little, we want a perfect 
job.

With wider powers in pro-
posed revisions to the bylaw, 
the township is looking to 
reduce neighbourhood com-
plaints, but should pause to 
reflect on its own duties in 
making demands of citizens.

Keeping sidewalks safe and 
passable is an idea few would 
oppose, but every government 
action should be assessed in 
light of what it exacts from 
over-burdened society.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

The cost of being a 
whistleblower is go-
ing up. When Daniel 

Ellberg stole and published 
the ‘Pentagon Papers’ in 
1971, revealing the mon-
strous lies that the U.S. 
government was telling the 
American public about the 
Vietnam war, he was arrest-
ed and tried, but the court 
set him free.

When Edward Snowden 
released a vast trove of doc-
uments in 2013 about the 
global electronic surveil-
lance activities of U.S. in-
telligence agencies, he was 
already abroad, knowing 
that civil liberties had taken 
a turn for the worse in the 
U.S. since 1971. Snowden 
is still abroad seven years 
later, living in Moscow, be-
cause hardly anywhere else 
would be safe.

Assange hearings 
hinge on vengeful

And Julian Assange, 
whose court hearing on a 
U.S. extradition request 
began on Monday at Wool-
wich crown court in east 
London, is facing 175 years 
in jail if Britain delivers 
him into American hands. 
The American authorities 
are really cross about his 
WikiLeaks dump of con-
fidential material in 2010 
that detailed U.S. misbe-
haviour in Iraq and Afghan-
istan.

Everybody knew or at 
What's the point of rules if you're not going to police 'em?

“There may now be a critical mass of people acknowl-
edging that we are in a state of planetary emergency; 
that business as usual ... is a large part of the problem; 
and that politics as usual seems utterly incapable of 
dealing with it. ... Government has broken its implicit 
contract with citizens to protect them and their future, 
in exchange for taxation and obedience to the law.” 
SFU professor emeritus Robert Hackett says 
authorities have it wrong about the blockades in 
support of the Wet'suwet'en resistance 

Since 2015, poverty rates have decreased in all 10 
provinces. Since 2017, poverty has decreased in 
Nova Scotia by 2.5 percentage points, by 1.8 in New 
Brunswick and by 1.4 in British Columbia. More than 
a million Canadians have been lifted out of poverty, 
including 334,000 children and 73,000 seniors.  
Statistics Canada
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GWYNNE DYER 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Officials have themselves to blame for lack of trust from public

I n the run-up to his election 
in 2016, Donald Trump 
tapped into a festering dis-

content that belied the rosy eco-
nomic numbers bandied about 
by the supporters of the status 
quo. (Trump also drew on racist 
elements, low-information vot-
ers and outright fraud, but those 
are other matters.) 

In that same U.S. election, 
Bernie Sanders, too, got a good 
response from better-informed 
citizens who also realized that 
the political and economic sys-
tems are a fraud, supported by 
the likes of Hillary Clinton ... and 
every other establishment figure.

In 2016, the Republican party 
had no interest in Trump given 
his purported agenda to shake up 
the status quo – they were much 
less worried about his lying, cor-
ruption and criminality, all well 
known at that point. The Demo-
crats also gamed the system such 
that Clinton, not Sanders was the 
nominee, an act that pretty much 
guaranteed Trump’s victory.

In the upcoming U.S. election, 
Republicans are in lockstep with 
Trump, knowing dog-whistle 
politics and outright cheating 
(voter suppression, gerryman-
dering and the like) are the only 
way they can remain in power. 
The Democrats, however, are ea-
ger to block Sanders again, along 
with fellow progressive Elizabeth 
Warren, though she’s tempered 
her platform of late.

Some people have started to 
notice a trend in all of this. It’s 
just part of the general decline 
in the public’s trust for those 
ostensibly in charge – and we’re 
right to be skeptical, because 
politicians, bureaucrats and the 
ersatz captains of industry are 
not acting in good faith.

A new survey in fact finds 
most of us consider major insti-
tutions to be run by the corrupt 
and the incompetent.

The 2020 Edelman Trust 
Barometer reveals that trust in 
government, business, media 
and NGOs continues to drop. 
In this country even, we did 
not find one institution to be 

both competent and ethical, a 
combination of attributes seen 
as necessary to earn the trust of 
the public, as 62 per cent of Ca-
nadians feel the pace of change 
in technology is moving too 
fast. Despite high employment 
rates, Canadians are deeply con-
cerned about their economic fu-
ture. Only one in three of us be-
lieve they and their families will 
be better off in five years’ time. 

“The characteristics that made 
for a trusted institution in the 
past are not the ones that make 
a trusted institution today,” 
says Lisa Kimmel, president 
and CEO, Edelman Canada and 
Latin America. “Canadians want 
leaders of institutions to look 
beyond shareholders to consider 
stakeholders like employees. 
Ultimately, the battle for trust 
hinges on integrity, dependability 
and purpose. Institutions must 
demonstrate an ability not only to 
perform competently but also to 

do so ethically, by taking concrete 
action to tackle the right issues, 
in the right way.”

That’s not what we’re getting in 
the way of leadership, however.

At a time when more than 
three quarters of Canadian em-
ployees fear they will lose their 
job due to a variety of factors like 
technological change, a looming 
recession and jobs being moved 
overseas– Canadians don’t have 
confidence in their leaders to 
address the challenge.

We’ve been embroiled in de-
cades of declining real incomes 
and the loss of good jobs. Workers 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

find themselves in precarious part-
time or self-employed positions. 
For many of those lucky enough to 
find full-time jobs, compensation 
levels are falling. The prospects for 
a better future are fading.

Again, it’s the numbers that 
tell the tale, as seen in the 
employment quality indices 
compiled by CIBC economist 
Benjamin Tal, who details a 
steady decline in job quality over 
the last two decades, eroding 
our ability to deal with future 
economic downturns, which are 
inevitable.

“Regardless of how you 
measure it, by occupation, by 
industry and more directly by 
income, the overall quality of 
employment in Canada is on a 
decline. Simply put, all other 
things being equal, lower em-
ployment quality means that the 
labour market must run faster 
to stay in the same place since 
we need relatively more workers 

to generate the same increase in 
income,” he writes in a 2019 look 
at employment quality.

The dimming outlook is not 
lost on Canadians. Lower quality 
employment has been the norm 
for decades, coinciding with 
the declining middle class. The 
growing pressures aren’t unre-
lated to record high personal 
debt levels as Canadians borrow 
to offset changes in the employ-
ment market.

There has been some improve-
ment at the bottom level of in-
come earners, but that is not due 
to the economy or employers, 
but to regulation.

Even government claims about 
job creation have to be taken with 
a grain of salt, however, given that 
the country’s population grows 
steadily each year – hundreds of 
thousands of new jobs are needed 
just to tread water.

What jobs are created tend to 
be part-time and precarious is of-
ten overlooked by governments 
falling all over themselves with 
any “good news” announcement 
– they have no interest in pro-
viding context for any numbers 
deemed positive.

Part-time and precarious jobs 
account for the bulk of the em-
ployment being created today. 
This is not just a blip, however, 
but represents a structural shift, 
along with the decline in the 
quality of jobs on the whole.

Look at the numbers and do 
the math: working more and 
making less in increasingly crap-
py McJobs certainly add up to 
public anger. 

Critics of corporate capitalism, 
“free” trade deals and policy 
written by lobbyists have been 
pointing out the problems for 
years. Now, many more people 
have finally seen for themselves 
that the neoliberal emperor is 
starkers, and the sight is an-
ger-inducing. 

Expect more hits against the 
establishment, from leadership 
candidates down to people liter-
ally in the streets, from whence 
real change is ultimately going 
to come.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

least suspected that terri-
ble things were happening 
there, but without docu-
mentation there was really 
nothing they could do 
about it. What Assange did 
was give them the evidence.

The most striking piece 
of evidence was a video and 
audio clip from an Apache 
helicopter gunship attack-
ing civilians in Baghdad in 
2007. The crew spray their 
targets with machine-gun 
fire, making comments like 
“It’s their fault for bringing 
their kids into battle” and  
“Oh yeah, look at those 
dead bastards.” They even 
target people in a vehi-
cle that stops to help the 
wounded.

As for the claims of the 
U.S. authorities that As-
sange has “blood on his 
hands” – that his 2010 data 
dump endangered the lives 
of some of those who were 
mentioned in the docu-
ments – there is not a shred 
of evidence that this is so. If 
anyone had come to harm 
over the past nine years as 
a result of his actions, don’t 
you think that the U.S. gov-
ernment would have trum-
peted it to the skies?

The whistleblowers are 
among our last remaining 
checks on the contemptu-
ous ease with which those 
who control the informa-
tion seek to manipulate the 
rest of us. They should be 
praised, not punished.

So what are the chances 
that Julian Assange will 
escape extradition to the 
United States and a life-
time in prison? His lawyers 
will doubtless argue that 
nobody was harmed as a 
result of his revelations (ex-
cept perhaps in their rep-
utations for truthfulness) 
and that nobody profited 
by them. A British court 
might look unfavourably on 
an extradition request that 
is brought out of sheer vin-
dictiveness.

The story that Donald 
Trump contacted Assange 
through an intermediary, 
former Congressman Dana 
Rohrabacher, might also 
help. Trump was allegedly 
offering to pardon Assange 

if the Australian would 
confirm that it wasn’t the 
Russians who gave him the 
Hilary Clinton campaign 
emails he released during 
the 2016 election campaign.

This has all been denied 
by both Rohrabacher and 
the Trump White House, 
but in carefully phrased 
ways that leave room for 
suspicion. Trump’s recent 
denial that he doesn’t know 
Rohrabacher and never 
spoke to him is especially 
suspect, since he invited 
the man to the White House 
for a one-on-one in April 
2017. British courts will not 
extradite if the request is 
politically motivated. But 
Assange’s best chance prob-
ably lies elsewhere. During 

�DYER:  Truth and freedom are under attack by authoritarians bent on muzzling and prosecuting whistleblowers
FROM 6 the seven years when he 

lived in Ecuador’s embassy 
in London as a political 
asylum-seeker, a Spanish 
security company called UC 
Global installed cameras in 
every corner of Assange’s 
space in the embassy and 
live-streamed every contact 
and conversation he had, 
including with his lawyers, 
directly to the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency.

I don’t know how a 
British court will respond 
to that information, but I 
think I know how an Amer-
ican court would respond. 
That’s how Ellsberg got off 
in 1971: the government 
tapped his phone conver-
sations (and sent burglars 
to break into his psychia-

trist’s office and steal his 
file), so the judge dismissed 
the case because the gov-
ernment’s behaviour was 
outrageous and no fair trial 
was possible. 

There will be many ap-
peals, both in the UK and 
maybe later in the U.S., and 
Assange will not draw a free 
breath for a long time, if 
ever. But in the meantime, 
here’s one happy ending.

Edward Snowden 
couldn’t tell his girlfriend 
his plans before he left the 
U.S. and released his docu-
ments, because that would 
have made her his accom-
plice. She was angry at first, 
but she forgave him, mar-
ried him in 2017, and lives 
with him in Russia.
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/scores

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

The Elmira Sugar Kings’ Jeremey Goodwin finished 
the season with 57 assists, tied for fifth highest sin-
gle-season total in team history. His career 120 assists 
put him seventh all-time, just one assist shy of current 
coach Rob Collins.

After posting a 101-86 win over the St. John’s Edge 
on Feb. 20, the K-W Titans dropped a 109-99 decision 
to the Windsor Express on Sunday. This weekend, 
the Titans face the Island Storm on Saturday before 
taking on the Moncton Magic the following afternoon. 

www.kwtitans.ca

MAKING GOOD-WIN HOLDING COURT

EDSS students Cailyn Wilkie, Dana Gaudette, Katie Carreon, Brooke Richardson and Chloe Talbot take part in the sock drive. [SEAN HEEGER / THE OBSERVER]

Sockey Hockey fundraiser held in conjunction with Lancers' game at WMC nets more than 500 pairs of socks for the homeless

EDSS students join Canada-wide sock donation event
BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Their team scored, and so 
did many who are strug-
gling with homelessness.

Students from the Elmira 
District Secondary School 
(EDSS) took part in the sec-
ond annual 20K Sock Day 
event by collecting socks 
to help the homeless while 
cheering on their school 
hockey team.

EDSS co-presidents 
Katie Carreon and Dana 
Gaudette were inspired 
to take their fundraiser to 
the next level by not only 
collecting more than 500 
pairs of socks, but also to 
having a “sock toss” after 
the Lancers scored the 
first goal.

“Our school is a really 
big hockey school and our 
leadership teacher has 
been talking to us a lot 
about doing something 
with We Be Us, so we 
talked about it and it fit 
perfectly together,” said 
Carreon.

Gaudette says they were 
inspired by the Kitchener 
Rangers’ Teddy Bear Toss 
and brought that idea to 
the event.

The fundraiser saw more 
than 100 students make 
a donation of $3 or give a 
pair of socks to get a ticket 
to the quarter final game 

of the WCSSAA playoffs 
between EDSS and Water-
loo-Oxford District Sec-
ondary School.

EDSS began selling tick-
ets and collecting their 
socks in mid-February, 
with Carreon noting she’s 

proud of her school for the 
work they did to collect so 
much for the homeless.

“I love our school and 
I love getting together 
for events like this,” said 
Carreon. “I just think 
it’s really cool to see our 

school give generously like 
that.”

Started by We Be Us, a 
sock company which fo-
cuses on giving back to the 
community, 20K Sock Day 
expanded this year as the 
goal was raised to collect 

50,000 pairs of socks. 
The company hopes this 

will help the estimated 
200,000 people experi-
encing homelessness in 
Canada.

The annual event 
launched nationally in 

November 2019 and socks 
were collected until Feb-
ruary 21.

All socks collected local-
ly will be donated to Wool-
wich Community Services 
so they can give them out 
to those in need.

JUMPING IN WITH BOTH FEET

L ast night I got out 
my old box of maps. 
This is something I 

do every year around this 
time, partially in anticipa-
tion of spring and partially 
to see how far my vision 
has deteriorated.  

I use those maps to plan 
hikes, turkey hunts and 
fishing expeditions for the 
upcoming seasons. Those 
maps also help me under-
stand the lay of the land 
a little better, so when 
someone tells me about an 
incredible backwoods lake 
that holds brook trout the 
size of my arm, I can en-
vision the country I’ll get 
lost in trying to find it.

Paper maps are an old-
school thing these days, 
since younger outdoors 

NOT-SO-GREAT OUTDOORSMAN

Mapping out an old-school approach
enthusiasts tend to use 
the electronic maps on 
their phones, computers 
or handheld GPS units. 
Or, worse still, they ask for 
directions. 

But, if you ask me, there 
is still something to be 
said for paper maps.

Let’s begin with the 
obvious. Electronic units 
sometimes lose their pow-
er or break down – or, for 
those of us over 55 become 
“completely stupid, use-
less and $#%!* dumb!” 

At times like these, a 
good, waterproof paper 
map and a reliable com-
pass suddenly become 
your best friends – un-
less it is an exceptionally 
windy day. 

That is to say, paper 

maps have certain advan-
tages.

For instance, a good 
topographic map shows 
you a wide swath of coun-
tryside at a glance. That 
means you don’t have to 
scroll up or down,  left or 
right or zoom out on your 
phone to see that the road 
you parked your car on 
is 200 metres away. Map 
use also saves you from 
overexerting your thumb 
as you would on a phone 

or GPS. That is a debili-
tating injury that can be 
life-threatening in this day 
and age, especially if it 
prohibits you from texting 
your better half to explain 
why you are going to be 
late for dinner or stops 
you from fact-checking 
every little thing on Goo-
gle. Also, a severe thumb 
injury can impede your 
hitchhiking efforts, which 
means you will have to 
walk back to your vehicle. 
And nobody wants that.

Another benefit of paper 
maps that seems to be for-
gotten these days is that 
they are, and have always 
been, the professional 
pirate’s choice when it 
comes marking the secret 
location of buried trea-

sure.
Look, I have been using 

various models of hand-
held and phone GPS units 
for the last 20 years or 
more and not once have 
I ever noted an X on any 
of the on-screen maps to 
indicate where a secret, 
buried treasure is located. 
I thought I did once, but 
it was merely a squished 
black fly.

Yet, a few summers ago 
I located two Xs on a pa-
per map, denoting  where  
buried treasures were sup-
posed to be. Funny thing, 
both of those Xs were in 
our yard. 

Actually, to be com-
pletely honest, my spouse 
noticed them first and 
promptly alerted me. And 

while I did not find a 
buried treasure in either 
location, she soon noticed 
both holes I dug were in 
the perfect location and 
distance apart to plant 
the posts she happened to 
have on hand. I’m not sure 
a clothesline was in Cap-
tain Blackbeard’s original 
plan but at least we got 
something for my efforts.  

I guess what I’m trying 
to say is that outdoors-
men have been relying 
on maps in one form or 
another for at least as long 
as clotheslines have been 
around. Also, though GPS 
and cell phone maps are 
usually reliable, some-
times they can let you 
down – just like those 
$#%!* pirates!

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN
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Sugar Kings 
Promotion  

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Graingerg g
Professional Corporation

Sugar Kings

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firmfrom your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

$25 off Wills and Powers of 
Attorney in the month of February, 
with the presentation of an Elmira 

Sugar Kings ticket stub.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 

 $25 OFF PER
PERSON

Offer ends Feb 29, 2020

$4.59

BREADED
CHICKEN
SCHNITZEL

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$5.29 /lb

Reg.$3.49 /lb$2.99 /lbPORK BUTT CHOPS

BACK RIBS      

$4.99
/lb Reg.$5.99 /lb

SWEET AND SMOKEY

$8.99 /lb Reg.$9.99 /lbCARMELIZED ONIONS
MAPLE DALE

/lb

The Kings dropped Saturday's last game of the season 4-3, but had already clinched first. They're now facing Brantford in the playoffs.  [DAMON MACLEAN]

Loss to Cambridge has no impact on standings; Elmira opens playoffs with series against Brantford Bandits

Kings wrap up regular season in first place
BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Having clinched top spot 
in the conference, the 
Elmira Sugar Kings may 
have taken their foot off 
of the gas pedal, at least 
slightly, in dropping a 4-3 
decision to Cambridge Sat-
urday in the final game of 
the regular season.

“I didn’t think our fo-
cus was entirely there. I 
thought they were think-
ing more towards the 
playoffs starting versus 
finishing the season. I’ve 
seen it happen before – it 
is not uncommon,” said 
head coach Rob Collins.

“It is a little bit disap-
pointing, but it is what it 
is. The guys earned a regu-
lar season championship – 
that’s feather in their cap. 
You don’t do that unless 
you’ve earned it. I can’t be 
too disappointed, but it 
would’ve been nice to fin-
ish the season with a win.”

The Kings finished the 
season with 77 points (26-
9-0-5), four points ahead 
of the second-place Kitch-
ener Dutchmen. And a 
whopping 60 points more 
than what could be mus-
tered by the eighth-place 
Brantford Bandits (6-39-
0-5), the team they’re now 
facing in the first round of 
the playoffs.

There was a good crowd 
on hand (656) Saturday 
night to watch the end of 
the GOJHL regular season 
in Galt at the oldest hock-
ey arena in Ontario – and 
one of the oldest contin-

uously operated rinks on 
the planet – as the third-
place Redhawks took on 
the Kings.

Along with some red-car-
pet ceremonies and player 
accolades, the evening was 
also a celebration of com-
munity and was title fan 
appreciation night. 

Going into the Saturday 
night match, the Kings 
were the top team in the 

Midwestern Conference, 
but a victory wasn’t as-
sured given Cambridge’s 
strong season. That was 
apparent from the start 
of what would be a game 
heavily influenced by spe-
cial teams.

The home side got on 
the board first, scoring on 
a power play at 13:33 of the 
first, the lone goal of the 
opening frame.

Following the intermis-
sion, the Kings got a power 
play goal of their own at 
1:47 courtesy of Brody Leb-
lanc’s 12th of the season, 
assisted by Luke Eurig and 
Jeremey Goodwin. Less 
than two minutes later, 
however, the Redhawks 
capitalized on another 
man-advantage to regain 
the lead. And half a min-
ute later, the home team 

was up 3-1 on the evening’s 
only even-strength goal. 

Back on the power play 
at 9:23, the Kings made it 
a 3-2 game when Goodwin 
scored, assisted by Mason 
McMahon and Hunter 
Dubecki. That’s where the 
score would stand after 40 
minutes following a chip-
py, back-and-forth mid-
dle frame, which Collins 
would describe as “lack 

of focus on probably both 
sides.”

The third period opened 
with some end-to-end 
play, with the Kings given 
a chance to even things 
up when the Redhawks 
were called for holding at 
6:22. But it was Cambridge 
who’d tally one, a short-
handed marker at 7:44 that 
made it 4-2.

With the goalie on the 
bench for an extra attack-
er, Dubecki (Goodwin, 
Harrison Toms) got the 
Kings back within one, but 
time would run out.

Despite coming up 
short, the Kings outshoot 
the Redhawks 35-30.

But the Sugar Kings 
don’t have time to think 
about the regular season at 
this point, as they’re now 
embroiled in a seven-game 
series against Brantford. 
Their prospects would 
seem to be good, as the 
Bandits have been woeful 
this year.

 Collins acknowledged 
that “we had good success 
against them in the regular 
season – our game plan 
will be similar to what it 
was. Outwork, be  predict-
able and communicate. We 
like our chances.”

The series got underway 
Wednesday night (results 
weren’t available before 
press time), heads to 
Brantford Saturday, and 
returns to Elmira Sunday 
at 7 p.m. Game four is 
scheduled for Brantford 
on March 2. If necessary, 
game five will be at the 
WMC on March 4.

GET IT IN THE
ads.observerxtra.com/reprintsBeing in the paper is one of life’s

highlights.   Relive it with a reprint.

We have photos to share.
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T H E  S C O R E

WOOLWICH
WILDCATS
Novice: Minor Bantam A

Feb 10 vs Burlington

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Jamie Ferretti

ASSISTS: Tyson Roth

Atom: LL#2

Feb 11 vs CW#3

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Austin Thompson 
(2)

ASSISTS: Edwin Martin, 
Aiden Basler

Atom: Major Atom A

Feb 15 vs Oakville Rangers 
Red

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Colton Sinclair

Atom: LL#2

Feb 15 vs Centre Wellington 
#2

HOME: 10 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Edwin Martin (4), 
Cooper Jones (3), Braun 
Draper (2), Noah Gibson

ASSISTS: Aiden Basler 
(2), Logan Goodfellow (2), 
Dexter Mannhardt, Maddox 
Medeiros, Cooper Jones, 
Edwin Martin, Noah Gibson, 
Matt Wilkie

Shutouts: Ronan Doherty

Atom: LL 3

Feb 09 vs Centre Wellington 
1

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Nicholas Shardlow

ASSISTS: Ryan Ramage

Atom: A

Feb 16 vs Brantford Ice Cats

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Maya Slot (2), 
Emma McCoubrey

ASSISTS: Kara Grant, Elle 
Schwindt

PeeWee: Peewee LL3

Feb 17 vs Centre Wellington

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Alex Hiller x (1), 
Tyler Gingrich x (1)

ASSISTS: Matthew 
Hutchison x (1)

PeeWee: Peewee AE

Feb 14 vs Brampton

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Connor Goebel, 
Thomas Ferguson, Owen 
Weppler

ASSISTS: Brooks Lehtonen 
(2), Haiden Wagner, Bryson 
Rozema, Connor Goebel

PeeWee: Peewee AE

Feb 06 vs Center Wellington

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Thomas Ferguson, 
Connor Goebel, Brooks 
Lehtonen

ASSISTS: Austin Roth, 
Brooks Lehtonen, Owen 
Weppler

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Feb 17 vs Burlington

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Ethan Burkholder, 
Karsten Smith, Danny 
Schaefer, Josh Carson, 
Rylan Heimpel

ASSISTS: Carson Staken, 
Rylan Heimpel (2), Hunter 
Bender, Evan Woods, Danny 
Schaefer (2), Carter Snider

Shutouts: n/a

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Feb 15 vs Burlington

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Carson Staken, 
Gavin Neabel

ASSISTS: Gavin Neabel, 
Karsten Smith

Shutouts: n/a

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Feb 13 vs Burlington

HOME: 0 VISITOR: 1

PeeWee: LL # 1

Feb 13 vs Centre Wellington

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Aaron Dolson, 
Hunter Lance

ASSISTS: Evan Reger

Bantam: Minor Bantam A

Feb 17 vs Brampton

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Josh Uhrig, Tyson 
Roth

ASSISTS: Tyson Roth, Isaac 
Lopers, Josh Gibson

Novice: Major Novice A

Feb 16 vs Mt. Brydges 
Cougars

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 5

GOALS: Jayden Vincent (2), 
Isla McCoubrey, Arabelle 
Weiss

ASSISTS: Harrison Brown, 
Bentley Wideman, Liam 
Weiss, Tristan Snelling, 
Owen Misener, Isla 
McCoubrey, Jayden 
Vincent, Grayson Schimus

Novice: Major Novice A

Feb 16 vs London Bandits

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Liam Weiss (2), 
Blake Heckendorn, Grayson 
Schimus

ASSISTS: Parker Allen, 
Isla McCoubrey, Jayden 
Vincent, Arabelle Weiss

Novice: Major Novice A

Feb 15 vs Glancaster 
Bombers

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Grayson Schimus 
(2), Parker Allen, Kolton 
Brubacher, Jayden Vincent

ASSISTS: Bentley Wideman, 
Kolton Brubacher, Jackson 
Vogel, Liam Weiss, Lukas 
Rintoul, Tristan Snelling, 
Arabelle Weiss

Shutouts: Carson Hallman 
and Sam Elson

Novice: Major Novice A

Feb 15 vs Mt. Brydges 
Cougars

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Jayden Vincent (2), 
Grayson Schimus, Tristan 

Snelling

ASSISTS: Liam Weiss (2), 
Arabelle Weiss, Grayson 
Schimus, Jackson Vogel

Novice: Major Novice A

Feb 14 vs Hamilton Huskies 
White

HOME: 9 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Liam Weiss 
(2), Jayden Vincent (2), 
Lukas Rintoul (2), Kolton 
Brubacher, Tristan Snelling, 
Isla McCoubrey

ASSISTS: Jackson Vogel 
(2), Parker Allen (2), 
Grayson Schimus, Lukas 
Rintoul, Owen Misener, 
Isla McCoubrey, Blake 
Heckendorn, Tristan 
Snelling

Novice: Major Novice A

Feb 14 vs Whitby Wildcats

HOME: 8 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Liam Weiss (4), 
Jayden Vincent, Arabelle 
Weiss, Tristan Snelling, 
Grayson Schimus

ASSISTS: Jayden Vincent 
(4), Arabelle Weiss (3), Liam 
Weiss (2), Kolton Brubacher, 
Blake Heckendorn, Isla 
McCoubrey, Owen Misener, 
Bentley Wideman

Shutouts: Carson Hallman 
and Sam Elson

Atom: LL 3

Feb 16 vs Grimsby Vipers

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 9

GOALS: Tyler Bauman, 
Brylee Patterson, Bryden 
Schaefer

ASSISTS: Owen Dally, 
Tyler Bauman, Nicholas 
Shardlow, Drew Diebolt (2)

The Woolwich Wolves Special Olympics team emerged victorious over the Elmira Sugar Kings in a floor hockey match Feb. 15 at Woodside Bible Fellowship in Elmira. The 
final score was 18-17 in the latest of an annual match between the Wolves and the Kings. [SUBMITTED]

FOR THE LOVE OF HOCKEY

Atom: LL 3

Feb 14 vs Pelham Panthers

HOME: 8 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Tyler Bauman 
(3), Ethan Leveck, Brylee 
Patterson (2), Nolan 
Cruickshank, Nicholas 
Shardlow

ASSISTS: Ethan Leveck, 
Bryden Schaefer (2), 
Brylee Patterson, Charlie 
Brodrecht, Ryan Ramage 
(2), Nolan Cruickshank (2)

WOOLWICH
WILD
Novice: Novice B

Feb 15 vs Wilmot Wolverines

HOME: 12 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Audrey English (5), 
Stella Grundy (2), Hailey 
Frede, Presley McFadden, 
Lauryn Kidd, McKenzie 
Rank, Julia Hallman

ASSISTS: Maggie McAdam 
(2), Stella Grundy (2), Emma 
Forwell, Julia Hallman, 
Presley McFadden, Sage 
Balog, Kynlee Nelson

Shutouts: Alanna Pickett

Atom: Atom B

Feb 22 vs Ayr Rockets

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Megan Nixon, 
Andirana Chalhoub

ASSISTS: Megan Nixon, 
Emily Brubacher, Michaela 
Blanchet

Atom: Atom B

Feb 16 vs Cambridge 
Roadrunners

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Megan Nixon

ASSISTS: Taylor Rayfield, 
Emily Brubacher

Shutouts: Hailey Thom

Atom: LL

Feb 15 vs Guelph Gryphons 
White

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Madison Gofton

ASSISTS: Alison Moyer, 
Leyna Schmalz

Atom: Atom B

Feb 15 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Megan Nixon (2)

ASSISTS: Emily Brubacher, 
Leah Hunter

Shutouts: Hailey Thom

Atom: A

Feb 23 vs Cambridge 
Roadrunners

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Elle Schwindt, Maya 
Slot

Atom: A

Feb 22 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Emma McCoubrey 
(3), Maya Slot, Katelyn 
Snider, Elle Schwindt

ASSISTS: Maya Slot 
(2), Emily Metzger, 
Ellie Clemmer, Addison 
Birmingham

Atom: A

Feb 18 vs Cambridge 
Roadrunners

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Katelyn Snider, 
Emma McCoubrey, Maya 
Slot (2)

ASSISTS: Maya Slot

Atom: A

Feb 15 vs South Huron 
Sabres

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Emma McCoubrey, 
Katelyn Snider (Shootout)

Shutouts: Elle English

Atom: A

Feb 08 vs South Huron 
Sabres

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Emma McCoubrey, 
Maya Slot

ASSISTS: Leah Thompson

Atom: A

Feb 09 vs South Huron 
Sabres

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Sophia Metzger

ASSISTS: Ellie Schwindt

Atom: Atom B

Feb 24 vs Owen Sound Ice 
Csts

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Megan Nixon

ASSISTS: Chloe Further

Atom: Atom B

Feb 23 vs Twin Centre 
Hurricanes

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Sophie Hallman, 
Michaela Blanchet, Emily 
Brubacher

ASSISTS: Taylor Rayfield, 
Megan Nixon

Shutouts: Hailey Thom

PeeWee: LL

Feb 15 vs 1

HOME: 7 VISITOR: Guelph 
Jr. Gryphons Black

GOALS: Jaiden Radler (2), 
Sofia Fitch, Hailey Mueller 
(2), Addison Bettke, Maggie 
Ropp

ASSISTS: Sofia Fitch, Liah 
Hawkins, Jaiden Radler, 
Brooklyn Pope (2), Rinoa 
Ippersiel

PeeWee: PeeWee B

Feb 18 vs Wilmot Wolverines

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Nora Hanley

ASSISTS: Peyton Gaudet

Midget: Midget BB

Feb 11 vs Wilmot

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Claire Higgins, 
Avery Bender, Cassidy 
Moser

ASSISTS: Shae-Lynn Martin 
(2), Cassidy Moser (2), 
Sydney Dettweiler

Shutouts: n/a

We’d love to share them in the next 
sports section.    Submit them online.

GET IT IN THEGOT SCORES?

ads.observerxtra.com/scores
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Free lessons with any
machine purchased!

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday to Thursday.......... 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Friday................................. 9:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday............................. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

TEL. 5198846981

HD718

FREDERICK ST. MALL,  KITCHENER

kwsewingmachines.com

Serving the K-W Area for Over 40 Years

Repairs to all makes

$469.95

WINTER
CLEARANCE

•18 versatile stitches
• Heavy duty needle   

penetration
• Built-in needle threader
• One step automatic 

button-hole
• Hard carrying case  

$449.95 with ad

March - 1/2 Price

519-669-8117
Toll free 1-877-496-8117
384 Arthur St S., Elmira, N3B 2P4

www.crossroadsrestaurant.ca

Buy one full Hot Buffet and 
2 drinks at regular price and get 
the second Buffet at half price

Offer valid March 1 through March 31, 2020

One coupon per couple, Dine-in only
Not valid with any other discounts,

group rates or special pricing

519-669-8117

FOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CALL

COUPON

A Taste Of Home

When You’re Not!

The Wellesley Applejacks' win over the Firebirds in New Hamburg on Feb. 21 saw the team advance to the second round of the PJHL playoffs. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Deciding match came Feb. 21 in New Hamburg; Wellesley now faces the Ayr Centennials in PJHL action
Jacks defeat Firebirds in six, advance to second round

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

The Wellesley Applejacks 
advanced to the second 
round of the Provincial Ju-
nior Hockey League playoffs 
by defeating the New Ham-
burg Firebirds in six games.

With that, the Jacks are 
now playing the Ayr Cen-
tennials in a best-of-seven 
series that got underway 
Wednesday night.

The deciding match in 

the opening series came last 
Friday night at the Wilmot 
arena, where the Jacks post-
ed a 6-4 win.

Wellesley got on the board 
first when Warren Gorman, 
assisted by Gianfranco 
Commisso and Steven De-
Groot, scored at 7:04. New 
Hamburg’s Zach Mark tied it 
up exactly 10 minutes later, 
the score deadlocked at 1-1 
as the teams headed back to 
the room.

In the second, the home 

side took the lead on a Brady 
Schmidt goal at 8:37, but the 
Jacks would respond with 
three goals in a seven-min-
ute stretch to take control of 
the game. 

Conner Bradley made it 
2-2 at 11:39, assisted by DeG-
root and Matt Caskanette. A 
minute later it was 3-2 Jacks 
on a goal by Carson Wickie 
(Gorman). Justin McComb’s 
goal at 17:09 gave Wellesley 
the lead for good. Gorman 
picked up an assist on that 

one too.
New Hamburg’s Matt 

Mercier got his team within 
one when he scored at 6:15 
of the third period, but Zach 
Ribeiro (Commisso, Cas-
kanette) replied less than a 
minute later. A minute and a 
half after that, Ryan George 
got the Firebirds within one 
again – 5-4 – courtesy of a 
power-play goal. But that 
was as far as any comeback 
went.

With just six seconds left 

JUNIOR C HOCKEY

on the clock, McCombs 
(Wickie) capped off the win 
with another goal. 

Final shots were 41-29 
in favour of Wellesley in a 
match that was notable for 
few penalties – just seven 
in total over 60 minutes – 
though perhaps not surpris-
ing given what was at stake 
in an elimination game.

The round-two series 
with the Centennials 
opened Wednesday night 
(results weren’t available 

at press time) in Wellesley, 
with game two set for to-
night (Thursday) in Ayr. The 
teams return to the Welles-
ley arena Saturday night at 
7:30 p.m. before heading 
back to Ayr for a Sunday 
matinee (12:30 p.m.).

If necessary, game five is 
set for March 3 in Wellesley, 
with game six in Ayr on 
March 5. If the series goes 
the distance, game seven 
will be back in Wellesley on 
March 7.

Water Supply Notice  
Annual Water Quality Report 

on the Region’s Drinking Water 
The Regional Municipality of Waterloo is 
pleased to announce that the annual report 
on its drinking water quality will be available 
as of February 28. The report summarizes 
the results of bacteriological, physical and 
chemical tests conducted during the period 
January 1, 2019, to December 31, 2019 as 
required by Regulation 170/03 of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act. 

This report will be available on the Region 
website on or before February 28, 2020 at  
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/water-reports. 

If you would like to receive a copy of this  
report, or have any questions about drinking 
water quality, please call (519) 575-4400. 
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ESA Licence #7000438

519.698.2472 www.erbelectric.ca

L I N W O O D  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

The Next Linwood Clinic:  
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, March 6th, 2020 
4 – 8 pm 

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across Canada. Because it’s 
something we can do today to help others wake up 
healthier tomorrow.

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Stratford  
 ri ht lvd

9  or 
99

Listowel
 Maitla d Ave. S

9 9  

Visit southwestvets.ca

PRE-SEASON TUNE UP
On all makes of 

lawn & garden equipment 

Call or Email us at
519-669-2192  OR 

sales@efsaudersales.ca

The EDSS girls' hockey team dropped a 4-2 decision to Bluevale Collegiate during the WCSSAA playoffs Monday afternoon at the WMC in Elmira. [DAMON MACLEAN / THE OBSERVER]

The EDSS boys' hockey team advanced in the WCSSAA playoffs after defeating Grand River Collegiate 6-1 on Tuesday 
afternoon at the WMC. [DAMON MACLEAN / THE OBSERVER]

END OF THE LINE

LANCERS MOVE ON
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

A St. Jacobs-based business, The Crack Specialists, 
received the Business of the Year (1-10 Employees) 
Award Feb. 20 during the Greater Kitchener Waterloo 
Chamber of Commerce’s 2020 Business Excellence 
Awards. Organizations and volunteers were honoured 
in 14 categories.

Perth County’s economic development and tourism 
division won an Award of Excellence for the creation 
of the Discover More Flavour Farm Gate Map Project 
at an Economic Developers Council of Ontario event 
earlier this month. The county’s multi-year project 
contained two components: first a hard-copy printed 
map showing all of the locations of local food-based 
farm gates across the county. Second, an interactive 
digital map was developed.

CHAMBER AWARDS MAPPING IT OUT

RIVER SPA & BOUTIQUE JULIE MARTIN

#3 Chapel St., Hawkesville, Ontario

RIVER SPA & BOUTIQUERIVER SPA & BOUTIQUE JULIE MARTINJULIE MARTIN

$5.00

To Book an appointment call 519.699.4655

OFF
Manicure/Pedicure

(Valid until May 11, 2020)

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

Manicures • Facials • Ear Candling • Foot De-tox Baths

Have you
got a 
great tip?

Let us know!

See something happen?
Do you have the inside
line on a story? GET IT IN THE

ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Have you

great tip?
See something happen?
Do you have the inside

GET IT IN THE

I can’t imagine anything 
more important to the 
agriculture and food 

sector – or to society, for 
that matter – than a greater 
emphasis on food-produc-
tion education in schools.

Nothing can be better for 
farmers than to have kids, 
urban or rural, come home 
after school and be able to 

BOOSTING JOB NUMBERS

Scott Verhoeve and Charlene Hofbauer have launched an initiative which helps those aged 15 to 24 as they enter the workforce and begin looking for a career 
path. [SEAN HEEGER / THE OBSERVER]

New initiative for those aged 15 to 24, the largest group of out-of-work citizens, will be given insight into available jobs and salaries

Aiming to lower youth unemployment

Nothing is more important than ag and food education

ROBERTS | 14

explain food production 
to parents who may well 
have more questions than 
answers themselves.

And nothing can be 
more important for the 
public’s trust than to have 
consumers and decision 
makers who make buying 
choices and create policies 
about agriculture and food  

– one of our most basic 
human needs – based on 

knowledge, not fear.
Here’s why. By the mid-

dle of the century, the 
number of Ontarians aged 
15-64 years old is projected 
to increase by two million. 
Some of these people are 
in school today and know 
little if anything about 
how food is produced and 
where it comes from. And 

nearly 70 per cent of them 
live in large urban centers. 
So it’s easy to see why they 
need education to knowl-
edgeable choices about 
food and agriculture.

That’s where the nation-
al organization Agriculture 
in the Classroom – Can-
ada comes in. Across the 
country, it works with nine 

provincial member orga-
nizations to, in its words, 
“equip students and edu-
cators with the tools they 
need to have a balanced 
and informed understand-
ing of agriculture and 
food.”

In Ontario, agriculture 
in the classroom programs 

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

The youth unemployment 
rate continues to be the 
highest of all age groups in 
Waterloo Region.

Numbers recently re-
leased by Statistics Canada 
show the unemployment 
rate for those aged 15 to 
24 stands at 9.1 per cent. 
This is almost double the 
current 4.6 per cent rate for 
those 25 and older.

To combat this number, 
local groups have part-
nered to create ‘How the 
Labour Market Works,’ a 
marketing campaign aimed 
at giving youth and their 
family insight into the job 
market.

 “We wanted to show 
some pathways. … We 
wanted to show that there 
are many different ways 
and many different oppor-
tunities to get you where 
you think you want to go,” 
said Charlene Hofbauer, 
executive director of the 
Workforce Planning Board. 

She says not everyone 
gets to the job they want 
the same way and seeing 
the examples in the cam-
paign can help youth ex-
plore all options available 

to them in the job market.
The initiative is a mar-

keting campaign featuring 
six different youth who 
want to take varying career 
paths. The goal is to show 
those looking to enter the 
job market that there are 
many ways to get the job 
they want.

Campaign posters will 
hang in various locations 
which support youth. 

Graphics will also be used 
on social media to high-
light partners and events 
which can assist those who 
may be leaning towards a 
certain career.

One thing Hofbauer 
wants youth to understand 
from the campaign is they 
don’t need to begin explor-
ing the job market after 
they’re done school. They 
can begin while they’re still 

in the midst of their edu-
cation.

She said she hopes the 
campaign will assist those 
still in school, so they have 
an idea of what a career 
pathway may look like be-
fore they graduate. 

Scott Verhoeve, exec-
utive director with the 
Business and Education 
Partnership of Waterloo 
Region, worked alongside 

Hofbauer to create the 
campaign.

One of the things his or-
ganization does is run pro-
grams in local high schools 
to explore career options 
and give opportunities for 
students to meet with peo-
ple who can connect them 
with jobs.

He says a goal behind the 
campaign is to help youth 
connect the dots and bring 

partners together so paths 
can become clearer for 
those looking for work.

Hofbauer and Verhoeve 
do hope to expand the 
program in the future, but 
currently they believe the 
campaign in its current 
form does speak to many 
youth.

In this situation we tried 
to categorize six major but 
very different paths, but 
what they have in com-
mon is the understanding 
that there is a process so 
students can relate, said 
Verhoeve.

He says people will hit 
a bump in the road while 
searching for their dream 
job and the posters should 
make youth aware that this 
can happen and avoid them 
from being discouraged.

One thing Hofbauer 
hopes this campaign high-
lights is there is a multi-
tude of ways to travel your 
career path.

“There’s a lot of ways to 
get to your destination and 
all you have to do is look 
for the opportunities,” said 
Hofbauer.

How the Labour Market 
Works has already begun 
rolling out to some partner 
organizations in the area.

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
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We're in the heart of agriculture 
science and innovation in Canada.
Make a connection to producers, 
scientists and entrepreneurs.

OBSERVERXTRA .COM |  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2020 | 12

FCC Women in Ag Summit is a series of free events 
o�ered across Canada for women who are actively 
involved in a farm operation and want to learn, 
connect, be inspired and share their common love 
for the industry. An event is scheduled for Mar. 10 
(10 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.) at Bingemans in Kitchener. 
It’s is complimentary for all women in agriculture. 
www.fcc.ca/events

The Canada Grains Council (CGC) will receive some 
$430,000 to develop a pilot insurance product for 
grain exporters to address the risks they face of 
having their shipments rejected at the border of the 
importing country, the federal government announced 
this month. The CGC will also receive $789,558 to 
develop a ‘code of practice’ for farm production of 
Canadian grains.

WOMEN IN AG. GRAIN SUPPORTS

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

63 Union St., Elmira 
www.rytechmachine.ca

Anne Loeffler receives the Soil Champion Award from Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association president Stuart Wright. [SUBMITTED]

Conservation specialist named 2020 Soil Champion
Anne Loeffler’s unique 
ability to encourage 
adoption of on-farm wa-
ter quality improvement 
practices in the Grand 
River watershed has made 
her the 2020 Ontario Soil 
and Crop Improvement 
Association Soil Cham-
pion. The award, which 
recognizes leaders in sus-
tainable soil management, 
was presented at the OS-
CIA annual conference on 
February 4. 

“The region has a large 
diversity of farmers and 
farms with different levels 

of technology and Anne 
has been particularly ef-
fective at working with all 
of them to find solutions 
to water quality challeng-
es that they can accept 
and implement success-
fully,” says OSCIA presi-
dent Stuart Wright. “We’re 
proud to recognize her 
commitment to conserva-
tion, soil and water quali-
ty with the Soil Champion 
award.” 

Over 20 years ago, the 
Region of Waterloo, farm 
organizations, Grand 
River Conservation Au-

thority (GRCA), OSCIA 
and the Ontario Ministry 
of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) 
collaborated to develop 
the Rural Water Quality 
Program. 

The voluntary program, 
funded by the region, 
provides technical and 
financial assistance to 
farmers to improve and 
protect water quality in 
the watershed, where half 
a million people draw their 
drinking water from river 
sources. Similar programs 
now operate in Wellington, 

Brant, Dufferin, Oxford 
and Haldimand counties. 

As a conservation spe-
cialist with GRCA since 
1997, Loeffler’s main role 
has been to help farmers 
plan projects and prepare 
cost-share applications and 
promote the importance of 
soil conservation and water 
quality. 

It isn’t always easy to 
convince landowners to 
change long-held practic-
es, but Loeffler believes 
strongly in helping produc-
ers realize that soil conser-
vation is worth the effort 

as a long term investment 
with benefit to the farm. 
The most impactful change 
she’s seen related to en-
vironmental stewardship 
over the years has been the 
building of understand-
ing and trust between the 
farming community and 
downstream water users. 

“The producer wants 
the soil and nutrients to 
stay on their land and the 
municipality wants exactly 
the same thing, so we can 
make this kind of win-win 
happen,” she says. 

Nominations for the 

2021 Soil Champion can be 
submitted any time up to 
Nov. 1, 2020. See www.on-
tariosoilcrop.org for more 
information.

OSCIA is a not-for -profit 
grassroots farm organi-
zation whose mission is 
to facilitate responsible 
economic management of 
soil, water, air and crops 
through development and 
communication of innova-
tive farming practices.

By Lilian Schaer for Ontario Soil and 
Crop Improvement Association.
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Let’s talk 
Oats& Barley opportunities

for genes that fit your farm.®

Let’s talk 
Oats& Barley opportunities

for genes that fit your farm.®
Including a cereal in your rotation is important. 
Consider a food grade oat or barley contract
for your 2020 crop year.  

Including a cereal in your rotation is important. 
Consider a food grade oat or barley contract
for your 2020 crop year. 

519-664-3701

Contact us today:
craig@cribit.com
julia@cribit.com

519-664-3701

Contact us today:
craig@cribit.com
julia@cribit.com

For more information visit:
https://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts

For more information visit:
https://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts

G enes that t you r  f ar m ®  is a r eg ister ed  tr ad em ar k  of  S eC an.

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-323235 Howard Ave.  Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

The dairy industry is slowly being trampled by a wave of consumers who see it as only one of many options, for many reasons

Canada’s dairy sector faces uncertain future
There’s been a lot of talk 
recently about meat alter-
natives but dairy alterna-
tives are also becoming 
more popular. And when 
it comes to dairy in Cana-
da, given our quotas and 
high tariffs, the stakes are 
significantly higher.

Dairy alternatives can 
be seen everywhere from 
grocery stores to coffee 
shops. These products are 
no longer confined to the 
dusty shelves of specialty 
food and health stores, or 
located in some obscure 
places in major grocery 
stores. They are now quite 
visible.

Rice milk, soy milk, and 
other substitutes like oat, 
almond, cashew, coconut 
and even hemp milk are 
widespread. It’s happened 
fast and their emergence 
certainly spells trouble for 
the dairy industry.

For the last 50 years, 
supply management has 
allowed Canada’s dairy 
industry to produce the 
milk needed to meet de-
mand. It means access to 
fresh, high-quality sup-
plies and prices that are as 
constant as they can get.

MARKET PRESSURES

But recent trade deals 
with Asia and Europe will 
allow more dairy products 
into the Canadian market 
tariff-free. This created a 
breach in Canada’s sup-
ply management system, 
which is why the federal 
government is throwing 
almost $2 billion at dairy 
farmers, spread over eight 
years.

But the real menace 
may be on the domestic 
front, with consumers 
clearly longing for choice.

Alternatives will likely 
chip away at some of the 
Canadian dairy industry’s 
market share. As domes-
tic demand for milk and 
some other dairy products 
drops, so will the number 
of farms and processing 
plants.

Saputo recently an-
nounced the closure of 
two plants, in New Bruns-
wick and Trenton, Ont. 
Agropur, the largest dairy 
co-operative in the coun-
try, faces major financial 
headwinds. Difficult deci-
sions loom as the market 
flirts with plant-based 
alternatives.

According to Bloomberg 

Businessweek, retail 
sales of oat milk in the 
U.S. soared from US$4.4 
million in 2017 to $29 mil-
lion in 2019, surpassing 
almond milk as the fast-
est-growing dairy alter-
native. The same market 
reaction is being reported 
in Canada.

And Starbucks recently 
announced it will heavily 
promote dairy alterna-
tives in its stores as part 
of its sustainability am-
bitions.

Even if milk scores well 
on nutrition, the alterna-
tives are getting traction 
for two fundamental rea-
sons.

The first is the envi-
ronment. An increasing 
number of consumers see 
the planet in their glass 
or on their plate. A Uni-
versity of Oxford study 
published in 2018 sug-
gested that dairy alter-
natives rate better than 
cow’s milk when it comes 
to carbon emissions, and 
how much land and water 
they use.

The study, however, 
didn’t consider the ener-
gy required to move prod-

ucts to points of sale. Al-
mond milk, for example, 
can be very taxing on the 
environment if purchased 
in Canada, since we don’t 
produce almonds.

But the study is helping 
to convince consumers to 
consider alternatives.

The other hot-button 
issue is animal welfare.

Most Canadians don’t 
understand how dairy 
production works. And 
given that many people 
barely have the time to 
even cook, most city 
dwellers won’t invest the 
energy to visit farms and 
talk to farmers. So dairy 
farming is a mystery.

As soon as they catch a 
glimpse of dairy genetics 
and how cows are im-
pregnated, for example, 
concerns are raised for 
uninformed consumers. 
In fact, 24 per cent of 
Canadians under 39 ques-
tion the ethics of dairy 
farming practices. With 
those in their 20s, that 
number goes up to 30 per 
cent, according to a study 
to be released soon by 
Dalhousie University.

Some of these younger 

Canadian adults proba-
bly believe dairy farming 
should be outlawed.

The dairy industry is 
slowly being trampled 
by a wave of consumers 
who see it as one of many 
options, for a variety of 
reasons.

To make things even 
more complicated for the 
sector, some lab-grown 
milk and dairy products 
are already being sold in 
the United States. Only 
26 per cent of Canadians 
would be willing to taste 
a product made in a labo-
ratory, based on a recent 
survey. But with clear 
environmental benefits 
and no impact on animal 
rights, the case for lab-
grown proteins is being 
built.

The Dairy Farmers of 
Canada seems oblivious 
to what’s happening. The 
group’s aggressive adver-
tising campaign is trying 
to make the case that 
dairy farming is ethical 
and responsible.

But as consumer choice 
broadens, this campaign 
shows how dairy farmers 
have lost touch with what 

buyers want.
The inability of dairy 

farmers to engage in new 
media platforms to help 
shape the conversation is 
astoundingly short-sight-
ed. The industry has rare-
ly shown willingness to 
listen to consumers and 
it’s paying for it now.

International markets 
could use some Canadian 
dairy but for that, our 
dairy programs will need 
some serious rethinking.

Dairy farming is in 
trouble and the current 
supply management re-
gime is not helping. The 
sector’s infatuation with 
farm gate price fairness 
needs to give more space 
to innovative solutions 
to keep milk viable. Food 
innovation is about find-
ing the unknown while 
providing an intuitive, 
valuable solution to a 
changing marketplace.

So what else can we do 
with milk?

Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior 
director of the agri-food analytics 
lab and a professor in food 
distribution and policy at Dalhousie 
University.



14  | BUSINESS VENTURES THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2020

Let us help you make your kitchen dreams
come true with an updated kitchen!

Contact us for a free consultation. 

Call: 226•220•1196
www.martinandmousso.ca

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Dogs on Trails
The Township of Woolwich has some of the prettiest trails in the area 
and we love hearing how much people enjoy them.  We also hear 
concerns from people who are uncomfortable or even afraid when 
other trail users let their dogs run loose along the trail.

No dog owner can be 100% certain what will happen if their unleashed 
dog runs to greet another human or dog on the trail. For awareness, 
the Township has an Animal Control By-law that regulates dogs.  It 
requires all dogs to be leashed when off the property of the owner and 
the fine for letting a dog run loose is $195.00.  The by-law also sets 
out a fine of $495.00 for situations where an owner has not taken 
steps to prevent their dog from biting or attacking another person or 
dog.  Finally, no trail user should have to look at or step in what your 
dog leaves behind and the fine for not cleaning up after your pet is $195.00.  These laws apply to the entire 
Township with an intent to foster a safer, cleaner community.  Your consideration as a dog owner is necessary 
and appreciated.  If your dog requires off-leash time, let them enjoy the Township’s Leash Free Dog Parks 
located at 75 Oriole Parkway East in Elmira and 65 Water Street in St. Jacobs.  

Did you receive a dog tag application  
in the mail with your tax bill?

Pursuant to By-law #31-2018, all dog owners in the 
Township of Woolwich are required to buy dog tags 
for each of their dogs annually or within 21 days of 
moving into the Township. Tags must be purchased 
each year before April 15th and expire December 
31st. After April 15th outstanding dog tag fees will 
be added to the tax roll with a $15.00 administration 
fee. Dog owners are limited to three dogs per property.

are delivered by an organi-
zation called AgScape. Its 
Ontario-certified teacher 
ambassadors are paid 
supply-teacher rates. They 
respond to requests from 
classroom teachers to de-
liver lessons on the likes 

with program development 
and delivery. Most lately, 
it’s activities also include 
working towards having a 
common framework for ag-
riculture in the classroom 
across provinces.

Late last week, about 
30 representatives from 
throughout Ontario’s 
agriculture and food sec-
tor – fruit and vegetable 
growers, Christian farmers, 
seed and fertilizer dealers, 
among them – gathered at 
the University of Guelph 
Arboretum centre to con-
tribute to the framework’s 
development. It’s one of 
nearly a dozen such meet-
ings that will be taking 
place across the country 

this winter and spring.
Among the topics cov-

ered were whether Ag in 
the Classroom programs 
should branch out beyond 
the classroom. With pro-
vincial resources for edu-
cation being increasingly 
challenged, there’s hardly 
enough money available 
to pay regular classroom 
teachers, let alone support 
programs that once were 
staples. 

For example, would 
more on-farm education be 
useful to enhance students’ 
understanding of agricul-
ture and food production? 
Absolutely. What about 
visiting ag and food-relat-
ed labs at the University 

 � ROBERTS: Getting the word out to students in the classroom is a big but crucial job, with a matching fundraising effort
FROM 11 of climate change, bio-

technology, local food and 
the most popular topic, 
careers.

Over the last year, 
AgScape’s been on a roll, 
having increased lesson 
delivery by 166 per cent. It 
needs to be this robust to 

meet demand: Two million 
of Canada’s 5.5 million stu-
dents are in Ontario.

The national organiza-
tion has launched a fund-
raising campaign to try to 
raise one dollar – $5.5 mil-
lion in all – for every stu-
dent in the country, to help 

of Guelph and elsewhere 
to learn what biotechnol-
ogy is about, and see it in 
action? That would be en-
lightening, for sure.

In an era of lifelong 
learning, a bigger ques-
tion is what constitutes a 
classroom once primary 
and secondary education 
is over. There’s no ques-
tion the Canadian popu-
lation at large could use 
help learning about food 
production.

But for now, Ag in the 
Classroom has its hands 
full with the millions of 
students who need its 
services. Simply put, its 
importance can’t be over-
stated. 

INVESTMENT IN RESEARCH

Federal Minister of Seniors Deb Schulte (middle) was at the Schlegel-UW Research Institute for Aging Feb. 14 to an-
nounce funding for the Supporting Inclusion through Intergenerational Partnerships (SIIP). She was joined by Kitch-
ener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis, RIA executive director Josie d’Avernas, Schlegel Health Care CEO James Schlegel and 
Marwan Tabbara, MP Kitchener South-Hespler.  [SUBMITTED]
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-residential

 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

AUCTION SALE
Of

Antiques, collectibles, household goods 
and miscellaneous items, to be held at the 
K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles 

south of Wellesley, on

SATURDAY, MARCH 7TH @ 9:30 A.M.

ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES:  Hanging 
Cranberry glass lamp.  Bentley & Playfair 
double barrel gun, 28 gauge muzzle loader, 
good condition (no PAL needed).  3 gallon 
“Burners & Campbell” Toronto blue 
decorated jug.  WE Welding Brantford 3 
gallon flowered jug.  WE Welding Brantford 
5 gallon blue decorated crock.  3 - 8 pl. 
settings of Royal Albert china (Lavender 
Rose, Petite Point).  Roseville vase.  Cigar 
box.  Assorted Stanley planes including # 
2, # 5 #78, 12-204, etc.  Dominion Royal tire 
ash tray.  Mutual Life bookends.  8 table top 
hockey games.  5 older counter top radios.  
Matchbox & Dinky toys & other metal toys.  
24 Royal Doultons (see web for details). Fruit 
jar collection including The Rose, Burlington, 
Darling, Anchor, no dot Crown, rare green 
Beehive, green Beaver, Star, Atlas, Gem 
& more (many green).  18 embossed & silk 
screened Ontario milk bottles. Plastic Coca 
Cola wall clock.  Canada Dry “Wink” wall 
clock. 10 Beswick animals (Horse with 
blanket, Herford bull, 2 Jersey cows, dog, 
donkey, etc.).  Cities Service 5 gal oil pail.  
BA 2 ½ gal. oil can.  Oil cans.  Northern 
Electric wooden wall phone.  Rotary dial 
phones.  Hooked mats.  Calendars.  Signs 
(McCormicks, Candy-Bonbons, Dominion of 
Canada Insurance).  Limited Edition prints.  
Beatrice Potter Peter Rabbit books (full 
set).  Tea Mug “The Beatles”.  Huether & 
Kuntz beer & ash trays.  Pull toys including 
soldier on horse.  Child’s press back rocker. 8 
pieces of Moorcroft.  China & glass including 
orange & green carnival glass, green 
carnival punch set, pressed glass goblets, 
crystal, 6 cornflower pilsners (red bottoms), 
Royal Nippon, depression glass (pink & 
green), Myott Rose patterned china, Royal 
Albert cups & saucers, Spongeware plate, 
Mary Gregory tumbler, Fenton glass,  Pyrex, 
Fire King, cake plates, etc.
See www.gerberauctions.net for photos & 
complete list. 
TERMS – cash, debit or cheque with I.D. 
10% buyer’s premium.

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of

95 acre farm, machinery, and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 2517 Fischer-Hallman 

Rd. North Dumfries Twp. (north of 
Roseville, approx. 1 ½ miles south of 

Kitchener City limits), for Evan and Anne 
Snider, on

SATURDAY, MARCH 14TH @ 9:30 A.M.

FARM (SELLING AT 11AM) – 95 acres, 
more or less, approx. 90 workable, majority 
open bottom soil, no open ditches, 1 large 
field.  Barn – 60 X 65ft. bank barn with 
attached additions.  Shed/garage – 30 X 
75ft. c/w coloured steel siding.  On premises 
is a 40 X 90ft. combination storage facility 
and a successfully operated retail pet 
food & accessary store (ask proprietors 
to see the books).  Store has adjoining 
kitchen, bathroom, propane in-floor heat 
and newer septic system.  Near store are 2 
“leash free” dog parks.  House – 1 ½ field 
stone with attached 40 year old addition, 
9 year old addition, garage and private 
deck overlooking a beautifully manicured 
backyard.  Note – In past the house has been 
used as 2 separate living quarters.  Propane 
furnace, central air, 9 year old septic system, 
drilled well.  NOTE – An exceptional property 
in an excellent location.  A great piece of dirt 
that regularly provides high yields.  See web 
for terms.  TO VIEW call any time at 519-696-
3213 or attend open house Saturday Feb 29th 
10am to 1pm.
MACHINERY & MISC. ITEMS (beginning 
at 9:30am):  AC 7000 tractor, 2wd, cab, good 
rubber, rebuilt in 2011.  MF 270 tractor with 
MF 236 loader, 6ft. bucket, pallet fork, 2wd, 
good condition.  Int. 4500 – 16ft. cultivator, 
walking tandems.  Puma 7 ½ ft. 3ph snow 
blower, hyd. hood.  AC 8ft. 3ph scraper 
blade.  Walker 26hp lawn mower, zero turn, 
grass catcher, 1815 hours.  7in. X 31ft. auger 
with motor (on wheels).  Older flat rack 
wagon.  6 compartment meter mill with 7.5hp 
motor.  2 – 5000 bushel & 1 – 3500 bushel 
steel commodity bins (to be removed).  2500 
bushel hopper bottom bin (to be removed).  2 
hog elevators.  “Dry All’ flow dryer for parts 
or scrap.  Stihl KM90R trimmer with blade 
and edger attachments.  Stihl limbing saw.  
Dewalt cut off saw.  Lincoln AC-225 welder.  
Hand tools.  Stainless steel hog penning.  
Assorted gates.  Round hog feeders.  Gas 
tank with pump.  Barn fans (1 – stainless).  
Box full of tractor & machinery manuals and 
sales literature – approx. 70 pieces (majority 
Allis & NH).  Electric motors.  Stable cleaner 
flights & chain (clockwise) plus a wagonload 
of farm related items.  
NOTE – See www.gerberauctions.net for 
photos.  Sale order (starting at 9:30am) – 
wagonload, miscellaneous items, machinery.  
Proprietors and auctioneers not responsible 
for accidents day of sale. 
TERMS – Cash or cheque with I.D.       

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Production Worker
This fulltime position will involve shift work week 

days (Monday to Friday) with an occasional 
Saturday shift. Responsibilities will include 

warehouse duties, pelleting/batching and receiving.

The successful applicant will have
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relation-

ships with co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively 

with customers.
At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits We offer a competitive wage, pension 
plan and group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume and three references to:
Human Resources

Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,

Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Help Wanted Immediately at

 

Cash, customer service and helping in the kitchen.

Please call Sarah at 519-669-5353 
or in person at 22 Church St. W. Elmira.  

Elmira Donuts & Deli
Help Wanted Immediately at

Elmira Donuts & Deli 
Cash, customer service and helping in the kitchen.

Please call Sarah at 519-669-5353 
or in person at 22 Church St. W. Elmira.  

Please submit your resume to:
  info@bonnieschickhatchery.com 

or drop off at 18 Arthur Street North, Elmira.
  

Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Office/Customer Service Position
Bonnie’s Chick Hatchery Ltd is seeking an energetic 
positive thinking person to fill an office/customer 
service position.  

This position is Monday-Friday Full-Time Seasonal.

The successful applicant must be flexible and able to 
work in a fast paced environment and be able to start 
as soon as possible.  

Your duties will include: Sales & Customer Service, 
Invoicing, addressing inquiries, maintaining 
documents, reporting and related tasks.

Experience: Knowledge of MS Office and Simply 
Accounting(Sage) are an asset.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

AUCTION

AUCTION

HELP WANTED
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Our St. Jacobs Distribution Centre currently has the  
following opportunity...

Term Material Handlers (#967)
Afternoon & Night shift positions 

Term Position from March - December 2020

Responsible to the Shift Foreman for helping to maintain service 
levels to Home Hardware Dealers, you will contribute to the smooth 
�ow of merchandise through the Distribution Centre by picking, 
packing, shipping, and receiving.

Able to perform strenuous physical activities including walking, 
standing, bending, and lifting. You demonstrate high-quality 
accuracy and attention to detail, and have excellent reading and 
number skills. You are a reliable team player with a great attitude and 
willing to be trained on powered lift equipment. Good attendance and 
punctuality are important.

Signi�cant output of physical effort is required through lifting, 
bending, pulling, pushing, etc. The ability to lift a minimum of 50 

pounds without dif�culty on a consistent basis is needed.

Rate of Pay: $18.64 per hour - $20.54 per hour   
Additional 7.5% Shift Premium applies on 40 hours/week

Hours: Night Shift - 11pm to 7am Sunday night  
through Friday morning
Afternoon Shift - 3pm to 11pm Monday to Friday

We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions. 
Interested Candidates, please Visit www.homehardware.ca to apply.

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, 
only quali�ed candidates will be contacted for 
interviews. We will accommodate the needs of 
quali�ed applicants under the Human Rights Code in 
all parts of the hiring process.

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

FOR SALE

DRYWALL LIFT COM-
PLETE WITH EXTEN-
sion bars. As new. $150 
firm. 519-893-7404.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed bag. Sac-
rifice $195. Delivery avail-
able $35. 519-635-8737.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF 
POTTERY, ANTIQUES, 
collectibles, tools, JD 
riding mower, house-
hold goods and miscel-
laneous items, To be 
held at the K.W. Khaki 
club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 
2 miles south of Welles-
ley, for John Wine, Bre-
slau, Eileen O'Krafta, 
Rostock & George & Pat 
Davies, Elora, on Sat-
urday, February 29th @ 
9:30 a.m. Auctioneers 
- Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451 or 519-
698-0138 

AUCTION SALE OF 
ANTIQUES, COLLECT-
ibles, household goods 
and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at the 
K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles 
south of Wellesley, on 
Saturday, March 7th @ 
9:30 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 519-698-0138 

SAT. MARCH 7 AT 
10:00AM - PROPERTY 
auction of a country 
property with a charming 
1 ½ storey, 4 bedrooms 
brick home; and house-
hold effects. 975 Saw-
mill Rd, Bloomingdale. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd.  
519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com 

 
CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS 
CONTINUE 
ON PAGE 16 100% LOCAL
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R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

OPEN HOUSE Saturday February 29th 1-3pm 
140 Killdeer Road, Elmira

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.comSolid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Elmira 1990 square feet plus finished basement! This bright 3 
bedrm, 2 bathrm home is finished from top to bottom. Welcom-
ing you into the house is the spacious front foyer, the functional 
layout offers an open concept living space, with large windows 
and separate dining room. The second floor offers a large 
master bedroom with luxurious ensuite, with stand in shower & 
soaker jet tub. The 2 additional bedrms are well-appointed, with 
easy access to the 4 pc bathroom, and upper floor laundry 
room. The finished basement has a well laid out recreation 
room with a 2 pc bathrm. If that is not enough, then walk out 
onto your 2 tiered deck, and enjoy the trees & walking trails your 
new home backs onto. Appliances included, roof shingles 2019. 

Guelph Lovingly maintained, one-owner, end unit, bungaloft 
offering 1850 square feet of finished living space. The main 
floor has everything you need, a kitchen with an abundance 
of cabinetry, a spacious bright great room with walk-out to 
private deck, master suite with ‘walk-in closet’ and cheater 4 
pc ensuite and main floor laundry. Rounding off the main 
floor is a 2nd room, overlooking your front porch.  The upper 
level includes a roomy loft that is open to the main floor, 2nd 
bedroom with walk in closet, and 4 pc Bath. Catch the 
afternoon sun on your covered front porch or enjoy a 
summer BBQ on you back deck overlooking the wooded 
green space with a babbling brook. The basement is current-
ly unfinished and awaiting your layout desires. All appliances 
included, convenient to all amenities and move in ready with 
immediate close available. $624,900$624,900$624,900

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

$549,900$549,900$549,900$549,900

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

new home backs onto. Appliances included, roof shingles 2019. $549,900$549,900$549,900$549,900$549,900$549,900

offering 1850 square feet of finished living space. The main 
floor has everything you need, a kitchen with an abundance 
of cabinetry, a spacious bright great room with walk-out to 
private deck, master suite with ‘walk-in closet’ and cheater 4 
pc ensuite and main floor laundry. Rounding off the main 
floor is a 2nd room, overlooking your front porch.  The upper 
level includes a roomy loft that is open to the main floor, 2nd 
bedroom with walk in closet, and 4 pc Bath. Catch the 

of cabinetry, a spacious bright great room with walk-out to 
private deck, master suite with ‘walk-in closet’ and cheater 4 

bedroom with walk in closet, and 4 pc Bath. Catch the 
afternoon sun on your covered front porch or enjoy a 
summer BBQ on you back deck overlooking the wooded 
green space with a babbling brook. The basement is current
ly unfinished and awaiting your layout desires. All appliances 

of cabinetry, a spacious bright great room with walk-out to 
private deck, master suite with ‘walk-in closet’ and cheater 4 
pc ensuite and main floor laundry. Rounding off the main 
floor is a 2nd room, overlooking your front porch.  The upper 
level includes a roomy loft that is open to the main floor, 2nd 
bedroom with walk in closet, and 4 pc Bath. Catch the 
afternoon sun on your covered front porch or enjoy a 
summer BBQ on you back deck overlooking the wooded SOLD

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

Quiet court setting, ‘move-in ready’ 3 level 
backsplit with lots of storage. Hardwood 
in LR, DR and kitchen. Open concept from 
kitchen to D.A. w/breakfast bar. Side door 
to stamped concrete patio. Private back 
yard. Garden doors from master to small 
balcony. 3rd bdrm is presently used as a 
laundry room but easily converted to a 
bdrm. Rec room withfireplace.  Newer 
windows and siding. Single garage & 
long dbl wide driveway. MLS 

12 CHICKADEE COURT

$559,900

Backing onto present farmland, updat-
ed bungalow is sure to impress! Maple 
kitchen w/island. Gas fireplace in L.R.  
Main flr office, master bdrm with cheat-
er ensuite and walk-in closets. 2 other 
bdrms on main flr.  Large rec room w/
gas fireplace, 4th bdrm and bathroom. 
Covered porch overlooking rear yard. Tri-
ple garage and huge concrete yard with 
ample parking area.  MLS 

7223 LINE 86, WALLENSTEIN

$749,900

Backing onto present farmland, updat-
ed bungalow is sure to impress! Maple 
kitchen w/island. Gas fireplace in L.R.  
Main flr office, master bdrm with cheat
er ensuite and walk-in closets. 2 other 
bdrms on main flr.  Large rec room w/

$749,900$749,900

bdrms on main flr.  Large rec room w/
gas fireplace, 4th bdrm and bathroom. 

kitchen w/island. Gas fireplace in L.R.  
Main flr office, master bdrm with cheat
er ensuite and walk-in closets. 2 other 
bdrms on main flr.  Large rec room w/
gas fireplace, 4th bdrm and bathroom. SOLD

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Production/Assembly of 
Kitchen Appliances

The ideal individual will have previous 
experience working with hand and 

power tools, a keen eye for detail, the 
ability to assist others as required and 

a strong desire to learn.

Metal Polisher 
We are looking for a metal polisher to 

sand, buff and prepare parts for Nickel, 
Chrome and Copper plating.  An 

experienced polisher is preferred, but 
training will be provided to a candidate 
that exhibits the basic skills to excel at 
this position.  These skills include: good 

hand-eye coordination, attention to 
detail and the operation of various 

types of power tools.

Now Hiring for
Full-time Dayshift Positions

If you are an individual who meets
the requirements of either position,

we welcome you to email your resume 
with employment references to:
barb@elmirastoveworks.com

or drop it off in person at 
285 Union Street, Elmira

The successful candidate must have a 
Positive attitude, Good communication 

skills, and a Strong work ethic.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

DATE: Sat. Mar. 7, @ 10:00 am
LOCATION: 5461, Hwy 86, 1 km N. of Guelph Auto Mall
PREVIEW: Friday, Mar. 6, 1-4 pm and sale day 9 am

FURNITURE & ANTIQUES: Deacons Bench/Vanity& 
Mirror/4� Pine Table with drawer/Oak wash 
Stand/Hoosier Cupboard/Old Pine Side Board 40” 
Wide Dome Top/3/4 East Lake Bed/Wicker Base Day 
Bed/Old Tables, Chairs & Rockers/Wooden Pole 
Lamps/Railway Cart/Wicker Chairs/Cherry Display 
Cabinet/6 gallon crock/Collectables/Pa�o 
Furniture/Storage Boxes on wheels/ 50’sBar 
Stools/Lots Not Men�oned.
TOOLS & MISC: Poulan Gas Chain Saw/B&D Hedge 
Trimmers /Bolt Cu�ers/Large Variety of New & used 
Wrenches, Pliers, Socket Sets, Drill Bits, Levels & 
Squares/ 30” Bender Brake(new)/ 3 Ton Floor 
Jack/Quan�ty of Turf Tires Mounted on 8” 4 Bolt 
Wheels/ Older Paint Sprayers with engine on 
carts/22” Poulan Pro 6.75Hp 4 cycle lawnmower/Lots 
of Garden tools/2 Raleigh 10 speed Bicycles/Electric 
Lawnmower/Sco�s Fer�lizer spreader/2 New -60pc 
Mechanics tool sets/ New Filter Wrenches & Grinding 
Wheels.
NASCAR & MEMORABILIA: Jimmy Johnson & Tony 
Stewart Jackets/Dale Earnhardt Sr & Jr framed 
posters/Large Collec�on of 1/24 scale NASCAR (MM, 
Dale Earnhardt Sr & Jr)
Terms: 10% buyer’s premium. Cash and/or Debit. 
Cheque with proper ID. Any announcements day of 
sale take precedence over ads. Auc�oneer, Auc�on 
company or proprietors not responsible for accidents, 
injury, damage or loss of property on sale day.

Kurtz Auctions Inc.
ESTATE AUCTION SALE

Kurtz Auctions Inc. / Auctioneer: 
Brian S Kurt (519)836-0342  |  Email: brian@kurtzauctionsinc.com 

See www.kurtzauctionsinc.ca and https://facebook.com/bri-
an.kurtz3950 for photos and update on new items.  

HELP WANTED

AUCTION

MON. MARCH 9 AT 
7:00PM - ONLINE ONLY 
auction closing of mil-
itary; toys; collectibles; 
ephemera and much 
much more. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. www.Jantzi-
auctions.hibid.com.

AUCTION SALE OF 95 
ACRE FARM, MACHIN-
ery, and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 
2517 Fischer-Hallman 
Rd. North Dumfries 

Twp. (north of Roseville, 
approx. 1 ½ miles south 
of Kitchener City limits), 
for Evan and Anne Snider, 
on Saturday, March 14th 
@ 9:30 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 519-698-0138. 

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 

Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20 & 40kg's, Ice melt 
comes in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

BUYING ALL OLD 
POCKET AND WRIST 
watches Illinois, Hamil-
ton, Omega, Rolex, Bret-
ling, Tudor etc. Silver & 
gold coins, early paper 
money, rock records, 
gold jewellery, diamonds, 
clocks, cash waiting. Call 
Terry at 519-242-6900 or 
email gallamore@golden.
net Fair, honest prices.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

 

Buying 
or 

selling?

This
is the
place!place!

Your #1 
source

for local
real estate.

FIND YOUR NEW HOME!

100% LOCAL NEWS
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

OPEN HOUSE | SUN., MAR 1ST |  1  3 PM
9 BLUE HERON CRT, ELMIRA 

$669,900    Wow! Sought after location on a quiet Court. This 4 level 
sidesplit offers an updated maple kitchen, walkout to the deck & 
mature yard with shed. Spacious main floor living room, recreation 
room with gas fireplace and finished games room. 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, central air, central vac, appliances included, extra long 
double driveway & attached garage.  NEW MLS                       

NEW LISTING!

Monique
Roes

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

519-747-2040

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

519-669-3192

Monique
Roes

Monique
Roes

Monique
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Shanna
HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

5080 AMENT LINE, LINWOOD
ROOM FOR EXTENDED FAMILY 
It’s the quiet country life you’ve 
dreamed of, 15 minutes from KW.  
Over half an acre lot including an 
inground pool and lots of space for 
all your toys in the 3 car garage.  
This expansive home enjoys 
4bdrm and 4 baths and plenty of 
space for an inlaw suite.  

Melanie
Beisel

SALES REPRESENTATIVE519-590-0835 • mbeisel@royallepage.ca 

$825,000

OPEN HOUSE | SATURDAY & SUNDAY  24 PM

NEW PRICE!

THANK YOUDEATH NOTICES

GIRARD, VERNA M. - Passed away peace-
fully at Barnswallow Place Care Community, 
Elmira on Tuesday, February 18, 2020 at the 
age of 93.

MOYER, GERALD CHARLES - Passed away 
on Saturday, February 22, 2020 at Grand 
River Hospital at the age of 84, of West 
Montrose.

NAFZIGER, IDELLA - With sadness the family 
of Idella Nafziger announces her peaceful 
passing, on Thursday, February 20, 2020 at 
St. Mary's Hospital, in her 91st year.

RICHMOND, JAMES REGINALD  - Jamie 
passed away unexpectedly at his residence 
in Toronto on Saturday, February 15, 2020 at 
the age of 53.

OBITUARY

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

 $2,250,000 | 3rd Concession (Lebanon) 
Farm 3rd Concession. Quality land only 15 months from organic certification. 
Farm is fully fenced.  2 Weather All outbuildings. 17 acres bush. Beautiful custom 
built home (ICF) construction, open concept. finished basement, 3+1 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths, Numerous features.  MLS  Call Dale Direct

$996,000  |  Near Drayton   
I.3 acre beautifully landscaped Cape Cod home with a grannie flat/1bedroom 
apt. 3+1 bedrooms, 4 baths, 20 x 38 hobby shop, large garden shed, pool, on a 
paved road. The rooms are spacious, great room w fp and soaring ceiling, open 
concept kitchen and dining.  Totally finished basement. MLS Call Dale.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consec-
tetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 

Lorem 
ipsum 
dolor 
sit 

Thank You 
I would like to thank 
my family, relatives, 

neighbours and friends 
for all the cards, gifts and 

charitable donations I 
received on the occasion of 

my 100th birthday.

Your kindness and 
generosity are greatly 

appreciated.

Marcella Furlong

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

FINANCIAL SERVICES

PRINTING SERVICES

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

Bertin, Lucy
Peacefully passed away on Monday, 
February 24, 2020 at St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Kitchener, at the age of 
90. Beloved wife for over 68 years of 
Armand Bertin of Elmira. Dear mother 
of the late AnnaMarie and William 
Lapstra, Anthony and Nicky, Paul and 
Wendy, Michael and Salvina, Karen 
and Robert. Lovingly remembered 
by her grandchildren, the late Julie 
(Greg), Nicole; Heather (Brendon), 
Christopher (Katie); Leslie (Steve), 
Catherine, Carla (Jim); Lisa (André); 
Justus and Morgan, and by her great-
grandchildren Cassie; Annabella, 
Marley; Benjamin; McKenzie, Emma; 
and Ezekiel. Predeceased by her 
parents Felix and Luigia Tallevi and 
three brothers. The family will receive 
their relatives and friends on Friday, 
February 28, 2020 from 2-4 and 7-9 
p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira, with parish 
prayers at 8:30 p.m. A funeral mass 
will be held on Saturday, February 
29, 2020 at 11 a.m. at St. Teresa of 
Avila RC Church, 19 Flamingo Dr., 
Elmira, with a reception to follow. 
Interment in Elmira Union Cemetery. 
In Lucy’s memory, donations to St. 
Teresa of Avila Building Fund would 
be appreciated as expressions of 
sympathy. Special thank you to the 7th 
floor nursing staff and Dr. Upenieks for 
their kind and compassionate care. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

WELCOME TO THE HOME
FOR AREA-WIDE AUCTIONS.

GET THE LATEST SALE DATES EVERY WEEK.

Planning a
special event?

BOOK AN AD: ads.observerxtra.com/ads

Planning a
special event?

BOOK AN AD: ads.observerxtra.com/ads

Get the word out!

FAMILY ALBUM ANNOUNCEMENTS

YOUR 
HOME
FOR

PUBLIC
NOTICES
GET THE LATEST 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
from the Region 

and the Townships.

#1NEWS SOURCE
I N  T H E  R E G I O N
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

We Support Our Community

$25 donation
to Woolwich

Community Services
with equipment

purchase Call us for details

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

TOWNSHIPS OF WOOLWICH and CENTRE WELLINGTON 
CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Middlebrook Place Bridges # 170160 and # 180160 
NOTICE OF STUDY COMPLETION

In November 2017 the Township of Woolwich and the Township of Centre Wellington 
initiated a Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental Assessment to review alternatives 
for the Middlebrook Truss Bridge and the Middlebrook Concrete Bridge. Structural 
inspections identified the need for permanent closure, repairs or replacement of the 
Middlebrook Truss Bridge and the Middlebrook Concrete Bridge due to their condition. 
The purpose of the study was to determine a strategy to address the short and long term 
needs of the structures.
A key component of this study was consultation with interested stakeholders, agencies 
and members of the public. A Notice of Study Commencement inviting input was published 
February 16, 2018 and a Public Consultation Centre (PCC) was held on November 27, 
2018 to present existing conditions, 
alternative solutions and their potential 
impacts on the social, cultural, natural, 
technical and economic environments 
and to request feedback. On November 
12, 2019 a Notice of Schedule Change 
and Meeting Before Council was issued, 
which outlined that the preliminary 
recommendations to Council were 
removal of the Middlebrook Truss Bridge 
and rehabilitation of the Middlebrook 
Concrete Bridge. The study was 
presented to Township of Woolwich 
Council on January 21, 2020 at the 
Committee of the Whole meeting. Given 
that the evaluation of the rehabilitation 
and replacement alternatives for the Middlebrook Concrete Bridge were similar with 
limited impacts and comparable capital costs, the Township of Woolwich Council directed 
staff to proceed with the following as the preferred solution:

• Removal without replacement of the Middlebrook Truss Bridge
• Replacement of the Middlebrook Concrete Bridge

The preferred solutions from the January 21, 2020 meeting were officially approved by the 
Township of Centre Wellington Council on January 27, 2020 and the Township of Woolwich 
Council on January 28, 2020.
The Final Project File Report, documenting the study process and rationale for the 
Preferred Solution, is available for public review, starting February 19, 2020, on the 
Township of Woolwich website:
https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx
and at the Township of Woolwich Administration Office at 24 Church Street West, P.O. 
Box 158, Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6. Office Hours are Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
The Project File will also be available for review at the Township of Centre Wellington 
Administration Office at 1 McDonald Square, Elora, N0B 1S0. Office hours are the same 
as the Township of Woolwich.
This Notice initiates a 30 calendar day Public Review Period. We encourage members of 
the public to review the Project File and share their comments or concerns by March 20, 
2020. Please contact one of the following members of the project team if you have any 
questions or comments:

If serious concerns arise regarding this project, that cannot be resolved through 
discussions with the Township, you may request the Minister of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks (MECP) to issue a ‘Part II Order’ for the project. Within the 
Part II Order request, the Minister may be requested to refer the matter to mediation, 
impose additional project conditions, and/or request an elevated scope of study (i.e. an 
individual environmental assessment). A Part II Order request requires the completion 
of a ‘Part II Order Request’ Form (i.e. Form ID No.012-2206E). The form can be found 
online on Service Ontario’s Central Forms Repository website (http://www.forms.ssb.gov.
on.ca/) by searching ‘Part II Order’ or ‘012-2206E’ (i.e. the form number).
Requests may be received by the Minister at the address below within 30 calendar days 
of this Notice. A copy of the request must also be sent to the Director of the Environmental 
Assessment and Permissions Branch of the MECP and the Township of Woolwich. If no 
requests are received by March 20, 2020, the project is considered to have met the 
requirements of the Class EA and will proceed to construction as outlined in the Project 
File, subject to obtaining any other permits or approvals.

Minister 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
77 Wellesley Street West, 11th Floor 
Toronto, ON M7A 2T5 
E-mail: Minister.MECP@ontario.ca

Director, Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Floor 
Toronto, ON M4V 1P5 
Email: enviropermissions@ontario.ca

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, please note 
all comments will become part of the public record.
This Notice first issued February 19, 2020.
https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx

Annual Drinking Water Reports
In Accordance with the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002, c. 32, Ontario Regulation 170/03, s. 11 
(1), copies of the 2019 Annual Reports are to be made available to the public at no charge. 
The Township of Woolwich website (www.woolwich.ca) has provided a link to the 2019 Annual 
Reports for the following water distribution systems. Please note that the link is located 
under Township Services – Departments – Infrastructure Services – Water and Sewer – 
Municipal Water Systems.

• Breslau Distribution System
• Conestogo Golf Distribution System
• Conestogo Plains Distribution System
• Elmira/St. Jacobs Distribution System
• Heidelberg Distribution System
• Maryhill Distribution System
• West Montrose Distribution System

The Annual Reports provide information on the operation of the Municipal Drinking Water 
Distribution Systems and the quality of its water. If you wish to receive a written copy of 
the Township of Woolwich’s 2019 Annual Reports for any of the above-mentioned Water 
Distribution Systems, please contact Alex Smyth, Infrastructure Services 519-669-6041 or 
1-877-969-0094 Ext. 6041.

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo is responsible for the supply and treatment of potable 
water. An Annual Report is produced by the Regional Municipality of Waterloo and a link to 
this report can be found on the Township’s website as noted above. Copies of the Region of 
Waterloo Annual Reports are also available by calling 519-575-4400 or can be picked up at 
the Region’s Headquarters, Water Services Division, located at 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener.

Ryan Tucker, P. Eng. 
Engineering Project Supervisor 
Township of Woolwich 
24 Church Street West, P.O. Box 158, 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6 
Tel: 519-669-6048 
E-mail: rtucker@woolwich.ca

Jack Turner, P. Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
GM BluePlan Engineering Limited 
650 Woodlawn Road West, Block C, Unit 2 
Guelph, ON N1K 1B8 
Tel: 519-824-8150 
Email: jack.turner@gmblueplan.ca
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

APPEAL RIGHTS
TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal 
the decision of the Township of Woolwich to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal but the 
person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the by-law is passed, the person or public 
body is not entitled to appeal the decision.
AND TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a 
public meeting, or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the by-
law is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an 
appeal before the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, 
there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.
NOTIFICATION
If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments about the 
proposed change in writing to the Township of Woolwich.  Any comments received on or 
before March 3, 2020 (Note that this date is before the public meeting) will be included 
in a report prepared by Development Services and presented at the Public Meeting.  Any 
comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision on the 
applications, will also be considered but will not be included in the Information Report 
available at the Public Meeting.
The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the 
authority of the Planning Act and may form part of the public record which may be released 
to the public.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a 
record that is available to the general public at the Committee of the Whole and Council 
meetings.  Please note that while the Committee of the Whole and Council may redact some 
personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will 
otherwise be made public in their entirety.  Questions about this collection should be 
directed to the Records and Freedom of Information Officer at 519-669-1647 or 1-877-
969-0094 ext. 6005.
Should you wish to be notified of future meetings and reports regarding this application, 
please:

• submit a written request, noting that you wish to be kept informed, to the Township of 
Woolwich, Development Services, 24 Church Street West, Box 158, Elmira, Ontario N3B 
2Z6, or

• email your request noting that you wish to be kept informed to planning@woolwich.
ca ; or

• register your name and address on the signup sheet available at the Public Meeting.

SPEAKING AT THE PUBLIC MEETING
The public is invited to speak to this proposal as part of the public meeting. However, if you 
would like to speak at the March 10th public meeting, please register as a delegation in 
advance of the meeting by contacting the Township’s Clerk office, on or before 4:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 5th as follows:

• Contact Sarah Goldrup by phone 519-669-6004, 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6004, or by email 
at sgoldrup@woolwich.ca

• Or visit www.woolwich.ca/delegations for more information on speaking before Council 
and to register through the online delegation request form

Unregistered delegations will also be invited to speak at the March 10th meeting but will be 
limited to five minutes. 

Questions or written submissions may be directed to:
Jeremy Vink, Manager of Planning
Email – jvink@woolwich.ca 
Phone – 519-669-6038 / 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6038
Township of Woolwich 
Development Services Department 
Box 158 
24 Church Street West 
Elmira, Ontario 
N3B 2Z6

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 27th day of February 2020.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.

Township Council Chambers
24 Church Street West, Elmira

Take Notice that in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, the 
Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Section 34 of the Planning Act, to 
consider general amendments and one site specific amendment (No. 12) to the Township of 
Woolwich Comprehensive Zoning By-law 55-86, as amended.  No decisions will be made at 
this meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information and to receive comments from 
the public and agencies.
A list of the proposed amendments are noted below.  An information report will be available 
at the Public Meeting to provide a brief summary of the proposed changes and will include 
a copy of the proposed amendments.  
As the general amendments will apply 
to all lands within the municipal 
boundary of the Township of Woolwich 
a location map is not included, except 
for proposed Amendment No. 12 which 
affects only certain properties in 
Elmira (see Map 1).  Please be advised 
that Notice of the Public Meeting does 
not indicate whether the Township is 
in support of, or in opposition to the 
proposal.  That determination will be 
made at a later date.
List of Proposed Amendments to 
Comprehensive Zoning By-law 55-86, 
as amended:

1. Accessory Dwelling Units;
2. General Driveway Provisions for all Zones;
3. Air Conditioning Units and Other Obstructions;
4. Group Home Separation Distances;
5. Accessible Parking Regulations;
6. Other Housekeeping Parking Changes;
7. Housekeeping Dwelling Conversion Regulations;
8. Hairdresser / Personal Grooming as a Home Occupation;
9. Accessory Building Coverage and Non-Domestic Pets;
10. Prohibited Obstruction and Corner Lot Obstruction;
11. Short Term Rentals;
12. Recognize Existing Lots on High and George Streets, Elmira;
13. Clarify the Building Line Setback;
14. Minimum Landscaped Area in the Front Yard; and
15. Definitions.

MORE INFORMATION
The proposed amendments can be viewed or obtained as follows:

• View / print the information from the Township webpage at www.woolwich.ca.  Select 
Ongoing Planning Items / General Amendment to Comprehensive Zoning By-law 
55-86, as Amended and select List of Proposed Amendments to By-law 55-86, as 
Amended;

• Email planning@woolwich.ca to request a copy by email;
• Phone Development Services staff at 519-669-6040 to request a copy by mail,
• Visit the Development Services department at the Township Administration building 

located at 24 Church Street West, Elmira weekdays between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm to 
obtain a copy; or

• Obtain a copy of the Information Report at the Public Meeting as previously noted.
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Amendment No. 12
as outlined

MAP 1 Elmira

KISSING BRIDGE TRAIL



OBSERVERXTRA .COM |  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2020 | 21

Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Grand River Conservation Authority is hosting 
a Managing Trees Workshop in Cambridge on Mar 
7. The workshop will answer questions landowners 
may have about trees and help develop skills and 
strategies to maintain and improve their trees. 
The free, day-long event is geared toward rural 
landowners with properties larger than 2.5 acres.  

www.grandriver.ca

The Grand River Conservation Authority (GRCA) will be 
hosting a third Public Information Centre for the New 
Hamburg Flood Mitigation Study on Mar. 11, 6-8:30 
p.m. at the New Hamburg Community Hall, 251 Jacob 
St. A presentation of study findings will start things o�, 
followed by an open house.

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

Life gets busy but also expensive. 
Here’s how we help. 

By looking over your vehicle every visit we are 
able to prioritize the work recommended so you 

can be prepared for future repairs.

This minimizes surprises, allowing you time to 
budget and schedule for what is needed to keep 

your vehicle safe and reliable. 

Maintaining your car and schedule. 

TREE WORKSHOP FLOOD MITIGATION

Greg Westlake, Corbyn Smith and Tyler McGregor took different routes to become members of the National Para Hockey Team, which held a camp at the WMC earlier this month. [STEVE KANNON]

Para hockey players took different paths to Team Canada
BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Putting on the sweater and 
going out onto the ice to 
represent Canada is both a 
point of pride and unifying 
moment for each member 
of the National Para Hock-
ey Team. From different 
backgrounds and parts of 
the country, they share 
a common cause, as wit-
nessed earlier this month 
in Elmira, where the team 
played a pair of exhibition 
matches against the U.S.

When the puck drops, it’s 
all about hockey.

Some came to the team 
having played the sledge 
version of the sport right 
from the start, while others 
learned to adapt later in life 
when their circumstances 
changed.

For team captain Tyler 
McGregor, losing a leg to 
cancer at 16 prompted the 
shift from able-bodied 
hockey to the style he now 
plays. In Corbyn Smith’s 
case, the sled has been a 
part of the game since he 
started playing at the age of 
5. With both legs amputat-
ed, Greg Westlake played 
stand-up hockey before 
making the transition.

Whatever path they took, 
they’re getting to play the 
game they love, and at the 
highest level of athleticism.

“I quickly learned it’s a 
lot harder than it looks,” 
said McGregor with a 
laugh. “Some of it is very 
awkward to learn.”

He notes he had to learn 
a new skill set after losing a 
leg, working hard to learn 
the techniques that would 
land him on the national 
team as a teenager, starting 
in the 2012-2013 season.

“There were some things 
that were transferrable, 

and some things I had to 
learn from scratch,” he said 
of the transition.

Having grown up playing 
stand-up hockey with two 
artificial legs, Westlake, 
too, had to make some ad-
justments to sledge hockey. 

Though the sport had 
been recommended to him, 
he was initially skeptical 
about the calibre of play.

“I needed to see it was 
a real, competitive sport,” 
said Westlake, who’s been 
with Team Canada since 
2004-05.

He learned it was cer-
tainly that, and now knows 
full well the athleticism 

involved. All of the players 
have to work hard to stay in 
shape, even away from the 
organized time together, 
which typically amounts 
to seven to 10 days per 
month.

“You just have to make 
the most if it,” he said of 
the training time as a team. 
“And you have to work hard 
on your own – it’s about 
how hard you work when 
nobody’s watching.”

In his time, he’s seen 
the sport grow, and he’d 
like that to continue, with 
sledge hockey programs 
available to kids across the 
country.

“My vision long-term for 
the sport is that a kid can 
be from anywhere in Cana-
da and have an opportunity 
to be part of Team Canada.”

It’s especially important 
for people with disabilities 
to stay active, to stay in 
shape, whether that’s play-
ing at the national level or 
not, Westlake added.

Having grown up with 
the chance to play sledge 
hockey, Smith would 
certainly agree about the 
importance of having an 
opportunity.

The Monkton resident is 
one of the younger mem-
bers of the team, but he’s 

been at it for four years 
now. There was no tran-
sition to the sled for him, 
unlike some of his team-
mates. 

“I was pretty lucky to 
start playing early – I didn’t 
have to adjust to it like 
some of the other guys.”

Still, the level of athlet-
icism and the drive to win 
are what push him to keep 
working at it, Smith added.

All three of McGregor, 
Smith and Westlake have 
tasted gold at the interna-
tional level, most recently 
in 2017. They and their 
teammates share a com-
mon goal of returning to 

the top, which typically 
means defeating the U.S., 
the rivals they played in 
exhibition games last week 
in Elmira.

“That was one of the 
best moments of my life,” 
said Smith of the 2017 gold. 
“That’s where we want to 
be again.”

This is something of a 
down year for the team, 
as the World Champion-
ships won’t be held again 
until 2021, followed by the 
Paralympic Winter Games 
in 2022 in China.

“I’m looking forward to 
next year, and to the year 
after that,” said Smith.

CANADA'S GAME
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Sometimes you feel 
like something quick 
and easy when it 

comes to whipping up 
lunch or dinner. Sand-
wiches certainly fit the 
bill, though you don’t have 
to miss out on the flavour 
or culinary experimenta-
tion. 

The fresh taste of lemon 
elevates this Greek-Style 
Chicken Sandwich to 
a whole new level. The 
taste sensation continues 
with crisp red pepper and 
fresh cilantro, elevating 
this well beyond ho-hum. 
You can add more colour 
and crunch by tucking in 
chopped cucumbers and 
tomatoes.

Moving beyond bread, 
this sandwich can be 
served on pita pockets or 
tortillas. In fact, there are 
numerous ways you can 
change things up to make 
it your own. Have fun.

Greek-style 
Chicken Sandwich

3 cups shredded cooked 
chicken breast meat
2 green onions, thinly sliced
1 small red bell pepper, diced
3 Tbsp. chopped fresh cilan-
tro or basil
1/2 tsp. grated lemon rind
2 Tbsp. lemon juice

Touch of Greece 
livens up a chicken 

sandwich

CHEF'S TABLE

3 Tbsp. 0% fat plain Greek 
yogurt
2 Tbsp. light mayonnaise
1/2 cup light crumbled feta 
cheese (optional)
1/4 tsp. fresh ground pepper
12 thin slices dense pum-
pernickel rye bread or whole 
grain bread
6 leaves lettuce

1. In a large bowl, combine 
chicken, onion, red pepper and 
cilantro.

2. In a small bowl, whisk togeth-
er lemon rind, juice, yogurt and 
mayonnaise. Stir in feta, if using 
and pepper. Pour over chicken 
mixture and stir to combine. 
Divide among 6 of the bread 
slices and top with lettuce and 
remaining bread. Cut in half to 
serve.

3. To quickly cook chicken, 
bring 2 cups sodium-reduced 
chicken broth and 1 cup of 
water to simmer. Add three 
skinless chicken breasts (bone 
in) and poach for about 15 
minutes. Use a digital food 
thermometer to check that 
chicken has reached an in-
ternal temperature of 74°C 
(165°F). Let cool until easy to 
handle and using fingers re-
move meat from bones. Tear 
meat into shreds or chop finely 
for the recipe. You can also use 
leftover roast chicken or turkey 
for this sandwich.

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Jonathan Brubacher
preaching

Lent 1

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are o�ered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

 
 
  

519.669.5105
 A A  A  

   A

www.mgmill.com

A A  A
  

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

TUESDAY, MARCH 3

 � UNDERSTANDING SENIORS CONSUMERS PROTECTION, 
Rights & Scams. Join us at 1:30 p.m., Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, St. Jacobs, to learn more about how to 
protect yourself from common scams & identity theft plus 
many other concerns. Facilitated by Kristen Thompson, 
sta� lawyer, Waterloo Region Community Legal Services.

FRIDAY, MARCH 6

 � WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE AT ST. TERESA OF AVILA 
Church, Elmira, 7 p.m. Join members of many of the Elmira 
churches for an Ecumenical Prayer Service created by the 
women of Zimbabwe on the theme "Rise! Take Your Mat 
and Walk!", filled with music, scripture, prayer and even 
some Zimbabwean treats. Free-will o�ering.

 � KID 2 KID DANCE AT ST. JACOBS LIONS HALL, 7 P.M. TO 10 
p.m. The St Jacobs Lions Club runs a dance for children 
Grades 5-8 cost is $5. Snacks available for purchase.

SATURDAY, MARCH 7

 � COME LET’S BE SINGING 2020! CHILDREN IN GRADES 1-3 
are invited to join the Inter-Mennonite Children’s Choir 
Training Choir for an afternoon of singing from 1 p.m. to 
4:15 p.m. at W-K United Mennonite Church. Visit www.
mennosingers.com/imcc or imcc.conductor@rogers.com.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11

 � AGING WELL IN WOOLWICH- INFORMATION & ACTIVE 
Living Fair at Calvary United Church, 9 a.m. Special 
guest speaker: Raymond Cho, Minister for Seniors and 
Accessibility. Vendors, exercise demonstrations, speakers, 
door prizes. Please contact Community Care Concepts, 519-
664-1900 to RVSP.

THURSDAY, MARCH 12

 � EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS, 10:30 A.M. AT WOODSIDE 
Church, Elmira. "Sew On Fire" Humanitarian Relief 
Organization, Wendy Hagar. Devotional thoughts: Jeremy 
Malloy. Piano and voice: Elycia Marin.

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB. COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS 
invites you to join us at Breslau Community Centre for a 
light lunch and fellowship, $7. Call 519-664-1900 by noon 
Mar. 9 to sign up.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14

 � ROAST BEEF DINNER AT THE ELMIRA LEGION AT 5 P.M. 
Dinner includes dessert bar. Seatings 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Advance tickets $17 adults, $5 children. Call 519-669-2932.

MONDAY, MARCH 16

 � WOOLWICH GARDENERS PRESENTS SPEAKER SHAUN 
Booth (In Our Nature, Orangeville) "Re-defining Four 
Season Interest With Native Plants." Open to the public, 7 
p.m. at Trinity United Church Elmira. Members free; non-
members $5. Memberships available at event. "Lug a Mug" 
for refreshments and treats.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB. COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS 
invites you to join us at Wellesley Community Centre for a 
light lunch and fellowship, $7. Call 519-664-1900 by noon 
Mar. 16 to sign up.

 � ANNUAL FARM SAFETY RALLY AT LIONS HALL, ST. JACOBS, 
7:30 p.m. Displays, speakers, door prizes and presentations 
to inform and reinforce safety messages for the farm family 
during Canadian Agriculture Safety Week.

MONDAY, MARCH 23

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB. COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS 
invites you to join us at Woolwich Memorial Centre for a 
light lunch and fellowship, $7. Call 519-664-1900 by noon 
Mar. 19 to sign up.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates
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OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

BRAIN FOOD

Violins by Stradivari are worth a fortune, but may not be best

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

Q.  In the 1970s, beef 
consumption in the U.S. 
accounted for nearly 
50% of all meat, followed 
by pork, then chicken at 
20%.  By 2018, chicken’s 
share had climbed to 
36%, nearly 20% higher 
than beef.  Why the shift?

A.  “The main reason 
for chicken ascendance 
has been its low price, 
which reflects its meta-
bolic advantage: No other 
domesticated land animal 
can convert feed to meat as 
efficiently as broilers,” says 
Vaclav Smil in “IEEE Spec-
trum” magazine.   Accord-
ing to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, it takes 3-4 
units of feed to produce 

one unit of edible meat 
for broilers, 9-10 units for 
pork and 20-30 for beef.  
Further, broilers have been 
bred to mature faster and 
to put on an enormous 
amount of weight, helping 
to lower prices more.

Consumers benefit while 
the birds suffer, Smil says, 
since people’s desire for 
excessively large breasts 
“shifts the bird’s center of 
gravity forward, impairs 
its natural movement and 
puts stress on its legs and 
heart.”  Moreover, a broil-
er is allotted a very small 
living space (slightly larger 
than an A4 sheet of paper, 
8.27 x 11.69 inches), and its 
life ends in less than seven 
weeks, though its normal 

ACROSS
1. Cylindrical fungal 

spore sac
6. Slow, dignified tempo
11. High-ranking Turk
16. Breastbones
18. 27% of the universe 

and no one knows 
what it's made of

20. Wine and coal place
22. Target with un
23. Not working? Turn it 

o� and this
24. Crumbling empire, 

now a mockery to 
EU

25. Hairy cousin
26. Tiny pest to a gnu, 

perhaps?
28. "___ say!"
30. The __ crowd, isn't 

necessarily the best 
to be __

31. Computing with 
fewer commands

33. Iguana-toothed dino
36. Nothing's gonna 

stop __ now
37. Fiddly, detailed, 

complex
39. Belly round
41. A jot
42. Sah to the Egyptians
44. "At the ____ pole 

with Virgil Oddum" 
(Harlan Ellison story)

47. Hawthorn fruits
48. Dry, like dust
49. Steel span
51. Old at New Year's
52. Plato's creed, Aristo-

tle disagreed
54. Before
55. Aero is the lightest 

type
56. How kids walk at 

first
57. One flower in a 

pocket full
58. Any for short, literal-

ly
60. He was a brave man 

that first ___ an oys-
ter -Jonathan Swift

61. Cuckoos
62. Short Matthew
63. Jewish month of 

repentance

64. Presage
65. Rock of
DOWN
1. Intestinal parasite of 

vertebrates
2. Come inside
3. Distance from celes-

tial equator
4. Universal resource 

locator
5. Hitch in a plan
7. Astra, nauseum, 

infinitum
8. Reviled rodent
9. Between the abdo-

men and thigh
10. Radiohead's com-

puter
11. Universal
12. All terrain
13. Set phasers to this 

first
14. A jolly good fellow
15. Turkish river, former-

ly Araxes
17. Yellow flower, 

daisy-like
19. Crown adornments
21. Epic, long tale

27. Schooled privately
29. Turtle programming 

language
30. Between
32. What this group 

does in a small 
space, ironically

34. Taken from above
35. You must make a 

choice
38. It is short
40. Hell to a Greek
43. Car's on but not 

moving
45. Arid, like dust
46. Three pip card
47. Defines a colour 

with saturation and 
brightness

48. Basic arithmetic
50. Poe's was perverse
51. Seyfert galaxy core
52. Jovian moon of fire
53. They are, it __
59. Settles snugly
60. To an LP as digital is 

to an MP3
61. Animalcule with no 

defined shape

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  STRANGE questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

life span is up to eight 
years.

But pork is still about 
10% ahead as the choice of 
meat worldwide, thanks to 
China and Europe.  Con-
cludes Smil: “Still, broilers 
mass-produced in confine-
ment will, almost certainly, 
come out on top within a 
decade or two.”

 
Q.  Calling all biblio-
philes.  As lovers of 
books, you may know the 
following book-related 
terms: “biblioclast,” 
“bibliophage,” “chres-
tomathy” and “feuille-
ton”?  Do you?

A.  “Biblioclast” derives 
from the Greek “biblio” 

(book) and “clast” (break-
er), hence, “one who de-
stroys or mutilates books,” 
says Anu Garg on his 
“A.Word.A.Day” website.  
“Bibliophage,” from Greek 
“phage” (one who eats), 
is “one who loves to read 
books; a bookworm.”

For “chrestomathy,” two 
meanings apply: “a volume 
of selected literary passag-
es, usually by one author”; 
or “a selection of literary 
passages from a foreign 
language, especially one 
assembled for studying a 
language.”  Finally, from 
the French “feuillet” 

(sheet) comes “feuilleton” 
(FOI-i-ton), “a short literary 
piece,” “a novel published 
in installments,” or “a part 
of a European newspaper 
devoted to light literature, 
criticism, and the like.”

No need to worry about 
“abibliophobia” (fear of 
running out of books to 
read) any time soon.

 
Q. Violins made by the 
Italian craftsman Anto-
nio Stradivari around 
1700 sell for millions 
of dollars and are often 
regarded as the best ever 
made.  Are they the best?

A.  Scientists have specu-
lated that the wood used 
in Stradivari’s time had 
subtly different mechan-
ical properties (density, 
stiffness) than today’s, 
somehow leading to richer 
sound, reports Sid Perkins 
on the “Science News 

for Students” website.  
Perhaps early craftsmen 
chemically treated the 
wood in some way lost to 
history — an idea bol-
stered by the observation 
that old violins seem to 
be remarkably resistant to 
wood-eating worms.

But are Stradivarius vio-
lins really superior?  What 
does recent research sug-
gest?  In one study, 21 expe-
rienced violinists, wearing 
goggles and odor desen-
sitized, each compared 
three old violins and three 
high-quality new instru-
ments.  As for the results, 
says Perkins, “Overall, and 
in head-to-head tests, most 
preferred the new violin.  
They preferred the Stradi-
varius least.” 

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapses. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

TRAVEL ABROAD WITH THE OBSERVER

Names: Jocelyn and Gary Schaefer
Location: Sunny California
Reason for travel: We were in Cali-
fornia last week!! We went to a live 
taping of the Price Is Right on Tuesday 
February 11 (air date May 6). Had an 
awesome time. We travelled to Holly-
wood and Long Beach California for 
the week of February 8-15 to check 
some items off their bucket lists. Joc-
elyn’s always wanted to attend a live 
taping of The Price Is Right (air date 
to be May 6) and Gary’s dream of 
seeing the Queen Mary which he and 
his Mom Betty came to Canada on in 
September of 1946 when Gary was 
just 6 months old also came true by 
complete surprise to him as well!!
Interesting Facts: The Price Is Right 
is a television game show franchise 
originally produced by Mark Goodson 
and Bill Todman, and created by Bob 
Stewart, and is currently produced 
and owned by Fremantle Media. The 
franchise began in 1956 as a television 
game show hosted by Bill Cullen and 
was revamped in 1972. This version 
was originally hosted by Bob Barker. 
Since 2007, Drew Carey has hosted 
the program. [WIKIPEDIA]

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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THIS WEEKS DEALS!
FEB 27 - MAR 1 4 DAYS ONLY!
THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 10-59-6

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188 | M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

6MM THICK

.99¢
/SQ FT

3.99

12MM 
THICK

LAMINATE

$157
PER SQ FT

 REG 3.99

2-TONE
FRIEZE 

CARPET

$149
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

LAMINATEVINYL

CARPET

ENGINEERED
CLICK HANDSCRAPED

HARDWOOD

$299
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

HARDWOOD

ENGINEERED
5” WIDE X 3/4” THICK
HARDWOOD

$399
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

HARDWOOD

12” X24”
PORCELAIN 

TILE

.99¢
/SQ FT

3.99

5’X7’
SHAG

AREA RUGS

$4999
STARTING

FROM

RUGS
NO

TAX

7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

MDF PRIMED WHITE
BASEBOARDS

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT67/ LIN FT67

LAMINATE / HARDWOOD

STAIR 
TREADS

$3599STARTING
FROM EACH

MODERN
WOOD-GRAIN

TILE

$199
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

13”X13”
CARRARA

TILE

.99¢
/SQ FT

3.99
FROM

TILETILE TILE

GRAY 
MODERN 

LEDGESTONE

$499
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

GLASS 
& STONE 

BACKSPLASH

$199
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

FROM

TILE

STONE




