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Plans for a new 
rec. facility in 
Wellesley hit a wall

WELLESLEY COUNCIL

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Wellesley’s plans for a new 
recreation centre are in 
limbo after the township 
learned it would not be 
receiving the funding it 
applied for from the feder-
al and provincial govern-
ments.

The township was count-
ing on senior-government 
grants to cover 70 per cent 
of the estimated $22-mil-
lion price tag for a new 
facility. On Friday, officials 
learned the application 
they filed last year didn’t 
make the cut, the Ontario 
Ministry of Infrastructure 
opting against forwarding 
the request for federal re-
view.

“The intake of this fund-
ing stream was highly com-
petitive, and total demand 
reached upwards of $10 bil-
lion against total available 
joint funding (federal-pro-
vincial-applicant) of nearly 
$1 billion,” the ministry 
stated in the notification 
received August 14.

While disappointed by 
the setback, the township 

is continuing to make 
plans for a new rec. facility.

“Although this an-
nouncement is dishearten-
ing, I believe community 
support for this project is 
very strong and we will 
find a way to ensure the 
residents have the infra-
structure we so desperately 
need. I will continue to 
advocate to the federal and 
provincial governments 
for any funding that may 
be available to assist in the 
construction of this recre-
ation centre,” said Mayor 
Joe Nowak in a statement.

The township started 
planning for a new build-
ing after a stopgap repair 
to the roof of the current 
Wellesley arena, which 
had been deemed unsafe. 
When it appeared that the 
arena would be closed in-
definitely, members of the 
community came together 
as the Wellesley Township 
Recreation Centre Adviso-
ry Committee.  The group 
developed a wish list of 
amenities that includes 
an NHL-sized ice rink 
with seating and stand-
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Floradale-area Milky Wave Farm is awash in sunflowers, open to visitors who can pick their own flowers in a fundraising effort for Elmira District Community 
Living. [DAMON MACLEAN]

IN BLOOM

Township learns it was unsuccessful in 
its first application for provincial and 
federal funding for the project

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

A switch to a new provin-
cial system for tracking 
instances of COVID-19 is at 
least partly responsible for 
a small uptick in cases over 
the past week.

How cases are reported 

Tracking system changes see small 
uptick in COVID cases in region
Overall, numbers remain stable and officials dealing with few enforcement issues

has been altered as Waterloo 
Region Public Health adopt-
ed the new province-wide 
system. Where numbers 
once reflected cases in 
the catchment area, for 
instance, the new method 
assigns numbers based on 
a person’s home address. In 
the region, that meant four 

extra cases on the rolls.
“Previously, we had 

reported all cases where 
we were the health unit 
responsible for case man-
agement. Moving forward, 
we will be reporting cases 
where we are the diagnos-
ing health unit based on 
their primary address or 

the address on their health 
card, even though the case 
management may be com-
pleted by another health 
unit,” explained medical 
officer of health Dr. Hsiu-Li 
Wang during a video brief-
ing Tuesday.

“We have seen a slight 
CORONAVIRUS | 02
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ing room for 1,000, eight 
change rooms, space for 
the Wellesley Applejacks, a 
community hall, gym and 
youth centre, as well as a 
number of outdoor fields 
and trails. A location was 
identified on township 
parkland at Queens Bush 
and Hutchison roads.

The idea to build a new 
recreation centre came 
after the current arena in 
Wellesley had significant 
problems with the roof, 
and repairs had to be made 
to ensure that it could con-
tinue to be used. Commu-
nity members quickly got 
together and created the 
committee, which helped 
to plan out what a new 

centre would look like. 
Committee chair Chris 

Martin said he was disap-
pointed by the decision, 
noting he believes the ap-
plication put forward was 
strong and showcased the 
needs of the township.

“We have a strong com-
munity need and not 
getting the grant is very 
disappointing for our user 
groups, for sure. What 
I can say is without the 
funding, or because we 
don’t have the funding, [it] 
doesn’t change the needs. 
So, our needs continue to 
be the same, we just have 
to solve how the township 
and the user groups are 
going to build the project, 
because we still need these 

things for our community 
to be healthy and viable,” 
said Martin.

“I felt very confident 
with our application, I felt 
very confident in the sig-
naling that the ministries 
were giving regarding in-
frastructure funding, and 
I felt [good] because of our 
need [we have in town] and 
the work that the town-
ship and our committee 
has done. For example, 
having land purchased 
and concepts already ap-
proved and some of the 
other shovel ready things 
that the township could 
have done, it put us in a 
very, very strong position. 
I didn’t feel that there was 

 � REC. FACILITY: Township and community organizers 
will continue planning, awaiting successful funding bid
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 � CORONAVIRUS: Public showing some fatigue now
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BY DAMON MACLEAN  
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Plenty of activities are 
going virtual these days, 
but just one is opting for 
“fur-tual” – The Humane 
Society of Kitchener Wa-
terloo & Stratford Perth is 
planning a weeklong event 
it’s dubbed Fur-tual Well-
ness Week.

The event aims to let 
participants learn more 
about animal and human 
wellness, while engaging 
friends and family in a 
fundraising walk-a-thon 
to support local shelters. 
Running September 14-29, 
it will also include a webi-
nar series. 

“Our Fur-tual Wellness 
week is a new creative 
idea that we came up with 
given the situation that’s 
happening in the world 
right now with COVID-19 
– it’s caused us to cancel 
a number of events due 
to social distancing,” said 
Cristina Lopes, community 
coordinator at the Humane 
Society’s Kitchener loca-
tion. “We thought going 
virtual is a super idea for 
us our volunteers and our 
community.”

The program will be 
running in both Kitchener 

Humane Society goes “fur-tual”
 Annual walkathon event part of Wellness Week event

Waterloo and Stratford 
Perth locations, which 
host their own respective 
annual walkathons, which 
typically see people walk-
ing with friends and family 
while gathering pledges to 
support the organization.

“We wanted to keep that 
going,” said Lopes of the 
switch to a digital version. 
“People can now walk in 
the safety of their own 
neighborhood instead of 
coming out to a large event 
and walking as a group to 

allow people to still partici-
pate in their own capacity.”

The new webinar se-
ries is splitting the focus 
between mental health 
and wellness segments 
for owners and pets. “For 
example, we tried to get 
cooking classes, so maybe 
something that’s a little 
bit more healthy that 
people can still make in 
the comfort of their own 
home, and some fitness 
and nutritional tips,” she 
said, referring to Genuine 
Fitness’ session and the 
healthy eating session by 
Chef D TV. 

The headliner for this 
year’s event is former 
Kitchener Rangers captain 
Ben Fanelli, who has used 
a life-threatening brain 
injury as a way of inspiring 
others to keep on going 
through the difficult times 
in their lives, an idea many 
can relate to given the cur-
rent state of the world. 

The webinar series also 
features focus on personal 
fitness classes such as a 
boxing seminar hosted by 
Darkside Muay Thai. 

More information on 
how to participate in this 
year’s event can be found 
online at www.kwsphu-
mane.ca.  

Cristina Lopes is the community en-
gagement coordinator for Kitchener 
Waterloo & Stratford-Perth Humane 
Society.  [DAMON MACLEAN]

increase in the average 
number of new cases re-
ported per week, compared 
to when we experienced 
the lowest number of new 
cases per week, a couple 
of weeks ago. This is what 
we thought we might see 
with our community enter-
ing stage 3 and increased 
numbers of people out and 
about,” she added, attribut-
ing some of the increase to 
COVID-19 fatigue.

Overall, there were 40 
active cases at midweek, 
part of a total of 1,433 since 
the virus was first detected 
in the region back in March. 
Of the cases to date, 1,274 
have been resolved, a clear-
ance rate of 89 per cent.

There have been 119 
fatalities, a number un-
changed from last week’s 
update.

As part of the system 
overhaul, the ages of those 
afflicted with the virus are 
being broken down into 
more categories. What was 
once “under 20” is now 
“10-19 years of age” and 
“under 9.” On the other 
end, “80-plus” is now “80-
89” and “90-plus.” New 
figures show those in their 
20s represent the largest 
number of cases at 223, 
followed closely by those 
in their 50s at 220.

In recent weeks, new 
cases have been found in 
the younger demographics, 
those people who are more 
likely to venture out as 
more parts of the economy 
open up.

While there is more go-
ing on, the region reports 
fewer calls for enforce-
ment, where the focus 
has been on public health 
activity.

“We have noticed a trend 
of things starting to pla-
teau and even go down in 
[terms] of these calls,” said 
Public Health spokesper-
son Julie Kalbfleisch

From August 10 to 16, 
there were 32 complaints, 
three of which required 
site visits and the other 
required education and 
follow-up with the indi-
viduals. Regarding facial 
coverings, there were 36 
inquires, all of which saw 
education and follow-up 
provided. No tickets were 
issued in any of the in-
stances reported.

High on Public Health’s 
agenda is preparing for 
back-to-school time, with 
20 new nurses expected 
to help with the situation. 
With some 200 schools in 
the region, that’s one nurse 
for every 10 schools. With 
only four weeks until the 
date of return (September 
8), interviewing processes 
have begun to fill in these 
positions. 

In Waterloo Region 
District School Board loca-
tions, all students will now 
be required to wear facial 
coverings despite provin-
cial guidance require man-
datory masks for Grade 4 
students and up, a move 
endorsed by Wang, who 
encourages the Catholic 
board to follow suit. 

Wang noted guidance 
on when to keep children 
home when displaying 
symptoms of the virus is 
currently being prepared 
by the Ministry of Health, 
hopefully bringing more 
clarity to parents.

“We used to in our cul-
ture… ‘be strong,’ so to 
speak, and go to work or 
school if we were not feel-
ing well. We need to really 
change our mindset as we 
live with COVID, that it’s 
better for us, it’s better for all 
of our community if we ac-
tually do not try and tough it 
through. If we, on the other 
hand, have a low bar for de-
ciding, ‘no, you know what, 
we’re not going to go to 
work, we’re not going to go 
to school, because we could 

have something and could 
spread it to others.’ 

“So if we have any po-
tential concern about that, 
we should stay at home. 
We should seek testing and 
stay at home,” she stressed.

Following COVID-19 pre-
vention methods remain 
as important as ever, even 
though many of us are ex-
periencing COVID fatigue, 
Wang added.

“I understand the issue 
of fatigue. I don’t have any 
magical solutions, but I 
know that when it becomes 
part of our daily routine to 
put in place those practices, 
it becomes easier for us to 
just do them without think-
ing,” she said. “I’m encour-
aging everyone to… think 
about those measures of 
physical distancing, mask-
ing, and staying at home if 
you have any signs, getting 
tested if you think you 
could be getting ill.”

In neighbouring Welling-
ton-Dufferin-Guelph, the 
numbers continue to remain 
lower, as they have through-
out the crisis. Public Health 
there made masks mandato-
ry in mid-June.

The area reports 16  active 
cases, and 543 cases to date. 
Of those, 490  have been re-
solved showing a recovery 
rate of 90.2 per cent. There 
have been 37 deaths in the 
catchment area.

The Ministry of Health 
reported 40,870 cases of 
the novel coronavirus in 
Ontario on Wednesday. 
There have been 2,793 
deaths attributed to the 
virus, representing a mor-
tality rate of 6.9 per cent. 
The ministry reports 37,126 
cases (90.8 per cent) have 
been resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show 
123,154 confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 nationwide, 
with 9,045 related deaths, 
a mortality rate of 7.3 per 
cent. 

ARENA | 04
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After three months of fundraising, the parents of 
Lucy Van Doormaal have been given good news, as 
the infant has been selected to receive the lifesaving 
drug Zolgensma from the company Novartis/AveXis. 
Lucy was randomly selected in a worldwide lottery 
and will now receive the treatment free of charge. As 
of Aug. 19, more than $2.4 million was raised from a 
gofundme campaign. Parents Laura and Scott do not 
know what will happen with the funds, but hope to 
support the spinal muscular atrophy community. 

The Jeanne Renault Golf Classic, held Aug. 13, raised 
$12,000 for the family violence prevention program 
at Woolwich Community Services. The tournament, 
now in its 15th year, drew 95 golfers to the Conestoga 
Country Club. The tournament is named for Jeanne 
Renault, an Elmira resident who was the driving 
force behind the family violence prevention program.  

From the Aug. 22, 2009 edition of The Observer
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CHANGE OF FORTUNE FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

As with most municipali-
ties, Wellesley has seen its 
finances take a hit due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
Still, the books are rela-
tively healthy at this point, 
reports the township’s 
treasurer.

Theresa Bisch this week 
provided council with an 
update that shows revenues 

Susan Bryant is one of the local activists interviewed in the film. [SEAN HEEGER]

New film documents Elmira contamination issue

Wellesley council finances in good shape, despite virus woes
are about four percentage 
points behind where they 
were at the end of July last 
year – 79 per cent of project 
annual income versus 83 
per cent in 2019 – while ex-
penses were two percentage 
points lower – 61 per cent 
of the budgeted amount, as 
opposed to 63 per cent at 
that point last year.

Overall, the township is 
running a deficit that cur-
rently sits at $24,405, she 

reported Tuesday night as 
councillors met by video 
conference.

“The Township of 
Wellesley is well positioned 
to sustain the COVID-19 
service disruption from a 
cash flow perspective. This 
is due to being in a strong 
cash position entering the 
pandemic, with a signifi-
cant amount of cash in the 
general bank account, held 
in various capital reserves,” 

said Bisch in her report.
Tax revenues remain rel-

atively robust despite coun-
cil’s decision to waive pen-
alties and interest on prop-
erty taxes for the months of 
April, May and June.

Mayor Joe Nowak said 
he thought the situation 
would be a lot worse and 
congratulated staff on a 
job well done for doing 
everything they could to 
mitigate some of the loss 

in revenue. He noted  there 
is still time in the year and 
they need to do account-
ing for those months to be 
completely accurate. 

Last week’s announce-
ment of federal and pro-
vincial funding for munic-
ipalities dealing with the 
COVID-19 crisis is expected 
to help relieve some of the 
stress. Wellesley is slated 
to receive $204,100 under a 
per-capita formula admin-

istered by the province.
Coun. Carl Smit asked 

how that funding would 
help the township to “be 
solid” in the aftermath of 
the lockdown.

Bisch noted that she 
does not yet if there will 
be restrictions on how the 
money can be used, she be-
lieves “it’s going to relieve 
most of the pressures” on 
the township’s financial 
position.

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Documenting both a de-
cades-long struggle to see 
chemical contaminants 
cleanup and “how a com-
munity deals with a prob-
lem that is there forever” is 
the focus of Ron Harpelle’s 
newest film, Toxic Time 
Bomb.

The documentary ex-
plores the impact of the 
decision to bury a veritable 
cocktail of compounds 
on the site of the Elmira 
chemical plant now owned 
by LANXESS.

Discovery in 1989 of 
the carcinogenic NDMA 
(nitrosodimethylamine) 
precipitated the water 
crisis in Elmira, leading to 
the construction of a pipe-
line from Waterloo, which 
supplies the town with 
water to this day. Uniroyal, 
which owned the plant at 
the time, was issued a Min-
istry of the Environment 
control order to remove 
the contaminants from the 
municipal aquifer by 2028, 
though that deadline is 
unlikely to be hit.

Uniroyal Chemical – lat-
er Crompton Co., Chemtu-

ra and now LANXESS – has 
been using a pump-and-
treat process to remove a 
pair of toxins – NDMA and 
chlorobenzene – from the 
groundwater under Elmira. 
As well, there have been 
other chemicals dug up 
from where they’d been 
buried on the property over 
the years – the location at 
one time manufactured 
the now-banned defoliant 
Agent Orange, for instance. 

Runoff from the site 
remains a concern, with 
reports finding levels of 
DDT, dioxins and furans, 
for instance, on the site 
and along the Canagagigue 
Creek.

Activists, many of them 
involved right from the 
start, remain vigilant, not-
ing cleanup efforts have 
been inadequate and push-
ing the MOE to do more. 

Along with documenting 
the environmental issues, 
Harpelle also set out to 
shine a light on the activ-
ists who have been work-
ing for decades to get the 
government and corporate 
owners to do more.

“I have friends that live 
in Elmira [and I] knew 
about the Elmira situation 

and I just decided to take 
a look at Elmira and see 
what the toxic legacy was. 
It didn’t take me long to TOXIC | 05

porations – there’s a small 
number of different com-
panies that own the plant – 
and the government to pay 
attention to the problem.”

He says these are de-
voted people of whom we 
should be proud, and their 
story is really the focus of 
the film. His focus on this 
group of activists comes 
from their determination 
to stay the course because 
things don’t change over-
night and they have not 
given up after decades of 
fighting to impose change 
and bring awareness to the 
problem.

The situation in Elmira, 
while devastating, is not 
unique, Harpelle adds.

“There are something 
like 22,000 toxic sites in 
Canada, and only 8,000 of 
them are monitored. So, 
every community in the 
country has some kind of 
toxic issue – nearby at the 
very least – and Elmira is 
ground-zero for very seri-
ous environmental prob-
lems. So, the people that 
I interviewed, they didn’t 
just go out for a couple of 
weekends and then quit, 
they’ve been doing it for 
30 years [and] they’re to be 

find out that… will be there 
forever,” said Harpelle. 
“But the film really isn’t 
about Agent Orange, in the 

end it’s about the activists, 
a small group of people 
who for 30 years have been 
struggling to get the cor-

Toxic Time Bomb delves into the decades-long history and the local activists who’ve been working on the problem for years
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BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

In a normal year, partic-
ipants would have been 
gathering en masse today 
for the annual Jeanne Re-
nault Golf Classic. This not 
being a normal year, the 
golfing has been spread out 
over the month with the 
same goal of raising money 
for Woolwich Community 
Services’ family violence 
prevention program.

In the past, the event 
has featured a large group 
competing in a best-ball 
format, with the day offer-
ing up contests and prizes. 
That all changed this year 
due to the COVID-19 situ-
ation. 

Instead, throughout the 
month of August, WCS has 
been offering participants 
the chance to golf at Ariss 
Valley Golf Club at a time 
and day of their choosing, 
the competition still there, 
though not head-to-head.

“We decided that… 
during the month of Au-
gust, we would invite our 
golfers to come with a 
foursome or with another 
person on almost any day 
of their choice,” said Leigh-
Anne Quinn, community 
engagement coordinator 
at WCS. 

With the extended ver-
sion of the golf classic, par-
ticipation has been down 
compared to years in the 
past. “We’re still accepting 
registrations so obviously; 
it isn’t as busy as a golf 
tournament would have 
been last year,” said Quinn. 

The event is the largest 
fundraiser for the fam-
ily violence prevention 
program, which has been 
running since 1991. For 
the past 26 years, WCS has 
partnered with a local golf 
course to run the Jeanne 
Renault Golf Classic to 
benefit the program. 

Virginia Logan, the pro-
gram’s director, says fund-
raising is an important part 
of the equation.

“We are funded through 
the Ministry of Community 
and Social Services. How-

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

A provincial push to in-
crease housing stocks 
means municipalities have 
to change zoning rules, 
allowing for the likes of 
duplexing single-fami-
ly homes, adding rental 
space and creating income 
streams for homeowners.

Wellesley puts interim controls on secondary dwelling units deemed too large
The Ontario govern-

ment last fall amended 
the Planning Act to allow 
for the creation of ac-
cessory dwelling units, 
requiring municipalities 
to follow suit. Wellesley 
Township has moved in 
that direction, making it 
easier to gain clearance for 
a secondary dwelling on a 
residential property. But 

as councillors heard this 
week, that’s led to some 
unforeseen, and undesired, 
consequences.

Specifically, the owner 
of a St. Clements property 
is proposing to build a 
detached garage with a 
living unit attached. The 
half-acre site could see 
a living unit up to 1,200 
square feet and a detached 
garage of up to 1,800 sq. 
ft. The combined 3,000 sq. 
ft. would be larger than 
the existing house on the 
property.

“It was not the intent of 
these regulations to allow 
for buildings that were 
larger than the primary 
house and to ensure that 
similar situations do not 

arise again the zoning 
regulations should be 
amended and clarified,” 
said director of planning 
Geoff VanderBaaren in a 
report to council presented 
August 18. 

He recommended an 
interim control bylaw to 
prevent any more such ap-
plications until the town-
ship has time to carry out a 
zoning review that will pre-
vent such large secondary 
dwelling units.

The interim control by-
law means that building 
second detached dwelling 
units within specifically 
lands zoned – settlement 
residential, urban resi-
dential and urban resi-
dential two – would be 

restricted. The bylaw will 
be in effect for one year, 
during which time staff 
will undertake a review of 
the zoning bylaw regula-
tions that pertain to sec-
ondary housing units.

In response to Coun. Carl 
Smit’s question about how 
many households are “in 
the crosshairs” due to the 
review, Coun. Peter van der 
Maas noted no others are 
currently on the docket. 
Avoiding a repeat of the 
St. Clements example is 
what the bylaw is intended 
to cover off, as otherwise 
that property is “good to go 
ahead” under the current 
regulations. 

The regulations were not 
intended to allow for such 

large structures to be built, 
with council passing the 
interim control bylaw to 
ensure that similar situa-
tions do not arise.

Provincial changes to 
the Planning Act allow 
homeowners to create an 
additional residential unit 
in their main residence and 
another unit in another 
building on the same prop-
erty, such as above garages 
or in laneways. The move 
is part of the More Homes, 
More Choice: Ontario’s 
Housing Supply Action 
Plan announced last sum-
mer by the Ford govern-
ment, with widespread 
changes across multiple 
ministries and pieces of 
legislation.

Teeing up something 
different for this year’s 
Jeanne Renault Golf Classic

ever, that’s only about 60 
per cent of our budget, and 
we have to fundraise or get 
donations for at least 40 
per cent of our budget – it 
is probably a bit higher this 
year. Without things like 
a golf tournament and the 
bowl-a-thon and people 
just donating, we would 
not be able to provide the 
services we provide.”

The COVID-19 pandemic 
and resultant lockdown 
has officials concerned 
about an increase in do-
mestic violence, though 
Logan notes WCS went 
through a period of several 
months without receiving 
any new calls. Now that 
aspects of the economy are 
reopening, WCS and others 
are seeing a rise in cases. 
On Monday alone, Logan 
was contacted by three new 
people seeking assistance. 

“I’ve been here in this 
position for almost 20 
years, and I don’t know 
that I’ve ever had a day that 
I had three people calling 
in one day. What I’m hear-
ing from police, I’m hear-
ing from the shelter, fam-
ily and children services, 
everybody’s numbers are 
going up. Because people 
didn’t reach out for two or 
three months at the begin-
ning of all this; I think [it’s] 
because things are opening 
up,” said Logan.

The program supports 
anyone that has experi-
enced family violence or 
is currently experiencing 
it. The majority of those 
that take part are wom-
en, but the program is 
open to helping men and 
connecting children with 
additional supports, in-
cluding connecting people 
with affordable housing, 
Ontario Works and provid-
ing counselling and gen-
eral support amongst the 
many other facets of the 
program.  Each year, the 
family violence prevention 
program assists about 120 
people.

To register for this year’s 
golf fundraiser, visit www.
woolwichcommunityser-
vices.org/golf-classic.

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Not long ago, after a bad 
summer full of gun and 
gang violence in Toronto 
and surrounding areas, 
the provincial government 
committed funding to po-
lice services to combat the 
growing problem. Waterloo 
Region benefitted from 
that investment, helping 
police with needed re-
sources. 

Recently, the Ford gov-
ernment made another 
announcement, investing 
more than $6 million over 
the next three years from 
the Proceeds of Crime 
Front-line Policing grant, 
to combat crime and build 
safer communities. 

Waterloo Regional Police 
Service (WRPS) will receive 
$836,527, which will go to-
wards two projects fighting 
against human trafficking 
and sexual violence. Each 
project will see WRPS part-
ner with various groups.

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris says the 
funding – which comes 
from the repurposing of 
funds forfeited during 
criminal prosecutions – is 
a great way to help redirect 
resources from criminals 

Police receive $837K to combat sexual violence
and back into helping peo-
ple in the community.

“The first [project that 
will be funded] is the sexu-
al violence and harassment 
training and public aware-
ness campaign. And the 
second, which is actually 
a joint project between 
the region and the city of 
Guelph, the title of it is the 
joint human trafficking 
unit. And what that’s actu-
ally going to do is create a 
new four-person unit that 
will include an officer from 
Guelph and officers from 
Waterloo Region, so  it’s re-
ally great to see these types 
of things happening,” said 
Harris. “Obviously, human 
trafficking is kind of a dirty 
little secret of our area, 
being on the 401 corridor. 
A lot of people don’t really 
realize what sometimes 
happens behind closed 
doors and moves through 
our area.”

The Sexual Violence 
and Harassment Training 
and Public Awareness 
Campaign Initiative will 
receive $299,067 for inter-
view training for frontline 
officers who provide the 
initial response to victims 
of sexual violence. WRPS 
will partner with the Sexual 
Assault Support Centre of 

Waterloo Region and the 
Waterloo Region Sexual 
Assault and Domestic Vio-
lence Treatment Centre on 
the three-year educational 
campaign to raise aware-
ness on the issue. 

The second project will 
see the creation of the Joint 
Human Trafficking Unit 
in Waterloo and the city of 
Guelph. Some $537,000 will 
help create a four person 
unit that will include one 
officer from Guelph Police 
Service, two from WRPS 
and a human trafficking 
crisis intervention coun-
sellor. This project will 
be a partnership between 
WRPS, Victim Services 
of Waterloo Region, the 
Waterloo Region Sexual 
Assault and Domestic Vi-
olence Treatment Centre 
and Guelph Police Service. 

Harris says the impor-
tance of this funding is to 
help build awareness of 
these problems that people 
may not know exist in the 
community. 

“If people aren’t aware of 
it, it’s very hard to slow it 
down because people don’t 
know what to look for,” he 
said of human trafficking 
victims. “It could be some-
times very simple cues or 
could be a very blatantat-

tempt to kidnap somebody… 
Having a dedicated team 
that can do that and inves-
tigate, I think is really im-
portant for the region. [With 
these officers] being able to 
dedicate their time full time 
to this type of initiative, 
rather than having to split 
their time with other duties, 
it will allow them to really 
hone in and focus on human 
trafficking specifically.”

WRPS Chief Bryan Lar-
kin welcomed the funding 
from the government and 
hopes to use it to fight 
against trafficking in the 
region.

“We are grateful that the 
Ontario government rec-
ognizes and supports our 
continued commitment to 
public safety for residents 
of Waterloo Region,” said 
Larkin in a release. “This 
investment will ensure our 
service is able to work in 
partnership to detect,in-
vestigate and prevent hu-
man trafficking through-
out Waterloo Region and 
the City of Guelph.It will 
also allow us to provide 
a uniform voice in the 
training of our members 
and education tothe com-
munity on the prevention 
of sexual violence and ha-
rassment.”

any part of our funding 
that or any part of our 
application that was defi-
cient. [There was nothing] 
that had me in any way 
concerned.”

Because the new facility 
is essential, Martin said he 
plans to get the committee 
together to discuss plans 
for moving forward. Right 
now, all options are on the 
table, including building 
the proposed centre in 
stages. 

Danny Roth, Wellesley’s 

director of recreation, 
shared Martin’s assess-
ment of the application 
process and how to move 
forward. He says wheth-
er they have to scale the 
project back or build it 
in phases, the township 
will make decisions on 
the matter in the coming 
months.

Roth said the communi-
ty support is essential in 
moving forward and they 
plan on looking at all fund-
ing options available to 
move the project forward.

“We need the communi-
ty to keep pushing forward 
with this project and to 
show the MPP and MP’s 
offices that there is a need 
in Wellesley Township for 
a community hub like we 
were proposing. We felt we 
had a strong application 
and everything in that 
application came from our 
users. It’s the users that 
really drove this and that’s 
what we need to continue 
to do moving forward is 
have the community and 
the user groups speak their 

mind,” said Roth. 
If the funding applica-

tion had been approved, 
plans were to put shovels 
in the ground and begin 
construction at some point 
in 2021. Roth says as of 
right now it is not looking 
good for construction to 
begin next year, however, 
they are still doing work 
behind the scenes so 
the project can be shov-
el-ready.

Council will hear a re-
port on the status of the 
rec. centre in the fall.

 � ARENA: Current facility still functional, but long-term solution is needed
FROM 02
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(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

Roast Beef & Ham (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

pre-order

reQuired

Friday & Saturday
3:30-7:30pm

Open 
Tuesday - Saturday

Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche, Mac & Cheese, 
Potato Salad, Fresh Peach Pie, Baking & More.

$10.99

PORK SCHNITZEL   

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$12.39 /lb
ST.  ALBERT 

EXTRA OLD CHEDDAR    

$4.99
/lb Reg.$5.90 /lb

BREADED

/lb

The Waterloo Regional Po-
lice Service this week an-
nounced it has joined other 
emergency services from 
across the world with loca-
tion technology app, what-
3words.   

The new technology 
is now available to the 
Waterloo Regional Police 
Service’s communications 
centre and will help first 
responders quickly locate 
individuals in an emer-
gency faster and more 
precisely. 

What3words is a free app 

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

AUGUST 9

 ■ 12:45 PM | Wellington 
County OPP were conducting 
a R.I.D.E. program at the inter-
section of  Speedvale Avenue 
West and Woolwich-Guelph 
Townline when officers 
investigated the driver of a 
pickup truck that entered into 
the checkpoint. Police spoke 
with the driver and detected 
an odour of alcohol on their 
breath.  A roadside screening 
device test was conducted, 
which resulted in a fail.  The 
driver was transported to a 
local OPP Operation Centre 
for further testing. As a result, 
a 50-year-old Guelph man 
was charged with ‘impaired 
operation – 80-plus (mg of 
alcohol per 100 mL of blood).’ 
His license was suspended for 
90 days and his car impound-
ed for a week. He is scheduled 
to appear in the Ontario Court 
of justice – Guelph on Septem-
ber 8 to answer to the charge. 

AUGUST 11

 ■ 8:45 PM | Wellington 
County OPP received a report 
of a break-in that occurred at 
a rural property on Wellington 
Road 109 in the Township of 
Mapleton. Sometime between 
August 9 at 10 p.m. and 
August 10 at 6p.m. unknown 
suspects gained entry into a 
detached garage and stole 
approximately $1,000 worth 
of property which included 
a bicycle, drills, trimmer, 

Police partner with 'what3words' app to locate 9-1-1 callers

download on your mobile 
device that makes it easy 
to communicate exact 
locations. The app works 
offline, making it ideal for 
use in rural areas that may 
have a poor internet con-
nection.

This innovative global 
address system has mapped 
out every three-metre 
square in the world and 
given it a unique combina-
tion of three words, a what-
3words address. 

When someone calls 9-1-
1 for help, they simply open 

the app on their mobile 
phone and read this unique 
three-word combination to 
the police call taker, who 
is then able to locate them 
quickly and send help.

“Our communications 
centre receives approxi-
mately 900 to 1,000 emer-
gency calls per day,” said 
Staff Sgt, Kathy Black in a 
release. “If we are able to lo-
cate someone in need faster 
and send help, we will have 
more time to help the next 
person who needs us.”

WRPS is encouraging 

members of the public to 
download the free app and 
be ready to provide their 
what3wrods address if 
they find themselves in an 
emergency situation.

For people who do not 
have the app installed and 
call 9-1-1 in distress, they 
will be sent a link from po-
lice, which they can open 
on their phone and read the 
three words on their screen 
to the 9-1-1 call taker.

For more information on 
the what3words app, visit 
www.what3words.com.

mini rototiller, circular saw 
and wallet. Any person with 
information regarding this 
incident is asked to contact 
the Wellington County OPP at 
1-888-310-1122.  Should you 
wish to remain anonymous, 
you may call Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or 
submit a tip on-line at www.
csgw.tips. You may be eligible 
for a reward from Crime Stop-
pers of up to $2,000.

AUGUST 12

 ■ 4:53 PM | Waterloo Re-
gional Police responded to the 
area of Nafziger Road in Wilmot 
Township for a collision involv-
ing a dump truck and sedan. 
One of the drivers was charged 
with ‘fail to yield to traffic.’

AUGUST 13

 ■ 3:50 AM | A Wellington 
County OPP officer monitor-
ing traffic and conducting 
radar on Highway 6 near 
Side Road 6 observed a silver 
northbound vehicle travelling 
at a speed that appeared to 
be well above the posted 80 
km/h speed limit. The vehicle 
was locked on radar in excess 
of 155 km/h. The vehicle 
continued northbound with 
speeds fluctuating between 
180-190 km/h as it approached 
Fergus.  The driver shut the 
vehicle lights off and drove 
erratically thru a plaza parking 
lot at the south end of town. 
The vehicle stopped abruptly 

and the driver fled from the 
vehicle.  A brief foot chase 
ensued prior to the driver 
being taken into custody. 
Police detected an odour of 
alcohol and the driver’s breath 
while speaking with them.  A 
roadside screening test was 
conducted, resulting in a warn 
reading. A 21-year-old Fergus 
man was charged with ‘racing 
a motor vehicle,’ ‘BAC above 
zero,’ ‘dangerous driving’ and 
‘flight from police.’ The defen-
dant is scheduled to appear at 
the Ontario Court of Justice 
- Guelph on October 13. 

 ■ 1:25 PM | Wellington Coun-
ty OPP received a theft report 
that occurred at a business 
located on Wellington Road 86 
in Wallenstein. It was reported 
that sometime between July 
31 and August 13, unknown 
suspects entered onto the 
property and stole a blue 2020 
New Holland Boomer 40 trac-
tor with a front loader attached 
valued at $36,000. Any person 
with information regarding this 
incident is asked to contact 
the Wellington County OPP at 
1-888-310-1122.  Should you 
wish to remain anonymous, 
you may call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or sub-
mit a tip on-line at www.csgw.
tips. You may be eligible for a 
reward from Crime Stoppers of 
up to $2,000.

AUGUST 14

 ■ 11:10 PM | A Waterloo Re-

gional Police motorcycle was 
towed to police headquarters 
from Dolman Street in Breslau.

AUGUST 15

 ■ 10:08 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
property damage report. The 
complainant advised that a 
window at his property locat-
ed on Wagler Avenue in Baden 
was damaged. There were no 
witnesses.

AUGUST 16

 ■ 1:28 PM | Police received a 
report of a gas drive off from 
a business on Waterloo Street 
in New Hamburg.   The com-
plainant advised that a female 
pumped gas without making 
a payment. The suspect has 
been described as 40-50 
years old, with a medium 
build, wearing a white top and 
dark pants. The investigation 
is ongoing. 

AUGUST 17

 ■ 3:12 PM | Waterloo Region-
al Police received a report of a 
theft. The complainant advised 
that he had a parcel stolen 
from his front porch on Living-
ston Boulevard in Baden. The 
suspect has been described 
as a white male with dark hair, 
driving a dark coloured sedan. 
The investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information is 
encouraged to contact police 
at 519-570-9777.

Police responded to a two-vehicle collision at the intersection of Southfield Drive and Union Street in Elmira on Tuesday afternoon. The driver of a Subaru travel-
ling on Union Street treated the intersection as a four-way stop, resulting in the collision. There were no injuries. [DAMON MACLEAN]

celebrated really,” he said.
During the 25-minute 

documentary, Harpelle 
discusses the history of 
chemicals made in Elmira 
– one of which was Agent 
Orange, the chemical 
used during the Vietnam 
War – and how they were 
not disposed of properly. 
He talks to activists who 
have been working on the 
cause since the discovery 
of buried chemicals and 
the impacts that have hit 
the town.

Susan Bryant is one of 
those activists that has 
been working tirelessly 
since 1989, advocating for a 
proper cleanup of the con-
tamination. She was ini-
tially shocked at what was 
going on in the town, and 
the contamination only 
made things harder within 
Elmira. 

After all this time, the 
problem still persists as 
the waste has not been 
completely cleaned up – 
something Bryant says may 
never fully happen. She 
says her goal is to see the 
Canagagigue Creek cleaned 

up as much as possible, 
so that the contaminants 
don’t spread and potential-
ly create hazards in other 
areas. 

“What we know is that 
the deposits of DDT and 
dioxin are in a few places 
along the creek; we may 
not have found all the 
hotspots, but there are 
three or four that have 
been identified [and] the 
stuff sits there in the sed-
iment. It’s quite shallow 
in the creek. And then the 
deposits [are] at the bot-
tom of the creek and on 
the edge of the creek. It’s 
not rocket science to get in 
there and scoop out those 
deposits. So, we’re not ask-
ing the impossible, we’re 
not asking that it all be you 
know pristine, because that 
could never happen. But 
we certainly are expecting 
that, finally, the hotspots 
will be cleaned out,” said 
Bryant. 

More information about 
the Sheba Films produc-
tion of Toxic Time Bomb 
can be found at the compa-
ny’s website, www.sheba-
films.com.

 � TOXIC: Documentary explores 
longstanding problem in Elmira
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Morneau takes the fall for Liberals' latest ethical woes
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

Bill Morneau’s decision to 
resign from his post as 
finance minister as well as 

his Toronto Centre seat was the 
right one given the WE Charity 
scandal. Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, caught up in the same 
controversy and also under 
investigation by the ethics com-
missioner, is less likely to follow.

The government had to do 
something in response to the 
situation, as both Morneau and 
Trudeau had too many links to 
the organization even before 
the government awarded it a lu-
crative contract to administer a 
youth program. The contract was 
awarded without a competitive 
bidding process, essentially a 
unilateral decision that would 
have paid WE Charity up to 
$43.5 million to administer the 
$912-million Canada Student 
Service Grant.

While Ottawa has been throw-
ing a great deal of money at 
coronavirus-related relief pro-
grams, the WE Charity deal was 
just not palatable.

While there were issues with 
the program itself and the char-
ity that would oversee the work, 
Trudeau’s close links to the 
organization raised more than 
a few red flags. His wife, Sophie 
Grégoire Trudeau, is an ambas-
sador to the charity. His moth-
er, Margaret Trudeau, earned 
speaking fees of some $250,000 
for WE events between 2016 and 
2020. And his younger brother, 
Alexandre, was paid $32,000 for 
eight events in 2017-18.

Likewise, two of Morneau’s 
daughters were involved in the 
charity, and the minister himself 
went on two junkets – Ecuador 
and Kenya – with them. 

In light of the conflict of inter-

est, the government contract was 
cancelled, but the controversy 
has legs, not blowing over as 
Trudeau would have liked. There 
had been calls for the heads of 
both Morneau and Trudeau. 
That’s one down, but will it be 
enough to quell the unrest?

Trudeau has less wiggle room, 
both because this isn’t his first 
trip before the ethics commis-
sioner and because he heads a 
minority government. He has 
to consider the opposition more 
than he would in a majority sit-
uation. 

Whether the WE Charity deal 
was a form of self-dealing or a 
poor decision given the bad op-
tics hardly matters to Trudeau’s 
opponents, but motivation does 
matter in the public’s judgment 
of his actions. We’ve generally 
been willing to give him the ben-
efit of the doubt. 

It’s not as though Trudeau 
isn’t aware that his actions 
would be scrutinized for ethical 
lapses.

A 2017 report from then-ethics 
commissioner Mary Dawson 
found Trudeau contravened 
the Conflict of Interest Act in 
accepting a vacation on the 
Aga Khan’s private island. And 
in 2019, current commissioner 
Mario Dion found another such 
lapse over the SNC Lavalin affair.

In the latter, more troubling 
case, Trudeau was under scru-
tiny for allegations the Prime 
Minister’s Office put pressure 
on Jody Wilson-Raybould, at the 
time justice minister and attor-
ney general, to essentially drop 
charges against SNC-Lavalin, the 
Quebec-based engineering and 
construction firm. 

Equally troubling, the way to 
circumvent the criminal charges 

related to bribery of govern-
ment officials in Libya – and not 
Lavalin’s first rodeo – was a so-
called “remediation agreement” 
inserted under the radar as part 
of the 2018 budget omnibus bill. 
The new option allows a com-
pany pay fines to compensate 
for any wrongdoings, without 
admitting to such wrongdoings, 
facing a trial or legal convic-
tions. That was no coincidence, 
as Lavalin appears to have lob-
bied the government heavily to 
include that option in the Crim-
inal Code.

The WE Charity issue only 
adds to our mistrust. While he’s 
avoided the kinds of egregious 
missteps we’ve seen in the past, 
Trudeau can only remain tef-
lon-coated for so long. Ethical 
lapses serve only to undermine 
our faith in politics and politi-
cians.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

The ‘two-state solu-
tion’ is still dead.

The deal to open 
diplomatic ties between 
Israel and the United Arab 
Emirates, announced last 
week by Israel’s Prime 
Minister Binyamin Ne-
tanyahu in Jerusalem, 
opens no new vistas for a 
‘just peace’ between the 
Israelis and the Arabs. It 
just repackages the exist-
ing reality.

There wasn’t any possi-
bility of an independent 
Palestinian state in the 
Israeli-occupied territories 
before last week, and there 
still isn’t now. There was 
only a very small chance 
that Netanyahu would 
annex the occupied ter-
ritories to Israel before 
the Israeli-UAE deal was 
announced (although he 

Last days of the  
old Middle East

talked about it a lot), and 
there’s even less chance of 
it now.

No real change on the 
international front either. 
Israel and the Arab coun-
tries are already at peace, 
with the partial exceptions 
of Syria and Lebanon, al-
though few people in the 
region would call it a ‘just 
peace.’ And the UAE has 
already been doing busi-
ness quietly with Israel on 
everything from trade to 
defence planning (against 

Life was much simpler when the choice was about the colour of your duo-tangs.

“The language in the law is so broad that ‘it means 
just what [the CCP] chooses it to mean,’ to quote 
Humpty Dumpty. In other words, anyone can be 
arrested anywhere for anything the CCP chooses.” 

Fraser Institute analyst Fred McMahon notes the 
Chinese Communist Party’s overreach is becom-
ing more extreme.

Under a $16.5-million settlement agreement in a 
class-action suit against Toronto Police for mass 
arrests at the 2010 G20 Summit, some 1,100 people 
will receive between $5,000 and $24,700 per person, 
depending on their experiences. Toronto Police also 
agreed to acknowledge their actions and to change 
how they handle future public protests.

SEE DYER | 08
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Trump shows the benefits of prosecuting wayward politicians

T he focus in the U.S. right 
now is an election 74 days 
away. The Democrats this 

week held a virtual convention, 
officially making Joe Biden their 
candidate for the presidency. The 
entire undertaking was aimed at 
charging Americans to get out 
and vote … against the eminently 
beatable Donald Trump.

While that’s certainly the prima-
ry goal for many Americans, most 
of whom disapprove of Trump’s 
performance, his mismanagement 
and his character, there’s already 
some talk about what happens 
after a Biden win. Specifically, 
about prosecuting Trump for the 
four years of corruption, self-deal-
ing and the harm he’s inflicted on 
the country.

That’s a somewhat perilous 
issue at this point, as it assumes 
actions beyond a Biden win, 
though the first battle is the 
November 3 election. A Biden 
victory will certainly bring calls 
for prosecuting Trump, his fam-
ily, many of his appointees and 
enablers, particularly in the Sen-
ate. That’s understandable given 
the level of incompetence and 
malfeasance that have been daily 
occurrences under the adminis-
tration since it first took office.

Trump has certainly violated 
the law, as well as his oath of 
office. That much is clear. There 
are grounds to prosecute him 
and many in his circle. But there 
will be some hesitation given the 
optics of arresting, trying and 
jailing a former president, as well 
as going after other officials, as it 
will be taken as some as retribu-
tion, not justice. 

Biden himself has acknowl-
edged that issue.

“I will not interfere with the 
Justice Department’s judgment 
of whether or not they think they 
should pursue a prosecution,” he 
said in an NPR interview earlier 
this month. 

But he hastened to add that 
an administration pursuing 
criminal charges against its pre-
decessor would be “a very, very 
unusual thing and probably not 
very, how can I say it? good for 
democracy — to be talking about 
prosecuting former presidents.”

Many people will recognize 
that Trump is an egregious case, 
one that bears prosecution, but 
others will see it as a precedent 
to set off a wave of investigations 
and prosecutions of political op-
ponents. Given the already dys-
functional partisanship in the 
U.S., that’s a fairly safe bet.

On the other hand, there’s con-
siderable danger in allowing crim-
inal activities to slide – it could 
simply encourage more corrup-
tion. There should be accountabil-
ity, with politicians and bureau-
crats paying a heavy price for not 
only direct self-dealing – aka fraud 
and theft – but also for harmful 
policies and poor decisions.

As the Center for American 
Progress notes, “the Trump ad-
ministration is not simply trying 
to skirt the law—it is acting as if 
the law does not apply to it at all. 
If the rule of law is to have any 
meaning, it is incumbent on a 
future administration to make 
clear that it applies to everyone. 
The moral hazard of allowing the 

Trump administration to escape 
accountability would put our 
democracy permanently at risk.”

In Trump’s case, there are 
already numerous state-led 
investigations into his corrupt 
acts, both before and during his 
presidency, so he could end up in 
prison without any action at the 
federal level. But there are others 
in his orbit who may require fed-
eral indictments. 

Despite the political implica-
tions, the public would be better 
served if the politicians and 
bureaucrats are prosecuted to 
the full extent of the law for each 
and every transgression. 

Any hope of regaining even a 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

modicum of public trust starts with 
each level of government introduc-
ing true accountability, which goes 
beyond outright criminality – we’d 
like to assume that’s already being 
rooted out, though that’s clearly 
not the case. The more prevalent 
issues lie with the long list of waste 
and corruption that’s routinely 
reported widely, though often to 
little consequence.

When it comes to political ac-
tion, partisans turn a blind eye 
to all of the negatives, whether 
that’s in support of a particular 
party or a pet project. The rest of 
us look on apathetically, often 
resigned to the fact graft and cor-
ruption abound. A few note that 
incompetence is commonplace, 
from municipal bureaucracies 
through to the boardrooms of 
multinationals.

The only way that’s going to 
change is through the political 
will to push for true accountabil-
ity. The politicians won’t do it, 
however, unless we force them 
to: they’re happy with a self-serv-

ing system that allows unfet-
tered access to the cookie jar for 
themselves and their financial 
backers, as well as no repercus-
sions for poor decisions that end 
up wasting money and harming 
the public, even if self-dealing 
wasn’t involved.

Quite simply, politicians have no 
interest in tightening up the rules 
to eliminate self-interest as a moti-
vation for decision making among 
elected officials and bureaucrats. 
They’ll talk a good game, especially 
in opposition, but really want to 
keep their options open – they 
won’t even entertain rules to keep 
politicians from lying, on the hus-
tings or otherwise.

Politicians write the rules for 
themselves. They prefer no rules, 
but failing that they draft vague 
rules with no enforcement. If 
there must be enforcement, then 
there are no penalties for break-
ing the rules. 

We’re generally more in-
formed, and thus more jaded, 
these days, a cultural shift that 
has naturally led to a lower opin-
ion of those in government.

The key is to generate enough 
public outrage, and then to funnel 
that into action. Politicians, being 
out for number-one, want to be 
re-elected. To that end, they’re 
willing to listen to the public only if 
that means votes. Phone calls and 
letters can help sway politicians to 
do the right thing – that you and I 
think they should be doing that by 
default is another story.

Politicians want to stay in 
office – if enough people speak, 
they’ll listen. If enough people 
phone and write their elected of-
ficials, maybe, just maybe, we’ll 
see some changes.

Forcing politicians and bu-
reaucrats to stop lying and 
serving themselves – no more 
lobbying, gifts, false promises 
and host of other unethical be-
haviour that is commonplace 
today – will help put us on the 
road to real accountability.

Politicians, bureaucrats and 
corporate officials have to be 
held in check to prevent their 
greed, malfeasance and incom-
petence from diminishing our 
lives and our wallets.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

THE GREAT OUTDOORS

Where have all the cougars gone?

A lot has been hap-
pening in the 
world lately, so I 

guess it is no surprise that 
we have all let the most 
obvious environmental 
story to hit Ontario in 
quite a while slip by us.

That being, where have 
all the cougars gone?

Not that long ago, cou-
gar sightings were very 
common in many parts of 
Ontario – and particularly 
around here. Lately, how-
ever, not so much.

Which is to say that 
Ontario’s expanding, in-
visible cougar population 

seems to have crashed.
Locally, I haven’t heard 

anyone speak of a cougar 
sighting for at least three 
months or so. My feeling 
is that these elusive big 
cats have moved on to 
places that are far safer. 

What’s unsafe about 
Ontario, you ask? 

Well, my new English 
springer spaniel for one. 

Look, I’m not going to 
be one of those guys who 
brags about their new 
hunting dog, but I will say 
that the lack of reported 
cougar sighting in our 
area, and the rest of the 

province, coincides some-
what with me getting Ros-
ie three months ago.

Sure, Rosie is a bird dog. 
But, at five months old, 
she’s also about 27 pounds 
of pure sock-chewing fe-
rocity. Moreover, for the 
last three months, she has 
been perfecting her cou-
gar fighting techniques 
on our cats, both of which 
she has treed on numer-
ous occasions.

This is a skill she used 
just the other day, when 
she ran off, what was, pre-
sumably, a cougar. 

How do I know it was a 

cougar?
Well, the encounter had 

all the hallmarks of a typ-
ical Ontario cougar sight-
ing. That being, I never 
actually saw the creature. 
Plus, I didn’t hear any 
noise as it ran off, which is 
further proof since, as ev-
eryone knows, cougars are 

nothing if not silent. But 
I did feel like something 
was watching me – which 
is another common trait 
of an unsubstantiated 
cougar sighting.

What I do know for 
sure is that I was walking 
Rosie in the woods when 
she stopped, growled and 
then barked at what must 
have been a cougar. If 
you need any more proof 
than that, let me add that 
shortly thereafter, a red 
squirrel stepped out on 
a nearby limb and chat-
tered what I assume was 
a thank-you to Rosie – 

which, of course, further 
supports my claim that a 
cougar was nearby.

No doubt, that cougar 
that Rosie ran off prob-
ably went and told the 
others. And now the lo-
cal cougars are probably 
shaking in their boots. 
Which means you won’t 
see them any time soon.

You’re welcome.
That incident has given 

me the confidence to de-
clare that, while Rosie is 
roaming the woods, which 
should be at least for the 
next decade or so, you 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN
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Iran) for years.
Egypt and Jordan have 

had formal diplomatic re-
lations with Israel for de-
cades, and the other Gulf 
states will soon follow the 
UAE’s example, perhaps 
with Saudi Arabia bringing 
up the rear. The Palestin-
ians, mostly living under 
Israeli occupation, under-
standably complain that 
they are being abandoned 
by their Arab brothers, but 
that really happened long 
ago.

So what actually 
changed last Thursday? 
Very little, although Don-
ald Trump naturally tweet-
ed that it was a “HUGE 
breakthrough” and his 
son-in-law and senior ad-
viser Jared Kushner prom-
ised that the deal would 

bring “massive change” 
and “make the Middle East 
safer.”  

Rubbish. The last Ar-
ab-Israeli war was 47 years 
ago, and it’s been decades 
since either side even had 
serious plans for one. The 
only plausible risk of a ma-
jor cross-border war in the 
Middle East these days is 
between Iran on one side 
and the Arab Gulf states 
(with or without Israel) on 
the other.

That’s not really a big 
risk either, but the Arab 
Gulf states in particular 
worry aloud about it, and 
to some extent they have 
convinced themselves that 
it truly is a threat. They 
hope that they would have 
Israel’s support in such 
a war, since in military 
terms Israel is the region’s 

dwarf superpower.
Netanyahu’s govern-

ment hates and says it 
fears Iran, so it probably 
would help the Arabs in 
the end. However, it would 
be a much more convinc-
ing deterrent to Iran if 
these putative Arab and 
Israeli allies were actually 
seen together in public oc-
casionally. That’s the main 
reason for the Gulf states 
to go beyond the furtive 
relationship they have 
hitherto had with Israel.

What’s in it for Netanya-
hu? A peace treaty with 
another Arab state is a 
feather in the cap of any 
Israeli prime minister, but 
this deal also neatly gets 
him out of the promise he 
made to right-wing Israeli 
voters in the last election 
to annex much or all of the 

occupied territories. 
Annexation would be 

purely symbolic, since 
Israel has already ruled all 
that land for the past 53 
years, but he still needed 
an excuse to renege on his 
promise. The UAE deal 
is the perfect excuse: he 
can say he had to cancel 
annexing the Palestinian 
territories because Israel’s 
new partners in the Gulf 
would be so upset that 
they’d walk away from the 
deal.

Netanyahu insists that 
annexation is only post-
poned, assuring Israelis 
that it is “still on the table.” 
Donald Trump says “they 
agreed not to do it. This is 
a very smart concession 
by Israel. It is off the table 
now.” ‘Long-term’ for both 
of these men is reckoned 

 �DYER:  Failing oil fortunes will ultimately reshape the already-shifting power structure in the Middle East
FROM 6 in months, so they have no 

idea how irrelevant all this 
diplomatic fine-tuning will 
seem in retrospect.

The old Middle East is 
living through its final 
years. Across the Arab 
world every power rela-
tionship has been defined 
by oil wealth for the past 
two generations, and now 
the wealth is fading fast. 
Eight years ago the Arab 
oil-producing states were 
making a trillion dollars 
a year from their exports. 
Today their oil revenue is 
down by two-thirds ($300 
billion), and it will fall fur-
ther.

The coronavirus has 
accelerated this decline, 
but demand and prices 
have both been trending 
down for quite a while, and 
the growing unpopularity 

of fossil fuels in a rapidly 
warming world guarantees 
there will be no reversal of 
the trend.

Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE still have large cash 
reserves, but some of the 
smaller oil-states are run-
ning out of money right 
now. Economic devastation 
will be followed by political 
collapse: even the map of 
the Middle East may look 
quite different in 10 or 20 
years’ time.

And who will emerge 
from the wreckage as the 
sole big powers of the 
Middle East? Only the two 
countries with fully mod-
ern and diversified econo-
mies and little dependence 
on oil revenues: Israel and 
Turkey.

Funny how things turn 
out, isn’t it?

won’t be hearing about 
cougar attacks here or in 
any place in south and 
central Ontario.

I’m not saying there 
won’t be additional 
sightings. But I will say if 
anyone reports a cougar, 
it will be one that they 
cannot take a photo of 

New $50 plumbing rebate!
Switch to soften your home’s hot water only 
and save salt and water.

Each year, a home of three could save:

108 lbs 
of salt

8,800 L 
of water

$84 
of cost 

Test your 
water 

hardness, 
you could 

win a 
rain barrel!

Ready to haul less 
salt and help the 
environment?

Step one is to test your water 
hardness. We’ll send you a free, 
no-obligation test kit!

Go to www.regionofwaterloo.ca/conservation 
or call 519-575-4400, (TTY): 519-575-4608

Soften hot water
only and save

because it was running so 
fast, the light was dim, or 
the lens cap was on, or it 
was too dark to actually 
see.

Again you’re welcome.
For the record, I didn’t 

mean to get a dog that 
would keep cougar sight-
ings to a minimum. I just 
wanted a good bird dog, 

which I got.
The spinoff is that she 

happens to be the bane of 
every cougar’s existence 
too – which just goes to 
show that not every hero 
wears a cape.

I know it’s hard to be-
lieve, but I stand by it.

Show me a cougar and 
I’ll take it back.

 � GALEA: Keeping cougars at bay an unexpected 
consequence of bringing home a new bird dog
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BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Doors Open events are 
a popular feature in many 
communities, offering res-
idents access to a variety of 
buildings and locations not 
always open to the public. 
As with so many activities 
of late, the peek behind 
closed doors will have to be 
digital this year.

Doors Open Waterloo Re-
gion has adopted an online 
format as an alternative to 
the usual in-person visits. 
Typically slated for the 
third Saturday of Septem-
ber, the event, now in its 
17th year, has changed with 
the times – instead of a sin-
gle day, the viewing will be 
spread over a month, Au-
gust 22 to September 19. 

Local organizers turned 
to True North Communica-
tions, run by Kelly Spencer 
and her business partner 
Scott McNair, to take the 
event virtual.

“Of course, in person 
events are not available 
this year. So, the Region 
of Waterloo pivoted very 
quickly and determined at 
the outset of the pandemic 
that we would attempt to 
create a digital event in-
stead for 2020,” Spencer 
explained.

A series of 16 videos 
will be released two at a 
time over the month. The 
high-quality videos range 
from five to 10 minutes and 
are shot in a documentary 
style.

“The idea behind Doors 
Open is to give people the 
opportunity to see inter-
esting local sites. Whether 

Taking a digital peek 
behind closed doors
As with many event, Doors Open Waterloo Region taking a 
virtual approach to this year’s outing

it’s [a] heritage site or in-
teresting local businesses 
or just other sites that have 
interesting stories, it’s the 
opportunity for people to 
get into these places where 
they perhaps wouldn’t 
normally have access,” she 
said. 

This year’s video series 
has a high level of focus on 
non-routinely accessible 
locations throughout the 
region. To start, one of the 
first videos to launch is at 
Parkview Cemetery in Wa-
terloo. 

“Obviously, a crema-
torium is not a place you 
would ever be able to take 
people in under regular 
circumstances. And in this 
case we were able to go into 
the crematorium, and, you 
actually see the operations 
and get a real understand-
ing of the process of storing 
the deceased and actually 
cremating them.” 

Another location that 
remains mostly inacces-
sible to area residents is 
the Shand Dam. Although 
located near Fergus, “we 
went to that dam because it 
actually plays a really criti-
cal role in the wellbeing of 
Kitchener-Waterloo[’s] …, 
water supply. And it was 
actually the first dam that 
was constructed in this 
area by the Grand River 
Conservation Authority,” 
said Spencer.

Two of this year’s lo-
cations are in Woolwich 
Township. Eby Manor 
Limited (Golden Guernsey) 
is known for their special 
milk that comes from the 
herd of about 60 Guernsey 
cattle on site near Cones-

togo. The other is Martin’s 
Family Fruit Farms near St. 
Jacobs.

Peter Katona, director of 
sales and marketing for the 
fruit farm, says the com-
pany is very keen on being 
included in this year’s digi-
tal programming. 

“We have been involved 
with Doors Open ...[for] 
a number of years. This 
year, we hope to put more 
emphasis on our ap-
ple-growing operations as 
opposed to our store. You 
might know our store is 
closed while it gets a bit 
of a refresh and we’ll be 
reopening in the fall, so the 
digital Doors Open wasn’t 
going to be a good fit for 
our retail operation. How-
ever, because we’re going 
to be hosting them here 
during the apple harvest, 
we hope to actually provide 
a glimpse of Martin’s that 
not everybody in the public 
will get to see – we will be 
hosting their film crews in 
to observe harvest and the 
production of the apples 
when we receive the apples 
and package them and 
wash them and so on so 
forth,” he said. 

“The apple production 
process is actually quite in-
teresting and fascinating, 
but mostly because of food 
safety rules were not set up 
to handle the public. So, I 
think the public will really 
appreciate an opportunity 
to view a side of Martin's 
that they haven’t had the 
chance to see yet.”  

All of the videos will be 
available to stream on the 
region’s YouTube channel 
as well as on Rogers TV.
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
fi ring? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Conference Board of Canada, in partnership 
with the Future Skills Centre (FSC), has released 
a new podcast series on the future of work in Can-
ada. The six-episode podcast series explores the 
emerging challenges facing Canadian workers and 
the labour market. The fi rst podcast was released 
Monday, with others following on a two-week cycle.

www.conferenceboard.ca

A new partnership combining the resources of 
telemedicine and third party administration sector 
giants in Canada, Elmira-based RWAM Insurance 
Administrators Inc. (RWAM) and Montreal-based EQ 
Care, will facilitate accessibility of virtual healthcare 
services to thousands of Canadian families. Medical 
consult sessions, triage, medication prescribing, are 
among the virtual healthcare services that RWAM 
clients can access under the arrangement.

FUTURE OF WORK HEALTHCARE DEAL

Book with Lisa NOW and see what Osteopathy can do for you!

Are you in pain? Have you tried different types 
of treatment and nothing seems to help?
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A surprising number 
of emails from U.S. 
Democratic presi-

dential hopeful Joe Biden 
have found their way into 
my inbox over the past cou-
ple of weeks. 

That seems odd. I figure 
it must be because me and 
a handful of other Canadi-
ans belong to an organiza-
tion of agricultural journal-
ists in the U.S. And with an 
American federal election 
around the corner, a full-
court press is underway to 
influence farm and rural 
media there…or wherever.

U.S. farmers favour Re-
publicans and their tradi-
tional hands-off policies 
– unless, of course, they 
need the government to 
give them money. 

But considering Trump’s 
ongoing bungling, particu-
larly the way he’s botched 
the pandemic file, Dem-
ocrats are thinking they 
might have a chance to 
gain ground everywhere, 
including in rural America. 

It won’t be easy. Trump 
has bought off farmers 
with billions of dollars, to 
offset the damage done to 
them by his protectionist 
trade policies. They take 
the money, but many U.S. 
farmers recognize these 
policies ae damaging the 
agricultural economy, not 
helping it.

Canadian farmers are 
feeling it. The Grain Farm-
ers of Ontario (GFO), the 
province’s largest com-
modity group, has created 
a pointed ad campaign call-
ing on the federal govern-
ment to help them survive 
Trump’s irrational policies.

“The Canadian gov-

To Joe Biden, 
Black farmers' 

lives matter too

ernment is standing by 
watching as farms struggle 
to produce food for Cana-
dians, while the $36 billion 
President Trump provided 
to protect the U.S. food 
supply system is projected 
to increase to $80 billion in 
payments this year,” says 
GFO chair Markus Haerle. 
“Ontario farmers are not 
asking for handouts, they 
are looking for risk man-
agement programs to be 
restored. Stephen Harper’s 
government de-funded 
programs that protect the 
food supply and farmers 
from depressed prices and 
Trudeau’s government can 
fix this.”

You’ll notice no one is 
asking Trump to back off. 
That would be pointless. 

But they’re hoping 
the dump Trump move-
ment succeeds, as long as 
Biden isn’t as territorial as 
Trump, which some say he 
might be.

Biden’s camp is cer-
tainly strategic. Tuesday 
night,Biden reached out 
to farmers – most notably, 
Black farmers. A group 
called Rural Americans for 
Biden hosted an event tied 
to the Democratic National 
Convention, which includ-
ed Dr. John Boyd Jr., pres-
ident of the National Black 
Farmers Association.
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Recreation fees being 
one of the largest areas 
of lost revenue, Woolwich 
is happy to see $550,000 
in COVID relief fund-
ing. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Municipalities to receive 
financial support

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Building back after the 
COVID-19 crisis is not just 
a job that businesses are 
taking on, it is something 
every municipality across 
the province is working to 
do as well. Most, if not all 
municipalities across the 
province saw a significant 
loss in revenue during 
the pandemic thanks to 
the closure of recreation 
complexes, a downturn in 
transit use and the likes of 
deferrals of tax payments. 

Many municipalities 
have had to lay off some 
employees, while also 
freezing summer student 
and hiring programs. Some 
larger cities such as Toronto 
have made their struggles 
well known, informing the 
province they need billions 
of dollars to help bounce 
back from this pandemic. 

To help struggling re-
gions rebuild post-COVID, 
the provincial government 
in partnership with the 
feds is delivering aid to 444 
municipalities across the 
province. Waterloo Region 
municipalities are set to re-
ceive more than $13 million 
in funding, with Woolwich 
and Wellesley townships 
receiving a combined total 
of $754,600 to help them 
address operating pressures 
brought on by the virus and 
ensuing pandemic.

Across the province, mu-
nicipalities will be provided 
with up to $1.6 billion as 
part of the first round of 
emergency funding under RELIEF | 10

BALANCING THE BOOKS

the Safe Restart Agreement. 
“This funding was re-

ally a key partnership 
between the province and 
the federal government. 
There was a lot of back and 
forth between the feds, 
and the premier and the 
municipalities [who were] 
trying to figure out how 
everybody could get their 
fair share and… with us 
being the largest populated 
province, we wanted to 
make sure that we were 
going to be able to help 
our municipalities 
the best that we 
can,” said Kitch-
ener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris. 
“Essentially what 
will happen is the 
first tranche will 
go out to the mu-
nicipalities [and] 
they’ll be able to 
use that to help the 
public health in 
their communities 
[and] deliver critical 
services. Obvious-
ly transit is a big 
piece of that for the 
region. And then 
the second phase 
[of this funding] 
will be application 
based, to make sure 
that the leftover 
funds will be going 
to projects that we 
feel the communi-
ty can benefit from 
the most.”

Come September, 
Woolwich is set to receive 
$550,500 while Wellesley 
will receive $204,100 from 
phase one of the funding 
partnership that totals $695 
million. Funding has been 
allocated for this phase 
on a per household basis, 
giving larger populations 
an amount more propor-
tionate to their needs. It’s 
shared 50/50 between 
upper- and low-
er-tier 

municipalities. 
Harris says municipal-

ities will be given infor-
mation by the Ministry 
of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing as to what the 
funding can be used. He 
says during his time speak-
ing with municipalities in 
his riding, he has heard 
concerns about transit, 
mental health services and 

homeless shelters. 
He said he hopes 
that by giving 
funding to mu-
nicipalities that 
they are able to 
help build these 
and other ser-
vices up again in 
their communi-
ties. 

Applications 
for the second 
phase of funding 
will open later 
and municipal-
ities will be able 
to apply if their 
needs exceed 
the funding with 
which they have 
already been pro-
vided. 

“We’re going 
to be looking 
at areas where 
it’s needed the 
most, obviously 
there’s been 
some very hard 
hit areas when 
we talk about 
the service 
industry [and] 
when we talk 
about charita-
ble organiza-

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Townships, region receive funding from province and feds to help off set costs of dealing 
with the pandemic, lost revenues as they look to bring budgets under control

Recreation fees being 
one of the largest areas 
of lost revenue, Woolwich 
is happy to see $550,000 
in COVID relief fund-

 [DAMON MACLEAN]
RELIEF | 10

being the largest populated 
province, we wanted to 
make sure that we were 
going to be able to help 
our municipalities 
the best that we 
can,” said Kitch-
ener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris. 
“Essentially what 
will happen is the 
first tranche will 
go out to the mu-
nicipalities [and] 
they’ll be able to 
use that to help the 
public health in 
their communities 
[and] deliver critical 
services. Obvious-
ly transit is a big 
piece of that for the 
region. And then 
the second phase 
[of this funding] 
will be application 
based, to make sure 
that the leftover 
funds will be going 
to projects that we 
feel the communi-
ty can benefit from 

shared 50/50 between 
upper- and low-
er-tier 

homeless shelters. 
He said he hopes 
that by giving 
funding to mu-
nicipalities that 
they are able to 
help build these 
and other ser-
vices up again in 
their communi-
ties. 

Applications 
for the second 
phase of funding 
will open later 
and municipal-
ities will be able 
to apply if their 
needs exceed 
the funding with 
which they have 
already been pro-
vided. 

“We’re going 
to be looking 
at areas where 
it’s needed the 
most, obviously 
there’s been 
some very hard 
hit areas when 
we talk about 
the service 
industry [and] 
when we talk 
about charita-
ble organiza-
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RIVER SPA & BOUTIQUE JULIE MARTIN

#3 Chapel St., Hawkesville, Ontario

RIVER SPA & BOUTIQUERIVER SPA & BOUTIQUE JULIE MARTINJULIE MARTIN

To Book an appointment call 519.699.4655

Manicures • Facials
Ear Candling • Foot De-tox Baths

Are you paying 
Too Much for 
Hearing Aids 

in Elmira?  

58 Wellington Rd #7 Unit # 2 Elora  

 519-546-8246 
hearrightcanada.ca

Book your FREE hearing assessment 
today and our hearing care professionals 
will be happy to answer your questions. 

Hearing Instrument 
Specialist/Co-owner 

Hearing Consultant            

Deidre Jones 

Karissa Schiestel 

Batteries
$10/box

(40 cells) 

tions that do a lot of excel-
lent fundraising in com-
munities.[We are] trying to 
focus on what communities 
have unfortunately been 
lacking during the COVID 
crisis,” said Harris.

While the money has yet 
to be earmarked for specif-
ic uses, Woolwich director 
of finance Richard Pether-
ick welcomed the funding, 
thanking the senior gov-
ernments for understand-
ing the pressures munici-
palities are currently facing 
and for listening to their 
needs as they work through 
the pandemic.

 RELIEF:
Municipalities 
waiting to hear if 
there are any 
strings attached

FROM 09

 ROBERTS: Looking to alter the reality that sees 
discrimination against Blacks extend to farming

FROM 09

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

The Black farmers’ group 
has 100,000 members. 
It’s led by the charismatic 
Boyd, who is more than 
happy to have a leading 
politician like Biden pay 
attention to the agricul-
tural side of being Black in 
modern America.

Boyd has an interesting 
history. In 1979, when he 
was in Grade 9, his parents 
pulled up stakes in New 
York and moved the fam-
ily south to Mecklenburg 
County, Virginia, to farm 
with his grandparents.

That’s about as drastic a 
change as you could imag-
ine. 

He eventually tried to 
buy his own farm in 1983 
but found the national 

lending agency was cool to-
wards Black farmers. Of 157 
agricultural loans made in 
Mecklenburg County, just 
two were to Black farmers. 
Loan applications for local 
white farmers took 30 days 
to process; the same appli-
cation for Black farmers 
took more than a year. The 
wait cost them their farms.

That led him to become 
an activist, start the Na-
tional Black Farmers As-
sociation, and try drawing 
attention to their plight. 

It’s been a long journey 
from there to sharing a po-
dium in support of Biden.
And the lending situation 
for Black farmers is far 
from fixed. They report 
still having much less 
success with loan applica-

tions than white farmers, 
and today, with the cost of 
farming soaring, access to 
capital is more important 
than ever. 

They’ll be counting on 
Biden to explain how he’s 
going to help them and 
how he’s going to try to 
address yet another racial 
injustice that America 
must now face.
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Waterloo Regional Labour Council, having can-
celled its annual Labour Day Picnic, will be hosting a 
free community Labour Day Weekend Drive-In Double 
Feature at the ETFO office parking lot, 610 Wabanaki 
Dr., Kitchener.  On Sept. 5 and 6, Call of the Wild will 
be shown at 8:30 p.m., followed by Pride at 10:15. 

Schneider Haus National Historic Site, in partnership 
with Reception House Waterloo Region, has received 
a $5,000.00 grant from the Kitchener Waterloo 
Community Foundation for a collaborative project, 
titled the Community Classroom.  Children will have 
the opportunity to participate in a variety of activities 
and learning opportunities, including baking, cooking, 
gardening, art, crafts, games, and practical skill 
development.

DRIVE-IN OPTION MUSEUM GRANT

www.perfectpitchhearing.com

29A Church St. W. Elmira, ON

519-210-3030
BUY 1 GET 1 
HALF PRICE  !  
* Valid on select hearing aid brands. 
See clinic for details 

WAX REMOVAL!
FREE  

* Limited time offer
HEARING TEST!

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

SOMETHING TO SHOW FOR IT

Barbara Mantini, Alex Mustakas, and Terry Doyle in Vaudeville! during the 1991 season at the Drayton Festival Theatre, the group’s first production 30 years 
ago.  [SUBMITTED]

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

More of the economy is 
opening up under stage 3 of 
the provincial plan, but the 
entertainment industry re-
mains largely on hold. The-
atre groups have been hit 
particularly hard, typically 
relying on live audiences to 
keep going.
Some, like community 
theatre groups in Elmira 
and Elora, have moved to 
online shows, but larger 
organizations such as Dray-
ton Entertainment have 
been forced to shutter their 
buildings.
Having cancelled summer-
time shows in the spring, 
Drayton Entertainment 
had hoped to resume per-
formances, but those hopes 
were dashed when the 
group last week cancelled 
the remainder of the 2020 
season. Now, the goal is to 
get back on stage in 2021.
Going digital just wasn’t an 
option, says artistic direc-
tor Alex Mustakas.
“First of all, you still have 
to produce the shows that 
you’re going to film, so it’s 
the same problem: You 
have to put actors on stage 
and rehearse them and fol-
low all those protocols, as 
well. And, to be honest with 
you, there’s nothing like 
the live, communal expe-
rience that an audience 
[brings],” he said, likening 
the process to watching a 
theatrical production on 
television. “To put it on-

While community groups have shifted online, Drayton Entertainment has cancelled the rest of the year’s shows

Theatres forced to make adjustments

line… you’re really talking 
about TV and film, and 
then I believe it loses some-
thing in the translation. 
But it doesn’t really help 
us because we’d have to 
continue to produce shows 
anyway. And if we did that, 
then we might as well do 
them live.
“We remained hopeful 
since the beginning of this 
pandemic, obviously. But 
it’s come to the point where 
we’re just basically fol-
lowing advice from health 
officials and government 
officials, and it doesn’t look 
like we will be able to have 

large gatherings in theatres 
anytime soon,” he said of 
the reality of the situation.
This year marks Drayton 
Entertainment’s 30th anni-
versary, and Mustakas says 
the not-for-profit plans on 
celebrating when they have 
the opportunity.
It’s also a milestone year for 
the Elmira Theatre Com-
pany, which is celebrating 
its 40th season. Instead of 
marking that on stage, the 
groups has released a series 
of web videos reflecting 
on members’ experiences 
throughout the years.
Mustakas feels the com-

pany made the sensible 
decision of cancelling this 
year’s productions. “We 
certainly miss our patrons, 
we miss the artists and the 
creative process. But, you 
know, we also agree that 
safety and health and safe-
ty is of utmost importance, 
and we just want to make 
sure that we mitigate losses 
and keep operating costs 
low so that we can come 
back as soon as it’s safe to 
do so.
“It’s devastating to the 
theatre industry, for sure. 
We were the first to close 
and we’re probably going 

to be the last [to open]. So, 
I worry a little bit about 
the near future and until 
a vaccine or cure is devel-
oped, and people feel safe 
to go back into a cabinet 
auditorium and sit beside 
people. It’s really hard to 
predict at this point, but 
it [COVID-19 lockdown] 
really has hit the arts com-
munity, very hard. Not just 
our operations, but think of 
all the artists, technicians 
and designers – how many 
people involved are out of 
work? We’re worried about 
all those elements,” said 
Mustakas.

The alterations made by 
community theatre groups 
have been less drastic. 
The Guelph Little Theatre 
(GLT), for instance, has 
decided to record four in-
dividual vignettes for their 
adaption local author Mar-
ion Reidel’s Café Conver-
sations, part of GLT’s 45th 
season celebrations. 
“It’s kind of neat to be able 
to launch a product online 
and even the next one too 
and kind of direct people 
to our page and say, ‘hey, 
look at us 45 years upcom-
ing – this is our season, 
we should be celebrating, 
right?’ So, lots of good 
things we can focus on 
and be positive with,” said 
GLT’s Lynne McIntee.
GLT is releasing four vi-
gnettes from the play, 
viewable on their YouTube 
account. For the first time 
in months, actors will as-
semble on a small stage to 
provide the community 
with content while ensur-
ing COVID transmission 
prevention measures are 
being kept.
Elora Community Theatre 
is also set for an outdoor 
social distancing style per-
formance for A.R. Gurney’s 
Love Letters as a fundraiser 
to support their operations 
at Bissel Park in Elora 
during the final weekend of 
August.
While there are many ways 
to adapt to the COVID-19 
situation, all agree there’s 
nothing quite like an 
in-person performance.
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-residential

 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

NOW HIRING FULL TIME 
ROOF TRUSS ASSEMBLERS 

Must be team oriented, ambi�ous & responsible  
No experience required 

Mar-Span offers compe��ve wages, produc�on 
bonuses and employee benefits. 

Please apply with resume in person 
or email resume to marv@marspan.com 

We would like to thank all applicants, however 
only those selected for interview will be contacted. 

7221 Side Rd. 16 Drayton, ON  

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

Electrician / Maintenance Weekend
The Company:EFS-plastics is one of North America’sleading plastic 
recyclers, focused on converting post-consumer mixed plastics 
(#3-7) and plastic filminto high-quality resin pellets. As global 
concern around plastic waste rises, EFS looks to grow by providing 
a sustainable alternative to virgin plastic. We currently have two 
locations in Listowel, ON and Hazelton, PA.

• Our mission is to protect the environment and reduce waste 
by processing post-consumer recycled plastics into a viable, 
mainstream resource.

• We believe in being trusted partners for our customers, loyal 
neighbours in our communities, and consistent stewards of 
our environment. 

The Position: We’re looking for an Electrician / Maintenance 
personwho is eager to work with our Engineering and Maintenance 
teams to maintain and improve our fully automated processes on 
weekends. You would be supporting our Hazleton Plant remotely on 
all electrical and programming issues, as well as our Listowel location 
in person on electrical, programming and mechanical issues.

Responsibilities:
• Maintain and troubleshoot existing production lines, 

electrically and mechanically
• Remotely support the Hazleton facility with all electrical or 

programming issues
• Assist our Maintenance team and Electricians in their work

Requirements:
• Certified Electrician (preferred)
• Experience in an industrial environment
• Confident in reading electrical schematics
• Program trouble shooting experience on Allen Bradley PLCs 

& VFDs
• Motivated and self-driven
• Excellent communication skills
• Work well in a team environment

Why Should You Apply? 
• Receive a competitive salary and leading industry benefits 
• Maintain a healthy work-life balance by working Friday to 

Monday and get paid for a full week
• Be on the frontier of addressing the growing plastic waste 

problem.

Please apply by email: jobs@efs-plastics.ca

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NANNY REQUIRED ON 
BUSY FARM IN ALMA. 
3 children, part time 
hours. Please call  
519-749-5329.

FOR SALE

FINE BONE CHINA SET 
OF 12, COMPLETE, 
"Morning Mist", includes 
serving bowls. Fine crys-
tal "Comet" 12 goblets, 
12 sherbets, large bowl, 
pitcher. Weathered barn 
boards; purple martin 
gourd bird houses (new). 
519-669-2298.

Bartender required to provide our guests 
with beverages in an efficient manner, 

while maintaining a positive and 
cooperative attitude.  

Must be of legal age and have 
Smart Serve Certification.  

Previous serving experience required.

  Ability to multi-task. 

Job description and details 
available upon request.   

Bartender Required

Send resume by September 4, 2020 to
 

Royal Canadian Legion, 
P O BOX 123, Elmira, Ont. N3B 2Z5   
or elmirabranch469@gmail.com

HELP WANTED

Part-Time Dental Assistant

Part-time Level II dental assistant 
for established Elmira office. 
No evenings or weekends. 
We are looking for a conscientious 
person with a calm, reassuring 
chairside manner. 

Please forward a resume  
info@wyattstreetdental.ca

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35.  
519-635-8737.

OLDER HOSPITAL BED 
$100; COMMODE $50; 
dresser with mirror, chest 
of drawers $100 firm for 
pair or best offer. Phone 
519-664-2176.

FOR SALE

PANASONIC 40" FLAT 
SCREEN TELEVISION 
with stand/cabinet 25.5"H 
x 47"L x 18"W. Asking 
$300. Call 519-656-9473.

HAY & STRAW

STRAW FOR SALE - 
WHEAT AND BARLEY 
straw, 4 x 5 round bales. 
Call Kevin at 519-616-
4985.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

FARM 
SERVICES

OAT & PEAS FOR FOR-
AGE COVER CROPS 
- Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

SEED WHEAT AND FER-
TILIZER COMPETITIVE 
pricing. Rye seed, winter 
barley. Hard red wheat, 
Gallus. Soft red wheats 
Branson, Measure, Mark-
er, Emperor and more. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

BUYING OLD GOLD, 
SILVER COINS. ALSO 
scrap gold, dental, bro-
ken rings or chains. Jew-
ellery, diamonds, vintage 
wrist & pocket watches. 
Highest prices paid. Call 
Elmira 519-242-6900 or 
gallamore@golden.net. 
Have a mask will travel. 
Confidential!

TO PERSON ON 
CHURCH ST. ELMIRA 
with motorcycle for sale. 
Please call 519-699-4461, 
lost your number.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

KARATE! IN-PERSON & 
VIRTUAL CLASSES 
AVAILABLE SCHWEITZER'S 
MARTIAL ARTS Self-de-
fense, Self-discipline, 
Self-confidence. GROUP 
CLASSES FOR AGES 4 TO 
ADULT. Taught by Renshi 
Becky Schweitzer, 4th 
Degree Black Belt and 
World Karate Champion. 
Location Heidelberg 
Community Centre - 2915 
Lobsinger Line, Heidel-
berg. FALL EARLY BIRD 
SPECIAL ONLY $90+HST 
FOR 10 WEEKS. Special 
ends Aug. 31. Regular 
price $110+HST. Register 
at the Heidelberg Commu-
nity Centre. Aug. 31 from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. or Call 
519-580-1418 or e-mail 
becky_schwei tzer@ 
hotmail.com

WORD ADS 
CONTINUE PG 16

100% 
LOCAL
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R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

Melanie
Beisel

SALES REPRESENTATIVE519-590-0835 • mbeisel@royallepage.ca 

254 ARTHUR ST SOUTH
LOOKING FOR A RARE 
OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE A 
LARGE PROPERTY IN TOWN?  
This 2 storey home built in 
1946, sits on 3/4 of an acre.  
4+bed 2.1 bath, Grande main 
living rooms and some over 
sized bdrms throughout this expansive home, gives it such unique 
character.  Master bedroom has a ceramic walk in shower that most 
homes in the era of building don't include. Laundry is situated on the 
second level close to the bedrooms. Great basement set up with 
hockey flooring for the sport enthusiast, and bright sewing room for 
crafting. Adding to this, the finished attic and room above the garage, 
you will have plenty of space for the whole family.  

$899,000

NEW LISTING!

OPEN HOUSE | SUNDAY  24 PM
COVID SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

30+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

Well appointed 4+ bedroom home w/open 
concept main floor renovated completely 
in 2016.  Lovely ‘white’ cabinetry w/quartz 
counters & island. Pre-engineered hard-
wood flrs. Main flr laundry, rear entry & 2 
pc. Huge great rm with gas F.P. 4 bedrooms 
upstairs with master ensuite & walk-in clos-
et. Party basement with open rec rm, 3 pc 
bath & 5th bdrm or office. Excavated under 
the garage.  New MLS  $849,900.00

33 Second St., Elmira

Quiet location in the village of Alma. Well 
maintained side split with many updates 
including shingles, natural gas furnace, 
drilled well & pressure system, replace-
ment windows and oak kitchen w/island. 
Spacious rec room w/gas F.P. Three bdrms.  
Two baths. Finished office in lower level.  
Walk-up to garage. Park-like yard with 
composite deck and interlocking patio. 
Garden shed. MLS $539,900.00

22 Rebecca St. W., Alma 

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

 Farm | $2.25 Million
102 acres close to Listowel. 83 workable organic acres, 17 acre bush lot, and a 
3 +1 bedroom ICF constructed home (2009), all on a paved road. Also 2 Coverall 
buildings. MLS. Call Dale Direct. 

Birdland Elmira | $729,900

Desirable location. Great yard, spacious 4 
level backsplit, balcony deck off                                                         
Master, seasonal sunroom, double 
attached, lots of parking, flexible closing.                                               
MLS Call Dale.

OPEN HOUSE SAT. AUG. 22 1-3 pm 47 Nightingale Crs. Elmira

Elmira | $489,000
All brick 3 bedroom steps to the downtown. Parking at the side and at the rear. 
Great opportunity.  MLS Call Dale

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

$949,000$949,000

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING
Elmira - A piece of Paradise!!! This Impressive 6 
bedroom, 4 bathroom home is tucked away on a 
quiet cul-de-sac in the peaceful town of Elmira. The 
main floor is open concept with a newer kitchen, 
laundry, full bathroom, main floor master bedroom 
with walk-in closet and full ensuite bathroom. A few 
steps up will lead you to an addition above the 
garage with two bedrooms and a full bathroom. The 
finished basement is equipped with two bedrooms, 
a full bathroom, a wet bar, wood burning fireplace 
and a walk-up access leading to the resort-like back 
yard. In-law potential!!! Loads of parking in your 
oversized double garage and driveway. Enjoy your 
summer days entertaining on your two tier deck 
overlooking sprawling gardens, gazebos, grass to 
play and your own extra large heated in-ground 
pool. You won't want to miss out on this one!!! $615,000$615,000

Elmira - This one of a kind home has been been extensively 
renovated including a large addition with quality finishes 
throughout. The Olympia Kitchen has loads of cabinet 
space as well as granite countertops and an island. With 4 
bedrooms, including the walk up finished attic and 4 
bathrooms, there is tons of space for your large family or 
even 2 families to live together. The addition done in 2016 
includes a main floor master bedroom with ensuite bath, 
main floor laundry as well as a second set of washer and 
dryer on the 2nd floor, upper kitchen and family room as 
well as a stunning 6 piece bathroom. Engineered hard 
wood & tile floors with LED lighting throughout the whole 
house. All plumbing and electrical updated. Two Furnaces 
and air conditioning units. Walk out to the rear deck to 
enjoy your private back yard that extends well beyond the 
trellis in the trees. Note: This is a single family dwelling and 
being sold as one. Do not miss out!

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Perfect starter home -- 2 bedroom 
bungalow on a large 70 x 150 � mature 
treed lot, single car garage, long driveway, 
perfect for summer get-togethers.  
With almost 1200 sq �., the main floor 
offers a kitchen, living room, 4 pc bath, 
laundry room, and 2 Bedrooms.   A Finished 

$419,000 

recrea�on room in the basement and s�ll plenty of room for you to finish with 
your own personal touches. Metal roof on main house, asphalt on garage 
area.  All set in the Quiet village of Milverton.  MLS# 30827285

    This welcoming 2 bedroom bungalow is 
situated on almost an acre lot, surrounded 
by farm fields. The Eat in Kitchen is bright 
and roomy, with loads of cupboard space. 
Fully finished basement with large 
Recrea�on room. A�ached 2 car garage and 
a detached 2 car garage. MLS 40005317 

$775,000 

65 MILL ST. E., MILVERTON

581 KATHERINE ST. N., WOOLWICH

SOLD

BUYING OR SELLING REAL ESTATE?
 YOU'RE IN THE RIGHT PLACE.



14  | CLASSIFIED NOTICES THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 2020

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

YOUR BUSINESS  

HERE EVERY WEEK  

DELIVERED TO HOMES 

IN WOOLWICH,  

WELLESLEY &  

WATERLOO.

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

We support our
Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

Residents will be able to access and enjoy the Splash Pad on a “first come first serve” 
basis for a period of 45 minutes, by donation

Daycamp
Summer day camps are being offered this summer in Elmira and Breslau, and 
some space still remains! For more information see our Summer Camps page at:  
www.woolwich.ca/summercamp 

Trails Closures
The Mill Race Trail and the parking lot at 32 Front St., St. Jacobs remain closed.

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage
Please join us on our webpage: Woolwich.ca/StayActive for activities 

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all open air burning within the Township. Whether you are 
having a small backyard fire or clearing your property of brush, a permit is required. You 
can apply for a permit at Woolwich.ca or by calling 519-669-6022 during COVID-19.

Council Meetings
While Council Chambers is closed to the public, Council will meet remotely following 
their regular schedule. Agendas are posted online Friday afternoon before the meeting 
and any additional items are posted shortly after noon on the day of the meeting. You 
can still participate in meetings while Council chambers are closed to the public: 

• Watch the meeting at YouTube.com and search for “Woolwich Township”
• Submit a comment in writing
• Make a delegation or attend a public meeting by video or toll-free phone
• Register to watch or listen to the meeting online or by toll-free phone

For help participating in a remote Council meeting, contact the Council/Committee 
Facilitator at 519-669-6004.

Local Business Resources
Local businesses are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in Woolwich 
Township. See who’s hiring on-line today!
In response to COVID-19, the Township’s economic development focus has shifted to:

• helping local businesses access Federal and Provincial financial aids;
• encouraging locals to support local businesses; and
• monitoring the economic impact to support Council decisions.

If you are a food establishment, ask us how you can open or expand patio space. 
For more information or for assistance accessing resources, contact the Township at  
519-669-1647 and ask to speak with the Economic Development & Tourism Officer or 
contact EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.

COVID-19 
Woolwich Township Update

For information, you may contact: 
• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400
• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are now required in Waterloo Region on transit and in all enclosed public 
places – including grocery stores, retail and places of worship. Children under five and 
people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt from the Face Covering 
By-law. It’s important to show kindness to those who are unable to wear a face covering. To 
make a complaint, call 519-575-4400 or find out more at regionofwaterloo.ca/MaskBylaw. 

Township Facilities
As the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve; the status of facilities and services 
may change. For current information, please see the Woolwich Township website at 
Woolwich.ca or call us at 519-669-1647.

Township Office
The Township Office is open for select services. Residents are encouraged to continue 
to use online or phone where possible or to book appointments with staff in advance. 

Recreation Facilities and Services
Check Woolwich.ca for reopening updates.

Woolwich Memorial Centre 
Fitness
The Woolwich Memorial Centre is offering limited fitness classes and fitness centre 
access on a pre-registered or drop in, first come, first served basis. Participants should 
expect a different experience as staff ensure that Public health protocols for screening, 
physical distancing and hygiene can be maintained. For more information see:  
 www.woolwich.ca/fitness

Pool
Preparations are underway to open the WMC pool for limited programming beginning 
Tuesday September 8th. Help our staff to best meet your needs by filling  out our survey 
at: https://forms.woolwich.ca/Reopening-Survey/WMC-Pool-Reopening-Poll

Splash Pad
The Elmira Splash Pad is open 11 am – 7 pm daily (weather permitting). 

Pasta is typically 
viewed as a food that 
packs on pounds and, 
more often than not, is 
relegated to the "do not 
eat" list. However, re-
search findings suggest 
that eating pasta is ac-
tually linked to a lower 
body mass index (BMI), 
a smaller waist mea-
surement, and a smaller 
waist-to-hip ratio. A high 
waist-to-hip ratio (great-
er than 0.86 for women, 
greater than 1.0 for men) 
is linked to an increased 
risk for cardiovascular 
disease and Type 2 dia-

Does pasta have a place in a weight-loss diet?
betes.

Pasta's perception 
problem

The chief complaint 
leveled against pasta is 
its high carbohydrate 
content. But a study com-
paring weight loss among 
811 overweight adults, 
who were following one 
of four reduced-calorie 
diets containing four 
levels of carbohydrates 
(65%, 55%, 45% or 35%) 
found that weight loss 
was similar among all four 
groups. That suggests that 
a high-carbohydrate diet 
that includes pasta is just 

as effective for weight loss 
as a low-carbohydrate, 
pasta-free diet.

In addition, a recent 
analysis of 29 randomized 
clinical trials found that 
including pasta, as part 
of a low-glycemic-index 
diet, was associated with 
lower body weight and 
BMI, compared to higher 
glycemic-index diets. Pas-
ta itself has a fairly low 
glycemic index (between 
33 and 61). Compare that 
to boiled potatoes, which 
have an average GI of 78.

Pasta is part of a 
healthy diet

Pasta can be found in 
the Mediterranean Diet, 
which studies suggest 
can aid weight loss as 
well as a low-fat diet, a 
low-carbohydrate diet, or 
the diet recommended by 
the American Diabetes 
Association. "Pasta can be 
a part of a balanced meal 
and healthy eating pat-
tern," says Rahaf Al Bochi 
R.D.N., L.D., spokesperson 
for the Academy of Nu-
trition and Dietetics. "It 
provides a great source of 
energy, B vitamins, and 
fiber, if the pasta is whole 
grain."

Keeping it healthy
Whether you choose 

spaghetti, spirals, penne, 
or lasagna, the ingredi-
ents for traditional pastas 
are the same – semolina 
flour and water. It's not 
the pasta, but your choice 
of toppings that can con-
tribute to weight gain. 
Think fettuccini alfre-
do, spaghetti with meat 
sauce, lasagna with meat 
and cheese, or pasta with 
Italian sausage. It's not 
the pasta that you need to 
keep it check; it's the calo-
rie-laden extras. Pasta is a 
fat-free, low-sodium food 

that can fit in almost any 
weight management plan. 
One-half cup of cooked 
pasta provides about 100 
calories.

To keep it healthy, opt 
for tomato-based sauces 
with vegetables such as to-
matoes, broccoli, squash, 
carrots, or chopped as-
paragus (especially tasty 
when roasted) and season 
with basil, oregano, or an 
Italian seasoning mix. 

Reprinted with permission from 
Environmental Nutrition, a 
monthly publication of Belvoir 
Media Group, LLC. 800-829-5384.  
www.EnvironmentalNutrition.com.

EATING HEALTHILY
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Martin, Sylvan B.
Sylvan Martin, of Elmira, passed away 
peacefully at home surrounded by his 
loving family on August 15, 2020, at 
the age of 81 years. Beloved husband of 
Vera Martin for 60 years. Loving father 
of Charlene (Paul) Leis, Judy (Kevin) 
Coulas, Gloria (Jeff) Bauman, Bonnie 
(Randy) Martin, and Donna (Jason) 
Martin. Dearest grandfather of Scott, 
Alex, Michael, Lindsay, Ashley (Jake), 
Nick, Jessica (Brock), Justin (Bobby-Jo), 
Jenna, Jocelyn (Brett), Emily (Cody), 
Sara (Scott), Luca, and Julia. Loved 
great-grandfather of Laine, Lexi, Liam, 
Ava, Blake, Chase, Connor, and Lincoln. 
Dear brother of Pearl Heintz and 
brother-in-law of Lovina Martin, Eva 
Martin, Arlene (George) Bauman, Clare 
(Rita) Martin, and Murray (Pat) Martin. 
Predeceased by his parents Henry and 
Minerva Martin, son-in-law Marvin 
Martin, siblings Mahlon (in infancy), 
Eileen (Henry Frey, Amsey Martin), and 
Delber, and brothers-in-law Leonard 
Heintz and Clarence Martin. 

A private funeral service, with family 
visiting one hour prior and interment 
following, was held on Tuesday, 
August 18, 2020 at 2 p.m. at Floradale 
Mennonite Church. The service was 
livestreamed and a link is available on 
Sylvan’s tribute page on the funeral 
home website. The family wishes to 
thank the palliative care team, with 
special thanks to nurses Jane, Amanda 
and Laura. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank or MCC would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Benjamins, Clara
Passed away peacefully on Sunday, 
August 16, 2020 at The Village at 
University Gates, Waterloo, at the age 
of 94. Beloved wife of the late Peter 
Benjamins (1983). Loved mother of 
Henry and Mary Lynn Benjamins of 
Waterloo, Paula and Dale Brunkard 
of Goderich, and Wilma Benjamins 
of Elmira. Loving grandmother of 
Michelle, Michael (Alaina), Nathan, 
and Tanner, and great-grandmother of 
Paige, Jaidyn, Addison, Mya, Gaven, 
and Makenzie. Dear sister of Hank 
and Alice Wimmenhove of BC and 
Joan Sweers of Hamilton. Predeceased 
by her parents Henry and Grace 
Wimmenhove and siblings Roely, 
Gerda, Hennie, Rudy, Gerrit, Harry, and 
Mieke. Cremation has taken place and 
a private family interment will be held 
in the Drayton Cemetery at a later date. 
As expressions of sympathy, donations 
to Make-A-Wish Canada or SickKids 
Toronto would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Slimmon, Lois Elaine
Passed away suddenly on Saturday, 
August 15, 2020 at New Groves Hospital, 
Fergus, at the age of 88. Lois was the 
beloved wife for 64 years of Gerald 
Slimmon of West Montrose. Loved 
mother of Brian (Beverley) and loving 
grandmother of Brendan. Dear sister of 
the late Chuck Wilken (Helen Bruder), 
Jane Arbic-Moore (Wayne Moore), 
and Ted (Velda) Wilken. Lovingly 
remembered by Lois and Gerry’s 
nieces, nephews, and their families. 
Predeceased by her parents Herbert 
and Lillian Wilken and in-laws Eleanor 
and Bruce Jones. After graduating 
from Kitchener-Waterloo Hospital as 
a Registered Nurse, Lois worked at 
Sunnybrook in Toronto when it was a 
military hospital and cared for wounded 
and ill soldiers. She was an avid collector 
of antiques and operated an antique 
business out of her home in Toronto for 
several years. She was also known as an 
accomplished restorer of fine furniture. 
Cremation has taken place. A private 
family graveside service will be held at 
West Montrose United Cemetery. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations 
to the Alzheimer Society would be 
appreciated since Lois battled the 
punishing effects of Alzheimer’s disease 
for many years.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Gingrich: Ms. Elizabeth
Elizabeth M Gingrich passed away 
peacefully at her home on Sunday 
August 16, 2020 in her 56th year.

Daughter of Minerva Gingrich, sister to 
Naomi (Orvie) Bauman, Erla (Mervin) 
Martin, Saloma and Susannah all 
of RR#1 Wroxeter. Amsey (Mary 
Ann)Gingrich of RR#1 WIngham. 
Magdalena (Eli) Bowman of RR#3 
Holyrood. David (Esther) Gingrich of 
RR#1 Holyrood. Elias (Sarah) Gingrich 
of RR#5 Lindsay, Alvin (Blendina) 
Gingrich of RR#2 West Montrose.

Predeceased by her father Urias M 
Gingrich.

Private viewing at the home of Elias 
S Weber 90715 Belmore Line RR#1 
Wroxeter on Wednesday August 19th 
from 8:30- 11:00 AM EST, 1:30-4:00 PM 
EST and 5-6 PM EST.

Private Funeral Services at 90715 
Belmore Line on Thursday August 
20, 2020 at 8:30 AM EST and thence 
to the Wroxeter Orthodox Mennonite 
Meeting House for further private 
services and burial.

Arrangements entrusted to Riverside 
Funeral Home.

www.r ivers idefuneralhome.ca

BOWMAN, Robert ‘Bob’
At his home, surrounded by his loving 
family, after a courageous five-year 
battle with multiple myeloma on 
Monday, August 10, 2020 in his 76th 
year.  Beloved husband of 54 years 
to Margaret ‘Marg’ (nee Linseman). 
Loving father of Brad (Joanna), Brian 
(Kathy) and Brenda Ricketts (Dave).  
Dear grandfather of Brianna, Clayton 
(Dana), Justine Haber (Greg), Brett, 
Brooklyn, Kasja, Colby, Jackson, 
Reed and Blake.  He will be sadly 
missed by his sisters and brothers; 
Jean Bauman (Gerry), Reta Evans 
(Earl), Harold, Erla, Ross (Gloria), 
brother-in law; Mervin Frey, as well 
as Marg’s family and many nieces and 
nephews.  Predeceased by his parents 
Absolom Bowman and Mary Ann (nee 
Martin) and his sister Arlene Frey.  
Bob drove truck for Rothsay (Maple 
Leaf Foods) for 41 years and received 
a safe driving award each year.  He was 
very hospitable by inviting all into his 
home.  He volunteered for many years 
for the Bridgeport Wish Run where 
every penny went to underprivileged 
children. Special thanks to Dr. Graczyk 
and the wonderful nursing staff and 
volunteers at the Grand River Hospital 
Cancer Clinic where he made their 
job a little easier with his humour and 
gifts of oranges, and to Dr. Kouroukis 
and nurse Terri-Lynn at the Juravinski 
Cancer Centre.  Bobs thoughtfulness 
was shown by his willingness to 
participate in clinical trials in the 
hope there will be a cure for multiple 
myeloma. Also to Dr. Finn, Dr. Moore 
and the home care nurses for your 
continuing care and compassion 
in Bob’s final days.  Friends visited 
at the family home, in Crosshill.  A 
private family service was held on 
Saturday, August 15, 2020 followed by 
interment at Rushes Cemetery.  Pastor 
Julie Ellison White officiated.  As an 
expression of sympathy, donations to 
Multiple Myeloma Canada, Sick Kids 
Foundation for cancer research or 
the Terry Fox Foundation of Ontario 
would be appreciated.

www.futher-frankl infuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

DEATH NOTICES

BENNINGER, ANDREW "ANDY" - It is with great 
sadness that the family of Andy Benninger 
announce his passing after a long battle with 
Alzheimer's disease.

DEKKER, LAURA - It is with great sadness the 
family of Laura Dekker of Loretto and formerly 
Maryhill, Ontario announces her sudden 
passing on August 9, 2020 in her 43rd year.

IN PRINT. 
IN DEPTH. 
ONLINE.

THE PARTY MIGHT BE CANCELLED BUT THE NOTICE DOESN'T NEED TO BE. CELEBRATE YOUR MILESTONES IN THE OBSERVER!

GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE - FRI. 
AUG. 21 - 4-8; SAT. 
Aug. 22 - 8 -. 14 Eagle 
Dr. Elmira. China & 
glass ware, tools, Fisher 
Price toys, canning jars, 
games, boys clothes 14 - 
16, computer desk.

GARAGE SALE - SAT. 
AUG. 22ND  9 A.M. 36 
Joseph St. Breslau. 
Assortment of house-
hold, kids toys and 
clothes, camping cot.

GARAGE SALE FRI.  
AUG. 21ST, 1:00 - 7 
p.m. Sat. Aug. 22nd, 8:30 
a.m., 37 Riveside Dr. W., 
Elmira. Furniture, house-
hold items.

GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE SATUR-
DAY AUGUST 29, 7 
a.m. Assortment of 
clothing and outerwear, 
sm and lg toy items, 
household/electrical/
outdoor items. 35 Mus-
covey Dr, Elmira Hand 
sanitizer will be provided.

LARGE GARAGE SALE  
FRI. AUG. 21ST 10 
a.m. - 4 p.m., Sat Aug. 
22nd 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 18 
Highcrest Lane E., St. 
Jacobs. Dishes and stem 
ware, canning jars, furni-
ture, BMW kids car and 
kids kitchen, blankets 
and quilts, lots of books, 
games, toys, tools and 
more.

WORD ADS 
FROM PG 12

ARE YOU 
BUYING  

OR SELLING
REAL 

ESTATE?
 YOU'RE IN THE  
RIGHT PLACE.

SEE PAGE 13 FOR 
REAL ESTATE
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The United Way Waterloo Region Communities 
distributed $1,240,000 to local organizations through 
Emergency Community Support Fund, the organi-
zation announced this week. Over the past month, 
UWWRC has received over 125 applications for com-
munity programs and services that support vulnerable 
community members. To date, 42 local organizations 
have been approved for a total of $1,240,000.

The Business + Higher Education Roundtable (BHER) 
and the Greater Kitchener Waterloo Chamber of Com-
merce (GKWCC) have partnered to create 200 new 
work-integrated learning opportunities with small 
businesses in the region by expanding the Access 
Student Talent program. Funding of $367,853 came 
from the federal government.

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

We Understand Car Repairs Can Be Intimidating
We want to serve & treat everyone fairly. Whether you 

claim to know alot about vehicles or nothing at all, 
we will explain things in a way that makes sense to you.

Families, Businesses, Farmers, New drivers, Elderly 
We will take care of you, in the way you need.  

THE UNITED WAY STUDENT FUNDING

THE BARTER SYSTEM IN ACTION

James Keachie with a Squier Fender Tele Electric Guitar he traded for an electric drumkit. The trade also included an amp and $40 cash to work towards his final 
goal.   [DAMON MACLEAN]

Elmira man, looking to parlay “moustache pins” into something bigger

The fine art of trading on up
BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

The conversion of one red 
paperclip into the owner’s 
new home makes an inter-
esting tale, one that long 
simmered as an inspiration 
to Breslau’s James Keachie, 
who’s now taken on a cou-
ple of trade-up ventures of 
his own.

Keachie was inspired by 
the well-publicized 2006 
exploits of Montreal blog-
ger Kyle MacDonald, who 
made a series of trades that 
turned a paperclip into a 
house. He calls his effort 
‘The Stabbing Moustache 
Project.’

“The reason for the 
kickass name, is that I was 
gifted for Christmas some 
moustache-shaped push-
pins from my sister-in-law. TRADING | 20

Try scallops and 
you’ll sea that you 

love them
Scallops are some-

thing a little differ-
ent that we don’t 

see as often but can now 
typically be found frozen 
in your local grocery store 
without having to go to a 
specialty market. They are 
actually the ones whose 
shell likeness is used in 
the Shell Gas Station logo 
– but don’t worry, they 
won’t give you gas.

Other types of “bi-
valves” such as clams and 
mussels have a singular 
edible muscle that can 
at times be chewy when 
overcooked.

Persons who are not a 
fan of these types of shell-
fish should really give 
scallops a whirl. 

Although they actually 
have a far more complex 
muscularly system, that 
actually leaves a very lean 
and tender edible portion 
almost resembling the 
texture of a firm white 
fish. 

They can be a little 
more expensive, however 
as they are rich in taste, 
you don’t need as large a 
portion.

When serving a dish 
with something such as 
shrimp or scallops, an old 
restaurant trick (shhhh, 
don’t tell anybody) we use 
it to both cook and serve 
the said shellfish sepa-
rately.

This allows for three 
things: one is that they 
don’t get over cooked, two 
is there is better portion 
control and, three, they 
don’t get lost in the dish.

If the scallops are bur-
ied under a sea of spin-
ach, you’re going to be 

IN THE KITCHEN

CHEF'S TABLE | 18

We used them for a little 
while, but really they aren’t 
needed, and mostly just 
were pinned to a corkboard 
not even holding anything 
up. I thought this would 
be a cool item, lots of curb 
appeal, I guess you could 
say, for a starting point,” 
explained Keachie, who 
was inspired by MacDon-
ald’s 14 trades from red 
paperclip to a house in Sas-
katchewan. 

Keachie had heard of 
MacDonald’s venture 
around 10 years ago, filing 
it away as a task he’d like 
to emulate some day.

“[I] just never did start 
it, until this summer. 
We recently had another 
baby, and I am taking a 
bit of time off work so I 
thought even though we 
are busy with the family, I 

can use my more ‘flexible’ 
schedule to work out some 
deals.”

In his second part of the 
project, the first attempt 
that began early July 
Keachie held the goal of 
trading his way up to a re-
mote control car. 

“I hoped I could quickly 
get to the goal so I could 
use it during the summer 
and fall.”

Keachie parlayed the 
pin into a cross-stitched 
picture of a wolf, then 
turned that into a Yamaha 
receiver and CD-player. 
With that he acquired a 
blu-ray player and sur-
round-sound system, trad-
ed up for a gaming key-
board and mouse, which in 
turn landed him a Traxxas 
Stampede remote control 
car without a body.

“Took me 27 days and 
only five trades to get a 
pretty awesome RC, even 
though it needs a body and 
new battery/charger – it’s 
where I stopped and have 
had tons of fun with it so 
far.”

Now Keachie has bigger 
aspirations for part two, a 
role in a music video. His 
two favourite bands are 
Tool and alexisonfire,  with 
the latter perhaps easier to 
contact due to locality.  The 
idea is for the group to set 
Keachie’s goal, and if he 
reaches it, they will hope-
fully trade him for a role in 
their music video. “Maybe 
they want a Blue 1980 Volk-
swagen Beetle to blow up... 
or a giant rubber band ball 
to roll down a hill? Whatev-
er it may be, that would be

very disappointed when 
you’re looking forward to 
a plate of scallops. Plus, 
when you put them on top 
it looks like you’re getting 
more!

Seared Scallops 
with Spinach and 
White Beans

2 Tbsp. extra virgin olive oil
2 cloves garlic, thinly sliced
1 cup finely diced red onion
1 cup diced fresh tomato 
1 can white kidney beans, 
drained and rinsed 
1/2 tsp. salt
1 pkg (142 g) baby spinach 
1lb frozen jumbo sea scal-
lops, thawed 
1 tsp. grated lemon rind
1/2 tsp. chopped fresh 
thyme
1/8 tsp. cayenne pepper
2 tsp. fresh lemon juice

1. Heat 1 Tbsp. of the oil in 
large saucepan over medi-
um-high heat. Cook garlic, 
stirring, for 30 seconds. Stir 
in onion; cook, stirring occa-
sionally, for 5 minutes. Stir in 
tomatoes, beans, 1/4 tsp. of 
the salt and 1 cup water. Bring 
to a boil then reduce heat to 
medium-low; simmer for 5 
minutes. Stir in spinach; cook 
until wilted, about 2 minutes. 
Remove from heat; cover and 
set aside.

CHEF DUFF 
CHEF'S TABLE 
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Join Us Online
Every Sunday

9:15 & 11:00 AM

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Summer Series:
How Can I Keep from Singing?

- Music as a Lament

Worship: 9:30am

Service moved on-line
See www.elmiramennonite.ca.

Emily Rempel preaching

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Woolwich Residents Support Fund
On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz 
launched the Woolwich Residents Support Fund 
(WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich Township Coun-
cil. 
The WRSF will initially address the anticipat-
ed unprecedented needs that many Woolwich 
residents will experience due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  However, the WRSF will continue to 
address ongoing needs experienced by Woolwich 
residents long after the pandemic has ended.   
In general, the fund will provide one-time finan-
cial support to an applicant. However, we realize 
that no two cases are the same. Unique situa-
tions may require further support that otherwise 
would not be accessible for the ongoing needs of 
the individual. 
Prior to an applicant drawing from the WRSF, the 
Fund Review Committee will access other com-
munity services and funds that may be able to 
support and/or provide for the individual.
While eligibility practices and an application 
process are in place, it should be noted that in 
unique, complex, crisis and acute circumstances 
funds may be provided at the discretion of the 
Fund Review Committee, assuming the core cri-
teria of the fund are met.
“What a great example of the barn-raising spir-
it that has always existed in Woolwich,” said 
Mayor Shantz about the Fund during her video 
announcement on what would have been the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival day. 

 

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.      Community Care Concepts of Woolwich, 

Wellesley and Wilmot
2.     Woolwich Community Services
3.   Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  Woolwich Community 
Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, Woolwich 
Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, Com-
munity Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to Wool-
wich Community Services, 5 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the website on 
the WCS Donate page.

Additional information:
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 � HOT DOG THURSDAYS! JOIN US FOR A FREE HOT-DOG AND 
drink. Grab and go format. Social distancing measures 
in place. Each Thursday in July and August from noon to 1 
p.m. Located at the side of the WCS building. Both meat and 
veggie dogs available.

2. Remove and discard little 
muscle on side of scallops, if 
present. Pat scallops dry with 
paper towel; place in small 
bowl. Add remaining 1 Tbsp. 
oil and remaining 1/4 tsp. salt, 
the lemon rind, thyme and 
cayenne; toss to combine.

3. Heat large nonstick frying 
pan over medium-high heat. 
Once hot, place scallops in 
pan flat side down. Sear for 1 
minute; turn over and contin-

ue to sear for another 1 min-
ute. Remove from heat.

4. Stir lemon juice into bean 
mixture; divide among six 
shallow bowls. Top each bowl 
evenly with scallops 

Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of 
“Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre 
just outside of St. Jacobs, which 
hosts private events, banquets, 
team building and cooking classes 
and also run breakfast and lunch 
in the café from Wed. – Sat;  
info@chefduff.ca.

 � CHEF'S TABLE: There's plenty to 
love when experimenting with scallops

FROM 17
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OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Physics units
5. "60 Minutes" 
network
8. Irregular yarn
12. Car accessory
15. "Not on ___!"
16. Stare longer
18. Black gold
19. Out of harmony
21. ___ Grove Village, 
Ill.
22. Eccentric
23. Things that don't 
work
24. Parallel line
26. French vineyard
27. Astrological transi-
tion point
30. Three
32. "A Prayer for ___ 
Meany"
33. Intensifies, with 
"up"
35. Lightsensitive 
engraving
38. Lung rattle to a 
doctor
39. Punjabi faithful
40. Plant disease

41. Aerodynamic
43. Charge
44. Cloak-and-dagger 
org.
45. Spectrometer
50. Bug out
51. 1973 Supreme Court 
decision name
52. Not minutes. Not 
seconds.
55. Greenish yellow 
that is redder than 
liqueur green
59. Meat on a stick
61. Arch type
62. Small red food
64. Rhythmic pattern 
in classical indian music
65. Bickerer in the 
"Iliad"
66. Grinder
67. Barbershop call
69. Fix, in a way
70. Cake topper
72. Chesterfield, e.g.
74. Academy Award
76. Barely get, with 
"out"
77. Ramp
81. “___ boom bah!”

82. Angry driver
83. "___ bitten, twice 
shy"
84. Atlanta-based 
station
85. Admits, with "up"
86. "My boy"
87. New driver, typically

DOWN
1. Train
2. Eccentric
3. Seperates
4. "Cut it out!"
5. Minor player
6. Sticker
7. Poker variant
8. Time spent studying
9. Famous Rough Collie
10. www.yahoo.com, 
e.g.
11. Egyptian Title (plr)
12. South African War
13. Relief
14. Borage family
17. Former French coin
20. Big Apple inits.
25. Conservative
28. Bull markets
29. Evasive

31. British Common-
wealth member
34. Escape, in a way
36. Accepted truths
37. x and y axis
42. Fermented Milk
44. Come up with
46. Minerals used in art
47. Go Crazy
48. Catcall
49. Sugar plant
53. Trust
54. Green
55. Hurting the most
56. First thing one does 
at a hotel
57. Aery. adjective.
58. Unit for meassuring 
herring
59. Sprite from German 
folklore
60. Exchange blows
63. Italian dialect
68. Tee, e.g.
71. Copter's forerunner
73. Alpine sight
75. Coin opening
78. "___ what?"
79. I, to Claudius
80. Animal house

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: 
What's the difference be-
tween a cluster headache 
and a migraine? Is there a 
way to treat severe head-
aches without prescrip-
tion medication?

ANSWER: There are var-
ious differences between 
cluster and migraine 
headaches, including how 
long the headaches last, 
how often they occur and 
the area of the head they 
affect. Several options are 
available to treat these 
severe headaches without a 
prescription.

Treating migraines, cluster headaches

MAYO | 20

One of the defining dif-
ferences between cluster 
and migraine headaches 
is their duration. A cluster 
headache lasts about 30 
to 90 minutes. A migraine 
lasts longer – often the 
entire day or potentially 
several days if left untreat-
ed. While it's uncommon 
to have more than one 
migraine a day, it's possible 
to have up to eight cluster 
headaches in one day. With 
cluster headaches, there 
are pain-free periods be-
tween the headaches.

Migraine headaches 
often fluctuate in severi-

ty over the course of one 
headache, but the pain 
doesn't go away complete-
ly.

Migraine pain can vary 
in location– developing on 
just one side of the head, 
behind the eye, in the back 
or front of the head, or the 

pain may be felt through-
out the entire head. Cluster 
headaches involve only one 
side of the head – typically 
at the temple or around the 
eye.

When a person has a 
migraine, it usually is 
soothing to rest with the 
lights off in a quiet room. 
In contrast, people who 
have cluster headaches 
usually become agitated. 
Other symptoms may ac-
company the head pain in 
both cluster and migraine 
headaches. Cluster head-
aches usually involve eye 
redness, tearing or nasal 

congestion on the side of 
the face where the head-
ache is located. Migraine 
headaches may trigger 
nausea and vomiting.

There is some overlap 
between the two headache 
types, and that can make 
it hard to differentiate 
between the two. For ex-
ample, some migraine 
headaches can cause tear-
ing, eye redness and nasal 
congestion, too. But those 
symptoms usually involve 
both sides of the head with 
a migraine, rather than just 
one side, as with cluster 
headaches. The best fea-

tures to use to separate the 
two are the duration of the 
headache, and the feeling 
of agitation or preference 
for rest.

Several techniques can 
be used to manage these 
headaches without a pre-
scription. A nonsteroidal 
anti-inflammatory drug, or 
NSAID, such as ibuprofen 
or naproxen, can ease mi-
graine pain. But don't take 
NSAIDs if you are taking 
blood thinners, if you have 
a history of kidney prob-
lems, or if you have had 
gastric bypass surgery.

 
AMERICA'S TEST KITCHEN

 
MAYO CLINIC

 

A fresh gratin that showcases the very best of summer tomatoes

Some think it's sacrilege 
to cook a perfect sum-
mer tomato, but we 

disagree. Cooking intensifies 
the tomato's natural flavor, 
and it's an excellent way to 
use good tomatoes at the 
time of year when there are 
plenty of them around.

Tomato gratin (sometimes 
called scalloped tomatoes) is 
a great cooked-tomato dish 
because it combines fresh 
tomatoes with bread to soak 
up all the juices released 
as the tomatoes cook. But 
if you use the wrong type 
of bread or treat it incor-
rectly, you can end up with 
a mushy mess. And that's 
a fate we can't accept for 
in-season tomatoes.

Knowing how important 
the choice of bread was, we 
tried breadcrumbs, sand-
wich bread and a supermar-
ket baguette, which all fell 

short. It was when we tried 
an artisan-style baguette 
that things really started to 
look up. With its resilient 
open crumb and chewy 
texture, it could soak up the 
tomatoes' juices without 
falling apart, and its crisp 
crust offered nice textural 
contrast.

We took two more steps 
to prevent the bread from 
getting too soggy: We cut it 
into large 3/4-inch chunks, 
and then we toasted them in 
a skillet with plenty of olive 
oil, which had the benefit of 
giving this otherwise lean 

dish some richness as well 
as balancing the tomatoes' 
acidity.

We set the bread aside 
before adding the tomatoes 
to the pan and cooking them 
to drive off some of their 
moisture. We then folded 
the bread back in just before 
transferring the skillet to 
the oven. This lessened the 
time it sat in the juices, so it 
wouldn't turn mushy. And 
for more crunchy contrast, 

we toasted another cup of 
bread, bringing the total 
to 4 cups, so that I'd have 
enough to scatter over the 
surface before sprinkling on 
the Parmesan.

The results were perfect: 
The gratin had a soft, ten-
der interior and a nicely 
crunchy, flavorful topping. 
For a boost of flavor, we 
browned some thinly sliced 
garlic in the skillet before 
adding the tomatoes. And 

with a sprinkle of chopped 
basil over the top of the 
gratin once it came out of 
the oven, we had a fresh 
take on tomato gratin that 
showcased the very best of 
summer tomatoes.

Best Summer 
Tomato Gratin 
Serves 6 to 8

6 tablespoons extra-virgin 
olive oil
6 ounces crusty baguette, cut 
into 3/4-inch cubes (4 cups)
3 garlic cloves, sliced thin
3 pounds tomatoes, cored 
and cut into 3/4-inch pieces
2 teaspoons sugar
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon pepper
1 1/2 ounces Parmesan 
cheese, grated (3/4 cup)
2 tablespoons chopped fresh 
basil

1. Adjust the oven rack to the 
middle position and heat the 
oven to 350 F. Heat 1/4 cup oil 
in a 12-inch ovensafe skillet 
over medium-low heat until 
shimmering. Add bread and 
stir to coat. Cook, stirring con-
stantly, until bread is browned 
and toasted, about 5 minutes. 
Transfer bread to a bowl.

2. Return the now-empty skillet 
to low heat and add remaining 
2 tablespoons of oil and the 
garlic. Cook, stirring constant-
ly, until garlic is golden at 
the edges, 30 to 60 seconds. 
Add tomatoes, sugar, salt and 
pepper and stir to combine. 
Increase heat to medium-high 
and cook, stirring occasion-
ally, until the tomatoes have 
started to break down and 
have released enough juice to 
be mostly submerged, 8 to 10 
minutes.

SOMETHING TASTY
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3. Remove the skillet from the 
heat and gently stir in 3 cups of 
bread until completely moist-
ened and evenly distributed. 
Using a spatula, press down on 
the bread until it is completely 
submerged. Arrange remaining 
1 cup of bread evenly over 
surface, pressing to partially 
submerge. Sprinkle evenly with 
Parmesan.

4. Bake until the top of the 
gratin is deeply browned, to-
matoes are bubbling, and juice 
has reduced, 40 to 45 minutes; 
after 30 minutes, run a spatula 

around the edge of the skillet 
to loosen the crust and release 
any juice underneath. (Gratin 
will appear loose and jiggle 
around outer edges but will 
thicken as it cools.)

5. Remove the skillet from the 
oven and let stand for 15 min-
utes. Sprinkle gratin with basil 
and serve. 
 
Recipe notes: For the best 
results, use the ripest in-season 
tomatoes you can find. Super-
market vine-ripened tomatoes 
will work, but the gratin won't 
be as flavorful as one made 

with locally grown tomatoes. 
Do not use plum tomatoes, 
which contain less juice than 
regular round tomatoes and 
will result in a dry gratin. For 
the bread, we prefer a crusty 
baguette with a firm, chewy 
crumb. You can serve the gratin 
hot, warm or at room tempera-
ture. 

For 25 years, confident cooks in 
the know have relied on America's 
Test Kitchen for rigorously 
tested recipes developed by 
professional test cooks and 
vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe 
testers. See more online at  
www.americastestkitchen.com/TCA.

 � KITCHEN: It's prime time to put tasty summer tomatoes 
to work in recipes, including this fresh gratin
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Be careful how frequent-
ly you take NSAIDs. If you 
take them too often, they 
can damage your kidneys 
or gastrointestinal tract. 
Do not exceed the dosing 
recommendations listed 
on the label. If taken more 
than 14 days a month, 
NSAIDs can worsen head-
aches.

If NSAIDs are not effec-
tive for a migraine, then a 
combination pain reliever 
that contains aspirin, caf-
feine and acetaminophen – 
such as Excedrin Migraine 
–can help. But those pain 
relievers can only be taken 
up to nine days a month.

Over-the-counter pain 

medications typically are 
not effective for cluster 
headaches. In some cases, 
melatonin may help ease 
cluster headache pain. Oth-
er supplements, including 
magnesium and riboflavin, 
have been used to help 
treat migraine headaches. 
But even when taken con-
sistently, it usually takes 
about six months to notice 
any difference, and, in 
general, these supplements 
alone do not effectively 
curb headache pain. Talk 
to your health care pro-
vider before you take any 
supplements.

Exercise that elevates 
the heart rate for at least 
30 minutes a day, three 

times a week, can reduce 
the severity and frequency 
of headaches. Some people 
also find using biofeed-
back techniques such as 
breathing exercises help-
ful.

If severe headaches are 
an ongoing problem that 
disrupts your daily life, 
make an appointment with 
your health care provider 
for an evaluation, and 
discussion of additional 
treatment and prevention 
strategies. 

Mayo Clinic Q & A is an educational 
resource and doesn't replace 
regular medical care. E-mail a 
question to MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.
edu. For more information, visit 
www.mayoclinic.org.

 �MAYO: Don't overdo it when taking NSAIDs to deal with 
chronic headaches and migraines, doctors advise
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the goal, so I have started 
just trading to see where I 
get,” he said.

At this point, Keachie 
has been documenting 
the process to put togeth-
er in a YouTube video in 
the future. Part two of the 
project is now well on its 
way. He has traded from 
a moustache pin up to a 
Apple Macbook pro in just 
three weeks.

All trades have been 
made within Kitchen-
er-Waterloo, Guelph and 
Cambridge through the 
use of Facebook and its 
marketplace as well as 
posts on his account. 

“What I have learned 
from the experience is 
items I think will be easy 
to trade, aren’t always. 
Be patient and have fun 
with it. It’s OK to say ‘no 
thanks’ to a trade offer. 
You need to make sure 
you have something 
somewhat easy to trade 
as to not get stuck with 
something too long, at 
which point would need 
to take a bit of a loss 
to move forward – one 
person’s junk is another 
person’s treasure, and 
they will find you. I start-

ed adding the cash offer 
amount because I was 
getting them anyways, 
people wanted what I had 
but didn’t have anything 

 � TRADING: Some patience is required, but with 
perseverance, you can get barter system to work for you
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James Keachie’s first trade-up goal was the Traxxas Stampede RC car, which 
he figures may require some additional investment. [DAMON MACLEAN]

worth trading, giving a 
dollar amount and some 
trade ideas seems to help 
guide people to better of-
fers,” Keachie explained.


