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Some flattening
of COVID-19
cases, but
health officials
urge caution
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Elizabeth Siddorn and her son Mark post signs of support and positivity on the fence of Breslau Public School, encouraging the community to join their efforts.

[SEAN HEEGER]

Signs of the time in Breslau
Residents encouraged to post messages of support and love along public school fence
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Since the start of the COVID-19
outbreak and the implementation of social distancing measures, people in communities
across the province have been
finding unique ways to show
support for frontline workers.
From a parade of cars rolling

down a Toronto street, to musicians performing in the parking
lots of apartment homes, there
are many taking the time to creatively show their thanks during
this time.
Breslau resident Elizabeth
Siddorn is one local who has
decided to help spread positivity
through her community during
this time. She has started an

initiative in town asking others
to post signs at the local public
school. This was meant as a way
to show solidarity with everyone
going through these difficult
times and give support to the
workers keeping us safe.
Having seen an online posting
from a friend describing a similar project, Siddorn thought it
was a great idea, in turn asking

the school for permission to use
its fence.
Once she had approval she
posted in the Facebook group
‘Breslau Community Group’ asking others to post signs of love
and positivity. She and her family kicked things off by posting
about four signs – with plans to
add more – and the community
MESSAGES | 04

Precautions such as stay-at-home
directives have significantly reduced community transmission
of the novel coronavirus as the
country enters the seventh week
of lockdown measures, say local
public health officials.
Still, Waterloo Region had 731
confirmed cases of COVID-19, 67
of them fatal, as of Wednesday
morning.
About 70 per cent of the deaths
occurred in long-term care and
retirement homes, and about a
quarter of all cases involve people
over the age of 80.
In the region, the cases skew
towards women by a large margin,
63 per cent versus 35 per cent for
men. That’s higher than the province-wide spilt of 57.5 per cent
female, and just slightly above
the 61.3 per cent recorded by
neighbouring Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public Health.
Whether the split indicates
women are more susceptible
to the virus or that residents of
long-term care facilities – which
can skew towards women, who
live longer – are more prone to be
infected remains unclear, acting
medical officer of health Dr. HsiuVIRUS | 05
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2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)

beat COVID-19 are making
To stop the spread, we need you to continue to:
Stay home when possible

2m

Practice physical distancing
of at least 2 metres

Wash hands thoroughly
and often

We need your continued determination and
cooperation to stop the spread.
COVID-19 can be deadly.
Don’t put your family and friends at risk.
Stay home. Stay strong. Save lives.
Learn more at ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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ETFO BACKS DEAL

PAGE
THREE

Creating community connections
starts and ends with our readers.
News tips are always welcome.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Members of the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of
Ontario (ETFO) voted overwhelmingly in favour of two
new agreements with the province. The deals there
will see no class size increases during the life of the
agreement, and the withdrawal of proposed funding
cuts of $150 million to public elementary spending,
among other terms.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
After more than 70 years in the hardware business,
Home Hardware co-founder and president Walter
Hachborn is retiring. In the wake of that announcement, the St. Jacobs-based company made two
changes to senior management. Paul Straus was appointed president and CEO. Terry Davis was appointed
executive vice-president and chief operating officer.
From the May 1, 2010 edition of The Observer

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Local cat adoption organization in need of support
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

For more than 24 years, Pet
Patrol has been helping
cats find a loving forever
home. Now they’re in need
of help from the community so they can continue to
care for the animals until
they’re ready to move on

with a new family.
The Elmira-based organization has helped
more than 4,000 cats get
adopted during their time,
taking in upwards of 500
cats each year and housing
them at their sanctuary
or one of 25 foster homes
throughout the area.
The organization focuses

on bringing in cats that
need extensive care from a
vet, which “they wouldn’t
get anywhere else.” Because of this, they are in
need of monetary donations from the community
and volunteers who are
willing to put in the time to
take care of the cats.
Pet Patrol director

Jan says after only a few
months into 2020, they
have paid “quite a bit in
veterinary bills,” with more
than $5,000 being spent in
a span of only four days.
She is now putting out the
call for donations and asking the community to help
in any way they can.
“We do take in these

cats and they do well in
our care, we do find them
homes but the medical
care is very pricy,” she said.
“We’re at the point where
our vet bill is so high that I
can’t take any more cats in
because I don’t want to add
to the bills.”
She says on any given
week they can spend be-

tween $1,500 and $4,000,
and their yearly costs are
more than $100,000. Since
they are a registered charity and not funded any
other way, all funding for
the year comes from donations. The money goes
mostly to medical costs,
which can include vaccinaPET PATROL | 04
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There will be dancing in the street

Family finds a unique way to celebrate
daughter’s sweet 16 birthday in pandemic
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Staying indoors may be
getting harder to bear
lately, but one local family
has found a way to get the
community outside, and
celebrate their daughter’s
birthday with family,
friends and people they haven’t been able to see since
social distancing started.
The Brodrecht family in
Elmira will be hosting what
they call the ‘Drive-by
Dance Party’ on May 4 and
they’re asking the community to come by and join
in on the fun, as they aim
to celebrate their daughter
Leanna’s sweet 16.
Nicole Brodrecht says
they came up with the idea
for her daughter’s party
after seeing similar things
on social media. The Brodrechts wanted to find a
safe way to “let out steam”

and visit with friends and
family while continuing to
maintain social distancing.
The dance party was then
born and plans were underway to create a birthday
where the town could celebrate together.
“We love music and we
love dancing and since
we’re straight on the main
street I thought it would be
fun to invite people to come
along and enjoy the party
with us,” said Brodrecht.
“We’ll decorate the front up
for the sweet-16 birthday
and we’ll have music playing from our house ... we’ll
be having fun on this side.
What we’re asking is if people are willing, to drive by,
pick their favourite song,
roll down the windows and
dance like nobody’s watching.”
She invites people to
play music from any era
and genre, but reminds

The Brodrecht family of Elmira get ready to celebrate daughter Leanna’s sweet 16 with a drive by dance party on Monday
(May 4).
[SEAN HEEGER]

everyone that it is a family
event and the lyrics must
be appropriate. She says
those attending should feel
free to dress up, decorate
the car and have fun with
it, or come by in their “Netflix attire.”
Brodrecht says they did
not have plans for a big cel-

ebration before COVID-19
brought about social distancing. Their original
plans still included a dance
party, but it would have
been a smaller affair held
at a venue where the “girls
can have a blast with their
friends.”
She says Leanna is upset

that she couldn’t celebrate
with her friends, but she’s
extremely excited to have
the party in this format.
Currently they’re expecting about 20 cars and she
says that number is growing. There may also be
surprise visits happening
throughout the event and

Brodrecht says that’s being
worked out in the background.
“We’re just having fun
with this and allowing it
to sort of build organically
and hopefully people will
enjoy,” said Brodrecht.
Despite things being put
on hold, Brodrecht says
it’s a small price to pay for
staying healthy and this
party is as much about
thanking the front-line
workers as it is a birthday
party.
“It really is the least that
we can do as a healthy family and as a community,
and I hope that this drive
by party is a way to safely
be able to let out a little
bit of fun and also honour
what we’re being asked to
do at the same time.”
The party will run from
7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 97
Arthur St. S., Elmira.
Get more information by
visiting the Facebook page
Elmira Drive by Dance
Party.

Some delays, but Elmira blood-donor clinic helps bolster supply
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Response to calls for blood
donations has been strong,
including the likes of the
clinic held last Friday in Elmira, but Canadian Blood
Services isn’t complacent.
“There is still a need for
blood at this point in time,
but the need across the
country is actually at a very
good place,” said Kersten
Dupuis, donor relations
territory manager for the
Guelph region, cautioning
that “this is a marathon,
not a race.”
Prime Minister Justin

Trudeau’s call to action
requesting that fellow Canadians donate blood certainly helped, she noted,
helping the blood supply
grow to a sustainable level, but demand remains
even in the midst of the
COVID-19 crisis.
“We have a very healthy
blood supply at the moment. When the pandemic
broke, at the very beginning we saw a dip in the
number of appointments
as well as an increase in the
amount of cancellations.
The prime minister did a
press release and he spoke
about the remaining need

for blood in this time and
encouraged folks to come
out.”
With blood donations
being a potential difference
between life and death
for some Canadians, the
response from host venues
to continue running blood
drives has been mostly
positive, Dupuis noted.
“All of our places that we
go to in our communities
have been really supportive
for us during this point and
time.”
Some venues, however,
were unable to remain
open during the crisis, with
the agency’s permanent

sites seeing an uptick due
to cancellation of mobile
clinics.
Canadian Blood Services
has been working with
Public Health to lower the
risk of COVID-19 transmission. Donors are being
screened, not permitted to
enter if they have a cough,
fever or other signs of sickness. With new COVID-19
measures. people are now
being asked a series of
questions before entering
each premise. As well, donors are now required to
register online before giving blood.
Even with all the restric-

tions, there was a large
turnout at the clinic at Lions Hall in Elmira April 24.
The new social-distancing
measures caused longer
wait times and some frustration, prompting a few
people to leave.
Generally, donors have
dealt with the extra precautionary steps, and the Elmira clinic worked through
the delays.
Nationally, however, Canadian Blood Services has
raised concerns about a recent spike in appointment
cancellations in several
cities in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The

agency is urging all healthy
eligible donors to book and
keep appointments because the need is constant
for blood, stem cells, plasma and organ and tissue
donors.
More information on
COVID-19 is available
at blood.ca/covid19. To
make an appointment to
donate, download the GiveBlood app, call 1 888 2
DONATE (1-888-236-6283)
or book now at blood.
ca. Walk-in appointments
are still available at all
permanent locations,
the closest of which is in
Waterloo.
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 MESSAGES:
Inspiring a little
positivity is just
part of the cure to
endure shutdown
of COVID-19
FROM 01

Joanna Evans, a volunteer at Pet Patrol, tends to the cats housed at the sanctuary.
[SEAN HEEGER]

 PET PATROL: There's a need
for donations of time and money
FROM 03

tions, surgeries and emergency care.
Jan says Pet Patrol could
use more volunteers for
shifts to help at the sanctuary.
Currently, they aim to
have at least two people in
per shift (day and night), seven days per week. They also
need volunteers who can
plan fundraisers and provide
a foster home for the cats.
She is also asking for
help from volunteers who
are skilled with plumbing,
electrical work and other
construction jobs, as there
is a part of the building
that needs to be finished.
“We have an addition
here that we built about
four years ago and ran out
of money ... because we
have to rely on volunteers,
it’s hard to get people
of the trade to come out
and do this,” said Jan. “If
there’s anybody who’s sit-

Woolwich Healthy
Communities

ting at home – who is an
electrician or a plumber
– and wants to help us out,
we can buy the product but
we need your expertise.”
During the COVID-19
pandemic adoptions are
still ongoing, but the number has been reduced to
two per day. Those interested in adopting a cat can
go to the website petpatrol.
ca and see the cats available and process involved.
If anyone in the community would like to donate
money they can do so
through e-transfer (donations@petpatrol.ca), CanadaHelps, GoFundMe and
by direct deposit.
Donations of food and
litter are also being accepted and can be made by
calling the local Pet Valu
and telling them you’d like
to donate to Pet Patrol. The
order will be processed and
picked up by one of the
charity’s volunteers.

has added the rest.
Messages range in everything from thanking
essential workers to simple
posts reminding people to
be happy and take part in
healthy practices such as
hand-washing.
Siddorn said she wants
to see the messages continue to roll in as everyone
opts to remain at home,
and perhaps even spread
throughout other communities as word about the
signs gets out there.
“Now that the weather
is nicer and with more
people being out on their
walks, I just want to inspire
or bring a little positivity
into their lives,” she said.
She hopes that even by
this small little gesture,
people will be kinder in
their actions towards others during this very stressful time in everyone’s
lives.
“You don’t know what
they’re going through, you
don’t know if they’re out
there working everyday ...
you don’t know their situation so smile and say ‘hi’
and be kind,” said Siddorn.
“Don’t grunt at the grocery
store worker because you
can’t find the meat that
you want or something,
because it’s out of their
control and they’re just doing their job the best they
can. So I think just being
kind and being positive is
very important right now.”

It's time for precautions against ticks, says Dr. Robert Foster of the Wellesley Veterinary Clinic. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Tick season brings with it
concerns about Lyme disease
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

With COVID-19 dominating the headlines, other
health-related issues have
taken a backseat. Currently, it is tick season, which
poses health risks for humans and pets.
For Dr. Robert Foster of
the Wellesley Veterinary
Clinic, it’s a time of vigilance, even if the coronavirus crisis has meant a
shift in his practice.
The family-owned clinic
opened in 1941, switching
to small animals about
three years ago. Today, the
adaptation is to the changing environment brought
on by COVID-19, an adjustment that features
more time on the phone.
“We are often advising
people over the phone for
non-critical cases,” said
Foster, noting it’s a way to
lower unnecessary traffic

Many Voices,
One Woolwich

YOU ARE INVITED TO TELL YOUR, OR, YOUR FAMILY’S STORY, ON
HOW COVID-19 IS TOUCHING YOUR LIFE. TOGETHER WE CAN CREATE
A COMMUNITY DIARY FOR THIS TIME IN WOOLWICH’S HISTORY.
You may be a child, teenager, young adult, parent, grandparent, essential worker, business
owner, teacher, new to Woolwich or from another country, musician, poet, counsellor or pastor,
community agency administrator, doctor, nurse, neighbour, PSW, farmer, university student,
whoever, we want to hear your story. Some of us do have anxiety, hurts and disappointments
and we can share them. Also, you may see this as a time of reflection and renewal. We want to
read your story with compassion, knowing “we are all in this together”. We need to hear your
voice as one of many who make up the many links in the chain of our supportive community.
How to participate: Write a submission of no more than 300 words, and email it to The Observer at:
info@woolwichobserver.com by Tuesday noon. (All submissions will be edited for grammar and length.)
More information: Please contact Healthy Woolwich Community Events Steering Group (sub-group of WHC.)
Clint Rohr, clintrohr@gmail.com or 519-664-2661 or Gebre Berihun, gberihun@wchc.on.ca
One story will be featured in The Observer weekly. All stories will be compiled online at www.healthywoolwich.org.

into the clinic. “We are
doing a lot of prescription
refills and things. What we
do is we’ll prepare medication or parasite prevention, we will take payment
over the phone and set the
[supplies] outside.”
Though deemed an
essential service, the operation has made some
protocol changes to keep
the business going. Tick
season is certainly a priority issue there just now.
“Green spaces and areas
where wildlife is prevalent, as well as transitional
grass to small shrubs, is
where ticks will be,” he
explained.
Although Foster says
most dogs he treats are
exposed in rural areas, he
does have clients in Kitchener-Waterloo whose pets
pick up ticks regularly.
“In this area we are
still in early stages where
[ticks] are somewhat spo-

radic, unlike Eastern Ontario and Lake Erie. The
trend seems to be once
they are established the
populations continue to
increase. Because of the
human health concern,
people should be more
concerned about their
own personal protection
and their pets,” he said.
Foster explained that
there are different ticks:
American dog tick, which
is also known as a wood
tick, Groundhog tick
and the deer tick. The
latter, also known as the
blacklegged tick, with the
scientific name of ixodes
scapularis, poses the largest threat to humans as
carriers of Lyme disease.
“The risk of ticks to humans, especially in Ontario ... what we are worried
about is the blacklegged
tick. Also known as the
deer tick, we are worried
TICKS | 05

DINNERS TO GO
Maple Glazed Salmon or Chicken
Breast Dinner with Herb Jus and
goat cheese & sundried tomato.

48

$

Feeds
family
of 4

Comes with Rice Pilaf
& Stir-Fried Veggies

at

- Please Call or
email to Pre-book Available for pick up
Thurs. May 7 Sat. May 9

RiverSong

632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

519-500-1715 | info@chefduff.ca

Open Tuesday - Friday
for

take-out

Lasagna, Chicken Pot Pie, Quiche,
Mac & Cheese, Potato Salad, Baking & More.
Fri. Evening Roast Beef or Fish Dinner (2-4 people) includes:

3:30-6:30pm

coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-3, Fri. 8-6:30

rder
pre-ouired
reQ

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com
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 VIRUS: Stay the course, officials say

Getting crafty for a good cause

FROM 01

Local company donating a portion of proceeds from craft kits to help make masks
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Assuming people may be
getting a bit stir crazy at
this point, a local craft
company has put a spin on
its usual products to help
entertain those spending
their time at home. But
they’re not just giving families something fun to do:
with every purchase made
they’re giving back to the
community to help those
making personal protective
equipment (PPE) masks.
Sarah Keating, owner of
Handmade at Home DIY
Craft Parties, has created
craft kits she’s selling for
$20, with 50 per cent going
towards local mask-making
efforts.
She was inspired to start
this after seeing all the
work being done in the
community to ensure the
wellbeing of others during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
“I just figured since I
was sitting at home doing
nothing with no sewing
skills, I should probably
do something to help out,”
said Keating. “There’s a
whole bunch of people
working really hard to sew
masks and the organizers
are working really hard
to distribute masks kits. I
was thinking about what I
could do to help and since,

Sarah Keating, owner of Handmade at Home DIY Craft Parties, is selling wood sign kits for families to work on while
they’re at home. Proceeds from every purchase go towards mask-making efforts. [SEAN HEEGER]

like I said, I’ve got no sewing skills, I went back to
what I know best, which is
DIY crafts.”
To keep things basic,
Keating is offering two different styles of woodcraft
signs.
Currently she has a goal
of raising $500 for local
PPE initiatives and has
raised $320 after only a
week of selling the kits. She
says if things go well and
the community feedback
is good, she’ll extend the
fundraiser and continue
with the kits.
After just a week, they’ve

been able to put a dent in
some fabric and elastic
costs, said Keating, noting
she’s seen a great deal of
interest and may extend
the effort if people are still
looking for kits.
She encourages people
to help out in any way they
can during this time, putting whatever skills they
have to use.
“A lot of people feel
like they don’t have a lot
of control because of the
situation happening in
the world right now ... and
crafting is not the obvious
choice to raise money

during a pandemic, but
it’s something I feel like I
can do and put forward,”
said Keating. “I always try
to encourage people to do
what they know and use it
in a way that can help people. So think outside the
box about what they can do
to help our community and
the people in it.”
Those who are interested in purchasing a craft
kit can contact Keating
through the Handmade
at Home DIY Craft Parties
Facebook page or through
email at handmadeathomediy@outlook.com.

Li Wang said during a videoconference Wednesday
morning.
In Waterloo Region, there
are currently 12 long-term
care and retirement homes
experiencing an outbreak.
“We continue to work
closely with facilities in
outbreak and with the continued close monitoring
and expanded testing, I
expect to see more cases
identified,” said Wang.
Although the number of
community-spread cases is
dropping, the curve hasn’t
been flattened at this point,
as witnessed by outbreaks
at the likes of Breslau’s
Conestoga Meat Packers,
she added, noting current
precautions need to remain
in place.
“As the days start to get
warmer, I would like to
remind all residents of the
importance of following
public orders. I know this
is a challenging time, and
many are feeling isolated,
but staying home and limiting how often you leave
your house and practicing
physical distancing is
making a difference. The
measures help make a difference and may save lives.
Your actions are making a
difference,” said Wang.
“I cannot emphasize
this enough. COVID-19 is
still in our community and
especially impacting long
term care and retirement
homes,” added regional

Chair Karen Redman.
Province-wide, the number of cases stood at 15,728
as of Wednesday morning,
an increase of 2.3 per cent
over the previous day.
There have been 996
deaths attributed to the virus, representing a mortality rate of 6.3 per cent. The
ministry reports 9,612 cases
(61.1 per cent) have been
resolved.
Wednesday’s numbers
from Health Canada show
50,363 confirmed cases of
COVID-19 nationwide, with
2,904 related deaths. Some
758,412 Canadians had been
tested for the virus.
With some slowing of
the numbers, attention has
shifted to reopening part of
the economy. The Ontario government this week
issued a three-step plan
outlining how the province
aims to achieve its goal of
a safe reopening, but the
rollout will be a slow one. At
midweek, for instance, local
municipalities were part of
a wider extension of service
lockdowns extended to at
least May 31.
“When we put all of that
together, and we haven’t
met all the conditions for
reopening, and it will take
two to four weeks each
stage. All that meant for us
is it’s highly unlikely that
we will be able to open to
the public before May 31,”
said Mike Murray, the region’s chief administrative
officer.

 TICKS: Advocates call for more government action to identify and help deal with "under-reported" Lyme disease
FROM 04

about it because it is the
primary cause of Lyme
disease,” explained Dr.
Curtis Russell, a program
specialist at Public Health
Ontario.
According to Ontario’s
Lyme disease risk management map, there are
currently no displayed
risks for the Region of Waterloo.
But Jim Wilson, president and founder of the

Canadian Lyme Disease
Foundation (CLDF),
maintains health officials
downplay the risks of the
disease, with cases under-reported.
Wilson contracted Lyme
in 1991, then, a decade
later, his daughter also
became symptomatic. “We
were always told it was a
rare disease and here is
two members of one family a decade apart catching
a rare disease. The more

I looked into the more I
discovered that the only
thing rare about is the diagnosis.”
Shortly afterwards,
Wilson founded CLDF, a
source for information
about Lyme disease in
Canada.
As an advocate, Wilson
calls for updated testing
protocols to identify under-reported cases.
“Testing in Canada only
makes up for four per

Opening Day Postponed
To all Customers and Vendors,

Specializing in local products.
New Vendors Welcome!

For more information call

519-504-1925

Because of Covid-19 we've decided
for the health and safety of everyone we will not be opening the first
weekend in May like usual. We will
be following Provincial guidelines
and reevaluate again at a later date.
Please know that you are missed
and we will keep you informed of
our possible opening date. Do the
right thing, stay home and be safe.
Sincerely Yours
Elmira's Market Manager

Allan S. Martin

cent of the actual number
of people infected with
Lyme,” he said, arguing
testing methods are 30
years out of date. “The bar
is set so high that almost
nobody will meet the
positive standard that is
required in Canada.”
Health officials recommend preventative steps,
including staying on pathways when out in nature.
“Although the risk for
Waterloo Region is low,

still go outside but do
wear personal protection.
Avoid brushy areas and
try to stay in the middle of
the trail,” Russell advises.
Public Health suggests
wearing brightly coloured
clothes and tucking pants
into socks. That way if a
tick was to attach itself,
it would be more easily
spotted.
Beyond that, Wilson
advocates the use of pesticides such as permethrin,

But
But more
more important
important ....
....

How is your personal
maintenance?
Jesus saith unto him, I am
the way the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me.
St. John 14:6

which can be sprayed on
clothing or bought already
imbedded in outdoor
wear.
The most important
message Wilson is trying
to spread through the
foundation is “to be tick
aware. Our motto is ‘no
tick is a good tick.’ Not all
ticks carry Lyme disease,
but any tick that is going
to attach itself to a human
is capable of transmitting
infectious disease.”

We are here to
help with your
vehicle
maintenance
through this �me
of COVID-19.

O BS E RV E R X TR A. C O M | THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2020 | 06

THE MONITOR

VERBATIM
Keep the conversation alive on topics
of relevance to the community; write
a letter to the Editor.
Deadline: Tuesdays 4pm

“It is a terrible irony: the Stratford Festival was started
in 1953 to save the city of Stratford from economic disaster and now its closure in the face of this pandemic
poses its own economic devastation for the region.”
Festival artistic director Antoni Cimolino discusses
the decision to put the entire 2020 season on hold.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/letters

Nearly one-third (32.3%) of businesses reported
revenues from the first quarter of 2020 were down by
40%. Another 21.2% of businesses reported their revenues had decreased by 20% to 40% over the same
period. Businesses in the accommodation and food
services (72.6%), arts, entertainment and recreation
(66.7%) and retail trade (60.3%) sectors were most
likely to report a decline in revenue greater than 20%.
Statistics Canada
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Reopening the economy likely a no-win situation
we can begin returning to our
normal lives. Others will counter
the numbers are lower precisely
because of the measures still in
place.
While other jurisdictions have
made tentative moves to reopen
sectors of their economies, Canadian politicians are still making
plans to go down that path. Federal, provincial and territorial
governments on Tuesday agreed
to a set of common principles for
restarting the Canadian economy, a process based on scientific
inputs.
There won’t be a uniform
opening schedule, as each part
of the country has varying numbers of outbreaks and degrees
of risk. But each jurisdiction
has agreed to a list that includes
ensuring COVID-19 transmission is controlled, so new cases
are contained at a level that our

s the COVID-19 crisis
drags on, governments
are in a no-win situation.
Facing pressure to reopen their
economies, they’ll be damned if
they do and if they don’t.
The economic hardships aside,
people are becoming increasingly frustrated about staying at
home, their usual social activities curtailed and acquiring the
essentials more costly and inconvenient than they’re used to.
Rationally, we know these
measures are in place for our
safety and, more to the point,
for the safety of others, family,
friends and strangers alike. But
rationality gets stressed a little
thinner with each day, irrespective of individual financial situations. Some people will argue the
relatively low number of cases, at
least in comparison to worst-case
scenarios, is an indication that
G LO B A L O U T LO O K

health care system can manage;
sufficient public health capacity
is in place to test, trace, isolate,
and control the spread of the
virus; and expanded health care
capacity exists to support all
needs, including COVID-19 and
non-COVID-19 patients.
In Ontario, the Ford government has set out a three-stage
process, starting with reopening
those businesses that can immediately modify operations to
meet public health guidance.
Some outdoor spaces such as
parks could be reopened, and
restrictions on groups of more
than five people attending
events could be eased.
In stage two, more workplaces
could be reopened based on risk
assessments. The third stage
would allow for the reopening
of all workplaces and further
relaxing of restrictions on public

gatherings.
Progress towards restoring
something resembling normalcy
would be determined by monitoring the number of cases and
the continued spread of the virus. Any spike in the numbers – a
second wave or rebound period
– would likely mean a reversal of
any easing up on the rules.
In that regard, Canadian officials will undoubtedly be keeping a close eye on the results of
reopening efforts in other countries. Already, some European
countries have eased into restarting the economy, loosening
restrictions on businesses and
individual movements. Perhaps
more telling will be the efforts of
some U.S. states, as that country
has been hardest hit by the coronavirus and some jurisdictions
have fewer measures, such as
testing, in place than do other

countries allowing businesses to
reopen.
The moves by places such as
Georgia, which last week permitted the opening of the likes of
salons, restaurants and theatres,
will be veritable test cases for
Canadian governments to monitor: if, as some health experts
predict is possible, there’s a
renewed outbreak of COVID-19,
we’ll have a better idea of the
risks involved. Likewise, if the
reopening goes smoothly, we’ll
have some reassurances.
The latter is no small thing, as
we’ll be understandably hesitant
to jump right back into previous
routines. As much as we may
chafe at being stuck at home,
the prospect of a sitting down
at a busy restaurant or rubbing
elbows at a show may be more of
a concern when it shifts from a
daydream to an actual option.
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COVID-19 death
rates and arrogance

S

omething has gone
wrong in the ‘Anglosphere,’ as the
English-speaking countries
are known in some other
parts of the world.
Smaller English-speaking countries are coping
with the COVID-19 emergency quite well. As of the
start of the week, New Zealand’s coronavirus death
toll so far is 18, and Australia’s is 83. Even Canada,
despite being next-door to
the United States, has only
2,600 fatalities.
But the two big English-speaking countries
are taking worse losses
to the coronavirus than
anywhere else. The United
Kingdom has 20,000 dead
already, and the United
States were likely to hit
60,000 by midweek. At the

GWYNNE DYER
GLOBAL AFFAIRS

current daily death rate,
the U.S. will reach 100,000
in about two weeks.
Last month Sir Patrick
Vallance, the British government’s chief scientific
adviser, said that keeping
deaths below 20,000 would
be a “good outcome,” but
the final British death toll
in this wave of the pandemic will probably be between 30,000 and 40,000
people – the highest loss in
Europe.
The United States is
DYER | 07

JOE MERLIHAN

PUBLISHER Ext 107

STEVE KANNON

EDITOR Ext 103

SEAN HEEGER

DONNA RUDY

VACANT

DAMON MACLEAN

PATRICK MERLIHAN

VACANT

REPORTER Ext 102
REPORTER Ext 101

SALES MANAGER Ext 104
PRINT/WEB MANAGER Ext 105

GRAPHIC DESIGNER Ext 109
GRAPHIC DESIGNER Ext 108

Letters to the Editor: editor@woolwichobserver.com | ads.observerxtra.com/letters
The Observer is the independent community newspaper serving the communities within
Woolwich and Wellesley Townships in Waterloo Region. The Observer is published every
Thursday. The Observer is located in Elmira and was founded in 1996.

Given the current situation, May 1 this year is International non-Workers' Day, except for those in essential services.
20-B ARTHUR ST. N.,
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9
Phone: 519-669-5790
Toll Free: 1-888-966-5942
Fax: 519-669-5753
Online: observerxtra.com
Social Media:
/observerxtra
@woolwichnews
/observerxtra

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscriptions within Canada are
available for $35 + hst. Contact the office or
visit ads.observerxtra.com/subscribe
DISTRIBUTION CONCERNS
Concerns about local distribution can be
addressed online at: ads.observerxtra.
com/delivery. For immediate issues please
call 519-894-3000.
GENERAL POLICIES
The Observer newspaper and website user
policies can be found online on our website
at: ads.observerxtra.com/policy

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters must be exclusive to The Observer,
include name, address and phone number
and less than 300 words. Letters may be
edited for length and clarity. The Observer
declines unsigned letters, announcements,
poetry and thank-you letters.
PRESS OVERSIGHT
The Observer belongs to the National
Newsmedia Council, a self-regulatory body
governing Canadian newspapers. Toll free:
1-844-877-1163 or info@mediacouncil.ca.
Complainants are encouraged to address
concerns with the newspaper Editor first.

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
The Observer is a member of the
Ontario Community Newspaper Association
(OCNA), News Media Canada and The
Greater KW Chamber of Commerce.
COPYRIGHT
All content produced by The Observer is
protected by copyright. No portion in print
or online is to be reproduced without specific permission of the publisher. Reproduction
rights can be obtained from Access Copyright located at 1 Yonge St., 1900 Toronto,
ON M5E 1E5 | 416-868-1621
© 2020 Cathedral Communications Inc.

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2020 | THE O BSE RVE R

C O M M E NT & O P IN IO N | 07

LO C A L V I E W P O I N T

Crisis situation an ideal time to make changes to support public

H

aving dropped the ball
by allowing the guilty
not only to avoid justice
but to profit from the financial
downturn they created in 2008,
governments now have another
chance to defend the public
good as part of the recovery
from the COVID-19 crisis.
Securing essential goods and
shortening supply lines – i.e.
countering globalization –
should be high on the list, along
with strict anti-trust regulations
to break apart large corporations to prevent them from vulture-like preying on weakened
companies. In that same vein, a
pay-taxes-where-you-do-business philosophy must prevail,
eliminating the use of tax havens and the myriad tricks – legal and illegal – used to evade
both taxes and accountability.
There will be a public appetite
for change, just as there was
following the meltdown of 2008,
so governments should strike
while the iron is hot. There will
be an especially large push to
punish China for both the current pandemic and its history
of predatory practices – some of
that will be racially motivated,
but many people are eager to see
both the blame and substantial
punishment, up to and including forfeiture of foreign assets
owned by the dictatorial regime
and its proxies.
That said, we’re unlikely to
see much in the way of change
coming from governments
whose patrons are happy with
the status quo, no matter how
harmful to the planet and the
bulk of its people. And the public has proven too detached and
uniformed for measures such as
boycotts, class-action lawsuits
and petitions to be effective.
That doesn’t mean there won’t
be changes in the aftermath of
the current crisis.
There’s already much talk
about national security as it
relates to essentials, including

pharmaceuticals and protective
gear. Removing untrustworthy
countries such as China from
the mix seems like a natural first
step, though there will be resistance by corporate interests.
Food security also falls into that
equation, though that topic predates the current situation.
At the corporate level, businesses will be rethinking supply
chains, both in terms of removing unfriendly nations from
the equation and in diversifying their sources, the better to
weather future storms, of which
there will be more. This has the
potential for repatriating some
production lost to globalization, as manufacturers look to
sources closer to home, though
automation is likely to keep job
opportunities to a minimum.
Measures such as working

STEVE KANNON
EDITOR'S MUSINGS

from home and online shopping
that have spiked at this time
may have lasting impacts on
how we live, do business and
acquire goods. That kind of shift
brings change, and change isn’t
always for the better, and certainly not without cost to some
portions of the economy (i.e.
people).
In a report this week, the
Conference Board of Canada
predicts we’ll emerge from the
crisis different in some ways,

pointing to shortened supply
chains, growth in digital platforms and the use of technology
such as 3D printing.
“The severity and length of
COVID-19 disruptions in global
supply chains could prompt
businesses to rethink the way
they operate at home and
abroad, accelerating trends that
were already under way prior to
the COVID-19 outbreak,” reads
the report, COVID-19 Global
Supply Chain Disruptions.
“We expect consumers and
businesses to rely more on digital solutions after the crisis than
they did before. Businesses that
can take advantage of online
platforms and other digital technologies will be in a better position to handle supply chain disruptions, both now and in the
future, and to grow production

L E F C O U RT L A N D | JAC K L E F C O U R T

and sales over the longer run.”
While suffering some ill effects from the economic downturn that’s hurt some in the tech
industry, the sectors giants are
poised to do well. That’s especially true of the likes of Google,
Facebook, Apple and Amazon
– with a multitude of critics and
looming legal action. The situation bears watching, suggests
the Washington Post’s Elizabeth
Dwoskin in a piece this week.
“Tech titans spent much of
the last year playing defense,
fending off dozens of federal
and state antitrust investigations and a public wary of their
power.
“But the global coronavirus
pandemic is prompting a dramatic reversal of fortune for
the tech giants. Amazon and
Facebook are capitalizing on
the fact that they are viewed as
essential services for a public in
lockdown, while Google and Apple are building tools that will
enable state health departments
to provide a critical public service, tracing the course of potential new covid-19 infections,”
she writes.
“The tech giants’ deep pockets
will enable them to withstand
the coming global economic
recession, a stark contrast to
what industry insiders and analysts expect to be the biggest
shake up of the tech landscape
in years. As many start-ups collapse, tech giants will expand on
the power they’ve accumulated
using the playbook of the last
decade: snapping up talent,
buying or copying rivals, and
eroding traditional industries.
Some of those weakened companies may disappear altogether
and cede even more territory to
tech.”
That would seem to indicate
governments will have to step
up both the controls on invasive technologies employed by
such firms and push harder for
KANNON | 09

 DYER: Sense of arrogant exceptionalism may help explain inflated COVID-19 numbers in the U.S. and UK
FROM 6

almost as bad. Early this
month President Trump
congratulated himself for
his belated conversion to
lockdowns, boasting that
“The minimum [predicted] number was 100,000
lives and I think we’ll be
substantially under that
number.”
American infection
rates are still going up, so
that is highly unlikely. But
even if the U.S. stops at the
‘minimum’ level of 100,000
deaths, that would mean
Americans are dying from
COVID-19 at 80 times the
death rate that Chinese citizens suffered before Beijing
got the virus under control.
Or, if you doubt China’s
statistics, at 1,515 times New
Zealand’s death rate.
Other English-speaking

countries, including those
that use English as a common second language, like
Kenya, India and South
Africa, are not showing
anomalous death rates. It’s
just the US and the UK – so
what might they have in
common that none of the
other English-speaking
countries share?
Oh, wait a minute.
Weren’t these two countries the superpowers that
dominated the world one
after the other for most of
the past two centuries?
Might that have made
them a bit arrogant? Unable to see the experience
of other countries as relevant to their own situation?
Reluctant to follow the advice of international bodies like the World Health
Organisation (WHO)? Am I

getting warm here?
Britain ticks all the boxes. It has a nationalistic
government obsessed with
the ‘greatness’ of the country’s past and unable to
grasp the reality of its modest current stature. Hence
the Brexit project, for
example, but exactly the
same attitude is manifest
in its coronavirus policies.
WHO director-general
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus was saying “Test.
Test. Test.” as early as
January. In early March,
however, Britain defied the
conventional wisdom and
all but abandoned both
community testing and
contact tracing (which is
the other essential part of
the ‘Test’ strategy).
Instead the UK wandered
off into the lethal fantasy

of seeking ‘herd immunity’
by letting infections rip,
ignoring what first the
East Asian countries and
later all the other European countries were doing.
It only panicked in late
March when it realized that
its National Health Service
would collapse under the
weight of so many deaths.
It finally declared a
lockdown after all its neighbours, and it is paying the
price for the delay with its
death rate. This was sheer
arrogance at work, with
only a slight tincture of
ignorance. And even now,
with pressure growing for an
early release from the lockdown, the UK government is
still playing catch-up.
The United Kingdom is
only now starting to work
on building an organiza-

tion to test on a national
scale (hundreds of thousands of tests a day), trace
the contacts of infected
people, and isolate them all
in order to break the chains
of transmission. Yet you
cannot safely ease the lockdown until the testing and
contact tracing network is
up and running.
Wrong at every step,
Prime Minister Boris Johnson must be very grateful
to have Donald ‘Lysol’
Trump to make him look
good by comparison. The
American president’s sins
of omission on coronavirus
are why the U.S. has onethird of the COVID-19 infections in the world, with
only one-twentieth of the
world’s population.
Trump downplayed the
threat as long as he could,

then became a last-minute
advocate of lockdown. He
has now moved on to being
the liberator of the American people from lockdown
(without any contact tracing, of course). The problem with him as a leader is
that he is not only arrogant
but flighty and astoundingly ignorant.
But his flightiness and
ignorance are merely personal attributes, and Boris
Johnson is not ignorant at
all (just lazy). What the two
men and their respective
countries both have in
abundance is an arrogant
exceptionalism that is leading them into increasingly
grave errors.
As Joseph de Maistre
remarked, “Every nation
gets the government it deserves.”
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LOCAL EATS

A

Support local. Our local eateries are still ready to feed you and your families.
Take
Deliver
Out

Special
Hours

Name

Town

Phone

Website

Elmira Tandoori Grill

Elmira

519-210-3333

elmiratandoorigrill.com

■

Never Enough Thyme

Elmira

519-669-0374

neverenougthyme.ca

■

Dyer Sweets

Elmira

519-841-9932

dyersweets.com

Kitchen Kuttings Cafe

Elmira

519-578-6400

kitchenkuttings.com
eweber@kitchenkutting.com

■

Central Tavern

Elmria

519-669-9028

thecentraltavern.business.site

■

Call Ahead

Tien Lee Restaurant

Elmira

519-669-2820

tienlee.com

■

Reg. Hours

Online
Order

Call Ahead
To Porch
■

Call Ahead
9am-5pm

■

■
email
order

Chef Duff at RiverSong

Hawkesville

519-500-1715

chefduff.ca

■

Call Ahead

The 86

Wallenstein

519-901-2105

the86.ca

■

Reg. Hours

Elmira Donuts & Deli

Elmira

519-669-5353

■

6am-4pm

Little Gyros Greek Grill

Breslau

519-648-4976

www.littlegyrosgreek.ca

■

Call Ahead

■

Pita Pit

Elmira

519-669-3333

www.pitapit.ca

■

Reg. Hours

■

Harvey's | Swiss Chalet

Elmira

519-669-4640

www.swisschalet.ca

■

Reg. Hours

■

Twice The Deal Pizza

Elmira

519-669-4777

twicethedealpizza.com/

■

■

Reg. Hours

■

Palm Pizza

Elmira

519-669-5200

■

■

The Grill on the Green

Elmira

519-669-1652

Bonnie Lou's Cafe

Floradale

519-669-2142

Harvest Moon Restaurant

St. Jacobs

519-664-2373

thegrillrestaurant@gmail.com
harvestmoonrestaurant.ca

■

■

Reg. Hours

■

Reg. Hours

■

Call Ahead

■

Call Ahead

■

SHOP LOCAL
Support local. Our small businesses need your support now, more than ever.
Name

Town

Phone

Website
footfoundation.ca

Foot Foundation

Elmira

519-669-3030

BH Business Consulting

Elmira

519-500-9449

Farmer's Plus

Elmira

519-669-5475

farmersplus.ca

Brian's Photo

Elmira

519-210-0608

briansfotosource.ca

Deliver

Special
Hours

Pickup

Call Ahead

Online
Order

Call Ahead
■
Curbside

9am-5pm

■

Reg. Hours

■
■

Home Hardware

Elmria

519-669-5537

homehardware.ca

■

Reduced

Creature Comfort Pet Empor.

St. Jacobs

519-664-3366

creaturecomfort.ca

■

Reg. Hours

Green Valley Health & Herbs

Elmira

519-669-1480

greenvalleyhealth.ca

■

Call Ahead

Ear and Hearing Clinic

Elmira

519-669-4425

earandhearingclinic.com

Call Ahead

■

Magnolia's of St. Jacobs

St. Jacobs

519-648-3464

Insta & FB @magnoliasofstjacobs

Curbside

Call Ahead

■

Quilter's Nine Patch

Elmira

quiltersninepatch@gmail.com

Curbside

Email order

Curbside

Pet Valu

Elmira

519-669-1350

petvalu.com/location/2334

The Crack Specialists

St. Jacobs

519-746-6611

thecrackspecialists.com

Funk Music Lessons

Elmira

funkmusic.ca

Reg. Hours
Call Ahead

Online music lessons, piano, guitar & more

Elmira Home Comfort

Elmira

519-669-4600

elmirahomecomfort.com

■

Call Ahead

Bauman Printing

Elmira

519-669-2540

jimbel@rogers.com

■

Reg. Hours

Village Pet Food Shoppe

Elmira

519-6694374

villagepetfoodshoppe.ca

■

Call Ahead

Sandelli Massage Therapy

Elmira

519-669-3494

kristasandellimassagetherapy.com

St. Clements Heart & Home

St. Clements

519-699-5411

LetUsFloorYou.ca

Woolwich Total Health Pharmacy Elmira

519-669-8282

thpharmacy.com

■

Reg. Hours

Reality Bytes

Elmira

519-669-5551

realitybytescomputers.com

■

Reg. Hours

Schelters

Elmira

519-669-2201

schelters.ca

■

Reg. Hours

Schmidt's Bulk Pantry & More

Wellesley

519-656-3400

■

Reg. Hours

Miller's Stone Store

Heidelberg

519-699-5200

jfm.ca

■

Reg. Hours

W.C. Brown and Sons

Elmira

519-669-1152

brownsmenswear.com

Spark Creative Arts and Events

Elmira

MCC Thrift & Gift

Elmira

Woolwich Physiotherapy
Busy Bee Quilts

Discounted gift certs by email
Call Ahead

Call Ahead

■

■

Reg. Hours

■

519-669-8475

elmirathrift.ca

■

Reg. Hours

■

Elmira

519-669-2578

woolwichphysio.ca

Call Ahead

■

Elmira

519-669-3441

Call Ahead

Food Services and Small Business in Woolwich or Wellesley Township can be included free of charge by filling out online forms.

■ ads.observerxtra.com/local-eats
■ ads.observerxtra.com/shop-local

friend and I have
a running debate
over when the best
time to hunt turkeys is:
I say you should get out
and be set up in the dark
before legal shooting time,
which is a half hour before
sunrise. My friend, who
likes his sleep, is not in
anywhere near that kind
of a rush. He typically runs
his hunts during banker’s
hours.
I have shot turkeys a
minute or two after legal
and I have shot turkeys
midday. But I have shot far
more and seen far more
activity in the early morning. So, given the choice, I
prefer to hunt early morning and stay on for as long
as my day allows.
The truth, however, is as
far as sleeping time goes,
there is very little difference. If you are staying in
bed and going out later,
you are asleep in the early
morning. If you go afield
in the early morning, you
set up your decoys and, if
you are like me, immediately doze off as soon as
you sit down. So it’s six of
one and half a dozen of the
other.
Which brings me to my
point: dozing off is a highly
under-rated yet effective
way to get your gobbler.
And, once we admit it, I
predict the next big thing
in turkey hunting will camouflaged pillow cases and
nightcaps.
There are reasons why
dozing off helps. First, if
you are a horrible caller,
it keeps your efforts to a
minimum and you scare
off fewer turkeys. Second,
unless you are one of
those people who snores
or flails wildly in your
sleep, it keeps movement
down.
Mostly, however, I think
animals have a sense of
humour when it comes
to a sleeping hunter. For
instance, I’ve been woken
up by a gobbler sounding
off five yards behind me.
(Pro tip: Keep a fresh pair

STEVE GALEA
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

of underwear in your vehicle.)
I’ve also had squirrels
and chipmunks run across
my pants in their quest
for nuts – which, I am
pleased to say, they never
found.
All this is to say that animals will come very close
to investigate what that
lump of drooling camouflage actually is, and that
can give you the edge, provided you are a person who
wakes up with your wits
about you.
If you are not easily
startled and wake up in a
clear-headed, lackadaisical way, all you need do is
slowly reach for your gun
and take the shot. Then
go back to sleep if you
want.
No one will know the
tactic you used to get that
bird, so you can tell any
story you want. Heck, you
won’t even be lying if you
say that you stayed still and
quiet, called sparingly and
let it get in close.
If you are worried this
will ruin your reputation, all you need to do
is clean the sleep out of
your eyes and the drool
from the corner of your
mouth before you take
the celebratory photos. I
can tell you from personal
experience this also works
when duck, goose or deer
hunting.
The point is just because
you get up early to be out
in the field doesn’t mean
you need to lose out on
sleep.
I’m not saying I follow
this advice all the time.
But I will say I was able to
harvest my best gobbler
because I stayed still and
quiet, called sparingly and
let it get in close.

■

sparkarts.org

Curbside

Sleep and the
turkey hunt

Mother’s day
special

Friday May 8 -- 3:30 - 6:30
Saturday May 9 -- 11:30 - 6:30

Turkey or Bone In Ham
(2-4 servings) includes: coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, veg, dessert

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-3, Fri. 8-6:30

rder
pre-Qouired
re
only
out
Take-

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com
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MANY VOICES, ONE WOOLWICH COVID-19 DIARIES
Angie and Jeff Melchin
Elmira

T

his is our story. We
are a local family
of five walking
each day of this pandemic
together. Our three young
children are running
around the home while
both of us are now working from home. It’s a bit
of a zoo around here! We
are faced daily with the
challenges of work, online
learning for our two oldest
and keeping our toddler
busy so the four of us can
get some work accomplished each day.
Times are hard right
now. They are stressful and
most days are full of anxiety. Some days we accomplish many tasks and other
days we are thankful to
have just made it through.
These days are exhausting
Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

while also having moments
of joy and filled with a lot
of love.
The words of holistic
health expert Maria Sosa
ring true:
“Yes, we can feel grateful
and disappointed about
things being cancelled.
Yes, we can enjoy extra
time with our loved ones
and feel overwhelmed by
their presence.
“Yes, we can be hopeful
and feel like everything is
falling apart.
“Yes, we can be a source
of support for other and
prioritize our own needs.
There is comfort in
knowing as a community
we are all in this together. We can support our
frontline workers and
pray for our health care
team. We can trust the
process and do our part by
staying home. Our home

is not quiet in the least
these days, but it is our
safe place. Our children
sometimes even interrupt
work video meetings. But
that is OK: they are just
kids. They have had a lot
taken away from them too.
They miss their friends,
their teachers, their teammates, their activities and
so much more. We have
to remind ourselves daily that this is new, none
of us have been through
something like this before
and we are all learning
together.
We constantly go to
this quote by Lisa Olivera:
“Be gentle with yourself.
Have compassion for your
process. Give yourself
grace.” We are a strong
community and we thank
you, Woolwich, for all your
continued support to your
community.

You can contribute to Many Voices, One Woolwich visit:
ads.observerxtra.com/one-woolwich

Elmira-based pet food company launches
contest in support of animal shelters
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

The hardships due to
COVID-19 and its economic
fallout aren’t reserved for
people: our furry friends
are suffering too.
With that in mind, Elmira-based Nutram is providing $50,000 for animal
shelters, awarding 10 prizes
of $5,000 via an online
contest called Vote for Humane Kind.
A Canadian owned and
operated pet food company, Nutram announced the
contest in response to the
growing need among animal shelters.
“What we’ve decided
to do [is] we reached out
to the communities. And
we’re asking for them to
choose the top 10 pet shelters within Canada, and
each pet shelter within
the top 10 are going to receive $5,000 to be used for

whatever needs they have,
whether it’s food or vaccinations – any need at all,”
said Nutram brand manager Heather McKay.
Vote for Humane Kind
allows Canadians to vote
daily for the shelter they
would like to see earn a
donation. The first local
shelter included in the poll
is the Kitchener Waterloo
Humane Society. However,
McKay says they are open
to additional shelters.
“Nominations will be
accepted throughout the
entire campaign, and that
runs until May 31 of this
year, so we’re very happy
to accept nominations for
other shelters in need in
the area,” she said.
“We’ve recognized the
need for shelter support
in Canada. They’re seeing
many new pets coming
into shelters, either being
surrendered due to job
cuts, job loss, or they’re

being surrendered due to
other circumstances. We’re
also seeing the positive
side of it. We’re seeing pets
going home to new families,” she said.
“With every pet that
comes through a pet shelter, there’s increased need
for care, spaying and neutering, nutrition needs, etc.
And all of that, of course,
comes at a cost.”
Although the company
is focusing on Canada specifically, Nutram ships pet
food to some 30 countries
worldwide.
Dr. Tom Foster, owner of
Wellesley Veterinary Clinic,
notes that animal shelters
would also be happy to see
direct donations, as well.
“If people want to make
donations, the shelters and
humane societies would be
good places.”
For more info about the
contest and to vote, visit
www.nutram.com/ca/vote.

 KANNON: Already vulnerable, small businesses will be at an increased risk to predatory practices, requiring protection
FROM 07

anti-trust measures that
would break up the behemoths into much smaller
companies, leaving none
with control of large segments of the market.

Already the biggest
lobbyists in Washington,
those companies are
pushing hard against any
controls – Europe has led
the charge in privacy legislation and fines of the

industry’s practices – and
they’ll be stepping up
their offensive post-coronavirus.
With many businesses
in a fragile state, legislators should be gearing up

to protect them not only
through financial supports today, but with strict
regulations and plans to
breakup large quasi-monopolies to prevent them
from preying on weaker

competitors.
Such moves would enjoy
popular support from the
public well aware of the
financial hardships, and
would stand firmly on
ethical grounds. But doing

what’s right doesn’t come
naturally to the political
classes, as we’ve seen in
past crises, where changes
have typically been for the
worse, resources concentrated in fewer hands.

Who to Contact
Contact For:
Contact For:

Contact For:

• Non-essential businesses that
are prohibited under the
Emergency Management and
Civil Protection Act from
remaining open.

• People gathering in outdoor recreation
spaces (eg. parks, sport fields,
playgrounds, etc.)

519- 575-4400

• Questions about whether a
business is essential or not.
Stop the Spread Business
Information Line:

• Events & gatherings of more than 5 people.

By-law Enforcement
519- 669-6009

1-888-444-3659
Price Gouging Complaints:

1-800-889-9768

Practice Social Distancing — Keep a distance of 2 metres from others
when going for walks or shopping for groceries
Subscribe to the Township’s website if you are
looking for regular updates on COVID-19

woolwich.ca/COVID19
Find links to online reporting and
more information about COVID-19
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FRONTLINE PAY BUMP

WELLESLEY ONLINE

Let's keep the local economic engines
firing? We want to shine a light on
new local enterprises.
Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

A group of volunteers have created a Wellesley
Township online presence, compiling a list of
area restaurants open for curbside takeout/
delivery service and businesses offering online
shopping, gift cards, curbside pickup or delivery.
Wellesley Township business owners are invited
to submit information about their business to have
their listing added to the public online directory.
www.facebook.com/wellesleybusiness

Recognizing the impacts of working through the
COVID-19 outbreak, the province this week announced a temporary $4/hour pay increase for some
frontline staff. In addition, employees working more
than 100 hours per month will receive lump-sum
payments of $250 per month for each of the next
four months. All told, eligible employees working an
average of 40 hours per week would receive $3,560
in additional compensation.

P R E CAU T I O N A RY M OV E S
BUSINESS CONTINUITY

Conestoga
Meats halts hog
processing for
a week due
to COVID-19
BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Barb and Mike Lamble, along with their son Cole, have taken the Elmira Karate Dojo online in response to the COVID-19 crisis.

[SUBMITTED]

Defensive techniques extend to business
Elmira Karate Dojo draws on the community it’s built over 35 years to stay engaged with students
BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Barb Lamble and her husband
Mike, aka Sensei Barb and Sensei
Mike, have owned and operated
Elmira Karate Dojo since 1990.
Like many other business owners, they have been feeling the
wrath of the COVID-19 lockdown.
Luckily, the community the Lambles have built has helped keep
them afloat.
“It’s pretty hard-hitting, con-

N

sidering that we don’t really have
an income from the business at
this point,” said Lamble of the
economic fallout.
Operated from St. James Lutheran Church, Elmira Karate
Dojo (EKD) was slated to run its
35th-anniversary tournament
earlier this month at Riverside
Public School. It was an event
the Lambles and their son were
eagerly anticipating. As with
most scheduled events, the tournament was cancelled, a decision

that was difficult for the couple to
handle – all of the equipment and
supplies had already been purchased when the plug was pulled.
“When we got the call that it
was canceled, we had already
bought all of the trophies and
sent out the marketing,” said
Lamble, estimating the cost at
thousands of dollars.
With the dojo not being considered an essential service and
income already reduced to zero,
the tournament’s cancellation

created more difficulties for
EKD. The hardship was tempered, however, by the karate
community itself.
“The neat thing is that when
we [postponed] our tournament
until next year, 90 per cent of
our pre-registers [said] to hold
our fees until next year,” she
said, noting EKD is grateful for
such a positive response, which
will allow to pay their vendors
and trophy supplier. As well, the

Operations are on hold until May
4 at the Conestoga Meat Packers
plant in Breslau following an
outbreak of COVID-19. At least
seven employees tested positive
last week for the virus.
The farmer-owned company,
the second-largest pork producer in the province, said April 24
it would not be processing hogs
for a week, maintaining some
operations with limited staffing.
Earlier in the week, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training
and Skills Development received two complaints related to
COVID-19 measures. The case is
currently under investigation,
said ministry spokesperson Janet Deline.
The company said in a statement that Region of Waterloo
Public Health “has indicated
that our procedures are appropriate and that recent Ministry
of Labour investigations related
to complaints have resulted in
no orders issued.”
The company employs about
1,000 workers, processing some
37,000 hogs each week. Employees who are off due to the pause
in operations will be compensated for the time off, it said in a
statement.
“[T]he farmer-owners and
leadership of the company have
determined that we will imple-

KARATE | 12

PLANT SHUTDOWN | 12

Maybe the pandemic means soil will get some respect

ational Soil Conservation Week
has come and gone
without much fanfare …
even though soil is absolutely fundamental to our
food supply.
This year, soil’s annual
special recognition event
was held April 19-25. But
publicity wise, it was up
against some stiff competition.
The huge coverage food
security is receiving – involving high-profile, newsworthy matters like milk
dumping, livestock oversupply and planting uncer-

tainty – has overshadowed
everything else.
For example, the same
week as National Soil Conservation Week was being
recognized, the Canadian
Federation of Agriculture
said the COVID-19 pandemic had created a crisis
on farms that could limit
food production.
Separately, the Canadian
Pork Council estimated
hog farmers in this country
would lose $675 million in
2020 because of COVID19’s ripple effect, and that
they needed emergency
support.

No wonder soil took a
backseat.
But soil was here long
before COVID-19 and will
remain long after it’s under control. That’s why
it’s encouraging to see
Senator Rob Black, the
Fergus-based independent
representative in Senate
with a special focus on agriculture, only slightly take
his foot off the gas in his
call for a national study on
soil health.
The senator acknowledges the desperate situation
farmers are facing because
of the pandemic.

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

But in a statement he
planned to give in the
chamber last week about
National Soil Conservation week, he reminded
us that over the past several months, he’s pushed
steadily for a national
study at the Standing Sen-

ate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry.
Originally, he’d hoped
to propose the study early
this year. But understandably, he’s put that proposal
on hold.
“The COVID-19 is, and
should be, our priority
right now,” he says.
But in his statement, the
senator reminds us of some
of the reasons he thinks
a national soil strategy is
vital.
First, consider the statistics.
Only about seven per
cent of Canada’s land is

suitable for agriculture. It
might be fine for forestry,
recreation or other uses,
but not for growing crops
or grazing livestock.
And unfortunately, despite alarm bells ringing for
decades about the loss of
farmland to urban sprawl,
transportation and other
such factors, the country
has lost almost four million
hectares of farmland since
the 1970s.
This is a grim picture,
given the sudden realization that food insecurity is
an issue for Canada.
ROBERTS | 12
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Staying Healthy

Wellesley Township Health Centre and
the Woolwich Community Health Centre

Open for Urgent
and Essential Care

During COVID-19
Older Adults have an Important Role to Play

Did you know…

Registered Patients — please call for an appointment

St. Jacobs Clinic:

Wellesley Clinic:
519-656-9025

Mon-Fri 9-5, Tues & Thurs. 9-8

Group, community
programs are resuming
virtually only.
Please check our website for
current information at:

www.wchc.on.ca

519-664-3794
Mon-Fri 9-5

So… turn off the news…turn on the music &
dance like no one is watching! It has never
been easier!
If dancing is difficult, try marching on the
spot or pretend you are conducting to the
music you are listening to. If you find it
difficult to balance on your feet, try doing
this while seated in your chair.
Think of physical activity as a daily dose of
medicine - good for our mind, body and soul!

Looking for
information,
services or
support to help
you stay
healthy?

Linwood
Nurse Practitioner
Clinic is closed.
Patients can contact
the Wellesley
location.

With better weather get outside
to exercise, but please maintain
physical distancing!

TIM LOUIS

Member of Parliament, Kitchener-Conestoga

I assure you that protecting the health and safety of
Canadians, our jobs, and our economy, is my top priority.
Through Canada’s COVID-19 Economic Response Plan,
we are focused on providing immediate help to those
Canadians and businesses that are most in need.
• With the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy, we’re
protecting jobs.
• With the Canada Emergency Response Benefit, we’re
helping those who lost their job.
• With the Canada Emergency Business Account, we’re
helping people access credit.
• With the Canada Emergency Commercial Rent
Assistance, we’re providing forgivable loans to
commercial property owners.
• With the New Horizons for Seniors Program, we’re
helping to meet seniors' needs during this public
health crisis.
Take care and stay healthy,

Older adults can lose 1-5% of muscle mass
each day if they are not physically active.
Moving to music can help prevent the loss.

Contact Community Care Concepts at:

519-664-1900

@TimLouisKitCon

|

1-855-664-1900

Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca (519) 578-3777
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 KARATE: Balancing in-person teaching with the benefits of online access as many people have time on their hands
FROM 10

landlord has also extended
a hand.
EKD has moved to online
classes, which has been a
mostly positive experience.
“Karate is actually pretty
suited for solitary training
– it used to be practiced in

secret as a sort of hidden
martial art.”
EKD is exploring the
idea of allowing new members to join, but for now
are maintaining current
students. With a minimal
amount of equipment required to practice karate,

the at-home time is a good
opportunity to get started
with the ancient art of defense, said Lamble.
On the other hand, there
are concerns about people
getting started without
in-person guidance, particularly where injuries might
occur.
EKD also runs tai-chi
classes, which may be the
more appropriate option
for beginners, she added.
“That one is much easier

to teach. It’s relaxing, it
gets your mind at ease. It’s
not necessarily strenuous,
but it is really useful for
people who are stressed
out.”
Lamble also notes that
now is a great opportunity
to start a hobby and workout as a means of physical
and mental engagement,
pointing to learning a
new instrument, knitting,
painting and the like.
For those interested in

picking up an instrument,
guitar teacher Bill Wilhelm
recommends a community-based approach through
social networks, which go
beyond the numerous online resources.
“There is a lot of information out there – take it
with a grain of salt. Skype
… with someone and ask
them to show you how to
improve through video
calls.”
Wilhelm recommends

guitarists start off by learning their ABCDEFG chords
as a simple way to progress.
“If you can learn those
chords, three of those
chords can be put [together] for [many] songs.”
Wilhelm is currently not
taking in new students due
to coronavirus concerns
but recommends people
take on new hobbies with
the surplus of time that
exists for many in self-isolation.

 PLANT SHUTDOWN: Taking steps to protect employees, public
perature and symptom
screening of all employees
with a nurse present, use
of additional personal
protective equipment including masks and visors,
increased sanitation in
cafeterias, locker rooms

FROM 10

ment further-enhanced
health and safety measures and ensure that all
existing procedures are
fully operational.”
“Prevention measures include daily tem-

We are offering a

FREE

and washrooms, staggering break and shift times
to reduce the number of
people in common areas
and repurposing meeting
rooms and adding heated tents for additional
break room space,” said

president Arnold Drung
in a statement. “ This is in
addition to the complete
sanitation of the production areas that takes place
on a daily basis as part of
the company’s regular operational processes.”

 ROBERTS: Good soil is the foundation of the agricultural sector
FROM 10

90 day trial!

EMAIL FOR DETAILS

dwalton@greaterkwchamber.com

Farmland loss has a
greenhouse gas component, too, Black points
out – that is, the increased
release of carbon dioxide
into the air.
“Agricultural producers
are effective managers of
natural carbon cycles and
the sector provides for carbon sequestration, a process that has become better

understood in recent years
and can be a major part of
climate action,” he says.
Indeed, farmers use various practices to sequester
carbon dioxide in their
land, such as minimum
tillage, planting cover
crops, adding manure to
the soil and crop rotation.
A key here is to turn over or
disturb the soil as little as
possible and leave the car-

bon dioxide in the ground.
The agriculture sector is
fortunate to have numerous
conservation and sustainability organizations that
can help farmers learn more
about these kinds of practices. But off the farm, a better
understanding of soil’s importance is needed too.
Development can’t stand
still, but neither should it
trump soil conservation.

They have to coexist, in
ways that perhaps a national soil health study would
help reveal.
Soil deserves our respect
and attention.
Says Black: “If our soil
continues to decline, it will
be bad news for Canadian agriculture, the economy and
national and international
food security. We can’t afford
to go backwards.”

Managing Stress
There are things you can do to help manage your stress

Take breaks from
the news and social
media. Be mindful
of information overload.

Connect with others.
Talk with people you
trust about your concerns
and how you are feeling.

Take care of your body.
Try to eat well, be active
indoors, get plenty of sleep
and avoid alcohol and drugs.

Make time to unwind.
Try to do some
activities you enjoy.

Local, professional mental health support is available. Call Here 24/7 1-844-437-3247.
Subscribe to these
websites if you are
looking for regular
updates on COVID19

woolwich.ca/COVID19

regionofwaterloo.ca/COVID19
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family
Album Announcements - Please call
for a quote.

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Placing Classified Advertising

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words
(extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online:

Office:
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

ads.observerxtra.com/classified-residential

Classified advertising will be accepted in
person, email, phone or fax during regular
office hours. All classified advertising are
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory,
Real Estate and Family Album advertising.

20B Arthur St. N., Elmira
519-669-5790 Ext. 104
519-669-5753
ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am
HELP WANTED

HAY & STRAW

IS HIRING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITION:

309A ELECTRICIAN
(Foreman)

Please visit our website for more information
www.horstsystems.com/careers
or submit your resume directly to: recruiting@horstsystems.com
HELP WANTED

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

We support our
Community.

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a

Full Time Truck Driver

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits
and Monday to Friday schedule.
Email your resume to:

Call us at:

or apply in person to Cliff at:

or visit us at:

info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
7460 County Road 21, Elora
FOR SALE

LAWN FERTILIZER AND
LAWN SEED - CALL
George Haffner Trucking,
519-574-4141 or 519669-2045.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

SUNSET GREENHOUSE
MERVIN AND LOUISA
Gingrich.
Vegetables,
ﬂowers, hanging baskets
and more. 7279 Fourth
Line, Mapleton. 519-6692043.

THE HERB LADY OF
ELMIRA
FARMERS
Market invites you to her
greenhouse at 851 Sandy
Hills Dr., Elmira. Over 15
varieties to choose from.
$2/pot. Open Wed. - Sat.
8 - 8. 519-669-9332.

line

MY NAME

job title
address

Phone: 555-555
-5555
Fax: 555-555-5555
my@email.com
www.mydomai
n.com

2999

$

plus tax

Make a
Great First Impression
at a Great Price!
• With or without UV gloss (1 side)
• Single sided • Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
• Print ready file

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS AGRICULTURAL
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag;
feed grade lime, 25kg.
Delivered. Call George
Haffner Trucking, 519574-4141 or 519-6692045.
FERTILIZER AND SEED
GRAIN - AT COMPETItive pricing. Call George
Haffner Trucking, 519574-4141.
KILN DRIED CORN &
CORN
SCREENING
Delivered by Einwechter.
Minimum 15 ton lots.
Call George Haffner
Trucking 519-574-4141
or 519-669-2045.
RENTALS

FOR RENT - SEMI
DETACHED IN WELLESley. One year old, 1900
sq. ft., 3 bedroom, master with ensuite and walk
in closet. Family room
on upper level, attached
garage, all appliances
included.
$1900/mth
plus utilities. Large
fenced back yard. Call
Ken 519-747-0990.

TRADES &
SERVICES

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Sue From

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

Alli Bauman

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

226-750-9332 519-577-6248
suefrom17@gmail.com

allibauman17@gmail.com

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

COMING
EVENTS

VIRTUAL
ONLINE
KARATE
CLASSES!!!
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL
ARTS Train safely from
the comfort of your own
home. No experience
needed. Beginners welcome! GROUP CLASSES
FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT.
PRIVATE & SEMI-PRIVATE LESSONS ALSO
AVAILABLE. Taught by
Renshi Becky Schweitzer,
4th Degree Black Belt and
World Karate Champion.
Our 10 week session for
group classes $90+HST.
Call
519-580-1418
or e-mail becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com

BROKERAGE

R.W. THUR
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Oﬃce:

519-669-2772

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential
Res: 519.669.1068

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

Broker

Cell: 519.588.7562

255 CONESTOGO LAKE
Relax & enjoy the peaceful setting in
this log cabin/cottage. Great location
– located near a well travelled road –
close to Drayton. Open concept main
floor kitchen/dining area & living space
w/woodstove. 3 pc. bathroom. 4 bdrms
upstairs. Living space has sliding doors
over-looking the yard & water. Detached
garage – 14’ x 22’ w/loft for storage. Furnishings incl. Leased land. MLS

$399,900

CALL FOR YOUR

FREE MARKET EVALUATION

NEWSLETTERS

Retractable Banners

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!

AS LOW AS

$

12995

• We have an In-house
Graphics team to help
with the perfect design,
or supply your own
print-ready file

Call today

for more information!
Our consultants are always available
to price your project!

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and
presentations
• They are affordable, lightweight, durable and easy
to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

Call Today to Get Started!
ARTWORK
EXTRA

Have You Written A Book?

We can help you get your book into print!
Lawn Bag Signs

JULIE
HECKENDORN

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

Small ads,
BIG results.
Classified
ads work.

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing
of available products
Indoor & Outdoor Signage
Huge assortment of materials to print on
Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
Hardware included • Installation available

Independently Owned and Operated

RON'S DRYWALL AND
RENOVATIONS. OVER
35 years experience.
Please call 519-496-7539
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

Car Wraps
Also Available!

•
•
•
•

R E A L E STAT E S E RV I C E S

CUSTOM LAWN SEEDING + PLOWING AND
lawn sweeper rental. Call
Garald Gingrich cell 519503-5641, Home 519669-2043.

Specializing in Posters, Banners
& Trade Show Booths

Our Everyday Low Price!

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

FARM SERVICES

Observer advertising rates, policies and
specifications are available at:
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

ads.observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

WE DO SIGNS
OF ALL KINDS!

MY COMPANY

my company tag

WHEAT STRAW CLEAN, FEED GRADE,
4 x 5 round bales. Corn
stalk bales, spring baled
in 2019, stored inside.
Call Kevin at 519-6164985.

Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words
(extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online:

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
Inquire about our
• Manuals • Catalogues
Publishing Packages
• Children’s Books
and free Author’s Guide

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You

675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017
www.mtprint.com

DOOR
HANGERS

Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive traffic
to your business!

Large enough to include
plenty of information, but
small enough to provide budget
friendly pricing and easily
distributed.
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“PROUDLY REMEMBERING OUR PAST; CONFIDENTLY EMBRACING OUR FUTURE.”

Community
Information Page
COVID-19

Woolwich Township Update
As the 2019 Novel Coronavirus or COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve around the
world and in our community, the health and wellbeing of Woolwich residents remain our
top priority. The Township continues to work closely with area municipalities, Region of
Waterloo’s Public Health, and provincial and national partners to monitor and respond to
new developments.
For information on symptoms, treatment and preventative measures, you may contact:
• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400
• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000
• Public Health Agency of Canada: 1-833-784-4397

Township Services, Facilities,
and Programs*
Woolwich Township continues to provide critical and core services. We ask residents to
delay non-essential businessortry to conduct business online or by phone. Please be
patient, it may take staff longer than normal to respond to inquiries as we respond to
critical matters first.
• Closed until May 31: Township of Woolwich Administration Office
• Closed until June 30: All municipal cultural, recreational and leisure facilities
including playgrounds, sports fields, dog parks, basketball and tennis courts,
outdoor community gardens, park shelters and skateboard parks
• Cancelled until June 30: All Township-affiliated events and festivals or those held
on Township property.
Other areas in parks including trails and outdoor spaces will remain open and available
for residents to enjoy walkthrough access only. We encourage residents to stay in their
neighbourhoods, do not drive to parks or trails, respect signage and follow appropriate
social distancing.Grand River Conservation Authority parks & trails are closed, see
GrandRiver.ca or call 1-866-900-4722.

Construction Projects
Infrastructure like roads, bridges, watermains, sewers and more are essential services
that we rely on every day. To maintain our infrastructure, Woolwich Township and our
contractors will continue work on essential construction projects.
We understand that some residents may have concerns with construction moving forward
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Contractors working for the Township will employ policies
and procedures to protect the health and wellness of workers, and the community in
general, as part of a Contractor Health and Safety Plan specifically tailored to current
pandemic requirements and the particular project. Contractors will adjust these policies
and procedures as necessary in accordance with relevant Federal, Provincial and Regional
guidelines related to the COVID-19 pandemic issued at any given time. Township staff
and consultants working for the Township will similarly be following all relevant COVID-19
guidelines during construction.

Council Meetings
Remote Council meetings continue to follow their regular schedule with members
participating electronically. Agendas are posted online Thursday afternoon before the
meeting and any additional items are posted by noon on the day of the meeting. You can
still participate in meetings while Council chambers are closed to the public:
• Submit a comment in writing
• Make a delegation or attend a public meeting by video or toll-free phone
• Watch or listen to the meeting on Facebook or by toll-free phone
• Read meeting minutes
For help participating in a remote Council meeting, contact the Deputy Clerk at 519-6696010.
*Please note as the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, the status of facilities and
services may change. For the most current information, please see the Woolwich Township
website at Woolwich.ca or call us at 519-669-1647.

P.O. Box 158

24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

Phone:

519-669-1647
or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Woolwich Stay Home, Stay Active Webpage
While our recreation centres are closed, the Township remains committed to helping our
community stay engaged and active during the COVID-19 situation. Please join us on
our new webpage: Woolwich.ca/StayActive for activities brought to you by our wonderful
recreation and facilities staff, instructors and partners.

Burn Permits
A burn permit is required for all open air burning within the Township. Whether you are
having a small backyard fire or clearing your property of brush, a permit is required. You
can apply for a permit at Woolwich.ca or by calling 519-669-6022 during COVID-19.

Private Well Water Testing
Due to COVID-19, a temporary plan has been put in place to resume private well water
testing for bacteriological testing only (i.e. E. coli and coliforms). The service will continue
to be free being funded by the Region of Waterloo.
• Pick up* a water test kit Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m from ALS Waterloo
located at 60 Northland Road, Unit 1, Waterloo, ON N2V 2B8.
• The water test kits include a sample bottle, an ice pack, a chain of custody form,
and sampling instructions
• Follow the instructions included in the kit
• Bring the sample back to ALS Waterloo
• Your results will be e-mailed to you directly or, if you cannot be reached by email,
by letter mail or phone. Please ensure that your contact information is completed
properly to ensure you receive your results as quickly as possible.
*Please note, water test kits will be available just inside the first main door for pick up
and drop off. Due to physical distancing restrictions, the second door will be locked and
staff at ALS Waterloo are not available to answer any questions.
If you have any questions about the water testing process or your results, please call the
Region of Waterloo at 519-575-4400.

Council approves Financial Flexibility
for those that need it
On March 26, 2020, Woolwich Township Council approved immediate financial flexibility
for residents and businesses for the months of April and May 2020, including:
• Waiving penalties and interest on property taxes,
• Waiving late payment charges on utility bills and miscellaneous receivable invoices,
• Waiving NSF (non-sufficient funds) fees charged by the Township on customer
accounts, and
• Suspend transferring Water & Wastewater accounts in arrears to Property Tax accounts.
Current due dates will remain as is and no changes are being made to these dates.
The approved actions are meant to give customers that need it additional time to make
payments on both their property tax and utility accounts. Through these actions property
owners and utility customers can continue to pay in full or if need be, partial payments,
without being penalized.
Customers can continue to make payments through a Pre-Authorized Payment Plan,
online banking, by mail or by the payment box located at the Maple Street side of the
Township Administration Building located at 24 Church Street West in Elmira.

Local Business Resources
Local business are hiring. Check out findyourjob.ca to find local jobs in Woolwich
Township. See who’s hiring on-line today!
In response to COVID-19, the Township’s economic development focus has shifted to:
• helping local businesses access Federal and Provincial financial aids;
• promoting local businesses that are still available or offer online service; and
• monitoring the economic impact to support Council decisions.
For more information or for assistance accessing resources, contact the Township at
519-669-1647 and ask to speak with the Economic Development & Tourism Officer or
contact EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca.
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

THOMPSON’S

Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology
to repair your vehicle with
accuracy and confidence.

GENERAL SERVICES

CALL
TO BOOK
TODAY.
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ARE A

SPECIALTY,
NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial
On-The-Farm Service

519-669-4400

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-669-3232

Save you

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Elmira, ON

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427

FREE

INSTALLATION
When you buy
3 or more

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

GENERAL SERVICES

Since 1998

Murray & Daniel Shantz

by Elite or Mera

In home consultations
Wide selection of styles & fabrics

HOME IMPROVEMENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

Blinds

The Right Window
Treatment Can

IN-STORE SERVICES

MarCrest
Backhoe
• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Randy Weber

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Maynard Martin

www.rwelectricltd.com

2512 Kressler Road RR1
St. Clements, ON N0B 2M0

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

Tel. 519-699-0507

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair
22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537

STORE HOURS:
M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

“25 years in Business”

ST. JACOBS

GLASS SYSTEMS INC.
1553 King St. N.,
St. Jacobs, ON N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts
• Thermopanes
• Mirrors
• Screen Repair
• Replacement Windows
• Shower Enclosures
• Sash Repair
TEL:

519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

CONSTRUCTION INC.
info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

(519) 569-0772
• Commercial & Industrial
General Contracting
• Specializing in Concrete
Work & Excavation
• Retaining Walls

•
•
•
•

Stamped Coloured Concrete
Demolition
Bin Service
Machine Bases

Concrete Breaking & Removal

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped
and Coloured Concrete
www.marwilconcrete.ca

519-577-0370

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AMOS
INC

R O O F I N G

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL
FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

• Specializing in residential re-roofs
• Repairs • Churches
A Family owned and operated business serving KW,
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

FINANCIAL SERVICES

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

www.biobobs.com
or call today!
519-648-3004

or

800-232-6396

KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you
work within your personal taste and budget

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware
Popular Brands Available

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

Visit our website

DESIGN CENTRE

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003

taylortax@rogers.com

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

John Schaefer
Painting
FREE
ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior
Painting,
Wallpapering &
Plaster | drywall
Repairs

519-503-6033 (CELL)
519-669-2251

36 Hampton St., Elmira

GENERAL SERVICES

Custom Grading
YardS
Laneways
RegraveLling
Lawrence Martin
St.Clements, On • 519-699-4138

Various
sizes & rates

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

519-669-4964

100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA
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IN MEMORIAM

OBITUARY

In loving memory of Peter Surey
and Bryan Maher
May 5, 2017
And if I go, while you’re still here ...
know that I live on,
vibrating to a different measure
behind a thin veil you cannot see through.
I wait for the time when we can soar
together again,
aware of each other.
Until then,
live your life to its fullest
and when you need me,
just whisper my name in your heart,
...I will be there.
(Emily Dickinson)

Forever remembered. Always loved.
PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
%
2
2
0

$
*
5
$

$
/
$
5

)
,
1
$
/
(

2
1
(
0
$
1

(
6
&
$
3
(

&
$
5
2
/

$
5
(
1
$

3
,
3
,
7

/
2 )
3 ,
(
1 * ( 7 , 1 ,
2 1 ( $
' 1
, 7 8
5 2 3 +
, 1
(
3
6
0 $ 6
8 1 , 7
5 , & ,
'
. (
8
2 7
3
& (
6
+ (



 


) , 1 *
/ / $ 5
8 , & (
8 5 (
5 0 ( '
$
6
' $ :
, / , $
$ * ( 5
/ $ 1 7
6 ( (
5 (
2 8 6 1
3 7
7
7 , / ,
, & $ 5
& $ 3 (

DEATH NOTICES

$
%
/
(

$
6
%
(
6
7
2
6

$ * / 2
' 5 $ &
' ( 0 8
( ( /
$ 1 ' ,
, 3
0 ( 5 *
3 8 5
$ 3 1 (
* ( 1 (
( 5 ( 1
/ 6
6 6
+ , 5 7
< 5 2 2
( 6 $
1 ( 7

:
2
5
6
7
(
/
$
7
(
'
6
0
8
7



  










 


 

BOWMAN,
MARY
GINGRICH - Peacefully, with her family
at her side at home,
on Thursday, April
23, 2020, at RR 3
Listowel, age 50.
CAIRNS, DONALD
ALLAN - 1934 - 2020
- Cairns, Donald Allan
Passed away at his
residence in Elmira
on Saturday, April 18,
2020, at the age of
85.
KRAAL,
BEREND
“BEN” - of Drayton
went home to be with
his Lord on Thursday
April 23 in his 95th
year.
REIBLING, DOLORES
YVONNE MARGARET
- Passed away peacefully with granddaughter Kimberly by
her side, on Monday,
April 20, 2020, at
Chartwell Elmira LTC
Residence, at the age
of 88.

Calling all
local picture
takers.
Upload your photos, drawings,
scribbles ... starts TOMORROW.

Reibling, Dolores Yvonne Margaret
Passed away peacefully with granddaughter Kimberly by her side, on
Monday, April 20, 2020, at Chartwell
Elmira LTC Residence, at the age of
88. Beloved wife for 48 years of the
late Ray Reibling (1998). Dear mother
of Brenda and David McWaters of
Guelph, Janice and Ken Woods of
Elmira, Kathy and Craig Schwindt of
Elmira, and Steven and Paula Reibling
of London. Loving grandmother of
Stephanie (Jeff) Tomlinson, Darryl
(Brenda) McWaters, Melanie (Charlie)
Campbell, Nathan (Deanne) Woods,
Jennifer (Brian) Pollock, Kimberly
Schwindt, Erika (John) Bartos, Kara
(Cam) Galbraith, Sean and Joel
Reibling and 15 great-grandchildren.
Predeceased by her parents, Henry
and Mary (Grein) Issler and sister
Marlene Dotzert.
Dolores was born September 5, 1931 in
Perth County. Dolores and Ray began
raising their family in Sebringville
and then moved to Elmira in 1965,
at which time they became partners
in the Homesteader Restaurant with
Ray’s brother Earl and wife Naomi.
After the sale of the restaurant in 1977,
Dolores worked in clothing at Brox’s
Olde Town Village, a clerk in Reichard’s
Dry Goods and then purchased Town
Talk Fashions, a local ladies clothing
store in 1980. She showed hospitality
to friends and family alike. Her
many talents included piano playing,
millinery, sewing, crocheting, oil
painting and gardening.

Bryan John Benjamin
“B.J.”
Maher
December 19, 1989 – May 5, 2017
You left this world, only the
Killarney neighbour heard the sound
We had no idea
That life on earth, would end for you
And you would not be here.
You were gone, before we knew it
No chance to say goodbye
We cannot grasp, that you’re not here
Or know the reason why.
Your tragic end came swift and fast
And we could not be there
To hold your hand and comfort you
It’s much more than we can bear.
We wish we could rewind the clock
And have known now, what we know
We could have hugged you one
more time
Before you had to go.
In our hearts, we’ll hold you close
And there you shall remain
Until our time has come on earth
When we shall meet again.
Thank you to all our family and
friends who keep remembering
our Bryan “B.J.” and telling those
wonderful stories.

She was an active member in the
activities at St. James Lutheran Church,
a top priority in her life. She cherished
spending time with her grandchildren
and family get-togethers.

Skip, Grace and Stacey

A private family interment was
held on Friday, April 24, 2020 at St.
James Lutheran Cemetery, Elmira. As
expressions of sympathy, donations to
St. James Lutheran Church, Elmira,
would be appreciated by the family.

In print and online ... the
Observer will connect you
to the community.

www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Support the Observer at ocnf.org

IMAGE THEME
CATEGORIES:
• Hometown Proud
• Love
• Minimalism | Isolation
• Pets
• Porch-rait
• Something Old
• Surrounded by Nature
• Togetherness

Free online registration

ads.observerxtra.com/stronger-together

ENTER THE STRONGER-TOGETHER PHOTO CONTEST SARTING MAY 1ST.

IN MEMORIAM

LET'S GET CREATIVE AND HELP SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

F A M I LY A L B U M

Woolwich

STRONGER-TOGETHER
PHOTO-IMAGE CONTEST:

Runs from

May 1- June 27, 2020

Prizes for 1st, 2nd &
People’s Choice Voted by You.
Winners announced in July 2, 2020
edition of the Observer.

Healthy
Communities

See online for official rules.
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A PLACE FOR WASTE

SENIORS ONLINE
The Woolwich Seniors Association offers online
activities for its members, who, as with many others,
are staying at home during the pandemic. Up next is a
Zoom videoconference–based game of Trivial Pursuit
set for tomorrow (Friday). The association is happy
to help seniors with the technology, and also offers
phone-based options. Email contact@woolwichseniors.ca.

Be involved in community activities,
events & support local initiatives. Tell
us about what's happening and about
the people in your neighbourhood.
Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Terry Fox
runs may
go virtual

The Region of Waterloo will re-open the Waterloo
and Cambridge waste transfer stations for residential
waste drop-off as of May 4. The sites will re-open for
regular residential business hours: Monday to Saturday, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Residents will be able to drop off
garbage, large items, yard waste, organics, recyclables and household hazardous waste (HHW). Regular
fees, including the $5 minimum fee, will apply, though
only credit and debit cards will be accepted.

Enjoying
the tastes
of BBQ
from your
kitchen

BUILDING COMMUNITY

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Runs in memory of Terry
Fox have become staples
of communities across the
country and, indeed, the
globe. This month marks
the 40th anniversary of his
Marathon of Hope, but the
COVID-19 crisis casts some
doubt about the traditional
fundraising events, though
going virtual remains an
option.
It was on Apr. 12, 1980
that Terry Fox set off from
Newfoundland on a coastto-coast run to raise awareness and funds for cancer
research. Though the
disease that had taken his
leg eventually forced him
to halt the run, and ended
up taking his life at the age
of 22, annual runs bearing
his name continue to raise
money for research.
The fate of this year’s
events remains up in the
air, says Fred Fox, Terry’s
older brother by 14 months.
“Every week it’s a conversation we have; we are
still having the discussion
and waiting to see where
things go in the next couple
of weeks,” he said, adding
he idea of a virtual walk is
currently on the table.
“We are still going to
encourage people to participate in any way they can,
[though] they might not be
able to gather at their local
park or wherever they participate.”
The Terry Fox walk has
always been a large community event and in Canada, there are 9,000 schools
that have walks, said Fox.
“With all the schools
RUN FOR TERRY | 20

CHEF DUFF

A
Rick Weber and his son Ben are creating birdhouses to do their part to help support frontline workers and those in need.

[DAMON MACLEAN]

Birdhouses for charity

Elmira man and his son are building and selling birdhouses for Woolwich fund
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

The time spent inside
during the COVID-19 pandemic has given people the
chance to take up many
new hobbies. For one local
man and his son, a new
hobby has become a way
for them to spend some
quality time together, while
also giving back to the
community during tumultuous times.
Elmira resident Rick Weber and his eight-year-old
son Ben have started building birdhouses out of wood
from the barn belonging
to Weber’s father-in-law.
What was initially meant
to be a fun spur-of-the-moment project to give some
cardinals a new home has
turned into a fundraising

effort for local charities.
“I’ve seen postings of
people doing a lot of sewing, the local guy that’s
fixing bikes ... for me it
was just something I enjoy
doing. It’s something I can
do and I’ve got the materials and tools here to do it,”
said Weber. “I think if we
all sort of pitch in, in ways
that we can, the community as a whole can come out
of this stronger.”
When he first started this
initiative he was matching
the first $100 made off
sales. Now he plans to sell
birdhouses for $25, with
all proceeds going to local
charities.
He says the response has
been beyond anything he
expected, noting the community interest has blown
him away.

“We built four and ... the
first three sold within 15
minutes,” said Weber. “I
now have more material,
got six orders in the queue
now for more that people
want to purchase.”
He says he plans to
make at least another 12
birdhouses to fulfill his
outstanding orders, along
with any more that may
come in. Once those have
sold, he’ll “see what happens” and move forward
if there’s interest from the
community.
The plan is to donate

proceeds raised through
the sales to a local food
bank and a township fund
focused on aiding people
dealing with the economic
fallout of the coronavirus.
Weber extended a thankyou to the people who have
responded to his posting
for the birdhouse fundraiser, adding he will work
hard to continue the project if the community wants
him to keep up his work.
Those interested in
buying a birdhouse can
contact Weber through
the Facebook’s ‘Elmira
COVID-19 Resource Group.’
However, he wants people
to be aware that things can
change in an instant, and
he may not be able to continue this project moving
forward if he needs to return to work.

CHEF'S TABLE

s we hopefully near
the spring it’s great
to feature a recipe
that both combines one of
the first seasonal ingredients of the year with the
idea of BBQ.
We live in a great agricultural area and mangoes are
ripe for the picking in early
spring as they are now in
season ... in Mexico.
They actually originated in south Asia, as many
fruits did, and naturally
migrated across the ocean
over thousands of years.
The heat in the mid-Americas create the perfect environment for tropical fruits
to flourish.
We continue to want to
enjoy comfort food right
now and there’s nothing
more suitable than our beloved “pulled” pork, which
of course came from the
BBQ traditions of the old
South.
Plantation workers
would sometimes be allowed to have the fattier,
tougher pieces of meat to
cook and would have to be
creative to not only make
them palatable but delicious.
They would use slower
CHEF | 20

Colouring Challenge
To help keep your children busy through this time, we
are holding a colouring contest with awesome prizes!
Here are the steps.
1.

3.

Visit our website to print off

at one of our locations in the

your age specific challenge &
to see prizes.
2.

Scan & email entry or drop off
key drop off box.

4.

There will be one lucky winner

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better

Colour & complete to the best

of each age category chosen &

20 Oriole Parkway E. | 47 Industrial Drive

of your ability.

contacted beginning of June.

Tel: (519) 669-1082

Good luck! We are excited to see everyone’s creativity!

www.leroysautocare.net
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COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

THURSDAY, APRIL 30
 VIRTUALLY JOIN WCHC & HOSPICE OF WATERLOO REGION
as we look at health care decision making in Ontario &
how Advance Care Planning conversations can help you
& your loved ones. Starting at 1 p.m. For an invitation to
our virtual platform contact Gebre, our Health Promoter,
gberihun@wchc.on.ca

Kleensweep
Carpet Care

Rugs and
Upholstery

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

T. 519.669.2033

COLLEEN

Being found relies
on how we get lost

Cell: 519.581.7868

Truck &
Trailer
Maintenance
Cardlock
Fuel
Management

COMMERCIAL 24
CARDLOCK
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

Community Care Concepts provides
services and supports that help seniors
and adults with unique needs to live independently in their own homes across the
Townships of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot. In an effort to protect the health of our
clients, volunteers and staff, Community
Care Concepts has cancelled until further
notice:
•
community exercise programs
•
community dining programs
•
social and recreational programming
•
adult day programs located at Barnswallow Place in Elmira and Nithview
Community in New Hamburg

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

All other essential services are continuing
including:
•
Meals on Wheels
•
transportation to medical and other
essential appointments
•
ensuring access to groceries and prescriptions
•
wellbeing checks
•
essential home help services
•
support with hospital discharge

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

We ask for your patience as we prioritize
requests based upon most immediate needs.

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

519.669.5105

Please contact us at 519-664-1900 or 1-855664-1900 if you require assistance or know of
someone who may require assistance.

1540 FLORADALE ROAD
P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

NANCY
KOEBEL

Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life
Assurance Company

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance,
business insurance, employee benefits programs,
critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.
652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

At this time, we would like to express our
sincere thanks to members of our community for the outpouring of offers of assistance
and support as we ensure that the needs of
seniors and vulnerable residents of our community are addressed.
Stay well,
Cathy Harrington, Executive Director
Community Care Concepts of Woolwich, Wellesley & Wilmot

Woolwich Residents Support
Fund: COVID-19 relief

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND
AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS
VERMONT
Castings

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

519.664.2008

Vacuum Sales,

Repairs

All Makes & Models

9 Church St. E., Elmira

519-669-8362

elmiravacuum@gmail.com

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH 519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

Saturday, 9am-3pm

you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Education and Treatment

Your First Step to
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com
25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

SANYO CANADIAN

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

A. Lost people rarely do
much to help themselves,
and often make matters
worse by continuing to
move, “which substantially reduces the chance of
being found alive,” says
Michael Boyd in “New Scientist” magazine. The urge
to move is understandable,
triggered by fear, and with
a heightened level of stress,
cognitive functions needed
for wayfinding decline.
“Lost people have been
seen walking trance-like
past search parties, or running off and having to be
chased down and tackled.”
Available records suggest that “certain tendencies are universal, intuitive
to all humans in unfamiliar
landscapes.” We are drawn
to boundaries — a forest
margin, a drainage ditch —
and overall, most lost people found alive end up in a
building or on what rescuers call a travel aid, such as
a road, track or path. But
different types of people
get lost in different ways,
depending on their age,
gender, and mental state.
For example, solo male
hikers travel the farthest
of all, and children are less
likely than adults to keep
moving, which explains
why 96% of them are found
alive compared with 75% of
adults.
The first to study how

How can I
help you?
519.514.6051

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities
healthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

BILL&RICH SONES
STRANGE BUT TRUE

children navigate, psychologist Ed Cornell and
his colleague Donald Heth
found that, when left alone
to roam, children traveled
much farther than anyone
thought and wandered and
dawdled rather than going
directly to the target location. Their detailed report
enabled a search team to
find a missing 3-year-old
boy “minutes away from
dying of hypothermia.”
Q. With their hypersensitivity to odors, dogs have
been known to detect the
subtle smell of disease
in their owners. How is
this remarkable ability
being put to use in tree
orchards?
A. Dogs have been able to
sniff out the pandemic and
economically severe bacterial disease of citrus trees
called huanglongbing, reports “Science” magazine.
The dogs were first trained
by positive reinforcement
on potted citrus plants
and gradually moved up to
orchard conditions. “The
dogs detected 30-dayold infections compared
with genetic testing that
only started to identify
infections 3 months after
insect-vectored transmission. If two dogs were
used, detection accuracies
of 100% were achieved….”
Researchers estimate that
“dogs could save up to 92%
STRANGE BUT TRUE | 19

O B S E RV E R S O D O K U

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement
is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events,
open houses and similar events do not qualify for free
advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are
to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

It’s time to call
your Welcome
Wagon Hostess.

•

Quality & Service

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial
Ave., Elmira, ON N3B 2P6 or through the
website on the WCS Donate page.

New to the Community?
Do you have a new Baby?

Service
Se

Q. Fear of being lost
seems to be hardwired
in the human brain, yet
it’s particularly difficult
to know why lost people
make the decisions they
do. Now researchers
have been able to identify predictable behaviors
that could help rescuers
narrow their search.
What are some of them?



 




  










 


 

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every
3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is
outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started.
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Newly renovated train car a future
staple for Waterloo Central Railway
BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com



























































































































The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only
published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

It may not currently be
rolling down the track,
but a lounge car built by
the Waterloo Central Railway (WCR) received high
praise from riders when it
was added to the fleet for
events last year.
Purchased in 2018, the
vintage RDC-9 No. 6006
coach from the 1950s was
redesigned, and built into
a parlour and lounge car by
volunteers who wanted to
help create an experience
for WCR riders that was
unique from the rest.
“We always had the idea
[for], if we could, a full
dining car like a traditional
dining car,” said general
manager Peter McGough.
He notes cars in the fleet
before the lounge car was
added had their limits,
with only four people being

 STRANGE BUT TRUE: Dogs help sniff out trouble
FROM 18

ACROSS
1. Canaanite deity
5. More distant part of
the see
11. Burning
16. Eye
17. Means of support
18. Harsh Athenian
lawgiver
19. Breakfast staple
21. Object
22. Shaken, not stirred
23. You are each
25. Congers
26. Gambling (3wrds)
29. “Them”
32. Genetics
33. Berth place
34. Undisturbed
37. Black bird
40. Arise
44. Corpse derangement
47. Type of stitch
48. At full speed
49. Avid
50. Breathing problem
51. Pool exercise
52. British dynasty from

Henry II to Richard III
54. Procedure before
colonoscopys
57. “Didn’t I tell you?”
58. Calm
59. Condo, e.g.
61. Confederate soldier,
for short
63. Lucy drug
64. Unpredictable
change
71. Desertlike
72. Set aside
73. Vacation souvenirs
77. Move, as a plant
79. A not neat drink
(2wrds)
81. Chilled
82. Rogue
83. Biblical birthright
seller
84. Carpenter’s machine
85. Some paintings
86. Alt net
DOWN
1. Lots of business
2. City on the Yamuna
River
3. Apple spray

4. Slow, musically
5. Talk about feelings
(2wrds)
6. South Pacific resident
7. Spanish ___
8. Broad bone of the
pelvis
9. Bead material
10. More than your
share (plr)
11. Annex
12. Vegetable (2wrds)
13. Injury (past)
14. Eyes
15. Beat
20. Bathtub liquid?
24. ___-bodied
27. Tires
28. Order between
“ready” and “fire”
29. The end
30. Kind of band
31. Break
35. British author of The
Sea, The Sea (1978)
36. Elephant’s weight,
maybe
38. Pond buildup
39. Oscar Meyer

41. Narrow channel
42. Cdn political party
43. Flying high
45. Cool, once
46. “A jealous mistress”:
Emerson
50. “Act your ___!”
53. Causes mesothelioma
55. “Gimme ___!” (start
of an Iowa State cheer)
56. Down with something
60. Jams
62. Aggregate
64. Christmas ___
65. “Gladiator” setting
66. Small songbird
67. Kind of nerve
68. Ancient city NW of
Carthage
69. Diffident
70. Femme fatale
74. Gift on “The Bachelor”
75. Exactly
76. Blue books?
78. Athletic supporter?
80. Drink from a dish

Rent soft water
starting at

$9.95

mth

*for first three months

.com
519.744.2248

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener

plans to expand the fleet to
add more cars like this, but
if the right situation were
to come along, McGough
says the group would
consider taking on a new
project.
While WCR is currently
not running any trains due
to the COVID-19 shutdown,
McGough assures riders
that they will be back as
soon as they are able and
they will do everything in
their power to ensure the
health and safety of those
who want to take part in an
event, or ride throughout
the region.
WCR is a not-for-profit
organization that runs a
regular passenger train
from Northfield Drive in
Waterloo to Elmira. They
normally run a train three
times a day on when the
farmers’ market is open,
along with special events
throughout the year.

able to sit comfortably at
a table. The new car gives
riders more of an experience dining in a restaurant,
with tablecloths and chairs
that are able to be pulled
out.
The car was “a shell”
when it was purchased,
and volunteers did everything from putting walls
up so paneling could be
installed to painting the
ceiling, said McGough.
Tables can be moved and
seats reconfigured to fit up
to 54 people in the new car.
This was something they
wanted to improve the experience for events that are
held throughout the year,
he said. Events include
a “great train robbery,”
dining activities and even
a superhero train where
you can meet Superman,
Wonder Woman and other
favourite characters.
Currently there are no

of the trees in an orchard
by early detection followed
by removal of individual
infected trees.”
Q. Have you ever walked
on a stopped escalator
and found the experience weird? Why is that?
A. Escalators, ultimately,
are staircases that move,
yet there’s something
disorienting about walking
up (or down) a stopped escalator, says Dan Lewis on
his “Now I Know” website.
Some believe that slightly higher escalator stairs

er than their height had
to be at work. Muscle
memory is the key, the
research team concluded:
Our brains — at a subconscious level — are telling
our legs and knees and
feet to take steps. “We’re
on autopilot in a sense,”
Lewis explains. “… by
and large, the motor system simply approaches
the escalator as if those
stairs were going to start
moving. A few steps in,
we compensate for the
mistake, but at that point,
the odd stair height or
staircase angle keeps the
walk disorienting.”

account for the feeling, but
when researchers explored
the issue further, they
found otherwise.
Using a mobile sled, they
had participants step onto
it from a stationary platform: Ten times the sled
wasn’t moving, 20 times it
was, and on the 31st step,
having been informed
the sled was stopped, the
participants were told to
walk onto it again. Anecdotally and unprompted,
many said it felt similar to
stepping onto a stopped
escalator.
Since no stairs were
involved, something oth-

PLACES OF FAITH

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Worship: 9:30am
Elmira
Mennonite Boundaries in Pleasant Places
Church
- Family & Work
Erv Wiens (EMC Supply Pastor) preaching
Service moved on-line
58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

The landfills are closed to the public,
we will provide collection at your home.
Please call us for details.

Provincial Waste
Systems
will donate 10%
of the proceeds
to the Elmira Maple
Syrup Festival.

Permanent garbage containers for
your business or farm available.

Support Local!

519.669.8888
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 CHEF: A perfect  RUN FOR TERRY: April marks 40th
comfort sandwich anniversary of Marathon of Hope
FROM 17

cooking methods such as
spit roasting or smoking in
order to achieve this. After
the cooking process was
over, there would be pieces
of meat that would sometimes stick to the coals or
rocks. In order to not waste
them they would “pull”
them off!
This type of recipe can
be achieved easily while
trapped indoors with your
family, day in and day out,
by essentially stewing the
meat, whether on the stove
top, oven or slow-cooker,
an advantage being that all
of the juices, flavours and
nutrients are contained
within and help to make
up the sauce. The acidity
of the mangoes have a natural ability to tenderize as
well as add sweetness and
flavour.
This type of dish is often
served as a sandwich –
maybe on a bun or tortilla
wrap – but is also great by
itself or on a bed of rice or
even mashed potatoes.
Bourbon is only made in
the South and is a natural
compliment to this sauce –
thank goodness the LCBO
is considered an essential
service!

Mango- Bourbon
Pulled Pork
3 lb pork shoulder
1 onion, sliced
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 tomatoes, diced
2 mangoes, diced
2 oz bourbon
1/2 litre chicken stock
Juice of 1 orange
1/4 cup honey
1/4 cup balsamic
1 Tbsp. tomato paste
1 bottle “bold” BBQ sauce
Chipotle chili powder, cumin,
cinnamon sticks
Salt, pepper

FROM 17

being closed and the event
happening in September,
that’s another thing we
have to decide.”
Terry Fox runs are held
at schools across the townships, drawing the voluntary support of students,
teachers and parents.
“None of it would be
possible without the volunteers. We always want to
say thank-you to schools,
people in communities like
Waterloo and Kitchener and
all over Canada,” said Fox.
Since its founding, the
Terry Fox Foundation has
raised more than $800
million for cancer research,
fuelled by runs that are
now held around the world.
It all started with that
initial trek 40 years ago.
“When Terry and his
good friend Doug [Alward]
left Vancouver to head to
Newfoundland to start the
Marathon of Hope, how
emotional that was,” recalled Fox, noting the bid
really hit home when he
saw his brother on television. “A couple of days later, I was watching the news
at 6 o’clock here in Vancouver, looking to hear about
Terry starting the run.”
Although, he didn’t
spend too much time with
Terry during the Marathon
of Hope, Fred said two of
his strongest memories
involve travelling to meet
his brother.
“I flew the red-eye flight
from Vancouver to Toronto. We’re landing around 7
in the morning to join Terry, my brother Darryl, Doug
Alward, my mom and dad,
my sister Judy at the Four
Seasons Hotel in Toronto.

Then ran with Terry down
University Avenue to city
hall, and that was an amazing thing seeing so many
people and the support he
was receiving.”
A month later after returning home Fox took a
vacation with his wife to
meet Terry. “We drove east
and were able to spend two
or three days with Terry just
south of Wawa, Ontario.
While Terry’s run would
eventually capture the
public’s attention, it took
time to reach that stage.
“Things started out slow,
even when Terry was running through Newfoundland, he would hit a small
little village or town along
the way and people would
become aware of Terry.
It wasn’t known as well
nationally, though slowly
as Terry made his way
through the Maritime provinces various news media
were picking up the story
– it was gaining some more
momentum as he made his
way through the maritime
provinces. Finally, once he
hit the Ontario border and
arrived in Ottawa for Canada Day, that’s really where
the momentum was bursting through the roof. It was
amazing,” explained Fox.
Terry was 18 when he
was diagnosed with osteosarcoma, which would lead
to the amputation of his
right leg. Going through
treatment, he saw the
impacts of cancer and the
benefits of research.
Although, this years walk
may look different, it is
important to continue to
spread Terry’s message and
vision, he said. For info
visit at www.terryfox.org.
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VINYL

VINYL

CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

1

6MM THICK

SPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

$ 55

$ 00

OPEN TO SERVE YOU WITH CURB-SIDE PICK UP

FROM

TILE

1

4MM THICK

FROM

PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

BACKSPLASH

PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

1. Sauté vegetables and spices
together, add liquids and pour
over pork shoulder.
2. Place in low oven or slow
cooker and allow to simmer for
several hours until meat is fork
tender.
3. Pull out meat, shred with a
fork.
4. Allow cooking liquid to reduce by 1/3, puree and back
into pork.

12” X24”
PORCELAIN
TILE

FROM

LAMINATE

1

$ 87
FROM

PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

HARDWOOD

PER SQ FT

REG .99

CALL TO
ORDER

5. Serve in a wrap or a bun.
Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of
“Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just
outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts
private events, banquets, team
building and cooking classes.
Currently, he’s offering takeout
meals for pickup ThursdaySaturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. by
calling 519-500-1715 or emailing
info@chefduff.ca.
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$ 00

AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP:
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Lawn Fertilizer • Garden Seeds

3” X 6”
SUBWAY
TILE

12MM
THICK
LAMINATE

On account or
credit card
during COVID-19

Pet Food – Naturally Raised Meats – Bird Seed – Equine Feed and Supplies

HARDWOOD

$ 57

2755 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg

519-699-5200 • www.jfm.ca
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STONE
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