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Lang 2021
Wall Calendar 12” x 12” 

$1849
Reg. $22.79

Blueline® Monthly
Desk Pads

OVER 50 STYLES IN STOCK

NOW AVAILABLE: 2021 Business Calendars, Planners, Date Books & Diaries Daily, weekly & monthly SHOP NOW for best selec�on! 

$3.97
FROM

OP Brand
Planners

$6.99
FROM

Products may not be exactly as shown. 
While Supplies last. See store for details.

All your favourite ar�sts including
Thomas Kincade and Marjorie Bas�en

MEN’S CLOTHIER  | 18 -  24 ARTHUR STREE T S.,  ELMIR A | 519 -669 -1152BROWN’S MENSWE AR

Quality Mens Fashions *Some exculsions apply. Discount will be taken off to the equivalent of the HST.

No  HST  until ChristmasNo  HST  until Christmas*

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

THE REGION OF WATER-
LOO IS getting out of the 
childcare business, council 
last week voting to close 
the five regionally oper-
ated facilities, including 

Council votes to shutter five regional childcare centres

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

THERE ARE THOSE 
WHO COULD use a hand 
throughout the year, but 
that’s especially true when 
winter’s bite sets in. 

Active all through the 
year, a group informally 
known as “the hot dog 
people” sets up shop 
biweekly in downtown 
Kitchener to distribute 
much-needed items – 
toiletries and socks, for 
instance – and food to 
low-income residents. And, 
yes, there are hot dogs.

Launched in 2014 after 
taking on the work of 
another street ministry, 
the group of volunteers 
now stakes out a space in 
front of TheMuseum every 
other Tuesday evening to 
hand out supplies. Right 
now, that includes hats, 
gloves, warm clothing and 
blankets.

Helping those in need through the coldest nights
Elmira man is one of the “hot dog people” 
collecting and handing out care items

→COLD NIGHTS 5
A painter, John Schaefer is also a member of the “hot dog people,” a community group dedicated to helping those in need. He’s currently 
collecting warm clothing, blankets and the like. Sean Heeger

Elmira resident John 
Schaefer joined about 
three years ago after a 
friend told him about the 
initiative. After taking part 
a few times, he decided 
this was something he 
wanted to do regularly. 
His urge to spread love 
and help those who do 
not have the basic neces-
sities has not only kept 
him coming out, but also 
taking on additional tasks.

“About three years ago, 
she (one of his friends who 
is part of the group) told 
me what they do and I said 
‘oh I might be interested in 
that.’ So, I went down a few 
nights and said ‘OK, this 
can be a regular thing for 
me,” said Schaefer. 

Eventually, his time 
there speaking with 
people brought him close 
friendships with those 
who would come out for 
items. When he started 

the Elmira Children’s 
Centre.

In a 12-3 decision (Wool-
wich Mayor Sandy Shantz 
was one of the dissenters) 
at a special session Decem-
ber 2, councillors approved 
the money-saving move, 
pledging to use some of the 

$6.8 million to fund more 
daycare spaces.

The region plans to begin 
the transition immediately, 
looking to begin closing 
facilities by mid-2021, elim-
inating 207 spaces.

Closing the centres 
was among the recom-

mendations in a report 
by a consultant, KPMG, 
hired to find cuts that 
could cover an expected 
$25-million shortfall in the 
region’s 2021 budget. The 
idea met with widespread 
opposition from parents 
and childcare advocates, 

though their numerous 
pitches to council ulti-
mately proved fruitless.

Councillors picked up 
on figures in the consul-
tant’s report noting that 
the municipality provides 
about two per cent of the 
14,000 daycare spaces in 

the region, but spends 
about 10 per cent of its 
childcare budget on its 
five centres. Those who 
voted for the closures 
argued should be a service 
manager, not a provider.

The move was neces-
→ CHILDCARE 8
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Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario

This holiday 
season needs 
to be different.
The safest way to celebrate indoors is 
only with the people who live in your 
home. People who live alone can get 
together only with one other home.

Gatherings with friends and extended 
family can carry an increased risk of 
getting and spreading COVID-19. 
Consider celebrating outdoors or 
virtually with others that are not part 
of your household.

Know the gathering limits in your area 
before you choose to entertain with 
family and friends indoors. Indoor 
gatherings are not permitted in 
regions in Grey- Lockdown. 

For all gatherings with anyone you 
do not live with:

• maintain 2 metres physical distance

• wear a face covering

• avoid potlucks or shared utensils

• ensure everyone washes hands 
regularly, including before and  
a�er meals

Self-isolate if you are sick, even if your 
symptoms are mild and ask guests to 
stay home if they feel unwell. 

Follow provincial and local public 
health advice to keep you and your 
loved ones safe this holiday.

Stopping the spread, starts with you.

Visit ontario.ca/celebratesafely 
to learn more.

 

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

PLEASE WELCOME 
BRENT WIANCKO
TO THE LAW PRACTICE!

Brent comes to us with an extraordinary 
academic background, holding  two 
Masters degrees (History and Public 
History) in addition to his 2015 J.D. from 
the Law School at the University of 
Windsor. Hard working, diligent and 
highly focused on the client's needs and 
goals, Brent is the Associate Lawyer we've 
been looking for, as a result of significant  
growth in our firm over the last few years.  
To say that we are overjoyed at the arrival 
of this bright, friendly lawyer with such 
an interesting and varied knowledge base 
would be an understatement!

Brent brings with him four years of 
concentrated experience at a Windsor law 
practice in the areas of Wills, Estates and 
Powers of Attorney. He will also be 
contributing to our existing Real Estate 
and Corporate work, augmenting the 
dynamic practices of Cynthia Hastings 
and Scott Grainger.

Knowing the importance of local 
connections, Brent looks forward to 
community involvement through his 
dream career in a small town practice. He 
has settled in the Town of Elmira, where 
you will no doubt be bumping into him at 
the grocery and hardware stores.

When you do, be sure to introduce 
yourself to the new lawyer in town!

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate legal representation 
with high integrity from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Despite a busy stretch, Ryan Weber found time to move his 19-year-old business, Rytech Machine 
and Repair, to a new Elmira location at 126 Bonnie Cres. Damon MacLean
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three Wilmot Mayor Les Armstrong issued more 
apologies for sharing a “White Lives Matter” 
video earlier this year. The move came after 
the township’s integrity commissioner found 
he’d violated the code of conduct, and found 
his previous apology to be insincere. Five 
complaints were filed against Armstrong, 
and there are still calls for his resignation. 

Plans for a new supermarket and further 
commercial development in Elmira’s 
south end got the nod from Woolwich 
council this week, clearing the way for 
changes needed to permit development 
at Arthur Street and South Field Drive. 
From the Dec. 13, 2003 edition of The Observer

Armstrong still taking heat From the archives

building centre

JL’s Duke St

Shop homehardware.ca5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 • Text JL’s 226.979.1850 and choose JL’s as your home Store.

SAVE
40%

Was $9.99

597

Working Hands
Hand Cream

4670-090

Region’s daily virus cases down slightly
Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

WHILE CASE COUNTS 
ARE CLIMBING, Waterloo 
Region won’t move into 
lockdown mode ... at least 
for now.

The region’s case rate 
is the fourth highest in 
Ontario, ensuring that it 

University of Waterloo swimming coach Jacky Beckford-Henriques (right) is part of the Swim Together Program at the WMC to help 
coach mothers and daughters alongside Sydney Bysart and Woolwich Wave coach Jessica Schmidt. Damon MacLean

remains in the red/control 
stage, meaning current 
restrictions are in full 
effect.

At this point, local 
officials are looking for 
additional supports 
from the province, said 
medical officer of health 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang at the 
region’s weekly coronavi-

rus briefing December 4. 
There’s been no push to 
move into the grey/lock-
down category.

“There’s no set criteria, 
and there’s no set timeline 
for when a region would 
move from red to lock-
down. But we do know that 
usually it takes at least 
two weeks, if not two to 

four weeks, for restrictions 
that have been put in to 
start to have an effect,” she 
explained.

At midweek, there 
were 456 active cases of 
COVID-19 in the region, 
bringing the cumulative 
total to 4,114. Public health 
officials are currently 
monitoring outbreaks at 

22 locations, including one 
at Elmira District Second-
ary School, which has two 
cases. Also on the list are 
five long-term care homes, 
among them Nithview 
Homes in New Hamburg, 
and Village Manor in St. 
Jacobs, which is under the 
operational control of St. 
Mary’s General Hospital. →CORONAVIRUS 5

The retirement home had 
seen 20 of its 24 residents 
test positive. Sixteen are 
now recovered and not 
considered infections.

“It’s important for the 
community to know that 
this means that people 
from Village Manor are 
out in the community, 

Moms and daughters take the plunge
Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

WHAT’S BETTER THAN 
WAITING AROUND 
while your kids take part 
in recreational activi-
ties? Joining in, which is 
precisely what prompted 
the Swim Together 
program offered by the 
Woolwich Wave swim club 
in conjunction with the 

University of Waterloo.
The pilot project sees 

mothers join with their 
daughters for some time in 
the pool at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre.

For Erin Schmidt, the 
coach of Woolwich Wave 
for the past six years, 
the idea of appealing to 
parents has been a long-
standing topic of interest. 

“For years actually we’ve 

been talking about ... how 
can we get parents to be 
active while their kids are 
doing activities?” 

The solution came 
about in the now weekly 
program Swim Together. “I 
think it’s a great opportu-
nity for them to find a way 
to be active themselves 
and to role-model up for 
their kids.”   

The program isn’t 

Schmidt’s own creation. 
Katie Misener, professor 
in the Applied Health 
Sciences Program at the 
University of Waterloo, has 
also been a key player. The 
two became acquainted 
through their children 
being in some of the same 
classes at school. 

“My interest in this 
program stemmed from 

→ SWIMMING 11

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

REPAIRS AND 
UPGRADES TO THE roof 
of the St. Clements arena 
will be funded in part by 
$100,000 in infrastructure 
money received by Welles-
ley Township. Meeting 
Tuesday nights, council-
lors selected that project 
as the outlet for the grant.

The funding is coming 
jointly from the provincial 
and federal governments 
under the Investing 
in Canada Infrastruc-
ture Program (ICIP). 
Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris last 
month announced some 
$8 million had been 
earmarked for Waterloo 
Region, with Woolwich 
Township receiving 
$279,747 and Wellesley to 
get $100,000. The money 
was to be used for shov-
el-ready projects.

Staff ultimately decided 
that upgrading the St. 
Clements arena roof, a 
project that was slated for 

$100K worth of repairs and upgrades at 
St. Clements arena paid by province

2023, should be moved 
up to next year thanks 
to the ICIP funding. The 
work will be similar to 
the repairs carried out 
last year at the Wellesley 
arena, though without the 
threat of the shutdown 
seen there.

With the Wellesley 
arena, council opted to 
spend almost $250,000 to 
put a rubber membrane 
on the roof to help prevent 
further damage the struc-
ture. Previously, water had 
seeped into the insulation, 
leading to a potentially 
dangerous situation that 
prompted the facility’s 
closure.

A 2019 engineering 
report found there was 
minor deterioration to the 
St. Clements arena roof, 
but nothing to the extent 
of the damage at the town-
ship’s other arena. 

One leak has needed to 
be repaired, but recreation 
director Danny Roth said 
that would be a preventa-
tive measure that should 

Wellesley to apply 
infrastructure 
grant to roof repair

WELLESLEY COUNCIL

→ARENA 8
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Now, for tomorrow®

Happy Holiday

bakertilly.ca

0342 Gerrie Rd., 
Elora, ON, N0B 1S0

Tel: 519.846.5315

450 Speedvale Ave W Unit 113
Guelph, ON, N1H 7Y6

Tel: 519.822.7670
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20%
OFF

EXCLUDES ARTISAN SHOPPE ITEMS, POTS, CHRISTMAS DECOR. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. SALE ENDS DECEMER 24TH. 

GARDEN 
& HOME 
DECOR 

GREAT SELECTION OF GIFTS AT BELGIAN! 

DECEMBER

SALE

Our Artisan Shoppe features 
uniquely designed quality 
handmade creations from 

a range of local artists 
and artisans!

2615 Victoria St. N • BRESLAU

TROPICAL 
HOUSE PLANT 

New shipments 
have arrived 

including easy 
care, low light 

and plants that 
clean the air! 

GREAT SELECTION TO 
CHOOSE FROM! 

CREATE A JUNGLE IN YOUR 
HOME OR OFFICE! 

HERBS
• FRESH POTTED
• GROW YOUR OWN GARNISH

SUPPORT  LOCAL!

$499 each 
4.5” pot

519-648-2608

www.belgian-nursery.com

SALE Features until noon on December 31st 

Luxury Vinyl 
Plank Feature

$3.49 / sq. ft.

1⁄2 PRICE

PRE-INVENTORY

SPECIALS

Tel: 519-699-5411    www.LetUsFloorYou.ca    1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements, ON

Quality and Value - A 25 Year TraditionQuality and Value - A 25 Year Tradition

Merry Christmas! Wishing You & Your Family 
a Blessed Holiday Season.

Numerous single room lots at

We will be open until noon on Thurs Dec 24th • CLOSED DEC 25TH, 26TH & 27TH • Open until noon Dec 31st.

Carpet pad
OR area rug binding with all 
Carpet remnant Purchases

All in Stock Area Rugs

Save 25%
FREE

25 Year Anniversary Special -
60 plus rugs to choose from
25 Year Anniversary Special -
60 plus rugs to choose from

30 Year Residential Warranty - Excellent Value

7”x 72” with Pad Attached  
Hardwoods, Laminates 
and Luxury Vinyl Plank
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COLD NIGHTS: 
Doing his part 
to help those in 
need of a hand 

asking those people if 
they required anything 
more, they started to tell 
him about the need for 
jackets and blankets. 
From there he took up the 
cause himself and started 
purchasing the necessary 
items before getting people 
to start donating them.

“When I started about 
three years ago, I think 
for maybe about a year I 
would do that and make 
closer friendships and I 
was just saying ‘is there 
anything you need?…’ [So] 
I went to [the] MCC [store] 
and purchased these 
items, and then when one 
got them, and others heard 
and then I had [to find a 
way] to be able to keep 
doing this.”

He says he put a posting 
in a Facebook group and 
has since seen things blos-
som, with the generosity of 
the community on display 
– they’ve helped not only 
by monetary donations but 
have also been dropping 
off bags of items to give out 
to those in need. 

Schaefer says items 
which are needed right 
now include blankets, 
gloves, hats, warm pants, 
heavy sweaters and 
hoodies, jackets and event 
sleeping bags. 

Since his post, people 
have been donating items 
in droves, with some even 
dropping off multiple bags 
full of items for the group to 
hand out. He said he hopes 
to see this continue because 
those people with whom he 
spends every other Tuesday 
night need help, and asks 
the community to be gener-
ous if they can.

To donate items, 
contact Schaefer by text at 
519-503-6033.

and they will not spread 
to others – they’re able 
to go about their regular 
routine. So for example, 
going to the grocery 
store as required,” said 
St. Mary’s president Lee 
Fairclough

Of the 12 staff that 
have tested positive, all 
cases are now considered 
resolved, and some of 
them will be returning to 
work.

The overall situation 
in the region means the 
municipality will need 
more support from the 
province, said Wang.

“We need some addi-
tional resources to help 
us. Other health units that 

have had surges earlier 
than us have received 
additional support, and 
more support than we 
currently are receiving. So, 
we now are searching and 
want additional supports 
as well, so that we can have 
the best opportunity to be 
able to be successful,” said 
Wang of the request.

Among the areas 
requiring more work are 
the conservative Menno-
nite communities. Public 
health figures show the 
transmission rate among 
those groups in north 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
was markedly higher than 
the region-wide number, 
with Wang today suggest-
ing the actual numbers 

may be higher given that 
some people have refused 
to be tested. 

The region expects 
to begin posting more 
detailed information about 
outbreaks on its online 
dashboard, documenting 
cases by towns/neighbour-
hoods, with improved 
mapping, said Wang.

“The issue was, we had 
some limitations with the 
data system that we had 
before. In terms of being 
able to get exact locations 
and, therefore, that’s why 
our current map uses 
postal code, but we know 
that that’s a bit of an issue 
in rural areas where there’s 
larger areas covered by the 
same postal code.”

In neighbouring Welling-
ton-Dufferin-Guelph, there 
were 199 active cases at 
midweek, down up from 
145 a week earlier. That 
catchment area’s cumu-
lative total was 1,609, of 
which 1,369 (85.1 per cent) 
have been resolved. There 
have been a total of 41 fatal-
ities since the pandemic 
began, including one in the 

past week.
The province is still 

dealing with a spike as 
the total number jumped 
to 130,910, an increase of 
more than 10,000 in the 
past week. 

There have been 3,808 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a fall-
ing mortality rate of 2.9 per 
cent. The ministry reports 

110,951 cases (84.8 per 
cent) have been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
71,968 active cases, 5,000 
more than week ago. That 
brings the total to 429,035 
confirmed cases of COVID-
19 nationwide since the 
pandemic began, with 
12,867 related deaths, a 
mortality rate of 3.0 per cent.

CORONAVIRUS: New cases of infections still well above initial numbers at the beginning of pandemic
→FROM 3

→FROM 1

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

OWNERS OF PROPERTY 
WITHIN A large swatch of 
land west of Maryhill now 
have a spanking new engi-
neering report outlining 
how the area drains, and 
they’ll each pay $275 for it.

That tab reflects a 
per-property share of the 
$37,125 Woolwich Town-
ship paid to  R.J. Burn-
side and Associates to 
prepare new maintenance 
assessment schedule for 
what’s known as Woolwich 

Property owners within area of Woolwich Township Drain No. 1 to each pay $275
Township Drain No. 1. It’s 
the first time the informa-
tion about the drainage of 
some 5,100 acres has been 
updated in more than a 
century. 

The 125 property 
owners are each respon-
sible for an equal share of 
the cost of the study, with 
the township on the hook 
for $2,750 given that the 
area is home to municipal 
roads such as Hopewell 
Creek Road, St. Charles 
Street, Shantz Station 
Road and Crowsfoot 
Road.

The new schedule, 
which also apportions the 
percentage to be paid by 
each property owner as 
a share of future mainte-
nance costs, was approved 
by councillors meeting 
last week.

Coun. Patrick Merli-
han asked why it is that 
everyone is paying the 
same flat rate for the 
current survey, while 
future maintenance costs 
would be based on size of 
the benefitting property. 
Some of the future bene-
fits amounted to 11 cents 

he pointed out.
Paul MacIntyre of R.J. 

Burnside and Associ-
ates, responded that the 
updated report is of equal 
benefit to everyone in the 
catchment area.

“I think it was fair in 
how I did that,” he said of 
the division of costs.

The engineer’s report 
will allow staff to bill out 
current maintenance work 
performed on the drain as 
well as any maintenance 
work that will occur in 
the future, said a report 
prepared by deputy clerk 

Jeff Smith.
Burnside’s work 

updated a drainage report 
written in 1917. Since that 
time, there have been 
severances of properties 
and subsequent subdivi-
sions of land. 

“Further, conditions 
have changed, and 
circumstances have arisen 
with respect to owner-
ships and land use; all of 
which justify a variation of 
the schedules of assess-
ment for maintenance and 
repair,” MacIntyre said in 
his report.

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

HEAVY SNOWFALLS 
ARE TYPICALLY 
WELCOMED by school 
kids, who not only see 
classes cancelled, but 
have plenty of outdoor fun 
awaiting them on their 
day off. 

The snow-day tradition 
is another victim of the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
however.

Because of virtual 
learning implemented 
heavily this year to help 
kids learn from home 
safely, the school boards 
decided there’s no need to 
completely cancel classes 
in the event of a winter 
storm, as school days 
could continue in some 
form. 

In addition to choosing 
to cancel snow days, the 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board has opted 
to close schools within 
the rural townships when 
buses do not run because 
of inclement weather. 

WRDSB superinten-
dent Scott Miller said the 
decision stems from the 

No more snow days, but township schools 
will close when buses are cancelled

pandemic protocols put 
in place to allow schools 
to reopen, permitting 
students to continue 
learning without having to 
miss a day.

“As part of our rebuild-
ing plan for schools in 
September with our 
COVID protocols and 
other things, what we 
were able to do was our 
teachers now all have a 
virtual environment that 
they’ve been working 
[with]. So, for all of our 
in-school learners, they 
all have access to either 
a Google classroom or 
a Brightspace platform 
which is designed to learn. 
And so when we do have 
a weather-impacted day 
where we’re not able to 
run our buses or open our 
schools, we now have the 
ability for our students 
to still be able to connect 
with their Google Class-
room or their virtual 
platform and enable 
[them] to engage in some 
learning that day. So, it’s 
not a missed learning day 
any longer,” he said.

Miller says because 
of the way things used 

to work with regards to 
snow days – classes would 
be put together or other 
practices would be taken 
to ensure learning could 
continue – it made sense 
to take advantage of the 
new practices put in 
place because of COVID-
19. Now, there are strict 
practices with regards 
to cohorts, and because 
mixing them is not 
allowed – even when there 
is inclement weather – 
keeping kids at home was 
the move best suited to 
learning and staying safe.

Miller says on days 
when they are at home 
due to weather, students 
are not expected to take 
part in what they call 
synchronous learning – 
where they are engaging 
with their teachers in 
real time. Instead, there 
is an assignment or some 
form of work posted to 
their virtual platform and 
students are asked to take 
part in that during the day. 

“The expectation is 
that there would just be 
something posted on their 
virtual platform to work 
on. There isn’t an expec-

tation that there would be 
what we call synchronous 
learning environments 
or real time opportunity 
where they would be 
necessarily engaging with 
their teacher online that 
day... it typically wouldn’t 
be a full school day and 
it would really range in 
the time that they may 
be engaged. Really, there 
wouldn’t be any new work 
certainly, but more work 
that would just be able to 
support previous learn-
ing,” he explained.

On days when there is 
bad weather, the Student 
Transportation Services 
of Waterloo Region looks 
at the observed conditions 
throughout the region and 
expected forecast by 5:30 
a.m. Based on the infor-
mation available to them, 
they decide whether or 
not it is safe for them to 
run buses and the decision 
is then communicated to 
the school board. 

Parents should know 
by 6 a.m. whether or not 
buses are cancelled, and 
therefore if schools within 
the townships are closed 
for the day.

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

CORONAVIRUS CASES 
CONTINUING TO SPIKE, 
Waterloo Region has 
received federal fund-
ing to open a voluntary 
self-isolation site in the 
community.

It’s a necessary step 
given the progression, 
says Sharlene Sedgwick 
Walsh of the public health 
department. 

“We have started 
working on an applica-
tion to the Public Health 
Agency of Canada, that 
would provide funding to 
create a voluntary isola-
tion site for individuals 
who for whatever reason 
are unable to isolate in 
their own homes,” she 
explained in a videocon-
ference last month.

The proposal follows 
the federal pilot that was 
launched for the city of 
Toronto, with Ottawa 

Region to get 
federal 
funding for 
self-isolation 
centres

→SELF ISOLATION 11

Region of Waterloo Public Health closed Linwood PS as a precautionary measure. Damon MacLean
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Wishing you a  
Meaningful & Safe 

Christmas & a  
New Year full of 

Happiness & 
Good Health 

519-664-3701 
www.cribit.com 

The good in 2020 will long be 
overshadowed by a pandemic and 
other unusual world events. By doing 
the right things as individuals we can 
have a positive impact on our 
community.  

374 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-3390

Christmas 
Greetings
Christmas is here, and we hope the season delivers 

much happiness and good fortune to you and yours!
We appreciate the year-round support of good friends 

like you, and we wish you all the best at Christmastime 
and throughout the new year.

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER

www.autofleetservices.ca

Auto Fleet Services Inc.
1070 Industrial Cres., 

St. Clements
519-699-9496

Auto Fleet Services Inc. &
Thoman Tire Services

3533 Broadway St., Unit #3, Hawkesville
519-699-5252

Repairs to Automotive & Light Fleet Vehicles

PARTNERS WITH

May you & your family
be touched by the spirit

of the Christmas Season!

Wishing 
you a happy 

new year.
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Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Free blood pressure  
 monitoring

• Free blood sugar
 monitor training

• Medication review 
 Meds-Check

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

Turkey Dinner (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-order

reQuired

Friday & Saturday
3:30-7:30pm

Open 
Tuesday - Saturday

Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche, Mac & Cheese, Potato Salad, 
Mince Meat Pie & Christmas Cookies, Baking & More.

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

BONELESS ROLLED TURKEY   

BONE IN HAM 
$2.99

/lb

FRESH TURKEY  
$3.49

/lb

$6.49 /lb
$4.49/lb

WHITE BROWN

NOVEMBER 30

5:30 AM | Two resi-
dences were victim to 
break and enters last 
week, and both are on the 
same road in the Town-
ship of Perth East. Perth 
County OPP received the 
first report of a break-in 
that had occurred at a 
residence on Road 145. 
Unknown suspect(s) 
entered a garage over-
night, and rummaged 
through a vehicle. In 
this incident, money and 
bank cards were stolen. 
Further, shortly after 8 
a.m., the Perth County 
OPP received a second 
report of a break and 
enter, also on Road 145. 
Again, a garage was 
entered and a variety of 
items, including a GPS, 
sunglasses, motorcy-
cle helmets, and money 
were stolen.  Pol ice 
remind the public to keep 
vehicles locked at all 
times, and never leave 
keys in, or near, a vehi-
cle. Unlocked vehicles 
become easy targets, and 
can be used to commit 
other crimes, includ-
ing break and enters, or 
driving offences, such 
as impaired driving (by 
drugs or alcohol). Stolen 
vehicles also pose a risk 
to the public when drivers 
flee from police, driving 
in a dangerous manner 
in order to evade arrest. 
Stolen credit cards can be 
used to make purchases 
before the owner ever 
notices that they are 
missing.

DECEMBER 4

8:40 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 

Waterloo Regional 
Police are reminding 
motorists to lock their 
vehicles and take valu-
ables inside after receiv-
ing several reports of 
thefts from vehicles.

Since January 1, 
police have received 
3,339 reports of thefts 
from motor vehicles, an 
increase of 6.8 per cent 
over the same time period 
last year.

Theft from motor vehi-
cles is a crime of oppor-
tunity that can occur in a 
driveway, parking lot, or 
parking garage, they said 
this week in a release. In 
many cases, owners leave 
their vehicles unlocked, 
providing thieves easy 
access to their belongings.

In other instances, 
owners leave valuables 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

WRPS issue warning after increase in thefts from vehicles

in plain sight, enticing 
thieves to force their way 
into the vehicle and steal 
property.

Many times, thieves will 
target personal identity 
documents. Leaving 
identity documents in 
your vehicle can pose 
great risks and could 
result in identity fraud. 
Information on passports, 
ownership documents, 
insurance documents, 
or sensitive work data or 
material could leave you 
vulnerable.

During one instance, a 
victim had their owner-
ship and insurance taken 
from their vehicle. The 
victim later discovered 
that the thieves used 
their name to obtain 
credit cards and make 
purchases.

Police encourage 
motorists to keep a copy 
their ownership and 
insurance in their wallet 
instead of in the vehicle 
to reduce the likelihood 
of becoming a victim of 
identity fraud. If there is 
more than one person 
operating the motor vehi-
cle, they are encouraged 
to make an extra copy.

If someone has entered 
your vehicle and has 
stolen or tampered with 
your identity documents, 
contact police imme-
diately. You are also 
encouraged to contact 
a credit monitoring 
agency and your finan-
cial banking institution 
immediately to report the 
incident.  

You can take steps to 
reduce the risk of a theft 

by ensuring that:
Windows are closed and 

doors are locked when 
you exit your vehicle.

Valuables and identity 
documents are removed 
from your vehicle. This 
includes cash, electron-
ics, work tools, jewelry or 
sunglasses.

If you observe suspi-
cious people in your 
neighbourhood, looking 
into vehicles, we encour-
age you to report this to 
police immediately. This 
will assist us in track-
ing patterns of criminal 
behavior and potentially 
identifying suspects.

Crime in-progress can 
be reported by calling 911.

Non-emergency inci-
dents can be reported 
online at wrps.on.ca or by 
calling 519-570-9777.

a report of a single-ve-
hicle collision in the area 
of Hutchinson Road and 
Wilmot Easthope Road. 
A dump truck was pulling 
a trailer when the driver 
negotiated a corner 
poorly, causing the trailer 
to spill its load on the 
roadway. As a result of the 
investigation, the driver 
was charged with ‘care-
less driving.’

12:11 PM |  Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a break-in at 
an unoccupied residence 
on Bridge Street West 
in Woolwich Township. 
It does not appear that 
anything was taken from 
the property. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

5:35 PM | Police received 
a report of a collision 
involving two vehicles 
in the area of Notre 
Dame Drive and Deer-
field Avenue in Wilmot 
Township. A vehicle was 
stopped southbound on 
Notre Dame Drive at a 
stop sign, and another 
vehicle was travelling 
south on Notre Dame 
when the driver of the 
vehicle failed to stop and 
struck the stopped vehicle 
from behind. The collision 
resulted in minor injuries. 
As a result of the inves-
tigation, a 26-year-old 
woman was charged with 
‘careless driving.’ 

DECEMBER 6

9:42 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of a break and enter 
at a residence on Pintail 

Drive in Elmira. A garage 
was entered sometime 
overnight and vehicle 
keys were taken. A white, 
4-door, Chevrolet Cruze 
was stolen from the home. 
Police are encouraging 
anyone with information 
to call 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. Anonymous 
tips can also be submitted 
at www.waterloocrimes-
toppers.com.  

DECEMBER 7

8:15 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police continue 
to investigate a string of 
theft from motor vehicles 
that occurred in Elmira 
during the weekend of 
Nov. 28. Residents on 
Sandpiper Court, Snyder 
Avenue North and Burl-
wood Drive had their vehi-
cles entered and property 
taken. Police are looking 
to identify and speak with 
this individual in connec-
tion to this investigation. 
Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact 
police at 519-570-9777 
or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477. Motor-
ists are reminded to lock 
their vehicles and ensure 
valuables and personal 
identity documents are 
removed from the vehicle. 
If your vehicle has been 
entered, and you have not 
yet reported it to police, 
please report it online at 
wrps.on.ca.

11:13 AM |  Pol ice 
received a report of a 
drive-off from a gas 
station on Arthur Street in 
Elmira. The alleged theft 
would have occurred on 
Dec. 5 at approximately 
1 p.m., and involves a red 

sedan. Anyone who was 
in the area at the time, or 
may have information, is 
encouraged to call police 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 

DECEMBER 8

1:05 PM |  Water-
loo Regional  Pol ice 
responded to reports of 
a serious collision that 
occurred on Victoria 
Street North and Fountain 
Street North in Breslau. A 
vehicle being operated 
by an adult male from 
Guelph was travelling 
north on Victoria Street 
North when the driver 
struck two 16-year-olds 
who were walking on the 
gravel shoulder from a 
nearby school. The vehi-
cle continued north until it 
was stopped by witnesses 
at Shantz Station Road. 
Waterloo Regional Police 
and the Ontario Provin-
cial Police located the 
vehicle in the area of 
Shantz Station Road, and 
the driver was arrested 
without incident. The two 
youths were taken to a 
local hospital by Region 
of Waterloo Paramedic 
Services with serious but 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries. The WRPS Remotely 
Piloted Vehicle (RPV) 
was deployed to record 
the scene of the collision. 
Members of Waterloo 
Regional Police Service’s 
Traffic Unit are continu-
ing to investigate the 
details surrounding the 
collision and are focusing 
on distracted driving and 
impaired driving. Charges 
are pending. Roadways in 
the area were closed until 
approximately 4:30 p.m.

 ♥ Fruit and vegetable drawer liner 
Place sheets of newspaper at the bottom of the 
fruit and vegetable drawer in your fridge. They 
will absorb any mess from rotten produce, and 
will also keep the drawer free from odours.
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Wishing you a safe and 
happy holiday season

We look forward to working with you in 2021

519.698.2114
In Business since 1971 • Fully Insured

Family owned and operated 
for over 40 years!

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

Ham & Scalloped Potato Dinner
comes with stir-fried 

veggies, apple jus
Family of 4 — $44 
Family of 2 — $32

Walk in or pre-order to ensure availability

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.caCall or Email 
to Pre-Order

— Ready to Heat Menu Available Dec. 10, 11, 12 — 

Maple-Glazed Salmon dinner 
comes with coconut rice 

& stir-fried veggies
Family of 4 — $50 
Family of 2 — $38

Ready to Heat Menu Available for Takeout Dec. 17, 18, 19

Full 8” Tourtiere (French Canadian Christmas eve Meat pie - $20 

sary given the budgetary 
discrepancy, said regional 
Coun. Michael Harris, who 
voted for the closure. Most 
of his colleagues did the 
same, arguing the money 
could be better used to 
serve the 14,000 children 
in the daycare system.

With the savings, the 
region could help create 
more than 300 new spaces 
at other centres in the 
area, the report notes.

Still, the report was 
short on details when it 
comes to the transition at 
the five regional centres 
and where additional 
money might be spent. 
That’s what prompted 
Shantz to vote against the 
motion, holding out for a 
more fulsome plan.

“What I was hoping to 
see from staff was a more 
thought-out and robust 
plan for what this new 
system would look like 
if we divest of the five 
daycares and free up the 
funds. What would they 
recommend, what would 
be a good way forward that 
would make better use of 
those funds? And I didn’t 
see that. I saw lots of good 
suggestions. Staff gave 
lots of good suggestions of 
what could be done, but 
we can’t do it all. There 
wasn’t a cohesive plan for 
it, so that that’s where I 
was opposed,” said Shantz. 
“What I was hoping for 

was a more concrete plan. 
Now, having said that, I 
do trust that staff will put 
together a good process 
to do some community 
consultation and to in the 
end come up with that 
plan. I just would have 
liked to have seen that 
before deciding to divest 
of the daycares.”

She says of the Elmira 
centre that staff are going 
to work to ensure there is 
a good provider lined up 
to bring the same level of 
care and education as is 
currently offered. 

Wellesley Township 
Mayor Joe Nowak was one 
of the 12 who decided it 
best to close the schools. 
He says the decision is a 
difficult one that had to be 
made, adding he appreci-
ates that the reallocation 
of funds will leave the 
region with more child-
care spaces overall than 
they would have with the 
centres open.

“I recognize the impor-
tance of daycare. I was on 
the Inspiring Minds Early 
Learning Centre commit-
tee [in Wellesley] when it 
was first established, so I 
certainly understand the 
importance of it,” said 
Nowak, adding he expects 
staff will be working to 
look after any of the kids 
who might be displaced.

Despite a lack of concrete 
planning with regards to 
the future of the children 

in the centres, he said he 
is confident that staff will 
come up with something 
after discussing the matter 
with regional Chair Karen 
Redman. 

“I had a brief discus-
sion with Chair Redman a 
couple days before, and I 
received some assurances 
then that the staff would be 
working diligently to come 
up with a plan. I’ve always 
had a lot of confidence in 
regional staff. So, it’s a work 
in progress and I felt secure 
that something was going 
to happen, something was 
going to develop so that 
a plan would be put in 
place.”

But parents such as 
Elmira’s Keri Linscott were 
skeptical following the deci-
sion, noting there are no 
guarantees. She added the 
new spaces will take time to 
bring on line, and the qual-
ity is unlikely to match the 
levels seen in the region-op-
erated facilities.

Linscott, who has a 
child at the Elmira Chil-
dren’s Centre, says even 
if the money can be used 
to create more spaces 
throughout the region, 
it will take time and that 
losing high quality spaces 
and teachers is a signifi-
cant blow. 

Linscott said she was 
disappointed by the deci-
sion, stressing it is now the 
parents’ job to ensure that 
council is held accountable 

for enhancing childcare. 
“I think this decision 

was short-sighted, and 
closing the centres is not 
the way to accomplish 
equity in access to quality 
childcare in the region. 
It feels like we are taking 
steps backwards. I am 
disappointed for the 
families impacted by this 
decision. I’m sad for the 
ones in care, the ones on 
waitlists and heartbroken 
for the employees that are 
highly educated profes-
sionals dedicated to the 
children they serve,” said 
Linscott.

“I praise Mayor Shantz 
for listening to her constit-
uents and the fact that 
there is a serious lack of 
details around the plan. 
I know that they talked 
about a high-level plan 
and they’re going to do 
research and everything, 
but I just, again I feel like 
this decision was really 
rushed.”

Four of the five centres 
– Edith MacIntosh 
Children’s Centre, Chris-
topher Children’s Centre, 
Cambridge Children’s 
Centre and Kinsmen Chil-
dren’s Centre – are going 
to close at some point in 
the middle of next year. 
The Elmira Children’s 
Centre is likely to close 
at the end of 2021, with 
another provider expected 
to take over the space at 
Riverside Public School.

Connecting Our Communities.

When local news matters...
... it matters where you get your local news.

Real news, real reporting concentrating on the 
close-to-home issues in our communities.

The Number One Weekly Newspaper in Ontario.

ARENA: Roof is in much better shape 
than was the case in Wellesley

→FROM 3

be undertaken for the 
good of the arena. 

“We were never in 
this situation in the St. 
Clements arena roof that 
we were in the Wellesley 
arena roof, by no means. 
This is more of a preven-
tative maintenance thing, 
so we don’t ever get to that 
step,” he said.

The newly approved 
project will be carried out 
to extend the life of the 
arena because the coating 
on the roof of St. Clements 
is the same as in Welles-
ley, with the township 
being cautious, Roth 
explained.

Given the experience 
in Wellesley, Mayor Joe 
Nowak asked during Tues-
day night’s council session 
whether they would get 
the same 10 year warranty 
on the repair.

Roth said it would 
depend on the coating 
they went with and they 
have yet to put out tenders 
for the project. That 
process would also provide 
the township with firmer 
costing for the project. 
Applying the $100,000 
from ICIP, the township 
would then pay for the 
remainder from a recre-
ation facilities reserve 
fund.

CHILDCARE: Region pledges to help with the transition to new operators
→FROM 1

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

THE MOST RECENT 
CHANGES TO the Grand 
River Source Protection 
Plan (SPP) apply new 
water-quantity policies 
for Fergus and Elora that 
extend into Woolwich 
Township. The new draft 
approved this week by 
regional councillors 
also includes five new 
water-supply wells in 
Cambridge and Kitchener.

Under the provincial 
Clean Water Act, munic-
ipalities are required to 
endorse changes to SPPs. 
This week’s amendments 
come just months after 
a new SPP was put in 

Region approves latest Grand River source-water protection plan
place in early October, an 
updated version of the 
original 2015 program. 

For the Wellington 
County water-taking area 
that extends into Wool-
wich, the new guidelines 
were developed based 
on similar policies in the 
neighbouring county. 
Policies for water taking 
are primarily directed to 
the province, as they have 
responsibility for issuing 
water taking permits. 

The regional report 
discussed at the December 
8 committee-of-the-whole 
meeting notes policies for 
reductions in recharge are 
unlikely to affect devel-
opment in this area as it is 
not identified as a munic-

ipal growth area in the 
regional official plan. 

Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz raised concerns 
that the new plan was not 
looking far enough into 
the future.

“We’re looking at sources 
that we are currently 
going to access for water; 
should we not be looking 
at sources that we may 
want to access in the future 
because the way it needs to 
be protected is not a short-
term issue?” she asked.

Thomas Schmidt, the 
region’s commissioner of 
transportation and envi-
ronmental services, noted 
the SPP changes are part of 
an ongoing process.

“Many of our programs 

are actually put in place 
and implemented regard-
less of whether there’s a 
well in that location. So 
our rural water quality 
program, for instance, in 
Elmira, some of the work 
that was done with the 
contamination there and 
our role on any contam-
inated sites in the cities. 
Those may not be in a 
wellhead protection area, 
but we still participate. 
And we still work on clean-
ing up the water in those 
areas,” said Schmidt.

“Our stand has been that 
any water that is under-
ground within the region 
has the potential to be 
drinking water and should 
be protected.”
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519-210-0608 • 57 Arthur St., S. Elmira, ON

May You
Be Blessed
�is Christmas
& �roughout
�e New Year

100 Union St., Elmira

www.woolwichrentals.ca
www.reistindustries.com

As We Give ThanksAs We Give Thanks

Woolwich Rentals
519.669.0524

Reist Industries
519.669.1501

We think of the many blessings bestowed
on us this year. Your support has been

much appreciated throughout these
months. May God bless you at this

wondrous time and always.

Linwood | 519-580-8259

The     

Spirit 
of     

Christmas!

The     

Spirit 
of     

Christmas!

Leaders in Pre-Engineered Buildings

Plumbing • Water Treatment • Radiant Floor Heating • Boilers
New! - We now do Furnaces & HVAC

Merry Christmas to you and 
your family this holiday season

1426 Hutchinson Road, Wellesley • Tel: 519-656-3030 • www.jantziplumbing.ca

OPEN 8AM TO 10PM 7 DAYS A WEEK • CLOSED DEC 25 + JAN 1 • OPEN BOXING DAY 10AM-6PM

Wishing You & Your Family

519-669-1653 • 11 Arthur St. N., Elmira

OK TIRE ELMIRA
519.669.3232
371 Arthur St. S.

Prince of Peace
At this time of year, let us 

remember the true meaning of 
Christmas — the miracle of a 

babe, born in a manger. May His 
love ring out to the world.

Peace on 
Earth, good 
will towards 

men.
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8012 8th Line., RR #2 Drayton | 519-638-5462

BEST WISHES 
FOR A GREAT 2021!
From David & Karen Martin & Family

www.stirtonconstruction.ca 45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

www.elmirainsurance.ca

Wishing you 
all the Magic 

and Joy this
Holiday 
Season!

Wishing you 
all the Magic 

and Joy this
Holiday 
Season!

Hope you all have a very 
Merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year, too!

Our wish may be old-fashioned, 
but it still holds true.

1205 KING ST. N., ST. JACOBS

519.664-2226

Our wish may be old-fashioned, 
 but it still holds true.

1420 Hutchison road, WELLESLEY
519-656-0770

We look forward 
to seeing you in 
2021!

Thank you for your patronage over the past year.

Hours: Fri 10am–6pm | Sat 9am–4pm

www.kandkliquidation.com 519.669.3388
www.grandridge.ca921 Katherine St N West Montrose

We wish you a Christmas
filled with the wonder of 
the birth of Christ.

284 Union St.,Elmira

519.669.5040
www.rigarus.com

Merry
 Christmas!

Merry
 Christmas!

�shing you and  your family
a  happy, safe holiday season!
�shing you and  your family
a  happy, safe holiday season!

150 Church St. W., Elmira
519-669-5672

Providing Emergency and 
Preventative Health Care for your 
Horses, Pets and Farm Livestock

We’re wishing you
and Santa’s 

Little Helpers
Happy Holidays!

www.voisinchrysler.ca • 519-669-2831
361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.
From A� of Us at

HOLIDAY HOURS: Dec 24 7:30-1 • Closed 25, 26 and 28
Dec 31 7:30-5 • Closed Jan 1 and 2
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
&

HAPPY NEW YEAR

We could not do our work without you.

 to our  shoppers and volunteers

59 Church St. W.
519-669-8475

elmirathrift.ca

Me�y Christmas
and a Happy 

New Year
my research in community 
sport management, where 
we see that... oftentimes, 
parents are assumed to be 
sideline spectators within 
the minor sports club 
system. We were looking to 
shift that,” said Misener.  

She notes that due to 
the pandemic, unhealthy 
social trends have been 
on the rise, with physical 
activity levels reducing 
and obesity rates increas-
ing, and the feeling of 
social isolation. A program 
like Swim Together was 
a great chance to offset 
some of the deteriorating 
health issues unfolding.  

“But this project even 
started well before COVID, 
where we wanted to 
try to reconceptualize 
the use for context, as a 
mechanism to deliver 
parent health at the same 
time,” Misener explained. 
“Something that we know 
from the literature is 
that a woman’s priority 
can really shift once she 
becomes a mom, from 
looking after herself to 
looking after her family. 
And so, for some mothers, 
this means that physi-
cal activity, including 
for recreational sports 
becomes an activity that 
has guilt associated with 
it, in terms of both time 
and cost. And so, instead 

SWIMMING: No more waiting around, as moms are 
encouraged to dive right in with their daughters

→FROM 3

of prioritizing just the 
kids at the expense of 
the mom’s health, and 
assuming that parents 
can be spectators, we 
wanted to try to engage 
both mom and daughter 
simultaneously and track 
some of the outcomes that 
might happen from them 
being involved at the same 
time. And it’s been really 
powerful.”   

The program sees moms 
and daughters come out 
together to the WMC. Half 
the pool is in use for the 
first portion of the night, 
with the moms instructed 
by University of Water-
loo coach  Jacky Beck-
ford-Henriques as a 
university student coaches 
the girls. 

Later, both groups are 
brought together to do 
something more fun, a 
bonding exercise with the 
moms and the daughters 

so that they can feel more 
like they’re swimming 
together, she explained.

For participant Kyla 
Bloch, the opportunity to 
join her daughter Hadley 
in the water has been a 
great experience, along 
with a chance for some 
activity in the water.

“It was really great to 
have the opportunity to be 
coached again. I think for 
most adults, your experi-
ence with coaching tends 
to end after high school 
or so... It was just great 
to have that opportunity 
to do that again. And I 
think, to be able to do that 
instead of sitting in my car 
or running errands while 
my daughter was doing a 
recreational activity, it was 
great to be able to partici-
pate.” 

Funding for the research 
aspect of the program 
was made possible by the 
Canadian Parks and Recre-
ation Association, as well 
as the Sport Information 
Resource Centre.

The pilot program 
having been a success, 
the team is now hoping 
to begin a new session in 
January if the coronavi-
rus protocols allow. More 
information about the 
Woolwich Wave can be 
found on their website, 
woolwichswimteam.sport.
blog.

No longer spectators, moms take to the pool under new program. Damon MacLean

providing $13.9 million 
over 12 months to estab-
lish a voluntary self-isola-
tion center with about 140 
rooms.

In Toronto, officials 
have seen the virus hit 
those with lower incomes 
disproportionately, an 
issue in Waterloo Region 
as well. Here, those 
making less than $29,000 
a year account for 8.9 per 
cent of the population, but 
26 per cent of the cases.  

The region will be 
looking to move ahead 
with the next steps, said 
medical officer of health 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang. 

“Part of the application 
process will be meeting 

with community leaders 
to identify a partnership 
that will be required in 
order to implement the 
safe voluntary isolation 
site program. And as well 
to look at other key prior-
ities that will need to be 
addressed and put in place 
to prevent further spread 
of COVID-19.” 

Data related to the 
discrepancy in numbers 
among minority groups 
and low-income families 
will be part of the process.

“This is a federal 
program that municipal-
ities or organizations, 
or entities can apply to. 
And it’s really up to the 
community to determine 
where the site would be 

and what it might look 
like. The funding allows to 
costs related to lodgings, 
to food, to incidentals, 
cleaning, PPE, a variety of 
other items that would be 
required in order to support 
individuals who choose 
to voluntary isolate,” said 
Sedgwick Walsh.

“The idea that we’re 
currently exploring in 
terms of the application 
is to take a look at what’s 
currently in existence in 
our community, so looking 
at the model that’s been 
used by the shelter groups 
and how they’ve set up 
their isolation spaces and 
looking at how we can 
replicate those ideas that 
have been put in place.”

SELF-ISOLATION: Another way to slow the spread
→FROM 5
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When local news 
matters ...
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OpinionOpinion "To place the blame on hard working doctors 
and staff during a pandemic is unconsciona-
ble. This is a company that was very under-
staffed and unprepared before the pandemic. 
We've been following them for years."
Lawyer Darryl Singer takes aim at Revera Homes’ defense 
of its handling of COVID-19 outbreaks at its long-term 
care facilities.

The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is the first 
approved for use here, Health Canada 
announced this week. The authorization 
follows a thorough, independent review of 
the evidence, with the agency determin-
ing the submission met its safety, efficacy 
and quality requirements for use in Canada.
Health Canada

Verbatim The Monitor

I t’s the season of giving. That does not extend to the 
coronavirus, however. In this case, sharing is not 
caring. 

Actually, the opposing it true: not sharing is caring. 
It’s for that reason that health officials are calling on 
Ontarians to mark the holidays safely and responsibly. 
Celebrating at a distance is the best way to support health-
care professionals, and it is a small price to pay compared 
to the grief of those who could face far greater losses if we 
fail to do our part, they argue.

With the number of COVID-19 cases reaching record 
highs just as the holidays approach, groups representing 
Ontario's hospitals, nurses, physicians and respiratory 
therapists have issued an urgent plea for immediate 
action to curb the spread of the virus. While the provin-
cial government leads the way, it’s up to each of us to take 
responsibility to follow the rules, they argue.

Hospitalization rates have increased markedly, as have 
the number of people in intensive care units at Ontario 
Hospitals – 794 in hospital at midweek, 219 in the ICU and 
132 on ventilators – and the situation is likely to get worse 
if people act as if this were a regular holiday season. Hospi-
talizations lag infections, and infections lag gatherings 
that give the virus a chance to spread. Taking away that 
opportunity is the best way to get a handle on the situa-
tion.

To that end, it would be best if we all scaled back typi-
cal holiday plans, along with following the other estab-
lished protocols such as mask-wearing and hand-washing. 
Beyond reducing the number of new infections and coro-
navirus-related hospitalizations, extra precautions could 
prevent a ripple effect through the health-care system.

If hospitals, emergency departments and ICUs are full, 
it means that surgeries, procedures, diagnostic tests and 
routine care will have to be delayed, adding to a substantial 
backlog not just in hot spots, but throughout Ontario. This 
risk affects all patients, not only those with COVID-19 – the 
postponement of cardiac or cancer surgeries, for example, 
puts thousands more in harm's way, said health officials.

The Region of Waterloo is not exempt from the increases. 
The number of new cases has fluctuated over the last few 
weeks, but the general trend is upward – the rate of cases 
per 100,000 is above 10, down from the recent peak, but 
still at levels well above anything we’ve seen thus far in the 
pandemic. 

The situation isn’t going to improve all by itself. Nor 
can we expect vaccines now being rolled out in very small 
numbers to have any significant impact until at least the 
middle of next year. It’s much too soon to let down our 
guard.  

Christmas is typically the most social time of the year, 
from office parties to family gatherings. That’s not an 
option this year, however – indoor events are particularly 
fraught with issues, especially when we’re already in cold-
and-flu season.

The lure to get together with family and friends, coupled 
with the inevitable coronavirus fatigue is a recipe for more 
pain down the road. 

Those calling for vigilance know that it can be particu-
larly painful to cancel traditional family gatherings, but 
that sacrifice pales in comparison to the pain of losing a 
loved one or watching them suffer. While seniors and other 
vulnerable populations are at greatest risk from COVID-
19, there have also been serious health consequences and 
deaths among younger people, a group that needs particu-
lar attention in calling for all of us to do the right thing.

Throughout this protracted pandemic, there have been 
numerous admonitions to follow the guidelines. It’s good 
advice, even if some of us have become immune to the 
message.

We may be immune to the 
message, but not the virus

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

We are putting a final end 
to the fossil era,” said 

Denmark’s’s climate minister, 
Dan Jorgensen, last week. What 
he meant was that the Euro-
pean Union’s biggest oil and gas 
producer is officially getting 
out of the petrochemical busi-
ness after 80 years.

There’s still more oil under 
the North Sea off Denmark’s 
west coast, but the govern-
ment has just cancelled its 
next scheduled auction of oil 
and gas licenses. There will be 
no further exploration, and 
no new production platforms 
built. 

It’s not quite as big a deal as it 
sounds, because Europe’s three 
biggest oil and gas producers, 
Russia, Norway and the United 
Kingdom, are not members of 
the EU, and they are still in the 
business. But the latter two are 
now also discussing whether 
they should leave some of 
their oil and gas in the ground 
forever, which is a step in the 
right direction.

This is how progress is gener-
ally made in the struggle to stop 
global heating: one slow step 
at a time, and maybe therefore 
too little, too late. But last week 
saw something much more 
dramatic on what you might 
call the Food & Climate front: 
the first restaurant to serve 
artificial meat.

Next to burning fossil fuels, 

Finding salvation in a vat
ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

the biggest cause of anthro-
pogenic (human-caused) 
greenhouse gas emissions 
is agriculture – and more 
than half of all food-related 
G-G emissions come from 
producing meat. That’s the 
hardest part of the puzzle to 
solve, because people are very 
attached to eating meat and 
there’s no good substitute. 
Until recently.

Now there’s plenty. Near Tel 
Aviv last week a burger joint 
called The Chicken opened its 
doors for the first time. It looks 
pretty normal, except for a 
glass back wall through which 
you can see people in lab coats 
moving between big stainless 
steel vats called bio-reactors. 
That’s where they make the 
chicken.

It’s ‘cultured’ chicken: 
real live chicken cells grown 
in a solution containing all 
the necessary nutrients and 
doubling in volume every day. 
But no bacterial contamina-
tion from animal waste, no 
hormones and antibiotics to 
speed growth and slow the 
spread of disease, no land used 
to grow the chicken feed, no 130 
million chickens slaughtered 
every day.

SuperMeat, the parent 
company, is sticking with 
ground meat for burgers for 
now, but there’s no techni-
cal reason why it couldn’t be 
chicken breast with the familiar 
texture and taste of real chick-
ens. And they’re currently 
giving it away (to invited guests 
only) rather than selling it, 
because Israel’s regulatory 
authority has not approved it 
for sale yet.

That will come soon, but 
they’ll probably have to go 
on giving it away for a while 
because each burger patty costs 
around $35 to produce. But 
that’s down from $300,000 for 
the first beef hamburger patty 
in 2013, and Ido Savir, CEO of 
SuperMeat, reckons that the 
cost of cultured or ‘cultivated’ 
meat (the terminology is still 
evolving) will fall to parity 
with slaughtered meat in six or 
seven years.

It’s moving fast. Just the day 
before The Chicken opened in 
Israel, an American company 
called Eat Just got regulatory 
approval to sell its cultured 
‘chicken bites’, produced in 
a 1,200-litre bioreactor, in a 
restaurant in Singapore. And 
back in Israel Aleph Farms 
unveiled its first lab-grown beef 
steaks last month. (They prefer 
the term ‘biofarmed’)

Aleph’s innovation is 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 14
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Editor's 
Point of View

Some pandemic-related changes are likely to be permanent

Among those working 
from home – just under 
one-third of Canada’s 
adult population – just 
36 per cent said they 
will likely go back to 
their place of work when 
COVID-19 concerns 
subside.

“While executives and 
HR managers twist them-
selves into pretzels over 
the long-term implications 
for all their currently 
unused office space – 
Canadian workers have 
a clarity of vision around 
what the future of work 
will entail. Most who are 
working from home today 
do not anticipate a return 
to the office full-time,” 
reads the report.

“Indeed, just 36 per cent 
say this, while one-in-five 
foresee working from 
home permanently. The 

largest group, 44 per cent 
say that they will be work-
ing from home more than 
they did before, but it will 
be a mix of both.”

Of course, not every-
body gets the chance to 
work from home. There’s 
no online option for 
hospitality workers – the 
group hit hardest by 
efforts to curb the spread 
of the virus, many of 
whom had no work, let 
alone the remote kind 
– and others in a host 
of hands-on jobs. The 
pandemic has perma-
nently shuttered a large 
number of businesses. 
Changes in our shopping 
patterns, particularly 
online outlets, may 
become ingrained even 
after the crisis is over.

In an ever-shifting job 
market, more change isn’t 
welcome news on most 
fronts. Today’s situation 
has put a new urgency 
into the need for reversing 
inequities in the system, 

prompting renewed talk 
in some kind of universal 
basic income, for instance.

Research by Georges A. 
Tanguay and Ugo Lacha-
pelle of the Université 
du Québec à Montréal 
(UQAM) points to the 
potential for growing 
inequalities. 

“The possibility of work-
ing remotely isn’t available 
to everyone, with one 
Canadian study estimat-
ing that only 44 per cent of 
jobs are compatible with 
telecommuting. Remote 
work is particularly 
common among univer-
sity graduates, managers 
and professionals, but its 
practice also depends on 
the sector and the nature 
of the job. Finance, for 
example, compared to 
manufacturing, is more 
suitable to remote work. 
Consequently, many 
workers are deprived of 
an alternative that allows 
them to continue work-
ing during crises like the 

COVID-19 pandemic,” they 
wrote in an article earlier 
this year, noting those who 
already have advantages 
tend to benefit.

“The ongoing crisis 
therefore amplifies 
inequalities when it comes 
to financial and work-life 
balance benefits. If there’s 
a broader future adoption 
of telecommuting, a likely 
result of the current situa-
tion, that would still mean 
a large portion of the work-
ing population, many of 
them low-income workers, 
would be disadvantaged.”

Amidst the concerns, 
an actual shift in living 
patterns could prove a 
bonanza. On the down-
side, we’re already seeing 
a shift away from Toronto 
and the GTA having a 
negative – i.e. upward – 
impact on housing prices 
in Waterloo Region. For 
working remotely to be a 
real positive, the settle-
ment patterns have to be 
into yet-smaller locations, 

the kinds of communities 
that have experienced 
contraction.

It’s possible that there 
will be a ripple effect 
that eventually spills out 
well beyond the GTA and 
greater Golden Horseshoe. 
A Globe and Mail story this 
week notes there’s already 
been a drop in demand 
for the small highrise 
condos that are the norm 
in Toronto. 

“Developers are pump-
ing out studios and 
one-bedroom condos in 
the Toronto region, even 
as demand for the smaller 
units has plummeted 
during the pandemic.

“Ever since the COVID-
19 pandemic forced many 
office workers to work 
from home, demand for 
bigger living spaces and 
backyards has exploded, 
with house sales jumping 
in most of Canada,” reads 
the piece.

“Of the new condo 
project launches in the 
Toronto region this year, 
studios and one-bedrooms 
account for 61 per cent of 
the new units, according 
to new data from Urbana-
tion Inc. Two-bedrooms 
make up 32 per cent, 
while three-bedrooms, 
penthouses and other 
larger spaces make up the 
balance,” with the story 
noting condos in the city 
of Toronto have been the 
only type of property to 
lose value, the average 
selling price of a condo fell 
3 per cent to $640,208 in 
the 12 months to Novem-
ber.

People leaving the 
city and people looking 
for more space because 
they’re working at home 
both drive down demand 
for highrise living. That’s 
a trend worth supporting, 
especially in conjunction 
with policies to decrease 
the population – a win-win 
for lower prices and the 
environment. 

Long before now, of 
It's the kind of year where there's a shortage of many things, including patience.

To say the pandemic 
has prompted 

changes in our lives would 
be an understatement. 
Most of them are tempo-
rary, however. Most, but 
not all, as we’re likely to 
see some permanent shifts 
in employment and, on 
the upside, working from 
home.

Where telecommuting 
was long discussed but 
not widely implemented, 
joined more recently 
by video meetings, the 
coronavirus crisis forced 
us to move quickly. To our 
surprise, it’s worked out 
quite well. So much so 
that some companies are 
looking to make remote 
work an option, or even 
the norm.

That has the potential 
to reduce the demand for 
office space and, eventu-
ally, to see people leave 
larger urban centres in 
search of bigger, cheaper 
real estate and a better 
quality of life. That would 
be a financial boon for 
those renting space – 
commercial and residen-
tial – in places such as 
Toronto, not to mention 
reducing time wasted on 
commuting.

There’s also a commen-
surate environmental 
benefit, one seen clearly 
in the early stages of the 
pandemic when the roads 
were joyously, albeit 
unsustainably empty of 
traffic.

Along with empty roads, 
we saw offices vacated in 
favour of makeshift home 
workspaces. That took 
some juggling, but most 
Canadians seem to think it 
was a positive change, one 
worth continuing even 
when the pandemic is a 
thing of the past.

An Angus Reid Institute 
survey this summer found 
only one-third of Cana-
dians working remotely 
expect to resume working 
from the office as consis-
tently as they did pre-pan-
demic. →KANNON | 14
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Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

How to get around the issue of never having enough boats

counsel.
But, if you can make the 

case only in front of your 
significant other, the best 
argument is this. 

You say something 
like, “Yes, I have a duck 
boat for duck hunting, 
and a beat-up tin boat 
for fishing, plus a canoe 
for paddling, fishing and 
portaging and an inflatable 
pontoon boat for small 
backwoods lakes and 
quick, impromptu fishing 
trips. But, you know, I’m 
ashamed to admit I don’t 
have a boat worthy of 
you….”

This is the kind of state-

ment that short-circuits 
even the most adamant 
anti-boat-buying argu-
ment. First, it gets their 
mind wondering “What 
kind of boat is worthy of 
me?”

For some, the answer is 
a nice 20-foot ski-boat. For 
others it is a state-of-the-
art pontoon boat, complete 
with stereo, reclining lawn 
chairs, cooler and barbe-
cue. For others yet, it’s the 
Queen Mary.

Regardless of expecta-
tions, at this point, they 
will likely ask, “Why?”

To which you would 
honestly respond, “Well, 
you are too image-con-
scious to be seen in my 
beat-up, old tin boat, you 
are a lousy paddler and not 
very helpful on a portage, 

if I took you out in my duck 
boat, I’d have to leave too 
many decoys at home, and 
there’s no way two of us 
would fit in my inflatable 
pontoon boat.”

So, forget about being 
honest.

Instead say, “I’m hoping 
to find new ways to move 
you around in comfort 
and style and allow us to 
enjoy time on the water 
together.”

Very few people could 
resist such a considerate 
answer, especially when 
you say it with a smile on 
your face and a loving look 

in your eyes.
Sure, your significant 

other will put up a bit of 
resistance and hem and 
haw for a day or two. But 
during that time, the words 
“I’m hoping to find new 
ways to move you around 
in comfort and style and 
allow us to enjoy time on 
the water together” will 
begin to resonate and 
maybe even cause an unex-
pected smile or two.

Eventually, as winter 
progresses, the thought 
of enjoying time on the 
water together will begin 
to seem like a good idea. 

So sometime, say around 
January, your significant 
other might say,“You know 
what? Maybe we do need 
to add to our fleet. Go 
out there and find a new 
way to move me around 
in comfort and style and 
allow us to enjoy time on 
the water together.”

“Are you sure?” You 
should ask.

“Yes,” will be the reply. 
“You have my blessing.”

And that, my friends, is 
how you get your signif-
icant other to agree to 
adding two new boats to 
your fleet.

Over the course of an 
outdoors enthusiast’s 

life, there will come a time 
when you will be asked the 
question each of us fears. 

Your significant other 
will ask: How many boats 
does one person need?

The answer is never easy.
As someone who owns a 

modest collection of boats 
– one canoe, one tin boat, 
one duck boat, one inflat-
able pontoon boat – my 
answer would be, “More 
than I have.”

You would think any 
backwoods lawyer would 
be able to poke a hole right 
through this assertion. 
And, of course, you’d be 
right. 

So, the first step is never 
to say this in front of your 
significant other’s legal 

 � Province needs 
to act on long-
term care 
improvements

To the Editor,
The following is an open 

letter to Kitchener-Cones-
toga MPP Mike Harris:

I am writing to express 
my concern of the incred-
ibly poor performance of 
the Ford government with 
respect to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The action taken by your 
government with respect 
to the staffing crisis in 
LTC, that has been ongo-
ing since the start of the 
pandemic, has been inad-
equate despite the public 
relations announcements.

We are in the second 
wave of COVID-19 infec-
tions across Ontario. Why 

was no concrete action 
taken to recruit and train 
staff, specifically the PSWs 
that are trained to deliver 
most of the care in long-
term care facilities after the 
lessons of the first wave? 
On September 1 there were 
18 outbreaks with 21 cases 
in LTC facilities across 
Ontario. As of December 1, 
we have 117 outbreaks with 
3,462 cases in LTC facili-
ties. We are in the second 
wave and nowhere is there 
an increase in number of 
staff in LTC that Mr. Ford 
talked about.

Moreover, your govern-
ment has not imple-
mented the minimum care 
standard of four hours of 
hands on care per resident 
in LTC per day. Why not?

Waiting for up to five 
years to reach that target 
is inexcusable. Legislation 
that is in committee now 
must be brought forward 

cultured beef that actu-
ally comes with the shape 
and texture of traditional 
steak. (All the players can 
pass the taste test, because 
they are all working 
with real beef cells.) The 
process is designed for 
large-scale production, 
they’ve patented it six 
ways from Sunday, and 
they’ll do a pilot launch at 
the end of 2022.

This is going to happen. 
All the promising start-
ups are attracting major 
investment from food 
giants like Cargill (Aleph’s 
godfather). We are at 
the start of a high-speed 

global transition, at least 
for the mass market, from 
born-fed-and-slaughtered 
beef, pork and chicken to 
‘cultivated’ versions of the 
same meat.

How fast? Think 10-15 
years, It needs to happen 
fast because meat and 
dairy production alone 
account for almost 15 per 
cent of greenhouse gas 
emissions. Vegetarianism 
and veganism alone will 
not solve the problem 
because they still depend 
on growing crops on the 
land, and also because 
people are very conserva-
tive about diet.

This is how to save the 

Amazon, where the forest 
is being cut down to grow 
the soy that will feed the 
world’s cattle. In fact, this 
is how to take half the 
world’s cropland out of 
production.

Re-wild that land and 
we solve about six prob-
lems at once. We even 
give ourselves a chance 
of cutting emissions fast 
enough to avoid driving 
global average tempera-
ture above +2°C and 
unleashing hell on Earth.

All we have to do then is 
to figure out what a billion 
or so farm families will do 
for income instead. That’s 
tomorrow’s problem.

or the staffing crisis will 
never be resolved. LTC 
chains will continue to 
prioritize profit over care 
without a legalized stan-
dard of care. The people of 
Ontario want real action 
on the staffing crisis in 
LTC, similar to that taken 
in other provinces, such 
as Quebec and British 
Columbia.

Will you do your upmost 
to bring that legislation 
on the “standard of care” 
forward and passed into 
law?

Also, we now have a 10 
per cent positivity rate of 
the infection in Elmira 
(N3B postal code), the 
centre of your constit-
uency. Public Health is 
on alert when positivity 
surpasses two per cent. 
The pandemic is out of 
control in Elmira. 

Jim Stewart
WATERLOO

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

DYER: Cultured meat would be a big help to the 
environment, but means big changes to agriculture
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KANNON: The possibility of another class system
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course, we’d seen the 
impact of crowding and 
expense in Toronto lead to 
suburban sprawl, first in 
Peel and then into Milton, 
Guelph, Cambridge and 

points west. None of that 
is sustainable, either, as 
long-distance commuting 
isn’t the answer.

With remote work, geog-
raphy is no longer a hurdle 
to be overcome. It’s not a 

panacea of course, and it 
risks accelerating inequi-
ties and giving rise to two 
new divides, two classes of 
those who can work from 
home and those whose 
jobs don’t allow it.

This Holiday Season ...
ShopLOCAL, Eat LOCAL, Read LOCAL
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LOCAL
LOCAL
LOCAL

Shop
Eat

Read

This Holiday Season ...

Local businesses and restaurants need your support more
than ever this holiday season. Small businesses across our
townships have come up with creative ways for you to shop
safely through delivery, pickup and online.

Find all the information you need to make the most of your
holidays in The Observer. In print you’ll find local places to
shop and support, along with local news you can’t find
anywhere else.

We ask you to support local. And by supporting Observer
advertisers, you are also supporting your local newspaper.

observerxtra.com

Find local
businesses to shop

this holidays at
shoplocalwoolwich.ca
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

Business Home Hardware Stores Limited was named 
one of Waterloo Area’s Top Employers. The 
annual competition is organized by the 
editors of Canada's Top 100 Employers and 
recognizes businesses that lead their indus-
tries in offering exceptional places to work. 
Employers are evaluated on criteria such as 
work atmosphere, community involvement, 
training and skills development. 

The province is providing $238,000 to 
address the shortage of personal support 
workers in Waterloo Region, with funding 
going to training programs in the region, 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris 
announced this week. The money is being 
made available through the Canada Ontario 
Job Grant.

Home Hardware is tops PSW training programs

Krista McBay, owner of the Elmira Home Hardware, and her fellow BIA businesses have adjusted to make safety protocols a priority during this holiday season. Damon MacLean

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

CHRISTMAS IS PRIME 
TIME FOR retailers, but 
they’re having to adapt as 
the coronavirus pandemic 
that struck last winter 
prepares to roll into next 
year.

Typically, groups such 
as the Elmira BIA would be 
running activities to entice 
large groups of people 
downtown – events such 
as Moonlight Madness, for 
instance – but that’s not 
in the cards this year due 
to public health proto-
cols. Still, the retailers are 
set up to safely welcome 
shoppers, says the chair of 
the Business Improvement 
Area. 

“We’re trying to get the 
word out to the commu-
nities that they could still 
come downtown safely do 
their Christmas shop-
ping, come into the stores 
[while] still feeling safe,” 
said Jonathon Clay, owner 
of SOS Physiotherapy.

While the BIA had 
hoped the pandemic situa-
tion would have improved 
enough by the end of the 
year to offer up Moonlight 
Madness, that wasn’t to be, 
especially with Waterloo 
Region in the red/control 
zone of the provincial 
system. That being the 
case, it wasn’t the time for 
the traditional tree-light-
ing, carol singing and 
visiting with Santa. 

To make up for the event 

not taking place, the BIA 
came up with a contest 
to encourage residents 
to continue shopping in 
their favourite stores, 
inviting residents to visit 
and shop at their favourite 
BIA businesses and gave 
them two ways to enter 
for a chance to win one of 
five $100 gift cards. Those 
who visited the businesses 
could fill out a ballot for 
their chance to win, or 
they could take a selfie 
with their purchased items 
in front of the store and 
tag the BIA and store on 
Instagram or Facebook. 

“We had to change on a 
dime like we literally made 
the decision that we were 
going to go ahead with 
different messages and 

just make sure that people 
knew that they were safe 
and still trying to do fire 
barrels and still try to have 
a selfie photoshoot outside 
the library. Then the next 
day we went to phase 
red, and we literally had 
to then shut it all down 
again,” said Clay of having 
to adapt to the situation. 

“It’s just been really 
difficult with an 
ever-changing envi-
ronment to make those 
decisions for this type of 
events.”

Clay said he wants 
residents to know that 
the shops in Elmira are 
not only still open, but 
they are doing everything 
safely to ensure they can 
continue to operate and 

'Tis the season for shopping locally
Elmira BIA members make adjustments to their Christmas activities in recognition of the pandemic

serve customers in the 
community. 

BIA member Krista 
McBay, owner of Elmira 
Home Hardware, says this 
event is especially import-
ant right now because they 
want to encourage resi-
dents to shop at their local 
stores while also being 
sensitive to the situation.

“With everything that 
was going on, we knew we 
wanted to do something 
to support the businesses 
downtown, but it was 
kind of tricky because 
you kind of walk a fine 
line between encouraging 
people to shop downtown 
and coming across as 
being insensitive to the 
situation we’re in. But 
we decided the best way 

to do it was to encour-
age people who were 
making the effort to come 
downtown and support 
the local merchants and 
businesses,” said McBay. 
“We want it to be more 
focused on the businesses 
and what they’re willing 
to offer and how they’re 
following safety protocols, 
and that kind of thing. 

“[We also wanted] to 
show our appreciation for 
people coming downtown 
and supporting those busi-
nesses… and just encourage 
the businesses to do every-
thing they needed to do to 
get the customers coming 
into their businesses, and 
to thank the consumers 
for actually shopping and 
supporting downtown.”

RESIDENT IAL  •  COMMERCIAL  •  PERSONAL IZED SERVICE  •  FREE  EST IMATES

“A Good Job Done Every Time”

Colleen  |  t. 519-669-2033 | c. 519-581-7868

Wi� Bright WishesWi� Bright Wishes
It’s the happiest time of the year,and it’s customers like you who

make our work worthwhile. Thanks so much for your support. 

31 David St., Wellesley | 519.656.2909 ECRA / ECA 7000298

May the Light of the world
bring you peace & joy this Christmas
& throughout the new year

RURAL

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

May your holiday be filled with joy 
and good cheer and the New Year 
bring you peace and happiness.

Season Greetings

E lm ira, O n t. 108 B o nn ie  C res . P H : 519-669-2145



B U S I N E S S  |  17   Thursday, December 10, 2020 | THE OBSERVER

The municipality of the Township of Woolwich along 
with local community organizations want you to know

‘We’re in this together’

Woolwich Community
Health Centre

It’s OK to ask for help
Woolwich Counselling 
Centre recognizes that 
during this time of 
uncertainty, we can all 
use some additional 
support for our mental 
health. Let’s take care of 
ourselves and encourage 
one another.  We are 
here to help by offering 
online groups and work-
shops, as well as individ-
ual, couple or family 
counselling sessions via 
phone and video.

Upcoming Sessions: 
Dec 9 at 7pm Anything 
but Merry Workshop – in 
partnership with 
Bereaved Families of 
Ontario
Jan 26 at 7pm Coping 
with the Winter Blues 
workshop
Feb 2- Mar 9 Cognitive 
Behaviour Therapy for 
Insomnia weekly group

Woolwich 
Counselling Centre

65 Memorial Ave,
Elmira, ON N3B 2R9

519-669-8651

www.woolwichcounselling.org

Woolwich Community 
Services is here if you 
need us!

We offer:
• Christmas hampers
• Domestic Violence
   Support
• Food programs
• Help with some 
   financial situations
• Listening, Advocating
  and Referrals
• Low-German Family
   Support

*All support is confidential

Weekly Food Programs
Monday - Lunch Crunch 
from 11am-4pm & Bread 
Program 12pm-4pm
Friday - Fresh Food 
Friday 1pm-4pm
Please call for more info 
or to register.

Woolwich 
Community Services

5 Memorial Ave.,
Elmira ON N3B 2P8

T: 519-669-5139
woolwichcommunityservices.org

Woolwich 
Thrift Shop

T: 519-669-1129

The Woolwich 
Community Health 
Centre encourages you 
to stay healthy this 
winter.
• Continue regular health 
monitoring by phone or 
virtually
• Maintain a balanced 
diet and healthy activity 
levels for strong brains 
and bodies
•  Stay connected- reach 
out to friends, family, 
neighbours or one of 
community services 
listed here
•  Attend free virtual 
education events at 
www.wchc.on.ca  or 
check out our Wellness 
Blog for helpful 
information

Woolwich Community 
Health Centre

P.O Box 370, 
10 Parkside Drive

St. Jacobs, ON N0B 2N0
519 664 3794

www.wchc.on.ca

Wellesley 
Satellite Clinic

1180 Queens Bush Road
Wellesley N0B 2T0

519-656-9027

Helping Seniors and 
Adults to Live 
Independently in Their 
Own Home is our focus 
at Community Care 
Concepts.

• Meals on Wheels            
• Transportation 
• Day Programs
• Homemakers 
• Maintenance
• Friendly Visitors 
• Community Meals 
• Social Programs
• Transportation from
   Hospital to Home

• FREE Community
   Exercise and Falls

   Prevention Classes 

• FREE Short Term

  Home Support

Community Care 
Concepts

929 Arthur St. S.,
Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z2

519-664-1900 or   
1-855-664-1900

communitycareconcepts.ca

Sponsored by:
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In its annual poll to 
measure public trust, the 

Canadian Centre for Food 
Integrity asks respondents 
if it thinks the food system 
is trending in the right 
direction. 

I always thought the 
question was too vague.

If only, though, the 
question could be put to 
Ontarians this week, as 
Ontario Premier Doug 
Ford and his government 
threaten agriculture in the 
Greenbelt and elsewhere 
by loosening demands on 
development.

Trending in the right 
direction? Unfortunately, 
no.

On the heels of the 
provincial budget that 
underlined the value of 
our agri-food system with 
significant investments, 
the provincial government 
is trying to push through 

Farmland needs to be preserved, not developed

legislation that will limit 
the power of conservation 
authorities to control 
development in their 
regions, including the 
Greenbelt.

This move caused the 
Greenbelt council chair 
and six board members 
to resign. One called it “a 
blatant assault on conser-
vation.” At least one mayor 
in or near the Greenbelt 
it protesting on the front 
page of Toronto dailies.

The premier has had 
the Greenbelt in his 
sights since even before 
taking office. During his 
campaign, he is said to 
have discussed backroom 
deals with developers 
eager to swoop in on the 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

protected land. He backed 
off when the public kicked 
back. Now he’s making a 
similar mess.

You can’t give gener-
ously to agriculture one 
week then do an end-run 
the next and expect to still 
have credibility with rural 
Ontario. Ford’s govern-
ment will argue devel-
opment is necessary for 
prosperity, and that’s true. 
But it’s time to build up, 
not out. 

Certain kinds of new 
development adjacent to 
protected areas is almost 
as bad as development in 
them. Consider the Green-
belt. Dense development 
on its doorstep wreaks 
havoc on watersheds and 
makes it almost impossi-
ble for agriculture to exist 
within – at least, modern 
agriculture, the kind that 
produces food for the 

thousands, not the dozens. 
It’s the kind of farming 

that requires tractors and 
wagons to travel on roads, 
the kind that produces 
some measure of noise 
and odour. 

These are not market 
gardens. These are 
commercial farmers and 
they need some elbow 
room. They can’t carry on 
normal farming activities 
with a subdivision or mall 
next door. And much of 
Ontario’s protected area 
is right where developers 
would like to start paving. 

This is a troubling trend, 
and a troubling circle. 
Agricultural economics is 
a complex matter, but the 
bottom line is that if we 
don’t pay farmers enough 
to making a living by 
producing quality on small 
acreages, then they have to 
make it up in quantity on 

bigger farms. 
Evidence emerged this 

week showing on the 
prairies at least, that’s 
exactly what’s happening. 
In Alberta, a province 
with massive agriculture 
production, just six per 
cent of farms there operate 
and control about 40 per 
cent of its farmland. It’s 
not much different for the 
other prairie provinces. 

Farms are getting bigger 
because they need volume 
to be profitable. We don’t, 
or won’t, pay the real 
price of food. So just like 
a retailer that tries to sell 
more at discounted prices 
to get by, farmers have to 
do the same. 

The difference is, the 
products that come off 
Canadian farms are top of 
the line. We’re not getting 
loss leaders, we’re getting 
the best food in the world 

for a fraction of what it’s 
worth. 

Last week I said the 
agri-food system’s reli-
ability through the early 
part of the pandemic left 
a good taste in consum-
ers’ mouths and opened 
the door for government 
investment in the sector. 
But if the premier and his 
government allow devel-
opers to keep paving over 
farmland, that investment 
can’t realize its full poten-
tial. 

We have some of the 
world’s best farmland in 
the Great Lakes basin… 
and a booming popula-
tion to go along with it. 
Building up isn’t the only 
answer, but building out 
and swallowing up farm-
land is no answer at all, 
especially when we need a 
reliable food system more 
than ever.

Damon MacLean 
Observer Staff

A PROPOSED AMALGA-
MATION OF CANADIAN 
seed industry groups is 
moving ahead, albeit with-
out one of the five organi-
zations that were part of 
the original talks.

Although members of 
the Canadian Seed Grow-
ers Association didn’t 
vote to back the forma-
tion of a new combined 
organization, dubbed 
Seeds Canada, four other 
groups will move ahead: 
Canadian Plant Technol-
ogy Agency (CPTA); the 
Commercial Seed Analysts 
Association of Canada 
(CSAAC); the Canadian 
Seed Growers’ Association 
(CSGA); the Canadian 
Seed Institute (CSI); and, 
the Canadian Seed Trade 
Association (CSTA).

Formal approval is 
still pending, but the 
new group could be in 
operation by early next 
year, the culmination of 
discussions that date back 

Scaled back, but Seeds Canada venture will move ahead
Four other industry groups vote to proceed despite vote failing to pass at Canadian Seed Growers Association

to 2015.
“That process had an 

oversight committee made 
up of folks from all five 
organizations that had 
toiled away for quite a few 
years, taking it from just a 
crazy idea on a napkin to 
getting organizations to 
have membership votes on 
the amalgamation ques-
tion,” said Quentin Martin 
of Winterbourne’s Cribit 
Seeds, a CSGA member 
who will serve as a board 
member of the new seed 
body.

The collective goal 
would be removing redun-
dancies in the Canadian 
seed industry. 

In advance of the 
vote, Martin and other 
members of Cribit Seeds 
worked to ensure people 
became educated on the 
topic before they made a 
decision. When it came 
time to cast votes, Martin 
said the process was fair 
and saw a higher turnout 
online than it would have 
got from an in-person 
process.

When not-for-profits 
vote to merge, two-thirds 
of each group’s member-
ship must approve. Martin 
said the Seeds Canada vote 
passed easily at all of the 
organizations except for 
CSGA, which had roughly 
45 per cent of members 
vote in favour, freezing 
the motion for all parties 
involved.

“I was concerned that 
that one might end up 
between 50 and 67 per 

cent, and that would be 
awkward. If you have an 
organization that the 
majority want change, 
and are restrained by a 
minority, that’s really 
awkward,” he said.  

“As a dues paying 
member of CSGA, I was 
disappointed that the 
membership in total didn’t 
see the value in moving 
forward. There was a very 
effective and efficient 
campaign by no propo-

nents that was very effec-
tive. The pun is intended: 
they seeded enough fear 
that the vote didn’t carry.” 

“While there may be 
one less amalgamating 
partner, the vision for 
Seeds Canada to become 
the voice of the seed 
sector, including seed 
growers, analysts, and the 
seed trade, remains the 
same. The goal is for Seeds 
Canada’s membership 
to include national and 

provincial seed associ-
ations, as well as seed 
growers from across the 
country. Growers play an 
integral role in the seed 
system, and Seeds Canada 
needs their involvement to 
succeed,” the four remain-
ing groups said in a joint 
statement.

Martin said he was 
impressed by the speed at 
which the other organi-
zations were able to move 
forward, noting farmers 
who buy seeds won’t see 
much of a difference in the 
process.

“By and large, it’s an 
industry issue. It really 
won’t significantly impact 
most farmers in Canada 
– it’s just trying to be 
more efficient in utilizing 
resources earlier in the 
process, like before the 
farmer actually gets his 
bag of seed. This is all in 
the background. And it is 
just mechanics – it’s the 
mechanics of how we end 
up getting the certified 
product into the hands of 
farmers. That’s all it is.” 

A view atop the facility at Cribit Seeds in Winterbourne. The company's Quentin Martin will serve as 
a board member of the amalgamated group.  Submitted

“Where Quality Comes First”

3044 Sawmill Rd.,  St. Jacobs, ON

Wishing You A Safe & Merry Christmas
From all the elves at our workshop

519-664-3711 Phone: 519.699.4451 or 519.698.0138

WishingYou
and Your family
a year filled with

Peace and Joy

GERBER
AUCTIONS LTD.

Real Estate • Farm • Estate • Antiques • Appraisals

VALUGUARD
SECURITY SYSTEMS LTD.
VALUGUARD
SECURITY SYSTEMS LTD.

Wishing 
you a safe 
and happy 

holiday 
season 

from all of us at

519-699-4020
valuguard.ca
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Call or Visit us today
730 Bridge Street West - Unit 3,                                                              

Waterloo, Ontario, N2V 2J4
Phone: (519) 747-5075, Fax: (519) 747-4608

e-mail: info@acuteservices.com
web: www.acuteservices.com

Your Local Health 
and Safety 

Training Centre
Joint Health and Safety 
Committee Part 1 & 2
and Recertification
Working at Heights 
Initial and Refresher 

Confined Space Entry & Rescue
And Many More!

A+
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ALWAYS IN TOUCH.

Shipping Made Easy.
For All Your Transporation Needs.

Between Canada & USA 

 √ FLATBED/VAN √ EXPEDITE/LTL/TL

3585 LOBSINGER LINE, ST. CLEMENTS | 519.699.5018 | 1.800.266.2671

rgingrich@dti-logistics.com

Always In Touch

Thank you to all of our loyal customers & 
friends for your suppor t in 2020.

www.rwelectricltd.com

519-669-1462ECRA/ESA
Licence # 7000605

BROKERAGE REAL ESTATE LTD.

Wishing all of you 
a Safe & Healthy 
Christmas.
As 2020 draws to a close, our thoughts turn 
gratefully to those who have made our 
progress possible. It is in this spirit, that we 
simply and sincerely say “Thank You” for 
your past and future patronage. We are 
grateful for the opportunity and the 
privilege to serve you.

Brad Martin
Broker of Record

Shelly Taylor
Office Administrator

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira 
519-669-2772
www.thurrealestate.com

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
“And the angel said to them, ”Fear not, for

behold, I bring you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people.” ~Luke 2:10

MERRRRRR YRYR CHRISTSTS MAS!
“And the angel said to them, ”Fear not, for

behold, I bring you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people.” ~Luke 2:10

10 MAIN ST.,
DRAYTON

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

Season’s Greetings☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

Season’s Greetings☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

Season’s Greetings☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays

519-669-2225
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We appreciate the good faith you`ve shown us this year.

Wishing you and your family a
blessed and bountiful year in 2021.

May faith be your 
guide during this 

holy season.

1540 Floradale Rd., Elmira 
519.669.5105 | www.mgmill.com 

MERRY CHRISTMASM
ERRY CHRISTMAS

315 Arthur St. S. Elmira | 519-669-5403 

Open 8am - 9 pm 7 Days a Week! 
Closed Christmas Day.| Boxing Day 9am-5pm

Happy Holidays!
From Doug & Mary Lou,

and staff at Elmira Foodland

As the days until Christmas dash by,we’d like to take time 
out to thank all of you for stopping by our way this year.

12 Arthur St S, Elmira, ON | taylorgerber.ca | 519.210.0191

We sincerely 
thank you for your

 patronage this year.

We’re looking 
forward to assisting 

you in 2021

May the 
timeless message of
 Christmas fill your

 heart with joy



Gift Ideas
Christmas
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Discover our local businesses | discover.observerxtra.com

See our selection of 
Instock Laptops 

and Chromebooks 
Ready to take home 

for Christmas

NEW!

schelters.ca

Hi-Tech for
theHolidays!

TECH 
SUPPORT

TECH 
SUPPORT

Repair, Upgrade and Install 
Service Now available 

    In-store or Onsite

Today’s Top Brands

EXPONENT BLUETOOTH 
WIRELESS HEADSET 

Black or White

Sale $ 39.99*
Reg. $ 65.99

Sale $ 39.99*
Reg. $ 65.99

EXP 533XX  

DURACELL ION SPEED 
CHARGE FOR AA 

OR AAA BATTERIES 
Includes 4 AA battery

Sale $ 25.79*
Reg. $ 29.79

Sale $ 25.79*
Reg. $ 29.79

AOC GAMING MONITOR
27" CURVED SCREEN

Active Matrix  
Sale $ 279.99

Reg. $ 329.99
Sale $ 279.99

Reg. $ 329.99

BROTHER PT-M95 P 
TOUCH LABELLER

Sale $ 24.99
Reg. $ 39.99

Sale $ 24.99
Reg. $ 39.99

SEAGATE PORTABLE 
HARD DRIVE 
1TB and 2 TB models

Black, Red or Blue Case options

From $ 79.99From $ 79.99

VERBATIM MINI 
BLUETOOTH SPEAKER

BLACK, BLUE, WHITE  
Sale $ 19.79
Reg. $ 23.79

Sale $ 19.79
Reg. $ 23.79

VER702XX

ACER- ASPIRE 15.6"
A315-33-P8HD 

ADDESSO - 
GAMER MOUSE + 

KEYBOARD COMBO
Back lit Coloured effect

Hot Keys

Reg. $ 59.99Reg. $ 59.99

ANDA - AXE SERIES
 GAMER CHAIR

Black + Grey 
(Other Colours Available)

Fully Ergonomic High Quality

Reg. $ 399.99

From $ 279.99 +From $ 279.99 +

Hand Held Labelling 
Can be Fun!

As shownAs shown
$ 494.99$ 494.99

Sale $ 49.99Sale $ 49.99Sale $ 279.99Sale $ 279.99

Free Delivery, No Minimum Toll Free: 1-855-669-2201

ELMIRA
1 Union Street, Ont N3B 3J9

Phone: 519.669.2201

ELORA
99 Geddes Street, Ont N0B 1S0

Phone: 519.846.5540

Stores Open Monday to Friday 8:30am - 5:30pm (COVID REDUCED HOURS)

Tech 
for your 
office!  

On now until December 20th, Thursdays to Sundays  
at the Outlet Mall.   

Holiday Art Market

@stjacobsmarketstjacobsmarket.com 25 Benjamin Road E., Woolwich

WE ARE OPEN

Are you looking for last minute
gift ideas, or is someone hard to  

buy for? Check out these offerings 
from local businesses!
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Read a local best  
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Arts A holiday tradition in the region, the Yule-
tide Spectacular at the Centre In The 
Square will have a different look this year 
as the show goes online Dec. 18. Led by 
Daniel Bartholomew Poyser and hosted 
by Mike Nadajewski and Glynis Ranney, it 
features Canadian Broadway star Chilina 
Kennedy performing holiday favourites. 
www.centreinthesquare.com

The Jim Cuddy Trio will perform a drive-in 
concert Dec. 18 at the Grand River Race-
way in Elora. The Christmas on the Grand 
show will find the audience in their cars as 
the band takes to the stage, joined by local 
singer-songwriter Woody Woodburn and, 
starting off the evening, Sohayla Smith. 
www.jimcuddy.com

Virtually spectacular A drive-in concert

Elmira, ON | 519-669-8550 | www.talbot-promo.com

WAYNE G. MARTIN
Promotional Consultant
for over 45 Years

CALENDARS | PENS | APPAREL | TOTES | MUGS

Wishing You
All The Best

In 2021

Promoting People, Providing Promotions
Email: waynegmartin2013@gmail.com

5205 Ament Ln., Linwood  |  519-698-2215

Wishing you a 
safe and Happy 

Holiday!

Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

IN WHAT BEGAN AS 
A bucket-list project 
six years ago, financial 
planner Bill McBay put 
a check mark beside 
“write a book” when 
he completed Myths 
& Truths of Financial 
Planning Throughout 
Your Life. Having some 
additional time on his 
hands of late, he found 
himself delving back into 
the project, penning a 
second edition.

“My career changed 
and that kind of morphed 
into giving me some time 
to write the book. So, 
I started to write. And 
then in my industry, if 
you write a financial 
planning book, you have 
to get approved by the 
company that sponsors 
your license – it took me 
six years to get that book 
approved,” said McBay, 
noting the first iteration 
was a low-key undertak-
ing.

“I had 50 copies that 
I used to keep tables 
balancing and gave away 
to friends and family as 
gifts. And it wasn’t until 
COVID happened that I 
was able to finally get it 
approved by the company 
that sponsored my 
license. And then I wrote 
an extra chapter just to 
make it second-edition 
worthy.”  

The launch for the 
book didn’t go quite as 
McBay once envisioned 

Time to do the 
write thing
Bill McBay gets clearance for his book 
Myths & Truths of Financial Planning 
Throughout Your Life

Bill McBay used the downtime to do some writing, recently launching a second edition of his book. Damon MacLean

six years ago or even a 
couple of months ago, but 
“it was great” he says of 
the November 28 online 
event, taken in virtually 
by some 150 people.

On the night the book 
was released, there was 
a stream on the T.E.A.M. 
Financial Solutions 
YouTube account. 

“Obviously, I’d hoped 
to have a book launch and 
a function like a banquet 
hall, have people come 
in with catered meals, 
and speeches, every-
thing else. And obviously 
COVID didn’t allow for 
that. So, then we were 
going to do a smaller 
group and do a live 
virtual party, and have it 
videotaped, streaming 
live so people can see it,”  
said McBay, who suffered 
some pangs of regret for 
missing out on the tradi-
tional event.

As for the book itself, 
he notes it covers off a 
number of misconcep-
tions, including putting 
off financial planning 
until you are ready when, 
in reality, it should be 
something you start 
focusing on immediately. 
Nor do people need piles 
of money to have a finan-
cial planner, he added. 

“The book talks about 
starting a new relation-
ship, having a child, 
saving for education, 
paying down debt – plan-
ning for your ultimate 
demise, with your estate 
planning, being an exec-
utor. And then, of course, 

the new chapter is about 
market volatility during a 
global pandemic.” 

McBay notes the 
current climate is a good 
time to think about finan-
cial planning issues.

“I think the pandemic 
is going to help a lot of 
people. In the average 
family where people 
have continued to work 
throughout the pandemic, 
they’re working from 

home,” he said, explain-
ing that simple spending 
costs such as gas and 
getting dressed up daily 
have disappeared.  

“There’s other savings 
that you could see from 
not working, but they 
continue to earn their 
income. The market went 
down, but at one point it 
will tend to recover. The 
markets they go down, 
but all of our real estate 

went up. So, in this area, 
we had our overall net 
worth increase. So, the 
pandemic has really 
shone a light on planning, 
as well.” 

Sales of the book will 
help support charita-
ble groups. McBay has 
targeted three – the Heart 
and Stroke Foundation, 
Bereaved Families of 
Ontario Midwestern 
Region and the Kin Club 

of Woolwich – and says 
he’s open to hearing from 
other organizations.

Books can be ordered 
online at mythsandtruths.
com, through e-book 
platforms and Amazon, 
as well as in person at the 
Elmira Home Hardware 
and Grammy’s Boutique 
and Espresso Bar in the 
Village of Wellesley, with 
McBay open to other 
locations.
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Wherever you go this 
holiday season, our fond 
wishes are with you.

All the best to our
many friends
throughout the area!
This has been a great year for us, 
thanks to your generous support.

840 King St. N.,
Waterloo
519-669-1445
rmwexteriors.com

519.698.2472
www.erbelectric.ca ESA Licence #7000438

May your Christmas 
be Merry & 

Bright!

May your Christmas 
be Merry & 

Bright!

From all of us here at:

All the Best this
Holiday Season 

Happy Holidays
5 Dunke St. N.
Elmira, ON
519.669.2901

From

New patients always welcome

Your Pet’s Home for Health Care

ELMIRA: 81 Arthur St. S.
519-669-1533

FERGUS: 390 Beatty Lane
519-843-1620

Delivering Our
Best Wishes!

To Santa’s Garage 
and Yours!

Happy Holidays from:

ERIN: 4 Erinville Dr.
519-833-9785

ARTHUR: 100 Charles St.
519-848-2531

Best Wishes to you and your
family this Holiday Season
from staff & management

SANYO
CANADIAN 
 MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED
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SERVING OUR 
COMMUNITY 

FOR 28 
YEARS!

Season’s 
Greetings

�wanis Transit
Elmira Community Bus

�om

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm 

 Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

 

  

Elmira Remedy’sRx
75 Arthur St. South

Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Wyatt St
Dental
Office

Elmira 
Medical 
Centre

St. JamesLutheran
Church

Arthur St
Dental
Office

ELMIRAPHARMACY

Wyatt St E

Ar
th

ur
 S

t S
ou

th

M
em

or
ia

l A
ve

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

From All 
Of Us 

at:

Closed stat holidays

Dressed up as Saint Nick or in their holiday garb, runners came out 
to Wellesley Sunday for the first Santa Run. Submitted
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1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements | 519-698-2610 | 1-800-663-2941

www.kitchenkuttings.com
40 Arthur Street S., Elmira  |  519.669.8225

“Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet, and a 
light unto my path.”

Psalms 119:105

We appreciate you 
supporting us in 2020

ALL THE BEST

FROM ALL OF US

FOR A MERRY

HOLIDAY AND

A HAPPY

NEW YEAR!

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller Sales Representative 

“May you rejoice 

in the miracle, 

the gift and the 

promise of 

Christmas.”

“May you rejoice 

in the miracle, 

the gift and the 

promise of 

Christmas.”

DUB-L-E ESSO
390 Arthur St., S., Elmira

519-669-2015

DUB-L-E ESSO

Winter Is Here

For more winter safety tips visit: 

wnhydro.com/safety

STAY SAFE WITH THESE IMPORTANT REMINDERS

Never touch low-hanging or downed wires. 
Telephone or cable television wires that touch a powerline can be deadly. If you see a 
downed powerline, be sure to stay at least 10 feet away and call your local hydro 
utility. If there is an emergency, call 911.

Never try to make your own repairs to electrical equipment. 
If repairs are needed to your electrical equipment, always hire a licensed electrician 
to complete the work.

HO! HO! HO!
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Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

We are looking for a responsible individual 
with a strong work ethic and friendly, 

positive attitude to join our busy 
workplace.  A part time continuing 

position of 3 to 4 full days per week is 
available at our grocery store.

We are closed Sundays.

Contact us at 519-897-2600

Small Town Grocery Store

Now Hiring in Linwood

Help Wanted

For Sale
MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

Hay & Straw
STRAW FOR SALE - 4 
X 5 ROUND BALES, 
c h o p p e d  w h e a t 
straw. Clean, feed 
grade, stored inside. 
Call or text Kevin at  
519-616-4985.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

Farm 
Services

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
WANTED - ROSEVILLE 
MENNONITE NIAG-
ara Falls To Martin's 
Meetinghouse Brief 
History Mennonites in 
Ontario. L. Burkholder. 
 519-821-8286.

WANTED BY JANU-
ARY 1 OR SOONER. 
Family of 3 adults 
looking for place to 
rent in Elmira or area. 
Ground level or eleva-

tor preferable but will 
look at places with 
some steps. Inclusive 
if possible. Must have 
at least 2 bedrooms, 
parking, stove, fridge, 
and access to washer 
and dryer. References 
available. Please call 
519-699-9381 or 
226-791-7891. Leave 
message.

Rentals
KITCHENER APART-
MENT. WELL MAIN-
ta ined spac ious 
garden apartment for 
rent. Available Feb1st. 
Single car heated 
garage, located at 
78 Kehl Street. For 
more information 
call Mildred Frey at 
519-741-6970.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or 
email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

Personals
SECOND STRONGEST 
A D D I C T I O N ?  
Gambling! *Causes 
30% of suicides. * 
loses houses, loses 
spouses. Gamblers 
Anonymous meeting, 
Rockway Centre, 1405 
King St. E., Kitchener. 
Mondays 6:45 p.m. 
"except holidays".

The Observer is Open 
 for Business, but our 
 doors remain locked.

T H E  P O W E R  O F  P R I N T .

Read award-winning local news | www.observerxtra.com

The Observer continues to conduct business through limiting 
contact with the public in order to protect our staff and clients 
during this COVID-19 pandemic.

Thank you for your understanding and contacting us through 
phone, email and website.

General Contact:
Phone: 519-669-5790
Email: info@woolwichobserver.com
Web: www.observerxtra.com

Advertising Contact:
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com
Web: www.observerxtra.com/ads

Thank you for supporting the local news.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Office – Open for select services
Please use online or phone where possible or book appointments with staff in advance.  
There is a drop box located at the side of our building along Maple Street, which offers a 
contactless option for dropping off payments, building permits or documents. 
For current information on facilities and services, please see Woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. For health 
information, call Region of Waterloo Public Health  519-575-4400.

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

The Woolwich Memorial Centre is open for pre-registered aquafit, lane, family swim, swim lessons, fitness 
classes, fitness centre usage and walking track.  For more information visit:  
 Woolwich.ca/swim 

 Woolwich.ca/fitness

 Woolwich.ca/track

Check Before you Rec – At all facilities in the Region, we encourage you to Check before you 
Rec, to review our facility guidelines, visit: Woolwich.ca/RecCheck 

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage – Visit: Woolwich.ca/StayActive 

Local Business Resources – 
We are excited to introduce our NEW Shop Local Woolwich Gift Card 
Program! Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to 
list your business! For business support call 519-669-6020 or email:  
EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed 
public places. Children under five and people with certain medical 
conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be kind to those unable 
to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
We, as a community can stomp out COVID-19 in Waterloo Region.  It is more important than ever to:

• Only go out for essential purposes

• Limit social interactions to only your household

• Wash your hands often

• Wear a face covering

• Get tested if you have symptoms

We know this pandemic has added stress and anxiety to our lives, to help cope we need to focus on things 
we can control (and less on things we can’t). Learn more about managing stress during COVID-19 at: http://
regionofwaterloo.ca/COVID19Stress 

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 8am to 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

1.800.265.6126  |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

The Next Elmira Clinic:  
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, December 18th
2:30 - 7:30 pm 

Your donation
matters.
It matters to every patient across Canada. 
Because it’s something we can do today to 
help others wake up healthier tomorrow.

371 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

 ↆ E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R

 ♥ Insect traps 
If your garden is under siege from earwigs, dispose of them by 
making your own environmentally-friendly traps. Simply roll 
up a wet newspaper, tie it with a rubber band, and leave in the 
infested area overnight. By morning the bugs will have gone.
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 ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES    ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

& LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

Property MaintenanceProperty Maintenance
St. JacobsSt. Jacobs

Residential 
Driveway 
Blowing 
- Elmira Only

Commercial Snow 
Removal & De-icing

www.stjacobspropertymaintenance.ca
Tel: 519-503-5296

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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Don’t miss out on this 2+2 bdrm open 
concept bungalow!  Spacious eat-in 
kitchen w/island & quartz counter 
tops. Bright great room w/hardwood, 
F.P. & walkout to patio. Vaulted ceil-
ing in great room. Master suite w/
walkout to patio & hot tub, 4 pc en-
suite & walk-in closet. 2nd bedroom 
or office. Main flr laundry. Finished 
basement w/huge rec room with F.P. & 
wet bar. 2 additional bedrooms & 3 pc 
bath. Hardwood flooring in rec room 
and lower bdrms. California shutters 
throughout.  $799,900.00  MLS 

43 Roberta St., Elmira

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

Sought after court location on a 
large wooded lot! Completely re-
modelled inside & out. Replacement 
exterior siding & insulation, land-
scaping and windows/doors. Hard-
wood throughout the L.R., D.R. and 3 
bdrms. Newer kitchen cabinetry with 
ceramic floor & backsplash. Spacious 
master bdrm with walk-in closet & 
ensuite. Walkout to 800 sq. ft deck. 
New 5 piece bathroom. Newly ren-
ovated rec room w/rough-in for wet 

bar & den with walk-out to rear yard. Laundry/furnace room with another 
walk-out. New paint throughout. Shows well! New MLS $699,900.00

NEW LISTING | 4 Brown Thrasher Court, Elmira

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

Happy 96th Birthday 
Lorne Martin 

December 10

All the best from your family and friends

Thank You 
We would like to thank everyone 

for the many comforting 
sympathy cards and flowers that 

we received on the passing of 
my sister Karen Pond. 

Sincerely,  
Randy and Linda Roth 

Martin, Noah E.
Passed away peacefully at his 
residence, RR 1, St. Jacobs on 
Wednesday, December 2, 2020 at the 
age of 89. Husband of Edna (Kraemer) 
Martin. Father of Verna Martin of 
Elmira, Wayne and Viola Martin of RR 
1, St. Jacobs, Betty and Cleon Martin of 
RR 1, Mount Forest, Vera and Dennis 
Martin of RR 1, St. Jacobs. Brother of 
Annie Martin, and brother-in-law of 
Salome Bearinger and Agnes Kraemer. 
Survived by 19 grandchildren and 26 
great-grandchildren. Predeceased 
by his parents Ezra Martin and Leah 
Brubacher, three brothers, two sisters, 
and one great-grandchild. A drive 
past visitation took place on Friday, 
December 4, 2020 from 11 – 5 p.m. at 
the family residence. Due to COVID-19 
regulations, the burial and service for 
Noah was private.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M
Birthday

ObituaryThank you

Thank You 
We really appreciated your cards 

and lovely words on our 50th 
wedding anniversary. You made a 

special day even better by showing 
us kindness and recognition. We are 

blessed to be surrounded by such 
thoughtful friends and family. 

Glen and Phoebe Koch 

Thank you

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

SOLD
Just Listed | Drayton | $389,000

2 bedroom townhouse in great location. Affordable for first time buyers or a 
great investment. Mls Call Dale direct.

Death 
Notices

BARBOUR, GARY 
- Passed away 
peacefully at his 
home surrounded 
by his family on 
Saturday, November 
28, 2020 at the age 
of 67 years.

C L E M M E R , 
M A L I N D A  W. 
- Passed away 
p e a c e f u l l y  o n 
Monday, December 
7, 2020 at her home 
in Floradale at the 
age of 94.

GEIMER, HERBERT 
- Passed away at 
Barnswallow Place 
Care Community, 
Elmira, on Tuesday, 
December 1, 2020, 
at the age of 77 
years.

NOSAL, BARBARA 
A. (NEE GEORGE) 
- Passed away at 
home on Sunday, 
December 6, 2020 
at the age of 81.

S T R E I C H E R , 
ESTHER KUEPFER 
- With sadness, 
Esther 's family 
announces her 
passing, peacefully 
in her 99th year. 
Esther was born in 
Wellesley Township 
on January 22, 1922 
and passed away on 
November 29, 2020 
at Knollcrest Lodge, 
Milverton.

Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  Town
Parents Names

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2020
Email photos & caption information to:  ads@woolwichobserver.com

Monday, January 4, 2020 Deadline for submission & payment

+hst
$40BOOK 

EARLY!

Full colour photo of 
your little one published 

in the January 7, 
2020 edition.

100% LOCAL

Happy 90th Birthday 
Gerald Slimmon
From Brian, Bev, Brendan  

and Scotty Dog!

Birthday

LOCAL. INDEPENDENT. ALWAYS. 
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here The Board of Trustees of the Waterloo Cath-
olic District School Board this week elected 
Waterloo/Woolwich/Wellesley trustee 
Melanie Van Alphen as chair of the board, 
and Waterloo/Woolwich/ Wellesley trustee 
Jeanne Gravelle as vice-chair.

There were 575 residential homes sold 
through the Kitchener-Waterloo Associa-
tion of Realtors in November, an increase 
of 35% compared to the same month last 
year, and a decrease of 17% compared to 
the previous month. The average sale price 
of all residential properties increased 13% 
to $637,336. Detached homes sold for an 
average price of $753,641, up 14.4%.

WCDSB board elections Home prices up again

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Meet Luke
Luke works at the front desk at our Industrial Dr. location. He 
has been with us for an accumulation of 2 years. 
Luke lived in Australia for 2 years where he met his wife. They 
have now moved to Ontario with their 2-year-old puppy. He 
enjoys being involved with church friends and family. 

Ben and Laura Cook and their kids Paige and Parker show their holiday spirit in a big way at their Wellesley home. Damon MacLean

The Christmas show must go on
Damon Maclean 
Observer Staff

DECORATING THE 
HOUSE WITH CHRIST-
MAS lights is one of the 
few holiday activities 
that are still a go. For the 
Cook family in Wellesley, 
stringing lights around 
the house has been an 
ever-developing tradition, 
always trying to outdo the 
previous year’s display.

What originally started 
with having the lamp 
from a Christmas story 
displayed in their former 
Kitchener home window 
has now developed into 
a full light show with 25 

songs synchronized to the 
display at their Wellesley 
home. 

It’s become a large 
undertaking, with all 
hands on deck at 54 Ferris 
Drive: Ben and Laura, 
along with their daughter 
Paige and son Parker. 

The project has “grown 
exponentially every year,” 
said Ben Cook. “We started 
with six channels and six 
strings of lights. And now 
we’re at 64 channels and I 
think we’re at 24-25,000.” 

“Every year he adds 
something different. So, 
this year, he’s got like, 
these new blue and white 
trees. And he just added on 

some snowflakes and the 
‘believe’ sign on the front 
[of the house],” added his 
wife, Laura. 

Ben has an old work 
laptop that is now fully 
dedicated to running the 
light show. It operates on 
old software and doesn’t 
even have an internet 
connection, just a light 
software called Light 
Aroma. “There are four 
control boxes out there 
that are all connected via 
ethernet [cables]. And 
then they all turn on and 
off in line with the soft-
ware,” Ben explained. 

Having “a lot going on at 
once,” Ben has recruited → LIGHTING IT UP 40

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

THE HOLIDAYS ARE 
TYPICALLY BUSY times 
for charitable groups such 
as food banks, with many 
in the community need-
ing some extra help with 
putting food on the table 
and a host of other finan-
cial considerations. The 
coronavirus pandemic has 
exacerbated that situa-
tion.

Luckily, there are many 
resources within the 
community – in addition 
to support from residents 
and others who are willing 
to reach out and help – so 
those people searching for 
aid can receive what they 
need. Those resources 
are stretched somewhat 
thinner this year, prompt-
ing the community to 
respond in kind.

Wellesley minor hockey 
teams, for example, have 
chosen to take up the 
charge for a food drive on 
Sunday (Dec. 13). 

Normally, the Twin 
Centre Hericanes take 
part in the Wellesley 
Christmas Parade, 
collecting food items from 
viewers lined up along 
the route. Of course, with 
the cancellation of the 
parade, the usual collec-
tion effort was not able 
to take place and another 
had to be created so the 
work could continue. This 
year, both organizations 
– the Hericanes and Stars 
– have joined together 
to run a safe collection 
event which will benefit 
the Woolwich Community 
Health Centre (WCHC) 

and Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre.

Claire Birrell, a parent 
with children on both 
teams, is one who has 
worked to ensure this 
food drive can continue 
forward, even through 
the pandemic. She says 
keeping the tradition alive 
this year is important as 
there are many people 
dealing with food short-
ages – and many more 
may be in need because of 
the pandemic. 

“Just because COVID is 
happening doesn’t mean 
that everything has to 
stop. And there are many 
people that are dealing 
with food insecurities 
and COVID is not chang-
ing that, for certain – it’s 
probably making it a lot 
worse. And so, when you 
think about minor sports 
in small towns, it’s good to 
give back to your commu-
nity whenever possible. 
We just thought this 
would be a really, really 
great way to give back. 
There are many people in 
the community that are 
very interested in donat-
ing to food banks, whether 
it’s items or cash dona-
tions,” said Birrell.

“[Normally the Heri-
canes] always collected 
food items during the 
parade, so typically just 
the girls, the Hericanes, 
would walk in the parade 
with shopping trolleys, 
and they would collect 
food items along the 
parade route, and then 
we would donate it to the 
Wellesley Food Cupboard 
or the local food banks. 

Teaming up for 
community food 
drive on Sunday

A HELPING HAND

→ FOOD DRIVE 37

Wellesley’s Cook family goes bigger and brighter with decorations on their home
help from a friend in 
Missouri. “You can get lost 
in it. But I have help. I have 
a guy actually in Kansas 
[City] who helps me with 
the programming. I did 
four songs myself, and 
spent 60 hours on four 
songs.”  

This year’s event’s open-
ing sequence is the light-
ing scene from National 
Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation with 24 other 
songs programmed and 
listenable through 100.1 
FM transmitting from 
inside the Cooks’ home. 

The house is a desti-
nation on two tours this 
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 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: Every 
few months, my teenage 
son gets canker sores in 
the back of his throat that 
really bother him and last 
for about a week. Is there 
something that he can do 
to prevent them? Will this 
continue throughout his 
life?

ANSWER: Canker sores 
rarely pose a serious 
health concern. But as 
your son has found out, 
they can be annoying. 
Given that his canker 
sores keep coming back, 
it would be a good idea 
to make an appointment 
for your son to see his 
primary care provider and 
have his condition eval-
uated to see if treatment 
might be appropriate.

Canker sores, also 
called aphthous ulcers, 

Canker sores often go away on their own, are not contagious

are small, shallow sores 
that develop inside the 
cheeks, at the base of the 
gums, under the tongue or 
in the back of the throat. 
Typically, they appear red 
around the edges and gray 
in the center. Although 
they don't always cause 
discomfort, canker sores 
sometimes can be painful. 
As in your son's situa-
tion, canker sores often 
go away on their own in a 
week or two. Unlike cold 
sores, canker sores are not 
contagious.

It's unclear exactly what 
triggers canker sores. 
They may develop after a 
minor mouth injury, such 
as those that result from 

an accidental cheek bite 
or dental work. They also 
may be a reaction to food 
sensitivities, particularly 
acidic or spicy foods. 
Nuts, eggs, cheese, straw-
berries, chocolate and 
coffee also seem to trigger 
canker sores in some 
people. Toothpastes and 
mouth rinses that contain 
the ingredient sodium 
lauryl sulfate may lead to 
canker sores too.

Sometimes canker sores 
can form as a result of a 
viral infection, hormonal 
changes or stress. Canker 
sores also may be associ-
ated with certain medical 
conditions, such as celiac 
disease, Crohn's disease, 
ulcerative colitis, Behcet's 
disease and certain 
immune system disor-
ders.

When your son goes in 

for a medical assessment, 
his care provider likely 
will ask questions to 
narrow down the poten-
tial causes of the canker 
sores in his case. He or 
she will need to know how 
long your son has been 
experiencing recurrent 
canker sores, if the sores 
seem to be getting better 
or worse over time, and 
if your son has any other 
medical conditions or 
frequent illnesses.

After an initial evalu-
ation, his provider may 
recommend laboratory 
tests, such as bloodwork, 
if he or she suspects that 
an underlying health 
problem could be contrib-
uting to the development 
of canker sores.

Treatment for canker 
sores usually isn't neces-
sary. But when the sores 

continue to come back, 
treatment may be used 
to ease symptoms and 
prevent future outbreaks. 
Topical products applied 
directly to canker sores 
can speed healing and 
reduce the discomfort. 
These medications 
generally include active 
ingredients such as 
benzocaine, hydrogen 
peroxide or fluocinonide. 
Because topical products 
can be difficult to apply 
to sores in the back of 
the throat, a mouth rinse 
containing lidocaine or 
the steroid dexametha-
sone may be more bene-
ficial for reducing pain 
associated with those 
sores. A low-dose of anti-
viral medication may be 
used for a period of time 
to see if that blocks the 
development of canker 

sores over time.
When he has canker 

sores, your son might find 
it useful to avoid spicy 
and acidic foods, as they 
may lead to further pain 
and irritation of the sores. 
Putting ice chips in his 
mouth and allowing them 
to slowly dissolve over the 
sores in the back of his 
throat may help too.

Working with his health 
care provider, it's likely 
that your son can find a 
way to reduce the discom-
fort and frequency of his 
canker sores. It is unlikely 
that the outbreaks will 
continue to be a lifelong 
problem.

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

THE WOOLWICH 
COMMUNITY LIONS 
CLUB are already busy 
preparing to bring Santa 
Claus to town later this 
month, but that isn’t keep-
ing them from launching a 
fundraiser to help support 
the community. 

Dubbed the Snowflake 
Auction, the virtual event 
is a first of its kind for 
the club, with president 
Lynn McLaughlin saying 
the inspiration came 
from seeing the Floradale 
Friends of Dog Guides 
Lions Branch Club run 
their own successful 
online auction.

“We have a sister club, 
Floradale Friends of Dog 
Guides, and they did 
an auction [and] it was 
quite successful. We have 
a lot of obligations to 
the community and we 
thought, we’ll give it a try, 

 Snowflake Auction to raise funds in support of community

The Woolwich Community Lions Club has dozens of items up for grabs in their virtual auction, running 
on Facebook until Dec. 14.  Submitted

we’ll see what we can do. 
We spoke with some of the 
companies that ordinarily 
give us gifts for the Affair 
to Remember [holiday 
event] to give away, she 
explained. We’ve had a 
great response, I think 
we’ve got well over 60 
items going in.” 

The event came 
together very quickly 
over the last few weeks 
and officially kicked off 
last Friday, running until 
December 14. McLaughlin 
says they wanted to be 
able to put this event out 
to the public so people 
would be able to buy some 
of their Christmas gifts 
before it was too late.

All of the items were 
donated by sponsors, Lion 
members and residents in 
the community who want 
to help support the cause. 
Items available in the 
auction include knitted 
wear, shoes, artwork, gift 
baskets, household items 

and the like. 
The auction is being 

held in a Facebook group 
and those who wish to 
participate must join. 
Bidding takes place in 
the comments section for 
each item, with McLaugh-
lin noting all comments 
must be new – no replying 
to other comments. All 
information, including 
value, minimum bid and 
bid increments, is within 
the individual post for 
each item.

McLaughlin says her 
hope for the event is 
simple: to raise much-
needed funds for projects 
to which the club has 
pledged it support in the 
community.

“We’ve got a lot of 
people that are coming to 
us and saying, ‘we need 
help, can you do this for us 
[or] can you do that?’” 

To join the auction 
group, visit facebook.com/
groups/727289997993396.

For Christmas, instead of 
buying something for each 
other, the Woolwich Wild U9 
Blue team decided to go to-
gether and sponsor a local 
family for the holidays. This 
was done through the Wool-
wich Community Services, 
Woolwich Goodwill Program. 
Coach Steph Gunn said, "We 
were assigned family #103a. 
As a coach, I was extremely 
proud of our girls for partici-
pating in this act of kindness 
this Christmas."  

Back row: Charlie Wilson, 
Haylee Zinken, Hannah Kel-
lough, Kenzie Gunn. Front 
row: Julia Hallman, Lexi 
Gaudet, Sophie Hahn, Ada-
lynn Condon, Molly Bauman, 
Emma Forwell, Olivia Adams, 
Maggie McAdam, Lauren 
McAdam.  Submitted
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519.669.5471  |  38 Church St. West Elmira, ON, N3B 1M5

Announcing Our Holiday Hours:
Dec 24-25 – Closed
Dec 28 –  9am - 5:30pm
Dec 29 –  9am - 3pm
Dec 30-Jan 1 – Closed 

Warmest  Season’s  Greetings!Warmest  Season’s  Greetings!

Elmira Family Eye Care
Dr. Carolyn Barth, Dr. Carole Wilkinson 

& Dr. Catherine Watson
O P T O M E T R I S T S

ELMIRA, ON

519-669-2256
TRUCK & TRAILER REPAIR & MAINTENANCE

270 Arthur St. N.,
Elmira, ON

519.669.8420
After Hours Cell:

519.577.1459

Warmest
thoughts & 
best wishes

for a great Holiday

www.mrjutzi.ca   519-648-2111

M.R. Jutzi & Co.
5100 Fountain Street N., Breslau

Merry Merry 
Christmas!Christmas!

www.dunnheating.com

75 Rankin St.
Waterloo 519-746-6000

from

3785 Nafziger Rd., 
Wellesley 

519.656.3083

May Joy, Love and Peace
 warm your hearts 
this holiday season

2170 Floradale Rd.,
Floradale
519.669.2183

MODULAR BUILDINGS | MOVING,LEASING & SALES

Thinking of you and wishing
you a season of heavenly peace.

519-669-1332
www.ccc-group.com
60 First St. E., Elmira

Happy 
Holidays

May the holidays bring 
plenty of happiness and 

joy to your heart.
All the Best in the New Year!

Merry Christmas

9 Mill Street, Elmira    519-669-5161

28 Pintail Dr., Elmira | 519-669-0003 | taylortax@rogers.com

We can relate.

Have a Great

Holiday Season!

We can relate.

Have a Great

Holiday Season!

Shelly
 &

 

Sco� Taylor

HILLCREST

2192 Floradale Road | 519-669-1381 

Home Baking

Follow the 
Christmas star 
to a happy and 
fulfilling holiday 

season. We 
sincerely value 
your patronage 

this year, and look 
forward to seeing 

you again soon.

Behold the Christmas SpiritBehold the Christmas Spirit

HO! HO! HO!

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

 ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

It’s a shrimp,  
but it packs some  

big flavour

Good things come in 
small packages they 

say, especially around the 
holidays!

Just because they’re 
called “shrimp” doesn’t 
mean they can’t be full of 
big flavour.

It’s nice to have a few 
signature hors d’oeuvres 
or snacks in your reper-
toire, not only for the holi-
days, but for any special 
occasion.

This one is easy to make 
in larger quantities, but 
this year you can just 
test it out on your social 
“bubble,” who will be more 
likely to be brutally honest 
about how it turns out.

You don’t have to wait 
until next Christmas to try 
it again as it also would 
go well at a BBQ or pool 
party next summer (which 
I know seems like forever 
away right now).

When you make the 
individual toasts, you 
could cut them in squares 
and everyone will say, 
“great another toast appe-
tizer” but if you cut them 
in triangles, then everyone 
will say “GREAT, another 

toast appetizer!!!” See the 
difference?

Even though they are 
little guys, more than 
seven million tons of 
shrimp are processed for 
the food industry in a year, 
most of that being farmed, 
which has fewer harmful 
impact on the environ-
ment then some of the 
wild processes.

They’re not overly 
expensive for this context, 
especially as you can often 
find them on sale frozen: 
just pull out what you need 
at the time.

Be aware that you are 
spreading a mixture of 
raw shrimp directly on the 
toasts, so should really 
cook immediately after 
doing so.

Then they are so deli-
cious that they might not 
make it to the serving plate 
if they weren’t too hot to 
pick up and eat straight 
out of the cooking pan 
with your bare hands.

 ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts private 
events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast 
and lunch in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

Asian Shrimp Toasts
 ▢ ½ lb raw shrimp

 ▢ 1/4 cup water chest-
nuts

 ▢ 1 handful cilantro, no 
more, no less

 ▢ 1 bunch green onion

 ▢ 3 garlic cloves

 ▢ 1 Tbsp. fresh ginger

 ▢ 1 anchovy

 ▢ 1 tsp. sesame oil

 ▢ 1 tsp. fish sauce

 ▢ 1 Tbsp. soy sauce

 ▢ 1 egg white

 ▢ 1/2 tsp. sugar, paprika

 ▢ Pinch salt, cayenne

 ▢ 1/2 loaf sliced bread

 ▢ Oil for cooking

 ▢ Garnish: sesame 
seeds, green onion

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for 
non-profit local events that are offered free to the public. 
Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate 
events, open houses  and similar events do not qualify for 
free advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions 
are to be made online at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14
 ▢ Coping with the Holiday Season during the 

Pandemic. Join us at 1:30 p.m. virtually using Zoom. 
How do we find light & hope in such uncertain time 
during the pandemic? Join WCHC to explore ways 
to manage feelings & disappointments & create your 
plan for coping & finding moments of joy this holiday 
season. To register email gberihun@wchc.on.ca

1. Place everything 
together in food 
processor (except for 
the bread, silly) and 
pulse into a paste.

2. Lightly toast bread 
remove crusts and 
cut into squares 
or triangles.

3. Spread with shrimp 
mixture, sprinkle with 

sesame seeds and 
place upside down 
on well-oiled tray.

4. Bake about 3-4 
minutes, remove from 
oven and flip over 
and bake for addi-
tional 2 minutes.

5. Garnish with 
green onion and/
or sesame seeds.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND: 
RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL NEEDS

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich 
Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that many 
Woolwich residents will experience due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, the WRSF 
will continue to address ongoing needs expe-
rienced by Woolwich residents long after the 
pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an applica-
tion process are in place, it should be noted 
that in unique, complex, crisis and acute 
circumstances funds may be provided at the 
discretion of the Fund Review Committee, 
assuming the core criteria of the fund are 
met.

“What a great example of the barn-raising 
spirit that has always existed in Woolwich,” 
said Mayor Shantz about the Fund during her 
video announcement on what would have 
been the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival day. 

Additional information:

Access  is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of  

             Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.    Woolwich Community Services
3.    Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:   
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 
Community Care Concepts
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Use 2-blue boxes to sort:
Containers Only blue box 
(rinse, do not bag containers)
• Aerosol cans (empty)
• Cans, pop cans, foil trays
• Cartons (milk, juice, egg nog), juice boxes
• Glass bottles, jars (separate lids)
• Hard, clear packaging from toys or electronics 

(remove paper, put in the paper blue box)
• Paper coffee cups (separate lid)
• Plastic bottles and jugs #1-7

No Styrofoam!

Paper and Plastic Bags blue box
• Boxboard (cereal boxes, gift boxes)
• Cards, envelopes, flyers, junk mail
• Paper gift wrap, gift bags, tissue paper  

(remove tape, bows, no foil paper)
• Plastic bags and outer wrap (tie all bags   

into one bag)

Use the green bin: 
(line your green bin)

All food waste
• Cookies, fruit cake, snack foods
• Fruits, vegetables, peels, pits
• Meats, bones, fish, shellfish
• Nuts, shells
• Spreads, cheese, dips, crackers

Soiled paper products and other items
• Paper plates, napkins, towels
• Poinsettias, indoor natural greenery

Pet waste (placed in certified compostable 
bag or wrapped in newspaper)
• Kitty litter, cage bedding
• Dog, reindeer droppings

What goes into the garbage:
• Bows, ribbon, tape, foil or plastic gift wrap
• Candles
• Chip bags, snack wrappers
• Dishware and cookware
• Furnace filters
• Hangers (plastic, wood, metal)
• Light bulbs and strings (wrap sharp items 

in paper then put in garbage)
• Masks, gloves, wipes
• Plastic food wrap, bubble wrap
• Plastic cutlery
• Styrofoam
• Toys (consider donating)
• Wooden orange cratesContainersPaper and

plastic bags

Sort your holiday waste

Questions?  Visit www.regionofwaterloo.ca/waste  |  Call 519-575-4400   (TTY) 519-575-4608   |  Download the free Waste Whiz app

Space provided through a partnership between industry and municipalities to support waste reduction programs.

Green
bin

Accreditation 
Number: 38988

martinspharmacy.ca (519) 664-3785

Woolwich Community 
Health Centre 

10 Parkside Dr, St Jacobs, 
Ontario, N0B 2N0

Alan Martin

Wishing you & your family
a Merry Christmas!

Dr. Lawrence Mohan and his Staff 
wish their Patients & Friends a ... 
Dr. Lawrence Mohan and his Staff 
wish their Patients & Friends a ... 

Merry 
Christmas 

& 
A Happy

 New Year!

3 Wyatt Street East, Elmira
519-669-2961 | wyattstreetdental.ca

 Ample on-site parking
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Hey Kids! Let’s fill our communities 
with plenty of snow creations this year.

1. Make a snow 
    creation & name it.
2. Take a picture with 

creator(s).
3. Upload photo.
4. See it in the Ob-

server & online.

observerxtra.com/snowday
More details and photo upload:

The Observer will donate $5 / 
photo uploaded to Woolwich 

Community Services.
Advertising credit up to $500 to 

help promote their essential programs.

Everytime the snow flies have fun outside, get creative
and assist Woolwich Community Services!



L I V I N G  H E R E  |  37   Thursday, December 10, 2020 | THE OBSERVER

I am groundwater and 
I’m worth protecting.

I’m your drinking water. 
What you put on the ground can be harmful to me. 

Limit the use of salt and ice melter:

Help keep salt out of groundwater. Learn how at  
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/groundwater

Add traction when 
needed with sand

Shovel or plow 
the snow first

Break up ice with a 
steel ice chopper

20a Arthur St N Unit 4, Elmira 
 226.266.1568

See us at our new location in Jan 2021! Watch for details

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

100 Union St. Elmira, ON
519-669-0524

For a complete list of tools available 

visit woolwichrentals.ca

20242-01

No Matter Where
You Live.

Merry Christmas
A house may be the most significant 

purchase you will make. With a wide 

variety of tools for renovating inside 

and creating a lush landscape outside, 

Woolwich Rentals can help you 

transform your house into a home.

But then again, with 
COVID, they cancelled the 
parade, so we wanted to 
continue the tradition. We 
thought it would be a good 
idea to reach out to the 
boys, the Stars, to see if 
they would be interested 
in participating, just to 
give back to the commu-
nity, and they were 100 
per cent on board.”

This year the food drive 
will run as a porch-pickup 
format. Those who have 
donations will be asked to 
put them out by 11 a.m. on 
Sunday and the volun-
teers will be out in their 
jerseys with their families 
to collect the items. 

Birrell says this is a safe 
way for people to stay in 
their bubbles as the volun-

teers will be assigned 
streets from which they 
will collect the food. Items 
will all then be taken to a 
central hub for drop-off 
before being divided up 
and taken to each commu-
nity organization. 

Suggested items to 
donate include baby care 
items, laundry detergent, 
cooking items, school 
lunch items, cereal, 
peanut butter, canned 
meats and the like. 

Cash donations will also 
be accepted by e-transfer 
for the Wellesley Food 
Cupboard and can be sent 
to office@wellesleymen-
nonite.ca.

“It’s wonderful that 
children see the need in 
the community and put 
that into action in our 

community [by] looking 
out for one another,” said 
Christa Gerber, chair 
of the Wellesley Food 
Cupboard. 

Gerber says because 
they are a volunteer run 
organization and due to 
limited space, they are 
unable to safely allow 
people indoors to collect 
food during these times. 
Instead, they are giving 
out gift cards to families in 
need. She asks that if the 
community feels gener-
ous, they donate gift cards 
or cash to the organization 
so they can continue to 
help the less fortunate 
within the community.

For more informa-
tion on the food drive 
visit facebook.com/
events/700091564027317.

FOOD DRIVE : Wellesley hockey players will be going 
door-to-door to pick up items left out front

→ FROM 31

Members of the Twin Centre Hericanes and Twin Centre Stars are set to take part in a food drive 
on Sunday. Among the participants are Molly and Macy Jacomen (left), Claire Birrell and her kids 
Charlie and Hazel (middle) and David Dienesch, president of the Twin Centre Stars, and his son Nick 
(right). Sean Heeger
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 ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

ACROSS
1. Decide to leave, 
with "out"
4. Computer info
8. Coal container
11. Anatomi-
cal pouch
14. "Wheels"
15. Soon, to a bard
16. Can. neighbor
17. Aces, sometimes
19. Typical of a 
headmaster
22. Condo, e.g.
23. Type of tire
24. Morgue, for one
25. Throat dangler
26. Liveliness
27. The acts of 
a minstrel
29. Attends
30. "Go on ..."
31. Setting for 
TV's "Newhart"
32. "Iliad" warrior
34. Big ___ 
Conference
36. An end to sex?
38. Bermuda, e.g.
42. Multiple 
posteriors

44. Appetite
46. Space to 
drink tea
48. Hockey Bobby
49. First child
52. Video maker, 
for short
53. Experts
55. Attacks the 
immune system
56. Formula N-3
58. Penny, perhaps
59. Mauna ___ 
(Hawaiian volcano)
61. Center of a ball?
63. Brewer's 
equipment
64. "Act your ___!"
66. Bit
68. ___ nitrate
70. Waste time
74. Universe
77. Auto option
78. ___-tzu
79. Coastline
80. Peewee
81. January 26
83. Indian bread
84. Amber, e.g.
85. Eye
86. Advantages

87. Archaeo-
logical site
88. Controls
89. Honoree's spot
90. Back

DOWN
1. Autumn color
2. Song of joy
3. Not known 
to the public
4. Kind of control
5. Shrink
6. Chuck
7. Queen, maybe
8. Capital is Gitega
9. British ___
10. "Uh-uh"
11. Keepsake
12. Cancel
13. Plaster of roof
18. "Don't move!"
20. Most desperate
21. "___ Brockovich"
25. Coffee ___
27. Bison features
28. Kitchen 
counter?
32. Bouquet
33. Played again
35. High nest: Var.

37. Hot spot
39. Instagram, 
Facebook, Twitter
40. A heap
41. Ant, in dialect
43. Astern
45. Advanced 
degree?
47. Alicia of 
"Falcon Crest"
50. Angry
51. Fussbudget
54. signent ring
57. Lawn Grass
60. Library section
62.  Gram-pos-
itive bacteria
65. High 
school class
67. "Thanks ___!"
69. Moving pictures
70. Angry outburst
71. Homeric epic
72. Hawaiian island
73. "Be-Bop-___" 
(Gene Vincent hit)
75. Big ape
76. Authority
79. Eastern music
81. "I see!"
82. Pistol, slangily

 ↆ X - W O R D

Lighthouse Inn Potatoes
 ▢ 2 ounces Parme-

san cheese, grated

 ▢ 1 cup panko bread 
crumbs

 ▢ 4 tablespoons 
unsalted butter, 
melted, plus 6 table-

spoons cut into 6 
pieces

 ▢ Salt

 ▢ Pepper

 ▢ 2 1/2 pounds russet 
potatoes, peeled and 

cut into 1-inch chunks

 ▢ 3 cups light cream, 
divided

 ▢ 1/8 teaspoon 
baking soda

Lighthouse Inn Potatoes: 
Your new favourite holiday recipe

Lighthouse Inn 
Potatoes -- chunks 

of soft potatoes baked 
in a rich cream sauce 
and topped with golden 
bread crumbs – origi-
nated at an iconic hotel 
and restaurant located in 
New London, a popular 
seaside town in south-
eastern Connecticut. 
Executive chef Leon 
"Wally" Walden, who 
worked there for nearly 
50 years before his 1992 
death, was known for 
many of his dishes, but 
Lighthouse Inn Potatoes 
was perhaps his most 
beloved offering.

One of America's Test 
Kitchen's test cooks grew 
up eating this dish at 
every holiday and was 
determined to make a 
version she – and every-
one else – could make 
at home. To do so, she 
cooked starchy russet 
potatoes in light cream 
and butter and added a bit 
of baking soda to neutral-
ize the potatoes' tannins 
(and aid in creating a 
velvety, unbroken sauce). 

After topping the potato 
mixture with buttery 
cheesy bread crumbs, she 
baked the dish until the 
potatoes were bubbling 
and the bread crumbs 
were golden brown.

This homemade version 
is as good as the original 
– the potatoes are tender, 
the sauce is silky and rich, 
and the topping is salty, 
crunchy and satisfy-
ing. And based on the 
response from others who 
have made this recipe 
– now one of our most 
popular – we're confi-
dent it would make Chef 
Walden proud.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Advent 3

On the Road to Restoration

See www.elmiramennonite.ca.
Sherri Grosz (Lay Preacher) preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDESue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Merry 
Christmas

May the Christmas season fill your home with joy, 
your heart with love and your life with laughter.

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

Luke Shantz

519-584-4400
REAL ESTATE BROKER

luke.shantz@outlook.com

Julie M. Heckendorn

519-588-7562
 BROKER

Julieheckendorn20@gmail.com

1. Adjust an oven rack 
to the middle position 
and heat oven to 375 
degrees. Combine 
Parmesan, panko, melted 
butter and 1/4 teaspoon 
salt in a bowl; set aside.

2. Bring potatoes, 2 1/2 
cups cream, 1/8 teaspoon 
baking soda, 2 teaspoons 
salt and 1 teaspoon 
pepper to boil in a large 
saucepan over medi-
um-high heat. Reduce 
heat to low and cook at 
a bare simmer, stirring 
often, until paring knife 
slides easily into potatoes 
without them crumbling, 
20 to 25 minutes.

3. Off heat, stir the 

remaining 1/2 cup cream 
and remaining 6 table-
spoons butter into the 
potato mixture until the 
butter has melted, about 
1 minute. Transfer the 
potato mixture to a 13-by 
9-inch baking dish. Sprin-
kle the Parmesan-panko 
mixture over top. Bake, 
uncovered, until bubbling 
around the edges and the 
surface is golden brown, 
15 to 20 minutes. Let cool 
for at least 15 minutes. 
Serve. 
 
Recipe notes 
To make ahead: After the 
potato mixture has been 
transferred to a baking 
dish, let it cool completely, 

cover with aluminum 
foil, and refrigerate for 
up to 24 hours. Before 
applying the topping, 
bake, covered, until 
heated through, about 
35 minutes. Apply the 
topping and continue to 
bake, uncovered, 15 to 20 
minutes longer. 
 
A note on ingredients: 
We prefer the texture 
of light cream for this 
recipe, but heavy cream 
will also work. Do not 
use half-and-half; it has 
a tendency to break. 
Grate the Parmesan on 
a rasp-style grater. Our 
favourite panko bread 
crumbs are from Ian's.



L I V I N G  H E R E  |  39   Thursday, December 10, 2020 | THE OBSERVER

We wish all of our friends, 
family and customers our very 

best for the new year!

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845

Happy 
Holidays
Happy 
Holidays

A portion of each sale commission is donated 
to The Woolwich Community Services.HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

merry christmas and 
happy new year!

Bonnie Bruba�er BROKER

519-747-2040
Bonniebhomes.ca 

Bonnieb@royallepage.ca

Sending our Best Wishes 
to our good friends 

everywhere.(large and Small)

Amelia Hudson, 2, made her first snowman all by herself. Submitted

Sean Heeger 
Observer Staff

BOOK FAIRS ARE A 
LONG-TIME staple of the 
elementary school expe-
rience. As with just about 
everything this year, 
they’ve been a victim 
of the battle to stem the 
spread of the coronavi-
rus.

Still, there have been 
efforts to keep the tradi-
tion alive while adhering 
to public health guide-
lines. At Wellesley Public 
School, for instance, 
they’ve rolled out an 
online option in place 
of the usual in-person 
event.

Parent Claire Birrell has 
worked for many years 
to organize book fairs at 
the school. Because of the 
pandemic, she reached 
out to a publisher with 
the hopes of finding a 
way to host the event in 
another way, ultimately 
finding a solution. 

Claire Birrell (left) has long been involved in the book fair at Welles-
ley PS, where Katie Hamm is the library clerk. Submitted

519•669•1611

Merry 
Christmas!

From our family to yours,

and a healthy New Year.

“With COVID this year, 
obviously an in-person 
book fair isn’t allowed 
due to public health 
guidelines. So, I reached 
out to Scholastic and 
they offered a virtual 
book fair. So I thought, 
‘well, there’s so many 
things that have been 
taken away from the 
kids. It’s not the same 
but that doesn’t mean we 
can still offer the same 
type of experience, and 
if it means books in kids 
hands and they’re read-
ing, then why not try and 
see what happens,’” said 
Birrell. 

The two-week event 
that ran from November 
23 allowed parents to go 
online and, by using a 
Shopify account that is 
linked to the school, they 
could purchase items for 
their kids, with 20 per 
cent of all sales going 
back to the school. 

Last year, the school 
grossed more than 

$10,000 in sales, which 
she attributes to the 
generous support of the 
community.

While she does not 
have any expectations for 
this year’s event sales, 
Birrell says she was hope-
ful people would consider 
the school when purchas-
ing gifts, for instance.

“My hope is that if you 
have books on your list, 
whether it’s Christmas or 
birthdays, that you would 
consider shopping there 
first before you went to 
Chapters or Amazon. 
But if we were able to get 
$500 back to the school, 
it would be certainly 
fantastic; anything 
higher than that would be 
great, but because we’ve 
never done it before, 
I didn’t want to get an 
expectation [in] my mind 
that I’d be disappointed,” 
she added. 

Katie Hamm, library 
clerk with Wellesley 
Public School, says 

because of the virtual 
format, the fair loses 
some of the excitement 
she would normally see 
as kids browse through 
books and other items 
they wish to purchase as 
in prior years. 

“I think it loses a lot 
of the hype because 
kids love to come in and 
physically see and touch 
the books and to see all of 
those [available to them]. 
All of the excitement 
building, the whole gym 
filled with library books 
or books to purchase. I 
think that’s going to be 
a big difference, but the 
fact that they are still 
able to have a chance to 
buy books from a book 
fair [is a good thing]. I 
think in 2020 [being able 
to run this is] at least a 
concession that it’s not 
one more thing they have 
to give up,” said Hamm. 

As the sale wrapped up, 
the school had seen 416 
books sold.

Wellesley PS finds a way to keep 
the book fair tradition alive



40  |  T H E  B AC K  PAG E THE OBSERVER | Thursday, December 10, 2020

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

year. The first is a stop on 
the Wellesley Parade of 
Lights, which runs this 
weekend, December 11, 
12 and 13. The family has 
entered the contest for 
‘Best Animated/Musical 
Display,’ hoping to win the 
prize.

“It is so fantastic to see. 
When you drive down 
the street now this year, 
there’s so many more 
lights than there has been 
in the past. So, it’s a lot of 
people that are participat-
ing and putting up lights, 
the more the merrier,” said 
Ben.  

The map for the parade 
is available through 
Christmas Tyme in Welles-
ley’s Facebook page. The 
next trek, the house is 
stamped on a map avail-
able on the CTV Kitchener 
website documenting light 
displays throughout the 
region.  

In addition to the light 
display, the Cooks are also 
asking for donations to 
the Twin Centre Hockey 
Memorial fund in the 
name of Jack Lichty, who 
passed away in October at 
the age of 14. Ben has plans 
to install a donation box 
outside of the display. 

“We knew Jack very 
well, and we’re still reeling 
as a result of his death,” 
said Laura noting that Ben 
coached his team.

LIGHTING IT UP: It's the Christmas 
spirit writ large in Wellesley

The Cook family – Parker, Paige, Ben and Laura – outside their 
Ferris Drive home.  Damon MacLean

→ FROM 31


