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the Elmira BIA presents: Join us in supporting and connecting 
with the community and some of 

Downtown Elmira’s businesses for three 
days of savings in a special 

indoor/outdoor sidewalk experience.

To maximize safety within the community, 
precautionary measures will be taken.

August
6-9
2020

�e A�ual Sidewalk Sale�e A�ual Sidewalk Sale

www.elmiragolfclub.com  | 519.669.1652www.elmiragolfclub.com  | 519.669.1652519.669.1652
40 Eldale Road, Elmira

PLAY   PRACTICE   DINE   SHOP 

FREE
EGC
APP

FREE
Our Free App includes full 

course and range GPS 
yardages, score tracking, 
tee-time on-line booking, 

offer locker, live scoring and 
more! Download today.

The Grill on the Green / 
9 am to 9 PM. Menu located 

on-line and on our App.

DRIVING RANGE & PRACTICE GREEN…..
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, EXCEPT TUES AM;

HOWEVER, ON-LINE BOOKING (NAME AND EMAIL) 
REQUIRED ON OUR WEBSITE 

www.elmiragolfclub.com  www.elmiragolfclub.com  www.elmiragolfclub.com  

DRIVING RANGE & PRACTICE GREEN…..
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, EXCEPT TUES AM;

PLAY   PRACTICE   DINE   SHOP 

MEMBERSHIP.GAME PACKS.GOLF EQUIPMENT
ALL ITEMS ARE STILL AVAILABLE ALONG WITH 

GIFT CARDS FOR PURCHASE ON-LINE OR IN STORE.

PLAY   PRACTICE   DINE   SHOP PLAY   PRACTICE   DINE   SHOP 
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Paige Warner 
stays busy, 
with a new 
single pending
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Province provides $124K for trails

THE GREAT OUTDOORS

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

The pandemic lockdown having 
limited activities, particularly 
outside our homes, trails have 
proven to be a popular outlet 
for a stir-crazy public over the 
past few months. Many people 
have chosen to ride their bikes or 
simply walk the trails as a way to 

Doug Cerson, executive director of G2G Rail Trail Inc., speaks at a funding announcement near West Montrose Wednesday morning alongside Wellesley Mayor Joe Nowak, Randy Pettapiece, 
parliamentary assistant to the minister of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs, and Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris. [SEAN HEEGER]

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Tackling systemic racism is a 
long-term process, one that got 
underway last week with a pair of 
town hall meetings arranged by 
the Region of Waterloo.

The virtual events saw some 
25 delegates register to speak, 
chronicling the fact racism exists 
even in communities here. The 
public sessions were prompted by 
the Black Lives Matter movement 
that kicked into gear following 
the May 25 death of George Floyd 
at the hands of a police in Minne-
apolis. That act spawned a series 
of protests across the United 
States and around the world, in-
cluding Waterloo Region.

Last week’s town hall meetings 
began an acknowledgement this 
area is not immune to systemic 
racism, with regional Chair Kar-
en Redman noting there’s been 
significant citizen engagement in 
the process. 

“The next step is we look at 
systemic racism – both inwardly 
at Waterloo Region, as an institu-
tion, as well as our partnerships 
in the community – and confront 
it where we find it,” she said, 
adding the region is looking to 
form a working group to deal 

RACISM | 02

Region looks to 
establish racism 
secretariat 
following pair
of town halls
on the issue

More than $75K to fully resurface 132 kms of the Guelph to Goderich trail

escape confinement. 
To support those outings, the 

provincial government is pro-
viding funding to improve trail 
systems, including those in Wool-
wich and Wellesley townships.

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP 
Mike Harris was joined by Ran-
dy Pettapiece, parliamentary 
assistant to the minister of Agri-
culture, Food and Rural Affairs 

at the Kissing Bridge Trail on 
Wednesday morning to announce 
funding of $124,078 to upgrade 
and preserve the Guelph to God-
erich Rail Trail and the Nith Riv-
er Trail. 

“The great thing about this 
is when we’re looking for low-
risk activities for people to be 
able to get out and do during 
the COVID-19 pandemic [this is 

something they can do]. This is a 
great thing, you can be out here, 
you can be physically distancing. 
You can – theoretically, if you 
want to – bike all the way from 
Guelph to Goderich [on]132 kilo-
metres of very navigable trail,” 
said Harris. “And these types of 
investments are very timely and 
making sure that people have 

TRAILS | 02
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Notice of Intention to Amend By-Law
The Region of Waterloo intends to amend By-law 00-031(Procedural By-
law). The amendment to the Procedural By-law will include changes to 
allow Regional Council to continue to meet electronically. 

The by-law will be considered at a Special Regional Council Meeting 
scheduled for:

Tuesday, August 11, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.

Regional Municipality of Waterloo 

Meeting to be held electronically

You can provide your comments by making a written submission or 
by participating in the meeting by phone or video conference. Please 
provide a written submission to, or register as a delegation with, the 
Region’s Council and Administrative Services Division at  
regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca by 4:30 p.m. Monday, August 10, 
2020. If you require accessible services or technical assistance, please 
contact the Council and Administrative Services Division. 

This notice is in accordance with the “Municipal Act”, 2001.

Kris Fletcher, Director, Council and Administrative Services/Regional Clerk

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder 
groups and agencies regarding this by-law are being collected to assist 
the Region of Waterloo in making a decision.  Under the “Municipal Act”, 
personal information such as name, address, telephone number, and 
property location that may be included in a submission becomes part of 
the public record. Questions regarding the collection of this information 
should be referred to Council & Administrative Services.

with the issue. “There’ll be 
recommendations in the 
fall to talk about what a 
made-in-Waterloo-Region 
anti-racist secretariat might 
look like. We’ve certainly 
talked a lot to Toronto and 
to Ottawa. And there are 
some well-established orga-
nizations within municipal-
ities. So, it’s the beginning 
of a very long journey.”

Colleen Sargeant James, 
the mediator for the conver-
sations at the town hall ses-
sions, said action is needed 
to address longstanding 
issues.

“Our community is 
not immune to racism. 
Anti-Black racism, anti-in-
digenous racism continue 
to plague our community, 

and many of us have ex-
perienced and faced this 
firsthand. We have seen 
recent examples of racism 
displayed throughout our 
community, both nationally 
and internationally. And 
our BIPOC (Black, Indige-
nous and people of colour) 
community is hurting.” 

One of the first steps the 
region took was pausing the 
Waterloo Regional Police 
Services’ school resource 
officer (SRO) program, 
which saw an officer onsite 
at high schools, in response 
to a call made by the Afri-
can, Caribbean and Black 
(ACB) Network of Waterloo 
Region. 

Representatives from the 
school board at the town 
hall meetings noted rac-
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 � RACISM: Region acknowledges there's a problem, and is 
seeking public input to help formulate a plan to tackle it

ism exists in its facilities, 
adopting to shelve the SRO 
program in response to the 
community’s wishes.

Officials acknowledged 
racism is a problem in the 
region. While specific data 
kept by the police were not 
released, they encourage 
victims of hate crimes to 
call police immediately.

An overall approach to 
racism in the region will be 
part of the proposed new 
secretariat, which the re-
gion says would be “its own 
department within the re-
gion. Its focus would be on 
making recommendations 
to council regarding region-
al services and programs 
that can positively impact 
the BIPOC and other racial-
ized communities.” 

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

With last week’s release of 
provincial school-reopen-
ing plan, public health of-
ficials in Waterloo Region 
are busy reviewing the 
procedures ahead of a Sep-
tember rollout.

“We are reviewing the 
guidelines currently and 
will continue to support 
our local board and imple-
ment these guidelines,” 
said acting associate med-
ical officer of health Dr. 
Julie Emili in Tuesday’s 
weekly regional video up-
date.

It’s a new issue on the 
department’s plate even as 
new instances of COVID-19 
continue to remain low 
and case numbers are sta-
ble.

At midweek, there were 
just 36 active cases in the 
region. Overall, there have 
been 1,395 cases since the 
virus was first identified in 
the region, 1,240 of which 
have been resolved – 89 
per cent. The virus has 
claimed 119 lives.

Of the 53,314 tests that 
have been carried out to 
date, 2.6 per cent have 
been positive.

There are currently out-
breaks at two long-term 
care facilities in the region:  
Columbia Forest LTC and 
A.R. Goudie LTC, with a 
case identified in one res-
ident at the former and a 
staff member at the latter. 

Outbreaks at such in-
stitutions have been re-
sponsible for about 80 per 
cent of the fatalities in the 

COVID-19 numbers 
remain  low in region
Public health officials review local back-to-school plan

region.
In preparing for a re-

turn to school, the Public 
Health department is look-
ing at how schools will deal 
with the mandatory mask 
policy. Children in Grade 
4 and up will likely need 
education to ensure masks 
are being worn adequately 
for those who can wear 
them in the classroom 
environments, said Emili, 
adding she recommends 
parents begin discussions 
of mask-wearing with chil-
dren before the school year 
starts.

Since making masks 
mandatory in public in-
door spaces last month, 
the region has been mon-
itoring issues, including 
confrontations over 
mask-wearing. As the re-
gion doesn’t require proof 
for those who say they’re 
unable to wear masks, 
that may have lowered the 
likelihood of confronta-
tion, said Emili. However, 
school grounds can be 
riddled with bullying, 
and masks could end up 
being a new target. Emili 
encourages parents to also 
educate their children on 
why some people may not 
be able to wear facial cov-
erings. 

She also noted that with 
the opening of indoor 
restaurant and bar seating, 
the province requires facil-
ities to collect contact in-
formation from patrons in 
the event contact tracing is 
required. Officials are par-
ticularly worried about the 
potential for spreading the 
virus among younger bar 

patrons, particularly when 
alcohol suppresses inhibi-
tions. That may be behind 
the surge in cases among 
people in their 20s.

“I think we all know it 
when you drink and use 
drugs, you don’t make 
the best decisions,” said 
Emili, adding there are no 
data just yet showing an 
increased risk of the virus 
for people consuming sub-
stances that inhibit per-
ception and orientation. 

In neighbouring Wel-
lington-Dufferin-Guelph, 
the numbers continue 
to remain lower, as they 
have throughout the crisis. 
Public Health there made 
masks mandatory in mid-
June.

The area reports 20 ac-
tive cases, and 527 cases to 
date. Of those, 470  have 
been resolved showing a 
recovery rate of 89.2 per 
cent. There have been 37 
deaths in the catchment 
area. 

The Ministry of Health 
reported 39,714 cases of the 
novel coronavirus in On-
tario on Wednesday. There 
have been 2,782 deaths 
attributed to the virus, 
representing a mortality 
rate of seven per cent. The 
ministry reports 35,747 cas-
es (90 per cent) have been 
resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
there have been a total of 
117,792  confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 nationwide, of 
which 6,314 remain active. 

There have been 8,958 
related deaths, a mortality 
rate of 7.6 per cent. 

the ability to get out and 
be physically active when 
we’ve all been kind of 
cooped up at home a little 
bit for the last few months. 
So, it’s really great that 
our government is fully 
committed to keeping this 
moving. We’re working 
with regional council and 
all of the different mu-
nicipalities along the trail 
system to make sure that 
all the upgrades and resur-
facing can take place.”

In total $76,078 will go 
towards the Guelph to 
Goderich trail to help with 
a full resurfacing of the 
trail system, hire a project 
manager, and create new 
wayfinding signage. An 
inventory of the entire 132-
km trail system will also 
take place. The govern-
ment funding is part of a 
larger $253,000 investment 
by the G2G Rail Trail Inc. 

G2G executive director 
Doug Cerson said he is 
grateful for the funding 
and the money coming 
from the Rural Economic 
Development program. He 
noted about 70 per cent of 
the $300,000 project will 
go towards the stone dust 
along the trail path, while 
$25,000 will be spent on 
the signage that will allow 
people to better find specif-

ic parts of the trail. 
“[We will be spending 

about] $25,000 [which] is 
going to resign the trail 
from end to end, so that it 
matches exactly kilometre 
by kilometre to our Google 
Maps. So online you can be 
looking on your phone… 
or computer [and] match 
up the kilometre mark 
and when you’re on the 
trail you can go ‘that’s my 
kilometre marker I know 
exactly where I am, how 
far I am from Goderich.’ 
That project is a tremen-
dous amount of effort right 
there,” Cerson explained.

Upgrades will also be 
made to the Nith River 
Trail in New Hamburg. 

The $48,000 investment 
will aid in the hiring of a 
project manager, while 
also bringing on an en-
gineering and design 
services contractor. Those 
costs are estimated at 
$161,000, with upgrades 
coming in the form of a 
trail head, heritage and 
directional signage, and 
accessibility components. 
Stabilizing parts of the 
riverbank will also take 
place to minimize erosion 
during flooding. 

That project is one of 58 
across the province and 
is part of a $3.3-million 
cost-share fund committed 
through the Rural Econom-
ic Development program.
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 � TRAILS: Province provides funding to support what has 
become a popular outlet for people seeking an outing

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris announces more than $124K for trails in 
Woolwich and Wellesley townships. [SEAN HEEGER]
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

In a story that appeared in last week’s edition, a story 
about a lemonade-stand fundraiser incorrectly iden-
tifi ed Xaiden and Aria Weber. The Observer regrets 
the error. The online version was edited to refl ect the 
changes.

Production has stopped at a long-time fertilizer man-
ufacturer in Elmira as the new owners prepare to shut 
down the Union Street plant. Buildings are coming 
down at the Nutrite facility, currently used only for stor-
age. The move ends some 60 years of manufacturing 
in the community. In July, owners Fertichem Inc. sold 
the rights to Nutrite fertilizer products to Growmark Inc.
From the Aug. 5, 2006 edition of The Observer

P H A R M A C Y
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

CORRECTION FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

The youth centre at Wool-
wich Community Services 
(WCS) may currently be 
closed but fundraising for 
the operation still contin-
ues. The annual barbecue 
for that cause returns today 
(Thursday) and tomorrow 
in support of the facility, 
which provides year-round 
recreational activities 
geared to youth from Grade 
6 to 19 years of age. 

The centre provides a 
safe, supervised atmo-
sphere for youth to partic-
ipate in onsite and offsite 
activities ranging from 
Internet access and movies 
to games and a range of 
books.

“Since the centre’s open-
ing in 2001, it has provided 
hundreds of youth with the 
opportunity to participate 
in games and activities in 
a safe and supervised at-
mosphere. So in past years 
we’ve had the youth come 
out and volunteer and help 
us run the barbecue; due 
to COVID, this year it will 
be a little different – it will 
only be Woolwich Commu-
nity Services staff actually 
running the program. But 
it kind of runs twofold: it 
raises money for the youth 
centre and it also generates 
awareness about the center 
to the public,” said Leigh-
Ann Quinn, community 
engagement co-ordinator 
with WCS. 

The annual event, which 
has been running for more 
than a decade, typically 

WCS’ annual youth 
barbecue, on today 
and tomorrow, has
a different look

sees between 150 and 200 
people come out to enjoy 
a barbecued lunch while 
helping support the cause. 
Each year the barbecue 
helps generate about 
$1,000. Those who come 
out for the fundraising 
effort are treated to a hot-
dog ($5) or a hamburger or 
sausage ($6) combo, along 
with chips and a drink. 
Quinn says items are also 
available to be purchased 
on their own.

Because of COVID-19, 
WCS will not be bringing 
in youth to help with the 
barbecue, instead staff and 
summer students will be 
helping for the duration of 
the event. Social distancing 
protocols will be in place 
with markers placed on the 
ground for people to stand. 
Condiments will also be 
placed on food by the staff 
working to limit the num-
ber of people touching 
items. 

Quinn says things will 
be very similar to their free 
Hotdog Thursday event 
that runs each week until 
the end of August, exclud-
ing today due to the fund-
raiser.

With the youth centre 
currently closed, all pro-
gramming is on hold for 
the moment. Once the 
centre is ready to start up 
again, WCS will let resi-
dents know so they can 
begin welcoming people 
back.

The barbecue runs today 
and tomorrow from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at WCS, 5 Memori-
al Ave. in Elmira. 

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

As stage 3 of the provincial 
reopening plan continues 
to move forward, most 
businesses have been 
cleared to open their doors. 
While restarting may be 
slow for some, others have 
taken the new normal in 
stride and have made the 
best of the situation in 
front of them. To gauge 
how these businesses are 
fairing, Kitchener-Cones-
toga MPP Mike Harris 
welcomed Finance Min-
ister Rod Phillips to the 
region Tuesday afternoon, 
stopping in Wellesley for a 
coffee and chat with local 

Provincial Finance Minister Rod Phillips (right) was in Wellesley Tuesday afternoon, part of an effort to check in with how businesses are faring with coronavirus 
measures. He was joined by Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris, Wellesley Mayor Joe Nowak while visiting Sherrie Kirby, owner of Grammy’s Boutique & 
Espresso Bar.  [SEAN HEEGER]

Minister takes pulse of rural communities
Minister of Finance, Rod Phillips, joins MPP Mike Harris to check in on local 
businesses as phase 3 of reopening plan rolls forward

business owners. 
“MPP Harris suggested 

that it would be great to get 
out and get a sense of how 
stage 3 is going [and] how 
businesses responding. We 
know that some are facing 
a lot of challenges, and we 
know some are really thriv-
ing. So we’ve been here in 
Wellesley [and] we’ve been 
also looking at some of the 
technology businesses in 
the region, and just getting 
a sense of what’s working 
and hearing from great 
business owners about how 
they’re doing,” said Phil-
lips of his trip around the 
region.“Really, this is about 
a thank-you as well for all 
their patience and their 

attention to public health 
details. And, you know, 
kicking the tires a little bit 
to see how things are go-
ing. It’s good to get out of 
Queen’s Park, and see how 
the economy is actually 
doing.”

Phillips said he’s been 
hearing about the struggles 
that some businesses are 
facing, noting these visits 
are an opportunity to en-
sure MPPs are able to go 
back to Queen’s Park and 
help create new plans to 
move the province forward 
over the next few years. 

“I was talking with the 
mayor about some of the 
development opportuni-
ties, and what we can do, 

collaborating with local 
governments and region-
al governments to try to 
move along job creation. 
So I think we’re at a very 
unique time – this is a his-
toric time for our province, 
and how we take these 
next steps are really going 
to determine what the 
next one year, five years, 
10 years look like… COVID 
is the biggest health and 
economic challenge in my 
lifetime, and I think most 
people’s lifetimes. But that 
doesn’t mean we can’t 
decide now, how are we 
going to move forward,” he 
added.

MINISTER | 05
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BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Over the years, studies 
have shown the many ben-
efits of having greenery 
such as trees, shrubs, flow-
ers, and grasses on your 
property and within the 
surrounding areas. Wheth-
er you are looking to add 
something extra to your 
homes or simply trying 
to give a little extra boost 
to the ecological balance, 
there’s an upside from 
these natural enhance-
ments.

To add to the growing 
list of benefits, a recent 
study at the University of 
Waterloo shows that plant-
ing native trees and other 
types of greenery can 
lower the summer daytime 
temperatures of an area by 
an average of 4.5 degrees 
Celsius over the span of a 
decade. The research con-

Increased plantings can help lower overall temperatures
New UW study quantifies the impact of greening outdoor areas, which is the purview of groups such as Trees for Woolwich

ducted by Jonas Hamberg, 
PhD candidate with the 
school of environmental 
sciences, studied thermal 
maps from the past 12 
years, while also taking ad-
vantage of the ECOSTRESS 
camera mounted on the 
International Space Sta-
tion. His goal through the 
study was to examine how 
different species of green-
ery cool the surrounding 
area. 

“We found that with one 
extra plant species – this 
is statistical – but if you do 
have one more plant spe-
cies, you get a decrease of 
about 0.3 degrees Celsius. 
[This] might not sound like 
a lot but if you have 10, 20, 
30 different species, that 
could be quite a big differ-
ence,” said Hamberg. “The 
more different species you 
have – but also the differ-
ent types of [greenery you 
have will make a differ-

ence]. So, if in the lawn you 
also have chocolate shrubs 
and you have a maple tree 
[and] you have an oak tree, 
all of this sort of adds to the 
ability to cool.”

Hamberg’s study did not 
look into whether specif-
ic types of greenery had 
more of an impact with 
regards to cooling an area, 
but he hopes to conduct 
research like this in the 
future.  While he may not 
have information on what 
may add to a cooling effect 
the best, he does say that 
planting native trees and 
plants is the best option for 
all looking to help lower 
temperatures.

Don’t worry too much 
about what you are plant-
ing but try focusing on 
native trees and plants 
because they are adapted 
to the conditions of the 
area. They have had a long 
evolutionary history and a 

chance to adapt to the area 
in which they are planted, 
Hamberg added with re-
gards to species to plant.

Since starting his work 
on the study, Hamberg be-
gan to take part in planting 
projects. He says doing 
these types of things can 
only add to the decrease in 
temperatures, while also 
being a fun activity which 
allows you to leave feeling 
satisfied.

Locally, Trees for Wool-
wich has been running 
their own series of planting 
events for the past several 
years. Their goal of in-
creasing the tree coverage 
within the region to 30 per 
cent has seen thousands of 
trees planted every plant-
ing season. 

The group focuses on 
planting native trees in the 
area adding species of ma-
ple, beech, oak, spruce and 
more to areas across the 

township.
Inga Rinne, chair of 

Trees for Woolwich, says 
the results of the study – 
which focused on an area 
in Norfolk County – are 
probably very close to what 
we would see in the Wool-
wich area since Norfolk 
is not too far from here. 
She continues to say she 
has seen an uptick in the 
number of people who 
have chosen to plant more 
greenery on their proper-
ties for a number of differ-
ent reasons. 

Taking part in plantings 
privately really depends 
where you live, so if you 
live in an apartment you 
are probably going to join 
a tree planting event. But 
there are people with acres 
of property who have 
decided to take on more 
plantings. I think there has 
been a real increase with 
regards to interest on the 

advantages of trees, said 
Rinne. 

Trees for Woolwich has 
two plantings coming up 
later this year. Thanks to 
COVID-19, the planned 
events had to be delayed 
for some time, but they are 
now back on the calendar 
for September 26 in Elmira 
and October 3 in Blooming-
dale. 

Because of COVID-19 
and the restrictions in 
place by the provincial gov-
ernment, Rinne says they 
encourage those who want 
to participate in the event 
to register ahead of time, in 
addition to bringing their 
own equipment like shov-
els. To register for one or 
both of the tree plantings, 
email treesforwoolwich@
gmail.com

More information on 
the planting events visit 
healthywoolwich.org/
trees-for-woolwich.

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com 

The province having last 
week released its program 
for getting students back 
to school in September, 
the Waterloo Region 
District School Board 
(WRDSB) has released a 
plan of its own.

The return to classes will 
be anything but normal, 
and the experience will 
differ for elementary and 
high school students.

Primary school children 
ranging from Kindergarten 
to Grade 8 will be in a co-
hort that will limit contact 
to approximately 50 other 
students, a new bubble 
on top of the 10 addition-
al contacts students are 
allowed outside of school 
if they are following so-
cial distancing protocols. 
The outlined full return 
to the classroom will be 
somewhat similar to what 
students saw before the 
pandemic closed schools 
at March break, with about 
300 minutes of face-to-face 
instruction. 

Students from Grade 4 
and up will be required 
to wear a mask, and the 
younger grades are en-
couraged to do so as well, 
though officials note 
many may not be able to 
adjust at that early of an 
age.  Staff will be provid-
ed medical-grade masks. 
Physical distancing with-

School board prepares for 
students to return following 
release of provincial plan

in classroom environ-
ments remain a concern, 
with parents encouraged 
to begin educating their 
children if they chose the 
return to physical school 
option. Signs reminding 
children to keep dis-
tance and practice health 
hygiene will be posted 
throughout facilities, as 
well. Likewise, hallways 
are being redesigned for 
one-way flow. 

Parents are required to 
fill out a confirmation of 
attendance form, which is 
available on the WRDSB 
website (www.wrdsb.ca).

There are also options 
for families that are not 
comfortable with their 
child returning to the 
classroom. A virtual On-
tario curriculum-based 
platform providing about 
300 minutes of “learning 
opportunities” will be 
posted each day.

For secondary schools, 
classes will be divided into 
two cohorts with about 15 
students in each grouping. 
There will be both face-
to-face and E-learning. 
Students will be enrolled 
in an adaptive/hybrid 
model approximating 9.5 
hours a week and ensures 
students are still engaging 
in the required 110 hours 
of learning, the board ex-
plained.

Officials estimate 
high school students 
will attend classes in 

person for 50 per cent of 
instructional days. For 
those who wish not would 
return, there will be sim-
ilar E-learning options 
totaling approximately 11 
hours of education. 

Dr. Julie Emili, the re-
gion’s acting associate 
medical officer of health, 
this week explained the 
protocols that will have to 
be in place for classes to 
resume. 

“Schools are one more 
part of our community 
that has to be opened. 
The province’s system, a 
very balanced approach to 
encourage mental health/
well-being and develop-
ment in our school popu-
lation, is safe and sending 
them to an environment 
that’s safe. We know that 
all these measures that 
we are putting in place 
in our community and 
workplaces have worked 
and they’ve done a similar 
approach,” she said after 
reviewing the WRDSB 
plan.

With health officials 
mindful that a new out-
break is possible, the 
school board has pre-
pared three learning 
delivery models: a full 
return with enhanced 
health and safety pro-
tocols, adaptive/hybrid 
model, and full distance 
learning should the 
schools have to be closed 
down again.

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

A return to school this fall 
is still very much tenuous 
and rife with uncertain-
ty as September inches 
closer. 

Despite the lingering 
coronavirus issues, local 
organizations want kids to 
be as prepared as possible 
for whatever classes may 
look like when the time 
comes. 

To aid those who may 
need some extra assis-
tance, Woolwich Commu-
nity Services (WCS) and 
the Woolwich Community 
Health Centre (WCHC) are 
offering up their annual 
backpack programs.

For many years, both 
organizations have 
worked to provide low-in-
come families, and those 
who may not have all the 
necessary school items, a 
backpack stuffed with the 
supplies needed to return 
to school. As COVID-19 
may have caused some 
additional financial 
stress, both organizations 
are ensuring that no kid 
has to go back to school 
this fall without being 
completely prepared. 

“We know that parents 
struggle, and they need 
assistance with purchas-
ing things in school – 
buying things for school 
can add up very quickly. 
And if we can help out in 

Working to stuff backpacks 
for students back to school
 WCS and WCHC both provide back pack programs in township

any way, then that’s what 
we’re here for. Just to 
ease the parents and the 
stress on getting ready 
for school for them,” said 
Tina Reed, community 
support co-ordinator 
with WCS. “Times are 
different, right now, and 
the stresses are different, 
[however] the kids going 
back to school kids still 
want the fun backpack 
and the fun pencil cray-
ons and the fun pencil 
case that they can take to 
school, starting in Sep-
tember. No matter what it 
looks like.”

Rosslyn Bentley, ex-
ecutive director with 
WCHC, says the program 
is something they offer 
“in a way to help support 
people’s dignity.” They 
do this through working 
with local agencies that 
help them identify those 
people who may be most 
at need. 

Backpacks and all 
school items are either 
purchased or donated 
by local businesses and 
community members 
who want to help. Each 
year kids receive a back-
pack, lunch bag, school 
supplies – including note-
books, pencil crayons, 
calculators and more – to 
help them throughout 
their year. Each organi-
zation creates backpacks 
for students in certain 
grade brackets with kids 

in kindergarten getting 
different items from those 
in Grades 1 to Grade 8 and 
the more advanced stu-
dents in high school. 

WCS normally averages 
about 125 backpacks each 
year, with WCHC putting 
togehter about 60. Items 
are needed for the differ-
ent age groups and both 
are asking for donations 
of items or money to help 
support with the pur-
chase. 

Donations can be made 
at WCS – 5 Memorial Ave. 
in Elmira until August 14, 
or at the Wellesley Town-
ship Community Health 
Centre – 1180 Queen’s 
Bush Rd. Those who do-
nate $25 or more are eligi-
ble for a tax receipt. 

Because of COVID-19, 
things will be running a 
little differently this year 
for both programs. 

Those who may need 
a backpack this year are 
asked to register for a 
timeslot to make their 
pickup. 

People in the Woolwich 
area can register until 
August 18 for their back-
packs by calling WCS at 
519-669-5139. 

Those in the Wellesley 
area can call or text Sue 
Martin at 519-504-1878 
or email smartin1562@
gmail.com to register. 
Registration for the 
Wellesley program runs 
until early September. 
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Waterloo Regional Police 
are again challenging the 
community to take part in 
their third annual back-
pack challenge.

The challenge encourag-
es all residents of Waterloo 
Region to purchase new 
backpacks, lunch bags, 
school supplies, or gift 
cards to be donated to chil-
dren in need. This year, we 
are also encouraging peo-
ple to donate cloth masks 
for children.

Close to 2,500 backpacks 
have been collected during 

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

JULY 29

■ 4:08 PM | Waterloo Region-
al Police responded to a report 
of a single-vehicle collision in 
the on Union Street in Elmira. 
The driver lost control of their 
vehicle, crossed over the cen-
tre line, struck a tree, and then 
continued down a hill before 
striking a building and causing 
signifi cant property damage. 
There were only minor injuries 
to the driver. A 30-year-old 
Waterloo man was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’

JULY 30

■ 2:54 AM | Police were 
called to a farm property on 
Line 86 in Woolwich Township 
for an abandoned vehicle. 
Police located the vehicle, and 
after investigation, located 
two individuals who were 
attempting to steal chickens 
from the farm. A 36-year-old 
man and a 24-year-old wom-

Waterloo Regional Police issue annual backpack challenge

the past two years, along 
with thousands of dollars 
in gifts cards and school 
supplies. They have been 
donated to youth organi-
zations and children in 
Waterloo Region to ensure 
they have an exciting back-
to-school experience.

“2020 is a year like no 
other,” said Chief Bryan 
Larkin in a release. “The 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
changed a lot of things, but 
what hasn’t changed is that 
people are still in need in 
our community. We want 

to do our part to ensure 
every child in Waterloo 
Region goes back to school 
feeling confident, excited, 
and proud.”

The backpack challenge 
will run until August 21. All 
donations will be delivered 
to community organiza-
tions throughout Waterloo 
Region.

Donations can be 
dropped off at designated 
spots at Police Headquar-
ters, located at 200 Maple 
Grove Road in Cambridge, 
or at any police division:

North Division, 45 Co-
lumbia Street East, Water-
loo

Central Division, 134 
Frederick Street, Kitchener

South Division, 176 Hes-
peler Road, Cambridge

Rural Division, 13 Indus-
trial Drive, Elmira

If you would like to ar-
range a date to drop off a 
donation, or if you would 
like more information, 
please contact Cherri Gree-
no at Cherri.Greeno@wrps.
on.ca or 519-570-9777 ext. 
8773, or 519-498-9954.

an, both from Waterloo, were 
arrested and charged with 
‘break and enter – commit an 
indictable o� ence.’

■ 10:15 AM Police respond-
ed a King Street, St. Jacobs 
location following a report of 
someone with a weapon. The 
investigation found the indi-
vidual did not have a weapon, 
and the call was deemed 
unfounded.

■ 7:00 PM | Wellington 
County OPP responded to 
a single-vehicle collision at 
a golf course on Wellington 
Road 19 in Centre Wellington 
Township. The driver of a grey 
van was driving aggressively 
in the area and lost control 
of the vehicle, which went 
through a ditch and came to 
rest in the sand trap on a golf 
course.   Witnesses reported 
the driver fl eeing the scene 
on foot. Uniform o�  cers 
set up containment and 

searched the area with the 
assistance of the Wellington 
County OPP Canine Unit, and 
the Emergency Response 
Team (ERT). The suspect was 
arrested without incident after 
the canine unit tracked to a 
nearby cornfi eld. A 27-year-
old Guelph man was charged 
with ‘dangerous operation of 
a motor vehicle’ and ‘failing to 
stop at the scene of accident.’ 
The accused is scheduled to 
appear in the Ontario Court of 
Justice - Guelph on October 6. 

JULY 31

■ 3:28 PM | Waterloo Region 
Police joined other emergency 
workers at a fi re on New 
Jerusalem Road near Elmira. 
Roadways in the area were 
closed for several hours. 
Damage is estimated at more 
than $1 million.

■ 5:01 PM | Police were 
called to a store on Arthur 

Street South in Elmira for 
a report of a shoplifting 
incident. As a result of the in-
vestigation, the stolen product 
was returned to the store. An 
Elmira woman has also been 
trespassing. There were no 
charges at the request of store 
sta� .

AUGUST 1 

■ 12:06 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a Sawmill Road, Woolwich 
Township address for a report 
of property damage. The 
investigation is ongoing.

■ 3:44 PM | Emergency 
crews responded to a report 
of a fi re in the area of Sandhills 
Road in Wilmot Township. A 
baler caught on fi re while in 
use. The baler was destroyed, 
but there was no other proper-
ty damaged, and no reports of 
physical injuries.  

A fire July 31 at a farm on New Jerusalem Road southeast of Elmira saw some 
43 animals perish, with Woolwich firefighters taking several hours to extinguish 
the blaze.   [PERRY WEBER]

Stopping at Grammy’s 
Boutique & Espresso Bar 
in Wellesley, Phillips and 
Harris met with owner 
Sherrie Kirby and Mayor 
Joe Nowak to discuss how 
the business has dealt with 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
and what can be done to 
help businesses and the 
town move forward.

Kirby said she felt privi-
leged to have Phillips and 
Harris stop by her shop to 
see how things were going. 
She adds that she has no 
worries with regards to her 
business as things contin-
ue to move forward, and 
adds that the phased-in 
approach allows people 
to shop local within their 
community

Harris says he hopes by 

doing things like this trip 
that it encourages every-
one to not just focus on the 
big cities, but also remem-
ber the rural areas are just 
as important.

“I think the main thing 
that we really want to 
press upon the people in 
the province is that we’re 
listening, we’re open to 
creative ideas. We want to 
make sure that business 
is able to thrive but that 
we do that in the most 
safe and responsible way 
possible,” said Harris.“And 
we have to make sure that 
we’re not forgetting about 
rural Ontario, that we’re 
focusing on not only what’s 
happening in the big cities 
but also what’s happening 
out here and in our more 
rural and remote areas.”

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

More than 40 animals per-
ished when a barn went up 
in flames July 31 on a farm 
southeast of Elmira. Dam-
age was pegged at $1 million.

Emergency crews were 

MINISTER: Province taking stock of 
response to wider openings in stage 3

FROM 03

Damage estimated at $1 million in fire at New Jerusalem Road farm
called to the New Jerusalem 
Road property about 3:30 
p.m. last Friday, arriving 
to find the barn engulfed 
in flames, with smoke that 
was visible for kilometres.

Some 40 calves and 
three cattle were killed, but 
most of the animals were 

rescued. 
“They were throwing 

straw into the barn and 
something went wrong,” 
said Woolwich deputy fire 
chief Dennis Aldous of the 
cause of the blaze. 

Woolwich firefighters 
were on scene for several 

hours to bring the fire under 
control. They remained to 
put out hot spots in the barn 
structure until about 9 p.m. 
that evening, he added.

Roadways in the area 
were closed for several 
hours while crews dealt 
with the situation.
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The popularity of craft 
beers has been on the rise 
for a the last few years, 
with breweries popping 
up that both fuel the 

trend and respond to the public’s de-
mand for more.

As more of us forego the bigger 
brands in favour of unique ales, lagers 
and porters, the brewmasters who 
work hard to quench our thirst have 
been striving to continue to keep cus-
tomers happy by thinking up new and 
creative concoctions.

In Woolwich alone, there are craft 
breweries operating locally to create 
signature drinks that not only satisfy 
the cravings of beer aficionados, but 
also showcase the heritage and histo-
ry of the township. Places like Rural 
Roots Brewing Company in Elmira 
and Block Three Brewing Company 
in St. Jacobs are just two hyper-local 
businesses in the township catering 

The area’s craft beer   makers are happy to address 
the public’s demand   for uniquely local tastes

ing his brewing prowess after his first 
attempt with a home-brewing kit. The 
attempt did not go well, turning out a 
beer he can only describe as horrible, 
but something got into him and he 
kept trying until his skill and passion 
developed into the company that 
stands today.

“The whole purpose for what we 
do [is people]… passion with a cap-
ital P is about people. And then our 
small passion is about craft beer. So, 
the craft beer is a great way to bring 
people together from all walks of life,” 
said Lichti.“What we realized about 
Elmira – Elmira being our home – [is 
that] we didn’t have so much of a 
place to bring people in for that. A 
lot of us here in town would go to 
Waterloo, to Guelph, a lot went to 
Block Three, of course, as well. And 
we wanted to create more than just a 
place where you could come and get a 

to those who want a different drink. 
The wider Waterloo Region is home to 
many more similar businesses such as 
Innocente Brewing Company, which 
holds the same vision. 

While creating the next great beer is 
always on the minds of the folks who 
continue to put out new and inventive 
pints, for some the beverage is more 
than just their business. It is a way to 
bring the community they love to-
gether over the drink we all know and 
love.

This love of engaging and interact-
ing with people was the inspiration 
for Roger Lichti, craftsman and owner 
of Rural Roots Brewing Company, to 
start his operation almost one year 
ago. He found his love of the atmo-
sphere created inside an English pub 
in the late-’90s and sat with the seed 
planted in his mind for some time. 
Years later he would finally start find-

Steve 
Innocente

Innocente 
Brewing 

Company
Waterloo

Graham
Spence
Block Three 

Brewing 
Company  
St. Jacobs

Craft beer has been a growing industry in 
the province for the last several years. 

 ■ Ontario Craft brewers put out statistics from 2019 showing that there 
were 276 brewers across the province with more than 80 additional 
breweries in the planning stages. This makes 110 communities across 
the province home to a craft brewery.

 ■ 2,200 full-time employees and more than 9,000 supporting and 
business related jobs.

 ■ Craft breweries share of the market over the last few years has gone 
from 6.4 per cent in 2016 – with brewers producing 512,850 hectolitres 
– to 8.9 per cent in 2018 – producing 700,500 hectolitres. The volume 
of beer sold increased 15.5 per cent from 2017 to 2018.
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C raft brewing has exploded in recent years, but it’s very much a 
case of everything old is new again: Numerous breweries oper-
ated in the small towns and villages in Waterloo County in the 

1840s through the 1890s. From Bamberg to Wellesley, Ayr to Winter-
bourne, each village had a local brewer. These small breweries were 
family affairs, with sons learning the trade from their fathers, and 
eventually taking over the business. Small breweries began to decline 
in the early 1900s, and only the larger ones were able to survive Prohi-
bition when it came into effect in 1916.

Some of the better known local breweries included:

Kuntz Brewery, City of Waterloo
David Kuntz, a German immigrant, began brewing in Waterloo in 

the early 1840s. By the early 1850s, he had a brewery at King and Wil-
liam Streets called the Spring Brewery.  The Chartwell Terrace on the 
Square retirement residence is now at this location. 

The brewery expanded through the 1860s.  In the early 1870s, 
Kuntz’s son Louis took over the business. He renamed it the L. Kuntz 
Park Brewery. Louis’ sons – David, William, and Herbert – became 
managers in 1910 and incorporated the business to form Kuntz Brew-
ery Limited. Prohibition forced the brewery to focus on exporting beer 
and soft drink sales. In 1929, the brewery was purchased by E.P. Taylor 
and Canadian Breweries Ltd.

Rau Brewery, New Hamburg
In the early 1860s, Stephen Rau purchased an existing brewery and 

renamed it the Rau Brewery.  Operated by various members of the Rau 
family, the brewery closed after 1916 when Prohibition came into ef-
fect in Ontario. The brewery was converted into a cheese factory in the 
early 1920s, and still operates as the Oak Grove Cheese Factory today.

Carling Breweries, City of Waterloo
When E.P. Taylor purchased the Kuntz Brewery in 1929, the busi-

ness’ holdings were consolidated with other Canadian Breweries 
firms. The Kuntz soft drink division was merged with that of O’Keefe’s, 
creating Consolidated Beverages. The brewery was amalgamated with 
Carlings from London, creating Carling-Kuntz Breweries. In 1944, 
Kuntz was removed from the company name as it was reorganized as 
Carling Breweries Ltd. Carling would be the main brewer in Waterloo 
for the next few decades until the factory was sold in 1977 to Labatt.

Huether’s Lion Brewery, City of Waterloo and Kitchener
Beginning in 1856, Adam Huether and his son, Christopher, rented 

an existing brewery at the corner of King and Princess Streets in Wa-
terloo. They named it the Lion Brewery. By the early 1870s, Christo-
pher was able to purchase the brewery property and build a hotel on 
the same site.  The hotel is still operated today by the Adlys Family, 
as the Huether Hotel and the Lion Brewery Restaurant. Christopher’s 
son, C.N. Huether, joined the brewery in the 1890s and in 1894 formed 
the C.N. Huether Company, leasing the brewery from his father. C.N. 
defaulted on a mortgage payment in 1899 and the brewery was quickly 
acquired by the Kuntz Brewery for use as malt storage. C.N. re-estab-
lished the Lion Brewery at a new location at King and Victoria Streets 
in Berlin (Kitchener) in 1900.  In 1906, the brewery expanded and an 
ice plant was built beside it.  Two years later the name was changed to 
the Berlin Lion Brewery Limited. The company operated through Pro-
hibition, with the name being changed again in 1919 to Huether Brew-
ery Limited.  Brewery sales suffered during the 1920s and the brewery 
was eventually sold in 1927.

Blue Top Brewing, Kitchener
In 1927, the Huether Brewing Company was purchased by Arthur 

Diesbourg and William Renaud. The company continued to operate 
under this name until 1936 when it was renamed Blue Top Brewing. 
The brewery’s name came from the company’s leading brand of beer 
– Blue Top ale and lager. In 1948, the company faced a setback when 
a bad batch of beer reached consumers.  In response, the brewery 
introduced new brands – New York Lager and Premium Ale – but the 
company never fully recovered from this incident.

Rock Brewery, Cambridge
The Rock Brewery, also known as the Rock Springs Brewery, was 

founded in 1846 by brothers George and Henry Bernhardt. Located 
on Hamilton Street East in Preston (now Cambridge), the brewery was 
located beside a natural spring – the water source used to brew Rock 
beer. The Bernhardt family operated the brewery until 1916.  In 1927, 
a group of Detroit businessmen re-opened the brewery but two years 
later the company president was convicted of fraud and the brewery 
declared bankruptcy.

A second Detroit syndicate restarted the brewery in 1930 but closed 
again in 1933. The brewery buildings, located near the Preston Me-
morial Auditorium, were torn down in 1968. The site is currently the 
location of housing.

The area’s craft beer   makers are happy to address 
the public’s demand   for uniquely local tastes

whole bunch of beer. We want it to 
be very different than that type of 
environment. Family, kids, young, 
old, whether they like craft beer or 
they just want to come hang out, 
that was more important to us. 
So, we really have a heart for this 
community. That was the focus of 
it, our focus was people, how can 
we give back to the community, 
and then around the craft beer 
industry.”

Lichti tries to incorporate 
many different styles of beers 
from around the world, instead 
of sticking to creating “fad beers.” 
While some are different than 
others, the brews he creates have 
a history that can be traced back 
hundreds of years to different 
regions. The ingredients he uses 
in his work can also be found at 

about his beers. He eventually 
entered competitions and won 
which led him to brewing that 
beer at a small business. Once 
he turned 40, he decided it was 
time and with some help, he got 
the business off the ground in 
2014.

While not all of his beers have 
that same local spin – he put out 
a beer in 2015 to commemorate 
the 200th anniversary of the 
victory at Waterloo over Napo-
leon in Belgium – as those from 
Rural Roots, he says his compa-
ny does their part to ensure they 
showcase and support local.

“I think it’s important to sup-
port local, especially now. And 
in turn we need to support local 
too,” said Innocente. “Right 
down to everything [needed to 
create the beers], even if it costs 
a little more, it’s worth it.”

Innocente already considers 
his place the local hub for the 
neighbourhood, folks that want 
to get together over a beer. He 
says it is nice to be able chat 
with people who want to come 
in for a beer and they get to see 
the brewery workers as they 
make the products. 

In the future both breweries 
plan to see what they can do to 
expand their businesses within 
the region, whether that’s sim-
ply by adding more space, or 
selling their products in creative 
ways. 

As with Block 3, Rural Roots 
and Innocente are open for pa-
tio service and will be opening 
their doors to once again wel-
come in customers for dine-in 
service.

Visit ruralrootsbrewery.ca, 
innocente.ca and www.block-
threebrewing.com for more 
information.

local farms and businesses in the 
region. 

Beers like the “Schticky Ale” or 
the “Yes, Honey Cream Ale” have 
ingredients which he sources 
from local farms. Even the nam-
ing of the beers can be traced back 
to his youth, like the “Tile Yard 
Red” which he named in honour 
of the tile yard he farmed beside 
growing up. 

Steve Innocente, owner of Inno-
cente Brewing Company, also en-
joys supporting local businesses 
in his venture – whether by sourc-
ing local hops or fresh fruit from 
regional farmers. Starting off as 
a scientist, he did a postdoctoral 
fellowship at the University of Ed-
inburgh. During his time there he 
got back into home brewing as a 
hobby and his friends would rave 

A long history of 
brewing in the region

Roger 
Lichti

Rural Roots 
Brewery

Elmira

Steve 
Innocente

Innocente 
Brewing 

Company
Waterloo



OBSERVERXTRA .COM | THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2020 | 08

Keep the conversation alive on topics 
of relevance to the community; write 
a letter to the Editor.

Deadline: Tuesdays 4pm

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/letters

JOE MERLIHAN
PUBLISHER Ext 107

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscriptions within Canada are 
available for $35 + hst. Contact the o�  ce or 
visit ads.observerxtra.com/subscribe

DISTRIBUTION CONCERNS
Concerns about local distribution can be 
addressed online at: ads.observerxtra.
com/delivery. For immediate issues please 
call 519-894-3000.

GENERAL POLICIES
The Observer newspaper and website user 
policies can be found online on our website 
at: ads.observerxtra.com/policy

STEVE KANNON
EDITOR Ext 103

SEAN HEEGER
REPORTER Ext 102

DAMON MACLEAN
REPORTER Ext 101

DONNA RUDY
SALES MANAGER Ext 104

PATRICK MERLIHAN
PRINT/WEB MANAGER Ext 105

VACANT
GRAPHIC DESIGNER Ext 109

VACANT
GRAPHIC DESIGNER Ext 108

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters must be exclusive to The Observer, 
include name, address and phone number 
and less than 300 words. Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity. The Observer 
declines unsigned letters, announcements, 
poetry and thank-you letters.

PRESS OVERSIGHT
The Observer belongs to the National 
Newsmedia Council, a self-regulatory body 
governing Canadian newspapers. Toll free: 
1-844-877-1163 or info@mediacouncil.ca. 
Complainants are encouraged to address 
concerns with the newspaper Editor fi rst.

The Observer is the independent community newspaper serving the communities within 
Woolwich and Wellesley Townships in Waterloo Region. The Observer is published every 
Thursday. The Observer is located in Elmira and was founded in 1996.

20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

Phone: 519-669-5790
Toll Free: 1-888-966-5942   
Fax: 519-669-5753
Online: observerxtra.com

Letters to the Editor: editor@woolwichobserver.com | ads.observerxtra.com/letters

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
The Observer is a member of the 
Ontario Community Newspaper Association 
(OCNA), News Media Canada and The 

Greater KW Chamber of Commerce.

COPYRIGHT
All content produced by  The Observer is 
protected by copyright. No portion in print 
or online is to be reproduced without specif-
ic permission of the publisher. Reproduction 
rights can be obtained from Access Copy-
right located at 1 Yonge St., 1900 Toronto, 
ON M5E 1E5 | 416-868-1621                                           

                © 2020 Cathedral Communications Inc. 

/observerxtra

@woolwichnews

/observerxtra

Social Media:

Kids heading back to school means we have to be more careful
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

Local economies are as 
open as they’re likely 
to be, pending a cure 

or vaccine for COVID-19, and 
the province now has a plan 
in place for reopening schools 
in the fall. This is the new 
normal, even if we’re suffering 
from coronavirus fatigue at 
this point.

The situation today isn’t 
satisfying – and certainly not 
satisfactory – but we’re very 
much mindful that a spike in 
cases could see restrictions 
become the norm again, and 
that’s a situation that no one 
wants.

A new Nanos Research poll 
finds most of us would support 
a lockdown similar to what we 
saw in March should there be 
another wave. Half of Cana-
dians would support shutting 
down all but essential busi-

nesses, and another 23 per cent 
somewhat agree with that idea.

On the other hand, one in 
four would somewhat op-
pose (12 per cent) or oppose 
(13 per cent) such a reversal. 
Residents of Ontario (63 per 
cent) and Atlantic Canada (62 
per cent) have a higher level 
of support for that idea than 
residents of the Prairies (38 per 
cent) or Quebec (30 per cent), 
Nanos reports.

As we’ve seen in the U.S., 
reopening the economy with-
out adequate precautions and 
a buy-in from the public on 
health measures can and does 
lead to increase in COVID-19 
cases. We’re aware of that here, 
and most Canadians are eager 
to avoid repeating that scenar-
io on this side of the border. 
That’s likely why the survey 
found a very strong majority 

of Canadians say they would 
support or somewhat support 
requiring everyone to wear a 
mask in indoor public spaces – 
close to nine in ten Canadians 
say they would support (72 per 
cent) or somewhat support (15 
per cent) requiring everyone to 
wear a mask in indoor public 
places, while just over one in 
ten would oppose this (eight 
per cent) or somewhat oppose 
this (four per cent).

Thus far, businesses have 
been reopening without too 
many issues. That’s been no-
tably true in this region. The 
next big hurdle will be getting 
kids back to school come Sep-
tember. The province last week 
announced a plan to do just 
that, drawing some flak for the 
amount of money it set aside 
for the effort. Still, getting 
classes back underway is a pri-

ority for almost 80 per cent of 
Canadians, the survey indicat-
ing it is important (45 per cent) 
or somewhat important (33 per 
cent) for provinces to find a 
way to open schools for in-per-
son schooling this fall.

Children have been home 
from school since mid-March, 
and parents are understand-
ably eager to see classes re-
sume for a variety of reasons, 
from concerns about missing 
out on an education to seeing 
life return to something closer 
to normality. 

While some parents will be 
reluctant, fearing for their 
children’s health and for the 
chance the virus will spread, 
some risk is inevitable. That 
said, it’s up to the province 
and school boards to take ev-
ery precaution to reduce that 
risk. And it will fall on parents 

to help ensure their children 
follow the inevitable restric-
tions that will be in place.

It won’t be easy.
Of course, that applies to 

every social situation, from the 
workplace to the grocery store, 
and to each and every one of 
us. There’s no way to make 
society 100 per cent safe, but 
acting responsibly is an option 
each of us can and must un-
dertake. Again, we need only 
look at the renewed outbreaks 
in the U.S. to see what happens 
when the proper precautions 
are not in place ... and when 
significant numbers of peo-
ple fail to do what’s right for 
themselves, others and their 
communities.

In doing the right thing, 
we’ll likely ensure that return-
ing to more draconian mea-
sures won’t be necessary.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

“ Stop calling me a 
moustachioed cock-
roach,” said Alexan-

der Lukashenko. “I am still 
the president of this coun-
try.” But that doesn’t sound 
very presidential, does it?

Lukashenko has been the 
president of Belarus for the 
past 26 years, and Sergei 
Tikhanovsky, the video 
blogger who called him 
that, is now in one of Lu-
kashenko’s jails. But Tikha-
novsky’s wife Svetlana is 
running for president in 
her husband’s place in next 
Sunday’s election (August 
9), and she may do well 
enough to force ‘Europe’s 
last dictator’ into a sec-
ond-round run-off vote.

Tikhanovsky struck 
a popular note when he 
called Lukashenko a mous-
tachioed cockroach: his 

Belarus: beginning 
of the end?

moustache is definitely the 
‘Eastern European dictator 
circa 1936’ model, and like 
cockroaches, you just can’t 
get rid of him. The You-
Tube star adopted a bed-
room slipper as his symbol 
(because Belarusians 
squash cockroaches with 
their slippers, presumably), 
and started driving around 
Minsk with a giant slipper 
on the roof of his car.

A dubious online poll 
claimed that Lukashenko 
would only get three per 

Too hot, too cold, too wet, too dry ... farming's never been easy, and there's certainly no improvement on the horizon.

“While it is important to review what happened leading 
up to and during the pandemic, what the industry needs 
right now is what families, residents, workers, and 
advocates have been demanding for a long time – long 
before COVID-19. For years, our union has been pressing 
our government for real change to address conditions 
... including chronic understa�  ng and underfunding.”

Shawn Haggerty, president of UFCW Local 175, 
calls for changes to the LTC system

In Lebanon, many refugees found new homes in 
stacked apartments and cramped living conditions 
in exchange for this safety. And then COVID-19 hit. 
With the risk of the virus transmission moving quickly 
through these densely packed areas, MCC acted 
quickly to distribute over 20,000 COVID-19 hygiene 
kits in Syria, Lebanon and Jordan.

DYER | 10

GWYNNE DYER
GLOBAL AFFAIRS

VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Growth is unsustainable and runs counter to a satisfying life
Regional efforts such as transit 
expansion and bicycle lanes have 
proven to be a waste of money 
and resources. Though a better 
use of funds, affordable housing 
projects are essentially drops in 
the ocean. Such programs will 
do little to change the reality on 
the ground, whether the goal is a 
greener environment or altering 
the housing market, and they’ll 
certainly do less than simply 
reversing our obsession over 
growth.

A region with half as many 
residents – and half as many in 
the country and on the planet 
– would be much better off on 
many fronts.

In fact, many of the problems 
plaguing the planet – most of 
them the result of our success 
as a species and our failures as 
human beings – could be less-
ened by focusing on a degrowth 
mantra.

Our long fixation on growth 
now threatens the physical world 
– even just our numbers threaten 
flora and fauna with reckless 
abandon, let alone the myriad 
activities changing the very 
environment we all share – and 
the societies we’ve created over 
many, many generations.

The obsession with growth, 
however, has been around long 
enough that no one alive remem-
bers otherwise, though the ef-
fects have certainly grown worse 
if you’ve been around a while.

Economist Herman Daly, a 
longtime advocate of steady 
state economics rather than the 
damaging growth model, points 
out that what we have today is 
really a historical aberration that 
got rolling with the Industrial 
Revolution, a fateful time for our 
societies.

“We have lived for 200 years in 
a growth economy. That makes 
it hard to imagine what a steady-
state economy (SSE) would be 
like, even though for most of 
our history mankind has lived 
in an economy in which annual 
growth was negligible. Some 
think a SSE would mean freezing 
in the dark under communist 
tyranny. Some say that huge 
improvements in technology 

(energy efficiency, recycling) 
are so easy that it will make the 
adjustment both profitable and 
fun,” he writes of the steady state 
alternative.

“Regardless of whether it will 
be hard or easy we have to at-
tempt a SSE because we cannot 
continue growing, and in fact 
so-called ‘economic’ growth al-
ready has become uneconomic. 
The growth economy is failing. 
In other words, the quantitative 
expansion of the economic sub-
system increases environmen-
tal and social costs faster than 
production benefits, making us 
poorer not richer, at least in high 
consumption countries.”

Daly’s idea fit right in to the 
growing trend of small and local, 
already moving beyond farming, 
where we first started catching 
on to the fact food produced 
close to home on family farms 
provides widespread benefits.

In the bigger picture, a return 
to localized activities and small-
scale farming are part of the 

degrowth model, an alternative 
to the growth mantra that per-
meates our culture. 

Today, the entire system of 
government and the economy 
are both predicated on growth. 
None of our politicians at any 
level is talking about reversing 
that trend, even though constant 
growth is by definition impossi-
ble. Life on a finite planet makes 
that clear.

The environmental impact of 
human activity is the clearest 
indicator of where growth is a 
problem. We use up nonrenew-
able resources and we spew 
pollutants into the air, water and 
soil. That can’t go on forever.

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

Nor can we continue to pave 
over land, especially productive 
farmland, in perpetuity. That, of 
course, is one of the arguments 
made in favour of the transit sys-
tem: the war on suburban sprawl.

As French economist Serge 
Latouche, one of the leaders of 
the degrowth movement, points 
out, we live in a society that is 
obsessed by growth economics – 
growth for growth’s sake. It’s an 
obsession that no longer serves 
us.

“What if the very idea of 
growth – accumulating riches, 
destroying the environment and 
worsening social inequality – is 
a trap? Maybe we need to aim to 
create a society that is based on 
quality not quantity, on cooper-
ation and not competition,” he 
writes in one of his recent trea-
tises on the subject.

Our current lifestyle has a 
dramatic impact on the Earth. 
We consume at a rate beyond 
sustainability, with each of us 
putting a claim on an increas-

ingly large chunk of the planet’s 
surface to make possible our 
consumerist tendencies.

The average person in the 
United States consumes the 
equivalent of 9.6 hectares of 
land, in Canada 7.2 and in Eu-
rope 4.5. We are a long way from 
planetary equality and even 
further from a sustainable civ-
ilization which would require 
consumption levels below 1.4 
hectares, even before accounting 
for population change, he says.

While we’ve recognized some 
of the perils, if only in little ways, 
our efforts have been largely 
ineffective. Yes, we separate our 
trash into various recyclable 
components. Yes, we look at 
ways to make items with few-
er materials. Yes, we try to get 
greater fuel efficiency out of 
our vehicles. But the ecological 
damage of extreme growth con-
tinues because there are more 
of us consuming more goods as 
increasingly numbers of prod-
ucts come to the market. With 
technology, we see built-in ob-
solescence and rapid turnover 
fueled by our desire for the latest 
and greatest, for instance.

It adds up to trouble today, 
with more to come if we con-
tinue down this road, Latouche 
argues.

“The growth society causes 
inequality and injustice to rise; 
the well-being it does produce is 
often illusory; even for the rich, 
society is neither convivial nor 
agreeable, but an anti-society, 
sick with its own wealth. The 
high quality of life that most 
people in the North believe that 
they enjoy is increasingly an 
illusion. They may spend more 
on consumer goods and services, 
but they forget to deduct the 
costs of these things: reductions 
in the quality of life because of 
poor air and water and a degrad-
ed environment.”

With this, Latouche takes aim 
at what economists have long 
called externalities: transferring 
to society the costs of production 
while the profits go to individu-
als and companies. If we’re going 
to change the system, we’re go-

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

THE GREAT OUTDOORS

There's a price to pay for the most dangerous berry

T he other day 
while meandering 
through a small 

stretch of wilderness, I 
wandered into an aban-
doned meadow and found 
myself in a dangerous sit-
uation.

It happened because I 
had made the rookie mis-
take of not being aware of 
my surroundings. Which 
is why, when I looked up, I 
found myself confronting 
what is arguably the most 
dangerous thing in the out-
doors.

I’ll admit, as blackberry 
patches go, this one wasn’t 

all that big. But, as anyone 
who has any experience 
with blackberries knows, 
they don’t have to be big to 
maul you. 

They just have to be 
loaded with berries.

And this one was.
Even so, I should have 

known better. I should 
have made myself big, 
spoke calmly to it and 
slowly backed off – for a 
man in shorts is no match 
for even the smallest of 
blackberry patches.

But the berries were right 
there, almost in reach. 

In a situation like this, 

the prudent thing to do is 
remember the spot, make 
your way home, and then 
return later wearing a suit 
of chainmail or something 
else that might have lessen 
the injuries you are about 
to have inflicted upon 
yourself. 

Instead, I did what any-
one in this situation would 
do. I thought, “I’ll just be 
careful and pick the berries 
within easy reach.”

That’s just what the 
blackberry patch wants 
you to think. Also, there are 
never blackberries within 
easy reach when you have 

short arms.
I won’t get into the griz-

zly details about my life-
or-death struggle. Suffice 
it to say, once I reached 
into the bush, it attacked 
my bare legs and inflicted 
injuries I might never re-
cover from psychologically. 

And while I was looking at 
these, it grabbed me from 
the shoulder down and did 
not want to let go no matter 
how much I whimpered 
and begged.

Somewhere in between 
all that, it scratched my 
face up and somehow left 
marks on my back. 

Blood flowed profusely. 
Pain shot through my body. 
My mind imagined me nev-
er being heard from again.

Which is when I thought, 
“I’ll just get one more ber-
ry.”

When I finally got home, 
Jenn looked at me and 

said, “Oh my goodness. So, 
we really do have cougars 
in the county?”

Then I told her that my 
many injuries were from a 
blackberry bush I got into a 
tussle with.

“I should have known,” 
she said. “The wounds 
seemed too severe to be 
from a cougar.”

“Yup,” I replied.
After she looked me up 

and down, she finally said, 
“I don’t want you going 
back to that blackberry 
bush again. It’s way too 
dangerous…”

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN
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cent support for the forth-
coming election (seeking 
a sixth term), and graffiti 
and T-shirts saying ‘3%’ 
started appearing around 
town. Tikhanovsky took 
hope, declared he was 
running for president, and 
was arrested two days later 
– but suddenly Lukashen-
ko looked vulnerable, and 
other serious candidates 
started coming out of the 
woodwork.

Former banker Viktor 
Babariko declared he was 
in the running, and was 
promptly jailed on fraud 
charges. Former  ambas-
sador to the United States 
Valery Tsepkalo, founder of 
a high-tech business park, 
was denied registration as 
a candidate and sufficient-
ly intimidated that he has 
taken refuge in Russia with 
his two children. But none 
of them has really dropped 

out.
Instead, three women 

have taken their places. 
Svetlana Tikhanovskaya 
is now the opposition can-
didate for the presidency, 
with the public support of 
Tsepkalo’s wife Veronika 
and Babariko’s represen-
tative Maria Kolesnikova. 
And while Tikhanovskaya 
is unlikely to get over 50 
per cent of the votes on 
Sunday, Lukashenko may 
also fall short (there are 
also three minor candi-
dates running).

Then it would get re-
ally interesting, since 
in the second round 
Tikhanovskaya would 
inherit most of the minor 
candidates’ votes. She 
might even win, because 
compared to the other 
‘hard’ regimes of Europe, 
Lukashenko doesn’t have a 
lot to work with.

He can’t rely on the 

nationalism that keeps 
Viktor Orban in power 
in Hungary. Belarus was 
never independent be-
fore 1991, having spent 
two centuries in the Pol-
ish-Lithuanian Common-
wealth and another two 
in the Russia and Soviet 
empires. Belarusians don’t 
even hate or fear their 
neighbours.

Neither can Lukashenko 
rely on the religious fer-
vour that reliably delivers 
half the popular vote to the 
hard-line Catholic party in 
Poland and to the hard-line 
Islamic party in Turkey. 
Belarusians are not par-
ticularly fervent; indeed, 
more than 40 per cent of 
them say they have no reli-
gion at all.

He has few successes 
to offer on the economic 

front: Belarus has barely 
half the per capita GDP 
of Russia on its eastern 
border, only a third of that 
of Poland to the west. He 
dismissed the COVID-19 
pandemic as “psychosis,” 
promoted drinking vodka 
as a cure – and Belarus now 
has twice as many cases as 
Poland, although its popu-
lation is only one-quarter 
the size.

Dictatorships that try to 
operate behind a facade 
of ‘free’ elections have to 
maintain a certain level 
not only of fear but also 
of competence, and Lu-
kashenko’s credibility is 
starting to crumble. An 
anti-regime rally in Minsk 
on July 19 attracted around 
10,000 people. A rally in 
the same city on July 30, 
only 11 days later, attracted 

 �DYER:  Sensing blood in the water, more opponents are challenging Belarus' incompetent dictator
FROM 08 63,000.

So he really could lose in 
a run-off election, unless 
there is massive vote-rig-
ging – but then it would 
probably also get really vi-
olent, because Lukashenko 
has no intention of retiring 
at the tender age of 65. If he 
goes down, he will go down 
fighting.

He’s already laying the 
groundwork for that kind 
of repression. Last week 
his secret police raided a 
health spa and arrested 
33 Russian ‘mercenaries, 
allegedly members of the 
Wagner group, who he 
claimed were planning 
terrorist attacks to disrupt 
the elections. There are 
another 200 of them still 
loose in the country and 
intent on terrorism, he 
claimed.

It’s nonsense, of course: 
Vladimir Putin doesn’t 
want other post-Soviet 
dictatorships to be over-
thrown by popular votes. 
The Russian mercenaries 
were probably just in (deni-
able) transit to Libya, Syria 
or Sudan, where they have 
lots of work. Lukashenko is 
spinning the terrorism tale 
to justify a violent crack-
down on the opposition 
if it looks like it’s going to 
win.

Svetlana Tikhanovskaya 
is not demanding to be-
come president if she wins. 
She just wants the 700 
opposition supporters and 
activists arrested since May 
(according to the Belarus 
human rights group Vyas-
na) to be released, and then 
a truly free election. It’s not 
too much to ask.

 ■ We could 
definitely do with 
a more walkable 
community

To the Editor,
Reading through the recent 
editorial titled “Walkable 
communities require struc-
tural changes, not superfi-
cial misses” (Observer, July 
30/20), I was struck with 
the beautiful descriptions 
of public life in European 
cities, big and small. Yes, 
yes, yes! Walking/wander-
ing/shopping under tree 
canopies, passing dozens 
of pots of flowers and 
native grasses, makes life 
very rich and soothes away 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR some of the sharper edges.  
I visited Kincardine 

recently, and walking 
through an alley from a 
municipal parking lot to 
the main street was like be-
ing on a European cobble-
stone street: wrought iron 
railings and stairs overflow-
ing with blooming flowers. 
Walking on Elmira’s Arthur 
Street is currently almost 
unpleasant due to strong 
sun, air pollution and traf-
fic noise. The editorial ad-
dressed several aspects of 
a walkable community and 
got me thinking.

Woolwich could use 
more kilometres of trans-
portation trails connecting 
communities, and places 
for people to be outside, as 
our population intensifies 

and as we reduce our dis-
tant travel. A friend who 
has been a regular trail 
user says the trail is pretty 
crowded so they don’t go 
out so much anymore. 
Demand is growing. Mil-
lennials will be staying and 
new ones are coming to 
our area. Woolwich seniors 
are more active. And there 
are more and more folks/
families who don’t have a 
backyard and who definite-
ly need natural spaces to 
roam, to cool off, to be with 
the healing power of the 
natural world.  

That was a good distinc-
tion the editorial made 
between bicycling trails for 
transportation and trails 
for recreation – they can be 
different. Combined trails 

for walking and biking are 
a problem unless they are 
wide enough. Design for 
purpose is everything.

Let’s celebrate Woolwich 
Township, Sip ‘N Bite, and 
Kitchen Kuttings for the 
efforts that they have made 
along Mill Street and also 
along that alleyway south 
of Kitchen Kuttings in El-
mira.

When I first walked by 
Sip ‘N Bite’s Mill Street pa-
tio, with comfy chairs, big 
umbrellas, beautiful plants 
and architectural fencing, 
I wanted to stop in imme-
diately. I’ll return some 
evening when it’s cooler 
and shaded, for that grilled 
chicken on a pita. On the 
south end of Kitchen Kut-
tings new store, they’ve 

created a really sweet spot 
for the public to stop and 
visit, eat lunch, rest, or 
wait for a ride. Picnic tables 
(one is an artpiece!), big 
planters, and shade wings 
all create a convenient and 
welcome refuge from the 
daytime bustle of Arthur 
Street. That spot would 
make a terrific walk-in 
theatre: bring your own 
chair, popcorn and ice 
cream close by, and watch 
a family movie on a porta-
ble screen after dark on a 
Friday or Saturday night. I 
dream!

Lastly, just so we all 
know, we will get trees 
on Arthur Street, once 
the region resurfaces the 
road. Until that happens, it 
appears senseless to make 

investments in trees for 
shoppers’ health and com-
fort. Every year we hear the 
resurfacing is scheduled 
within another couple of 
years, but it hasn’t been 
done and we must be get-
ting close to a decade, alas.  

I love my town and re-
ally appreciate efforts to 
improve the downtown 
experience. At the same 
time, we know how much 
more demand there is 
coming down the line, and 
we know how much more 
comfortable we could make 
life for all. Anything we can 
do to reconnect with nature 
and to smooth some of our 
sharper edges is helpful. I 
am grateful for this paper’s 
awareness and concern.

Sandra Bray, Elmira

 � GALEA:  Berries are an itch he can't help but scratch
FROM 09

ing to have to take aim at 
that practice.

Rolling back our popula-
tion and/or our consump-
tion levels to something 
akin to what it was a few 
decades ago would make a 
huge difference. In Canada, 
people had plenty in, say, 
the 1960s and ’70s when 
there were half as many 

“It’s loaded with berries,” 
I replied.

She gave me a look like 
I was an idiot and then 
handed me protective gog-
gles and said, “Get a bunch. 
They are $4.99 a pint right 
now.”

And that is exactly what 
I did. I got her some that 

evening and then went 
back the next morning 
for some more. And I 
will probably continue 
doing so until there are 
not enough berries left to 
pick. 

A lot of people would cut 
their losses and think that 
$4.99 was a small price to 
pay for safe acquisition, 

especially when you factor 
in the price of band aids 
and such. Not me. I really 
like fresh blackberries 
once you wash off the 
blood. 

Besides, I find berry 
picking addictive.

Some people can quit 
cold turkey. But, not me. 
I’m on the patch.

• DRAINAGE TILES & REPAIRS,
   CATCH BASIN, ETC.
• RETAINING WALLS
• FOUNDATION REPAIRS

DENNIS KUEPFER - MILLBANK - (519) 595-4362

• SPECIALIZE IN SEWAGE
   TREATMENT SYSTEMS
• INSTALL & REPAIR SEPTIC TANKS
   HOLDING TANKS & WEEPING BEDS 
• SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

 � KANNON:  Wealthy countries need to shift focus from unsustainable growth
FROM 09 of us.

That kind of thinking 
is reflected in the works 
of Vaclav Smil, a distin-
guished professor emeritus 
in the faculty of environ-
ment at the University 
of Manitoba, who’s been 
writing for decades about 
human development. His 
latest book, Growth: From 
Microorganisms to Meg-
acities, notes that growth 
must eventually end.

“ I wanted to put it all 
together under one roof 
so people could see how 
these things are inevitably 
connected and how it all 
shares one crystal clarity: 

that growth must come 
to an end. Our economist 
friends don’t seem to re-
alize that,” he said of the 
book in an interview last 
year with The Guardian.

“Once you reach a cer-
tain point, the benefits of 
GDP growth start to level 
off in terms of mortality, 
nutrition and education,” 
he said of growth becoming 
counterproductive in the 
wealthier nations on the 
planet. “We could halve our 
energy and material con-
sumption and this would 
put us back around the 
level of the 1960s. We could 
cut down without losing 

anything important. Life 
wasn’t horrible in 1960s or 
70s Europe. People from 
Copenhagen would no 
longer be able to fly to Sin-
gapore for a three-day visit, 
but so what? Not much is 
going to happen to their 
lives. People don’t realize 
how much slack in the sys-
tem we have.”

As Gwynne Dyer noted 
last week, absent immigra-
tion, populations in the West 
will decline. If we let nature 
run its course, and scale 
back the overconsumption, 
we’ll reap rewards beyond 
the ill-considered obsession 
with GDP.

Linwood 
Blood Donor 

Clinic

UPDATE

Take notice that 
The Canadian 

Blood Services has 
changed the time 

of their next Blood 
Donor Clinic on 

Friday August 7 to 
11am - 3pm. 
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
fi ring? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

The federal government has started the gradual 
resumption of some passport services in Canada. As 
of this week, Canadians can apply for a passport by 
mail. If Canadians have an immediate need for a pass-
port or are travelling in less than 30 days with proof 
of travel, they can request in-person appointments. 
www.canada.ca/passport

The Standing Committee on Finance and Economic 
A� airs will meet to review the fi scal impacts of the 
COVID-19 crisis on certain sectors of the economy. The 
committee will hold public hearings on the Small and 
Medium Enterprises sector by videoconference (Zoom) 
Aug. 17-21 and Aug. 24. Those who wish to be consid-
ered to make an oral presentation on the Small and 
Medium Enterprises sector by videoconference or tele-
conference are required to register by Aug. 7 at 5 p.m. 
www.ola.org/en/apply-committees

PASSPORT CONTROL PUBLIC INPUT

Church St E

A
rt

h
u

r 
St  

S

Wyatt St E

W
a

lk
e

r 
S

t

James St

ELMIR A

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East

We can help!
Sign up for our FREE Virtual Shoulder Pain Workshop

on Wednesday, August 12th at 4:30pm
Learn about common causes of shoulder pain and how to prevent it, 

as well as helpful exercises for those stubborn injuries.

Is Shoulder Pain Affecting your Summer Activities?

Register online at  
www.sosphysiotherapy.ca

or on our Facebook page!

FIELD NOTES

Time to do our part and drink local beer

I ’m a huge fan of craft 
beer, especially IPAs. 

I realize some peo-
ple say hoppy ales are a 
fad, but I sure hope not. 
Like many beer-drinking 
baby boomers, I endured 
cookie-cutter dreck from 
the major breweries for 
way too long. Today, I’m 
very happy having access 
to something different, 
fresh and tasty – especially 
given the summery weath-

er we’ve been having, the 
re-emergence of pro sports 
to follow, and the fantastic 
IPA craft beer selection in 
Ontario.

In Canada, the alcohol 
scene has changed a lot 
since the pandemic, some 
of it in ways you wouldn’t 
expect.

For example, in June, 
the Canadian Centre on 
Substance Use and Addic-
tion reported that of those 

who drink alcohol and are 
staying home more, almost 
80 per cent were drinking 
about the same or less than 
before the pandemic.

I would have thought 
it was opposite. But only 
one in five said they were 
drinking more. Nonethe-
less, that’s the statistic that 
made headlines.

If you buy liquor, you’re 
buying more through re-
tail and e-commerce sites 

instead of pubs, bars and 
restaurants. That’s too bad. 
These establishments and 
the knowledgeable people 

who work there had a huge 
role in new product intro-
ductions. Trying an un-
heard-of item on the beer 
menu, or one recommend-
ed by a friend or a server, 
was a fun pursuit. 

These establishments 
will take years to recover. 
Expert sources like the UK-
based International Wines 
and Spirits Record predict 
that worldwide, beverage 
alcohol will take five years 

to rebound from the coro-
navirus pandemic, owing 
to the near shutdown of 
public socializing and 
worldwide travel.

A US Nielsen inves-
tigation estimates the 
market there would need 
to sustain more than a 20 
per cent growth across all 
categories to merely level 
off the impact of bar and 
restaurant sales loss.

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Where the National Farm-
ers Union sees big agricul-
ture at work in the Seed 
Synergy initiative, local 
producer Cribit Seeds spots 
an opportunity.

Seed Synergy calls for 
the amalgamation of five 
bodies – Canadian Seed 
Growers Association, 
Canadian Seed Trade As-
sociation, Canadian Seed 
Institute, Commercial Seed 
Analysts Association, and 
the Canadian Plant Tech-
nology Agency – into one 
organization. NFU sees 
the effort as a boost for 
large agribusiness, a way to 
sideline independent seed 
producers.

Quentin Martin, a 
co-owner of Winter-
bourne’s Cribit Seeds and 
an industry expert, has a 
much different view of the 
project.

“With respect to the 
NFU, from their stand-
points, it comes across as 
some big corporate con-
spiracy theory. I think that 
just needs to get blown 

Plenty of upside to new seed body
Winterbourne’s Cribit Seeds welcomes proposed fi ve-body amalgamation into Seed Synergy

up, because there’s just no 
foundation – in fact, the 
vast majority of people 
working on this are not 
connected to large corpo-
rations. They’re either fam-
ily-farm seed operations, 
or small regional organic 
seed companies,” he said.

Martin said the NFU’s 
intentions are positive 
but its position on Seed 
Synergy misrepresents the 
amalgamation, which will 
benefit the little guy. “This 
victimization of farmers” is 
something Martin said he 
“frankly doesn’t have the 
patience for.”

Cribit Seeds was incor-
porated in 1968 and has 
been a significant player 
in cereal wheat since its 
inception. The operation 
currently has some 16 
employees, including five 
family members. Martin 
and his brother Keith be-
gan around 30 years ago, 
working on the dairy side 
of operations. 

“Keith and I made the 
foolish decision to think 
we could pull it off as a 
standalone thing,” jokes 
Martin. 

A rough breakdown by 
staff member Julia Thomp-
son estimates 40 per cent 
of the Cribit Seeds business 
is based upon seeds, 40 per 

cent around grain roasting 
and 20 per cent on tradi-
tional farming.

“The business is a di-
chotomy: we seed, and 

then we also do grain 
roasting. We contract pro-
duction on both of sides. 
We only farm about 1,500 
acres ourselves where 

we’re doing everything. We 
contract, probably a total 
of about 10,000 acres that 
come in here. We’re also 
engaged in some aspect of 
that production, whether 
it’s disease and weed con-
trol... we probably harvest 
over a third of the material 
that comes in here,” Martin 
explained. 

While Cribit’s owners 
are supportive of the Seed 
Synergy initiative, Martin 
notes it was staff that advo-
cated for the idea, pointing 
to the barriers that exist in 
the current system. To get 
a seed to market, for in-
stance, currently involves 
the work of three of the 
five organizations that are 
part of the amalgamation, 
each step a hurdle in the 
process.

At Cribit Seeds, Sarah 
Fretz looks after quality 
systems and research, 
having once worked for 
the Ontario Seed Growers 
Association. She notes her 
job would improve under 
the merger. 

“People are worried 
about losing the little guy’s 

SEED SYNERGY | 12

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

ROBERTS | 12

Julia Thompson, Quentin Martin and Sarah Fretz are part of the team at Cribit Seeds, which supports the proposed new 
Seed Synergy initiative.  [DAMON MACLEAN]
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voice, right? You’re still 
going to have the big-guy 
voice and you’re going to 
have a little one, but may-
be you’re looking at a dif-
ferent place when you’re 
approaching government 
and... you want a unified 
voice. You want an indus-
try to hear the multina-
tional [voice], you want to 
hear the grower voices and 
you want to get your act 
together before you go to 
government,” she said.

“So, yes, you’re still go-
ing to have all those voices 
and you’re still going to 
have formats for those 
voices. There are so many 
ways of getting your opin-
ion out there these days – 
as an industry, [this] allows 
you to all bring all those 
voices together.”

page document outlining 
the proposed changes and 
amendments that will 
come with the merger. 
However, it is difficult to 
be caught in the legalese 
and fine print of the docu-
ment, let alone break down 
its daunting size.

Martin and his team en-
courage growers to reach 
out to them to learn more 
about the improvements 
in industry the merger will 
create. Cribit Seeds can be 
reached by phone at 519-
664-3701. 

And that’s unlikely. 
Globally, alcohol sales were 
basically flat in 2019, at 0.1 
per cent growth. Maybe 
some people are drinking 
more at home, but nowhere 
near enough to spike the 
huge increase Nielsen says 
is needed… even though 
total alcohol sales from 
stores in the U.S. rose more 
than 25 per cent in the ear-
ly pandemic days, between 
mid-March to mid-May, 
compared to a year ago.

I’ll be curious to see how 
2020 beer sales fare in 
Ontario, which is home to 
about 270 craft beer brew-
eries. 

Here, we’ve been way 
ahead of the curve in bou-

 SEED SYNERGY: Amalgamated organization will be a boon to large and small producers alike, says Martin
FROM 11

Cribit Seeds’ mixed business aver-
ages 40% on the seed side, 40% 
on barley roasting and the remain-
ing 20% on traditional style farm-
ing.   [SUBMITTED, DAMON MACLEAN]

 ROBERTS: Finding ways to enjoy local craft beers
FROM 11 tique wineries and craft 

beer (and spirits, to some 
extent), compared to many 
jurisdictions worldwide. 
Even a couple of years ago, 
asking for a craft beer in Eu-
rope drew a confused look. 

But when it comes to 
beer, our country’s youth-
fulness gives us more free-
dom to adapt, along with 
the curiosity to try new 
things. That plays out on 
store shelves: Nearly 800 
unique beer brands are list-
ed across all retail outlets 
in Ontario. 

The buy-local movement 
has helped craft beer catch 
on. Support for producers 
of anything local food- or 
beverage-related has been 
a growing part of our cul-

ture for more than two 
decades, and it spills over 
into beer sales, regardless 
of how you define local.

Before the pandemic, an 
establishment that didn’t 
carry representative brews 
from its own region was 
out of touch.

Now, we have to find 
them on our own. Sam-
pling opportunities are 
much more limited than 
they were previously, so 
brewers will require even 
greater creativity to attract 
new customers and bolster 
sales.

I’ll be listening, watching 
and – in moderation, of 
course – participating, do-
ing my part to help. 

You?

Growers have until Au-
gust 27 to vote, and Martin 
and his team urge those in 

the community to move 
this motion forward. Each 
grower received a 200-
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Paid for by the Government of Ontario
Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus 

As more businesses 
and services reopen, 
we must all continue 
our e	orts to protect 
each other.

Inside or out, stay safe. 
Save lives.

Continue to practice physical 
distancing, stay two metres 

apart even in gatherings.

2 m

Continue to wash hands 
frequently.

Get tested if you are worried 
you may have COVID-19, or 

have been exposed to the virus.

Wear a face covering where 
physical distancing is a 

challenge or where required.

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

It seems like COVID-19 has 
made a hobbyist of us all in 
some way or another. Early 
on, stay-at-home orders 
left us all looking for new 
ways to fill the time. Many 
of us also gained a new 
appreciation for things we 
once thought beyond our 
skill set. 

One local woman can 
be added to this growing 
group after finding her new 
passion for furniture refur-
bishment. 

After repainting her kid’s 
bedroom set and gaining 
an eagerness to do more, 
Cindy Hume decided to 
start a new side-business 
she calls Cinders Chalk 
Paint, Refurbished and 
More. 

“[It just started] by paint-
ing my son’s bunk bed set 
and then I just [realized 
that I] enjoy doing it, so I 
kept going,” said Hume. 
“I did three out of the five 

What started as a project during the coronavirus downtime has 
turned into a side venture for Elmira woman

kids’ bed sets and kept 
working on the other ones. 
And then people kept com-
menting on everything 
[through social media], so 
I figured I’d give it a go and 
see what I can do. I started 
[this project] as a hobby 
and I’d like to keep doing 
it: I do enjoy doing it.”

Hume uses chalk paint, 
stains, and other refinish-
ing items to make old fur-
niture look like new again. 
She says she can work on 
any piece of furniture but 
boasts that the things she 
does looks really good on 
cupboards, bedroom sets 
and more items around 
the house that people may 
want to spruce up a bit. 

She says she uses chalk 
paint – a decorative paint 
known for leaving furni-
ture and other home décor 
a rustic or vintage finish 
– because it not only looks 
good but it does not leave 
the familiar odour that 
comes with paint used for 
walls and other home re-

modelling. 
She has only been run-

ning this small project for 
a few weeks now, but the 
feedback she says she has 
seen from people who are 
commenting and showing 
enthusiasm to purchase 
the furniture she finishes 
has been phenomenal. 

After posting pictures 
online of a piece of fur-
niture she’d refinished, 
it sold right away. Given 
all the comments she’d 
received about her work, 
Hume figured people must 
like what she’d doing, 
which was another reason 
to launch her new side 
venture.

Hume said she will con-
tinue to find pieces and 
refinish them to sell, as 
well as taking on jobs that 
people may want to bring 
her. 

She can be contacted 
through email at cindy-
hume05@gmail.com and 
through Facebook for more 
information.

Giving furniture a 
new lease on life

After tackling a DIY project, Cindy Hume found she had a knack for refurbishing furniture. [SEAN HEEGER]

Nurses protested outside the Elmira office of Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris in late July in support of repealing 
Bills 124 and 195. Bill 124 limits wage increases to one per cent, while Bill 195 allows the government to extend their 
powers, which nurses say is unacceptable.  [SEAN HEEGER]

NURSES OPPOSE PROVINCIAL PLANS
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Your local hub for our creative 
communities. Let us know when 
inspiration strikes.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Drayton Entertainment has cancelled all remaining 
productions in its 2020 season due to the ongoing 
impact of COVID-19, the organization announced 
this week. The fi nal cancellations include We’ll 
Meet Again (St. Jacobs Schoolhouse Theatre) 
and Evita (St. Jacobs Country Playhouse). A full 
list of cancelled productions is available online.

www.draytonentertainment.com

The Waterloo Region Museum’s main gallery exhibit, 
What Makes Us Who We Are?, which tells the story 
of Waterloo Region, is re-opening to the public with 
reduced operating hours starting Saturday. Timed 
tickets are available for 90-minute visits and 
capacity is limited to enable safety protocols that 
include physical distancing and increased cleaning.

www.waterlooregionmuseum.ca

DRAYTON CANCELS MUSEUM REOPENS

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com

Dr. Rebecca 
nnon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

: Hair Analysis: Hair Analysis:
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com
69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

Roast Beef & Fish (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-order

reQuired

Friday & Saturday
3:30-7:30pm

Open
Tuesday - Saturday

Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche, Mac & Cheese, 
Potato Salad, Fresh Peach Pie, Baking & More.

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca

NEW RELEASES

Paige Warner is creating music for herself
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Heidelberg pop star Paige 
Warner has come to terms 
with the creative process 
on her new single ‘People 
Pleasing.’ Set for release 
August 21, the track can 
be pre-saved on various 
streaming services.

The upcoming single 
depicts the inner conflict 
of creating for yourself 
versus creating what you 
think others want to hear. 

“For the majority of my 
career as a musician, [I] 
was just always trying to 
do things and make songs 
that people would like, 
rather than being 
a form of expres-
sion,” said War-
ner.

“When 
I’m sitting 
down to 
write a song, 
that’s when this 
song came about. 
I was sitting down, 
I was brainstorming 
songs, and my brain was 
just thinking, ‘OK, what 
do people want to hear?’ 
And I’m like, ‘No, I’m not 
trying to write this song 
for other people neces-
sarily, right? I’m trying 
to write it to express my-
self.’”

Warner began song-
writing to help facilitate 
her end goal of perform-
ing. What Warner calls a 
‘side-effect’ of her musi-
cal abilities. “This whole 
process has been kind of 
like a slow incline and 
getting to be able to put 
more of myself into music 
like my last releases. I be-

from a small rural commu-
nity, Warner notes there 
is a plus side to the slow 
speed compared to the 
rampant oversaturation of 
city environments. 

“People always say to 
move to the city, and I 
probably will one day, but 
starting out, the commu-
nities around here are so 
supportive that I think it 
actually helps artists. I 
might be wrong here, but 
when you’re in a sea of 
musicians, say in a city like 
Nashville, sometimes it’s 
harder to stand out. Be-
cause there’s so many [mu-
sicians], people don’t know 
where to look because 
everywhere there’s music, 
whereas around here I 
know a lot of the musicians 
in this area, personally or 
through connections, and 
it’s a decently small group. 
There’s a lot of music peo-
ple, but it’s small enough 
that we each have our own 
niche and people aren’t 
really stepping on each 
other’s toes,” explained 
Warner.

Warner has a couple of 
smaller patio style perfor-
mances upcoming, includ-
ing one at Waterloo Brew-
ing. She has always been 
a fan of small intimate 
performances such as the 
annual Christmas Eve par-
ty, where her family takes 
turns presenting songs 
they are working on or 
even favourite Christmas 
songs of the year to other 
family members. 

To listen to the new sin-
gle and discover the rest 
of her catalogue visit her 
website 
www.paigewarner.ca.

“I thought I would hate 
it at first because when I 
first started getting into 
doing live streams before 
COVID happened, I did 
not love it.” Early into 
lockdown, Warner began 
a routine stream session 
from Monday through 
Friday and grew comfort-
able with it. She has no-
ticed her online following 
grow and says she enjoys 
the intimate interaction 
with fans.

With a switch towards 
more in-person concerts 
coming down the road, 
Warner hopes new fans 
introduced through her 
streams will be able to 
make it out to spectate 
her performance.

“I think the one thing 
that will be different is 
that with live streams, 
people can tune in from 

anywhere, so I have no-
ticed a bit of a growth 
in my followers. The 
people that don’t live 
necessarily in Kitch-

ener-Waterloo, which is 
exciting, but it is sad that 
it might be harder for 
them to see me live,” she 
said.

Warner doesn’t like 
sticking a label defining 
her music as any one 
style. Her influences 
range from Canadian Icon 
Celine Dion, to all-time 
favourite artist Alicia Keys 
and rappers such as Mac 
Miller and Logic. “There’s 
so many [influences], 
but none of them really 
directly relate to me as a 
musician. They just kind of 
inspire me in the way that 
they write.” 

Of being a musician 

Heidelberg singer-songwriter has a new single, People Pleasing, lined up for release later this month
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Heidelberg singer-songwriter has a new single, People Pleasing, lined up for release later this month

lieve Boys (I Don’t Need 
Boys) or Lions definitely 
had pieces of myself in 
there. [but], I don’t know 
if I could say that there 
was huge pieces of [me 
in the] music,” she ex-
plained.

The day before the sin-
gle drops, Warner will be 
performing for (instead 
of at) Summer Lights 
part of a Thursday 
night live music series. 
Warner has also 
been a guest 

on fellow Heidelberg 
musician Rob Wither-

spoon’s Tuesday live 
series. And also, she 

has been perform-
ing sets through 

her social media 
accounts live 
streaming ca-
pabilities. Be-
fore pandemo-
nium struck, 
Warner was 
no fan of live 
streaming, but 

now she has 
started to 

enjoy the 
evolved 

plat-
form. 
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Offi ce:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104
Fax:           519-669-5753 
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classifi ed Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-residential

Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-commercial

Placing Classifi ed Advertising

Classifi ed advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
offi ce hours. All classifi ed advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifi cations are available at: 
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

NOW HIRING
Millbank Family Furniture has a

position available for a 
Full Time Sales Representative

�e candidate must have good customer service 
skills, be detail oriented & have an interest in interior 
design/decorating. MUST be able to work Saturdays. 

Apply with resume at:  
Millbank Family Furniture Ltd. 

4044 Line 72, Millbank, ON  N0K 1L0 
Fax: 519-595-7107 Email: mffurn@cyg.net

Only suitable candidates will be interviewed.

NOW HIRING FULL TIME 
ROOF TRUSS ASSEMBLERS 

Must be team oriented, ambi�ous & responsible  
No experience required 

Mar-Span offers compe��ve wages, produc�on 
bonuses and employee benefits. 

Please apply with resume in person 
or email resume to marv@marspan.com 

We would like to thank all applicants, however 
only those selected for interview will be contacted. 

7221 Side Rd. 16 Drayton, ON  

Kitchen Cabinet Production Designer
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

finishes and installs high quality custom cabinetry 
and solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are 

located in the town of Drayton.

At Woodland, one of our core values is Respect. Respect 

for our team members and respect for our customers. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Production Designer
to join our team. In this position, you will be using Cabinet 
Vision software, to create detailed shop drawings, CNC files 

and production cut lists. In this position you would be 
reporting to our Engineering Manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet Building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet Install experience will be an asset
• Cabinet Vision Experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

Experience:
• Cabinet Vision: 1 year (Preferred)
• Woodworking: 1 year (Preferred)

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and growing 
company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 4

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver .

James Thoume Construction Limited
is a family owned and operated excavating and 

gravel supply company. We are growing and 
are looking for hard working individuals to join 
our team and grow with us. Available positions:

Diesel Mechanic, Labourer

We offer competitive wages and benefits package. Applicants must include a 
driver abstract with their resume and can apply by email: info@thoume.ca or 

drop it off at: 7270 Side Road 14, Ariss, ON

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Production Worker
This fulltime position will involve shift work week 

days (Monday to Friday) with an occasional 
Saturday shift. Responsibilities will include 

warehouse duties, pelleting/batching and receiving.

The successful applicant will have
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relation-

ships with co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively 

with customers.
At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits We offer a competitive wage, pension 
plan and group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume and three references to:
Human Resources

Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,

Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

AUCTION SALE 
66 First St Elmira for Art Martin

SATURDAY AUGUST 15 AT 10:00 AM
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS AND ANTIQUES:  
oak coffee and end tables; extension table 
with 4 leaves; 5 piece bedroom suite (queen 
bed, dresser with wing mirror, 2 night tables, 
armoire); single bed; desk; 5 piece pine 
bedroom suite (queen bed, dresser with shelf 
mirror, chest of drawers, 2 night tables) lazy 
boy recliners; wing back chairs; matching 
couch and loveseat; sewing machine; 
marble roller; walking sticks; folding chairs; 
hand made and hand carved wood toys; 
jugs; old planes; oil lamps; blanket box; oak 
book shelf; small pig collection; toy tractors; 
5 maple chairs; plastic storage containers; 
quantity of toys; cups and saucers; costume 
jewelry; variety of cookware; patio table, 
chairs and umbrella; patio storage box; 
Rockwell Beaver wood lathe; Mastercraft 
table saw; Mastercraft belt and disc sander; 
carving tools; dremmel; chisels; wheel 
barrow; air compressor; woodworking kits; 
tool bins; metal bins;  wood working tools; 
hardware; hobbyist lumber; ladders

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

AUCTIONHELP WANTED

NANNY REQUIRED ON 
BUSY FARM IN ALMA. 
3 children, part time 
hours. Please call 
519-749-5329.

FOR SALE

13 HP GENERATOR ON 
WHEELS NEVER USED. 
Air compressor on 
wheels; 6' and 8' fold-
ing tables in good 
condition; Roxton triple 
dresser; Roxton queen 
size bed; sofa bed. Call 
519-699-5701.

2 TEN SPEED BICY-
CLES. $125.00 EA. OR 
both for $200.00. Call 
Jack at 519-669-3328.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND 
LAWN SEED - CALL 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FARM 
EQUIPMENT

BATCH GRAIN DRYER 
GT TOX-O-WIK MODEL 
#370, kept inside. Best 
offer. Florahills Farm Ltd. 
519-669-2164.

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

CUSTOM BALING 
LARGE SQUARE OR 
round. Call Jeff 
519-580-0674.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

FARM SERVICES

OAT & PEAS FOR FOR-
AGE COVER CROPS 
- Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

HORSES

WATERLOO COUNTY 
HORSE SALE TO BE 
held at OLEX August 10 
at 10 a.m. Buyers and 
sellers only. To consign 
or for more info call 
519-595-3307.

WANTED

BUYING OLD GOLD, 
SILVER COINS. ALSO 
scrap gold, dental, bro-
ken rings or chains. Jew-
ellery, diamonds, vintage 
wrist & pocket watches. 
Highest prices paid. Call 
Elmira 519-242-6900 or 
gallamore@golden.net. 
Have a mask will travel. 
Confi dential!

WANTED

WANTED TO RENT,  
ABOUT 20 ACRES TO 
grow winter wheat. 
519-648-3564.

AUTOMOTIVE

2011 DODGE GRAND 
CARAVAN ,178,600KM 
, 3.6l , Driver power seat, 
power windows, stow & 
go, four snows mount-
ed, DVD player. This is a 
clean, solid van. Driven 
daily. $7200.00 OBO. Call 
or text 519-502-4158. NO 
Sunday calls, please.

WORD ADS 
CONTINUED 
PAGE 20

100% 
LOCAL
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

The applicant is proposing to amend the Township’s Official Plan to incorporate the 
subject lands into the Breslau Settlement Area. The proposed amendment will bring the 
Township of Woolwich Official Plan into conformity with the Region of Waterloo Official 
Plan Amendment No. 2 which identifies the lands as ‘Urban Designated Greenfield Area’ 
and will permit development of the subject lands for urban uses.

The proposed changes to the Zoning By-law to facilitate the development includes:

Breslau Properties and 2727995 Ontario Inc.
• To rezone approximately 4.1 hectares which back on to the existing residential lands 

on Cooper Crescent, Kennedy Road and Menno Street to Residential Mixed Medium 
Density with Design Guidelines (R-4A) to provide for single detached housing;

• To rezone approximately 10.1 hectares to Residential Mixed High Density with Design 
Guidelines (R-5A) to provide for single detached housing;

• To rezone approximately 4.5 hectares to Residential – Multiple with Design Guidelines 
(R-7A) to provide for street front townhouse housing;

• To rezone approximately 9.6 hectares to Residential – Multiple / Design Guidelines / 
Mixed Use (R-7B) to provide for multiple residential housing;

• To rezone approximately 1.6 hectares to Open Space (O-1) for active parkland 
purposes;

• To rezone an approximate 0.9 hectare block adjacent to Fountain Street North to Open 
Space (O-1) for passive parkland purposes;

• To rezone approximately 6.3 hectares located in the middle of the development to 
Open Space (O-2) (identified in light green) to recognize a Provincially Significant 
Wetland; and

• To rezone approximately 3.4 hectares located on the north and south ends of the 
subject lands to Open Space (O-2) to develop storm water management facilities to 
service the development.

805232 Ontario Limited lands
• To rezone approximately 0.8 hectares Commercial Mixed Use (C-4B) to provide for 

mixed use commercial / residential development; and
• To rezone approximately 3.4 hectares to Residential – Multiple / Design Guidelines / 

Mixed Use (R-7B) to provide for medium density residential housing.

Approximately 9.9 hectares of land below the potential alignment of Ottawa Street are 
other lands owned by the applicants and are not being rezoned at this time.

The proposed changes to the Official Plan and Zoning By-law would provide for a 
subdivision plan totalling between 982 to 1,257 residential units and comprising of the 
following:

Breslau Properties lands:
• 288 - 369 single detached units;
• 94 - 128 townhouse units; and

• 452 - 574 multiple residential units.

805232 Ontario Limited lands:
• 148 – 186 – medium density residential units.

The proposal will also include an approximate 0.8 hectares for a mixed use commercial / 
residential development.

The subdivision plan proposes connections / extensions to existing neighbouring streets 
including extending Dolman Street through to Fountain Street, Kennedy Road, Menno 
Street and a potential alignment to the proposed Ottawa Street extension.

The proposed storm water management facility, passive open space/Provincially 
Significant Wetland, active parkland, walkways, future street extensions and reserves will 
be conveyed to the Township.  Some of the lands are proposed to be conveyed to adjacent 
landowners.

The Subject lands will be developed in phases and will contain full municipal services 
(water, sanitary and storm).

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday, September 1, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.

Regarding:
Official Plan Amendment Application 1/2020,

Zone Change Application 3/2020 and
Draft Plan of Subdivision 30T-20701

Breslau Properties Limited, 2727995 Ontario Inc. and 
805232 Ontario Limited

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township 
offices will not be permitted.  Below is information on how you can submit comments, 
view or participate in the meeting.  You may also contact Development Services staff 
by sending an email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you 
have any questions.
TAKE NOTICE that in accordance with the 
Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, c.P.13, as amended, 
the Township of Woolwich has received 
complete applications for a proposed Official 
Plan Amendment and Zone Change and the 
Region of Waterloo has received and circulated 
a complete application for a proposed plan 
of Subdivision for lands owned by Breslau 
Properties Limited, 2727995 Ontario Inc. and 
805232 Ontario Limited, located in Breslau, 
which are more specifically described below.  
This notice will also summarize the details of 
these applications and will include a location 
map, proposed draft plan and zoning layout 
of the subject lands.  Please be advised that 
Notice of a Complete Application does not 
indicate whether the municipality is in support 
of, or in opposition to the proposal.  That 
determination will be made at a later date.
The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Sections 17, 34 and 51 of the 
Planning Act, to consider the following Official Plan Amendment, Zone Change and Draft 
Plan of Subdivision applications.  No decisions will be made at this meeting; its purpose 
is to provide additional information to the public and agencies and to receive comments 
and information from them.

Property Description
Polocorp Inc. on behalf of Breslau Properties, 2727995 Ontario Inc. and 805232 Ontario 
Limited (“Subject Lands”) has submitted the above-noted applications proposing to 
develop, for residential and mixed use commercial / residential purposes, the following 
lands (see Map 1):

• Breslau Properties – total land holdings of approximately 56.2 ha for the lands 
identified as; 21 ha vacant land at the end of Mader’s Lane, 20 ha vacant land 
identified as 118 Menno Street, 14 ha vacant land on the south side of Menno Street 
and 1.2 ha lands located at 33 Mader’s Lane;

• 2727995 Ontario Inc.  – total land holdings of approximately 1.6 ha for the lands 
identified 37 Mader’s Lane; and

• 805232 Ontario Limited – total land holdings of approximately 7 ha for the lands 
identified as 231 Woolwich Street South.

The subject lands identified as 33 and 37 Mader’s Lane together with a small portion of 
the vacant lands at the end of Mader’s Lane are located within the Settlement Boundary 
of Breslau and are designated Low / Medium Density Residential and Environmental 
Protection in the Township’s Official Plan while the balance of the lands are designated 
Rural Land Use Area / Restricted Land Use Area in the Township’s Official Plan.  All of the 
lands are zoned Agricultural (A). Continued on next page



CLASSIFIED NOTICES | 17THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2020 |  THE OBSERVER 

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING CONTINUED
APPEAL RIGHTS
TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the 
decisions of the Township of Woolwich and the Regional Municipality of Waterloo to the Local 
Planning Appeal Tribunal but the person or public body does not make oral submissions at 
a public meeting or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich or the Regional 
Municipality of Waterloo in respect of the proposed plan of subdivision before the approval 
authority gives or refuses to give approval to the draft plan of subdivision, or before the 
By-law is passed and the Official Plan Amendment is adopted, the person or public body 
is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Council of the Township of Woolwich or the 
Council of the Regional Municipality of Waterloo.
AND TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a 
public meeting, or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich or the Regional 
Municipality of Waterloo in respect of the proposed plan of subdivision before the approval 
authority gives or refuses to give approval to the draft plan of subdivision, or before the 
By-law is passed and the Official Plan Amendment is adopted, the person or public body 
may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Local Planning Appeal 
Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the 
Public Meeting as follows:
VIEW the Public Meeting / Council meeting livestream on the Woolwich Township 
Youtube channel at the following link https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ ;
LISTEN to the Public Meeting by phone or toll-free phone by REGISTERING with Alex Smyth, 
Council/Committee Facilitator on or before 4:30 pm on Thursday August 27, 2020. 
PARTICIPATE in the Public Meeting by REGISTERING with Alex Smyth, Council/Committee 
Facilitator on or before 4:30 pm on Thursday August 27, 2020.  

To register please:
• email asmyth@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6004; or
• visit www.woolwich.ca/delegations for more information on speaking before Council 

and to register through the online delegation request form.
When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email and the application 
number you would like to comment on.  Once you are registered staff will forward 
information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference 
call number).
If you are concerned that you do not have access to phone or internet or are otherwise 
concerned about the reliability of your signal please ensure that you submit written 
comments.  Written comments do not negate your opportunity to also speak at the Public 
Meeting but do ensure your voice is heard should your electronic connection to the meeting 
not work.
If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen 
and have the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the 
Deputy Clerk.  You will not be required to speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we 
know which application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate 
time to comment if you wish to do so.  As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of 
security that is necessary to prevent meeting disruptions.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS AND REQUESTING NOTIFICATION
You can express your concerns/ comments about the proposed changes in writing to the 
Township of Woolwich.  Any comments received on or before Tuesday, August 25, 2020 
(Note that this date is before the public meeting) will be included in a report prepared 
by Development Services and presented at the Public Meeting.  Any comments received 
after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision on the applications, will 
be considered.
The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the 
authority of the Planning Act and may form part of the public record which may be 
released to the public.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of 
creating a record that is available to the general public at the Committee of the Whole 
and Council meetings.  Please note that while the Committee of the Whole and Council 
may redact some personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers, 
your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.  Questions about this 
collection should be directed to the Records and Freedom of Information Officer at 519-
669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.
Should you wish to be notified of future meetings and reports regarding the Official Plan 
Amendment and Zone Change applications, please:

• submit a written request, noting that you wish to be kept informed, to the Township 
of Woolwich, Development Services, 24 Church Street West, Box 158, Elmira, Ontario 
N3B 2Z6, or

• email your request noting that you wish to be kept informed to Jeremy Vink, Manager 
of Planning at jvink@woolwich.ca 

If Council approves the change, a notice will be mailed to you explaining the By-law and 
Official Plan Amendment.
If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Council of the Regional Municipality of 
Waterloo in respect of the proposed plan of subdivision, you must make a written request 
to the Regional Clerk, Regional Municipality of Waterloo, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener, 
Ontario N2G 4J3 and to the Commissioner of Planning, Development and Legislative 
Services, Regional Municipality of Waterloo, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener, Ontario N2G 
4J3.

MORE INFORMATION
Additional information related to these applications can be viewed or obtained as follows:
View / print the information from the Township webpage at www.woolwich.ca - Select 
Ongoing Planning Items on the home page / select the Subdivisions folder / select Breslau 
Properties Limited, 2727995 Ontario Inc. and 805232 Ontario Limited - Breslau folder to 
view the information.;
Schedule an appointment to view the documents at the Township Administration building 
located at 24 Church Street West, Elmira weekdays between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm.  To 
schedule an appointment please call 519-669-6040 or email planning@woolwich.ca
Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 6th day of August 2020.

HEALTH MATTERS

What parents need to know about a vegan diet 

A vegan diet is made 
up of only plant-
based products 

– no meat, fish, dairy or 
eggs (some people also 
exclude honey). While 
these diets are still rela-
tively rare, they are be-
coming more common. 
Some families or teens 
choose them for health 
reasons, and it's certain-
ly true that plant-based 

diets are low in saturated 
fat and can have other 
health benefits. Some 
choose them for philo-
sophical reasons – either 
sustainability, or not 
wanting to harm animals, 
or both.

Whatever the reason, 
it's important to get ed-
ucated before you begin. 
You should talk to your 
doctor, and if possible it's 

a good idea to also meet 
with a nutritionist. Be-
cause while vegan diets 
can absolutely be healthy, 
there are some nutritional 
and other issues that can 
cause trouble if you aren't 
careful.
Calories and protein for 
children eating a vegan 
diet

Two issues you should 
learn about and plan for 

are:
Plant-based foods tend 

to have fewer calories 
than animal-based ones. 
This is not a bad thing, 
given the current obesity 
epidemic in the U.S., but 
it's important to be sure 
that children and teens 
get enough calories to 
grow and support daily 
activity. The number of 

calories a child needs will 
depend on their age, size 
and activity level. Nuts, 
nut butters, and soy prod-
ucts can help add calories, 
as can granola and other 
whole-grain products.

Protein is crucial, not 
just for building muscle 
but for all sorts of body 
processes. This is another 
nutrient that is simply 

easier to get from animal 
products, as there is more 
of it and it is complete, 
meaning that it has all 
the amino acid building 
blocks that humans need. 
The protein you get from 
plant products is less 
accessible to the body 
and may or may not be 
complete – and for that 
reason, people on vegan 

VEGAN | 19
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Daycamp
Summer day camps are being offered this summer in Elmira and Breslau, as permitted by 
Provincial Orders. Camp staff and protocols are adhering to Public Health guidelines but 
ensuring our campers are having a great time while staying safe. For more information see 
our Summer Camps page at:  www.woolwich.ca/summercamp 

Parks, Trail and Outdoor Amenities
Sports fields are now open provided Provincial restrictions on physical distancing and 
gathering limits of 100 are adhered to. 

Trails Closures
• The Mill Race Trail and the parking lot at 32 Front St., St. Jacobs remain closed.
• The West Montrose Covered Bridge is closed to visitors outside the community. Local 

residents can continue to walk in their neighbourhood while physical distancing.

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage
Please join us on our webpage: Woolwich.ca/StayActive for activities brought to you by 
our wonderful recreation and facilities staff, instructors and partners. 

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all open air burning within the Township. Whether you are 
having a small backyard fire or clearing your property of brush, a permit is required. You 
can apply for a permit at Woolwich.ca or by calling 519-669-6022 during COVID-19.

Council Meetings
While Council Chambers is closed to the public, Council will meet remotely following their 
regular schedule. Agendas are posted online Thursday afternoon before the meeting and 
any additional items are posted by noon on the day of the meeting. You can still participate 
in meetings while Council chambers are closed to the public: 

• Submit a comment in writing
• Make a delegation or attend a public meeting by video or toll-free phone
• Watch or listen to the meeting online or by toll-free phone

Woolwich Council will be testing livestreaming to YouTube in July. Find us at YouTube.com 
and search for “Woolwich Township”.
For help participating in a remote Council meeting, contact the Council/Committee 
Facilitator at 519-669-6004.

Local Business Resources
Local businesses are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in Woolwich 
Township. See who’s hiring on-line today!
In response to COVID-19, the Township’s economic development focus has shifted to

• helping local businesses access Federal and Provincial financial aids;
• promoting local businesses that are still available or offer online service; and
• monitoring the economic impact to support Council decisions.

For more information or for assistance accessing resources, contact the Township at 519-
669-1647 and ask to speak with the Economic Development & Tourism Officer or contact 
EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

COVID-19
Woolwich Township Update

As the 2019 Novel Coronavirus or COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve, the health 
and wellbeing of Woolwich residents remain our top priority. The Township continues to 
work closely with local, provincial and national partners to monitor and respond to new 
developments. For information, you may contact: : 

• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400
• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are now required in Waterloo Region on transit and in all enclosed public 
places – including grocery stores, retail and places of worship. Children under five and 
people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt from the Face Covering 
By-law. It’s important to show kindness to those who are unable to wear a face covering. To 
make a complaint, call 519-575-4400 or find out more at regionofwaterloo.ca/MaskBylaw. 
Business signs are available for pickup at the Woolwich Township Administration Office.

Township Facilities
As the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve; the status of facilities and services may 
change. For current information, please see the Woolwich Township website at Woolwich.
ca or call us at 519-669-1647.

Township Office
The Township Office is open for select services. Residents are encouraged to continue to 
use online or phone where possible or to book appointments with staff in advance. 

Recreation Facilities and Services
All municipal recreational facilities including park washrooms, remain closed with a 
phased in reopening plan being launched. Check Woolwich.ca for reopening updates.

Woolwich Memorial Centre
The Woolwich Memorial Centre will be starting limited fitness classes and fitness centre 
access on a pre-registered basis beginning the week of August 14th. Participants 
should expect a different experience as staff ensure that Public health protocols for 
screening, physical distancing and hygiene can be maintained. For more information see:  
www.woolwich.ca/fitness

Splash Pad
The Elmira Splash Pad is open 11 am – 7 pm daily (weather permitting). The splash pad 
will be fenced and supervised by staff as required by applicable Public Health guidelines 
and Provincial Orders. Only (50) people will be allowed within the fenced area at any 
one time. The outdoor washroom adjacent to the splash pad will be also be opened with 
enhanced cleaning.
Residents will be able to access and enjoy the Splash Pad on a “first come first serve” 
basis for a period of 45 minutes, by donation. Children 10 and under must be accompanied 
by an adult. Users must maintain physical distancing requirements.

ads@woolwichobserver.com
Email your ads to: 

Classifieds

for KIDS  

• Babysitting
• Tutoring 
• Lawn Mowing 
• Dog Walking 
• Yard Work
• Events 

FREE
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®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

 Farm | $2.25 Million
102 acres close to Listowel. 83 workable organic acres, 17 acre bush lot, and a 
3 +1 bedroom ICF constructed home (2009), all on a paved road. Also 2 Coverall 
buildings. MLS. Call Dale Direct. 

Birdland Elmira | $729,900
Desirable location. Great yard, spacious 4 
level backsplit, balcony deck off                                                         
Master, seasonal sunroom, double 
attached, lots of parking, flexible closing.                                               
MLS Call Dale.

JUST LISTED | Elmira | $489,000
All brick 3 bedroom steps to the downtown. Parking at the side and at the rear. 
Great opportunity.  MLS Call Dale

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

$414,900$414,900$414,900

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING LOCATION!!! Fabulous 
semi-detached home 
situated in the quaint 
village of St.Jacobs, just 
minutes from Waterloo.  
3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, finished 
basement and freshly 
painted throughout. 170 
foot deep lot with lots of 
privacy, newer deck, 2 
sheds, mature trees and 
large driveway with 
parking for 4. Appliances 
included. Shingles 2012. 
Don't miss out on this 
great opportunity! 

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

$630,000$630,000

NEW PRICENEW PRICE Elmira - This one of a kind home has been been extensively 
renovated including a large addition with quality finishes 
throughout. The Olympia Kitchen has loads of cabinet 
space as well as granite countertops and an island. With 4 
bedrooms, including the walk up finished attic and 4 
bathrooms, there is tons of space for your large family or 
even 2 families to live together. The addition done in 2016 
includes a main floor master bedroom with ensuite bath, 
main floor laundry as well as a second set of washer and 
dryer on the 2nd floor, upper kitchen and family room as 
well as a stunning 6 piece bathroom. Engineered hard 
wood & tile floors with LED lighting throughout the whole 
house. All plumbing and electrical updated. Two Furnaces 
and air conditioning units. Walk out to the rear deck to 
enjoy your private back yard that extends well beyond the 
trellis in the trees. Note: This is a single family dwelling and 
being sold as one. Do not miss out!

VIRTUAL 
TOUR

Tune in to our 
Facebook page 

Saturday at 
noon for a 

LIVE TOUR of 
the property

LOREM IPSUM

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Welcome to Southside Estates’ community 
of Milverton Meadow's. This Luxury, 1135 
square foot, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 
semi-detached home, features a gorgeous 
kitchen with granite counter tops, including a 
breakfast bar. A�ached garage, appliances 

are all included, (Fridge, Stove, Washer, Dryer and microwave). Premium quality 
vinyl Windows and exterior doors. All of this Located in quiet town with all 
ameni�es including high speed fiber-op�c internet availability. Some Interior 
op�ons s�ll available for you to add your own personal style . MLS # 30799298

$405,717    
Murray Court, Milverton    

2 bedroom bungalow on a big 70 � x 150 
� lot. Mature trees to shade your 
outdoor ac�vi�es.
Almost 1200 sq �. on main floor, with 
par�ally finished basement. Metal roof 
on main house, asphalt on garage area. 
All set in the village of Milverton. MLS

$419,000 
    

diets need to eat more 
protein than those on an-
imal-based diets, to be on 
the safe side. As with calo-
ries, the amount of protein 
a child needs depends on 
their age and size. Nuts, 
legumes (including pea-
nuts), soy products and 
whole grains are good 
sources of protein.
Key minerals and vitamins 
for children eating a vegan 
diet

Consider sources for key 
minerals and vitamins:

Calcium is important, 
especially for bone health. 
Dairy is the easiest source 
of calcium, but there are 
other ways to get it, in-
cluding foods like kale, 
bok choy and broccoli. 
Many "alterna-milks" such 
as soy milk and almond 
milk are fortified with cal-
cium (and vitamin D), as 
are some brands of orange 
juice.

Iron. Iron is important 
to keep our blood and our 

bodies healthy and strong. 
Fortified cereals and some 
other plant products have 
iron, but it's not a bad idea 
to give your child a multi-
vitamin with iron.

Vitamin B12. This is an-
other crucial nutrient that 
can be harder to get on a 
plant-based diet. While 
vegans can get it from soy 
beverages and fortified 
cereals, it's another reason 
why a multivitamin is a 
good idea.

Vitamin D. While the 
main source of vitamin 
D is sunshine (really!), 
most of us don't spend 
enough time in the sun to 
get enough of it, and need 
to get it from our diet. If a 
child isn't going to get it 
from fortified dairy prod-
ucts, then a supplement is 
the way to go. For younger 
children, the 400 IU that 
is present in most multi-
vitamins is enough; older 
children may need more. 
Talk to your doctor about 
what is best for your child.

Fiber. This is one thing 
that vegan diets may actu-
ally have too much of, giv-
en that plants have a lot of 
fiber. The most common 
problem with getting too 
much fiber is that it can 
fill you up, making it hard-
er to get enough of the cal-
ories and other nutrients 
you need. Giving children 
some refined grains like 
cereals can help, as can 
giving peeled fruits and 
cooked vegetables rather 
than raw.
What else should you con-
sider?

It's also helpful to con-
sider the emotional as-
pects of being on a vegan 
diet. If your family is not 
vegan and your child is 
asking to be, it's important 
to understand why. The 
reasons may be perfectly 
fine and healthy, but some 
children, especially teens, 
choose vegan diets in or-
der to lose weight. If you 
suspect that your child 
may have an eating disor-

der, talk to your doctor.
Being on a restrictive 

diet can be difficult for 
some children, too, who 
may feel different from 
their peers, or excluded 
from group eating ex-
periences like birthday 
parties. This is something 
that you should think 
about as parents and talk 
about as a family. If it's 
important to you that your 
child adhere to a vegan 
diet in all settings, you 
should talk about strate-
gies for navigating that, 
both in terms of making 
sure your child has food to 
eat in every setting, and in 
terms of helping them talk 
about their dietary choices 
with their friends.

Eating, after all, is about 
more than just feeding our 
bodies. Eating can and 
should be fun, no matter 
what diet we choose.

Claire McCarthy, M.D., is senior 
faculty editor at Harvard Health 
Publishing.

FROM 17

 VEGAN: Helping your kids develop a nutritious dietary plan
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Martin, Ibra B.

With heavy hearts we announce that 
Ibra B. Martin peacefully went to be 
with his Lord on Wednesday, July 29, 
2020 at Trinity Village LTC, Kitchener, 
at the age of 92 years. Beloved husband 
of Catherine Elizabeth (Norris) Martin. 
Deeply loved father of Deborah (Gavin) 
Dookram, Peter Dean (Karen) Martin, 
Denise Martin, and Paul (Ann) Martin. 
Treasured Grandpa of Destiny (Andrew) 
Dookram, Bethany (Connor) Dookram, 
Benjamin Dookram, Haleigh (Samuel) 
Magarin, Katelyn (Devon) Martin, Tyler 
Martin, Andrew Martin, and Emily 
Martin. Loving Great-Grandpa of Ava 
McTaggart and Leela Dookram. Dear 
brother of Erla Buehler and Bert (Rita) 
Martin, and brother-in-law of Angus 
Martin. Predeceased by parents Eli B. 
and Hannah (Bearinger) Martin, brother 
Robert Martin, sisters Elmeda Martin-
Baker and Florence Martin, sister-in-
law Alice Martin, and brothers-in-law 
Samuel Martin and Mel Buehler. 
During his life he had many adventures; 
a cattle boat to Greece, working out 
west with the railroad, driving truck 
all over Ontario, then the challenge 
of starting his own business “Ibra B. 
Martin Trenching & Excavating”. He was 
a hard worker, working from morning 
until night, out of devotion to provide 
for his family. Dad left a legacy of love, 
laughing and teasing; he lived simply 
and loved easily. He was a man of few 
words but spoke truthfully to all he met. 
He enjoyed playing in the St. Jacobs 
Crokinole Club since joining in 1959, 
teaching his children and their spouses, 
and grandchildren how to play, always 
encouraging, “Try again” or “Get a 20”. 
Dad shared his Christian values with his 
family; prayer, fellowship and constantly 
reminding us of his love. Dad made 
time for us, always listening when we 
sought his counsel. He also showed us 
the love of the Almighty God, and that 
we could talk to our Heavenly Father in 
the same way, knowing we were loved 
and accepted. Even when we slipped up 
on our paths in life, Dad would quietly 
remind us of the value of church and 
prayer. He loved to sing hymns in his 
church choir and would have us learn 
songs on the piano to sing along. Our dad 
always had a welcoming smile, a “Hello” 
or “Goodbye” wave, and a “Thanks for 
coming” phrase. These kind gestures 
will always have a special meaning to us, 
never to be forgotten. 
Ibra will be laid to rest in the Elora 
Cemetery.  A private service will be held 
for immediate family and a Celebration 
of Life will take place at a later date. 
In Ibra’s memory, donations can be 
made to the Alzheimer Society or MCC 
(Mennonite Relief).
Dad, we will miss you so deeply. You are 
free of all pain and you will “Dwell in the 
House of the Lord Forever”. 
“Ich Liebe Dich” Dad

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Weber, Urias B.
Passed away peacefully on Sunday, 
August 2, 2020 at Grand River Hospital, 
Kitchener, at the age of 88. Urias 
“UB” was the beloved husband for 
54 years of the late Edna (Sauder) 
Weber (2008). Forever remembered 
by his family. Loving father of Ray 
(Barbara) Weber of Winterbourne 
and Carolyn Weber (Steve) of Guelph. 
Cherished grandfather of Daniel 
(Sharlene “Charlie”), Elizabeth (Jeff ), 
Lindsey (James), Illisha, and Vanessa, 
and seven great-grandchildren. Dear 
brother of Amsey (Ruby) Weber and 
Isaiah “Ike” (Avis) Weber, and brother-
in-law of Sally Weber. Predeceased 
by his parents Daniel and Judith 
(Bowman) Weber and brothers Enos 
“Pete” (Helen) Weber and Israel “Isey” 
Weber. UB farmed the family farm in 
Wellesley Township and owned Weber 
Farm Services. During his lifetime, he 
was an active member of Elmira Ev. 
Missionary Church and was involved 
in 31 different mission trips, many 
with Habitat for Humanity. He enjoyed 
golfing, travelling, and entertaining, 
both here and in Florida. Public 
visitation was held on Tuesday, August 
4, 2020 from 7-9 p.m. and Wednesday, 
August 5, 2020 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 
A private family graveside service 
has taken place. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to the Heart 
and Stroke Foundation, Grand River 
Regional Cancer Centre or Alzheimer 
Society would be appreciated. The 
family wishes to thank the staff at 
Barnswallow Place (Robin’s Grove), 
Chartwell Elmira Retirement Residence, 
and Grand River Hospital (8B) for their 
kind and compassionate care.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com
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Happy Birthday 
Tyler Hallissey!

Love from Cassie

BIRTHDAY

HUEHN, Howard Ritz
At the age of 98, Howard passed away 
peacefully at Campbell House Hospice 
in Collingwood, Ontario on Sunday, 
August 2, 2020.

Howard is survived by his two children 
Anita Welker (Peter) and Terry Huehn 
(Grace Aitcheson).  He also leaves 
behind five grandchildren Chris Welker 
(Stephanie), Steven Welker (Jessica), 
Brandon Huehn (Kelee), Meghan 
Huehn, Nikki Aitcheson-Huehn and 
five great-grandchildren Emilia Welker, 
Griffin Welker, Aria Huehn, Evan 
Welker, and Everly Huehn.

Predeceased by his wife Corey and 
twin sisters Helen and Erla Huehn.

Howard was born on March 11, 1922 
in Heidelberg, Ontario to Edwin 
and Anna (Ritz) Huehn.  He was the 
youngest of three children.  Howard 
grew up and spent most of his life in 
Heidelberg.  Howard developed his 
entrepreneurial spirit early in life 
working with his father at the family 
owned Heidelberg General Store.

He served Canada proudly in WWII as 
part of the Algonquin Regiment.  While 
serving overseas, he met his wife Corey 
Christiaan and was married in The 
Hague, Netherlands on December 22, 
1945.  After the war, Howard returned 
home to Heidelberg, Ontario to raise 
his family.

Howard was a successful businessman.  
He owned and managed the Heidelberg 
General Store for many years, was 
Postmaster for Heidelberg, and was 
one of the first Home Hardware Dealers 
in Canada.  Howard experienced 
great success in real estate, including 
the development of Alt Heidelberg 
Estates, as well as other projects.  He 
was also a licensed funeral director 
prior to leaving for war.

Howard enjoyed travelling, especially 
to Florida and Wasaga Beach.  In his 
later years, he enjoyed the simple 
pleasures of a Tim Hortons coffee and 
a sour cream glazed doughnut, coffee 
cake from Norris Bakery, and playing 
his piano.

The family would like to express 
sincere gratitude to the staff and 
doctors at Campbell House Hospice, 
Collingwood, as well as all of the nurses 
and PSWs that provided homecare to 
Howard.

Howard’s family will be holding a 
private memorial to celebrate his life.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to Hospice 
Georgian Triangle at https://www.
hospicegeorgiantriangle.com/donate 
or through the Erb & Good Family 
Funeral Home, 171 King St. S., Waterloo 
at www.erbgood.com or 519-745-8445.

OBITUARY 

Small businesses need  
your help more than ever ...  
find ways to keep them  
part of our community.

THE PARTY MIGHT BE CANCELLED BUT THE NOTICE DOESN'T NEED TO BE. 
CELEBRATE YOUR MILESTONES WITH AN AD IN THE OBSERVER!

IN PRINT. IN DEPTH. ONLINE.

RENTALS

OFFICE SPACE AVAIL-
ABLE IMMEDIATELY. 
Approximately 1029 
sq. ft. with municipal 
parking 17 Church St. W. 
has 4 individual offices 
plus reception. For rent 
by owner. Call Mildred 
Frey for special rate or 
more information at  
519-741-6970.

RENTALS

ONE BEDROOM 
APARTMENT, SECOND 
floor downtown Elmi-
ra. Quiet unit, includes 
all appliances, laundry 
on-site, A/C. Parking for 
one car. Call Hugh at  
519-669-5533.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or email  
ron.spncr@gmail.com

GARAGE SALE 

MULTI FAMILY GARAGE 
SALE MOCKINGBIRD 
Dr (the court at the end of 
Oriole Pkwy Elmira), lots 
of tools and more. Satur-
day August 8, 8 a.m. 

WORD ADS 
CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 15

100% 
LOCAL
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The GRCA has reopened playgrounds at Grand River 
Parks, as well as its tubing operations at the Elora 
Gorge Conservation Area. Nevertheless, the parks 
continue to operate at a reduced capacity, with the 
agency noting sanitization of playground equipment is 
not possible – playground activity is at the risk of the 
user and should be supervised closely by caregivers. 

www.grandriver.ca

August is Tree Check Month, with the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency (CFIA) encouraging Canadians to 
check their trees and gardens for signs of insects, dis-
ease and other organisms that harm plants. The CFIA's 
invasive pest cards and pest facts sheets provide more 
information on what to look for and what to report.

www.inspection.gc.ca

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Why is ice cream 
so bad at tennis?

They have a soft serve. 
We have a treat for you!

Starting August 1st - 31st with every appointment we 
will give you a coupon for a free soft serve ice cream 

cone to Kitchen Kuttings Cafe! 
See you soon!

GRCA PARKS OPEN CHECKING ON TREES

In light of all the hot 
weather we’ve had this 
summer, it makes sense 

to put together a refreshing 
twist on a favourite sum-
mertime drink by putting 
together two seasonal 
ingredients – peach and 
raspberry – that will make 
a perfect pear!

A roadside lemonade 
stand might typically 
charge five cents, but with 
this recipe you can defi-
nitely get away with ten!

Sweetened lemon juice 
was traded as early as the 
12th century.

I remember getting pink 
lemonade as a kid and 
thinking it was something 
special when it was likely 
regular lemonade with red 
food colour. That being 
said, red or pink lemonade 
was, like many things, in-
vented by accident.

A container of cinnamon 
hearts accidentally fell 
into a vat of lemonade that 
was for sale at a travelling 
circus, which naturally 
stained it pink.

“The show must go on” 
is of course the motto of 
any good circus, along with 
selling you on things that 
weren’t always what they 
seemed. It was only natural 
that they pulled off selling 
their “famous” pink lemon-
ade (and probably jacked 
up the price).

Our lemonade here is 
naturally coloured from 
the additional fruits and, 
I gotta say, looks un-be-
peach-able!

The trick is to make it as 
easy as possible by making 
your puree mix using the 
whole raspberries and not 
even bothering to peel the 
peaches. Then you just 
strain out all the seeds and 
undesirables.

An unimpeachably 
refreshing beverage

Don’t strain over the sink 
and let all the great lemon-
ade go down the drain – do 
it over a bowl or pitcher to 
catch it all!

Peaches are sacred in 
many cultures and are 
thought to bring peace and 
happiness and contribute 
to longevity of life. So, in 
the current state of the 
world it’s a good idea to 
drink some peaches, the 
better to get you out of the 
pits!

Peach-Raspberry 
Lemonade

4 fresh peaches, cut in 
chunks
2 packs of raspberries
2 cups water
2 cups simple syrup (1 cup 
sugar, 1 cup water)
2 litres cold water
1-1/2 cups fresh lemon juice 
(4-6 lemons)
2 cups ice cubes
Garnish: peach slices, rasp-
berries, mint leaves

1. Place peaches, raspberries 
and water into food processor 
and blend the living daylights 
out of it – strain out seeds and 
the like.

2. Bring sugar and water to 
a boil to make syrup, remove 
from heat and allow to cool.

3. Mix cold water with lemon 
juice then blend in syrup and 
puree.

4. Chill over ice and garnish.

Wayne Pfeifer is looking forward to welcoming visitors again for the first time since February. [DAMON MACLEAN]

The St. Jacobs and Aberfoyle Model Railway looks to open its doors later this month

Model railroaders back on track
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

One of the tourist attrac-
tions on hiatus during the 
COVID-19 lockdown, the St. 
Jacobs and Aberfoyle Mod-
el Railway will be back on 
track later this month. 
The group of model rail-
road enthusiasts will be 
welcoming visitors again as 
of August 26, looking for-
ward to a revenue stream 
now that they’ve signed a 
new lease at the St. Jacobs 
location.

Wayne Pfeifer, presi-
dent at the St. Jacobs and 
Aberfoyle Model Railway 
(SJ&AMR), admits to a little 
trepidation prior to the re-
opening. That’s due to the RAILWAY | 24

A MODEL OF PRECAUTIONS

virus itself – many of the 
volunteers fall into the vul-
nerable older-adult catego-
ry, for instance – and the 
uncertainty faced by many 
organizations just now.

The tourist location 
last operated on the fami-
ly-day holiday nearly seven 
months ago. Just last week, 
the company signed a new 
lease under a new landlord. 
They have had no money 
coming in since the begin-
ning of the year and are 
looking for the community 
to come out and support 
them.

“We encourage our 
volunteers to tell all their 
friends and people they go 
to church with and so on 
– the model railway could 

use a little help with any 
donation. If anything more 
than $20, we’re a charity so 
we can issue a tax receipt,” 
said Pfeifer. “That money 
will be going towards pay-
ing the rent and keeping 
the lights on.”

Despite all the tribula-
tions just now, members 
of the club are happy to be 
back at it.

“We’re all crazy. Model 
railroaders are a particular 
kind of human being that 
defies description,” he said.

The group’s model land-
scape encapsulates the 
1950s, the golden age of Ca-
nadian railway according 
to many enthusiasts due to 
the presence of both steam 
and diesel trains.

“In the 1950s both kinds 
of locomotives could be 
seen on the railways at the 
same time.”  

The indoor display cap-
tures many places that 
Ontarians should be famil-
iar with. Some locations 
include industrial built-up 
areas with monuments, 
including Toronto’s Union 
Station and the rural re-
gions that are reminiscent 
of the surrounding areas. 
In particular, one spot is a 
power station in Bala, On-
tario and the dam that used 
to exist near Clappison’s 
corners in the Hamilton 
area. 

The SJ&AMR had its or-
igins on a locomotive ride 

CHEF DUFF
CHEF'S TABLE
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Join Us Online
Every Sunday

9:15 & 11:00 AM

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Summer Series:
How Can I Keep from Singing?

-The Songs of Hannah and Mary

Worship: 9:30am

Service moved on-line
See www.elmiramennonite.ca.

Emily Rempel preaching

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

When we decided 
to make a home-
made version 

of ice cream sandwiches, 
we thought it would be as 
easy as smooshing some 
ice cream between two 
chocolate chip cookies. 
But all that gave us were 
rock-solid cookies that we 
struggled to bite through 
while we squished the ice 
cream out the sides. The 
takeaway: Cookies that 
are best eaten with a glass 
of milk are not perfect in 
an ice cream sandwich.

To make cookies that 
were easy to bite through, 
we focused on an ingre-
dient rarely considered 
in cookie composition: 
water. Our recipe includes 
almost twice as much 
water than most choco-
late chip cookie recipes. 
That may sound coun-
terintuitive – you'd think 
frozen water would make 
cookies harder – but it 
works because the sugar 
in the dough lowers the 
temperature at which 
water freezes, keeping it 
fluid. By increasing the 

Make the ice cream 
sandwich of your 

summertime dreams

amount of sugary water 
in the dough, we were 
able to make cookies that 
were sturdy enough to 
sandwich the ice cream 
but tender enough to bite 
through with just a hint 
of snap.

We also wanted a thin-
ner, flatter cookie so we 
could still use a good 
amount of ice cream 
without making the sand-
wich the frozen-dessert 
equivalent of a New York 
deli sandwich. To do that, 
we dropped the baking 
temperature to a relative-
ly low 325 degrees so that 
the dough had more time 
to spread before it set. 
And to compensate for 
the freezer's flavor-dull-
ing effect, we packed the 

AMERICA'S TEST KITCHEN

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t 

local events that are o� ered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Woolwich Residents Support Fund
On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz 
launched the Woolwich Residents Support Fund 
(WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich Township Coun-
cil. 
The WRSF will initially  address the anticipat-
ed unprecedented needs that many Woolwich 
residents will experience due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  However, the WRSF will continue to 
address ongoing needs experienced by Woolwich 
residents long after the pandemic has ended.   
In general, the fund will provide one-time finan-
cial support to an applicant. However, we realize 
that no two cases are the same. Unique situa-
tions may require further support that otherwise 
would not be accessible for the ongoing needs of 
the individual. 
Prior to an applicant drawing from the WRSF, the 
Fund Review Committee will access other com-
munity services and funds that may be able to 
support and/or provide for the individual.
While eligibility practices and an application 
process are in place, it should be noted that in 
unique, complex, crisis and acute circumstances 
funds may be provided at the discretion of the 
Fund Review Committee, assuming the core cri-
teria of the fund are met.
“What a great example of the barn-raising spir-
it that has always existed in Woolwich,” said 
Mayor Shantz about the Fund during her video 
announcement on what would have been the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival day. 

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.      Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.      Woolwich Community Services
3.      Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.      Woolwich Community Health Centre 

Fund Administrator:  Woolwich Community
Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, 
Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 
Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the
website on the WCS Donate page.

Additional information:

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6

 HOT DOG THURSDAYS! JOIN US FOR A FREE HOT-DOG AND 
drink. Grab and go format. Social distancing measures 
in place. Each Thursday in July and August from noon to 1 
p.m. Located at the side of the WCS building. Both meat and 
veggie dogs available.

KITCHEN | 23
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OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Latin dance
6. Belgium Chocolate
12. Face-to-face exam
16. One who cries
17. Book with 2+ epics
18. Bu� alo Bill
19. Surgery
22. Beat badly
23. "Well, ___-di-dah!"
24. Sedimentary Rock
25. A pint, maybe
26. "___ lost!"
27. "ER" network
30. Chasers
31. Type of painters
35. ___ gestae
36. Holding one's piece
37. ___ lily
40. Cli� side dwelling
43. Barbecue site
44. ___ bit
46. Bloodshot
47. Time Zone
51. Heat-storing stove
52. Moray, e.g.
53. ___ Zeppelin

54. "You'll never ___!"
55. "ER" doctor
57. Hawkeye
59. Bit of a draft
60. Old Glory
66. Cook, as clams
68. Armageddon
69. Lent's start, e.g.: 
Abbr.
70. Band aid?
71. Ellen's wife
73. Compete
74. Eye layer
75. Multi-academic
80. Casting need
81. Class of light infantry 
regiments
82. Bit of color
83. Christian Science 
founder
84. Bowel Cleanse
85. Charger

DOWN
1. ____ Hill
2. Anatomical ring
3. Ballroom dance

4. ___ greens
5. Hockey Bobby
6. Cold dessert
7. Brilliantly colored fi sh
8. Kipling's "Gunga ___"
9. Diamonds, slangily
10. ___ deferens
11. Choir member
12. Type of cat (plural)
13. Chicken
14. Horizontal Mine 
Entrances
15. Certain école
20. "Smart" ones
21. Brewer's need
26. "The Power and the 
Glory" novelist
27. Northen part of a 
region
28. Cadge
29. Multiple people 
worked on a project
32. Border lake
33. Flock member
34. "I had no ___!"
38. Masterpieces
39. Horace volume

40. Biology lab supply
41. "Cogito, ___ sum"
42. Assert again
43. Hairy
45. Surround
48. Dam
49. Darn, as socks
50. People of Brazil
56. Majestic in manner
58. Blanched
59. Brace
61. Gulf V.I.P.
62. Cops
63. Slow European 
dance
64. Arise
65. Incapable of littering
66. Cathedral topper
67. In shape
72. Axlike tool
73. Cheer starter
74. Condo, e.g.
76. Carbonium, e.g.
77. "So ___ me!"
78. Video maker, for 
short
79. "___ De-Lovely"

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: 
What are the risks of 
LASIK surgery, and will 
my vision deteriorate 
again over time, even af-
ter surgery?

ANSWER: It is not typ-
ical for a person's vision 
to regress after LASIK, or 
laser-assisted in-situ ker-
atomileusis, and complica-
tions that result in a loss of 
vision after LASIK are rare. 
Although the procedure 
may lead to some side ef-
fects, they are uncommon. 
A thorough evaluation be-
fore surgery often can help 
avoid many of the potential 
problems that can happen 
after LASIK.

LASIK is a form of re-
fractive surgery – surgery 
that changes the shape of 

Complications that result in loss of vision after LASIK are rare

HEALTH | 24

the cornea, the transparent 
window at the front of your 
eye. The surgery corrects 
vision problems such as 
nearsightedness, farsight-
edness and astigmatism, 
reducing or eliminating the 
need for eyeglasses or con-
tact lenses.

LASIK is performed us-
ing a laser that removes 
tissue from your cornea to 
reshape it. To gain access 
to the cornea, a surgeon 
cuts a hinged flap away 
from the front of the eye. 
After reshaping the cornea 
with a different laser, the 
surgeon lays the flap back 
into place.

Vision is often good right 
after surgery, but it can 
take up to several weeks 
for it to stabilize. In some 
cases, the first surgery may 

result in undercorrection. 
This is more common in 
people who have higher 
prescriptions. If undercor-
rection happens, another 
surgery may be needed to 
achieve the proper correc-
tion.

Long-term results from 
LASIK tend to be best in 
people who are carefully 
evaluated before surgery to 
ensure that they are good 
candidates for the proce-
dure. Medical history, fam-

ily history and other exist-
ing medical conditions can 
affect the success of LASIK. 
The shape and thickness 
of your cornea also need to 
be thoroughly assessed to 
make sure that you can un-
dergo the procedure safely.

Potential side effects 
from LASIK include seeing 
glare and halos around 
lights, particularly at night. 
This generally lasts a few 
days to a few weeks. Most 
people experience more 
dryness in their eyes after 
surgery. In some cases, dry 
eyes may become a chronic 
problem following LASIK. 
People who have dry eyes 
before LASIK are at higher 
risk for chronic dry eyes 
after surgery than those 
who have not had that con-
dition.

More serious compli-
cations of LASIK include 
eye infections that lead 
to scarring of the cornea, 
an irregular surface of the 
cornea from the laser, and 
problems with the LASIK 
flap during or after surgery. 
All of these complications 
are uncommon.

Another serious compli-
cation is an eye disorder 
called post-LASIK ectasia. 
This condition changes 
the shape of your cornea 
years after surgery. In 
people who have ectasia, 
it may seem as if their vi-
sion has regressed. Usually 
the vision cannot be fully 
corrected with glasses or 
contact lenses, and in some 
cases, ectasia may require 
a cornea transplant. The 
main risk factor for post-

LASIK ectasia is an eye 
disease called keratoconus. 
If you have this disorder, or 
if you have a family history 
of it, you should not get 
LASIK.

Another eye problem 
that can mimic vision re-
gression after LASIK is a 
cataract – clouding of the 
eye lens. As a cataract de-
velops, some people who 
have had refractive surgery 
become nearsighted again. 
This problem requires cat-
aract surgery and not fur-
ther LASIK.

Because several serious 
eye issues can masquerade 
as vision regression, it is 
important to have your eye 
care professional investi-
gate any change in vision 
after LASIK to find the un-

MAYO CLINIC

cookie with deep toffee 
notes that came through 
even when frozen.

The result? An infinite-
ly customizable, perfectly 
engineered version of this 
summertime dessert. Fill 
them with the ice cream 
flavor of your choice or 
press mini chips around 
the rim of each sandwich 
for a dose of Chipwich 
nostalgia.

Chocolate Chip 
Cookie Ice Cream 
Sandwiches
Makes 12 sandwiches

10 Tbsp. unsalted butter
3/4 cup (5 1/4 ounces) 
packed dark brown sugar
3/4 tsp. table salt
1 cup plus 2 tablespoons 
(52/3 ounces) all-purpose 
flour
1/4 tsp. baking soda
1 large egg
2 Tbsp. water
2 tsp. vanilla extract
1/2 cup (3 ounces) mini 
semisweet chocolate chips, 
plus 1 cup for optional 
garnish
3 pints ice cream

1. Adjust oven rack to middle 
position and heat oven to 
325 F. Melt butter in a 10-inch 
skillet over medium-high heat. 
Cook, stirring and scraping 
skillet constantly with a rub-
ber spatula, until milk solids 
are dark golden brown and 
butter has nutty aroma, 1 to 3 
minutes. Immediately transfer 
to a heatproof large bowl. 
Whisk in sugar and salt until 
fully incorporated and let 
mixture cool for 10 minutes. 
Meanwhile, line two rimmed 
baking sheets with parchment 
paper. Stir flour and baking 
soda together in a second 
bowl; set aside.

2. Add egg, water and vanilla 
to the browned butter mixture 
and whisk until smooth, about 
30 seconds. Using a rubber 
spatula, stir in flour mixture 
until combined. Stir in 1/2 cup 
chocolate chips. (The dough 
will be very soft.)

3. Using a #60 scoop or 1-ta-
blespoon measure, evenly 
space 12 mounds of dough on 
each prepared sheet. Bake 
cookies, 1 sheet at a time, un-
til puffed and golden brown, 9 
to 12 minutes, rotating sheet 
halfway through baking. Let 
cookies cool on the sheet 
for 5 minutes, then transfer 
to a wire rack and let cool 
completely, about 45 minutes. 
Place one sheet, still lined 
with parchment, in freezer.

4. Place 4 cookies upside 
down on the counter. Quickly 
deposit 2-inch-tall, 2-inch-
wide scoop of ice cream in 
center of each cookie. Place 
1 cookie from the wire rack 
right side up on top of each 
scoop. Gently press and twist 
each sandwich between your 
hands until the ice cream 
spreads to edges of the 
cookies (this doesn't have 

to be perfect; ice cream can 
be neatened after chilling). 
Transfer sandwiches to the 
sheet in freezer. Repeat 
with remaining cookies and 
remaining ice cream. Place 1 
cup chocolate chips, if using, 
in a shallow bowl or pie plate.

5. Remove first 4 sandwiches 
from freezer. Working with 
1 sandwich at a time, hold 
sandwiches over bowl of 
chocolate chips and gently 
press chocolate chips into 
sides of sandwiches with your 
other hand, neatening ice 
cream if necessary. Return 
garnished sandwiches to the 
freezer and repeat with the 
remaining 8 sandwiches in 
two batches. Freeze sand-
wiches for at least 8 hours 
before serving. (Sandwiches 
can be individually wrapped 
tightly in plastic wrap, trans-
ferred to zipper-lock bag, and 
frozen for up to two months.)

Recipe notes: These sand-
wiches should be made at 
least 8 hours before serving. 
For the best results, weigh 
the flour and sugar for the 
cookies. We prefer the deeper 
flavor of dark brown sugar 
here, but light brown sugar 
will also work. Use your fa-
vorite ice cream. If using a 
premium ice cream such as 
Ben & Jerry's or Haagen-Dazs, 
which is likely to be harder 
than a less-premium brand 
when frozen, let the ice cream 
soften slightly in the refrig-
erator before scooping. We 
like these sandwiches with 
chocolate chips pressed into 
the sides, but the garnish is 
optional.

For 25 years, confi dent cooks in 
the know have relied on America's 
Test Kitchen for rigorously 
tested recipes developed by 
professional test cooks and 
vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe 
testers. See more online at 
www.americastestkitchen.com/TCA.

 KITCHEN: Water is the key in getting the consistency 
right so that you've got a proper ice cream sandwich 

FROM 22



24  | THE BACK PAGE THE OBSERVER | THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2020

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK
NATURAL

HARD MAPLE

$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’
AREA RUGS

CLEARANCE

$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & 
STONE

BACKSPLASH

$199
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED
CARRARA

TILE

$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

��������

5’ X 7” 5’  X 7” SHAG SHAG 
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

$$39399999
EACHFROM

����

CANADIAN MADECANADIAN MADE
3/4” THICK3/4” THICK

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$226969
FROM

��������

PER SQ FT
REG 7.99

13” X 13”13” X 13”
CARRARA TILECARRARA TILE

$$110000
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

3” X 6”3” X 6”
SUBWAY TILESSUBWAY TILES

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

���� ����

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

derlying cause.
To find out if you're a 

good candidate for LASIK 
surgery, talk with an 
ophthalmologist who has 
training and experience in 
refractive surgery. He or 
she can discuss the pros 
and cons with you in de-

tail and help you decide if 
LASIK could be an appro-
priate choice. But in gen-
eral, complications from 
LASIK are uncommon, 
especially when people are 
screened and evaluated 
carefully to confirm that 
they are good candidates 
for the procedure. Most 

people have positive re-
sults and are satisfied 
with the outcome of the 
surgery.

Mayo Clinic Q & A is an educational 
resource and doesn't replace 
regular medical care. E-mail a 
question to MayoClinicQ&A@
mayo.edu. For more information, 
visit www.mayoclinic.org.

HEALTH: Screening is key prior to considering LASIK
FROM 23

from Toronto, where the 
idea first surfaced.

“We started building this 
in the upper level of a barn 
in Aberfoyle, Ontario… in 
1971, but our advertised 
start date is ’72,” explained 
Pfeifer. “We moved from 
the barn to one of these 
steel-arch type buildings in 
1982, after 10 years, which 
gave us a chance to expand. 
We were there for nine 
years. And then eight years 
ago, we moved to St. Jacobs. 
And this is pretty much 
exactly the way it was in 
Aberfoyle except for a cou-
ple of things” – one of the 
additions is a Mennonite 
meeting hall.

Now set up in the tourist 
draw that is St. Jacobs, the 
display draws in visitors, 
some of whom have an 
emotional response to the 
exhibit, he notes, citing the 
example of a railway worker 
moved to tears.

“There was a railway 
office and a control panel 
for the tracks – they call it 
centralized traffic control 
and CTC down. We have  
that CTC panel up in here. 
We have a man sitting on a 
swivel chair working at the 
CTC now, so when the night 
scene happens, you can 
see in and you can see that 
guy. When the night scene 
was over, this guy here was 
taking out his handkerchief 

and he was dabbing his eyes 
and he said, ‘You see that 
guy in there? That’s my job.’

“We’ve had several in-
stances where a guy would 
walk in the door and he 
sort of got a little emotion-
al: ‘that locomotive, I was 
the last driver before they 
scrapped it’ or stuff like 
that; we’ve had many of 
those encounters over the 
years.”

While the SJ&AMR space 
has reopened, there are new 
safety protocols in place, in-
cluding screening questions 
for visitors. Additionally, 
there is limited capacity for 
30 persons per show and 
staggered show times last-
ing an hour per session.

FROM 21

 RAILWAY: Tourist location to reopen on Aug. 26
Getting the details right is key at the St. Jacobs and Aberfoyle Model Railway. [DAMON MACLEAN]
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