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519-584-4755
webstoneprosoils.ca

100% compost
A natural soil
enhancement

for lawns

519-584-4755
webstoneprosoils.ca

FALL IS THE PERFECT TIME! - Compost for Lawns, Experience the Difference

Call Today!

OPEN 7 DAYS · 30 Benjamin Rd., Waterloo (across from St. Jacobs Outlet Mall) · 519-746-0060 · www.furniturehouse.ca

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR Locally Owned Canadian Business
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EVENT!
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Wellesley 
musician set
to release 
debut album
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School board issues 
guidelines to help 
students return
to their classrooms

COVID PREPAREDNESS

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

While the back-to-school 
protocol is still evolving, 
most students in the Wa-
terloo Region public sys-
tem appear ready to return 
in person.

As of last week, Water-
loo Region District School 
Board numbers indicate 
83 per cent of elementary 
students and 89 per cent of 
high schoolers intend to re-
turn when classes resume 
September 8.

Students have been out 
of the classroom since mid-
March due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, forcing parents 
to make alternative ar-
rangements. Now, despite 
uncertainties, many of 
those parents can no lon-
ger accommodate options 
such as remote learning 
from home. Work schedules 
mean many of them have 
no choice but to send their 
children back to school and 
hope for the best.

WRDSB  schools will be 
following new safety guide-
lines, with officials direct-
ing parents to prepatory 
materials in a document 
released earlier this month, 

‘Caregivers Guide to Set-
ting the Stage to Return to 
School.’ 

“It’s meant to support 
students and families in 
re-entering the school year 
and managing the stresses 
and anxiety that may come 
with some changes that 
will be experienced in this 
coming year,” explained 
board spokesperson Alana 
Russell. 

Developed by the psy-
chological services de-
partment, the document 
echoes ideas expressed 
by parents. It also draws 
from psychologist Deborah 
MacNamara’s YouTube  vid-
eo released in May called 
‘Leading Our Kids Back to 
School.’

A section of the guide 
lays out the importance of 
‘calm language.’ The break-
down encourages parents 
to rethink their usage of 
‘safety language.’ 

“Humans have a built-in 
alarm system that alerts 
them to possible harm 
or danger. This warning 
system helps people know 
when to take action to re-
duce harm or get to safety. 
However, sometimes the 
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Greenlight for Elmira apartment building
The school year looms but it’s still summer for now, with Reid and Grayson opting to cast a line into the creek in Elmira on Tuesday afternoon. [DAMON MACLEAN]

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

An 18-unit apartment 
building will rise from the 
ground on Church Street 
West in Elmira, Woolwich 
council having this week 
approved the project de-
spite concerns raised by 
neighbours.

Originally pitched as a 
21-unit building, property 
owners Wayne Martin and 
Rick Brubacher scaled it 
back to 18, added more 
parking and altered how 

the structure will sit on the 
0.42-acre site in response to 
concerns raised by residents 
when the idea was first dis-
cussed last summer. 

At that time, neighbours 
raised concerns about traf-
fic, parking, loss of privacy 
and incompatibilities with 
the existing surroundings. 
Despite the latest changes, 
the plan is still a four-storey 
building, which remains an 
issue.

Assured by planning staff 
that the building was com-
patible with the area just 

west of the downtown 
core, councillors meeting 
August 25 approved the 
required official plan and 
zone changes.

The new structure will 
be built on what is now 
two properties located at 
44 and 46 Church St. W. 
The former contains an 
older house that’s been 
converted to a triplex, 
while the latter is now a 
vacant lot after the sin-
gle-family home there 
was demolished. The plan 
is to offer for rent one- 

and two-bedroom units.
“This is not out of char-

acter for a small commu-
nity,” manager of planning 
Jeremy Vink said of the 
building in a video meeting 
Tuesday night.

Such low-rise apartment 
buildings – three to five 
storeys – are appropriate to 
the setting, he added.

“We believe the pro-
posed development is ap-
propriate,” agreed Megan 
Gereghty, a GSP Group 
planner representing the 

APARTMENT | 04

Council approves 18-unit project for  Church Street West despite neighbours' concerns 
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Reopening schools 
safely matters to 
everyone 
That’s why the government of Ontario 
has worked with health o�cials, school 
boards and educators to develop a 
comprehensive plan to keep kids and 
sta� safe.

• Physical distancing measures will be 
implemented such as desk 
separation, signs, floor markings and 
one-way hallways.

• Face coverings will be required for 
sta� and students in Grades 4-12. 

• Hand hygiene will be enabled with 
hand sanitizer and hand washing. 

• More nurses will be in schools.

• School cleaning will be enhanced.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Visit ontario.ca/ReopeningSchools

Are you paying 
Too Much for 
Hearing Aids 

in Elmira?  

58 Wellington Rd #7 Unit # 2 Elora  

 519-546-8246 
hearrightcanada.ca

Book your FREE hearing assessment 
today and our hearing care professionals 
will be happy to answer your questions. 

Hearing Instrument 
Specialist/Co-owner 

Hearing Consultant            

Deidre Jones 

Karissa Schiestel 

Batteries
$10/box

(40 cells) 
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Teresa Armstrong, Mayor Sandy Shantz and Rae Ann Bauman display their Woolwich Proud t-shirts.   [DAMON MACLEAN]

The Region of Waterloo is undertaking on a mandato-
ry “council composition review” to look at the number 
of councillors, with lower-tier municipalities required 
to provide input. Meeting this week, Woolwich 
councillors backed the “status quo” option, calling 
for the retention of the current 15-member council. 
The province requires such a review after every other 
municipal election, with the eight-year cycle slated 
again in 2026.

Elmira’s Crompton Co. had better clean up its act say 
o�  cials from the Ministry of the Environment, who’ve 
issued a draft control order to ensure the company 
fulfi lls its obligations. The draft director’s control 
order, in advance of a pending fi nal report, implicates 
Crompton in a number of environmental o� ences 
under section 18 of the Environmental Protection 
Act, including the June 11 fi re, and a number of spill 
and pollutant complaints over the past few years.
From the Aug. 28, 2004 edition of The Observer

Summer Clearance
SAVE 25

Summer Clearance
SAVE 25

building centre

JL’s Duke St

Shophomehardware.ca5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 • Text JL’s 226.979.1850 and choose JL’s as your home Store.
homehardware.ca

and choose JL’s as your home Store.
homehardware.ca

and choose JL’s as your home Store.
homehardware.ca

and choose JL’s as your home Store.
Shophomehardware.cahomehardware.cahomehardware.ca

 Solar Lights, Mulches, Soils and Planters.
On ALL in stock

HOLDING THE LINE FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

While the number of 
COVID-19 cases has re-
mained low for the past 
couple of months, health 
officials in Waterloo Region 
are bracing for an increase 
when school resumes in a 
couple of weeks.

Township launches T-shirt sales in support of Woolwich Residents Support Fund

Wearing #Woolwichproud

Bracing for virus increase with kids back to school
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Medical officer of health 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang says out-
breaks are inevitable when 
kids head back to their 
classrooms after Labour 
Day.

“There will be more cas-
es of COVID-19, and there 
will be more outbreaks,” 
she said in Public Health’s 
weekly video briefing 

Tuesday.
Wang urged residents to 

adhere to the established 
prevention measures to 
lower the transmission rate 
in any outbreak.

She also suggests setting 
routines for students to 
ensure a safe transition to a 
new school environment.

“There are some things 

that families can do now 
to feel more prepared such 
as adjust sleep schedules, 
practicing ... your morn-
ing routine, including 
screening your child for 
symptoms, practicing 
proper hand hygiene, 
which I’m sure parents 
have been doing with 
their children, washing 

hands with soap and water 
scrubbing hands, including 
fingers wrists for at least 
15 seconds, using hand 
sanitizer, again rubbing all 
over hands for at least 15 
seconds. Practice putting 
on and taking off a mask 
and have your child wear 
it around the house so that 
they are more comfortable 

wearing it for longer pe-
riods of time. Practice no 
touch greetings to greet 
classmates and teachers. 
Talk to your kids explain-
ing how their classrooms 
will look different. Talk to 
them about the importance 
of these new measures,” 
said Wang.

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

When COVID-19 hit, Wool-
wich Community Services 
(WCS) created the Wool-
wich Residents Support 
Fund (WRSF) to help those 
in need of assistance due 
to the events that unfold-
ed during the pandemic. 
The one-time support 
for residents has helped 
many community mem-
bers through this difficult 

time, and there are plans to 
continue the fund once the 
pandemic is over. 

To bolster the WRSF, the 
Township of Woolwich has 
come up with a fashionable 
idea to raise money and 
give residents a new style.

Since last week, the 
township has been sell-
ing t-shirts in support of 
the WRSF. The project 
has been in the works for 
about three months, with 
staff approving the design T-SHIRTS | 05

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

$300k to combat 
termites in Elmira 
and Winterbourne

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Infestations in small 
pockets of Elmira and 
Winterbourne prompted 
Woolwich to adopt a ter-
mite control bylaw for the 
first time in more than two 
decades. The township 
will be looking to eradicate 
the insects in the affected 
areas, and also looking to 
homeowners to do their 
part to combat the prob-
lem.

Termite issues were first 
identified in Elmira in the 
early 1980s, with 31 homes 
infected at one point. That 
“termite area” prompted a 
1981 bylaw that gave town-
ship staff the authority to 
inspect properties that had 
problems with termites 
and order the removal of 
wood and infested material 
while overseeing remedial 
work. As the bylaw was 
tied to a provincial grant, 
it was ultimately repealed 
when the funding was cut 
in the 1990s. 

Since then, all termite 
programs have been on 
hold. Earlier this month, 

however, Woolwich took 
steps to restart its war 
against the termite by 
creating a new control pro-
gram and applicable bylaw.

David Heuchert, the 
township’s chief build-
ing official, says the new 
program is about getting 
the level of termites down 
to where the “population 
has been substantially re-
duced.” 

Last year, urban en-
tomologist, and termite 
expert Dr. Tim Myles was 
hired to conduct yard sur-
veys to delineate the areas 
of termite infestations in 
Elmira and Winterbourne. 
His work during this time 
consisted of inspecting 
trees, mulch, stumps, fire-
wood and other dead wood 
items that are considered 
movable and in contact 
with soil. 

Myles’ findings showed 
that 49 properties on seven 
blocks – which comprise 
a connecting group – 
showed an active termite 
infestation in Elmira. In 
Winterbourne, termites 
were found on five prop-

TERMITES | 05

and slogan that would 
emblazon the shirts. The 
#Woolwichproud shirts are 
not only helping residents 
support their neighbours 
by adding to the fund, 
they’re showing commu-
nity spirit and solidarity 
through what has been the 
most trying time in mod-
ern history.

“Woolwich Township, 
not just the township 
office or the people who 
work for the township… 

we’re very proud of our 
community. If there’s 
any way that we can help 
somebody in our commu-
nity that has struggled as 
a part of the pandemic, 
then it’s our obligation to 
help and that’s what we’re 
trying to do,” said Rae Ann 
Bauman, a technical and 
administrative assistant 
with the township’s build-
ing section. “We want[ed] 
to keep it very simple and 
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1 Union St., Elmira  519-669-2201  www.schelters.ca
Office & School Supplies • Print Copy Courier • Computer IT Supplies

*Limit 3 per customer, supplies limited

BACK TO SCHOOL

 for options and pricing on
 Personal Spacing Disks 

& Countertop Safety Barriers

WASHABLE
FACE MASK

ONX9002 Grey \ Black

Reg. $ 5.99
Sale $ 3.99
Reg. $ 5.99
Sale $ 3.99

DIAL 99% GERM EFFECTIVE

 ANTI BACTERIAL 
HAND SOAP

DIA17768 

Reg. $ 5.89
Sale $ 3.89
Reg. $ 5.89
Sale $ 3.89

12 DBL ROLL = 24 ROLLS

CASHMERE TP
CSH 34242 

Reg. $ 14.99
Sale $ 7.49*
Reg. $ 14.99
Sale $ 7.49*

PARAMEDIC
DISPOSABLE MASKS

PAR 999-1020-RX50 

Reg. $ 48.99
Sale $ 28.99*
Reg. $ 48.99
Sale $ 28.99*

FACE SHIELD
STE FS2500 Durable. Washable. 

Reg. $ 12.99
Sale $ 9.99*
Reg. $ 12.99
Sale $ 9.99*

70% ALCOHOL

HAND SANITIZER
DAS 549690 1L Jumbo w. pump

Reg. $ 17.49
Sale $ 14.49*
Reg. $ 17.49

Sale $ 14.49*

ZYTEC 500 ML SPRAY

HAND SANITIZER
EMP01346

Reg. $ 8.99
Sale $ 3.99*
Reg. $ 8.99
Sale $ 3.99*

Made in Canada

Made in Canada

Made in CanadaMade in Canada

Sale $ 3.89Sale $ 3.89Sale $ 3.89Sale $ 3.89Sale $ 3.89Sale $ 3.89Sale $ 3.89Sale $ 3.89Sale $ 3.89Sale $ 3.89Sale $ 3.89Sale $ 3.89Sale $ 3.89Sale $ 3.89Sale $ 3.89

*Limit 3 per customer, supplies limited*Limit 3 per customer, supplies limited*Limit 3 per customer, supplies limited*Limit 3 per customer, supplies limited*Limit 3 per customer, supplies limited*Limit 3 per customer, supplies limited

HAND SANITIZERHAND SANITIZERHAND SANITIZERHAND SANITIZERHAND SANITIZERHAND SANITIZER

Sale $ 3.99*Sale $ 3.99*Sale $ 3.99*Sale $ 3.99*Sale $ 3.99*Sale $ 3.99*

STAY SAFE SPECIALS!

CONSERVE WATER, 
KNOW YOUR WATERING DAY

Once-per-week  
lawn watering is in effect 

May 31 - September 30.

For more information: 519-575-4400  •  www.regionofwaterloo.ca/water

5:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Remember that lawn watering days are 
based on the last digit in your house number.
If your address ends in:
 0 or 1 your watering day is:  Monday
 2 or 3 Tuesday
 4 or 5 Wednesday
 6 or 7 Thursday
 8 or 9 Friday

The following activities are permitted 
during the above watering hours for 

even-numbered addresses on even days 
of the month and for odd-numbered 

addresses on odd days of the month:
• Watering of shrubs, trees and gardens

• Washing of vehicles
• Pool top-ups

Thanks for doing your part!
For newly planted sod/seed lawns 
and nematode applications contact 

the Region for a permit.

property owners, noting 
the project is in keeping 
with the surrounding 
neighbourhood and its 
location close to the down-
town core.

Neighbour Walter Ireson 
certainly disagreed with 
that statement, calling the 
project out of touch with 
the surrounding homes, 
including his own imme-
diately next door at 42 
Church St. W.

He took exception to 
Vink’s comments that the 
changes requested by the ap-
plicant were “modest,” point-
ing out that the increase to 18 
units from the 12 that would 
otherwise be allowed with-
out the changes supported 
by planners amounted to a 
50 per cent hike.

“Tell me, would any of 
you be happy if tomorrow 
you were told your property 
taxes were going to go up 50 
per cent? Would you consid-
er it to be modest? I don’t.”

Among the many excep-
tions made for the project, 
the density increased 
significantly from the 60 
units per hectare allowed 
to 106.5, though that was 
a drop from the 124 origi-
nally requested. Still, the 
number of units is too 
much for the small parcel 
of land, said Ireson.

“That’s not just a little 
bit, that’s a lot,” he said of 
the increase.

The number of changes 
to the township’s zoning on 
the properties also caught 
the attention of Coun. Pat-
rick Merlihan, who ques-
tioned the value of having 
regulations when they 
could be easily waived.

“It seems like the rules 
could be negotiated rather 
than just being applied,” he 
said, noting the applicant 
had requested a reduction 
in setbacks and a reduction 
in parking, among a list of 
changes.

Merlihan noted there’s 
the appearance of two stan-
dards when the township 
enforces a minor encroach-
ment of something like a 
shed built on someone’s 
property while allowing 
developers all kinds of 
leeway.

Vink countered that 
there aren’t two standards, 
as anyone can apply for 
a zone change or minor 
variance, each of which is 
judged on its merits.

But Merlihan countered 
that it’s an expensive prop-
osition for something like 
a shed that’s non-conform-
ing – a minimum of $1,000 
just to get started.

Rather than allow ex-
emptions, “perhaps the 
project needs to be scaled 
to the size of the land,” he 
suggested.

Ireson later made a simi-

lar argument, noting none 
of the neighbours would 
object to needed rental 
housing if the building was 
three storeys housing 12 
units, as would be allowed 
under the original zoning.

“It’s too high. It doesn’t 
fit,” he said of the four-sto-
rey version.

He also took issue with 
a twice-repeated line in 
Vink’s report: “The addi-
tional units will increase 
the economic viability of 
the project for the owner to 
undertake.”

“When did it become the 
concern of planning about 
the return on investment 
from anyone? That stinks,” 
said Ireson.

Councillors eventually 
voted unanimously in fa-
vour of the project, with 
Coun. Scott McMillan 
noting that changes were 
made from the original 
plans in order to address 
concerns raised by the 
neighbours.

“Certainly not everyone’s 
going to be happy, but it 
seems like a genuine effort 
was made.”

 APARTMENT: Developer scales back plan after input
FROM 01

alarm system gets switched 
on when it is not needed or 
when it is actually unhelp-
ful. The words or phrases 
we use can help to keep 
the alarm quiet or at least 
turned down. However, 
the opposite is also true: 
they can turn on the alarm. 
Adults feel very respon-
sible for children’s safety, 
but sometimes that leads 
them to use words that may 
make children nervous. 
They may also remind 
children about safety more 
often than is needed,” the 
guide advises.

The document also in-
cludes a five-step plan to re-
duce school return-related 
anxiety. The plan suggests: 
identifying the goals for 
returning to school, accept-
ing the child’s feelings, and 
teaching the child different 
coping strategies and mak-
ing a step-by-step plan to 
reach the goal and, lastly, 
using the various coping 
methods discussed to work 

the child through each step. 
The idea is easier said than 
done and will require prac-
tice and patience; however, 
there is not much time until 
returning to the classroom.

The next section of the 
guide is helping children 
manage their feelings. 

“The onset of a new 
school year can trigger 
many different emotions: 
worry, anger, sadness, 
excitement. Children will 
need time, space, guidance 
and support to recognize, 
identify and manage their 
feelings. Back-to-school 
nerves are common. Ner-
vousness comes with new 
opportunities and new 
adventures. If children are 
feeling nervous it is likely 
because they are facing new 
and unpredictable chal-
lenges,” the guide explains.

Lastly, the document 
gives a significant focus on 
practice. 

“Throughout our lives, 
we have often heard the 
saying ‘practice makes 

perfect.’ This is also true of 
learning coping strategies 
and learning to handle our 
difficult emotions. This sec-
tion shares different ideas 
or situations where coping 
strategies can be practiced 
and lead to overcoming 
school avoidance. Practice 
relaxation strategies and 
positive thoughts.” 

It is also suggested that 
parents help their child 
practice leaving the house, 
being apart from their 
family, and taking a trip to 
school.

Now that the WDRSB has 
made wearing masks man-
datory for all ages, parents 
need to give their child 
time to get used to the ad-
justment, said Russell.

“Originally, the ministry 
had indicated that masks 
would be mandatory for 
grades 4 and up. But our 
trustees last week made the 
decision at the board table 
to have them be required for 
all grades unless they have 
an exemption,” she said.

 BACK TO SCHOOL: Board sets out safety protocols
FROM 01

Council this week approved official plan and zoning changes to allow an apart-
ment building on lots at 44 and 46 Church St. W. in Elmira.  [DAMON MACLEAN]
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Wayne & Cheryl would like to 
thank everyone for their 
business and friendship 
over the last 10 years.

We wouldn't be Scrubbles without you!

7-112 Oriole Parkway, Elmira | 519.210.9274 
 www.scrubbleslaundry.ca

Farewell  
Pizza Party 

Sunday August 30th, 1-4 pm 

It will be outside, so social distancing can be observed.

Come and say goodbye, share some 
memories and meet the new owners

Free pizza 
and pop.

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.caCall or Email 
to Reserve

Featuring mouthwatering Steaks, 
Chicken and our famous Back Ribs

Vegetarian offerings available. Inside seating available.

BBQ Night Live 
Patio

Reservations Recommended! Pricing from $18 - $27

Friday Sept. 4, 
5pm - 8pm

$3.29

TURKEY SAUSAGE 

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$3.99 /lb

CLOSED THUR. SEPT. 3RD FOR THANKSGIVING 

DELI SLICED 

REGULAR BOLOGNA     

$4.99
/lb Reg.$6.19 /lb

PLAIN AND GARLIC 

/lb

erties in two different 
areas – four properties are 
located in a row, while one 
is isolated. All areas are to 
remain unidentified, the 
township says.

Slated to get underway in 
the spring of 2021, the new 
eradication program will 
run over the course of five 
years at a cost of $60,000 
annually. Under the plan, 
Myles will institute a com-
bination of treating proper-
ties, baiting and extractive 
trapping with frequent 
monitoring. 

Only the exteriors of 
homes will be addressed, 
with some spray treatment 
being done in affected 
basements of highly af-
fected properties. Home-
owners will be responsible 
for the expenses related to 
termite control inside their 
houses.

“It’s [a combination of] 
baiting [and] trapping. It’s 
[comprised of] treating 
outside structures – so it’s 

treating decks and sheds 
and retaining walls and 
things like that. There’s 
also the yard waste clean-
up, which is a big part of 
the program,” said Heu-
chert.“So that is coordinat-
ed very early on in the pro-
gram, and it’s really to get 
rid of mulch and wood that 
are good places for termites 
to live. You want to clean 

[made] something that 
people will use, and our 
hope is that as people pur-
chase the shirts and start 
wearing them that they’ll 
start taking pictures and 
using the hashtag. [Hope-
fully by doing this they 
will] build up some public-
ity around it, because it is 

 T-SHIRTS: Sales raises money for the Woolwich Residents Support Fund
FROM 03 a very cool shirt.”

Bauman says the health 
and wellness committee 
came up with the initia-
tive as a way to help with 
COVID-19. They decided 
to run with the idea, and 
three months' work was 
done to get the shirts 
created. Eventually after 
discussions with the com-

mittee of the whole, the 
slogan which would be 
used was chosen and in-
ventory was brought in so 
sales could begin. 

Shirts are now available 
for the foreseeable future 
at three locations: the 
administration office (24 
Church St. W, Elmira), Fat 
Sparrow Group (1396 King 

 TERMITES: Woolwich moves to get control over infested areas in township
FROM 03

up the yards first, get rid 
of the mulch that termites 
like to live in [and] the piles 
of deadwood, clean that 
all up. And then after that, 
they can start treating and 
trapping and all that.”

Borate spray and rod 
treatments will also be 
completed by a third-par-
ty company hired by 
Myles. Borate rods will 

be installed in exterior 
structures such as fence 
posts and retaining walls, 
borate spray treatments 
will be done in woodsheds, 
garages, and basements – 
which will only be accessed 
by Myles and his selected 
treatment company to treat 
subfloors, headers and 
joists. 

Heuchert says Myles 
comes with a great success 
rate and he is confident 
that this will work to help 
control the population of 
termites and rid the affect-
ed properties of them once 
the program is complete.

Also coming in the fall 
will be a bylaw which will 
regulate prevention and 
control of termites. Proper-
ty owners will be required 
to treat properties, remove 
infested materials and 
repair structural damage 
where termites are present. 
The type of mulch that is 
able to be used will also 
be stipulated under this 
bylaw.

Dave Heuchert is Woolwich's chief building official. [SEAN HEEGER]

Waterloo Regional Police 
have been notified of a 
potential scam in which 
an individual posing as an 
employee of Elmira’s RPM 
Construction is attempting 
to gain access to people’s 
homes.

The company last week 

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

AUGUST 18

■ 4:12 PM | Waterloo Re-
gional Police responded to 
the area of South Field Drive 
and Union Street in Elmira 
for a collision involving two 
vehicles. The driver of a 
white utility van was trav-
elling west on South Field 
Drive when it was struck by a 
black sedan travelling south 
on Union Street. The driver 
of the black sedan stopped 
at the stop sign, but failed 
to yield to oncoming traffic. 
The driver was charged with 
‘fail to yield to traffic on a 
through highway.’ No injuries 
were sustained. 

■ 8:26 PM | Police respond-
ed to the area of Kramp Road 
and Victoria Street North 
near Breslau for a report of a 
disturbance. The complainant 

Elmira company warns of potential scam, police investigating

posted an alert online, 
noting it had become 
aware that a woman in 
her 50s wearing and RPM 
Construction shirt and 
accompanied by a man 
in a white car had been 
going door to door claim-
ing to be employed by the 

company. They are asking 
to enter the house and 
check for mould in the 
attic.

“Do not let them enter 
call the police, we have 
contacted the police de-
partment to make them 
aware of the situation we 

apologize for this and are 
not sure how this individ-
ual gained possession of 
our company clothing,” the 
company said in its online 
posting.

The case is currently un-
der investigation by Water-
loo Regional Police Services.

advised that they observed 
two individuals involved in 
a physical altercation. Upon 
arrival, police did not locate 
any individuals matching the 
description. Anyone with 
information is encouraged to 
contact police. 

AUGUST 20

■ 3:18 PM | A single-vehicle 
collision brought police to 
Church Street and Robb Road 
in Elmira. The driver of a red 
Nissan was travelling east 
on Church Street   when they 
struck the center median. The 
collision caused moderate 
damage to the vehicle. The 
driver was charged with 
‘careless driving.’ No injuries 
were reported. 

AUGUST 21

■ 11:39 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to Hopewell Creek Road in 
Woolwich Township for a 
single-vehicle collision. The 
driver of a Ford Focus was 
travelling on Hopewell Creek 
Road, attempting to pass 
another vehicle, when they 
lost control. The vehicle left 
the roadway and rolled over 
in the ditch. The collision 
caused extensive damage 
to the vehicle, though no 
one was injured. The driver 
was charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

AUGUST 23

■ 2:20 PM | Two vehicles 
collided at the intersection 
of Arthur Street and Listowel 
Road in Elmira. The driver of a 
black Acura was exiting from 
a private drive and travelling 

east on Listowel Road when 
they struck a silver Chevrolet 
pickup truck that was travel-
ling east on Listowel Road. 
The driver of the black Acura 
was charged with ‘fail to yield 
from private drive.’ No injuries 
were reported. 

AUGUST 25

■ 2:32 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded to 
Listowel Road west of Elmira 
for a collision involving a 
white GMC pickup truck and 
a herd of horses. The driver 
of the truck was travelling 
north on Listowel Road when 
a herd of horses ran across 
the roadway. One horse was 
euthanized at the scene 
as a result of the collision. 
The driver sustained minor 
injuries, and the vehicle 
sustained extensive damage. 

What concerns you, concerns us.
Write a letter to the Editor about current 
events or something you've read within our 
pages. Start the conversation.

St. N, St. Jacobs), and the 
Elmira Farmers’ Market, 
held on Saturdays in the 
parking lot behind the 
township office. 

Shirts for adults cost $20, 
while youth sizes are $15. 

More information can 
be acquired by contacting 
Bauman at rbauman@
woolwich.ca.
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A minority government, but no time for an election
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

If a federal election were 
held today, Justin Trudeau 
would be in the best position 

to fight that battle. A Leger poll 
released this week shows 38 per 
cent of decided voters would 
vote for the Liberals, compared 
to 30 per cent for the Conser-
vatives, 18 per cent for the NDP 
and six per cent for the Greens.

Trudeau tops most of the cate-
gories as respondents judged the 
party leaders for communication 
skills, caring, charisma, decisive-
ness and intelligence. Perhaps 
not surprisingly given the num-
ber of ethics issues involving the 
government, the NDP’s Jagmeet 
Singh leads when it comes to 
honesty and integrity.

For the most part, the poll is 
good news for Trudeau and not 
uplifting for newly minted Con-
servative leader Erin O’Toole, 
who finished well behind both 

Trudeau and Singh in most cat-
egories – in judging who would 
keep Canadians safe from a 
second wave of the coronavirus 
pandemic, for instance, 39 per 
cent picked Trudeau, while 13 
per cent said O’Toole.

Undertaken just as the Conser-
vatives were choosing O’Toole as 
their new leader, the poll found 
37 per cent of respondents were 
less likely to vote for the party 
with him at the helm versus 13 
per cent who said they’d be more 
likely to do so. Overall, most 
Canadians simply don’t know 
anything about him.

O’Toole’s unknown status is 
likely to be a factor in reducing 
the likelihood of another elec-
tion this year. Trudeau is set to 
table a throne speech when the 
House resumes September 23 
following a prorogued session. 
As the resultant vote would be 

a confidence matter, there’s a 
chance the minority government 
could fall, though it’s likely none 
of the parties wants to rehash 
last year’s election battle.

Finances are a concern for all 
parties so quickly after the last 
election, especially for the NDP. 
For the Conservatives, they’d 
certainly like more time before 
throwing O’Toole into the fray. 
The Green party is still searching 
for a new leader. The Liberals 
might like to take a shot at a 
return to majority status, taking 
advantage of the goodwill their 
handling of the crisis might have 
engendered, but an election in 
the midst of the COVID-19 pan-
demic isn’t likely.

We need only look to the 
south to see what kind of wrench 
the coronavirus situation has 
thrown into the electoral pro-
cess. There’s no way we want to 

go down that road if it can be 
avoided. For election-oriented 
entertainment, a Canadian 
election couldn’t compete with 
what’s going on in the U.S., even 
though much of it leaves us 
scratching our heads on this side 
of the border.

Canadians certainly have 
more pressing priorities than 
dealing with an election cam-
paign, virtual or otherwise.

That said, Elections Canada 
has been preparing should a 
confidence vote send us back 
to the polls. The agency has put 
together an internal task force 
to ensure the voting remains 
"accessible, safe and healthy" 
for electors and workers. That’s 
likely to include more voting by 
mail, an option that will certain-
ly be met with much less vitriol 
than in the U.S., where voter 
suppression is a key part of the 

Republican strategy. 
Officials will certainly want 

to avoid having voters stand in 
long lines, increasing the risk of 
transmitting the virus. Mail-in 
voting eliminates that kind of 
risk, with other measures such 
as additional polling stations 
spread out over a wider area 
also serving to lower the risk. 
There are also options for more 
advance polls and/or voting at 
Elections Canada offices. The 
agency says it is exploring a 
range of options, though some 
may require changes to the Can-
ada Elections Act, which falls to 
the House.

Ideally, this will be a non-is-
sue, at least until the pandemic 
has passed. In the absence of 
a move to unseat the minority 
government, Canadians are 
scheduled to vote again on or 
before Oct. 23, 2023.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

In 20 years of writing 
about Russia’s Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin – 

he was completely obscure 
before 1999 – I have never 
before had reason to men-
tion him and Saint Thomas 
à Becket in the same sen-
tence. Finally, however, the 
time has come.

Finnish President 
Sauli Niinistö phoned 
the diminutive Russian 
strongman at the behest 
of German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel last week 
and assured him that he 
was not a suspect in the 
poisoning of opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny. The 
goal, of course, was to per-
suade Putin to let Navalny 
be flown to Germany for 
treatment.

Niinistö is clearly a 
persuasive man, because 

Putin, Navalny, and 
Thomas à Becket

Putin agreed. (Did Putin 
know how long various 
poisons remain in the 
body? Hard to say. He 
was only in the KGB for 16 
years.) Indeed, Putin even 
promised to “get the rat be-
hind this.” Which sounds a 
bit like a Cosa Nostra god-
father on a bad day, but at 
least the man wants to see 
justice done. 

So you can see why the 
late Thomas à Becket, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
sprang instantly to my 

Overwhelmed by sheer entertainment value, the selection of a new Conservative leader suffered a few timing issues.

“Free speech is the cornerstone of any dem-
ocratic society, and fake news is a real and 
serious problem. Our intervention in this case will 
assist the Court in understanding how Canadian 
law recognizes freedom of expression in the 
context of the growing threat of fake news and the 
potential future impacts on the democratic process.”
Brendan de Caires, executive director of PEN Can-
ada, on the Canadian Constitution Foundation’s 
challenge to section 91 of the Canada Elections Act.

Asked “is it appropriate to discuss politics with 
coworkers?" 15% of workers said yes, while 66% said 
“maybe, depending on the situation and the people 
involved. Some 19% say it’s not appropriate. One in 
fi ve men (21%)  say talking politics is appropriate, 
compared to fewer than one in ten women (9%).
Robert Half poll

DYER | 08

GWYNNE DYER
GLOBAL AFFAIRS

VERBATIM THE MONITOR



COMMENT & OPINION  | 07THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2020 |  THE OBSERVER 

LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Having convinced right-wing Conservatives,  
O'Toole now has to sell himself to Canadians

Andrew Scheer having 
been seen as an un-
known who worked the 

convention angles to become 
an ineffective leader who failed 
to capitalize on the weakened 
Liberals in the last federal elec-
tion, the Conservatives last week 
chose an unknown who worked 
the convention angles to come 
the party’s new leader.

Erin O’Toole is known within 
party circles, but didn’t have the 
name recognition of the race’s 
frontrunner, Peter MacKay, not 
that the MacKay brand was stel-
lar. 

O’Toole courted right-wing 
populists and social conserva-
tives to emerge as the winner 
on the third ballot, taking just 
57 per cent of the vote. Seen as 
something of a moderate since 
being elected in 2012 as the MP 
for Durham, he focused on mov-
ing to the right in seeking the 
leadership. His ties to increas-
ingly unpopular positions could 
prove to be a problem, as he’ll be 
defined by those positions to Ca-
nadians to whom he’s otherwise 
an unknown. With the potential 
for an election as soon as this fall 
after Justin Trudeau’s minority 
government delivers a throne 
speech, there may be little time 
for O’Toole to leave any other 
mark.

While right-wing issues may 
play in areas of Western alien-
ation, centrist red Toryism has 
had better luck in central and 
eastern Canada. There’s no path 
to electoral victory that doesn’t 
go through Ontario and Quebec.

Making talking points of 
“cancel culture,” pandering to 
the media and “the radical left” 
might fly in red states south of 
the border, but aren’t likely to be 
a winning strategy in Canada.

While Canada hasn’t suc-
cumbed as deeply to dog-whistle 
politics, such issues are anoth-
er strike against right-leaning 
parties ... or should be, if voters 
weren’t as gullible to manipula-
tion as they are.

Decades of history in this prov-

ince and across the country – and 
more disastrously to the south 
– have shown us that ersatz con-
servative governments routinely 
abandon good fiscal manage-
ment, streamlined government 
and the long-term public good 
in favour of electioneering, mis-
guided ideology and payoffs to 
corporate backers. Just like pret-
ty much every other mainstream 
political party, though often with 
more self-righteous hypocrisy. 

But fear, anxiety and uncer-
tainty can be used against voters. 
We’ve seen that repeatedly in the 
States, but U.S. voters aren’t the 
only weak link. Those Britons 
who voted to leave the EU were 
overwhelmingly those who felt 
marginalized economically and 
culturally, the result of a weaken-
ing economy, lack of jobs, poorer 
prospects and lack of affordable 
housing, much of the blame for 
which was heaped on the EU 

and, rightly or wrongly, on visi-
ble minorities – plenty of people 
aren’t happy with the changing 
face of Britain.

On a larger scale, the “Leave” 
vote was an indictment of global-
ization and neoliberalism. Peo-
ple no longer trust politicians, 
bureaucrats and those labelled 
elites to serve the public good 
– rather, those in charge serve 
themselves and their paymasters. 

A certain number of voters are 
realizing they’ve been conned 
– by politicians of all stripes, ac-
tually,  but the con has been more 
insidious on the right. A few have 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

cottoned on to saying-one-thing-
then-and-doing-the-opposite 
technique, realizing the popu-
lism was BS-ism. All talk and no 
action – certainly not any action 
that was beneficial to the delud-
ed masses.

Again, there’s a simple pattern 
to be found. Right-wing govern-
ments tend to cut spending on 
things we benefit from, spend 
on things we don’t, run deficits, 
privatize assets to the benefit of 
a few supporters and deregulate 
where a watchful eye is needed. 
And that doesn’t even address 
the distasteful fundamentalist 
positions and social conserva-
tism, which have crept into Cana-
dian politics at times.

Taking ideology out of the mix, 
particularly social conservatism, 
would be a boon to Canadians, 
but we still don’t know how a 
Conservative government will act 
once in power. 

No matter what the ideological 
position, parties attempt to gain 
power by saying what they think 
will win them enough votes. 
Sometimes the effort doesn’t 
matter much, as voters are eager 
for a change – look to Ontario’s 
2018 election for a clear indica-
tion of that. But mostly what we 
get are platitudes, misdirection 
and a whole lot of saying-one-
thing-then-and-doing-the-oppo-
site, the latter patently obvious 
with one Donald J. Trump. 

Conservatives, in particular, 
have been guilty of speaking 
untruths to hide their true in-
tentions, a pattern that long pre-
dates Trump’s administration, 
though it does take the cake 
for outright lying. Those who 
vote for right-leaning parties 
usually do so against their own 
self-interest, so it requires a great 
deal of lies, appeals to base in-
stincts (racism, sexism, etc.) and 
fear-mongering, with the three 
usually tied together into a pack-
age, augmented by fraud, voter 
suppression, gerrymandering 
and a host of other anti-demo-
cratic tricks.

Fear-mongering is especially 
effective. It’s responsible for 
Republicans being elected in the 
U.S., for the Brexit fiasco and rise 
of fascist-inspired populism else-
where in Europe. Anti-immigrant 
attitudes are the basis of the fear 
fomented by politicians. Such 
concerns are widespread enough 
to result in electoral victories, as 
right-wing parties are typically 
the beneficiaries.

O’Toole’s acceptance speech 
was far more inclusive and con-
ciliatory than anything coming 
out of the U.S. right, but it will 
be interesting to see if he moves 
the party to the center after cam-
paigning from the right. And 
we’ll be watching to see how be-
holden he is to the more extreme 
elements of the party he courted 
in his bid to claim the leadership.

O’Toole will have to walk a fine 
line between the unpalatable 
positions of those who supported 

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

THE GREAT OUTDOORS

Every outdoorsman gets roped into this one

T here is an old saying 
the purports if you 
give a guilty person 

enough rope they will hang 
themselves. Thankfully, 
this has never applied to 
any outdoors enthusiast 
– mostly because for an 
outdoors enthusiast, there 
is no such thing as enough 
rope. Or, if they are telling 
you a fish story, guilt.

The typical outdoors-
man owns a great variety 
of ropes and collects more 
as the years progress. 
These include anchor 
ropes, tarp ropes, game 
hanging ropes, canoe ty-

ing ropes, boat ropes, pul-
ley ropes, dog ropes, tree 
stand ropes, pack ropes, 
dock ropes, camp ropes, 
general purpose ropes, 
towing ropes, and ropes 
for dragging ice fishing 
sleds or for hanging food 
caches, to name just a few. 

We collect ropes the way 
some people collect post-
age stamps.

Furthermore, we will 
gladly use thick rope and 
thin rope, and ropes of all 
designs, twists, braids and 
materials. So long as it is a 
rope, we are in. Outdoors-
men love rope.

Despite this, in my 
house, Jenn frequently 
points out, “You have way 
too much rope.”

And I tell her it will 
come in handy one day – 
which causes her to laugh 
hysterically.

This is also to say that 
Jenn has no clear under-
standing of rope – nor the 
outdoorsman’s sacred re-
sponsibility towards it.

I would venture to say, 
if not for outdoorswomen 
and men, there would be 
no rope industry at all. 
This would make for a 
very different world. One 

in which cartoon villains 
would have to duct tape 
the damsel in distress to 
the railway tracks. And no 
one wants that.

Yet, despite our affinity 
for it, rope is, at the same 
time, an outdoors enthu-
siast’s best friend and 
worst enemy.

It is the former, be-
cause, if you give an out-
doorsman enough rope, 
he or she will spend the 
rest of the day untangling 
it. It is the latter for the 
exact same reason.

The nature of this rela-
tionship doesn’t really en-
ter into it, however. You see 
we outdoorsy types cannot 
resist picking up and feel-
ing the heft of a good rope. 
We have no choice. An 
appreciation of rope is ba-
sically in our DNA.

That is because, from 
an incredibly young age, 
we are taught that rope is 

an essential part of every 
outdoors trip – especially 
if you forgot your belt. 
Among its many import-
ant uses are the role they 
play in creating a clothes-
line around camp for peo-
ple to walk into and for 
its pivotal part in the trip 
hazard formed between 
tents and tent pegs. Also, 
they come in handy when 
you need to restrain the 
person that has discov-
ered both.

Equally important, 
without ropes we could 
not practice tying the 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN
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mind. Putin’s position is 
rather similar to that of En-
gland’s King Henry II, who 
ordered the assassination 
of that martyred cleric by 
accident, so to speak, and 
was then covered by shame 
and regret for his murder 
(or so he subsequently 
claimed).

It was in 1170, and 
Thomas à Becket was be-
ing difficult. He was the 
head of the Church in En-
gland, and he was resisting 
the king’s attempt to make 
the Church courts subor-
dinate to the civil courts, 
which answered to Henry. 
It’s a bit of a stretch, but 
you could say that Arch-
bishop Becket was the clos-
est things in 12th century 
England to the leader of 
the opposition.

Henry II was used to 

getting his way, and in the 
course of one of his rants 
against the cleric he was 
heard to say “Who will rid 
me of this meddlesome 
priest?” Four knights at the 
court, hearing this, decid-
ed that the quickest way 
to rise in the king’s service 
was to go to Canterbury 
and carry out the king’s 
bidding, so off they went 
to do it.

They found Thomas à 
Becket on the altar of his 
cathedral, in front of a 
large congregation, and 
hacked him to pieces with 
their swords. This caused 
a great outcry throughout 
a horrified Christendom, 
and the knights did not get 
their desired promotions. 
Indeed, the king swore that 
it had all been a ghastly 
misunderstanding: he was 
only venting, not giving 

actual orders.
It was all smoothed over, 

as these things usually 
are. The knights fell into 
disgrace, the Church’s law 
courts kept their inde-
pendence, and the king 
did penance: he walked 
barefoot wearing sackcloth 
through the streets of Can-
terbury while 80 monks 
flogged him (gently) with 
branches. 

Could something similar 
have happened in Russia 
last week? It won’t end up 
with Putin barefoot be-
ing flogged by monks, of 
course, but maybe his min-
ions just exceeded their 
instructions? After all, that 
was Saudi Crown Prince 
Muhammad bin Salman’s 
excuse when his hench-

men chopped up journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi in the 
Saudi embassy in Istan-
bul two years ago, and no 
government has officially 
questioned MbS’s word on 
that.

The problem in Putin’s 
case is that this is not the 
first time: becoming the 
leader of the opposition 
in Russia automatically 
invalidates your life in-
surance policy. Navalny’s 
predecessor Boris Nemtsov 
was shot dead within sight 
of the Kremlin five years 
ago, and Navalny himself 
is partially blind in one 
eye as the result of a 2018 
attack.

Moreover, poison is a fa-
vourite tool of Putin’s secu-
rity services. Critical jour-

DYER:  Putin's opponents have a long history of winding up dead, poisining being a common method
FROM 06 nalist Anna Politkovskaya 

survived a poisoning at-
tempt in 2004 (she was lat-
er shot to death). Defector 
Alexander Litvinenko was 
poisoned with polonium 
in London in 2006. Dou-
ble agent Sergei Skripal 
and his daughter nearly 
died from a nerve agent in 
Salisbury, England in 2018, 
and the Russian would-be 
assassins were caught on 
CCTV.

Maybe the boss doesn’t 
sign off personally on each 
of these attacks, but it is 
very hard to believe that he 
doesn’t know what is going 
on. The Russian count-
er-claim that all these in-
cidents are actually ‘prov-
ocations’ staged by hostile 
Western intelligence ser-

vices is quite implausible: 
Russia is simply not im-
portant enough to justify 
the scale of the effort that 
would be required.

So what we are left with 
is smaller than it some-
times seems. It’s a great 
state that has fallen into 
the hands of crooks in 
suits – no longer shiny 
suits; sartorial standards 
among the Russian crimi-
nal aristocracy have risen 
dramatically – who occa-
sionally rub somebody out 
to protect their nationwide 
protection racket or just to 
maintain discipline within 
the organization. And they 
only kill other Russians.

Move along, please. 
There’s nothing more to 
see here.

him and a desire to see a 
Conservative government 
elected some day. Position-
ing the party too far to the 
right will likely keep it in 
opposition until such time 
as Canadians really grow 
tired of the Liberals – the 

■ We need to 
move away from 
the growth path

To the Editor,
As one most interested in 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

human affairs, and having 
reached the middle of the 
tenth decade of my life, 
Steve Kannon’s column of 
August 6 relating to a need 
to slow growth or endure 
the consequences matched 
so very well my thoughts 

on the subject.
We live on a planet which 

is finite. We have fouled it 
with land, water, air and, 
yes, even light pollution. We 
have cluttered space above 
our world with thousands 
of satellites and debris. 

My sincere thanks for 
bringing this topic to the 
readers for consideration 
and we hope, not only for 
more discussion, but posi-
tive action.  In view of the 
ongoing extinctions in the 
living world, one might 

wonder not whether, but 
when our rush for growth 
will bring the extinction of 
humans as well. As chas-
tening or frightening as 
that thought might be, it 
cannot be ignored, in my 
view.

Can we recover?  It will 
require much action, and it 
all begins with the individ-
ual. Each one of us needs 
to work diligently toward 
doing our part in that re-
covery.

Ernie Ritz, New Hamburg 

knots that we can rely 
upon in the outdoors right 
up until we need them 
most. For instance, when 
we are tying off our rope 
belts.

Ropes also play an 

 GALEA:  "Give 'em enough rope" is something that's just not possible
FROM 07 integral part in a secret 

fantasy every outdoors-
man harbours. Of course, 
I’m talking about the 
deep-seated desire to pull 
off a dramatic rescue us-
ing nothing but the rope 
we happen to be carrying.

Needless to say, if you 
are only carrying three 
feet of rope, the drama 
suffers substantially.

Why the rescue fantasy?
This is not because ev-

ery outdoorsman wants 
to be a hero. No, it is more 

like he wants to be able to 
look into a news television 
camera and tell the re-
porter, “My wife frequent-
ly complains I have too 
much rope, but I told her 
it would come in handy 
one day…”

 KANNON:  None of the parties is likely eager for a return to the polls
FROM 07 Tories are typically the fall-

back plan for voters.
While Canadians may 

see both the NDP and the 
Green party as offering 
platforms and direction 
superior to the Conser-
vatives, neither is able to 
mount a real run at forming 

a government. The catch-22 
– the majority of Canadians 
won’t vote for the parties 
because they can’t win; 
they can’t win because peo-
ple won’t vote for them – 
has been widely discussed. 
The only option considered 
viable is the Conservative 

party, which historically 
has been the occasional 
counterfoil to a series of 
Liberal governments.

The party and its new 
leader have much to prove, 
though the key factor is 
waiting for the Liberals to 
fumble the ball.

The region plans to mon-
itor outbreaks in schools, 
posting numbers on its 
online dashboard, though 
the details are still being 
worked out.

There are currently two 
active outbreaks in the 
region, one at a long-term 
care facility in Cambridge 
– the region has been 
tracking those since the 
beginning – and another 
at a summer camp. Details 
of the latter are not being 
released due to privacy 
concerns.

“Camps can be relatively 
small in terms of numbers. 
And so, we want to make 
sure we can protect pri-
vacy,” said Wang, noting 
there was just one case re-
ported, not enough to force 
a shutdown.

With schools reopening 
in time with the regular flu 

season, Wang strongly rec-
ommends people receive 
this year’s flu shot. 

Given that COVID-19 
and the flu show many of 
the same signs, Wang asks 
people experiencing symp-
toms of either to continue 
to stay at home and get 
tested. She also notes that 
COVID prevention practic-
es will work in accordance 
with methods to slow the 
spread of the flu.

At midweek, there 
were 35 active cased of 
COVID-19 in the region. 
Of the 1,438 positive cases 
identified since the virus 
was first discovered in 
the area, 1,283 have been 
resolved, a clearance rate 
of 89 per cent. There have 
been 120 fatalities. 

Of the 66,315 tests con-
ducted in the region, the 
positivity rate is two per 
cent.

Neighbouring Wel-
lington-Dufferin-Guelph 
Public Health reported 17 
active cases, with the per-
centage of positive tests 
at 1.2.

That organization is 
also preparing for back-to-
school scenarios.

“Safely reopening our 
schools is only possible 
if our entire community 
acts together to ensure 
the transmission rates of 
COVID-19 remain as low as 
possible in our region. Low 
infections rates will mean 
less chance of infections 
in our schools and more 
resources to manage out-
breaks of the virus. Each 
of us has the responsibility 
to practice good hand hy-
giene, maintain physical 
distancing, wear a face 
covering, download the 
COVID-19 tracking app, 
and avoid large gatherings 

where possible. Plans to 
safely reopen our schools 
can only be as effective as 
our commitment to tack-
ling COVID-19 together,” 
advised medical officer of 
health Dr. Nicola Mercer.

The Ministry of Health 
reported 41,607 cases of the 
novel coronavirus in On-
tario on Wednesday. There 
have been 2,900 deaths 
attributed to the virus, rep-
resenting a mortality rate 
of 6.7 per cent. The min-
istry reports 37,748 cases 
(90.7 per cent) have been 
resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
125,969 confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 nationwide, 
of which 4,829 are active; 
some 112,050 people have 
recovred (89 per cent). 
There have been 9,090 
related deaths, a mortality 
rate of 7.2 per cent.

 CORONAVIRUS:  Numbers remain relatively low across the province, country
FROM 03
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
fi ring? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The federal and provincial governments last week 
announced an agreement with 3M Canada on a joint 
investment to expand a manufacturing facility for N95 
respirators in Brockville, each government putting up 
$23.33 million. The facility will produce 50 million N95 
respirators annually over fi ve years.

Canadian housing prices are anticipated to increase 
by 4.6% in the third and fourth quarters, an increase 
over the 3.7% predicted at the start of the year. The RE/
MAX survey found 32% of Canadians no longer want 
to live in urban centres, opting for rural or suburban 
communities instead. 

MASK MONEY HOUSING SURVEY

M y former stu-
dent, commu-
nications pro 

and now entrepreneur 
Jen Christie opened what 
some describe as a hipster 
pizzeria, called Bonfire on 
Queen, a few months ago 
with her partner in Paisley.

What a challenging time 
to commit to food service, 
when so many are on the 
ropes.

But if you check them 
out on social media (@
bonfirepies), you’ll see 
their community is rallying 

COPING WITH COVID-19

Calvin Knarr of Brenmar Transit is preparing for school to resume next month.  [DAMON MACLEAN]

Province and school boards are making plans for kids to return to classrooms, but transportation sector feels left out

Road ahead uncertain for bus operators

More than 6,200 businesses closed. We need to support local.

ROBERTS | 12

around them.
As well, Bonfire is start-

ing to be a destination for 
aggies, non-metro On-
tarians and day trippers 
from afar. A dozen Google 
reviews gives them a 4.9 
out of five rating. Very en-
couraging.

Their success, and that of 
many other entrepreneurs 
who are boldly sticking 
their necks out to provide 
such services, hinges on 
their endurance and com-
mitment, among other 
factors.

Says entrepreneur Sir 
Richard Branson: “A busi-
ness has to be involving, 
it has to be fun and it has 
to exercise your creative 
instincts.”

And it also has to be sup-
ported by customers. They 

and others like them need 
our support.

By “our,” I mean Ontar-
ians supporting other On-
tarians. 

People from cities with 
the ways and means to es-
cape from their closed-in 
surroundings by taking a 
drive to the country.

People from the country 
visiting other villages and 
towns, for a break. 

And of course people 
from villages and towns 
supporting their own local 
businesses… because when 

the weather deteriorates 
and winter events that usu-
ally attract out-of-towners 
are cancelled because of 
the pandemic, it will be 
local people who make 
the difference, and local 
suppliers who fulfill their 
needs.

A new report from the 
Rural Ontario Institute says 
in April, there were almost 
42,000 active businesses 
outside of metro Ontario. 
That’s 12 per cent lower 
than in January. Nearly 250 
per cent more business – 

about 6,200 – closed in that 
same period than normal, 
either temporarily or for 
good. About 20 per cent 
fewer businesses opened 
than normal. 

In Ontario, the sectors 
with the largest declines 
were accommodation and 
food. Some people, like Jen 
Christie, are bucking the 
trend.

Farmers too are counting 
on local suppliers. Carlie 
Melara, print and digital 
advertising manager for the 

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Provincial plans for send-
ing children back to school 
next month remain in flux, 
with flexibility given to 
school boards and teachers’ 
unions saying measures 
such as classroom sizes 
and improved ventilation 
are inadequate. One cru-
cial piece of the puzzle has 
remained under the radar, 
however: busing.

The private-sector union 
representing some 1,300 
school bus drivers in On-
tario say the sector is being 
overlooked in discussions.

“We’re hearing a lot of 
concerns for classrooms 
and classroom sizes and 
physical distancing. And 
even guidelines that are 
very different from public 
health guidelines for the 
general public, for the edu-
cation system,” said Debbie 
Montgomery, president of 
Unifor Local 4268, noting 
that such safety measures 
don’t seem to apply to bus-
es. “A 72-passenger school 
bus can carry the equiva-
lent of three classrooms, 
and we’re being told its 
business as usual. There’s 
not going to be any applica-
tion of proper guidelines.” 

The union is calling for 
Premier Doug Ford to take 
immediate action to help 
bus drivers and others that 
work in the industry. 

Montgomery said the 
province isn’t applying 
even its growing class-
room-cohort guidelines – BUSING | 12

groupings of 50 elementary 
students could raise to a 
possible 122, for instance 
– to transportation of stu-
dents. She cites one exam-
ple where a driver reports 
receiving a manifest of 74 
students on the bus route.

While physical distanc-
ing is a longstanding part 
of the effort to slow the 
spread of COVID-19, there 
won’t be even a metre of 
space between students 
riding the bus, she sug-
gests.

Those attending Water-
loo Region District School 
Board facilities will be 
required to wear a mask 
when riding buses, unlike 
other parts of the prov-
ince where rules remain 
unclear. When a positive 
case of COVID-19 is diag-
nosed, bus cohorts will be 
reviewed, as will classroom 
cohorts in WDRSB schools. 
The region’s return-to-
school plan claims buses 
will be cleaned frequently, 
but provides no details.

“There seems to be a 
hodgepodge of directions 
by school boards and trans-
portation consortiums as 
to the new responsibilities 
of drivers that certainly go 
way outside what drivers 
feel they’ve been hired to 
do, such as the sanitizing of 
buses [and] giving out face-
masks to children,” said 
Montgomery. 

The province has an-
nounced they will provide 
drivers, monitors and stu-
dent aides with the proper 
personal protective equip-

ment, but details about 
the distribution of funding 
remain unclear. The same 
applies to payments for 
additional work drivers will 
now be required to do. 

Drivers still don’t know 
if they’ll have the authority 

to deny ridership to stu-
dents who appear to have 
symptoms of the virus, said 
Montgomery, adding that 
she’s never been able to re-
fuse a student transporta-
tion in 30 years of driving.

Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, the 

region’s medical officer of 
health, has referred ques-
tions about such issues to 
the school boards.

Meanwhile, an organi-
zation representing school 
bus operators says the 
pandemic and lack of clear 

protocols have created un-
certainty in the industry.

A number of operators 
are understaffed compared 
to a typical year, said Nan-
cy Daigneault, executive 
director of the Ontario 
School Bus Association 
(OSBA).

Daigneault said the 
groups is looking to par-
ents to be patient and help 
prepare their children for a 
new busing environment.

“Right now, we’re asking 
for a little bit of patience 
while all of this is worked 
out with the school board. 
The main thing that the 
parents will want to know 
is [that] the students, when 
they get on the bus, they’re 
going to have to realize 
that the bus drivers are 
going to look different. The 
younger students might be 
alarmed, because they’re 
going to be wearing masks 
and visors and gloves. 
That’s number one. So, par-
ents if they could help pre-
pare their children for that. 
And, number two, that 
when they get on the bus, 
there’s going to be assigned 
seating. And we’re going 
to do everything we can to 
make sure that they all stay 
in the same seat through-
out the year because it’ll be 
easier for contact tracing 
if that’s needed going for-
ward.”

Brenmar Transit Limited 
is now three years into op-
erations. This past year put 
the company in a difficult 
situation when services 

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
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GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

THIS BACK TO 
SCHOOL SAFETY 
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BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
THESE COMMUNITY-
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315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 8am to 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

6344 Line 86, RR#1 West Montrose • 519-669-2129

Swimming Pools • Canoeing on the Grand • Fishing
Children's Play Area • Walk to Covered Bridge

Driving distance to MANY more activities & amenities

www.WESTMONTROSECAMP.com

West
Montrose
Family Camp
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Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.226318 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
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Ready-to-lay-pullets

390 ARTHUR ST. S., 519-669-2015
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• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH
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REMINDER: SCHOOL BUS SEASON IS UPON USREMINDER: SCHOOL BUS SEASON IS UPON US
With the school year about to start back up, the 
Canada Safety Council would like to take this 
opportunity to remind motorists across Canada 
to adjust their driving habits accordingly. 

“Patience, extra attentiveness and situational 
knowledge go a long way toward keeping our 
roads safe for everyone,” said Gareth Jones, 
president of the Canada Safety Council. “It’s 
our responsibility as conscientious road users 
to make sure that nobody is unnecessarily put 
in harm’s way.”

School Bus Safety Tips
Especially in the context of young children, it’s 
not always easy to predict their behaviours. 
A child who is running to catch their bus may 
dart out in traffic unexpectedly, which makes 
defensive driving absolutely crucial. Drive at 
an appropriate speed, be aware of the child’s 
presence and be prepared to stop suddenly. 

The same holds true for school buses 
themselves. It is against the law to pass a 
school bus when its red signal lights are 
flashing. This is true regardless of the direction 

prepared to stop if the bus’ signal lights come 
on. A school bus is also required to stop at 
all railway crossings, so be on the lookout for 
these and prepare accordingly.

Other Modes of Transportation
Transportation of children by school bus is one of 
the most effective and safest methods of travel, 
but many students take an alternate mode of 
transit. Whether they’re arriving to school by 
bicycle, by foot, by public transportation or by 
being driven in a family vehicle, patience and 
vigilance continue to be essential.

Be mindful of the potential for an increased 
presence of vulnerable road users, especially 
at crosswalks, on the roadways and in school 
zones. By being aware of your surroundings, 
you allow yourself the necessary time to react if 
they behave unpredictably.

As with most road safety-related topics, it’s 
through patience and constant attention to 
our surroundings that we’re best able to do our 
part in keeping roads safe across the country. 
Remember to do your part and help children 
arrive to school safe and sound.

in which you are coming, although exception 
is made for oncoming traffic on a median-
divided highway. If you notice a school bus 
approaching, do a quick scan of the area to see 
if there are any children waiting nearby, and be 

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

It’s getting to the time of 
year when many of the 
big runs kick off, raising 
funds for various causes 
and charities. Participants 
across the province – and 
the country for some runs 
– flock to join in with those 
likeminded souls who are 
connecting over a cause 
that is near and dear to 
their hearts. The extent to 
which COVID-19 has affect-
ed these upcoming runs 
has yet to be determined, 
and while many other 
events throughout the 
year have been cancelled 
by the pandemic, groups 
in charge of these kinds 
of fundraisers are forging 
ahead with new and cre-
ative ways to get people out 
to help those in need. 

The Kitchener Waterloo 
Association of Realtors 

Realtors launches week long community run
(KWAR) is one group that 
has taken things in stride 
and come up with some-
thing new. After having to 
cancel their annual golf 
tournament because of the 
pandemic, they came up 
with an event they call the 
Realtor Run. This 5K fund-
raiser is not only the first 
for the organization, it is 
also coming with a creative 
spin to allow for social dis-
tancing and the freedom to 
complete the run over the 
span of a week.

“I really wanted to kick 
off this realtor run and be 
able to still raise funds in 
support of Habitat for Hu-
manity. Each participant 
is asked to choose their 
own route to run their five 
kilometres. They can run 
that route within the time 
period between September 
28 and October 4. They can 
walk it, they can wheelchair 
it, whatever they decide. 

But the main goal of this 
run is to share [and] to 
connect to the communi-
ty – not necessarily to race 
and to be the fastest – but to 
kind of share the great trails 
and areas of the region,” 

said Katrina Snider, events 
and sponsorship manager. 

During that stretch, par-
ticipants are encouraged to 
walk, run, or roll 5K in their 
favourite neighbourhoods 
rather than one mass run 

at a certain location. The 
hope is to connect with 
the community and raise 
awareness – and, of course, 
funds – for the cause.

Snider says she hopes 
this is the first of many 

runs. She wants to be able 
to not only expand the run 
to include a more compet-
itive side, a 10K, or even a 
run for kids, but also see 
the run be adopted across 
more regions. 

The goal is to raise 
$15,000 and have at least 
100 people participate in 
the run. Snider says it is 
open to the community 
and everyone who registers 
pays a fee, while also hav-
ing the chance to collect 
more donations from fami-
ly and friends. 

She also wants people 
to know that this event is 
open to everyone, and if 
they have any concerns 
about going outside to 
compete in the event, they 
can do it in a way that 
makes them most comfort-
able. 

“We’re actually connect-
ed with the rider keeper 

REALTOR RUN | 12

Colleen Koehler, president of the Kitchener Waterloo Association of Realtors, encourages everyone to join the Realtor 
Run. [SUBMITTED]
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25 Years in business means we do it right.

What we ship  >  Anything, any size

When we ship  > Anytime

Where we ship  >  Anywhere in North America

Shipping made easy and affordable.

Call or email us for rate quotes.

Transit times based on LTL shipments 
moving between Canada and the USA 

ALWLWL AAWAW YS IN TOUCHYS IN TOUCHAYS IN TOUCHAAYS IN TOUCHA

3585 Lobsinger Line St. Clements, ON I dti-logistics.com
1-800-266-2671 I rgingrich@dti-logistics.com

We make shipping easy !

USA/Canada and Domestic Shipping
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Air Miles
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RR#1 West Montrose | ON

• Flatbeds 
• 53” Stepdecks
• Local & Long Distance

519-669-3388  | 1-877-711-9677

www.grandridge.ca
Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 

Fax: 519-669-3845
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• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE 

SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT 7055 Wellington Road 12 Drayton On. 

519.638.5870

Providing Service and Repairs to All 
Makes and Models of Trucks and Trailers

DEDICATED TO THE HARDWORKING MEN 

AND WOMEN – DRIVERS, ENGINEERS, 

MECHANICS, DISPATCHERS, LOADERS, 

SERVICE PERSONNEL, DEALERS AND 

MANUFACTURERS – WHO KEEP

OUR WORLD ROLLING!
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app, and that app also has 
an option to be able to kind 
of track your treadmill 
runs. I really wanted this 
to be open to anybody, and 
to everyone. So, I don’t 
want people to be hesitant 
to participate if they don’t 
want to go outside. If any-
body ever does want to par-
ticipate or they’re not sure 
how, then I do urge them to 
reach out to me and then 
I can work something out 
with them and try to figure 

 (519) 669-1588 | 35 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira

Over 40 years’ experience local and long 
distance tank truck transportation. Specializing in heat sensitive 

products & hazardous materials, including hazardous waste

WHERE 
TIRES ARE A 
SPECIALTY
NOT A SIDELINE!

We Stock Farm, Industrial,
Truck, Passenger, and Even ATV
and Lawn & Garden Tires.

WHERE 
TIRES 
SPECIALTY
NOT A SIDELINE!

We Stock Farm, Industrial,
Truck, Passenger, and Even ATV
and Lawn & Garden Tires.

Call Us for Tires!
Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon

oktireelmira.com519-669-3232

35 Howard Ave.  Elmira, ON

FARM • AUTO • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL 
LAWN & GARDEN • ON THE FARM SERVICE

Call us today to book a free assessment!

of WaterlooMathnasium
519-496-6311

www.mathnasium.ca/waterloo
580 Weber St. N., Waterloo, ON

Truck & Trailer Maintenance • Fuel Management System
Quality Petroleum Products • Truck Exhaust Fabrication

Hydraulic Hose Service
25 Earl Martin Drive, Elmira  •  519-669-5377

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

ELMIRA
TRUCK 

SERVICE

halted due to the pandem-
ic. The company provides 
transportation to and from 
school for about 400 to 500 
students in the region and 
beyond. 

According to Calvin 
Knarr, a co-owner/opera-
tor, the initial goal of the 
company was a simple one. 
“We wanted to be able to 
try and create affordable 
transportation for the pri-
vate school sector.” 

As a driver, he said he 
feels the company has 
done everything in its best 
ability to ensure the safety 
of all students and drivers 
like himself. The closest 
contact a driver will have 
with riders is when a pas-

senger boards the bus or 
steps off. 

Although Brenmar has 
been able to retain most of 
their staff during the pan-
demic, “there’s some that 
have expressed concern 
that [if] numbers are going 

to be going up in the prov-
ince that they’re going to 
be more concerned.”

At the beginning of can-
cellations, Brenmar was un-
able to provide its staff with 
funding through the federal 
government’s Canadian 
Economic Wage Subsidy 
as employment levels were 
not stable enough to guar-
antee. Instead, layoffs were 
issued and drivers enrolled 
in Canadian Economic Re-
sponse Benefit (CERB). 

Knarr notes that routes 
in the rural and isolated 
areas is a benefit for Bren-
mar given the pandemic 
concerns, as the small-
town connection ensures 
traceability in the event of 
a positive case.

 BUSING: Guidelines remain in flux, unions pressure gov't
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 REALTOR RUN: A group activity with social distancing

FROM 10 out how to get them to be 
able to participate in this 
run,” Snider added.

Despite the ever-looming 
threat from COVID, Snider 
says she worked to create 
an event that was free from 
problems. 

“We were trying to create 
a COVID-proof event. I re-
ally did not want to spend 
time, money [and] resourc-
es on a charity event and 
then have to cancel it and 
then be caught in the neg-
ative. So, I think the reason 

why we wanted to launch 
this run is because it’s a 
weeklong event, if it’s rain-
ing, you can go the next 
day. Not everybody is ac-
tually going to be running 
from the same start loca-
tion so social distancing 
applies,” she added.

To register or donate 
visit raceroster.com/
events/2020/33146/real-
tor-run. 

Snider can be contacted 
by email at katrina.snid-
er@kwar.ca.

 ROBERTS: Buying local is more important than ever

FROM 09

fruit and vegetable news 
source The Grower, issued 
a message to her industry 
earlier this week saying 
growers are counting on 
their suppliers like never 
before. 

She was focusing on 
hidden services that we as 
consumers seldom consid-
er – storage and containers, 
for example. 

But given that local food, 
depending on the com-
modity, needs to be stored 
after it’s harvested, then 
it needs to be packaged 
for distribution and retail, 
local suppliers are vital. 

Without them supplying 
these services, growers 
have their backs against 
the wall. 

The same goes for any 
service that’s vital for busi-
ness operations.

We know that local food 
is a key driver for con-
sumers (so is price). But 
could that fact be even 
further exploited to help 
local businesses succeed 
during these trying times? 
If someone visits from out-
side the area, odds are their 
trip has been driven by a 
desire to sample that area’s 
local food and beverages. 

You’ve likely seen “lo-

cal” taken to extremes. For 
example, “local” coffee. It 
comes from thousands of 
kilometres away. But it’s 
roasted locally, by local 
people, for local tastes. It 
supports the community. 
As well, if it’s sourced from 
identifiable harvesters in 
coffee-producing regions, 
it could well be supporting 
community members there.  

So let’s give local entre-
preneurs our support as we 
head into one of Ontario’s 
most gorgeous travel peri-
ods. We’re a province rich 
in experiences, and those 
who help provide them 
need our support. 

Keeping students and his drivers 
safe is Calvin Knarr's goal as he pre-
pares his buses for a return to school.



We're in the heart of agriculture 
science and innovation in Canada.
Make a connection to producers, 
scientists and entrepreneurs.
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic protocols, the 
Ontario Federation of Agriculture is switching its 
regional meetings to a virtual format, starting in 
late-summer and early-fall. The organization says 
the change is to ensure we protect the health and 
safety of sta� , directors and members. OFA intends to 
return to regular in-person regional meetings in 2021.
ofa.on.ca/regional-meetings.

Now out, the digital-only 2021 Old Farmer’s 
Almanac Canadian Edition is calling for frigid 
and frosty temperatures throughout most of 
Canada this winter. The exception will be in 
Atlantic Canada and the Prairies, which may feel 
some relief from winter’s chill but, like the rest of 
the country, will see lots of rain, snow, and sleet.
www.farmersalmanac.com

VIRTUAL OFA DIGITAL ALMANAC

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

63 Union St., Elmira
www.rytechmachine.ca

Farmers call on government for support
PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES

More than five months into 
the pandemic, we can start 
to see how life will look on 
the other side. At the gro-
cery store, some changes 
will disappear while others 
will stay with us for the 
foreseeable future.

Food is getting more ex-
pensive everywhere, includ-
ing Canada. We expect pric-
es to increase by four per 
cent. Additional costs these 
days are too much to absorb 

Ontario’s fruit and vege-
table farmers say they’re 
taking an active role in pre-
venting further outbreaks 
of COVID-19 in farm set-
tings, including ensuring 
all agricultural workers 
have access to testing. The 
sector is also calling for 
continued support and 
proactive action by govern-
ment officials and health 
authorities to help keep 
farm workers safe.

Farmers are continuing 
to ensure that farm workers 
are treated with respect 
and dignity, are paid fairly, 
have access to health care 
and benefits, and impor-
tantly, are safely housed. 
Farms, and employee living 
and working conditions, 
continue to be regularly 
inspected by multiple 
agencies and government. 
Seasonal agricultural work-
ers have the same labour, 
human rights and social 
protections as all other Ca-
nadian farm workers.

“The safety of agricultur-
al workers is a top priority 
for us and to enable early 
detection of the virus in 
the workforce, we need to 
ensure ongoing, proactive 
testing,” said Bill George, 
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for farmers, processors and 
distributors.

Financial results were 
impressive for the first few 
quarters, to be sure, but 
sunny days for food com-
panies won’t last. Many 
companies are pivoting and 
trying to reach consumers 
who are looking for new 
options.

The food-service in-
dustry is barely at 60 per 
cent of what it was before 

COVID-19.
But things are starting 

to pick up and consumers 
are finding new ways to 
get food by adopting fresh 
habits.

Prices for products like 
beef have gone up by as 
much as 20 per cent since 
January. Some factors have 
nothing to do with the pan-
demic, but COVID-19 un-
questionably didn’t make 
things easier for financially 

insecure consumers.
Food security was a chal-

lenge in Canada even before 
COVID-19 and the pandem-
ic has made matters worse. 
The ratio of Canadians 
who have experienced food 
insecurity at least once in 
the last 12 months went 
from one in eight to one in 
seven. That means almost 
700,000 more Canadians 
have now experienced food 
insecurity.

That’s why organizations 
like Second Harvest and 
Food Banks Canada play 
such a critical role. No 
government programs, not 
even the Canadian Emer-
gency Response Benefit 
(CERB), can help Canadians 
so quickly. And given that 
CERB will end in Septem-
ber, we desperately need 
food rescuing for those in 
need. 

Perishables are more in 

fashion since we spend 
more time in the kitchen. 
Staying at home will result 
in consumers processing 
their food more often. 
Non-perishables were high-
ly popular at the start of the 
pandemic, but consumers 
got more acquainted with 
ingredients they can cook 
in recent months. With 
more people working from 
home, or from anywhere 

Here’s why things will never be the same at the grocery store

to the same ethical and 
legal standards as any 
regular farm employer.

“During the pandemic, 
domestic food security is 
more important than ever, 
and therefore we must all 
work together to protect the 
food system and our essen-
tial agri-food workers,” said 
George. “Recent outbreaks 
have also illustrated why 
the government needs to 
ensure workers and growers 
are protected financially.”

During these challenging 
times Ontario’s farmers are 
committed to continuing to 
work with government and 
health officials to protect 
the health and safety of 
our essential agricultural 
employees so that they can 
continue to ensure that 
locally grown fruits and 
vegetables are available 
year-round, he added.

The OFVGA is the voice 
of Ontario’s 3,500 fruit 
and vegetable farmers on 
issues affecting the horti-
culture sector. The sector 
grows products in fields 
and greenhouses across 
the province for fresh and 
processed consumption. 
For more information, see 
www.ofvga.org.

chair of the Ontario Fruit 
& Vegetable Growers As-
sociation (OFVGA). “It’s 
vital that government and 
local health authorities 
work with the fruit and veg-
etable sector to continue 
collective efforts to manage 
outbreaks and keep farm 
workers safe.”

The organization stresses 
that farmers remain com-
mitted to:

• Informing workers 

about available testing 
and doing our part to 
make sure workers’ legal 
rights for job protection 
and income protection 
(e.g. WSIB) are respect-
ed if they must be isolat-
ed.

• Continuing to work with 
all levels of government 
to provide COVID-19 
health and safety train-
ing guidelines for farm-
ers and workers.

• Limiting the movement 
of local temporary con-
tract workers from one 
farm to another to re-
duce the risk of commu-
nity spread. This also 
means separating local 
and international guest 
workers to decrease the 
risk of infection.

Growers can do their 
part, but they can’t do it 
alone. Government and 
local health authorities are 

also key to success. That’s 
why the sector is calling 
on government and local 
health authorities to:

• Facilitate the availabil-
ity of province-wide 
proactive testing of all 
agri-food employees 
through expanded and 
consistent deployment 
of on-farm testing re-
sources.

• Ensure workers that 
must isolate, even 
though they test nega-
tive for COVID-19, have 
streamlined access to 
wage compensation.

• Provide financial sup-
port and develop work-
able solutions for farms 
that are ordered to shut 
down and for farmers 
facing economic hard-
ship as a result of such a 
shut-down.

• Deploy resources to en-
force compliance with 
local health unit orders 
to restrict movement 
of local temporary con-
tract workers between 
fruit and vegetable 
farms. 

• Ensure that temporary 
contract agencies com-
ply with Canadian law. 
This includes being held 
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www.cribit.com

519-664-3701

You’ll see the You’ll see the benefitsbenefits

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

 CHARLEBOIS: Grocers facing new pressures, most 
notably the race to provide more online options

FROM 13

but work really, we expect 
to see more consumers buy-
ing fresh more often.

This is bad news for the 
brand companies you find 
in the middle of the gro-
cery store. Portfolios are 
likely to shrink and less 
choice will be offered to 
consumers in months to 
come. Carrying more than 
39,000 food items in one 
store can be expensive, so 
‘less is more’ will be grocers’ 
new motto. And who needs 
Twinkie-flavoured milk, 
really? (Yes, it exists.)

Another massive change 
is online food purchasing. 
In just five months, we’ve 
seen many markets in Can-
ada go from being severely 
under-served to being 
offered several options. Li-
quor stores, specialty stores 
and, of course, mainstream 
grocers are delivering food 
within hours, sometimes 
even faster.

It’s now normal to let a 
stranger pick your food. 
If you live in a city of over 
200,000 inhabitants in Can-

ada, it’s also very reason-
able to expect your online 
order to be delivered within 
two hours, with little or no 
substitutions. That’s the 
new benchmark.

Instacart, Voilà by Sobeys 
and Longo’s in Ontario are 
all looking at new standards 
and expectations. Orders 
are being fulfilled with ac-
curacy rates higher than 95 
per cent.

In 2017, grocers got their 
wake-up call when Amazon 
acquired Whole Foods. But 
still these grocers barely 
committed to online deliv-
ery. We saw the timid emer-
gence of clicks and collects 
everywhere, which was 
nowhere near good enough 
for pandemic-stricken 
households.

Now, the online game is 
on. Of all food sales, online 
purchases were under two 
per cent before the pan-
demic. But by the end of 
this year, online food sales 
could reach almost four per 
cent. Canada is catching 
up – the United States is at 
seven per cent while the 

United Kingdom is at 10 per 
cent.

However, if you do order 
online, expect to pay more. 
On average, including de-
livery fees, consumers will 
pay seven to 10 per cent 
more for delivered food 
compared to a regular visit 
to the grocery store.

That’s quite a difference 
and is perhaps problematic 
for those who are stuck at 
home, for one reason or an-
other. The disabled, elderly 
and people in self-isolation 
are compelled to pay more.

That may seem unfair, 
but the socio-economics 
of home food delivery will 
evolve and likely become 
more competitive.

As for the glass barriers, 
arrows on the floor, masks 
and cart-cleaning staff, they 
will go away. Maybe. Even-
tually.

Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is 
senior director of the agri-
food analytics lab and a 
professor in food distribu-
tion and policy at Dalhousie 
University.

The federal government 
earlier this month an-
nounced its first-ever pro-
gram to provide millions of 
pounds of surplus food to 
Canada’s most vulnerable 
populations.

The Surplus Food Rescue 
Program is a $50-million 
federal initiative designed 
to address urgent, high 
volume, highly perishable 
surplus products falling 
under fruit, vegetables, 
meat and fish and seafood. 
These surpluses were cre-
ated because the COVID-19 
pandemic largely shut 
down the restaurant and 

hospitality industry, leaving 
many producers without a 
key market for their food 
commodities. 

The program awarded 
contributions to eight or-
ganizations that leverage 
existing food redistribution 
and recovery networks and 
agencies, who will bring the 
food to every region in the 
country. Partners, which 
include leading not-for-
profits Food Banks Canada 
and Second Harvest, and 
La Tablée des Chefs, will 
redistribute products such 
as potatoes, walleye, chick-
en, turkey, eggs, and more. 

In total, the program will 
redistribute approximate-
ly 12 million kilograms of 
surplus food to more food 
insecure families that 
would otherwise have been 
wasted, said Minister of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Marie-Claude Bibeau in 
announcing the initiative.

Food Banks Canada is a 
national not-for-profit orga-
nization that works closely 
with a network of provincial 
associations, affiliate food 
banks, and food agencies. 
With FBC’s coordination 
efforts, more than 3,000 
food banks and community 

agencies distribute food to 
Canada’s vulnerable pop-
ulations, with 1.1 million 
people served in 2019.

“We are very grateful for 
this investment by the fed-
eral government. It lever-
ages the deep supply chain 
expertise and knowledge 
the food banking network 
has, thereby helping those 
in Canada experiencing 
food insecurity in the most 
efficient manner. We are 
thankful for the opportuni-
ty to build deeper partner-
ships within the agri-food 
system as well as helping 
ensure that highly nutri-
tious, available food feeds 
people in need and that 
these resources are stew-
arded responsibly,” said 
Chris Hatch, CEO, Foods 
Banks Canada.

According to Statistics 
Canada, one in seven Ca-

nadians indicated that they 
live in a household where 
there was food insecurity 
over a one month period 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

In 2019, there were 1.1 
million visits to food banks 
and 5.6 million meals 
served on average each 
month. 

The significant disrup-
tions to Canada’s restaurant 
and hospitality industry 
caused by COVID-19 has left 
many producers with sur-
plus food and no way to get 
it onto the plates of Canadi-
ans. The eight partnerships 
announced which involve 
over 100 different organiza-
tions will help farmers meet 
the needs of vulnerable 
Canadians and recover the 
cost of their efforts.

The funding provided un-
der the program is ensuring 

producers and food proces-
sors are fairly compensated 
for their work at the cost of 
production, while growing 
relationships with com-
munity food providers and 
supporting efforts to reduce 
food waste, she said.

“This is a win-win. Not 
only are we helping pro-
ducers who cannot sell 
their goods to restaurants, 
but we are also aiding Can- 
adians that have had to 
seek help from food banks. 
These eight impressive 
partnerships between food 
businesses and not-for-
profit organizations, target 
those food commodities 
that had significant and 
urgent surpluses, making 
a difference both at the 
level of the producer and 
the food bank, from coast-
to-coast-to-coast,” said 
Bibeau.

Federal government launches Surplus Food Rescue Program

100 Union St. Elmira, ON
519-669-0524

For a complete list of tools available visit woolwichrentals.ca 
or email info@woolwichrentals.ca

Down in 
the dumps 
about your 

stumps?

› Stump Grinders
› Water Pumps 
› Wheel Barrows
› Chainsaws
› Wood Chippers
› Aerators

› Blowers
› Trailers
› Aerial Lifts
› Wood Splitters
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Fred Eaglesmith has created a prolific catalogue of 
music praised for its authentic storytelling.  On Sep-
tember 18, Eaglesmith and Tif Ginn are set to release 
a new live album, Alive. The two-disc, 34-track set was 
recorded live from their 2019 concert at Jammin' Java 
in Vienna, Virginia, and embodies their performance 
experience.

The region’s Sandra Dunn, a visual artist and black-
smith, and architect John MacDonald are part of a 
joint venture moving on to the next stage of a design 
competition for the national monument to Canada’s 
mission in Afghanistan, to be located in Ottawa. 

EAGLESMITH ALBUM IN DESIGN

IN THE WORKS

Sean Bertram is in the process of recording his debut full-length album. See video online [DAMON MACLEAN]

The next stop on his musical path

Taking the dialogues from the page to the stage
BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Marion Reidel’s 2019 soph-
omore book Café Conver-
sations contains short sto-
ries to which readers can 
readily relate. Meeting over 
coffee may be a once-com-
monplace activity that’s 
been off the agenda of late, 
but the collection of 30 
unique dialogues easily hit 
home, which makes taking 
them from the page to the 
stage that much easier..

Riedel’s connection 
to Guelph Little Theatre 
(GLT) exists partly through 
her husband, playwright 
Tom Riedel. Marion was GLT ONLINE | 24

assisting with his play, 
Swordfish, as a set-design 
volunteer when she met 
GLT vice-president Judith 
Eden and soon became the 

producer of a new produc-
tion.

“Judith and I met build-
ing the set for that play and 
dressing it. It’s an antique 

store, so we had a lot of fun 
– there are a million ob-
jects on the set to make it 
look like an antique store,” 
said Reidel. The produc-
tion was in its last day of 
design when it was paused 
indefinitely due to the 
coronavirus lockdown.

With the full-sized pro-
duction of Swordfish fro-
zen in time behind theatre 
doors, Eden was searching 
for some way to show the 
community that GLT was 
still active.

“I was looking for some-
thing else to do. There’s a 
lot to do in this building, 
[but] it’s not always cre-
ative unless you’re working 

with someone. And all of a 
sudden, I hear she (Reidel) 
is an author, [which] 
piqued my interest, espe-
cially as she was long-listed 
for the Stephen Leacock 
award for humour,” she 
said.

Reidel was in the top 11 
of 80 authors on the long 
list for the prestigious Ste-
phen Leacock Medal for 
Humour for Café Conversa-
tions, a collection of short 
stories.

Although a full-scale 
production was on Reidel's 
mind, she and Eden de-
cided to narrow down a 
couple of scenes to create 
four vignettes. Running 

around five minutes and 
filmed in just two days on 
a small stage created to 
ensure COVID prevention 
methods, the scenes are 
available on GLT’s YouTube 
channel.

“When Judith went 
through the book, she 
picked out four scenes that 
she liked, and they were 
really well chosen in that 
one featured old ladies and 
one featured a middle-aged 
woman helping a younger 
guy find a job. ... There’s a 
blind date couple, and then 
there’s a longtime married 
couple. So, it’s a nice broad 
spectrum of character 

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

There is a point in life 
when you have to decide 
between pursuing your 
artistic interest as a hobby 
or a full-fledged career. 
Wellesley-based musician 
Sean Bertram arrived at 
that very crossroad when 
in high school. A few paths 
were drawn in front of him: 
a career in engineering or 
biochemistry, or becoming 
a full-time musician. He 
ultimately chose the latter.

“I was like, ‘which one 
pays least? How about let’s 
be a musician,’” joked Ber-
tram. 

The road to musicianship 
was linear for the Wellesley 
resident. Raised by a mu-
sician, his dad, the apple 
didn’t fall far from the tree. 
When he was just 2 or 3 
years of age, Bertram began 
taking percussion classes at 
the Beckett School of Mu-
sic, where children would 
sit in a circle – of those les-
sons, he remembers learn-
ing to clap basic rhythms.

Following the applause 
sessions, at the age of 6, 
Bertram progressed to a 
more sophisticated instru-
ment, piano. 

“I hated [it].” he said. Like 
many children introduced 
to the ivories, he continued 

with lessons for four years, 
until he figured out guitar 
would be a ‘cool’ instru-
ment to pick up.

“When I was 10, my dad 
got me a guitar. And he’s 
told me ‘you know, I didn’t 
think you’d it stick with 
it.’ Because, you know, it’s 
hard. And when things are 
hard, when you’re young, 
it’s like, ‘this is hard. I want 
to quit.’” 

Around the same age 
Bertram first began playing 
guitar, he also started to 
pursue songwriting. Of the 
early songs, some of the 
influences are ‘embarrass-
ing’ dealing with topics like 
“how much it sucks to be a 
12-year-old.” The first cata-
logue consisted of “mostly 
just stupid love songs 
where I didn’t know what 
love was.”

After his life-changing 
decision in high school to 
risk everything by following 
his dreams, he attended 
Humber College for the 
Bachelor of Music program. 

“It was really a long road. 
It was [also] a fun road,” 
he said. The program fo-
cused heavily on jazz per-
formance, where Bertram 
received a two-year crash 
course from his guitar 
teacher who used to teach 
at Berklee. The two-year 
section of the program cul-

minated with a 45-minute 
concert.

Following that, his third 
and fourth year focused 
on artist development and 
resulted in a four-hour 
session, which helped with 
the recording of his first 
EP. The EP was named 
‘The Right Place’ and was 
recorded in the attic along-
side his father. 

Following that recording, 
Bertram also released Echo 
another EP just this year on 
May 1. The track ‘Against 
My Will’ won Bertram an 

Pink Floyd,” he explained.
“I love putting inter-

ludes and spoken word 
[components] in between 
the tracks and connecting 
things because my songs 
are all pop-ish, about more 
or less similar things. So, 
it’s not like it’s going to be 
another story, but I want 
to connect things similarly 
with things that are said 
[related] concepts, similar 
themes.”

Three themes are prom-
inent and reoccurring on 
the album: loss of love, 
independence and self-dis-
covery, growing as a person.

His father’s impact on 
his musical career can be 
found in the influence of 
artists such as John Mayer, 
Jamie Cullum and Ander-
son Paak, from whom he 
takes aspects and tries to 
reflect in his own produc-
tions. 

Like many artists, Ber-
tram finds it difficult to 
describe himself by a genre 
tag. “I always want to say 
I’m beyond genre,” he said 
jokingly. “I guess it’s kind 
of pop rock a little bit, 
with some jazz and funk 
influences. I’m kind of like 
the mixture between John 
Mayer and Jason Mraz.”  

Bertram’s musical cata-
logue can be found at sean-
bertrammusic.ca.

Wellesley’s Sean Bertram, having already garnered recognition for his work, is getting set to release his debut album

award through the Inter-
Continental Music Awards 
for the best song in North 
America. Two of the tracks 
also made it as finalists for 
the category.

Bertram now has plans 
to release his debut full-
length album in the final 
quarter of the year. Cur-
rently, he’s spending his 
days perfecting the new 
self-titled LP.

“It’s not a phobia of si-
lence, but when there is 
music not playing, I don’t 
like it – it feels uncomfort-

able.” He has been filling 
the void by working on 
tracks for eight to 10 hours 
a day.

Bertram assures the new 
album will have a little bit 
of everything. “I’m re-re-
cording some stuff for my 
very first album, full band 
with some new production 
techniques. New writing, a 
little bit new performance 
stuff. I like throwing in 
interludes. I love concept 
albums, especially newer 
ones... or [classics] like 
Dark Side of the Moon [by] 

Guelph Little Theatre staying busy with filmed vignettes taken from Marion Reidel’s Café Conversations

Marion Riedel and Judith Eden on the set of Guelph Little Theatre's production 
of Café Conversations.  [DAMON MACLEAN]
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Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads
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                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
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                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
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Kitchen Cabinet Installer
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

Kitchen Cabinet Production Designer
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

finishes and installs high quality custom cabinetry 
and solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are 

located in the town of Drayton.

At Woodland, one of our core values is Respect. Respect 

for our team members and respect for our customers. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Production Designer
to join our team. In this position, you will be using Cabinet 
Vision software, to create detailed shop drawings, CNC files 

and production cut lists. In this position you would be 
reporting to our Engineering Manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet Building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet Install experience will be an asset
• Cabinet Vision Experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

Experience:
• Cabinet Vision: 1 year (Preferred)
• Woodworking: 1 year (Preferred)

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and growing 
company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 4

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.
Bartender required to provide our guests 
with beverages in an efficient manner, 

while maintaining a positive and 
cooperative attitude.  

Must be of legal age and have 
Smart Serve Certification.  

Previous serving experience required.

  Ability to multi-task. 

Job description and details 
available upon request.   

Bartender Required

Send resume by September 4, 2020 to
 

Royal Canadian Legion, 
P O BOX 123, Elmira, Ont. N3B 2Z5   
or elmirabranch469@gmail.com

LIVE AUCTION SALE
Of

Compact tractor, Pontiac Bonneville, 
woodworking tools, shop tools,  

riding mower, household goods & 
miscellaneous items, to be held at  

8037 Wellington Rd. 7, Mapleton Twp.  
(2 miles north of Drayton, or 3 miles West of 
Parker), for Ed and Gladys Diefenbacher, on

SATURDAY, SEPT12TH @ 10:00 A.M

TRACTOR & MISC. ITEMS: Montana 
R3644 – 4wd diesel compact tractor, 38hp, 
loader, 5 ½ft. bucket, 330 hours, 1 owner, 
excellent.  1992 Pontiac Bonneville SE, 4 
door, light blue, stored inside winters, runs 
good, 285,000km, selling as is. Agco Allis 
1616H riding lawn mower, 1 yr. old 18hp 
engine, hydrostatic, 42in. cut, rear bagger, 
good. Meteor 5 ½ ft. 3ph snow blower, hyd. 
auger, good.  Champion hyd. wood splitter 
on trailer, 22 ton, 196cc engine, splits up to 
24in., like new.  3ph pto cement mixer.  6ft. 
3ph scraper blade.  12in. 3ph post hole auger.  
JD 10 estate type dump trailer. Snowmobile 
trailer.  Master 13kw pto generator, good. 
Paddle boat. 2500lb. pressure washer (220). 
Dolmar chain saw. Poulan P3314 chain 
saw. New electric chain saw sharpener. 2 
– Echo SRM-2100 string trimmers.  60 gallon 
upright stationary air compressor (220). 
Craftsman 6hp 25in. snow blower. Delta 10in. 
Contractors Saw ll, with Delta Precision Saw 
Guide & worktable. King 6in. jointer. Delta 
compound mitre saw.  Radial arm saw. Cutoff 
saw. Mastercraft belt/disc sander. Forney 
F-225 welder. Floor model drill press. 4 X 
6ft. worktable (design table) with florescent 
lighting & glass top.  3 ½ X 5 ½ ft. design table 
(florescent lighting). Anvil (welded to stand). 
Battery chargers (1 – heavy duty). Electric 
fuel pump. Wrench sets. Jet ¾ in. socket sets. 
Bottle jacks. Axle stands. Power nailers. Air 
impact. Lots of hand & power tools. Bolt bin 
(full). Alum. ext. ladders. Odd lumber. Corian 
pieces. 9ft. overhead door. Scrap metal plus 
a large wagonload of shop related items. 
HOUSEHOLD:  4pc. maple bedroom suite 
(double).  ¾ iron bed.  Chest of drawers.  Chest 
freezer.  Bar fridge.  Floral patterned loveseats.  
Upholstered chair. Sewing machine cabinet.  
Microwave. 10 stacking chairs.  Wilton small 
electric organ. Weslo Cadence 860 power 
tread mill, quilt frames and stands, plus a 
wagonload of household goods.
IMPORTANT NOTE – A well-kept 
lineup that will not disappoint!! See  
www.gerberauctions.net for photos. 
TERMS – Cash, debit, major credit cards 
(3% charge), or cheque with I.D. All payments 
to be made day of auction.  
SALE ORDER – Wagonloads, household, 
larger tools, larger miscellaneous items, 
followed by car & tractor. Proprietors and 
auctioneers not responsible for accidents 
day of auction.  
COVID NOTE – Where possible, one 
member per family and interested buyer’s 
only. Use proper social distancing practices 
at all times. Face masks required as per 
Wellington County policy. If you are feeling 
unwell, please refrain from attending.
PROPRIETORS – Ed and Gladys Diefenbacher 
– 519-638-2858

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

AUCTION

WORD ADS 
CONTINUE PG 19

IN PRINT. 
IN DEPTH. 
ONLINE.

100% LOCAL

Metal/Fibreglass Sander
Job involves sanding and �nishing parts by 
hand and with power tools in preparation 
for painting. Ef�ciency and attention to 

detail are two key requirements. Experience 
is preferred, but not essential.

Now Hiring for a
Full-time Dayshift Position 

Email your resume with 
employment references to:

brian@elmirastoveworks.com 
or drop it off in person at 
285 Union Street, Elmira 

Attn: Brian  

We are accepting applications for a 

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

WE ARE LOOKING FOR 
A TRUSTWORTHY, 
nurturing and active 
nanny available near 
Elora. I have five boys 
ages 13-4. Available to 
work part-time days. 
Looking to hire ASAP. 
Must have your own 
transportation. Call 519-
835-1634.

FOR SALE

LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35.  
519-635-8737.

FOR SALE

OLDER HOSPITAL BED 
$100; COMMODE $50; 
dresser with mirror, chest 
of drawers $100 firm for 
pair or best offer. Phone 
519-664-2176.

AUCTIONS

LIVE AUCTION SALE 
OF GALLOWAY CATTLE 
herd, NH TS 115A trac-
tor, machinery, Maver-
ick livestock trailer, & 
miscellaneous items, to 
be held at 1770 Shantz 
Station Rd. Woolwich 
Twp., 1 ½ miles east of 
Kitchener on Victoria St. 
(Highway 7) then South 
on Shantz Station Rd., for 
Weide Lea Gardens, on 
Saturday, August 29nd @ 
10:30 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451.

AUCTIONS

LIVE AUCTION  SALE 
OF COMPACT TRAC-
tor, Pontiac Bonneville, 
woodworking tools, 
shop tools, riding mower, 
household goods & mis-
cellaneous items, to be 
held at 8037 Wellington 
Rd. 7, Mapleton Twp. (2 
miles north of Drayton, or 
3 miles West of Parker), 
for Ed and Gladys Diefen-
bacher, on Saturday, 
September 12th @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451 or 
698-0138

HAY & STRAW

STRAW FOR SALE - 
WHEAT AND BARLEY 
straw, 4 x 5 round bales. 
Call Kevin at 519-616-4985.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

their regular schedule. You can still participate in meetings while Council chambers are 
closed to the public: 

• Watch the meeting on YouTube.com (search for “Woolwich Township”) –registration 
not required

• Submit a comment in writing
• Register to make a delegation, attend a public meeting or listen to the meeting 

online or by toll-free phone
For help participating in a remote Council meeting and alternative participation options, 
contact the Council/Committee Facilitator at 519-669-6004.

Meeting Notices: Committee of Adjustment Notice of Cancellation
Consent Application B 5/2020 for Brock and Kelly Anne Lasso, 11 Kraft Drive, has been 
withdrawn by the applicant and the Committee of Adjustment meeting scheduled for 
Monday August 31, 2020 has therefore been cancelled.
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email should you have any 
questions.  Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094  
(Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca  

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are now required in Waterloo Region on transit and in all enclosed public 
places – including grocery stores, retail and places of worship. Children under five and 
people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt from the Face Covering 
By-law. It’s important to show kindness to those who are unable to wear a face covering. To 
make a complaint, call 519-575-4400 or find out more at regionofwaterloo.ca/MaskBylaw. 

Local Business Resources
Local businesses are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in Woolwich 
Township. See who’s hiring on-line today!
In response to COVID-19, the Township’s economic development focus has shifted to:

• helping local businesses access Federal and Provincial financial aids;
• encouraging locals to support local businesses; and
• monitoring the economic impact to support Council decisions.

If you are a food establishment, ask us how you can open or expand patio space. 
For more information or for assistance accessing resources, contact the Township at  
519-669-1647 and ask to speak with the Economic Development & Tourism Officer or 
contact EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
As the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve; the status of facilities and services 
may change. For current information, please see the Woolwich Township website at 
Woolwich.ca or call us at 519-669-1647. For health information, please contact: 

• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400
• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000

Township Office
The Township Office is open for select services. Residents are encouraged to continue 
to use online or phone where possible or to book appointments with staff in advance. 

Fitness - Woolwich Memorial Centre
The Woolwich Memorial Centre is offering limited fitness classes and fitness centre access on 
a pre-registered or drop in, first come, first served basis. Participants should expect a different 
experience as staff ensure that Public health protocols for screening, physical distancing and 
hygiene can be maintained. For more information see:  www.woolwich.ca/fitness

Pool – Woolwich Memorial Centre
Preparations are underway to open the WMC pool for limited programming beginning 
Tuesday September 8th.  Help our staff to best meet your needs by filling out our survey 
at:  https://forms.woolwich.ca/Reopening-Survey/WMC-Pool-Reopening-Poll

Splash Pad
The Elmira Splash Pad is open 11 am – 7 pm daily (weather permitting). Residents 
will be able to access and enjoy the Splash Pad on a “first come first serve” basis 
for a period of 45 minutes, by donation. The splash pad will close for the season on 
September 7th at 7:00 pm.

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage
Please join us on our webpage: Woolwich.ca/StayActive for activities. 

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all open air burning within the Township. Whether you are 
having a small backyard fire or clearing your property of brush, a permit is required. You 
can apply for a permit at Woolwich.ca or by calling 519-669-6022 during COVID-19.

Council Meetings
While Council Chambers is closed to the public, Council will meet remotely following 

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com



18  | CLASSIFIED NOTICES THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2020

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

YOUR BUSINESS  

HERE EVERY WEEK  

DELIVERED TO HOMES 

IN WOOLWICH,  

WELLESLEY &  

WATERLOO.

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

We support our
Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:
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CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

Well appointed 4+ bedroom home w/open 
concept main floor renovated completely 
in 2016.  Lovely ‘white’ cabinetry w/quartz 
counters & island. Pre-engineered hard-
wood flrs. Main flr laundry, rear entry & 2 
pc. Huge great rm with gas F.P. 4 bedrooms 
upstairs with master ensuite & walk-in clos-
et. Party basement with open rec rm, 3 pc 
bath & 5th bdrm or office. Excavated under 
the garage.   MLS  

33 Second St., Elmira

Quiet location in the village of Alma. Well 
maintained side split with many updates 
including shingles, natural gas furnace, 
drilled well & pressure system, replace-
ment windows and oak kitchen w/island. 
Spacious rec room w/gas F.P. Three bdrms.  
Two baths. Finished office in lower level.  
Walk-up to garage. Park-like yard with 
composite deck and interlocking patio. 
Garden shed.  MLS   

22 Rebecca St. W., Alma 

Serene country location surrounded by 
trees. Located between Alma & Salem. 
Practical layout w/2 bdrms on the main 
flr. Dining area & LR w/hardwood. LR has 
doors to composite deck & interlock patio. 
Updated bathrm, main flr laundry, enclosed 
porch at rear. Rec room, two bdrms, up-
dated 3 pce and large utility room down-
stairs. Heated garage. Generator hook-up.  
New MLS $699,000.00

6892 First Line W., Elora

SOLD

SOLD

Julie M. Heckendorn,
Broker

Quiet court location in Elmira. Impressive open concept 3+ bedroom bungalow w/oversized 
principal rooms. Remodelled kitchen with granite, backsplash and ceramic floor. The living 
room boasts a wood burning fireplace with a newer sliding door leading to the deck, patio and 
fully fenced back yard. Enjoy your huge finished recreation room/games area with pool table, 
bar area, plus a 3 piece bath. An office, (4th bedroom), large workshop and the Laundry room 
complete the lower level. The long driveway with oversized garage, allows parking for 8. Call 
today to book your private viewing. MLS# 30824120 

OFFICE (519) 669-5426 | DIRECT (519) 588-7562
EMAIL: Julieheckendorn20@gmail.com

$749,900   3 Blue Heron Crt 

OPEN HOUSE    Sunday 1:00-3:00 PM

Melanie
Beisel

SALES REPRESENTATIVE519-590-0835 • mbeisel@royallepage.ca 

254 ARTHUR ST SOUTH
LOOKING FOR A RARE 
OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE A 
LARGE PROPERTY IN TOWN?  
This 2 storey home built in 
1946, sits on 3/4 of an acre.  
4+bed 2.1 bath, Grande main 
living rooms and some over 
sized bdrms throughout this expansive home, gives it such unique 
character.  Master bedroom has a ceramic walk in shower that most 
homes in the era of building don't include. Laundry is situated on the 
second level close to the bedrooms. Great basement set up with 
hockey flooring for the sport enthusiast, and bright sewing room for 
crafting. Adding to this, the finished attic and room above the garage, 
you will have plenty of space for the whole family.  

$899,000

OPEN HOUSE | SUNDAY  24 PM
COVID SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

 Farm | $2.25 Million
102 acres close to Listowel. 83 workable organic acres, 17 acre bush lot, and a 
3 +1 bedroom ICF constructed home (2009), all on a paved road. Also 2 Coverall 
buildings. MLS. Call Dale Direct. 

Birdland Elmira | $699,000
Desirable location. Great yard, spacious 4 
level backsplit, balcony deck off                                                         
Master, seasonal sunroom, double 
attached, lots of parking, flexible closing. 
Lots of storage, sauna, and room for an 
office to work from home. Additional 
parking at side for trailer. MLS Call Dale. 

Elmira | $489,000
All brick 3 bedroom steps to the downtown. Parking at the side and at the rear. 
Great opportunity.  MLS Call Dale

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

$949,000$949,000

Elmira - A piece of Paradise!!! This Impressive 6 
bedroom, 4 bathroom home is tucked away on a 
quiet cul-de-sac in the peaceful town of Elmira. The 
main floor is open concept with a newer kitchen, 
laundry, full bathroom, main floor master bedroom 
with walk-in closet and full ensuite bathroom. A few 
steps up will lead you to an addition above the 
garage with two bedrooms and a full bathroom. The 
finished basement is equipped with two bedrooms, 
a full bathroom, a wet bar, wood burning fireplace 
and a walk-up access leading to the resort-like back 
yard. In-law potential!!! Loads of parking in your 
oversized double garage and driveway. Enjoy your 
summer days entertaining on your two tier deck 
overlooking sprawling gardens, gazebos, grass to 
play and your own extra large heated in-ground 
pool. You won't want to miss out on this one!!! $599,900$599,900

Elmira - This one of a kind home has been been extensively 
renovated including a large addition with quality finishes 
throughout. The Olympia Kitchen has loads of cabinet 
space as well as granite countertops and an island. With 4 
bedrooms, including the walk up finished attic and 4 
bathrooms, there is tons of space for your large family or 
even 2 families to live together. The addition done in 2016 
includes a main floor master bedroom with ensuite bath, 
main floor laundry as well as a second set of washer and 
dryer on the 2nd floor, upper kitchen and family room as 
well as a stunning 6 piece bathroom. Engineered hard 
wood & tile floors with LED lighting throughout the whole 
house. All plumbing and electrical updated. Two Furnaces 
and air conditioning units. Walk out to the rear deck to 
enjoy your private back yard that extends well beyond the 
trellis in the trees. Note: This is a single family dwelling and 
being sold as one. Do not miss out!

Coming 
Soon! 
Elmira

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

SELLING? 
CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
AGRICULTURAL SPRAY LIME, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING DELIVERED BY 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

OAT & PEAS FOR FORAGE 
COVER CROPS - CALL GEORGE 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

SEED WHEAT AND FERTILIZER 
COMPETITIVE PRICING. RYE 
seed, winter barley. Hard red 
wheat, Gallus. Soft red wheats 
Branson, Measure, Marker, 
Emperor and more. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

HORSES

WATERLOO COUNTY HORSE 
SALE TO BE HELD AT OLEX. 
Sat. Aug. 29 at 10 a.m. To con-
sign or for more info call 519-
595-3307.

WANTED

BUYING OLD GOLD, SILVER 
COINS. ALSO SCRAP GOLD, 
dental, broken rings or chains. 
Jewellery, diamonds, vintage wrist 
& pocket watches. Highest prices 
paid. Call Elmira 519-242-6900 or 
gallamore@golden.net. Have a 
mask will travel. Confidential!

TO PERSON ON CHURCH ST. 
ELMIRA WITH MOTORCYCLE 
for sale. Please call 519-699-
4461, lost your number.

AUTOMOTIVE

2011 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 
,178,600KM , 3.6L ,DRIVER 
power seat, power windows, stow 
& go, four snows mounted, DVD 
player. This is a clean, solid van. 
Driven daily. $5400 OBO. Call or 
text 519-502-4158. NO Sunday 
calls, please.

TRADES & SERVICES

CUSTOM APPLE PRESSING & 
JUICE SALES BY APPOINT-
ment. Order early for best avail-
ability. Cedar Ridge Pressing, 
3175 Northfield Dr., 519-669-
3541, Elmira.

WORD ADS  
CONTINUE PG 20

FROM PG 16
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Metzger, John B.
Passed away peacefully on August 
18, 2020 at Red Deer Hospital, AB at 
the age of 77. Loving father of Lavina 
Stewart and Theresa Kvatum. Dear 
grandpa of seven grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. Survived by his 
siblings Abner and Eleanor, Edward 
and Gayle, Isaac and Mary, David and 
Marjorie, Amsey and Eileen, Almeda 
and Abner Martin, Ellen and David 
Krahn. Predeceased by his parents 
John H. and Lovina (Bowman) Metzger. 
A funeral service took place on August 
22, 2020 in Alberta. The service was live 
streamed and may be viewed online at 
www.stettlerfuneralhome.com.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

McKenna, Barbara (Barbie) 

No one knows how much we miss you

No one knows the bitter pain

We have suffered since we lost you

Life has never been the same.

In our hearts your memory lingers

Sweetly tender, fond and true

There is not a day, dear Barbie 

that we do not think of you.

With loving memories 
Mother Barbara Firek and  

son Shane McKenna

In Loving Memory

Celebrating 50 years of Marriage

On August 29th 1970, you were united 
in marriage at Wallenstein Bible Chapel. 

Two years later you would leave for 
Spain on the adventure of a lifetime for 

40 years, doing God’s work there.  

You are a true example to all, of God’s 
plan for marriage: Love, respect, 
perseverance, companionship,  

faithfulness, commitment, sacrifice... 

You have counselled many,  
all to the glory of God.

Thank you for showing us how it’s done. 
May God bless you with many more. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
His love endures forever. Psalm 118:1

For best wishes or information on “card shower” 
please email lesandsharon50th@gmail.com

Les & Sharon Frey

Happy 

65th 
Anniversary

Ruth & Ken 
Reger

From Charlene,  
Kevin & Gary

OBITUARY

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY

IN MEMORIAM

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
2019 Audited Financial Statements
Please take notice that copies of the Township’s 2019 Audited Financial 
Statements are available at the Finance Department, Main Floor, 24 
Church Street West, Elmira, or for viewing and download on the Township’s 
website, at www.woolwich.ca. The statements may be found on the 
website by following the links from “Township Services” to “Budget and 
Finance” to “Budgeting and Reporting”.

These statements have been prepared in accordance with Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles set for Canadian municipalities through 
the Public Sector Accounting Board. 

2020 Tax Rate Information
Please take notice that the Township’s 2020 tax rate information is 
available for viewing at the Finance Department. Tax rate information can 
be viewed on the Township’s website by following the links from “Living 
Here” to “Taxes”. 

Richard Petherick CPA, CMA
Director of Finance & Treasurer

L I N W O O D  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

The Next Linwood Clinic:  
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, September 4th, 2020 
4 – 8 pm 

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across Canada. Because it’s 
something we can do today to help others wake up 
healthier tomorrow.

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Stratford  
500 Wright Blvd
519-271-2111 or 
1-877-699-0601

Listowel
515 Maitland Ave. S
519-291-3276 

Visit southwestvets.ca3000 Ament Line, Heidelberg • 519-699-4646

Steed and
Evans Ltd.

Engineers and Contractors

100% 
LOCAL

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or email  
ron.spncr@gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

KARATE! IN-PERSON & 
VIRTUAL CLASSES 
AVAILABLE SCH-
WEITZER'S MARTIAL 
ARTS Self-defense, 
Self-discipline, Self-con-
fidence. GROUP 
CLASSES FOR AGES 
4 TO ADULT. Taught 
by Renshi Becky Sch-
weitzer, 4th Degree Black 
Belt and World Karate 
Champion. Location 
Heidelberg Community 
Centre - 2915 Lobsinger 
Line, Heidelberg. FALL 
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 
ONLY $90+HST FOR 10 
WEEKS. Special ends 
Aug. 31. Regular price 
$110+HST. Register at 
the Heidelberg Commu-
nity Centre. Aug. 31 from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. or Call 
519-580-1418 or e-mail  
becky_schweitzer@hot-
mail.com

GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE SATUR-
DAY AUGUST 29TH 
2020, 7am-11am 151 
Oriole Pkwy, W. Furniture 
for all rooms barn finds, 
assorted tools, windows, 
school desks, sporting 
goods, kids items clothing.

LARGE GARAGE SALE 
EVERYTHING BABY/
kids; books, toys, home 
decor and more. Sun. 
Aug. 30th, 7:30 a.m. 39 
Mockingbird Dr., Elmira. 
Please wear mask and 
use hand sanitizer.

GARAGE SALES

LARGE GARAGE SALE 
ASSORTMENT OF 
household items, books, 
lawn chairs and more! 
Sat. Sept. 5th, 50 Anna 
St., Elmira. 8 a.m.

YARD SALE - MISSION-
ARY FUNDRAISER. 
Good variety of items 
including furniture. Covid 
19 precautions apply. 
Rain or shine! Fri. Aug. 
28th 3-8 p.m., Sat. Aug. 
29th 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. 13 
Eldale Rd. Elmira.

FROM PG 19

IN MEMORIAM

Kevin Cronin

An Irish Blessing
May the road rise up

To meet you,
May the sun shine

Warm upon your face,
May the rain fall soft

Upon your fields,
Until we meet again,

May God hold you in the 
Palm of his hand

February 4, 1979 - September 1 , 2000

IN PRINT. 
IN DEPTH. 
ONLINE.
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Though the event is on hold due to the coronavirus, 
the Wellesley Township Fall Fair committee plans to 
crown a new fair ambassador. A runner-up in 2019-20, 
Caitlin Livingston will accept the 2020-21 title from 
incumbent Leah Sebben at an outdoor presentation 
on Aug. 31, say organizers.

K-W Oktoberfest will have a di� erent look this year, 
another change due to COVID-19. The event will 
start two weeks earlier than expected, running over 
three weekends as of Sept. 25, switching to a free 
virtual format. Opening ceremonies will stream live 
from the Region of Waterloo International Airport in 
Breslau. There will be no traditional parade this year.
www.oktoberfest.ca

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Most people tend to avoid vehicle maintenance and repairs because 
of the surprise expense and inconvenience they cause.

By looking over your vehicle every visit we are able to prioritize the 
work needed so you can be prepared for future expenses. 

This allows you to always have a well-maintained vehicle without 
putting stress on your budget or your schedule.    

Maintaining your car and your schedule  

FAIR AMBASSADOR VIRTUAL OKTOBERFEST

SOMETHING HOT OFF THE GRILL

Christina Schal and her food truck Berlin 95 will be at the Elmira Farmers’ Market every Saturday serving up German food with a twist. [SEAN HEEGER]

Elmira Farmers’ Market’s hurdle was addressed by the Berlin 95 food truck

What’s market day without options?

SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Stopping by a farmers’ 
market for fresh produce 
and homemade goodies 
is a quintessential sum-
mertime activity. Ditto for 
grabbing a bite to eat while 
you’re at it. Thanks to the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
both were on hold for 
while.

When the Elmira Farm-
ers’ Market reopened, 
there were the kinds of 
changes retail operations 
everywhere had to make, 
and a decided lack of ven-
dors cooking up food. En-
ter Christina Schal and her 
Berlin 95 food truck.

Allan Martin, who 
manages the Elmira mar-
ket, notes Public Health 
department restrictions 

A recipe that will 
make you melt

If the biggest obstacle 
preventing you from 
making homemade ice 

cream is the need for an 
ice cream maker, this rec-
ipe is for you. It produces 
velvety, creamy, scoopable 
ice cream – all by using a 
blender. No ice cream ma-
chine, no churning.

made it difficult for ven-
dors to cook food at the 
market. He tried reaching 
out to a number of food 
trucks to bridge the gap, 
but with limited results. 
When he talked to Berlin 
95 owner Christina Schal, 
she was ecstatic when 
asked by Martin to serve 
customers at the market 
each week; that her food 
is absolutely fantastic is 
what made his decision 
even better, he said.

Now that the restric-
tions have continued to 
ease across all sectors of 
the province and things 
begin to open up a little 
more, food vendors have 
returned to the market in 
Elmira. Bringing an au-
thentic taste of German 
cuisine, the Berlin 95 food 
truck has signed on to be 

the exclusive vendor this 
year. 

Schal and her truck have 
attended for two weeks 
now, and the public’s reac-
tion has been amazing, he 
added.

“The first week she 
served 35 people, the sec-
ond week she served some-
where around the neigh-
bourhood of 60. I’ve had 
nothing but great com-
ments from people that 
have come in and tried her 
food,” said Martin.

Schal put her German 
roots to work in launching 
Berlin 95 just a few years 
ago, bringing authentic 
cuisine with a twist to hun-
gry customers everywhere. 
She originally started with 
baked potatoes, but then 
added in foods such as 
schnitzel, sausage, cab-

bage rolls, roast beef and 
the like. At the farmers’ 
market, she also created a 
different menu – includ-
ing breakfast options – so 
there was something for 
everyone to enjoy. 

“At the market I’m a bit 
more versatile than going 
out ... to the churches or 
community centres or big 
events. So, at the market I 
serve breakfast and I have 
a larger variety of menu,” 
said Schal. “My specialty is 
schnitzel, so we make the 
food, we make the sauer-
kraut and prep them and 
cut the schnitzel. We have 
potato salads and fresh 
salads; I have things for 
the kids as well like chick-
en nuggets and fries. But 
my specialty is German 
food, [and] I Canadianized 

in strawberry jam to make a 
tangy summertime treat.

Strawberry-
Buttermilk No-
Churn Ice Cream

8 to 10 (Makes about 1 quart)
2 cups heavy cream, chilled
1 cup sweetened condensed 
milk
1/2 cup buttermilk
1/4 cup light corn syrup
2 tablespoons sugar
1 teaspoon lemon juice
1/4 teaspoon table salt
1/3 cup strawberry jam

1. Process the cream in a blend-
er until soft peaks form, 20 to 
30 seconds. Scrape down the 
sides of the blender jar and con-
tinue to process until stiff peaks 
form, about 10 seconds longer. 
Using a rubber spatula, stir in 
condensed milk, buttermilk, corn 
syrup, sugar, lemon juice and 
salt. Process until thoroughly 
combined, about 20 seconds, 
scraping down the sides of 
blender jar as needed.

2. Pour the cream mixture into 
an 8.5-by-4.5-inch loaf pan. Dol-
lop jam over the top and swirl 
it into the cream mixture using 
the tines of a fork. Press plastic 
wrap flush against the surface of 
the cream mixture. Freeze until 
firm, at least 6 hours. Serve.

Note: The cream mixture 
freezes more quickly in a loaf 
pan than in a taller, narrower 
container. If you don't have a 
loaf pan, use an 8-inch square 
baking pan.

(For 25 years, confi dent cooks in the 
know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigorously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe 
testers. See more online at www.
americastestkitchen.com/TCA.)

AMERICA'S TEST KITCHEN

SOMETHING TASTY

An ice cream maker 
works by churning a mix-
ture (usually milk, cream, 
sugar and egg yolks) as 
it freezes to keep the ice 
crystals small as they form 
and to incorporate air so 
that instead of a solid block 
of frozen milk, you have 
silky, scoopable ice cream. 
The key to getting the same 
results in your blender is 
whipped cream – or, more 
specifically, the air trapped 
within it. This stands in for 
the air normally incorporat-
ed by an ice cream maker.

In addition to cream 
whipped to stiff peaks, this 
ice cream base requires 
just a few pantry ingredi-
ents. After landing on the 
perfect ratio of two cups of 
cream to 1 cup sweetened 
condensed milk and 1/4 
cup whole milk, we used 
that basic formula to create 
a slew of variations, from 
vanilla and dark chocolate 
to salted caramel-coconut 
and key lime. One of our 
favorites is this strawber-
ry-buttermilk version, 
which blends in buttermilk 
and lemon juice and swirls MARKET | 22
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Join Us Online
Every Sunday

9:15 & 11:00 AM

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Summer Series:
How Can I Keep from Singing?

- The Mountains and Hills Shall Burst into Song

Worship: 9:30am

Service moved on-line
See www.elmiramennonite.ca.

Erv Wiens preaching

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t 

local events that are o� ered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Woolwich Residents Support Fund
On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz 
launched the Woolwich Residents Support Fund 
(WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich Township Coun-
cil. 
The WRSF will initially address the anticipat-
ed unprecedented needs that many Woolwich 
residents will experience due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  However, the WRSF will continue to 
address ongoing needs experienced by Woolwich 
residents long after the pandemic has ended.   
In general, the fund will provide one-time finan-
cial support to an applicant. However, we realize 
that no two cases are the same. Unique situations 
may require further support that otherwise 
would not be accessible for the ongoing needs of 
the individual. 
Prior to an applicant drawing from the WRSF, the 
Fund Review Committee will access other com-
munity services and funds that may be able to 
support and/or provide for the individual.
While eligibility practices and an application 
process are in place, it should be noted that in 
unique, complex, crisis and acute circumstances 
funds may be provided at the discretion of the 
Fund Review Committee, assuming the core cri-
teria of the fund are met.
“What a great example of the barn-raising spirit 
that has always existed in Woolwich,” said Mayor 
Shantz about the Fund during her video an-
nouncement on what would have been the Elmi-
ra Maple Syrup Festival day. 

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.      Community Care Concepts of Woolwich, 

Wellesley and Wilmot
2.     Woolwich Community Services
3.   Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  Woolwich Community
Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, Woolwich 
Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, Com-
munity Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to Wool-
wich Community Services, 5 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the website on 
the WCS Donate page.

Additional information:

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27

 HOT DOG THURSDAYS! JOIN US FOR A FREE HOT-DOG AND 
drink. Grab and go format. Social distancing measures 
in place. Each Thursday in July and August from noon to 1 
p.m. Located at the side of the WCS building. Both meat and 
veggie dogs available.

it, a little fusion with Can-
ada – I added poutine be-
cause the younger genera-
tions grew up with that.”

She says everything 
she serves is big portions 
because she wants people 
to be happy the next day 
while enjoying the left-
overs that they and their 
family may not have been 
able to finish the night 
before. 

Even though she has 
only been out to the mar-
ket a couple of weeks now, 
Schal said she is extremely 
happy with how things 
have gone and continues 

to look forward to her mar-
ket visits. 

“It’s such a nice place 
and the people are so kind 
and so appreciative and 
so happy; it’s a nice way to 
start the day in the morn-
ing and to have a great 
Saturday. I love it there. 
I’m grateful that they all 
were so nice to me and 
accepted me fully coming 
in as a food truck – like all 
the vendors and the peo-
ple that came so far. They 
were so, so welcoming; I’m 
really grateful for that and 
I really hope that this is 
something to do for a long, 
long time,” she said.

MARKET: Making adjustments
in the wake of coronavirus situation

Elmira Farmers’ Market manager Allan Martin has had good feedback since 
bringing in the Berlin 95 food truck.  [SEAN HEEGER]

FROM 21
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Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Chewy candy
5. Grammar topic
10. Sauerkraut
15. Apple spray
16. Tiny Tim's instrument
17. About
18. Bedouin
20. Barely beat
21. Isuzu model
22. Article of faith
24. Common deciduous 
tree
25. Begin
27. Disguise
29. Abominable Snow-
man
31. Bull markets
32. Consumes
35. Permeate
37. "Gotcha"
39. Abbr. after many a 

general's name
41. Half a baby is
42. Domesticating
45. Gold braid
46. Milk-related
48. Bust, so to speak
51. "Absolutely!"
52. Transfer liquid
53. Beginning of a 
conclusion
55. Front part of neck
56. Request
57. Automatic
59. Gangster's blade
60. This always happens 
before noon
61. Costa del ___
63. 12th month of the 
civil, sixth of the reli-
gious year
64. Level, in London
65. Blown away

DOWN
1. "The Joy Luck Club" 
author
2. "Thanks ___!"
3. Notability
4. Swiss capital
5. Arthur Godfrey 
played it
6. A puzzle in this paper
7. Aquatic plant
8. Nerdy
9. Antiquity, in antiquity
11. Carrot, e.g.
12. Passion
13. Deplete
14. Foot
19. Kosher ___
21. Despot's duration
23. ___ of the Un-
knowns
25. Zeno, notably

26. "Comin' ___ the 
Rye"
28. Plant
30. Fine fur
33. Ethereal
34. Overlapping in 
music
36. Cut
38. "Snowy" bird
40. Untidy
43. Above
44. "Little Caesar" role
47. Appropriate
49. "Gimme ___!" (start 
of an Iowa State cheer)
50. Animal house
52. Half mediocre
53. Informal high
54. "Major" animal
58. Rule of resistance
62. Yorkshire river
63. Baseball stat

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain fi ring on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!
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DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I 
am a 39-year-old woman 
and haven't been to the 
doctor for many years, 
other than to get a yearly 
fl u shot. Are there other 
vaccines or tests I'm 
missing by not having 
an annual checkup? Is 
an annual exam really 
necessary if I'm not hav-
ing any health issues?

ANSWER: First, let 
me congratulate you on 
getting your flu shot. 
Not only are you protect-
ing yourself, you're also 
protecting others from a 
potentially lethal disease. 
Reviewing your need for 
vaccines, such as the flu 
shot, as well as discussing 
other tests and screenings 
that may be right for you, 
are all part of an annual 
checkup. That review is 
just one of the many rea-
sons to schedule this im-
portant visit, even when 
you're a healthy adult.

For adults, periodic 
checkups usually involve 
a visit to a primary care 
provider in family medi-
cine or internal medicine. 
For women, a health care 
professional in gynecology 
or in women's health may 
be a primary care provider 
in some cases.

Over the past several 
decades, health care has 
become more centered on 
evidence-based medicine. 
This means that the stan-
dards for providing medi-
cal care should be backed 
by good science and, as 
appropriate.

In a related effort, the 
American Board of Inter-
nal Medicine Foundation 
recently started a cam-
paign called "Choosing 
Wisely" (choosingwisely.
org) that addresses many 
of the potentially unnec-
essary tests that may be 
recommended or consid-

Is an annual checkup 
really necessary?

ered during most medical 
assessments. So the trend 
is to focus on individu-
alized care that a patient 
truly needs, rather than 
one-size-fits-all recom-
mendations.

Although patient-doctor 
interactions are not neces-
sarily measurable events 
that can be documented 
with evidence-based re-
search, most health care 
providers strongly agree 
that regular visits to a pri-
mary care provider help 
build a relationship. And 
that relationship allows 
your provider to offer you 
the best overall care, tai-
lored to your individual 
needs.

At your first visit, you 
and your health care 
provider can review your 
medical and family his-
tory, and based on that, 
along with your age, deter-
mine the interval of regu-
lar checkups, screenings, 
tests and vaccines that's 
right for you. For most 
adults, an annual checkup 
is appropriate. The time 
between visits may be a bit 
longer for younger people 
who have few risk factors. 
But there should never be 
more than three years be-
tween checkups.

Assuming that you have 
no significant medical 
concerns and a relatively 
benign family medical 
history, your provider may 
recommend blood or urine 
tests to evaluate your kid-
neys, electrolytes, blood 
sugar level, thyroid, blood 
counts and cholesterol, to 

name just a few. And you 
may undergo screening for 
conditions such as high 
blood pressure, obesity, 
diabetes and depression. 
You also can take the op-
portunity to discuss any 
personal, medical, social 
or emotional questions 
or concerns that you may 
have.

The visit will involve 
a discussion of cancer 
screenings that may be 
right for you. Common 
cancer screenings include 
tests for breast, cervical, 
colon and skin cancer. 
As mentioned earlier, a 
review and update of rec-
ommended vaccines, such 
as tetanus, diphtheria, 
pneumonia, influenza and 
varicella, will be included, 
too.

Based on findings from 
your examination, screen-
ings, medical history and 
family history, your health 
care provider will assess 
any potential health risks 
you may have and, if nec-
essary, recommend next 
steps that you can take to 
decrease those risks. You 
and your provider also can 
talk about healthy lifestyle 
choices that are a good fit 
for you.

Overall, it is import-
ant to stay up to date on 
all your recommended 
screenings and vaccines, 
and a regular checkup 
will ensure this occurs. 
But more importantly, the 
time spent face to face 
building a relationship 
with your primary care 
provider will allow you 
to create an individual-
ized care plan that meets 
your needs and optimizes 
health outcomes.

(Mayo Clinic Q & A is an educational 
resource and doesn't replace 
regular medical care. E-mail a 
question to MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.
edu. For more information, visit 
www.mayoclinic.org.)
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types,” said Reidel of 
Eden’s choices. 

Not all is fun and games 
in the café, Eden notes.

“Her stories are filled 
with human nature and 
how we relate to each oth-
er, really deeply, not just 
having laughs – examining 
myself.”

When most people read, 
we create our own mental 
image of the characters on 
pages. Usually, the transfer 
from scribe to screen leaves 
a feeling of disconnect; 
however, this was not the 
case for one of Riedel’s 
characters in particular.

“There’s an actor who 
plays a very self-centered 
husband, and he came in 

to hear about the piece to 
[see] … whether he wanted 
to do it. And Judith was 
describing it to them. And 
we said, “well, it’s only sev-
en minutes long. Here’s the 
script…And I swear, this 
gentleman looked at the 
script, and read it cold as if 
those were his words that 
he was making it up. It was 
just fabulous,” said Reidel.

Now in its 85th year, GLT 
continues to create in a time 
of uncertainty. With puppe-
teer MANU scheduled for 
videos in the coming future, 
and a Romeo and Rosslyn, 
most of which will appear 
on GLT’s YouTube channel 
free of charge. 

“[The lockdown has 
been] really hard on 

theatre, period – young 
professional theatres are 
having the same problems 
as this little organization. 
But this organization had a 
whole season set up, and it 
was aborted because of the 
pandemic. So that means 
there’s no money coming 
in the they’re losing con-
tact with their patrons. So 
that’s what this is about 
engaging the actors, the set 
makers, the videographer 
or the lighting guy and 
everything, to keep the cre-
ative side engaged in the 
process, but also to have a 
product to put out so that 
the community knows 
that this organization still 
exists,” said Reidel of the 
video series.

 � GLT ONLINE: Conversations to which we can relate
FROM 15

Working from Marion Reidel’s book, the author and GLT’s Judith Eden developed four vignettes for the produc-
tion. [DAMON MACLEAN]


