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Lang 2021
Wall Calendar 12” x 12” 

$1849
Reg. $22.79

Blueline® Monthly
Desk Pads

OVER 50 STYLES IN STOCK

NOW AVAILABLE: 2021 Business Calendars, Planners, Date Books & Diaries Daily, weekly & monthly SHOP NOW for best selec�on!

$3.97
FROM
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While Supplies last. See store for details.

All your favourite ar�sts including
Thomas Kincade and Marjorie Bas�en

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

IF THERE’S TO BE SPAN cross-
ing the Grand River at Winter-
bourne, it’ll likely be a new 
bridge, with Woolwich coun-
cillors seeming less inclined to 
spend money on the century-old 
Peel Street structure now in 
place.

The current bridge has been 
closed since 2017 because its 
deteriorating condition was 
deemed unsafe. Engineering 
staff have recommended making 
the closure permanent, with 
demolition down the road. That 
idea has met with resistance 
from residents, who last week 
called on council to reopen the 
bridge, citing the township’s 
limited investment in Winter-
bourne and the need for a 
connecting link for the Menno-
nites in the area who rely on 
horse-drawn buggies.

Continuing that discussion 
Tuesday night, councillors 
appeared to be leaning toward 
maintaining the crossing, with 
a new bridge deemed a more 
cost-effective option.

Rehabilitating the 1913 steel 
truss structure to carry vehicles 
would cost about $1.6 million, 
while repairing it to carry just 
foot traffic would be about $1.1 
million. In both cases, another 
$1.1 million in today’s dollars 

A new bridge for 
Winterbourne?
Council leans toward maintaining Peel Street river 
crossing, possibly with a new structure

→ BRIDGE 2

An early-morning fire destroyed a barn at a farm operation 
south of St. Jacobs on Tuesday. Damage was estimated at 
$1 million. Woolwich firefighters were called to the scene at 
Three Bridges Road near Lobsinger Line about 3 a.m. after 
the family discovered the barn was ablaze. While 112 cattle 
were rescued 2,700 laying hens and three horses perished. 
The cause of the fire is under investigation, but the extensive 
damage may hinder a determination, firefighters says. 
Joe Merlihan

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

A SPIKE IN COVID-19 CASES 
among Old Order Mennonite 
groups this week forced the 
Region of Waterloo to step in, 
ordering the closure of churches 
and parochial schools.

The announcement made 
Monday by medical officer of 
health Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang applies 
to members of the Old Order, 
Markham, Old Colony, and David 
Martin Mennonite communities 
in Waterloo Region.

In addition to requiring that 
individuals themselves comply 
with public health requirements, 
the order made under section 22 
of the province’s Health Protec-
tion and Promotion Act prohib-
its social gatherings in or on a 
private residence with people 
outside of a person’s immediate 
household.

Under the order, those who do 
not comply can be given a $750 
ticket or a Part III summons with 
fines reaching up to $5,000 per 
day.

“We have benefited from the 
support of community leaders 
and many individual members of 
these Mennonite communities. 
Unfortunately, we have encoun-
tered insufficient cooperation 
among a number of individuals 

→ PUBLIC HEALTH 4

Region forces 
closure
of Mennonite 
churches, 
schools

would have to be spent in 2040, 
followed by $700,000 to demol-
ish the bridge when it comes to 
the end of its lifespan in 2050, 
explained Ryan Tucker, an engi-
neering project supervisor with 
the township.

Building a new one-lane 
bridge would cost about $4 
million, while a two-lane span 
would ring in at about $5.5 
million.

Coun. Murray Martin argued 
it would be better to build a new 
bridge rather than spending 
money on a short-term solution 
reopening the current structure.

“Why in the world would we 
spend $3.5 million and hope 
to get 30 years out of a bridge 
when it’s not likely that we will, 
when we could spend $4 million 
and have a bridge for a hundred 
years?”

Whether restoring the current 
bridge or building a new one, 
a key issue will be preventing 
heavy vehicles from using the 
bridge.

As with other old steel bridges 
in the township, particularly the 
one on Glasgow Street in Cones-
togo, efforts to keep the struc-
tures in good repair are made 
more difficult by overloading 
as people cross with prohibited 
heavy vehicles, noted director 
of infrastructure services Jared 
Puppe.
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Support Local
WIN

The Downtown Elmira BIA is excited to announce a new 
community contest* that will give you a chance to 
support one of our amazing local businesses, while 
exploring what Elmira has to offer. Learn more by asking 
a business owner or by visiting our social media page.

Your safety matters! Covid-19 safety protocols 
are in place at all business establishments, 
including wearing masks and practicing 

social distancing

*Contest begins November 23, 2020 at 12:00 a.m. EST and ends on December 6, 2020 
at 11:50 p.m. EST. There are 5 $100 gift card prizes available to be won. Each winner will 
be awarded one gift card from the business that the purchase or ballot originated from, 
which must be from any of the businesses located within the Downtown Elmira Business 
Improvement Area boundary. Open to legal residents of Ontario who are age of majority at 
the time of entry. Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries received before 
the end of the Contest Period. All prizes will be announced on December 7, 2020. Winners 
consent to their names being published for marketing purposes.

and

Make sure to follow 
us to learn more about 
Elmira’s local businesses

@downtownelmirabia

TWO EASY WAYS TO WIN

Visit your favourite BIA business and fill out a 
ballot so we know who you are!

Snap a selfie of your item in front of the busi-
ness and tag @downtownelmirabia and the 
business you visited 

1

21 of 5 $100 Gift Cards

Contest ends December 6, 2020

44 Arthur St S., Elmira, ON
(519) 669•5071
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DayDDay
Working hand in hand to give back
to local communities coast to coast

Fill our sleigh with toys
and help bring joy to

kids in our community

WILL BE DONATED TO
The Woolwich

Community Center

101010101010101010%%%%%%10%%%%10%1001010010%%%%10%10%%%
*

*Excludes lottery, tobacco, gift cards phone cards, and any prepaid cards.

“These structures were 
not intended to see the 
traffic that they see today.”

In response to a ques-
tion from Coun. Larry 
Shantz about restoring the 
bridge simply for use by 
pedestrians and non-mo-

BRIDGE: Some councillors call for new structure to provide access to users of horse-drawn buggies
→FROM 1 torized vehicles, Tucker 

noted some people would 
continue to cross the 
bridge illegally if given the 
chance.

“If there’s an opportunity 
for them to get across it, 
unfortunately they seem 
to take it,” he said, adding 

there’s no safe way to keep 
the bridge open for horse-
drawn buggies and not cars.

“We don’t see a way to 
keep the bridge open for 
horse and buggy without 
allowing vehicles,” said 
Tucker. “There’s just no 
safe way to stop vehicles 

from using the bridge if 
we do allow horse and 
buggies, unfortunately.”

Pointing to the fact 
there’s likely to be gravel 
pit operation on a nearby 
Peel Street property, 
Shantz said even a new 
bridge should be built to 

discourage truck traffic, 
suggesting a one-lane 
option would probably 
work better in that regard 
while reducing the cost.

While traffic volume 
has typically been low 
– 2013 numbers showed 
the bridge saw about 125 
vehicles per day, 11 per 
cent of which were buggies 
– the bridge serves the 
Old Order Mennonites 
who are currently having 
to use a lengthy detour, 
said Martin, calling for an 
increased infrastructure 

levy to help fund a new 
bridge.

“There’s only one 
scenario. That is tear 
down the old bridge, build 
something new that the 
Mennonites can use, that 
they’ve asked for,” he 
said, saying he wouldn’t 
support rehabilitating the 
existing structure.

“At the end of the day, 
we’ve still got junk.”

Staff intends to bring 
a final recommendation 
report back to council 
December 15.

Built in 1913, the Peel Street steel truss bridge requires extensive 
repairs. File photo
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three Minor sports groups renting ice in Wool-
wich Township arenas will get an additional 
50% discount in recognition of restrictions 
imposed by the red pandemic control zone 
status. While that state exists, the groups 
will pay half of the usual $139.41 per hour 
rental rate, councillors decided at an online 
meeting Tuesday night.

Woolwich Counselling Centre has its new 
home, as a group of anonymous lenders 
came forward to finance the purchase of 
the former St. Aidan’s Church in Elmira. The 
conditional offer for the property was firmed 
up and the deal closed after $300,000 in 
loans became available. The total cost of 
the project is expected to reach $432,000.
From the Dec. 1, 2007 edition of The Observer

Ice time discounts From the archives

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

A DEADLY EXPLOSION 
HALF A world away 
prompted a group of 
Wellesley boys to think 
globally and act locally, as 
they organized a fund-
raiser for relief efforts in 
Lebanon.

Their 10-kilometre bike 
ride came about following 
the August explosion in 
Beirut that killed more 
than 200, injured some 
7,000 and left some 
300,000 people temporar-
ily homeless.

Wellesley’s Ali Khan, a 
Grade 10 at Waterloo-Ox-
ford District Secondary 
school, came up with 
the idea to gather up 
some friends after being 
inspired by an Islamic 
relief fundraiser to 
support those affected by 
the disaster. The group 
of 15-16-year olds attend 
school together and enjoy 
spending their time volun-
teering, playing basketball 
and biking.   

Taking to their bicycles, they help raise 
money in support of those displaced by 
the August explosion in Lebanon

“I know a family friend 
who works in Islamic relief 
and they [were having] 
an event like an outdoor 
movie night to raise 
money for Lebanon. And 
I couldn’t make it there 
because my parents are 
busy. And then I asked 
him if we could like help 
out in our city, and he said, 
‘Yeah, you just got to do a 
bike ride.’”  

The trek was 10 km, and 
saw Khan accompanied by 
six other friends. The trip 
took the group between 
45 minutes to an hour to 
complete.   

The boys’ monetary goal 
was to raise $300 and they 
were successfully able to 
bring in between $500 and 
$600 through donations.   

Wellesley Mayor Joe 
Nowak was involved in 
the ride by giving the boys 
permission to cycle the 
streets. “I can’t say enough 
about the youth in this 
community and the work 
that they’ve done to put 
this program together. 

Township moves location of Linwood fireworks display
Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

REACTING TO 
CONCERNS FROM A 
Linwood-area riding acad-
emy, Wellesley council 
decided this week to move 
the location of a fireworks 
show planned for Decem-
ber 11. 

In a special session 

Preston Cooledge has received a Kitchener Athletic Achievement Award. Damon MacLean

Monday night, council-
lors opted to change the 
venue to Jones Feed Mill 
rather than the Linwood 
Community Centre after 
the neighbouring Robin-
son Riding Academy 
raised concerns about the 
impact of loud noise on its 
35 horses.

Mayor Joe Nowak said 
council moved quickly 

to address the concerns 
raised by the Robinsons, 
who had started a petition 
in response to the planned 
display. 

“We’ve been working at 
length over the last couple 
of weeks trying to address  
all of their concerns, 
and in my mind we’ve 
addressed all the ones 
that they’ve put in front 

of us and that was the fact 
that there was some fuel 
tanks nearby – well, that 
issue has been addressed, 
the noise level has been 
addressed,” said Nowak.

At the meeting this 
week, chief administra-
tive officer Rik Louwagie 
said the feed mill gave 
the township permis-
sion to host the event on 

their property, and the 
technician who would be 
running the fireworks said 
the property does meet 
regulations. 

To prevent any new 
concerns, he added 
that staff had contacted 
nearby property owners 
with livestock, including 
horses, with none of the 
neighbours expressing →FIREWORKS 5

reservation about the 
show taking place at the 
new location.

While the fireworks 
show is supposed to be 
a drive-in format, Coun. 
Herb Neher asked Louwa-
gie about concerns kids 
and other residents might 
get out of their cars, 
asking what the spacing 

Young Elmira diver earns recognition
Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

WHEN HE’S NOT 
ATTENDING THE River-
side Public School, Elmi-
ra’s Preston Cooledge 
can be found at the 
pool doing what comes 
naturally to him. An avid 
diver for the past five 
years, the 10-year-old’s 
efforts have been recog-

nized with a Kitchener 
Athletic Achievement 
Award.  

A member of the KW 
Diving Club since 2015, 
Preston says the sport is a 
natural fit.

“I used to do gymnas-
tics, and I only wanted to 
do the trampoline part. I 
was a water baby, so my 
dad put me into diving.” 

Having won a silver 

medal at the Aspire 
Provincial Championship 
in London, Preston was 
eligible for an Athletic 
Achievement Award, 
which prompted KW 
Diving Club president 
Brian Dixon to nominate 
him for his accomplish-
ments. Since 1968, the city 
has been recognizing the 
efforts of amateur athletes 
who’ve received gold, 

silver or bronze medals at 
a provincial or national 
championship level.

His efforts also won him 
kudos from his coach, Rob 
Wells.

Even at an early age, 
Preston showed no 
fear of diving from any 
height, taking to all of the 
boards and platforms. 
Having found a good fit, 

→AWARD 5

Group of Wellesley 
boys take trek to 
support Beirut relief

→BIKING 4
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Tamara grew up on 
the East Coast of 
Canada and received 
her undergraduate 
degree from Acadia 
University in Nova 
Scotia. Tamara 
graduated from the 
Atlantic Veterinary 
College in 2011 and 
started working in 
private practice as a 
small animal 
veterinarian in 
Nova Scotia for 8 
years. After moving 
to Ontario, Tamara officially joined Eldale Veterinary 
Clinic in the fall of 2020. She has a special interest in 
all things feline, radiology, and preventative medicine. 
In her free time, Tamara enjoys hiking, canoeing and 
camping. She currently lives in Guelph with her 
husband, her dog Nya, and her 2 cats - Nyssa and Odin.

DR. TAMARA HOLLINGER

150 Church St. W., Elmira
519-669-5672

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

Turkey Dinner (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-order

reQuired

Friday & Saturday
3:30-7:30pm

Open
Tuesday - Saturday

Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche, Mac & Cheese, Potato Salad, 
Mince Meat Pie & Christmas Cookies, Baking & More.

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

Greek Mousakka OR 
Roast Veggie Lasagna

comes with choice of Greek, 
Caesar or Garden Salad and 

house-made Garlic bread
Family of 4 — $39
Family of 2 — $24

Walk in or pre-order to ensure availability

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.caCall or Email 
to Pre-Order

— Ready to Heat Menu Available Dec. 10, 11, 12 — 

Fish ‘n’ Chips
comes with coleslaw 

and tartar sauce
$13.99/person

Ready to Heat Menu Available Dec. 10, 11, 12
Friday Dec. 11 Only –
Cooked fresh from 

Noon – 6:00PM pickup

with public health require-
ments, including the 
requirements to self-iso-
late, not attend work when 
sick, and identify high-risk 
contacts for public health,” 
Wang in the release. “As 
a result, orders are being 
issued as the risk to the 
community as a whole, 
as well as to other people 
with whom community 
members interact, has 
become too high.”

The order follows 
attempts at voluntary 
compliance, notes Andrea 
Reist, the region’s director 
of child, family and dental 
health.

“Here in Waterloo 
Region, we have not placed 
specific section 22 orders 
because the Old Order and 
Mennonite communities 
did close their schools and 
churches voluntarily for a 
short period of time. So, we 
are working in collabora-
tion with the community 
to address the incidences 
of COVID that are happen-
ing and, of course, public 
health follows up with 
respect to case and 
contact tracing,” she said, 
dispelling rumours that 
public health workers have 

PUBLIC HEALTH: Using section 22 to help enforce the regulations
been making door-to-door 
visits requiring people 
in the communities to 
undergo COVID-19 testing

“There is not people 
going door to door. What 
has taken place is that 
there’s been a community 
group, with community 
leaders and community 
members. In consultation 
with some of the local 
church leaders, we have 
put out information about 
the opportunity for people 
who might have barriers 
to accessing the testing 
centres that are available 
here in Waterloo Region.”

As well, the Woolwich 
Community Health Centre 
has been operating mobile 
testing for these commu-
nities.  

WCHC has also created 
a video, in English and low 
German, to explain to how 
to get tested for COVID-19 
(www.wchc.on.ca).

According to Reist and 
public health statistics, 
areas with many Old Order 
Mennonites are currently 
seeing a rise in cases, 
especially in Woolwich 
and Wellesley townships. 
Woolwich Rural North has 
had a total of 104 cases, 
while Wellesley Rural 

North has seen 85. In St. 
Jacobs, the numbers have 
been low, but the recent 
outbreak at Village Manor 
may mean additional 
transmission may have 
occurred. 

Cambridge physician 
Sharon Bal, part of the 
region’s pandemic control 
group, notes there may 
be more cases in the 
rural areas than are being 
reported, advising all resi-
dents to take precautions.

“We are in the red zone  
in the public health units, 
and [we are asking] that 
people should follow 
orders to limit our activi-
ties... to do essential activi-
ties only. In addition, if you 
are symptomatic report 
that to public health, and 
self-isolate pending testing 
results,” she said. Because 
... there’s not actually a 
declared outbreak, there 
are more cases in the rural 
townships, and certainly 
we think that that has to do 
with Mennonite commu-
nity members.”

While many people, 
including those in the 
Mennonite communities, 
have been following public 
health guidelines, more of 
us need to follow suit, Bal 

→FROM 1

Sean Heeger
Observer Staff

TO HELP OFFSET THE 
NUMEROUS changes in 
store this Christmas, Santa 
Claus is coming to town. 
Make that Santa Clauses, as 
his doppelgangers take to 
the streets in Wellesley for a 
fun run this weekend.

Kicking off for the 
first time in Wellesley on 
December 6, the Santa Run 
aims to give residents the 
chance to get out and have 
some fun in a very festive 
way. 

The event is the brain-
child of creators Shauna 
Johnston and Carrie 
Harman, who have previ-
ously taken part in the 
Santa Run held in Kitch-
ener. Because such events 
have largely been cancelled 
due to the pandemic, 
they chose to bring their 
own version of the event 
to Wellesley Township 
because they wanted to 
bring a little joy to residents 
during a very stressful time. 

“We did the run in 
Kitchener last year. And 
what inspired us this year 
was that all of the runs and 
events like that had been 
cancelled. And [we] also 
[wanted] to bring some 
spirit to our town this year, 
especially since things are 
so crazy,” said Johnston. 
“It’s not a timed run, so 
it’s just for fun – it’s not a 
competitive run [either].
That allows everyone to 
take their own time, take 
their own pace and spread 
out more. [We will] not 
[be] creating a large group 
running down the street at 

Wellesley Santa Run 
kicks off inaugural year 

the same time so that we 
can socially distance a little 
bit more than if you were 
in a competitive run. Even 
through COVID, you can 
still socially distance and 
bring Christmas spirit.”

The run will start at the 
Wellesley Public School 
(1059 Queens Bush Rd.), 
and participants will 
be able to take part in a 
three- or five-kilometre 
run, depending on their 
preference. The plan is to 
run, walk or casually stroll 
through town dressed as 
Santa Claus – or simply 
wearing some fun and 
festive attire –  to bring 
cheer to those who take part 
and watch. 

Harman says since they 
created a Facebook event 
for the run a little over a 
week ago, there has been 
strong feedback from the 
community. So far, they 
have 21 people confirmed 
and about 25 more who 
say may be going. They are 
expecting smaller numbers 
coming in at around 35 
to 40 people for their 
run compared to the KW 
version of the event that 
sees many more people 
turn out each year. 

Because of this, they say 
their run will be safer for 
people to come out and take 
part, but there will still be 
safety cautions in place to 
ensure physical distancing. 

Masks will not be manda-
tory as the event will be 
outside; wearing one will be 
up to the discretion of the 
participants. 

The run will take place 
Sunday December 6, start-
ing around 10 a.m.

And to have somebody 
in the small village of 
Wellesley, I mean we’re 
3,200 people in this town,” 
said Nowak in a video on 
the Islamic Relief Canada’s 
Youtube channel titled ‘A 
Bike Ride for Change in 
Wellesley Ontario, Islamic 
Relief Canada’ that docu-
ments the boys’ effort.  

The boys knew they 

added.
“Community members 

need to take immediate 
action. This is a situation 
where it is necessary to 
follow public health guid-
ance.”

The region’s decision 
to issue a section 22 order 
related to Mennonite 
communities follows a 
similar move last month 
by Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph Public Health. 
That move forced the 
closure of Old Order 
Mennonite churches and 
schools, with officials 
noting that community’s 
uptake of public health 
measures had been low.

Dr. Nicola Mercer, medi-
cal officer of health and 
CEO of Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph Public Health, 
said the step was neces-
sary.

“I do not take the issuing 
of section 22 orders lightly, 
but COVID-19 poses a 
serious health risk to the 
Old Order Mennonite 
Community and to all of us 
in the region. Sometimes 
we need to make difficult 
decisions to prevent the 
unchecked spread of this 
virus,” said Mercer in a 
release.

were going to be filmed 
throughout the day but 
thought it was going to be 
for Instagram and were 
pleasantly surprised when 
they found out it would be 
on YouTube.   

The participants say 
they had a blast doing the 
trek and definitely want 
to do one again after the 
cold weather passes. This 
isn’t the first time they’ve 

come together to volunteer 
their time to the Wellesley 
Youth Advisory Council.  

Carter Trusell, one of the 
participants, said he hopes 
that other youth in smaller 
rural communities can see 
the boys’ achievement as 
an inspiration for an effort 
of their own. 

“I think that it put out a 
message that just because 
we’re a small community, 

BIKING: Doing their part to help with an international disaster
→FROM 3 and maybe we don’t have 

the resources some bigger 
communities would have, 
you can still do something 
and you can still make a 
change,” said Trusell  

“A little thing will make 
a big difference,” added 
Khan. 

To view the video follow-
ing the boys trip visit the 
Islamic Relief Canada’s 
YouTube channel. 
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Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

BONELESS ROLLED TURKEY   

BONE IN HAM 
$2.99

/lb

FRESH TURKEY  
$3.49

/lb

$6.49 /lb
$4.49/lb

WHITE BROWN

NOVEMBER 25

3:00 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a serious single-vehi-
cle collision in the area 
of William Hastings Line 
and Township Road 14 in 
Wellesley Township. The 
preliminary investigation 
revealed that the vehicle 
left the roadway, struck 
a tree, and was then fully 
engulfed in flames. Due to 
the severity of the collision, 
the lone occupant of the 
vehicle was pronounced 
dead at the scene, and 
investigators are still 
working to determine the 
driver’s identity. Speed is 
considered a contributing 
factor in the collision, and 
investigators are trying to 
determine what led up to 
the fatal collision. Anyone 
with information is encour-
aged to call Waterloo 
Regional Police Service’s 
Traffic Unit at 519-570-
9777 ext. 8856.

NOVEMBER 26

10:10 PM | Emergency 
services responded to 
William Hastings Line in 
Wellesley Township for a 
single-vehicle collision. A 
black BMW was travelling 
west on William Hastings 
Line when it crossed the 
center line and continued 
off the roadway, striking a 
hydro pole. A 45-year-old 
Brussels man was trans-

The Waterloo Regional 
Police Service is encour-
aging the community to 
stay home for the holi-
days and do their part 
to stop the spread of 
COVID-19. 

During the month of 

ported to a local hospital 
with a serious leg injury. As 
a result of the investigation, 
the driver was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’

NOVEMBER 27

8:00 AM | The Waterloo 
Regional Police Service’s 
Internet Child Exploitation 
Unit was contacted by the 
Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police in regards to an 
investigation originating 
from the United Kingdom. 
Police received informa-
tion regarding a man who 
when in Elmira engaged in 
sexualized conversations 
posing a risk to children. 
Based on that information, 
the ICE Unit located the 
male in London, Ontario. 
With the assistance of the 
London Police Service, 
the man was arrested and 
transported to Waterloo 
Region for a bail hear-
ing. He was charged with 
making child pornography.

2 :15 PM |  Po l ice 
responded to Cox Creek 
Road and Crowsfoot Road 
in Woolwich Township for 
a collision that occurred 
after the vehicle blew a 
tire and left the roadway. 
No one was injured. The 
vehicle left the road way 
as a result of a blown tire. 
No injuries.

NOVEMBER 28

1:01 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a Hamilton Road 
address in New Hamburg 
for report of break-in. The 
complainant advised that 
he observed an unknown 
suspect inside his business, 
loading property into a van. 
The investigation remains 
ongoing. Anyone with infor-
mation is encouraged to 
contact police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

10:05 AM | A resident of 
Sandpiper Court in Elmira 
reported that his vehicle 
had been entered. The 
complainant indicated that 
his vehicle was unlocked 
and sustained no damage.  
Unknown suspect(s) took 
change and a garage door 
opener, which was later 
recovered. The investi-
gation remains ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact 
police.

10:35 AM | A resi-
dent of Snyder Avenue 
North in Elmira reported 
that a vehicle parked at 
his residence had been 
entered, indicating that 
the toolbox in the bed 
of his truck had been 
left unlocked. Unknown 
suspect(s) took miscel-
laneous tools valued at 
approximately $100. The 
investigation remains 
ongoing. Anyone with 

information is encouraged 
to contact police.

NOVEMBER 30

10:20 AM | A man 
involved in a single-vehi-
cle collision on Road 116 in 
Wellesley Township back 
on Sept. 26 faced addi-
tional charges as a result 
of the police investigation. 
The 21-year-old man was 
determined to have been 
impaired at the time of the 
collision. He was subse-
quently charged with 
‘dangerous operation,’ 
‘operation while impaired,’ 
‘operation while impaired 
- blood alcohol concentra-
tion above 80,’ and ‘oper-
ation while prohibited by 
order.’ Both the driver 
and the female passenger 
suffered minor injuries.

7:26 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police were called 
to a single-vehicle colli-
sion at Arthur Street South 
and Sawmill Road near St. 
Jacobs. A vehicle was trav-
elling south on Arthur Street, 
when the driver lost control 
of the vehicle and side-
swiped a pole on the right 
side of the roadway. The 
vehicle then spun out and 
struck a second pole. There 
were no reported injuries as 
a result of the collision. The 
driver, a 49-year-old man, 
was charged with ‘failing to 
turn out to the left to avoid a 
collision.’ 

WRPS encourage residents to stay home for the holidays 

December, WRPS will 
launch its #HomeForTh-
eHolidays campaign, 
encouraging residents 
to find innovative and 
fun things to do at home 
to celebrate the holiday 
season. 

Throughout the month, 
police will be encour-
aging people to send 
them photos through 
social media, using the 
hashtag #HomeForThe-
Holidays, of the fun they 
are having at home. 

To send photos, use 
the WRPS social media 
accounts (Twitter, Face-
book, Instagram), 
or e-mail directly to 
publicinfo@wrps.on.ca. 
Submissions will posted 
to on social media.

he continues to do both 
dryland and in-pool train-
ing,  though the pandemic 
has forced some changes. 
The diving club has public 
health measures in place, 
including increased 
screening protocols. 

With his successes to 
date, Preston said he is 

would be like with regards 
to parking. 

Louwagie said cars 
must be six feet apart and 
that there will be strict 
rules in place for people 
to not leave their cars. He 
says volunteers would 
also be on hand to remind 
people to not exit their 
vehicles. 

Michaelah Robinson 
of the Robinson Riding 
Academy says she and 
her family are happy with 
this decision to move the 
show. 

“We’re extremely 
grateful and relieved 
that it’s moved further 
away from our horses. 
We are extremely happy 
about that. When Jones 
graciously offered to host 
over there, we immedi-
ately said that would be 

wonderful if they could 
do that, but please check 
with the neighbours and 
any animals and any 
people surrounding that 
place and make sure that 
we’re not just pushing the 
problem over there,” said 
Robinson.

Moving the venue 
should make life much 
easier for her horses, she 
added, noting there was 
no sure way to ensure 
they’d all be safe. Given 
the herd mentality, if one 
horse was to get scared, 
others might follow suit. 

With the location now 
confirmed, the township 
will go ahead with the fire-
works display, arranged 
after the pandemic forced 
the cancellation of so 
many traditional Christ-
mastime activities, on 
December 11. 

FIREWORKS: Move made in 
response to neighbour’s concerns
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AWARD: Diving right in to the sport
→FROM 3

Damon MacLean
Observer Staff

New cases are spiking to 
their highest levels since 
the pandemic began, and 
the situation will get worse 
before there’s any sign of 
improvement, predicts the 
Region of Waterloo’s medi-
cal officer of health.

“If as a community we do 
not aggressively reduce our 
social interactions, we will 
spiral into a lockdown due 
to the growth in cases that 
has already occurred. It 
will get worse before it gets 
better,” said Dr. Hsiu-Li 
Wang at the weekly brief-
ing November 27.

By midweek, there were 
591 active cases of COVID-
19, a 54 per cent increase 
from the 385 a week 

COVID-19 cases up 50%

hoping to continue devel-
oping his skills, diving 
right into competitions.

When not training, 
the Grade 5 student can 
be found enjoying some 
free time hanging out 
with his friends, playing 
video games and listening 
to music, says his dad, 
Jordan Cooledge.

Officials expect things in the region will get worse before they get better
earlier. Twenty-seven 
people are currently 
hospitalized, with nine in 
intensive care.

The total number since 
the pandemic began rose 
to 3,663, of which 2,976 
have been resolved, a 
recovery rate of 81.2 per 
cent. One new fatality last 
week brought the region’s 
total to 125.

Public health officials 
are currently monitoring 
outbreaks in 25 locations, 
including Village Manor 
in St. Jacobs, where the 
disease struck 20 residents 
and 11 staff members, 
causing one fatality. 
The outbreak last week 
prompted the province 
to put the facility under 
the control of St. Mary’s 
General Hospital, which 

Monday reported posi-
tive improvements – 15 
residents are considered 
resolved cases, no longer 
at risk of infecting others 
with COVID-19 and have 
moved through COVID-19 
themselves. Two residents 
remain positive, with 
another four in hospital.

Grand River Hospital 
also reported an outbreak 
last week in one of its 
medicine units, 5S.

“Three patients who 
received care on the 5S 
unit have now tested 
positive for COVID-19. 
Two staff, who provided 
care to these patients, 
have also tested positive. 
We have processes in 
place to identify individ-
uals with symptoms and 
initiate protocols to reduce 
the risk of transmission 
to others,” said Bonnie 
Camm, GRH executive 
vice president, clinical 
services, in a release. 

The rapid increase in 
cases across the region 
sees the municipality 
remain in the “red” 
classification under the 
provincial framework, 

the final rating ahead of a 
lockdown. Wang, however, 
doesn’t expect to see a 
move in that direction just 
yet, with a decision based 
on the COVID-19 count 
over the next few weeks.

“It’s not entirely clear 
because there are no 
quantitative measures for 
lockdown. It’s a qualita-
tive assessment that red 
measures have not had the 
impact that the province 
is hoping for,” said Wang, 
noting that some GTA 
hotspots were transitioned 
into lockdowns following 
no decrease in the trajec-
tory of cases for those 
regions.

With so many new cases, 
the region has found it 
increasingly difficult to 
maintain contact manage-
ment initiatives, with 
Wang pointing out that 
residents continue to let 
their guard down in work-
place settings and often 
don’t follow public health 
measures. 

“It’s still a lot of 
contacts, and sometimes 
one person leads to several 

→CORONAVIRUS 12
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get  
your local news.
Online: observerxtra.com/about

Opinion “We renew our call to them – and all parties in 
Parliament – to take the next step and adopt 
the Australian solution – outlined in our 
October report, Levelling the Digital Play-
ing Field – to curb Facebook and Google’s 
monopoly abuses against local news.” 
said Jamie Irving, chair of News Media Canada’s working 
group, asks Ottawa to apply rules equally to US-based 
web giants.

Due to the coronavirus, 80% of Canadi-
ans say they will avoid in-person holiday 
events or gatherings this year, with 87% 
hopeful their family can still celebrate a 
great holiday season this year. Some 88% 
agree that we need to spend more time at 
Christmas focusing on those who need help. 
IPSOS poll

Verbatim The Monitor

More than a decade after the idea was first 
proposed, Woolwich councillors remain 
concerned about allowing a residential 
subdivision to be built on an Elmira property 

adjacent to heavy industrial sites.
They’re right to be worried about the ramifications of the 

Hawk Ridge Homes plan, even if it’s been revised to the point 
where township planners have signed off on it.

The situation is something of a conundrum. On the one 
hand, the land is already zoned for residential use, and as an 
infilling project meets new provincial planning priorities.

On the other, the project promises the potential for years 
of squabbling and misgivings, not to mention public safety 
threats and the resultant lawsuits, as the proposal has gener-
ated a fair bit of opposition from neighbours.

Both Chemtura (now Lanxess) and Sulco Chemicals, two 
nearby chemical producers, opposed what was then a 44-unit 
residential subdivision (it’s now been pared back to 36 units) 
on the grounds that homes would be within the immediate 
impact zone should a catastrophic accident occur at either 
plant. That alone was enough to give the township pause.

Although the worst-case scenario is unlikely to develop, 
there are greater risks, from smaller-scale leaks or fires to 
something much more common in Elmira, odour problems. 
Not to mention noise from the rail line that services those 
plants – Sulco notes a recent increase in train traffic to its plant, 
where shunting is carried out between midnight and 4 a.m.

There’s a history of issues surrounding the Union Street 
industrial area. Chemtura, for instance, was sued by neigh-
bours, eventually agreeing to purchase some of the properties. 
While the company has all but eliminated odour leaks that 
were once much more prevalent, there’s no certainty problems 
won’t arise in the future.

In assessing the subdivision bid, Woolwich would be wise to 
look at the legal issues: could it be held liable, having approved 
the subdivision, if at some later date residents there decide to 
sue over odours or other, more serious health and safety issues? 
Does the benefit of a small increase in assessment base and a 
few more tax dollars warrant being dragged into a fight that’s 
already been played out for years in Elmira? Even neighbour-
hood headaches over rail and truck traffic are likely to make 
their way back to council chambers.

Aside from the risks associated with having an industrial 
area on its doorstep, the proposed subdivision sits in an area 
with a decades-old history of contamination issues. Since the 
discovery in 1989 of traces of the carcinogen N-nitrosodime-
thylamine (NDMA) in Elmira’s groundwater, there have been 
numerous incidents and investigations of contaminants under 
the surface of land in that area.

Not just the Lanxess site – Uniroyal at the time of the initial 
NDMA crisis – but later Varnicolor Chemical and the Nutrite 
fertilizer site, which are immediate neighbours of the old apple 
orchard where Hawk Ridge Homes hopes to build.

At the Varnicolor site, some 5,000 barrels of waste were 
discovered, along with chemical storage tanks and contami-
nated soil. About 583 drums were found to be leaking on site. 
Those contained paints, solvents, non-hazardous and hazard-
ous wastes. The chemicals there had the potential to cause 
leukemia, birth defects and internal bleeding, as well as liver, 
kidney and eye damage. 

More than a decade ago, Chemtura and the owners of the 
former Nutrite plant were made to install an ammonia treat-
ment plant after that chemical was found in groundwater 
under the area.

It would not be surprising, therefore, if we were to discover 
more toxins under the ground there, a situation that could be 
complicated by the presence of a subdivision.

There are more than a few issues to be resolved, and it’s 
not as though there’s a shortage of new homes being built in 
Elmira.

Council right to have concerns 
about Elmira subdivision

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

“Love always wins. Killing 
others is a defeat,” said 

Ethiopia’s Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed in June 2018, 
shortly after surviving a 
grenade attack at a rally in 
Meskel Square in the capital, 
Addis Ababa. How was he to 
know that just 30 months after 
saying that he would have to 
stop loving and start killing?

That’s the problem with 
being a reforming zealot who 
becomes prime minister: you 
have to deal with some really 
stubborn people, and some-
times it’s hard to shift them 
without a resort to force. That’s 
why Abiy launched an inva-
sion of Tigray state on Novem-
ber 4, and so far it’s been doing 
very well.

“The next phases are the 
decisive part of the operation, 
which is to encircle Mekelle 
using tanks, finishing the 
battle in the mountainous 
areas, and advancing to the 
fields,” Col. Dejene Tsegaye 
told the Ethiopian Broadcast-
ing Corporation on November 
22.

Here we are only less than 
two weeks later, and the 
federal government’s troops 
have already captured Mekelle, 
a city of half a million people 
that is Tigray’s capital. It’s not 
clear how many people were 
hurt or killed in the fighting, 
but it went so fast that the 

Ethiopia sees another war in Tigray
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

butcher’s bill can’t be all that 
high.

In fact, it has all gone so well 
that Abiy Ahmed’s soldiers are 
probably thinking they might 
be home in time for Christ-
mas. When Col. Dejene talked 
about “finishing the battle 
in the mountainous areas 
and advancing to the fields,” 
however, he was talking about 
the nine-tenths of Tigray that 
has seen no federal govern-
ment troops at all, or at most 
a brief glimpse as they passed 
through.

Tigray is exactly the size of 
Switzerland, with about the 
same ratio of mountains to 
fields (although the mountains 
are somewhat lower). In other 
words, it is ideal guerrilla terri-
tory, and a high proportion of 
the seven million Tigrayans 
are rural people who know 
the land. Moreover, they have 
long experience in fighting the 
central government’s troops.

That was the old central 
government, of course: the 
Communist dictatorship called 
the Derg, led by Mengistu 
Haile Mariam, that murdered 
the emperor and ruled the 
country with an iron fist from 
1977 to 1991.

Tigrayans were the first 
ethnic group to rebel against 
Mengistu’s rule. They are 
only six per cent of Ethiopia’s 
population, but the Tigrayan 
People’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF) was the most effective 
of the ethnically-based rebel 
groups that finally defeated 
the Derg.

The federal government 
that took over afterwards, 
called the Ethiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Democratic 
Front (EPRDF), was formally 
a multi-ethnic alliance. In 
practice, however, TPLF cadres 
controlled most senior posts 
and prospered greatly as a 
result – a situation that contin-
ued until the EPRDF appointed 
Abiy Ahmed prime minister in 
2018.

It was a non-violent revo-
lution, conducted not in the 
streets but in ranks of the 
federal bureaucracy. Abiy was 
the ideal candidate: in religion 
and ethnicity he is Ethiopian 
everyman, with a Muslim 
Oromo father and a Christian 
Amhara mother. (In person he 
is Pentecostal Christian, and 
very devout.)

As a young man Abiy fought 
in the war against Eritrea; he 
has served as a senior intelli-
gence official and knows where 
the bodies are buried; he is well 
educated and speaks Amharic, 

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER | 8



Thursday, December 3, 2020 | THE OBSERVER O P I N I O N  |  7   

JOE
MERLIHAN 
Publisher  
519-669-5790 x107

Find Us:
20-B Arthur St. N.,
Elmira, Ontario, N3B 1Z9

Contact Us:
Phone: 519-669-5790
Toll Free: 1-888-966-5942
Fax: 519-669-5753
Email: info@woolwichobserver.com
Web: https://observerxtra.com

Social Media:
Facebook: observerxtra
Twitter: woolwichnews
Instagram: observerxtra

Professional Associations:
• Ontario Community 

Newspaper Association 
(OCNA)

• News Media Canada
• The Greater KW  

Chamber of Commerce

STEVE
KANNON 
Editor  
519-669-5790 x103

DAMON
MACLEAN 
Reporter 
519-669-5790 x101

SEAN
HEEGER 
Reporter 
519-669-5790 x102

PATRICK
MERLIHAN 
Print/Web Manager  
519-669-5790 x105

DONNA
RUDY 
Sales Manager  
519-669-5790 x104

CASSANDRA
MERLIHAN 
Graphic Designer  
519-669-5790 x109

Founded  
in 1996.

About Us:
Independent, locally-owned and the 
only weekly community newspaper 
serving the residents of Woolwich and 
Wellesley Townships.  Real news, real 
reporting concentrating on the close-to-
home issues in our communities. When 
it comes to reaching our residents, The 
Observer is unsurpassed.

Press Oversight:
The Observer is a member of the 
National Newsmedia Council - an 
independent organization established 
to deal with acceptable journalistic 
practises and ethical behaviour. If 
you have concerns about editorial 
content, contact:  519-669-5790 ext 
103  or editor@woolwichobserver.com.  
If you are not satisfied with the response 
and wish to file a complaint, visit 
mediacouncil.ca or call 1-844-877-1163 
for more information.

Subscriptions:
Annual subscriptions to The Observer 
mailed within Canada/U.S. are available 
by contacting the office or visiting 
online: observerxtra.com/subscribe

Delivery Concerns:
Issues with local delivery can be made 
online: observerxtra.com/delivery. 
Immediate issues can be directed to The 
Record by calling 519-894-3000.

Letters to the Editor:
Letters must be exclusive to this 
publication on a topic of relevance to 
the community. It must contain the 
author's name, address, contact info 
and be no more than 300 words. Letters 
may be edited for length and clarity. The 
Observer declines announcements, 
poetry, thank-you and unsigned letters. 
Deliver to: editor@woolwichobserver.
com or online: observerxtra.com/letters

STEVE  
KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

Given the lack of civility, better to call it antisocial media

licans have fanned for 
years, and it will continue 
to ravage the political and 
cultural landscape as it 
burns. Once out of office, 
Trump will use every 
bullhorn at his disposal 
to spread misinformation 
and foment violence. His 
tweets will push debunked 
election fraud lies, and he’ll 
portray himself as a martyr 
slain by a corrupt and 
unfair electoral system.”

In this regard, the failure 
to call out Trump and 
his supporters are akin 
to issues with Muslim 
extremists. When people 
carry out terrorist acts 
in the name of Islam, we 
demand that Muslim 
groups denounce such 
activities. Shouldn’t 
the same be true of the 
Republican party, which 
tacitly endorses violence, 

anti-democratic stances 
and authoritarianism by 
failing to speak out against 
Trump and those who 
support him? 

Trump is the latest and 
worst example of a trend. We 
are, it seems, increasingly 
less civil to one another.

That’s not surprising 
given the changes in our 
society. As cities grow, 
they become less personal. 
There are more “others:” 
people we don’t know, 
people who aren’t like us 
– race, class, culture. That 
makes us more defensive, 
and more likely to spend 
less time in public situ-
ations. When we’re out, 
we try our best to pretend 
the others don’t exist. The 
larger the city and the 
more crowded the area, 
the more likely we are to 
assert our personal space.

Add to that a certain 
paranoia about crime and 
you’ve got the recipe for 
a more detached society. 
Are we getting meaner, 

lowering the baseline for 
civility? Or are growth and 
shifting demographics 
making us that way, simply 
our reaction to change?

Those who live in the 
smaller communities of 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships will tell you 
they’re friendlier places 
– people are nice. That 
feeling is less prevalent 
in the region’s cities, and 
mostly absent when you 
visit larger centers such as 
Toronto.

That anecdotal evidence 
points to the effects popu-
lation has on civility, a real-
ity borne out by research. 
The greater the feeling of 
anonymity, the more rude 
we are likely to become: 
you flip the bird to strang-
ers, not to neighbours 
you’ve had over to your 
house for a cup of coffee.

Even as we become 
more crowded, we’re 
living more isolated lives. 
People used to socialize 
and communicate more 

often with people in their 
communities. We were 
more involved. Today, 
however, we’re more likely 
to spend time alone in 
front of the television or, 
increasingly, in front of 
our devices, where online 
“social” networking has 
displaced real human 
interactions. Without 
strong social connections, 
we’re more likely to be 
rude to each other.

It doesn’t help that films 
and television present 
cruelty and meanness as 
entertainment. Kindness 
is depicted as a weakness, 
with aloofness seen as a 
strong trait. Even come-
dies show kids and adults 
tossing around wisecracks 
and insults with abandon. 

We tend to be nicer to 
those people we know. 
If we are to make the 
social-media age more 
civil, we have to extend 
goodwill to strangers. Let’s 
face it, if you see a friend 
trying to pull his car out 

of a parking lot and into 
traffic, you’re going to 
stop and wave him ahead. 
That’s much less likely 
with someone you don’t 
know, especially if you 
don’t like the look of him.

There are social norms 
about interacting with 
unknown people in public, 
unwritten rules that see 
us do our best to ignore 
the fact we’re surrounded 
by strangers when we’re 
away from the privacy and 
comfort of our homes.

You can easily test that 
theory by attempting to 
strike up a conversation 
with strangers out in 
public. Most often, they’ll 
be taken aback, and wary 
of your intentions. Even 
in the case of a shared 
experience – waiting in the 
same line, for instance – 
the personal boundaries 
are intact.

Most of us are very 
particular about our 
personal space. It’s 
interesting to watch 
how people attempt to 
distance themselves as 
much as possible from 
others in places such as 
waiting rooms or on public 
transit. We try to keep 
the maximum distance 
from everyone else – it’s 
a well-studied mathe-
matical certainty, even 
before COVID-19 made it 
a prudent requirement. 
Want to put that to the 
test? Try striking up a 
conversation in an eleva-
tor, for instance. Accepted 
behaviour dictates you 
pretend there’s no one else 
there. Most people adhere 
to the rules. Curiously, 
our social nature takes 
over the minute there’s a 
shared experience: if the 
elevator stops unexpect-
edly, we’ll immediately 
begin talking to the people 
we were studiously ignor-
ing just moments before.

Still, there’s no harm 
in being at least a little 
more polite. Saying 
“thank you” is just good 

Councillors continue to have misgivings about a proposed subdivision opposite heavy industries in Elmira.

Among the many 
evils of social media, 

technologies that do far 
more harm than good, 
the attack on civility is 
among the most pervasive. 
Simply put, it’s much too 
easy to post ill-considered 
opinions and false infor-
mation, and easier still for 
people to join in.

That’s certainly the 
case with Twitter-in-chief 
Donald Trump and his 
followers. Pretty much 
everything Trump says 
on social media is a lie, 
and is flagged as such. His 
bluster spills over onto his 
followers, with profound 
implications that go 
beyond incivility to the 
prospect for violence.

That’s a real problem, 
as Kali Holloway notes in 
a piece last week for The 
Nation.

“The potential for 
violence here isn’t just 
theoretical. As ballots 
were being tabulated in 
Arizona, Nevada, and 
Pennsylvania, armed 
Trump supporters 
swarmed vote-counting 
centers, and gun-toting 
election denialists have 
gathered at Georgia’s 
Capitol as the recount 
proceeds,” she wrote. 

“An Alabama police 
captain announced via 
social media that Biden 
voters deserve ‘a bullet 
in their skull for treason,’ 
and an Arkansas police 
chief urged his followers 
to ‘throw water on [Biden 
voters] at restaurants. Push 
them off sidewalks. Never 
let them forget they are 
traitors and have no right 
to live in this Republic 
after what they have done.’ 
(Both officers resigned 
after outcries.) Claiming 
the election had been 
‘fraudulently stolen from 
us,’ a Trump supporter in 
the New York City borough 
of Staten Island advocated 
online for the ‘extermina-
tion of anyone that claims 
to be a democrat.’

“This is the fire Repub- →KANNON | 8
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Of mittens and men, and other 
wintertime considerations

with the job, no time is 
wasted getting them back 
on. That’s a plus when 
temperatures get cold.

Unfortunately, I do not 
know a single outdoorsman 
who wears mittens attached 
with strings. I suspect this 
is because of the stigma 
associated with them.

But, as I said, there are 
many good reasons why a 
fully grown outdoorsman 
could and should take 
advantage of benefits 
that mittens attached 
by strings provide. Yes, 
they create a perception 
that your mother dressed 
you, but again, this is not 
always disadvantageous.

For instance, if you wear 
mittens attached together 
with strings, no one is ever 
going to ask you to use a 
power auger or any other 
sharp tool. Nor will they 
get too angry when you 
accidentally step in their 
minnow bucket.

Even so, I know many 
outdoorsmen who would 
rather go bare-handed 
than wear their mittens in 
this manner – no matter 
how practical it is.

And, I will be honest 
here, I happen to be one of 
them.

Deep down, I know that 
this design prevents loss, 
is highly practical and 
ultimately more useful in 
keeping hands warm and 
dry. But every time I have 

taken my mittens attached 
by a string afield, some wise 
guy has made a comment or 
two that has made me feel 
a little more self-conscious 
than I’d prefer.

They’ll say things like, 
“You know you wouldn’t 
trip as much if you short-
ened the strings.”Or “You’d 
have far more mobility if 
you just wore those mitts 
on the right hands.” Or 
worst of all, “Why the 
heck would you ever lick a 
metal post?”

Stuff like that.
The point here is there 

are also plenty of good 
reasons to reject wearing 
mittens with strings – not 
the least of which, is that 
my mom is really good 
at knitting and no longer 
asks why I want three 
right-hand mittens.

Nor does she want 
anything in return. She 
just knits them. No strings 
attached.

Most Canadians do 
not consider mittens 

that are attached together 
by a string as the type of 
garment that an adult 
would or should wear. 

There’s good reason for 
this, too.

After all, these were the 
things that your mother 
foisted upon you, until 
you proved that you were 
responsible enough to not 
lose mittens. Or at least 
what I tell her every time 
she calls.

Worse still, this style 
of mitten screams out, “I 
lose so many mittens that 
someone had to intervene 
and attach a string which 
I have to thread through 
both arms of my coat.” 
And while that’s cute on 
someone in second grade, 
it’s a little less flattering 
when you are in your 50s – 
especially when it’s true.

For the outdoorsman, 
however, mittens attached 
by a string can actually be a 
practical piece of kit. After 
all, there are times when you 
are in the outdoors in winter, 
such as when tying on an ice 
fishing lure, trying to ignite 
a lighter or un-attaching 
your tongue from a metal 
pole, when mittens have to 
come off temporarily so that 
nimble fingers can do the 
task or at least text a friend 
or EMT unit for help.

In these cases, mittens 
attached by a string are the 
perfect solution. That’s 
because the mitts are right 
there, hanging within 
inches of your hands. 
And when you are done 

Brieanne grew up in 
the Orangeville area. 
She graduated from 
the Ontario Veteri-
nary College at the 
University of Guelph 
in 2019. After 
graduation, she 
worked in private 
practice as a small 
animal veterinarian 
and joined the team 
at Eldale in the 
summer of 2020. 
She loves the 
variety that comes with a day at the 
clinic and has particular interests in dermatology, 
radiology and preventative medicine. In her spare time, 
she enjoys working out and spending time outdoors. 
She currently lives in Cambridge and shares her home 
with her dog, Bruce and cat, Leo.  

DR. BRIEANNE MACKAY

150 Church St. W., Elmira
519-669-5672

New Year’s
Resolution 

Promotion  

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

For wills & powers of attorney 
completed between Dec. 1/20. 
and Jan. 31/21.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 

 $25 OFFPER
PERSON

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com
69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405

 �Woeful 
aggregate royalties 
should go to Peel 
Street bridge

To the Editor,
I thought I might offer 

an opinion about a pair 
of current  topics in our 
end of Woolwich, the 
Preston Sand and Gravel 
Winterbourne pit and the 
Peel Street Winterbourne 
bridge.

Our MPP Mike Harris 
and our premier have 
apparently gifted Winter-
bourne and Conestogo 
residents with the joy of 20 
years of never-to-be-reha-
bilitated gravel extraction, 
upwind and within sight 
and sound of our commu-
nities.

I have been doing a 
bit of research through 
the murky and depress-
ing world of aggregate 
extraction in Ontario. 
These companies pay 
virtually nothing for the 
resources they remove 
from us. It is a bit ironic 
that when applying for 
permits these companies 
tout what a valuable and 
essential industry they are, 
but then lobby hard and 
successfully when asked 
to pay for what they are 
removing.

Although a moving 
target, gravel fees are 
pitifully small. As best 
I could figure, property 
taxes on aggregate compa-
nies are the lowest of 
any and all industries in 
Ontario. Licences paid by 
these multi-million dollar 

companies are in the range 
of those paid by food trucks 
and royalties are pennies 
($0.198) a tonne,  which 
means that they pay us 20 
cents for what they can sell 
for up to $20, a 10,000 per 
cent mark-up.

It is hard to know how 
much Woolwich will gain 
from the 2,100,000 tonnes 
of gravel to be removed 
over the next 20 years, but 
may I suggest that whatever 
amount it is be earmarked 
for the Peel Street bridge 
restoration project.

That gesture would be 
a small consideration for 
the misery that this open 
pit mine will bring to our 
communities for decades 
to come.

Paul Marrow
WINTERBOURNE

Afaan Oromo, Tigrinya 
and English fluently. His 
first and most important 
job was to prise the fingers 
of the Tigrayan elite off 
the levers of government 
without a civil war.

Unfortunately Abiy’s 
approach – merging all 
the parties based on the 
various ethnic militias 
into a single ‘Prosperity 
Party’ – didn’t work. The 
resentful TPLF cadres 
refused to join, and gradu-
ally withdrew to their 
heartland in Tigray. They 
don’t yet openly advo-
cate secession, but they 
do point out that they 
have that right under the 
current federal constitu-
tion.

Whether or not the 

shooting war began with 
an unprovoked attack by 
the Tigrayan militia on 
the federal army’s base 
in Mekelle at the start 
of last month, as Abiy’s 
spokesmen claim, it was 
bound to end up here. All 
Tigray’s cities have now 
been taken by federal 
troops, but almost none of 
the rural areas.

This could be a brilliant 
victory for the federal 
troops that puts a swift 
end to the fighting. It’s 
more likely to be the 
result of a decision by the 
TPLF leadership to skip 
the conventional battles 
they were almost bound 
to lose, and go straight to 
the long and bloody guer-
rilla war that they might 
eventually win.

That would mean 
secession, in the end, for 
they can never win power 
back in Addis Ababa. The 
risk is that if the war goes 
on long enough, other 
major ethnic groups may 
break away from Ethiopia 
as well. Abiy’s loosening 
of the tight centralized 
control that prevailed 
under the emperor, the 
Derg and the TPLF has 
already unleashed ethnic 
and sectarian violence 
that has rendered two 
million Ethiopians home-
less.

Abiy recently got a 
PhD in peace and secu-
rity studies from Addis 
Ababa University, but 
he’ll be concentrating on 
the ‘security’ part for the 
foreseeable future.

manners – your mother 
should have taught you 
that – as is holding open 
a door, or at least making 
sure it’s not slamming into 
the next person’s face. 
Metaphorically, the same 
should apply to our digital 
interactions. 

That kind of thing 
should go without saying. 
That it doesn’t tells us 
we’ve got a long way to go.

DYER: There's very little peace on the horizon
→FROM 06

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

KANNON: 
Straying from 
the golden rule

→FROM 7
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

Business The Kitchener-Waterloo Association of Real-
tors last week elected Nicole Pohl, a real 
estate agent with RE/Max Twin City Realty 
Inc., as the organization’s new president, 
succeeding Colleen Koehler, who becomes 
past president. 

Women made up more than one-third of all 
new appointments to the boards of Cana-
da's 100 largest publicly traded companies 
in the last six years, finds a research report 
conducted by KPMG in Canada. Almost all 
now have at least one female director, a jump 
of nearly 30% since the country's 'Comply or 
Explain' gender diversity mandate came into 
effect in 2014. 

KWAR elects new pres. Women on board
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It's that time of year! 
Our Christmas Tree is ready
 for Food Bank donations. 

Please help us support our community 
by donating Grocery Gift Cards! 

All donations go to support 
Woolwich Community Services!Call our Clinic TODAY to book your first appointment with Aden

We’re excited to welcome 
our New Physiotherapist 

ADEN GREEN!
ADEN HAS BEEN AN AMAZING ADDITION 

TO OUR TEAM AND SHE'S LOOKING FORWARD 
TO HELPING YOU GET BACK TO LIVING PAIN FREE!

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

IT WAS FOUR MONTHS 
AGO when the Children 
and Youth Planning Table 
(CYPT) launched the 
Youth Impact Survey (YIS), 
a first of its kind in the 
country, aimed at getting 
information directly from 
young people between the 
ages of 9 and 18. 

Working with the Cana-
dian Index of Wellbeing at 
the University of Waterloo, 
UNICEF Canada, and the 
Ontario Trillium Founda-
tion, the survey was devel-
oped to align with the 
Canadian Index of Child 
and Youth Well-being – a 
framework developed by 
UNICEF Canada – to better 
understand the lives of 
children and youth. The 
goal is to track progress for 
youth wellbeing and help 
guide changes that can be 
made to help those facing 
challenges in Canada. 

Some 300 youth from 
Waterloo Region partici-
pated in the survey, giving 
feedback on their state of 
wellbeing.

The latest set of results 
cover their input on four 
topics: “we are connected 
to the environment,” “we 
are protected,” “we are 
secure,” and “we are happy 
and respected.” 

Alison Pearson, 
manager of community 
engagement and planning 
with CYPT, says the new 
data – much like the data 
from the other six focus 
areas – show that the 
youth of Waterloo Region 

Wellbeing survey 
show region's 
youth lag averages
Latest set of data show that young 
people are not doing that well

are not doing as well as 
they’d like.

“In a lot of cases, though 
not all, but in a lot of cases 
where we have a Cana-
dian stat to compare to, 
again Waterloo Region 
during this time of COVID 
is faring less well. So 
two [statistics] that were 
standing out to me were 
the reports of young 
people experiencing 
homelessness or hidden 
homelessness. About one 
in 10 respondents (10.8 per 
cent) indicated that they 
have had that experience, 
versus 3.8 per cent in 
Canada as a whole. I just 
noticed that as a higher 
number than I expected to 
see,” said Pearson. 

Another statistic that 
stood out to her came 
from the section “we are 
happy and respected,” 
which shows that almost 
two in 10 respondents 
(18.3 per cent) reported 
finding most days quite a 
bit or extremely stressful. 
The national comparison 
number comes in at 12.5 
per cent.

To garner more infor-
mation from youth, 
CYPT has been – and will 
continue to hold sense 
making opportunities with 
young people. Pearson 
says through the month 
of December there are 
plans to host two or three 
sessions virtually with 
youth to gain more insight 
from them on their wellbe-
ing and the survey. 

She says they also plan 
to disaggregate the data 

→SURVEY 12

Donita Menary was so taken with the products, she bought the store and moved it to Elmira. Damon MacLean

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

IT WAS IN THE MIDDLE 
of the pandemic, July 15 
to be exact, when Donita 
Menary chose to take a 
new path as she was at a 
crossroads in her career. 
Working in retail her 
entire life, she wanted 
something new for herself 
and by sheer luck, her 
sister-in-law found a store 
that was up for sale. It 
took only a day, but she 
ended up purchasing O&V 
Tasting Room and decided 
to move it from Cambridge 
to Elmira. 

The business offers up 
different flavoured oils 

and balsamic vinegars, 
in addition to a variety of 
locally made and gourmet 
items.

Long interested in the 
health-food business, 
Menary tried dabbling 
in it at her previous job 
and was even looking 
into opening a store a few 
years back. Instead, her 
new venture is now a focal 
point of the downtown 
core, having set up shop in 
the old Kitchen Kuttings 
building at the corner of 
Arthur and Church streets. 

“There’s a lot of gour-
met things. I have short-
breads they’re all made 
from a small company 
called Provisions[in the] 

Hamilton area. They do 
jams and really delicious 
shortbread. And then we 
have organic sugar from 
Snyders [Heritage] Farms 
[and many other items]. 
You see a little bit in the 
grocery store now, but 
most of these are trying 
to stay to small boutiques 
because they’re hand-
made, and they want to 
remain upscale,” said 
Menary. 

She says she likes to 
carry local goods, and has 
had many people come 
in asking for her to carry 
their products. Because 
she is so new and her 
space is limited, she says 
she just cannot accom-

modate all the requests, 
but she expects to grow in 
the future and carry more 
items as she sees what 
residents really like to 
purchase, something she’s 
discovering since a soft 
opening on October 29.

As the name implies, the 
key focuses of the estab-
lishment are the olive oils 
and balsamic vinegars. 
Menary offers a wide 
variety of these products 
that range in flavours 
from Italian herb olive 
oils to chocolate balsamic 
vinegars. 

While not every flavour 
is going to appeal to every 
customer who walks 

→O&V 12

New Elmira venture is a healthy 
food store, says owner
As the name implies, O&V Tasting Room is all about the variety of oils and vinegars, 
along with fresh and local food, a reflection of owner Donita Menary's tastes 
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production that seques-
ters carbon in the ground, 
rather than releasing it 
into the atmosphere.

It’s a proactive measure 
to help farmers show 
society they’re sustain-
able, to help them with 
profitability and to help 
Nutrien demonstrate 
it’s taking responsibility 
for how its products are 
used. Potash production 
is expected to keep rising, 
as farmers everywhere 
strive to produce more 
food on the same amount 
of land, and fertilizer is 
a key ingredient in their 
quest. 

All this points to support 
for sustainability, the kind 
everyone is pulling for. 
The term is omnipresent, 
consumers want it to be 
more than a marketing 
gimmick, and govern-
ments and business are 
getting behind it.  

Hey Kids! Let’s fill our communities 
with plenty of snow creations this year.

1. Make a snow 
creation & name it.

2. Take a picture with 
creator(s).

3. Upload photo.
4. See it in the 

Observer & online.

observerxtra.com/snowday
More details and photo upload:

The Observer will donate $5 / 
photo uploaded to Woolwich 

Community Services.
Advertising credit up to $500 to 

help promote their essential programs.

New indications have 
arisen that suggest 

politicians and big busi-
ness believe Canadians are 
behind farmers’ efforts to 
keep us fed in a sustain-
able manner.

Provincially and 
federally, farm-related 
announcements over 
the past week or so have 
directed huge sums to 
farmers.

The biggest was from 
federal Minister of Agri-
culture and Agri-Food 
Marie-Claude Bibeau, 
who announced more 
than $690 million for 
egg, chicken and turkey 
farmers over the next 
decade.

It’s a compensation 
payment for protected 
market access that was 
conceded by the federal 
government during trade 
negotiations with Europe 
and the Pacific Rim.

Canada wanted freer 
trade with these giants 
but had to give up some-
thing to get it, which 
meant removing certain 
restrictions imposed at 
the border to protect our 
supply-managed sectors. 
Historically, that’s 
prevented imported 
dairy and poultry 
products like cheese 
from being sold here at 
reasonable prices.  

It was an inevita-
ble concession. Major 
countries we trade with, 
including the U.S., had 
long criticized Canada for 
keeping closed borders 
for such products, while 
simultaneously demand-
ing greater access to their 
markets. It couldn’t last.  

But Canadian farm-
ers have come to rely on 
these protected borders 
and said they should be 
compensated for lost 

markets. That resulted in 
Ottawa opening the vault 
in August of 2019 and 
announcing a $1.75-billion 
long-term program for 
dairy, then following up 
last week with compen-
sation for poultry and egg 
producers.

That kind of money 
wouldn’t change hands 
if Ottawa didn’t think 
taxpayers were behind it.

The same goes for the 
pro-farm sentiment waft-
ing through Queen’s Park, 
among the Conservative 
government that rural 
Ontario largely helped 
elect. 

Agriculture was all 
over the recent provincial 
budget. To begin with, the 
province committed to 

increase rural broadband. 
The pandemic underlined 
how much we all rely on 
electronic communica-
tions and shone a spotlight 
on the woefully inade-
quacy of rural Internet 
here. Providers have 
claimed they can’t afford 
to service rural areas; it’s 
amazing this situation has 
been allowed to fester for a 
long as it has.

The pandemic also 
underlined that our 
food production system 
needs and deserves to be 
supported. It really did an 
amazing job of providing 
food during the pandemic, 
and while affordability is 
an issue, for the most part 
supply is not.

To help offset invest-
ments made to reduce 
the business operation 
disruptions owing to 
the pandemic, the prov-
ince dedicated $25.5 

Canadians believe in farmers' efforts to produce sustainable food
million over three years 
to a program called the 
Agri-Food Prevention 
and Control Innovation 
Program. 

It also committed more 
to seasonal workers, to 
agricultural and horti-
cultural societies that 
produce annual fairs, and 
to trying to finally open 
up more interprovincial 
trade.

And here’s an inter-
esting program: a Saska-
toon-based company 
called Nutrien, the world’s 
largest potash producer 
and third-largest nitro-
gen fertilizer producer, is 
trying a new approach to 
try to get farmers to look 
at carbon credits as an 
opportunity rather than as 
a pain in the neck.

The program will see 
the company buy carbon 
credits from farmers 
who practice sustainable 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

INSTEAD OF BEING OUT 
ON the ice, the Elmira 
Sugar Kings have seen 
their season put on ice due 

Waiting to play, Sugar Kings launch fundraising campaign
to the pandemic.

Originally hoping to see 
hockey return by Decem-
ber 2, the junior B team is 
now looking to see if the 
Greater Ontario Junior 
Hockey League’s plan for 

a January 15 start comes to 
pass. And even if a season 
does come to pass, things 
will look a whole lot differ-
ent, most noticeably a lack 
of fans in the seats.

The team has managed 

to hold some practices, 
but even those sessions 
have been cut back due 
the region’s move to “red” 
on the provincial scale, 
forcing more restrictions 
on the arena.

While the Kings are 
seeing lower costs, reve-
nues have been reduced 
to essentially zero. 
Bridging that gap was the 
impetus for a new fund-
raising effort launched 
this week. The team is 
selling T-shirts right 
through Christmas.

“We desperately need to 
raise money to help pay for 
costs and do all the other 
things that we need to 
do to help keep our team 
afloat. So, that was one 
of the ideas the executive 
came up with, and a good 
one,” Jeff Snyder, the 
team’s director of hockey 
operations, said of the 
project.

“Hopefully we can raise 
some money through our 
fans to help keep us going 
here. Our goal is to start 
the season January 15, but 
that’ll be without fans. So, 
we don’t have that revenue 

coming in that we would 
normally have from our 
fans, which is a big, big 
chunk of revenue for us. 
We are trying to come up 
with other ideas to raise 
money to keep the team 
alive here, and I think 
the T-shirt fundraiser is a 
great idea.”

This is the first time 
something like this has 
been done by the team. 
Usually, fans are able 
to purchase souvenirs 
and other merchandize, 
however, with no one able 
to watch the game, those 
items probably will not be 
up for sale. 

The fundraiser started 
Tuesday and will run until 
December 25. Shirts are 
available for $25.

The T-shirts were 
designed and produced by 
Jeremy Weber, owner of 
PK Sportswear. Weber says 
he has been a supplier to 
the Kings for a few years 
now. 

What he has come out 
with for the fundraiser is 
different than anything 
else before, he says, and 
there are three different 

styles to suit everyone’s 
needs. 

“I guess the design on 
these [is] going to be differ-
ent than anything that 
we’ve offered elsewhere, 
like it has the standard 
vintage that they’ve used 
in the middle but then the 
slogan [is] a little bit more 
to do with supporting the 
local team, which is not 
something that’s part of  
the regular spirit wear that 
we’ve been offering,” said 
Weber. 

He says there are 
designs for men, women 
and youths, offering fans 
the chance to get some-
thing that fits them best.

Weber says there is a 
$6,000 fundraising goal 
that can be tracked on the 
sale website. 

Moving through the 
next little while, no 
matter what happens 
with the team’s start date, 
Snyder says everyone in 
the organization is work-
ing hard to ensure there 
is a hockey season for the 
Sugar Kings.

“I think that we’re doing 
everything in our power to 
have a hockey season for 
players. A lot of it is out of 
our hands. We’re in the red 
zone now in our region, 
so we wouldn’t be able to 
start under these circum-
stances, because you’re 
only allowed to have 10 
players on the ice. But we 
are committed to having 
a season, when we can 
safely do that for players 
and our staff,” he said. 

Fans can purchase the 
shirts until Christmas at 
elmirasugarkings.itemor-
der.com/sale. 

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca
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HOME HARDWARE STORES LIMITED  34 Henry Street West, St. Jacobs

Joe Ament
Paul Ament
Brian Anstett
Kelly Atkinson
Richard Badke
Jeff Baillie
Larry Bast
Cindy Battler (R)
Randy Beitz
Dan Bender (R)
Dave Bender
Karen Bender
Pat Bender
Yvonne Bender
Deb Benham
Frank Beraro
Phil Bousfield
Richard Brenner
Todd Brimley
Larry Brunkard
Will Buddell
Gary Burkitt
Jennine Camm
Ruth Carmichael
Alvin Carter 
Matt Carter 

Jeff Cassel
Blaine Chisholm
Dennis Clifford
Jaye Coghlin
Fraser Collinson
Joe Cormier
Joey Coxon
Ken Cressman
Mark Cressman
Wendy Culp-Wing
Allan Dale
Suzanne Danis-
Harkness
Michelle Deline
Sean Deline
Jeff DeVries
Cathy Dewar
Lynn Diebold
Jim Donkersgoed
Sharon Duff
Rick Dunphy
John Dyksterhuis
Paul Edwards
Michele Esch
Doug Fallis
Art Fast
Brad Fisher

Jacqui Friedmann
Bruce Gabel
Don Gascho
Rob Giles
Bernie Gohl
Bruce Gooding
Gerry Grubbe
Brad Haffner
Cory Haugerud
Tammy Hehn
Joe Henry
Paul Hergott
Marg Herron
Bonnie Horst
Daniel Howe
Stan Hubble
Dan Hutchinson
Tracey Jones
Denise Jordan
Sandy Jordan (R)
Stephanie Kavanaugh
Cathy Kelly
Ken Kennery
Brian Kerr
Pete Kiertscher
Andy Klonikowski
Lynn Kratz 

Audrey Kropf (R)
Tony Krotz
Trian Kun (R)
Joan Lackner
Shawn Lavoie
Dan Legault
Kevin Leis
Steve Leith
Junior Lewis
Will Lincoln
Terry Little (R)
Ron Logie
Julie Logel-Doll
David Ludington
Mark Lussier 
Al MacDonald
Kathy MacDonald
Dan Marchesan
Joel Marks (R)
Jeff Martin
Kevin Martin
Jane Martz (R)
Kevin Mayberry
Brad McBeth
Keith McCluskie
Gary McInnes
Dennis McLachlan

Randy McLaughlin (R)
Chris McLeod
Doug McNee
Karlene Mears
Ann Metzger
Lisa Meyer (R)
Carl Michalek (R)
Brian Miller
Randy Miller
Rosanne Moore
Todd Mowbray
Ron Mugford
Paul Near
Kathy Neeb
Clarence Nieuwhof
Jana Nelson
Kim Noonan
Michael Oehring
Mark Pardue
Tim Payne
Nelson Petersen
Shelley Plein
Dave Pope (R)
Jamie Pope
Tammy Porter
Audra Prescott
Doug Psutka

Steve Rajcak
Bernice Reed
Brian Reed
Ed Reitzel
Matt Richardson
Randy Riff
Craig Ritchie
Peter Roberts
Robert Rock
Greg Ropp
Darwin Rose
Don Roswell (D)
Rod Roth
Don Rumig
Glen Runstedler
Brian Sage (R)
Chris Sauer
Don Schade
Scott Schalk
Bill Scheeringa
Fran Schill
Janine Schill
Jim Schlueter (R)
Darryl Schneider
Dale Schultz
Donna Schultz
Rod Schultz

Quintin Schwartzentruber
Sue Schwartzentruber
Grace Scott
Dave Senek
Bruce Shannon
Doug Shantz (R)
Paul Sharratt
Jim Sheppard
Linda Shoemaker
Gerry Smeding
Scott Smibert
Barb Smith
Mike Smith
Wayne Smith
James Smithers
Jim Solomon
Sheila Solomon
Brian Stoner
Greg Storey
Ernie Streicher
Stan Stroh
Jay Talbot
Rob Thoman
Dick Tibben (R)
Tino Tomadini
Murray Townsend
David Tucker

Rick Turner
Todd Uhrig
John Vanderwelle
Dave Verbeek (R)
Daniel Verville
Jeff Verwey
Dana Waters
Brian Wagner (R)
Rob Wallace
Darrell Weber
Dave Weishar
Steve Weltz
Calvin Wenzel
Andy Westberg
Holly White
Larry Whyte
Don Wilson
Joanne Winfield
Dean Wittie
Laurie Wittie
Ben Wong
Trevor Woods
Melody Ziegler
Mike Ziegler Sr.
Mike Zuk (R)
Rhonda Zuk 

Other 25 Year Members:

Other 40 Year Members:

Steve Allgeier
James Bell
Linford Bowman
Gord Braid 
 
 

Nancy Braid (R)
Bob Broughton 
Raylene Cooper
Rod Courtemanche
Scott Courtemanche
Jim DeLong
Murray Dowler (R)

Bruce Ernst
Matt Esch
Rich Fierling
Dave Fischer
Richard Fleet (R)
Marvin Gingrich
Darryl Gromeder

Dave Gromeder
Judy Hackbart
Brent Horst (R)
Don Karcher
Barb King
Brian Kostal (R)
Ben Krause

Derril Linseman
Wayne Loos
Dale MacPherson 
Brian J Martin (R)
Judi Martin
Merle Martin (D)
Dianne McTavish

Don Miller
Todd Ritter
Karen Sauder
Brian Schneider
Cathy Shulist
Robert Solomon
Rick Somers

Jamie Stevens (R)
Lynn Stumpf 
Brent Surnoskie
Al Taylor
Tim Tomiuk
Greg Turney
Joe Voll

Bert Weber
George Wright
Steve Yensen

(R) – Retired  |  (D) - Deceased

Edgar McIntoshLeonard Boyes Tim Dietrich

Mario Durocher Heather Glogowski 

Winn Faries 

would like to congratulate its 
dedicated Team Members who 
have contributed to its success!

This Year’s InducteesYear25

This Year’s InducteesYear40
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Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to 
purchase gift cards online to the 
local Woolwich businesses you love!

Our NEW Shop Local 
Gift Card Program! 

  reg.

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

OPEN FOR WALK INS

December Savings
Chrome
Books

APPLE 
MacBook Air

$49999

i5-5300 2.3hgz, 8gig Ram,
500gig, 14" screen 

Windows OS

Lenovo
T450

$44999 Dell Latitude 
E6420

$29999

FROM

Blowout

iPad 5
32GB 9.7” Screen

$29999

UNLOCKED
iPhone - 6’s $16900

FROM

intel i5 (2520m), 2.5ghz, 
8gig Ram, 500gig HDD, 
14" Screen, Windows OS

iPad Air-1
16GB

$18999
FROM

FROM

$199

Special!

STARTING AT

Second
Location  920 St. David St. N.

FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16 GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32 GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HP ProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE 
MacBook Pro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519- 20 B Arthur St N.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

BESIDE THE OBSERVER www.realitybytescomputers.com

through the doors, she 
notes the wide variety 
will definitely give people 
at least one new favour-
ite flavour to leave with 
happily. 

She says the best thing is 
to come in and experience 
the variety along the walls 
because that is the best 
way to get to know the ins 
and outs of oil and vinegar. 

“A lot of people don’t 
understand oil and vine-

over the next few months 
so they can further break 
down the information 
from subgroups of youth. 

Starting in spring 2021, 
the YIS will roll out an 
enhanced version for 
more youth to give their 
feedback. Pearson says 
in addition to getting 
feedback from Waterloo 
Region youth, two other 

gar until they actually 
come down and taste it 
and cook with it. Once you 
make something from one 
of these, it’s like your taste 
buds are alive. That’s all I 
can say [because] when I 
bought it (the store), I went 
and tried Italian herb. 
My sister-in-law said, ‘oh 
you gotta try the Italian 
herb,’ so I did. I could not 
stop thinking about it. I 
thought about it all night 
long – all I could remem-

communities will take 
part. At this time the 
other two communities 
are currently not known, 
however, the hope is to 
get more information 
– including allowing 
communities to tailor 
questions to get specific 
information from youth 
in the region. 

This information comes 
from youth from various 

ber was that taste. When I 
finally got the store, I took 
some home and I made 
chicken, the exact same 
recipe I always have. And 
my daughter said, ‘this is 
the best chicken you ever 
made,’” said Menary. 

Given that we all have to 
eat every day, adding some 
ingredients to bring out 
the flavours of our food 
and make the experience 
more enjoyable is a fine 
idea, she added.

Donita Menary has been receiving additional help from her sister, Betty Whetham.  Damon MacLean

O&V: Coming in and tasting different products is what 
really helps people differentiate the options, she says

→FROM 09

backgrounds, genders and 
ages across the region. 
In total, 89.9 per cent of 
respondents were from 
one of the region’s three 
cities, while 10.1 per cent 
lived in one of the four 
townships. 

For more information or 
to take part in the sessions, 
visit the website at  www.
childrenandyouthplan-
ningtable.ca.

SURVEY: A snapshot of how young people are doing
→FROM 09

dozen. And sometimes, 
one outbreak leads to 
several hundred. The 
number of cases that come 
up every day is only the 
tip of the iceberg because 
it is associated with many 
times more contacts and 
settings that are at risk, 
which exponentially 
increases the number 
of investigations and 
follow-up that we have to 
do.”

Making note of the 
numbers, regional Chair 
Karen Redman said the 
whole story takes in not 
just the cases, but how 
the community has come 
together to deal with the 
crisis.

“I’d like us all to start 
seeing this pandemic as 
more than just numbers. I 
know it’s easy to focus on 

the daily numbers, rising 
cases today and dropping 
cases tomorrow: It makes 
for easy conversation and 
makes for easy headlines. 
But the reality is the true 
story of this pandemic is 
not told to the numbers 
alone. I’m confident that 
history will show the story 
of this pandemic in our 
community and how it 
responded...  and most 
importantly how we work 
together to move through 
these difficult times,” she 
said.

In neighbouring 
Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, there were 145 
active cases at midweek, 
down slightly from 150 a 
week earlier. That catch-
ment area’s cumulative 
total was 1,401, of which 
1,216 (86.8 per cent) have 
been resolved. There have 

been a total of 40 fatalities 
since the pandemic began, 
including one in the past 
week.

The province is still deal-
ing with a spike as the total 
number jumped to 118,199, 
an increase of more than 
10,000 in the past week. 

There have been 3,663 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a fall-
ing mortality rate of 3.1 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
100,012 cases (84.6 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
66,037 active cases, up 
from 57,435 a week ago. 
That brings the total to 
378,139 confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 nationwide 
since the pandemic began, 
with 12,130 related deaths, 
a mortality rate of 3.2 per 
cent.

CORONAVIRUS: Hospitalizations lagging case numbers
→FROM 05
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Gift Ideas

Discover our local businesses | discover.observerxtra.com

Christmas

Free Delivery, No Minimum Toll Free: 1-855-669-2201

ELMIRA
1 Union Street, Ont N3B 3J9

Phone: 519.669.2201

ELORA
99 Geddes Street, Ont N0B 1S0

Phone: 519.846.5540

schelters.ca

Hi-Tech for
theHolidays!

Today’s Top Brands
Tech for your office!  

CANON MG2525 
Print - Scan or Copy 

Sale $ 79.99Sale $ 79.99

Stores Open Monday to Friday 8:30am - 5:30pm (COVID REDUCED HOURS)

NEW!
TECH 

SUPPORT
TECH 

SUPPORT
Repair, Upgrade and Install Service
Now available     In-store or Onsite

ADESSO G2 
GAMER HEADSET 

PC, Xbox, Playstation Compatible 
Illuminated 

Sale $ 39.99*
Reg. $ 44.99

Sale $ 39.99*
Reg. $ 44.99

ADESSO - GAMER MOUSE+
KEYBOARD COMBO

Back lit coloured effect & Hot keys

Sale $ 49.99*
Reg. $ 59.99

Sale $ 49.99*
Reg. $ 59.99

AOC GAMING MONITOR
27" CURVED SCREEN

Active Matrix  
Sale $ 279.99

Reg. $ 329.99
Sale $ 279.99

Reg. $ 329.99

DLINK DIR-300
Improve and Extend 

Wireless Signal @  Home
with this plug in Range Booster

Sale $ 34.99
Reg. $ 39.99

Sale $ 34.99
Reg. $ 39.99

ADESSO WEB CAM  
Cybertrack H4

Speakers and 1080P adjustable Focus
ACER - ASPIRE 15.6” 

As Shown
$ 494.99
As Shown
$ 494.99A315-33-P8HD

2 GREAT CHAIRS - 
ONE GREAT PRICE!

Sale $ 74.99
Reg. $ 94.99

Sale $ 74.99
Reg. $ 94.99

Reg. $ 94.99Reg. $ 94.99

Sale $ 259.99Sale $ 259.99 Reg. $ 299.99Reg. $ 299.99

Fully Ergonomic Canadian Made Quality from Global
IBEX mesh and OVERTIME upholstered

Work Well at Home with these better chairs
10 + Leather and 20 + Fabric Upholstery Colour Options

40 Arthur St. S. Elmira Ontario N3B 2M7 | 519.669.8225

www.kitchenkuttings.com

 

Drop in & see our display for sale, or place an order & we’ll put together the product combination
of your choice. On Large Orders of 100 baskets or more, we appreciate one weeks’ notice.

For smaller orders we ask for 24 hour-notice if possible, however, rush orders can be accommodated.

CASE IH GIFTS GET 
THE BIGGEST SMILES

Receive a $20 rebate on toy purchases!*

Receive a $20 instant rebate for every $100 spent on ERTL toys via 
instant rebate as a line item discount on the customer invoice at the 
point of sale.  Offer applies to eligible products purchased between 
November 1, 2020 and December 31, 2020 at participating Case IH 

dealers.Submission must be received no later than January 31, 2021 
to ACB.  Offer is nontransferable. Offer subject to change or 

cancellation by CNH Industrial at its discretion.

Battery
Truckload PRICes

Batteries for: Trucks, Select Auto, UTV, 
Lawn & Garden, Tractors, & Big Rigs
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Read a local best  
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Arts Christopher Plummer is the focus of the 
Stratford Festival’s next two Thursday 
night viewing parties. Tonight (Dec. 3), 
it’s Shakespeare’s The Tempest featuring 
Plummer as Prospero. Next week (Dec. 10) 
sees Plummer as Julius Caesar in George 
Bernard Shaw’s Caesar and Cleopatra. 
www.stratfordfestival.ca

Arts Awards Waterloo Region doled out the 
virtual hardware Nov. 27 to 11 recipients. On 
the list were Cathy Ross, Pam Patel, Gary 
Kirkham, Crystal Mowry, Glodeane Brown, 
Erin Bow and Alysha Brilla, who received Arts 
awards. Behnaz Fatemi was recognized as an 
emerging artist, while Judith Stephens-Wells 
was feted as a arts philanthropist and David 
Connolly for lifetime achievement.

Plummer on tap Regional arts awards

Accreditation 
Number: 38988

Tues, Thur - 9am-7pm
Mon, Wed, Fri - 9am-5pm

Same Care. New Hours.

The women of the Grand Harmony Chorus take their show online this weekend, an alternative to the usual busy Christmas concert season. Submitted

Celebrating Christmas with a virtual cabaret show
Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

DECEMBER’S ARRIVAL 
WOULD TYPICALLY SEE 
the Christmas concert 
season move into high 
gear. But as with almost 
all live music this year, 
such outings aren’t on the 
agenda.

That new and tempo-
rary state of reality has 
prompted the Grand 
Harmony Chorus, the 
region’s female a capella 
show choir, to go virtual, 
offering both a perfor-
mance and a fundraising 
auction.

“This is the first time 
we’ve ever done anything 
like this. ... This is one way 
that we could still produce 

our Christmas show and 
kind of work together 
online,” explained Carrie 
Debrone, the group’s 
performance chair.

The prerecorded variety 
show will be lighting up 
the homes of anyone 
interested, streaming on 
YouTube from Decem-
ber 4-6. The goal for the 
35-minute program is to 
allow the Grand Harmony 
Chorus – a group of nearly 
45 women – to perform 
after the unplanned hiatus 
and to share in the holiday 
spirit while raising funds 
for the group and the 
Women’s Crisis Services of 
Waterloo Region.

“Due to the pandemic 
this year, we couldn’t have 
any live performances. 

So we got a Christmas 
committee together to 
brainstorm and come up 
with a new idea of how 
we can get our Christ-
mas songs out to the 
community and just give 
them a little bit of cheer,” 
explained the group’s Jane 
Stoltz of the impetus for 
the online show.

The range of options 
inherent in a cabaret-style 
show is what makes 
this year’s performance 
special, she added.

“We have made a variety 
of things. We have our 
favorite songs, a Christ-
mas medley of Silent 
Night. We have some 
soloists. We have some 
quartets that are from our 
chorus,” said Stoltz. “And 

then we had a trio form 
as well, from our chorus. 
We have a lot of talented 
members within our 
chorus that break out into 
little snippets of chorus 
groups. And that’s what 
we’d like to do.” 

In addition to the 
performance, the group is 
running a silent auction 
to include a fundraising 
option into the mix via the 
silentauctionbiz.com plat-
form (silentauctionbiz.
com/auctions/ghchorus).

“Usually when we have 
a live Christmas concert, 
we always have gift 
baskets in a silent auction/
live auction, so we decided 
to do an online silent 
auction. We have about 
45 items – we’ve got a 

Corvette ride for a couple 
of hours, which would 
happen next summer, of 
course; someone is donat-
ing their cottage up in the 
Muskoka for three nights; 
we have Beanie Babies, we 
have necklaces, we have 
gift certificates to restau-
rants. So this is a bit of 
something for everyone.”

A portion of the dona-
tions and money raised 
will go towards Women’s 
Crisis Services of Water-
loo Region. The not-for-
profit was chosen since 
they help support more 
women in the region, 
which the choir is passion-
ate about, said Stoltz, 
noting the recipient was 
chosen “because we are a 
women’s group and... part 

of our value system is that 
we support other women’s 
groups that are in need in 
the community.”

Stoltz encourages 
everyone to partake in the 
festive event’s first iter-
ation as a way to get into 
the holiday mood.

“Tune in to YouTube 
on December 4 at 5 p.m. 
and sit back in the comfort 
of your home, grab a cup 
of tea or cocoa and enjoy 
the show – it’s going to be 
playing all weekend long. 
As well, our silent auction 
will be starting actually on 
the Thursday and running 
through right ’til Monday 
at 6 p.m. So just sit back 
and enjoy, and we hope 
you feel the Christmas 
spirit.”

Grand Harmony Chorus offering up online shows and fundraising silent auction this weekend



THE OBSERVER | Thursday, December 3, 2020 | 15 

Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

h
r@

h
om

eh
ar

d
w

ar
e.

ca

Responsible to the Retail Store Manager for providing courteous 
and efficient service to the public and Team Member customers. 
Provides customers with advice on appropriate merchandise 
and related items. Cashier duties as required: Takes cash, credit 
card, and debit card payments by using PRISM. Ticketing and 
replenishing merchandise; mixing paint; loading customer 
orders. General housekeeping of shelves and merchandise on 
display. Some heavy lifting as required. Other services required 
by customers.

Ability to work a flexible schedule including weekends, evenings 
and holidays. Good knowledge of hardware, plumbing and home 
renovations would be an asset. Friendly and helpful attitude toward 
customers. Good communication skills.

Hours  8:00am - 4:30pm Saturdays
Noon - 5pm Sundays
7/8:30am - 5:30pm Weekdays

INTERESTED CANDIDATES, PLEASE VISIT HomeHardware.ca/
careers TO APPLY!

Krista Gromeder, Recruitment Coordinator, Human Resources 
Phone: 519-664-2252 ext. 6208

Job Application Deadline: Monday, December 7, 2020

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, 
only qualified candidates will be contacted for 
interviews. We will accommodate the needs of 
qualified applicants under the Human Rights Code 
in all parts of the hiring process.

Our St. Jacobs Retail Store currently has the following opportunity...

Sales Associate (#834)
40 Hours Per Week

Help Wanted  ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

Don’t miss out on this 2+2 bdrm open 
concept bungalow! Spacious eat-in 
kitchen w/island & quartz counter 
tops. Bright great room w/hardwood, 
F.P. & walkout to patio. Vaulted ceil-
ing in great room. Master suite w/
walkout to patio & hot tub, 4 pc en-
suite & walk-in closet. 2nd bedroom 
or office. Main flr laundry. Finished 
basement w/huge rec room with F.P. & 
wet bar. 2 additional bedrooms & 3 pc 
bath. Hardwood flooring in rec room 
and lower bdrms. California shutters 
throughout. $799,900.00  MLS 

43 Roberta St., Elmira

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

Just Listed | Drayton | $389,000
2 bedroom townhouse in great location. Affordable for first time buyers or a 
great investment. Mls Call Dale direct.

100 Acre Farm
100 acre farm. 82+ acres workable, 17 acre bush, 4 strand fence around 
perimetre, 1 cover all 30 x 72. Land has been in organic pasture past 10 years. 
Mls Call Dale direct.

 ♥ Table padding 
Lay newspaper underneath a table cloth 
on your kitchen or dining room table. It’s 
an excellent replacement for expensive 
padding, and will help protect your 
table from spills and other damage.

For Sale
GLIDER ROCKER 
WITH OTTOMAN, 
very nice $150 o.b.o. 
Curio cabinet 21" x 
21" wall mounting, like 
new $40 o.b.o. Call  
519-669-2298.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

SPECTRUM NOIR 
ALCOHOL MARKERS 
- 304 black barrel. 
A few missing for a 
complete set. Some 
well used, most brand 
new, some doubles. 9 
ink refills and colour-
ing videos included as 
well. $150 o.b.o. Call 
519-589-1581.

Auctions
LIVE AUCTION OF  
TRACTORS, MACHIN-
ery, and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 
232 Turnberry-Cul-
ross Rd. West, 2 miles 
north west of Wing-
ham (Highway 4 north 
of Wingham, left on 
Turnberry-Culross), 
for Ken and Beth Baer, 
on Friday, Decem-
ber 4th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber  Auct ions  
519-699-4451.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-
7539 or email ron.
spncr@gmail.com

Personals
SECOND STRONGEST 
A D D I C T I O N ? 
Gambling! *Causes 
30% of suicides. * 
loses houses, loses 
spouses. Gamblers 
Anonymous meeting, 
Rockway Centre, 1405 
King St. E., Kitchener. 
Mondays 6:45 p.m. 
"except holidays".

Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  Town
Parents Names

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2020

Email photos & caption information to:  ads@woolwichobserver.com

Monday, January 4, 2020 

Deadline for submission & payment

+hst
$40

BOOK EARLY!

Full colour photo of your little one published in the January 7, 2020 edition.
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519-575-4400
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519-669-1647
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COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT/  
SIGN VARIANCE COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF HEARING
MONDAY, December 21, 2020 at 4:30 P.M.

Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96

TAKE NOTICE THAT the Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet on:

for the purpose of hearing all persons interested in support of or opposition to any of the following 
applications as described below.

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offices will 
not be permitted.  Below is information on how you can submit comments, view or participate in 
the meeting.  You may also contact the Committee Secretary by sending an email to planning@
woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the meeting 
as follows:

• view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township Youtube channel at 
the following link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ  OR

• participate by REGISTERING with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on Friday 
December 18th. To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6040.  
When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email and the application 
number you would like to comment on.  Once you are registered the Committee Secretary 
will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or 
conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and have 
the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the Committee Secretary 
(see above information).  You will not be required to speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we know which 
application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time to comment if you 
wish to do so.  As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security that is necessary to prevent 
unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting.  Applicants and their consultants will be automatically 
registered and contacted accordingly by the Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township office at 24 Church Street West, 
Elmira and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 

You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any comments / concerns 
however, this is not considered a formal comment. 

The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications.  All submissions must 
be made no later than 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 15th (Note that this date is before the 
meeting).  Any submissions received will be included in a comment package and presented at the 
meeting.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is 
available to the general public at the Committee of Adjustment hearing.  Please note that while the 
Committee may redact some personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers, 
your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.

This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located within 60 
metres (200 feet) of the subject properties.  If you wish to be notified of any last minute changes 
to the agenda (i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must contact the Committee Secretary at  
519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca.

APPLICATIONS
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 25/2020 – Marhome Farms Ltd.,  790 King Street North

ZONE / USE: Agricultural(A), Stockyards Industrial / Commercial Area (C-8) and Site 
Specific Regulations 26.1.164 / single detached dwelling, dairy operation, accessory buildings 

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from Section 6.40.11 of the Value Added 
Farm Use regulations to establish a 180 square metre dairy processing and retail operation:

a) ahead of the building line; and

b) outside of the existing cluster of farm buildings.

The proposed building and associated parking area are to be within an approximate 750 square 
metre area of operation situated on the west side of the farm lane immediately north of the C-8 
zone limit.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 28/2020 – Linda Hirzer, 5 Dunke Street North,  Elmira
ZONE / USE: Residential – Commercial (R-6) and Site Specific Regulations 26.1.45 / 

veterinarian facility

PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing to construct an 18 square metre enclosed entry at 
the front of the existing veterinarian facility and is requesting relief from the following:

a) Section 6.10.2 d) to reduce the required building line setback adjacent to a street (Dunke 
Street North) from 6 metres to 0 metres (to extend the current setback of a portion of the 
building); and

b) Section 26.1.45 ii) to increase the total floor area of all buildings used in connection with the 
veterinarian facility from 210 square metres to 228 square metres.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 26/2020 and CONSENT APPLICATION B 20/2020 – Steven and 
Sarah Frey and MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 27/2020 and CONSENT APPLICATION B 21/2020 
– Jason and Ada Showalter,

FREY PROPERTY:  624 Arthur Street North, GCT Parts Lot 90, Plan 58R13831 Part 1

SHOWALTER PROPERTY:  Vacant Land Reid Woods Drive, GCT Part Lot 90

ZONE / USE: Agricultural (A) / single detached dwelling, accessory building and barn (624 
Arthur St N) and vacant land (Reid Woods Dr)

PROPOSAL: The applicants are proposing a lot line adjustment, to sever equal portions, 
to straighten the property lines and improve field operations.  To facilitate the proposal the 
following is being requested:

• Minor Variance A 26/2020 (Frey) – to recognize a reconfigured undersized parcel of land 
located at 624 Arthur Street North in the Agricultural zone containing approximately 5.7 ha. 
whereas 40 ha. is required;

• Minor Variance A 27/2020 (Showalter) – to recognize a reconfigured undersized parcel of 
vacant land located on Reid Woods Drive in the Agricultural zone containing approximately 
16.5 ha. whereas 40 ha. is required; 

• Consent B 20/2020 (Frey) – to sever a vacant parcel of land containing approximately 9,457 
square metres (0.94 ha.) from the rear of 624 Arthur Street North and convey it as a lot 
addition to the vacant lands on Reid Woods Drive; and

• Consent B 21/2020 (Showalter) – to sever an irregular shaped vacant parcel of land containing 
approximately 9,457 square metres (0.94 ha.) from the vacant lands on Reid Woods Drive and 
convey it as a lot addition to the rear of the property at 624 Arthur Street North.

SIGN VARIANCE APPLICATION SV 2/2020 – Joseph’s Place Breslau LP, 208 Woolwich Street 
South, Breslau

ZONE / USE: Residential Mixed High Density with Design Guidelines (R-7A) and site 
specific provisions (26.1.353) – four storey apartment building

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from the following Ground Sign regulations 
in Sign By-law 32-2015:

• Section 12.2 to reduce the required setback from a lot line abutting a street (Woolwich Street 
South) from 3.0 metres to approximately 1.3 metres;

• Section 12.2 to reduce the required interior lot line setback from 1.0 metre to approximately 
0.8 metres; and

• Section 12.9.e to reduce the required setback from a lot line abutting a street (Woolwich Street 
South) from 3.0 metres to approximately 1.3 metres;

to permit the installation of a ground sign outside of the existing hydro easement area.  The 
proposed sign will be approximately 1.7 metres in height with a sign face area of approximately 3 
square metres, which is in conformity with the Ground Sign regulations.

NOTICE OF DECISION:  Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will be sent to 
owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who register for the meeting.  If 
you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment in respect to this application, 
you must submit a written request to the Committee Secretary or register ahead of the meeting.  
This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS:  Anyone in opposition to a decision 
may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.  The Tribunal may dismiss an 
appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant did not make oral or written submissions to the 
Committee of Adjustment before a decision was given or does not provide a reasonable explanation 
for having failed to make a submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should you have any 
questions.  Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or 
by email to planning@woolwich.ca 
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•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com
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COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Office – Open for select services
Please use online or phone where possible or book appointments with staff 
in advance. 
For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-
1647. For health information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Aquatics
The pool is open for pre-registered aquafit, lane, family swim and swim lessons, visit: Woolwich.
ca/swim

Check Before you Rec
At all facilities in the Region, we encourage you to Check before you Rec, to review our facility 
guidelines, visit: Woolwich.ca/RecCheck 

Fitness
Visit: Woolwich.ca/fitness 

Walking Track 

The WMC Walking Track is open for limited, pre-registered use, visit: Woolwich.ca/track

Woolwich Stay Home, 
Stay Active Webpage
Visit: Woolwich.ca/StayActive 

Local Business Resources
We are excited to introduce our NEW Shop 
Local Woolwich Gift Card Program! Visit  
www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to 
list your business! For business support call 519-669-
6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Remediation Advisory Committee (RAC) Meeting
Thursday, December 10, 2020

6:00 p.m. Public Meeting
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offices will 
not be permitted. Below is information on how you can participate in the meeting. You may also 
contact the Support Specialist by sending an email to lschaefer@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-
669-1647, ext. 6112 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view the meeting by

REGISTERING with the Support Specialist on or before 12 noon on Tuesday, December 8th. To register 
please email lschaefer@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-1647, ext. 6112.  Once you are registered 
the Support Specialist will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom 
Wi-Fi login or toll-free conference call number). 

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. Children under 
five and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be kind to those 
unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
There are ways we can still stay connected to family and friends while staying home. Although 
we can’t meet up in person right now, we can still stay connect by phoning a family member or 
old friend, enjoying a virtual coffee with coworkers or going old school and handwriting a letter 
to someone important to you.

As we begin to prepare for the holiday season, Ontario is providing preliminary advice on how to 
safely celebrate this year and protect you and your loved ones. 

To learn more, visit. https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59338/celebrate-the-holiday-
season-safely 
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting We support our

Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES    ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

& LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

Property MaintenanceProperty Maintenance
St. JacobsSt. Jacobs

Residential 
Driveway 
Blowing 
- Elmira Only

Commercial Snow 
Removal & De-icing

www.stjacobspropertymaintenance.ca
Tel: 519-503-5296
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Thank You 
I would like to thank everyone  

for the many comforting  
sympathy cards that I received  
on the passing of my daughter 

Karen Pond. 
Sincerely,  

Marg Hillis 

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Donald Marvin Knechtel
Donald Marvin Knechtel, formerly 
of Kitchener went home to be with 
God. He died at Owen Sound hospital 
November 23rd, the day before his 
64th birthday.

Beloved father of Tannith McCarthy 
of Peabody. Loving grandfather of  
Tyrelle, Devonte, Shaelyn and Jashon.  
Don will be dearly missed by his  
parents (Raymond) Alfred Knechtel 
and Gladys (Scheerer) Knechtel and 
his siblings Sharon Knechtel, Dennis 
(Nettie) Knechtel, Doris Klenot (Larry 
Duncan), Brenda Bushell, Maynard 
(Brenda) Knechtel, Christine (Paul) 
Black. He was predeceased by his 
brother-in-law Christopher Bushell.

A celebration of his life will be held at 
a later date when it is safer to gather.

I want to express a heart felt  
thank you to all who helped 

me celebrate my 100th Birthday 
with your thoughtful cards, 

goodies, and warm wishes. I feel 
truly blessed to be part of such a 

supportive community. 

Vernon Sauder and family.  Barbour, Gary
Passed away peacefully at his home 
surrounded by his family on Saturday, 
November 28, 2020 at the age of 67 
years. Beloved husband of Gundi 
Barbour of Glen Allan for over 43 
years. Loving father of Nick and 
his wife Cheryl Barbour of Fonthill. 
Devoted grandpa to Ellie and Jack. 
Fondly remembered by his siblings 
Gail Barbour, Cathy Napier (Steve), 
Laureen Barbour, Marc Barbour 
(Tricia); sister-in-law Chris Bruckert 
(Brent Ward); many nieces, nephews 
and their families. Predeceased by 
his parents Ken and Laura Barbour. 
Gary graduated from the University 
of Waterloo as a Systems Engineer, 
worked for Sun Life for over 35 years 
and eventually retired from IBM in 
2016. He was a true renaissance man; 
enjoying the arts, reading, nature and 
his cats. A dedicated member of the 
Elmira Curling Club, he loved walking 
the Trans-Canada Trail, and canoe 
trips to Algonquin Park with his son. 
He instilled an appreciation of nature 
and beauty, and a deep love of reading 
in his family and grandchildren. 
Cremation has taken place. A 
celebration of life will take place at a 
later date. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to the Trans-Canada Trail: 
The Great Trail or Myeloma Canada 
would be appreciated by the family 
and may be made at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

 

 
A Continuing Tradition Of Trust & Reassurance 

Christopher W. Franklin  
Funeral Director  

Thank you Thank you Obituary Obituary

Happy Birthday 
Jordan Hudson!

Love, Cassandra

Birthday

BRIGGS, JEAN GRACE (NEE SCHWEIGERT) - 
Passed away at Derbecker's Heritage House in 
St. Jacobs on Saturday, November 28, 2020 at 
the age of 94.

GROSE, RUTH (MURIEL) - Of Alma passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, November 22, 2020 in her 
91st year.

WEAVER, DOLLY CATHERINE (HAMEL) - Our 
cherished mother Dolly died peacefully at 
Derbecker's Heritage House in St. Jacobs in her 
99th year.

WEBER, DOROTHY CAROLINE (NEE RUPPEL) - 
Passed away peacefully on Tuesday, December 1, 
2020 at Derbecker's Heritage House in St. Jacobs 
at the age of 101.

WEBER, OWEN W. - Passed away peacefully 
at his residence, RR1, St. Jacobs, on Monday, 
November 23, 2020, at the age of 65.

Death Notices

NOTICE TO THE RESIDENTS OF  

THE TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY 

Budget Consultation Notice

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Wellesley 
will be reviewing the DRAFT municipal budget for the year 
2021, with the intent to pass a By-law to adopt a budget 
pursuant to Section 290 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as 
amended. The first public consultation meeting for the 2021 
budget will be held virtually via Zoom and live streamed 
on YouTube on December 14, 2020 starting at 9:00 a.m. 
and ending at 4:30 p.m.

Additional consultation meetings (if required) will be held 
on December 16th and 18th. You are welcome to attend the 
meetings, however if you wish to speak or if you require 
further details or information, please contact 

Grace Kosch,  
Township Clerk  
519-699-3946 or 
gkosch@wellesley.ca

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

 ↆPUZZLE SOLUTIONS

In Memoriam

Israel ‘Isey’ Weber 
June 20, 1936 – December 5, 2013
Dearest Isey,
Seven years have gone by. 
Lovingly we hold you dearly  
close within our hearts, 
To walk with us day by day  
throughout our lives, 
Until we meet again. 

Sadly missing you, 
Sally, family and friends. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

 ♥ Cleaning 
Windows 
Using an old 
newspaper to 
clean windows 
works better 
than a cloth 
for preventing 
streaks. For 
even better 
results, use a 
vinegar-and-
water solution 
instead of 
a chemical 
cleaner.

LOCAL. INDEPENDENT. ALWAYS.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here Dec. 5 is International Volunteer Day, a 
day that the UN has dedicated to appre-
ciating volunteers since 1985. This year 
the theme “Together We Can” aims to 
thank volunteers for their services. The 
Volunteer Action Centre Waterloo Region 
is encouraging residents who are will-
ing and able to also consider doing so. 
www.volunteerWR.ca

The Weather Network’s winter forecast 
for Ontario says December should bring a 
period of consistent early winter weather, 
but they expect January and February will 
bring extended periods of very mild weather. 
An active storm track across the region will 
bring a heightened risk for major winter 
storms with heavy snow, ice, and rain.

Volunteer Day An eye on the weather

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Lewis
Lewis is a licensed technician at the Oriole Parkway Location. 
He has been with us for 9 years. 
Lewis is a Father to his 3 children and celebrated his 7th year 
wedding anniversary in August with his wife. He enjoys sports 
and spending time outside. 

Jennifer Shouldice has been homeschooling her children Emmet, Breea and Scarlett.  Sean Heeger

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

BEING AT HOME 
DURING THE school day, 
isolated from classmates is 
a new experience for many 
students forced by the 
pandemic to make adjust-
ments to their routines. 
The changes have been 
much less pronounced for 
those kids already being 
homeschooled, but their 
days are different, too.

Parents homeschooling 
their children may have 
taken them on outings, for 
instance, but such options 
are limited these days. 
Helping her peers find 
ways to keep their kids 
connected to others is the 
goal of Elmira’s Jennifer 
Shouldice, a mother and 
occasional teacher.

Homeschool Kids Unite, 
is a weekly hangout held 
for kids in a homeschool 
setting – held virtually – 
so those who are new to 
the homeschool system, 
or who have taken part in 
the practice for some time 
and just want to connect 
with others, can have the 
chance to have fun and 
reach out to others during 

this time of staying apart. 
Shouldice says she 

started this because she 
wants connections with 
other kids who are home 
this year.

“I am hungry for 
connections with other 
children who are home 
this year. Some chil-
dren are home this year 
because of COVID, others 
have been homeschooling 
for a long time. This is our 
first year homeschool-
ing, so my kids are not as 
connected with other chil-
dren who are also home-
schooling, and some of 
those other regular meet-
ups are more difficult this 
year because of COVID, so 
this idea of doing Google 
Meets inspired from 
working with kids,” said 
Shouldice. “I thought this 
could be fun for kids who 
are home; since this year 
I am homeschooling, we 
can try this also. Mainly 
this growth is out of the 
hunger for connection, 
I want to get connected 
with other kids who are at 
home.”

Her initiative started 
earlier this week, and will 

→ MAYO CLINIC 23

Bringing homeschooled kids together ... virtually
Elmira mother launches online group as a way to help develop connections despite the pandemic

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I'm 
interested in trying CBD 
for knee pain. I see CBD 
for sale everywhere – 
even at gas stations. How 
do I figure out which kind 
to buy? Are CBD products 
that are available without 
a prescription safe and ef-
fective?

ANSWER: When it 
comes to trying products 
made with cannabidiol, 
or CBD, that you can buy 
without a prescription, 

be careful. There's some 
preliminary research 
that shows potential 
benefits of using CBD for 
certain medical problems, 
particularly pain, sleep 
disorders and anxiety. 
But at this time, there's 
no consistent oversight 
to ensure the purity and 
safety of nonprescription 
CBD products, or to verify 
claims manufacturers 
make about them. Before 
you try CBD, talk to your 
health care provider.

CBD is a chemical 
found in marijuana, but it 
doesn't contain tetrahy-
drocannabinol, or THC, 
the psychoactive ingre-
dient in marijuana that 
produces a high. The typi-
cal formulation of CBD is a 
liquid that you take orally. 
But CBD is sold as an 
extract, a vaporized liquid 
and an oil-based capsule, 
too. There also are many 
CBD-infused products, 
including food, drinks and 
beauty products.

The only CBD product 
specifically approved by 
the Food and Drug Admin-
istration is Epidiolex, a 
prescription medication 
that's used to treat two 
types of epilepsy: Lennox-
Gastaut syndrome and 
Dravet syndrome. Aside 
from Epidiolex, which is 
approved nationwide, laws 
vary from state to state 
regarding other forms of 
CBD.

CBD production is not 
tightly regulated. That 

Oversight of nonprescription CBD products doesn't exist
means it's difficult to 
know exactly what's in 
the CBD products for sale 
in your community or 
if the dose listed on the 
container matches what 
actually is in the prod-
uct. Some CBD products 
include chemicals and 
herbs, such as echinacea, 
that may or may not be 
listed on the label. One 
study of 84 CBD products 
bought online found that 
more than one-quarter of 
the products contained 

less CBD than labeled. In 
addition, THC was found 
in 18 of those products.

At this time, there is 
no definitive evidence to 
support the effectiveness 
of nonprescription CBD 
to treat specific medical 
problems. But research 
is ongoing into CBD as a 
treatment for a wide range 
of conditions, including 
pain, sleep disorders, anxi-
ety, Parkinson's disease, 
schizophrenia, diabetes 

→ HOMESCHOOLING 24
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

 ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for 
non-profit local events that are offered free to the public. 
Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate 
events, open houses  and similar events do not qualify for 
free advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions 
are to be made online at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8
 ▢ Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD). Join WCHC 

virtually at 6:30 p.m. using Zoom to learn signs & 
symptoms of Depression & Seasonal Affective Disor-
der during the winter season. Learn strategies for 
coping, & how to say no if you just aren't up for social-
izing. Facilitated by Laura McShane, CMHA.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND: 
RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL NEEDS

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich 
Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the antic-
ipated unprecedented needs that many 
Woolwich residents will experience due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  However, the WRSF will 
continue to address ongoing needs experi-
enced by Woolwich residents long after the 
pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further support 
that otherwise would not be accessible for the 
ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide for 
the individual.

While eligibility practices and an applica-
tion process are in place, it should be noted 
that in unique, complex, crisis and acute 
circumstances funds may be provided at the 
discretion of the Fund Review Committee, 
assuming the core criteria of the fund are met.

Fund Administrator:   
Woolwich Community Services

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9
 ▢ Menopause: Pre and Post Solutions. Join us virtu-

ally using Zoom at 2 p.m. Dr. Anita Kieswetter, Doctor 
of Naturopathy and Maria Boehm, NP at WCHC will 
talk about menopause from multiple perspectives. 
You will have the opportunity to ask questions and 
talk about any concerns you may have. Email gberi-
hun@wchc.on.ca.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14
 ▢ Coping with the Holiday Season during the 

Pandemic. Join us at 1:30 p.m. virtually using Zoom. 
How do we find light & hope in such uncertain time 
during the pandemic? Join WCHC to explore ways 
to manage feelings & disappointments & create your 
plan for coping & finding moments of joy this holiday 
season. To register email gberihun@wchc.on.ca

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

THE CORONAVIRUS 
MAY HAVE TAKEN 
the festive out of many 
people’s holiday season, 
but for those experienc-
ing the first Christmas 
without a loved one or 
dealing with seasonal 
affective disorder, this 
time of year can be 
particularly tough.

With that in mind, the 
Woolwich Counselling 
Centre has partnered 
with Bereaved Families 
of Ontario on a digital 
presentation called 
“Anything But Merry.” 
The December 9 virtual 
education session 
addresses the emotions 
and challenges of griev-
ing during the holidays. 

“Our agency is very big 
about partnering with 
other community agen-
cies to provide services 
that are needed in the 
community. And this is 
definitely a need that we 
see and we recognize,” 
said WCC’s Naveen 
Bengert of joining with 
Bereaved Families of 
Ontario.

She notes it’s normal 
for those dealing with 
grief to have difficulties 
around this time of year. 

“Here we are, it’s 
Christmas, or whatever 
holiday it is for people 
that they celebrate. It’s 
time to gather, it’s time 
to be with family, to 
share in traditions. And 
individuals who have 
lost somebody in their 
life may find that those 
things are interrupted 
or omitted, or that the 
rest of the people around 
them expect them to be 
happy, to kind of go with 
the flow. It’s Christmas, 
and they’re not actu-
ally feeling that way. So 
there can be a number of 
stresses that happen for 
them in regards to social 
obligations, responsi-
bilities, like feeling like 
they have to put on a 
brave face or a happy 
face.”

Dealing with that 
situation is what the 
presentation is all about, 
Bengert added.

“It’s going to be iden-
tifying the differences 
that individuals who 
have lost a loved one 
may be experiencing 
, feeling, thinking in 
comparison to those of 
us that have not or are 
not dealing with that 
issue over this time.” 

In addition to loss, 
many people may be 
seeing the symptoms of 
seasonal affective disor-
der (SAD).

“Seasonal affective 
disorder impacts one 
out of every four of us, 
so it’s quite signifi-
cant,” explained WCC 
colleague Beth Mason, 
who notes some of those 
symptoms manifest as 
what we call ‘the holiday 
blues.’

“SAD is characterized 
by that feeling or lack of 
energy, kind of negativ-
ity, irritability, anxiety. 
Sometimes there can be 
a weight gain or a weight 
loss, feeling exhausted, 
and really that lack of 
motivation,” she said. 
“That happens with 
the lack of light that we 
experience in the winter 
months here. And then 
that lack of light, what 
that’s doing is impact-
ing our serotonin level, 
which is that mood-en-
hancing chemical that 
helps to make us feel 
better.”

The centre typically 
sees an increase in 
the number of people 
seeking help for SAD-re-
lated counselling. With 
the holidays and the 
pandemic ongoing, 
counsellers this year felt 
it was necessary to run a 
workshop surrounding 
SAD and how to cope 
with it.

A common suggestion 
would be to travel, but 
that has been placed 
under restrictions 
with the pandemic and 
COVID-19 measures. 
Other recommendations 
include being outdoors 
even if there isn’t much 
sun, sitting by a window, 
light therapy, exercise, 
and asking your doctor 
if you should be taking a 
vitamin D supplement.

To match the fog 
many feel throughout 
the darker months, a 
presentation is set for 
January 26 to help those 
in need.

WCC has continued to 
run services through-
out the pandemic, but 
has moved to mostly 
virtual since the region 
has been placed into the 
“red” category of the 
provincial framework 
for reopening.

“Anything But Merry” 
is set for December 9 at 
7 p.m. To register, email 
info@woolwichcounsel-
ling.org or call  
519-669-8651.

Counselling centre offers 
virtual advice for coping 
with a blue Christmas

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 
 ▢ Christmas Take-Out Dinner @ Gale Presbyterian 

Church (10 Barnswallow Dr, Elmira). Menu: Ham 
& Scalloped Potatoes, Veggie, Cranberry Salad,  
Bread with butter, Apple Dessert - $12.00. RSVP 
between Dec. 4 - 11. 519-669-2852 office@
galepresbyterian.com
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If you like brownies 
and cookies, then 

you'll love this dessert

The best brownies 
balance their sweet-

ness with deep chocolate 
flavor accented with a 
bit of salt to bring out the 
chocolate's complexity. 
They're rich and chewy 
with a pleasant, dense 
fudginess and a crackly, 
shiny top. So why not 
make a brownie in cookie 
form?

To maximize the choco-
late's complexity, we used 
both melted bittersweet 
chocolate and cocoa 
powder plus a good dose of 
salt, which helped inten-
sify the chocolate flavor. 
The key to chewiness was a 

mix of butter and vegetable 
oil and using both baking 
soda and powder ensured 
that the cookies would 
spread just enough and 
crackle on top, giving them 
showstopping appeal.

Whether you're saving 
these for your own cookie 
jar or gifting them to 
others, you'll probably 
want to make an extra 
batch. These might not 
even make it past the cool-
ing rack.

Chocolate Brownie Cookies
 ▢ 1 cup (5 ounces) 

all-purpose flour

 ▢ 1/4 cup (3/4 ounce) 
Dutch-processed cocoa 
powder

 ▢ 1 teaspoon baking 
powder

 ▢ 1/4 teaspoon baking 
soda

 ▢ 3/4 teaspoon table 
salt

 ▢ 10 ounces bitter-

sweet chocolate, 
chopped, divided

 ▢ 3 tablespoons vege-
table oil

 ▢ 1 tablespoon 
unsalted butter

 ▢ 2 tablespoons whole 
milk

 ▢ 1 cup (7 ounces) 
sugar

 ▢ 2 large eggs

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

1. Adjust oven racks to 
the upper-middle and 
lower-middle posi-
tions and heat oven to 
300 degrees. Line two 
rimmed baking sheets 
with parchment paper. 
Whisk flour, cocoa, 
baking powder, baking 
soda and salt together 
in a bowl; set aside.

2. Microwave 6 
ounces of chocolate, 
the oil and butter in a 
medium bowl at 50% 
power, stirring half-
way through micro-
waving, until melted, 
about 3 minutes. 
Whisk milk into the 
chocolate mixture 
until combined.

3. Using a stand mixer 
fitted with the whisk 
attachment, whip 
sugar and eggs on 
medium-high speed 
until very thick and 
pale, about 4 minutes. 
Remove the bowl 
from the mixer. Add 
the melted choc-
olate mixture and 
whisk by hand until 
uniform. Fold in the 
flour mixture with a 
rubber spatula until 
thoroughly combined 
and no dry pockets 
remain. Fold in the 
remaining 4 ounces 
of chocolate.

4. Using a 1-table-
spoon measure or 
#30 scoop, scoop 10 
heaping-tablespoon 
portions of batter onto 
each prepared sheet 
(you should have 20 
cookies total). (Use 
a soupspoon to help 
scrape batter from 
tablespoon, if neces-
sary.) Bake until the 
cookies are puffed 
and covered with 
large cracks (cookies 
will look raw between 
cracks and seem 
underdone), about 16 
minutes, switching and 
rotating sheets half-
way through baking.

5. Let the cookies cool 
completely on sheets, 
about 30 minutes. 
Slide a thin spatula 
under cookies to 
remove from sheets. 
Serve. (Cookies can 
be stored in an airtight 
container at room 
temperature for up to 
three days.) 
 
Recipe note: We 
developed this recipe 
using Ghirardelli 60% 
Cacao Bittersweet 
Chocolate Premium 
Baking Bar and Droste 
Cacao Dutch-pro-
cessed cocoa powder. 
 
Makes 20 Cookies

It’s still Christmas Tyme in Wellesley
Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

It may look a little 
different, but it will 
be Christmas Tyme In 
Wellesley again this year. 
Typically a one-day event, 
the holiday celebration 
will be spread out over 
three days to meet the 
demands of a physically 
distancing world.

The changes allow 
the festivities to go on, 
even if modifications are 
required, says Jacque-
line Gingrich, one of the 
event’s organizers.

“In the years past, we’ve 
had a whole day of events 
– a visit with Santa with 
preschoolers and Mrs. 
Claus; we’d have a story 
time with snacks, and 
then a live nativity scene. 
We have our traditional 
parade, carol singing – all 
things that you can’t do 
this year,” she said of the 

adaptations needed this 
year to ensure the festive 
tradition would continue.

Gingrich says the team 
looked at many options 
for how they would run 
this year’s event. Some 
suggested to take the influ-
ence of other communities 
that have been running 
reverse Santa Claus 
parades, having Santa 
ride by as people stayed at 
home, for instance. 

“We thought that our 
community is very small, 
and that we didn’t want 
people sitting out in the 
cold – it can be sometimes 
quite cold, and you just 
never know the weather 
on that weekend. So we 
thought that maybe [we’d] 
get everyone involved in 
doing Christmas lights,” 
said Gingrich.

Thus Christmas Tyme in 
Wellesley’s parade of lights 
was born. This year there 
will be a map available 

on the event’s Facebook 
page that will feature 
residents and businesses 
in town that have deco-
rated their properties in 
lights. Currently, there are 
22 locations registered for 
the map. Businesses that 
generally enter a float into 
the nighttime parade can 
place it in front of their 
property for people to 
view.

There are also several 
awards to be given out 
for the event. A poll will 
run on the Facebook 
page the Sunday of the 
event and be online for 24 
hours with the following 
categories up for grabs: 
best business display, 
best group display, best 
residential display, 
best traditional display, 
best animated/musical 
display, best colourful 
display and best kids’ 
creation.

“We’re going to do gift 

baskets or gift certificate 
to some kinds of local 
businesses, so trying to 
keep it all in the commu-
nity,” said Gingrich.

With the kids’ creation 
contest, organizers asking 
kids to take pictures of 
what they did and then 
submit for consideration,  
she explained.

Gingrich encourages 
anyone interested in 
adding their property, 
business or group to the 
map to sign up and to 
keep up to date with the 
event through the online 
account,

“I would say the 
number-one thing is to go 
to our Christmas Tyme in 
Wellesley Facebook page: 
all the details are there, 
you can register there, 
your house or your busi-
ness. Hopefully, people 
can have their stamp [on 
it] and make it a little 
fun.”

1. Make a snow 
    creation & name it.
2. Take a picture with 

creator(s).
3. Upload photo.
4. See it in the 

Observer & online.

observerxtra.com/snowday
More details and photo upload:

The Observer will donate $5 / 
photo uploaded to Woolwich 

Community Services.
Advertising credit up to $500 to 

help promote their essential programs.
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 ACROSS
1. ___ lamp
4. Volcanic glass
11. "Prince ___" 
("Aladdin" song)
12. "Beat it!"
13. In installments
16. Cleopatra's 
love ___ Antony
18. Declaim
20. Thermonu-
clear bomb
22. Pretentious sort
24. Schuss, e.g.
25. Female 
reproductive 
part of a plant
27. System of 
spititual healing
29. Alexander, e.g.
31. "___ pales in 
Heaven the morn-
ing star": Lowell
32. Bluecoat
35. Drain

37. Affirmatives
39. ___-Israeli 
relations
41. Is this thing __?!
42. Halogen salt
45. Crumbly 
mixture of clays
46. Big roll
48. Pink, as a steak
51. ___-tzu
52. Manx, e.g.
53. Road off a 
main route
55. Extinct bird
56. Tropical vege-
table related to taro
57. Born, in bios
58. Put one's 
foot down?
60. Cunning
61. Constitutes
62. Baltic capital
64. Crys-
tal ball user
65. Deuce topper

DOWN
1. Light
2. "Ah, me!"
3. Passerine birds
4. "Look here!"
5. Sour soup
6. Good, long bath
7. ___-eyed
8. Preposition
9. Eager
10. Penpoints
14. Particles
15. Arabic for 
"commander"
17. 27, to 3
19. ___-tac-toe
21. A kiss, up 
real good, off
23. Audition tape
25. Song of joy
26. Ponzi 
scheme, e.g.
28. Breath-
ing problem
30. Music genre 

that lossley trans-
lates to "The Beans 
are not salty"
33. Face-to-
face exam
34. Catch-22
36. Produce
38. Mysteri-
ous: Var.
40. Vodka and 
tomato juice
43. "Ars amato-
ria" poet
44. High-
lands hillside
47. Linda ___, 
Supergirl's alias
49. Barley bristle
50. #13
52. 'Monop-
oly' square
54. Initially
59. Another 
word for rose
63. "Fancy that!"

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword 
is only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

 ↆ X - W O R D

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

 ↆ S U D O K U

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 8am - 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK

 ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Advent 2

On the Road to Repentance

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Erv Wiens preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 ↆ For 25 years, confident 
cooks in the know have relied 
on America's Test Kitchen for 
rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional 
test cooks and vetted by 
60,000 at-home recipe testers. 
See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

How do we find light and hope in such 
uncertain times during the pandemic?

Explore ways to manage feelings & 
disappointments, & create your own 

plan for coping & finding moments of 
joy this holiday season.

Facilitated by Jannah Tudiver, 
MA, RP, CCC, Psychotherapist at WCHC

Monday, December 14, 2020 
from 1:30 – 3:00 pm

�is event is FREE but registration is required. 
To register, email gberihun@wchc.on.ca, or visit our website www.wchc.on.ca and 

click the Register Online tab, or phone 519-664-3794 or 519-656-9025.

Coping with the Holiday Season During the Pandemic
WCHC Virtually Presents on zoom

and multiple sclerosis. 
Some evidence suggests 
that CBD may be useful in 
treating pain, indicating 
that there could be a role 
for CBD as an alternative 
to opioid medication for 
challenging chronic pain 
or to treat opioid addic-
tion.

Before you try nonpre-
scription CBD for any 
medical concern, you need 
to talk with your health 
care provider. There are a 
few reasons for that. First, 
CBD can interfere with 
other medications, so it's 
important to review your 
current medications with 
your health care provider 

to confirm that CBD won't 
affect them.

Second, CBD can cause 
side effects, including dry 
mouth, diarrhea, reduced 
appetite, drowsiness and 
fatigue. It also can affect 
liver function. Before 
you begin taking CBD, 
your health care provider 
may recommend a liver 
function test, along with 
follow-up tests while 
you're taking CBD, to 
check that your liver is not 
being damaged.

Third, if you and your 
health care provider 
decide CBD may be worth-
while for you, he or she 
can help you determine 
which product to buy. 

Certain brands and prepa-
rations of nonprescription 
CBD have been tested to 
verify the amount of CBD 
they contain and identify 
other ingredients in them. 
Your health care provider 
can help you find one of 
those verified products.

Do not take a nonpre-
scription CBD product 
without consulting your 
health care provider first. 
Although CBD shows 
some promise, many CBD 
products on the market 
today are poorly regu-
lated, and manufacturer's 
claims about their benefits 
are unsubstantiated, so it's 
important to proceed with 
caution.

MAYO CLINIC: CBD products can cause side effects
→ FROM 20

Chocolate Brownie Cookeis
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1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 
THICK

LAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGH
GLOSS

LAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICK
VINYL 

PLANKS

$100
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPED

HARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK
NATURAL

HARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’
AREA RUGS

CLEARANCE

$999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSE

67¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & 
STONE

BACKSPLASH

$199
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED
CARRARA

TILE

$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

��������

GRAY MODERNGRAY MODERN
LEDGESTONELEDGESTONE

$$449999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 8.99

12” X 24” 12” X 24” 
POLISHED TILEPOLISHED TILE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

3” X 6”3” X 6”
SUBWAY TILESSUBWAY TILES

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

12MM THICK12MM THICK
LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115959
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

15MM THICK15MM THICK
PAD ATTACHED PAD ATTACHED 

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

12” X 24”12” X 24”
CLICK CLICK 

VINYL TILESVINYL TILES

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

NEW FALL NEW FALL 

AREAAREA
RUGSRUGS

OVER 1000OVER 1000
IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

PAD ATTACHEDPAD ATTACHED
CLICK CLICK 

VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

FULLY STOCKED

3/4” THICK ENG. 3/4” THICK ENG. 
RANDOM LENGTH RANDOM LENGTH 

BLACK PEPPERBLACK PEPPER OAKOAK

$$446969
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

6.5” WIDE 6.5” WIDE 
ENGINEEEDENGINEEED

OAKOAK

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

run every Tuesday for 
the foreseeable future. 
Each week there will be a 
different theme for kids 
to take part in, so kids can 
share fun and interesting 
things with each other 
while having a chance to 
connect, even if it is over 
the internet. 

So far, Shouldice says 
there are about 13 kids, 

including her own, who 
will be participating in the 
meet-ups. She has already 
planned each week up 
until Christmas and hopes 
that more and more kids 
will join in on the fun. 

Shouldice says by doing 
this she hopes that she 
is able to provide a little 
more consistency for kids 
who are homeschooled, as 
not every family has the 

same structure. 
“I do hope that it could 

provide something consis-
tent that is consistent for 
kids that are home… [so] 
they can know at this time 
on this day that I can see 
another kid or have that 
opportunity [to meet with 
others],” she said.

Homeschool Kids Unite 
takes place every Tuesday 
at 12:30 p.m.

HOMESCHOOLING: Finding ways to stay engaged
→ FROM 20

Jennifer Shouldice has launched Homeschool Kids Unite. Sean Heeger


