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Three deaths in one 
day bring COVID-19 
toll to seven in region

PANDEMIC CRISIS

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Three deaths in a single 
day this week brought the 
toll to seven in Waterloo 
Region, which had record-
ed 220 cases of COVID-19 
as of Wednesday.

The deaths Tuesday 
were two women and a 
man over the age of 70 who 
all had underlying health 
issues, the Public Health 
department reported.

“As we are still in the 
early phases of the pan-
demic, we have and will 
continue to see for some 
time, daily increases in 
the number of cases. And 
sadly, we continue to see 
more deaths as a result of 
COVID-19,” said Dr. Hsiu-
Li Wang, acting medical 
officer of health, in a video 
conference Wednesday 
morning.

Thirty of those infected 
are currently in hospi-
tal. Fifty-five people are 
self-isolating at home. Six-
ty-four cases have been re-
solved (29 per cent), while 
that status of 64 more cas-
es was still pending.

Among those infected 
are 64 health-care workers, 
and the region is monitor-
ing instances in six long-

term care facilities and 
retirement homes, where 
there have been nine cases 
reported.

Some 59 per cent of 
cases in the region involve 
women, with 40 per cent of 
those afflicted being men. 
People in their 50s make 
up 25 per cent of the cases, 
followed by those in their 
40s at 18 per cent. The next 
highest group is those in 
their 20s (15 per cent), fol-
lowed by those 80-plus (12 
per cent), 30s (10 per cent), 
70s (nine per cent) and 60s 
(eight per cent). Those un-
der the age of 20 make up 
two per cent of cases.

With a constant rise in 
cases, health officials are 
working on measures to 
keep people from develop-
ing and spreading further 
symptoms when seeking 
assessment .

“The ministry is working 
on a strategy for expanded 
testing,” explained  Wang, 
adding that ‘We should be 
able to obtain more testing 
kits to implement more 
testing.” 

Part of this plan includes 
a recent announcement of 
two referral-only centres 
being opened in the region.

“These are not testing 
PUBLIC HEALTH | 05

Fueling the frontlines
Louis Ditner, Dierre Acheson and Carrie Skerrit have been keeping their distance from each other at Never Enough Thyme in Elmira, where they’re still preparing 
food for takeout and delivery. [DAMON MACLEAN]

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Local health-care workers 
will be getting a “thanks a 
bunch” message next week 
– well, make that “lunch” 
– courtesy of the Fuel the 
Superheroes initiative. 

A hundred boxed lunch-
es prepared by Elmira’s 
Never Enough Thyme will 
be distributed in Kitchener 
each day next week – 50 
each to Grand River Hospi-
tal and St. Mary’s General 

Hospital. 
The GoFundMe project 

was launched by Catherine 
Mesly as a way of support-
ing frontline workers.

“COVID-19 is taking an 
immense toll on so many 
industries. However, while 
many of us have the luxury 
of working from home, 
self isolation and quali-
ty time our families, the 
amazing group of health 
professionals are putting 
in extremely long days, 
exposing themselves to 

potential illness and sub-
ject to a stress many of us 
will never have to endure,” 
she wrote on the GoFund-
Me page (www.gofundme.
com/f/fuel-the-superhe-
roes).
“There are just so many 
people who I think can 
benefit from a nice ges-
ture,” she said in an inter-
view Monday.

The initial goal of rais-
ing $5,000 has been sur-
passed, but she’s now look-
ing at extending the effort 

past next week, encourag-
ing more contributions.

Along with the meals, 
the volunteers will be de-
livering notes of support 
from the public.

“Even $10 goes a long 
way. And words of encour-
agement are also good. 
Every little bit helps,” said.

In conceiving the idea, 
Mesly enlisted the support 
of Dierre Acheson at Never 
Enough Thyme. 

Her event-organizing 
SUPERHEROES | 04

Fundraising eff ort to provide lunches to hospital workers starting next week
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PlankTheCurve
Together, We Can

KEEP 
UP
THE 
GOOD
WORK!

woolwich.ca/COVID19Subscribe to the Township’s website if you are
looking for regular updates on COVID19

I’m doing my part by:
Staying Home

Washing My Hands

Practicing Social Distancing

Keep a distance of 2 metres from others when going for walks or shopping for groceries

Share this thumbs up to let others 
know  you are doing your part.

Wash Your Hands

Social Distancing

Stay Home If Possible

More information and self-assessment at Ontario.ca/coronavirus

Ontario Responding to COVID-19

Contact Constituency Office:
519-669-2090

mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org

I would like to thank our frontline 
health care, personal support and 
emergency service workers for 
their amazing efforts to combat the 
spread of COVID-19.

I’m happy to share that countless 
businesses and individuals 
have shown real Ontario spirit 
by offering to partner with the 
province to support you and those 
you care for.

The Ontario government is 
investing $3.3 Billion in our health 
sector to provide the equipment 
and facilities needed to keep our 
community safe during this crisis. 
Overall, $17 Billion in support 
is being provided to Ontarians, 
especially for the most vulnerable 
through

• Social Services Relief Funding

• Expanding Mental Health
Supports

• Doubling GAINS payment for
Low-Income Seniors

• Child care for frontline workers

• Stopping Price Gouging

• 24/7 Off-Peak Hydro

Our office has responded to 
hundreds of constituent questions 
and concerns related to COVID-19. 
My staff and I will continue to be 
available for you and your family 
through this difficult time.

Thank you,

Mike Harris

MPP Kitchener-Conestoga
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Ontario government is providing $3,350,700 
to the Region of Waterloo to help protect the health 
and safety of the province’s most vulnerable people 
in response to the outbreak of COVID-19, Kitchen-
er-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris announced last week. 
The funding can be used by municipalities and social 
service providers such as homeless shelters, food 
banks, emergency services, charities and non-profi ts 
for a range of services.

Uniroyal Chemical odour impacts may be “dramat-
ically higher” than previously reported. Uniroyal 
Public Advisory Committee (UPAC) members are 
worried that Uniroyal’s odour abatement program 
may have been formulated using outdated air 
modelling software. The impact of odours could 
be up to 40 times greater than earlier suspected.

From the Apr. 10, 1999 edition of The Observer

building centre

JL’s Duke St

Shophomehardware.ca5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 • Text JL’s 226.979.1850

Same Day
Ship to Home

Delivery*

and choose JL’s as your home Store.

*Conditions apply local delivery, in stock merchandise. Call store for details.

FR
EE Solar

Pathmarker

Shophomehardware.ca
and choose JL’s as your home Store.

*Conditions apply local delivery, in stock merchandise. Call store for details.

Solar
Pathmarker
Was $9.99

497
Shophomehardware.ca

497
3603-638

homehardware.ca
and choose JL’s as your home Store.and choose JL’s as your home Store.

Pathmarker

and choose JL’s as your home Store.
homehardware.ca

and choose JL’s as your home Store.
homehardware.ca

3603-638

homehardware.ca
and choose JL’s as your home Store.

homehardware.ca
and choose JL’s as your home Store.

homehardware.cahomehardware.ca

SAVE
50%

*No 
rainchecks. 
No Online
orders.
We reserve
the right
to limit
quantities.

COVID FUNDING FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BEING NEIGHBOURLY

Kelly Christie, executive director of Woolwich Community Services, displays a selection of food that will be available as part of 
fresh food Fridays and lunch crunch Mondays. As well as some toys for the children for Easter.  [DAMON MACLEAN]

Woolwich launches support fund

Woolwich Township puts 150 employees on unpaid leave
BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Rather than issue layoffs, 
Woolwich has put some 150 
part-time and casual staff 
members on unpaid leave 
in response to the corona-
virus-related shutdown of 
many frontline services.

The move protects the STAFFING | 04

jobs of township employees 
such as lifeguards, facility 
attendants, concession 
workers and crossing 
guards, said chief admin-
istrative officer David 
Brenneman.

The township has main-
tained its complement of 
full-time employees and 
the majority of permanent 

part-time staff members, 
he added, noting most are 
working from home.

“Our goal is and has been 
to ensure continuity of 
critical services to the pub-
lic, while balancing fiscal 
responsibility with fairness 
to township employees,” he 
said in an email. “In terms 
of fiscal responsibility, the 

township appreciates that 
the pandemic has created 
economic uncertainty and 
financial strain on many of 
our community’s business-
es and residents, and as 
such difficult but necessary 
staffing decisions were 
made.”

The township has ex-
tended closures of all its 

facilities. The emergen-
cy-leave provisions for 
employees extends largely 
to those in recreation 
services, as the arenas, 
pool and parks are all idle 
due to measures put in 
place to slow the spread of 
COVID-19.

In Wellesley, there have 
been no layoffs, though the 

closure of recreation facili-
ties will have an impact on 
seasonal workers.

“We have deferred hiring 
part-time summer staff and 
have made arrangements 
that outside full-time work-
ers can stage start times so 
they can work alone,” said 
Mayor Joe Nowak, noting 

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Woolwich residents 
looking to help their 
neighbours through the 
COVID-19 crisis now have 
a very local outlet. The 
Woolwich Residents Sup-
port Fund (WRSF) is now 
taking donations that will 
end up aiding others in the 
township.

The initiative, to be 
centrally administered by 
Woolwich Community Ser-
vices (WCS), was launched 
Saturday – what was sup-
posed to be the big day for 
the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival – by Mayor Sandy 
Shantz.

“I wanted to do some-
thing on maple syrup festi-
val day,” said Shantz of the 
timing of the announce-
ment, noting there’s a need 
for a local response to the 
fallout from the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

“It was council wanting 
to find a way to help peo-
ple, to make sure people in 
the community were being 
taken care of.”

Donations to WCS and 
Community Care Concepts 
(CCC) can be earmarked 
for the local support fund. 
WRSF will be administered 

by WCS, with funds to 
be allocated through an 
application process. WCS 
executive director Kelly 
Christie and CCC executive 
director Cathy Harrington 
will the ones reviewing the 
applications.

Money from the fund 
will provide help to those 
in the community who 
need it, said Christie

“It will be used to meet 
their needs, whatever they 
may be.”

Just how much will be 
raised and how big the de-
mand for assistance will be 
remain to be seen. It’s early 
days yet, and this is a new 
initiative.

“It’s difficult to land on 
... how many people we’re 
going to be able to sup-
port,” she said.

Both WCS and CCC are 
already points of contact 
for those in need of assis-
tance. Likewise, the Wool-
wich Community Health 
Centre and Woolwich 
Counselling Centre will be 
channelling people to the 
application process.

Christie said she expects 
there will be an increase 
in the number of people 
needing assistance as the 
crisis plays out, noting 
there is often a lag between 

someone being laid off 
and turning to agencies for 
help. The need will extend 
to people who haven’t 
previously used such assis-
tance.

“We are going to be sup-
porting a whole group of 
people we haven’t support-
ed before,” she predicted.

That’s likely to be the 
case even after the im-
mediate health crisis has 
subsided, as the health and 
financial impacts might 
not show up for months 
afterwards, she added.

WCS had already seen 
an uptick in usage of agen-
cy’s food supports from 
those who already use the 
services. Where there was 
intermittent or staggered 
use, now those clients are 
showing up weekly for the 
“lunch crunch” program 
and the food bank.

For such food supports, 
the agency is hoping it will 
share in the $100 million 
in federal funding for food 
banks announced last 
week by Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau.

That funding will be 
used to purchase food and 
other basic necessities, and 
to help organizations find 
new, creative ways to reach 

SUPPORT FUND | 04

Assisting local residents who can help others in the community
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Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Graingerg g
Professional Corporation
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Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation
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Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney$25 OFF

Call us for a
FREE quotation 

and legal review of 
your transactions!

BE READY FOR
THE SPRING

REAL ESTATE 
MARKET!

WE ARE
OPEN!

people in need so they 
can continue to carry out 
their work while respecting 
physical distancing guide-
lines. To that end, they will 
be able to use the funding 
to buy or rent equipment 
and other materials to help 
address the unique needs 
of the communities they 
serve and the health-relat-
ed challenges presented by 

COVID-19, the government 
said in a release.

“Many Canadians rely on 
food banks and local food 
organizations to feed their 
families and find support 
in hard times. Now, with 
more Canadians turning 
to these supports, and do-
nations and available vol-
unteers decreasing, they 
need our help more than 
ever,” said Trudeau in a 

statement. 
Christie said she’s opti-
mistic the federal and pro-
vincial governments will 
provide funding for food 
banks if demand exceeds 
capacity.

“I’m confident that we 
will see the financial sup-
port as we need it.”

Access to the Woolwich 
Residents Support Fund  
is available by contacting 

WCS or Community Care 
Concepts. Donations to 
the WRSF may be mailed 
to Woolwich Community 
Services, 5 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or 
through the website (www.
woolwichcommunityser-
vices.org) on the WCS “do-
nate” page.

“People in this com-
munity have each other’s 
backs,” said Christie.

wider layoffs have been 
discussed as part of the re-
sponse to the pandemic.

With the crisis dragging 
on and longer shutdowns 
of services decreed by 
the province, the cities 
in the region have now 
announced layoffs of part-
time and casual workers. 
The City of Kitchener 

temporarily laid off 842 
employees, announcing 82 
seasonal workers will not 
be on the job.

As of Monday, 436 City 
of Waterloo workers will be 
on temporary leave, while 
Cambridge has announced 
its laying off 440 employ-
ees. In Guelph, the number 
of part-time employees giv-
en layoff notices hit 601.

 � STAFFING: Move follows layoffs of 
part-time and casual working in other 
municipalities in the region

FROM 03

background had seen her 
work with Never Enough 
Thyme before, and she 
thought they’d be ideal.

“They just do such a 
great job, not only with 
the menu but with healthy 
options. They’re a great fit 
for this project.”

“She and I have worked 
together before, so she 
came to me with the idea,” 
said Acheson of the ar-
rangement.

Both Mesly and Acheson 
are donating some of the 
meals, with the rest cov-

ered by the GoFundMe 
effort.

In the interest of making 
it a local effort, Acheson 
said she’s buying from 
small suppliers, who are 
also feeling the pinch from 
the current crisis.

“It’s not a whole bunch 
of business, but it’s some-
thing.”

The meals will draw on 
Never Enough Thyme’s 
boxed-lunch menu, in-
cluding sandwiches, sal-
ads and vegetables.

While the catering side 
of the business is on hold, 

the Elmira operation is 
continuing with its take-
out and delivery options, 
though the pandemic has 
made for some changes – 
it’s not business as usual. 
There have been adjust-
ments in terms of the sup-
plies that are available and 
in preparing food.

Where restaurant kitch-
ens are typically bustling, 
almost choreographed 
work spaces, social dis-
tancing guidelines mean 
that’s no longer the case. 
Workstations have been 
setup up so that everyone 

can maintain physical dis-
tances, and scheduling has 
been altered to help avoid 
any crowding.

“We’re used to working 
together in small spaces ... 
but that has change. It’s a 
new way of working,” said 
Acheson.

Deliveries are planned 
for next week, but organiz-
ers say they could  extend 
both the time and the 
range of recipients if fund-
ing allows.

“If it worked out that 
way, we can keep on going 
with it,” said Acheson.

 � SUPERHEROES: Pitching in to help those working on the frontlines
FROM 01

 � SUPPPORT FUND: Giving people an outlet to help right in the community
FROM 03

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Woolwich’s roads are much 
less busy these days, but 
there’s a full crew now out 
dealing with that quint-
essential sign of spring: 
potholes.

After a couple of weeks 
of rotating schedules and 
other hurdles related to 
dealing with the COVID-19 
pandemic, the township 
this week got its public 
works crews back on some-
thing of a routine.

“As of Monday, we are 
back to a full staff comple-
ment,” said director of in-
frastructure Jared Puppe.

That said, there are new 
guidelines in place to al-
low workers to maintain 
physical distancing, and to 
address health and safety 
concerns, he noted.

“In regards to outdoor 
staff, they are continuing 
to complete necessary 
maintenance activities in 
our facilities, parks and on 
critical infrastructure as-
sets, under new COVID-19 

Pothole season upon us, it’s back to the  
work routine for Woolwich road crews

safe working protocols,” 
added chief administrative 
officer David Brenneman 
in an email.

Road maintenance work 
began in earnest starting 
this week. The township’s 
gravel roads are particular-
ly in need of attention.

“The freeze-thaw cycle 
was particularly bad this 
year.”

The gravel roads need 
grading, while potholes 
require filling, the latter 
getting a boost with the ar-
rival of a “hotbox” asphalt 
patcher that allows for hot-
mix asphalt to be applied, 
blending in to the roadway, 
rather than simply shovel-
ling in some cold patch.

Woolwich is renting the 
equipment, having put on 
hold its plans to buy one 
this year.

“I think the hotbox will 
be an improvement,” said 
Puppe.

One of the first stops 
was High Street in Elmira, 
which had a series of pot-
holes filled Tuesday, much 
to the delight of resident 

Kevin Conlin, who had 
long complained about the 
surface of the street.

“They were just here this 
afternoon, so that deals 
with the problem,” he said 
Tuesday.

High Street and adjacent 
roads are slated to be re-
constructed. The original 
timeline was 2021, but 
that’s been pushed back 
a year for a variety of rea-
sons, including regional 
plans for reconstructing 
a stretch of Church Street 
East.

With the work at least 
two years away, that made 
patching the road more 
pressing, said Puppe.

The township has no 
large reconstruction plans 
on the books for 2020, but 
some $3 million in paving 
projects.

While noting the greatly 
reduced volume of traffic 
on the roads makes it an 
ideal time to do paving 
jobs, Puppe said munici-
palities are still waiting to 
hear from province about 
what kind of construction 
work can be carried out. 
Last week, Queen’s Park 
expanded the shutdown 
of workplaces to include 
much of the construction 
trade.

The township will be 
pushing ahead with some 
road projects, but others 
are being juggled just now 
as staff narrows a list of 
essential services.

“But we’re still focused 
on regular activities,” he 
said.

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

While the province is deal-
ing with an ever-changing 
social landscape as the 
COVID-19 pandemic rages 
on, social distancing mea-
sures are forcing business-
es to find different ways to 
continue their day-to-day 
work.

Municipal politics is 
not immune to the social 
distancing guidelines, 
and Wellesley council has 
adapted by moving their 
meetings to an online for-
mat so they can continue 
to serve the community.

Last month, council 
began to meet through a 
teleconference format  that 
was live streamed through 
YouTube. This was the 
first time council had ever 
taken such an approach 
to hold a meeting, and 
because of the state of 
emergency in the province 
related to COVID-19, it’s 
sure to be the new normal 
for some time.

Using Zoom Video Con-
ferencing, council has held 
two meetings so far, with 
Mayor Joe Nowak saying 
it’s going well.

“I think the format is 
such that each of the coun-
cillors gets an opportunity 
to speak, it’s actually a lit-
tle more regimented than 
your regular council meet-

Wellesley moves meetings online 
as social distancing practiced

ing,” said Nowak. 
He says the downside is 

residents and others who 
want to speak or take part 
in delegations would not 
be able to do so, and would 
have to send their notes 
instead.  

When residents watch 
the live video on YouTube, 
they’re not able to see vid-
eo of councillors and staff, 
instead getting an audio 
stream of the meeting as 
it takes place. Township 
clerk Grace Kosch said she 
hopes video and audio will 
be available to the public 
in any potential future 
meeting.

Another change that has 
come from meetings being 
moved to this format is the 
change of timing. All reg-
ularly scheduled meetings 
currently listed under the 
council meeting calendar 
are cancelled and will not 
run on the listed days and 
times.

Normally, regular coun-
cil and committee of the 
whole meetings are held 
on the first and third Tues-
day of each month in the 
evening. Since meetings 
moved online, they have 
not only taken place during 
the day, but have also 
been held on a Thursday – 
March 26 meeting – and a 
Wednesday – April 1 meet-
ing.

Nowak says he can’t 

promise a set schedule, and 
all future meetings will be 
held as needed when mat-
ters which are important to 
the community arise.

During the March 26 
meeting, council passed 
two bylaws, the first of 
which allowed members 
to participate in meetings 
electronically. 

The second bylaw, will 
allow the township to help 
support residents during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
These supports will in-
clude the waiving of penal-
ties and interest being on 
property taxes, late pay-
ment charges on miscella-
neous accounts receivable, 
and non-sufficient funds 
fees charged on custom-
er accounts. April and 
May 2020 is the period in 
which these things will be 
waived.

During the April 1 meet-
ing three bylaws were 
passed, two of which were 
held over from a March 17 
meeting that was cancelled 
due to COVID-19.

Bylaws passed included 
the closure and sale of St. 
Clements Road, the award-
ing of an SUV tender for a 
new fire command vehicle, 
and a property tax rebate 
for registered charities. 

Currently there are no 
plans to hold another 
council meeting in the next 
two weeks.

Municipality joins other regional councils to move to virtual 
meetings to continue township business
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Tel: (519) 669-5655 Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

ATTENTION: Important MessageATTENTION: Important Message
• COVID-19 Update •

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

Given the current situation with Covid-19, we are going to
be taking steps to protect our patients and ourselves.

If you have Covid-19 symptoms OR if you travelled back from Covid-19 
infection area stay at home and call tele-health / doctor's of�ce / public 

health / your pharmacy.

Please avoid in person pharmacy visit rather
call for your pharmacy related need. 

Symptoms (not limited to): runny nose • sore throat • cough • fever • dif�culty 
breathing (severe cases) 
• Keep social distance (4-5 feet)
• Avoid hand shakes
• Avoid crowds / gatherings
• Avoid travelling
• Drink plenty of water
• Self-isolate (call public health for information)
• We can help to #�attenthecurve and stop the spread of the virus with these 

temporary measures.
• Stay safe & wash your hands (soap & water preferred!). We are all in this together. 

THE WOOLWICH
COMMUNITY FUND

Helping Good 
 People do 
  Great Things

Grants from the Woolwich Community Fund will be awarded 
this Fall. Special grants are available for youth initiatives 
through the Fountain of Memories Fund.

Charitable organizations whose services benefit the citizens of 
Woolwich Township are invited to apply. Grants will be provided 
for capital expenditures or as seed money for new initiatives 
(not for operating expenses).

Grant applications will be accepted 
until Friday Sept. 4, 2020.

The Woolwich Community Fund application form and
information on how to apply are available at:

http://www.kwcf.ca
or contact

The Kitchener and Waterloo 
Community Foundation Office

519.725.1806  |  www.kwcf.ca
Jim Schwindt, Chairman - Woolwich Community Fund

TELEPHONE: 519.669.5012
Our plant is 

100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

WE ARE 
OPEN

FOR YOU
Due to COVID-19 we encourage you to place
your order in advance to reduce in store time
and promote social distancing.

Thank you for your continued support.

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Phyllis Winfield, owner of 
St. Jacobs Quilt Company 
Ltd. (SJQC), has taken on a 
new task to aid in the fight 
against the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic. 

More than three weeks 
ago, Winfield started mak-
ing personal protective 
equipment (PPE) for hos-
pitals and other frontline 
care workers after her sis-
ter, Dr. Doris Winfield with 
University Downs Family 
Practice, reached out and 
told her about a lack of 
equipment she and her 
colleagues were facing. 

It didn’t take much 
prompting and she got 
to work, giving the busi-
ness she started only six 
months ago a new path 
during this crisis.

“They had concerns 
about the timing of when 
public health would be 
getting them what they 
needed and they were 
having trouble buying it 
online,” said Winfield. “So 
I designed a gown and we 
found water-resistant fab-
ric and then we proceeded 
to make them for her of-
fice. Then word got out in 
her physicians' group that 
I had done this for her, so 
then they began reaching 
out to me.” 

Since word got out about 
her new project, she’s 
been fielding orders daily 

Local quilter shifting focus 
during COVID-19 pandemic
St. Jacobs Quilt Company making personal protective equipment for frontline workers

for hospitals, long-term 
homes and other groups 
as far as North York and 
Collingwood, who lack 
the PPE needed to combat 
COVID-19. 

To date, she has shipped 
out more than 500 gowns 
and kits to those who need 
them most.

In addition to making 
the gowns which she sends 
out fully sewn together, 
Winfield is also creating 
gown kits which can be put 
together by those with the 
necessary skills.

She says this wouldn’t be 
possible without the help 
of her suppliers who have 

told her they’re willing to 
do anything to help her 
with the work she’s doing.

“They have said ... ‘I 
just want you to know that 
we’ve got your back in 
this,’ so he (the supplier) 
said if you need more (ma-
terials) let me know and 
they’ll get it on a truck,” 
said Winfield.

During this time of 
crisis, Winfield is one of 
many business owners 
who have taken their work 
to another level by creat-
ing items which can help 
during the pandemic. She 
misses the shop she started 
after leaving her previ-

ous career as a chartered 
professional, but knows 
the work she’s doing now 
could help save many of 
lives.

Everybody has skill sets 
and talents, so do what 
you can to help during this 
very difficult time, sug-
gested Winfield.

While she has had to 
put her passion for quilt 
making on hold for the 
time being, she says any-
one who does want a quilt 
can contact her by phone 
at 519-664-7572 or email 
at pwinfield@sjqc.ca, and 
she’ll do her best to get 
back to the work she loves.

Phyllis Winfield with the medical gowns she's now making due to a general shortage of gear. [SEAN HEEGER]

facilities – the people that 
are being tested are the 
prioritized groups, and 
they are continuing to be-
ing tested through the hos-
pital associated clinics,” 
said Wang, noting the new 
centres serve a different 
purpose. 

“These community as-
sessment centres enable 
people that have been as-
sessed in primary care by a 
practitioner (a family doc-
tor or by a walk-in clinic) 
[to be assessed] virtually.”  

For those in the town-
ships, the closest assess-
ment centre is the West-
mount Walk-in Clinic in 
Waterloo.

With a long weekend on 
the horizon, Wang called 
on residents to continue 
to stay home and celebrate 
the holiday with direct 
family only, noting the 
stay-at-home edict still 
applies even under biblical 
holiday celebrations. 

“I’m asking all our resi-
dents who celebrate Eas-
ter. Please only celebrate 
with members of your im-
mediate family, those who 
are living in your house-
hold. And please check in 
virtually with other mem-
bers of your family.”

While noting it might 
be difficult to pass on tra-
ditional holiday celebra-
tions, she said everyone 
needs to help in the effort 
to flatten the curve of the 
virus’ spread.

In that vein, Mike Mur-
ray, the region’s chief 
administrative officer, 
stressed officials are now 
actively enforcing regu-
lations such as limiting 

gatherings to no more than 
five people.

“We are taking this se-
riously and we want the 
whole community to as 
well,” he said. “We will 
be actively out and about 
enforcing all of the guide-
lines and regulations (per-
taining to COVID-19).” 

That includes an in-
crease in police and bylaw 
enforcement presence 
over the long weekend. 
Enforcement will be ready 
to ensure social distanc-
ing will be maintained 
throughout the holiday, he 
said.

Public Health has not 
projected a peak time for 
COVID-19. Wang said, 
however, that measures 
are being made and projec-
tions are being calculated. 
Daily updates are available 
on the Region of Waterloo 
Public Health’s website.

Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph Public Health 
reports 113 confirmed cas-
es in its catchment area, 
and there has been just 
one fatality. Fifteen cases 
have been resolved, with 
seven patients in hospital, 
five in intensive care. 

As of Wednesday, the 
Ministry of Health was 
reporting 5,276 cases of 
the novel coronavirus in 
Ontario, with 174 deaths 
attributed to the virus, 
representing a mortality 
rate of 3.3 per cent. The 
ministry reports 2.074 cas-
es (39.3 per cent) have been 
resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show  
18,433 confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 nationwide, 
with 401 related deaths.

 PUBLIC HEALTH: Police will be 
enforcing the rules over long weekend

FROM 01
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A good time to take stock of our behaviour during this crisis
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

Easter weekend is upon us, 
though it’s certainly not 
going to feel like that’s the 

case.
Good Friday is a holiday – and 

the Monday following Easter 
weekend is also a holiday for 
some – though given how many 
people aren’t working just now, 
or working from home, it’s not 
going to be the same as the tra-
ditional long weekend.

And other Easter traditions, 
from large family dinners and 
egg hunts to church services, 
are all going by the wayside this 
year. Outside of the immedi-
ate family, gatherings of more 
than five people are prohibited, 
which puts the kibosh on many 
of the activities we’d normally 
have planned for this weekend. 

As has been the case for a 
few weeks, we’ll find alterna-
tive ways to keep in touch with 

friends and family – technology 
can be helpful in that regard, 
but it’s definitely not the same. 
But staying safe and healthy 
by staying home, maintaining 
physical distancing and fol-
lowing the other preventative 
guidelines will help ensure 
we’re around to swap stories 
about the decidedly unorthodox 
Easter we experienced in the 
spring of 2020.

Though increasingly secu-
lar – more about chocolate and 
bunnies (and chocolate bun-
nies) than resurrection – Easter 
is the preeminent holy day on 
the Christian calendar. Wheth-
er one is observant or not, the 
weekend is a reminder that we 
should be focusing on our better 
natures, a very important goal 
in these troubling times.

From hoarding items at the 
grocery store to losing patience 

with others, there are countless 
examples of bad behaviour that 
belie the “we’re all in this to-
gether” philosophy most of us 
are trying to adopt.

We’re all out of our routines, 
and formerly unthinkable ideas 
such as standing in line to sim-
ply enter a store, rationing and 
limited choices (most stores are 
simply closed rather than being 
less accessible) – a situation 
akin to our image of Cold War 
life in the Soviet Union, not our 
own present-day reality – have 
some of us one edge.

That, however, doesn’t ex-
cuse selfish behaviour, nor 
the sometimes-seen rudeness 
directed at employees of those 
essential businesses that re-
main open, particularly grocery 
stores and takeout restaurants: 
those workers, too, are facing 
the same tensions in their lives, 

plus the added stress of being 
on the frontlines, subjected to 
the irascible natures of some 
customers.

We should all heed the ad-
vice about walking in another’s 
shoes. There’s no bypassing the 
current state of the world – and 
it literally is a global problem – 
so it’s best we resign ourselves 
to it ... and do our best.

Of course, there are plenty of 
examples of people doing just 
that. In a time of crisis, most of 
us do rally around each other, 
presenting our best selves to the 
public – not as artifice, but as an 
indication of our true natures.

Selflessness and consider-
ation for others abound. You’ve 
probably seen examples of 
neighbourliness and concerted 
efforts to look after the most 
vulnerable in the community, 
whether family, friend or ac-

quaintance.
This area has a long history of 

volunteerism and community 
spirit, ideals that are routinely 
featured in these pages. This 
week is no exception, as the 
COVID-19 crisis has seen plenty 
of residents answer the call. Sto-
ries this week show people have 
been hard at work to counter 
the shortage of personal pro-
tective equipment, putting in 
countless hours making the 
likes of masks, caps and gowns 
for use by health-care workers 
and other frontline staff.

Such actions are really the 
predominant theme of our 
response to this crisis and the 
sweeping changes it has made 
to our lives. As we celebrate 
what is traditionally both a spir-
itual and family-oriented time, 
reflecting on the better nature 
of our angels.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

I t’s wrong to say 
that there is no exit 
strategy from the an-

ti-coronavirus lockdowns 
that have proliferated 
across the world. There 
is, and the first phase is to 
keep the lockdowns going 
long enough to bring new 
COVID-19 infections down 
to a manageable number. 
Maybe by June.

Then you start playing 
whack-a-mole until there 
is a vaccine (minimum 
18 months). If there is no 
effective vaccine, then you 
have to keep doing it until 
your population has devel-
oped ‘herd immunity’ (two 
to four years for most plac-
es, but only if surviving the 
infection confers lasting 
immunity). But at least you 
can reopen most of your 
economy.

From lockdown to 
whack-a-mole

These are the best op-
tions left for the countries 
that missed the bus when 
the coronavirus first ap-
peared three months ago 
– which is to say practically 
all of them, with the ex-
ception of the East Asian 
countries: China, South 
Korea, Taiwan and Hong 
Kong.

The most important 
(and startling) statistic of 
the current pandemic is 
that Americans are 120 
times more likely to die of 

Like the dinner itself, family time is likely to be much less involved this weekend.

“Because the big banks control more than 90% 
of the banking market in Canada they can hike 
fees and interest rates whenever they want, and 
treat customers however they want, and so the 
federal government must fi nally make key changes 
to protect 30 million bank customers from gouging 
and abuse during this crisis, and into the future.” 
Duff Conacher of Democracy Watch on a new 
letter-writing campaign and Change.org petition.

There’s been an improvement in Canadians' perceived 
relationships with all orders of government – provin-
cial, federal and municipal. The Quebec government 
leads with 74% of respondents reporting improvement 
in their relationships with the province. Alberta has 
seen the least improvement at 44%. At the national 
level, 46% of respondents report improvement in 
their relationships with the federal government.
Argyle Public Relationships Index

DYER | 08

GWYNNE DYER
GLOBAL AFFAIRS

VERBATIM THE MONITOR



COMMENT & OPINION  | 07THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2020 |  THE OBSERVER 

LOCAL VIEWPOINT

If we don't push back, "temp" powers are sure to be entrenched

W e are in uncharted 
waters, grappling with 
many unknowns, from 

how long the lockdown will last 
to the (now heightened) machi-
nations of the stock market. But 
one thing we do know: there are 
plenty of people poised to take 
advantage of the crisis, the harm 
to the public be damned.

That applies to large corpora-
tions hoping for competitors to 
close up shop, and then swoop-
ing in to buy assets at dimes to 
dollars and governments looking 
to enhance their police-state 
powers.

From Machiavelli and Orwell 
to Naomi Klein, crises have al-
ways been used to grasp more 
power, to disadvantage the 
public. We saw that naked greed 
following 9/11, and the lack of 
controls before and after 2008. 
With each new incident – and 
the advances in technology – our 
civil rights are steadily eroded.

Right now, we’re seeing some 
exceptional assaults on our 
rights, freedoms and privacy 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Whether the measures under-
taken are valid is a discussion for 
another time – ideally right af-
terwards, when powers will have 
to be curbed permanently – but 
there are already signs of trouble. 

That’s not just in the likes of 
Hungary where the already fas-
cist tendencies of Victor Orban 
have been growing for years, but 
even on the home front, where 
officials were attempting to gain 
new powers and mused about 
mass surveillance via our mobile 
phones. That such actions have 
not been roundly condemned 
and censured at this point is wor-
risome; if they’re not addressed, 
or preferably punished, later on, 
we’re setting the stage for much 
worse down the line.

As governments respond to 
the novel coronavirus, many are 
declaring states of emergency 
and giving themselves expansive 
powers. Some censor informa-
tion, surveil populations, and 
detain critics. Are governments 
overreaching? Will new powers 
be rolled back when the crisis is 
over? 

Such are the issues tackled by 
Fionnuala Ni Aolain, UN Special 

Rapporteur on Counterterrorism 
and member of the Irish council 
for Civil Liberties.

“The danger is that states, par-
ticularly non-democratic or less 
open societies, would use the 
opportunity given by the health 
emergency to crack down on par-
ticular minority groups, or indi-
viduals or groups that they see as 
highly problematic,” she recently 
told Al Jazeera.

“It is not a popular position to 
argue for pause, evidence-based 
policy making and consider-
ation of short-, medium- and 
long-term effects of exceptional 
powers when facing crisis. This 
can seem like a luxury in the 
face of the challenges faced in 
hospitals and medical settings. 
But the better we reflect in the 
short-term the more likely that 
the long term effects of such 
powers on open and fair societ-
ies is positive and not do more 
long-term damage to the health 
of democracies,” she posted on 
Twitter.

We have every reason to be 
worried about the consequenc-

es of actions being taken today 
morphing into more intrusive 
measures tomorrow.

“As the coronavirus pandemic 
brings the world to a juddering 
halt and anxious citizens de-
mand action, leaders across the 
globe are invoking executive 
powers and seizing virtually 
dictatorial authority with scant 
resistance,” writes Selam Gebre-
kidan is an investigative reporter 
for The New York Times based in 
London.

 “Governments and rights 
groups agree that these extraor-
dinary times call for extraordi-
nary measures. States need new 
powers to shut their borders, 
enforce quarantines and track 
infected people. Many of these 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

actions are protected under in-
ternational rules, constitutional 
lawyers say.”

You can bet those in power are 
keen to enshrine measures to 
track us all, enabling a forceful 
response to public backlash and, 
most importantly, taking steps 
to ensure they stay in control, no 
matter what.

That’s the agenda that should 
deter those who trot out the 
“if you’ve got nothing to hide” 
argument in support of the ev-
er-growing number of invasive 
measures being carried out by 
governments, ours included. 
That line of thought leads to 
an awfully slippery slope, one 
George Orwell would recognize: 
why not video monitoring inside 
your home, if you’ve got nothing 
to hide?

There are plenty of practical 
reasons to protest what the gov-
ernment is doing in this regard, 
as doing away with all surveil-
lance, from cameras in public 
places to all spy agencies, would 
make us all much safer from 
the real threat to our liberties – 

here’s a hint, it’s not terrorists or, 
the new bogeyman, viruses.

Along with our civil liberties, 
they’ll also take our money. Of 
course, money’s no object to 
those who’ll line their pockets 
with your dollars while curtail-
ing your freedoms. Oh, this is 
all couched in the language of 
increased safety, drawing heavily 
on terrorism rhetoric. This gov-
ernment is not the first to take 
authoritarian steps – that’s been 
going on for decades – but it 
certainly has been eager to take 
advantage of the post-9/11 frenzy, 
joining the U.S., UK and other 
nominal democracies in clawing 
back hard-won rights.

Many governments in the 
West have been quick to foster 
a culture of fear, allowing them 
to impose laws that would have 
been unthinkable before 9/11 and 
to spend vast sums of money 
on military, police and security 
programs that have enriched the 
coffers of a few at everyone else’s 
expense.

The Electronic Frontier Foun-
dation, which has long been at 
the forefront of the digital pri-
vacy battle, raises a number of 
concerns over the latest infringe-
ment.

“The COVID-19 public health 
crisis has no precedent in living 
memory. But government de-
mands for new high-tech surveil-
lance powers are all too familiar. 
This includes well-meaning 
proposals to use various forms of 
data about disease transmission 
among people. Even in the midst 
of a crisis, the public must care-
fully evaluate such government 
demands because surveillance 
invades privacy, deters free 
speech, and unfairly burdens 
vulnerable groups. It also metas-
tasizes behind closed doors. And 
new surveillance powers tend to 
stick around,” writes the organi-
zation’s Adam Schwartz in piece 
posted last week.

With each new measure that 
increases video, phone and In-
ternet surveillance, overrides the 
judicial process and creates new 
enemies through wars, we edge 
a little closer to the kind of dys-
topian state Orwell, Huxley and 
countless others have warned us 
about.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

 ■ Today’s 
situation is 
analogous to life 
during wartime

To the Editor,
Years ago, when my grand-
mother was alive, we used 
to chat about things she 
used to cope with as a 
young mother of five little 
ones during WW2. She 
shared about the anxieties 
and fears she struggled 
with, while purposely 
keeping a brave face in 
front of her kids (but crying 

when alone). 
My grandmother told 

of dealing with surprise 
inspections by German 
soldiers making sure the 
farm was complying with 
restrictions that were 
imposed on them, the 
sounds of bombs, visions 
of fires, battling starvation, 
child-beggars arriving on 
their door-step for a morsel 
of food, constant fears of 
once-trusted neighbours 
falsely accusing friends to 
the authorities (the list was 
endless) all while knowing 
her husband (who was in 
the Dutch military) was 
captured and sent off to 

Germany.  Somehow she 
and my grandfather sur-
vived that time in their 
lives and eventually immi-
grated to Canada from the 
Netherlands.

Last week I was re-
minded once again of the 
things my grandmother 
had to cope with in the 
midst of the war when my 
daughter, who is a nurse in 
north Alberta, phoned me 
to download the anxiety 
she was working through 
with her hospital’s first 
COVID-19 patient. Waking 
up to reality was like the 
first-time bomb that fell 
in her backyard. She was 

struggling with the fear of 
possible future effects on 
herself and her young fam-
ily now that the virus was 
in her face.

Many people are expe-
riencing similar emotions 
with the COVID-19 virus 
that is spreading glob-
ally, in a sense, almost a 
WW3. The unknowns, the 
restrictions, the personal 
losses, and the frustration 
or anger towards those not 
willing to cooperate with 
boundaries, all remind me 
of the wartime emotions 
my grandmother described 
to me.

How do we avoid dis-

couragement, anger or 
panic? How to stay encour-
aged, keep a brave face for 
the sake of our children, 
or be a beacon of encour-
agement to a disheartened 
friend or family member? 
How to be respectful with 
unwelcomed boundaries 
imposed on us?

In war-torn areas of the 
world, these are similar 
issues people are dealing 
with all the time. Life be-
comes all about trying to 
survive in the most opti-
mistic way possible. And 
trying to balance thinking 
about oneself (and family) 
while being mindful of 

those around them. Like 
them, we are dealing with 
those same issues.  And 
like them, the majority of 
us are bound to get burned 
one way or another, but, 
as a majority, we will get 
through this period of time 
in our lives.

Have you been one of 
many who have experi-
enced the first ‘bomb’ 
in your life in relation to 
the coronavirus? Maybe 
you’ve had a number of 
bombs around you. You 
may be battling inner fears 
and anxieties during this 
time. Even struggling with 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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COVID-19 than Chinese 
citizens.

We know how many Chi-
nese died with some preci-
sion, because the dying has 
stopped in China, at least 
for the moment. The total 
is 3,331, most of them in 
Wuhan or the surrounding 
province of Hubei. The 
only new cases now being 
reported in China are in 
citizens returning from 
abroad.

The predicted death 
toll from COVID-19 in the 
United States, according to 
no less an authority than 
President Donald Trump, is 
100,000.

You may be sure that 
that is the lowest number 
Trump thinks he can get 
away with. His chief in-
fectious disease adviser, 

Dr Anthony Fauci, actu-
ally said “looking at what 
we’re seeing now, I would 
say between 100,000 and 
200,000 … deaths” on 
March 29, but let’s stick 
with the lowball figure.

One hundred thousand 
American deaths is a toll 
30 times higher than 3,331 
Chinese deaths, but that 
still leaves one important 
factor out. The population 
of China is four times larg-
er than that of the United 
States. So in proportion to 
its population, COVID-19 
will kill Americans at 120 
times the rate it killed Chi-
nese people.

That is shockingly high, 
but the comparable rates 
for major European coun-
tries are just as bad. Italy 
and Spain have just passed 
the peak rate of deaths 

– the daily rate has been 
falling since last week – 
and will probably end up 
with around 20,000 deaths 
each. The United Kingdom 
is still climbing the curve, 
but will probably end up in 
the same place.

Each of these countries 
has about one-fifth the pop-
ulation of the United States, 
and is facing about one-
fifth the number of deaths. 
If the American death toll 
climbs well above 100,000, 
then you can start blam-
ing Trump for the excess 
deaths, but there is some-
thing more fundamental 
happening here.

All these countries 
moved very late to act 
against the virus, so late 
that their only remaining 
option was lockdown. 
Whereas all the east Asian 

countries reacted at once.
China, where the coro-

navirus originated, was 
blind-sided by the wave of 
deaths in Wuhan, but as 
soon as the virus had been 
identified Beijing locked 
the city down, and soon 
after the whole country.

A week or two were lost 
to the Chinese regime’s 
denial and its reluctance 
to damage the economy, 
but the reaction was still 
fast enough. The lockdown 
worked, and most Chinese 
are now back to work.

South Korea, Taiwan and 
Hong Kong got the warning 
at the same time as every-
body else. No country other 
than China needed to go 
into lockdown at that point, 
because the coronavirus had 
not yet gained a firm foot-
hold in their populations.

DYER:  Slow reaction to the threat will result in more deaths, and we're a long way from getting back to normal
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have some serious experi-
ence of pandemics, how-
ever, so they immediately 
started testing frantically 
to identify new clusters of 
infection, tracing all the 
contacts of the infected 
people, and isolating ev-
erybody involved to break 
the chains of infection.

These methods never 
detect all of those infect-
ed, and the ones that are 
missed will cause new clus-
ters of infection to emerge 
a few weeks later, so this 
is a never-ending game of 
whack-a-mole that requires 
a small army of testers 
and contact tracers. But it 
keeps the death toll down 
and the economy open.

Western countries did 
not use the ample time 
they had to put a similar 

system in place. They 
didn’t even stock up on 
masks, ventilators and 
protective clothing. They 
let the infection spread so 
widely that only a long, full 
lockdown could contain it. 
Why? Arrogance, wishful 
thinking, and a fierce de-
termination not to harm 
economic growth.

A great many unneces-
sary deaths later, when the 
remaining number of in-
fections is down to Korean 
levels, Western countries 
will finally be able to re-
open their economies and 
join the game of whack-a-
mole. But by that time, of 
course, the pandemic will 
be rampaging through Afri-
ca, the Middle East, South 
Asia and Latin America.

Back to normal is still a 
long way off.

Name Town Phone Website
Take 
Out

Deliver
Special
Hours

Online 
Order

Elmira Tandori Grill Elmira 519-210-3333 elmiratandoorigrill.com ■ Call Ahead

Never Enough Thyme Elmira 519-669-0374 neverenoughtyme.com ■ To Porch Call Ahead

Dyer Sweets Elmira 519-841-9932 dyersweets.com ■ 9am-5pm ■

Kitchen Kuttings Cafe Elmira 519-578-6400 kitchenkuttings.com
eweber@kitchenkutting.com

■ ■ email 
order

Central Tavern Elmria 519-669-9028 thecentraltavern.business.site ■ Call Ahead

Tien Lee Restaurant Elmira 519-669-9028 tienlee.com ■ Reg. Hours

Chef Du�  at RiverSong Hawkesville 519-500-1715 chefdu� .ca ■ Call Ahead

The 86 Wallenstein 519-901-2105 the86.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Elmira Donuts & Deli Elmira 519-669-5353 ■ 6am-4pm

Little Gyros Greek Grill Breslau 519-648-4976 www.littlegyrosgreek.ca ■ ■ Call Ahead ■

Pita Pit Elmira 519-669-3333 www.pitapit.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Harvey's | Swiss Chalet Elmira 519-669-4640 www.swisschalet.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Twice The Deal Pizza Elmira 519-669-4777 twicethedealpizza.com/ ■ ■ Reg. Hours ■

LOCAL EATSLOCAL EATS
Support local. Our local eateries are still ready to feed you and your families.

Are you a restaurant in Woolwich or Wellesley Township? Are you open 
during COVID-19 restrictions? Not on this list? Want to be on the list? 
Visit ads.observerxtra.com/local-eats and fi ll out the form. Free-of-charge

protecting your kids from 
becoming panicked while 
battling it yourself.  Start 
sharing with each other. 
Talk with others via phone 
or internet. Get ideas. Get 
perspective during this 
time of ‘war’ in our coun-
try. Discover how others 
are working towards a 
healthy respect for the un-

 LETTER: Now is certainly the time
to be supportive of one another

FROM 07 pleasantness around us.
 And, at the same 

time, work on becoming 
encouragement to others 
when everything appears 
to be falling apart around 
us. Share who or what 
your source(s) of encour-
agement(s) are. United we 
stand, divided we fall.

Rosely Schwarz, Elmira

STEVE GALEA
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

D uring these strange 
times we are living 
through, I think it’s 

even more important to tell 
that special someone we 
are isolating with exactly 
what they mean to us. 

Commercials used to ad-
vise love-struck men to “Say 
it with diamonds.”  Sadly, 
they were never exactly 
clear about what ‘it’ meant. 
My best guess is that ‘it’ 
meant “You need an item 
that could be used in fash-
ioning rudimentary tools or 
bartering in the event of a 

How to say "it" with antlers
societal collapse.”

Which is why, on Sunday, 
I was pleased to find some-
thing that could substitute 
for “it.” You see, during a 
solitary walk in a stretch 
of woods, I found an antler 
that was shed by a small 
buck sometime around 
January.

I quickly realized that, 
given the choice between 
the type of diamond I could 
afford or a shed antler that 
I found on the ground, my 
special someone would 
probably opt for the antler. 

Women are, after all, highly 
practical, and an antler, as 
we all know, can at least 
double as a back scratcher 
– or if you find a matching 
set, a pretty fancy set of sal-
ad tongs. Moreover, a shed 

antler is a unique work of 
art, much like a snowflake, 
since no two ever bear the 
same rodent tooth marks.

Before you think that 
you now have the key to 
romance, let me explain 
there is a right way and 
a wrong way – OK many 
wrong ways – to give a 
woman a shed antler that 
you found.

First, let’s focus on the 
right way. And that means 
keeping it to three points 
or less. 

Sure, you could give the 

love of your life a four-
point shed antler but it’s 
really far too ostentatious 
and, eventually, you’ll both 
regret it. The nearest I can 
liken this to is Gollum and 
the One Ring. Every time 
she brings out the antler, 
you’ll lust for it and mutter 
“My Precious” – especially 
if it has long tines and good 
mass.

And that’s not good for 
a relationship in the long 
run.

No, if you really love her, 
you should say ‘it’ with a 
three-point antler or less.

Now let’s discuss a few 
of the other missteps you 
should avoid. Chief among 
these is not giving your 
special someone a found 
antler if it is still attached 
to the deer skull. That’s just 
overdoing it and something 
you should save for an im-
portant anniversary – such 
as the one that celebrates 
your biggest brook trout.

Also, you should not try 
to give antlers to her in 

earring form – unless you 
give her a matching hunter 
orange beret to accompany 
them during deer season. 

Obviously, these are not 
hard-and-fast rules. For 
every woman reacts to the 
gift of a shed antler differ-
ently. 

Some tear up. Some re-
main speechless. Others 
visit their mother or sister 
for several weeks – pre-
sumably so they can lord it 
over them.

My own special someone 
opted for speechless.  

I’m not sure if that was 
because I told her that if I 
could, I’d give her moose 
antlers (provided they were 
under 20 inches and not 
too broadly palmated) or 
whether it was because of 
the words I chose to ac-
company the gift.

I said, “If you think this 
is special, you should see 
what I’ve got in store for 
you on the fifth anniver-
sary of my biggest brook 
trout.”

Are you a small business in Woolwich or Wellesley Township? Are you open during COVID-19 restrictions? Want to be included in a Shop 
Local Directory? Visit ads.observerxtra.com/shop-local and fill out the form. This is a free-of-charge service for local businesses.

SHOP LOCAL
LET'S SUPPORT OUR 
SMALL BUSINESSES

Start a new conversation in our 
community. Write a letter today.
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Stop the Spread
COVID-19 can be deadly.
Stay home. Save lives.

Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
fi ring? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Restaurants Canada estimates that 800,000 food-
service jobs have already been lost nationwide due 
to COVID-19 – more than 300,000 just in Ontario 
alone – and they might not return if current conditions 
continue. Four out of fi ve restaurants have laid o�  
employees since March 1. Nearly one out of 10 restau-
rants have already closed permanently and another 
18 per cent will permanently close within a month if 
current conditions continue.

The average value of Canadian farmland increased 
by 5.2% in 2019, the smallest increase over the past 
decade, according to the latest FCC Farmland Values 
Report. The 2019 increase follows gains of 8.4% and 
6.6% in 2017 and 2018, respectively, and becomes 
part of a fi ve-year trend of softening growth in av-
erage farmland values. In Ontario, average farmland 
values increased by 6.7% in 2019, following gains of 
3.6% in 2018 and 9.4% in 2017.

RESTAURANT WOES FARMLAND PRICES

T.E.A.M. Financial Solutions  

Tel: 519-498-T.E.A.M. (8326) 

Toll free: 1-844-440-T.E.A.M. (8326)

Email: teamfinancial@sunlife.com

www.teamfinancialsolutions.com

We’re here 
for you.

COVID-19 is  
affecting us all.  
We’re here for you, 
and we will  
help you stay 
healthy and 
informed. 
Let’s connect.

Tony Velenosi* CFP®, CIM®

Advisor

Theresa Dietrich* CFP®, CLU®, CHS™, CFDS,  

CEA, B.Math

Associate Advisor

William McBay* CFP®, CLU®, CHS™, CEA, CFDS

Advisor

*Mutual funds distributed by Sun Life Financial Investment Services (Canada) Inc.  
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is a member of the Sun Life group of companies.
© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2020.

THE NEW NORMAL 

The real estate market has cooled off in light of a pandemic, but there are provisions for service to continue. [SEAN HEEGER]

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Being asked to stay at home 
has put a real damper on 
moving to a new one. While 
the coronavirus pandemic 
hasn’t brought the real es-
tate business to a complete 
halt, though there have 
been some changes.

Most business has been 
shuttered due to COVID-19, 
but the province has man-
dated that 44 essential 
services are still allowed to 
remain open and continue 
their day-to-day work. Real 
estate is one of those grant-
ed an exemption, although 
it’s not quite business as 
usual.

“Real estate has been 
deemed an essential ser-
vice by the Ontario gov-
ernment, as have lawyers, 
moving companies and the 
land transfer registry,” said 
Colleen Koehler, president 
of the Kitchener Waterloo 
Association of Realtors. 

Real estate has been deemed an essential 
service, but COVID-19 has changed the 
rules of the game, softened sales

We're not on the move, realtors feeling it

“There were several, sev-
eral properties that people 
needed to buy and sell. 
Whether they had already 
purchased something un-
conditional of the sale of 
their property or for finan-
cial reasons they needed 
to sell, there’s all kinds of 
reasons why properties still 
need to go.” 

Koehler says that since 
March 17, the amount of 
“obvious sales activity” 
dropped significantly and 
51 listings had to be sus-
pended, essentially taken 
off the market.

While the purchase and 
sale of homes is still being 
conducted, because of so-
cial distancing measures 
and the safety consid-
erations of all involved, 
changes have been made to 
the process due to the cur-
rent climate.

Open houses are no lon-
ger able to take place as 
they have been banned by 
the province, and Koehler 

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

The seats are empty, the 
stages in darkness and the 
gallery walls bare – it’s a 
tough time just now to be a 
performer or artist. 

That reality was the im-
petus for Plan B, a crowd-
funding campaign directed 
at raising money to sup-
port K-W artists in need in 
the face of COVID-19. 

The fundraising idea 
was pitched by Neruda 
Arts artistic director Isa-

says realtors have been 
using virtual open houses 
and other alternatives to 
showcase homes on the 
market. 

Whether it’s through 
online postings or social 
media, marketing is being 
done through inventive 
ways to ensure business 
can continue, she said, as 
the buyers and their agents 
are able to ask questions 

and make their decisions 
without having to break 
social distancing measures. 

If seeing a house in 
person is a necessity, only 
one-on-one showings are 
allowed to happen, with  
rigorous safety measures 
put in place.

Koehler said other 
changes include not show-
ing properties where peo-
ple may be quarantining 

due to COVID-19 and new 
clauses being created by 
lawyers for realtors to use 
in the sales process.

With these new mea-
sures, things like final 
walkthroughs being elimi-
nated from the purchasing 
process can lead to a small 
savings on the price of the 
house.

March’s numbers show 
a slight decline in the mar-

ket, but Koehler says April 
will be a much more telling 
month.

“We were still up 15 per 
cent with only two weeks 
of sales in March, so we 
had a really incredible start 
to the spring market and 
obviously it has just been 
halted,” said Koehler. “I 
think April you’ll see that 
change again.”

Despite what may hap-
pen down the road, Koehler 
says Waterloo Region re-
mains a top destination for 
job seekers and those on the 
move, a status that’s going 
to help in the long run.

“We have an incredible 
influx of people that keep 
moving to the region that 
is outpacing the amount of 
inventory that continues to 
come on the market even 
despite the pandemic,” 
said Koehler. 

Realtors are doing ev-
erything in their power to 
keep their clients safe and 
Koehler asks any potential 
client to “do what they’re 
supposed to do” and not 
list houses or look to buy 
unless it’s absolutely nec-
essary.

Plan B looks to help Waterloo Region artists bridge the gap
bel Cisterna, who brought 
together MT Space artistic 
director Pam Patel and ac-
tors Terry Barna and Jenni-
fer Cornish to bring Plan B 
to light.

With a GoFundMe page, 
the group has raised more 
than $6,000 towards the 
initial goal of $8,000, though 
that target is likely to be ex-
tended, said Patel this week.

Everyone in the artistic 
community is in the same 
boat, as there can be no 
audiences for any kind of 
event. While the local arts 

scene is small, it’s support-
ive, she said.

“We have a really good 
system here of being coor-
dinated.

“Art in all its forms is 
what’s going to carry us 
through this pandemic and 
into the world again as we 
come out of it, and we must 
protect our artists in the 
face of financial loss.”

With a cut-off this week, 
the organizers will be 
making the first $4,000 
available to artists based 
on an application process, 

with the allocation to be 
decided in a jury-style for-
mat. There will be another 
round of funding again 
next month, said Patel, 
noting there are no strings 
attached to the support 
funding.

“They can use it to pay 
the rent, or to buy some 
groceries ...”

The funding is open to 
Waterloo Region residents 
who make their living pre-
dominantly in the arts.

With the selection pro-
cess, the group will be 

looking  to spread funding 
through various art forms, 
from music and theatre 
through fine arts.

“It’ll be interesting to see 
what medium or art form 
people apply for,” she said.

Pretty much everyone 
in the arts is suffering at 
this point, she said, noting 
her theatre, MT Space, 
has been able to pay some 
cancellation fees to actors, 
though that’s not always the 
case. With no live music, 
theatre or art viewings, for 
instance, it’s a rough time 

for a whole raft of people in 
the arts community.

With Plan B, the idea is 
to provide at least some 
funding until the situation 
changes.

“We’re looking to raise 
some money to bridge the 
gap,” she said.

And the gap is likely to 
continue for some time. 
There have already been 
cancellations of summer 
events such as festivals, 
which are typically busy 
times for musicians, for 

PLAN B | 12
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We Are All In This Together — Keep Safe!

LetUsFloorYou.ca  |  Flooring You Since 1995

We Are All In This Together — Keep Safe!

1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements • 519-699-5411

St. Clements
Heart & Home

Paul Wagler

The Country Store
with the City Stock.
The Country StoreThe Country Store

with the City Stock.

We have lots of paint
and stock flooring for
those projects you’ve
been wating to get to.

Call us and get
started.

We have lots of paint

START YOUR
“HONEY-DO”

LIST NOW

We can deliver
samples or product

to your porch
or door.
Call Us.

We can deliver

CHECK
OUT OUR
SAMPLES

We Are All In This Together — Keep Safe!

St. ClementsSt. Clements

As of April 6 our 
store will not allow
customers to enter.
Call ahead to arrange 

your order - you can then 
pick it up in the parking

lot or we can 
arrange delivery.

As of April 6 our 

WE
ARE HERE
FOR YOU.

KITCHEN
DESIGNS

Let’s start planning
to transform your
kitchen. Let’s talk
and work out the

details now.

Woolwich Community Health Centre and
the Wellesley Township Health Centre 

�ank you from your local primary healthcare team — still working to 
keep you healthy — stay home to stay safe and keep us safe too!

Reminder for Christian Easter, Coptic Christian Ascension Day, Hindu Vaisakhi, Jewish 
Passover and Muslim Ramadan — please maintain physical distancing.

�is special time of rejoicing will be 
different this year:  no public gatherings, 
no fellowship, no visiting. 

Stay home, limit trips for essentials only. 
When going for groceries get curb side 

pickup or limit your time in the store.

Don’t visit older or frail people but don’t 
let anyone feel lonely - reach out, phone or 
connect virtually. We need each other’s 
support now more than ever.

2 meters / 6 feet

 More info online at www.wchc.on.ca

woolwich.ca/COVID19Subscribe to the Township’s website if you are
looking for regular updates on COVID-19

Practice Social Distancing — Keep a distance of 2 metres from others 
when going for walks or shopping for groceries

Who to Contact

Contact For:
• Non-essential businesses that 

are prohibited under the 
Emergency Management and 
Civil Protection Act from 
remaining open.

519- 575-4400

Contact For:
• People gathering in outdoor recreation 

spaces (eg. parks, sport fields, 
playgrounds, etc.)

• Events & gatherings of more than 5 people.
By-law Enforcement
519- 669-6009

Contact For:
• Questions about whether a 

business is essential or not.
Stop the Spread Business 
Information Line:
1-888-444-3659
Price Gouging Complaints:
1-800-889-9768

Find links to online reporting and
more information about COVID-19

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com
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Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca  (519) 578-3777
Member of Parliament, Kitchener-Conestoga
TIM LOUIS

@TimLouisKitCon

Dear Residents of Kitchener-Conestoga,

Thank you to all frontline and essential workers: healthcare workers, first responders, 
food and agriculture sector, grocery and pharmacy employees, truck drivers and 
everyone that is working hard to keep us safe.

Our governement is listening and we are committed to a Team Canada approach at this 
difficult time. Here’s how we’re helping:

• Canada Emergency Response Benefit - Helping those who lose work, with $500 a 
week for up to 16 weeks.

• Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy - Protecting jobs (including not-for-profit 
organizations and charities) covering up to 75% of salaries.

• Guaranteed Loans for Businesses of all sizes - Helping people who need it, access 
credit with no-interest loans of $40,000.

I welcome the opportunity to speak with you directly. You can reach me by calling 
(519) 578-3777 or emailing Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca. 

Take care and stay healthy.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT CANADA.CA

O ne reason farmers 
farm is the satisfac-
tion that comes with 

feeding people. In Canada’s 
case, those people are not 
only the Canadians who 
live from coast to coast to 
coast, but also citizens of 
many other countries. Can-
ada is the world’s fifth larg-
est exporter of agricultural 
commodities. 

And the U.S. is our big-
gest trading partner. About 
35 per cent of the food we 
export goes there.

Every day – not just in 
the pandemic-driven crisis 

Canada should share life's necessities with others
we’re in – food is a neces-
sity. It’s unimaginable to 
think of us holding it back 
from people who need it.

But last week, the 
Trump administration’s 
mean-spirited and poten-
tially deadly attempt to 
hoard medical supplies 
destined for Canada threw 
fuel on the fire for those on 
this side of the border who 
are calling for Trump-like 
protectionist policies here. 

It also gave new moti-
vation to those who think 
the Canadian government 
hasn’t done enough to 

support farmers during 
not only this time of crisis, 
but in the preceding years 
when they’ve been beaten 
up by everything from 
climate change to rock-bot-
tom prices. 

Those legions are signif-

icant. Senator Rob Black of 
Fergus summed it up this 
way Tuesday on Twitter: 
“I’ve been hearing from 
people in the ag industry 
– from mushroom growers 
to cattle producers to food 
processors – and I’ve heard 
the same message: agricul-
ture has the ability to lead 
us out of this crisis and 
continue to feed Canadians 
and the world, but needs 
government on its side.” 

No one is surprised any-
more by Trump’s bravado 
and posturing, especially 
with a U.S. federal election 

on the horizon. But even 
Trump knows health does 
not exist in a vacuum. Food 
is vital for health, and peo-
ple who are adequately fed 
are the best equipped to 
fight disease and recover 
from it. 

Farmers are the ones 
who produce that food. 
Instead of threatening our 
supplies, Trump should be 
asking what the U.S. can do 
to further open the border 
for access by Canada’s agri-
food sector, which provides 
food for everyone, includ-
ing Americans. 

Such discussions are 
moot, though, if farmers 
themselves are unhealthy 
or otherwise unable to pro-
duce food.

In a post on the blog 
Food Focus, University of 
Guelph researchers Mike 
von Massow and Alfons 
Weersink call farmers the 
foundation of the food sup-
ply chain. They say farmers 
are used to dealing with 
uncertainty from weather 
and market volatility. 

But COVID-19 means ad-
ditional risks, they say, in-
cluding the risk of the virus 
directly affecting the farm-
er and farm employees. For 
example, given the average 
age of farmers in Canada is 
58 and roughly one-quarter 
are over 65, farmers are 
particularly vulnerable to 
the virus should they be-
come infected.

The researchers say gov-
ernments have prioritized 
the food supply chain and 

are working to ensure that 
food continues to move. 
Despite Trump’s threats 
against medical supplies, 
the borders are open to 
commerce, driven in large 
part by the desire to keep 
imported food coming to 
Canada. 

“Open borders are not 
just important for Cana-
dian consumers,” say the 
researchers. “Canada is 
an important exporter of 
foods and if borders are 
closed or restricted this 
could have serious impacts 
for Canadian producers 
as prices would drop as 
markets are lost and excess 
supply resulted.”

Their perspective is 
mirrored by the Canadian 
Agri-Food Trade Alliance. 
It says countries may be 
tempted to hoard and 
adopt food restrictions, 
but it contends that supply 
shortfalls will be best ad-
dressed though unfettered 
flow of products and in-
creased production.
“Taking away the possi-
bility to sell abroad would 
remove the incentive for 
farmers, producers and 
food manufacturers to 
grow, make, and deliver 
safe food and feed prod-
ucts to where they are 
needed most,” it says. “In 
these dire times, more 
trade is needed, not less.”

Canadians must look after 
other Canadians. But I just 
can’t see us holding back 
life’s necessities from any-
one – including Americans. 

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

 PLAN B: GoFundMe effort looks
to ease the pain in the arts community

FROM 10

example, and main sources 
of revenue for some arts 
organizations.

“It’s going to be a really 
hard time for gigging mu-
sicians.”

In its early stages still, 
Plan B is likely to evolve 
along with the situation 

we’re all facing just now, 
she added. 

“There really are so many 
unknowns. Things are 
changing on a daily basis.”

More information, in-
cluding links to donate or 
to apply for funding, can 
be found at the MT Space 
website, www.mtspace.ca.

Pam Patel started a GoFundMe to help support performing artists during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Donations can be made online.  FACEBOOK PHOTO
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Offi ce:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104
Fax:           519-669-5753 
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classifi ed Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-residential

Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-commercial

Placing Classifi ed Advertising

Classifi ed advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
offi ce hours. All classifi ed advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifi cations are available at: 
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Coming Soon    
Make Your Condo Reserva�on Now    

Coming Soon
Make Your Condo Reserva�on Now

Units are in the early stages, book a showing 
now before they are all sold out!!

Milverton Meadows Condo’s will 
soon be available!  Kitchen 
highlights granite counter tops, 
dove tail corners on real wood with 
so� close drawers.  914 square foot 
to1175 square foot, open concept 
units available, with in-suite 
laundry.  Small town living with all 
the necessary services, ice rink, 
public school, grocery and gas bars 
and s�ll only 30 minutes from 
Waterloo and 20 from Stra�ord or 
Listowel.  Ground Maintenance 
provided … Sit back and let 
someone else shovel snow and cut 
the grass … Great Investment 
Opportunity!

700 Square feet of Upstairs office space - Unit 
could be used as 2 offices and an open space ... 
or one office, Board room and open space. A 
second office, (approx. 130sq �) is available to 
lease if needed. Private entrance available. 
Parking available. MLS # 30788162
    

63 Union Street, Elmira
Rent $875/Month

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E SHELP WANTED

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR 
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

Country living on the edge of the village 
of Hawkesville. All brick bungalow, ideal 
for retirees. 25 yrs old. 2+ bdrms, eat-in 
kitchen & L.R. Finished basement with 
rec room, offi ce, 3rd bdrm & 3-pc bath. 
Excavated under the garage – ideal for 
workshop. Deep rear yard complete with 
16x24 shed. MLS

3639 EMPEY RD., WALLENSTEIN

$649,900

Great central location! Well maintained 
bungalow situated across from a park 
and near schools. Mostly laminate fl oor-
ing on main fl oor. Dinette has sliding 
doors to rear deck. Replacement win-
dows. 3 bdrms, 4-pc bath. Finished rec 
room and 4th bdrm. Lots of storage. Up-
dated mechanicals including furnace, air 
conditioning, water softener & electrical 
panel.New MLS 

36 FIRST ST. W., ELMIRA

Relax & enjoy the peaceful setting in this 
log cabin/cottage. Great location – locat-
ed near a well travelled road – close to 
Drayton. Open concept main fl oor kitch-
en/dining area & living space w/wood-
stove. 3 pc. bathroom. 4 bdrms upstairs. 
Living space has sliding doors over-look-
ing the yard & water. Detached garage – 
14’ x 22’ w/loft for storage. Furnishings 
incl. Leased land. New MLS 

255 CONESTOGO LAKE

$399,900

NEW LISTING

Great central location! Well maintained 
bungalow situated across from a park 
and near schools. Mostly laminate fl oor-
ing on main fl oor. Dinette has sliding 
doors to rear deck. Replacement win-
dows. 3 bdrms, 4-pc bath. Finished rec 
room and 4th bdrm. Lots of storage. Up-
dows. 3 bdrms, 4-pc bath. Finished rec 
room and 4th bdrm. Lots of storage. Up-

ing on main fl oor. Dinette has sliding 
doors to rear deck. Replacement win-
dows. 3 bdrms, 4-pc bath. Finished rec 
room and 4th bdrm. Lots of storage. Up-SOLD

HELP WANTED

RETIRED PERSON NEEDS CLEANING 
LADY FOR APARTMENT IN WATERLOO. 
Please call 519-746-6521.

FOR SALE

LAWN FERTILIZER AND LAWN SEED - 
CALL GEORGE HAFFNER TRUCKING, 519-
574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS AGRICULTURAL 
SPRAY LIME, 22.5KG. BAG; FEED GRADE 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- AT COMPETITIVE PRICING. 
Call George Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING DELIVERED BY EIN-
wechter. Minimum 15 ton lots. Call 
George Haffner Trucking 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

COUNTRY PROPERTY WANTED 
TO RENT OR BUY. RETIRED 
gentleman, clean, no pets, 
non-smoker, steady income. Kevin 
519-505-3059.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

We support our
Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:

TRADES & SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND RENO-
VATIONS. OVER 35 YEARS 
experience. Please call 519-496-
7539 or email ron.spncr@gmail.
com

YARD AND GARDEN CLEANUP, 
MOWING, PRUNING, DECK 
Maintenance, Painting, Declut-
tering. Very Affordable Rates. 
Seniors Discount. Text or Call 
519-498-4309.

Small businesses need your help 
more than ever ... find ways to keep 
them part of our community.



14  | CLASSIFIED NOTICES THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2020

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

Council approves Financial Flexibility 
for those that need it

On March 26, 2020, Woolwich Township Council approved immediate fi nancial fl exibility 
for residents and businesses including:

• Waiving penalties and interest on property taxes for the months of April-May 2020,
• Waiving late payment charges on utility bills and miscellaneous receivable 

invoices for the months of April and May 2020,
• Waiving NSF (non-suffi cient funds) fees charged by the Township on customer 

accounts for the months of April and May 2020, and
• Suspend transferring Water & Wastewater accounts in arrears to Property Tax 

accounts during April and May 2020.
Current due dates will remain as is and no changes are being made to these dates. 
The approved actions are meant to give customers that need it additional time to make 
payments on both their property tax and utility accounts. Through these actions property 
owners and utility customers can continue to pay in full or if need be, partial payments, 
without being penalized.
Customers can continue to make payments through a Pre-Authorized Payment Plan, 
online banking, by mail or by the payment box located at the Maple Street side of the 
Township Administration Building located at 24 Church Street West in Elmira.

Woolwich Residents Support Fund:
Response to fi nancial needs of COVID-19

The ‘Woolwich Residents Support Fund’ is a one-time fi nancial support offered to 
individuals in need. However, this fund will continue to address ongoing needs 
experienced by Woolwich residents long after the pandemic has ended. 
This fund is being administered by Woolwich Community Services but can be accessed 
by contacting the following local charities:
• Community Care Concepts: www.communitycareconcepts.ca or 519-664-1900
• Woolwich Counselling Centre: www.woolwichcounselling.org or 519-669-8651
• Woolwich Community Services: www.woolwichcommunityservices.org or 519-669-5139 
To make a donation to support Woolwich residents in need, Woolwich Community Services 
is accepting payments online, by mail or in the mailbox.  
To Access the Woolwich Residents Support Fund you must:

• be a resident of Woolwich Township
• be experiencing a family crisis and/or a member of their family is experiencing a crisis
• have no other means of fi nancial resources to cover the full cost of the service or 

the unique service needs, and
• be able to provide the necessary documentation of current fi nancial situation, as 

appropriate.

Business Resources
The Government of Ontario has launched a new web portal, connecting workers with 
employers looking to fi ll positions in the agri-food sector. Ontario.ca/AgFoodJobs.
Wellington-Waterloo Community Futures (WWCF) has recently released an emergency 
assistance loan for small businesses in Woolwich, Wellesley, North Dumfries and Wilmot. 
The WWCF Emergency Fund Assistance Loans will help local businesses get through 
the fi nancial challenges brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic. More information is 
available at www.wwcf.ca or contact 519-846-9839.
In response to COVID-19, the Township’s economic development focus has shifted to:

• helping local business access Federal and Provincial fi nancial aids;
• promoting local businesses that are still available or offer online service; and
• monitoring the economic impact to support Council decisions.

For more information or for assistance accessing resources, contact the Township at 
519-669-1647 and ask to speak with the Economic Development & Tourism Offi cer. 

COVID-19
Woolwich Township Update

As the 2019 Novel Coronavirus or COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve around the 
world and in our local community, the health and wellbeing of Woolwich residents remain 
our top priority. The Township continues to work closely with area municipalities, Region 
of Waterloo’s Public Health, the Ministry of Health, Public Health Ontario, and national 
partners to monitor and respond to new developments.
For information on symptoms, treatment and preventative measures, you may contact:

• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400
• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000
• Public Health Agency of Canada: 1-833-784-4397

Township Services, Facilities, 
and Programs*

The Township continues to provide critical and core services. We are asking residents to try 
to conduct business online, by phone or to delay non-essential business. During this time 
please be patient, it may take staff longer than normal to respond to other inquiries as we 
respond to critical matters fi rst. 
All municipally run facilities, outdoor playgrounds and shared outdoor recreational 
amenities are now closed until at least May 4, 2020, including: 

• Township of Woolwich administration offi ce
• community centres, arenas,pools, public libraries and all programming
• playgrounds, sports fi elds, dog parks, basketball and tennis courts,outdoor 

community gardens, park shelters and skateboard parks
Other areas in parks including trails and outdoor spaces will remain open and available for 
residents to enjoy walkthrough access only. Please respect signage and follow appropriate 
social distancing.
*Please note as the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, the status of facilities and 
services may change. For the most current information, please see the Woolwich Township 
website at Woolwich.ca or call us at 519-669-1647.

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all open air burning within the Township. Whether you are 
having a small backyard fi re or clearing your property of brush, a permit is required. You 
can apply for a permit at Woolwich.ca or by calling 519 669 6022 during COVID-19.

Overnight Parking Ban Ended
The Township of Woolwich annual overnight parking ban started on December 1st and 
ended at midnight on March 31st.  Parking is now allowed on Township streets for a 
maximum of 24 hours at a time unless otherwise posted.  Please be aware that overnight 
parking is restricted on Regional Roads between 2:30 am and 6:00 am year-round.

Council Meetings
Council meetings have resumed following their regular schedule. Agendas will continue 
to be posted online Thursday afternoon before the meeting. Questions, comments and 
concerns from the public will be accepted by email to jsmith@woolwich.ca and letter mail 
at the address above or in the Administration Offi ce drop box for faster service. A video of 
the Council meeting will be posted online for public viewing.
Following the Provincial emergency order prohibiting public events and social gatherings 
of more than fi ve people, Council chambers will be closed to the public until further notice. 
Staff are working on additional options for public participation.

Provincial complaints regarding price gouging 
during coronavirus can be submitted online or by 
phone 1-800-889-9768.

Ontario Business 
Information



CLASSIFIED NOTICES | 15THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2020 |  THE OBSERVER 

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FINANCIAL SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003
taylortax@rogers.com

Custom Grading 

 Lawrence Martin

St.Clements, On • 519-699-4138

YardS
Laneways

RegraveLling

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Cressman, Lawrence  
Albert “Larry”

Passed away on Sunday, April 5, 2020 
at Grand River Hospital, Kitchener, 
at the age of 77. Beloved husband of 
Mary (Gunn) Cressman of Linwood. 
Dear father of Todd (Joy) Cressman 
of Linwood, Tim (Margie) Cressman 
of Linwood, and Lisa (Paul) Kraemer 
of Listowel. Loving grandfather of 
Tyler, Brittany, Ashley, Kristen, Jenna, 
Mitchel, Rodney, Wesley, and Nicho-
las. Grandpa Gigi will be missed by 
Peyton and Jase. Larry worked as a 
millwright at Seagram’s in Waterloo 
until his retirement. A private fam-
ily graveside service was held at St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Cemetery, Linwood. 
The family would like to express their 
sincere appreciation to Dr. Norris 
and the nurses from CarePartners. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations to 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Linwood, 
would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Floto, Kim Laverne
Passed away peacefully with fam-
ily by his side on Wednesday, April 1, 
2020 at St. Mary’s General Hospital, 
Kitchener, at the age of 65. Beloved 
husband of Karol (Bisch) Floto. Lov-
ing father of Nicholas (Melissa) Floto 
and Michael (Alexandrea) Floto. Very 
proud grandfather of Lucas, Ethan, 
and Thora. Loved son of Eileen Floto. 
Dear brother of Peter (Theresa), David 
(Laura), and Chris (Michelle). Kim 
worked at Elmira Pet Products for over 
25 years. At his request, cremation has 
taken place and there will be no visita-
tion or service. As expressions of sym-
pathy, donations to the KW Humane 
Society would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Shantz, William Bruce “Bill”
Passed away peacefully on Tuesday, 
March 31, 2020, at St Mary’s General 
Hospital, Kitchener, at the age of 85. 
Beloved husband of Joyce (Drexler) 
Shantz. Loved father of Bruce (Laurie) 
Shantz, Michael (Darlene) Shantz, 
Brenda Shantz (Ayana), Susan Shantz, 
David Shantz, and Mary Anne (Dino) 
Difruscia. Loving grandfather of Amy 
(Greg) Thompson, Brad, Ryan (Brad), 
and Greg Shantz, Jason and Sydney 
Difruscia, Kaitlin (Cory), Kendra and 
Jordan Mills, and Zane Hutchinson. 
Cherished great-grandfather of Lily 
and Austin Thompson who will greatly 
miss their Wednesday after school 
visits with him and the KitKat snacks. 
Lovingly remembered by his sister 
June Culp and Joyce’s family, Deanna 
Nimmo, Betty (Jack) Strauss, Helen 
(Gord) Beal, Marg Bisch (Paul), Charles 
(Jan) Drexler, and Bob (Bev) Drexler. 
Predeceased by his father Sylvan, 
mother Lorraine (Gole), and brother 
Robert.

Bill worked as a truck driver for Thur 
Transport for 33 years before his re-
tirement in 1995. He enjoyed hunting, 
fishing and playing cards at the Hunt-
ing Camp near Sundridge, Ontario. Bill 
was a founding member of the Elmira 
Rod and Gun Club. He was an avid To-
ronto Blue Jays fan and loved spend-
ing time listening to the broadcasts of 
their games in his carport. He was also 
a Toronto Maple Leaf supporter. 

At his request, cremation has taken 
place and there will be no visitation or 
funeral service. A celebration of Bill’s 
life will take place at a later date. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations to 
Woolwich Community Services (Food 
Bank) would be appreciated. The fam-
ily wishes to thank Dr. Green and the 
nursing staff at St. Mary’s Hospital 
for Bill’s care during this last visit. 
Special thanks to Dr. Onuska and Dr. 
Schwindt, as well as the staff of the El-
mira Medical Centre, for the excellent 
care over the years.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 9th
Birthday Bryson!

Love Mom, Dad, Megan & Snickers

Happy 80th Birthday 
Dorothy Martin!!

Mom, you have always provided us with love 
and kindness and patience. We appreciate 

you and we love you very much.

With love, your family. XOXO

Happy 65th
Birthday Ken!!

Love Gloria, Jason, Jeremy & Kristine
and Kaley and Carly

BIRTHDAY BIRTHDAY

BIRTHDAY

Schaner, Helen Gertrude
Peacefully passed away on Saturday, 
April 4, 2020 at Trinity Village Care 
Centre, Kitchener, at the age of 97. 
Beloved wife, for 58 years, of the late 
Art Schaner (2006). Loving mother of 
Dennis Schaner of Kitchener, Sylvia 
(Donald) Statham of Owen Sound, 
and Tim (Kim) Schaner of Kitchener. 
Dear step-grandmother of Meaghan 
(Will) Hunt and Zachary Ulmer, and 
step-great-grandmother of Mikala and 
Maxwell Hunt. Lovingly remembered 
by her many cousins, nieces, neph-
ews, and their families. Predeceased 
by her parents Alfred and Gertrude 
(Wideman) Gilles. Helen was a life-
time member of St. James Lutheran 
Church, St. Jacobs. A private family 
service, with Rev. Karen Kuhnert offi-
ciating, will be held on Thursday, April 
9, 2020 at 11 a.m. at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira. Relatives and 
friends are invited to view Helen’s 
live-streamed service on the funeral 
home website via her obituary notice. 
Interment will take place at St. James 
Lutheran Cemetery, St. Jacobs. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations to 
St. James Lutheran Church, St. Jacobs, 
or Trinity Village Care Centre would be 
appreciated. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

STEINMAN, Floyd
Life is only a precious memory and 
if we leave with good memories and 
no regrets, we did it right. Floyd left 
us with many good memories.  He 
passed away on Monday, April 6, 
2020 at the Stratford Rotary hospice 
at the age of 82, with his beloved 
Anna Mae.  Together they enjoyed 61 
years of married life.  Loving father of 
Rick (Nancy), Lorie (Paul) and Heidi 
(Calvin). Proud grandfather of Allison 
(Travis), Holly (Trevor), Joe (Christa), 
Josh (Amanda) Jessica (Justin) and 
Rachel.  Great-grandfather of Logan, 
Blake and Easton, Olivia and Luke.  
Brother of Roy, Bernice Wagler, Orval 
(Judy), brother in-law of Ron Gerber.  
Stepbrother of Elverne Jantzi, Frank 
and Beatrice Klein.  Brother in-law also 
of Ken Steckly, Kathryn Schmidt, Lin-
da and Vernon Jantzi and Reta Steckly.  
Predeceased by his sister Marie, sister 
in-law Lynda, brother in-laws Mahlon 
Wagler and Ralph Schmidt, his parents 
Clayton and Nancy Steinman as well as 
his stepmother Violet, and his in laws 
Ezra and Katie Steckly. Fondly remem-
bered by many nieces and nephews, 
business associates, antique farm toy 
friends, North Easthope tractor club 
friends, Wellesley seniors and the Pond 
View family. Floyd was a member of 
Wellesley Mennonite Church.  Floyds 
family wish to thank the many doc-
tors that took great care of him during 
his battle with brain cancer at the 
Juravinski Hospital, his family doc-
tors, Dr. Jones and Dr. Moore and the 
kind gentle care at the Stratford Rotary 
Hospice.  Cremation has taken place.  
There will be a private interment at 
Rushes Cemetery.  A Celebration of Life 
will take place at a later date.  In lieu of 
flowers, please consider a donation to 
the Stratford Rotary Hospice.

www.futher-frankl infuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

DEATH NOTICES

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Good Friday - Christ Has Died
Easter Sunday - Christ Is Risen

All services have moved online.

Worship: 9:30am

Fred Lichti preaching

DELONG, FREDERICK- 1927 - 2020 Fred 
passed away peacefully at Barnswallow Place 
in Elmira in his 93rd year with his beloved wife 
of 67 years, Dorothy (Kuhn), by his side.

KAMINSKI, HEINZ  - Passed away peacefully on 
Saturday, April 4, 2020 at Chartwell Elmira Long 
Term Care at the age of 90.
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

There is now no charge for using Grand River Transit 
services, a policy in place until May 31. As of April 20, 
weekday bus service will be reduced due to lower 
sta�  ng levels and ridership numbers, the agency 
announced.  GRT’s customer service locations will 
close to the public as of tomorrow (April 10).

Canadians can now apply for the Canada Emer-
gency Response Benefi t (CERB) online.  Canadians 
who have lost their income due to COVID-19 can 
expect their payment in 3 to 5 business days from 
when they apply if they are using direct deposit. 
That means most Canadians who are eligible will 
receive $2,000 before the end of next week, the 
government said in a release. Call 1-833-966-2099. 
www.canada.ca/coronavirus.   

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

”We understand these are extremely diffi cult times 
and the last thing you need right now are vehicle 
expenses.”

We invite you to read our latest blog post highlighting 
Leroy’s thoughts and intentions through this crisis. To 
view, visit our website at www.leroysautocare.net

~Leroy

Our Commitment To You

TAKE A FREE RIDE AT THE CERB

T his Easter will be 
non-traditional, but 
that doesn’t mean 

you can’t opt for some 
of the traditions when it 
comes to mealtime. 

You may not be hosting 
a dinner for an extend-
ed crew of family and 
friends, but this Hon-
ey-Glazed Ham can pro-
vide for some leftovers, 
or be scaled back to feed 

A quick and easy way to serve up ham for Easter dinner
a smaller group than you 
may have been planning 
for.

Ham and Easter go 
hand-in-hand, with this 
recipe offering up a sweet 
and tender meal with fla-
vour to spare.

Whatever you’ve got in 
store this weekend, do en-
joy the holiday – safely and 
with some joy.

Honey-Glazed 
Ham

1 fully cooked, bone-in 
smoked ham (7 to 8 lb/3.1 to 
3.5 kg)
1/2 cup honey
1/4 cup Dijon mustard
2 Tbsp. minced fresh rose-
mary
1 clove garlic, minced
1/4 tsp. cayenne pepper
1 Tbsp. butter

1. Trim skin off ham, leaving 
thin layer of fat. Score fat in 
diamond pattern. 

2. Set ham, fat side up on rack 
in shallow roasting pan; add 2 
cups water to pan. Cover top 
of ham with parchment paper, 
then whole pan with foil. Roast 
in 325°F (160°C) oven for 2 hours 
(or according to instructions 
on ham package) or until meat 
thermometer reaches an internal 

temperature of 140°F (60°C).

3. Meanwhile, in small sauce-
pan, whisk together honey, 
mustard, rosemary, garlic and 
cayenne.

4. Remove ham from pan; set 
aside. 

5. Reserve 1/2 cup of the drip-
pings, discard remaining drip-
pings in pan. 

6. Return ham, uncovered, to 
pan. Add half of the reserved 
drippings and butter to honey 
mixture, stirring to melt butter. 
Brush liberally over ham; roast 
for 20 min, basting after 10 min. 

7. Remove to platter and tent 
with foil. Let stand for 15 min-
utes before carving. Add re-
maining drippings to glaze and 
heat over medium heat until 
bubbly; pour into gravy boat. 

The Ribble family home in Elmira is a hive of activity, as volunteers pick up mask-making kits and return finished 
products to the porch, thus maintaining physical distancing. The initiative is looking for more volunteers and dona-
tions. [DAMON MACLEAN]

A number of people are volunteering time to make masks and other protective gear in wake of shortages

A stitch in time saves lives
BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Facing an unseen enemy 
and advised simply to stay 
home, we might be feeling 
somewhat helpless during 
the COVID-19 crisis. But 
from shopping for a vul-
nerable family member to 
checking in on our neigh-
bours, there are ways we 
can do our parts.

For some, that might 
mean sewing up some per-
sonal protective equipment 
such as masks.

In that group, you can 
include the likes of Elmi-
ra’s Becky Ribble and Wa-
terloo’s Melissa Bailey, who 
started off with a personal 
request for a mask and 
surgical caps, respectively, 
and quickly found them-
selves involved in much 
larger projects.

For Ribble, that one 
request for a mask just 
“snowballed” to the point 
where some 30 to 60 peo-
ple are now sewing masks, 
coordinated through her 
Stillwater Street home. 

She started a local 
COVID-19 response group 
on Facebook, and that 
would become the nucleus 
of the effort. MASKS | 20

She and a group of vol-
unteers have been making 
kits that others can take 
home, each containing 
enough material to make 
24 to 30 masks. The fin-
ished masks are then 
returned to her home for 
distribution to those in 
need, including seniors, 
immune-compromised, 

group homes, GRT drivers 
and other frontline staff.

“There’s a pretty wide 
range of people ... who 
need some protection,” 
said Ribble.

Where originally the use 
of masks was downplayed, 
health officials have 
changed their tune. Since 
that time, they’ve received 

many requests for masks.
“We can’t keep up,” she 

said.
There have been all 

kinds of volunteers and 
support from the commu-
nity, including Mennonite 
groups, along with contri-
butions of material from 
the likes of Hillcrest Home 
Baking, Taylor’s Bridal 

Boutique and the Wallen-
stein General Store.

“The response has been 
fantastic,” said Ribble, not-
ing they’re still looking for 
people to do sewing and for 
donations to buy more ma-
terials to create the mask.

“There are so many peo-
ple looking to get involved. 
Everybody wants a way to 
help.”

She estimates the group 
has prepared enough kits 
for about 5,000 masks, 
with demand still growing. 

Volunteers are at the 
heart of the effort being 
coordinated by Bailey, as 
well.

An avid sewer, she made  
a surgical cap at the behest 
of one person. Things grew 
from there.

“It’s been a week now, 
and it’s just ballooned,” she 
said.

Bailey went online with 
the project, and now there’s 
a private Facebook group of 
about 25 people.

By the start of this week, 
they’d made some 80 caps, 
and expanded into mak-
ing face masks. By week’s 
end, she’s expecting some 
200 pieces will have been 
made.

She bought a pattern for 

making the surgical caps, 
and the group of volunteers 
has been experimenting 
with a variety of mask pat-
terns found online.

As with Ribble, she’s 
having people pick up ma-
terial and drop off finished 
pieces of protective gear 
on the porch of her home, 
thus minimizing personal 
contact.

She, too, notes that 
donations have helped 
buy materials, along with 
contributions from those 
health-care workers who’ve 
come to pick up the caps 
and masks. The recipients 
of their handiwork include 
nurses and intake staff at 
Grand River Hospital and 
St. Mary’s General Hos-
pital, as well as nursing 
homes and paramedics.

“These people still have 
to work, and they don’t 
have the things they need 
to keep them safe,” said 
Bailey.

In response, many peo-
ple in the community have 
been generous with their 
time and money, helping 
to fill in the gaps due to a 
shortage of personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE). 

“There are a lot of people 
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund: Responding 
to financial needs due to 
COVID-19

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich 
Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the an-
ticipated unprecedented needs that many 
Woolwich residents will experience due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, the WRSF 
will continue to address ongoing needs expe-
rienced by Woolwich residents long after the 
pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further sup-
port that otherwise would not be accessible 
for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an applica-
tion process are in place, it should be noted 
that in unique, complex, crisis and acute 
circumstances funds may be provided at the 
discretion of the Fund Review Committee, 
assuming the core criteria of the fund are 
met.

“What a great example of the barn-raising 
spirit that has always existed in Woolwich,” 
said Mayor Shantz about the Fund during her 
video announcement on what would have 
been the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival day. 

Additional information:

Access to the Fund is 
available by contacting:

Community Care Concepts
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Woolwich Community Services
Fund Administrator:  Woolwich 

Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – executive director, Wool-

wich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – executive director, Com-
munity Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to:
Woolwich Community Services
5 Memorial Ave.,
Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6 
or through the website:
www.woolwichcommunityservices.org

Twitter: @wcservices
Facebook: Woolwich Community Services

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

BRAIN FOOD

Drinking a buttload 
can be measured

Q.  When you went out 
drinking this weekend, 
you drank a buttload, 
you say.  What exactly is a 
“buttload”?
A.  According to the 
“Online Etymology Dic-
tionary,” “butt” comes 
from the Old French word 
“bot,” which translates to 
“barrel,” says Dan Lewis on 
his “Now I Know” website.  
Before units of measure-
ment were standardized, 
the booze business used 
different-sized casks to de-
scribe the amount they had 
for sale:  a “tun,” a “butt” 
(half a tun), a “puncheon” 
(one third a tun), etc.  And 
though different distill-
eries and wineries used 
slightly different measures, 
in general, a “butt” is about 
125-150 gallons (475-550 
liters) of wine, whiskey, ale, 
etc.  A full cask is a “but-
tload.” 
As Lewis concludes, “So if 
you actually drank a literal 
buttload of wine this week-
end, you had about 3,500 
glasses of it….  The good 
news is you’re probably not 
drunk, but the bad news is 
that’s because there’s no 
way you could have sur-
vived the experience.”

 Q. Pointing at things – a 
universal human behav-
ior – is typically the fi rst 
communicative gesture an 
infant makes.  But the ex-
tended index fi nger is not 
just like an arrow aimed 
at the object of interest.  
How so?

A.  Based on careful mea-
surements of more than 
50 subjects spanning an 
age range of 1.5 years to 
adults, Cathal O’Madagain 
et al. (“Science Advances”) 

found that a pointed-at 
object tends to fall on a line 
connecting the end of the 
index fi nger with the point-
er’s eye-–the direction one 
would move in order to 
touch the object, not along 
the line defi ned by the 
index fi nger itself.  Further 
experiments revealed that 
the orientation of the hand 
while pointing at a distant 
object is generally consis-
tent with how one would 
have to orient the hand in 
order to actually touch the 
object if it were nearby.  For 
example, right-handers 
facing the front of a box 
and pointing at an object 
fastened to the outer left 
side of the box will typical-
ly rotate their wrist one-
half turn counter-clock-
wise (a rather awkward 
maneuver) as if trying to 
touch the object.

The authors conclude 
that pointing originates 
in touch.  “Once the child 
finds that she can get an 
adult to pay attention to 
something by touching it, 
she may begin to make ‘as 
if’ to touch things that are 
slightly further away. … 
The action originally de-
signed to allow the infant 
to explore an object with 
the fingertip becomes a 
gesture that functions to 
coordinate the attention of 
infant and adult on an ob-
ject, and pointing is born.”

More Strange But True on Page 20

BILL&RICH SONES
STRANGE BUT TRUE

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

OBSERVER SUDOKU
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ACROSS
1. Great anger
5. Lifeless, old-style
10. Traditional shipbuild-
ing fi bre to seal gaps
15. Tropical asian plant
16. Long-winded
17. Automatic
18. Buddhist heap
20. Bit of high jinks
21. Decorated cloth
22. Accumulate
24. Voting “nay”
25. 18thC 3-masted ships
27. Nada
29. Black cat, maybe
31. “Wheels”
32. Christmas movie
35. Ancient roman 
public square
37. Kindle
39. “Star ___”
41. Near

42. Be there
45. Expels
46. Like most sonnets
48. Diamond Head 
locale
51. ___ green
52. As a precaution
53. Sit in on
55. Arctic transport
56. Pale yellow fl ower
57. Catch
59. “Bye now”
60. Word to link alter-
natives
61. Back muscle, 
familiarly
63. Spanish girl
64. Opposed
65. Leave in a hurry, 
with “out”
DOWN
1. “___ alive!”
2. Pro ___

3. Jack-in-the-pulpit, e.g.
4. November birthstone
5. ___ grecque (served 
cold, olive oil, lemon 
juice, wine & herbs)
6. Wok fast food
7. “Beetle Bailey” dog
8. Safari sight
9. Type of foul in basket-
ball (abbrev)
11. Kuwaiti, e.g.
12. Russian currency
13. Ancient city NW of 
Carthage
14. Gentlemen: Abbr.
19. Doubt it (2wrds)
21. Join securely
23. Messy dresser
25. 18th C three-masted 
ship
26. Noteworthy info
28. Platinum Blonde 
song “__ Over You”

30. Specialty
33. Arctic native
34. Colourful African 
plant
36. “___ Mia!”
38. Unpleasant smell
40. Large bright 
butterfl y
43. Measurement abbr.
44. “Get ___!”
47. Trick taker, often
49. “Much ___ About 
Nothing”
50. Adaptable truck, for 
short
52. Part of the mind - 
instinct
53. Happens before 
noon
54. Remarkable
58. Fleet of airplanes
62. Poker
63. Sleepytime

10 MAIN ST.,
DRAYTON

10 MAIN ST.,
DRAYTONSt. John 14:6

Jesus sai� unto him, I am �e way �e tru�, and 
�e life: no man come� unto �e Fa�er, but by me.

We are here to help with your vehicle maintenance through this �me of COVID-19.
But more
important .... How is your personal maintenance?How is your personal maintenance?Oil Changes

& Services
      Brakes
      Tires
      & more

      Family?
      Church ?
      God ?

Woolwich Community Health Centre and
the Wellesley Township Health Centre 

�ank you to the team and the community for continuing to support 
this emergency effort. Take time to be kind to each other this Easter 

weekend and support your local businesses and charities.

Open for urgent and essential care.
Please call for an appointment at both sites.
Wellesley Clinic : 519-656-9025
Mon-Fri 9-5, Tues & �ur. 9-8
St. Jacobs Clinic: 519-664-3794
Mon-Fri 9-5 (Closed Good Friday)

Linwood Nurse 
Practitioner Clinic 
is closed. Please
call Wellesley

Clinic.

All group, community programs and fitness 
classes are cancelled until further notice.

Please check our website for current 
information at: www.wchc.on.ca

LAWN & GARDEN

100 Union St. Elmira, ON
519-669-0524

› Aerators
› Bed Shapers
› Blowers

› Hedge Clippers
› Lawn Edgers
› Mowers

› Lawn Rollers
› Hedge Clippers
› Sod Cutters

› Spreaders
› Wheelbarrows 

For a complete list of tools available visit woolwichrentals.ca 
or email info@woolwichrentals.ca

20048-01

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain fi ring on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

TRAVEL ABROAD WITH THE OBSERVER

Names: Kyle Bosomworth, Henry Scholten, 
Kristine Stumpf, Jeff Van Wyk
Location: Port au Prince, Haiti
Reason for travel: Vacation
Date: Mar 3-10, 2020

Interesting Facts: This group from Premier 
Equipment in Elmira went on a tour of Haiti with 
Fida-PcH. This photo was taken at Wall's Inter-
national Guest House.
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DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 8am - 8pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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WE ARE
FULLY STOCKED!

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER
MON-FRI 9AM-6PM SAT CLOSED SUN CLOSED

 

SPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK

$155

VINYL

PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

6MM THICK

$100

VINYL

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

12MM 
THICK

LAMINATE

$157
PER SQ FT

 REG 3.99

LAMINATE

2-TONE
FRIEZE 

CARPET

$149
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

CARPET

ENGINEERED
CLICK HANDSCRAPED

HARDWOOD

$299
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

HARDWOOD

3” X 6”
SUBWAY 

TILE

$187
PER SQ FT
REG .99

12” X24”
PORCELAIN 

TILE

$100
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

GRAY 
MODERN 

LEDGESTONE

$499
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

WE OFFER
CURB SIDE PICK UP

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9am - 6pm 
Here’s how to get the products you need

1 Find the product(s) you want at 
www.sourcefl ooring.com

2 Call us at 519.742.9188 to place your order
3 Call us when you arrive & open your trunk!

BACKSPLASHTILE

STONE

FROM

FROM FROM

FROMFROM

FROM

FROMFROM

Elmira   519-669-5161       •        Elora   519-846-5361

Elmira Auto Supplies is open for business!
However, to keep our employees, clients, and the rest of the 

community safe during this difficult time, we will not be allowing 
customer walk-ins effective Monday April 6, 2020.

Please call 519-669-5161 to order in Elmira, or 519-846-5361 
to reach the Elora location. We will be happy to assist you. 

Orders can be picked up at the door, or we can deliver 
them at no additional charge.

Orders can also be placed online at www.napacanada.com. 
To order online, search ‘Elmira or Elora, Ontario’ under 

‘find your nearest store.’ When you are finished shopping, 
select ‘CheckOut Now’ and follow the on-screen instructions. 

Please ensure you include an email address 
and phone number where you can be reached.

We will contact you to arrange pick up or delivery 
when your order is ready.

Elmira Auto Supplies thanks you for your understanding 
and collaboration and wishes to thank our wonderful 

employees for their hard work during this time.
Thanks you for your business, and your support.

For the safety of our employees, please 
refrain from using cash when possible.

Elmira Auto Supplies
9 Mill St., Elmira
Fax: 519-669-1011

Elora Auto Supplies
23 York St. W., Elora
Fax: 519-546-8481

 
Q.  When? 2020  Where? 
Svalbard, Norway, some 
1200 kilometers (745 
miles) from the North 
Pole  What? Update at 
the “doomsday vault.”  
Explain, please?

A.  In 2008, in a mountain 
cavern in Svalbard, the 
Global Seed Vault became 
operational, “designed as 
the ultimate insurance 
policy for small seed banks 
around the world if they 
are affected by extreme 
weather, conflict, fire and 
other events,” says Adam 
Vaughan in “New Scientist” 

magazine.  The first with-
drawal from the vault took 
place in 2015, after conser-
vationists lost access to a 
major seed bank in Aleppo 
during the Syrian civil war.

Now, in 2020, in the first 
big deposit to the Arctic 
facility in several years, 
around 60,000 new seed 
samples have been added:  
onion seeds from Brazil, 
guar beans from central 
Asia, wildflowers from 
the United Kingdom, and 
seeds from the Cherokee 
Nation, the first US Native 
American tribe to contrib-
ute.  Also, 36 seed banks 
from around the world 

have added to the collec-
tion, including first-time 
deliveries from Morocco 
and South Korea.  

While total seed sam-
ples now number more 
than a million, the vault 
has a capacity for 4.5 
million samples.  But 
as one of the partners 
running the facility says, 
“numbers alone aren’t as 
important as prioritizing 
unique species.” 

 � STRANGE BUT TRUE: Doomsday vault? What's that?
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Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Togeither 
the brothers bring you "Strange 
But True." Send your STRANGE  
questions to get answers to: 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

 �MASKS: People making a difference in our community
FROM 17

doing it,” she said of the 
effort to make such gear. 

“We’re all doing it togeth-
er. It’s been very reward-
ing,” Bailey added of the 
feedback they’ve received 
from frontline workers.

“We’re never going to 
be able to help everyone 
who needs help, but we are 
making a difference.”

Like many people, she’s 
at home instead of at work, 
and this project has provid-
ed her with a worthwhile 
cause.

“It gives me motivation 
to get going every day, 

something to work hard 
at,” she said, noting the 
group effort has helped 
build a sense of commu-
nity.

In Elmira, Ribble said 
the effort continues to 
grow as people look to do 
what they can. They’re 
looking for more people 
to do some sewing, along 
with donations to help buy 
more materials. She can be 
contacted by email at the-
ribbles@rogers.com.

While health officials 
have come around on the 
use of masks, they don’t, 
of course, offer full pro-

tection – you still need 
to practice all the other 
safety steps such as phys-
ical distancing – but they 
are helpful in preventing 
the spread of the virus, 
particularly with those 
who may be coughing and 
sneezing. 

It’s better for others if 
you cough or sneeze into 
a mask rather than broad-
casting it.

“You’re wearing it for 
the benefit of others. And 
others are wearing it for 
your benefit,” Ribble ex-
plained of sporting a mask 
in public.


