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Conestogo collision sends two people to hospital
BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

A woman was airlifted to Hamil-
ton General Hospital with serious 
injuries after a multi-vehicle 
collision in Conestogo Tuesday 
morning. 

Three vehicles, including a red 
Ford, a white Lincoln and a gar-
bage truck, were involved in the 
collision just before 11 a.m. at the 
intersection of Northfield Drive 
and Sawmill Road. 

Emergency personnel worked to extricate the 17-year-old passenger from a red Ford following Tuesday's collision with a garbage truck at the intersection of Northfield Drive and Sawmill Road. 
She sustained serious injuries and was airlifted to Hamilton General Hospital. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Neighbours want no part of a 
four-storey apartment building 
proposed for the former munici-
pal pool property in Elmira, turn-
ing out in force Tuesday night to 
let township councillors know 
just that.

Comments at the public meet-
ing followed a series of written 
submissions and a petition op-
posing plans for an 18-unit con-
dominium at 18 Ernst St.

The former Elmira pool prop-
erty was purchased in 2011 
by 2284578 Ontario Inc. for 
$450,000, and has been home to 
the Waterloo Regional Synchro-
nized Swimming Club since that 
time. Now, the principals of the 
company – Erika Lindner and 
Leanne McDonnell – want to re-
develop the 0.75-acre site at the 
corner of Ernst Street and Snyder 
Avenue.

To do that, they’ll need the 
township to rezone the property 
to permit higher-density residen-
tial (R-7) construction. But resi-
dents are almost universally op-
posed to a project they say won’t 
fit in among the older homes that 
make up the bulk of their neigh-
bourhood. 
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Condos not 
seen as a good 
fit by residents 
of Elmira 
neighbourhood

WOOLWICH COUNCIL

“As a result of the collision, the 
driver of the Ford, which was an 
18-year-old Conestogo female, 
was transported to the hospital 
with minor injuries, and the pas-
senger of that vehicle, 17-year-old 
Waterloo female, was extricated 
from the vehicle by Waterloo Fire 
Department and airlifted to the 
hospital with serious injuries,” 
said Cst. Andre Johnson at the 
Waterloo Regional Police. 

“The other two drivers were 
not injured as a result of the col-

lision.”
Though the other drivers were 

uninjured, all of the vehicles 
sustained some damage, with the 
Ford bearing the brunt of it.

A nearby school was placed on 
a brief hold-and-secure to facil-
itate the landing of an Ornge air 
ambulance helicopter. Several 
streets were closed down for 
several hours while emergency 
crews were on scene, including 
Elgin Street and Evening Star 
Lane. The intersection was re-

opened around 3:45 p.m.
“At this point in time, we’re not 

able to say what exactly what lead 
to the collision. They were look-
ing for witnesses just to come for-
ward to speak to what occurred,” 
said Johnson.

The incident is currently under 
investigation, and charges are 
pending.  Any witnesses, or any-
one with information, is asked to 
call the Waterloo Regional Police 
traffic unit at 519-570-9777, ext. 
8856.



02  | COMMUNITY NEWS THE OBSERVER | THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2019

Celebrating 20+ years in business

JULIANE SHANTZ
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

“Our reputation”
is your

“guarantee”

WE’RE EXPANDING
OUR PALMERSTON

LOCATION

We’re excited to announce...

Come see our new facility at
107 William St., Palmerston

Our Bigger office location
opens July 2nd, 2019.

www.earandhearingclinic.com
1-833-669-4425

Bast

The staff and families of 
Bast Tirecraft wish you 

and yours a safe and happy 
Canada Day Weekend!!

Visit us at 
1 Bast Place, Waterloo 

519-664-2282
tirecraft.com

 reFor all your ti
and mechanical needs!

Real People 
Servicing Real Life

Along with the mismatch 
among the century homes, 
an apartment building rais-
es the prospect of traffic, 
parking, noise and other is-
sues, they told councillors.

The owners’ promise 
to build something to 
complement the neigh-
bourhood did not mollify 
residents, however.

Greg Romanick, a plan-
ner with Stantec Consult-
ing representing the appli-
cant, said the project would 
be a “higher-end” condo-
minium building. The plan 
is to build it such that it 
complements the neigh-
bourhood, with natural 
materials and to “capture 
aspects of the architecture 
in the neighbourhood.”

He noted, however, that 
“it’s a challenge” to match 
the feel of the neighbour-
hood with a new, much 
larger apartment building, 
one that would stand some 
three to four metres (10 to 
15 feet) higher than sur-
rounding homes.

Still, there’s a demand 
for apartments in Elmira, 
said Romanick, adding the 
building would be aimed 
at seniors, empty-nesters 
and young professionals. 
It would feature two- and 
three-bedroom units, rang-

ing from 900 square feet to 
1,500 sq. ft.

No pricing has been de-
termined as of yet, he said in 
response to a question from 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan, sug-
gesting the units could sell 
in the range of a smaller sin-

gle-family home in Elmira.
The condominium as-

pect and bigger units make 
this a market-based project 
rather than a rental build-
ing aimed to fill that need.

“I would not categorize 
this as affordable housing 

 CONDOS: Owners of the former township pool site on Ernst Street are proposing a four-storey, 18-unit building
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Artist's rendition of a four-storey building proposed for the site of the former Elmira pool. [SUBMITTED]

per se,” he told Merlihan.
While recognizing the 

need for apartment-style 
dwellings in Elmira, resi-
dents argued such a build-
ing would be better suited 
for the new subdivisions in 
town, most of which con-

taining apartment blocks 
in their plans.

Wayne Turpel, who’s lived 
at 19 Ernst St. since 1974, 
argued the density targets 
could be reached through 
other methods, perhaps 
semi-detached units.

“It just simply doesn’t fit 
in,” he said of the proposed 
apartment building.

“This building doesn’t 
have to be on this property 
to provide ... the variety of 
housing that’s necessary, 
and the density.”

Neighbour Sarah Stickney 
argued the project is not in 
keeping with its surround-
ings, and in fact doesn’t 
conform to planning docu-
ments, from the provincial 
Places to Grow strategy 
through to the township’s 
own official plan.

Higher densities may be 
necessary, but they can be 
accommodated with con-
struction in new areas, she 
said, noting that planning 
documents call for the pro-
tection of older neighbour-
hoods.

Ernst Street resident 
Paul Bossenberry noted 
traffic and parking are 
already a problem, issues 
that will only get worse if 
the number of people liv-
ing on the street is essen-
tially doubled by an 18-unit 

building.
Approving the project 

would set a precedent for 
redeveloping lots in older 
neighbourhoods, he said, 
suggesting there’s nothing 
to stop someone from buy-
ing a couple of properties 
then asking to rezone the 
land for an apartment 
complex, for instance.

It’s not good planning 
to simply react to an ap-
plication, he said, noting 
higher-density housing 
would be shoehorned into 
a older neighbourhood as 
opposed to being part of a 
plan in a new subdivision, 
for instance.

“This is being imposed 
on the residents of that 
particular block,” said 
Bossenberry.

“Put yourself in the 
shoes of the residents 
there. Would you want that 
development, yes or no?”

Only one person spoke 
in favour of providing 
more housing options, par-
ticularly for seniors look-
ing to downsize.

Tuesday night’s meeting 
was strictly an information 
session. Councillors won’t 
make a decision on the ap-
plication until a later date, 
after the public has provid-
ed input and planning staff 
have drafted a report.

Diane and the Cavaliers drew in a huge crowd at Gore Park on Sunday night, part of the Elmira Sunday Night Concert Series. This Sunday’s performer is Naomi Bristow. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

THE SUNDAY SOUNDS OF MUSIC IN GORE PARK
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

An unopened road allowance on a portion of Stock 
Street in Winterbourne was declared surplus this 
week, opening the door for neighbours interested in 
purchasing the land. With council approving the move 
Tuesday night, the unused township land will now be 
appraised to help determine an asking price.

Having missed out on some of the strawberry 
social business this summer, berry producers are 
hopeful the onset of warmer temperatures will 
help to bring along the crop, delayed by a cool 
spring. While there is a bountiful supply now, 
some producers fear they may have missed out on 
earlier business – sales that can’t be recovered.

From the June 28, 2003 edition of The Observer
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TAKING STOCK FROM THE ARCHIVES 

REGION OF WATERLOO

 Waterloo Region plans to petition to ensure that the Guelph to Goderich 
Kissing Bridge Trail stays open for public use.  [VERONICA REINER]

Queen's Park shows signs of looking at sales options for former railway corridor

Region wants province to 
drop talk of selling trailway

BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Concerned the province 
might sell the land home to 
an expansive trail network, 
the Region of Waterloo will 
petition Queen’s Park to 
keep the resource in public 
hands.

The move comes in re-
sponse to a letter from the 
government that indicates 
it’s thinking about declar-
ing as surplus provincial 
land that forms the basis of 
the Kissing Bridge Trailway 
(KBT) and the local stretch 
of the Guelph to Goderich 
(G2G) Rail Trail, perhaps 
clearing the way to sell the 
property.

Currently, the region 
leases the land from the 
province under five-year 
deals that have been the 
basis of trail expansion 
along the former railroad 
corridor. 

“I feel really strongly this 
would be a mistake to sell 
off. We need to respect the 
wishes of the community 
and the investment they 
made in this trail because 
lots of people see this as a 
true asset,” said regional 
Chair Karen Redman in an 
interview. 

The issue was discussed 
at a regional council meet-
ing June 19, leading to the 
decision to request that the 
province halt the disposi-
tion process. Moreover, the 
region wants Queen’s Park 
to consider a longer-term 
lease on the KBT land.

The current lease agree-
ment between the prov-
ince, the region and the 

County of Wellington is up 
for renewal in June 2020.

“We’re asking them to 
hit the pause button and 
see if we can arrange some-
thing that would ensure 
that it would be intact and 
in place for a much longer 
time for public use,” said 
Redman.

“We would suggest a 15-, 
20-, 25-year lease. Some-
thing that brings some cer-
tainty to the government. 
We’ll have to review the 
terms of it, of course, but 
it’s our hope that we can 
continue to safeguard that 
for public use.”

Local MPP Mike Harris 
says there’s nothing to fear, 
however.

“The Kissing Bridge 
Trail system is not on the TRAILS | 05

Neighbours want
no part of Elmira 
apartment complex

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

On the heels of opposition 
to an Ernst Street condo-
minium proposal, another 
group of Elmira residents 
were equally unwelcoming 
to plans for a four-storey, 
21-unit apartment building 
on Church Street West.

Wayne Martin and Rick 
Brubacher are seeking 
township approval for a 
rental building on what is 
now two properties located 
at 44 and 46 Church St. 
W. The former contains 
an older house that’s been 
converted to a triplex, 
while the latter is now a 
vacant lot after the sin-
gle-family home there was 
demolished.

The plan presented to 
Woolwich council Tuesday 
night calls for one- and 
two-bedroom units to be 
offered for rent, said Me-
gan Gereghty, a GSP Group 
planner representing the 
property owners.

To proceed, the devel-
oper will need official plan 
and zoning amendments 
from the township. Beyond 
that, the proposal asks for 
a number of site-specific 
changes, from much lower 
setbacks from the roadway 
to fewer parking spots than 
would normally be re-
quired. The density on the 
0.42-acre (0.17-hectare) site 
would have to increase to 
twice the currently permit-
ted level – to 124 units per 
hectare from 60.

“We think they’re appro-
priate for this site,” said 

Gereghty of the special 
provisions.

Neighbours were not 
of the same mind, raising 
concerns about traffic, 
parking, loss of privacy and 
incompatibilities with the 
existing surroundings.

The size of the building 
would not be in keeping 
with the neighbourhood, 
said Walter Ireson, who 
lives immediately next 
door at 42 Church St. W.

The proposed building 
would dwarf his home, 
keeping the yard in shade 
and eliminating privacy 
with a string of balconies 
looking out over his prop-
erty, he added.

“When I get up in the 
morning ... without raising 
my voice, I’ll be able to 
say ‘good morning’ to my 
neighbours,” he said.

He and other neighbours 
raised concerns about the 
grading on the property, 
which would require re-
taining walls and fences 
that would extend up to 
15 feet high, cutting of the 
views of neighbouring 
properties that back on to 
the site.

Traffic is already an 
issue, Ireson added. The 
build-out of the large 
Lunor Subdivision to the 
west will make it worse.

Richard Trapp, who 
owns the property at 10 
Snyder Ave. S., echoed 
concerns about traffic and 
parking.

“It’s already very, very 
difficult down there,” he 
said, noting the project 
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Plan calls for four-storey, 21-unit rental 
building at 44-46 Church St. W.

list of surplus lands 
currently for sale. The 
government consults 
with local municipal-
ities and stakeholders 
on this process, Chair 
Karen Redman and 
I are in agreement that 
this trail should remain 
open to the public,” said 
the Kitchener-Conesto-
ga representative said in 
an email.

“The trail is a key 
part of the link for the 
Guelph to Goderich 
Trail which is quickly 
becoming a great tourist 
attraction for southern 
Ontario. It is important 
to keep it intact,” said 
Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz.

The Region of Water-

loo and County 
of Wellington 
jointly leased the 
KBT in Septem-
ber 1997. The 
44.5-kilometre 
former rail line 

officially runs 
from Guelph to 
Millbank, passing 
through a variety of 
rural communities, 
rivers, and wetlands. 
It is used for hiking, 
cycling, cross-coun-
try skiing, snow-
shoeing, and snow-
mobiling in permit-
ted areas. The KBT 
is part of the 148-km 
G2G trail, with 
stretches running 
through Elmira and 
West Montrose.
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rivers, and wetlands. 
It is used for hiking, 
cycling, cross-coun-
try skiing, snow-
shoeing, and snow-
mobiling in permit-
ted areas. The KBT 
is part of the 148-km 
G2G trail, with 
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Woolwich puts province on hold in regards to application for Maryhill-area gravel pit
BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Woolwich’s objection to a 
Maryhill-area gravel pit is 
effectively a holding pro-
vision on the provincial 
review of an application by 
Capital Paving related to a 
site at 1195 Foerster Rd.

The township’s objec-
tion, approved by coun-
cillors meeting June 25, 
is something of a place-
holder for the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and 
Forestry (MNRF) review of 

a pit licence bid under the 
Aggregate Resources Act 
(ARA). 

Having had no time to 
do a detailed review of the 
application submitted to 
the province, Woolwich 
is in essence ensuring a 
provincial decision won’t 
be handed down until the 
township does its own re-
view of an application sub-
mitted to the municipality 
under the Planning Act.

“Since the proposed zon-
ing by-law amendment ap-
plication has not been eval-

uated by staff, and a coun-
cil position as not been tak-
en on the appropriateness 
of the Shantz Station gravel 
pit, the township is not in a 
position at this time to pro-
vide detailed comments on 
the ARA licence. However, 
if the township submits a 
formal letter to the MNRF 
in objection to the ARA 
licence, the ministry is put 
on notice of our concerns 
and will then withhold ap-
proval of the licence until 
the Planning Act process 
is completed,” explained 

Woolwich senior planner 
Jeremy Vink in a memo to 
councillors.

“The intent of the reso-
lution and letter to MNR is 
not that Council is making 
a final decision on the 
ARA application at this 
time. The intent is to noti-
fy the MNRF that until the 
Township has properly 
reviewed the application 
through the correspond-
ing Planning Act process 
and provided formal com-
ments with respect to the 
concurrent ARA process, 

Council and staff are not 
in a position to potentially 
support the ARA applica-
tion.”

The public commenting 
period on the ARA appli-
cation runs until July 22. 
With council on hiatus for 
a summer break and long 
review of the application to 
the township forthcoming, 
Woolwich won’t get to the 
issue until fall.

Capital Paving plans to 
extract gravel from a 168-
acre portion of the farm 
property in five stages, 

progressively rehabilitat-
ing the mined areas back 
to farmland as it moves 
along, project manager 
George Lourenco told the 
Observer. The firm esti-
mates the site contains 
three million tonnes of 
aggregate materials. While 
the pit application is for 
500,000 tonnes per year, 
Lourenco said he expects 
Capital would remove 
about half that much an-
nually, meaning the pit 
would be in operation for 
12 to 15 years. 

POLICE RESPOND TO BRESLAU-AREA COLLISION

Police responded to a collision at Shantz Station and Kramp roads near Breslau that occured about 3:20 p.m. on Monday 
afternoon. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

READY TO GO FISHING

Woolwich staff, including chief administrative officer David Brenneman (right) feted director of engineering and plan-
ning services Dan Kennaley at a luncheon Wednesday in honour of his retirement this week. [VERONICA REINER]
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Trail maintenance is a 
significant community 
effort; local steward groups 
take part in routine trail 
maintenance activities, 
such as tree planting, 
bench installation, grass 
cutting, the application 
of stone dust, and general 
improvement of the ap-
pearance of the trailway.

The West Montrose Res-
idents’ Association looks 
after the Grand River to 
Northfield Drive section, 
the Elmira Lions Club 
watches over the North-
field Drive to Wallenstein 
division, and the Linwood 
Lions Club takes care of 
the Wallenstein to Linwood 
piece.

The majority of the fund-
ing for developing the KBT 
has come from the Trail-
way Steward Groups or 
private donations. Over the 
past three years, private 
donations have increased, 
mainly because of G2G’s 
Spring on the Trail event.

“And you don’t get [the 
trail] back, right?” said 
Redman. “I know a few 
years ago the federal gov-
ernment divested them-
selves of a whole lot of real 

estate – and they were our 
embassies internationally, 
and these were amazing 
places which were worth a 
lot of money, and they’re 

isn’t a good fit, much like 
the Ernst Street building 
discussed earlier in the 
evening.

“These are projects that 
are trying to fit into the 
neighbourhood and that 
really aren’t appropriate,” 
he said.

“They’re too big. They 
just don’t fit.”

Picking up on the traffic 
concerns, Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan questioned the 
lack of a traffic study look-
ing at the impact of the 
new apartment building.

Traffic volumes even 
now a problem on Church 
Street heading into the 
downtown core, he said, 
noting parking is at a pre-
mium already, though the 
applicant is suggesting vis-
itors and residents would 

Police issue warning to public 
after a string of Elmira break-ins

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

After a series of break-ins 
in Elmira last week, police 
are warning residents to 
lock all doors and windows 
and report all suspicious 
activity.

A man broke into three 
separate homes surround-
ing the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre through unlocked 
windows or patio doors. 
The incident occurred 
overnight on June 20 and 
the suspect stole personal 
property and cash. The 
first break-in occurred last 
Wednesday at 10:30 p.m., 

and the other two occurred 
in the early hours of Thurs-
day morning. 

One of the homeowners 
caught a brief glimpse of 
the suspect, but did not get 
a description due to the 
low lighting.

“So the homeowner con-
fronted the suspect – just 
called out to him. And at 
that point, the suspect 
fled immediately,”  said 
Cst. Andre Johnson of the 
Waterloo Regional Police. 
“More so saw him, yelled 
out to him, and then the 
suspect fled.

“It can happen from 
time to time – in target 

areas where they think 
people might not be lock-
ing doors,” said Johnson. 
“You might have a guy 
go up to cars and just try 
doors that are unlocked. 
So that’s why we’re en-
couraging people to lock 
all their valuables up, lock 
your houses at night, lock 
your doors and windows 
at night so that you aren’t 
targeted for these type of 
break-ins.”

The investigation is 
ongoing. Anyone with in-
formation is encouraged to 
call police at 519-570-9777, 
ext. 8422 or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477. 

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Continuing the nearly 
three-decade tradition, the 
Township of Woolwich will 
be hosting Canada Day cel-
ebrations at Elmira’s Gore 
Park this weekend.

This family-friendly 
event has undergone a 
few tweaks over the years; 
the Rick Rossini “ab-
raCANADAbra” Canada 
Day-themed magic show 
and live music by Jack and 
Danica are both added 
twists for 2019. 

“I would say the enter-
tainment has changed this 
year so that would be the 
big thing,” said Woolwich 
facilities supervisor Jenni-
fer Horndl. “The township 
really appreciates the par-
ticipation and the support 
of local businesses and 

Monday brings Canada Day 
celebrations at Elmira’s Gore Park

local organizations to make 
this happen annually.”

The Gore Park celebra-
tion brings together local 
dignitaries, businesses, 
organizations, and the 
community.

Elmira firefighters will 
be present giving educa-
tional demonstrations such 
as fitting children in fire-
fighter gear and teaching 
them the basics of using 
a hose; the Elmira Sugar 
Kings will supply ice cream 
cones, Woolwich Summer 
Camp coordinators offer 
face-painting along with 
arts and crafts, the Kiwanis 
Club of Elmira will be bar-
becuing hamburgers and 
hotdogs.

Volunteers from Robin in 
the Hood Festival are doing 
an interactive show, offer-
ing event-goers plenty of 
choice as for how to spend 

the evening. There is also a 
Canada Day cake that will 
be divvied up, the singing of 
O Canada, and local digni-
taries delivering remarks. 

The event is hosted from 
4 to 7 p.m., with a free pub-
lic swim taking place be-
forehand at the WMC from 
1 to 3 p.m. As July 1 falls on 
a Monday this year, there 
will be no live music in the 
park after the event ends. 
Horndl did recommend 
that those interested could 
check out the fireworks at 
the University of Waterloo, 
which begin at 8 p.m.

“This is actually the last 
year that the University 
of Waterloo is doing the 
fireworks,” said Horndl. “I 
could see that maybe Wool-
wich’s Canada Day may 
change based on that for 
next year, but I don’t know 
for certain.”

As with last year, there will be cake at 6 p.m. during Monday's Canada Day festivities. [FILE PHOTO]

aging structures, but you’ll 
never get them back. You 
can only sell an asset once. 
So you have to tread care-
fully, I think.” 

 � TRAILS: Region to push for longer-term lease to provide 
security; local MPP says sale of land isn't on the table

FROM 03

 � APARTMENTS: Residents argue the building isn't a good 
fit for the neighbourhood, raises myriad concerns

FROM 03 find on-street parking.
The June 25 session was 

for information purposes, 
with no decisions made. 
Councillors will await full 

public comment and a 
recommendation report 
from planning staff before 
voting on the merits of the 
proposal.

Artist's rendition of the four-storey building proposed for Church Street West in Elmira. [SUBMITTED]

A view of the proposed site plan for the project. [SUBMITTED]
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Celebrating the merits of being Canadian
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

It’s an election year in Canada, 
with attack ads already trick-
ling in. Justin Trudeau isn’t 

up for the job. Andrew Scheer 
provides cover for Doug Ford. 
Jagmeet Singh just wants some-
body to notice he’s around.

With the vote now just months 
away, the level of bother, blather 
and vitriol is nothing like what’s 
happening in the U.S., where an 
election is more than a year away. 
Of course, the daily charges of 
corruption and criminality sur-
rounding the president and his 
Congressional enablers certainly 
explains the higher volume. 

As Canada Day approaches 
here, soon followed by the July 4 
festivities to the south, the differ-
ences between the two countries 
remain more pronounced, a 
distinction that’s grown since the 
2016 U.S. election. 

Has the U.S. president’s attack 

on Canada’s goods and govern-
ment boost the patriotic quotient 
of July 1? We’ve certainly seen a 
boost in Canada-first sentiment 
in the wake of Donald Trump’s 
tariffs, trade bluster and personal 
attacks. 

Trade wars and inanities aside, 
the fact we’re not subject to the 
administration Americans are 
saddled with may be enough 
to give this weekend an added 
boost. 

Just three days apart, the 
countrywide birthday parties in 
Canada and the U.S. will have 
a decidedly different flavour. 
While our American neighbours 
make much of their Indepen-
dence Day festivities – they are 
not shy about flying their colours 
– we Canadians are usually more 
reserved.

In years past, the anniversary 
of our country’s founding has, 

often as not, been seen as just 
another statutory holiday – ideal-
ly leading to a long weekend, as is 
the case this year.

Yet there are signs things are 
changing. Although nothing 
akin to the red-white-and-blue 
flag wavers, anecdotal evidence 
suggests we are displaying the 
maple leaf more often than we 
used to – more homes, business 
and even cars appear decorated 
with the flag, and not just leading 
up to July 1. 

That movement has certainly 
been boosted by recent political 
wranglings that served to dif-
ferentiate us from our cousins 
to the south. There is a danger, 
of course, is putting too much 
weight on “not being Ameri-
cans” – that is no way to form 
a strong national identity. Still, 
there appears to be a welcome 
window of opportunity for our 

(usually self-serving) leaders to 
encourage this pride, to promote 
some of the “can-do” mentality 
that makes up the attractive part 
of American patriotism. And 
without some of the over-the-top 
jingoism that clouds the issue – a 
development likely held in check 
here by our inherent politeness 
and pragmatism.

We have our political differ-
ences, but the situation is not 
anywhere near what we see in 
the U.S. That country is particu-
larly bifurcated at this point, not 
just along Republican/Democrat 
lines – the parties are essentially 
just slightly different extensions 
of corporate control, the current 
occupant of the White House 
notwithstanding – but also cul-
turally. There are plenty of socio-
logical reasons for the rift – from 
economics to education – but 
there’s definitely an increasing 

divide where facts and logic are 
no longer relevant. No more is 
that  evident than in the blind 
support for military imperialism 
that has taken on pro-fascist un-
dertones, going well beyond the 
jingoism many in this country 
find both alarming and incom-
prehensible. 

Here, we’ve also thus far avoid-
ed the demagoguery to the south, 
which mirrors the despots so ad-
mired by the current president.

It’s something for us to reflect 
on here as we head into our own 
national celebration. Barring that 
kind of introspection, perhaps 
we should simply be thankful 
for the benefits we take pleasure 
in as Canadians – including the 
chance to make much-needed 
improvements without (as much) 
partisan vitriol – and to enjoy 
ourselves this Canada Day week-
end.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

Ethiopia’s Prime Min-
ister Abiy Ahmed is 
a very lucky man. He 

has survived three attempts 
to kill or overthrow him in 
the past year.

Last June he escaped 
unhurt in a grenade attack 
that killed one and wound-
ed scores at a political rally. 
In October his office in the 
capital, Addis Ababa, was 
surrounded by angry sol-
diers who threatened to kill 
him over low pay, but he 
talked them down. And last 
Saturday he emerged un-
scathed from an attempted 
military coup. 

It was a very serious at-
tempt. In the capital, Gener-
al Se’are Mekonnen was shot 
dead by his own bodyguard, 
as was another general who 
was visiting his home. Abiy 
had made Se’are the chief of 

Ethiopia is home 
to Abiy the Lucky

staff of the Ethiopian army, 
a controversial appoint-
ment, only a year ago.

At the same time anoth-
er of Abiy’s appointees, 
Ambachew Mekonnen, the 
governor of the key Amhara 
region, was murdered to-
gether with his top adviser 
in the region’s capital, Bahir 
Dar. It was clearly a quite 
broad plot, but its coordi-
nation must have been off. 
Police are still rounding up 
suspected plotters, and Abiy 
Ahmed was still prime min-

With turnabout being fair play, Doug Ford ups the ante on his plans to reduce education costs, invoking an endless summer for some.

“It’s important that we spay and neuter as many animals 
as possible to reduce the number of unwanted animals 
who end up homeless on the streets, trying to survive. 
This new mobile unit will also serve as an important 
educational tool to help pets live longer, healthier 
lives by educating pet owners about the importance 
of routine veterinary care with a local veterinarian.” 

Daryl Vaillancourt of the Ontario SPCA points to 
the need for services such as the new Mobile Ani-
mal Wellness Services trailer rolled out this week.

Ontario Ombudsman Paul Dubé reports his office 
handled a 30% surge in complaints in the past year, 
with 27,419 received in 2018-19. The increase was the 
result not only of political change, but of a range of is-
sues, from social assistance recipients to transgender 
and Indigenous inmates to journalists. The opening 
of the online-only Ontario Cannabis Store (OCS) 
prompted more than 2,400 complaints, for instance.

SEE DYER | 07

GWYNNE DYER 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

VERBATIM THE MONITOR



COMMENT & OPINION  | 07THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2019 |  THE OBSERVER 

LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Tourism can be too much of a good thing, and often it is

U nlikely to become an 
overtouristed destination, 
Waterloo Region does oc-

casionally experience vestiges 
of what is becoming an issue in 
actual tourist destinations: over-
crowding. While that’s seen here 
only in small areas during the 
outdoor events and festivals that 
flourish in the summer – the likes 
of the blues fest in Kitchener, for 
instance – the flocks of visitors are 
more problematic in places rang-
ing from Paris to Machu Picchu.

So many of us are trying 
for life experiences – with the 
self-aggrandizing selfies to prove 
it – that the world’s hotspots are 
overrun with tourists, making 
life miserable for the inhabitants, 
despoiling the environment and, 
irony of ironies, degrading the 
tourist experience itself.

Even Mount Everest is littered 
with the debris of a backlog of 
climbers, would-be or otherwise. 

Though many of the jobs aren’t 
particularly good ones, the tour-
ism industry is one area of the 
economy that has seen growth. 
The industry notes travel and 
tourism account for about 10 per 
cent of GDP, creating about one 
in five new jobs in the past five 
years. Around the planet, there 
are some two billion tourist ar-
rivals each year, a number that 
has been growing by about six 
per cent annually. 

Such numbers are notable, and 
also the reason for the growth 
in talk about overtourism, with 
many destinations simply sur-
passing their capacity to deal 
with the influx of visitors. 

Capacity is a relative thing, 
of course. Paris has better in-
frastructure for coping with the 
line-ups to climb the Eiffel Tow-
er or visit the Louvre, while Bora 
Bora isn’t similarly equipped. 
Both have problems, just at a dif-
ferent scale. No matter what the 
number involved, there comes 
a tipping point. Once reached, 
the quality of life for residents is 
diminished, tourists complain 
about overcrowding and, in the 
worst-case scenarios, the en-

vironment that draws so many 
people ends up being sullied or 
destroyed, the proverbial victim 
of its own success.

Having been part of the prob-
lem in places like Venice (30 
million visitors last year) and 
Amsterdam (18 million), I’ve 
seen the draw, and witnessed the 
crowds. While enjoying the old-
town areas of European cities, 
I’ve many times commented on 
how it must be both lovely and 
unworkable to live in such plac-
es, for instance.

The overtourism moniker 
having been coined, the tourism 
industry now has the issue on its 
radar: nobody wants to see the 
golden goose fly the coop. That, 
of course, is part of the problem 
– there’s money to be made, and 
officials generally all subscribe 
to the more-is-better philosophy 
when it comes to growth, tourism 
included. 

But recognizing there’s a prob-
lem, World Travel & Tourism 
Council (WTTC) has been shin-
ing a light on the issue. Starting 
with ‘Managing Overcrowding in 
Tourism Destinations’ report in 
2017, the council has been doing 
research into the matter. Its latest 
study, ‘Destination 2030,’ looks at 
the preparedness of 50 cities when 
it comes to future tourism growth.

“Cities and city tourism drive 
both country and sector growth 
on a significant scale. Cities are 
global hubs accelerating busi-
ness, innovation and job creation 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

all around the world. Today, over 
half (55%) of the of the world’s 
population lives in urban areas 
and this proportion is expected 
to rise to 68% by 2050. Forecasts 
show that urbanisation and pop-
ulation growth could add an-
other 2.5 billion people to urban 
areas by 2050,” says the report. 
“According to research, of the 
1.4 billion international visitors 
crossing borders in 2018 for tour-
ism purposes, 45% are travelling 
to visit cities. Furthermore, 
international arrivals to the 300 
largest city travel destinations 
accounted for over half a billion 
trips last year.”

The index separates the tourist 
destinations into five categories, 
ranging from those areas on the 
cusp of growth to the more sea-
soned tourist spots already deal-
ing with capacity issues. 

It’s ‘Emerging Performers’ and 
‘Dawning Developers’ categories 

tend to be in emerging countries, 
with a lower level of urban read-
iness – the likes of Bogota, Cairo, 
Delhi, and Istanbul. To improve 
their readiness, efforts should be 
focused on developing and en-
hancing urban infrastructure such 
as airport connectivity, accommo-
dation stock and addressing en-
vironmental issues such as waste 
and water quality, the study finds.

‘Mature Performers’ and ‘Bal-
anced Dynamics’  represent 
cities with an established urban 
readiness and tourism infra-
structure, but which are not yet 
seeing many overt signs of tour-
ism pressure in the comparable 
data. Examples include New 
York, London, Auckland, Berlin 
and Hong Kong.

European and North American 
cities such as Amsterdam, Barce-
lona, and San Francisco occupy 
the whole ‘Managing Momentum’ 
category. These cities have, in 
recent years, seen high tourism 
growth momentum but at the 
same time have either experi-
enced tourism pressures or are at 
the risk of facing potential issues.

Some spots are already vic-
tims of their popularity, while 
others may find themselves in 
that position. Every time we jet 
off for our own taste of those 
destinations, we’re adding to the 
problem, like it or not. 

Foreign travel is increasingly 
accessible, and many of us are 
joining in. That’s particularly 
true in some emerging countries, 
where people have come into 
more buying power, adding to 
the teeming throngs at popular 
tourist spots. All told, the trend 
is wreaking havoc on the resi-
dents and infrastructure of fre-
quented cities and overburden-
ing fragile ecosystems at some 
of the most beautiful – and envi-
ronmentally important – spots 
on earth, from the Great Barrier 
Reef to Antarctica. 

With summer travel season 
kicking into gear, such facts are 
another reminder of the toll we 
take on the planet, even in what 
we’re told is a good thing: tourism. 

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

ister on Monday.
That is a very good thing, 

because Abiy Ahmed is 
Ethiopia’s best chance of 
breaking the cycle of tyr-
annies that has blighted its 
modern history. It is Africa’s 
second-biggest country (102 
million people) and one of 
the world’s fastest-growing 
economies, but its politics 
has been cursed.

In the past century it 
has gone from a medieval 
monarchy to rule by foreign 
fascists (it was conquered 
by Mussolini’s Italy in the 
1930s), and then back to an 
only slightly less medieval 
tyranny for another thirty 
years – until a Marxist-led 
military coup in 1974.

The ‘Derg’ junta mur-

dered the emperor and half 
a million other Ethiopians 
– mostly the better educat-
ed ones – in a ‘Red Terror’ 
that fell short of the Khmer 
Rouge’s ‘killing fields,’ but 
not by much. Then, after 
almost two decades, the 
Soviet Union collapsed, the 
foreign aid to the Commu-
nists stopped, and the Reds 
were overthrown in their 
turn in 1991.

The victor that time was 
a coalition of ethnic rebel 
groups, militarised and bru-
talised by a long guerrilla 
war against the Derg, who 
slid quickly into the seats 
of power and remained 
there comfortably until last 
year. The political killings 
declined, but the tyranny 
they protected did not – un-

til suddenly, last year, they 
handed the whole mess over 
to Abiy Ahmed. 

They did so because the 
mess was getting out of 
hand. Ethiopia is a very 
complicated country: four 
major ethnic groups, all of 
which have fought each oth-
er in the course of the coun-
try’s long history, and a litter 
of smaller ethnic groups 
as well. The country is also 
divided between a Christian 
majority and a big Muslim 
minority.

To make matters worse, 
one of the larger ethnic 
groups, the Tigrayans, 
dominated the military and 
intelligence services, and 
therefore the regime as a 
whole – and there was no 
shred of democracy any-

where in the system. There 
were pro forma elections, 
but in the last ones, in 2015, 
not a single opposition 
candidate won a seat in par-
liament. 

The longer the Tigrayans 
dominated at the centre, the 
more unpopular the federal 
government became, and 
meanwhile the country’s re-
lentless population growth 
intensified the land disputes 
between rival ethnic groups. 
Since 2015 some three 
million Ethiopians have 
become internal refugees, 
mainly due to struggles over 
land.

So in April 2018, in des-
peration, the ruling Ethio-
pian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front handed 
the prime ministership over 

 �DYER:  Ethopian prime minister has been beset on all sides, but he still represents the best hope for positive change
FROM 6 to Abiy Ahmed. 

Abiy is certainly a ‘child of 
the party,’ which he joined 
at 15, but he is a reformer 
who can be all things to all 
people. His father was Mus-
lim, his mother was Chris-
tian. As an Oromo, he comes 
from the lowest rungs of the 
Ethiopian ethnic pecking 
order. (No Oromo has ever 
held such high office be-
fore.) He is fluent in Afaan 
Oromo, Amharic, Tigrinya 
and English. And he is a 
very modern man.

He knew he had to move 
fast, so he immediately end-
ed the state of emergency 
and changed almost all the 
senior military command-
ers. He appointed a cabinet 
that was half-female, plus 
women as president and as 

head of the Supreme Court.
He released thousands of 

political prisoners. He freed 
the media, made the leader 
of an opposition party head 
of the Electoral Board, and 
put her in charge of organiz-
ing free elections in 2020.

He made peace and re-
opened the border with 
Eritrea after 20 years of hot 
and cold war. He has done 
pretty well everything he 
could think of, and he did it 
in little over a year. And yet 
he is still in a very precari-
ous position.

It could not be otherwise. 
He is trying to free a big, 
complex, traumatized coun-
try from a century of dread-
ful history, and the odds, of 
course, are against him. But 
he’s not down yet.
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: www.observerxtra.com/score

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

Breslau’s Cole Schwindt, a forward with the Mississau-
ga Steelheads, was selected in the third round (81st 
overall) by the Florida Panthers during last weekend’s 
NHL draft in Vancouver. Also o�  to Florida is Kitchener 
Rangers centre Greg Meireles, who was selected in 
the sixth round.

Ahead of its Canada Day festivities at Gore Park in 
Elmira, Woolwich is o� ering up a chance for a refresh-
ing dip at the WMC pool. There will be free swimming 
available from 1-3 p.m.

OFF TO THE SHOW DIVING IN

HITTING THE ROAD

BT700 Bikepacking event to take riders from St. Jacobs on a 715-kilometre trek around Ontario

Ready to Crush Gravel? Or Let Gravel Crush You?
BY FAISAL ALI
fali@woolwichobserver.com

An off-road adventure 
awaits riders at the upcom-
ing BT700 Bikepacking, 
which kicks off in St. Ja-
cobs in just two weeks. A 
massive tour of the Ontario 
countryside, the BT700 
will take riders through 
the green places of Ontario 
along a pre-prepared route 
that is not for the faint of 
heart.

The 715-km route was 
put together by organizer 
and Waterloo resident Mat-
thew Kadey, with an eye 
towards taking riders off 
the beaten path.

“In the last couple years, 
I've been scouting and rid-
ing more of the trails and 
gravel roads in Southwest-
ern Ontario, and decided 
to put together this big 
loop that people can ride,” 
says Kadey. The event is 
loosely structured, with 
riders able to join in at 
their leisure, or download 
the map and save it for an-
other day.

“People can ride it at any 
time of year they like. It 
just happens that in July 
there's kind of one big 
event where a bunch of 
riders are going to be leav-
ing at the same time to try 
to tackle the route,” says 
Kadey. “It's kind of cool, 
because it brings people 
from outside the area to 
parts of Woolwich Town-
ship that's got some really 
nice riding.”

Riders will be taking 
their marks in St. Jacobs, 
before embarking on a tour 
that will take riders to the 
northern points of Port 
Elgin, Owen Sound and 

Meaford, and deep into the 
green interior in between. 
Even lifelong Ontario resi-
dents may be surprised by 
the places they discover as 
the route rolls through ar-
eas like Paisley, Walkerton, 
Flesherton, Mulmur, Mono 
and Palgrave.

The vast majority of the 
route is along trails and 
gravel, with the odd sliver 
of pavement connecting a 
few places along the way.

“I did a lot of scouting 
missions here and further 

up north... It took a lot 
of work to try to find out 
how to link all these grav-
el roads and trails and I 
guess what we'd call road 
allowances, or unassumed 
roads,” says Kadey. “As 
soon I was able to piece 
those all together, I just 
came up with the route 
website, and just started 
promoting it.”

In creating his off-road 
adventure, Kadey looked 
out for several elements, 
including natural beauty, 

interesting new towns and 
villages, and challenges 
that riders could be eased 
into. The earlier sections of 
the BT700 will take riders 
along mostly flat sections, 
allowing them to break in 
a bit before dialing up the 
difficulty with more chal-
lenging sections.

“Some people have al-
ready tried the route and 
say it’s really beautiful 
and really challenging,” he 
notes.

Kadey is a keen cyclist 

and off-roader, and says he 
was motivated to organize 
the event to share these 
seldom travelled trails 
with others. So last year, 
he began to put his plan 
into action.

“I realized that these 
types of tours and routes, 
like the off-road, there 
weren't really anything 
in Ontario too much, or 
eastern Canada even,” he 
says. “It's pretty much by 
Western North America. 
So I really wanted to put 

something together that 
would give people who live 
in southern Ontario some-
thing close to home that 
they could try as well.

“Not a lot of people have 
the effort or the time or 
stamina to put together a 
715-km that doesn't use too 
many paved roads, he says 
with laugh. So I thought I 
had a bit of time to do that, 
so that's what I set forth to 
do. The feedback so far has 
been amazing. People are 
really happy to have some-
thing like this.”

The event is free to 
participate in, with riders 
being responsible for their 
own safety and lodgings. 
Kadey encourages partici-
pants to register, however, 
as he has created lists of 
places to stay along the 
route that he is willing to 
share. The tour can take 
between three to seven 
days depending on par-
ticipants’ pace, so the list 
gives several recommenda-
tions where riders can stop 
and rest.

The BT700 – which 
stands for ‘Butter Tart 700’, 
for the delicious dessert 
that riders will see on offer 
along the way – departs 
from Block Three Brewing 
in St. Jacobs on Sunday, 
July 14. Riders can register 
online at www.bt700.ca.

But why butter tarts? 
Kadey explains: “I want 
a rallying point around 
this route, so I thought the 
butter tart,” he says. “Now-
adays it seems so ubiqui-
tous: any bakery or coun-
try store you go to along 
the route, it's like butter 
tart, butter tart, butter tart. 
So it's kind of a natural 
thing to rally around.” 

We’d love to share them in the next 
sports section.    Submit them online.

GET IT IN THEGOT SCORES?

observerxtra.com/score

Taking the scenic route is part and parcel of the BT700 circuit of central Ontario. [SUBMITTED]
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CANADIAN-MADE
furniture sale15

up to

OFF
%15

SOFAS • LOVESEATS • RECLINERS • BEDS • MATTRESSES • TABLES
FURNITURE & DESIGN

19 Arthur Street S, Elmira 

63 Arthur St S -Unit 3
Elmira, ON N3B 2M6 

519-669-2090
mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org

Mikeharrismpp.ca

Happy Canada Day
from my family to yours.

STEVE GALEA
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

L ately, and much to 
the dismay of my 
stylist, I have been 

wearing my shirts tucked 
inside my pants.

Right now, many of you 
are probably thinking, 
“What? You have a styl-
ist?”

I understand complete-
ly. I didn’t even know I 
had one until yesterday 
when Jenn said, “Don’t 
wear your shirt tucked in. 
It looks awful.”

To which I responded, 
“What are you? My stylist?”

And that’s when I found 
out I had one. 

I bet if you start wear-
ing your shirt tucked in, 
you will discover you 
have one too. 

I think we can all agree 

NOT-SO-GREAT OUTDOORSMAN

Shirt fashion and the great outdoors
few things in today’s 
fashion world are as con-
troversial as how a person 
wears a shirt. 

Most people current-
ly believe the only way 
to wear a shirt is in the 
lazy, unkempt way, with 
it hanging all will-nilly 
and flapping in the breeze 
outside of your pants. I 
believe this took hold be-
cause it was one less thing 
to do in the morning. 

But, mark my words, 
one day historians will 
view this one of humani-
ty’s greatest blunders.

The shirt in/shirt out 
argument has been going 
on pretty well since the 
invention of pants. Prior 
to that, the argument was 
strictly about appropriate 

shirt length. 
When I was growing up, 

an untucked shirt was an 
aberration. No one wore 
their shirts untucked 
unless they had a broken 
zipper, a noticeable tear 
in the back of their pants 
or were recently surprised 
by a bear – all of which 
required this drastic sort 
of cover up.

Oh sure, there was the 
odd time when a man 

wore an undersized shirt 
outside of his pants be-
cause he had said some-
thing stupid to his wife, 
like, “How difficult can 
doing your own laundry 
be?”

Otherwise, you tucked 
your shirt into your pants 
the way good soldiers and 
business people do or you 
heard about it from your 
father.

Now, that anarchy has 
pretty well taken hold, 
shirts are worn outside 
of pants as a matter of 
course – just like they 
were prior to the collapse 
of the Roman Empire.

As an outdoorsman, I 
believe we have got this 
all wrong.

Sure, wearing your shirt 

untucked certainly bene-
fits people provides great 
insurance against wedgies 
or getting pantsed, both 
of which are important 
considerations for out-
doorsmen. And it also al-
lows a person to hide that 
tramp stamp of Yosemite 
Sam holding two smoking 
six shooters, which is, re-
grettably, not as timeless 
as they once thought it 
would be. 

But there is a down 
side too. For instance, I 
think we can all agree this 
untucked shirt craze has 
been bad for the belt knife 
industry, which used to be 
a major fashion accessory 
for outdoorsmen. Also, if 
you wear your shirt un-
tucked, what’s the point 

of even wearing a mallard 
or white-tailed buck belt 
buckle?

For outdoorsmen, 
however, the best reason 
for tucking in a shirt is 
to prevent mosquitoes, 
ticks and black flies – all 
of which, love nothing 
better than crawling up 
an unsecured shirt – from 
having easy access to your 
torso.

Trust me, the simple 
act of tucking in your 
shirt can stop this from 
happening and save you 
from scratching multiple 
itches. This is worth all 
the odd looks you will 
get. 

And, as an added bonus, 
it will drive your stylist 
nuts.
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Since 
1926

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS • FARM LANEWAYS • SAND & GRAVEL

1-800-265-87641-800-265-87641-800-265-8764FREE
ESTIMATES

P.O. BOX 40, MOOREFIELD, ON  NOG 2K0

$5.99

CAP ON
BEEF BRISKET

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

/lb Reg.$7.49 /lb

$4.99/lb Reg.$5.89 /lb

Reg.$5.99 /lb

We carry locally raised lamb
ready for your BBQ

DELI SLICED

REGULAR TURKEY SAUSAGE

SMOKED TURKEY BREAST

$4.99
/lb

PICKING A WIENER

The fifth annual Ren’s Pets Wiener Dog Races at Grand River Raceway is set for July 5, with registration now up for the 30 available spots. The three 
qualifying heats of wiener dog races will be contested consecutively starting at 8 p.m. The top three finishers from each dash will advance to the race 
final at 8:45 p.m. All races are 20 metres in length. The photo shows last year's ultimate winner, Dash, owned by Katie Sudds and Brian Hardy of Tavis-
tock. [DAVE LANDRY PHOTOGRAPHY]

Council rules out permanent closure, with community pushing for time to deal with the safety issues that have arisen

Wellesley skateboarders save local skate park, at least for now

BY FAISAL ALI
fali@woolwichobserver.com

The Wellesley village skate 
park is getting a new lifeline 
after the intervention of a 
group of youth and commu-
nity members at Tuesday’s 
council meeting. 

Hearing that their be-
loved park was facing clo-
sure after failing to pass a 
safety inspection on multi-
ple counts, the group urged 
councillors to find another 
way.

The support received a 

The skate park temporarily closed due to safety concerns, with the township 
now prepared to await repairs. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Advocates for the skate park were out in numbers for Tuesday night's Wellesley council meeting. [FAISAL ALI]

sympathetic hearing from 
Wellesley councillors, who 
decided to hold off on a 
final decision on the park 
until alternative could be 
looked at.

“You know, we deal with 
a lot of issues and not even 
of the fraction of the peo-
ple come out,” said Coun. 
Herb Neher. “So obviously 
this tells me that this is 
an important park for the 
community. And I think 
we should be very careful 
before we make these deci-
sions. Going forward, may-

be the best thing to do is 
look at different options and 
working with these groups.”

The decision won a round 
of applause from the crowd, 
as spectators waited with 
bated breath for the verdict. 
The skate park lived to fight 
another day, though it will 
still remain closed until 
the safety issues can be ad-
dressed.

A safety inspection of the 
park, which is made up of 
the half pipe and quarter 
pipe ramps located in the 
Wellesley arena parking lot, 
found several issues with 
both structures, which had 
been built and funded with 
a combination of volunteer 
and township efforts.

The half pipe needed 
railings installed, splintered 
panels replaced, new lad-
ders and other maintenance 
work, said the report from 
Jeff Elliot Playground In-
spections, which was hired 
to inspect the township’s 
playgrounds and recreation 
equipment. The quarter 
pipe ramp was also in need 
of new safety and mainte-
nance work.

Those were issues the 
park supporters said they 
were willing to help deal 
with, including by raising 
money to support the work.

The half pipe ramp was 
also facing “extensive dam-
age” after being struck by 
a township snowplow last 
winter, and has been closed 
since then. One member of 
the audience suggested the 
onus of repairing the plow 
damage was on the town-
ship, drawing agreement 
from Coun. Carl Smit.

But the location of the 
half pipe was also consid-
ered to be a problem, and 
a new home needed to 
be found for it, the report 
said. The ramp was set too 

close to the outside brick 
wall of the Wellesley arena, 
opening up the township 
to potential liabilities if 
someone fell into the wall. 
The structure was also too 
close to a nearby gas meter 
which, again, would put the 
responsibility on the town-
ship if someone got hurt.

“So we’re dealing with li-
abilities,” said Neher. “Once 
you are made aware that 
there is a potential problem 
there and we don’t fix it and 
we ignore it, the liabilities 
are pretty bad for the town-
ship.”

“Unfortunately when 
inspections are done, some-
times the results aren’t what 
you hope for,” noted town-
ship recreation director 
Danny Roth, who suggested 
a new home could be found 
for the ramp at the new 
parkland being developed 
by the township on Queens 
Bush Road and Hutchinson 
Road.

However, the group were 
concerned that it could be 
years before the parkland 
was ready for use, a point 
councillors agreed was like-

ly the case.
“How many years is it go-

ing to be before we have this 
parkland up and running? I 
don’t want these kids to not 
have a skateboard park for 
five years. We don’t know if 
it's ever going to go further, 
the regionalization and stuff 
like that,” he added, allud-
ing to concerns that the 
provincial government was 
considering amalgamating 
the region’s municipalities 
into a single government.

“I know a lot of people 
have been really missing 
it this year. A lot of people 
have been contacting me 
saying, ‘hey, do you know 
what’s going on with the 
ramp,’” said  Ian McRuer, 
who came to speak to coun-
cillors as a delegate. McRuer 
has been the primary figure 
involved with building, 
maintaining and now ad-
vocating for, the skate park 
structures.

McRuer said he’d taken 
put in a lot of work over the 
years and some personal 
expense to keeping the park 
in shape. Three years ago, 
McRuer noted about $8,000 

to $10,000 had been invest-
ed into the structure for ad-
ditional upgrades, with the 
idea that it would continue 
to be used by the people of 
Wellesley for years to come.

“I just think it’s a shame 
if we’re going to put all that 
money in, it’s only been a 
few years only just to have it 
removed, and I really don’t 
want to see that happen,” 
said McRuer. “And yeah, 
I think it’s been the most 
popular feature of all the 
skate park stuff. Like all the 
stuff we have there, it’s been 
the thing that gets used to 
most. People come from all 
over the place to ride it. I 
know there’s a lot of people 
here tonight who are here 
because they care about it, 
and they want to show sup-
port for it staying.”

The skate park got its re-
prieve, but the more work is 
needed to be done. The next 
steps will see the township 
working with McRuer and 
the skate park supporters to 
find a new home for ramps, 
as well as come up with es-
timates on the costs for the 
repairs.
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
fi ring? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: observerxtra.com/enterprise

Some proceeds from Ottawa’s carbon tax will go to 
help reduce energy-related costs and greenhouse 
gas emissions. Some $60 million is up for grabs in 
2019-20 under the Climate Action Incentive Fund. 
Schools and school boards interested in participating 
in the proposed program are encouraged to contact 
their provincial governments for more details on how 
to apply.

A new report shows the legalization of cannabis 
brought in less revenue than the federal government 
expected, in part due to problems with the rollout. 
Altogether, revenues from these taxes totaled $186 
million in the fi rst six months. That amount captures 
only tax revenues and does not include additional 
government earnings from the crown corporations in 
charge of retail and wholesale sales. Total government 
cannabis revenues grew by 36% in Q1, indicating that 
at least some of the rollout issues have been resolved.

ENERGY INCENTIVES CANNABIS CASH

It turns out even an 
endorsement from the 
U.S. was not enough to 

sway votes on Sunday for 
the next United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO) director 
general.

As the vote drew closer, 
the U.S. increasingly got 
behind candidate Davit 
Kirvalidze from the former 
Soviet republic of Georgia, 
hosting a reception for 
him to very publicly show 
support. 

But U.S. support didn’t 
change the outcome, not 
by a long shot.

When the ballots were 
counted, Dr. Qu Dongyu of 
China emerged victorious, 
receiving 108 votes out of 
191 cast, constituting a ma-
jority in the first round.

It turns out Kirvalidze 
didn’t have a chance, de-
spite running a sincere, 
substantive campaign 
that heavily promoted his 
grassroots as a potato farm-
er. In fact, he was trounced 
– he only received 12 votes. 
A candidate from France, 
Catherine Geslain-Laneel-
le, received the rest.

So what happened?
First, it appears dele-

gates thought they had a 
lot more to gain by siding 
up to a global superpower 
more likely to maintain 
FAO’s status quo, than to 
support a self-professed re-
former like Kirvalidze who 
was adamant that he was 
going to shake things up. 

They’ll get what they 
asked for in Qu Dongyu, a 
biologist by training, the 
current vice-minister of 
Agriculture and Rural Af-
fairs of China and China’s 

Will FAO election be 
a turning point for 

China-Canada talk?

first FAO director general.
In his victory speech, Qu 

said he will be “committed 
to [FAO’s] original aspira-
tion, mandate and mis-
sions of the organization.” 

In other words, he’s plan-
ning to hold the line.

As well, he said, he will 
“uphold the principles of 
fairness, openness, justice 
and transparency. Let us 
join hand-in-hand to build 
the dynamic FAO for the 
better world.” 

Now, Canadian farmers 
who are being burned by 
China’s mean-spirited boy-
cott of canola and pork – a 
boycott weakly masquerad-
ing as a food security mea-
sure by China – will find it 
hard to swallow an official 
from China claiming to 
champion fairness and oth-
er such admirable traits.

And further, how can a 
candidate from a country 
that blatantly and arbi-
trarily retaliates against 
Canada for upholding in-
ternational law (i.e. Meng 
Wanzhou’s extradition 
arrest) have credibility in 
what is supposed to a glob-
ally just organization like 
the FAO? 

An optimist might think 
Qu’s election will force 
China to look in the mirror. 
After all, with him in place 
as leader of the FAO, China 

ROBERTS | 12

Block Three Brewing's Graham Spence welcomes a shakeup of the Beer Store monopoly. [VERONICA REINER]

Local brewers support loosening restrictions on sale of suds as province takes aim
at Beer Store monopoly despite criticisms about the potential costs to break deal

"The Soviets called. They 
want their retail store back'

BY FAISAL ALI
fali@woolwichobserver.com

In the market for a two-
four? Chances are your first 
and only stop would be 
at any of the 450 private-
ly-run Beer Store locations 
across the province. The 
most ubiquitous source of 
our purchased suds is also, 
by government writ, the 
only place where Ontarians 
can reliably pick up their 
beer in quantities above 
a six pack. But that might 
soon be changing.

The Ford government 
has tabled legislature to 
terminate its contracts 
with the Beer Store, in a 
move being welcomed by 
local craft brewers in Wa-
terloo Region. While wary 
of the potential financial 
penalties to the province of 
backing out of its contract 
early, craft brewers keen to 
see the end of a monopoly 
that they say serves little 
benefit for taxpayers and 
local businesses alike.

“I definitely think that 
there needs to be some 
changes to the way the 
alcohol system works in 
Ontario,” said Graham 
Spence, co-owner of the St. 
Jacobs-based Block Three 
Brewing Company. “We 
have an unfair disadvan-
tage here where our com-
petitors, which are the big 
breweries, have owned the 
retail system. They have 
a monopoly on the retail 
system.”

Unlike the LCBO, which 
is a Crown corporation, the 
Beer Store is a privately BEER STORE | 12

BREWERS RETAILING

owned enterprise. Owner-
ship is overwhelming split 
between just three multi-
national brewing compa-
nies: Molson Coors (which 
stakes a 51 per cent own-
ership in the Beer Store), 
Labatt (parent company 
Anheuser Busch at 45 per 
cent) and Sleeman (Sap-
poro, four per cent), with 
about 30 more brewers in 

the mix as “non-material 
stakeholders.”

Despite being primarily 
owned by just three for-
eign brewing companies, 
the Beer Store is obligated 
to offer fair space on its 
shelves to beers beyond 
just Molson, Labatt and 
Sleeman. And yet, local 
brewers complain of being 
shuttered out of Beer Store 

locations, which they say 
offers an almost negligi-
ble volume of sales when 
compared to every other 
avenues, such as in grocery 
stores and the LCBO.

Block Three Brewing, for 
example, sells its products 
at seven Beer Store loca-
tions. “But to be honest, 
we don’t really sell much 

Being in the paper is one of life’s
highlights.  Relive it with a reprint.

GET IT IN THEWe have photos to share.

observerxtra.com/photo-reprints

Being in the paper is one of life’s
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observerxtra.com/
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Mon-Wed     9-6
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BRUBACHER
519-669-3349
7 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA

Est. 1940

20-60%20-60%
OFF ALL SUMMER
FOOTWEAR

& HANDBAGS
*

*

EXCLUDING BIRKENSTOCKS, MEPHISTO & FINN COMFORT

STARTS JULY 2ND

519-669-3349
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Delilah Keating – $400 Cash 
(Catholic Women’s League)
Bill Strauss – $350 (Knights of Columbus)                       
Joyce Zinger – Alpine Wool Rug 
(Ken & Sheila Kurtz)
Helen Mank – Twin Sister Sue Hand-Quilted 
Quilt (Joanne Colombo)
Rosemary McCormick – 3 in 1 Bagless/-
Cordless Stick Vacuum 
(Elmira Vacuum & Electrical)

Monique Conlin – $250 
(Dreisinger Funeral Home Ltd.)
Ray Denomme – $200 (Resurfice)
Pat Stortz – $200 (Stirling Doors)
Shelley Deyell – Cedar Kitchissippi 
Lawn Chair 
(Iris & Adrian Miltenburg)
Cecilia Moser – Quilt Hanger 
(Anonymous)

Brian’s Photo Inc. 
Crossroads Family Restaurant Ltd.
Dreisinger Funeral Home Ltd.
Elmira Gift Outlet
Elmira Golf Club
Elmira Vacuum & Electrical 
Farmers Plus

The winner of the 50/50 draw was Marion Plantz.

Frey’s Flowers 
Guys & Dolls Salon & Spa
Iris & Adrian Miltenburg 
Joanne Colombo
Ken & Sheila Kurtz 
Kindred Credit Union
Knights of Columbus – Council 8192 

Premier Equipment Ltd.
Resurfice
Schelter Stockroom Supply Co.
Shoppers Drug Mart
St. Teresa of Avila C.W.L.
Stirling Doors

volume – we sell next to 
nothing through the Beer 
Store. If you went to most 
of those Beer Stores, you 
probably wouldn’t even 
know that our beer was 
there.”

Breaking down sales by 
location, Spence estimates 
that about 70 per cent of 
their beers are sold through 
their own location on King 
Street in St. Jacobs. Of the 
remaining 30 per cent, 
about half are sold to bars 
and restaurants, and the 
other half are sold at the 
LCBO. And just a tiny frac-
tion of sales, less than one 
per cent, are made through 
the Beer Store.

Steve Innocente, owner 
of the Innocente Brewing 
Company on Northfield 
Drive, just south of the 
Woolwich Township 
boundary, has seen similar 
poor returns at the Beer 
Store. Pulling up his sales 
number for April 2018 to 
2019, Innocente gives an 
rough breakdown of the 
craft brewery’s sales by 
venue.

“So 50 per cent of my 
sales are out the front – re-
tail sales – which is what 
I want because that’s my 
highest profit,” says Inno-
cente. A further 29 per cent 
go to bars and pubs. The 
LCBO contributed another 
14 per cent to his sales, 
while at grocery stores, 
such as Pym’s Village Mar-
ket in Wellesley village, 
Innocente made about 1.02 
per cent of his sales.

But at the Beer Store? 
Just 0.7 per cent – less than 
even the grocery stores 
which were only recently 
allowed to carry small 
quantities of beer to sell to 
the public.

Both craft brewers saw 
almost none of their prod-
ucts being sold at local 
Beer Stores, despite the fact 
that the Beer Store is where 
most people buy their beer. 
Seven out of ten beer sales 
are made at the Beer Store 
and On-site brewery retail 
stores, according to a gov-
ernment report, The Case 
for Change.

“What’s their incentive 
to sell our beer? They’re 

owned by multi-national 
breweries that are losing 
volume to craft breweries. 
So why would they even 
provide our beer?” asks 
Spence, adding that he 
does not believe the Beer 
Store fairly promotes its 
craft beers in its stores in 
comparison with the larger, 
more well-known brands.

The provincial govern-
ment charges that the Beer 
Store model, which has its 
roots going back 92 years 
in the province, is a relic 
of the post-prohibition 
attitudes. Though prohi-
bition was over in 1927, the 
government placed tight 
restrictions on the sale and 
purchasing of alcohol as 
a way of discouraging the 
public from consumption.

The system was inten-
tionally designed to be 
obtrusive, but “by the late 
1960s Ontarians were fed 
up with a retail system 
that treated them like 
criminals,” says the report, 
and governments began to 
loosen up restrictions. Now 
the government is arguing 
to scrap the system all to-
gether.

For Innocente, the 
move couldn’t come soon 
enough. “I’m all for it. Even 
if it costs us money, we 
have earned that right as 
taxpayers in the province 
of Ontario to be treated 

like adults with respect to 
being able to buy alcohol 
anywhere and everywhere. 
Just like the rest of the 
first-world.”

“It needed to go 90 years 
ago, and hopefully we can 
make it happen now,” he 
adds.

The Beer Store argues 
that it benefits Ontarians 
by keeping the price of beer 
down through lower oper-
ating costs. The company 
is run as a not-for-profit 
on a break-even system; 
brewers pay for space for 
their products on Beer 
Store shelves, and profits 
are reinvested back into 
the company. However, not 
included in the break-even 
designation is the profit 
Molson, Labatt and Slee-
man make in selling their 
own products at the stores 
they own.

The Beer Store did not 
respond to questions ahead 
of press time.

“Every time I have some-
one that’s coming from 
Britain,” says Innocente, 
“I always take them to one 
of the old fashioned beer 
stores, and they literally 
piss themselves laughing. 
They can’t believe that 
people in the West still or-
der alcohol like that. And 
they always say, well, ‘The 
Soviets called, they want 
their retail store back.’”

 BEER STORE: Craft brewers welcome any change that 
levels the playing field in getting their product to market

FROM 11

 ROBERTS: Chinese delegate at the head of FAO might 
be stifle change, or provide an opportunity to deal

FROM 11

can’t talk out of both sides 
of its mouth. It can’t be a 
global leader in addressing 
hunger and climate change 
– the FAO’s mandate – 
while simultaneously 
taking tyrannical positions 
against countries it needs 
as allies, such as Canada.

So, maybe the FAO out-

come represents a new op-
portunity for Canada to 
exert pressure on China to 
drop its politically motivat-
ed positions against Can-
ada. Nothing else is work-
ing. Our prime minister 
can’t even get his Chinese 
equivalent on the phone. 

With China’s profile and 
self-professed promise as 

an honest-broker in the 
world’s eyes, the door to 
a different way of dealing 
with China may be on the 
horizon. I wouldn’t doubt 
if that’s what 108 countries 
were hoping for when they 
voted for Qu, thinking that 
otherwise they might be 
next in line to be smacked 
around, like us. 

The current system hasn't been particularly helpful to small craft brewers, 
says Graham Spence. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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For new and prospective sheep and goat farmers 
looking to get into the business, there’s an Introduc-
tion to Small Ruminant Production workshop at the 
University of Guelph on July 5. Each course is a full-
day workshop and the registration fee includes a light 
lunch, all course materials and farm tour(s). Contact 
the Ontario Sheep Farmers at 519-836-0043 or mail 
admin@ontariosheep.org.

The Plant Canada 2019 event is set for July 7-10 at 
the University of Guelph. It brings together seven 
plant science societies to highlight technological 
innovations and to foster discovery and collaboration 
under the theme ‘Communicating Innovation in Plant 
Science’. Information at registration online at www.
cspb-scbv.ca/PlantCanada2019.

GETTING SHEEPISH GETTING PLANTED

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

63 Union St., Elmira 
www.rytechmachine.ca

Federal funding to boost Canada's organic food industry

OTHER OPTIONS

The Canada Organic Trade 
Association (COTA) will 
receive $992,000 over three 
years through the Cana-
dian Agricultural Part-
nership’s Agri-Marketing 
Program, the federal gov-
ernment announced earlier 
this month.

The money will help 

Researchers are looking into ways to protect crops, including the use of agents such as orius insidiosus (inset). [SUBMITTED]

A standing army at the 
ready – that’s what is 
now possible for Canadi-
an growers to help them 
protect their crops thanks 
to recent work done by 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada (AAFC) research 
scientist Roselyne Labbé.

Labbé and her team at 
the Harrow Research and 
Development Centre have 
developed a more sustain-
able method to keep crops 
safe from pests. Typically, 
producers invest a signifi-
cant amount of their crop 
production costs towards 
purchasing and applying 
biological control agents to 
fight pests. Once they do 
their jobs; however, control 
agents tend to disappear 
from crops because their 
food (the pest) source is 
gone, the AAFC notes.

Labbé’s method for im-
proving crop establishment 
involves using supplemental 
foods to help sustain the 
beneficial insects that eat the 
pests. Moreover, it improves 
how long beneficial agents 
remain on the crop and al-
lows for a more preventative, 
rather than reactionary, ap-
proach to biocontrol.

“You wouldn’t get a pet 

Sustainable biocontrol agents are 
prepared to protect crops
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boost brand awareness for 
Canadian organic products 
through marketing efforts 
such as taking part in in-
ternational tradeshows, as 
well as facilitate incoming 
trade missions. It will 
also provide the technical 
assistance required for 
Canada to establish organic 

equivalency agreements 
with trade partners, and 
the trade advocacy to pro-
mote the “Canada Organic 
Brand” on the world stage.

“As the fastest-growing 
sector in Canadian agricul-
ture, this investment sup-
ports organic companies 
to expand to international 

markets to meet the global 
demand for Canadian or-
ganic products. The funds 
will also be dedicated 
towards the future devel-
opment of international 
equivalency arrangements, 
incoming buyer’s missions 
and a retailer training 
curriculum,” said Tia Lofts-

gard, COTA’s executive 
director in a release.

“With the government’s 
target of $75 billion in ag-
ricultural exports by 2025, 
it is crucial that booming 
sectors like organic be 
provided with equal op-
portunities to thrive in the 
global marketplace,” said 

Marie-Michéle LeMoine, 
COTA’s board secretary. 
“We are pleased to see 
government recognition 
and the need to step up to 
support and build on the 
impressive momentum of 
Canadian organics, keep-
ing our sector competitive 

A standing army at the ready
and not feed it, so why 
would we do that for our 
biocontrol agents? You 
have to support your or-
ganisms in some way until 
the natural introduction of 
pests occurs. In addition, 
growers can now provide 
resources for beneficial 
organisms that won’t cause 
additional problems for the 
crop,” says Labbé.

The team worked with 
two specific biocontrol 
agents – Orius insidiosus 
and Dicyphus hesperus, 
both insects eat harmful 
crop pests and are native 
to North America. Overall, 
the findings confirmed 
that Orius was effective at 
combating thrips invasions 
while Dicyphus worked 
well at suppressing white-
fly, in addition both of 
these predators were also 
known to eat other pests.

These two biocontrol 
agents were tested because 
of Orius’ capacity to es-
tablish on a range of crops 
(including pepper, cucum-
ber and ornamental crops) 
and Dicyphus’ ability to 
suppress pests on toma-
toes, which is a particularly 
tricky crop for getting 
establishment of certain 

biological control agents, 
including Orius.

“Tomatoes are toxic or 
physiologically difficult 
for many of the good bugs 
to establish on, so we need 
better ways to support the 
agents that will work well. 
By establishing popula-
tions of generalist preda-
tors, such as Dicyphus ear-
ly on, a grower can better 
prolong greenhouse crop 
protection,” she says.

Ephestia eggs and Ar-
temia cysts were the food 
sources that Dicyphus 
gravitated towards during 
testing. Artemia cysts are 
important because they 
improve Dicyphus estab-
lishment and are an inex-
pensive food source. On 
the other hand, Ephestia 
eggs are costly despite be-
ing very nutritious. In Ori-
us’ case, Ephestia eggs and 
pollen were the preferred 

food sources.
“Obviously, these types 

of foods have different 
values to the survival and 
establishment of different 
predator species. It was 
really important for us to 
be able to distinguish the 
relative values of these 
food types for predators 
frequently used in Canada, 
so that growers here could 
select the best foods with 
which to add value to their 

existing crop protection 
practices,” says Labbé.

Despite some additional 
details to be worked out, 
Labbé notes growers can 
begin to use this new tool 
right away. It is best to ap-
ply more nutritionally valu-
able foods, such as Ephes-
tia eggs, to the crop when 
the predators are initially 
released. Then, less expen-
sive foods such as pollen or 
Artemia can be used.
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CANADA DAY
W o o l w i c h  C e l e b r a t e s

JULY 1st 2019

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE  
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

390 Arthur St. S., Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.2015

(Hwy 86 & Rd. 21)

 

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

100 South Field Dr., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.4964

Have a Safe and Happy Canada Day

 ••3044 Sawmill Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.3711

JOIN OUR TEAM – email your resume to:
TBA.ElmiraApplications@toyota-boshoku.com

Proud to be part of Woolwich Community

gdraper@coldwellbankerpbr.com | 519.500.6004

519-742-5800 • 508 Riverbend Dr., Kitchener

PETER BENNINGER
REALTY, BROKERAGE

Independently Owned & Operated

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.5484

www.elmirainsurance.ca

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties

Turkeys
Ready-to-lay-pullets

18 Arthur St. N., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.2561

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045

Freight · Fertilizer · Seed 

48 Arthur St. S, Elmira | TEL: 519.669.1611

1-2633 Hergott Rd., St.Clements  | TEL: 519.699.1118

Happy Canada Day!

Hwy 7, Breslau | TEL: 519.648.2608

Happy Canada Day

150 Church St. W., Elmira | 519.669.5672

Providing 
Emergency and 

Preventative 
Health Care for 

your Horses, 
Pets and Farm 

Livestock
TEL: 519.747.2280

Fergus•Orangeville•Kitchener•Guelph | 1-866-822-9992 22 Church St. W., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5537

Mon. -  Fri. 8am - 8pm
Sat. 8am - 6pm ; Sun. 10-5pm

www.peakrealestate.com | 519-747-0231 24hrs

Independently Owned and Operated

Wendy Taylor
BROKER
wendy@wendytaylor1.com

HAPPY 
CANADA

DAY!
284 Union St., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5040

HAPPY CANADA DAY!

112 Oriole Pkwy., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.8234

Specializing in 
Paint & Wall 

coveringsDECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519-669-3658

1-3 PM FREE PUBLIC SWIM
(WOOLWICH MEMORIAL CENTRE)

4-7 PM GORE PARK ACTIVITIES 
(ARTHUR STREET ELMIRA)

• Live music by Jack & Danica 
sponsored by St. Jacobs Place

• "abraCANADAbra" magic 
show by Rick Rossini

SPONSORED BY
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www.groprolawncare.com | TEL: 519-669-1278

 

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

•33 Industrial Dr., Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.1591

 ••56 Howard Ave., Unit 1, Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.0264

•

Complete repairs to 
all cars and light trucks

100 Bonnie Cr., Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.1949

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology
to repair  your vehicle with
accuracy and confidence.

•30 Oriole Pkwy. E., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.4400

108 Bonnie Cres. Unit B, Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.2145Wellesley, Ontario | TEL: 519-656-3083

leis@bellnet.ca | www.murrayleisconstuction.com

6344 Line 86, RR#1 West Montrose   | 519-669-2129

Swimming Pools • Canoeing on the Grand • Fishing
Children's Play Area • Walk to Covered Bridge

Driving distance to MANY more activities & amenities

www.WESTMONTROSECAMP.com

West
Montrose
Family Camp

4 Herbert St., Elmira | 519.669.2540

SINCE 1955

dreisingerfuneralhome.com  | 519.669.2207

Commercial Tavern
The home of live country music

The

1303 Maryhill Rd., Maryhill  | TEL: 519.648.3644

A Unique Country Experience

HAPPY CANADA DAY!

75 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5655

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5403

OPEN ‘til Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

11 Arthur St. N., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.1653

Open 8am - 10pm, 7 days a week

39 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-8991

Sip & Bite
Home Cooking

www.amiattachments.com

www.woolwich.ca | TEL: 519.669.1647

Celebrate Canada’s  Birthday
Monday, July 1st 

1-3pm Free Public Swim  •  4-7pm Gore Park, Elmira

25-A Earl Martin Dr., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5377

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

ELMIRA
TRUCK 

SERVICE

• TRUCK & TRAILER MAINTENANCE 
• FUEL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

• QUALITY PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 
• TRUCK EXHAUST FABRICATION

• HYDRAULIC HOSE SERVICE

49 Industrial Dr., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.1631

•21 Industrial Dr., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.2884

4-7 PM GORE PARK ACTIVITIES 
(ARTHUR STREET ELMIRA)

• Live music by Jack & Danica 
sponsored by St. Jacobs Place

• "abraCANADAbra" magic 
show by Rick Rossini

• Elmira Fire Department
• Robin in the Hood
• Summer Camp Corner
• 6PM Ceremonies & Cake Cutting
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Improving soil health & biodiversity are key reasons 

Julia@cribit.comJulia@cribit.com 519-664-3701 ext. 70519-664-3701 ext. 70

Find the cover crop that’s right for you!

Protect soil from erosive forces of wind and rain – even small amounts 
of surface cover results in large reductions of soil erosion 
Add to the soil organic matter
Alleviate soil compaction
Increases in-season available N 

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-323235 Howard Ave.  Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

THERE’S A TOOL FOR THAT.

EXCAVATORS

100 Union St. Elmira  519-669-0524  www.woolwichrentals.ca

SIZED FOR YOUR JOB. BIG OR SMALL
Delivery Available.

SPECIALIZING IN:
• FERTILIZER (Agricultural & Commercial)
• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845

with our largest trading 
partners.

“We are grateful for the 
government’s ongoing sup-
port, and we look forward 
to our joint work aimed at 
strengthening the integrity 
and growth of the organ-
ic sector in Canada,” she 
added.

In January 2018, the 
government of Canada 
invested some $250,000 to 
help the Canadian General 
Standards Board (CGSB) 
complete their essential 
work on the standards. The 
review is done every five 
years to ensure produc-
tion methodologies reflect 
current practices and tech-
nological advancements 
being employed by the 

organic industry. 
As part of review, the 

CGSB will launch a 90-day 
public review in summer 
2019, to allow Canadians 
to analyze the proposed 
changes to the COS. Fol-
lowing the consultations, 
the technical committee, 
which is composed of ex-
perts from industry, gov-
ernment and other organic 
food associations, will vote 
in late 2019 on the amend-
ments to the current COS. 
The updated standards will 
be published by the CGSB 
in the fall.

Ottawa has also pro-
vided program support of 
approximately $300,000 
to the Organic Federation 
of Canada to help improve 
the review of the standards 

and the sector’s sustain-
ability. 

“Canadian organic 
farmers and food proces-
sors produce high quality 
products that meet the 
demands of consumers at 
home and abroad, while 
providing thousands of 
jobs across the country. 
Our commitment to help 
update the Standards and 
develop markets for Cana-
dian organic products will 
contribute to a strong and 
competitive organic in-
dustry,” says Marie-Claude 
Bibeau, minister of Agri-
culture and Agri-Food. 

“The Canadian Organic 
Standards, which have 
been adopted by thousands 
of producers, define envi-
ronmentally sound best 
practices for agricultural 
production in Canada. The 
public review will allow 
producers and consumers 
to validate our national 
organic standards and 
obtain noteworthy organic 
products. The Organic Fed-
eration of Canada thanks 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada for its support 
of the work to review the 
Canadian Organic Stan-
dards,” says Jim Robbins, 
president of the Organic 
Federation of Canada.

 �ORGANIC FOOD: Government funding will help 
producers set standards and develop new markets

FROM 13

Federal support will help get organic food into new markets.  [SUBMITTED]
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: observerxtra.com/showtime

The Stratford Festival was honoured as a national 
historic event during a ceremony last week organized 
by the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Can-
ada (HSMBC), where a commemorative plaque was 
unveiled at Stratford Festival Theatre. More than 700 
performances take place from May to October. The 
Stratford Festival has transformed the town’s cultural 
life for residents and visitors alike, with 500,000 
playgoers attending every year.

On a swing through Ontario this week, Red 
Deer’s Boots and The Hoots will make a stop 
in Maryhill tomorrow (Friday) for a show at the 
Commercial Tavern. Channelling the old-school 
sounds of Hank Williams, the trio features many 
a song about drinking, heartache and what 
follows, presented with more than a little humour. 

www.commercialtavern.com

AN HISTORIC FESTIVAL PUT ON YER BOOTS

ON STAGE /  LIVE THEATRE

With a cast that includes Advah Soudack, Morgan Yamada, Katie Ryerson and Kate Dion-Richard, Glory tells the story of the Preston Rivulettes.  [SUBMITTED]

Revisiting the Glory days of the Rivulettes
Drayton production tells the winning story of the Preston women’s hockey team that went on to great acclaim 

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

An upcoming production 
will shine a light on the 
inspiring journey of a Wa-
terloo Region hockey team 
whose efforts landed them 
in the Cambridge Sports 
Hall of Fame. 

Drayton Entertainment’s 
Glory, set in 1933, tells the 
story of four friends on the 
Preston Rivulettes hockey 
team, who overcome chal-
lenge after challenge, from 
discrimination to the Great 
Depression, to attain a win 
ratio of 95 per cent – a re-
cord unmatched in the his-
tory of women’s hockey. 

Katie Ryerson is taking 
on the role of Hilda Rans-
combe, the captain of the 
Preston Rivulettes, for the 
second time. 

“We don’t have enough 
coverage of female sports, 
and so therefore we don’t 
have enough coverage 
of those who were real-
ly spectacular in those 
sports. There is, of course, 
some written materials 
about Hilda and the Riv-
ulettes, but it’s definitely 
not mainstream knowl-
edge,” said Ryerson.

“I didn’t know about the 
team before I started re-
searching the play – I had 
no idea. Then you find out 
that this was one of Cana-
da’s most successful hock-
ey teams in history, regard-
less of gender. They won 
almost all of their games 
that they ever played – 
they were incredible.”

Two sets of sisters, in-
cluding Ranscombe and 
her sister Nellie (Morgan 
Yamada), along with Helen 
(Kate Dion-Richard) and 

Marm Schmuck (Advah 
Soudack), round out the 
main cast, all based on 
the real players. Andrew 
Wheeler takes on the role 
of Rivulettes coach Herb 
Fach, who eventually 
grows more and more sup-
portive of the team even 
though he does not neces-
sarily start that way.

There was plenty of 
physical training involved 
for the actors to effectively 
convey the electrifying 
swing dance choreography, 
as well as researching the 
back story of each charac-
ter and how they fit into 
the team. Ryerson noted 

that as there are very few 
other Glory plays out there; 
she put her original spin 
on the character, rather 
than looking to different 
interpretations.

“When you work on a 
new Canadian play, as 
opposed to a play that’s 
already been established, 
there are a lot of moving 
parts, and there’s a lot of 
things changing and in 
flux, and I would actually 
say one of the most chal-
lenging parts was inte-
grating everything,” said 
Ryerson. “So the choreog-
raphy, yes it’s challenging, 
but there are lots of other 

and tribulations they go 
through,” said Ryerson. 
“It’s a really engaging 
piece to watch; it’s a great 
story to tell young wom-
en, it’s a great story to tell 
young boys, it’s a really 
inspiring message about 
embrace what you’re good 
at, and don’t let anyone 
stop you. And just keep 
going.”

Glory will run from July 
10-19 at the Drayton Fes-
tival Theatre. Tickets can 
be purchased online at 
the box office or by calling 
(519) 747-7788 or toll free 
at 1-855-DRAYTON (372-
9866).

challenging things about 
putting a new play togeth-
er. So integrating that can 
be really exciting. And it 
really helps make the piece 
the best it can be.”

The Ranscombe and 
Schmuck sisters played 
softball together during 
the summer in 1930 and 
were looking for a winter 
sport to play. They reached 
out to a prominent sports 
journalist for assistance, 
and eventually had their 
first practice as an ice 
hockey team in January 
1931 with 10 players.

The team played Ontario 
cities including Kitchener, 

Toronto, Stratford, Lon-
don, Hamilton, Guelph 
and Port Dover. The Rivu-
lettes played an estimated 
350 games between 1930 
and 1940, winning most 
while posting just two 
losses and three ties. They 
won the Bobby Rosenfeld 
Trophy (given to Ontario 
champions) for the entire 
decade of the 1930s. They 
also won the Elmer Doust 
cup and were six-time win-
ners of the Eastern Canadi-
an championship.

“It tells a really inspir-
ing story of these two 
sisters that form the core 
of this team and the trials 
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Classified Ads, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word) 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)

Classified Ad - Display Ads

Please call Donna for a quote.

Phone: 519-669-5790 Ext. 104

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
www.observerxtra.com/media-kit

CARPENTERS AND GENERAL 
LABOURERS NEEDED

We are looking for Carpenters and General 
Labourers to join our team! We offer competitive 
pay, steady year-round work and great employee 
benefits. If you’re a team player and looking for an 
excellent environment to work in, we’d love to
hear from you!  

Resumes can be emailed to tess@hfhinc.ca
or give us a call at 519-821-2040.

Check out our website at www.hfhinc.ca.
We celebrate diversity and are committed to creating

an inclusive environment for all employees.

Lorentz Farms Ltd. 
Looking for a responsible employee to 
assist/run a pellet mill and computer 

controlled drying system. Must be mechani-
cally inclined and able to run loader and to 

drive truck in yard to load and unload trucks. 
Resume and references can be faxed to: 

519-699-4469, call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

VACANCY
 CAMEO COURT APARTMENTS

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA

Rare Premium Downtown Elmira, 
spacious one Bedroom open-layout  
Apartment becoming AVAILABLE in 
modern (2012) Apartment Building 
complete with Elevator, Main floor 
Common Room, individual Central Heating 
/ Air Conditioning in each Apt., as well as 
5 appliances (washer/dryer in each Apt.)

CONTACT:
(519) 525-2222 or (226) 989-4627 (After 4PM)

OR:   evans@hurontel.on.ca

DATE: Sat. July 6, @ 10:00 am 
LOCATION: 5461, Hwy 86, 1 km north of Guelph Auto Mall
PREVIEW: Friday, July 5, 1:00-4:00 pm and sale day 9:00 am

NASCAR COLLECTION: Leather jackets and Hats (Dale E. SR/JR 
& Mark M.)//Varity of Cars and Memorabilia.

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES: Whirlpool2 DRFridge& 30” stove 
(white)//Teak Dining Suite c/w 6 chairs & hutch//Solid Cherry custom 
made 5 pc wall unit//Solid Pine cottage style hutch// Oak dry 
bar//7pc Harden cherry bed Rm Suite c/w Q size Poster Bed//Harden 
Queen Ann chair & Ottoman//Drexel 6pc solid Oak bed Rm suite c/w 
Q bed//Set of marble top inlay end tables// Varity of quality 
occasional tables//Solid Oak custom made 5 shelves book case 
//Solid Oak dining table c/w 8 chairs, 2 leaves & 2 high back 
stools//Lamps,TV,VCR and lots not mentioned.

Antique: Reel mower//Single plow//Wardrobe//Oak 
Chest//Wicker//Copper Boiler with lid

TOOLS & MISC: Weber propane BBQ//Lawn furniture//Garden 
sprayers//Toro leaf blower////McCulluck 3hp Elect pressure 
washer//Homelite gas weedeater//Werner aluminum extension 
ladders//15” Delta Scroll Saw//Hand saws//Battery chargers//Lawn 
Fertilizer spreaders// Wheel barrel// Woods Dehumidifier //New SS 
kitchen sinks// Out door X’maslites //Invacare Walker, Canes & Wheel 
chair//variety garden & lawn tools.

RV Trailers & Car: 2014 Toyota Corolla LE, 4 CLD auto, Loaded, 
79,900 KM, one owner, selling certified//2008-23.5’ Sportsman 
5th wheel trailer c/w Slide Out, very clean//1991-21.5’ Bonair 5th 
wheel trailer.

NOTE: An Auction NOT TO MISS including very clean high-quality 
contents out of a large estate home. Lots not mentioned.
 Terms: : 10% buyer’s premium. Cash and/or Debit. Cheque with 
proper ID. Any announcements day of sale take precedence over ads. 
Auctioneer, Auction company or proprietors not responsible for 
accidents, injury, damage or loss of property on sale day.

Kurtz Auctions Inc.
ESTATE AUCTION SALE

Kurtz Auctions Inc. / Auctioneer: Brian S Kurt (519)836-0342
Email: brian@kurtzauctionsinc.com See www.kurtzauctionsinc.ca

and Facebook for photos and update on new items.  

SERVICE TECHNICIAN
Travel to client sites throughout Southern Ontario to service 

and repair material handling and storage equipment.

• Earn a competitive hourly wage and generous year-end bonuses.

• Work with a team of highly-skilled tradespeople who are 
passionate about the work they do.

• Grow within the role or beyond it – there are opportunities for 
advancement in our service department.

Please submit your resume directly to:
recruiting@horstsystems.com

or call 519 669 1300 for more information.

is currently accep�ng resumes for:
Casual AZ Truck Driver
Compe��ve wages based 

on experience
Send resumes via

Email: HRadmin@rigarus.com or
Fax # (519)669-2440

In person: 284 Union St., Elmira, ON
Only qualified individuals

will be contacted
www.rigarus.com 

Send resume to:
steve@woodshavingsontario.ca

or call 519-669-5219

We are expanding!
AZ/DZ driver

needed  
Home every night,

Ontario only,
No weekends. 
100% benefits. 

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

HELP WANTED AUCTION

HELP WANTED

RENTAL

HELP WANTED

PART TIME CLEANERS 
NEEDED FOR RESIDEN-
tial and commercial, 
days/evenings. Prefer-
ence to applicants with 
own transportation. 
Experience not neces-
sary. Call 519-807-3605.

FOR SALE

FARM KITTENS 2144 
KING STREET NORTH 
RR 1 St. Jacobs ph. 519-
664-1918. 

LAWN FERTILIZER AND 
LAWN SEED - CALL 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35.  
519-635-8737.

AUCTIONS

TUES JUNE 25-JULY 3 
-ONLINE ONLY AUCTION 
of approx 300 Nascar 
bank; farm toys; and 
much much more.  

www.jantziauctions.
hibid.com Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd 519 656 3555

AUCTION SALE OF 
ANTIQUES, COLLECT-
ibles, household goods & 
miscellaneous items, to 
be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, 
for Harold and Isabel 
Seyler, New Hamburg, 
Wayne Roth, New Ham-
burg & additions, on 
Thursday, June 27th @ 
9:30 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 519-698-0138 

MONDAY JULY 1 TO 
JULY 8 - 7PM - ONLINE 
only auction of sports 
cards; posters; books; 
and military items. www.
jantziauctions.hibid.com 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 519 
656 3555

SAT. JULY 6 AT 10:00 
AM- FARM PROPERTY 
auction of approx 58 
acre farm; household 
effects; miscellaneous 
items; machinery; and 
much more at 1278 
Brant County Highway 54 

Caledonia. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

ROLEX, TUDOR, 
OMEGA, BREITLING, 
I.W.C. etc. Pocket watch-
es, silver and gold coins, 
jewellery, scrap. Call 
Terry 519-242-6900 or 
gallamore@golden.net

REAL ESTATE

HOUSE WITHOUT 
PROPERTY.  20 YEAR 
Old 1300 sq. ft. modular 

bungalow. Granny suite 
or second home on 
farm. To be moved from 
Bloomingdale area. Open 
to offers. To view contact 
Art 519-998-0828, Wes 
519-578-8978.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

ACCOUNTING TAXA-
TION SERVICES 25 
years experience for your 
business and personal 
519-721-1895 or lew-
isecommercesolutions@
gmail.com

TRADES & 
SERVICES

MARK'S SMALL PICK 
UP TRUCKING. 5LBS 
to 2000lbs, all Ontario, 
Quebec and cross bor-
der. Trailer and boat tow-
ing. Reasonable rates. 
Call 519-577-2518.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 

Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

WELCOME TO VACA-
TION BIBLE SCHOOL 

at Calvary Mennonite 
Church. July 3 - 12, 
2019. Kindergarten I to 
Grade 8. 519-638-2128, 
519-699-5366. 5064 
Arthur St. N., Elmira 
N3B 2Z1

Collecting
dust?
Find another 
collector 
to buy your 
treasures.

MAKE VALUABLE CONNECTIONS
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

0% Interest
Low Monthly Payments

Call 519-206-0336  

www.koebelhcm.com

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Fireplaces

CALL TIM OR SCOTT

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN AND MINIBUS TRANSPORTATION
“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

FLORADALE SELF
STORAGE

226-266-5525

CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

1551 FLORADALE ROAD

www.floradaleselfstorage.com
E-Mail: floradaleselfstorage@gmail.com

ELMIRA, ON. N3B 2Z1

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SLJ Electric Ltd.

Steve Snyder
3141 Hemlock Hill Dr., Elmira

Residential / Agricultural / Commercial / Industrial / Pole Lines

sljsnyder@gmail.com
O�ice: 519-664-2000

Cell: 519-575-3141
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Alli Bauman

519-577-6248
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

ELMIRA - Time to downsize? Built in 2016, this 1210 sq.ft. bungalow has all 
you need.  2 bedrms, 2 full baths, open concept layout, laundry only a few steps 
down & an oversized single garage.  Featuring quartz counter tops & a 
breakfast bar, soft close cabinetry, step in shower in ensuite bathrm, central air, 
HRV system, water softener & more.  A perfect sized composite deck for 
relaxing & watching the sunrise.  The wide-open unfinished basement with 
one egress window allows many future layout options.  Walking distance to 
schools, walking trails, golf course, & downtown area.  

$499,900$499,900
DRAYTON - Just like new!!! Built in 2012, this 1772sq.ft. home is fully 
finished and ready for you to take possession. With 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, open concept main floor layout, recently finished basement, 
spacious newer patio and eye catching curb appeal this home is sure to 
please! The green space in the back allows for much privacy and relaxation.  
If you are needing room to park multiple vehicles or an RV, the double car 
garage and spacious driveway will do the trick.  Appliances included, close 
to amenities and schools and a great family friendly neighbourhood.  

$529,900$529,900 DRAYTON - This home is larger than it looks!!! Situated on a spacious corner 
lot, this back-split semi detached home will check all the boxes. The open 
concept main floor is airy with a living rm, dining area & kitchen with walk-out 
patio door to the yard. Upstairs you will find 3 bedrms and a 4-piece bathrm. 
The lower level has a finished rec-rm, a 2 piece bathrm & the 4th bedrm 
equipped with a large window & closet. The basement provides much space 
for storage & is where you will find the utility rm & laundry area. Well kept & 
cared for, carpet free, freshly painted, appliances included, fully fenced yard, 
single garage, walking distance to many amenities.

$349,900$349,900

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

SOLD

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Welcoming and cozy one bedroom 3 
Bathroom, townhouse .. Spacious 
1056 square feet, with a  finished 
basement complete with, a 
recrea�on room, bathroom, 
den/second bedroom and ample 
storage  … Stop paying Rent and 
invest in YOUR home … In-suite 
Laundry ..  parking .. a�ached Double 
garage and your own yard!  Book 
your private showing today MLS# 
30728374   

$399,152  1,723 Sq.�  OR  
$354,781  1,040 Sq.� 
Welcome to Murray court 
townhomes, in the Community 
of Milverton Meadows. See MLS 
30715649 and MLS# 30715673

$489,000
66 ANNA STREET, ELMIRA 

Serving the community for 27 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

Thinking of Selling? 
Call for your FREE Property Evaluation  
$685,000 ELMIRA
This very unique century home is an Arts 
and Craft Design remodeled by the original 
owners. Built in 1913 this home has been 
completely updated including all 
windows, electrical, plumbing, hydro 
service and roofs. Located on a quiet street 
close to schools, rec centre and a 10 minute 
walk to down town. Beautiful landscaping 
with professionally installed patio, 
interlocking driveway and private back 
yard with water feature. A cozy sunroom 
ideal for your morning coffee. MLS.  Call Bert to view. Come see this Beautiful Property.

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

Drayton  |  $579,000  
Beautiful all brick bungalow in a gorgeous park like setting. Bright spacious 3/4 
bedroom with a large open kitchen dining area. Nice shed out back with loft 
and wired. Mud room and mainfloor laundry. Please note. Adjoining lot 
available as a package deal or separately. MLS Call Dale Direct.

Building Lot  |  Drayton  |  $145,000  
This prime lot available to build your dream home.   Suitable for a walk out 
basement and generous windows on the lower level. Gas on the street. Water 
and sewer to be private systems. Can be purchased with 8 Mary St , adjoining 
residence currently for sale either as a package deal or separately. MLS Call 
Dale Direct

$465,000 | Drayton 
Quiet street with a large yard. This 3+1 bedroom raised bungalow is sure to 
please. Close to school and shopping, med clinic and library. Metal roof tiles and 
newer Centennial windows, hardwood floors, and bright open concept.  Many 
features sure to please. MLS Call Dale direct

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

www.thefreyteam.com
Contact us by email: mildred@thefreyteam.com

Len Frey
Sales Representative

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6368
O�ce 519-669-1544

Mildred Frey
Broker

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6970

Thinking of Buying or Selling? Call or email today for a FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION, OPINON of VALUE!

$569,000
48 Ann St., Elmira: Lovely home 
in the town of Elmira. Nice yard 
with decorative rod iron fence. If 
interested contact either of us to 
view. MLS #30734510

$1,389,000
3.5 ACRES

7392 Wellington Rd. 11:  Large 
newer home in the country, with 
private long lane way to 3.5 acres. 
Newer home with possibility of 3  
units, plus 2& 1/2 car shop and 2 car 
attached garage. MLS #30734525

$150,000
SALE OF BUSINESS

Elmira Laundromat: Has newer 
equipment, Heavy duty washers for 
hockey gear. The rear unit has self 
serve dog grooming. Could also 
add take out dry cleaning. MLS 
#30736450

FOR LEASE
1,821 SQ.FT. $10/SQ.FT.
4-112 Oriole Pwy, Elmira:   
Large open space will allow for new 
tenant to make divisions as needed. 
All shelving has been removed.  
Owner is obtaining quotes to paint, 
remove half walls and finish the 
floor. MLS #30681168

$554,900
95 Sugar King, Elmira:  Fabulous 
spacious home, priced to sell. 
Quality laminate and ceramic floors. 
Kitchen has a walkout to rear 
fenced yard, deck and patio. MLS 
#30738211

$395,000
Lot 116 Conestogo Lake:  On 
the large part of the  north side of 
the lake facing the sun.  Has hot 
tub,pool, 4 bedrooms, and more.
Contact Len to view. MLS 
30746613

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

A portion of each
 sale commission

is donated to 
The Woolwich 

Community Services.

Monique
Roes

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

519-747-2040

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

519-669-3192

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

519-669-3192

$489,000  ELMIRA This home ready to move and is completely finished 
top to bottom.  Only 4  years old with a fresh & chic decor.  Kitchen 
offers an island/breakfast bar, granite counter tops, 5 appliances  
ncluded, walkout to the deck & landscaped yard, 2 bdrms (could 
create a 3rd), 3 full bathrooms, bonus loft space, large finished 
recreation room, central air, central vac.  MLS  A MUST SEE TODAY!

Calling all
Empty Nesters, 
Bachelors or 

Bachelorettes!

IF YOU ARE THINKING ABOUT 
SELLING OR BUYING THIS SUMMER,

NOW IS THE TIME TO CONNECT WITH  US, YOUR LOCAL 
REALTOR TO KEEP YOU INFORMED ON MARKET CONDITIONS.  

HAPPY       CANADA DAY!

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

#1NEWS SOURCE
I N  T H E  R E G I O N100% LOCAL

PRIVATE SALE: Fully Renovated 1550 sq.ft. brick bungalow, 3 
bedroom, 3 baths, ensuite with large walk-in shower, custom maple 
kitchen, finished basement, natural gas furnace, air conditioning, 
200 amp service, hardwood flooring throughout main floor, main 
floor laundry, private backyard, close to schools and shopping.

By Appointment Only  |  Call 519-503-1088

18 Nightingale Crescent, Elmira | $689,000



CLASSIFIED NOTICES  | 21THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2019 |  THE OBSERVER 

www.regionofwaterloo.ca

WINTER PLOW OPERATORS
Working for approximately 5 months, in one of these 15 temporary, 
full-time positions, you will perform winter maintenance on roads, 
bridges and roadsides, primarily plowing, salting and sanding. This 
role calls for knowledge and skill in job-related equipment operation, 
and basic writing, reading and math, acquired through a Grade 12 
education and 1 year related experience, OR - equivalent combination 
of education and experience (e.g., Grade 10 plus 2 years of directly 
related experience).  You have knowledge of, and the ability to comply 
with, applicable policies, standards, practices and legislation, and 
can participate in on-the-job training, and function effectively and 
safely in various environmental conditions. A skilled communicator, 
you are equipped to interact positively with supervisors, staff and 
the public, complete forms and reports, and read and understand 
policy, procedures and instructions. Your computer skills enable you 
to use attendance management, and weather and road monitoring 
software. A valid class DZ driver’s licence and an acceptable driving 
record are required to operate Regional vehicles and equipment. You 
must be able to work variable hours and shifts (including weekends, 
evenings and holidays), as assigned, during the winter storm season.

Please visit our website for a detailed description of these positions 
(competition #2019-1566), and to apply online before 11:59 p.m., 
Sunday, July 21, 2019.

Serving a diverse population 
of over 560,000, the Region 

of Waterloo is a growing 
community where people 

matter and ideas grow. Our 
mission is to serve, engage 

and inspire – residents, 
businesses and staff alike. 

This means delivering quality 
services while creating a 

positive, inclusive workplace 
where our employees are 

valued and respected for their 
talents and contributions to 

our success.

We are committed to diversity 
and inclusion, and thank all 

applicants in advance; however, 
we will be corresponding only 

with those selected for an 
interview. We will accommodate 
the needs of qualified applicants 
under the Human Rights Code in 

all parts of the hiring process.

Where people matter  
and ideas grow

Stratford  
500 Wright Blvd
519-271-2111 or 
1-877-699-0601

Listowel
515 Maitland Ave. S
519-291-3276 

Visit southwestvets.ca

Give Blood ...  
 to save lives.

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.blood.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, July 5th, 2019 
from 4 pm - 8 pm

at Linwood Community Centre 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

3000 Ament Line, Heidelberg • 519-699-4646

Steed and
Evans Ltd.

Engineers and Contractors

Being in the paper is one of life’s
highlights.  Relive it with a reprint.

GET IT IN THEWe have photos to share.

observerxtra.com/photo-reprints

HELP WANTED
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Martin, Elizabeth
Passed away at the home of Abner 
Rudy, RR 3, Waterloo, on Wednesday, 
June 19, 2019, at the age of 93 years. 
Wife of the late Sidney B. Martin 
(1986). Mother of Minerva of RR 3, 
Wallenstein, Susannah and Abner 
Rudy of RR 3, Waterloo, and Henry and 
Minerva Martin of RR 3, Wallenstein.  
Survived by ten grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. Predeceased by 
her parents Joshua and Leah (Martin) 
Martin, and brothers Ephraim, Urias, 
and Aden. Visitation took place at her 
home, 4064 Ament Line, RR 3, Wal-
lenstein, on Thursday, June 20, 2019 
from 2-4 p.m. and Friday, June 21, 2019 
from 1-4 p.m. A family service was held 
at the home on Saturday, June 22, 2019 
at 9 a.m., then to Linwood Mennonite 
Meeting House for burial and public 
service. Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Shantz, Grace E. (Stevanus)
After a long and rich life, Grace died 
peacefully at Heritage House, St. Ja-
cobs, on Monday, June 17, 2019, at the 
age of 92, surrounded by her loving 
family. Beloved and caring wife of the 
late Merv Shantz (2017) for 68 years. 
Cherished mother of nine children: 
Murray (Colleen), Larry (Marilyn), 
Connie (David), Susan (Tony), Wendy 
(Cliff), Robert (Nancy), Karen (Chris-
topher), Brenda (Mike) and Jeffrey 
(Julie). Adored grandmother of 20 
wonderful grandchildren and 17 great-
grandchildren. Loving sister of Rich-
ard Stevanus (Mary), and sister-in-law 
of Doris Stevanus, Mary Schiedel, Clif-
ford Snider (Vivian), Eugene Shantz 
(Sally), Muriel Hayes, Christine Shan-
tz, and Lorna Shantz. Grace will also 
be lovingly remembered by her many 
nieces and nephews. Predeceased by 
her parents Howard and Lizzie Ann 
(Cressman) Stevanus, sisters Mary 
Schiedel and Ethel Snider, brothers 
Myron and Paul Stevanus, sisters-in-
law Diane Stevanus and Gladys Bru-
bacher, and brothers-in-law George 
Schiedel, Abner Brubacher, Wilfred 
Shantz, Floyd Shantz, and John Hayes. 

Grace was born on May 17, 1927, in 
Waterloo County. On April 20, 1949, 
she married the love of her life, Merv. 
A team from the start, they spent 
their early life together on a farm near 
Alma. With seven children in tow, 
they moved to West Montrose, where 
the family grew to nine. Grace was a 
trendsetting spirited woman of many 
talents; a caring mother, grandmother 
and role model; an exceptional wife, 
cook, hostess and treasured friend to 
many, she was known for her warmth, 
hospitality, kindness, and inclusivity. 
Her unconditional love for her family 
was at the core of her existence, and 
her children and their loved ones were 
the prime benefactors of her generous 
and unwavering spirit - she was always 
there. She was remarkable at juggling 
the many responsibilities of raising 
nine children; in middle age she 
started a successful quilting business 
that reflected her artistic ability and 
ingenuity. Her resourcefulness and 
creativity were boundless and were 
woven into all facets of her life - she 
was one of a kind and her legacy will 
live on in all of the lives she touched. 
Cremation and interment have taken 
place. A Celebration of Life for her 
family and their close friends was 
held on Friday, June 21, 2019 at 2 pm 
in the Dreisinger Funeral Home cha-
pel, Elmira. The family would like to 
thank the staff at Heritage House for 
their kind and compassionate care 
over the past year. In Grace’s memory, 
donations to the Mennonite Central 
Committee would be appreciated as 
expressions of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Smith, May (nee Nichol)
Peacefully passed away on Friday, 
June 21, 2019, at Barnswallow Place 
Care Community, Elmira, at the age 
of 91. Beloved wife of the late Thomas 
W. Smith (2007). Dear mother of 
Wayne, Marilyn, Randy, Janice, 
Michael, and Tommy. Cremation has 
taken place. There will be no funeral 
home visitation. A private family 
interment will be held at a later date. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations to 
the Alzheimer Society or Barnswallow 
Place would be appreciated. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

F A M I LY  A L B U M

OBITUARY BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARYBIRTHDAY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

DEATH NOTICES

WIDEMAN, JOLAN Suddenly on Monday, June 
24, 2019, as the result of a farm accident, 
Jolan Wideman, of Arthur Township, RR#6, 
Mount Forest, in his 5th year. Local relatives 
great-grandparents Aden and Alice Horst of 
Elmira, Mrs. Minerva Wideman of St. Jacobs. 

SMALL ADS, BIG IMPACT.
THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIED ADS

Join John Baessler 
to celebrate his 
90th Birthday

Thursday, July 4th 2019
Drop in from 2 pm to 7 pm

at his home on 5319 Ament Line, Linwood

Open House

Please bring your own lawn chair

Congratulations

on celebrating 60 years  
of marriage on June 27th

Raymond & Loraine Berge

Love from your Family!

Happy 60th  
Birthday Rob!

To a Wonderful Husband,  
Dad & Grandpa,

We love you!

June 26, 1959

Your Family

A REAL TIRE FIRE

Passengers on the GRT bus were forced to evacuate after a tire overheated on Farmer's Market Road on Friday 
morning. [VERONICA REINER  |  THE OBSERVER]

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Patrons of the arts support area causes
The Good Foundation partners with Region of Waterloo Arts Fund to streamline grants, make dollars go farther

Waterloo Region District School Board trustees this 
week approved a balanced budget with revenues of 
$775.5M, including a capital budget of $57.2 million. 
The average class size for the 2019-2020 school year 
has increased from 22:1 to 28:1. This financial impact 
is a reduction of $20,824,397. The average class sizes 
for Grades 4-8 have increased from 23.84 to 24.5 for 
the 2019-2020 school year, an impact of $1,738,521.

United Way Waterloo Region Communities supporters 
raised more than $6.3 million during its latest fund-
raising campaign, providing support for a network of 
agencies and services to people across communities 
in the region. Outside of government, United Way is 
the biggest funder of community services, creating 
opportunities for youth, alleviating poverty, support-
ing under-served neighbourhoods, and collaborating 
across sectors to create long-term change.

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

Summer travels are about to begin! 
To prevent roadside emergencies book 
an appointment with us. We will make 
sure your vehicle is ready to get you 
where you need to go! 

–Leroy’s Auto Care

SCHOOL BUDGET UNITED IN FUNDRAISING

PHILANTHROPY 

Lauren Harder-Gissing is the archivist librarian at the Milton Good Library at Conrad Grebel University College, named for the founder of the Good Founda-
tion.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Looking to streamline its 
granting support for arts 
groups in Waterloo Re-
gion, the London-based 
Good Foundation has 
partnered with the Region 
of Waterloo Arts Fund. 
The foundation will pro-
vide funding – it’s already 
turned over $40,000 for 
the fall cycle – and the 
arts fund will look after 
taking applications and 
awarding grants.

Established by the late 
Milton and Verna Good in 
1974, the Good Founda-
tion distributes funds to 
charitable organizations 
in communities of which 
family members are a part.  
Since its establishment, 
the Good Foundation has 
distributed more than $6.5 
million to various orga-
nizations. The Region of 
Waterloo Arts Fund was 
created by the Waterloo 
Regional council in 2002, 
and has granted more 
than $3.6 million to arts 
projects in the region since 
that time.  

Where the Good Foun-
dation at one time provid-
ed funding to a range of 
causes, including the likes 
of hospitals and medical 
research, it’s shifted focus 
of late to arts groups. 

“A little bit of money 
goes a long way with arts 
and culture,” said founda-
tion president Jim Good. 

 “We’re essentially a 
small charity, ... and there 
are many demands, some 
of them are big asks. We 
found we had to narrow 
it.”

On the arts side, the 

family foundation has sup-
port symphony orchestras, 
art galleries and theatre 
groups such as the Strat-
ford Festival. In Waterloo 
Region, grants typically 
amount to about $50,000 a 
year, he said.

Handing over admin-
istrative duties to the Re-

gion of Waterloo Arts Fund 
will simplify the process 
here and help avoid over-
laps and duplication, Good 
added, noting the founda-
tion receives some 20 to 
25 applications annually 
from regional groups.

With the foundation’s 
money, the arts fund will 

have a minimal presence 
in Waterloo Region which 
makes our granting here 
more difficult.  Your arts 
fund already has in place 
an excellent adjudication 
process. We believe our 
aims will be well served 
by adding some funds to 
what your arts fund cur-
rently distributes.” 

“We are honoured to 
have been given the op-
portunity and responsi-
bility to carry on the phil-
anthropic legacy created 
by the Good family in the 
name of Milton and Verna 
Good,” said Betty Anne 
Keller, chair of the arts 
fund board, in a release 
announcing the partner-
ship.

The Good Foundation’s 
endowment fund now has 
some $9 to $10 million 
built up over the 45 years 
since it was started, said 
Good. Annual grants come 
from the investment in-
come, which the family 
sees as public funds given 
the tax benefits it receives 
from the foundation.

“It’s public money, and 
we’re trying to be as effi-
cient as possible with it,” 
said Good.

Legally, the foundation 
has to give away a min-
imum of 3.5 per cent of 
the fund each year, with 
contributions amounting 
to $350,000 to $400,000 
annually at this point.

The $40,000 the foun-
dation has turned over for 
this year will be added to 
the fall intake cycle for 
applications. The deadline 
for the next round is Sep-
tember 6. More informa-
tion is available at  
www.artsfund.ca.

be an even more valuable 
asset for area arts groups, 
he suggested.

“It makes it more inter-
esting because they have 
more money to give away,” 
said Good, calling it a 
“win-win situation.”

In a letter to the re-
gion, Good reflected on 

the goodwill established 
between the two funding 
groups.  “Good Foundation 
Inc. has much in common 
with the arts fund. Since 
its beginnings in Waterloo 
Region in 1974, the foun-
dation has made many 
local grants relating to 
arts and culture. We now 
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We are your local professionals
• Landscape Design Build

• Concrete & Interlock Driveways & Patios
• Landscape Maintenance

Call us today for a FREE estimate

519-568-1403
www.conestogacontracting.com

95 South Field Drive, Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

Call or book online:  
HearingLife.ca/DemoDays

Waterloo 304-99 Northfield Drive E 
Call Nicole at  

1-855-757-1974
Nearby clinic in: Listowel

Promo Code NSP-DEMO-WOOB

LIMITED TIME - TRY THEM YOURSELF

HEARING AID DEMO DAYS

What are Demo Days?

JULY DEMO DAYS

No-cost Hearing tests are provided to adults ages 
19 and older. A fee will apply for a copy of your 
audiogram. Child hearing tests are conducted at 
select locations for a fee, please contact us for more 
information. Some conditions may apply. Please see 
clinic for details. Offer not valid in Quebec.   ±https://
www.oticon.ca/hearing-aid-users/hearing-aids/
products/opn-s

TUES WED THUR FRI

2 3 4 5

Our Demo Days are now offering you the opportunity to have one of our 
hearing professionals demonstrate a new hearing aid that processes signals 
exceptionally fast with no annoying feedback—greatly improving your ability 
to hear and comprehend speech, even in noisy environments.± Plus, when you 
visit us, you will receive a FREE, no obligation hearing test!

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Set Free To Be ...

Sunday, June 30th

10:45 am

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Guest Speaker: Louie Rosado
(Medical Mission Adventures)

God’s Story,
Our Story

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:00 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

Looking for a faith community that's close to home? Start here. If you want to see your church listed here and 
want to reach over 12,000 homes every week call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext104.

CHEF'S TABLE

Broccoli Niçoise salad

S alads need not be 
relegated to side-dish 
status: there are plen-

ty of options to make them 
a meal unto themselves. 
That’s certainly true of 
one that hails from Nice, 
France. A salad niçoise is 
traditionally made with ol-
ives, tuna, and hard boiled 
eggs. 

You can enjoy this pro-
tein-rich salad with the 
addition of roasted red 
peppers, green beans, and 
red potatoes drizzled with 
a simple lemon and Dijon 
vinaigrette. For this ver-
sion, broccoli and bacon 
are substituted for green 
beans and tuna in this deli-
cious and colourful take on 
the French salad. 

Ontario broccoli is com-
ing on stream now, and 
there are plenty of fresh 
vegetables available locally. 
This Broccoli Niçoise Salad 
is quick and easy to prepare.

Broccoli Niçoise Salad

4 cups broccoli florets
3 medium potatoes,  

cooked and diced
Lettuce leaves or mixed 
greens
2 tomatoes, cut into wedges
2 hard-cooked eggs, cut into 
wedges
4 slices bacon, cooked and 
chopped
1/4 cup black olives
Dressing:
1/4 cup olive oil
2 Tbsp.  red wine vinegar
1/2 tsp. each of Dijon mustard 
and dried basil
1/4 tsp. each of salt and black 
pepper

1. In saucepan of boiling water, 
cook broccoli until tender-crisp, 
2 to 3 minutes. Drain and 
plunge into cold water; drain 

well and place in bowl. 

2. Dice potatoes and combine 
with broccoli.

3. For the dressing, in small 
bowl, whisk together oil, vin-
egar, mustard, basil, salt and 
pepper; drizzle small amount 
over broccoli and potato mix-
ture; gently toss to coat.

4. Arrange lettuce on individ-
ual plates or serving platter. 
Arrange broccoli mixture, toma-
toes, eggs, bacon and olives on 
lettuce; drizzle with remaining 
dressing. Serve at room tem-
perature.

Serves 6.

Have
something
to say?

Share your thoughts.

We’d love your input
on the issues and this issue.

GET IT IN THE

observerxtra.com/write-a-letter

  

THERE ARE SOME 
QUESTIONS THAT 
CAN’T BE ANSWERED
BY GOOGLE. 

Keep faith alive, advertise here. 
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

JUNE 30

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 

join us with Naomi Bristow with Steve Piticco  performing. 

from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to 

come early for better seating.

JULY 4

 � HOT DOG THURSDAYS. JOIN US FOR A FREE HOT DOG 

every Thursday in July and August (except Aug 8th) from 

12-1 p.m. at Woolwich Community Services (side of building). 

Included is a two free hot dogs (meat and veggie) and a 

drink. Break bread with your community!

JULY 6

 � THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY'S GARDEN TOUR, FROM 9 

a.m. to 2 p.m. Tickets are $12 at Brian's Photo, Elmira, 

barbs@rogers.com or 519-580-7584. There are nine lovely 

properties and promos at four local restaurants included.

JULY 7

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 

join us Twas Now  performing from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring 

a lawn chair  and be sure to come early for better seating.

JULY 14

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 

join us with Doug Dietrich and Sunrise performing from 7 

p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early 

for better seating.

JULY 21

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 

join us Wendy Lynn Snider performing from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  

Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early for better 

seating.

JULY 28

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 

join us with Lance Russwurm  performing from 7 p.m. to 

9 p.m.  Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early for 

better seating.

AUGUST 4

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 

join us with Fred Lewis and Ridin High  performing from 7 

p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early 

for better seating.

AUGUST 11

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 

join us with The Chaparrals performing from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  

Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early for better 

seating.

AUGUST 18

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 

join us with U-Turn performing from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring 

a lawn chair  and be sure to come early for better seating.

AUGUST 25

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. THE 

series finale. Come join us with Rick Loucks & Southbound  

performing from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring a lawn chair  and be 

sure to come early for better seating.

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 
open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 
advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 
to be made online at www.observerxtra.com/event-list.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

BRAIN FOOD

Your cat may not 
come when you call, 
but knows her name
Q.  Astronomer Carl 
Sagan famously said that 
there are more stars in 
the heavens than all the 
grains of sand on all the 
beaches of the world.  
And, imagine it: you are 
made of stardust.  Ex-
plain, please.

A.  According to How It 
Works:  Book of Amazing 
Science, “The elements that 
make up our bodies were 
forged inside ancient stars.”  
After the Big Bang, hydro-
gen was plentiful, with 
lesser amounts of helium, 
lithium and beryllium.  
Eventually, hydrogen and 
helium combined to form 
clouds.  As these clouds col-
lapsed, stars formed, with 
enough heat and pressure 
to trigger nuclear fusion, 
and the hydrogen atoms 
fused to form helium.  “As 
the stars aged, the helium 
atoms started to create even 
heavier elements, including 
carbon, nitrogen and oxy-
gen.”  Ultimately, this pro-
cess produced the nuclei of 
most of the elements up to 
number 26, iron.  When the 
most massive stars explode, 
enough energy is released to 
make the elements that are 
heavier than iron.

 
From the remnants of 

these old exploded stars, 
more star systems were 
formed, including our own 
Sun and planets, providing 
us with all the elements we 
have on Earth today.  As for 
our bodies, we are made 
up of oxygen (65%), carbon 
(18.5%), hydrogen (9.5%), 
nitrogen (3.2%), calcium 
(1.5%), phosphorus (1%), 
potassium (0.4%), sulphur 

(0.3%), sodium (0.2%), and 
some 13 other elements 
(0.4%).

We are indeed the stuff of 
stars.

 
Q.  Cat lovers, you’re con-
vinced that your fluffy fe-
line recognizes your voice 
when you call.  What do 
researchers say?

A.  In a previous study, 
behavioral scientist Atsuko 
Saito showed that cats 
can recognize their own-
er’s voice, says Jim Daley 
in “Scientific American” 
magazine.  Recently, Saito 
“homed in on responses to 
their names,” asking owners 
to repeat four words sound-
ing like their cats’ names 
and then to say the actual 
names.  As researchers ob-
served individual cats, they 
saw “more pronounced re-
sponses to their own names 
— meowing or moving their 
ears, heads or tails — than 
to similar words or other 
cats’ names.”  Whether cats 
react to strangers speaking 
their names requires further 
study.

 
Says biologist John 

Bradshaw, “Cats are just as 
good as dogs at learning…  
They’re just not as keen to 
show their owners what 
they’ve learned.”  Or as 
Daley puts it, “… domestic 

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 
outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

STRANGE | 26
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ACROSS
1. "___, humbug!"
4. Mary, look at the 

price of beer!?
11. Talks about the chit
16. Quaffing drink
17. Desert wind
18. Hindu queen
19. Bad storm for the 

Brits
21. Main, Television, 

Planner
22. Word repeated 

after "Que"
23. Patriarchs
24. Luddite victims
25. Sees the invisible 

space
31. Reactive elements
34. I, to Claudius
35. Nancy, in Nancy
36. Ice cream mode
37. Icy boat marker
38. Tiny fruits
41. Stringy cheese
44. For two, All in 

China, Leaves
45. Eyesore
46. Spanish wine 

region
48. Forest growth
52. Backstabber
55. Cancer cloud
58. The clap
62. Churchyard tree in 

"Romeo and Juliet"
63. Willow heart
64. Not to blame for 

Beatles breakup
65. Sheepish talk
66. Tax payer at year 

end
68. Earth warmer
72. Like some good-

byes
73. Illuminating diode
74. On the, Knows, As 

plain as
78. Pooh's creator
79. Military assistants
83. I am the alpha and 

the ______
84. Boom boxes
85. Colour angle
86. ___ nut
87. Third estate'er
88. Small utility vehicle

DOWN
1. Forbids
2. Sunburn saviour
3. Frau's partner
4. Volcanic problem
5. At leisure, About it, 

Play from here
6. Mesozoic, Paleozo-

ic, Eocene
7. Everything. 

Seriously.
8. There's eight in one

9. "This is one _____ 
that's going to be 
played my way" 
-Soft Cell

10. Internet anonymiz-
er

11. Post saver
12. Major state of 

disarray
13. Buttercup or sea 

creature?
14. Half a Jackson
15. What concrete does
20. Hawaiian tuber
24. Kosher
26. City on the Yamuna 

River
27. Beloved big game
28. Within, between
29. You can spend it in 

Romania
30. Big dash
31. Canned, 'tring,
32. Bundles for sale
33. No. Efficient.
38. Fauna partner
39. Big Indian
40. Follower of Mary
42. Theorem that it all 

amounts to naught
43. Head scratchers
47. Stare into it, it  

looks back
49. Belonging to us
50. ___ gin fizz

51. Satisfy desire
53. Hippy hug
54. Dick, Chapman, 

Morgan
56. Love, Bird's, Crow's
57. Rewarding mug
58. Republicans, for 

short.
59. This is just a 

_______ thing
60. Little scribbling
61. "A likely story!"
66. People who help
67. Keeping in time
69. Stovetop, Home on 

the, Mountain
70. Apex people
71. Euripides drama
75. Honolulu home
76. Delectable corn 

fungus
77. Blunted blade
78. Kind of rule
79. Small Greek viper
80. Have you ever been 

to it Billy?
81. Criminal patriarch
82. No daylight saved

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  STRANGE questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

cats do recognize their own 
names — even if they walk 
away when they hear them.”

 
Q.  Body language is the 
first way we learn to com-
municate, and it exerts a 
powerful influence even 
after we figure out how 
to speak.  Crossed arms, 
eye contact, forced smile 
— are these innate or 
learned in childhood?

A.  Psychologist David 
Matsumoto studied Olym-
pic and Paralympic judo 
competitors from over 30 
countries, including those 
who could see and others 
who’d been blind from 
birth, says Teal Burrell in 
“Discover” magazine.  “It 
turned out all athletes made 
similar gestures when they 
won — arms raised wide, 
chest out, head tilted back.”  
Never having sight, the 
blind athletes couldn’t have 
learned those expressions.  
In fact, blind people “ges-
ture when they talk, even to 
others who are blind.”

But the same study did 
show that culture also exerts 
some influence:  competi-
tors from different countries 
who lost a match carried 
themselves differently.  
“Athletes from Western 
countries, where culture 
teaches people to hide 
shame, showed more muted 
response and didn’t slump 
their shoulders as much,” 
whereas blind athletes from 
the same Western countries 
“slumped dramatically in 
defeat.”

 
Interestingly, you can use 

body language to change 
how you and others feel.  
For example, research con-
firms that “forcing a smile 
can make running easier 
and tough tasks less stress-
ful.”  Also, making good eye 
contact may help convince 
people that you’re trust-
worthy and intelligent.

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 
published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

TRAVEL ABROAD WITH THE OBSERVER

Names: Wendland Gage    Location: French River, Ontario   Reason for travel: Annual fishing trip   Date: June, 2019

Interesting Facts: French River, also known as Rivière-des-Français, is a municipality in the Canadian province of Ontario, in the Sudbury District. The 
municipality had a population of 2,662 in the Canada 2016 Census. It was formed in 1999 through the merger of the Township of Cosby, Mason and 
Martland and surrounding unincorporated portions of the Unorganized North Sudbury District. It was named after the French River that flows through 
the municipality. The borders of the municipality are composed of Highway 69 to the west (the French River Trading Post and French River Inn properties 
are also included within the municipal boundary), West Arm to the north on Highway 535 ( just east of Shaw Rd.), the end of Wolseley Bay Rd to the east 
(Highway 528) and the community of Monetville to the northeast. [SUBMITTED  |  FACTS SOURCED FROM WIKIPEDIA]

 � STRANGE: Is our body language 
inate or something we learn as kids?
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1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188 | M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

THIS WEEKS DEALS!
JUNE 27 - 30   4 DAYS ONLY!
THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 10-59-6

6x36 
Amaya 

Wood Ash

$199
/sq ft

 12”x 24”  
Calacatta HD 
Polished Tile

$199
/sq ft

Floor or Wall
Printed

Tiles

$279
/sq ft

Modern
All-Glass

Backsplsh

$397
/sq ft

2x4 4x12
4x16 Modern

White Wall Tile

$187
/sq ft

12” x 24” 
Slate-Look 

Porcelain Tile

$297
/sq ft

Floor or Wall
8-Inch

Hexagon Tiles

$279
/sq ft

Statuario Venato 
Piazza HD 

Polished Porcelain

$1199
/sq ft

12x24 
PORCELAIN

 TILE 
CLEAROUT!

99¢
/sq ft

16x32 Statuario 
Venato HD Polished 
Rectified Porcelain

$299
/sq ft

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99 REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

Porcelain
Arabesque 
Backsplash

$469
/sq ft

REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

2” x 6”
Carrara Marble 

Tile

$997
/sq ft

REG 19.99REG 19.99REG 19.99REG 19.99 REG 21.99REG 21.99REG 21.99REG 21.99
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