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Leigh-Anne Quinn is organizing WCS' Coldest Night of the Year event, set for Feb. 22 in Elmira. [STEVE KANNON]

Raising money for WCS, on a cold February night
BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

It may be billed as the 
Coldest Night of the Year, 
but February 22 will offer 
up plenty of warm feelings, 
say organizers of an event 
hosted by Woolwich Com-
munity Services (WCS).

The Elmira outing that 
will see hundreds of people 
hit the pavement as part of 
a nation-wide fundraiser in 
support of the “homeless, 
hungry and hurting.”

Last year was WCS’ first 
go, and the group raised 
$83,000. This time around, 
the goal is $90,000 to 
$100,000, said community 
engagement coordinator 
Leigh-Anne Quinn.

“One of our goals is 
to make this one of the 
biggest winter events 
in Woolwich, fundrais-
ing-wise,” she said. “The 
proceeds are allowing us 
to run more food bank 
programs. For instance, we 
have our bread program ... 
and we've now just start-
ed the fresh fruit Fridays, 
where people can come on 
Fridays and get fresh food 
items, with an emphasis on 
fruits and veggies.

Funds raised will also 
support WCS programs 
such as family violence 
prevention and affordable 
housing.

“We are starting to take a 
look at housing instability, 
with a focus on low-income 

earners,” Quinn explained.
Along with raising mon-

ey for the cause, the event 
is also great for commu-
nity-building, added WCS 
executive director Kelly 
Christie.

Participants not only 
walk the 2-, 5- and 10-ki-
lometre routes together, 
but also sit down to a meal 
afterwards, she said.

“It’s a great way to bring 
the community together.

“We’re looking forward 

to it being an annual 
event,” said Christie. “We 
want to make this the big-
gest winter event for the 
Woolwich community.”

WCS is looking for both 
walkers, who can register 
individually or sign up a 
team, and for those to help 
with the event itself.

“We are still looking 
for volunteers, specifical-
ly route marshals,” said 
Quinn. “Those are the 
people that are out along 

the walk, cheering people 
along and making sure 
they go on the right path. 

“If people are interested 
in volunteering, we would 
love that. They can regis-
ter by visiting the Coldest 
Night of the Year website 
(cnoy.org) and selecting 
the Elmira location.”

Across the country, there 
are already some 145 loca-
tions registered to partici-
pate this year, with a goal 
of $6 million.

“The Coldest Night 
of the Year is a national 
event. There’s over 100 
cities across Canada that 
participate, so there’s a real 
synergy in that as well,” 
said Quinn of the Elmira 
walk’s link to the whole. 
“People in this community 
are walking for Woolwich 
Community Services, but 
there are people in com-
munities all over Canada 
that are walking for differ-
ent causes.”

WALKING FOR FUN AND FUNDS Woolwich hires 
contractor to 
assess condition 
of its buildings

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Some of the municipal 
buildings aren’t particu-
larly old, but Woolwich 
is already planning for 
the eventual repairs and 
replacement costs associ-
ated with equipment such 
as heating and cooling 
systems.

Part of that is good 
planning, but such asset 
management plans are 
required by the province, 
which is the rationale for 
spending $50,000 to do a 
condition assessment of 
four facilities to start with: 
the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre, St. Jacobs arena, 
Elmira library and town-
ship administrative office.

Despite some reser-
vations, township coun-
cillors meeting Tuesday 
night awarded a contract 
for the work to Paradigm 
Engineering Group Ltd., 
the winning bidder in a 
tender that drew 22 sub-
missions.

Councillors questioned 
both the need for such a 
study and the buildings to 
be assessed.

Coun. Larry Shantz not-
ed the township has spent 
a considerable amount 
of money on upgrades at 
the St. Jacobs arena, for 

BUILDINGS | 02 



02  | COMMUNITY NEWS THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2020

From a small bathroom refresh to a complete
custom home renovation, we do it all!

Call: 226•220•1196
www.martinandmousso.ca

 

519-669-0237

$10 OFF 
MANICURES, 
PEDICURES, 

& LASH LIFTS 
when you book an 

appointment with Grace*

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

*offer is valid for February and March

Wednesdays 9 - 2
Thursdays 9 - 2
CALL TO BOOK YOUR 
APPOINTMENT NOW!

Karolina’s Nail Studio welcomes 

Grace Ostrander  
to our team! 

 

instance, while the WMC 
is a fairly new building, 
though it’s been rife 
with deficiencies since it 
opened in 2009.

“It’s only 10 years old – 
it should be in fairly good 
shape,” said Shantz.

In the case of the St. Ja-
cobs arena, there are some 
major capital upgrades 
coming down the pike, 
explained Jeff Schmidt, 
the township’s asset man-
agement coordinator.

At the WMC, some of 
the rooftop equipment has 
a lifespan of 15 years, so 
it’s best to start planning 
– and saving – now to re-
place it, he added.

With the WMC, the 
review will break the 
building into smaller 
components, allowing the 
township to budget based 
on what will need to be 
replaced at measurable 
intervals, added director 
of recreation and facilities 
Ann McArthur, noting the 
township can better bud-
get for future work if it has 
a timeline.

Coun Murray Martin 
challenged the value for 
money spent, noting most 
of the issues can be identi-
fied without paying a con-
sultant $50,000 to write 
it up.

“What are you going to 
tell me about that place 
... that we don’t already 
know?” he asked of the 
library, for example.

Director of finance 
Richard Petherick said 
the facility assessment is 
essentially an expansion 
of spending the township 
has made in response to 
provincially mandated 
assessment management 
planning – the township 
started with hard services 
such as roads, bridges, 
water and sewage pipes. 
Under regulations, it will 
have to include all build-
ings in the reporting to the 
province by 2022.

“The best way for us 
to do that is a condition 
assessment,” he said, 
explaining the process 
would judge the state of 
all buildings through the 
same lens.

FROM COVER

 � BUILDINGS: Province requires 
municipalities to spend time 
and money on asset management

Family Day Free Skate
with Tim Louis, MP for Kitchener-Conestoga

Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca               TimLouisMP.ca               519-578-3777

Prior to the Elmira Sugar Kings game!
Monday, February 17th, 12 - 1:30 pm at the Woolwich Memorial Centre

COLLISION SENDS TWO TO HOSPITAL

Emergency crews responded Monday morning to a head-on collision involving an eastbound red minivan and a west-
bound white van on Lobsinger Line in Wellesley Township. The driver of the red minivan and a passenger in the white 
van were transported to hospital with non-life-threatening injuries. [JOE MERLIHAN]

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Deputy chief to 
retire from WRPS
Waterloo Regional Police 
this week announced deputy 
chief Kevin Chalk will retire 
after 38 years of service.

Chalk, who will officially 
retire February 29, began his 
policing career as beat officer 
in Waterloo in 1982. He served 
in several different positions, 
including frontline patrol, 
drug enforcement, emergen-
cy response, and executive 
officer before rising to the 
rank of inspector in 1999.  In 
2001, he was promoted to 
superintendent and over the 
next 12 years served in a vari-
ety of areas of command.  He 
was named deputy chief of 
police in 2013. 

“From a very early age all I 
ever wanted to do was polic-
ing” said Chalk in a release. 
“I’ve had the honour of 
working with many incred-
ible people over the years. 
Serving the community and 
helping to make it safe was 
a privilege.  I will miss work-
ing alongside the members 
of the Service always striving 
to ensure they all go home 
safely and be the best they 
can be.”

FEBRUARY 1

 ■ 7:45 PM | Wellington 
County OPP responded to 
a serious head-on collision 
involving a northbound 
sedan and a southbound 
sedan on Highway 6 just 
north of Wellington Road 
17. Emergency services 
responded and the driver 
of the southbound vehicle 
was transported to a local 
hospital with life-threaten-
ing injuries. The driver of 
the northbound vehicle was 
uninjured. Highway 6 was 
closed between Side Road 
21 and Wellington Road 17.

FEBRUARY 3

 ■ 12:15 PM | Police respond-
ed to a theft of fuel complaint 
after a farmer reported that 
gas was stolen from the fuel 
tanks on his farm on two oc-
casions. The theft occurred on 
Line 80 in the area of Road 140 
in Perth East. The incidents 
occurred overnight on Feb-
ruary 2 and 3. Police remind 
residents to lock their vehicles 
and take their keys with them 
when the vehicle is not in use. 
Motion-detecting security 
video cameras can also be an 
effective tool in fighting thefts 
and other property crimes.

FEBRUARY 8

 ■ 5:00 PM | Perth County 
OPP, Perth East Fire 
Department and Perth 
County Paramedic Services 
responded to a report of a 
death at a rural address on 
Line 51 near Milverton. The 
investigation determined 
the death, which occurred 
when the victim was struck 
by a falling bale of straw in 
a barn, was accidental and 
not considered suspicious. 
The coroner pronounced 
Timothy Wagler, 42, dead at 
the scene.
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There were 281 residential homes sold through the 
MLS system of the Kitchener-Waterloo Association of 
Realtors in January, a decrease of 8.2% compared to 
the previous month. The average sale price of all res-
idential properties sold in January increased 15.7% to 
$561,029, while detached homes sold for an average 
price of $670,944 an increase of 18.8%. 

A provincial plan to build a new highway between 
Kitchener and Guelph was endorsed by Waterloo 
Region council Feb. 13. Councillors voted 11-3 in 
favour of the Ministry of Transportation proposal, 
which calls for a four-lane controlled access 
highway to be built north of the existing Hwy. 7. 
The plan has already been endorsed by Woolwich 
Township and the City of Kitchener, as well as busi-
nesses in the Breslau and Shantz Station corridor. 

From the Feb. 16, 2002 edition of The Observer

building centre
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HOUSE PRICES CLIMB FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Max Campbell is in his final semester 
at EDSS, and is now preparing for uni-
versity.

Townships look for more reliable grant funding

EDSS student wins $5,000 scholarship to pursue his university education

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

The province may be hold-
ing steady next year the 
overall funding it provides 
to rural and Northern mu-
nicipalities, but Woolwich 
is planning to see its share 
decrease, as it has done in 
the last few years.

Ontario Municipal Part-
nership Fund (OMPF) sup-
port to the township peak-
ed in 2017 at $736,200, 
dropping to $452,000 this 
year. Wellesley Township, 
on the other hand, has 
seen its numbers remain 
much steadier since peak-
ing in 2018 at $780,900 
before falling a little bit to 
$772,300 this year.

In reducing the OMPF 
funding, the province 
limited the year-over-year 
decrease to a maximum of 
15 per cent, with Woolwich 

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Max Campbell’s dreams of 
perhaps one day making 
it to space got a down-to-
Earth boost last week in 
the form of a $5,000 schol-
arship towards his univer-
sity education.

The 17-year-old EDSS 
student was named one 
of 170 recipients this year 
of scholarships from the 
Horatio Alger Associa-
tion of Canada, awarded 
annually to deserving 
high school students in 
financial need who have 
overcome significant 
adversity while demon-
strating strength of char-
acter, strong academics, a 
commitment to pursuing 
higher education as well 

seeing that cut annually, 
noted director of finance 
Richard Petherick.

His counterpart in 
Wellesley, treasurer The-
resa Bisch, points out the 
impact has been much 
smaller there.

“In 2018 we received 
OMPF funding in the 
amount of $780,900. In 
2019 we received $774,700 
and in 2020 we will receive 
772,300.”

Wellesley’s large agri-
cultural land base and its 
rural makeup have helped 
keep the cuts fairly small, 
posited Mayor Joe Nowak.

“We’re fairly fortunate 
in that we didn’t get any 
big cuts,” he said.

Woolwich, meanwhile, 
has been forced to do 
some juggling of its bud-
gets in recent years due to 
cuts that are much more 
noticeable. For instance, 

this year’s OMPF alloca-
tion is $80,000 less than 
in 2019, a figure that rep-
resents about three-quar-
ters of a one per cent tax 
hike, Petherick notes.

While Woolwich has 
more growth and increas-
es assessment dollars to go 
along with its more diver-
sified tax base, there’s still 
ground to make up.

The Ontario government 
last month announced 
it would be maintaining 
OMPF funding levels at 
$500 million in 2021, the 
same as this year.

“Municipalities told us 
how vital the OMPF is to 
their communities and 
they need information 
sooner to plan their bud-
gets,” Minister of Finance 
Rod Phillips said January 
20 at the Rural Ontario 
Municipal Association an-
nual conference. “That's 

why we announced alloca-
tions for 2020 earlier than 
ever before, and why we're 
committing today to main-
tain the funding envelope 
for next year.”

The province made a 
similar announcement last 
year about the “funding 
envelope,” so that doesn’t 
mean each municipality 
can count on the same 
OMPF grant next year.

“Nothing is official until 
it is official, but my take 
would be for Woolwich to 
continue to expect to an-
other 15 per cent reduction 
in our OMPF allocation 
in 2021,” said Petherick. 
“Premier Ford made a 
similar announcement 
last August ... and what he 
really was saying is that 
the province was going to 
maintain the amount for 
OMPF but the methodolo-
gy on how it gets allocated 

to municipalities is not 
changing. This is why 
we received a 15 per cent 
reduction, which is their 
maximum reduction in 
any one year.”

The township and other 
municipalities have been 
advocating for stable and 
predictable funding from 
the province, along with 
new revenue tools (i.e. 
taxes and fees) to bolster 
their budgets.

“We always have issues 
such as our infrastructure 
deficit. No matter what, 
there’s never enough mon-
ey,” said Nowak.

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris said the 
government would be 
looking at the OMPF fund-
ing formula for the 2021 
budget year, with an eye 
on re-evaluating it.

The Ford government 
has also announced plans 

to review the property 
tax system that provides 
municipalities some $22 
billion annually, but that’s 
with an eye on streamlin-
ing it to help the province 
be more competitive, 
particularly in regards the 
accuracy of the property 
assessment part of the 
equation.

OMPF 
ALLOCATIONS 
FOR THE PAST 
FIVE YEARS:

Woolwich 2016: $657,100
Woolwich 2017: $736,200
Woolwich 2018: $625,800
Woolwich 2019: $532,000
Woolwich 2020: $452,200 

Wellesley 2016: $576,700
Wellesley 2017: $684,200
Wellesley 2018: $780,900
Wellesley 2019: $774,700
Wellesley 2020: $772,300

PROVINCIAL GRANTS

as a desire to contribute to 
society.

Since 2012, $6.28 million 
in scholarships have been 
awarded to 1,126 deserving 
young Canadians. Annual-
ly, the association awards 
$1.2 million in need-based 
scholarships to 245 stu-
dents. Among the list of 
past recipients is Camp-
bell’s sister, Savannah, 
who was one of 85 students 
selected in 2017, along with 
fellow EDSS student Rose-
marie Hartman.

Campbell plans to 
pursue a degree in engi-
neering, with a focus on 
aerospace applications. 
He’s applied to relevant 
programs at Carleton Uni-
versity in Ottawa, Queen’s 
in Kingston and the Uni-
versity of Toronto. He’s 

been accepted at the first 
two, and is waiting to hear 
back from U of T, the most 
recent application.

After all the applications 
have been assessed will 
come the job of weighing 
programs against such 
practicalities as cost of 
living, housing and job 
prospects in each of the 
three cities, said Campbell, 
noting other grants and 
offers will factor into the 
equation, as well.

The $5,000 from the 
Horatio Alger Canadian 
Scholarship can be applied 
to whichever university he 
chooses.

“It’s going to be very 
helpful in paying for my 
postsecondary education,” 
said the Grade 12 student 
now in his last semester at 

EDSS.
Campbell credits much 

of his academic success 
to his teachers, particu-
larly Grade 11 physics that 
opened up a new world 
to his line of study. That’s 
when he got interested in 
rockets, when his teacher 
challenged him to solve a 
rocketry problem.

“We got to build a rocket 
and launch it ... to figure 
out how it works, to make it 
better,” he said. “That real-
ly started influencing me.”

“He’s had very good 
teaching – the teachers 
have all been very support-
ive,” said mom Wendy of 
his EDSS education.

A visit to the school from 
representatives of Water-
loo’s Perimeter Institute 
was also helpful in that 

regard, he added.
“I started to know I want-

ed to get involved in the 
space industry.”

With that goal in mind, 
Campbell knew his grades, 
always good, would be a 
key part of his develop-
ment, starting with univer-
sity applications.

The Horatio Alger 
scholarship recognizes 
Campbell’s adherence to 
the late American author’s 
notion that hard work, 
honesty and determination 
can conquer all obstacles. 
Along with his studies, 
Campbell works part-time 
through the school year, 
carrying that through the 
summer, and has a long 
history of volunteering, 
particularly as a member 
of Elmira Scouts – with 

hundreds of hours under 
his belt, he’s well past the 
40 hours required of all 
Ontario students in order 
to graduate.

“Thank you to the Hora-
tio Alger Association. I 
am beyond grateful and 
extremely honoured to be 
named a scholarship recip-
ient,” he said.
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Every community deals with homelessness, social ills
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

That an event such as 
the Coldest Night of the 
Year has the potential to 

provide community-building 
benefits isn’t just something 
one says about a fundraising 
event. It does have the ability 
to raise awareness along with 
money, in this case financial 
support for the varied offerings 
of Woolwich Community Ser-
vices.

Scheduled for February 22, 
the event is part of a Cana-
da-wide fundraising effort to 
help the “homeless, hungry 
and hurting.” That’s a fairly 
wide net, as there a multitude 
of woes in today’s society that 
afflict growing numbers of our 
fellow citizens. 

Those in need, including 
homeless people and those in 
need of mental health services, 
are much less visible in the 

rural parts of Waterloo Region. 
Even in the cities, the prob-
lems aren’t of the proportions 
seen in larger centers. That 
doesn’t mean the problem 
doesn’t exist: out of sight may 
mean out of mind for many of 
us, but that doesn’t change re-
ality of the situation.

Regional government, hav-
ing declared its intention of 
eliminating chronic homeless 
by the start of this year, has 
discovered the problem is 
larger and more intractable 
than it imagined. While there’s 
been an increase in shelter 
beds, for instance, demand 
and the length of stays in shel-
ters – another indicator of the 
much-discussed affordable 
housing crisis – have grown 
even faster. Where the total 
number of shelter-bed nights 
was 88,511 in 2017-18, that 

number had climbed to 107,340 
in 2018-19, regional figures 
show.

That problem is more perva-
sive in larger cities. Still, there 
are some elements of that to be 
found even here in Waterloo 
Region. The problem extends 
well beyond the stereotypical 
image, however. 

Shelters are the frontline of 
the homelessness issue.

At a broader level, the rising 
home costs we’re all familiar 
with have an impact on afford-
able housing. The price in-
creases ripple through then en-
tire economy, doing the most 
harm to the disadvantaged.

Just because the region is 
relatively affluent and has 
made a strong push for social 
housing, there’s still much 
work to be done.

While you won’t find peo-

ple wandering up and down 
Arthur Street in Elmira or 
Woolwich Street in Breslau 
pushing a shopping cart, for 
instance, addressing the home-
lessness issue goes beyond 
the street-level symptoms. Of 
those on the streets, the most 
visible are those who suffer 
from mental illness.

As the shelter numbers in-
dicate, however, much of the 
homelessness goes beyond the 
most troubled among us. Most 
can be directly linked to pov-
erty: people lose their housing, 
and end up in a crisis situation.

Building affordable housing 
is part of the solution. So too 
is providing a living wage, en-
abling people to cover the cost 
of shelter and other expenses. 
Currently, there is a significant 
gap between what low-wage 
earners can afford to pay for 

housing and average rental 
rates in the region. Based on 
the assumption “affordable” 
means paying 30 per cent of 
one’s income for housing, 
someone earning minimum 
wage is increasingly out of 
luck.

Events such as the Coldest 
Night of the Year draw atten-
tion to the problem, which is as 
valuable as the money raised.

Where an event can get a few 
hundred people out, there’s 
activism at work. Many of us 
may not call it such, perhaps 
relegating “activism” to tying 
oneself to an old-growth tree or 
blockading a road to disputed 
land, but it really does describe 
activities for the betterment of 
a community or society, espe-
cially when it’s led by people 
and not by government offi-
cials.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

C hina officially went 
back to work on 
Monday, after an 

extended two-week Lunar 
New Year holiday, while 
the authorities struggled to 
get the spread of the new 
coronavirus under control. 
But a lot of Chinese are 
not going back to work yet, 
and the spread of the ‘devil 
virus’ (as President Xi Jing-
ping called it) is manifestly 
not under control.

This virus has already 
killed more than 800 
people – more fatalities 
in two months than the 
SARS (severe acute re-
spiratory syndrome) out-
break of 2002-03 caused 
in seven months– and 
it’s accelerating. The last 
few days have seen more 
than 80 deaths a day, and 
the death rate in the city 

Is the ‘devil virus’ 
a ‘black swan’?

of Wuhan in Hubei prov-
ince, the point of origin 
of the disease and still its 
epicentre, is now four per 
cent of those infected.

The death rate is still 
only two per cent na-
tionally, but infections 
elsewhere are generally 
more recent than those in 
Hubei province and may 
not reflect the final death 
rate. And it’s still spread-
ing fast within China: four 
large cities in Zhejiang 
province on the coast are 

Love is a many splendored thing ... or not.

“In order to bring Americans together – which is what 
successful campaigns do – Sanders wants to raise the 
minimum wage, tax billionaires and corporations (in-
stead of giving them handouts), end trade policies that 
boost profits as workers lose their jobs, enact medicare 
for all and reduce outrageous pharmaceutical prices.” 

Writer Duncan Cameron's take on the Democratic 
front-runner, Bernie Sanders

For younger workers, the high cost of living was 
cited as the primary reason they have been forced 
to delay saving for their retirement, followed by 
costs associated with raising children. As many as 
38% of workers aged 35-54 said that child-related 
costs were a financial burden while those aged 18-34 
report an even higher frequency of stress with 47% 
claiming that their children are a financial strain. 

Leger survey

SEE DYER | 05

GWYNNE DYER 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Efforts for economic development misguided, 
with growth misplaced and counterproductive

F or the 10 years between 
2008 and 2018, 91 per cent 
of the job creation in Ontar-

io occurred in the GTA (includ-
ing the Oshawa census metropol-
itan area) and Ottawa. That left 
just nine per cent for the rest of 
the province.

Those numbers, published 
in a new report from the Fraser 
institute, Uneven Recovery: Job 
Creation in Ontario’s Urban Cen-
tres between 2008 and 2018, are 
hardly inspiring for most of the 
municipalities in the province, 
though this region didn’t do too 
badly.

“Job creation performance 
outside of the GTA CMAs and 
Ottawa has not been uniform. 
Some CMAs, such as Kitchen-
er-Cambridge-Waterloo, have 
seen significant job growth, 
while others, including London, 
St. Catharines, Peterborough, 
and Thunder Bay have experi-
enced minimal job growth or, in 
the case of the Greater Sudbury 
area, negative job growth. In 
smaller towns and rural areas 
taken as a whole, net job creation 
has been negative during the 
2008 to 2018 decade,” reads the 
report.

Still, the report both speaks 
volumes about the uselessness 
of economic development efforts 
and the futility of trying to tack-
le social woes such as housing 
affordability and environmen-
tal degradation in the Golden 
Horseshoe.

The former is simply an ex-
pensively wasteful make-work 
project for a few people, while 
immigration and settlement pat-
terns work against issues such 
as affordable housing, commu-
nity-building and the support of 
friends and family, as people are 
forced to leave small towns for 
the only areas of growth.

With economic development, 
growth in both housing and jobs 
will concentrate in a few spots in 
the province, regardless of win-
dow-dressing attempts by mu-
nicipalities: those communities 
that don’t need growth will get 

it, with all the incumbent social 
ills and rising costs to existing 
residents, and those areas that 
need it – i.e. almost every mu-
nicipality outside of the Golden 
Horseshoe and Ottawa – won’t 
get any.

For those communities experi-
encing growth, the benefits will 
be few, the problems many.

Locally, in Woolwich and the 
region, little of the growth has 
been a boon to citizens. Much 
of the finances from growth got 
sucked into the black hole of 
staff increases, higher wages 
and pet projects that provide 
zero benefit to the public, often 
doing harm instead. Instead of 
spreading the load and providing 
more funds for essentials such as 
infrastructure, growth has been 
putting ever-more stress on the 
current infrastructure while add-
ing to the inventory that will one 
day require more government 

money to maintain and replace. 
And always at a cost greater than 
the purported benefits of growth.

The downsides of growth – a 
long list, not limited to the in-
arguable ecological damage 
– should have been top of mind 
to local politicians dealing with 
budgets just now. Neither the 
township nor the region looked 
at eliminating fruitless economic 
development offices, let alone 
countering the growth that is 
proving detrimental.

It’s down that path the conver-
sation needs to go, however. We 
need to know if Waterloo Region 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

really has a problem attracting 
new businesses. 

Yes, there are pre-existing 
challenges locally, provincially 
and nationwide, particularly 
when it comes to manufacturing  
jobs, but how much local taxpay-
er money is really needed while 
the region remains a growth 
centre?

Small communities with a 
small industrial/commercial 
base experiencing a net out-
flow of residents may want to 
develop land in order to entice 
business and create jobs. That’s 
certainly not the case in the re-
gion, though the types of new 
jobs are not always ideal – many 
of the new jobs are low-paying 
and transient, but  the myth of 
the service economy endures 
nonetheless. The standard reply 
that other urban centres do the 
same thing with economic de-
velopment and growth shouldn’t 

suffice. Again, the politicians 
should be asking those questions 
and challenging assumptions on 
our behalf.

Interestingly, some advocates 
of economic development ini-
tiatives, particularly in the U.S. 
where there are more levers (tax 
breaks, land grants and the like) 
in play, economic development 
is sold as being able to reduce 
property taxes by adding more 
contributors. That’s never dis-
cussed here, where residents see 
few benefits from growth, and no 
financial advantage whatsoever 
when it comes to government: 
their taxes always go up, never 
down.

For many critics, however, 
economic development is a 
zero-sum game. Money spent 
on attracting businesses from 
another jurisdiction beggars thy 
neighbour. For new ventures, a 
long list of factors will come into 
play when a company is looking 
to set up shop; sure, they’ll take 
any freebies, but if that’s the 
deciding factor, there’s every 
reason to doubt the long-term 
viability of that “investment.”

What we and other munici-
palities in the GTA have been 
doing, however, simply locks us 
into the ponzi scheme of growth 
in order to justify today’s deci-
sions, no matter how poor. Just 
look at the light rail transit fias-
co, literally railroaded through 
public opposition, for proof. The 
mall-to-mall train makes abso-
lutely no sense today, tomor-
row or in your lifetime. Unlike 
the transit woes in Toronto, it 
is a solution to problems that 
doesn’t exist here. The solution? 
Create the problems here by 
increasing densities, making 
driving less convenient and bur-
dening the most vulnerable in 
the core areas.

What the numbers show is 
that the current formula doesn’t 
work. That’s true of most of the 
province that lacks job creation, 
but also in those areas where 
demand is driving growth and 
its commensurate downside.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

now also locked down.
Significantly, President 

Xi is no longer claiming 
that he is “personally 
commanding” the anti-vi-
rus fight. If this is going 
to be a complete disaster, 
somebody else should 
take the blame, and the 
man in charge of the na-
tional campaign against 
the virus is now vice-pre-
mier Sun Chunlun.

Well aware that he is 
now the designated fall 
guy, Sun immediately vis-
ited Wuhan and declared 
that the city and country 
now face ‘wartime con-
ditions.’  Waxing full-on 

hysterical, he warned: 
“There must be no desert-
ers, or they will be nailed 
to the pillar of historical 
shame forever.” But mere 
rhetoric won’t save him if 
the epidemic goes nation-
wide.

It probably will: the two 
or three weeks that were 
wasted after the virus 
was first detected cannot 
be recovered. But the 
enforced holidays, travel 
curbs and lockdowns, 
belated though they are, 
may still limit the spread 
of the virus beyond China.

Or maybe not, but even 
if the virus is largely con-
tained within China the 

risk of financial infection 
is high. High enough, in 
fact, to qualify as a poten-
tial ‘black swan.’

A ‘black swan’ is an 
unforeseen event that 
has a huge impact on the 
normal course of events. 
The SARS epidemic in 
2002-03 was a black 
swan: it knocked about 
two percentage points off 
China’s economic growth 
that year. However, that 
epidemic did not cause a 
global recession, because 
back in those days China 
was only a small part of 
the global economy.

Now the Chinese econ-
omy is the world’s sec-

ond-biggest. It takes up 
four times the space in 
the global economy that it 
occupied in 2002, so a two 
per cent fall in Chinese 
economic growth trans-
lates into at least a half-
per cent hit to the entire 
global economy. Which 
would not be a big deal if 
the global economy was in 
good shape, but it isn’t.

Indeed, 12 years after 
the 2008 sub-prime fi-
nancial crisis the global 
economy is still in the 
intensive care ward. 
There has been no return 
to the pre-crisis high 
growth rates, and inter-
est rates, except in the 

 �DYER:  Mismangement of coronavirus, overall economy has China's leaders looking to cover their behinds
FROM 04 United States, are still at 

rock-bottom. That means 
the banks have no room to 
cut the cost of borrowing 
and stimulate demand if 
the economy is starting to 
tank.

This applies in par-
ticular to China itself, 
where the banks have 
been forced by the gov-
ernment to finance huge 
amounts of unproductive 
investment as the regime 
continuously ‘primed the 
pump’ in order to ward off 
a recession.

It worked, in the sense 
that the loans financed 
a further orgy of con-
struction that has now 

equipped the country 
with 100,000 km of un-
der-used expressways and 
four half-empty 60-storey 
apartment towers at all 
four corners of every ma-
jor intersection in each 
of the country’s hundred 
biggest cities. China was 
the only major country 
to avoid a recession af-
ter 2008 – but it left the 
banks staggering under a 
mountain of bad debts. 

By now China has a Po-
temkin economy where 
the official economic 
growth rate is six per cent 
a year but the true num-
ber, as measured by elec-
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Pain, Swelling, Fatigue in your legs? 
Book your appointment for Compression Socks today!

Woolwich
Physiotherapy
519-669-2578
SOS (Elmira)
Physiotherapy
519-669-1212Love Your Feet!kimberlyrau.com

Meet and greet
with the Sugar Kings
from 5:30-7:00 p.m.

Elmira Blood 
Donation Event.
Friday, February 21. 2020.
2:30-7:30 p.m.
Lions Hall, 40 South St. W.

Elmira Sugar Kings 
partnering with
Hockey Gives Blood & 
Canadian Blood Services

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
Amos Weber  519-501-9256 • Dianne Cook  226-979-5751

Amos & Naomi Weber Tours 

MAY 5 -8 ����������������� TULIP FESTIVAL   HOLLAND  MICHIGAN 
Enjoy spring in Holland

MAY 11-28 �������������� CANADAS EAST COAST 
N.S., N.B., PEI., AND NFLD

JULY   1 -4 ��������������� HORSE PROGRESS DAYS 
MT HOPE  OHIO 
Every thing Horse Drawn

AUG 17 –SEPT 4 ������� WEST COAST 
Yellow Stone Park.,,Butchart Gardens,  
Whistler, Jasper, Banff, Lake Louise�

OCT� 6 – 9 ���������������� AGAWA CANYON 
Sault Ste� Marie  Ont� 
Train Tour

Oct 20 – 23 ������������� OHIO  AMISH COUNTRY 
Holmes County Ohio 
Amish and Mennonite Heritage

OCT� 27 – 30 ������������ ARK ENCOUNTER & CREATION MUSEUM 
Dry Ridge Kentucky 
Replica of Noahs Ark and Creation Museum

Tours booked with Diane Cook, TPI  • TICO# 50013851

2020 TOURS

tricity use or megatons of 
freight carried by the rail-
ways, is between two and 
three per cent. Knock two 
percentage points off that 
and you have no growth at 
all – and a crisis of surviv-
al for the regime.

That would be the 
biggest black swan you 
ever saw, but remember 
that the lies and official 
incompetence that sur-
rounded the Chernobyl di-
saster played a big part in 
making the Soviet public 
ripe for regime change a 
few years later. Could the 
coronavirus have a similar 
effect? It’s not likely, but 
it is conceivable.

The immediate and short-
term deaths from the Cher-
nobyl melt-down amounted 
to 60 people. The Wuhan 
coronavirus has killed a doz-
en times as many Chinese 
citizens already. 

 �DYER: Lies and 
incompetence 
have a habit 
of coming back 
to haunt the 
corrupt in charge 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

 ■ Talk of climate emergencies is just 
words unless we act on the problems

 ■ Province looks to vilify teachers in labour dispute

To the Editor,

As if the latest victory 
of the court approval for 
the government’s TMX 
pipeline expansion isn’t 
enough to wrench the 
heart of an environmen-
talist, we now have to 
speak up against the Teck 
Frontier mine project. 

To be built, it will 
emit six million tonnes 
of greenhouse gases per 
year, destroy the boreal 
forest over an area twice 
the size of Vancouver, 
trample Indigenous 
rights, and threaten 
unique biodiversity. 

The mine would likely 
have significant negative 
impacts on nature and 
wildlife: It would destroy 
nearly 3,000 hectares of 
old-growth forest and 
14,000 hectares of wet-
lands. It would threaten 
to destroy large portions 
of habitat for several spe-
cies. If approved, it would 
operate for more than 40 
years, locking in carbon 
pollution until 2067, even 

To the Editor,

I have noticed, over the 
years, that governments 
of several jurisdictions in 
Canada, most prominently 
those of the Conservative 
party, pander to the inher-
ent anti-teacher bias of 
citizens. 

In the (right wing) press, 
one sees words like “greed” 
and “manipulation” applied 

though Canada has com-
mitted to net-zero emis-
sions by 2050. 

Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau is going to have 
to plant a lot more trees. 

Climate change is hap-
pening here and now 
– and I don’t want this 
destructive mega-proj-
ect that will increase the 
damage. 

We used to think a cli-
mate denier was someone 
who didn’t believe that 
human interference with 
the biosphere caused 
global warming, resulting 
in climate change.

Now we say that the 
new climate denier be-
lieves that, but doesn’t 
do anything to stop it. Do 
all those climate emer-
gency and climate crisis 
declarations from layers 
of government mean 
nothing? 

Shannon Purves-Smith 
Elmira

to our teachers. This is 
also pandering. People are 
resentful toward teachers 
due to their perquisites (i.e. 
vacation time); they are 
also regretful because they 
failed to stay the course and 
attain such a “cushy” job. 
I, for one, am tired of these 
tactics. 

Money is not the issue 
here – teachers are standing 
firm against Premier Ford’s 

assault on our education 
system. 

I am proud of the fact 
that Canada has the highest 
post-secondary graduation 
rate in the world at 60 per 
cent, even higher than Ja-
pan and the United States. 
Let’s keep it that way!

Allan Berry
Fergus

GET IT IN THE

We have
photos
to share.

ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

Being in the paper is
one of life’s highlights.
  Relive it with a reprint.

$4.29

PORK SAUSAGE   

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$5.25 /lb

Reg.$3.65 /lb$2.99 /lbBEEF LIVER   

STEWING BEEF   

$3.29
/lb Reg.$4.40 /lb

$3.99 /lb Reg.$4.75 /lbPIZZA LOAF    
DELI SLICED 

/lb

FROZEN SLICED 

PLAIN AND GARLIC 
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/scores

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

Ontarians can fish for free over the Family Day weekend 
(Feb. 15-17), taking part in the activity without having to 
purchase a licence or carry an Outdoors Card. It’s the 
first of four licence-free fishing opportunities in 2020, 
including Mother’s Day (May 9-10), Father’s Day (June 
20-21) and during Family Fishing Week (July 4-12). 

 www.ontariofamilyfishing.com

The EDSS junior boys basketball team moved on 
the WCSSAA qualifying round, which opens today 
(Thursday) as the Lancers head to Cameron Heights. 
The team this week fell to Eastwood Collegiate 60-57 
on Monday and to Huron Heights, 58-46 on Tuesday. 
The senior boys lost their corresponding matches to 
Eastwood (87-31) and Huron Heights (58-32).

THE FISHING'S FREE ON THE COURT

Follow KW Titans

#wearetitans #TURNITUP #ITSOURTIME

Canada’s Professional Basketball 
League in Waterloo Region.

THE AUD   //   400 EAST AVE., KITCHENER

JOIN US FOR A FUN FAMILY PRO BASKETBALL IN KW!

Purchase tickets at kwtitans.com

game
dateS FEBRUARY 20, 2020  //   TIP-OFF AT 7PM

FEBRUARY 13, 2020  //   TIP-OFF AT 7PM
VS

Team Canada players practiced Monday at the WMC ahead of exhibition games against the U.S.  [COLIN MERLIHAN]

The Jacks celebrate a goal during Friday's opener. [COLIN MERLIHAN

Para hockey rivals Canada and the 
U.S. face off in Elmira this week

Jacks split opening pair in 
playoff series vs. New Hamburg

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

They come from all over 
the country, but they’re 
united in one goal: take 
back the gold medal for 
Canada.

To that end, Canada’s 
National Para Hockey 
Team is training in Elmira 
this week, playing a pair of 
exhibition games against 
their rivals today (Thurs-
day) and Saturday at the 
WMC.

A member of the team 
since 2004-05 – his first 
coach was Elmira’s Jeff 
Snyder – defenceman Greg 
Westlake is well versed in 
the rivalry with the U.S.

“We have years where we 
were the dominant team, 
and other years where they 
were the dominant one,” 
he said following a practice 
session this week. 

Canada last claimed gold 
in 2017, and the team is 
eager to get it back, added 
team captain Tyler McGre-
gor, noting the two North 
American teams dominate 
the sport on the interna-
tional stage.

Playing against the U.S. 
team, even an exhibition 
series, is a way to hone 
their skills and stay sharp, 
he noted.

“Our only opportunity 
to play meaningful games 
is against the U.S. – we’re 
the top two teams in the 
world,” said McGregor. “As 
high-performance athletes, 
these games challenge you 
the most, to bring your best 
– that’s what these games 
do.”

The training session that 
opened Monday in Elmira 
saw the teammates gather 

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

For the Wellesley Apple-
jacks, 4-1 and 4-1 make it 
1-1 in the opening round 
of the Provincial Junior 
Hockey League playoffs.

Having lost the first 
game to the New Hamburg 
Firebirds on February 7, the 
team bounced back the fol-
lowing night to win by the 
same 4-1 spread, knotting 
the best-of-seven-series at 
one apiece.

Last Friday night’s open-
er at the Wellesley arena 
was a special-teams affair, 
as none of the scoring came 
5-on-5. New Hamburg was 
on the board first, Quinn 
Bisch potting the lone goal 
of the first 20 minutes on 
a power play despite being 
outshot 15-11.

The Firebirds made it 
2-0 on a goal from Mason 
Sinkeldam at 7:40, again 
on the power play. Less 
than five minutes later, the 
Jacks took advantage of a 
power play of their own, 
Matt Caskanette scoring off 
an assist from Zach Ribeiro 
to make it 2-1.

Another power play saw 
the Firebirds seal the vic-
tory when Dalton Smith 
scored at 11:37 of the final 
frame. With the Wellesley 
net empty in favour of an 
extra attacker, Smith made 
it 4-1 at 18-11.

The final shot tally was 

from across the country, 
something they typically 
do seven to 10 days each 
month, said team manager 
Marshall Starkman.

Given that they only 
spend a limited amount of 
time together, the players 
have to train on their own 
or in smaller groups, mak-
ing the sessions together as 
efficient as possible.

“We do a great job of 
maximizing our time to-
gether,” said McGregor.

As it’s not a centralized 
team, the players have to 

push themselves to keep 
training, said Corbyn 
Smith, a forward from 
nearby Monkton. 

“I try to get together with 
some of the guys in the 
area,” he said, noting he’s 
typically in the GTA a cou-
ple of times a week, along 
with league play with a 
team in the Barrie area. 

McGregor, originally 
from Forest, Ont. and now 
living in Toronto, and 
Westlake (Oakville) are 
both part of the group from 
this part of Ontario who 

train together.
“It’s important to keep 

at it. You want to come to 
camp in good shape,” said 
Smith of the training reg-
imen.

This week’s series will 
mark the first time the 
teams have met since the 
gold medal game at the 
2019 Canadian Tire Para 
Hockey Cup in early De-
cember. Exhibition match-
es are set for Thursday at 
11:30 a.m. and Saturday at 
6:30 p.m. at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre.

SLEDGE HOCKEY

38-29 in favour of the vis-
itors.

Led by Owen Lane’s hat 
trick, the Jacks turned the 
tables the following night 
in New Hamburg. 

On Saturday, it was 
Wellesley that opened 
the scoring, Lane’s first 
coming at 5:05, assisted by 
Shaun Pickering and Justin 
McCombs. New Hamburg 
would respond with Cedrik 
Roth’s unassisted goal at 
10:28, sending the teams 
into intermission locked 
at 1-1.

The only goal of the 
middle frame came off the 
stick of Conner Bradley at 
12: 11, with assists going to 
Carson Wickie and Austin 
Cousineau.

Just 55 seconds into the 
final stanza, Lane’s second 
made it 3-1, the power-play 
marker coming with as-
sists from McCombs and 
James Ranson. At 16:16, 
the trio struck again, a goal 
that would cap the night 
on route to a 4-1 Wellesley 
victory.

Shots were 47-35 for the 
Jacks.

Game three of the series 
was played Wednesday 
night in Wellesley, but re-
sults weren't available prior 
to press time. Action re-
sumes Friday night in New 
Hamburg, with game five 
set for Saturday night back 
in Wellesley. Start time in 
both cases is 7:30 p.m.
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T H E  S C O R E

WOOLWICH
WILDCATS
Novice: Major Novice A

Feb 09 vs Milton 
Winterhawks

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Grayson Schimus, 
Kolton Brubacher, Jayden 
Vincent, Tristan Snelling, 
Lukas Rintoul, Parker Allen

ASSISTS: Arabelle Weiss (3), 
Grayson Schimus (3), Liam 
Weiss

Novice: Major Novice A

Feb 02 vs Erin-Hillsburgh 
Devils

HOME: 14 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Parker Allen (3), 
Arabelle Weiss (3), Jayden 
Vincent (2), Isla McCoubrey 
(2), Kolton Brubacher, 
Lukas Rintoul, Liam Weiss, 
Grayson Schimus

ASSISTS: Kolton Brubacher 
(3), Jayden Vincent (2), 
Bentley Wideman (2), Lukas 
Rintoul (2), Liam Weiss (2), 
Tristan Snelling (2), Grayson 
Schimus, Jackson Vogel, 
Isla McCoubrey, Arabelle 
Weiss
Shutouts: Sam Elson and 
Carson Hallman

Novice: Major Novice A

Feb 01 vs Centre Wellington 
Fusion

HOME: 10 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Isla McCoubrey (2), 
Lukas Rintoul (2), Grayson 
Schimus (2), Jayden Vincent 
(2), Kolton Brubacher, 
Bentley Wideman

ASSISTS: Arabelle Weiss (3), 
Parker Allen, Lukas Rintoul

Shutouts: Sam Elson and 
Carson Hallman

Novice: Major Novice A

Jan 30 vs Milton 
Winterhawks

HOME: 15 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Jayden Vincent (4), 
Isla McCoubrey (2), Grayson 
Schimus (2), Arabelle 
Weiss (2), Tristan Snelling, 
Liam Weiss, Lukas Rintoul, 
Bentley Wideman, Blake 
Heckendorn

ASSISTS: Arabelle Weiss 
(3), Blake Heckendorn 
(2), Harrison Brown, Liam 
Weiss, Tristan Snelling, 

Bentley Wideman, Jayden 
Vincent, Owen Misener

Atom: Major Atom A

Feb 08 vs New Hamburg

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Colton Sinclair 
(2), Reese Martin, William 
Krubally, Josh Wraight

ASSISTS: Nolan Martin (3), 
Colton Brito, Reese Martin

Shutouts: Cohen Patterson

Atom: LL3

Feb 08 vs Centre Wellington 
2

HOME: 7 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Owen Dally (3), 
Tyler Bauman, Nicholas 
Shardlow (2), Bryden 
Schaefer

ASSISTS: Tyler Bauman (2), 
Bryden Schaefer (2), Drew 
Diebolt, Brylee Patterson

Atom: Major Atom A

Feb 04 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Colton Brito, Jordan 
Martin

ASSISTS: William Krubally, 
Colton Sinclair

Shutouts: Cohen Patterson

Atom: Minor Atom A

Feb 09 vs Owen Sound 
Attack

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Carter Crane (2), 
Ethan Straus

ASSISTS: Madden 
Habermehl, Jack Wood, 
Maxwell Rintoul

Shutouts: Maxwell Rintoul

Atom: LL#2

Feb 01 vs Centre Wellington 
#4

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Cooper Jones 
(2), Aiden Basler, Austin 
Thompson, Braun Draper, 
Edwin Martin

ASSISTS: Maddox Medeiros 
(3), Noah Gibson (2), Cooper 
Jones, Matt Wilkie, Logan 
Goodfellow

Shutouts: Ronan Doherty

Atom: Minor Atom A

Feb 02 vs Orangeville 
Flyers

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Nate Seller (2), 
Madden Habermehl, 
Jackson Gillies, Carter 
Crane

ASSISTS: Kitson Bakker, 
Liam MacGregor

Atom: Major Atom A

Feb 01 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 5

GOALS: Colton Brito, Nolan 
Martin, Reese Martin (2)

ASSISTS: Nolan Martin, 
William Krubally, Colton 
Brito

Atom: Minor Atom A

Feb 01 vs Caledon Hawks

HOME: 9 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Ethan Straus (2), 
Madden Habermehl (2), 
Jackson Gillies (2), Carson 
Kellough, Kitson Bakker, 
Kolten Noot

ASSISTS: Ethan Straus 
(4), Kitson Bakker, Carson 
Kellough, Owen Porter, 
Nate Seller

Shutouts: Maxwell Rintoul

Atom: LL3

Feb 01 vs Centre Wellington 
3

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Nicholas Shardlow, 
Tyler Bauman (2)

ASSISTS: Drew Diebolt, 
Brylee Patterson

Atom: Major Atom A

Jan 23 vs Centre Wellington 
Fusion

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Jordan Martin (2), 
Matthew Kochut, Nolan 

Martin, Josh Wraight

ASSISTS: Nolan Martin (2), 
Reese Martin, Josh Wraight, 
Jordan Martin, Colton 
Sinclair (2)

Shutouts: Cohen 
Hamburger

Atom: Minor Atom A

Jan 29 vs Halton Hills 
Thunder

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Kitson Bakker, 
Owen Porter, Cody Paquet, 
Carson Kellough

ASSISTS: Ethan Straus (2), 
Jackson Gillies, Madden 
Habermehl, Kolten Noot, 
Sullivan Shantz

Shutouts: Mason Gruhl

Atom: Minor Atom A

Jan 25 vs Caledon Hawks

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Cody Paquet (2), 
Ethan Straus (2), Owen 
Porter

ASSISTS: Cody Paquet, 
Carter Crane, Madden 
Habermehl, Nate Seller, 
Jackson Gillies

Atom: Minor Atom A

Jan 19 vs Orangeville Flyers

HOME: 7 VISITOR: 8

GOALS: Cody Paquet (2), 
Kitson Bakker (2), Ethan 
Straus (2), Nate Seller

ASSISTS: Carter Crane (3), 
Carson Kellough (2), Kolten 
Noot, Owen Porter, Jack 
Wood, Jackson Gillies

PeeWee: Peewee LL3

Feb 08 vs Centre Wellington

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 7

GOALS: Tyler Gingrich x (1), 
Alex Hiller x (1)

PeeWee: Peewee LL3

Feb 04 vs Peewee LL3

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 5

GOALS: Sebastian Abate 
x (1), Tyler Gingrich x (2), 
Gavin Braithwaite x (1), 
Dylan Burkholder x (1)

ASSISTS: Dylan Burkholder 
x (1), Jordan MacLachlan 
(1), Matthew Hutchison (1), 
Emmet Schell x (1)

PeeWee: Peewee WE

Jan 30 vs Milton

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 5

GOALS: Brooks Lehtonen

ASSISTS: Owen Weppler

PeeWee: Peewee AE

Jan 29 vs Milton

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Brooks Lehtonen, 
Patrick McCarthy

ASSISTS: Drew Snyder, 
Connor Goebel

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Feb 01 vs Centre Wellington

HOME: 1 (OT) VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Danny Schaefer

ASSISTS: Ethan Burkholder, 
Carter Snider

Shutouts: Mitchell Roemer

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Feb 02 vs Centre Wellington

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Evan Woods

ASSISTS: Rylan Heimpel, 
Ayden Schaap

Shutouts: Ayden Schaap

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Jan 31 vs Oakville Rangers 
Blue

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Ethan Burkholder, 
Karsten Smith, Gavin 
Neabel

ASSISTS: Riley Dettweiler, 
Carter Snider

Shutouts: n/a

PeeWee: Peewee LL3

Feb 01 vs Centre Wellington

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 7

GOALS: Dylan Burkholder 
x (1), Alex Hiller x (1), Tyler 
Gingrich x (1)

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Jan 26 vs Oakville Rangers 
Blue

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Brandon Fishman, 
Carter Snider, Carson 
Staken, Joshua Carson, 
Evan Woods

ASSISTS: Karsten Smith (2), 
Brandon Fishman, Hunter 
Bender

Shutouts: n/a

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Jan 25 vs Hespeler

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Carter Snider (2), 
Joshua Carson, Ethan 
Burkholder

ASSISTS: Danny Schaefer, 
Rylan Heimpel, Hunter 
Bender, Karsten Smith

Shutouts: n/a

Bantam: Major A

Feb 07 vs burlington

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Ryan Brubacher 
(2), Jordan Chang, Keenan 
Martin (2)

ASSISTS: Ethan Bickerton, 
Parker Alles, eric Hutton, 
Joey Martin (2)

Shutouts: Ian Darroch

Bantam: Minor Bantam A

Feb 04 vs Halton Hills

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 6

GOALS: Josh Uhrig (2), 
Isaac Lopers

ASSISTS: Josh Uhrig

Bantam: Minor Bantam A

Jan 27 vs Centre Wellington

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Eric Kane (2), 
Mathew Ramage, Josh 
Gibson

ASSISTS: Jackson Bowman 
(2), Isaac Lopers, Josh 
Uhrig, Jamie Ferretti, 
Michael Gear

Midget: Select

Feb 05 vs Cambridge 
Hawks

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Lucas Radler, 
Braxten Breen

ASSISTS: Donovan Shantz, 
Mac Benham, Andrew 
Weber, Jake Schill

Midget: Select

Jan 25 vs Acton Chargers

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Andrew Weber (2), 
Jake Schill

ASSISTS: Adam Pauls, Ryan 
Curtis, Lucas Weber

Midget: Select

Feb 08 vs Woodstock Jr. 
Navy Vets

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 8

GOALS: Ryan Curtis, 
Braxten Breen, Lucas 
Radler (2)

ASSISTS: Braxten Breen, 
Mac Benham, Ryan Curtis, 
Tyler Newton, Jake Schill

Atom: LL3

Jan 26 vs Hespeler 
Shamrocks Green

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 5

GOALS: Tyler Bauman, 
Nicholas Shardlow

ASSISTS: Ethan Leveck, 
Nicholas Shardlow, James 
Ferguson

Atom: LL3

Jan 25 vs Woolwich 
Wildcats LL1

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Nolan Cruickshank

ASSISTS: Drew Diebolt

Atom: LL3

Jan 25 vs Minto Mad Dogs

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Tyler Bauman, Drew 
Diebolt, Nicholas Shardlow

Atom: LL3

Jan 24 vs Cambridge 
Senators

A few techniques that auger well
NOT-SO-GREAT OUTDOORSMAN

I ’ve got to admit that, 
when my friend told 
me he was going to spin 

class to get into better shape, 
I thought some fitness in-
structor had finally realized 
they could torture people 
into shape by forcing them 
to use a hand auger.

For those who have never 
drilled a hole in the ice by 

hand, this assertion might 
come as a surprise. But as 
those of us who have chosen 
to use hand augers during 
the ice fishing season know, 
it’s not that far-fetched. We 
eventually develop a small 
degree of physical fitness 
using hand augers and then, 
as winter progresses, a larg-
er degree of regret. Mostly 
because we never bought a 
power auger this year.

Frankly, using a hand 
auger is one of those forms 
of torture in which the pain 
increases in steady, gradual 
increments – it’s sort of like 
watching the Trump presi-
dency, but worse.

For instance, at the be-
ginning of the ice fishing 
season, when there is some-
where around four inches 
of ice, it’s basically painless. 
It hurts so little, in fact, that 
those of us who use hand 
augers frequently wear a 
smug look of superiority 
each time we pass other an-
glers towing heavy gas-pow-
ered  augers. After all, when 
the ice is that thin, it doesn’t 
take more than a dozen 
turns with a sharp hand au-
ger to punch through. And, 
often times, a person who 
is good with a hand auger 
can have two or three holes 
drilled before the person 
with the power auger had 
even got it started.

By February, however, 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

things are very different. 
Then, the only reason you 
carry a hand auger is to 
make guys with power au-
gers feel even better about 
themselves. 

Yet, there is good news 
in all this. You see, over the 
years, I have found you can 
still utilize a hand auger to 
help you drill all the holes 
you want, even in 30 inches 
of ice or more. Provided you 
know how to use it correctly.

Here’s the technique I 
have perfected. 

As soon as I get on the 
lake, I have a look around to 
where the young guys and 
gals with the power augers 
are. Then, I set up a respect-
ful distance away – more 
than 20 but less than 50 me-

tres is ideal.
The rest is really simple. 

You smile, wave at them 
in a friendly manner, and 
then start drilling a hole 
with your hand auger. The 
rest is a bit nuanced. Every 
time they look your way, 
you clutch at your heart, 
look to the heavens and yell, 
“Elizabeth! I’m coming to 
join you!” 

Typically, this is all it takes. 
Sometimes, however, it 

might also require you to 
curl up in the fetal position 
on the ice to get one of them 
to come over with a power 
auger and offer to drill a few 
holes for you – unless, of 
course, they are in the mid-
dle of a hot bite. In which 
case, you might have to wait.

The point is most ice 
anglers with power augers 
are only too happy to help 
a fellow ice angler. Mostly 
because they are uncom-
fortable watching a fellow 
angler resort to sobbing un-
controllably.

Right now some of you 
are probably thinking all 
this beneath the dignity of 
an experienced angler. And 
by some of you, I mean the 
inexperienced anglers in the 
group.

The truth of the matter 
is you can either do this or 
go over to the neighbouring 
group of anglers with hat 
in hand and ask politely for 
help. But, I think we can all 
agree, this would be humil-
iating.
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T H E  S C O R E

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Tyler Bauman 
(2), Brylee Patterson, 
Bryden Schaefer, Nicholas 
Shardlow

ASSISTS: Nolan Cruickshank 
(2), Charlie Brodrecht, Ethan 
Leveck, Owen Dally, James 
Ferguson

Midget: Select

Feb 01 vs George Bell Titans 
Navy

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Andrew Weber, 
Braxten Breen

ASSISTS: Jake Schill (2), 
Braxten Breen, Tyler 
Newton

Midget: Select

Feb 01 vs Vaughan Rangers 
Blue

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Andrew Weber

ASSISTS: Tyler Newton, 
Donovan Shantz

Midget: Select

Jan 31 vs Brantford 99ers

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Tyler Newton, 
Andrew Weber, Adam Pauls, 
Nate Taylor, Lucas Radler

ASSISTS: Nate Taylor, Danny 
Soehner, Braxton Breen (2), 
Jake Schill (3), Mac Benham

Shutouts: Matthew Kraemer

WOOLWICH
WILD

Bettke

ASSISTS: Brooklyn Pope, 
Sofia Fitch (2))

Shutouts: Kelly Grant

PeeWee: PeeWee B

Feb 04 vs Mount Forest 
Rams

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Taylor Weber

ASSISTS: Grace Gow, Julia 
Adams

PeeWee: PeeWee B

Jan 25 vs Waterloo Ravens

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Kayleigh Futher, 
Peyton Gaudet

ASSISTS: Emily Martin, Julia 
Adams

PeeWee: PeeWee B

Jan 21 vs Wilmot Wolverines

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Carrie Schwindt, 
Julia Adams, Taylor Weber

ASSISTS: Addie Fitzgerald 
(2), Callie Gruhl, Peyton 
Gaudet, Grace Gow

Shutouts: Sam Weber

PeeWee: LL

Feb 02 vs Ayr Rockets

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Maggie Ropp

ASSISTS: Rebecca Airdrie, 
Addison Bettke

PeeWee: LL

Feb 01 vs Waterloo Ravens 
2

Novice: B

Feb 09 vs Waterloo Ravens

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Lauryn Kidd, 
Presley McFadden

ASSISTS: Lauryn Kidd, 
Brinley Fitzgerald

Shutouts: Alanna Pickett

Novice: Midget BB

Feb 08 vs Brantford

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Haylee Clemmer, 
Maddy Goss (2)

ASSISTS: Delaney Douglas, 
Kara Dietrich, Abby 
Burkholder, Delaney Keen

Shutouts: Krista Bentley

Novice: B

Feb 08 vs Guelph Jr. 
Gryphons

HOME: 7 VISITOR: 5

GOALS: McKenzie Rank (2), 
Lauryn Kidd (2), Presley 
McFadden, Audrey English, 
Hailey Frede

ASSISTS: Ava Weber, Stella 
Grundy, Lauryn Kidd, Sage 
Balog, Maggie McAdam, 
Emma Forwell

Atom: Atom B

Feb 07 vs Cambridge 
Roadrunners

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Emma Huber, 
Megan Nixon

ASSISTS: Addison Gunn 
(2), Leah Hunter, Emily 
Brubacher, Brynn Berfelz, 

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Maggie Ropp

ASSISTS: Sofia Fitch, 
Addison Bettke

Midget: Midget BB

Feb 09 vs Waterloo

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Maddy Goss (2), 
Shae-Lynn Martin, Alana 
Bauman, Delaney Douglas

ASSISTS: Cassidy Moser, 
Abby Burkholder (2), Alana 
Bauman, Claire Higgins 
(2), Avery Bender, Sydney 
Dettweiler, Haylee Clemmer

Shutouts: n/a

Midget: Midget BB

Jan 26 vs Waterloo

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Sydney Dettweiler, 
Shae-Lynn Martin

ASSISTS: Claire Higgins, 
Haylee Clemmer

Shutouts: n/a

Novice: Novice B

Feb 01 vs Stoney Creek 
Sabres

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Audrey English (2)

ASSISTS: Sage Balog, 
Maggie McAdam

Novice: Novice B

Feb 01 vs Flamborough 
Falcons

HOME: 11 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Maggie McAdam 
(3), Audrey English (3), 

Chloe Further

Shutouts: Hailey Thom

Atom: Atom B

Feb 01 vs Waterloo Ravens

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Andirana Chalhoub 
(2), Sophie Hallman, Chloe 
Further

ASSISTS: Serena Hessels 
(3), Rowyn McDowell, 
Megan Nixon, Andirana 
Chalhoub

Atom: LL

Feb 02 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers White

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Addison Searth

Atom: A

Jan 24 vs St Thomas

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Emma McCoubrey

ASSISTS: Emily Metzger

Atom: Arom B

Feb 10 vs Cambridge 
Roadrunners

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Chloe Further, Emily 
Brubacher

ASSISTS: Taylor Rayfield, 
Megan Noxon

PeeWee: LL

Feb 05 vs Guelph Jr. 
Gryphons Red

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Hailey Mueller, 
Jaiden Radler (2), Addison 

McKenzie Rank (2), Ava 
Weber (2), Lauryn Kidd

ASSISTS: Presley McFadden 
(2), Lauryn Kidd, Kynlee 
Nelson, Bronwyn Rozema, 
Julia Hallman, Emma 
Forwell

Novice: Novice B

Jan 31 vs St. Catharines Jr. 
Badgers

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Sage Balog (3)

ASSISTS: Sophie Hahn, 
Audrey English

Novice: Novice B

Jan 31 vs Huron Heat

HOME: 8 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Sophie Hahn, 
Hailey Frede, McKenzie 
Rank (2), Audrey English, 
Presley McFadden, Lauryn 
Kidd, Sage Balog

ASSISTS: Presley 
McFadden, Lauryn Kidd, 
Emma Forwell, Stella 
Grundy (2), Julia Hallman, 
Brinley Fitzgerald

Shutouts: Alanna Pickett

PeeWee: LL

Feb 08 vs Stoney Creek 
Black

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Addison Bettke

ASSISTS: Maggie Ropp, 
Rebecca Airdrie

PeeWee: LL

Feb 08 vs Flamborough 

White

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Maggie Ropp (2), 
Rebecca Airdrie

ASSISTS: Rebecca Airdrie, 
Jaiden Radler

PeeWee: LL

Feb 07 vs Haldimand 
Rivercats

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Sofia Fitch (3), 
Rebecca Airdrie, Emily 
Bauman

ASSISTS: Emily Bauman, 
Liah Hawkins, Jaiden Radler

Shutouts: Kelly Grant

PeeWee: PeeWee B

Feb 02 vs Nepean Wildcats

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Emily Martin

PeeWee: PeeWee B

Jan 31 vs Brock Jr Badgers

HOME: 0 VISITOR: 0

Shutouts: Sam Weber

PeeWee: PeeWee B

Jan 31 vs Oakville Hornets

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Taylor Weber, Emily 
Martin, Grace Gow

ASSISTS: Carrie Schwindt 
(2), Alexa Grundy, Taylor 
Weber, Peyton Gaudet

Shutouts: Sam Weber

PRACTICE HOME FIRE ESCAPE PLANNING ON FAMILY DAY

You may have only seconds to safely escape your home. Practice your
home fire escape plan and make sure everyone can get out quickly.

For more 
information: 

Woolwich Fire Department
Tel: 519-669-6022

INSTALL SMOKE ALARMS
  Install smoke alarms on every storey 

and outside sleeping areas. It’s the 
law. For best protection, install 

smoke alarms in every bedroom.

CHILDREN/SENIORS
Determine who will be 

responsible for helping young 
children, older adults or anyone 
else that may need assistance.

MEETING PLACE
 Choose a meeting place outside, 

such as a tree or a lamp post, 
where everyone can be 

accounted for.

UNDER SMOKE
 If caught in smoke, get low and 

go under the smoke to the 
nearest safe exit.

CALL FIRE DEPT.
 
outside the home, from a cell 

phone or neighbor’s home.

 
Once out, stay out. Never 

re-enter a burning building.

FIRE ESCAPE PLAN

and discuss it with the entire 
family.

CHECK ALL EXITS

 

Check that all exits are 
unobstructed and easy to use. TWO WAYS OUT

Show everyone two ways out of 
each room, if possible.

Township of Woolwich – Chief Dale Martin is urging 
families in Woolwich to practice their home fire escape 
plan as part of Family Day on February 17, 2020.

“Most fatal fires occur at night when everyone is asleep, so that is 
why it is so important for everyone to know what to do when the 
smoke alarms sound”, said Fire Chief Dale Martin. “Everyone 
should know what to do and where to go to get out safely.”

INSTALL CO ALARMS
Install carbon monoxide

detectors outside of
sleeping areas. 

woolwich.ca/fire

FAMILY  DAY  WEEKEND

Sunday February 16th
"Annual Charity Game" 

Elmira vs Listowel at 2:00 pm

Game jerseys will be 
auctioned following the game 
in support of Kate's Kause.
Auction starts at 4:30 pm in 
the WMC - Community Room.

Monday February 17th
"Family Day Game"

Elmira vs Brantford at 2:00 pm

Kings Autograph Signing & Kids Colouring 
Contest • 11:00 -11:45 am in the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre
12:00 -1:30 PM • Public Skate Sponsored 
by Tim Louis - MP Kitchener-Conestoga  
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Sugar Kings 
Promotion  

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

$25 off Wills and Powers of 
Attorney in the month of February, 
with the presentation of an Elmira 

Sugar Kings ticket stub.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 

 $25 OFF PER
PERSON

Offer ends Feb 29, 2020

SPRING SESSION
Recreational and Competitive Programs Offered 

For Ages 16 Months & Up

11 WEEKS
March 23 – June 12, 2020

FOR INFORMATION ON
PROGRAMS, GYM CALENDAR, BIRTHDAY PARTIES AND REGISTRATION 

CHECKOUT OUR WEBSITE www.woolwichgymnastics.com
CALL 519.669.2227 or EMAIL wgcregistrar@gmail.com

97 EARL MARTIN DRIVE, UNIT #2, ELMIRA

Please note that all programs are subject to availability and sufficient enrollment.

SPRING ONLINE REGISTRATION
Opens February 16 @ 8pm and 

Closes March 7 @ 8pm 
Payment must accompany registration

YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT

STEPHANIE FORTE
B.A., B.Ed., R.M.T., R.H.N.

www.youarewhatueat .com
Conestogo | 519-569-1616

Holistic Nutrition for Health, Weight 
loss & Management, Digestive Issues

Pre/Post-Natal Doula Services
Massage Therapy 

SINCE 1998

Kings one win away from clinching top spot in conference

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

The fruits of their penal-
ty-filled labours the previ-
ous week proved bitter for 
the Elmira Sugar Kings, 
who dropped both games 
over the weekend.

The Kings fell 4-2 in 
Cambridge on February 8, 

Slew of suspensions 
left team with a 
short bench and a 
pair of losses over 
the weekend

then dropped a 5-4 OT de-
cision to Stratford the fol-
lowing night on home ice.

While suspensions 
forced head coach Rob Col-
lins to shorten his bench, 
he wasn’t keen to lean on 
that issue.

“It’s not an excuse – you 
just have to play your 
game,” he said.

Playing their game 
wasn’t really an option, 
however, as the Kings were 
unable to roll four lines – 
the team had just seven 
forwards dressed for last 
Saturday’s match, and nine 
on Sunday.

“We play a difficult 
style,” said Collins of the 
energy needed through 60 
minutes, reserves that just 
couldn’t be tapped over the 
weekend.

“In both games, the first 
two periods were good, but 
we ran out of fuel.”

Saturday in Galt, the 
Kings went up 2-0 in the 
second after a scoreless 
first period. A power-play 
goal by Hunter Dubecki 
(assisted by Jeremey Good-
win and Harrison Toms) 
just 37 seconds after play 
resumed was followed by 
another Dubecki tally at 
2:46, with Mason McMa-
hon drawing an assist. 
But that was it, as the 
Redhawks took over from 
there.

The home side made it a 
one-goal game before the 
period ended, then scored 
three unanswered goals, 
including an empty-netter, 
in the final frame. 

Having outshot the Red-
hawks in the first two pe-
riods – 13-8 and 15-5 – the 
Kings wilted in the third, 
with Cambridge having a 
14-3 advantage.

Elmira took an early 
lead again on Sunday at 
the WMC before letting the 
Stratford Warriors climb 
back into the game. 

Back from suspension, 
Brody Waters opened the 
scoring with a power-play 
marker at 3:05, assisted by 
Dubecki and Toms. Waters 
bulged the twine again at 

8:05, this time assisted by 
Niki Molson and McMa-
hon, to give the home team 
a 2-0 lead. 

After Stratford made it 
2-1, McMahon (Goodwin) 
restored the two-goal 
lead with just 16 seconds 
remaining in the opening 
period.

The two teams ex-
changed goals in the 
middle stanza, Stratford 
at 15:56 and then Dubecki 
(Toms, Goodwin) on the 
power play at 19:06. It was 
4-2 Kings after 40 minutes.

The third was the undo-
ing of the team again, how-
ever. The Warriors scored 
twice to force overtime, 
then scored on its lone shot 
in the extra frame.

“I thought the guys gave 
a heck of an effort. We just 
ran out of gas,” said Col-
lins.

With four games remain-

ing in the Greater Ontario 
Junior Hockey League’s 
regular season, the Kings 
need just one more win to 
clinch their longstanding 
grip on top spot in the 
Midwestern Conference. 
They’ll get plenty of chanc-
es to do just that this week-
end, playing three games in 
as many days.

The Kings (33-8-05) are 
in Brantford Saturday night 
to take on the Bandits (6-
35-0-5) before returning 
home for a pair of 2 p.m. 
matinees: Sunday against 
Listowel (22-16-2-4) and a 
holiday Monday rematch 
against Brantford. 

“The guys have put them-
selves in a good position,” 
said Collins of the push for 
the playoffs. “They’ve left 
it (the season) in their own 
control. It’s nice not to have 
to be dependent on what 
others do.”

The shorthanded Kings fell 5-4 in overtime Sunday to the visiting Stratford Warriors. [COLIN MERLIHAN]
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March 16th to
March 20th

PLEASE REGISTER BY MARCH 1, 2020
NO DROP-INS – ALL CAMPERS MUST BE 

REGISTERED PRIOR TO THE START OF CAMP
ONLINE REGISTRATION

Please see website for details.
Payment must accompany registration

March Break 
Camp

Camp Hours:
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Drop Off:
8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Pick-Up:
4:00 p.m. –  4:30 p.m.

Half and Full Day
Camps Available
Full day full week (9–4) - $250 
1/2 day full week (Mornings) - $125

97 Earl Martin Drive, 
Unit #2, Elmira

For More Information:
Call 519.669.2227 or 

Email wgcregistrar@gmail.com
Check Out Our Website at 

www.woolwichgymnastics.com

 

Summer Camp Dates Coming Soon

FAMILY DAY ACTIVITIES  
ON FEBRUARY 17, 2020

Enjoy a free skate at the  
Wellesley Arena 2:30 PM – 3:30 PM,  

1004 Catherine St., Wellesley

Paint a free mug at Maggie’s Mudroom  
12:00 PM – 2:00 PM,  

Unit 2 - 63 Arthur St. S., Elmira
Registration Required at  

maggiesmudroom@gmail.com

Enjoy a free tour of Homer Watson House &  
Gallery and family art activities with  

myself and MPP Amy Fee 
 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM, 1754 Old Mill Rd., Kitchener

,  24 SNYDER AVENUE SOUTH, ELMIRA, ONTARIO

TICKETS AT THE DOOR   |   ADULTS-$10   |   CHILDREN-$5 (5 to 13 years)   |   UNDER 5 NO CHARGE

am
pm6

Young basketball players among group 
fundraising for trip to Hungary,  preparing 
to take part in the International Children’s Games

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

It will be the trip of a life-
time for Elmira’s Megan 
Hume and Conestogo’s 
Caela McLennan, who’ll 
be among 20 athletes from 
the region are travelling to 
Hungary this summer to 
participate in the Interna-
tional Children’s Games in 
Kecskemet as members of 
Team Canada.

The group are basket-
ball players on the U15 KW 
Vipers, with both the boys 
and girls teams attending. 
Six swimmers from the 
ROW Swim Club will also 
be making the trip. 

“I was very, very excit-
ed not only to have this 
opportunity but to have 
this opportunity with my 
teammates and some of 
my closest friends,” said 
McLennan.

“Most of us have been 
playing together for our 
whole basketball careers 
so we have a lot of chem-
istry on and off the court. 
So even though we’ve only 
played seven games this 
year you can basically see 
the chemistry already.”

There will be some-
where around 1,500 par-
ticipants from around the 
world competing from 
June 30 to July 5. This 
is the 54th year of the 
games which first began 
in Slovenia in 1968 and 
was established to bring 
children together to en-
courage peace through 
sport. The Games accepts 
participants from ages 12 

to 15. 
Girls’ basketball reps in-

clude Hume, McLennan, 
Molly Fast (Waterloo), 
Dacia Chin (Waterloo),  
Monika Milicevic (Kitch-
ener), Tash Farquharson 
(Kitchener), Brooke Whit-
by (Cambridge), Sarah 
Bateman (Waterloo).  
Coach Craig McLennan 
(Conestogo) and Coach 
Ryan Hume (Elmira) will 
also be making the trip.

KW Vipers on the boys 
team going include Max-
im Miloje, Grady Walsh, 
Liam Mercer, JJ Izzard, 
Liam Nicholls, Thisath 
Bandaranayake, and 
coach Robby Smith.

“The process was to 
make a letter then to bring 
that letter to a sit-down 
interview. Then we got 
let know that we made it 
into the ICG, before the 
New Year and it was really 
exciting,” said Mercer, on 
how the team made it to 
the tournament.

“They asked us our 
basketball careers, our 
volunteer hours, are we 
comfortable with public 
speaking. They asked us 
our availability to be on 
the team. “

Swimmers attending 
include Yashvardhan 
Bhargava, Adelina Nguy-
en, Ibrahim Akgol, coach 
Matthew Pedersen, Pay-
ton Felder, Kaitlyn Kuiper, 
and Samantha Berton. 

Each participant is 
doing their part to fund-
raise – Mercer said that 
the boys team overall had 
raised some $12,000 at 

this point, and McLennan 
said that she had raised at 
least $1,000 alone. 

“I feel like it would be a 
great experience to get to 
know the culture and ex-
perience different ways of 
life as well as to play bas-
ketball and see how it’s 
connected and how we all 
share the same love of the 
sport,” said McLennan.

Players have been 
sending letters to corpo-
rate businesses, such as 
Economic Insurance, to 
help with the fundraising. 
There are also several 
events planned to raise 
money for the trip. 

“I don’t think any of 
us have been outside of 
North America, I think 
it would be an amazing 
opportunity to go to Eu-
rope,” added Mercer. “It’s 
a competition all about 
peace and friendship.”

Previous efforts include 
a bottle drive fundraiser 
on February 1 to collect 
any empty beer, wine and 
liquor bottles. There was a 
delegation meeting at St. 
Louis Bar & Grill in Kitch-
ener, where the restaurant 
donated 10 per cent of the 
sales to the cause. 

The group will look at 
plenty of other fundrais-
ing opportunities before 
they depart for Hungary 
in June.  Anyone wishing 
to donate can contact Kim 
Chapman at kchapman.
rmt@gmail.com, Paula 
Raymond at paula_ray-
mond@rogers.com and 
Sarah Hume at sarah-
jhume@hotmail.com. 

We’d love to share them in the next 
sports section.    Submit them online.

GET IT IN THEGOT SCORES?

ads.observerxtra.com/scores
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Tinder Tales presents A “Not-So-Valentine’s” 
show in support of the Heart & Stroke Foundation 
tomorrow (Friday) at the Registry Theatre in 
Kitchener. Tinder Tales has comedians sharing 
their own real dating stories, as seen at Just For 
Laughs. The show will feature some of the GTA’s 
best comedians, headlined by Daniel Woodrow. 

www.registrytheatre.com

Inspired by the rich and profound work of Montre-
al-based poet, artist and songwriter Leonard Cohen, 
Ballet Jazz Montreal’s Dance Me combines scenic, 
visual, musical, dramaturgical and choreographic writ-
ing to pay tribute to the city’s greatest ambassador. The 
show is on stage at the Centre In The Square Feb. 19. 

www.centreinthesquare.com

MY FUNNY VALENTINE DANCING COHEN

103 Ontario St. S., Kitchener • 519-745-4053 • Monday to Friday 10:30 - 6 • Saturday 11-4 • www.jamiesonsbilliards.com

Since 1929
Family Owned and Operated

Pool Tables

Foosball
Tables Made in Canada

by Canada Billiards

Dart Board
Cabinets

with
Scoreboard

See us for Outdoor
Ping Pong Tables

BILLIARDS
If you have a love for billiards and an appreciation for great billiard tables, 
or if you are a fan of any indoor games, then you owe it to yourself to visit

Jamieson’s Billiard Sales & Service.

• Pool Table Sales, Service,
Supplies and Accessories

• Recovering and Refurbishing

• Billiard Table Lights
• WE DELIVER!

FREE PARKING AT THE DOOR!

See us for:

Darts
Dart Boards

and Accessories

Laura Hunter, Dian Borek, William Brezden, Shari Roberts, Kevin Foard and Zoe Dunbar are the cast members of the Elora Community Theatre production of Mom’s Gift. [DAN DUNLOP]

Daughter is guided by her departed mother in the dramedy that is Mom’s Gift, the ECT production that opens this weekend

Family has a ghost of a chance at reconciliation
BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

That “you can never go 
home again” may not be 
literally true, as witnessed 
not only by an estranged 
daughter’s return, but 
also an appearance by 
her mother, dead these 11 
months.

The Clarence-like at-
tempt for the dearly de-
parted to earn her wings 
propels the dramedy that 
is Mom’s Gift, the Elora 
Community Theatre pro-
duction that opens this 
weekend at the Fergus 
Grand Theatre.

Billed as “a comedy with 
a heart,” what better open-
ing date than February 14? 
posits show producer Deb 
Stanton.

“The director, Stan Jen-
sen, submitted the show, 
the selection committee 
thought this would make a 
great mid-winter play: it's 
a comedy with a heart, we 
call it, when it opens on 
Valentine's Day, right?”

Written by Phil Olson, 
and the recipient of nu-
merous awards, the play 
tells the story of 30-some-
thing Kat, who has avoided 
her father ever since he 
was behind the wheel 
when a drunk driver hit 
his car in a collision that 
ultimately claimed her 
mother’s life. Worse still, 
the MIT-grad, who works 
in the developing world 
as a water-purification ex-
pert, wasn’t around when 
dad opted to take mom off 
of life-support.

On returning home for 
her dad’s 60th birthday un-
der a court-ordered anger 
management plan, the re-
sult of a post-funeral inci-

dent with police 11 months 
earlier, Kat is greeted by 
the ghost of her mother. 
Mom, only visible to Kat, 
is on a mission that’s not 
quite clear, but probably 
has something to do with 
reconciliation. 

That mix makes for both 
fine comedy and some 
touching moments, Stan-
ton notes.

“There's a lot of humour 
in it, and then in the last 
sort of half hour of the 
show, it has a bit of a twist 
that leaves you with happy 

tears, put it that way,” she 
said.

The particulars may 
vary, but the kind of family 
issues are universal, ones 
to which everyone can re-
late, Stanton added.

“Between the family dy-
namics and, as I said, the 
ending, it just makes you 
stop and think about your 
own family – life is short.”

Originally set in Min-
nesota, the location has 
been moved to Fergus for 
this production, allowing 
for a few local references 

to make their way into the 
play. But it remains the 
same ideal community 
theatre story, said Stanton.

Along with the smart 
and smart-assy Kat (played 
by Laura Hunter), the 
caring mom (Dian Borek) 
and reserved by nice dad 
(William Brezden), we’re 
introduced to Kat’s young-
er sister, the ditzy Brittney 
(Zoe Dunbar); Kevin (Kevin 
Foard), the good-looking, 
successful former high 
school love interest; and 
Trish (Shari Roberts), the 

caregiver who tended to 
mom in her final days.

“It’s a great cast, and 
everyone is having fun ... 
with this story.”

Mom's Gift was first 
produced at the Lonny 
Chapman Group Repertory 
Theatre in Los Angeles, 
California, in December, 
2013, winning the World 
Series of Screenwriting – 
Stage Play Competition 
and the McLaren Memo-
rial Comedy Playwriting 
Competition for that year. 
It’s gone on to dozens of 

productions, a favourite 
of community and dinner 
theatre.

The Elora Community 
Theatre production of 
Mom’s Gift runs Febru-
ary 14-16 and February 
21-23 at the Fergus Grand 
Theatre. Show time is 8 
p.m., with a Saturday and 
Sunday matinee at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are available from 
the theatre box office, 244 
St. Andrew St. W., Fergus, 
by calling (519) 787-1981 
or online at www.fergus-
grandtheatre.ca.

ON STAGE



CREATIVE ARTS  | 13THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2020 |  THE OBSERVER 

Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) may modify, extend or terminate offers for any reason, in whole or in part, at any time, without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. Void where prohibited. See Dealer for full program details. Credits vary by model. Dealer 
may sell for less. Factory order may be required. Chargeable paint costs may vary depending on the vehicle/colour. These offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Credits vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Factory order may be required. * To qualify for the Costco Member 
Pricing, you must be a Canadian resident holding a valid driver’s license, have been a Costco member since January 2, 2020, or earlier and must: (1) Register with Costco to receive your non-transferable Authorization Number; (2) Present the Authorization Number to a participating dealer; (3) Retail purchase, finance or lease an eligible new or 
demonstrator in-stock 2020 GMC: Terrain, Acadia, Yukon, Yukon XL; delivered from January 3, 2020, to March 31, 2020. In addition, to receive a $500 Costco Shop Card by email, submit a redemption form to Costco within thirty (30) days of vehicle delivery and complete a Costco member satisfaction survey. Please allow three weeks for Costco 
Shop Card delivery, pending completion of all eligibility requirements; including redemption form submission, purchase verification and survey completion. Costco Shop Cards will be emailed to the email address provided to Costco at the time of registration. The purchase or lease of a vehicle does not qualify for the calculation of the Costco 
Executive Membership 2% Reward. Offer may not be redeemed for cash. Conditions and limitations apply to this limited time offer. For full program details and for any applicable exclusions see a participating dealer or costcoauto.ca/GM. For Costco Shop Card terms and conditions, visit Costco.ca and search “Shop Card”. Tax, title, registration 
and license fees, personal property registration fees, and additional products and services are not included in the Costco Member Pricing. Offer is valid at participating authorized GM Canada dealers. Offer not available in the U.S. or Mexico. Offer is subject to change without notice. Void where prohibited. Costco and its affiliates do not sell 
automobiles nor negotiate individual transactions. ®: Registered trademark of Price Costco International, Inc. used under license. ^ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between February 1, 2020 to March 2, 2020.  Lease based on suggested retail price of $56,475, towards the lease of an 
eligible 2020 Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Elevation Edition. Bi-weekly payment is $198 for 24 months at 1.9% lease rate (1.9% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $99 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are 
for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $3,500 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $13,744. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by 
dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $42,468. ∑ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between February 1, 2020 to March 2, 2020.  Lease based on suggested retail price of $34,288, towards the lease of an eligible 2020 Terrain SLE FWD Elevation. Bi-weekly 
payment is $192 for 48 months at 1% lease rate (1% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $96 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, 
$0.16 per excess kilometer. $0 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $19,847. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $15,430. 
Ω $750 AutoShow bonus (manufacturer-to-consumer, tax inclusive) available to retail customers residing in Ontario towards the purchase or lease of a new in-stock: 2020 GMC Terrain, delivered to a participating Ontario dealer from Feb 1. to March 2, 2020. $750 AutoShow bonus credit is applied after tax is applied to the purchase price of the 
vehicle (resulting in a $664 reduction from the purchase price and a $86 reduction in taxes which have otherwise been payable on the full purchase price). One AutoShow bonus per person per vehicle. Offer may not be combined with certain other incentives nor redeemed for cash. Limitations apply. Void where prohibited. See dealer for details. 
GM Canada may amend or terminate this offer at any time without notice. ◊ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada on select vehicles purchased and delivered from February 1, 2020 to March 2, 2020. 0% purchase financing (0% APR) offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 84 
months on eligible new 2019 Acadia Denali models. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $52,795 financed at 0% nominal 
rate (0% APR) equals $629 monthly for 84 months. The offer includes $650 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive) and $1,750 finance cash (tax exclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $52,795. Freight ($1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100, if applicable) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes 
and, except in Quebec, dealer fees not included (all of which may vary by dealer and region). Credits vary by model. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) may modify, extend or terminate offers for any reason, in whole or 
in part, at any time, without notice. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TD Auto Finance is a registered trademark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. ∑ To qualify for the $500 Costco Shop Card, you must be a Canadian resident holding a valid driver’s 
license, have been a Costco member since January 2, 2020, or earlier and must: (1) Register with Costco to receive your non-transferable Authorization Number; (2) Present the Authorization Number to a participating dealer; (3) Retail purchase or finance an eligible new or demonstrator in-stock 2019 GMC: Acadia delivered from January 3, 
2020, to March 2, 2020. In addition, to receive a $500 Costco Shop Card by email, submit a redemption form to Costco within thirty (30) days of vehicle delivery and complete a Costco member satisfaction survey. Please allow three weeks for Costco Shop Card delivery, pending completion of all eligibility requirements; including redemption form 
submission, purchase verification and survey completion. Costco Shop Cards will be emailed to the email address provided to Costco at the time of registration. The purchase or lease of a vehicle does not qualify for the calculation of the Costco Executive Membership 2% Reward. Offer may not be redeemed for cash. Conditions and limitations 
apply to this limited time offer. For full program details and for any applicable exclusions see a participating dealer or costcoauto.ca/GM. For Costco Shop Card terms and conditions, visit Costco.ca and search “Shop Card”. Offer is valid at participating authorized GM Canada dealers. Offer not available in the U.S. or Mexico. Offer is subject to 
change without notice. Void where prohibited. Costco and its affiliates do not sell automobiles nor negotiate individual transactions. ®: Registered trademark of Price Costco International, Inc. used under license. × Whichever comes first. Limit of four complimentary Lube-Oil-Filter services in total. Fluid top-offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel 
alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. See the Warranty Booklet or your dealer for details. ∞ Whichever comes first. See your dealer. Δ Visit onstar.ca for vehicle availability, coverage maps, details and system limitations. Services and connectivity vary by model and conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. 4G LTE 
service available in select markets. Requires active connected vehicle services and a data plan to access the vehicle’s built-in Wi-Fi hotspot. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Credit card is required for purchase. 

FIND YOURS TODAY AT GMCOFFERS.CA

COMPLIMENTARY 2-YEAR/ 
48,000 KM LUBE-OIL-FILTER 
MAINTENANCE ON 2019 MODELS×

5-YEAR / 100,000 KM POWERTRAIN 
COMPONENT WARRANT Y COVERAGE 
ON 2019 MODELS∞

GMC PRO GRADE 
PROTECTION:

AVAILABLE BUILT-IN 4G LTE
WI-FI® HOTSPOT
(DATA PLAN REQUIRED)∆

BOLD FEATURES INCREDIBLE VALUE:

• 19” GLOSS BLACK ALUMINUM WHEELS
• BLACK EXTERIOR ACCENTS
• GMC PRO SAFETY TECHNOLOGIES†:

– AUTOMATIC EMERGENCY BRAKE
– FORWARD COLLISION ALERT
–  LANE KEEP ASSIST WITH LANE 

DEPARTURE WARNING

FINAL CLEAROUT

2020 TERRAIN SLE FWD ELEVATION

+ ELIGIBLE COSTCO MEMBERS RECEIVE

COSTCO
MEMBER
PRICING

500+
COSTCO SHOP CARD*

LEASE FOR $192 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE

$96 1%
AT WITH

WEEKLY FOR 48 MONTHS

$0
DOWN PAYMENT ∑

*AUTOSHOW ATTENDANCE
NOT REQUIRED

ENDS MARCH 2ND

AUTOSHOW
BONUS

750$
ADDITIONAL

2019 ACADIA DENALI

0% 84
FINANCING

FOR 
UP TO

$2,400
TOTAL VALUE◊

+ ¥

+MONTHS

2020 
SIERRA 1500 

CREW CAB ELEVATION

$99 1.9%1.9AT

LEASE FOR $198 
BI-WEEKLY,
THAT’S LIKE FOR 24 MONTHS

WITH $3,500 
DOWN PAYMENT^

WEEKLY
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-residential

 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
www.observerxtra.com/media-kit

39th ANNUAL HEIFER SALE
(A SALE OF THE ONTARIO MENNONITE RELIEF SALE INC.)

To be held at CARSON AUCTION FACILITIES, LISTOWEL, ON. 
(Approximately 100 or more heifers sell) 

 Friday, February 21, 2020 at 11:00 a.m.
A FEW HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

Brenland Army Becky, a June ‘19 daughter 
from the “Barbie” family out of Walnutlawn 
Doorman Breanna “ (VG-88)”. Breanna 
has a 3 yr. record of 365d 15709 511 3.3 489 
3.1 BCA 296 262 288.  She is a full sister to 
Walnutlawn Blake VG (USA) at St.Jacobs 
ABC & has “Classic” sons at Semex & 
St.Jacobs ABC.

ALSO SELLING: Fradon Jordy Trudy RDC a Mar. ’19 daughter out of Del-Hollow Gl dwn 
Trudy Ex-94-5E-4*, next 4 direct dams are Ex-91-2*, Ex-92-2E-1*, Ex-92-2E-2*, Ex-94-3E.
Silverridge Porter Linda, a 5th generation Mar. ’19 daughter of Lylehaven Lila Z Ex-94-24*  
Dams BCA 347 345 375.
SEMEN
10 units Tampa, Rocket, Sidekick, Thor & Doorman
5 units Fever, Victor, Denver, Big Kabone, Chariot, Rumble 
12 units Crushabull – 6 sexed.

CARVINGS, Etc
• Carved Holstein Cow
• Crokinole Board

NOTE - All money raised at the Heifer Sale is forwarded to Mennonite Central  Committee  
(www.mcco.ca) for relief work around the world.  Cash donations payable to Ontario Mennonite Relief 
Sale Inc. are also accepted.  
TERMS: Cash or cheques day of sale.

Listowel  •  Elmira  •  Mildmay

Ad sponsored by: 

AUCTIONHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

FARM SERVICES

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

Listowel  •  Elmira  •  Mildmay

Exciting New Career Opportunity
SERVICE MANAGER  

Are you looking for a new and exciting 
career in Agriculture? Stoltz Sales & 
Service is looking for an individual that is 
ready to lead our busy and progressive 
service department. We need a person 
that has excellent communication, organi-
zational, multi tasking and technical skills. 
Agricultural experience is an asset.   

Please apply to rjewitt@stoltzsales.com 
or in person to Robson at Stoltz Sales 
and Service, 6805 Line 86 west, Elmira.

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Custom Maple
Syrup Boiling

John M. Martin 
7224 BLIND LINE

RR 4, Elmira N3B 2Z3

Or buy your sap • Write or contact me

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME HELP 
WANTED. EXPERI-
enced farm helper need-
ed, to maintain small 
orchard starting April 
2020. Farm in Milton, one 
hour from Elmira. Paid 
each day in cash, $400.00 
per day. 3 bedroom house 
available. Telephone No. 
905-876-2606, fax no. 
905-819-8379.

FOR SALE

COUNTRY LANE FAB-
RICS SPRING SALE 
February 10 - 22. 10% dis-
count on all fabrics, quilt 
batts, table flex, hosiery, 
gloves, boxed cards and 
rubber stamps. Clearouts 
at half price. 519-664-
0701.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed bag. 
Sacrifice $195. Delivery 
available $35. 519-635-
8737.

TWO WOODEN BEDS, 
48" WIDE, REFINISHED, 
one pine, one maple. $75 
each or two for $100. 
Call 519-886-2818.

AUCTIONS

SAT. FEB 15 AT 10:00 
AM - CLEARING AUC-
tion sale of tractors; 
machinery; tools; and 
miscellaneous items; 
at 5307 Perth Rd 107 
Milverton. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

MONDAY FEB 17 AT 
11:00 AM -TOY AUC-
tion of approx 350 toys 
including farm; precision; 
cars; First Gear; banks 
and much more at the 
St. Jacobs community 
centre in St. Jacobs (29 
Parkside Dr.). Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM 
EQUIPMENT

LIQUID FERTILIZER KIT 
FOR JD/KINZE 6 ROW 
planter. Tanks, mounts, 
pump and plumbing. 
$1200 OBO. 226-791-
0162.

FARM  
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20 & 40kg's, Ice melt 
comes in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

BUYING ALL OLD 
POCKET AND WRIST 
watches Illinois, Hamil-
ton, Omega, Rolex, Bret-
ling, Tudor etc. Silver & 
gold coins, early paper 
money, rock records, 

gold jewellery, diamonds, 
clocks, cash waiting. Call 
Terry at 519-242-6900 or 
email gallamore@gold-
en.net Fair, honest prices.

AUTOMOTIVE

FOR SALE: 2009 FORD-
350 9-PASSENGER BUS 
in good condition. 
Equipped with a wheel-
chair lift and air condi-
tioning. Only 126,000 km. 
Asking $7,500 or best 
offer. Call 226-384-9182.

RENTALS

WANTED - FRIENDLY 
FAMILY LOOKING FOR 
Elmira house rental. 3+ 
bdrm, 1.5+ bath. Yard 
space, kitchen applianc-
es, washer/dryer in unit. 
Call Joel 905-379-8716.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-
7539 or email ron.
spncr@gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

CHORAL MUSIC - DO 
YOU ENJOY CHORAL 
music, sacred tradition-
al and contemporary 
Praise and Worship? I 
am looking to start a 
community, faith based 
choir to perform in 
churches across our 
region. Our first work 
would be Eyes of Faith, 
a movingly dramatic 
story of Christ's death 
and resurrection, cre-

ated by Steve Moore 
and David T Clydes-
dale, arranged and 
orchestrated by David T 
Clydesdale. Through the 
eyes of Simeon, Judas, 
Mary Magdalene and 
Peter, we see how their 
lives were affected and 
changed by Jesus, and 
realize that Jesus is still 
affecting and changing 
lives today! Eyes of 
Faith combines filmed 
characters on DVD with 
a live narrator, choir and 
soloists. Presentations 
would be April 10-12. 
Interested? For more 
information please 
contact Paul Saunders 
at 519-716-7411, I am 
a resident of Wellesley 
and am anxious to get 
started with weekly 
rehearsals, I have the 

materials! 

GARAGE SALES

MOVING SALE! INDOOR 
HEATED GARAGE 
Sale. Wall Unit, Bedroom 
suite, Desk, Kitchenware, 
collector plates, 4 winter 
tires and so much more. 
167 Water St. St. Jacobs 
Saturday February 22nd 
8am-4pm.
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Part Time Fire Extinguisher Technician
($18.00 to $22.00/hour, depending on experience)

All Protect Systems Inc., a leading fire alarm and life 
safety service company is looking for a person to service 

fire extinguishers and assist as a technician helper. 
Successful candidate will also work alongside one of our 

technicians in the field as necessary. Candidate would 
be available to work minimum two days/week, no 
weekend work. Willing to train the right candidate. 

 Please reply with resume to
employment@allprotect.ca or call 519-747-2533 
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

We Support Our Community

$25 donation
to Woolwich

Community Services
with equipment

purchase Call us for details

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE
SHARPENING

While You Wait

Stay Sharp This Winter!
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

6. Other Housekeeping Parking Changes;
7. Housekeeping Dwelling Conversion Regulations;
8. Hairdresser / Personal Grooming as a Home Occupation;
9. Accessory Building Coverage and Non-Domestic Pets;
10. Prohibited Obstruction and Corner Lot Obstruction;
11. Short Term Rentals;
12. Recognize Existing Lots on High and George Streets, Elmira;
13. Clarify the Building Line Setback;
14. Minimum Landscaped Area in the Front Yard; and
15. Definitions.

MORE INFORMATION
The proposed amendments can be viewed or obtained as follows:

• View / print the information from the Township webpage at www.woolwich.ca.  Select Ongoing Planning 
Items / General Amendment to Comprehensive Zoning By-law 55-86, as Amended and select List of 
Proposed Amendments to By-law 55-86, as Amended;

• Email planning@woolwich.ca to request a copy by email;
• Phone Development Services staff at 519-669-6040 to request a copy by mail,
• Visit the Development Services department at the Township Administration building located at 24 

Church Street West, Elmira weekdays between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm to obtain a copy; or
• Obtain a copy of the Information Report at the Public Meeting as previously noted.

APPEAL RIGHTS
TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decision of the 
Township of Woolwich to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal but the person or public body does not make oral 
submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the by-law 
is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision.

AND TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting, or 
make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the by-law is passed, the person or public body 
may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal unless, in 
the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

NOTIFICATION
If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments about the proposed change in 
writing to the Township of Woolwich.  Any comments received on or before March 3, 2020 (Note that this date 
is before the public meeting) will be included in a report prepared by Development Services and presented at 
the Public Meeting.  Any comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision 
on the applications, will also be considered but will not be included in the Information Report available at 
the Public Meeting.

The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the authority of the 
Planning Act and may form part of the public record which may be released to the public.  This information 
is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public at 
the Committee of the Whole and Council meetings.  Please note that while the Committee of the Whole 
and Council may redact some personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers, your 
submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.  Questions about this collection should be 
directed to the Records and Freedom of Information Officer at 519-669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.

Should you wish to be notified of future meetings and reports regarding this application, please:

• submit a written request, noting that you wish to be kept informed, to the Township of Woolwich, 
Development Services, 24 Church Street West, Box 158, Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z6, or

• email your request noting that you wish to be kept informed to planning@woolwich.ca ; or
• register your name and address on the signup sheet available at the Public Meeting.

SPEAKING AT THE PUBLIC MEETING
The public is invited to speak to this proposal as part of the public meeting. However, if you would like 
to speak at the March 10th public meeting, please register as a delegation in advance of the meeting by 
contacting the Township’s Clerk office, on or before 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 5th as follows:

• Contact Sarah Goldrup by phone 519-669-6004, 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6004, or by email at sgoldrup@
woolwich.ca

• Or visit www.woolwich.ca/delegations for more information on speaking before Council and to register 
through the online delegation request form

Unregistered delegations will also be invited to speak at the March 10th meeting but will be limited to five 
minutes. 

Questions or written submissions may be directed to:

Jeremy Vink, Manager of Planning 
Email – jvink@woolwich.ca  
Phone – 519-669-6038 / 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6038
Township of Woolwich, Development Services Department 
Box 158, 24 Church Street West, Elmira, Ontario  N3B 2Z6

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 13th day of February 2020.

TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH MUNICIPAL CLASS 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Structure 400172 - Greenhouse Road
NOTICE OF STUDY COMMENCEMENT 

The Township of Woolwich, through their consultant GM BluePlan Engineering Limited, is undertaking 
a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) to study the structural and physical deficiencies 
associated with Structure 400172 on Greenhouse Road.  The purpose of the study is to determine the 
need and short and long term plan for the crossing.

Several alternatives will be considered for the bridge as part of the study. Preliminary alternatives for 
the bridge include closure, removal and replacement.

The project is being planned as a Schedule ‘B’ Project in accordance with the “Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment” (Municipal Engineers Association, October 2000, as amended in 2007, 
2011 and 2015).  The Class EA process includes public and agency consultation, an evaluation of 
alternatives, an assessment of potential environmental effects of the proposed work and identification 
of reasonable measures to mitigate any potential adverse impacts.

An integral component of this study will be consultation 
with directly affected stakeholders, agencies and the 
general public.

In the spring of 2020, a Public Consultation Centre 
will be held to present the project details and to collect 
community feedback. The meeting date and details will 
be advertised in the Woolwich Observer and on www.
woolwich.ca. Meeting notices will also be circulated to 
neighbouring residences and businesses.

Public input and comments are encouraged.  If you 
have any questions or comments about this study, or 
would like to be contacted about future public events 
associated with this study, please contact:

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, please note all comments will become part 
of the public record.

This Notice first issued January 31, 2020. 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

Township Council Chambers 
24 Church Street West, Elmira

Take Notice that in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, the Township of Woolwich 
will hold a Public Meeting, under Section 34 of the Planning Act, to consider general amendments and one 
site specific amendment (No. 12) to the Township of Woolwich Comprehensive Zoning By-law 55-86, as 
amended.  No decisions will be made at this meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information and to 
receive comments from the public and agencies.

A list of the proposed amendments are noted below.  An information report will be available at the Public 
Meeting to provide a brief summary of the proposed changes and will include a copy of the proposed 
amendments.  As the general amendments will apply to all lands within the municipal boundary of the 
Township of Woolwich a location map is not included, except for proposed Amendment No. 12 which affects 
only certain properties in Elmira (see Map 1).  Please be advised that Notice of the Public Meeting does not 
indicate whether the Township is in support of, or in opposition to the proposal.  That determination will be 
made at a later date.

List of Proposed Amendments to Comprehensive Zoning By-law 55-86, as amended:

1. Accessory Dwelling Units;
2. General Driveway Provisions for all Zones;
3. Air Conditioning Units and Other Obstructions;
4. Group Home Separation Distances;
5. Accessible Parking Regulations;

Darryl Schwartzentruber, C. Tech.
Township Project Manager
Township of Woolwich
24 Church Street West, P.O. Box 158,
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
Tel: 519-669-1647 ext. 6047
E-mail: dschwartzentruber@woolwich.ca

Matt Scott, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
GM BluePlan Engineering Limited
650 Woodlawn Road West, Block C, Unit 2
Guelph, ON  N1K 1B8
Tel:  519-824-8150 
Email: matt.scott@gmblueplan.ca
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SUBJECT PROPERTIES
Amendment No. 12
as outlined

MAP 1 Elmira

KISSING BRIDGE TRAIL
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•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

7A-180 Northfield Drive, W., Waterloo, Ontario  N2L 0C7

Follow me on Instagram @soldbyroes
moniqueroes@royallepage.ca519.747.2040 

$589,900 BEAUTIFUL RUSTIC RAISED
BUNGALOW ON 1/2 ACRE LOT! 
Country living within a great community! 
Only 8 minutes from Listowel. Open 
concept main floor with original hardwood 
flooring, bright and spacious oak kitchen 
w/breakfast bar & ample natural lighting. 

Gorgeous wood panel cathedral ceiling truly gives a country rustic look 
that you will LOVE!  5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, finished basement with 
wood burning stove. Looking to build a shop? A large 26' x 38' concrete 
foundation was poured and waiting to be finished! 

NEW LISTING!

OPEN HOUSESATURDAY February 15, 10AM–12PM
263 VICTORIA STREET, TROWBRIDGE  

$399,900 Stunning 1928 sf townhome. 
Spacious foyer w/porcelain tile, 10' 
ceilings, hardwood floors, sunken living 
room, & eat in newly renovated kitchen 
w/breakfast bar, backsplash & SS 
appliances, updated 2 piece bathroom. 
Second floor offers 9' ceilings, original 
hardwood flooring & some laminate, 

newly renovated 4 piece bathroom.  Windows/2017, furnace/2017, 
central air/2018. Insulated single detached car garage offers hydro.  
Lot size is 32.5 x 330 A MUST see!

SOLD

ROOM FOR EXTENDED FAMILY 
It’s the quiet country life you’ve 
dreamed of, 15 minutes from KW.  
Over half an acre lot including an 
inground pool and lots of space for 
all your toys in the 3 car garage.  
This expansive home enjoys 
4bdrm and 4 baths and plenty of 
space for an inlaw suite.  

Melanie
Beisel

SALES REPRESENTATIVE519-590-0835 • mbeisel@royallepage.ca 

$825,000

OPEN HOUSE | SATURDAY, FEB. 15TH  24 PM
5080 AMENT LINE, LINWOOD     

NEW PRICE!

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

 $2,250,000 | 3rd Concession (Lebanon) 
Farm 3rd Concession. Quality land only 15 months from organic certification. 
Farm is fully fenced.  2 Weather All outbuildings. 17 acres bush. Beautiful custom 
built home (ICF) construction, open concept. finished basement, 3+1 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths, Numerous features.  MLS  Call Dale Direct

$439,000  |  Drayton   
This large brick Grand home has many potential uses.. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
FOUR sunrooms, attached garage with a work room out back, high ceilings, 
natural woodwork, a key hole stained glass window and a huge lot with 
possibilities. A great family home, or B&B. MLS Call Dale Direct 

$996,000  |  Near Drayton   
I.3 acre beautifully landscaped Cape Cod home with a grannie flat/1bedroom 
apt. 3+1 bedrooms, 4 baths, 20 x 38 hobby shop, large garden shed pool, on a 
paved road. The rooms are spacious, great room w fp and soating ceiling, open 
concept kitchen and dining.  Totally finished basement. MLS Call Dale.

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

Prime commercial space available 
for lease in downtown Elmira on 
Arthur St. S. 1,105 sq. ft. Ideal for 
office or medical related businesses. 
2-piece washroom. Front & rear ac-
cess. Available immediately. $13.00/
sq. ft.  Exclusive.

83 B ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

Backing onto present farmland, updat-
ed bungalow is sure to impress! Maple 
kitchen w/island. Gas fireplace in L.R.  
Main flr office, master bdrm with cheat-
er ensuite and walk-in closets. 2 other 
bdrms on main flr.  Large rec room w/
gas fireplace, 4thbdrm and bathroom. 
Covered porch overlooking rear yard. Tri-
ple garage and huge concrete yard with 
ample parking area.  MLS 

7223 LINE 86, WALLENSTEIN

$749,900

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING OPEN HOUSE Sat Feb 15th 1 pm-3 pm
140 Killdeer Road, Elmira

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Elmira This bright 3 bedrm, 2 bathrm home is finished from top to bottom. Welcoming you 
into the house is the spacious front foyer, the functional layout offers an open concept 
living space, with large windows and separate dining room. The second floor offers a large 
master bedroom with luxurious ensuite, with stand in shower & soaker jet tub. The 2 
additional bedrms are well-appointed, with easy access to the 4 pc bathroom, and upper 
floor laundry room. The finished basement has a well laid out recreation room with a 2 pc 
bathrm. If that is not enough, then walk out onto your 2 tiered deck, and enjoy the trees & 
walking trails your new home backs onto. Appliances included, roof shingles 2019. $655,000$655,000

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Listowel This all brick bungalow has a lot to offer! The recently updated kitchen has solid 
cherry cabinetry with granite counters including a breakfast bar. Attached to the kitchen is 
a cozy den, which can also be used as a dinette to create an eat in kitchen as well as a 
separate dining room for all of your guests to gather. Enjoy good sized bedrooms and 
bright newer windows on the main floor. The finished rec room has a gas fireplace as well 
as a wet bar creating the perfect space for gathering. Families will love the fully fenced 
back yard with a 20x10 deck and hot tub! With loads of parking and nice finishes, this 
house just might be perfect for you! Book your showing today. MLS 30784728 $389,000$389,000

SOLD

100% LOCAL NEWS
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315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
FEN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126  |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

The Next Elmira Clinic:  
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, February 21st
2:30 - 7:30 pm 

Your 
donation
matters.
It matters to every patient 
across Canada. Because 
it’s something we can do 
today to help others wake 
up healthier tomorrow.

ads.observerxtra.com/travellers

GET IT IN THEOn vacation, take a photo of you and your 
group holding a copy of the Observer.
We’d love to put it in the paper! 

Travelling this spring?Travelling this spring?
Take us with you!
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

On February 5th, 2020, we lost our 
beloved Judy Pommer after a long,  

hard fight with cancer.
Judy was a strong and loving daughter, sister, 
wife, aunt, mother and friend.
She leaves behind her husband Matt, daugh-
ter Jessica, and son Jordan (Shyelle and 
expectant twins).
The family would like to thank her wonderful 
care team: Jonas, Amanda, Nairne, Shannon, 
Cathy, Melanie, Aaron, April, Brittany and 
Elaine.

We would also like to give our appreciation to her family, friends and 
community for their generous support during her tough journey.
In lieu of flowers, donations to the Red Cross, KBRH Health foun-
dation, Canada Cancer Society, and local Hospice Society would be 
greatly appreciated.

A celebration of life will be held in the spring.

FOERSTER, MARIE 
(DIEBOLD)

In loving memory of a dear mother,
grandmother, great grandmother

Five long years have came and went
Without you here, there leaves a dent.

We watched  you suffer and bear the pain
Hoping you never endure that again. 
So rest in peace, and take good care 

Til we meet again, over there.

April 2, 1941 - February 19, 2015

Always remembered, but sadly missed
Marg Steffler and her family 

Happy 
100th 

birthday 
Marcella 
Furlong!

With love & gratitude 
from your family

Chelsey & Cody’s
Stag and doe 

Saturday March 7, 2020
Elmira Lions Hall 40 S. St. W. Elmira, On N3B 1K8

$10 • 8:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m. • Music, prizes 

Kent and Carolyn Martin are happy to announce 
the engagement of our son Cody to Chelsey Ward. 
Please come out and help us celebrate at their 

Stag and Doe!

Thanks for your support

Happy 50th 
Wedding Anniversary 

Join us for an open house 
February 23, 3-5 p.m. 

at Horst Systems, 290 Union St. Elmira. 

Amsey and Eileen Metzger

Best Wishes only please

ANNIVERSARY

STAG AND DOE

BIRTHDAY

OBITUARY

THANK YOU

OBITUARY DEATH NOTICES

IN MEMORIAM OBITUARY

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Irvine, Margaret
Passed away peacefully on Sunday, 
February 9, 2020, at Lisaard House, 
Cambridge, at the age of 85. Margaret, 
of Elmira, was the beloved “wee 
wife” for over 58 years of the late 
Bill Irvine (2019). Cherished mother 
of Bob Irvine and Leanne Stapley 
of Waterloo. Lovingly remembered 
by her nieces, nephews and their 
families. Predeceased by her parents 
Robert and Margaret Morgan, siblings 
Jeanette, Roberta, Robin and David. 
At Margaret’s request, cremation 
has taken place and there will be no 
funeral home visitation or service. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations to 
Lisaard House would be appreciated.
Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Vandenbroucke, Marion (Forbes)
Marion, age 74, passed away peace-
fully with her family by her side on 
Tuesday, February 4, 2020 at Manatee 
Memorial Hospital in Bradenton, 
Florida. She was born January 21, 1946 
in Galt, Ontario to David and Evelyn 
(Trott) Forbes. She is survived by her 
loving husband of 50 years, Ronald, 
son Eric (Natasha) Vandenbroucke, 
grand guppies Sophie and Bryce 
Vandenbroucke, daughter Kate (Jeff) 
Ofield and granddaughter Mackenzie 
Ofield. She was a beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother, dog mom to Sally, 
community volunteer and friend who 
loved to chat and spend time with 
her friends. She had many talents, 
but it was her time as an elementary 
school teacher that she most enjoyed, 
teaching and interacting with young 
people. Marion’s happy place was in 
Florida with her Florida family and 
friends and on their weekly drives 
along the beach in search of pelicans. 
She taught us all that wherever you 
are, it is your friends who make 
your world. The family would like 
to express a special thanks to the 
compassionate nurses and staff at 
Lakewood Ranch Medical Center 
and at Manatee Memorial Hospital 
in Florida. Memorial visitation will 
be held next Friday, February 21, 
2020 from 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. at 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. A memorial service will 
take place next Saturday, February 22, 
2020 at 10:30 a.m. at Gale Presbyterian 
Church, 10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. 
If desired, donations to the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation of Canada or to 
your local Humane Society would be 
appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Are you
planning

something
special?

Get the
word 
out!

FAMILY ALBUM ANNOUNCEMENTS!

SMALL ADS, BIG IMPACT.
THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIED ADS

MARTIN, SIDNEY 
H. - Passed away 
peacefully at his 
home, RR 1, Elmira, 
on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 4, 2020, at the 
age of 85.

ROPP, JOSEPH 
"JOE" - Of Drayton, 
formerly of Elmira, 
passed away peace-
fully at the Cares-
sant Care Nursing 
Home, Harriston on 

Sunday, February 
9, 2020 in his 87th 
year.

WAGLER, TIMOTHY 
- 1978 - 2020 
Passed away sud-
denly as a result of 
a farm accident on 
Saturday, February 
8, 2020. Tim Wagler 
of RR#1 Milverton in 
his 43rd year.

Thank you
Sherry, Erika, & John, Chris & Tammy 
& families would like to extend a heart 
felt thank-you to our family, friends 
and neighbours who joined with us 
in honoring the life and memory of 
my husband, father and grandfather, 
Robert Lichty. Many thanks to  
Dreisinger Funeral Home staff, Monty, 
Karen, Grace & Becky for their support, 
compassion, guidance and comfort. 
Thanks to Betty Ann Spink for providing 
the lunch after the visitation. 
Heartfelt thanks to Art Bolduc & 
George Harris for doing the eulogy. 
Thank-you to all, for the food, cards, 
flowers, donations and visits to the 
house. Everyone’s love and support  
are greatly appreciated.

Sherry Lichty and familyBOOK AN AD: ads.observerxtra.com/ads

FIND WHAT YOU'RE SHOOTING FOR!

Score it
in the
classifieds!
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Elmira organizers Jacqui Terry-Carroll and Alice Penny 
will be at Kitchener’s city hall Sunday for the Bring on 
the Sunshine African Festival, now in its eighth year. 
The rhythm and spirit of Africa will bring the warmth 
with music and food presented from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

www.bringonthesunshine.ca

In January, Waterloo Regional Police R.I.D.E. (Reduc-
ing Impaired Driving Everywhere) programs stopped 
1,287 vehicles, laying 103 charges, including nine 
impaired-related charges, 10 three-day suspensions, 
one seven-day suspension and one 30-day suspen-
sion, 62 Highway Traffic Act charges, one Criminal 
Code charge and four Cannabis Control Act charges

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Come join us!
free skate, warm drinks & treats

Saturday, March 14
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Woolwich Memorial Centre – Dan Syder Arena

LET THE SUN SHINE IN ON THE ROADS

Artwork by Elmira’s Joshua Przychodzki, 12, was among the creations Jacqueline Gori used to illustrate her latest book, I Love Labs. Proceeds from the fundraising 
effort will help train 14-week-old Dazzle to become a service dog like Gori’s helper, Samson.

Breslau artist’s latest book, I Love Labs, a fundraiser for charity that trains support dogs; project gets boost from Robert Bateman

Doggedly determined to be of service
BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

A Breslau woman’s bit to 
raise funds to train guide 
dogs got a boost with the 
donation of a limited-edi-
tion print by renowned 
artist Robert Bateman.

The celebrated naturalist 
and his wife Birgit donated 
a signed and numbered 
(7/20) print of “Late Win-
ter Black Squirrel, which 
will be auctioned online 
to raise funds for Partners 
with Paws, which provides 
fully-trained service dogs 
to  deserving individuals or 
families.

The charity was 
launched by artist Jac-
queline Gori, whose latest 
project is a book, I Love 
Labs – The Cooperslane 
Legacy, which features 
photos, illustrations and 
information about 50 
Labrador retrievers, all 
from Cooperslane Kennels 
of Arthur. Proceeds from 
the book, produced in 
conjunction with collabo-
rator Nancy Silcox of New 
Hamburg, will help offset 
the training of Dazzle, a 
14-week-old yellow lab. The 
cost of training, including 
food, veterinary care and 
obedience work ahead of 
the dog placement next 
fall, is estimated at $15,000, 
said Gori.

The Batemans’ donation 
will certainly help with 
covering the costs, she 
added.

“An unbelievable oppor-
tunity came up to meet 
Robert Bateman, who is an 
idol of mine. I got to share 
with him my vision, and he 
donated this rare, beautiful 

print to auction off – it was 
quite the opportunity.”

Gori is well acquainted 
with service dogs and the 
benefits they bring. 

“I was diagnosed with 
PTSD four years ago due 
to a traumatic and abusive 
childhood. My service dog, 
Samson, who I trained, 
has saved me from seven 
attempted suicides,” she 

said. “Because Samson has 
made such an impact on 
my life and given me back 
my will to live, I decided 
to use what I have, namely 
my artistic abilities and art 
school, to illustrate a book 
– Nancy wrote the text – to 
raise money to train other 
service dogs for people just 
like me.”

South African-born, Gori 

is open about her struggles 
that stem from a sexual 
assault. In coping with 
post-traumatic stress dis-
order, she’s aided by Sam-
son, who also came from 
Cooperslane and shares a 
grandfather with little Daz-
zle, who’s just beginning 
her journey as a service 
dog.

Gori’s work with the an-

imals can be seen in other 
fundraising publications, 
including “In Service: Por-
traits of Dogs that Change 
Lives” in collaboration 
with Silcox. Gori’s work is 
also featured in that au-
thor’s “Workin’ Like a Dog; 
Doin’ Nuthin’ Like a Cat: 
Canadian Pets Who Go to 
the Office.” Her portraits 
of 41 dogs was recently 

featured in an art display 
called “When Passions 
Collide.”

Her fundraising experi-
ence and work with service 
dogs led to the most recent 
publication and the chari-
table venture. 

“I thought about how 
could I take what I have ... 
and turn that into some-
thing that would help 
people,” said Gori of her 
artistic skills, in conjunc-
tion with Silcox’s writing 
in I Love Labs. So she and 
I put this book together, 
which we're hoping will 
raise a couple of service 
dogs. But then when I was 
thinking about it, I wanted 
to take it a bit further. So 
this was when I decided to 
start a charity. And I'm in 
the process of getting that 
registered.”

I Love Labs features 
the work of Cooperslane, 
who’ve bred a number of 
service dogs.

“They have dog breeding 
programs of two of the ma-
jor charities, national ser-
vice dogs and autism dog 
services – they have such a 
passion for this,” said Gori, 
praising the work of kennel 
founder Valerie Cooper.

“I went back to her and I 
said, ‘would you be prepared 
to allow me to write a book 
about you that would raise 
money for service dogs?’”

Along with Silcox’s writ-
ing, the book features the 
work of some of Gori’s art 
students. 

More information, in-
cluding some upcoming 
book-signing events on 
February 29, can be found 
online at www.partner-
swithpaws.ca.

THE ART OF MAKING A DIFFERENCE
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The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
elmiravacuum@gmail.com

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13

 � EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS, 10:30 A.M. AT WOODSIDE 
Church Elmira."Country Clem" Stand-Up Comedy and Music: 
Don Vair. Devotional thoughts: Claude Martin. Suggested 
donation of $7 includes lunch.

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT BRESLAU COMMUNITY 
Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to join us at 
noon for a light lunch and fellowship, $7. Call 519-664-1900.

 � NEW HORIZONS AT MARYHILL COMMUNITY CENTRE , 10 
a.m. Photographers Natalie Stevanus and Jane van Peit 
will be guests at New Horizons. Their topic: Photography 
is a Way of Feeling, of Touching and Loving. Admission $2. 
More info jehaid@netflash.net.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17

 � FLORADALE FAMILY FUN DAY AT FLORADALE MENNONITE 
Church. Fun for the whole family from 9 a.m. to noon, 
featuring a live animal show by “Hands on Exotics”  at 11 
a.m., bouncy castles, balloon animals, games and more! 
Free admission.

 � WOOLWICH GARDENERS PRESENTS JANET COX (JOHN'S 
Nursery) "Organic Landscaping and Gardening for the Birds 
+ Bees + Me" at Trinity United Church, 7 p.m. Please bring 
in-door footwear. Non-members $5. Public welcome.

 � SNOWSHOEING ON THE GRAND VALLEY TRAIL AT 11 A.M. 
(family day.) Join Lisa for a snowshoe hike on a section of the 
Grand Valley Trail. Meet at 550 Ebycrest Rd. We will gather 
there and head north to the trailhead. Parking is suggested 
on the side of nearby Hopewell Creek Road. This hike should 
be about 1-1/2 hours. If weather does not permit snowshoes, 
we will plan to hike. This trail is single track, not gravel. It is 
not suitable for strollers. Children are welcome but should be 
able to hike trails with roots, hills and icy sections. There is no 
rain date for this hike. Please contact Lisa at 519-648-9675 to 
confirm meeting time and location.

 � FAMILY DAY AT THE WELLESLEY ARENA. ENJOY A FREE 
Family Day skate courtesy of Mike Harris, MPP Kitchener-
Conestoga 2:30-3:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18

 � TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
Elmira, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Menu: lasagna, caesar 
salad, hot vegetable, garlic bread, cherry cheesecake, 
beverage; $12/person.

 � SEASONAL AFFECTIVE DISORDER (SAD). LEARN SIGNS & 
symptoms of Depression and Seasonal Affective Disorder. 
We will discuss strategies for coping, & how to say "no" if you 
just aren't up for socializing. Join us at 5:45 p.m. at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT WELLESLEY COMMUNITY 
Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to join us at 
noon for a light lunch and fellowship, $7. Call 519-664-1900 
by noon Feb. 14 to sign up.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20

 � IS THERE SOMEONE IN YOUR LIFE WHO IS STRUGGLING 
with Anxiety & Depression? It can be hard to know how to 
be supportive in meaningful ways. We will discuss what is 
"going on" in anxiety & depression from both sides of the 
relationship & how to explore what support can look like. 
Join us at 6:30 p.m. at Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
St. Jacobs.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT WOOLWICH MEMORIAL 
Centre, Elmira. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us at noon for a light lunch and fellowship, $7. Call 519-
664-1900 by noon Feb. 20 to sign up.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

S hepherd’s pie is a 
hearty staple, one 
that’s earned its status 

as a classic. It’s also versa-
tile, allowing you to custom-
ize it as you see fit, perhaps 
using what you’ve got kick-
ing around in the fridge and 
larder.

This version is made with 
ground turkey and lentils. 
Packed with tasty veggies 
and flavour, this recipe is 
one the whole family will 
enjoy.

Lentils can be dried or 
canned. If you use dried 
lentils, follow the cooking 
instructions on the package 
and add them in at the same 
step as the canned lentils. 
Don’t have frozen peas and 
carrots? Use any other fresh 
or frozen vegetable you like. 
Just make sure to chop the 
vegetables into small pieces 
and cook them until tender.

Freeze any leftover to-
mato paste so you can use 
it later. Spoon tomato paste 
into ice cube trays and place 
in the freezer for 2-3 hours, 
or until completely frozen. 
Transfer the cubes into a 
sealed container and store 
them for up to 6 months.

Prep time is just 20 min-
utes, with a cook time of 10. 
Quick and easy, leaving you 

Shepherd’s pie is a 
staple for a reason

CHEF'S TABLE

plenty of time to enjoy.

Shepherd’s Pie

5 large potatoes (about 1kg)
1 yellow onion, diced
450 g (1 pound) lean ground 
turkey
1 cup canned lentils, rinsed 
and drained
2 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
2 Tbsp. canned tomato paste
2 cups frozen peas and 
carrots, thawed
2 Tbsp. soft margarine
1 Tbsp 1% milk

1. Wash and cube potatoes. 
Place potatoes in a large pot 
of water and bring to a boil. 
Cook until the potatoes are 
soft, about 10 minutes and then 
drain.

2. Lightly coat a non-stick pan 
with cooking spray or oil and 
heat over medium-high heat. 
Add onions and cook for about 
5 minutes, until browned. Add 
ground turkey and cook until 
brown.

3. Add lentils, Worcestershire 
sauce and tomato paste to the 
ground turkey.

4. Pour ground turkey mixture 
into an 8x8 casserole dish and 
spread evenly across the bot-
tom. Layer peas and carrots on 
top of turkey mixture.

5. Add margarine and milk to 
the drained boiled potatoes. 
Mash with a potato masher or 
a hand blender. Layer mashed 
potatoes overtop peas and car-
rots and spread evenly.

6. Place in the oven on the 
lower rack and broil for 5 to 10 
minutes until potatoes begin to 
brown. Remove from the oven 
and serve.

Serves 6.
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BRAIN FOOD

It may not snow, but it could end up raining iguanas in the cold

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

Q.  They are the most 
abundant organisms on 
Earth, by one estimate 
over a million times 
more than the stars in the 
universe, says “New Sci-
entist” magazine.  They 
don’t grow, communicate 
or move on their own, 
and without a home, they 
remain inert.  Research-
ers know very little about 
them, except that they 
will start reproducing 
when they enter a suit-
able environment.  Do 
you know what they are?

A.  They are viruses, and 
they’re found just about 
everywhere, from oceans 
and forests to every person 
on the planet, reports the 
magazine’s Jonathan Good-
man.  Though they cause 
some of the most dangerous 
diseases – smallpox, AIDS, 
Ebola, flu – they also “play 

a key role in evolution and 
may well have been crucial 
for the origins of life.” 

“In very hot environ-
ments, viruses tend to 
die quickly, which is why 
heating is an effective way 
to kill them. ...  In colder 
temperatures, viruses can 
survive for months or even 
years before successfully 
infecting a host.”  Once in-
side a cell, the virus “hijacks 
the biological machinery it 
lacks and uses it to copy its 
genetic material.”  Viruses 
replicate rapidly, and with-
in days they may be in all 
of the host’s cells, for ill or 
good.  One group that helps 
keep humans well by killing 
disease-causing bacteria is 
called bacteriophages, and 
researchers are beginning 
to use them to treat bacteri-
al infections.

 
As to how many types of 

ACROSS
1. Sun roof support
6. Central American 

raccoon analogue
11. Silk necktie
16. Verily
18. Cain's crime
20. Small cave of mira-

cles
22. Neverending ac-

count of edge over 
middle

23. Mutable hygroscop-
ic cell

24. The oldest board 
game

25. Common to 
wedding, grocery 
shopping

27. To cheat, but you 
shouldn't say it 
anymore, because 
it's derogatory

28. Possessively 
associated with the 
speaker

29. Digital number
31. Mentioned above
33. A shocking amount
35. Fragile silicon zoo
37. Deliberately shaped 

animals
38. Disgusting stuff
39. Picture box
41. Mariner's ice

44. Brief curse
45. Nefarious with 

switch
46. J. Jonah 

Jameson for exam-
ple

47. General alignment 
of the planets as 
they wander

50. Thing word
51. Uncomfortable for a 

Princess
52. Quick bite as you 

travel
53. Rare for politicians 

to do, it seems
54. Tiny taters
56. What glue and 

concrete do
57. Volcano world
58. Twinkle, twinkle 

little one
60. OOH function
61. Until, in olden times
62. Imperial support

DOWN
1. Shoot this in Africa, 

expect a bad time 
on social media

2. Cover, like with 
chocolate

3. Get one at the salon
4. Between the ankle 

and the toes
5. His temple is at 

Abydos
7. Part to whole rela-

tionship
8. Repeated note 

sequence, shortly
9. Swampy northern 

forest
10. Do you dig __?
11. Trouble mind or 

body
12. Puppies or toddlers 

running
13. Steve Kannon, for 

one
14. Poem on a Grecian 

urn
15. Short spoken
17. Slept rough
19. Wilde's mode of 

speech
21. Speak poorly
26. "I am what you will 

be, I was what you 
are." for example

30. What the Alien did in 

John Hurt's chest
32. Trash talk
34. "Look at __, I'm 

Sandra Dee"
36. Zest
37. "Half a bee, philo-

sophically / Must, 
ipso facto, half not 
__"

40. Gathering only for 
men

42. Distasteful pout
43. Sea eagle
44. Preparing posts for 

the ground
45. Leafy, nightshady, 

pork belly shor-
torder sandwich

47. Make a short choice
48. Not a thing in partic-

ular
49. Relating pain to gain
55. Car, portable, hi-fi
57. You're writing in 

one right now
59. How the right 

relates to social 
progress, apparent-
ly

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  STRANGE questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

viruses there are, research-
ers have only the vaguest 
idea.  But stay tuned as they 
try to map the incredibly 
complex world of the viro-
sphere.

 
Q.  An English sentence 
can have some curious 
twists and turns, includ-
ing postpositives such 
as “ad litum,” “afore-
thought,” “errant,” 
“immemorial” and “lau-
reate.”  What is a “post-
positive” and can you 
define these examples? 

A.  “Unlike a preposition, 
which goes before a word, 
a postpositive goes after,” 
explains Anu Garg on his 
“A.Word.A.Day” website.  
Consider, for example, 
“guardian ad litum.”  “Ad 
litem,” from Latin “ad” (to-
ward) and “litigare” (to go 
to law), is a person appoint-

ed by a court to represent 
someone, such as a child, 
considered incapable of 
representing herself in a 
lawsuit.  “Aforethought,” 
in the phrase “malice 
aforethought,” is “planned 
or premeditated; not by 
accident.”  For “errant,” 
there are two meanings: 
“traveling, especially for 
adventure”; and “erring, 
straying, or moving aim-
lessly.”  But only the first is 
used postpositively, as in 
“knight-errant.”

Next, “immemorial” 
means “very old; beyond 
memory or recorded histo-

ry.”  Earliest documented 
use is 1593, decidedly not 
“since time immemorial.”  
Finally, “laureate” comes 
from an ancient Greek tra-
dition of crowning people 
with a wreath of laurel 
sprigs to honor them.  Thus, 
a “poet laureate” describes 
a person honored for 
achieving distinction in the 
field of poetry.

Q.  If you’re in south Flor-
ida during a particularly 
cold spell, what creature 
might end up falling from 
the sky?

A.  Iguanas are cold-blood-
ed herbivores that find 
south Florida quite hospita-
ble with its warm tempera-
tures and plentiful trees, 
says Dan Lewis on his “Now 
I Know” website.  However, 
“at temperatures in the low 
40s, the iguanas freeze, and 
now more ice pop than liz-

ard, they tend to fall out of 
their trees.”  But, reports the 
National Weather Service, 
they’re only in “a cold-in-
duced stasis-like state,” in 
effect, hibernating.  Once 
temperatures rise, the 
iguanas warm up and come 
back to life.

So, what do you do when 
an iguana falls from the 
sky?  Simply do nothing, 
Lewis answers.  Even pick-
ing up a frozen iguana is a 
bad idea.  It could become 
frightened as it warms, and 
per the “Washington Post,” 
“like any wild animal, it 
will try to defend itself.”  As 
Lewis advises: “It may be 
a good idea to keep your 
head up if you’re walking 
under trees on a cold Flor-
ida day.”

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synaspes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK

NEW BELTS EARNED AT LOCAL KARATE CLUB

Members from Schweitzer's Martial Arts in Heidelberg recently tested for new belts.  Madison Brooks, Bella Bailey and Dylan Brooks all earned their black stripe belts, while Sawyer Bauman earned his yellow stripe belt. Tyson Jantzi earned his 
yellow belt.  Kaleb, Landon and Dave Schwartzentruber, as well as Christopher Lavigne, and Shelby and Sadie Bauman achieved their orange stripe belts, and Nate Bulgin achieved his orange belt. At left, Madison Brooks, Bella Bailey, Dylan 
Brooks. Middle: Kaleb Schwartzentruber, Landon Schwartzentruber, Dave Schwartzentruber, Christopher Lavigne, Tyson Jantzi. Right: Shelby Bauman, Sadie Bauman, Sawyer Bauman, Nate Bulgin. [SUBMITTED]



LIVING HERE  | 23THURSDAY,FEBRUARY 13, 2020 |  THE OBSERVER 

New opportunities emerge to connect consumers and farmers 

O n Tuesday, the ag-
riculture sector put 
a lot of effort into 

pumping up Canada’s Ag 
Day, an initiative designed 
to raise the profile of those 
who grow and raise our 
food. 

About 500 people from 
the sector descended on 
Ottawa to hear the federal 
minister of agriculture and 
food and other speakers 
give their perspectives on 
the state of the industry. 

Across the country, 
thousands of supporters 
posted selfies of them-
selves on their farms, or 
of the bounty they’ve re-
ceived from farmers’ hard 
work. 

The hash tag #CdnAg-
Day was reported to be 
among the top trending 
social media hash tags in 
Toronto. All in all, it looks 
like the effort to get agri-
culture to stand just a little 

bit taller succeeded.
Now comes the next 

phase – that is, seizing 
on the momentum of the 
day and providing a newly 
attentive public with some 
substance.  That addresses 
a growing need to address 
consumers’ interest in 
where their food comes 
from and how its pro-
duced.

Production practices are 
particularly foreign to con-
sumers. Assumptions exist 
that modern farmers who 
use technology are ruin-
ing the environment and 
turning their backs on sus-
tainability.That’s not true, 
but it’s a broad brush that 
has its roots in the early 
introduction of agricul-
tural biotechnology in the 
1980s, when the industry 
assumed consumers were 
uninterested or unable to 
understand it and kept the 
whole thing quiet. Farmers 

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

of all commodities have 
been paying the price ever 
since. 

Massive misinformation 
and misunderstanding 
also exists over farming’s 
contribution to green-
house gas emissions, 
carbon sequestration and 
climate change.Pockets of 
expertise exist, through 
organizations such as the 
Ontario Soil and Crop Im-
provement Association, 
and its regional branches.
But overall, this whole area 
is a target for anti-agricul-
ture activists.

So this week, to advance 
a more measured under-
standing of agriculture on 
many fronts, three new 
initiatives took flight.

First, farmers from 
across Canada took the 
climate change dialogue 
with the public (and with 
other farmers) to a new 
level with the launch of 

an alliance called Farmers 
for Climate Solutions. The 
group describes itselfas 
a collective of farmer 
organizations and sup-
porters “who believe that 
agriculture must be part 
of the solution to climate 
change.”

In general, farmers want 
to have a say in any poli-
cies that have implications 
for their operations. Who 
wouldn’t? This new group 
says it will work to advance 
agricultural policies that 
help Canadian farmers 
mitigate and adapt to 
climate change, and add 
a realistic voice to conver-

sations about agriculture’s 
impact on climate.

The group has a very 
accessible, clearly laid-out 
website. Check it out at  
farmersforclimatesolu-
tions.ca.

As well, the Canadian 
Chamber of Commerce 
announced on Canada’s 
Ag Day it was launching an 
agriculture and agri-food 
working group to support 
the industry’s ability 
to grow and reach new 
customers. It says it will 
initially focus on regula-
tory reform, international 
trade, and labour short-
ages – “three key areas 
where our country needs 
to improve the business 
environment if we are to 
reach our full potential as 
a global agricultural pow-
erhouse,” it says.

And finally, on Wednes-
day the federal govern-
ment announced it was 

giving nearly $790,000 to 
the Canadian Grains Coun-
cil to develop a voluntary, 
farmer-led code of practice 
for Canadian grain pro-
duction. This initiative 
will help farmers adopt the 
best practices to follow to 
be considered sustainable, 
for both market and public 
trust purposes. 

The codes will cover a 
range of topics, including 
fertilizer management, 
pesticide use, soil manage-
ment, farm workers and 
protection of wildlife hab-
itat, as well as food safety 
and work safety. These are 
huge topics that concern 
consumers everywhere, 
including countries where 
we export.

Momentum is building. 
And every new measure 
helps farmers not only 
connect better with the 
public, but be better pro-
ducers as well.
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WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Jonathan Brubacher preaching

God Questions –
Who do you
say that I am?
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Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

Madison St., W. Monkton, ON • 519-347-9999

country style BUFFET
Two evening

Friday, February 21

all you
can eat!all you
can eat!

SOUP • SALAD • HOT ENTREES • DESSERT

Dinner Buffet 4:00 - 7:00PM
Children under 5 years $3.00

Children 5-12 years $7.50
Adults $17.75  •  Seniors 65+  $13.75

Saturday, February 22
Dinner Buffet 4:00 - 7:00PM

TO
RESERVE
CALL:*Drinks are extra

Children under 5 years $3.00
Children 5-12 years $7.50

Adults $17.75  •  Seniors 65+  $13.75
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THIS WEEKS DEALS!
FEBRUARY13-16  4 DAYS ONLY!

THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 10-59-6

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188 | M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM
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CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

6MM THICK

.99¢
/SQ FT

3.99

12MM 
THICK

LAMINATE

$157
PER SQ FT

 REG 3.99

2-TONE
FRIEZE 

CARPET

$149
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

LAMINATEVINYL

CARPET

ENGINEERED
5” WIDE X 3/4” THICK
HARDWOOD

$399
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

HARDWOOD

12” X24”
PORCELAIN 

TILE

.99¢
/SQ FT

3.99

5’X7’
SHAG

AREA RUGS

$4999
STARTING

FROM

RUGS
NO

TAX
NO

TAX

7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

MDF PRIMED WHITE
BASEBOARDS

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT67/ LIN FT67

LAMINATE / HARDWOOD

STAIR 
TREADS

$3599STARTING
FROM EACH

MODERN
WOOD-GRAIN

TILE

$199
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

13”X13”
CARRARA

TILE

.99¢
/SQ FT

3.99
FROM

TILETILE TILE

GRAY 
MODERN 

LEDGESTONE

$499
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

2”X4”
POLISHED

BACKSPLASH

.99¢
/SQ FT

3.99
FROM

GLASS 
& STONE 

BACKSPLASH

$199
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

FROM

TILETILE TILE


