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FURNITURE & DESIGN

19 Arthur Street S, Elmira 

CHERVINFURNITURE.CA

Boxing 
Week
SALE
ENDS SATURDAY!

Entire Showroom Marked Down!
Browse our furniture on our website 

and call us to place your order!

Thank you for your patronage. 
We look forward to working with you in 2021. 
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service

519-669-3232 

371 Arthur St. S.,
ELMIRA, ON

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

WE MAY HAVE 
REACHED THE winter 
solstice and the shortest 
day, but the Coldest Night 
of the Year is still a couple 
of months away – at least 
where the fundraising 
event is concerned. 

The Elmira outing 
planned for Feb. 20, 2021 
will see participants hit 
the pavement as part of a 
nation-wide fundraiser in 
support of the homeless, 
hungry and hurting. Some 
of those taking part will 
do so virtually, as this has 
been “a year like no other.”

Leigh-Anne Quinn of 
Woolwich Community 
Services is organizing the 
local chapter of CNOY, 
noting fundraising efforts 
started earlier this month. 
Fourteen walkers and 
two teams have signed on 
since the website (cnoy.
org) went live.

“We have the Woolwich 
community walkers team 
signed up – that’s really 
for staff, volunteers, and 
anyone who maybe isn’t 
going to form a team that 
wants to join a team. And 
we also have another 
group that has signed up 

Get ready to 
brave the cold
Registration now open for Coldest Night 
of the Year walk in Elmira

→COLDEST NIGHT 4
WCS’ Leigh-Anne Quinn is the organizer for this year’s Coldest Night of The Year event in 
Elmira.  Damon MacLean

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

THE SAME MEASURES WE’VE 
BECOME accustomed to in the 
fight against the coronavirus 
pandemic – wearing a mask, 
physically distancing and 
reducing our interactions with 
others – have reduced both the 
spread of the virus and the flu.

According to data reported by 
FluWatch, during the 50-week 
period ending on December 
12, only 47 influenza detec-
tions have been reported. This 
number is exponentially smaller 
than the average for the last six 
years at this point in the season 
at 4,354. Although figures 
are low at this point, it’s still 
possible that our season is yet 
to come. The beginning of the 
influenza season normally starts 
as early as October, but it can be 
as late as the new year.    

Waterloo Region received its 
first batch of doses of inoc-
ulations in November; they 
were booked up immediately. 
However, there is no current 
shortage in Waterloo Region at 
the moment.   

Public health officials earlier 
this month stated additional 
flu vaccine had been obtained 
by the Ministry of Health to 

→ FLU SHOTS 4

Coronavirus 
measures 
reduce number 
of flu cases

that I think has 10 walk-
ers – they’re part of St. 
Matthews church, which 
is located in Conestogo,” 
said Quinn, adding that 
registration typically picks 
up closer to the day.

How registration will 
go given the pandemic is 
anyone’s guess, she noted.

“I really don’t think we 
can gauge participation 
at this point. I think with 
COVID you need to take 
things one month, one 
week, one day at a time.” 

In that vein, WCS has 
a fundraising goal of 
$50,000 despite last year’s 
event having brought 
in twice that amount. 
Pledges to date amount to 
about $15,000.

As with other events 
that have decided to 
continue during the 
pandemic, there will be 
some notable changes. To 
start, the registration fee 
has been dropped for the 
event. There are also two 
options for participating 
this year, in-person or 
virtually over a two- or 
five-kilometre stretch. 

“I think that’s a nice 
bonus that’s being offered 
this year just to ensure a 
faster, smoother, socially 

Clinics now booking 
appointments
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Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Stop the 
Spread
COVID-19 
can be deadly.
Stay home. 
Stay strong.
Save lives.

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

A star beckons at St. James Lutheran Church in Elmira. Damon MacLean
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three Three Region of Waterloo surplus proper-
ties will become affordable homes in the 
coming year. Two of the properties, 32 and 
34 Mill St. in Kitchener, will go to the KW 
Urban Native Wigwam Project, and 24 Mill 
St. will go to MennoHomes. The properties 
went into a lottery aimed at creating more 
affordable housing.

Local municipalities have signed on to a 
plan to convert some 43,000 streetlights 
to LED fixtures. The region expects to save 
about $500,000 a year in costs by chang-
ing over 8,000 lights. In Woolwich, the goal 
is to convert 2,000 fixtures at a cost of 
$509,000, while in Wellesley the project will 
cover 537 light fixtures at a cost of $136,722. 
From the Dec. 29, 2016 edition of The Observer

From surplus to housing From the archives

GRCA says changes to Bill 229 don’t go far enough
Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

A MONTH AGO, THE 
GRAND River Conserva-
tion Authority (GRCA) and 
local supporters began 
to worry as the govern-
ment of Ontario was set 
to pass Bill 229, which 
included amendments 

The holidays add an extra bit of shine to downtown Elmira this month. Damon MacLean

(Schedule 6) that would 
make changes to the 
Conservation Authorities 
Act and the Planning Act. 
The agency argued such 
changes would signifi-
cantly hamper its ability 
to provide services as they 
normally would. 

Hosting a special meet-
ing, the GRCA board voted 

to send to the govern-
ment a list of concerns 
and proposed changes. 
Alongside the GRCA, local 
municipalities such as 
the Township of Wellesley 
also voted to send letters 
of concern to government 
officials.

On December 8, the 
government passed Bill 

229 and Schedule 6, with 
additions, revisions and 
amendments made to the 
original proposal. While 
revisions showed some 
consideration was taken 
by the government with 
regards to the GRCA’s 
concerns, Helen Jowett, 
chair of the GRCA, says 
they do not completely 

address their concerns. 
“Many amendments 

made to the Conservation 
Authorities Act through 
Schedule 6 remain 
unchanged, such as those 
that remove and/or signifi-
cantly hinder the conser-
vation authorities role in 
regulating development. 
The Minister of Natural → GRCA 4

Resources and Forestry 
will have the ability to 
make decisions on permit 
appeals and issue permits 
without watershed data 
and expertise from the 
conservation authorities,” 
said Jowett in a release. 

Some of the changes 
made involve board 

Zone change required to keep horse in town
Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

WELLESLEY COUN-
CILLORS WADED INTO 
FAMILIAR territory this 
week in hearing argu-
ments for and against 
allowing a citizen to keep 
a horse on a residential 
property, in Linwood in 
this instance.

A public planning 

session December 22 
went over an application 
filed by the owners of 
5288 Ament Line, who 
are looking for a zoning 
change to permit a horse 
to be kept as a primary 
means of transportation. 
The meeting was for 
information purposes, 
with council making no 
decisions until a later 
date.

Because the property 
is in a settlement area, 
typically a horse would 
not be permitted to be 
kept on the property, 
though Wellesley council 
has gone either way in 
past cases. 

Allowing a horse on the 
property is not usually 
accepted. Because of 
this, a zoning bylaw 
must come into effect to 

make this an acceptable 
practice. 

Township planner 
Geoff VanderBaaren 
went over the details 
of the property at the 
corner of Ament Line 
and Alice Street, noting 
it’s home to a two-storey 
detached house. The 
current owners, who’ve 
been there just over a 

→ ZONING 5

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

THE PANDEMIC WAS 
UNDOUBTEDLY THE 
most discussed issue in 
2020, supplanting what 
is normally the biggest 
talking point for Canadi-
ans: the weather.

Complaining about it, 
in particular, is the great 
Canadian pastime.

And we had much to 
complain about this year, 
as evidenced by Environ-
ment Canada’s  top-10 
weather stories, compiled 
by senior climatologist 
David Phillips.

Phillips has been 
putting together the 
annual compilation for 25 
years, something that’s 
become a “worse-dressed 
list” of weather incidents.

When looking back at 
this year, there were 93 
events that Phillips would 
consider ‘Top 10’ quality.

“It’s usually what I 
described as the worst 
dressed list, not the best 
dressed. I mean, very 

Environment Canada releases its annual 
round-up of meteorological events

seldom is there any kind 
of gorgeous weather in 
it, unless it was ‘winter 
cancelled’ or something 
like that. “

As it’s a top-10 list, Phil-
lips narrowed it down to: 
1) Calgary’s Billion-Dollar 
Hailer; 2) BC’s September 
Skies: All Smoke, No Fire; 
3) Fort McMurray’s Flood 
of a Century; 4) Endless 
Hot Summer in the East; 
5) St. John’s Snowmaged-
don; 6) Record Hurricane 
Season and Canada Wasn’t 
Spared; 7) The Year’s Most 
Powerful Tornado; 8) 
Frigid Spring Helps Cana-
dians Self-Isolate; 9) Fall in 
Canada-Winter in the West 
and Summer in the East; 
10) August Long-Weekend 
Storms: East and West.   

Of the 10 cases, numbers 
four, six, seven, eight, 
nine, and 10 apply to the 
conditions we saw in 
Waterloo Region. 

Overall, we saw some 
wonky seasons, says Phil-
lips, who suggests that the 
cool spring was ideal for 

Getting a handle on 
the year’s top 
weather stories

WEATHER OR NOT

→ WEATHER 5

Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  Town
Parents Names

519-669-5790 | observerxtra.com519-669-5790 | observerxtra.com

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2020

+hst
$40

BOOK
NOW!

Purchase a full colour photo of your 
new member of the family to be published

in the January 7, 2021 edition.

Final Deadline is Monday January 4, 2021
Email photo and caption to: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Final Deadline is Monday January 4, 2021
Email photo and caption to: ads@woolwichobserver.com

Celebrating the babies of 2020!

Hint: This makes a great gift from grandma & grandpa!Hint: This makes a great gift from grandma & grandpa!
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3000 Ament Line, Heidelberg • 519-699-4646

Steed and
Evans Ltd.

Engineers and Contractors

ESA Licence #7000438

519.698.2472 www.erbelectric.ca

L I N W O O D  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across 
Canada. Because it’s something 
we can do today to help others 
wake up healthier tomorrow.

The Next Linwood Clinic:  
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, January 8th, 2020 
4 – 8 pm 

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Stratford  
500 Wright Blvd
519-271-2111 or 
1-877-699-0601

Listowel
515 Maitland Ave. S
519-291-3276 

Visit southwestvets.ca

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing. 
If you are feeling unwell or have 
come in contact with someone 

who has tested positive for 
COVID-19, please reschedule 

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

IF YOU LIVE IN THE 
townships and own a dog, 
it’s supposed to have a 
tag, renewed annually. 
Compliance is spotty, 
however, with officials in 
both Wellesley and Wool-
wich hoping 2021 will see 
the numbers rise.

In Wellesley Township 
this year, 814 dogs were 
registered. Municipal clerk 
Grace Kosch is looking 
to boost that number to 
somewhere between 1,000 
and 1,100 in 2021, numbers 
closer to recent levels: in 
2018, there were 1,093 tags 
issued, while there were 
968 in 2017.

There are benefits to 
ensuring your dog is 
tagged, said Kosch.

“Dog owners are able 
to feel a little bit more 
at ease when it comes to 
their dog’s safety. When a 

distanced, touch-less 
outdoor experience. We 
also at this point are plan-
ning on having everything 
outdoors. So, walkers will 
come in, they’ll actually 
register outside, go for 
their walk, come back, and 
then head home. So, we 
won’t be able to have the 
same gathering before and 
afterwards,” said Quinn 
of the changes, including 
dropping the usual post-
event dinner. 

Actual details could 
change over the next 
couple of months as 
the pandemic situation 
evolves.

address the increased 
demand this season. 
Region of Waterloo Public 
Health continues to 
receive the flu vaccine 
from the ministry and 
distributes the vaccine 
to health care providers 
who request it. There is 
no shortage in our supply 
at this time. Pharmacies 
receive their vaccine from 
the ministry directly. 
Although we do not yet 
have exact numbers, and 
won’t until the end of the 
flu season, we do expect 

to see higher numbers 
of individuals who have 
received their flu vaccine 
this season (based on 
demand for the vaccine).  

More recently, the 
region noted it had 
completed its drive-thru 
clinics, with subsequent 
clinics moving indoors 
due to the weather 
to permit in-person 
follow-up for families with 
children who attended 
the drive-thru clinics and 
still require a second dose 
of the flu vaccine. Fami-
lies whose children still 

require a second dose of 
the flu vaccine can also 
visit their family doctor, a 
walk-in clinic or a phar-
macy (must be five years 
of age or older).

Outside of the clin-
ics, many people opt to 
receive the shot from their 
family doctors, walk-in 
clinics or pharmacies 
where stocks exist. 

Booking for appoint-
ments began on December 
21 for the January clin-
ics and can be made by 
calling 519-575-4608 while 
supplies last.

→FROM 1

FLU SHOTS: No shortage of flu vaccine at this point

With the removal of 
registration fees, the 
iconic Coldest Night of 
the Year toques will be 
awarded to youths that 
raise $75 and adults that 
raise $150. 

Quinn encourages those 
interested in checking 
out the event to visit the 
website and think about 
taking part in this year’s 
walk. 

“If people are look-
ing for a family friendly 
winter fundraising walk 
that supports the home-
less, hungry and hurting 
in our area, this is a great 
way to do so. And also, 
there’s an option for 

people to do it virtually. 
So, they can, avoid having 
to see others and still 
do it with their family 
unit. I think that’s really 
great. Because, we’ve 
experienced a lot of event 
cancellations and people 
not being able to see each 
other, other than their 
household. So, this actu-
ally provides an activity 
that a household can do 
together.”

A national event 
launched in 2011, the 
Coldest Night of the Year 
has raised more than $33.5 
million in 144 communi-
ties across Canada since 
that time.

→FROM 1

COLDEST NIGHT: Registration open for WCS event

governance and the 
ability for conservation 
authorities to issue stop 
orders. However, some of 
the bigger issues such as 
the Minister of Natural 
Resources and Forestry 
having the ability to 
make decisions on permit 
appeals and issue permits 
without watershed data 
and expertise from conser-
vation authorities like the 
GRCA, remain. 

Revisions also included 
a new section to Sched-
ule 6 which will require 
conservation authori-
ties to comply when the 
Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing issues 
a minister’s zoning order. 
Also, conservation author-
ities as landowners will 
not be able to appeal most 
planning decisions which 

affect their land. 
Jowett says she believes 

these changes come after 
conservation authorities 
spoke about concerns 
regarding operational 
negligence. 

She says next steps 
involve continuing to 
speak with ministers and 
policy advisors so they 
can try to come to some 
kind of compromise. She 
adds she is hopeful, and 
will be keeping the door 
open, knowing the intent 
of the government. The 
goal is to support agencies 
in the best way they can 
while also continuing to 
do the work they have for 
many years supporting 
municipalities under their 
jurisdiction. 

“The GRCA has a 
long history of working 
collaboratively with its 

watershed municipalities, 
the farming community, 
developers, and its many 
stakeholders to ensure 
that the need for devel-
opment and growth is 
balanced with the need to 
protect Ontario’s environ-
ment, and ensure people 
and property are safe 
from natural hazards like 
flooding. We have always 
supported the govern-
ment’s stated objectives 
to modernize the Conser-
vation Authorities Act, 
enhance transparency and 
accountability, and have 
been working with them 
to share our technical 
expertise and feedback. 
It’s disappointing that the 
changes to the Conser-
vation Authorities Act, 
passed through Schedule 6 
in Bill 229, go well beyond 
their stated objectives.”

→FROM 3

GRCA: Province makes some changes, but agency and 
environmental groups still have concerns about legislation

Townships seeking greater compliance with dog-tag rules
pet is lost or possibly runs 
away without realizing 
how to get back, it can be a 
troublesome and tiresome 
event,” she said, noting 
the tags allow the animal 
to be traced back to its 
owner.

The township has fines 
in place for dogs found 
running at large. In 
addition to having to pay 
fees if the canine is taken 
to Hillside Kennels, the 
owner must pay for the 
animal’s return and/or for 
a tag if the animal’s proof 
of purchase for the current 
year cannot be provided.     

According to Wellesley’s 
bylaw, animals must be 
registered yearly before 
March 31 or 21 days after 
purchase, whereas in 
Woolwich Township the 
annual renewal is slated 
for April 15. In Wellesley, 
tags can be purchased 
in the township office 
by cash, cheque or debit 

card, online or through 
the mail by completing 
an application for a dog 
license and sending a 
cheque through mail to 
the township office. There 
is also current early-bird 
pricing in Wellesley until 
the end of the year to help 
encourage more people to 
comply.  

Woolwich has similar 
rules in place, with a 
bylaw that outlines that 
‘upon licensing a dog, 
the township shall: a) 
supply the owner with 
a dog tag which bears 
the serial number and 
the year in which it was 
issued and which expires 
on December 31 in the 
year it was issued; and B) 
keep a record showing the 
name and address of the 
owner, the serial number 
of the tag, and copies of 
any documents produced 
showing proof of rabies 
vaccination and proof of 

breed.’ 
Figures from 2019 show 

just 11 per cent of Wool-
wich residents had their 
dogs registered, which 
resulted in a plan to swing 
the yearly decrease in 
compliance – 2020 figures 
are not yet available.  

“We are hoping that 
people get their dog tags. 

There are some people 
that get them. Because 
they know when they’re 
good at it, some people 
just don’t get dog tags,” 
said the township’s Kathy 
Fahey. “It’s up to the 
individual to register their 
dog. And if they don’t and 
we receive a complaint, we 
follow that up.”

According to the 
Canadian Animal Health 
Institute, the country is 
home to some 8.2 million 
dogs. Every municipality 
has some kind of bylaw 
about ownership and 
registration, each facing 
the kind of compliance 
issues seen in Wellesley 
and Woolwich.
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New Year’s
Resolution 

Promotion  

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

For wills & powers of attorney 
completed between Dec. 1/20. 
and Jan. 31/21.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 

 $25 OFFPER
PERSON

Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Free blood pressure  
 monitoring

• Free blood sugar
 monitor training

• Medication review 
 Meds-Check

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

year, have proposed 
adding an 48-square-me-
tre barn to the property 
if their application is 
approved.

 In response to a ques-
tion from Coun. Peter 
van der Maas, Vander-
Baaren said in the past 
six years two similar 
requests had been 
made, one of which was 

approved and the other 
rejected.

In such cases, the 
horse kept on the prop-
erty must serve as the 
main mode of transpor-
tation for the residents. 
In addition, other provi-
sions include a system 
to contain manure, 
which must be removed 
at regular intervals; and 
the structure where the 

horse and manure is kept 
must be set back from 
the interior side and 
rear lot lines a minimum 
distance equal to the 
height of the building.

In discussion, council-
lors heard the argument 
that refusing the applica-
tion would be akin to the 
violation of the owners 
freedom of religion. 
Previous legal cases have 

found that while refus-
ing such measures may 
not be unconstitutional, 
a judge in one instance 
found that there are 
circumstances where 
a blanket ban is not 
allowed.

Council is expected to 
vote on the matter when 
planning staff brings 
back a report, perhaps 
next month.

→FROM 3

ZONING: Wellesley to decide fate of request to keep horse in town

self-isolation during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“It certainly, was cold 
in the Kitchener-Water-
loo area. May 13, we had 
snow and minus-4.4. And 
then all of a sudden just 
after the unofficial kickoff 
of summer came 31-32 
degrees – unbelievable.”   

And that heat was here 
to last.

“The endless hot 
summer was really a big 
story... particularly in the 
east, from really Manitoba 
eastward. In Kitchen-
er-Waterloo for example, 
you had 23 days where the 
temperature got above 30. 
That’s a mark of a hot day. 
Normally you’d see eight 

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

LOOKING TO KEEP 
THE ROADS as clear as 
possible when they’re out 
ploughing snow, Welles-
ley road crews now have 
a couple of new options 
at hand, including the 
ability to declare a “snow 
event” that further 
restricts on-street park-
ing.

Along with granting the 
director of public works 
Chris Cook the power to 
declare such events, the 
township is also giving 
bylaw enforcement 
powers to department 
employees who’ll be able 
to issue tickets as they’re 
out on the roads. That 
would make for imme-
diate action, and avoid 
having to call out part-
ime bylaw enforcement 
officer.

The pilot project was 
approved by township 
councillors meeting 
December 22.

During this pilot proj-
ect, whenever a snow 
event is declared, parking 
on the streets will not be 
permitted. This will allow 
roads to be plowed with-
out being bogged down by 
vehicles in the way. 

The declaration of a 
snow event would last for 

of those suckers. And there 
were temperatures as high 
as 35 degrees on July 9, and 
the nights were also very 
hot. So it was difficult some-
times to deal with. People 
would rather have a warm 
rather than a cold, wet 
summer, but sometimes it 
just seemed so hot.” 

In terms of trying to 
escape the heat, it was 
difficult with the corona-
virus pandemic modifying 
or shuttering areas such as 
cooling centres, bowling 
alleys, malls and movie 
theatres that are prime 
locations to cool down.   

Precipitation was almost 
unseen in the area until 
the August long weekend 
storm, where we received 

82 mm of rain – the same 
amount we’d expect to see 
over an entire month.   

Fall was also unusual, a 
kind of extended summer. 

“October 23 tempera-
tures in your area got up to 
25 degrees, which I called 
‘summer’s last hurrah’, 
but it was actually not 
summer’s last hurrah, we 
saw some, in December, 
that have gone up to pretty 
high values, even though 
it’s turned cold now.”   

Next up on the list was 
the record-high tornado 
season, which saw 77 
tornados in Canada, 
the second most torna-
do-prone country in the 
world next to the United 
States. More than half – 

42 – of the tornados were 
reported in Ontario, with 
occurrences in Belgrade, 
Brussels, Glencoe, Flam-
borough and Mount 
Forest. 

“Even if you weren’t 
getting the tornadoes, 
you’re getting the thun-
derstorms and the rain 
associated with it,” said 
Phillips.

He suggests that the 
increased report of 
tornados may not be from 
climate change but from 
more people paying atten-
tion, observing, and storm 
tracking these tornadoes.   

Given the incidents 
elsewhere, staying off the 
list is probably not a bad 
thing.

→FROM 3

WEATHER: Warmer temperatures were notable in the region this year

On-street parking to be restricted in 
Wellesley during new “snow event”

a minimum of 12 hours, 
unless extended due to 
inclement weather. A 
minimum of eight centi-
metres of snow must be 
expected or have already 
fallen to invoke the snow-
event label. During this 
time, no parking will be 
allowed on township 
roads until the event has 
been lifted. 

The move supersedes 
the bylaw already in place 
that bans on-street park-
ing between 2:30 a.m. to 
6 a.m. during the winter 

months. 
Snow events will now 

be declared by 5 p.m. and 
residents would have 
until 12 a.m. to move their 
cars. If a snow event were 
to be called, residents can 
find information on social 
media as well as through 
local media outlets. 

This year, no fines 
are likely to be issued – 
instead warnings will be 
put on vehicles – and the 
project will come back 
to council in fall 2021 for 
review. 

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

THE UNITED WAY 
WATERLOO REGION 
Communities (UWWRC) 
is looking to give the gift 
of hope during these 
precarious times through 
its annual festive tradi-
tion, the ‘Holiday Giving 
Campaign’. The program 
aims to provide financial 
assistance and support for 
those struggling within 
the community, which is 
needed now more than 
ever.  

“It began when I 
assumed the role of the 
CEO of an integrated 
United Way between 
Cambridge-North 
Dumfries, Wilmot-Welles-
ley-Woolwich, and Kitch-
ener-Waterloo. We decided 
that we needed to have 
enthusiasm around the 
concept of holiday giving 
and just how important it 
was to help our communi-
ties and to recognize what 
our communities actually 
need in terms of support, 
including our rural 
communities,” said CEO 
Joan Fisk of the initiative 
that began three years ago.

How the campaign works 
is funds are donated to the 
UWWRC and then distrib-
uted to organizations 

This year’s holiday campaign is 
especially urgent: United Way

throughout the region that 
support prevalent issues 
in the region and in the 
communities. This year 
donations can be made via 
the not-for-profit’s website, 
and the donor can choose 
which fund their generosity 
will go towards. Donations 
are also being matched 
this year by an anonymous 
group up to $25,000.   

Some 25 organizations 
directly benefit from the 
local chapter’s efforts, 
including in the townships 
of Woolwich and Wellesley, 
Community Care Concepts, 
Woolwich Community 
Counselling Centre, and 
organizations that work in 
part with the communi-
ties such as the Women’s 
Crisis Services of Waterloo 
Region. 

Services in the township 
have been “inundated with 
need, especially in relation 
to mental health... we are 
supporting and doing the 
best we can to get as much 
extra help in as the demand 
is way over the capacity,” 
she said, suggesting that 
those in rural areas may 
feel even more isolated 
than usual, and struggle to 
reach out for the resources 
and assistance that exist to 
serve them.  

The initiative has devel-
oped over the years that it 

has been operating. The 
pandemic has highlighted 
areas that need help in 
Waterloo Region. 

“It’s been a year like no 
other,” Fisk says, noting 
the impacts of lockdowns 
and the pandemic have 
made the campaign in the 
highest level of demand 
it has seen. “This year’s 
campaign is almost an 
emergency; we really need 
to help our community.

“We’ve been doing mass 
distribution, through 
health and public health. 
We’ve been working on 
helping our communities 
because poverty is often 
hidden. And it’s a bit 
embarrassing. And people 
have found themselves 
in a position where they 
never have been before-es-
pecially [those] in the 
accommodation industry, 
tourism industry, restau-
rant industry. I mean, I 
could just go on and on. ... 
We’re there to help to pick 
up the pieces. And this 
year, we really, really, really 
need help. More people are 
affected in ways they never 
anticipated. They’re going 
to brunch. And we’re sorted 
to really provide basic 
support.” 

Donations to the 
campaign can be made at 
www.uwaywrc.ca.
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Opinion “There has been, and remains, no excuse 
for delay in the implementation of a basic 
care guarantee for nursing home residents. 
The delay is causing preventable deaths of 
residents, anguish of loved ones, and creat-
ing post-traumatic stress disorder among 
administrators and health-care workers.” 
Registered Nurses' Association of Ontario CEO Dr. Doris 
Grinspun urges the province to take action.

The federal framework identifies four groups 
who will receive the vaccine first: long-term 
care workers and essential caregivers, 
long-term care residents, those over the 
age of 80 and Indigenous communities.  
Health Canada

Verbatim The Monitor

M ost of us won’t be sorry to see 2020 come to 
an end. Today being December 31, we don’t 
have long to wait.

The psychological impact of switching to a 
new calendar aside, there will be no discernible difference 
between today and tomorrow, our arrival in 2021 not bring-
ing any immediate changes. That’s not to downplay the 
mental shift that comes every year at this time, especially 
given the prospect of putting behind us the coronavirus 
pandemic that made 2020 a year worth forgetting.

January 1 won’t bring an immediate end to our woes, 
but the rollout of vaccines makes it likely we may be back 
to something resembling a normal life before 2021 itself 
comes to an end. That offers us hope and the chance at some 
closure on 2020.

Just as the pandemic dominated everything about this 
year, the hoped-for end of it is the story of 2021. Rushing out 
to be vaccinated may not be a resolution we can control – the 
timing will depend on manufacturing, distribution and allo-
cation depending on risk factors, for instance – but there are 
undoubtedly a few things most of us would like to work on: 
our sedentary lifestyles – imposed or otherwise – and predi-
lections for too much food and drink this year, for instance.

The coming of a new year is seen as a fresh start and a time 
for deciding what needs to be changed and where to go next. 
It’s for these reasons that so many people make new year's 
resolutions to accomplish things such as to exercise more, 
quit smoking, pay off debt, save more money, complete 
projects, get organized, further education, lose weight, and 
the like.

Perhaps there’s an endless optimism that we can change, 
that we can be better – which, of course, recognizes that we 
all have something in our lives that we wish to alter. Psychol-
ogists tell us this is normal human behaviour, adding that 
the tough part is actually following through on the impulse 
for self-improvement. In other words, fantasizing about a 
better you, about an idealized version of you – most of us can 
actually picture ourselves that way – will remain just that: a 
fantasy. Unless, that is, we are willing to work hard to make 
the dream a reality.

It may be different in 2021, of course, as we’re champing at 
the bit to do at least a little bit more than has been the norm 
this year. Again, that will have to wait beyond January, and 
beyond the usual timeframe in which our resolutions falter 
and then fall away, typically within days or weeks of the New 
Year’s arrival.

Right off the hop, we’re in the midst of a month-long prov-
ince-wide lockdown that’s less than a week old: there’ll be 
no running off to the gym at this point (and no guilt for not 
returning after the first day or two). That doesn’t prevent us, 
however, from getting out for a walk, or walking away from 
the television or dinner table. 

More to the point, we’ll all have to resolve to stay the 
course. As the lockdown indicates, too many of us were fail-
ing to follow the guidelines – especially those about social 
distancing and staying home – such that there was a big 
jump in the number of COVID-19 cases. The announcement 
that vaccines have been approved and are starting to roll 
out does nothing to change the situation in the short- and 
medium-term: only by continuing to take precautions can 
we hope to reverse the upward trend and ensure more of us 
are around to enjoy the planned-for return to normalcy when 
the supply of vaccine greatly expands. 

While the first shots were given in the region last week, 
supplies are limited. Initial doses are being prioritized for 
healthcare workers and others on the front lines, as well as to 
the most vulnerable, including people over the age of 80.

Of course, the efficacy of the vaccine is predicated on 
most of us actually getting vaccinated, which should be the 
number-one resolution on everyone’s list.

Everyone resolved to make 
2021 a much better year

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Ten years ago this month, 
Mohamed Bouazizi, a 

street vendor in Tunisia, set 
himself alight in front of a 
government building in rage 
at the corrupt dictatorship 
that had ruined his young life. 
His sacrifice wakened hope in 
millions of others – but then 
half a million of them also 
died, although not at their own 
hands, and the rest went quiet. 
It was called the Arab Spring.

It should have worked.  
Non-violent democratic revo-
lutions had overthrown around 
two dozen other tyrannies in 
the previous 20 years. So when 
people in half a dozen Arab 
dictatorships, galvanised by 
Bouazizi’s action, went out in 
the streets to demand democ-
racy in late 2010 and 2011, most 
onlookers expected them to 
win.

In fact they all lost, except in 
Tunisia. In Egypt the protesters 
forced the old dictator to quit, 
but the army was back in power 
in less than two years. In Syria, 
Yemen and Libya, the protests 
morphed into savage civil 
wars that continue even today. 
Smaller protests in Lebanon 
and Bahrain were shut down by 
force.

This is a stunningly unim-
pressive record, and it’s not 
because the whole non-vio-
lent technique is falling out of 
favour. There are non-violent 

Past the spring and into the Arab winter
ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

attempts to remove dictators 
underway right now in Thai-
land and Belarus, both with a 
reasonable chance of success. 

So what’s wrong with the 
Arab world, where only four out 
of 22 countries are classed as 
‘free’ or ‘partly free’ by Freedom 
House? No other region of the 
world scores this badly.

Don’t say ‘meddling impe-
rialists’ or ‘the IMF’ or some 
other alibi involving foreigners, 
because three-quarters of the 
world’s countries could use that 
excuse if they wanted. Most 
don’t, because they don’t need 
excuses.

There have been lots of 
attempts at democratic revo-
lutions in the Arab world too, 
but the good guys keep losing. 
What is so different there?

Here’s one possible answer. 
Everywhere else, the politi-
cal choice is binary: tyranny 
or democracy. In most of the 
Arab countries there are three 
choices: the dreadful status 
quo, democracy – or Islam. 
In every Arab country, out in 
the open or operating under-
ground, there is also an Islamist 
opposition promising that 
‘Islam is the answer.’

The right answer depends on 

what the question was, and as a 
non-Arab and non-Muslim I am 
not the one setting the ques-
tions. I just observe that in the 
Arab world, unlike elsewhere, 
two alternative routes out from 
the existing oppression are on 
offer to the public. Both have 
considerable popular appeal, 
but they are mutually exclusive.

Equality and its political 
expression, democracy, are 
human values, but for historical 
reasons it is easy for Islamists 
to portray political democracy 
as an alien, ‘Western’ value. 
Equality just for the true believ-
ers is a viable rival doctrine for 
revolutionaries in countries 
where most people are Muslims 
– and that is the fault line that 
the dictators exploited.

That’s why the first thing 
Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad 
did when the pro-democracy 
protests began was to free 
several thousand Islamist activ-
ists from his prisons. Rival sets 
of enemies out in the streets is 
far better than a united oppo-
sition. It led to a ten-year civil 
war that has driven half the 
population into exile, but Assad 
is still in power today.

The Egyptian army was 
subtler. It let its old, discredited 
leader go under, knowing that 
a free election would bring the 
Islamists to power because 
most voters were rural and 

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs
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The outdoorsman and a take on 2020

In fact, after a lunch of 
beans and wieners or a 
few burritos, it’s actually a 
very good thing, especially 
if you position yourself on 
the upwind side.

Social distancing was 
also fantastic for marks-
manship, if only because 
no one was around to 
witness all of our misses.

After we learned we 
could get masks in an 
assortment of camou-
flage patterns, they were 
not nearly as off-putting 
either. Because of those 
masks, there was far less 
duck and goose calling, 
which mostly meant there 
were far more ducks and 
geese entering into our 
decoy spreads.

Those masks also served 
another far more import-
ant purpose. When we 
met another hunter on 

the street and they asked 
how our season had gone, 
they couldn't tell how 
much we were blushing 
when we embellished a bit. 
Moreover, we could keep 
our camouflage paint on 
at least part of our face for 
most of the season. Due to 
this alone, masks might 
become a permanent part 
of my attire.

On the plus side again; 
because of social distanc-
ing, no one crowded you 
at your favourite fishing 
hole. All you had to do was 
fake a cough if someone 
tried it.

Social distancing also 
gave anglers an excuse to 
buy bigger boats just so 
we could ensure safety 
when we took our fishing 
buddies along. I predict 
that if COVID lasts another 
year, the 24-foot canoe will 
be the next big trend and 
the average ice fishing hut 
will probably be the size 
of a small bungalow. Both 
of these things are not so 

bad, if you think about it.
The year that has just 

passed also made us 
appreciate the guys we 
hunt and fish with a little 
more. Frankly, there were 
times when we missed 
them a whole lot – such as 
when we downed a heavy 
buck a half a mile from the 
road, dropped a moose in 
a swamp, or shot an honest 
triple of waterfowl.

The hope, of course, 
is that by this time next 
year all these things will 
be a distant memory and 
we will return normal – 
whatever that is. When 
that time comes, I will 
definitely welcome the 
company afield once 
again.

But, between you and 
me, I also wouldn’t mind 
if we took some of these 
lessons ahead with us, 
because frankly, I believe 
they will keep us feeling a 
whole lot healthier. After 
all, the guys at our hunt 
camp really love burritos.

Pretty much everyone is keen to see 2020 go, even if improvements will take time.

People, it seems, 
have many different 

takes on how good or bad 
the year 2020 was. But 
whether you think the 
glass is half full or half 
empty, I am reasonably 
certain we can all agree 
that, somewhere around 
last March, someone 
knocked the glass off the 
table. And, if you don’t 
agree with that, you’re 
probably drinking from a 
sippy cup.

The good news is that 
there is light at the end of 
the tunnel. The bad news 
is no one is certain it is not 
from an oncoming freight 
train.

Having said that, I’d like 
to think that 2020 was not 
all bad. Perhaps it might 
have even taught the 
average outdoorsman a 
valuable lesson or two.

One of the first things I 
learned was that it is not a 
bad thing to always be six 
feet away from the guys 
you hunt and fish with. 

STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

socially very conservative. 
The military calculated 
that the urban young who 
made the revolution would  
be dismayed and seek the 
army’s help when the Isla-
mists began forcing their 
values on the country.

That’s exactly what 
happened, and the new 
dictator, General Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi, then closed 
the door on the whole 
episode by massacring 
about four thousand 
Islamists on the streets 
of Cairo. Variants of this 
scenario played out in 
other Arab countries with 
more or less violence, and 
only Tunisia managed 
to create a lasting (so far) 
democracy.

This is not uniquely an 
Arab problem, of course. 
Iran has been an Islamist 
theocracy for forty years, 
and Turkey’s once lively 
democracy has been 

slowly strangled during 
Recep Tayyib Erdogan’s 
seventeen years in power. 
But as the distance from 
the Arab heartland grows, 
so do the prospects for 
democracy.

Pakistan manages to be 
a (quite corrupt) democ-
racy about half the time, 
Bangladesh and Malaysia 
are quasi-democratic all 
the time, and Indonesia 
is a fully fledged, full-ser-
vice democracy. These 
four countries account 
for almost half the world’s 
Muslims – and African 
Muslims don’t seem to 
have particular problems 
with democracy either.

The problem resides in 
the Arab world, where the 
political climate has only 
two seasons: brief springs 
and very long winters. 
It may not be an insolu-
ble problem, but there’s 
certainly no solution in 
sight.

DYER: No solution in sight for the lack 
of democracy in the Arab world
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Christmas lighting was particularly prevalent this year to help 
counter the effects of the pandemic. Damon MacLean
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Business On Wednesday, Health Canada authorized 
the second COVID-19 vaccine in Canada, 
the product manufactured by Moderna. The 
agency received Moderna's submission on 
Oct. 12, and after a thorough, independent 
review of the evidence, it has determined 
that the Moderna vaccine meets the depart-
ment’s stringent safety, efficacy and quality 
requirements.

The Kitchener Waterloo Community Foun-
dation (KWCF) last week announced it has 
provided $421,000 in funding to assist 36 
organizations in Waterloo Region: $250,000 
through the COVID-19 Arts Sustainability 
and Recovery Fund, and $171,000 through 
the COVID-19 Black, Indigenous, and People 
of Colour (BIPOC) Sustainability and Recov-
ery Fund. 

Moderna vaccine OK'd KWCF funding

Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  Town
Parents Names
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Babies
YEAR!

of the

2020
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BOOK
NOW!

Purchase a full colour photo of your 
new member of the family to be published

in the January 7, 2021 edition.

Final Deadline is Monday January 4, 2021
Email photo and caption to: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Final Deadline is Monday January 4, 2021
Email photo and caption to: ads@woolwichobserver.com

Celebrating the babies of 2020!

Hint: This makes a great gift from grandma & grandpa!Hint: This makes a great gift from grandma & grandpa!

If you still watch TV, you 
can hardly change the 

channel without seeing 
McDonald’s sustainable 
beef ads, or A&W grass-
fed beef promotions. 

But what is sustainable 
beef all about?

I had the chance to 
learn about it recently, 
interviewing more than 
30 ranchers and univer-
sity chefs across Canada 
(including chefs at the 
universities of Guelph, 
Waterloo and Wilfrid 
Laurier) who are commit-
ted to sustainable beef.

The chefs like beef’s 
versatility and afford-
ability, and of course, its 
taste. Beef cattle are huge 
and yield many cuts. 
Some of these cuts are 
high priced. But many 
others, like the ones I 
wrote about – flank steak, 
beef chuck, outside flat 
or inside round roast, 
among others – are 
surprisingly affordable 
and tasty, especially 
when marinated for 
several hours or over-
night, and cooked prop-
erly (i.e., slowly).

The ranchers who raise 
the beef told me about 
their efforts to be even 
more sustainable than 
they already are. Some 
have a wee bit of resent-
ment in their voices when 
sustainability is raised 
– after all, they say, how 
could their beef opera-
tions have survived for 
generations if they didn’t 
farm sustainably?

But they understand 
sustainability is a 
consumer imperative, 

and once they get on a 
roll talking about their 
farming and ranching 
practices, their passion is 
clear.

First, it’s important to 
know cattle producers 
have put their heads 
together for something 
they call the Canadian 
Roundtable for Sustain-
able Beef (the “roundta-
ble” part of the name is to 
signify an idea exchange, 
where multi-stakeholder 
participants sit across the 
table from each other and 
share information). This 
initiative promotes beef 
sustainability through 
benchmarking the envi-
ronmental, social and 
economic performance of 
the cattle producers. 

Through the roundta-
ble, the Certified Sustain-
able Beef Framework 
has been developed. It’s 
the foundation for the 
McDonald’s program, 
based on independent 
on-site certification for 
sustainability. 

About 1,300 beef 
producers across Canada 
participate in a quality 
assurance program called 
Verified Beef Production 
Plus. On those farms, 
animal health and 
welfare activities related 
to food safety, animal 
care, environmental 
stewardship and biose-
curity are recorded and 
verified by independent 

Take a deeper  
dive into beef 
sustainability

AG FIELD NOTES
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Food For 
Thought

A map highlighting the area of the next expansion of SWIFT services in the area. Submitted

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

FOLLOWING UP ON A 
RECENT $12-million 
investment in South-
western Integrated Fibre 
Technology (SWIFT) 
to bring better internet 
connections to under-
served rural parts of the 
region, the province this 
week announced it had 
awarded contracts to 
carry out the expansion.

Kitchener-Cones-
toga MPP Mike Harris 
was joined by Randy 
Pettapiece, parliamentary 
assistant to the minister of 
agriculture, food and rural 
affairs, as well as regional 
MPs and councillors in 
announcing agreements 
had been signed with 
those companies who 
responded to requests 
for proposals (RFPs), and 

work was going to start in 
2021 to bring internet to 
more people. 

“We all know reliable 
high-speed internet is 
essential for life in the 
21st century. Over the past 
few years, I have heard 
from residents of Wilmot, 
Wellesley, Woolwich and 
North Dumfries about 
how their current service 
leaves them lagging 
behind. Especially this 
past year as work, educa-
tion and connecting with 
family and friends have 
moved almost entirely 
online,” said Harris. “Back 
in June with our township 
mayors I announced the 
launch of RFPs with $11.9 
million through SWIFT to 
expand rural broadband 
infrastructure across 
Waterloo Region…[This] is 
a huge milestone. Shovels 
will soon be in the ground 

to bring broadband access 
to more than 1,000 fami-
lies and businesses from 
Maryhill to Weissenburg, 
Haysville, Clyde and St. 
Agatha.”

He says the vision for 
the government is to have 
every home, business 
and farm in the region 
and across the province 
connected to the inter-
net, this is why they are 
investing $680 million – 
in addition to an original 
$350 million investment – 
to expand broadband. 

Through the projects 
announced this week, an 
estimated 1,000 homes 
and businesses will be 
connected to the inter-
net by the time work is 
completed. 

In total, the projects 
will cost $11.6 million to 
complete. That work is 
part of a larger five-year 

broadband and cellular 
action plan, which is 
expected to generate more 
than $1 billion in total 
investments. 

Regional Chair Karen 
Redman said residents 
are very appreciative of 
the work being done, and 
that people from all four 
townships will benefit. 

“Modern internet 
infrastructure is more 
important than ever for 
all regional residents. 
Whether it’s for home 
businesses, for people 
working at home, or those 
doing online education, 
increased access to broad-
band will help with the 
economic recovery now 
and provide more oppor-
tunities for growth in the 
future. Waterloo Region 
consists of three cities 
and four rural townships, 

→ INTERNET 10

Areas such as Maryhill to see 
new high-speed internet
Contracts awarded to carry out work under $12 million in funding
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auditors.
Some of their steward-

ship efforts involve their 
land more than their 
livestock. The thinking 
here is that if the soil is 
healthy, it grows better 
pasture and grazing 
grass. And given that 
cattle are ruminants and 
turn grass into energy, 
better pasture means 
healthier animals, fewer 
veterinary bills and 
all-around better beef.

Soil improvement is 

a big part of a sustain-
ability movement called 
regenerative agriculture. 
It’s based on enriching 
the soil with beneficial 
bacteria and microorgan-
isms and putting carbon 
back into the soil. One 
of the cattle producers 
I interviewed moves his 
cattle five times a day 
to new pastures to keep 
the grass and soil from 
getting worn out. 

It’s important to 
remember that profit-
ability is an important 

→FROM 8 → FROM 8

ROBERTS: Farmers have a vested interest in sustainability, with soil 
improvement being a big part of the regenerative agriculture movement

What your new year brings,
depends on what you bring

to the new year.

HappyNEW YEAR !

observerxtra.com

Here is to a betterThe staff at The  Observer is looking
forward to serving our readers in 2021.
Thank you for your support in 2020!

Joe Merlihan, Steve Kannon, Sean Heeger, Donna Rudy
Damon MacLean, Cassandra Merlihan, Patrick Merlihan

part of sustainability, too.  
For efficiency, one beef 
producer told me about 
how he and others are 
feeding their animals a 
diet that includes about 
20 per cent brewers’ grain 
mash from beer produc-
tion. He gets his from 
Molson, in London.

Normally, this mash 
would be considered 
waste and shipped to 
landfills. But it’s an easy 
grain source for animals 
to digest, and cattle love 
it. Plus, it saves about 30 

per cent in feed costs, and 
helps producers do their 
part to keep the price of 
food in line.

The beef industry has 
its work cut out for it, 
trying to convince people 
it is indeed sustainable. 
It has champions in 
McDonald’s and A&W, 
whose futures likewise 
depend on consumer 
acceptance of production 
techniques, and in clearly 
providing consumers 
with information they 
can believe.

so we’re a diverse region 
with a variety of infra-
structure needs. SWIFT’s 
five fibre-to-home proj-
ects will bring high-speed 
internet to more than 
1,000 underserved homes 
and businesses in all four 
townships, Woolwich, 
Wellesley, Wilmot and 
North Dumfries,” she 
said.

The federal government 
is also providing more 
than $63 million towards 
improving internet within 

southwestern Ontario. 
In 2017, the region 

signed on to be a fund-
ing partner alongside 20 
other municipalities to 
the tune of $2.2 million. 

SWIFT has awarded 
$7.8 million in federal 
and provincial funding to 
support five projects that 
will collectively service 
130 kilometres in under-
serviced rural roadways. 

Work is estimated to 
begin next April, with 
service expected to be 
available by July 2022.

INTERNET: Work on the next stage 
set to get underway in April
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Call or Visit us today
730 Bridge Street West - Unit 3,                                                              

Waterloo, Ontario, N2V 2J4
Phone: (519) 747-5075, Fax: (519) 747-4608

e-mail: info@acuteservices.com
web: www.acuteservices.com

Your Local Health 
and Safety 

Training Centre
Elevating Work Platform 
(Scissor and Boom Lift)
Quantitative Fit Testing

Working at Heights 
(Initial and Refresher) 

Confined Space Entry & Rescue
And Many More!

A+
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Read a local best  
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Arts The Hillside Festival just announced 
some new acts for its Hillside Inside 
event schedule for Feb. 5-7. On 
the bill are iskwē & Tom Wilson, DJ 
Shub, Sam Roberts Band and Nyssa.  
www.hillsidefestival.ca

In the spirit of the season, the Blyth Festi-
val has received an offer to match new 
donations received by the organization 
by Dec. 31, to a maximum of $100,000. 
www.blythfestival.com

On the bill at Hillside The season of giving

Larry Mercey with some draft pages of his new autobiography, which will be available in print next 
month. Damon MacLean

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

AFTER MORE THAN SIX 
DECADES in the music 
industry, Larry Mercey 
has a few stories to tell. 
More than a few, in fact, 
and a number of them are 
shared in his new autobi-
ography, Have Mercey: My 
First Sixty Years Making 
Music.

The book is now avail-
able electronically, includ-
ing on Amazon, and he 
hopes to have hard copies 
in his hand for release next 
month. That would be the 
culmination of a project 
about three years in the 
making.

In drafting it, he drew 
on his large supply of 
scrapbooks chronicling his 
career, records that date 
back to the scrapbook kept 
by his mother following 
his first appearance at the 
CKNX Travelling Barn 
Dance on Dec. 10, 1955. It 
was a practice he kept up, 
along with stashing away 
all of his datebooks, which 
proved a treasure trove of 
dates, times and locations.

“It was every place we 
played over the years,” he 
said in an interview this 
week, noting the books 
provided plenty of fodder 
to refresh his memory, a 
link to what were mostly 
good times in the inter-
vening years.

“I only kept the good 
staff in the scrapbooks,” 
he laughed, noting that 
the touring was mostly a 
positive experience. 

“We were very, very 
lucky that way.”

Of course, much of his 
career has been well docu-
mented.

Born in Hanover on Dec. 
12, 1939, Mercey got his 
start performing as a teen 
with the CKNX barn dance 
broadcast from Wingham. 
In 1957, he and his brother 
Ray founded the Mercey 
Brothers. The duo was 
joined by brother Lloyd 
in 1966, and the Mercey 
Brothers continued to 
record and perform until 
1989. During that time, 
they released 17 albums 
and some 50 singles, 
many of which went to 
number-one on the charts. 

The brothers have been 
inducted into the Cana-
dian Country Music Hall 
of Fame. 

When his brothers took 
different paths, Mercey 
continued with the music 
business. His first solo 
outing was the indepen-
dent Full Speed Ahead 
in 1990, featuring the hit 
single “These Crazy Arms 
of Mine.” In 1991 he was 
nominated for Country 
Male Vocalist awards 
at the Junos and the 
Country Music Awards. 
By 1994 he had landed a 
deal with Rodeo Records, 
who picked up the tab on 
album number two, Let's 
Deal Again.

Slowing down for a 
while, Mercey found he 
couldn’t stray too far from 
performing and recording, 
recruiting George Lons-
bury (guitar and vocals) 
and Al Alderson (bass and 
vocals) to form the Larry 
Mercey Trio in 2004.

Over the course of 
decades, he’s played across 
the country, in Europe 
and the U.S., including 
at Nashville’s famed 
Grand Ole Opry. There are 
Juno Awards, Big Coun-
try Awards and the C.F. 
Martin Guitar Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

Through the ups and 
downs, getting out on 
stage and playing for an 
audience has never lost its 
luster. Even as his brothers 
opted for other pursuits, 
music remained his focus.

“I was the first one, and 
I’ve just kept doing it,” he 
said. “I never stopped the 
music.”

In that time, he’s seen 
the ups and downs of a 
music industry that has 
changed dramatically. 

“I wouldn’t want to be 
starting today – we were at 
it at the best time,” he said 
of the band's era.

From the wholesale 
changes in the recording 
industry to the loss of so 
many venues offering live 
music, being a musician 
presents so many chal-
lenges today. With an 
established audience and 
the ability to pace his own 
schedule, Mercey is in a 
position that’s a luxury to 
young artists today, none 

A ton of music, and plenty of stories
Larry Mercey recounts how things came to be in his autobiography, Have Mercey: My First Sixty Years Making Music

of whom will get to expe-
rience the industry as it 
was in its heyday. Even the 
chance to tour isn’t what 
it used to be given the 
decline in the number of 
spots offering live music, 
he notes.

He, however, has 
plenty of stories from the 
road, where the brothers 
spent much of their time. 
Despite all of the touring, 
he still enjoys travelling 
today.

“People think you’d 
never want to do that 
again,” he laughed. “I still 
like staying at a hotel – I 
still love that.”

Nice hotels weren’t 
always an option in his 
touring days, either 

because the town’s one 
hotel wasn’t exactly a five-
star offering or because 
musicians weren’t always 
welcome. The image 
of the room-wrecking 
musicians wasn’t just a 
cliché: it happened, he 
said. That was a barrier to 
those performers who just 
wanted a nice place to stay 
for the night.

“We just wanted to be 
judged on us. We weren’t 
interested in anything 
other than a nice experi-
ence.”

No matter the room, 
however, there were 
always good memories 
from the road. 

He recalls one night 
at a festival in Florida 

where Charley Pride – 
who passed away earlier 
this month – sang a song 
penned by Mercey, enti-
tled America the Great, 
that was to be released on 
his latest album.

“After a minute, people 
started standing. A minute 
later, more people were 
standing, and by the time 
he finished, everyone was 
standing up. Charley was 
blown away – he’d never 
seen that kind of reac-
tion to a new song,” said 
Mercey, noting the song 
became a staple of Pride’s 
shows. 

“He was a really nice 
guy. He was a great man.”

Along the way, Mercey 
got to play with a number 

of country stars, the likes 
of George Jones, Merle 
Haggard and Conway 
Twitty.

Most were good expe-
riences, he says, noting 
there were a few hiccups 
here and there.

Opening for George 
Jones one night in 
Moncton, the band was 
approached by a road 
manager who wanted the 
openers to go on earlier, 
with the house lights still 
up, so that Jones could 
take to the stage earlier. 
The band held its ground, 
however, noting they were 
a national act that would 
perform as scheduled, he 
said. Things worked out 
just fine, he notes in the 
book:

“Over the years we 
found some American 
road managers think they 
are God, while others were 
very helpful. This time we 
weren’t going to be pushed 
around. He came back and 
said okay, but he didn’t 
know how George was 
going to handle it; if he’d 
go on at all. As we were 
doing the last number 
of our set, George’s road 
manager came to the 
side of the stage, got our 
attention and put his 
finger up asking us to do 
one more number. It was 
like he respected us for 
standing up for ourselves. 
After the concert, we went 
to George’s dressing room 
and met him and discov-
ered everything was fine. 
He probably didn’t even 
know there was an issue.”

Ego is, of course, a part 
of the business, even for 
three Canadian boys from 
Hanover. But they were 
always kept grounded by 
their upbringing and the 
advice imparted early on 
by their father.

“Our father told us to 
always remember that 
somebody came before 
you, and some is coming 
after you. I never forgot 
that,” he said.

Looking back at 65 years 
in the business, Mercey 
said he wouldn’t have 
much in the way of advice 
for his 16-year-old self.

“There’s really very little 
I would change. We were 

→ HAVE MERCEY 20
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

We are looking for a responsible individual 
with a strong work ethic and friendly, 

positive attitude to join our busy 
workplace.  A part time continuing 

position of 3 to 4 full days per week is 
available at our grocery store.

We are closed Sundays.

Contact us at 519-897-2600

Small Town Grocery Store

Now Hiring in Linwood

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Help Wanted

For Sale
MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Personals
SECOND STRONGEST 
ADDICTION? CAUSES 
30% of suicides. * 
loses houses, loses 
spouses. Gamblers 
Anonymous meeting, 
Rockway Centre, 1405 
King St. E., Kitchener. 
Mondays 6:45 p.m. 
"except holidays".

Wanted
LOOKING FOR HUNT-
ING OPPORTUNITIES, 
respectful and respon-
sible hunter looking for 
permission on farms in 
the Woolwich, Elmira 
area. Will do pred-
ator control, help 
with chores, etc in 
exchange for property 
access. With Covid I 
want to avoid knock-
ing on doors. I hunt 
with family only so no 
large groups coming 
out. Thanks, Please 
call or text 519-239-
5468.

WANTED: 1 ACRE FOR 
RENT FOR MARKET 
g a r d e n .  P l e a s e 
contact Najla at 
416-399-9249.

Farm 
Services

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Horses
WATERLOO COUNTY 
CHRISTMAS HORSE 
Sale to be held at OLEX 
Saturday, January 2, 
2021. Horses sell at 
10 a.m. To consign 
or for more info call 
519-595-3307.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-
7539 or email ron.
spncr@gmail.com

The Observer holiday hours:

T H E  P O W E R  O F  P R I N T .

Read award-winning local news | www.observerxtra.

The staff at The Observer are taking our annual shutdown over the holiday 
season. You can still expect a special delivery of our last newspaper of the 
year on December 31. We’ll be back hard at work January 4, 2021 and look 
forward to better times ahead for all of us.

General Contact:
Phone: 519-669-5790
Email: info@woolwichobserver.com
Web: www.observerxtra.com

Advertising Contact:
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com
Web: www.observerxtra.com/ads

Thank you for supporting the local news.

December 24 9am-noon
December 25 Merry Christmas - Closed
December 26 Boxing Day - Closed
December 28 Closed

December 29 Closed
December 30 Closed
December 31 Closed
January 1 Happy New Year - Closed

Regular Office Hours Resume: Monday, January 4, 2021

100% 
Local
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES    ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

& LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

Property MaintenanceProperty Maintenance
St. JacobsSt. Jacobs

Residential 
Driveway 
Blowing 
- Elmira Only

Commercial Snow 
Removal & De-icing

www.stjacobspropertymaintenance.ca
Tel: 519-503-5296

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Office 
The Township office will be closed to walk-in public traffic as of December 26th, as 
we enter a provincewide shutdown. Please use online or phone where possible.  There 
is a drop box located at the side of our building along Maple Street, which offers a 
contactless option for dropping off payments, building permits or documents. 
For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-
1647. For health information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.
To view current media releases or to stay informed the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/2019-novel-coronavirus.aspx 

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation programs and facilities
The Township of Woolwich recreation facilities are closed and all rentals and programs within 
these facilities are cancelled pending continued monitoring of provincial regulations.  Please 
read below for information for updates:

• WMC Memberships - Current memberships will once again be extended for the length of 
the closure. 

• New registration and rental bookings - Registration for winter programs and requests for 
new bookings have been put on hold until further notice.  

Residents are encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying our many parks and 
trails or visiting our website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, virtual fitness and 
other activities to keep you engaged this winter.

Local Business Resources  
Ontario will enter a Provincewide Shutdown on December 26th at 12:01am. This shutdown will last 
28 days for southern Ontario.  You can find more detailed information about how this shutdown 
impacts businesses online or by calling the Stop the Spread Line at 1-888-444-3659.

The Provincial Government is launching a new grant program to support small businesses, called 
the Ontario Small Business Support Grant. Through this grant, small businesses that are required 
to close or restrict services under the Provincewide Shutdown will be able to apply for this one-
time grant of $10,000 - $20,000. More details about the grant will be announced in January.

Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business!  For business 
support call 519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to discuss the draft 2021 
budgets as required by section 290 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended:

• Tax-supported operating budget; and
• Tax-supported capital budget;

at 4 (four) special budget meetings on January 5th, January 7th, January 12th and January 14, 2021, 
each commencing at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers situated at 24 Church Street West in Elmira 
and on Zoom and livestreamed to the Township of Woolwich YouTube Channel.
Richard Petherick, CPA, CMA
Director of Finance & Treasurer

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
The Township office, Recreation facilities and Community Centres are closed to walk-in public 
traffic.  Please use online or phone where possible.  There is a drop box located at the side of 
our building along Maple Street, which offers a contactless option for dropping off payments, 
building permits or documents. 
Essential services, such as, but not limited to, winter control/snow clearance, watermains, 
municipal enforcement services, building inspections, cemetery services and planning approvals 
will continue.  We will be accepting water samples for drop off weekly on Tuesdays, please call the 
phone number posted on the door and a staff member will assist you.
To view current media releases or to stay informed the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/2019-novel-coronavirus.aspx 

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. Children 
under five and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be 
kind to those unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
We, as a community need to be vigilant to stop the spread of COVID-19; it is now more 
important than ever to:

• Only go out for essential purposes
• Limit social interactions to only your household
• Wash your hands often
• Wear a face covering
• Get tested if you have symptoms

Learn about the time-limited restrictions and public health and workplace safety measures during 
the provincewide shutdown by visiting: www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-provincewide-shutdown 

Observer photographs online or in print
are all available for purchasing a reprint.
ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

FROM PAPER
TO PRINT
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4x6
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only $4.50
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here This week, The Royal Canadian Legion 
announced about half of its branches  
have received a share of about $14 million 
received from the federal government under 
the Veterans Organizations Emergency 
Support Fund. The funding helps Legion 
branches with operational expenses such 
as rent, insurance, utilities and administra-
tive costs.

Grand River Hospital last week declared a 
COVID-19 outbreak on 5North, with two 
patients and two staff members affected. 
The hospital is also still monitoring an active 
outbreak on 5South. Outbreaks on the 5th 
floor (including an outbreak on 5Centre, 
declared over on Dec. 14) have impacted 
11 patients and 17 staff members to date, 
including fewer than five patient deaths.

Support for Legions GRH outbreaks

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Al
Al is a service advisor at our Oriole Parkway location. 
He has been with us for 10 years.
Al and his wife have 3 children. In the winter they 
enjoy snowmobile trips or visiting family in Ottawa. A 
highlight of Al’s was taking his family to Alberta last 
year, showing them where he lived for a couple years. 

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

IT WAS JUST OVER A 
year ago when Floradale 
Public School parent 
council co-chairs Azalea 
Carlaw and Kendra 
Whitfield-Ellis took up a 
fundraising cause to get 
a new inclusive play-
ground for the school 
and surrounding area. 
The 10-year-old existing 
structure, while starting 
to show its age, may not 
have had any significant 
problems that would 
deem it unsafe. However, 
legislation passed a few 
years ago made it so 
younger children could 
not play on certain equip-

ment because of a height 
requirement. 

For some time, kids 
at the school who were 
unable to use the play-
ground were sticking to 
the tarmac, something 
parents did not want for 
them. To stop this from 
happening, Carlaw and 
her team went to work 
raising the necessary 
funds to get a new play-
ground for all the kids to 
use. 

“Essentially the school 
board had the regulations 
come into effect with 
height requirements for 
the students to be on 
playgrounds. So, with 
our existing playground 
that we had the younger 
children were not allowed 

Floradale PS playground project split in two
Azalea Carlaw, a co-chair on the parent council at Floradale PS, and her son Jeremy (inset) head out to enjoy the school’s new inclusive playground.  Sean Heeger

on it, because it wasn’t 
deemed safe, and the 
height restrictions were 
exceeded with the old 
playground so the younger 
kids couldn’t go on it,” said 
Carlaw.

Their initial goal was 
about $33,000 ($30,000 
plus tax) and they 
managed to raise most 
of that within about five 
months – right before the 
province went into its first 
lockdown. After raising 
$26,000 of their goal by 
March 2020 through 
sponsorship and fundrais-
ing, the organizers’ efforts 
ended up being put on 
hold. 

Eventually, principal 
Shawn Thompson decided 
that it would be in the best 

– would end up costing 
an additional $12,011 plus 
taxes. 

They would not be put 
down for long, though, 
as Carlaw says they have 
already raised the addi-
tional funds thanks to a 
generous donor who gave 
them a very recent Christ-
mas gift. 

With the money now 
there, the expectation 
is that the playground’s 
second phase will be 
completed in early spring 
2021. 

The first portion of the 
inclusive playground is 
now up for kids to use, the 
older structure remains 
and is there for older 
kids who meet the height 
requirements. 

interest of the students 
to spend the money they 
already had and put in a 
portion of the new play-
ground. The decision to 
break the installation into 
two phases is something 
the parent council agreed 
to because it was import-
ant to give kids something 
to do, said Carlaw.

“Our principal came up 
with the idea of putting it 
into two steps, so that the 
children would have some-
thing visible that they 
can see all the hard work 
that we’ve done to get that 
[equipment] in. So, he had 
asked council if we would 
be interested in doing that, 
and we had agreed that 
that was a good idea,” she 
said. “Play-based learn-

ing is integral for child 
development [and] I think 
that with COVID it’s even 
more imperative that we 
give our children things to 
do during these unprece-
dented times. And I think 
that having an inclusive 
playground for Floradale 
and surrounding areas 
that’s based for all ages [is 
great].”

The first half of the 
playground installation 
took place in the first week 
of September. 

One downside to split-
ting the installation into 
two parts was that the 
cost went up. To install 
the second portion of the 
playground – small parts 
Carlaw says includes a 
slide and a climbing web 
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 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

 ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I'm 
five months pregnant and 
was just diagnosed with 
hypothyroidism. I've nev-
er had thyroid problems 
before. Could this diag-
nosis be connected to my 
pregnancy? Will the hypo-
thyroidism go away after I 
have my baby?

ANSWER: It's likely that 
the hypothyroidism was 
triggered by your preg-
nancy, but the underlying 
cause of the condition 
probably isn't the preg-
nancy itself. Some women 
have a thyroid disorder 
that doesn't show any 
symptoms until they 
become pregnant. Once 
symptoms appear, it's 
important to receive 
treatment and continue to 
receive follow-up care for 
six to nine months after 
the baby is born. You'll 
also need periodic check-
ups after that to monitor 
your thyroid function, 
especially if you become 
pregnant again.

Your thyroid is a small, 
butterfly-shaped gland 
at the base of the front of 
your neck. The hormones 
that the thyroid gland 
makes – triiodothyronine, 
or T3, and thyroxine, or T4 
– affect all aspects of your 
metabolism. They main-
tain the rate at which your 
body uses fats and carbo-
hydrates, help control 
your body temperature, 
influence your heart rate, 
and help regulate the 
production of proteins.

Research has shown 
that about 10% of young 
women have a thyroid 
disorder that, although it 
doesn't cause any prob-
lems before pregnancy, 
flares up and produces 
symptoms during preg-
nancy. Women who 
have a thyroid disorder 
often are found to have 
high concentrations of 
anti-thyroid antibodies in 
their bodies, a condition 
known as chronic thyroid-
itis, Hashimoto's disease 
or autoimmune thyroid 
disease. After childbirth, 
the antibody level usually 
increases and may lead to 
temporary altered thyroid 
function. This may also 
occur during pregnancy.

As in your case, this 
thyroid disorder often 
leads to hypothyroidism 
-- a condition caused 
by low levels of thyroid 
hormones in the body. 
Some common symptoms 
of hypothyroidism can be 
hard to spot during preg-

Thyroid disorder may 
not show symptoms 

until pregnancy

nancy because they mimic 
signs of pregnancy, such 
as weight gain, fatigue and 
constipation. Other symp-
toms of hypothyroidism 
that may be more obvious 
during pregnancy include 
increased sensitivity to 
cold, dry skin, a puffy face, 
muscle weakness, hoarse-
ness, joint pain or stiff-
ness, and difficulty with 
concentration or memory.

For someone in your 
situation, treatment for 
hypothyroidism with 
thyroid hormone (levothy-
roxine) is crucial because 
untreated hypothyroidism 
can affect fetal devel-
opment and maternal 
health during pregnancy. 
You'll need to be carefully 
monitored throughout 
your pregnancy, including 
blood tests to check your 
thyroid function every 
four to eight weeks.

In some women, this 
condition also results in 
a disorder known as post-
partum thyroiditis after 
pregnancy. This disorder 
can lead to hypothyroid-
ism or hyperthyroidism, 
which is a condition 
caused by high levels 
of thyroid hormones 
in the body. Hyperthy-
roidism after pregnancy 
often resolves on its own 
without treatment. If 
hypothyroidism develops 
after childbirth, however, 
treatment typically is 
needed for about six to 12 
months. It usually can be 
discontinued after that.

Keep in mind, though, 
that even when treatment 
successfully eliminates 
hypothyroidism in a case 
like yours, the under-
lying thyroid disorder 
remains. That means if 
you get pregnant again, 
the likelihood is high that 
you will develop hypothy-
roidism again -- no matter 
how much time elapses 
between your pregnan-
cies. Knowing that ahead 
of time enables you and 
your health care provider 
to work together to decide 
on a treatment plan. When 
treatment begins early 
in pregnancy, it often 
can prevent symptoms 
of hypothyroidism from 
appearing.

You also should work 
with your health care 
provider to establish a 
timeline for follow-up 

→ MAYO CLINIC 20

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Wool-
wich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide 
one-time financial support to an applicant. 
However, we realize that no two cases are 
the same. Unique situations may require 
further support that otherwise would not 
be accessible for the ongoing needs of the 
individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and 
funds that may be able to support and/or 
provide for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an 
application process are in place, it should 
be noted that in unique, complex, crisis 
and acute circumstances funds may be 
provided at the discretion of the Fund 
Review Committee, assuming the core 
criteria of the fund are met.

“What a great example of the barn-rais-
ing spirit that has always existed in Wool-
wich,” said Mayor Shantz about the Fund 
during her video announcement on what 
would have been the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival day. 

Additional information:

Access  is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of  

             Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.    Woolwich Community Services
3.    Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:   
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 
Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memo-
rial Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through 
the website on the WCS Donate page.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND: 
RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL NEEDS
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ACROSS
1. Bum
5. List preceder
10. Small woods
15. Egyptian cross
16. Cupressaceae
17. Competed
18. Money substitute
20. Cast
21. Form opinion
22. Noblemen
24. Propel, in a way
25. Soft-nosed bullet
27. Corolla part
29. Substituent 
derived from an 
aromatic ring
31. Grassy area
32. Floral ring
35. Sport simi-
lar to hockey
37. Mournful poem
39. Air bag?
41. Near

42. Break
45. Buddhist who 
has attained Nirvana
46. Flag
48. Indian bread
51. "Days of 
___ Lives"
52. City in Denmark
53. Ritual gesture or 
pose in Hinduism
55. Killed for 
their beliefs
56. Murderer of an 
important person
57. Catch
59. Better
60. Without 
you, I call out!
61. Marien-
bad, for one
63. Assem-
bladge of rocks
64. "Green 
Gables" girl

65. Baker's dozen?

DOWN
1. More, in Madrid
2. "___ bitten, 
twice shy"
3. Creole vegetable
4. Wake-up call?
5. Director's cry
6. Listening to 
Muzak, maybe
7. Italian bread
8. "La Bohème," e.g.
9. Green, in a way
11. Egg
12. Trivial
13. Smooth transition
14. When capil-
laries leak fluid
19. Commoner
21. Dixie drink
23. Attempt
25. Son of the sea
26. Cantina cooker

28. Be that as it may
30. Alcove
33. 100 cents
34. Not human
36. "Sure"
38. Trivial Pursuit 
edition
40. An event sell-
ing used items
43. Gull-like bird
44. Wrapped 
garment
47. Be mistaken
49. Personals, e.g.
50. Masefield play 
"The Tragedy of ___"
52. Word symbolized 
by an asperand
53. Pa's partner
54. Far from ruddy
58. Forming a rope 
into a hanging tool
62. Stab
63. Freelancer's enc.

 ↆ X - W O R D

 ↆ W O R D  S E A R C H  ↆ S U D O K U

 Annual 
 Ball Drop
 Balloons
 Bubbly
 Calendar

 Celebration 
 Champagne 
 Cheer 
 Confetti 
 Countdown 

 Dreams
 Drinks
 Eve
 Fireworks 
 Fresh Start

 Goals 
 Happy
 Inspried 
 January 
 Kiss 

 Late
 New Year 
 Night
 Party Hat 
 Resolution 

 Sparkle 
 Times Square 
 Toast 

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 8am - 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK

 ♥ Windscreen cover 
Reuse newspaper in the cold — lay it across your car 
windscreen during winter to protect it from frost.

 ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Epiphany

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.

Jonathan Brubacher preaching
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Greek Chicken
 ▢ 1/4 cup extra-virgin 

olive oil

 ▢ 2 tablespoons 
chopped fresh rosemary

 ▢ 2 tablespoons 
chopped fresh thyme

 ▢ 5 garlic cloves, 
chopped

 ▢ 6 (3-inch) strips 
lemon zest, chopped, 
plus 1 tablespoon juice

 ▢ 1 tablespoon kosher 
salt

 ▢ 1 1/2 teaspoons dried 
oregano

 ▢ 1 teaspoon ground 
coriander

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon red 
pepper flakes

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon pepper

 ▢ 3 pounds bone-in 
chicken pieces (2 split 
breasts, 2 drumsticks, 
2 thighs and 2 wings, 
wingtips discarded)

Old-world flavours 
 in a wholly American way

Johnny's Restaurant in 
Homewood, Alabama, 

is known far and wide for 
its Greek baked chicken, 
a super flavourful dish of 
marinated and roasted 
chicken with tons of herbs 
and lemon – a reflection of 
the chef's Greek heritage 
and Alabama upbringing. 
Once our editors tried the 
dish on a recipe-research 
trip, we knew we had to 
create a version that home 
cooks could make when-
ever they couldn't get the 
real thing.

Our first order of 
business was determin-
ing which herbs to use 
in the marinade. After 
experimenting with fresh 

herbs, dried herbs and 
even dried herb blends, 
we found the best balance 
with fresh thyme, fresh 
rosemary and dried 
oregano, which packs a 
more pungent punch than 
fresh. Rather than finely 
mince the fresh herbs, 
we opted to simply chop 
them; we found that with 
slightly larger pieces, the 
bursts of flavour were 
more pronounced and 
exciting.

To make sure the mari-
nade penetrated past the 

surface of the chicken, we 
cut 1/2-inch-deep slashes in 
each piece. And to achieve 
the lovely browning we 
remembered from the 
chicken at Johnny's, we 
roasted our chicken at a 
relatively hot 425 degrees 
and gave it a blast of heat 
from the broiler at the end 
of cooking. As the chicken 
cooked, the marinade 
and the chicken juices 
transformed into a deeply 
flavorful pan sauce.

Served with the pan 
sauce spooned over top, 
this simple yet flavorful 
supper is a great addition 
to your recipe repertoire 
– until you can make it to 
Alabama, of course.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

1.  Combine oil, rose-
mary, thyme, garlic, 
lemon zest, salt, 
oregano, coriander, 
pepper flakes and 
pepper in a large bowl. 
Cut three 1/2-inch-deep 
slits in the skin side of 
each chicken breast, 
two 1/2-inch-deep slits 
in the skin side of each 
thigh and two 1/2-inch-
deep slits in each 
drumstick; leave the 
wings whole. Transfer 
chicken to the bowl 
with the marinade and 
turn to thoroughly coat, 
making sure the mari-
nade gets into the slits. 
Cover and refrigerate 
for at least 30 minutes 
or up to 2 hours.

2. Adjust the oven rack 
6 inches from the broiler 

element and heat the 
oven to 425 degrees. 
Place chicken, skin 
side up, in a 12-inch 
oven-safe skillet. 
Using a rubber spatula, 
scrape any remaining 
marinade from the 
bowl over the chicken. 
Roast until breasts 
register 160 degrees 
and drumsticks/thighs 
register 175 degrees, 
30 to 35 minutes.

3. Remove the skillet 
from the oven and 
spoon pan juices over 
the top of the chicken 
to wet the skin. Heat 
the broiler. Broil chicken 
until the skin is lightly 
browned, about 3 
minutes, rotating the 
skillet as necessary 
for even browning. Let 

the chicken rest in the 
skillet for 10 minutes. 
Transfer chicken to 
a shallow platter. Stir 
lemon juice into the pan 
juices, then spoon over 
chicken. Serve. 
 
Recipe notes 
 
Use a vegetable peeler 
to remove six strips of 
zest from the lemon. If 
you have a rasp-style 
grater and prefer to use 
it to zest the lemon, 
you will need about 1 
tablespoon of zest. 
 
Make sure to use 
kosher salt here; we 
developed this recipe 
using Diamond Crystal 
Kosher Salt. 
 
Serves 4

The Gingrich kids, Kenzie (10), Carter (8) and Zoe (6) created Mr. Jingles in their yard, hoping to bring 
some cheer to their Linwood neighborhood!

Jaimee Battler (16) and Maggie Sabean (15) from West Montrose present Frisbee Snowman.

 Busy elves working at Santa’s Workshop Emmett, Breea, and Scarlett Shouldice from Elmira.

2020
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We Are All In This Together — Keep Safe!

LetUsFloorYou.ca  |  Flooring You Since 1995

1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements • 519-699-5411

St. Clements
Heart & Home

Paul Wagler

The Country Store
with the City Stock.

We have lots of paint
and stock flooring for
those projects you’ve
been wating to get to.

Call us and get
started.

START YOUR
“HONEY-DO”

LIST NOW

We can deliver
samples or product

to your porch
or door.
Call Us.

CHECK
OUT OUR
SAMPLES

As of Dec 28 our 
store will not allow
customers to enter.
Call ahead to arrange 

your order - you can then 
pick it up in the parking

lot or we can 
arrange delivery.

WE
ARE HERE
FOR YOU.

KITCHEN
DESIGNS

Let’s start planning
to transform your
kitchen. Let’s talk
and work out the

details now.

Purchase a gift card at 
www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca and 
you are guaranteed to give something 
they are grateful to receive!

Whether you’re looking for a 
housewarming gift, a birthday 
gift, a wedding gift, or something 
just because… 

we had,” he said, noting 
he has no regrets about his 
path, including making 
no compromises to take 
a shot at the U.S. market. 
That would have meant 
giving up on family time.

“We were happy to be a 
big fish in a small pond,” 
he laughed.

“I feel very blessed to be 
at it as long as I was,” he 
added of his career.

And he’s still at it, 
though there have been 
no shows this year due to 
the pandemic, a reality for 
most musicians just now. 
But he has no plans to call 
it quits.

“I don’t want to say I’m 
not doing it anymore, and 
then not stop,” he said, 
noting there are more 
than a few musicians who 
end up doing multiple 
farewell tours.

He still enjoys perform-
ing, and as long as that’s 
the case, he’ll keep at it, 
with the added benefit of 
offsetting the date on his 
birth certificate.

“I want to stay young. I 
want to think young, and 
get out there,” he laughed 
of maintaining a perfor-
mance schedule.

When the pandemic is 
behind us, he hopes to 
start performing again. 
And this time he’ll have 
copies of the autobiogra-
phy in town. He’s already 
got a list of people who’ve 
asked for copies, and will 
be making them available 
for $25. He’s taking orders 
via email at  
larrymercey40@gmail.com.

HAVE MERCEY: 
After more than 
60 years in the 
music industry, 
he's got a few 
stories to tell

Aliya Adams (6) from Elmira presents her snow creation called 
Snowflake. Submitted

care to check your thyroid 
function over time, even 
if you don't have any 
additional pregnancies. 
Some research has found 
that women who have 
a thyroid disorder that 
triggers symptoms during 
and after pregnancy also 
are at risk for developing 
other thyroid problems 
later in life. Regularly 
scheduled checkups can 
catch any additional 
thyroid dysfunction 
when it's still in the early 
stages and more easily 
treated.

→ FROM 17

MAYO CLINIC: 
Thyroid issues 
may not manifest 
until triggered 
by pregnancy

Amelia Hudson (2). 
Submitted

→ FROM 12

2020


