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Outbreak at EDCL 
strikes 21, part of 
379 cases in region

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Fourteen cases of 
COVID-19 among staff 
and residents of an Elmira 
District Community Living 
(EDCL) facility are part of 
a total that reached 379 
in Waterloo Region as of 
Wednesday. 

Public Health reported 
deaths related to the coro-
navirus stood at 15, with 24 
patients being hospitalized 
due to the virus, represent-
ing six per cent of cases. 
About half, 187 cases, in-
volve those self-isolating 
at home, while 127 cases 
(34 per cent) have been 
resolved.

Health officials are 
monitoring incidents at 14 
long-term care and retire-
ment homes. The EDCL 
outbreak dates back to 
April 3, when testing kits 
were made mandatory for 
retirement communities 
throughout the province, 
said executive director 
Greg Bechard, who credits 
a quick response from staff 
for catching the outbreak 
early on at an undisclosed 
EDCL location.

“Thirteen out of 16 res-
idents tested positive and 
a number of staff at the lo-
cation,” said Bechard, who 
put the number of staff 
members infected at eight. 

“We should be coming 
out on the other side, and 
the staff that have been 
tested positive are being 
retested,” he added.

Of the virus, Bechard 
said “it’s been everything 
you could have imagined,” 
adding staff acted as real 
heroes and have been 
working around the clock. 

“We’ve had staff work 
and get sick and staff for 
personal reasons chose 
not to come to work. It’s 
been up and down in terms 
of making sure we’ve got 
enough people to come 
to work, that we’ve had 
enough PPE equipment to 
keep people protected as 
best as we could.”

Bechard expressed grat-
itude to the community 
for their support effort, 
including Ben Murphy of 
Murphy’s Law Distillery, 
which supplied hand sani-
tizer and masks. Numerous 
other groups supported 
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BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

What started off as a few items 
sitting in the garage at the home 
of D.J. Carroll and Jacqui Ter-
ry-Carroll became a very public 
project when the couple decided 
to put their creative energy to 
use decorating the lawn of their 
Limera Avenue, Elmira home. 

Having received a great deal 
of attention in the community 
from their first design based on 
Jurassic Park, the couple de-
cided to enlist the help of their 
neighbours to create ‘Dragons 
be Here.’

“We’re both very, very cre-
ative people and we both love 
doing stuff in the community. 
And suddenly, when you’re in a 
social distancing, quarantine, it 
[becomes] hard to do stuff in the 
community,” said Carroll. 

Before D.J. could finish 
explaining where the idea to 
transform his lawn came from, 
Jacqui interjected. “We have a 
front yard – and dinosaurs in 
our garage.” 

That being the case, the emp-
ty yard and the dinosaurs lying 
dusty in the garage become an 
obvious pairing for some cre-
ative community spirit.
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IMPROVISING TO STAY ACTIVE

Here there 
be dragons

COPING MECHANISMS

Death toll now at 15 in the area, with 385 
reported province-wide, 954 nationally

Elmira's Ben Bowman says he has been getting ‘antsy’ like many others during the current climate of COVID-19. 
With the closure of public facilities, including skateparks, Bowman is spending his time practicing flatground 
tricks when he’s not inside watching television, among other activities, to pass the time.  [DAMON MACLEAN]

Couple goes from 
dinosaurs to dragons 
in bedecking the lawn 
of their Elmira home
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Stop the Spread
COVID-19 can be deadly.
Stay home. Save lives.

Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Woolwich announced this week that all township-af-
fi liated events and festivals, as well as all third-party 
events and festivals held on township property, have 
been cancelled up to and including June 30. The 
township is evaluating options for Canada Day cele-
brations, including reasonable alternatives to large 
public gatherings.

It may be another year before the shovels go in 
the ground, but a proposed Wal-Mart store south 
of St. Jacobs is already looking to grow. The 
developer of the King/86 project is looking for a 
zone change to boost the store to 134,000 square 
feet from the currently planned 106,500 sq. ft.
From the Apr. 15, 2006 edition of The Observer

P H A R M A C Y
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

EVENTS ON HOLD FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

It’s right there in the name, 
so it’s no surprise the 
Wellesley Apple Butter and 
Cheese Festival committee 
has food on its mind just 
now. The food bank, to be 
specific, with the organiza-
tion donating $5,000 to the 

JUNIOR HOCKEY

Elmira's Lucas Carson was drafted by the OHL's Guelph Storm, while teammate Liam Eveleigh was picked by the Sarnia Sting. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Pair of Elmira players OHL-bound

ABC Festival donates $5,000 to Wellesley Food Cupboard

ABC FEST | 05

Wellesley Food Cupboard.
“Everybody’s in a rough 

situation right now,” festi-
val head Jamie Reid said 
this week of the COVID-19 
situation that’s the impetus 
for the donation.

“It was brought to our 
attention that the Wellesley 
and area food bank was in 
need of some help.” Mem-

bers of the festivals com-
mittee held a meeting last 
week to look at ideas for 
giving back to the commu-
nity. During the meeting 
a final decision was made, 
“We all voted to give $5,000 
to help them out and allow 
them to go buy some food 
for the local food cup-
board,” he said.

Reid took over as chair 
of the festival nearly two 
years ago, noting the 
organization has a long 
tradition of supporting the 
community. In the past, 
proceeds from the festival 
have gone to the develop-
ment of sports facilities, 
city maintenance, and pur-
chasing equipment for the 

fire department and local 
schools, among others.

The donation to the food 
cupboard will be done with 
social distancing protocols, 
which Reid and his father 
Bob have been following. 
Bob Reid, a former ABC 
Fest chair, is a member of 
the food cupboard’s board, 
making the recipient a top-

of-mind choice. 
“I think it’s obvious of 

the times we’re in right 
now with the virus going 
around, people are out of 
work. My thinking was that 
the food cupboard is going 
to probably be overtaxed 
with people that don’t nor-
mally use it.”

BY DAMON MACLEAN
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Fifteen-year-old Elmira 
residents and Waterloo 
Wolves teammates Liam 
Eveleigh and Lucas Carson 
were both drafted to the 
OHL during the Ontario 
Priority earlier this month.

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the draft held 
April 4 was unlike past 
years, hosted online at the 
Ontario Hockey League’s 
official website.

Left-handed defenseman 
Liam Eveleigh was picked 
in the sixth round, 103rd 
overall, by the Sarnia Sting.

“It’s obviously a relief 
for me, showing that all 
the hard work has finally 
paid off after all the years 
of playing. To see my name 
come up was a relief for 
me,” said Eveleigh.

Eveleigh started his 
hockey career in type 
select, shortly after he 
moved on to house league 
followed by two years of 
single-A then to atom be-
fore midget AAA. Eveleigh 
hopes to be able to bring 
Sarnia “a working defen-
seman that can play both 
sides of the ice.”

Last season, he posted 13 

goals and 25 assists.
Winger Lucas Carson 

was drafted in the 13th 
round, 252nd overall, by 
the Guelph Storm. 

“It was kind of expected 
– I didn’t know what team, 
but it was a pretty ecstatic 
moment for me,” said Car-

son. 
Transitioning towards 

playing for the Storm, Car-
son says he “hopes to bring 
a competitive edge, try to 
help [the team] in any way 
possible. I come to win.” 

He added that he is 
grateful to his current 

Though disappointed 
the season ended earlier 
than planned due to the 
coronavirus-shutdown of 
all hockey leagues, he said 
he was happy with how far 
the team went. 

“The goal for the team 
is to get to the OHL cup, 
and you have to win to get 
there [which] we did,” he 
explained.

Both boys say COVID-19 
forcing the cancellation of 
the season has made things 
more challenging. Neither 
was able to meet the coach-
es face to face after being 
drafted, but note that was 
understandable. 

Said Carson, “It was [a] 
very, very tough thing for 
our team. We were looking 
forward to it all year. But, 
sometimes it’s how the 
world works.” 

Eveleigh said during this 
time he is “trying to make 
the most I can at home, 
working out in the garage, 
going on my rollerblades, 
and [daily] bike rides.” All 
efforts being made to stay 
in the best physical shape.

Both are looking forward 
to the return of a normal 
hockey schedule and con-
tinuing to advance their 
careers.

team, the Waterloo Wolves. 
“I really couldn’t have 
asked for a better group of 
guys to play my last year of 
minor hockey with.” 

Carson hopes to be play-
ing with some of his former 
teammates down the road 
soon.

Coach Shawn Dietrich of 
the Waterloo Wolves said 
he is proud of all six of his 
players that were drafted. 
Referring to Liam and Lu-
cas, he said “it’s nice for 
both of those guys being 
from a small town, Elmira 
… to be drafted.” 

Waterloo Wolves teammates, Liam Eveleigh selected by Sarnia Sting, while Lucas Carson picked by Guelph Storm
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FREE

Wednesday April 22, 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Looks Good Enough to Eat! Permaculture: Living 
off YOUR Land with Sean James - Learn how to 
grow food on your property including creative 
solutions for city yards, keeping your edible garden 
ornamental and how to use edible natives and 
perennials to be eco-friendly.

Wednesday April 29, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Dazzling Natives with Aileen Barclay - Join us to 
learn about the best native plants for urban gardens 
that will help you achieve stunning results... plants 
that also help our local bees and butterflies!

Wednesday May 6, 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Garden Design Secrets with Robert Pavlis - 
Professional garden designers use a number of 
important concepts for garden design that are easy 
to learn and apply to any garden. Learn some of 
the experts’ secrets to create your own stunning 
garden.

Wednesday May 13, 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Waterwise Gardening with Ben Cullen - More 
rain, less often: this is the new normal for Canadian 
gardeners. Is your property equipped to deal with 
everything from drought to deluge? Join Ben Cullen 
to discuss responsible water management in your 
garden, from plant selection and beyond.

We’ve moved online!
Register online for any of these four 
webinars that will stream live on Zoom. Join 
us to be inspired to create beautiful outdoor 
spaces without much water use.

Register at www.regionofwaterloo.ca/conservation 
Attendees will receive an email with a link to join the webinar.

BY SEAN HEEGER 
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

She’s still telling people to 
say cheese, but she’s doing 
it from a safe distance. To 
keep residents spirits up 
during the coronavirus  
pandemic, local photog-
rapher Kaitlyn Mullin has 
undertaken a new project 
she calls porch-raits.

After seeing other pho-
tographers from across On-
tario and other provinces 
doing something similar, 
Mullin decided to take on 
this new project under 
her personal photography 
company ‘Captured by 
Kait.’ Her goal by starting 
this was to have people 

Getting your pandemic porch-rait
Kaitlyn Mullin is putting a social distancing spin on portraits and shooting to put a smile on people’s faces during a time of crisis

show appreciation for their 
families and get in the Eas-
ter spirit.

 “Even the strangest and 
the most unsettling and 
anxiety inducing time can 
still be something that we 
can capture beautifully,” 
said Mullin. “I’ve had so 
many families who have 
taken COVID-19 and social 
isolation and turned it into 
something fun. I’ve had 
people come out in their 
pyjamas and I’ve had peo-
ple come out dressed up all 
fancy and whatnot. I think 
it’s really taught me that 
even in the crummiest of 
situations there’s always a 
silver lining and there’s al-
ways a way to find joy even 

when things seem dark and 
gloomy.”

Since she posted on 
Facebook at the beginning 
of April, she’s been con-
tacted more than 100 times 
by those who want to take 
part and book a session 
for their porch-raits. Now, 
she’s been devoting her 
free time to ensure that 
everyone interested can get 
their photos taken.

Mullins is a full-time 
product photographer 
with a Toronto company, 
but focuses her personal 
efforts on family photog-
raphy. It’s the latter style 
that she showcases in her 
porch-raits.

When she sets an appoint- ment with interested fami-
lies for porch-raits and gets 
set to take pictures, Mullin 
ensures the safety of every-
one involved is the number 
one priority and limits con-
tact by following all social 
distancing measures.

“I let them (the families 
being photographed) know 
to be ready and on their 
porch for that set time so 
then when I show up we’re 
all ready to go, everyone’s 
outside, I don’t need to 
knock on any doors or ring 
and doorbells,” said Mullin. 
“They would pose on the 
porch; I would direct them 
from the sidewalk and then 
I use a zoom lens so I can 
take the porch-rait from a 
far enough distance that 
it’s still safe for myself and 
for the family involved.”

She also limits contact 

further by foregoing print-
ed pictures, instead send-
ing digital files to the fami-
ly through online means.

“There is actually no 
physical interaction be-
tween myself or the client 
getting their photos,” said 
Mullin.

She says COVID-19 has 
affected her business by 
forcing her to cancel Easter 
shoots she had planned, 
with studio equipment 
and props going to waste. 
She lost “a decent amount 
of money” by having to 
cancel the shoots and 
since holiday photos are 
her favourite, finding an 
alternative that was safe for 
her and those involved was 
key to keeping herself busy 
during this difficult time.

Her regular job as a 
product photographer has 

also kept her indoors and 
she says it’s been driving 
her a little crazy, so find-
ing a way to get out and 
do something she loves is 
good for her and the fami-
lies she shoots. 

 “I’ve been stuck inside 
I have a little bit of cabin 
fever,” said Mullin. “So 
these photos were really 
good because not only did I 
feel like I was helping other 
people you know by bright-
ening their day with some 
free porch-raits, but I also 
got to get out of the house 
a little bit, which I really 
needed.”

The porch-raits by Mul-
lin are free and interested 
parties can contact her 
through her Facebook page 
Captured by Kait or on 
Instagram by searching @
capturedbykait. 

Photographer Kaitlyn Mullin has been capturing images of families out on their porches. [SEAN HEEGER]

 �OUTBREAK: Officials praise community for helping 
to make protective gear, adhering to COVID-19 rules

FROM 01

EDCL during the time of 
crisis these groups include: 
KW Sunbeam Cancer Com-
munity Living, Cambridge 
Association for Commu-
nity Living and Guelph 
Association of Community 
Living.  
“I don’t know where the 
help would have come 
from if not the community. 
It certainly has not come 
from the government,” he 
said, noting his agency 
was not provided with 
additional staffing or per-
sonal protective equipment 
(PPE) by any level of gov-
ernment.

The community re-
sponse was noted by 
acting medical officer of 
health Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang 
and regional Chair Karen 
Redman during a video 
conference Wednesday 
morning. 

“It’s great that they are 
feeling support from the 
community. I think it just 
speaks to the type of com-

munity that exists there,” 
said Dr.Wang, before ex-
plaining that much of the 
government assistance has 
been behind the scenes.

 “In all my experience 
politically, I have never 
seen both levels of gov-
ernment be more willing 
to work together, be more 
communicative and col-
laborative with us at the 
municipal level. They 
recognize [that] we’re the 
closest to the people and 
they are listening to how 
to shape things going for-
ward. Whether it’s public 
health, first responders, 
PPE, or how to deal with 
economic follow, they are 
collaboratively listening,” 
added Redman.

Some 64 per cent of 
cases in the region involve 
women, with 34 per cent 
of those afflicted being 
men. People in their 50s 
make up 22 per cent of the 
cases, followed by those 
over 80 at 17 per cent. The 
next highest group is those 

in their 40s (15 per cent), 
followed by those in their 
20s (12 per cent), 30s (11 
per cent), 70s (nine per 
cent) and 60s (11 per cent). 
Those under the age of 20 
make up two per cent of 
cases.

Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph Public Health 
reported 162 confirmed 
cases, with three fatalities. 
Thirty-seven cases have 
been resolved, with nine 
patients in hospital, three 
in intensive care. 

As of Wednesday, the 
Ministry of Health was 
reporting 8,447 cases of 
the novel coronavirus in 
Ontario, with 385 deaths 
attributed to the virus, 
representing a mortality 
rate of 4.6 per cent. The 
ministry reports 3,902 cas-
es (46.2 per cent) have been 
resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada show  
27,540 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 nationwide, with 
954 related deaths.
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To all Customers and Vendors, 

Because of Covid-19 we've decided 
for the health and safety of every-
one we will not be opening the first 
weekend in May like usual. We will 
be following Provincial guidelines 
and reevaluate again at a later date. 
Please know that you are missed 
and we will keep you informed of 
our possible opening date. Do the 
right thing, stay home and be safe.          
Sincerely Yours
Elmira's Market Manager 
Allan S. Martin

Opening Day Postponed

For more information call
519-504-1925

Specializing in local products.
New Vendors Welcome!

Jesus saith unto him, I am 
the way the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto 

the Father, but by me.
St. John 14:6

We are here to 
help with your 
vehicle 
maintenance 
through this �me 
of COVID-19.

But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....
How is your personal

maintenance?
How is your personal

maintenance?

A single-vehicle collision 
near Elmira April 8 sent 
two people to hospital, one 
of them by air ambulance.

Emergency crews re-
sponded to the area of Flo-
radale and Listowel roads 

Christa Gerber, chair of 
the Wellesley Food Cup-
board, said the agency is 
“thrilled and amazed” by 
the announcement of the 
donation. 

“We are a communi-
ty-run program, and it 
is great to see communi-
ty-wide support,” she said, 
adding the donated funds 
will allow the organization 
to continue their day-to-

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

With some 86 per cent of 
Ontarians in self-isola-
tion in an effort to plank 
the curve and reduce the 
spread of COVID-19, every-
one has faced interruptions 
and changes to their regu-
lar lives. 

As a result, many of us 
aren’t tending to our states 
of physical and mental 
health, say officials, noting 
there are added concerns 
about potential backlash 
for disobeying the stay-at-
home rules.

Closures of parks and 
fitness facilities through-
out the community add to 
the difficulty of maintain-
ing physical and mental 
health.

Still, maintaining a fit-
ness ethic and help with 
motivating us in our new 
routines, along with im-
proving the state of mind 
of those stuck inside.

“I think it’s really im-
portant to underscore that 
all municipalities recog-
nize the mental health as-
pect of exercise and getting 
out. We don’t want to close 
the trails, but we can’t have 
huge parking lots full of 
people [breaking social 
distancing],” said Region 
of Waterloo chair in a video 
conference last week, not-
ing that social distancing is 
key in allowing paths and 
trails to remain open in the 
region. 

During the same video 
conference, acting medical 
officer of health Dr. Hsiu-Li 

Keeping active may be more 
difficult, but it can be done

Wang acknowledged the 
difficulty of maintaining 
physical and mental well 
being.  

“With [the] measures 
we’ve recommended for 
our community, it’s a very 
hard thing to do,” she said.

Recognizing that staying 
home makes activity more 
difficult, she recommend-
ed getting out at off times.

“If you go for a bike ride, 
try to do it when there’s 
less people [outside].”

For those that are wor-

ried about exercising out-
doors, some community 
gyms and health facilities 
have been providing infor-
mation through the means 
of social media. 

Kirby Martin, owner of 
CrossFit Elmira, brings 
some hope to people feeling 
trapped while in quaran-
tine. “There’s more time 
on our hands now than 
we’ve ever had. There are 
more online resources for 
health and fitness than 
there has ever been. We’re 

at a time our health is more 
important than ever. So, 
we’re in a great spot,” he 
said. “Whether someone is 
completely new to fitness 
or [has] been doing it for a 
long time, we’re in a unique 
situation that would allow 
people to get started in fit-
ness or to get in incredible 
shape based on the time 
that’s available right now.” 

Like many other such 
operations, Martins’ facili-
ty shut down March 16, af-
ter being deemed a non-es-
sential service. However, 
Martin and his team are 
continuing to support their 
clients by an active social 
media presence. 

“From the 16th until now 
we have been creating dai-
ly at home, workouts for 
our members to complete,” 
said Martin. 

Martin describes Cross-
Fit it as “a gym built on 
group fitness. All athletes 
in the gym do the same 
workout each day. The 
workouts can be scaled 
to meet the needs of all 
fitness levels. Our goal 
at CrossFit Elmira is to 
achieve a level of health 
and fitness that is superior 
to any physical challenges’ 
life may bring your way. 
Whether you’re looking 
to get off a chair with less 
struggle or you want to get 
your six-pack abs, our pro-
gram will get you there.”

Though many of us are 
stuck at home, online ac-
cess can keep us in touch 
with likeminded people 
when it comes to keeping 
fit.

Kirby Martin offers up some tips for staying active despite all the social dis-
tancing required to counter COVID-19. [DAMON MACLEAN]

Two people taken to hospital after collision near Elmira
around 7:35 p.m. Wednes-
day after being notified a 
car had left the road after 
failing to stop for a stop 
sign.

One passenger was air-
lifted to a nearby hospital 

while another was taken by 
ambulance. The extent of 
injuries is unknown at this 
time.

Waterloo Regional Police 
closed down the intersec-
tion for four hours as inves-

tigators were on scene. The 
investigation into the crash 
is currently ongoing. 

The driver of the vehi-
cle was not injured and 
charges are currently pend-
ing.

day operations.
This year’s ABC Festival 

is scheduled for Septem-
ber 26, outside the range 
of a raft of event cancel-
lations. The township 
has extended its hold on 
events for the foreseeable-
future, and a number of 
summertime events in and 
around the region have 
already been cancelled. 
More updates are expected 
as the spring rolls on.

 �DRAGONS: Putting together a little 
diversion to help people cope just now

FROM 01

 � ABC FEST: A donation to the food 
bank was an ideal fit for committee

FROM 03

The result was “tons of 
families coming, one fam-
ily at a time, six feet away 
from each other.” The 
property was even a stop 
on the recent Quarantine 
Quest, a journey through 
Elmira-based riddles that 
would lead to locations: 
“Where are the stern Li-
ons? Where do people tie 
their horses up?” The pop-
ularity seemed to dwindle 
and D.J. and Jacqui decid-
ed it was time to change 
and rejuvenate the walk-by 
attraction. 

“We had one of our 
neighbours … and she 
cried and cried and cried 
because she just loved 
coming to visit them every 
day,” said Jacqui. 

With such a positive 
reaction and more time 
on their hands, the couple 
decided to change the dis-
play.

“Dragons, why not?” 
jokes Carroll. “For me, I 
was thinking ‘what would 
be cool to replace dino-
saurs?’” 

Dragons, he decided, 
would be a worthy replace-
ment. The next decision 
was whether the dragons 
would be Oriental- or 
European-inspired. From 
there, the couple worked 
on some ideas to encour-
age people to linger a little 
rather than simply driving 
by.

An idea popped into 
Carroll’s head that he de-
cided to call fire breath. 
“It’s basically a race and 
they have to  outrun the 
teacher.” Being a drama 
teacher at EDSS, the idea 
came to him naturally. 

Currently there are two 
dragons on display with 
two more waiting to be 
hatched – or painted, as 
it were. Jacqui paints the 
dragons and allows D.J. to 
come up with the ideas. 
The two dragons on dis-
play are Sushi and Elder-
mire. Sushi is the perfect 
spot for a photo op and 
even features hay bales to 
ensure social distancing 
is being met, where as El-
demire is the host of the 
“fire breath” game.

Adhering to the neces-
sary self-isolation rules, 
next-door neighbour Leah 
Dunn and her two daugh-
ters Claira and Isla were 
more than happy to come 
out and help set up the 
display while maintaining 
prescribed practices. 

“They invited us out, 
they asked if the girls and I 
would help with painting,” 
explained Leah, noting 
the girls even helped with 
setting up an interactive 
activity. 

“[They] got to measure 
out the five-metre distance 
there,” said Leah, referring 
to the game next to El-
demire the dragon.
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Not the usual Earth Day, but message remains just as clear
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

Normally, April would bring 
with it a host of Earth 
Day-related activities, the 

likes of community cleanups and 
tree-planting events. This is not 
a normal April, so all such things 
are on hold.

Earth Day is still set for next 
Wednesday (April 22) of course, 
but those marking it will have to 
improvise somewhat. Earth Day 
organizers have a host of sugges-
tions for doing so while adhering 
to social-distancing norms, from 
gardening to curling up with a 
good book. There are many ways 
in which you can mark the day, 
though the spirit of the event is 
meant to raise our environmental 
consciousness all year round. 

Given that many of us have 
more time on our hands – not 
voluntarily in most cases – and 
considerably more time for 
home-based activities, this year is 

an ideal time to be more contem-
plative of Earth Day matters. And 
despite the cancellation of many 
of the usual outlets for marking 
the day, the underlying issues are 
still very much with us, if over-
shadowed by the COVID-19 crisis 
just now.

There is some irony in the fact 
that the shutdown of much of 
the global economy is proving 
a boon, however temporary, for 
the planet’s ecosystem. Much of 
what ails the biosphere is due to 
human activity, such that human 
inactivity pays dividends.

In particular, we’re seeing 
something of a timeout where the 
factors contributing to climate 
change are concerned. 

The disregard for the conse-
quences of the changes – con-
sciously ignored in order to focus 
on unsustainable consumption – 
is problematic whether or not you 

believe what man does is having 
any impact on the climate. Ex-
treme weather, flooding, land-
slides and forest fires will wreak 
havoc nonetheless. The same 
principle applies to all forms of 
pollution, loss of fresh water, 
habitat destruction, degradation 
of arable land and a host of other 
someday-catastrophic ills that 
we’d rather not dwell on just now. 

The fact is, however, that we’d 
be well advised to take steps to 
combat climate change, and 
ramp up the precautionary mea-
sures in those places likely to be 
hardest hit – rising water levels, 
droughts and violent weather 
seem like certitudes, so some 
planning would be in order. 

Does going on and on about 
climate change help or hinder the 
cause?

I think people have tuned 
out. Our attention spans being 

what they are, we’ve moved on. 
Oh, we occasionally take pass-
ing note of some conference or 
summit, where politicians make 
nice speeches about the fate of 
our planet and what needs to be 
done. As with many other issues, 
we suppose that all the talk leads 
to action, assuming the inevitable 
decline in news coverage means 
the problem has gone away.

And, as is always the case, 
short-term thinking will domi-
nate. Politicians worried about 
re-election won’t do anything 
that seems expensive or puts 
national interests at an apparent 
disadvantage.

Nations will look after their 
own interests first. China and 
India – the two largest polluters 
going forward – will claim their 
status as developing economies 
exempt them from any controls, 
even as China brings on stream 

dozens of new coal-burning 
plants. Every country will want 
to protect their industries, no 
matter how energy intensive or 
polluting.

Canada is no different. The 
government is beholden to large 
resource companies, increasingly 
foreign-owned. The average Ca-
nadian, while a low priority indi-
vidually, still warrants some con-
sideration as part of the voting 
mass. And Canadians have grown 
tired of the debate, and will not 
support one dime travelling out 
of the country on some ill-fated 
cap-and-trade, carbon offsets 
or environmental reparations 
scheme cooked up by an unac-
countable international group.

The need for each of us to 
tread more lightly on the earth is 
the real take-away message this 
month, regardless of the corona-
virus.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

T he murders hap-
pened 45 years ago, 
and what remains 

of the family has been 
seeking vengeance ever 
since. One of the killers was 
caught a week ago – and he 
was hanged at one minute 
past midnight on Sunday 
morning. Justice long 
delayed, but swift enough 
when it came.

Abdul Majed, then a 
young officer in the Bengal 
Lancers, an elite unit in 
the Bangladesh Army, was 
a member of the military 
team that assassinated 
the ‘Father of the Nation,’ 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
in 1975.

They slaughtered almost 
all of his family, too: his 
wife, three sons (the young-
est was 10), two daugh-
ters-in-law, and all the 

A delay, then swift 
justice in Bangladesh

servants in the presidential 
mansion – 20 persons in 
all. Mujibur Rahman, who 
led the struggle for inde-
pendence from Pakistan, 
had turned out to be a poor 
choice as president, but it 
still seemed excessive to 
murder almost everybody 
he loved, too.

The only survivors of 
Mujib’s family were his two 
daughters, Sheikh Hasina 
and Sheikh Rehana, who 
were in Europe and missed 
the massacre. But the 

Housebound, everybody is starting to see greener grass on the other side of the fence.

“Changing the importance of long-held values, such 
as privacy, in a crisis would create a dangerous prec-
edent, eroding confi dence in those values. It would 
signifi cantly change the future debate. Technologies 
without user consent are much more invasive 
than technologies with user consent and should 
hence be only used only if no alternative exists.”
Prof. Florian Kerschbaum, director of the UW 
Cybersecurity and Privacy Institute, about using 
cell phone data to track COVID-19.

Canadian real GDP will drop by 25% in the second 
quarter. This will be the steepest quarterly decline 
in economic output on record, based on modern 
statistics that date back to 1961. In Ontario, real 
GDP is forecast to decline by 3.2% this year, one 
of the smallest declines among the provinces
Conference Board of Canada
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Current crisis demands a rethinking of globalization

Scapegoating aside, one of the 
top “after COVID” matters 
must certainly be rethinking 

the global relation with China. 
Every country will have to find 

ways to reduce its interactions 
with the country, not only due 
to its mishandling of the current 
coronavirus and the ones before it, 
but because of what the crisis has 
shown as dangerous reliance on 
global supply chains.

In the big picture, we’ve long 
sacrificed jobs and investment to 
an untrustworthy, authoritarian 
regime that treats its own citizens 
as badly as it does the rest of the 
world. Offshoring, led by Western 
corporations intent on eroding 
domestic labour and capitaliz-
ing on China’s complete lack of 
protection for workers, safety, 
social good and the environment, 
has long been a problem. Now, 
along with repercussions for the 
country’s poor handling of the 
current outbreak – “The roots 
of the pandemic stem from the 
initial cover-up and mishandling 
of the spread of COVID-19 by CCP 
(Chinese Communist Party) au-
thorities in Wuhan,” says an open 
letter signed by more than a hun-
dred experts and political figures 
– we have to think about bringing 
manufacturing home to ensure a 
more reliable source of essentials 
such as pharmaceuticals, protec-
tive gear and medical equipment, 
among a host of others.

High on that list is food security.
We’ve already become more 

concerned about where our food 
comes from, and the environ-
mental impact of shipping it in 
from long distances. We want to 
support local farmers. And we’re 
worried about just how healthy 
the stuff is, especially processed 
food.

That’s increasingly the case as 
food industry companies tap over-
seas sources for cheaper inputs. 
As with many of the goods we buy, 
often that means China. The qual-
ity and treatment of the foodstuffs 
immediately becomes suspect, 
and federal laws aren’t overly 
helpful in protecting consumer 
interests, let alone our safety.

The connection to China isn’t 
always obvious to the average 

consumer. Much of what we buy 
is sold as “Product of Canada,” but 
is processed in China or contains 
ingredients from China. 

Under Canadian law, the ingre-
dients can come from anywhere in 
the world and still get a “Product 
of Canada” label. That’s because 
“Product of Canada” only means 
that at least 51 per cent of manu-
facturing costs were incurred in 
Canada. Apple juice concentrate 
from China, for instance, can be 
mixed here, packaged and de-
clared Canadian made, and you 
and I are none the wiser.

In such cases, the product flies 
in the face of a growing desire to 
buy food as locally as possible. 
The practice also hides from con-
sumers information that might 
lead them to choose another prod-
uct because of safety concerns 
about goods from suspect parts of 
the globe. And when it comes to 
Chinese food products, we have 
every reason to be cautious, as 
food safety standards there are not 
consistent.

Governments have made some 
effort to recognize the current 
weaknesses. Just this week, for 
example, Ottawa announced $20 
million in funding for the Canadi-
an Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) 
to enhance food inspection pro-
tocols. The money is intended for 
the CFIA to hire, train and equip 
additional staff (including recent-
ly retired CFIA inspectors and 
veterinarians) to conduct critical 
inspection activities, reassign staff 
from within the agency to focus 
on critical services, and work 
closer with industry and trading 
partners to minimize supply dis-
ruptions during this crisis. 

Such measures are especially 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

critical where imported food is 
concerned. Consumers are at risk 
both in China and in countries 
where Chinese food products end 
up, including Canada.

Beyond poor handling practic-
es, the threat extends to environ-
mental pollutants and the use of 
chemicals deemed unsafe here. 
There have been cases where 
such products have slipped by the 
CFIA.

In fact, the CFIA, as with con-
sumer agencies monitoring for 
such things as lead in toys, relies 
on the manufacturers and import-
ers to follow the rules: they’re just 
aren’t enough inspectors to cover 
all of the goods shipped to Can-
ada. More than 400 million kilo-
grams of food from China made 
its way to this country. The trend 
is upwards, as many companies 
opt for cheaper, even as Canadians 
say they’re concerned with quality 
and with buying local food from 
local farmers.

With a frequency that wasn’t 
seen from past imports, those 

Chinese-made goods are the sub-
jects of health scares and product 
recalls. There’s a long list of unsafe 
toys (lead paint and other toxins, 
swallowing hazards) and even 
more dangerous foods (melamine, 
heavy metals, toxins). There have 
been scares involving toothpaste, 
pet food and unsafe tires.

Consumer groups have long 
advocated for governments to take 
a closer look at the rules governing 
the importation of Chinese-made 
goods. Right now, there are few 
real assurances that goods are 
safe.

There has been plenty of talk 
about offshore job losses as many 
companies set up shop in China. 
Add to that the environmental 
concerns due to that country’s 
lack of controls and the issue of 
buying items manufactured there 
becomes more than just the price 
tag. The question, then, is how 
much are willing to pay to buy 
from other sources?

With the decline of manufac-
turing and resultant job losses, 
there’s a growing awareness that 
shipping jobs overseas has a 
downside that far outweighs the 
plethora of cheap goods at Wal-
Mart and the dollar store, retail 
locations almost synonymous 
with Chinese products.

More than just junky plastic 
trinkets, however, offshore loca-
tions are making more complex 
and value-added products, not to 
mention taking on the service jobs 
that are supposed to be the salva-
tion of our economy.

Stop buying Chinese products 
and maybe we’ll have some im-
pact on the future of manufactur-
ing in this country.

In the end, it boils down to 
people voting with their wallets: 
Wal-Mart doesn’t appear to be in 
danger of closing any time soon. 
It might take some work and a few 
more dollars to wean ourselves 
from those boatloads of cheap 
goods.

Up until now, the federal gov-
ernment has taken no action, and 
multinational corporations care 
not one whit for what is right. 
Perhaps the current crisis will 
provoke changes that put us on a 
better path.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

A s your Mayor, 
I would like to 
thank all residents 

and businesses and our 
neighbours and friends 
throughout the Township 
of Wellesley for your co-op-
eration and for coming 
together to support each 
other, all while practicing 
physical distancing during 
these unprecedented times 
as we face the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

A heartfelt thank you 
and acknowledgment goes 
out to our frontline work-
ers, many of whom reside 
in Wellesley Township, 
who are risking their lives 

A message from Wellesley Township Mayor Joe Nowak
every day to save others, 
and to essential services 
like grocery and hardware 
stores and all others who 
are providing important 
amenities. Let’s say a per-
sonal “thank you” to our 
grocery clerks the next 
time that we are purchas-
ing.

Our township fire 
departments certainly 
boosted morale with their 
up-lifting parades through-
out the township commu-
nities on April 6 – thank 
you!

I meet, virtually, twice 
a week with the Waterloo 
Region COVID-19 Con-

trol Group, where we are 
provided with updates to 
current conditions and  
discuss ways and means to 
address the social and eco-
nomic needs of residents in 
our communities. We mon-
itor federal and provincial 
announcements to bring 
you the most up-to-date in-
formation. I want to assure 
you that all members of 
this committee are working 
diligently to mitigate the 
effects of COVID-19 in the 
Region of Waterloo.

We need to recognize 
that this is a serious virus 
that causes major health 
complications and many 

deaths around the world. It 
is imperative that we follow 
the directives established 
by Public Health in order 
to shorten and flatten the 
curve:

Stay home unless abso-
lutely necessary (grocery 
shopping, medical ap-
pointments);

Practice physical dis-
tancing of at least six feet/
two metres from others if 
you leave your home.

Wash your hands often 
with warm water and soap 
for at least two minutes.

Use an alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer if soap and 
water are unavailable.

Avoid touching your 
face, eyes, mouth and nose.

Cough or sneeze into 
your elbow.

If you are feeling unwell, 
physically isolate yourself 
from others and complete 
the online Ministry of 
Health COVID-19 self-as-
sessment to determine how 
to seek further care.

If you have returned 
from travel outside of Can-
ada, follow the government 
of Canada’s emergency or-
der under the Quarantine 
Act to self-isolate in your 
home for 14 days.

The longer we ignore the 
directives, the stricter they 

will become and the longer 
they will be in place. The 
sooner we diligently follow 
the rules, the sooner we 
will get through this and be 
reunited with our family, 
friends and neighbours.

As mentioned, the Town-
ship of Wellesley and all 
Region of Waterloo munic-
ipalities have been meeting 
regularly as part of the 
Regional Pandemic Con-
trol Group to implement 
effective and coordinated 
measures to keep us all 
safe and healthy. A number 
of steps have been taken 
to protect the public and 
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LOCAL EATSLOCAL EATS
Support local. Our local eateries are still ready to feed you and your families.

Name Town Phone Website
Take 
Out

Deliver
Special
Hours

Online 
Order

Elmira Tandoori Grill Elmira 519-210-3333 elmiratandoorigrill.com ■ Call Ahead

Never Enough Thyme Elmira 519-669-0374 neverenoughtyme.com ■ To Porch Call Ahead

Dyer Sweets Elmira 519-841-9932 dyersweets.ca ■ 9am-5pm ■

Kitchen Kuttings Cafe Elmira 519-578-6400 kitchenkuttings.com ■ ■ email

Central Tavern Elmria 519-669-9028 thecentraltavern.business.site ■ Call Ahead

Tien Lee Restaurant Elmira 519-669-9028 tienlee.com ■ Reg. Hours

Chef Du�  at RiverSong Hawkesville 519-500-1715 chefdu� .ca ■ Call Ahead

The 86 Wallenstein 519-9012105 the86.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Elmira Donuts & Deli Elmira 519-669-5353 ■ 6am-4pm

Little Gyros Greek Grill Breslau 519-648-4976 www.littlegyrosgreek.ca ■ ■ Call Ahead ■

Pita Pit Elmira 519-669-3333 www.pitapit.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Harvey's | Swiss Chalet Elmira 519-669-4640 www.swisschalet.ca ■ Reg. Hours ■

Twice The Deal Pizza Elmira 519-669-4777 twicethedealpizza.com/ ■ ■ Reg. Hours ■

Palm Pizza Elmira 519-669-5200 ■ ■ Reg. Hours

Bonnie Lou's Cafe Floradale 519-669-2142 ■ Call Ahead

Are you a restaurant in Woolwich or Wellesley Township? Are you open during 
COVID-19 restrictions? Not on this list? Want to be on the list? 
Visit ads.observerxtra.com/local-eats and fi ll out the form. Free-of-charge

murderers had done what 
the army wanted, whether 
or not its senior officers 
knew about the coup in 
advance, and they were not 
punished. On the contrary, 
they were rewarded.

Mujib’s assassination 
inaugurated a long period 
of military rule in Bangla-
desh, with further coups 
and assassinations, but of-
ficially the men who killed 
Mujibur Rahman’s family 
were heroes. Embarrassing 
heroes, so they were most-
ly given posts as military 
attaches in Bangladeshi 
embassies overseas, but 
a special law was passed 
granting them immunity 
from prosecution for the 
crime.

Indeed, for 20 years 

they were looked after 
very well. Abdul Majed, 
whose personal best was 
the cold-blooded murder 
of four leaders of Mujib’s 
Awami League party in 
prison three full months af-
ter the massacre, was given 
a series of senior jobs in the 
civil service after he retired 
from the army, ending up 
as director of the National 
Savings Directorate. 

And then the roof fell 
in. Democracy returned, 
and in the 1996 election 
the Awami League won 
the election. Not only that, 
but its leader was Mujibur 
Rahman’s elder daughter, 
Sheik Hasina, who prompt-
ly became prime minister. 
Half the conspirators, in-
cluding Abdul Majed, had 
the wit to flee the country 

at once; five others were 
arrested and held for trial.

It was a long wait. First 
parliament had to cancel 
the immunity law (1996) 
and then there was a tri-
al (1998) in which all the 
murderers were found 
guilty. The six who had fled 
abroad were tried in absen-
tia, but there was no doubt 
about their guilt since they 
had all proclaimed it them-
selves. So they were all sen-
tenced to death.

First there was a series of 
appeals, and then Sheikh 
Hasina lost the next elec-
tion and everything stalled 
for a while, and then she 
won again in 2009. The 
Supreme Court confirmed 
the death sentences, and 
the five men in prison in 
Bangladesh were hanged in 

January 2010, 35 years after 
the crime.

But the six who were 
abroad, including Abdul 
Majed, were still safe – un-
til a week ago, when Abdul 
Majed left Calcutta in 
India, where he had been 
hiding for 22 years, and 
returned to Bangladesh. 
Secretly, he may have 
thought, but he immedi-
ately visited his family, 
and there was undoubt-
edly somebody watching 
them.

He was arrested in a 
rickshaw in Dhaka April 7. 
One quick appeal for presi-
dential clemency, instantly 
rejected, and he was at 
the end of a rope by early 
on Sunday morning. Case 
closed.

The other fugitives, now 

DYER:  "Basket case" label may no longer be applicable given improvements being made in governance of Bangladesh
FROM 06 living in Canada, the Unit-

ed States or Pakistan, will 
probably never be caught, 
but it doesn’t really matter. 
They are all in their 60s 
now, and they have already 
spent a quarter-century in 
exile and in hiding. Pun-
ishment enough, perhaps. 
Besides, in a weird way 
they may have done Ban-
gladesh a favour. 

Mujibur Rahman was 
already a dictator and well 
on the way to becoming a 
monster when they killed 
him. With the enormous 
prestige he had as the 
‘Father of the Country,’ he 
would have been very hard 
to get rid of any other way.

Nothing can justify what 
the murderers did, and 
their decision to slaughter 
his entire family is incom-

prehensible. They were 
ruthless young men on the 
make, not farsighted pa-
triots, and the immediate 
aftermath of their crime 
was just a string of military 
dictators who did the coun-
try no favours at all. But it 
all ended pretty well.

The politics of Bangla-
desh remains turbulent 
and sometimes ugly, but 
as a country it is a success 
story. It is very crowded 
and poor in resources 
– Henry Kissinger once 
called it a ‘basket case’ 
– but its population is un-
der control and it has the 
fastest-growing economy 
in Asia. Its GDP per capita 
has already overtaken Pa-
kistan’s and it’s about to 
overtake India’s.

Not bad for a basket case.

STEVE GALEA
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

L ast week, in an 
inexplicable fit of 
optimism and an 

uncharacteristic spasm of 
pre-season preparedness, 
I bought my wild turkey, 
deer and bear hunting li-
cences.

And, immediately, a few 
people I know questioned 
my sanity.

I understand that too.
The truth is I expect 

the seasons to go ahead 
as planned, but, if I had a 
farm, I wouldn’t bet it on 
this either. If I’ve learned 
one thing from this pan-
demic, it is that, much like 
last year’s bait box, it is full 
of ugly surprises. 

Nevertheless, where I 
live all the stars are align-

Finding cold comfort in the current situation
ing. It seems as if we have 
perfect pre-season weather 
for the turkey hunting 
opener. And, when I say 
perfect, please know that 
this is from a turkey’s 
standpoint.

Last night, it was mis-
erably windy and when I 
walked our dog this morn-
ing, there was snow on the 
ground. 

This kind of weather is 
ideal for the turkeys. Yes, 
it’s cold, but they wear big 
insulated, feathery coats 
and get to move around to 
keep warm, so that’s not 
much of an issue. Plus, 
they’ve already made it 
through the worst of winter.

Hunters, on the other 
hand, are not so used to 

this. Nevertheless, we will 
go to our spots in the pre-
dawn darkness, sit with our 
backs against a frost cov-
ered tree and shiver until 
sun comes up. 

And all these thing give 
the birds a definite advan-
tage. 

Primarily, it makes it eas-
ier for them to see or hear a 
hunter due to all the shiver-
ing and chattering of teeth. 
Plus, if a turkey can’t imme-

diately see a hunter, they 
just need to look for the pile 
of optimistically spring-like 
camouflage against the 
white background.

Don’t forget, this is also 
the kind of weather that 
causes calls to malfunction 
and decoys to collect blow-
ing snow or frost, which 
does not exactly make a 
hen decoy look or sound all 
that sexy. 

Yet, even with all these 
things stacked against us, 
hunting turkeys is still pref-
erable to staying inside and 
self-isolating. For one thing, 
if you do manage to call one 
in and harvest it, the little 
dance you do warms you 
right up almost immedi-
ately. Plus you can hug the 

warm barrel of your turkey 
gun after the shot. Hey, no 
one is watching. 

Plus, in the end, no one 
ever remembers the cold 
anyway. Instead, they re-
member the frostbite and 
hypothermia. Lastly, there 
is this. If nothing else, tur-
key hunting on opening 
day makes a person appre-
ciate good coffee and a hot 
breakfast.

Now, however, because 
of COVID-19, we cannot be 
100 per cent sure that our 
tradition will take place this 
year – although, as of now, 
the good news is no one has 
told us any different. 

You’d be unreasonable if 
you thought this was any 
different than all the other 

traditions the pandemic has 
shut down. We are, after all, 
now living in times where 
decisions are made and 
revised based on new evi-
dence and data that reveals 
itself each and every day. 
All we can do is hope that 
our governments will not 
have to close down travel 
and cancel unnecessary out-
doors recreational activity. 
And while it would bother 
me, I also understand my 
compliance would be a 
small gesture compared to 
what others are doing.

I truly hope things get 
better and this doesn’t 
happen. 

Either way, this year 
could be the year of cold 
turkey.

decrease the spread of the 
virus, including:

Closing all municipal 
facilities including mu-
nicipal offices, arenas, 
community centers librar-
ies, farmers’ markets and 
all communal or shared, 
public and private outdoor 
recreational amenities in-
cluding, but not limited to, 
playgrounds, sports fields, 
dog parks, skate parks, 
community gardens and 
park shelters;

Bylaw enforcement staff 
are monitoring these pub-
lic spaces and are autho-
rized to issue fines under 
the Emergency Manage-
ment and Civil Protection 
Act to those not respecting 
and following physical 
distancing rules. The first 
level of these fines begins 
at $750.

Whether you are a busi-
ness allowing your employ-
ees to continue working 
from home, a resident 

displaying encouraging 
messages to others in your 
window or driveway, a 
kind neighbour offering 
to grocery shop or pick-
up medication, or sewing 
masks and gowns, thank 
you for doing your part of 
rising to this unimaginable 
challenge that we are expe-
riencing.

During other times in 
our history, Canadians 
have been called upon to 
do extraordinary things, to 
step up and contribute to 
the well-being of their fel-
low citizens. The discipline 
that we show and the steps 
that we take will make a 
difference in the length 
of time that it will take to 
return to a sense of “nor-
mality.” Continue to stay in 
touch and encourage one 
another by phone, email, 
text, social media and tele-
conferencing software. We 
are all in this together and 
together we will come out 
of this stronger than ever! 

NOWAK: A thank-you to those
who are doing their part to help 

FROM 07
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Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca  (519) 578-3777

Member of Parliament, Kitchener-Conestoga
TIM LOUIS

@TimLouisKitCon

Member of Parliament, Kitchener-ConestogaMember of Parliament, Kitchener-ConestogaMember of Parliament, Kitchener-ConestogaMember of Parliament, Kitchener-ConestogaMember of Parliament, Kitchener-Conestoga

Dear Residents of Kitchener-Conestoga,

Thank you to all frontline and essential workers: healthcare 
workers, first responders, food and agriculture sector, grocery 
and pharmacy employees, truck drivers, and everyone that 
is working hard to keep us safe. To those doing their part by 
staying home, thanks. Please support our local businesses in 
these challenging times. 

Our government is committed to a Team Canada approach 
at this difficult time. Here’s how we’re helping: 
  
• Canada Emergency Response Benefit - Helping those 

who lose work, with $500 a week for up to 16 weeks. 
• Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy - Protecting jobs 

(including not-for-profit organizations and charities) 
      covering up to 75% of salaries.
• Guaranteed Loans for Businesses of all sizes - Helping 

people who need it, access credit with no-interest loans 
of $40,000. 

I welcome the opportunity to speak with you directly. You 
can reach me by calling (519) 578-3777 or by emailing 
Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca. 

Take care and stay healthy. 

Tim Louis,
Member of Parliament for Kitchener-Conestoga

Woolwich Community Health Centre and
the Wellesley Township Health Centre 

�ank you to the team and the community for continuing to 
support this emergency effort. Take time to be kind to each 

other and support your local businesses and charities.

Linwood
Nurse Practitioner 

Clinic is closed. 
Please call 
Wellesley

Clinic.

Fitness Classes - Spring and 
Summer sessions to July are 
cancelled. 

Some Group and education 
classes will be offered 
virtually.

Please check our website for current information at: 
www.wchc.on.ca

Open for Urgent
and Essential Care

Please call for an appointment at both sites

St. Jacobs Clinic:
519-664-3794
Mon-Fri 9-5

Wellesley Clinic:
519-656-9025
Mon-Fri 9-5, Tues & �urs. 9-8

Grocery Shopping
During the Covid-19 Pandemic

Older adults have an important role to play
Do NOT go out to the grocery store if you

Are over 70 years old: if someone has offered to pick up groceries, please let 
them do so. Call Community Care Concepts if you do not have someone who 
can pick up groceries at 519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900. We can help.

Are ill or living with someone who is feeling unwell.

Have recently travelled outside of the province.

Have a weakened immune system or 
chronic health condition.

1

2

3

4

A SALUTE TO THOSE ON THE FRONTLINES

Ten-year-old Wellesley resident McKenzie Harkins felt compelled to give a "big" thank you to those working through the 
pandemic. "Some of my friends don't get to see their moms and dads as much right now, [as they] are working, and that 
makes me feel sad for them," she said. With the help of her dad, she erected the sign in her Shadywood Court location 
Apr. 13.  [SUBMITTED]
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
fi ring? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Ontario Energy Board (OEB) will defer setting 
new electricity prices for households and small 
businesses under the Regulated Price Plan (RPP). On 
Mar. 24, the province issued an emergency order that 
fi xed TOU prices at the o� -peak price of 10.1 ¢/kWh 
for all hours of the day. Once the emergency TOU 
prices cease to have e� ect, customers on TOU pricing 
will go back to paying the Nov. 1, 2019 RPP prices. 

Perth County Economic Development and Tourism 
and investStratford are seeking input from local busi-
nesses to continue monitoring the ongoing impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The input will help track 
the local impact, along with providing information for 
advocacy to the federal and provincial governments.
 www.surveymonkey.com/r/5BZKWJ6

ELECTRICY PRICING POLLING PERTH BIZ

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

519.669.8888
Support Local!

The landfills are closed to the public,
we will provide collection at your home. 

Provincial Waste
Systems

will donate 10%

of the proceeds
to the Elmira Maple

Syrup Festival.

Please call us for details.

Permanent garbage containers for 
your business or farm available. 519.669.8888

Support Local!

Provincial Waste

%

of the proceeds
to the Elmira Maple

Syrup Festival.

Please call us for details.

Permanent garbage containers for 

N othing could be 
more unfathom-
able than dumping 

food when store shelves 
are emptying, especially in 
the face of this pandemic 
that our modern world has 
never faced.

Yet that’s what’s happen-
ing before our eyes in On-
tario, as dairy farmers find 
themselves unable to ship 

OPERATING IN TRYING TIMES

Kindred staff gathered for a photo before the COVID-19 pandemic hit and forced changes to operating procedures to better serve customers through the cri-
sis. [SUBMITTED]

Kindred Credit Union has rolled out a number of new measures and low-tech solutions to help their clients during crisis

Banking that comes to you

Let's put milk dumping in perspective

ROBERTS | 12

their milk to processors 
who have reached capacity, 
and have no choice but to 
dump it.

Fingers have been point-
ing every which way from a 
confused public – at farm-
ers, at processors, at gro-
cery stores, at the supply 
management system. But 
laying blame is pointless, 
because no one could have 

foreseen this.
Here’s the situation.
Farmers were producing 

milk in quantities that 
they always have. There 
was no reason for them not 
to. Milk is considered raw 
until it’s pasteurized, a pro-
cessing technique in which 
milk is boiled to kill nasty 
illness-inducing microor-
ganisms it might contain.

Processors normally turn 
much of the milk they re-
ceive into big industrial- or 

commercial-sized packages 
of cheese, butter or sour 
cream, for restaurants, 
schools and other major 
users. 

But when the COVID-19 
pandemic forced those des-
tinations to shut down with 
lightning speed,  proces-
sors no longer had, or have, 
a market for that huge 
quantity of commercial 

dairy products. 
Processors can eventual-

ly shift their lines and pro-
duce more consumer-sized 
quantities, but it takes 
some time. 

Meanwhile dairy farm-
ers’ cows keep producing 
milk. That’s what they 
do. Trucks pick up farm-
ers’ milk every two days. 

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

Long associated with doc-
tors, house calls are now 
part of the bankers’ regi-
men, at least in the case of 
Kindred Credit Union.

Deemed an essential 
service as a financial coop-
erative, Kindred has stated 
they will continue to oper-
ate during these difficult 
times. As such, there are a 
number of new initiatives 
being rolled out to ensure 
those who bank with them 
can continue to do so, 
while also maintaining safe 
social distancing measures.

“Kindred is here for our 
members through the pros-
perous times and through 
challenging times such as 
this.” That’s the message 
chief executive officer Ian 
Thomas wants to share 
with the community as the 
company works to make 
changes to their services so 
customers can continue to 
bank during the coronavi- BANKING | 11

rus pandemic.
Included in these chang-

es is the pickup of deposits 
and other documentation 
from the homes and busi-
nesses of customers. 

Thomas said this was 
a “grassroots movement” 

by branches, which was 
done to ensure those who 
may rely on going into a 
physical branch, rather 
than using digital or online 
methods, can continue 
their day to day banking 
without interruption.

Through this new meth-
od of operation, members 
can arrange to have items 
picked up or dropped off at 
a location of their choice. 
Thomas says employees 
have even gone so far as to 
deliver paperwork and wait 

for members to sign the 
documents before taking it 
back with them to ensure 
the privacy and safety of 
business.

It was the company’s 
teams looking at their com-
munities and asking how 

they could ensure mem-
bers could continue to do 
their business while also 
respecting social distances 
and some of the other re-
strictions, said Thomas.

He said he’s very proud 
of both the branch and 
account managers who 
have been working with 
members to get this new 
order of business running 
smoothly.

In addition to the pick-
ups, Thomas says drop 
boxes have been made 
available for use to every-
one so contactless banking 
can be achieved. The call 
centre has also been ex-
panded and members are 
being contacted to be made 
aware of the new measures 
in place.

While these new things 
are considered low-tech by 
Thomas, he says they are in 
place to make things easier 
on customers and safer on 
everyone involved in the 
business.

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
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We Are All In This Together — Keep Safe!

LetUsFloorYou.ca  |  Flooring You Since 1995

We Are All In This Together — Keep Safe!

1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements • 519-699-5411

St. Clements
Heart & Home

Paul Wagler

The Country Store
with the City Stock.
The Country StoreThe Country Store

with the City Stock.

We have lots of paint
and stock flooring for
those projects you’ve
been wating to get to.

Call us and get
started.

We have lots of paint

START YOUR
“HONEY-DO”

LIST NOW

We can deliver
samples or product

to your porch
or door.
Call Us.

We can deliver

CHECK
OUT OUR
SAMPLES

We Are All In This Together — Keep Safe!

St. ClementsSt. Clements

As of April 6 our 
store will not allow
customers to enter.
Call ahead to arrange 

your order - you can then 
pick it up in the parking

lot or we can 
arrange delivery.

As of April 6 our 

WE
ARE HERE
FOR YOU.

KITCHEN
DESIGNS

Let’s start planning
to transform your
kitchen. Let’s talk
and work out the

details now.

Elmira   519-669-5161       •        Elora   519-846-5361

Elmira Auto Supplies is open for business!
However, to keep our employees, clients, and the rest of the 

community safe during this difficult time, we will not be allowing 
customer walk-ins effective Monday April 6, 2020.

Please call 519-669-5161 to order in Elmira, or 519-846-5361 
to reach the Elora location. We will be happy to assist you. 

Orders can be picked up at the door, or we can deliver 
them at no additional charge.

Orders can also be placed online at www.napacanada.com. 
To order online, search ‘Elmira or Elora, Ontario’ under 

‘find your nearest store.’ When you are finished shopping, 
select ‘CheckOut Now’ and follow the on-screen instructions. 

Please ensure you include an email address 
and phone number where you can be reached.

We will contact you to arrange pick up or delivery 
when your order is ready.

Elmira Auto Supplies thanks you for your understanding 
and collaboration and wishes to thank our wonderful 

employees for their hard work during this time.
Thanks you for your business, and your support.

For the safety of our employees, please 
refrain from using cash when possible.

Elmira Auto Supplies
9 Mill St., Elmira
Fax: 519-669-1011

Elora Auto Supplies
23 York St. W., Elora
Fax: 519-546-8481

BY DAMON MACLEAN 
dmaclean@woolwichobserver.com

Proactive in shutting down 
last month in response to 
the coronavirus situation, 
the owner of Grammy’s 
Boutique & Espresso Bar 
in Wellesley is now back in 
operation, albeit in a modi-
fied fashion.

The espresso bar is now 
open for takeout service 
in keeping with COVID-19 
regulations, with owner 
Sherrie Kirby the sole staff 
person on site.

“We closed down about 
30 days ago just as a matter 
of precaution before the 
essential services list came 
out,” said Kirby. 

After being closed for a 
couple of weeks, Kirby de-
cided to contact the Public 
Health department and 
the local health inspector 
to find ways that she could 
reopen the shop seeing as 
chain coffee shops such as 
Tim Hortons and Starbucks 
have been able to remain 
open.

“I’m incredibly proud 
to see how our staff have 
taken this situation and 
have really stepped in to 
supporting each other, sup-
porting our members and 
supporting the communi-
ty,” said Thomas. “Some 
of the things ... came out 
of the empowerment and 
the belief of our staff about 
doing the right thing and 
helping our members.”

To help the community 
in another way, Kindred 
has started a guaranteed 
investment certificate 

(GIC) called the Crisis Care 
GIC. 

Money invested into this 
will earn members a 1.5 per 
cent interest rate. In addi-
tion to that Kindred will 
allocate 0.25 per cent to a 
pool of funds which will be 
donated to organizations in 
the community. 

Because of the urgent 
need for community sup-
ports and anticipated inter-
est from members, Kindred 
is donating $15,000 to or-
ganizations across branch 
locations at the time the 
GIC launches.

In a similar fashion to 
many retailers still in oper-
ation during the COVID-19 
pandemic, changes have 
also been made in branch-
es to ensure the safety of 
employees and customers. 
Changes include a reduc-
tion in hours, plexiglass 
shields around bank teller 
stations and a greeter to 
monitor the amount of 
people who enter a branch 
at any given time. 

Kindred Credit Union 
serves more than 25,000 
members across southern 
Ontario.

 � BANKING: Kindred has made a number of changes 
to reflect COVID-19 crisis, but allow for customer care

FROM 10

Wellesley espresso bar puts 
the coffee back on for clients

Seeing that, she pro-
posed reopening her coffee 
bar with some modifica-
tions, changes she present-
ed to health officials.

To start, she decided 
that the business would 
become a walk-up service. 
As an additional measure 
of safety, she placed a table 
blocking the open doors 
to ensure no one other 
than her would be entering 
the property.  Next, she is 
maintaining a one-work-
er policy and having one 
person make the coffee. 
The new rules are easy to 
maintain since she is that 
one worker. 

“We have all sorts of 
hand sanitizers, bleach 
sprays and paper towels we 
use before and after sliding 
the drink across [the ta-
ble],” she explained of the 
precautions being taken.

Kirby has also made a 
transition to e-transfer as a 
means of payment as well 
as a jar for customers to put 
their money in. Kirby notes 
Canada’s plastic money al-

lows a safe transfer of cash: 
“At the end of the day, I put 
the money into bleach with 
some water and leave it sit 
for a little bit, just to make 
sure it is sanitized.”

Currently, Kirby is serv-
ing coffee and pastries that 
she individually bags her-
self. The Espresso Bar re-
opened with modifications 
on Monday. 

Kirby gives credit to the 
community in Wellesley 
for her continued success. 
On the first day back open, 
“we’ve probably had five 
to 10 [customers]. A couple 
of families would send 
one person that would 
[order] five coffees, and 
they would take it away in 
a carry-out.”

Hours of operation have 
also changed, and the 
espresso bar is currently 
open 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, 
with a 4 p.m. closing time 
on Saturdays. 

Orders can be placed in 
advance over the phone or 
through social media.

Sherrie Kirby is currently the only staff working at Grammy's Boutique in Wellesley, she has reopened her business in 
compliance with COVID-19 protocols. Kirby has adjusted her workspace and continues to serve up coffee and treats 
using social distancing measures.  [DAMON MACLEAN]
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woolwich.ca/COVID19Subscribe to the Township’s website if you are
looking for regular updates on COVID-19

Practice Social Distancing — Keep a distance of 2 metres from others 
when going for walks or shopping for groceries

Who to Contact

Contact For:
• Non-essential businesses that 

are prohibited under the 
Emergency Management and 
Civil Protection Act from 
remaining open.

519- 575-4400

Contact For:
• People gathering in outdoor recreation 

spaces (eg. parks, sport fields, 
playgrounds, etc.)

• Events & gatherings of more than 5 people.
By-law Enforcement
519- 669-6009

Contact For:
• Questions about whether a 

business is essential or not.
Stop the Spread Business 
Information Line:
1-888-444-3659
Price Gouging Complaints:
1-800-889-9768

Find links to online reporting and
more information about COVID-19

 ROBERTS: Dairy industry will move as quickly as possible to adjust to the new market realities caused by pandemic
FROM 10

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL
Support local. Our small businesses need your support now, more than ever.

Shop Name Town Phone Website Deliver
Special
Hours

Online 
Order

Foot Foundation Elmira 519-669-3030 footfoundation.ca Call Ahead

BH Business Consulting Elmira 519-500-9449 Pickup Call Ahead

Farmer's Plus Elmira 519-669-5475 farmersplus.ca ■ 9am-5pm ■

Brian's Photo Elmira 519-210-0608 briansfotosource.ca Curbside Reg. Hours ■

Home Hardware Elmira 519-669-5537 homehardware.ca ■ Reduced ■

Creature Comfort Pet Empor. St. Jacobs 519-664-3366 creaturecomfort.ca ■ Reg. Hours

Green Valley Health & Herbs Elmira 519-669-1480 greenvalleyhealth.ca ■ Call Ahead

Ear and Hearing Clinic Elmira 519-669-4425 earandhearingclinic.com Call Ahead ■

Magnolia's of St. Jacobs St. Jacobs 519-648-3464 Insta & FB @magnoliasofstjacobs Curbside Call Ahead ■

Quilter's Nine Patch Elmira quiltersninepatch@gmail.com Curbside Email order

Pet Valu Elmira 519-669-1350 petvalu.com/location/2334 Curbside Reg. Hours

Sandelli Massage Therapy Elmira 519-669-3494 kristasandellimassagetherapy.com Discounted gift certs by email

Are you a small business in Woolwich or Wellesley Township? Are you open 
during COVID-19 restrictions? Not on this list? Want to be on the list? Visit 
ads.observerxtra.com/shop-local and fi ll out the form. Free-of-charge

There’s capacity to store it 
on-farm for that long, but 
that’s it.

And because Ontario 
doesn’t allow raw milk to 
be sold off the farm, there’s 
no option for farmers to 
try selling it themselves 

directly to consumers, or 
whoever.  

Now at the same time 
processors were trying to 
adapt to the sudden loss 
of commercial buyers, 
consumers were ratcheting 
up their dairy purchases. 
Pandemic-induced buying 

has switched to staple, 
fundamental ingredients 
like milk, for making food 
at home. 

So even though demand 
was high and raw milk was 
plentiful, there was not 
enough processing capac-
ity to serve the consumer 

market. Farmers ended up 
dumping milk even though 
store shelves were empty-
ing.

Adjustments are being 
made to help satisfy the 
consumer market.

But let’s consider all this 
in perspective, as far as the 

dairy sector goes. 
Dairy farmers are team 

players and get behind 
food donations in a big 
way. For example, food 
banks – almost all of which 
are being stretched to the 
limit, some with more than 
a 50 per cent increase in 
demand since the pan-
demic – have issued pleas 
to the food sector for cash, 
so they can buy what they 
need the most. 

In response, the Dairy 
Farmers of Ontario came 
up with a cash donation of 
$100,000 (as did the Grain 
Farmers of Ontario) to Feed 
Ontario, an organization 
that supports dozens of 
food banks across the prov-
ince. 

This support is in addi-
tion to the 95,000 litres of 
processed milk that Ontar-
io dairy farmers donate to 
food banks every month, 
and the $1 million the dairy 

industry here provides 
overall to food banks every 
year (many food banks 
don’t have refrigeration 
and need cash support in-
stead of milk).

The Dairy Farmers of 
Canada organization says 
all provincial dairy organi-
zations give to food banks 
on behalf of their farmers 
in one way or another –  
through donations of litres 
of milk processed into fluid 
milk, cheese or other dairy 
products, through cash 
donations and through 
reimbursement programs 
linked to food banks buy-
ing dairy products at retail, 
and dairy groups reimburs-
ing them.

So let’s support the dairy 
industry’s effort to adapt to 
the pandemic. It’s a solid, 
proven sector with a great 
track record. It will make 
adjustments as soon as it 
can. 

Small businesses have supported 
community events, little league 
teams, donated to service clubs and 
more in our communities. They are 
calling on you now. Will you 
answer? Support local, so they will 
be able to support you again.
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Offi ce:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104
Fax:           519-669-5753 
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classifi ed Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-residential

Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words 
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online:
ads.observerxtra.com/classifi ed-commercial

Placing Classifi ed Advertising

Classifi ed advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
offi ce hours. All classifi ed advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifi cations are available at: 
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Serving the community for 28 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

Serving the community for 28 years!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

R
Be

DIREC

FREE Market Evaluation
To My Clients and Friends, "Thanks for 

doing your part in Social Isolation & 
Physical Distancing. Please Keep Safe".

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR 
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

Country living on the edge of the village 
of Hawkesville. All brick bungalow, ideal 
for retirees. 25 yrs old. 2+ bdrms, eat-in 
kitchen & L.R. Finished basement with 
rec room, offi ce, 3rd bdrm & 3-pc bath. 
Excavated under the garage – ideal for 
workshop. Deep rear yard complete with 
16x24 shed. MLS

3639 EMPEY RD., WALLENSTEIN

$649,900

Relax & enjoy the peaceful setting in 
this log cabin/cottage. Great location 
– located near a well travelled road – 
close to Drayton. Open concept main 
fl oor kitchen/dining area & living space 
w/woodstove. 3 pc. bathroom. 4 bdrms 
upstairs. Living space has sliding doors 
over-looking the yard & water. Detached 
garage – 14’ x 22’ w/loft for storage. Fur-
nishings incl. Leased land. MLS 

255 CONESTOGO LAKE

$399,900

NEW LISTING

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 8am to 8pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126 |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

The Next Elmira Clinic: 
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, April 24th
2:30 - 7:30 pm 

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across 
Canada. Because it’s something 
we can do today to help others 
wake up healthier tomorrow.

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

HELP WANTED

RETIRED PERSON 
NEEDS CLEANING 
lady for apartment in 
Waterloo. Please call 
519-746-6521.

FOR SALE

LAWN FERTILIZER AND 
LAWN SEED - CALL 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

HELP WANTED

FARM SERVICES

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

COUNTRY PROPERTY 
WANTED TO RENT 
long term. Retired gen-
tleman, clean, no pets, 
non-smoker, steady 
income. Kevin 519-505-
3059.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON'S DRY-
WALL AND REN-
ovations. Over 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call 
519-496-7539 or 
email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

YARD AND GAR-
DEN CLEANUP, 
Mowing, Pruning, 
Deck Mainte-
nance, Painting, 
Decluttering. Very 
Affordable Rates. 
Seniors Discount. 
Text or Call 519-
498-4309. Turn to page 16 for another

Help Wanted Ad.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

Township Services, Facilities, and Programs*
The Township continues to provide critical and core services. We are asking residents to 
try to conduct business online, by phone or to delay non-essential business. During this 
time please be patient, it may take staff longer than normal to respond to other inquiries 
as we respond to critical matters fi rst. 
All municipally run facilities, outdoor playgrounds and shared outdoor recreational 
amenities are now closed until at least June 30, 2020, including: 

• Township of Woolwich administration offi ce
• community centres, arenas,pools, public libraries and all programming
• playgrounds, sports fi elds, dog parks, basketball and tennis courts, outdoor 

community gardens, park shelters and skateboard parks
Other areas in parks including trails and outdoor spaces will remain open and available 
for residents to enjoy walkthrough access only. Please respect signage and follow 
appropriate social distancing.
*Please note as the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, the status of facilities 
and services may change. For the most current information, please see the Woolwich 
Township website at Woolwich.ca or call us at 519-669-1647.

Council Meetings
Council meetings have resume following their regular schedule. Agendas will continue to 
be posted online Thursday afternoon before the meeting. Questions and comments from the 
public will be accepted by email and letter mail if received at least 30 minutes before the 
meeting to be read out loud at the meeting. A video of the Council meeting will be posted 
online for public viewing and staff will be attempting to livestream meetings on Facebook.
Following the Provincial emergency order prohibiting public events and social gatherings 
of more than fi ve people, Council chambers will be closed to the public until further notice.

Council approves Financial 
Flexibility for those that need it

On March 26, 2020, Woolwich Township Council approved immediate fi nancial fl exibility 
for residents and businesses including:

• Waiving penalties and interest on property taxes for the months of April and May 2020,
• Waiving late payment charges on utility bills and miscellaneous receivable 

invoices for the months of April and May 2020,
• Waiving NSF (non-suffi cient funds) fees charged by the Township on customer 

accounts for the months of April and May 2020, and
• Suspend transferring Water & Wastewater accounts in arrears to Property Tax 

accounts during April and May 2020.
Current due dates will remain as is and no changes are being made to these dates. 
The approved actions are meant to give customers that need it additional time to make 
payments on both their property tax and utility accounts. Through these actions property 
owners and utility customers can continue to pay in full or if need be, partial payments, 
without being penalized.
Customers can continue to make payments through a Pre-Authorized Payment Plan, 
online banking, by mail or by the payment box located at the Maple Street side of the 
Township Administration Building located at 24 Church Street West in Elmira.

Business Resources
In response to COVID-19, the Township’s economic development focus has shifted to:

• helping local business access Federal and Provincial fi nancial aids;
• promoting local businesses that are still available or offer online service; and
• monitoring the economic impact to support Council decisions.

For more information or for assistance accessing resources, contact the Township at 
519-669-1647 and ask to speak with the Economic Development & Tourism Offi cer.

COVID-19
Woolwich Township Update

As the 2019 Novel Coronavirus or COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve around the 
world and in our local community, the health and wellbeing of Woolwich residents remain 
our top priority. The Township continues to work closely with area municipalities, Region 
of Waterloo’s Public Health, the Ministry of Health, Public Health Ontario, and national 
partners to monitor and respond to new developments.
For information on symptoms, treatment and preventative measures, you may contact:

• Region of Waterloo Public Health: 519-575-4400
• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000
• Public Health Agency of Canada: 1-833-784-4397

Woolwich Township Extends Municipal Program 
and Facility Cancellations to June 30, 2020

Woolwich Township, in collaboration with local municipalities; have agreed to cancel all 
spring indoor and outdoor municipal recreation programs throughout the region up to and 
including June 30, 2020.  
In addition to these program cancellations, all municipal cultural, recreational and leisure 
facilities in local municipalities including, libraries, recreation facilities, community 
centres, arenas, pools and sports fi elds will remain closed through to June 30, 2020.  
This decision is designed to help fl atten the curve by helping to break the chain of 
transmission of COVID-19 and to provide certainty to potential registrants for the spring 
season. This announcement is further to the media release issued April 14, 2020 regarding 
the cancellation of all large events on municipal property up to and including June 30, 
2020. We anticipate that by making this decision today, volunteer program organizers will 
have greater certainty as they plan for the upcoming season.   
As a result of these extended facility closures, any third-party programs, events or activities 
scheduled to take place in these facilities will need to be postponed or cancelled. We have 
been working with users of our facilities, including sports groups, to make these decisions 
on a collaborative basis.   We anticipate that, by taking this decision today, volunteer 
program organizers will have greater certainty as they plan for the upcoming season.    
 We will continually review this decision, in conjunction with direction from the province and 
guidance from the Region of Waterloo’s Acting Medical Offi cer of Health to determine if we 
can open earlier or if a further extension is required. We are hopeful that circumstances will 
improve such that an earlier opening will be possible for at least some of these facilities.
 The region and area municipalities continue to monitor the situation and will re-evaluate 
if necessary.”

Woolwich Township Cancels Events and 
Festivals until June 30, 2020

Woolwich Township, in collaboration with its event partners, announced that all Township-
affi liated events and festivals, as well as all third-party events and festivals held on 
Township property, have been cancelled up to and including June 30, 2020.
Although provincial or regional public health does not currently require such cancellations, 
these changes allow for the potential extension of the physical-distancing requirements 
currently in place.
Many of these community events rely heavily on volunteer and community group efforts. 
These changes will ensure countless volunteer hours leading up to an event are not lost. 
Most importantly, the decision helps to further protect the safety of residents, staff, and 
our valued event organizers and partners.
We are evaluating options for Canada Day celebrations including reasonable alternatives 
to large public gatherings. More information about other municipal programs will be 
shared later this week.
For a list of events and festivals affected, please see Woolwich.ca/COVID19or call us at 
519-669-1647. 
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FINANCIAL SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003
taylortax@rogers.com

Custom Grading 

 Lawrence Martin

St.Clements, On • 519-699-4138

YardS
Laneways

RegraveLling

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Lorna Lutz
September 7, 1927 – January 13, 2020

Mother of Sandra and Gary Martin 
and Leslie and Murray Esbaugh. In 
accordance to our mother’s wishes 
there will be no formal service. Please 
raise a glass of wine or spirits in loving 
memory of our mom.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

In Remembrance

Sauder, Lewis Eldon
Lewis Sauder, of St. Jacobs, passed 
away peacefully at Innisfree House, 
Kitchener, on Friday, April 10, 2020, 
at the age of 97. Beloved father of Kate 
Gotthardt (Egon), Renee Sauder (Fred 
Loganbill), and Bev Sauder. Stepfather 
of Gwen Snyder (David Grove), Gail 
Snyder, and Bonnie Snyder (Gary 
Southwell). Also survived by his broth-
er Vernon, sister-in-law Naomi Sauder, 
daughter-in-law Evelyn Sauder (Dave 
Groleau), and stepdaughter-in-law 
Shirley Snyder. His grandchildren and 
many nieces and nephews also fondly 
remember Grandpa/Uncle Lewie. He 
was predeceased by his first wife Erma 
(Martin), his second wife Mabel (Sny-
der), son Gerald Sauder, stepsons Tim 
Snyder and Darcy Snyder, sister Lena 
Feick, and brother Clayton. 

A private family burial was held at 
St. Jacobs Mennonite Cemetery on 
Tuesday, April 14, 2020 with Mark 
Diller-Harder officiating.  A Celebra-
tion of Life will be scheduled at a later 
date. In the last months of his life, Dad 
regaled his family with stories of his 
time spent as a conscientious objector 
at Montreal River during the Second 
World War, his work as a miller at the 
Flour Mill in St. Jacobs, his escapades 
with his brothers growing up on the 
farm, and his many hunting and fish-
ing adventures in Northern Ontario. 
He was known for his beautiful rose 
beds, his love of nature, and walks 
along the Mill Race. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations to St. Jacobs 
Mennonite Church (sjmc.on.ca), where 
Lewis was a lifelong member, would be 
appreciated by the family.

dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Brown, Irene
September 3, 1950-  April 12, 2020

Passed away in her home in Wawa, ON, 
surrounded by her family and lots of 
love, after a very brief battle with cancer.

Upon retirement Irene and her hus-
band Bob Brown relocated to Wawa 
in May of 2017 in order to be closer to 
family and nature. They previously 
lived in Elmira, ON for close to 50 
years.

Irene was a hard working and com-
passionate RPN. She loved her job, 
co-workers and clientele without 
reservation.  She spent most of her 
career caring for signifi cantly disabled 
clients at Hopewell Children’s Home 
in Ariss, ON.

Irene was the 7th child in a family of 
16. Her siblings were very special to 
her and shared many fond, funny, and 
emotional memories over the years to-
gether. Irene also had a very close and 
special relationship with Bob’s family. 
Family was truly important to Irene, 
and she loved organizing family events. 
No matter where she called home, she 
had an open-door policy that made 
everyone feel as if they were family too.

She loved international travel, the out-
doors, crafting and talking to others 
about her faith and family. She had so 
many plans for her camp on a beauti-
ful lake near Wawa but has assigned 
those tasks to her family to complete 
in her honor. 

She is survived by her husband Bob, 
her 5 children along with their wives 
and fi ve grandchildren – Steve and his 
wife Rochelle, and their two children 
Tiana and Carter of Wawa, and Little 
Current, ON. Shane and his wife An-
drea of Wawa. Joel and his wife Bobbi-
Jo and their two children, Seth and 
Levi of Wawa. Elliott and his wife Jen-
nifer and their son Gibson of Guelph, 
ON. And Allison of Nelson BC.

At Irene’s request, donations may be 
made to JW.org for the Worldwide 
Work which includes a disaster relief 
fund or the Lady Dunn Health Centre 
Foundation.

Our thanks goes out to the Lady Dunn 
Health Centre and the Wawa Family 
Health Team for their loving care.

An online funeral service will be held 
on Friday April 17th at 1 pm. For those 
who wish to view the funeral, an on-
line link will be available upon request 
from brownfamilywawa@gmail.com.  
The family would appreciate email or 
video condolences which can also be 
sent to this email address.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

BIRTHDAY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY OBITUARY

Love Grandma, Papa,  
Aunt Samara & Uncle Travis

Happy 8th  
Birthday 

Emma!

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church All services have
moved online.

Worship: 9:30am

Fred Lichti preaching

ALEXANDER, GWENYTH KATHERINE - Passed 
away on Sunday April 12, 2020 at Columbia 
Forest at the age of 90. local relatives are her 
son Gary Alexander (Lorrie) of Wellesley.

DEATH NOTICES

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

We support our
Community.

Call us at:

or visit us at:

DAMON MACLEAN
OBSERVER STAFF

The below-seasonal 
temperatures – and 
smattering of snow – 
seen in the last week 
are part of a down-
ward revision in the 
spring forecast.

Where it has pre-
viously forecasted a 
milder-than-normal 
spring, Environment 
Canada is now call-
ing for the season to 
be cooler.

Although March 
was 3 degrees milder 
than average, senior 
climatologist David 
Phillips is expecting 
the trend to be cooler.

“[Back in March], 
we thought con-
ditions would be 
perhaps milder than 
normal in [the] area.”

Phillips explained 
that there was less 
snowfall in March 
as well as some 
days that went up 
to nearly 21 degrees 
Celsius, signs that 

Cooler spring weather may be a 
boon to stay-at-home efforts

most may feel would 
hint toward a milder 
spring throughout 
the whole season.

“At the beginning 
of March, there 
was times where it 
reached negative-17. 
But overall, the 
month was warmer 
than normal.”

Moving on to April, 
Phillips described 
it as the “the cruel 
month,” to para-
phrase late Dylan 
Thomas. 

“No matter how 
mild winter is … we 
think that at this 
time we should be 
playing with muck in 
the backyard, getting 
the golf clubs out and 
seeing the rebirth of 
vegetation,” he said.

Phillips explained 
that this isn’t always 
the case, although 
the month may offer 
up summer-like days, 
it can also display the 
ruminants of the sea-
son prior, winter. 

“It’s a month 

where you do get 
some violent weather 
because of the warm 
meeting the cold,” he 
explained.

The weather the 
region is generally 
on par with past 
springs – “Warmer 
than normal, with 
less precipitation and 
certainly less snow 
and … temperatures 
reaching 20 degrees 
Celsius.” 

This week’s weath-
er indicated the shift 
away from that, how-
ever.

On the upside, 
there have been 
some benefits, he 
suggests.

For maple syrup 
producers, tempera-
tures on the plus side 
during the day and 
below freezing over-
night have been ideal 
for keeping the sap 
running. That said, 
measures to slow the 
COVID-19 virus have 
slowed down the 
industry, as it has so 

many others.
“Hunkered down 

and [not] getting out 
to the sugar bush 
[has] been an eco-
nomic collapse,” said 
Phillips.

Moderate tempera-
tures and light snow 
cover have combined 
to reduce the flood-
ing often seen in 
April.

“The warmer melt-
ing during the day 
freezing [at night] 
has allowed the water 
to move fairly quick-
ly through streams.”

As most people 
are currently stuck 
inside in an attempt 
to plank the curve, 
the season is perfect 
for doing so, Phillips 
said. 

“It would almost 
be cruel if we had 
summer-like tem-
peratures,” he noted, 
adding the current 
weather is beneficial 
in aiding a safe re-
covery through the 
pandemic.

IS HIRING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITION:

309A ELECTRICIAN
(Foreman)  

Please visit our website for more information
www.horstsystems.com/careers

or submit your resume directly to: recruiting@horstsystems.com

HELP WANTED

KAMINSKI, HEINZ - Passed away peacefully on 
Saturday, April 4, 2020 at Chartwell Elmira Long 
Term Care at the age of 90.
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

United Way Waterloo Region Communities has 
launched the COVID-19 Community Response 
Fund, joining forces with The Kitchener Waterloo 
Community Foundation, the Astley Family Foun-
dation, SVP Waterloo Region, Cambridge and 
North Dumfries Community Foundation, Lyle S. 
Hallman Foundation and the Fairmount Foundation 
in order to maximize assistance to the organizations 
that are working on the frontlines of this crisis. 
www.uwaywrc.ca

The Bloom{in} Box fundraiser is the latest e� ort 
from Reep Green Solutions. Each Bloom{in} Box 
contains a suite of plants whose bloom colour, 
season, foliage and height will coordinate well when 
planted together and attract pollinators. The garden 
kit includes 15 perennial plugs specifi ed for full-sun, 
partial-sun, or a rain garden and a planting guide.  
www.reepgreen.ca

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Tires are a necessity for safety. This spring we are 
offering tire rebates up to $100! If you are needing 
a new set of tires but fi nances are an issue we are 
more than happy to talk about a payment plan.

Remember, your safety comes fi rst!

~Al Zettler

Spring Is Here

COMMUNITY GRANTS IN BLOOM

covers, so I went to work 
trying to find a suitable 
pattern for that.”

Since undertaking the 
new project, Yeung has 
sent out tutorials on mak-
ing the PPE so others can 
join her efforts to help the 
frontline workers who need 

D uring these un-
certain times it’s 
great to turn to 

food for comfort, and this 
is definitely a dish of great 
comfort. It might take you 
three weeks to purchase 
all the ingredients the way 
things are at the grocery 
store these days, as they 
might be out of spaghetti 
this week, eggs the follow-
ing, etc.

The word “Carbonara” 
in Italian (which contains 
the word carbon) literally 
means “Charcoal burner.” 
Although there really isn’t 
any charcoal in this recipe, 
classic dishes are often 
named after a context un-
related to its ingredients.

“The Charcoalmen” were 
actually a secret society 
who met for Italian unifica-
tion. This also has nothing 
to do with the recipe but 
is  fun to imagine the dish 
also being top secret. 

The truth is that this be-
ing a very hearty/satisfying 
dish was created for coal 
miners as it was a great 
way to fill them up after a 
long day.

Although spaghetti is 
the traditional noodle for 

We're all 
looking 

for some 
comforts 
right now

RECIPE | 20

Conestogo's Gloria Yeung has been making protective gear for area hospitals.  [SEAN HEEGER]

Conestogo resident sets out to make surgical caps and shoe covers for hospitals

Local woman using sewing 
skills for a good cause

BY SEAN HEEGER
sheeger@woolwichobserver.com

With limiting the spread of 
coronavirus on the mind 
of almost everyone across 
the province, many in the 
community are stepping 
up to protect not only 
themselves, but the people 
who are working each day 
to care for the health and 
safety of others.

Many businesses 
forced to close or reduce 
their hours because of 
COVID-19 have shifted 
their focus to making 
products that facilitate a 
healthier community. At 
the same time, many indi-
viduals have taken it upon 
themselves to do what 
they can while spending 
their time social distanc-
ing indoors. 

Projects undertaken 
include making hand san-
itizer, masks, and other 
protective gear needed to 
keep frontline workers and 
others safe while the pan-
demic continues.

Gloria Yeung of Conesto-
go is one of those residents 
who has taken it upon her-
self to make personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE), 
putting her sewing skills to 
work to make surgical caps 
and shoe covers for health-
care professionals at local 
hospitals.

She was inspired to start 
the effort after seeing other 
people who were taking up 
similar efforts to make the 
vital equipment needed for 
staff working in hospitals.

“I had emailed both 
hospitals – St Mary’s and 

Grand River here –  just to 
see if there was any inter-
est in me sewing masks for 
them, because I had sewn 
a few for the family and 
just thought I would reach 
out,” said Yeung. “They 
had declined at the time 
but said they would keep 

my name if they needed 
anything in the future, 
then a couple of days later 
a procurement woman 
at Grand River Hospital 
... emailed me back and 
said some of the doctors 
and clinicians were asking 
about scrub caps and shoe 

these vital items. 
To date, she and the 

team have made more than 
30 caps and have many 
more in the works. She 
says the shoe covers are 

trickier because of the 
elastic needed – she 

has an order in for 
materials that 

will arrive later 
this month.

Having de-
livered her first 
batch of PPE 

to the hospital, 
Yeung says if 

they or anyone 
else is in need, she 

is ready to not only 
continue to sew her own, 

but also to send out more 
tutorials to ensure others 
can continue to build on 
her efforts and help hos-
pitals maintain the neces-
sary supply.

She doesn’t know what’s 
next, but she is ready to 
continue with the project if 
the need presents itself.

Commercial manufac-
turers are now rising to the 
challenge to fill equipment 
shortages, but there’s a 
blip between that being 
available and what people 
can get their hands on, she 
said, noting she’ll see what 
hospitals need and go from 
there.  

Yeung encourages any-
one with specialized skills 
to help out during this 
time. 

There are many people 
who have skills they may 
have let slip away be-
cause there was no need 
for them, so this is one of 
those times where people 
can dust off their sewing 
machine or find another 
way to help in the commu-
nity, she said.

CHEF DUFF
CHEF'S TABLE
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

BRAIN FOOD

A little Viagra for 
women in labour

Q.  Who or what are 
WEIRDos, and why are 
some psychologists turn-
ing elsewhere for future 
study?

A.  They’re people from 
WEIRD societies — west-
ern, educated, industrial-
ized, rich and democratic 
— who are relied on to “an 
alarming rate” in psycholo-
gy studies but who may be 
outliers in some traits, says 
Kai Kupferschmidt in “Sci-
ence” magazine.  In fact, 
one research team argued 
they may “represent the 
worst population on which 
to base our understanding 
of Homo sapiens.”  Devel-
opmental psychologist 
Daniel Haun, new director 
at the Max Planck Institute 
in Leipzig, Germany, hopes 
to help change that. 

For example, in the for-
mer hunter-gatherer com-
munity of #Akhoe Hai//om 
in Namibia, “everything 
that is shareable in prin-
ciple belongs as much to 
you as it belongs to me,” 
Haun explains.  Fairness 
norms would be different 
here than, say, in Germany:  
Two people go to the beach 
looking for shells; one finds 
a lot but the other, lying 
on the beach, finds little.  
German children would say 
the one who did most of 
the work should get most of 
the shells, but the Namib-
ian children “distribute the 
goods equally most of the 
time no matter who con-
tributed how much.” 

Worldwide, Haun plans 
to set up five cross-cultural 
stations starting with one 
among the #Akhoe Hai//
om and another on Vanu-
atu, a South Pacific Island 
state with a population of a 
quarter million who speak 
more than 100 languages.  

Q.  How well do you know 
the world’s mountains 
and their colloquial 
meaning: “Everest,” 
“Olympian,” “balkanize” 
and “Areopagus”?

A.  Everest, as you no doubt 
know, is the highest moun-
tain (8,848 meters) on 
Earth (above sea level) in 
the Himalayas, named after 
George Everest, India’s 
Surveyor General, says Anu 
Garg on his “A.Word.A.
Day” website.  The word, 
then, means “the highest 
point of achievement, 
ambition, challenge.”  As 
the highest mountain in 
Greece, Mt. Olympus was 
known as the home of the 
gods; thus, an Olympian is 
a person of great achieve-
ment or position, and an 

Olympian feat is lofty, 
surpassing others. 

To “balkanize” is to “di-
vide a region, group, etc. 
into small, often hostile 
entities,” alluding to the 
breakup of the Balkan 
Peninsula after the decline 
of the Ottoman Empire.  
The peninsula is named 
after Balkan Mountains, 
“balkan” being the Turkish 
word for “mountain.”

Finally, “Areopagus” 
derives from Greek “Areios 
pagos,” the hill of Ares, the 
Greek god of war.  In an-
cient Greece, Areios pagos 
was the meeting place of 
the highest governmental 
council and now means a 
high court. 

As Garg explains, though 
we think of mountains as 
ancient, compared to the 
Earth’s age of 4.5 billion 
years, they are relatively 
young.  Consider that if the 
Earth were a human, the 
Himalayas would be a one-
year-old baby.
     
Q.  Viagra may be a 
wonder drug for men but 
how might it also help 
women in labor and their 
distressed fetuses?

A.  A clinical trial has found 
that “taking Viagra during 
the very fi rst hours of labor 
halves the need for an 
emergency caesarian,” says 
Alice Klein in “New Scien-
tist” magazine.  The drug 
sildenafi l (Viagra) works by 
widening the blood vessels.  
Because some babies don’t 
get enough oxygen when 
labor contractions reduce 
blood fl ow to the placenta, 
Sailesh Kumar at the Uni-
versity of Queensland, Aus-
tralia, and his colleagues 
wondered if the drug could 
also help increase blood 
fl ow to a fetus. 
     To test this, research-
ers gave sildenafi l to 150 
women going into labor 
while another 150 women 
in early labor were given 
placebo pills.  Result: “In 
the sildenafi l group, 51% 
fewer emergency caesari-
ans were needed and there 
were 43% fewer cases of ir-
regular heart rate — a sign 
that a fetus is in distress 
(“American Journal of Ob-
stetrics and Gynecology”).  
A further trial is planned 
involving 3,000 women in 
16 Australian hospitals.     

BILL&RICH SONES
STRANGE BUT TRUE

Community Care Concepts provides 
services and supports that help seniors 
and adults with unique needs to live inde-
pendently in their own homes across the 
Townships of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wil-
mot.  In an effort to protect the health of our 
clients, volunteers and staff, Community 
Care Concepts has cancelled until further 
notice:

• community exercise programs 
• community dining programs
• social and recreational programming 
• adult day programs located at Barn-

swallow Place in Elmira and Nithview 
Community in New Hamburg 

All other essential services are continu-
ing including:

• Meals on Wheels
• Transportation to medical and other 

essential appointments
• Ensuring access to groceries and pre-

scriptions
• Wellbeing checks
• Essential home help services
• Support with hospital discharge

We ask for your patience as we prioritize re-
quests based upon most immediate needs.  

Please contact us at 519-664-1900 
or 1-855-664-1900 if you require 
assistance or know of someone 

who may require assistance.

At this time, we would like to express our 
sincere thanks to members of our communi-
ty for the outpouring of offers of assistance 
and support as we ensure that the needs of 
seniors and vulnerable residents of our com-
munity are addressed. 

Stay well,
Cathy Harrington, executive director
Community Care Concepts of Woolwich, 
Wellesley & Wilmot

Important Notice From 
Woolwich Community Services

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic The Following 
Programs Are Still Operating with public safety 
measures in place according to Waterloo Region 
Public Health Guidelines:

FOOD SUPPORT SERVICES: 519-669-5139
Call ahead for days and hours of support.

• Food Hampers
Lunch Crunch Program
Bread Program
Fresh Food Fridays

• Self-Help Food Shelf 
• The Information Centre
• Phone support is also available through 

our Low German Family Support, Family 
Violence Prevention Program and Individ-
ual Support Programs.
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PlankTheCurve
Together, We Can

KEEP 
UP
THE 
GOOD
WORK!

woolwich.ca/COVID19Subscribe to the Township’s website if you are
looking for regular updates on COVID19

I’m doing my part by:
Staying Home

Washing My Hands

Practicing Social Distancing

Keep a distance of 2 metres from others when going for walks or shopping for groceries

Share this thumbs up to let others 
know  you are doing your part.

ACROSS
1. Allegation
4. Death on the Nile cause, 
perhaps
7. Ornamental loop
11. Tuesday dinner
14. US drive speed
15. Aged
16. Not under, over or in, 
backwards.
17. David’s or Teavana
18. Affirmative side
19. Amniotic ___
20. “Mi chiamano Mimi,” 
22. Disease - suffoca-
tive24. TV interruption
25. Specifically
28. Bookbinding leather
29. Kind of service
30. Change
32. Misbehaviour
33. Blemish-free
34. Remnant
35. __ the people
36. Born, in bios
37. Half a matched set
38. Not under, over or on.
39. A bogey or strike
40. “___ the fields we go”
41. Dorm room staple
45. “Star Trek” rank: Abbr.
46. Effected by visual 
condition
48. Iceland’s domain
50. Fighting rooster
53. Barely beat
54. Mr. Clown gets all the 
cherries
55. Don’t stop!
56. Harvest goddess
57. Female parent
58. Crystal meth, in slang
59. “Goodness!”
61. Boozehound
62. A deadly sin

65. Type of 2-wheel 
carriage
66. By way of, briefly
67. Half -alright
69. Zero
70. Whale
71. __ and fro
72. A lot
73. Excessive
75. Egyptian Title (plr)
77. Lemonheads: “Shame 
About ___”
78. Similar to a Bordeaux
79. Toni Morrison’s “___ 
Baby”
81. A little off the end
82. “Thank You (Falettinme 
Be Mice ___ Agin)” (#1 hit 
of 1970)
83. Happens before noon
84. You can go with this __ 
you can go with that
86. “Give it ___!”
87. Administration of an 
oath (2wrds)
89. To or not to
90. Charlie Brown (2wrds)
93. Black, Gray or Green 
beverage
95. Secretion
97. “__ Town Too” (1981 hit)
98. Rapid succession of 
sound
100. A man, by the power 
of Grayskull!
101. Man-made fog
103. Common Market 
letters
104. The __ Crowd
105. “Schindler’s ___”
107. “Naughty you!”
108. Fifth largest city in 
Wisconsin
109. Brightly colored fish
110. Basil, e.g.

111. Language of Pakistan
112. African antelope
114. To the same degree
115. Exceedingly
117. Shoes, gloves, twins
118. ___ constrictor
119. Cool
121. Trailers
123. Greeting
125. Nitrogen + oxygen
126. “Much ___ About 
Nothing”
127. Bow
128. Correct, as text
129. Lucy drug
130. Bread ingredient
DOWN
1. Adorable one
2. “___ alive!”
3. Indian royal
4. Band aid
5. European moths
6. More fake than
7. Agenda
8. On a lanyard (2wrds)
9. Province abbrev.
10. Boss
12. Female headdress
13. Calmer
15. Basket material
21. Suffix for Latin adjectives
23. JFK knoll description
24. Paired up with tonsils
26. Needle and thread
27. Disseminates info to 
media (2wrds)
31. Ashtabula’s lake
33. Grandma pinches
39. I
40. Tolkien creatures
42. Technique to learn 
sight-singing (2wrds)
43. Long
44. Turn away
46. Bishop of Rome

47. Shabby (2wrds)
49. Piano
51. Extinct New Zealand 
flightless birds
52. Shared space (2wrds)
57. Area of NE Scotland
59. Bell the cat
60. Decay
61. Paper bundle
63. Incessant
64. Rock particles
65. Associate
66. Crowd
68. Eggs
74. Ages
76. Oater transport
78. Musical sign
80. All excited
82. The America’s Cup 
trophy, e.g.
85. 2nd time delivery (plr)
87. Attack
88. Put in order
91. Commuter, at times
92. No right angles with 
adjacent sides of unequal 
lengths (plr)
94. Atomic (abbrev)
96. Flat-topped natural 
elevation
98. More prepared
99. No mistake
102. Lead ceremoniously
103. Slips
105. Abominate
106. Witch alphabet
107. Buy-one-get-one-free 
item?
111. Hold your drink, add “c”
113. Discomfit
116. Cancel
120. Detachable container
122. “___ Cried” (1962 hit)
124. Regularly used 
contraction
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LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

OPEN FOR CURBSIDE PICKUP & DELIVERY

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

April Specials!
Acer 
Swift-1
Notebook

14” LCD, Pent-n5000
4GB x 64GB-SSD

$29999

APPLE MacBook Air

$49999

Intel i5 425ou, 
1.3 ghz 4 gig x 128 gig SSD

11" screen • Mojave OS
FROM

9999

Intel i5 425ou, 
1.3 ghz 4 gig x 128 gig SSD

11" screen • Mojave OS

Intel i5 5300u 2.3ghz, 8gig 
Ram, 256 SSD Hard Drive 
15.6" Screen, Windows OS

Lenovo
T550

$59999
Intel i5 5300u 2.3ghz, 8gig 
Ram, 256 SSD Hard Drive 

Lenovo
T550

$$5995995999999

Apple iPad Air-2Apple iPad Air-2

$24999
FROM64GB

WOW!

Dell-7020
Intel i5
Tower

$32999

Dell-7020

Special

8GB RAM, 500GB HD

Power Tower!
Intel i7 3.4GHz,16GB 
RAM, 512GB-SSD, 
Nvidia K620

Intel i7 3.4GHz,16GB 
RAM, 512GB-SSD, 
Nvidia K620

$59999

Special

UNLOCKED
iPhone - 6’s $16900

FROM

WOW!

Second
Location

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HPProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE
MacBookPro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-20 B Arthur St N.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

BESIDE THE OBSERVER www.realitybytescomputers.com

W W W . . C O M

Here’s how to get the products you need
1 Find the product(s) you want at www.sourcefl ooring.com

2 Call us at 519.742.9188 to place your order
3 Call us when you arrive & open your trunk!

CURBS IDE  P I CK-UP 
&  DEL IVERY  AVA I LABLE

monday  to  f r i day  9am -  6pm
call store for pick up and/or delivery details

OPEN AND
WE ARE

FULLY STOCKED!

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER
MON-FRI 9AM-6PM SAT CLOSED SUN CLOSED

 

SPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK

$155

VINYL

PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

6MM THICK

$100

VINYL

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

12MM 
THICK

LAMINATE

$157
PER SQ FT

 REG 3.99

LAMINATE

2-TONE
FRIEZE 

CARPET

$149
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

CARPET

ENGINEERED
CLICK HANDSCRAPED

HARDWOOD

$299
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

HARDWOOD

3” X 6”
SUBWAY 

TILE

$187
PER SQ FT
REG .99

12” X24”
PORCELAIN 

TILE

$100
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

GRAY 
MODERN 

LEDGESTONE

$499
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

WE OFFER
CURB SIDE PICK UP

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9am - 6pm 
Here’s how to get the products you need

1 Find the product(s) you want at 
www.sourcefl ooring.com

2 Call us at 519.742.9188 to place your order
3 Call us when you arrive & open your trunk!

BACKSPLASHTILE

STONE

FROM

FROM FROM

FROMFROM

FROM

FROMFROM

this dish, you could make 
it with whichever type of 
noodle that the store isn’t 
out of this week.

The trick is to actual-
ly cook the sauce on the 
counter and not the stove 
as the residual heat from 
the cooked pasta will thick-
en the sauce with constant 
stirring instead of leaving 
on the burner, where it will 
curdle and turn into scram-
bled eggs.

Spaghetti 
Carbonara 

1 lb spaghetti 
1/2 lb pancetta, diced
1 small onion, minced
4 cloves garlic, minced
2 Tbsp. butter
125g pecorino, freshly grated
125g parmesan, freshly 
grated
4 large eggs
1 cup 35% cream
Salt, fresh ground black 
pepper
Parsley

1. Boil spaghetti in plenty of 
salted water.

2. Meanwhile sear pancetta in 
medium heat pan until almost 
crisp.

 � RECIPE: Whatever the translation, carbonara certainly 
means a tasty comfort food that's just the thing right now 

FROM 17

3. Add butter, onion and garlic 
and continue cooking until 
softened.

4. Add cream and bring to a boil

5. Drain noodles and incorpo-
rate – remove from stove.

6. Beat eggs together in a bowl 
with cheeses.

7. Add noodle mixture (leaving 

on counter), stir constantly be-
ing careful not to curdle.

8. Serve immediately with fresh 
shaved cheeses and parsley. 

Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of 
“Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just 
outside of St. Jacobs, which is 
currently offering pick-up service 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Preorder by emailing 
info@chefduff.ca.

Finding comfort in a plate of Spaghetti Carbonara.


