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Province pushes ahead 
with changes despite 
municipal opposition

MUNICIPAL MATTERS

There was plenty of merriment to be had at this year’s Robin in the Hood Medieval Festival, which was held over the weekend under sunny skies 
at Elmira’s Gibson Park. Area school children were bused in for an education day on Friday, while Saturday saw huge crowds come out to enjoy 
a day in 12th century Nottingham, England.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Ontario communities have raised concerns about 
Bill 108’s sweeping changes to planning controls

THE MAN IN THE HOOD RETURNS

concerns about significantly 
reducing timelines for making 
planning decisions, and chang-
ing how growth-related costs are 
funded through the Development 
Charges Act, for instance.

The government maintains the 
bill addresses the affordability 
and housing supply in Ontario by 
streamlining development approv-
als, supporting a range and mix of 
housing options as well as reducing 
and providing more certainty about 
municipal development charges.

Municipalities have a different 
take, however.

“This is just another piece of 
legislation that the province has 
changed on us and changed the 
rules in a very significant way,” 
said Wellesley Township planner 
Geoff Vanderbaaren in addressing 
the issue at council last month. 
“[There are] very short timeframes 
for this. You’ll see a lot of munic-
ipalities have said  ‘there’s a lot 
of unknowns in here because we 
don’t have regulations.’”

Municipalities across the 
province have been vocal in op-
position to the changes, opting to 
make official objections during 
the comment period and seeking 
the support of other communities 
in passing critical resolutions.

Common concerns include 
changes to eliminate development 
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BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

The province’s Bill 108 – the More 
Homes, More Choice Act – has been 
widely panned by municipalities 

across 
Ontario, 

with local 
councils be-

ing no excep-
tion. A plethora 

of objections, spear-
headed by the Region 

of Waterloo, have been backed 
by Wellesley and Woolwich town-
ships, for instance.

The bill, critics say, will have 
negative impacts on munic-
ipalities’ ability to carry out 
community building and good 
planning.

The sweeping legislation 
amends 13 acts, including the 
Planning Act and Development 
Charges Act, a move the province 
says cuts red tape and which op-
ponents say gives still more power 
to developers eager to override 
local planning decisions.

Introduced early in May and 
passed just over a month later, 
the bill reflects the quick turn-
around and limited opportunity 
for consultation that has been the 
hallmark of the Ford government 
elected a year ago. 

Local municipal planners raised 
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Flooding issues being top of mind, the Grand River 
Conservation Authority (GRCA) shifts its mitigation 
studies to the Nith River, with a public information 
set for June 26 from 4-8 p.m. at the New Hamburg 
Community Hall. The information session will follow a 
drop-in open house format, where information about 
the study will be available and members of the project 
team will be present to answer questions. 

A Greenhouse Road, Breslau location has been tapped 
as the site for a park-and-ride train station under a plan 
to extend GO Transit services to Kitchener by 2011. The 
project would see the construction of a small station 
and parking for 700 cars (with room for an additional 
350) on land running along the existing CN/God-
erich-Exeter Railway tracks running south of Hwy. 7. 

From the June 13, 2009 edition of The Observer

FLOOD INPUT FROM THE ARCHIVES 

THAT TIME OF YEAR

School is out for good for three Linwood PS staff, including kindergarten teacher Jean Healey-Martin (left) and secretary 
Debbie Deckert.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Time to say goodbye at Linwood PS

Auditors give Wellesley finances a clean bill of health
BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Low levels of debt and a 
strong equity position have 
put Wellesley in a good fis-
cal position, a review of the 
township’s books reveals.

“I’m pleased to say the 
audit did go very smoothly 
again this year. I daresay 
perhaps the smoothest au-
dit in our time as auditors AUDIT | 04

here,” Mike Ardnt of Gra-
ham Mathew Professional 
Corporations told coun-
cillors meeting Tuesday 
night. “I would say that’s 
a very strong reflection 
of the growth and the de-
velopment of the team of 
finance professionals that 
you’ve assembled here.”

Wellesley finance staff 
prepared financial state-
ments for the auditor, who 

found the financial situa-
tion for 2018 to be  similar 
to that of 2017, Ardnt not-
ed. 

One highlight is the 
outstanding tax receiv-
able amount of $385,962, 
the lowest in the past five 
years, council heard, sig-
nificantly below $617,469 
in 2017.

“This is a good reflection 
of collecting taxes and 

staying on top of arrears 
and so forth,” said Ardnt.

The Township of Welles-
ley owns 6.6 per cent of 
shares in Waterloo North 
Hydro, which was noted 
as a profitable venture. 
It increased in value by 
$231,000 last year and has 
grown by a total of $4.8 
million since Wellesley 
acquired the investment. 
The holdings provided 

$275,000 in cash dividends 
as well as $135,000 in inter-
est earned in 2018.

“So again, it continues 
to actually put a fairly 
substantial amount of cash 
into the township’s cof-
fers,” said Ardnt. 

The long-term debt of 
Wellesley continued to 
decrease, dropping by 
$113,000 last year. The 
auditor predicted that the 

debt should be repaid, bar-
ring unexpected circum-
stances, within six to seven 
years.

The annual surplus in 
the statements was around 
$53,000, mostly due to 
lower depreciation on cap-
ital assets as well as cost 
savings in several different 
departments. 

Arndt also credited the 

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

The school year is winding 
down as it does every June 
at this time, but this year 
is significant for many 
teachers and staff who 
won’t be returning again in 
September. 

At Linwood Public 
School, that list includes 
Debbie Deckert, secretary 
at Linwood PS, is retiring 
after 44 years of working 
in the building. Alongside 
her is 34-year kindergarten 
teacher and Winterbourne 
resident Jean Healey-Mar-
tin, and Michelle Speck, 
who has taught Grade 1 at 
the school for 32 years. 

Deckert noted the dy-
namic atmosphere that has 
made her career exciting; 
no two days are quite the 
same.

“Everybody says ‘dear 
god, don’t you get bored?’ 
Well no,” said Deckert. 
“We’ve gone through four 
renovations of the office 
area, ... the staff changes 
all the time.  We’ve had this 
is our seventh principal; 
we’ve had ten vice-prin-
cipals. And of course, the 
kids change. Everything 

changes around you, so it 
doesn’t get boring; it just 
doesn’t.”

“I’ve loved my time at 
Linwood, so that’s why I’ve 
ended up staying here,” 
said Healey-Martin. “It’s 
an interesting school be-
cause of the combination 
of children. We have our 
English-speaking children, 
and we have our Old-Order 
Mennonite children.”

Both Deckert and 
Healey-Martin noted some 
significant changes over 
the decades they have 
worked at the school, cred-
iting the most significant 
change to technological 
advancement.

Teachers once used to 
hand write report cards on 
triplicate, and once used 
Gestetner machines (first 
patented in 1879) to make 
copies.

“Technology is a big 
change,” said Healey-Mar-
tin. “Down at the senior 
end, the Grade 7s and 8s, 
some of them have cell 
phones now. It is very dif-
ferent. We’ve gone from 
having a computer lab, to 
no labs - now it’s just (Goo-
gle) Chromebooks.”

“We got our first com-

puter that looked like an 
upright toaster in 1991,” 
added Deckert.

Other changes include the 
structure of the kindergar-
ten classroom: the program 
transitioned from a half-
time program into full-time. 

There are many aspects 
of their jobs they will miss, 
in particular the children, 
the Linwood PS produc-
tions, and the field trips, 
such as a fire safety day at 
the Linwood fire station. 

So what will they do with 
all that newfound time?

“Everybody asks that,” 
said Deckert, referring to 
her retirement plans. “First 
of all, nothing. Absolutely 
nothing. Because I am not 
a morning person, so I’m 
looking forward to sleeping 
in. Besides that, to travel. 
I’ve always been a big the-
atre person. I want to join 
the choir and the historical 
society.”

“I’m happy. I’m looking 
forward to more flexibility. 
I don’t do a lot of sleeping 
in, but I will have a little 
more freedom and choice 
in what I’m doing,” said 
Healey-Martin. “Like more 
time gardening, a little bit 
of travelling.”

Marking National Indigenous People's Day
BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

The Waterloo Region Muse-
um is celebrating National 
Indigenous People’s Day 
with a special guest speaker 
next week. Phil Monture 
from Six Nations of the 
Grand River in southwestern 
Ontario will be delivering a 
talk called Understand Our 

Region and Territorial Ac-
knowledgement on June 19.

 “Phil will tell the story 
of his community and the 
Haldimand Proclamation 
(Treaty) of 1784. The treaty 
covers lands for six miles 
on each side of the Grand 
River from Lake Erie to its 
source,” said Adèle Hempel, 
manager/curator of Region 
of Waterloo Museums in a 

release, noting the territory 
was given to Six Nations 
members, who had served 
on the British side during 
the American Revolution.

Monture is a Mohawk 
who has spent the last four 
decades researching both 
public and private archives 
to find out just what exact-
ly happened to land given 
to the Indigenous commu-

nity, along with a historical 
view of land transactions. 

He is an experienced 
speaker, having given 
plenty of talks in the past, 
sharing the findings of his 
research. He will also cover 
current Six Nations’ claims 
in Canada and provide 
the audience with a better 
understanding and more 
in-depth perspective of the 

history of the land here in 
the Waterloo Region. 

It will also increase au-
dience members capacity 
to make connections be-
tween treaties and local 
geographies and history, 
and will mention several 
other treaties held by the 
Six Nations, including the 
“One Spoon” treaty and the 
“Two strip wampum.”

Those interested should 
act fast, as seating for the 
presentation is limited. To 
attend, RSVP at 519-748-1914 
or by email at waterloore-
gionmuseum@regionofwa-
terloo.com by June 14. The 
presentation will take place 
from 7-9 p.m. on June 19, and 
it is free to attend. For more 
information, visit www.wa-
terlooregionmuseum.ca.
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charges for what are called 
soft services, which could 
cut financial tools available 
for the townships to fund 
parks, libraries,  recreation 
centres, and similar com-
munity infrastructure. 

“The bill amends the De-
velopment Charges Act in a 
way that reduces a munic-
ipality’s ability to collect 
development charges to 
pay for growth and related 
infrastructure. This further 
shifts the cost of growth 
onto existing taxpayers 
and in the view of region 
staff, will neither assist in 
meet housing supply needs 
nor improve affordability,” 
wrote regional planning 
staff in commenting on Bill 
108. “The Region of Water-
loo participated in a variety 
of provincial consultation 
sessions on this issue ear-
lier this year and believes 
any reduction to devel-
opment charges would be 
counterproductive, ineffi-
cient and ineffective.”

The issue is also a con-
cern in Wellesley.

“I think the biggest im-
pact for us is going to be 
the two things in here that 
deal with the parkland and 
the development charges. 
Those are significant chang-
es in how municipalities are 
able to fund certain things,” 
said Vanderbaaren. “The 
parkland is going to require 

some additional work on our 
behalf and trying to figure 
out how best to work that 
into the existing processes 
that we have now.” 

Under this new bill, the 
township will be faced 
with substantially reduced 
timelines on development 
applications. Official plans 
and amendments would 
be reduced from 210 to 150 
days,  zoning bylaws from 
150 to 90 days, and plans 
of a subdivision from 180 
to 120 days. The province 
argues that this will lead 
to a more efficient housing 
market, but the municipal-
ities say that it could have a 
detrimental effect instead.

“A comment that I’ve 
heard several times today 
is that it’s taking the de-
cision-making away from 
the local community,” 
said Wellesley Mayor Joe 
Nowak. “It’s probably more 
in tune for what the devel-
opers are going to want.”

“There’s certainly some 
of that,” said Vanderbaaren 
in response. “They seem 
to do sort of a good change 
to it ... but then they also 
throw in two things that go 
backward. So they’re doing 
some good, but they’re 
doing some things that are 
going backwards in time.” 

For its part, Woolwich 
endorsed the region’s input 
as part of its comments on 
the bill.

 � CHANGES: Critics left dissatisfied
FROM COVER

township’s ability to keep 
staffing levels and costs 
under control as a reason 
for its fiscal health, noting 
the staff complement re-
mained at 32 in 2018, with 
only two new additions in 
the past five years.

“You continue to carry 
out the services that you’re 
performing and provided 
to the residents and still 
doing so in a pretty re-
sponsible manner there, as 
well,” he said. 

“Overall, the financial 
health of the township 
remains very strong. 
And the township is very 
well-positioned for future 
growth. I think that’s real-
ly a good reflection of the 
consistent financial man-
agement that the town-

 � AUDIT: Wellesley books pass muster
FROM 03 ship has undertaken over 

the past several years,” 
said Ardnt. 

The report was welcome 
news to those around the 
council table.

“It was an excellent 
report, and we appreci-
ate that,” said Mayor Joe 
Nowak. “I think the staff 
needs some credit for this 
too because they watch 
their spending very care-
fully. And I’ll give the coun-
cil a pat on the back, too. 

“At the budget time last 
year, we went line by line, 
and we took our time, and 
we debated. And we came 
up with I thought, a fair tax 
increase. So all in all, it was 
a very good year.”

The full audit report can 
be found online at www.
wellesley.ca.

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Six young artists have 
been selected for this 
year’s Wellesley Idol com-
petition. Coming from 
across the rural Waterloo 
Region, those chosen will 
be testing their skill and 
resolve and straining their 
vocal chords in a series of 
concerts, starting with the 
semi-finals at the Welles-
ley Fall Fair on September 
10.

The youth saw their first 
bit of action on May 26 at 
the Idol tryouts, where 12 
hopefuls were narrowed 
down to six contestants. 
The fair will see the num-
ber of competitors cut by 
half again in time for the 
final contest at the Apple 
Butter and Cheese Festival 
on September 28.

“I’m very excited to hear 
a little more of what they 
can do,” said Idol mentor 
Allister Bradley. “We only 
get a chance to hear two 
songs at the open tryouts. 
But it was enough for us 
to imagine them being on 
a stage in front of the ABC 

crowd.”
First up is Baden’s 

15-year-old Arianna Riedl. 
A student at Eastwood 
Collegiate Institute, Riedl 
is channeling her twin pas-
sions for drama and music 
at this year’s competitions. 
Though young, she is no 
stranger to performing in 
front of large crowds, hav-
ing sung at events as the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Okto-
berfest and at the Canadian 
Model and Talent Conven-
tion in Toronto.

Joining Riedl from Wil-
mot Township is Eden 
Klassen. Klassen has been 
writing music since she 
was eight-years-old. Wow-
ing judges at the open try-
outs in May, the rapper and 
singer/songwriter punched 
her ticket for a chance to 
perform at this year’s fall 
festival.

Sixteen-year-old Hadley 
Mustakas of West Montrose 
has a bit of a dramatic 
flair, she’s been told, and 
it’s a quality she’s put to 
good use. Coming from a 
family of thespians and 
performers, Mustakas has 
certainly become a promi-

nent performer in her own 
right. She’s been on stage 
at Drayton Entertainment, 
taken leading roles in high 
school and community 
theatre, performed with 
the KW Glee and, in her 
spare moments, finds time 
to read, write, sing, dance 
and hone her craft.

With a sax in hand, a 
piano at her fingertips, or a 
guitar cradled in her arms, 
Jordan Vogt can jam and 
create music with the best 
of them. The 15-year-old 
out of Linwood is the con-
summate young musician, 
with a gifted singing voice 
that she has lent freely, be 
it with her church through 
choir, or with her friends 
around the campfire. Be-
tween music and school, 
Vogt finds enjoyment in 
her down time through 
horseback riding and bik-
ing.

At just 12 years of age, 
Jorja Smith is the youngest 
contestant in this year’s 
Idol competition. But 
don’t let the age fool you: 
the Baden resident has 
developed a passion for 
music which developed 

from a young age. Already, 
she has recorded music 
as part of a group of per-
formers for the children’s 
songbook Earth Anthems. 
She’s also a member of 
the KW Pop Rock Choir, 
and this summer has a 
gig performing with the 
band 8 Second Ride. She 
diligently studies her art at 
the Renaissance School of 
Music, but also finds time 
for soccer, swimming and 
dancing.

Completing the list of 
competitors is 16-year-old 
Phoenix Case from Elmira. 
A veritable polymath, with 
interests ranging from 
singing and playing the 
guitar, to her involvement 
with the EDSS robotics 
team. Case can weld a ro-
bot together as easily as 
she can strum out a few 
chords on her instrument, 
and rounds out her tech-
nical and artistic aspects 
with her love of soccer and 
volleyball.

Mentoring and evaluat-
ing the six this year along-
side Bradley, will be Amy 
Rola, John “Beetle” Bailey, 
JP Sunga and Tim Louis.

Six young performers selected to take 
part in this year's Wellesley Idol contest

IT'S ALREADY THE DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

Dog owners were out for the grand “o-paw-ning” of the Elmira off-leash dog park on June 7. Located near the 1st Elmira Scouts meeting place at 75 Oriole Pkwy. 
E., the park offers a fenced-off space with shade for dogs to run free. On the left is Vinny Van Elswyk and Ali with Arlo the dog. Top right, Lucas, Nick and Ethan 
Floto checking out the park with Molly. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

GET IT IN THEA Winning Tradition ...

observerxtra.com/award

A Winning Tradition ...
The Observer was awarded First Place for Best 
Community Website and Second Place for Best Sports 
Section in the News Media Canada Newspaper 
Competition announced Monday June 10, 2019.



COMMUNITY NEWS  | 05THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 2019 |  THE OBSERVER 

8 Snyder Ave. N., Elmira, ON  |  519.669.4111
www.chartwell.com

CHARTWELL ELMIRA 
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

ALL ARE WELCOME 
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Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
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9am - 3pm
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Reg.$3.99 /lb

We carry locally sourced in-season vegetables & fruits!
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$6.99/lb Reg.$7.25 /lb
ST. ALBERT

MILD CHEDDAR

SLICED PIZZA PEPPERONI
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/lb

The Ontario Provincial Po-
lice Opioids Working Group 
last week released their 
Opioids and Overdoses: 
Impact and Strategies re-
port, which highlights the 
alarming increase of opi-
oid overdoses and deaths 
across Ontario. 

The report contains in-
formation relating to OPP 
opioid seizures, overdoses 
and relevant strategies.

Among the key infor-

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

JUNE 3

 ■ 1:10 PM | Perth County OPP 
investigated the theft of a mini 
tractor and utility trailer from 
a business near Millbank that 
occurred sometime overnight. 
The mini tractor is described 
as a 2019 LS MT 122 model, 
blue in colour with a front 
bucket attachment.   The utility 
trailer is described as a 1998 
Home PF model, grey in colour 
with licence plate M1426D.  A 
witness described seeing a 
suspicious small red car pulling 
a similar trailer later that day. 
Police are asking anyone that 
may have witnessed anything 
to contact Perth County OPP 
at 1-888-310-1122.  Should you 
wish to remain anonymous, call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 (TIPS) or submit a secure 
web-tip at hc-cs.ca, where you 
may be eligible to receive a 
cash reward of up to $2,000.   

JUNE 5

 ■ 7:00 PM | Perth County 
OPP responded to a collision 
involving a transport truck and 
a pickup on Line 34 in Perth 
East Township. While speaking 
with the male driver of the pick-
up, the officer determined that 
the driver’s ability to operate 
a motor vehicle was impaired. 
The driver provided a breath 
sample into an approved 
screening device, which reg-
istered a fail. The 53-year-old 
Township of Perth East man 
was arrested and charged 
with ‘operation while impaired 

Police taking steps to deal with the opioid crisis

mation identified in the 
report, police noted a 35 
per cent increase in over-
dose deaths during the 
first quarter of 2019, com-
pared to the first quarter 
of 2018. 

Since September 2017, 
the OPP has administered 
naloxone on 79 occasions 
and saved 73 lives, admin-
istering the highest num-
ber of naloxone doses in 
March and April 2019.

“Every life matters; 
meaning every overdose 
occurrence will be thor-
oughly investigated. We 
owe it to each victim to 
thoroughly investigate 
every occurrence so we 
can target those who pro-
duce, import and traffic 
these harmful and deadly 
substances,” said OPP 
Superintendent Bryan 
MacKillop, director of 
the  Organized Crime 

Enforcement Bureau, in a 
release.

The focus of the OPP 
Opioids Working Group 
during the past year has 
been to establish founda-
tional elements to respond 
to the opioid crisis and 
understand the impacts of 
overdoses and opioids. The 
Opioids and Overdoses: 
Impact and Strategies re-
port can be found online at 
opp.ca/opioids.

– blood alcohol concentration 
(80 plus).’ He is scheduled to 
appear in the Ontario Court of 
Justice, Stratford on June 24 to 
answer the charge.  

 ■ 11:30 PM | Emergency 
services responded to a 
business on Menno Street 
in Breslau for a report of 
a workplace accident. A 
43-year-old male was injured 
when a piece of equipment 
struck him, requiring that he 
be transported to Grand River 
Hospital with serious injuries. 
The investigation is ongoing 
and will be continued by the 
Ontario Ministry of Labour.

JUNE 6

 ■ 5:00 PM | Wellington 
County OPP responded to a 

disturbance call at the Grand 
River Conservation Authority’s 
Elora Quarry. Initial reports 
indicated that two groups of 
young people were fighting in 
the parking lot. OPP attended 
and located one male who 
had been sprayed with an 
aerosol weapon. He was 
transported to a local hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries by Guelph-Wellington 
Paramedic Services. A knife 
was also recovered at the 
scene. As a result of investi-
gation, a 17-year-old Hamilton 
youth has been charged with 
‘possession of a prohibited 
weapon’ and is scheduled to 
appear in Guelph Provincial 
Court on July 10. Any person 
with information regarding 
this or any other criminal 
activity should contact the 

Wellington County OPP at 
1-888-310-1122.

 ■ 11:00 PM | Police on patrol 
in Milverton observed a motor 
vehicle weaving in its lane. 
The officer conducted a traffic 
stop to check on the sobriety 
of the driver and, while speak-
ing with the male driver of the 
pickup, determined his ability 
to operate a motor vehicle 
was impaired. The driver pro-
vided a breath sample into an 
approved screening device, 
which registered a fail. The 
24-year-old Milverton man 
was arrested and charged 
with ‘operation while impaired 
– blood alcohol concentration 
(80 plus). He is scheduled to 
appear in the Ontario Court of 
Justice, Stratford on July 8 to 
answer the charges. 

Emergency personnel were called to Arthur Street and Whippoorwill Drive in Elmira late Monday afternoon following a head-on collision.  [VERONICA REINER]

Emergency crews responded Tuesday after a buried gas line was punctured at a St. Clements home while work was 
being done outside the property.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

WHY YOU CALL BEFORE YOU DIG

GET IT IN THE
observerxtra.com/tips

See something happen? Have the 

inside line on a story?   Let us know!

Got a 
great
tip?

See something happen? Have the 

Let us know!



OBSERVERXTRA .COM |  THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 2019 | 6

Keep the conversation alive on topics 
of relevance to the community; write 
a letter to the Editor.

Deadline: Tuesdays 4pm

Online: observerxtra.com/write-a-letter/

JOE MERLIHAN 
PUBLISHER Ext 107

SUBCRIPTIONS
Annual subscriptions within Canada are 
availabe for $35 + hst. Contact the office or 
visit www.observerxtra.com/subscriptions
 
DISTRIBUTION CONCERNS
Concerns about local distribution can be 
addressed online at: www.observerxtra.
com/home-delivery. For immediate issues 
please call 519-894-3000.

GENERAL POLICIES
The Observer newspaper and website user 
policies can be found online on our website 
at: www.observerxtra.com

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR Ext 103

FAISAL ALI 
REPORTER Ext 102

VERONICA REINER 
REPORTER Ext 101

DONNA RUDY 
SALES MANAGER Ext 104

PATRICK MERLIHAN 
PRINT/WEB MANAGER Ext 105

NIK HARRON 
GRAPHIC DESIGNER Ext 109

CASSANDRA MERLIHAN 
GRAPHIC DESIGNER Ext 108

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters must be exclusive to The Observer, 
include name, address and phone number 
and less than 300 words. Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity. The Observer 
declines unsigned letters, announcements, 
poetry and thank-you letters.

PRESS OVERSIGHT
The Observer belongs to the National 
Newsmedia Council, a self-regulatory body 
governing Canadian newspapers. Toll free: 
1-844-877-1163 or info@mediacouncil.ca. 
Complaintants are encouraged to address 
concerns with the newspaper Editor first.

The Observer is the independent community newspaper serving the communities within 
Woolwich and Wellesley Townships in Waterloo Region. The Observer is published every 
Thursday. The Observer is located in Elmira and was founded in 1996.

20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

Phone: 519-669-5790
Toll Free: 1-888-966-5942   
Fax: 519-669-5753
Online: observerxtra.com

Letters to the Editor: editor@woolwichobserver.com | observerxtra.com/write-a-letter

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
The Observer is a member of the 
Ontario Community Newspaper Association 
(OCNA), News Media Canada and The 

Greater KW Chamber of Commerce. 

COPYRIGHT
All content produced by  The Observer is 
protected by copyright. No portion in print 
or online is to be reproduced without specif-
ic permission of the publisher. Reproduction 
rights can be obtained from Access Copy-
right located at 1 Young St., 1900 Toronto, 
ON M5E 1E5 | 416-868-1621                                           

                © 2019 Cathedral Communications Inc. 

/observerxtra

@woolwichnews

/observerxtra

Social Media:

Plastic ban may be bandwagon move, but still a good idea
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

While more mindful of 
what we throw away, 
most of us give little 

thought to what happens to 
our trash once we haul it down 
to the curb. We pay our taxes 
and expect someone to make it 
go away.

Behind the scenes, however, 
things get more complicated. 
Officials are always looking 
for ways to divert trash from 
landfills, extending their ser-
viceable lives at a time when 
building new dumps is next to 
impossible and better options 
such as incineration meet with 
roadblocks.

Expanded recycling pro-
grams help divert our trash, 
but they too are rife with 
problems, from contamination 
rendering items fit only for 
landfill to collapsing markets 
for products that aren’t really 

recyclable on a useful scale, 
and the commensurate falling 
prices for items collected in 
the blue box. Items that were 
formerly shipped off to China 
and points east, much of which 
just added to the pollution 
burden and ended up dumped 
in the oceans, no longer have 
even that dubious outlet, fur-
ther burdening already mon-
ey-losing municipal recycling 
programs.

Enter Ottawa’s plan to ban 
single-use plastic items such as 
drinking straws and cutlery. 

While certainly adopted now 
due to an upcoming election, 
the move is in keeping with a 
movement towards curbing 
the use of items such as plastic 
grocery bags that end up in 
dumps and, frequently, into 
our waterways. The European 
Union, for instance, passed 

regulations this spring to ban 
single-use items such as straws 
and Styrofoam containers by 
2021.

Other jurisdictions have 
moved to what are known as 
extended-producer responsi-
bility (EPR) programs that see 
makers and large users of such 
items – the likes of grocery 
stores and fast-food chains – 
paying most or all of the costs 
associated with collecting and 
recycling their products. Brit-
ish Columbia, for example, has 
such a program, and Ontario is 
considering something similar. 

We’ve seen something like 
this with eco fees on items 
such as electronics and tires, 
the money intended to deal 
with those goods after we’ve 
discarded them. For the most 
part, however, we don’t pay up 
front for the lifecycle of the 

products we buy. Neither do 
the makers of goods such as 
batteries (full of heavy metals), 
corrosive cleaners (toxic chem-
icals) or aerosols (particulates).

Typically, the costs of waste 
collection – later augmented 
by recycling – and pollution 
have simply been what econo-
mists call externalities: some-
one other than the manufac-
turer picks up the costs. That 
someone is the collective we: 
our taxes pay for waste man-
agement – curbside garbage 
collection, recycling facilities 
and landfill sites – and for the 
health care costs that come 
from a polluted environment. 
Individually, we pay with our 
wallets and with our health. 
The particulate matter in the 
air so prevalent on smog days 
comes with a cost not paid for 
by the manufacturers pumping 

the stuff out of their smoke-
stacks.

With plastics, much of them 
end up in our environment, 
particularly waterways. Only 
about nine per cent of Cana-
da’s plastic waste is recycled 
each year, leaving 2.8 million 
tonnes in landfill sites, or 
worse. And as we find it in-
creasingly difficult to ship our 
problems offshore, some do-
mestic action is required. Thus 
we have the federal govern-
ment's single-use plastic ban 
under consideration.

Having to find alternative 
goods and paying more to cov-
er disposal could act as some-
thing of a deterrent, making us 
think twice about buying some 
goods, both because of the cost 
and because of our new aware-
ness that items don’t simply 
disappear after we dump them.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

T he best way to deal 
with Donald Trump, 
especially if you 

are a foreign government 
negotiating trade issues, 
is to give him a little win. 
It doesn’t have to be big 
and important; he’s mainly 
interested in declaring a 
triumph, and he’ll supply 
the hot air to inflate your 
little concession into an 
allegedly major defeat free 
of charge. Just remember 
to look crest-fallen, and 
you’re home and dry.

Thus, for example, 
Trump’s recent ‘triumph’ 
over Mexico. He threatens 
escalating tariffs against 
Mexico, the Mexicans cave 
in after ten days, and the 
border problem is solved 
(until the next time he 
needs it). Only the nerds 
notice that the Mexican 

Trump, tariffs and 
how to start war

‘concessions’ are almost 
all actions that Mexico had 
already promised to take in 
quiet, orderly discussions 
with the United States 
between December and 
March.

The Canadians did even 
better when renegotiating 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 
Trump called it the “the 
worst deal ever signed,” but 
several clauses in the old 
treaty that Ottawa disliked 
were dropped. The only 

Like the bounty on Mother's Day, Father's Day has its own traditions that come into play every year.

“If we do not act now to reduce the unnecessary use of 
antibiotics to slow the process of antibiotic resistance, 
we risk facing a future where antibiotic treatments 
may no longer be effective in fighting infections. 
Many currently treatable bacterial infections could 
once again become serious threats to human health.” 

Dr. Theresa Tam, chief public health officer of Can-
ada, on a new report about our abuse of antibiotics

Nearly 60% of all food produced in Canada is lost and 
wasted annually, 11.2 million metric tonnes of which is 
good, edible food that could be rescued and redirect-
ed to support people in the community. Some 56.5 
million metric tonnes of CO2 equivalent emissions 
are created by food waste in Canada every year.  

Second Harvest Food Rescue
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GWYNNE DYER 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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Robots are coming for even those less-than-stellar Walmart jobs

H aving done much to sup-
port the outsourcing of 
jobs to China and the re-

sultant problems that followed, 
Walmart is now of course doing 
its part to replace workers with 
robots and other forms of auto-
mation. It has the means and the 
drive – i.e. the profits-above-all 
mentality – to be an early adopt-
er and advocate for the technol-
ogy.

Its push is already eliminating 
jobs, a large irony given that au-
tomation has long pushed people 
out of well-paying jobs and into 
the retail and hospitality sectors, 
and created a swath of customers 
for, you guessed it, Walmart. 

Not content with being the 
world’s largest retailer, gutting 
many small communities and 
shuttering competitors, the 
company now wants to be an 
even larger disruptor of both the 
workplace and shopping envi-
ronment, a piece this week in the 
Washington Post details.

“The nation’s largest private 
employer has unleashed an army 
of robots into more than 1,500 of 
its jumbo stores, with thousands 
of automated shelf-scanners, 
box-unloaders, artificial-intel-
ligence cameras and other ma-
chines doing the jobs once left 
to human employees,” reports 
Drew Harwell.

“Employees at a half-dozen 
newly automated Walmarts said 
the machines at times are help-
ful, even charming. Some talked 
about the robots’ personalities 
and said they had adorned them 
with employee name tags. But 
others also felt this new age of 
robotics had accelerated the pace 
of work and forced them to con-
stantly respond to the machines’ 
nagging alerts. Some said it 
made them doubt the company 
valued their work.

“This awkward interplay of 
man vs. machine could become 
one of the defining tensions of 
the modern workplace as more 
stores, hotels, restaurants and 
other businesses roll in robots 

that could boost company reli-
ability and trim labour costs.”

Labour costs are at the root of 
push.

Increasingly, good-paying 
jobs have disappeared, replaced 
by crappy service jobs. Well, in 
part. Fact is, across Canada and 
the U.S., there are fewer real jobs 
even as the population increases. 
Where the labour hasn’t been 
sent offshore, high immigration 
levels – legal or otherwise – have 
been used to drive down wages 
and to provide fodder for our 
consumer society. The one fi-
nanced by debt that reaches new 
record levels each month, collec-
tively now more than $2 trillion.

Increasingly, those service jobs 
– crappy and even those that 
aren’t – that are hyped by those 
eager to hide the truth from us 
are at risk through automation. 
Machines have already displaced 

many workers, but even jobs in 
the hospitality industry – wait-
ers, hotel workers, retail clerks 
– seem destined to be replaced 
in the shift to automation and 
robotics. An Oxford University 
study, for instance, predicted 
that machines might be able to 
perform half of all U.S. jobs in 
the next two decades. 

Jobs will be lost, certainly. 
Some new ones will be created, 
of course, though likely not 
enough to offset the losses. And 
there will be skill set mismatches 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

that will add to the challenge.
None of that matters to those 

concerned only about profits, 
a common issue with corpora-
tions, especially Walmart.

“The robots also don’t com-
plain, ask for raises, or require 
vacations and bathroom breaks. 
During a company earnings call 
in August, Walmart president 
and chief executive Doug McMil-
lon said the machines were an 
important part of how the com-
pany, which has annual revenue 
of $500 billion, could trim waste 
and ‘operate with discipline,’” 
the Post story notes.

What Walmart is doing today 
will push down the costs of 
technology and help ensure it 
spreads within the retail indus-
try ... and beyond.

Let’s look at the trucking in-
dustry, for example, one of the 
largest employers and a place 

where there are jobs for those 
without higher education. Ac-
cording to the American Trucker 
Association, there are 3.5 million 
professional truck drivers in the 
U.S. – it’s the most common job 
in more than half the states. Add 
to that another 5.2 million in jobs 
within the trucking industry. 
On top of that, there are mil-
lions more in related jobs, from 
logistics right on through to the 
diners and motels that cater to 
drivers.

Now, imagine all of the jobs 
disappearing as a result of a driv-
erless truck. 

The technology already exists 
today, just as it does with driv-
erless cars, another use of tech-
nology destined to displace jobs 
such as cabbies and couriers. 
Driverless buses and trains will 
eliminate the need for transit 
workers, many of them an in-
creasing burden on governments 
and taxpayers.  

Automated transportation, 
from cars to airplanes, is safer, 
more efficient and much less 
costly to operate – computers 
don’t fall asleep, take bathroom 
breaks, drink on the job or a host 
of other human foibles. For all 
those reasons, driverless is the 
future of transportation.

This isn’t science fiction 
anymore. It’s here, and the tech-
nology’s spread is inevitable. 
The same transformation will 
migrate to many fields. Not just 
McJobs, but into accounting, 
medicine, teaching and host of 
other jobs that now pay well, and 
are typically considered safe. 

Once upon a time, automation 
was a panacea that was to lead to 
a mythical leisure society – the 
machines would do the work, 
while we reaped the benefit of 
reclaimed time to do what we 
wanted rather than the drudg-
ery of work. As we’ve seen so 
far, technology has extended 
workweeks and displaced people 
from high-paying to lesser jobs. 
Walmart’s actions will exacer-
bate that trend.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

Canadian concession was 
to give U.S. dairy produc-
ers access to 10 per cent of 
the Canadian milk market 
(that’s just three million 
people) – if they can per-
suade those Canadians to 
buy their bovine growth 
hormone-treated milk.

A very small price to pay, 
but nobody in Canada was 
so foolish as to crow out 
loud that they had seen 
the Americans off. The Ca-
nadian negotiators looked 
suitably hangdog and de-
feated, and Trump claimed 
the credit for a “great deal” 
and a “historic transac-
tion.” Game, set and match 
to Ottawa.

And so to the grand dra-
ma of Trump’s tariff war 

with China. This one ought 
to be a no-brainer, because 
China is in an extremely vul-
nerable position. Its exports 
to America are worth almost 
three times as much as U.S. 
exports to China, so it really 
cannot afford to lose the U.S. 
market. Chinese President 
Xi Jinping should just give 
Trump enough to make him 
happy – he’s easily pleased 
– and move on to the next 
problem. 

To the extent that Don-
ald Trump calculates his 
moves beforehand, this 
would have been his cal-
culation, and it is logically 
correct. But it didn’t work 
out that way: after a year of 
escalation and counter-es-
calation, the two countries 
are nearing the point 

where they will have im-
posed 25 per cent tariffs on 
all of each other’s exports. 
What went wrong? 

Trump issued his usual 
threats and was the first to 
escalate at every step of the 
dance, but if the Mexicans 
and the Canadians can 
work around his histrion-
ics, why can’t the Chinese?

Maybe it’s just pride: 
Xi simply can’t abide the 
vision of Trump capering 
with joy as he celebrates 
his victory over the Chi-
nese. Or maybe it’s fear: 
letting Trump have a vic-
tory (and a real one, this 
time) would so humiliate 
Xi in the eyes of his own 
colleagues and rivals that 
his own position would be 
in danger.

It’s probably the latter. 
The negotiations seemed 
to be going well, with 
Trump predicting an “epic” 
deal and praising his dear 
friend Xi. Then suddenly in 
early May the White House 
complained that China 
was trying to re-negotiate 
points previously agreed, 
and the whole thing fell 
apart. It feels like Xi lost an 
argument at home – which 
would imply that he is 
considerably less secure 
in power than everybody 
assumed.

In either case, Xi is 
making a big mistake. The 
Chinese economy is not 
doing well. Factory out-
put is declining, and new 
car sales fell last year for 
the first time since 1990. 

 �DYER:  Trump is to blame for many things going wrong, but China's problems go beyond his disjointed tariff policy

FROM 6 China’s total debt, even on 
untrustworthy official fig-
ures, is nearing three times 
annual GDP, which is the 
level where panic usually 
sets in. In fact, it’s the level 
at which Japan’s three-de-
cade economic depression 
began in 1991.

Strip out all the unpro-
ductive investment and 
creative accountancy, and 
Chinese GDP grew last year 
by less than two per cent. 
Employment is stagnant, 
retail sales are falling, the 
stock market dropped by 
a quarter last year. This is 
not an economy in good 
shape to withstand a pro-
longed trade war.

The great fear of the 
Chinese Communist Party 
is that people will turn 

against the regime if the 
economy stalls and living 
standards stop rising. They 
certainly don’t love the re-
gime. Why else would they 
obey it? This theory may be 
tested to destruction in the 
next few years.

So if Xi is not free to do 
a trade deal with the U.S. 
and the Chinese economy 
tanks, what must he do to 
save Communist rule and 
his own power? He will 
need a foreign war, or at 
least the threat of one, in 
order to get nationalism on 
his side. Not war with the 
United States, of course. 
That would be crazy. But 
Taiwan would do nicely.

And this is one that 
you really can’t blame on 
Trump.
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: www.observerxtra.com/score

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

Three-year-old trotting colt Esa’s path to the Ontario 
Sires Stakes winner’s circle was a winding one, but the 
youngster finally made it with a 1:58.4 effort in the first 
$22,800 Grassroots division at Grand River Raceway 
on June 5. Sold for $145,000 at the 2017 Lexington 
Selected Yearling Sale, the regally bred youngster 
encountered his first trial soon after arriving at trainer 
Jimmy Takter’s New Jersey farm.

A group of Indigenous and non-Indigenous walkers 
led by Anishnaabe elder Mary Anne Caibaiosai will 
walk the length of the Grand River from source to 
mouth as a way of honouring the river and the sacred-
ness of water. Members of the public are invited to 
join the trek from Dundalk to Lake Erie from June 15 
to 21.
 

BACK ON TRACK OUT FOR A LONG WALK

Love Your Feet!
I f  foot  & lower  l imb pain are  affec t ing 
your  qual i t y  of  l i fe,  our  exper ienced 

pedor thists  want  to  help!
SOS Phy s iot he rapy  (Elmira)

3 Wyatt  St . E. , Suite  2
Elmira, ON N3B 2H4

Tel  (519)  669-1212

Woolwich  Phy s iot he rapy
8-25 Indust r ia l  Dr ive
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Tel  (519)  669-2578

www.k imbe r l y r au . c om

Trigator triathlon organizers expect 900 participants as event marks its 10th year

Hundreds of kids to give it  
a tri at WMC this weekend

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

It sounds like an impos-
sible event to organize: 900 
children, from as young as 
three years of age up to 14, 
will be running, biking and 
swimming in what may be 
the largest single day kids’ 
triathlon in the country. 
And yet, that’s exactly what 
is happening this weekend 
in Elmira.

This year marks the 
tenth anniversary for the 
annual fundraising event, 
which since its start has 
grown to be immensely 
popular amongst parents 
and kids alike. Nine-hun-
dred participants might 
seem like a lot – and it is 
– but the demand for the 
non-competitive triathlon 
has exploded beyond what 
the organization can ac-
commodate at the Elmira 
location.

“It really has become 
the largest kids' triathlon 
certainly in Canada,” said 
Paul Helsby, co-founder 
and race director for the 
Trigator for Kids. “There's 
not that many that would 
have a single-day race of 
900 kids, even in North 
America. It's a very unusu-
al success.”

The Trigator has become 
so popular, parents have to 
be ready to snatch up tick-
ets right when they become 
available – in February. De-
spite the long gap between 
the time of registration 
and the event itself, tickets 
sell out in minutes of them 
being on offer. That people 

TRIGATOR | 09

STARTING 'EM YOUNG

A nyone who has ever 
shot a traditional 
bow, whether at 

summer camp or later in 
life, knows that focus is key 
to consistent accuracy. 

Many people, in fact, 
liken shooting a recurve 
or longbow to a pitcher 
throwing a baseball, in 
that you need to focus 
with laser-like intensity 
on the spot you are aiming 
at. And, just as you don’t 
consciously control your 
hands, body and release 
when pitching, you don’t 
consciously control your 
bow arm, drawing hand 
and release when shoot-
ing traditionally without 
sights. You simply focus on 
the target, draw and release 
relying on muscle memory 
and good form to place the 
arrow exactly where you 
are staring at.

This is just one reason 
baseball catchers wear shin 
pads, a chest protector, 
mask, glove and helmet 
rather than, say, a bikini. 

As if that’s not enough, 
the standard advice while 
going through the shot 
process is to remove every 
single thought from your 
head. This, I believe, is why 
people always assume I’m a 
natural shot.

All this advice is abso-
lutely sound. The second 
you begin thinking about 
anything during a shot 
process is the second you 
lose focus and miss. And 
just so you know, operating 
without a single thought in 
your head is not as easy as I 
make it look.

Fortunately, this morn-
ing I was able to pull it 
off. And, as a result, I was 
shooting very well – which 
is not an easy thing to do 

The hocus-pocus 
of staying in focus

with shoes on the wrong 
feet.

I was continually hitting 
the bag target I placed on 
my lawn dead centre from 
out to 25 yards as if it were 
the easiest thing in the 
world. It was getting so 
simple in fact that when I 
got to my target to remove 
my arrow, I turned and saw 
a solitary dandelion further 
out on the lawn about 27 
yards away.

So, filled with confi-
dence, I smiled, nocked an 
arrow and raised my bow, 
stared that lone dandelion 
down, drew and let loose.  
What followed was one of 
those Zen-like moments 
where all my focus was 
centred on that dandelion, 
and absolutely no thought 
was interfering with the 
shot process. I was on auto-
pilot and watched as, quick 
as a flash, my arrow flew 
true and cut the stem just 
below the yellow flower. 

I smiled again and took it 
all in, for, just like that, I had 
made perhaps the best ar-
chery shot of my entire life. 

Of course, I was elated.
After I retrieved the ar-

row, I walked back to my 25 
yard marker and looked at 
the target again. Filled with 
pride, I focused on it and 
began to draw and, as I did 
so, I thought, “Wait till I tell 
Tom about this.”

I not only missed the 
mark I was aiming at on the 

GALEA | 09

are already thinking about 
the triathlon in the middle 
of winter is perhaps an in-
dicator of its impact.

“We had 723 kids register 
in 16 minutes this year,” 
said Helsby. “And then the 
balance, 875, was sold out 
within 90 minutes, which 
is always the case.”

Helsby attributes the 

popularity of the event to a 
number of factors, includ-
ing its $30 price tag. The 
Trigator also goes out of 
its way to sponsors partic-
ipants unable to afford the 
fee to run for free. In that 
same spirit of inclusion, 
the event strives to be ac-
cessible to kids with special 
needs.

“I think for the most 
part, it's really more about 
the fact that it gives kids 
a chance to participate in 
something new. It's some-
thing all kids can do.

“We really try to make it 
just fun. We're not about 
who wins, we don't have 
podiums. If you come and 
you race, and you do your 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

The annual Trigator in Elmira has exploded in popularity over the years, raising hundreds of thousands of dollars for 
local charities in the process. [FILE PHOTO]
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DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS • FARM LANEWAYS • SAND & GRAVEL

1-800-265-8764FREE
ESTIMATES

P.O. BOX 40, MOOREFIELD, ON  NOG 2K0

Roast 
Chicken Roll

Store Made Deli Sliced

WEEKLY SPECIALS

$4.49 REG. PRICE
$4.99 /lb.

Sirloin 
Beef Steak

Smoked 
Sausages

Smoked 
Pork Chops

REG. PRICE
$24.99 ea. 

$22.99

$8.49
3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$4.99

Smoked 
Cheddarwurst

Store Made

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

REG. PRICE
$10.49 /lb.

$7.99

Angus 
Burgers

Fresh Cut Your WayStore Made

Store Made (12 x 6 oz.)

REG. PRICE
$9.49 /lb.

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

Store Made Regular or Garlic

Specials from June 17th - June 22nd

Kids swim, bike and then run all at the Woolwich Memorial Centre this Saturday. Distances vary by age group and the 
youngest group of 3- to 5-year-olds may be assisted by their parents. [FILE PHOTO]

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Wellesley athletes and 
teams who record success 
during the year will now 
have their achievement 
formally recognized by 
the township, with certif-
icates to be given out at 
the municipality’s annual 
backyard barbecue. This 
year’s outing is set for 
next week already, but 
officials aren’t letting 
short-notice get in the 
way.

Meeting this week, 
township councillors laid 
out the groundwork for 
the new recognition pro-
tocol, noting that every 
year there are residents 
involved in a variety of 
sports who make good at 
the league, provincial and, 
occasionally, national 
levels.

The township’s recog-
nition event would be a 
chance for teams or in-
dividuals those who win 
league championships, 
the equivalent or higher 

target, I missed the entire 
target bag.

Needless to say, I re-
trieved my arrow, had a 
good laugh and then, refo-
cused and shot reasonably 
well until I had had enough. 

As soon as I walked in the 
house, I called my buddy 
Tom and told him this story.

At the end, he paused 

 � GALEA: Some stories have details 
that make them hard to believe

FROM 08
and said, “You really ex-
pect me to believe that?”

“Yes,” I said. 
“Well, I don’t,” he re-

plied. “I know you better 
than that.”

“What’s so hard to be-
lieve?” I said. I needed to 
know for future reference.

It turned out it was the 
part about the solitary 
dandelion.  

best, you'll get a medal, 
you'll get a shirt, you'll get 
a hat. You'll get a popsicle 
and some pizza. So we 
really have always been 
about making it accessible 
and fun, as opposed to 
being a competitive sport. 
And it really becomes a 
family event,” he said.

The event also shares 
it’s weekend with Father’s 
Day, which Helsby notes 
has had a positive benefit 
on the triathlon.

“So we have lots of peo-
ple that have extended 
families that are all coming 
into town, building a fam-
ily weekend around Triga-
tor. It's quite cool actually. 
We have many families 
that arrive from all over the 
place. So it's become quite 
a significant family event,” 
he added.

With 900 kids to man-
age and guide through 
the different stages of the 
triathlon, it takes a small 
army of some 300 volun-
teers to make the event run 
smoothly.

“The volunteers are 
phenomenal. We really 
make it look like a world-
class event, so that really 
attracts people. And kids 
feel safe, [there’s] lots of 
great volunteers cheering 
them on; I think they enjoy 
that experience. And then 
they finish on a track with 
a cheering crowd of people 
cheering them on. It's a 
good setup.”

The Trigator serves as a 

fundraiser for local char-
ities, with a focus on sup-
porting children’s access 
to sports, and so found a 
good fit with the Canadian 
Tire Jumpstart charity, 
which is its chief benefi-
ciary.

Over the past decade, 
the Trigator has raised 

 � TRIGATOR: Event has become the country's largest kids' triathlon in Canada
FROM 08

$285,000 for local charities; 
but that amount is then 
practically doubled by the 
support of Canadian Tire.

“That's really the 
amount we've raised since 
inception, so ten years,” 
said Helsby. “And then 
that's matched by the Ca-
nadian Tire dealer. So our 

contribution to Jump Start 
is about $600,000 over the 
last ten years.”

Expect the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre to be 
packed to the rafters this 
Saturday as from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m., hundreds of kids will 
be getting to race for their 
very own photo finish.

observerxtra.com/scoreSubmit them online.

GET IT IN THE

GOT SCORES?

Local athletes' accomplishments to be recognized at 
Wellesley’s annual community BBQ Friday, June 21

to celebrate their accom-
plishments with their 
neighbours.

The move won unan-
imous council support 
without too much ques-
tioning Tuesday night, 
though councillors did 
bandy about some of the 
details, including whether 
the recognition would be 
verbal or if there’d be a 
keepsake involved.

“I think it would be nice 
to hand over a certificate 
to a representative who 
comes up,” said Ward 3 
Coun. Peter van der Maas. 
“It would keep it simple: 
hand the scroll, shake the 
hand, and thanks for rep-
resenting the township.”

The exact wording on 
the certificate has yet to 
be decided, but will be 
something along the lines 
of “Congratulations to the 
Twin Centre Hericanes for 
your achievement.”

“We can look into what 
some other neighbouring 
municipalities may be 
doing already. Then the 
question that I might have 

are we going to give one 
per team, or are we going 
to give individual ones 
to each member of the 
team?” asked director of 
recreation Danny Roth.

“I think one per team. 
I think we’ll be on stage 
all night [otherwise],” 
responded Mayor Joe 
Nowak.

Teams or individuals 
will soon have the option 
to request to be recog-
nized on the township 
website.

The teams that fall un-
der the policy and will 
be recognized this year 
include:

•  Twin Centre Stars Pee 
Wee Rep – Group C 
League champions

•  Twin Centre Stars Midg-
et Local League – Group 
B League champions

•  Twin Centres Stars 
Midget Rep (who will 
soon be rebranded to 
the Twin Centre Ju-
nior Jacks) – OMHA ‘C’ 
champions

•  Twin Centre Hericanes 

Atom – qualified for pro-
vincials

•  Twin Centre Hericane 
Pee Wee – qualified for 
provincials

•  Twin Centre Hericanes 
Midget – qualified for 
provincials

•  Twin Centre Hericanes 
Senior B – qualified for 
provincials

•  Wellesley Applejacks, 
Doherty Division cham-
pions.

Roth has sent out mes-
sages to the executives of 
each group, letting them 
know that their team will 
be honoured the night of 
the backyard barbecue, 
which is scheduled for 
June 21 from 5-11 p.m.  at 
the township administra-
tion Office, 4639 Lobsing-
er Line in Crosshill. The 
event is open to everyone 
in the community, and 
offers free, family-friendly 
activities, live music and 
fireworks. See the town-
ship website,  
www.wellesley.ca, for 
more information.
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Northfield 
Chiropractic.ca

Dr. Harold Paisley

call 519-886-3191 | 99 Northfield Dr., E., Waterloo
www.northfieldchiropractic.ca

 Direct Insurance Billing
 Evening Appointments
 Low Intensity LASER Tx

A FIRST FIRST

Sylvain Filion piloted three-year-old trotting gelding Raising Royalty to his first Grassroots victory at Grand River Race-
way on June 5, touring the rain-soaked Elora oval in 1:59.4.  [AG PHOTOGRAPHY]

Boys out early in round-robin play, while lady Lancers unable to advance past the WCSSAA semi-finals

Season comes to an end for EDSS slo-pitch

EDSS track & field athletes learn a few things during first trip to provincials

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

The EDSS Lancers struck 
out at the Waterloo County 
Secondary School Athlet-
ics Association (WCSSAA) 
slo-pitch playoffs this 
week, bringing to an end 
Elmira’s hopes to reclaim 
their championship status.

It was a crowded field 
for the boys. Battling in a 
set of round robin matches 
against Grand River Colle-
giate, Huron Heights and 
Sir John A. Macdonald, 
EDSS couldn’t quite pick 
up the runs to qualify for 
the semis and were out 
early. The last game of 
the boys’ slo-pitch season 
played out on Tuesday 
this week between Water-
loo-Oxford and Bluevale 
Collegiate Institute, with 
BCI coming out on top 
with an 8-5 victory.

The girls, meanwhile, 
were particularly hard hit 
after falling in the playoffs 
to their arch-rivals, Water-
loo-Oxford.

“We had a disappoint-
ing finish [Monday] in the 
semi-finals,” said coach 
Adam Hiller. “We played 
WO and couldn't get our 
offense to click.  We ended 
up losing 7-2 and now KCI 
will face WO in the finals 

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

It’s a long way to the top in 
the world of track and field, 
and yet no less crowded 
as the trek to get there, as 
hundreds of athletes from 
schools across Ontario con-
verged on the University of 
Guelph last weekend for the 
provincial championships.

Amongst the many run-
ners, jumpers and throwers 
to compete in more than 
100 events over the four 

on Wednesday.”
The EDSS and WO teams 

have maintained a com-
petitive rivalry the past 
few years, with the two 
teams trading champion-

ship titles back and forth. 
Last year, the Lancers fell 
in a stinging defeat to WO 
in the WCSSAA finals in 
an 11-6 game after a near 
flawless season.

This year, the Lancers 
trailed behind WODSS in 
second place by a single 
point over the regular sea-
son, though Waterloo-Ox-
ford played one more 

The EDSS girls’ slo-pitch team battled Southwood Secondary School at the Budd Park in Kitchener on Monday. The Lancers cut through the competition during 
the playoffs, but met their match against their arch-rivals from Waterloo-Oxford and fell in the semi finals.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

days, just three came from 
Elmira.

Grade 9 students Ab-
bygail Byers, Jamie Craw-
ford and Kieran Stewart 
were the lone contingent 
from EDSS to compete 
against the province’s elite. 
Though the trio didn’t pick 
up any hardware this time 
around, they have at least 
another three years of high 
school to try again.

Byers qualified in all 
three of her events at the 
track and field regionals 

earlier this month. In the 
women’s 100-metre dash 
midget at OFSAA, Byers 
claimed the fifth place spot 
at 12.42,  a veritable hair’s 
breadth from the first place 
runner at 12.05.

Excelling at bursting 
out the gate with a short, 
quick run, Byers struggled 
to keep up her advantage in 
the longer 200-metre race, 
falling to 10th place out of 
23 women in the prelimi-
naries. The long jump saw 
Byers rank 16th out of 23 

scores, at 4.69-m – or a full 
metre from the top spot at 
5.63-m.

Jamie Crawford of EDSS 
came into the provincial 
championship having qual-
ified in two of his three field 
events. A basketball player, 
Crawford found a match for 
his skills on the court in the 
jumping events, competing 
in both the midget long 
jump and triple jump.

The long jump saw Craw-
ford leap 5.54-m, putting 
him just under a metre 

short of the first place win-
ner and claim the 15th place 
spot.

The triple jump was 
where Crawford really 
shone. Requiring not a 
single jump, but rather first 
a hop, then a skip before 
a final jump, Crawford 
bounded to sixth place 
out of 24 with a distance 
of 12.37-m – about a metre 
behind the first place jump-
er at 13.64-m.

Finally, Kieran Stewart 
competed in the 3000-me-

tre women’s race. Opting 
for endurance over Byers’ 
pure speed, Stewart ulti-
mately came in 17th place, 
clocking in her run at 11:13 
compared with first place 
at 10:20.

The season over, the 
young EDSS athletes are 
returning from the OFSAA 
championships as provin-
cial track and field athletes. 
It’s a long way to the top, 
but they’ve already gained 
some valuable experience 
en route.

game, and took one more 
loss, than EDSS. At the 
start of the playoffs, WO 
was sitting at the top with 
a record of 6-2-3; EDSS was 
5-1-3.

In their lone match of 
the season, the Lancers 
decisively schooled WO on 
May 22 with a 13-7 victo-
ry. WO’s opponent at this 
year’s finals, KCI, was also 
bested over the regular 
season by the Lancers in a 
7-6 game, June 3.

“Those teams are really 
impressive this year and 
definitely deserve to be 
in the finals, but it's frus-
trating that we beat both 
in the regular season,” 
said Hiller. “Our bats were 
great all year long and just 
went cold at the wrong 
time.  It was another fun 
year with our group of 
girls.  The league was ac-
tually much more compet-
itive than previous years, 
which is nice.”

More competition is cer-
tainly welcome as, EDSS 
and WO have dominated 
slo-pitch field. The two 
schools have held onto 
the championship title for 
over five years now. EDSS 
had qualified for the WCS-
SAA finals in four of the 
previous years, with WO 
often proving to be its only 
match.

Waterloo-Oxford and 
KCI faced off Wednesday 
in the final match of the 
series; scores were un-
available at press time. 
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315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126  |

The Next Elmira Clinic:  
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira

Friday June 21st, 2019  
from 2:30 - 7:30 pm 

E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

Give Blood …
 to save lives.

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

THE ELMIRA BLOOD 
DONOR CLINIC 

ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY 

THE FOLLOWING  
COMMUNITY-MINDED 

BUSINESSES:

RUSTY BATTER UP ...

The Rusty Bats slo-pitch league played their weekly games on June 6 at the Lions Park in Elmira. Specifically for players 
over 40, the team is more about the camaraderie and having fun first than it is about putting up runs. [FAISAL ALI]

Elmira Expos up at bat 
South Perth Men's Fastball League squad back on home turf 
 for the first time this season, defeating the Ponsonby Sting

The Elmira Expos battled the Ponsonby Sting at the home opener on June 6, posting a 4-1 win.  [FAISAL ALI]
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
fi ring? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: observerxtra.com/enterprise

John Woods, vice-president of strategic initiatives 
at St. Joseph’s Health System, has been appointed 
interim president at St. Mary’s General Hospital as a 
national search begins for a successor to Dr. Andrew 
Falconer. His appointment is e� ective July 24. He has 
begun the transition period Falconer, who is stepping 
down to rejoin Queensway Carleton Hospital in 
Ottawa as its new chief executive o�  cer. 

The trend in housing starts was 201,983 units in May 
2019, compared to 205,717 units in April 2019, accord-
ing to Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
(CMHC). This trend measure is a six-month moving 
average of the monthly seasonally adjusted annual 
rates of housing starts, indicating a downward shift in 
the market.

INTERIM PRESIDENT START STATS

Very little grain is 
getting planted in 
Ontario this spring, 

as farmers struggle with 
wet fields that are keeping 
them from conducting that 
first essential step in crop 
production, getting seed in 
the ground.

But that doesn’t mean 
the grain sector is at a 
standstill. In fact, everyday 
in Ontario, somewhere a 
farmer is selling grain. 

Typically, that grain is 
carried over from last fall, 
stored by farmers with the 

A WIRED WORLD

Project helps underserviced rural areas get connected to high-speed networks. [OBSERVER GRAPHIC]

Wellington County is one of three Ontario communities selected for fi rst round of SWIFT fi bre optic project

Boosting broadband access

Farm sector supports producer safety in good times and bad

ROBERTS | 16

hope of getting a better 
price for it when the mar-
ket isn’t saturated. 

Or maybe it’s the result 
of a contract between a 
farmer and a buyer who 
wanted it later than soon-
er. 

In any case, that grain is 
likely to be stored in a bin 
then delivered in a trans-
port truck. And emptying 
that bin or truck can be 
hazardous, even deadly.

The problem is with a 
phenomenon called grain 
entrapment. It’s the lead-

ing cause of death in grain 
storage. 

Here’s what happens. 
Farmers enter grain bins or 
transport trucks to break 
up congested grain that’s 
stalled for some reason 

when it’s being unloaded. 
Give it a kick or a poke, 
keep it moving.

But when they enter 
those enclosures, they are 
open to getting sucked into 
a funnel of grain flowing 
out of the bin or truck.

That funnel is deceiv-
ingly powerful – and dan-
gerous. The Agricultural 
Health and Safety Network 
says the pull of the grain 
can cause an individual to 
become covered to their 
knees within 3-4 seconds 
or completely engulfed 

within 20 seconds. 
And, it adds, unless 

the flow of grain can be 
stopped very quickly, with-
in a very short period it’s 
unlikely that anyone will 
be strong enough to pull 
an engulfed individual 
out. Special equipment is 
needed to extract anyone 
caught in a funnel. 

As grain production in-
creases, so will storage and 
handling. The situation 
isn’t going away. So farm 
safety programs across 
Canada aim to make grain 

handling safer, teaching 
farmers safe methods for 
unloading their crops. 

One program, BeGrain-
Safe, delivers life-saving 
grain safety awareness 
through preventative 
education, firefighter res-
cue training and on-site 
workplace training in rural 
communities across Cana-
da. BeGrainSafe has three 
major components: a web-
site, tabletop displays and 
the heart of the program, 
the BeGrainSafe mobile 

BY FAISAL ALI
fali@woolwichobserver.com

A non-profit group looking 
to enhance open-access, 
high-speed internet ser-
vices to underserviced 
municipalities has chosen 
three counties for its latest 
round of fibre optic infra-
structure.

Southwestern Integrated 
Fibre Technology (SWIFT)  
selected Wellington, Lamb-
ton and Norfolk counties 
for the initial phase of a 
project aiming to connect 
rural and Indigenous 
communities across south-
western Ontario with high-
speed internet service.

More than $200 million 
in public and private fund-
ing has been approved for 
the massive initiative for 
the construction of fibre 
networks in the province, 
but the funding is being 
released in phases.

Up to $32 million is on 
offer to private internet ser-
vice providers (ISPs) for the 
first phase of the project, 
with $12.1 million being 
earmarked for Wellington, 
$11.2 million for Lambton 
and $8.3 million for Nor-
folk.

“Essentially what we’ve 
done is we’ve announced 
who are going to be three 
to go,” explained Melissa 
O’Brien. “As we know, there 
are 15 counties within our 
region, and someone has to 
go first and someone has to 
go last.”

To choose the first three 
municipalities for the pilot 

phase of the project, SWIFT 
looked at communities 
in the region with severe 
shortages of high-speed in-
ternet. Typically, the cities 
and population centres in 
the province tend have the 
best internet connectivity, 
while more remote loca-
tions are left using older 
and slower infrastructure; 
the goal of SWIFT is to “fill 
in the gaps” and ensure 
Ontarians have a universal 
standard in internet speeds.

“What we want to do 
from this is take the key 
learning’s from these three 
pilot projects upon their 
completion, and then roll 
out what we learn from 

there to the remaining 
region of southwestern On-
tario,” said O’Brien. “It’s a 
very complicated environ-
ment, so we want to make 
sure we get it right.”

SWIFT plans to release 
requests for proposals 
(RFPs) for the three coun-
ties this fall, essentially 
asking companies to bid 
on how they would best 
connect as many people as 
possible with the funding 
available. SWIFT will be 
looking at those proposals, 
and selecting the ones that 
are able to connect the 
highest number of premis-
es (homes and businesses) 
for as little cost as possible.

While building fibre 
optic networks is a costly 
and labour-intensive task, 
fibre is considered the 
gold-standard of internet 
connectivity. Unlike elec-
tric wiring, which suffers 
hard limitations on the 
speed and amount of inter-
net service it can provide, 
fibre optics are a scalable 
technology.

Once the fibre has been 
put in the ground, very 
little work is needed to in-
crease its speed, essentially 
making it a “future-proof” 
technology. The fibre that 
is installed in Ontario to-
day will continue to be able 
to keep up with the inter-

net demands of the future.
Rather than build the 

networks themselves, 
SWIFT’s role is to find the 
areas most lacking in in-
ternet services  and then 
provide subsidies to com-
panies to build out their 
networks to those areas. 
The companies first have to 
be vetted and pre-approved 
by SWIFT to be eligible to 
bid for the funds.

“We put that out to the 
telecom service providers 
to say, ‘OK, we have some 
subsidies to build the busi-
ness case for you to go into 
underserved areas that you 
normally wouldn’t go into, 
because some areas are just 
too remote and there’s not 
a business case there,’” ex-
plained O’Brien.

So far, 27 internet provid-
ers have been pre-approved 
to bid on SWIFT projects, 
including the giants like 
Bell Canada and Rogers 
Communications. But the 
organization is also looking 
to draw in smaller internet 
service providers in the 
province, and has opened 
up applications for another 
round of pre-approvals.

“I think up until this 
point, there were certain 
ISPs that were sitting back 
waiting to see what hap-
pened, to see if the money 
was real, to see if this proj-
ect actually happened,” 
said SWIFT chief operating 
officer Barry Field. “Since 
we’ve have some funding 
announcements, though, 
I will say we’ve had much 
more response and much 

OWEN ROBERTS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

more interest in the project 
from some of these small-
er ISPs, so that is a good 
thing.”

Typically, when an inter-
net service provider builds 
a network out to a commu-
nity, the ISP retains exclu-
sive access to the network. 
But because they will be 
using public funds on these 
networks, companies will 
be required to allow other 
internet providers to make 
use of those same networks 
at a wholesale rate.

In that way, these net-
works will be more like a 
private highway or railway: 
one company builds out 
the infrastructure, and then 
others can make use of 
those same roads for a fee.

With some $200 million 
being committed to the 
SWIFT initiative, the proj-
ect is hoping to see more 
Ontarians getting quality 
internet access – a necessi-
ty in today’s economy. Yet 
O’Brien notes the amount 
is still only a fraction of 
the total needed to provide 
everyone with high-speed 
internet.

“We want to ensure we 
get the most residents con-
nected. There’s a $3-billion 
deficit in [internet] infra-
structure in southwestern 
Ontario alone,” he said. 
“Our project, the funding 
that we have, the funding 
that we’ve been approved 
for right now is $209 mil-
lion. So yes it’s a good 
start, but there’s still more 
than can be done down the 
road.”
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STIHLCanada www.stihl.ca

Pricing on chain saws and blowers will remain in effect until June 30, 2017. Pricing on all other power tools and accessories will remain in effect until July 31, 2017 at participating STIHL Dealers, while supplies last.

$15995
MSRP $179.95

FS 38 |   Trimmer

Starting at
9999995
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LS!

Offer subject to credit approval. Some restrictions apply. See store associate for details.

*Product Price — Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges 
may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited availability. Specifications and programs are subject 
to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications. 

†See your local dealer for limited warranty details and information. 

© 2017 Cub Cadet

XT1™ LT42" C
LAWN TRACTOR

• 42" heavy-duty mowing deck delivers 
the Cub Cadet Signature Cut™

• Spring-assisted deck lift lever with 
12 available positions

• Fully robotically welded frame with 
E-Coat corrosion defense system 
(5-year limited warranty)†

STARTING AT:

$2,499*

SUMP PUMP
BACKUP POWER UNIT

CUSTOM SUMP PUMP SOLUTIONS

Marty Long | 519-749-5025 | www.gartechinnovation.com

Maryhill, ON

No one wants the unnecessary costs of a wet basement!

POWER
PLUS+

SUMP PUMP
BACKUP POWER UNIT

CUSTOM SUMP PUMP SOLUTIONSCUSTOM SUMP PUMP SOLUTIONS

519-749-5025 | www.gartechinnovation.com

POWER
PLUS+
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NOW!

1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements • 519-699-54111011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements • 519-699-5411

St. Clements
Heart & Home

LetUsFloorYou.ca  |  Quality & Value Since 1995

Floor Coverings Custom Kitchens Blinds & Draperies SICO Paint
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S P E C I A LS P E C I A L
ULTRA CERAMIC Promo Ends

June 28th, 2019

Why Choose Ultra Ceramic?

ALL Colours and Sizes – Sold in full cartons only

• More durable & crack reistant
• Large tile sizes
• One day installation
• Warmer
• Quieter & Softer
• Easy to maintain
• Option for grouted or ungrouted 17A Industrial Drive, Elmira   519-669-3933

Zimmerman
C U S T O M F L O O R I N G
Zimmerman

M F L O O R I N G
Zimmerman

www.zimmermancustomflooring.ca

More colours
and styles
available

519.669.1445

Exterior Finishing 
Siding • Trough • Leafguard 

Colums • Railings • Windows • Doors

Sales@RMWExteriors.com  |  WWW.RMWExteriors.com

Compost for Lawns, Experience the Difference

NEW

webstoneprosoils.ca

519-584-4755
1350 Jigs Hollow Rd.
West Montrose, ON

Compost – Puts You Back
In Step With Nature

Topdress Lawn Application
Reseeding

Overseeding

100% compost, a natural soil enhancement for lawns

Benefits of Enhancing Lawns Naturally

High in Microbiology
Excellent Moisture Retention
Secures Seed to Soil Contact
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HOME &
GARDEN
FEATURE

Visit the Region’s LARGEST
Fence & Deck Showroom

– BOOK A –

FREE
ESTIMATE

Quality 
Professional 
Installation 

or
Cash & Carry 

Materials

5 Forwell Rd. at Victoria St. N.
(One block past Lackner)
519-745-3250

www.bfdrona.com

...and K-W’s only                 Building Centre
Friendly Professional Staff - Locally Owned and Operated

Monday - Friday: 7:00am - 6:00pm    Saturday: 8:00am - 4:00pm

FREE ESTIMATES

SERVICES RENTALSFOR ALL OF YOUR

HOME
RENOVATION
SUPPLIES

Key Cutting
Rug Doctor
Knife Sharpening
Screen Repair
Artic Clear Water
Mill Shop
Custom Sheds
Propane
Paint Matching

Wood Splitter
Mini Excavator
Skid Steer
Air Tools
Generator
Electric Tools
Man-lift

MAR-SPAN
Home Hardware Building Centre

Phone: 519-638-2420 Fax: 519-638-5015

7873 Wellington Road 8 (1km east of Drayton)

Nature has Watered Your GardensNature has Watered Your Gardens

We have your plants!We have your plants!

Come see our variety
of hanging baskets

We have your plants!We have your plants!We have your plants!We have your plants!We have your plants!We have your plants!We have your plants!We have your plants!We have your plants!We have your plants!We have your plants!We have your plants!We have your plants!We have your plants!We have your plants!We have your plants!

2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, just before Florapine Road | 519-669-3154 | M-F 9-6 • Sat 8-5 

4” ANNUALS

$1.99$1.99NOW
ONLY
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We are your local professionals
• Landscape Design Build

• Concrete & Interlock Driveways & Patios
• Landscape Maintenance

Call us today for a FREE estimate

519-568-1403
www.conestogacontracting.com

95 South Field Drive, Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

June 15, 2019 11am – 4pm 

FATHER’S  DAY
OPEN HOUSE

Hands-on experience with 
knowledgeable instructors 
and range officers
Try a selected assortment of 
firearms, archery & BB guns
No license required
All ages welcome (Not just for Dad!)
Prizes, giveaways, information 
and much more
In memory of our dear friend and 
colleague Eddie, we will be accepting 
cash donations to the Canadian 
Diabetes Association

631 Colby Drive, Waterloo • 519.746.8139

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“PROUDLY REMEMBERING OUR PAST; CONFIDENTLY EMBRACING OUR FUTURE.”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.ca
Phone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Woolwich
Memorial Centre
Summer Specials:

For less than $1/ day you can beat the heat with 
a swim, class or workout in our air conditioned, 

state of the art fitness facility!

$58 Fitness Summer Membership: Includes 
access to the Fitness Centre, Drop-In Fitness 

Classes and Drop-In Pool Programs from July 1- 
August 31, 2019.

$54 Child/Youth Summer Swim Pass: Ages 3-17. 
Valid for all Public & Family Swim Times from

July 1- August 31, 2019.

For more information contact Customer Service at 519-514-7000
or customerservice@woolwich.ca

demonstration and train-
ing unit.

It requires resources to 
get that unit into the farm 
community where it can 
do the most good. The ag-
ricultural sector provides 
those resources in support 

of farmers. Last year, spon-
sors helped the BeGrain-
Safe program reach more 
than 300,000 individuals 
and train over 200 fire-
fighters in grain rescue 
procedures.

FMC, a crop protection 
company, recently donated 

$37,000 to grain handling 
safety initiati ves, during 
ribbon-cutting ceremonies 
at its new Canadian head-
quarters in Mississauga.

“Workplace safety is 
a core value for all of us 
at FMC,” says Katrina 
Schmidt, marketing 
manager at FMC Canada. 
“BeGrainSafe will help our 
customers gain the pre-
ventative education and 
life-saving training to keep 
themselves, their families 
and employees safe.”

FMC has had a commer-
cial presence in Canada 
for more than 15 years. It 
experienced its most sig-
nificant large-scale growth 
after acquiring select tech-
nologies and assets from 
DuPont Crop Protection in 
late 2017. 

As a result, FMC Canada 
nearly doubled the size of 
its workforce and now em-
ploys more than 60 people 
across the country.

“Long-term, we want 
to be a trusted partner 
to more farmers across 
the country and cultivate 
stronger relationships with 
channel partners,” says 
Darren Dillenbeck, country 
manager for FMC Canada. 

Supporting farmers’ 
needs with programs like 
BeGrainSafe helps instill 
that trust.

FROM | 12

 ROBERTS: Handling grain is a real safety issue
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: observerxtra.com/showtime

The world premiere of one of the biggest stories in 
the history of southwestern Ontario, the story of 
Jumbo the elephant’s fateful final performance, 
opens the Blyth Festival’s 45th season. In Jumbo, 
playwright Sean Dixon focuses on the legendary 
story that September night in 1885, when P.T. 
Barnum’s Greatest Show on Earth stopped in St. 
Thomas, Ontario. A preview show goes tonight 
(June 13), with opening night tomorrow (Friday). 

www.blythfestival.com

When Jason Bonham was a small child and got called 
in to entertain, the family friends he played his drums 
for could be anyone from Jimmy Page to some of 
the guys from the group Bad Company – that's what 
happens when your father is drummer John Bonham, 
one of the original members of the legendary rock 
band Led Zeppelin. Jason Bonham’s Led Zeppelin 
evening is at the Centre In The Square on July 4. 

www.centreinthesquare.com

A JUMBO START BEATING THE DRUM

SERIES

SPONSORED BY

7–9PM
BRING A LAWN CHAIR

GORE PARK, ELMIRA, ON

EL
M

IR
A JUNE 16  THE NEW

CUMBERLAND BAND

LIVE MUSIC

Saturday evening's musical lineup includes, clockwise from top left, Big Band Theory, Joni NehRita, Jojo Worthington, Sandy MacDonald and Tannis Slimmon.  [SUBMITTED]

A world of music is a hometown affair
Saturday’s Our World Festival of Music draws on local talent; event again joins with King StrEATery Food Truck Festival 

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

You don’t have to travel far 
to take in a world of music. 
And this year, neither will 
the performers, as the 14th 
annual Our World Festival 
of Music draws on local 
talent to present a global 
musical kaleidoscope.

Adding to the flavour 
again this year, the event is 
joined by the King StrEAT-
ery Food Truck Festival in 
support of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Waterloo Region.

The free family-friendly 
event is scheduled for Sat-
urday (June 15) starting at 4 
p.m. outside the Kitchener 
city hall, with the music 
beginning at 5 p.m.

The two festivals joined 
together for the first time 
last year, a combination 
that was well received, says 
Our World’s artistic direc-
tor, Lawrence McNaught.

“We had some good 
crowds out – it went really 
well,” he says. “The people 
at Big Brothers Big Sisters 
were very happy because 
it worked out very well for 
them.”

For Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters of Waterloo Region, it’s 
a chance to expand the King 
StrEATery event, part of its 
efforts to do more with the 
community since moving 
to a downtown Kitchener 
location in 2016. For the 
King StrEATery portion, the 
organization is expecting 
an expanded offering of 
20 food trucks serving up 
a variety of fare, from the 
traditional hotdogs and ice 
cream to pizza, jerk chicken 
and vegan food.

There are also games, 
activities and children’s 

programming on tap.
The musical menu fea-

tures a tasty assortment, 
from the new sounds of 
rising star JoJo Worthing-
ton, and the classic folk of 
Tannis Slimmon, to local 
favourite Sandy MacDon-
ald, the best in big band jazz 
with Big Band Theory, and 
soulful R&B sounds of Joni 
NehRita.

“We wanted to go with an 
all-local selection of music 
for this year’s Our World,” 
said McNaught of the line-
up. “There are so many 
great musicians from right 
here in the region.

“I was happy to make it a 
wholly local event.”

Sandy MacDonald gets 
things rolling at 5 p.m. 
From blues, rock and folk, 
to country, jazz and Celt-

ic, he’s a musician that 
can cover all genres in a 
crowd-pleasing manner.

“A veteran musician, and 
a true music lover, Sandy’s 
live sets are a delight from 
start to finish.”

At 6 p.m., Tannis Slim-
mon brings to the stage her 
distinctive folk style. From 
her time as a member of the 
legendary trio The Bird Sis-
ters to her solo material and 
work with the trio Boreal, 
she is known for live per-
formances. She can also be 
heard on more than a hun-
dred albums, contributing 
songs or singing harmonies 
for others including David 
Francey, Willie P. Bennett, 
Valdy and Rheostatics.

For this show, she’ll be 
joined by multi-instrumen-
talist Lewis Melville.

“This lovely, beautiful 
folk music,” says Mc-
Naught.

At 7 p.m., the music shifts 
gears again with newcomer 
JoJo Worthington, who per-
forms beautifully crafted, 
intimate songs that trans-
form into sweeping sound-
scapes, he says.

“It’s a sound that starts 
off quietly as one thing and 
then turns out to be this 
large wall of sound.”

Her performance will 
draw on her brand new CD, 
The Company You Keep.

The stage will get much 
more crowded at 8:15, when 
the KW Big Band Theory 
lives up to its name: 17 per-
formers, drawing on some 
of the best jazz musicians 
in the area, come together 
to present a great selection 

of big band tunes under the 
direction of Robin Haber-
mehl.

With an expressive and 
expansive horn section, 
that band will offer music 
from Maynard Ferguson to 
Blood Sweat and Tears. 

At 9:30, things get funkier 
still courtesy of Joni Nehrita. 

A Guelph-based sing-
er-songwriter and keyboard 
player, Nehrita has become 
a fan favourite for her takes 
on soul, R&B, jazz and 
popular song. With three 
albums under her belt, she’s 
working on a fourth that’s 
expected later this year.  
Love & Protest, a marked 
step further toward global 
roots/world music, explores 
the juxtaposition between 
love being “the answer” and 
fire/anger being the fuel to 

protest, to question, to be 
the change. The new album 
finds NehRita switching 
from keys to guitar as her 
main instrument and re-
lies heavily on percussion 
rhythms found in Caribbe-
an & Brazilian music.

“This will be a chance for 
Joni to play some stuff from 
her upcoming CD,” says Mc-
Naught. “She’s developed a 
name that goes beyond the 
local stage for her soul and 
R&B sound.”

With the music lined up 
and a string of food trucks 
ready to roll in, turning the 
street into a pedestrian mall 
for the evening, the only 
thing organizers are watch-
ing for is some good weath-
er as the cherry on top.

“I’m keeping my fingers 
crossed,” says McNaught.
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Classified Ads, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word) 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)

Classified Ad - Display Ads

Please call Donna for a quote.

Phone: 519-669-5790 Ext. 104

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
www.observerxtra.com/media-kit

CARPENTERS AND GENERAL 
LABOURERS NEEDED

We are looking for Carpenters and General 
Labourers to join our team! We offer competitive 
pay, steady year-round work and great employee 
benefits. If you’re a team player and looking for an 
excellent environment to work in, we’d love to
hear from you!  

Resumes can be emailed to tess@hfhinc.ca
or give us a call at 519-821-2040.

Check out our website at www.hfhinc.ca.
We celebrate diversity and are committed to creating

an inclusive environment for all employees.

Lorentz Farms Ltd. 
Looking for a responsible employee to 
assist/run a pellet mill and computer 

controlled drying system. Must be mechani-
cally inclined and able to run loader and to 

drive truck in yard to load and unload trucks. 
Resume and references can be faxed to: 

519-699-4469, call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

Wanted 
Experienced 

Framer-Carpenter
A leasing company covering southern 

Ontario is looking for a person to build and 
repair portable classrooms

Clean driving abstract required

Competitive wages, overtime after 8 hrs 
daily. All travel paid, year round work, 

benefits and profit sharing.

Send resume to: Richard Bauman
C L Martin Co Limited 

519-669-2183
richard@clmartin.ca

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

NOW HIRING FULL TIME 
ROOF TRUSS ASSEMBLERS 

Must be team oriented, ambi�ous & responsible  
No experience required 

Mar-Span offers compe��ve wages, produc�on 
bonuses and employee benefits. 

Please apply with resume in person 
or email resume to marv@marspan.com 

We would like to thank all applicants, however 
only those selected for interview will be contacted. 

7221 Side Rd. 16 Drayton, ON  

h
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h
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Our St. Jacobs Distribution Centre currently has the  
following opportunity...

Term Material Handlers (#966)
Night Shift positions available

Term position from June – October 2019

Responsible to the Shift Foreman for helping to maintain service 
levels to Home Hardware Dealers, you will contribute to the smooth 
flow of merchandise through the Distribution Centre by picking, 
packing, shipping, and receiving.

Able to perform strenuous physical activities including walking, 
standing, bending, and lifting. You demonstrate high-quality 
accuracy and attention to detail, and have excellent reading 
and number skills. You are a reliable team player with a great 
attitude and willing to be trained on powered lift equipment.  
Good attendance and punctuality are important.

Rate of Pay: $18.64 per hour - $19.56 per hour   
Additional 7.5% Shift Premium applies on 40 hours/week

Hours: Night Shift - 11pm to 7am Sunday night through  
Friday morning

We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions.  
If you are interested in becoming part of Home Hardware, please 
forward your resume, quoting St. Jacobs Facilities & Term Material 
Handlers (#966) to: Recruitment, Human Resources, Home 
Hardware Stores Limited, 34 Henry St. W., St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0   
E-mail: hr@homehardware.ca 

Visit www.homehardware.ca/careers for a 
listing of all available jobs.
We will accommodate the needs of qualified 
applicants under the Human Rights Code in all parts 
of the hiring process.LEAD FITTER/WELDER

We’re looking for a hardworking tradesperson to direct
and motivate a team of fitter/welders to produce custom 

parts in a fast-paced environment.

• Work in a modern, well-ventilated workspace with good 
equipment and great people

• Work straight days – Monday to Friday (no night shifts or 
weekends)

• Earn a competitive hourly wage and generous year-end bonus

Please submit your resume directly to:
recruiting@horstsystems.com

or call 519 669 1300 for more information.

SERVICE TECHNICIAN
Travel to client sites throughout Southern Ontario to service 

and repair material handling and storage equipment.

• Earn a competitive hourly wage and generous year-end bonuses.

• Work with a team of highly-skilled tradespeople who are 
passionate about the work they do.

• Grow within the role or beyond it – there are opportunities for 
advancement in our service department.

Please submit your resume directly to:
recruiting@horstsystems.com

or call 519 669 1300 for more information.

This individual needs to enjoy working outside 
and is able to work with minimal supervision 
while working in a high paced environment.
Responsibilities:
• Loading & unloading of equipment, both on & 
off site

• Basic Mechanical setups, cleaning equipment 
• Pick-up and delivery of equipment
• Comfortable with towing or driving equipment 
& oversized machines

• General property maintenance
• Keep the yard & shop clean 

What you will need:
• Mechanical aptitude
• Ability to operate various pieces of equipment 
such as forklifts, skid steers, tractors, etc.

• Willingness to self-manage and make sound 
decisions

• Drivers Abstract Required
• Ability to Lift 50-75 pounds

Please send resumes to
smartin@stoltzsales.com

or come to the Elmira Store to
apply in person with Stephanie

Yard Maintenance Person

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Need 
a gig
that 

pays?

Check out 
our help 
wanted 

ads for all 
the local 
listings!!

FIND WORK IN THE OBSERVER

100% LOCAL

#1NEWS SOURCE
I N  T H E  R E G I O N
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St Jacobs Home Lofts has a One 
Bedroom unit with Den and Balcony 

available July 1st, 2019.    
The Lofts offers not only 6 appliances in the unit 

but a number of amenities rooms available for use 
at no extra cost as well as the included parking and 
indoor storage space. $2075 per month rent plus 
Hydro & Water. One year lease required. Secured 

Entry. Close to walking trails and bus routes.  

For more information see our website
at www.stjacobshomelofts.ca
or call (519)664-1919 during

regular business hours.

St Jacobs Place is looking to hire
Care Attendants that will work with us in 
Enriching the Lives of our residents and 

each other.   

This person must be passionate about providing 
service for others and have the capability of 
working under pressure. This role focuses on 
providing care services to our resident’s in the 
dining, laundry, housekeeping and medication 

administration area’s and works as a team 
member with other staff. The position is 

part-time, with an opportunity to pick up shifts. 
Training is provided. Up to date first aid CPR 
certificate and experience a definite asset.  

Please contact us by email at
leadership@stjacobsplace.ca, by phone 

519-664-6637 x405 with your resume to find out 
more details and/or to set up an interview.

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

Construction or
Industrial Millwrights

2nd & 3rd Year Apprentices

Millwright Leadhands

Assets:
  

 

 

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

   

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their 

interest but only those considered 
will be contacted.

• Arc Welding
• Blueprint Reading
• Agricultural background
• Leadership Ability
• Must be able to pass CWB Welding Test 

SMAW all position

3-4 Years Experience

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

  
Fitter Welder
(minimum 3 years experience)
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.)

 

 

Mig Welder
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.) 
Are you capable of: 
• Layout of plate and sheet metal from       
   blueprints 
• Able to work with minimum supervision 
• High quality workmanship 
• Regular and punctual attendance
• Working day shift or night shift

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

   

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their 

interest but only those considered 
will be contacted.

AUCTION SALE
At the St. Jacobs Community Centre 

(29 Parkside Dr, St. Jacobs) for an area 
estate with additions on:

WEDNESDAY JUNE 19 AT 9:45 AM
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS AND ANTIQUES: 
1940s dining room suite (china cabinet, buffet, 
table, chairs); 1940s 3pc bedroom suite 
(double bed with high headboard, dresser, 
chest of drawers); 3 pc bookshelf unit; lazy 
boy; futon; dining room suite (table, chairs, 
3 door china cabinet); wing back chairs; 
ottoman; coffee and end tables; double 
metal bed; washstand; side table; hall table; 
artwork; large quantity of primitive and older 
items including wood duck decoys; old phone 
and phone parts; Radial flyer child’s wagon; 
wood canoe shelving; stenciled boxes; old 
jars; oil lamps; cross cut saw; yokes; Stanley 
plane; buck saw; traps; ice tongs; snow 
shoes; hay knife; grass seeder; old levels; 
Kunz Mark 1910 old wood plane; yard sticks; 
butter boxes; hay fork; cast iron water pumps; 
grass seeder; tobacco cutter; copper boiler; 
jugs; crocks; pottery; yardsticks; tin and metal 
signs; old film reels; Coke sign; ash trays; milk 
bottles; crates; Nancy Drew and Hardy Boy 
books; travellers trunk; fish poles; rocking 
horse; and many other interesting items from 
this Manitoulin estate.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: Dewalt cut 
off saw on stand very good; King Canada 
drill press on stand; Craftex jointer; King 
band saw; Delta table saw; Dewalt scroll 
saw on stand; Dewalt 13” wood planer; King 
biscuit joiner; Ridgid air nailer; wet grinder; 
Freud router and table; King Canada variable 
speed 14”x43”  wood lathe; Bosch router; 
Bosch grinder; Ryobi belt sander; grinder 
with tools for sharpening; Dewalt sander air 
compressor with hose reel; Makita impact 
wrench; Lee Valley Forstner bits; hole saw 
bits; drum and sanding kits; Mastercraft 
driver sets; Huskey tool chest on wheels 
very good; routers; hardware kits; quantity 
of sand paper; drill indexes; turning carving 
tools; floor jack; heat gun; Freud dado blades 
and other saw blades; Dewalt jigsaw; Craftex 
dust collector with hosing; tool organizers; 
vise; work bench with vise; Century booster 
charger; Champion generator; ridged shop 
vac; Mastercraft grinder; mitre saw; skill 
saw; Troybelt chain saw; tile cutter; ladders; 
9ft pole saw; weed gas eater; propane 
turkey fryer; blowtorch; variety of tool 
boxes; fish nets; quantity of various sizes of 
woodworking clamps; dowel guide; jumble 
jaw for lathe; welding clamps; electric chain 
saw; and the list goes on and on from this 
well kept, high end, woodworking shop.

AUCTIONEERS:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

SURPLUS 
INVENTORY 

AUCTION
Of butcher equipment; supplies; stainless 
steel shelving; and miscellaneous items to 
be held at 2065 Floradale Rd, Floradale for 

Earlidale Meats on:

SATURDAY JUNE 22 AT 10:00 AM
CONSISTING OF: 40ft storage container 
or can with 2 cooler doors, all stainless 
steel, insulated, could be used for freezer 
or cooler; Hobart 52 3phase meat grinder; 
single chamber vacuum machine floor 
model 3 phase; Hobart automatic meat slicer 
and other slicers; Kelvinater 3 door reach 
in display freezer single phase very good; 
Kelvinater 2 door reach in freezer; Berkel 910 
slicer; KT 460 15” 3 phase band saw; Bizerba 
single chamber vacuum packer; 6ft gravity 
coil self contained bakery display unit; 
wooden display and shelving units; 6ft tub 
racking; 10 ft x 34” stainless steel counter; 
8ft x 24” stainless steel counter; sausage 
stuffing stainless steel table; 2 stainless 
steel 4ft x 8ft table tops; 40 litre Keila bowl 
chopper; bowl mixer 140 litre; 32 meat 
grinder 110 volt; 32 Bizerba grinder, stainless 
steel, commercial grade 3 phase 220 volt; 14” 
Toldea band saw 110 volt; massage tumbler; 
piston sausage stuffer stainless steel 3 
phase 220 volt; 12ft 6 shelf aluminum and 
stainless steel racking; 6ft 6 shelf aluminum 
with melamine shelving racking; 7ft stainless 
steel racking; Hobart mixer grinder - as is 
-needs repair; Hobart Mixer grinder - as is - 
needs repair; stainless tray racks with good 
wheels; slicer stand; single phase cooling 
unit with coil; new tech forming machine, 
working, lots of different plates and patterns, 
self feeding, great for patties, with conveyor; 
Komet double chamber vac pac ; 2 fan low 
velocity evaporator; 5 fan 3phase evaporator 
and condenser with compressor; 4 fan 
freezer evaporator and condenser; 7ft x 9ft x 
8ft high smoke chamber to be disassembled 
by purchaser; stainless steel shelving and 
racking on wheels; 3 compartment stainless 
steel sink with drying rack; approx 40 meat 
hook trolleys; approx 40 meat white plastic 
tubs; stainless steel foot operated sink; 
galvanized meat trolley rail; Sorgel 208 single 
phase to 240 3 phase transformer; approx 8 
wood bins full of cherry sawdust ideal for 
smokers; desks; metal shelving; skid of 
new barn board;  plastic rubber maid totes;  
Baumalight PTO driven generator on wheels; 
2 furrow 3pth plow; and other butcher related 
equipment and items. 
NOTE: Earlidale Meats has built a brand 
new facility, and are selling all excess 
equipment and inventory. Cash, cheque, or 
debit accepted. 

AUCTIONEERS:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS 

CONTINUE 
ON PAGE 21

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

RENTALS

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

HELP WANTED

JOURNEYMAN ELEC-
TRICIAN 309A JR 
Crawford Electric LTD is 
looking for a Journey-
man Electrician 309A to 
join our team! With over 
27 years in the electrical 
business, we work mainly 
on residential and com-
mercial projects, serving 
the Waterloo Region. We 
offer paid benefits/RRSP 
plan after 3 months of 
employment. Required 
qualifications include: 
309A licence, valid driv-
ers licence and residen-
tial experience. Resumes 
can be sent to: info@
jrcrawfordelectric.com

P.S.W. REQUIRED FOR 
SMALL RETIREMENT 
home in Maryhill. Part 

time to full time hours, 
nice working environ-
ment. Send resume to: 
info@hillsideresidence.ca

FOR SALE

8 PIECE BEIGE INDOOR 
WICKER SET; 2 SINGLE 
beds; 1 - 8 drawer dress-
er w/mirror. Phone  
519-669-5834.

ICE CREAM SALE AT 
WALLENSTEIN GENER-
al Store Inc. Chapman's 
original ice cream 2L 
$2.99 regular $3.99. 
June 1 - 29th. 519-669-
2231, 7278 Line 86.

ICE CREAM SALE HILL-
CREST HOME BAKING 
519-669-1381. From 
June 1 - 22, stock up for 
your reunions and pic-

nics. Chapman's original 
$2.95 2L; Premium $3.95 
2L; 4L tubs in vanilla and 
butterscotch $5.95. Also 
check out our sugar and 
flour specials.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND 
LAWN SEED - CALL 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed bag. 
Sacrifice $195. Delivery 
available $35. 519-635-
8737.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF OLI-
VER CRAWLERS, CASE 
TF300 trenchers, water 
cooled engines, tools, 
and miscellaneous 

items, to be held at 1032 
Doering St. (east off 
Nafziger Rd.) in Welles-
ley, for Ray Bender, on 
Saturday, June 15th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 519-698-0138 

SAT. JUNE 15 AT 10:00 
AM - AUTOMOTIVE 
shop sale of 2011 Hunt-
er drive on scissor lift; 
coats tire changer; batter 
booster cart; and much 
much more held at 159 
Erb St. W in Waterloo 
for Glenco Automotive. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd.  
519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

100% LOCAL

Buying or 
selling?

BOOK AN AD: observerxtra.com/advertising-media-kit

Your #1 source
for local real estate.

FIND A NEW HOME IN THE OBSERVER

100% LOCAL



20  | CLASSIFIED NOTICES THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 2019

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
 Water Heaters • Fireplaces
We service all makes and models

Call 519-206-0336   www.koebelhcm.com

Maintenance Starting at $99
CALL TIM OR SCOTT

 TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN AND MINIBUS TRANSPORTATION
“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

FLORADALE SELF
STORAGE

226-266-5525

CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

1551 FLORADALE ROAD

www.floradaleselfstorage.com
E-Mail: floradaleselfstorage@gmail.com

ELMIRA, ON. N3B 2Z1

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

ADVERTISE
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•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

OUTDOOR SERVICES

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

www.groprolawncare.com519-669-1278

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

ADVERTISE

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Elmira - Time to downsize? Built in 2016, this 1210 sq.ft. bungalow has all you 
need.  2 bedrms, 2 full baths, open concept layout, laundry only a few steps 
down & an oversized single garage.  Featuring quartz counter tops & a 
breakfast bar, soft close cabinetry, step in shower in ensuite bathrm, central air, 
HRV system, water softener & more.  A perfect sized composite deck for 
relaxing & watching the sunrise.  The wide-open unfinished basement with 
one egress window allows many future layout options.  Walking distance to 
schools, walking trails, golf course, & downtown area.  

$509,900$509,900 DRAYTON - Just like new!!! Built in 2012, this 1772sq.ft. home is fully 
finished and ready for you to take possession. With 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, open concept main floor layout, recently finished basement, 
spacious newer patio and eye catching curb appeal this home is sure to 
please! The green space in the back allows for much privacy and relaxation.  
If you are needing room to park multiple vehicles or an RV, the double car 
garage and spacious driveway will do the trick.  Appliances included, close 
to amenities and schools and a great family friendly neighbourhood.  

$529,900$529,900
ELMIRA - Prepare to be impressed with this unique custom built 
bungalow! Spacious open concept layout with large separate dining room 
makes this home a pleasure to host your friends and family.  Pride of 
ownership and well thought out details are very evident throughout.  The 
fully finished basement is complete with a bedroom and bathroom, 
recroom, games area, workshop, lots of storage, and a stair case going 
from the garage to the basement. The driveway has ample room for parking 
and the backyard is beautiful and private.  All appliances included.  You 
won't want to miss out on this beautiful custom home!

$650,000$650,000

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, June 15th  1-3pm
71 Country Club Estates Dr, Elmira

SOLD

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

www.thefreyteam.com
Contact us by email: mildred@thefreyteam.com

Len Frey
Sales Representative

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6368
O�ce 519-669-1544

Mildred Frey
Broker

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6970

Thinking of Buying or Selling? Call or email today for a FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION, OPINONS of VALUE!

$569,000
48 Ann St., Elmira: Lovely home 
in the town of Elmira. Nice yard 
with decorative rod iron fence. If 
interested contact either of us to 
view. MLS #30734510

$1,389,000
3.5 ACRES

7392 Wellington Rd. 11:  Large 
newer home in the country, with 
private long lane way to 3.5 acres. 
Newer home with possibility of 3  
units, plus 2& 1/2 car shop and 2 car 
attached garage. MLS #30734525

$150,000
SALE OF BUSINESS

Elmira Laundromat: Has newer 
equipment, Heavy duty washers for 
hockey gear. The rear unit has self 
serve dog grooming. Could also 
add take out dry cleaning. MLS 
#30736450

FOR LEASE
1,821 SQ.FT. $10/SQ.FT.
4-112 Oriole Pwy, Elmira:   
Large open space will allow for new 
tenant to make divisions as needed. 
All shelving has been removed.  
Owner is obtaining quotes to paint, 
remove half walls and finish the 
floor. MLS #30681168

$554,900
95 Sugar King, Elmira:  Fabulous 
spacious home, priced to sell. 
Quality laminate and ceramic 
floors. Kitchen has a walkout to rear 
fenced yard, deck and patio. MLS 
#30738211

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.
Monique

Roes
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

519-747-2040

519-669-3192

519-669-3192

$489,000  ELMIRA This home ready to move and 
is completely finished top to bottom.  Only 4 
years old with a fresh & chic decor.  Kitchen 
offers an island/breakfast bar, granite counter 
tops, 5 appliances included, walkout to the deck 
& landscaped yard, 2 bdrms (could create a 3rd), 
3 full bathrooms, bonus loft space, large finished 
recreation room, central air, central vac.  MLS 
A MUST SEE TODAY!

LOVELY LOFT SEMI!

HAPPY
FATHER’S

DAY!

HAPPY
FATHER’S

DAY!
IF YOU ARE THINKING ABOUT SELLING OR BUYING THIS SPRING/SUMMER,

NOW IS THE TIME TO CONNECT WITH  US, YOUR LOCAL REALTOR TO KEEP YOU INFORMED ON MARKET CONDITIONS.  

WED. JUNE 19 AT 9:45 
AM - CLEARING AUC-
tion sale of household 
effects; furniture; 
antiques; tools; and 
much more at the St. 
Jacobs Community 
Centre 29 Parkside Dr. 
St. Jacobs Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

SAT. JUNE 22 AT 10:00 
AM - CLEARING AUC-
tion sale of surplus 
inventory; butcher equip-
ment; supplies; stainless 
steel shelving etc. at 

2056 Floradale Rd. , 
Floradale for Earlidale 
Meats. Jantzi Auctions 
Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

WED JUNE 26 - JULY 3 
- ONLINE ONLY AUC-
tion of approx 300 
Nascar bank; farm toys; 
and much much more. 
www.jantziauctions.
hibid.com Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd 519 656 3555

AUCTION SALE OF 
ANTIQUES, COLLECT-
ibles, household goods & 

miscellaneous items, to 
be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, 
for Harold and Isabel 
Seyler, New Hamburg, 
Wayne Roth, New Ham-
burg & additions, on 
Thursday, June 27th @ 
9:30 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 519-698-0138 

HORSES

WATERLOO COUNTY 
HORSE SALE TO BE 
held at OLEX Sat. 

June 22. To consign 
or for more info call  
519-595-3307.

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking,  
519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 

Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

MARK'S SMALL PICK 
UP TRUCKING. 5LBS 
to 2000lbs, all Ontario, 
Quebec and cross bor-
der. Trailer and boat tow-
ing. Reasonable rates. 
Call 519-577-2518.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 

35 years experience. 
Please call 519-
496-7539 or email  
ron.spncr@gmail.com

GARAGE SALES

CLEARING GARAGE 
SALE. JUNE 22 & 23, 8 
a.m., 10 St. Boniface 
Dr., Maryhill. Furniture, 
household goods, yard 
tools, toys and more!

HUGE MULTI FAMILY 
GARAGE SALE. 77 
Aspen Cr. Elmira. Sat. 
June 15th, 7:00 a.m. - 

1:00 p.m. Rain date Sat. 
June 22. TV and stand, 
video games, DVD's and 
TV series, CD's, UFC, Star 
Wars and other collect-
ibles, baby clothes, toys, 
books, ladies and men's 
clothes, Beanie Babies, 
cameras, tools, house-
hold items etc.

MOVING SALE! OLD 
RECORD ALBUMS, 
toys, dishes, books, 
some furniture. Buy two 
items get your third on 
FREE. Saturday, June 
15th, 8:00 - 1:00 at 29 

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

Pheasant Dr., Elmira. Rain 
date June 22.

MULTI FAMILY GARAGE 
SALE -  JUNE 15TH. 
Lots of great household 
items, patio set and 
collapsible wash line. 
10 Musselman Crs. 
Conestogo.

GARAGE SALE SATUR-
DAY JUNE 15, 25 
Salisbury Crs. Blooming-
dale. 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
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Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5426 | Direct 519.584.4400

$419,000 ELMIRA – Well built 3 bed, 1 bath bungalow on 
corner lot. Close to schools, parks, and downtown. Lots of potential to add 
your personal touches and make this your dream home. 3+ parking. New 
furnace. Great for a first time buyer or downsizer. MLS 

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, June 15th • 2-4pm
8 First St. E., Elmira

Luke Shantz
REAL ESTATE BROKER

luke.shantz@outlook.com

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

$509,900

Imagine retiring with everything on 
one level and no condo fees!  This 
townhome offers an open concept 
living area w/9’ ceilings, lots of 
kitchen cabinetry w/island & gran-
ite countertops. Gas fireplace & w/o 
from liv. room w/oversized window 
& walkout. ‘King sized’ master 
bdrm.  w/walkin closet &ensuite. 
Open staircase w/wood stairs. 14’ 
wide garage (w/10’door).  2 units 
avail. Sodded lot, asph.driveway.
(model avail. to view). MLS   

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

$729,900 Beau�fully updated 2800 sq �, 3 Bedroom country home, in 
the small community of Amulree. This is a must see to appreciate the charm 
and unique characteris�cs of this home. Extra-large shower in updated 
bathroom, Stone fireplaces in both family room and master Bedroom, wood 
beams and stone accents in dining room, Large Sunroom, front porch, 3 car 
garage, the list goes on! This home shows pride of ownership, inside and out 
and is ready to go – 4670 Perth Rd 107, Perth East. MLS #3073240

Serving the community for 27 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

Thinking of Selling? 
Call for your FREE Property Evaluation  

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, June 15,  1-3 pm and
Sunday,June 16, 2-4 pm

$685,000 ELMIRA
This very unique century home is an Arts 
and Craft Design remodeled by the original 
owners. Built in 1913 this home has been 
completely updated including all 
windows, electrical, plumbing, hydro 
service and roofs. Located on a quiet street 
close to schools, rec centre and a 10 minute 
walk to down town. Beautiful landscaping 
with professionally installed patio, 
interlocking driveway and private back 
yard with water feature. A cozy sunroom 
ideal for your morning coffee. MLS.  Call Bert to view. Come see this Beautiful Property.

12 Ernst St., Elmira

NEW
LISTING!

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

New Listing  |  Drayton  |  $579,000  
Beautiful all brick bungalow in a gorgeous park like setting. Bright spacious 3/4 
bedroom with a large open kitchen dining area. Nice shed out back with loft 
and wired. Mud room and mainfloor laundry. Please note. Adjoining lot 
available as a package deal or separately. MLS Call Dale Direct.

Dan Nagle 
Salesperson
Tel 905 699 3852

ELMIRA  Beautiful Home In A Parklike Setting; Huge Stunning Treed Corner 
Lot W/ Exceptional Landscaping In Desirable Birdland Community; Close to 
Schools; Enjoy Your Morning Coffee Looking Out Your Panoramic Bay 
Window; Spacious Bedrooms All W/ Closets; Crown Moulding Through Much 
Of Home; Awesome Open Basement W/ Gas Fireplace; Heated Bathroom 
Floor; 3 + 1 Bedroom; Extra Wide Garage; Parking For 7 Cars; Updated 
Kitchen And Bathroom; Lot Has Potential To Be Sub-Divided;**** EXTRAS 
**** All Appliances Included; Hot Water Tank Owned; For Severance Info 
Contact Nancy Thompson (519)669-6040; Email Nthompson@Woolwich.Ca

$895,000

WELCOME TO THE HOME
FOR REAL ESTATE IN WOOLWICH 

AND WELLESLEY TOWNSHIPS.
GET THE LATEST OPEN HOUSE DATES EVERY WEEK.
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Martin, Minerva (Brubacher) 
November 13, 1924 – June 6, 2019

Peacefully passed away on Thursday, 
June 6, 2019, at Fairview Mennonite 
Home, Cambridge, at the age of 94 
years. Beloved wife of the late Lloyd 
Martin (2015) and the late Henry 
Brubacher (1996). Dear mother of 
Gordon Brubacher and Donna Cousins 
of Elora, Lorne and Carol Brubacher of 
Tillsonburg, Doreen and David Frey 
of Kitchener, James Brubacher and 
Rosemary Galloway of Gadshill, and 
Kenneth Brubacher of Elora. Loving 
grandmother of Connie and Keith Bell, 
Kelly Brubacher, Cindy and Derek 
Noel, Gary Brubacher and Selena 
Layte, Shawn and Eve Brubacher, 
Christopher Frey, MacKenzie Frey, 
Melody Brubacher and Randy 
Thompson, Marcia and Dwayne 
Bauman, Cassandra Brubacher, 
Jessika Brubacher and Ben Snider, 
and her 14 great-grandchildren. 
Stepmother of Sharon Brubacher 
of Elmira, Joyce and Mark Erb of 
Tavistock, Dale and Sharon Martin of 
Elmira, and remembered by her seven 
step-grandchildren and eight step-
great-grandchildren. Predeceased 
by her parents Joseph Wideman and 
Christina Frey (Bauman Wideman 
Hoffman), six stepbrothers and four 
stepsisters. The family received 
relatives and friends on Sunday, June 
9, 2019 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. The funeral was held 
on Monday, June 10, 2019 at 2 p.m., 
at Crystal View Mennonite Church, 
Floradale. Interment followed in the 
adjoining cemetery. Special thanks 
to Dr. Baker at Fairview Mennonite 
Home for his kind care of our mother 
in the last 4 ½ years. Also, many 
thanks for the loving care by staff 
in the Preston Unit at the home. In 
lieu of flowers, donations to Fairview 
Mennonite Home or The Gideons 
would be appreciated as expressions 
of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Yanchus, Elizabeth Anne 
July 19, 1925 – June 3, 2019

It is with sadness that we announce 
that Betty passed away peacefully on 
Monday, June 3, 2019, at Barnswallow 
Place Care Community, her home 
for the past few years, with her good 
friend Lavonne at her bedside. Prior to 
living at Barnswallow Place, Betty was 
always active in the local community, 
having lived in Elmira all her life, 
from early years living and working 
at the Steddick Hotel, to later years 
living in her home on Arthur Street 
and working at Uniroyal. Betty was a 
remarkable woman, tiny in stature, but 
strong, independent and full of life. 
She was generous to all, volunteering 
her time and endless energy to many 
local organizations. Her family and 
friends cherish many fond memories 
of multi-course, homemade dinners at 
Betty’s, with lots of good conversation 
and laughter. Betty will be missed 
by her family and friends, Mark 
(Joanne), Kathy (Steve), Trish (Paul), 
and good friend Lavonne. Thank you 
to all the staff at Barnswallow Place 
whose professional and friendly care 
supported Betty in her final years. A 
funeral mass was held on Saturday, 
June 8, 2019 at 9:30 a.m. at St Teresa 
of Avila RC Church, Elmira. A private 
family interment followed at St. 
Mary’s RC Cemetery in Elora. In lieu 
of flowers, donations can be made 
in Betty’s memory, to Barnswallow 
Place Care Community (Nursing 
Department).

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Voisin, Roman “Romie”
Passed away at his home on Monday, 
June 10, 2019 in his 96th year. Beloved 
husband of Mary (nee: Dietrich). Dear 
brother of Mark (Joan) and Donald 
(Veronica). Survived by his sister-
in-law Eva Voisin and many nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces and nephews 
and great-great nieces and nephews.

Predeceased by his parents Edwin and 
Leona and his brothers; Harold (Della), 
Carl (Johanna), Thomas, Elmer, 
Herbert and Laverne (Joan).

Romie was a member of the Knights of 
Columbus and the Holy Name Society 
of Maryhill. He was the former owner 
of H & R Voisin Motors, Maryhill, 
Elmira and St. Clements.

Romie’s family will receive relatives 
and friends from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, June 12, 2019 and on 
Thursday, June 13, 2019 from 2:00 p.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at 
the Henry Walser Funeral Home, 507 
Frederick Street, Kitchener, 519-749-
8467. Prayers will be offered at 2:00 
p.m. on Thursday. A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be held at St. Boniface R.C. 
Church,1354 Maryhill Rd. Maryhill, 
on Friday, June 14, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. 
Interment at St. Boniface Cemetery, 
Maryhill.

In lieu of flowers, donations to 
the Carmel of St. Joseph would be 
appreciated by the family (cards 
available at the funeral home).

Visit www.henrywalser.com for Romie’s memorial

Congratulations to 
Murray and Mary Haight

Love, 
Adam, Megan, Ella, and Molly

Ian, Amber, Isla, and Evelyn

on celebrating their “Golden Anniversary,” 
50 years of marriage, on June 14!

Dennis Hanley

We thought of you with love today, but that is 
nothing new. We thought about you yester-

day, and the days before that too. We thought 
of you in silence. We often speak your name. 
All we have are memories, and your picture 

in a frame. Your memory is our keepsake, 
with which will never part. God has you in 

HIS keeping. We have you in our hearts. 

March 23, 1935 - June 16, 1999

Love Marie and family. 

Laura Ingriselli
Congratulations 
Laura on earning 
your undergraduate 
degree in Kine-
siology from the 
Faculty of Applied 
Health Sciences at 
the University of 
Waterloo. 
Over the last 2 
years, you devoted 
your time to the 
Women’s hockey 
team as a student 
trainer (Student 
Trainer of the Year 

in 2018) and were still able to keep up with 
your studies, graduating with Honours. Love 
and Good Luck in the next phase in life.

Mom, Dad, Julie.

Happy 80th Birthday 
Darrell Jantzi 

Love from your family 
Florence, Kristine, Brian, Susanne, Jennifer

June 17, 1939 

Kleinknecht, Carole
Peacefully passed away, after a 
number of years living with dementia, 
on Tuesday, June 11, 2019, at Columbia 
Forest LTC in Waterloo, at the age of 
77. Carole was the beloved wife for 57 
years of Bruce of St. Jacobs, formerly 
of Elmira. Mother of Cheryl, Lisa 
(Kevin Stevenson), Andrew (Wanda 
Lee McPhee), and Paul (Samantha). 
Grandmother of Adam, Claire, 
Thomas, Ella, Reese, Declan, and 
Sarah. Sister of Peter (Donna) Schlei, 
and Janice (Tom Noaks). Predeceased 
by her twin sister Karen and her 
parents Adam and Rita (Totzke) 
Schlei. Cremation has taken place. A 
memorial visitation will be held on 
Friday, June 14, 2019 from 2-4 and 
7-9 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A 
memorial service to celebrate Carole’s 
life will take place on Saturday, June 
15, 2019 at 2 p.m. at Gale Presbyterian 
Church, 10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. 
A reception will follow. In Carole’s 
memory, donations to Community 
Care Concepts or Alzheimer Society 
would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

HATTLE, AILEEN (TOSH, BUCHAN) - Passed 
away peacefully at Twin Oaks Nursing Home, 
Maryhill, on Saturday, June 8, 2019 in her 97th 
year. 

MERCER, ROBERT - Passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, June 5, 2019, at St. Jacobs Place, 
at the age of 85 years.

ANNIVERSARY

OBITUARY

BIRTHDAY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

DEATH NOTICES

GRADUATIONBIRTHDAY

IN MEMORIAM

Have yourself  
a “Grand”  

Birthday Finn!

Happy 15th Birthday!

We’re looking forward  
to more grand  

adventures with you!

We love you buddy!
Mom, Dad & Parker!

Are you
planning

something
special?

Get the
word 
out!

FAMILY ALBUM ANNOUNCEMENTS!
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Kitchener-Conestoga MP Harold Albrecht’s 11th annu-
al shredding party saw a steady stream of visitors to 
his constituency office last Saturday morning. With a 
volunteer dedicated to the Food Bank of Waterloo Re-
gion accepting donations, this year’s event accepted 
$1,205.85 in cash donations and 496 pounds of food, 
enough for some 3,618 meals.

Waterloo Regional council approved $145,861 in 
funding for 20 projects under the Community Environ-
mental Fund (CEF) grant program. Recipients include 
11 community organizations, seven schools, and two 
projects initiated by an area municipality. The list 
includes the KW Habilitation Our Farm Trail building 
project and the Conrad Grebel College green roof 
project

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

Thank you to every Father
for being a leader, a role 
model and a hero. 
You are loved!

–Leroy’s Auto Care Team

PAPER PAYS OFF GREEN FOR GREEN

Woolwich gets ready to roll out its summer camp
AFTER SCHOOL WRIT LARGE

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Summer officially arrives 
next week. Soon after, 
thousands of local kids 
will be out of school for 
the next couple of months, 
with family schedules that 
will need to be filled.

With both in mind, 
Woolwich is ready to roll 
out its summer camp of-
ferings.

The Woolwich Summer 
Camp continues to evolve 
since its launch in 2009: 
this year, organizers are 
incorporating two new 
specialty camps. The first 
is a partnership with the 
Elmira Golf Club called the 
golf camp – participants 
between the ages of 8 and 
14 will get to spend the 
morning on the links.

“We’re really excited 
about that one – that’s 
very new to us,” said Emily 
Orr, WMC summer camp 
coordinator. “It’ll be a cool 
opportunity, especially 
for those older campers, if 
they’re interested in golf 
or maybe want to learn 
more about it – it’s a real-
ly nice opportunity to go 
there, have a professional 
teaching them, and be giv-
ing them that time.”

The second is called 
Kitchen Adventures, 
where campers get the 
chance to prepare their 
lunches all week.

“It’s a hands-on camp; if 
you’re interested in cook-
ing, you get to be fully im-
mersed in those themes, 
which is really exciting,” 
said Orr.

For older youth look-
ing to get involved, the 
Woolwich Summer Camp 
is continuing 2018’s lead-
er-in-training develop-

ment program. It aims to 
give older participants, 
13-16 years of age, the 
skills to become camp 
leaders while gaining vol-
unteer experience. Skills 
developed in this program 
include com-
munication, 
teamwork, 
program 
planning, 
and be-
haviour man-
agement with 
children.

The pro-
gram also 
offers those 
participating 
to become 
certified in 
anaphylaxis 
rescue and 
Lifesaving 
Society Safe-
guard.

Features 
that remain 
the same to 
many previous 
years include 
themed weeks. 
Depending on 
the week, they 
will be offered 
at the WMC, 
Breslau Com-
munity Centre 
or Conestogo 
Park club-
house. There 
are different 
themes de-
pending on the 
age group. For 
example, Kids 
Camp covers 
youth 5-10.

“Week 3 for Kids Camp 
is a Hawaiian theme. 
So it’s all going to be an 
under-the-water theme 
– ‘Finding Nemo,’ things 
like that, exploring the 
wonders of the ocean, 

making pirate ships and 
playing water games,” ex-
plained Briana Kuchma, 
the Breslau/Conestogo 
camp coordinator.

“Then Week 4 we have 
Bugs Life, which is a really 
cool week for Kids Camp 
because we get to go to 

the Cambridge 
Butterfly 

Conservatory.”
Campers will be travel-

ling to a few cool new loca-
tions this year, including 
the Donkey Sanctuary, the 
Waterloo Central Railway 
in St. Jacobs, Conestogo 
River Horseback Adven-
tures, and Little Ray’s 
Reptile Zoo.

Other themed weeks on 
tap include the Barnyard 
Palooza, Jungle Book, 

Winter Wonder-
land and Wizards 
in Woolwich. Orr 
recommended to 
act fast, as some 
weeks have al-
ready been com-
pletely filled.

“We’ve already 

had some great registra-
tion numbers: we have 
two camp weeks that are 
actually already full. Then 
we’ve had a couple that 
were full, and we extended 
for more room for campers 
to register,” said Orr. “But 
we have quite a few weeks 
that have just a few spots 
left so we do encourage 
people to start looking at 
their summer calendars, if 
they haven’t already, and 
get to registering.”

The Woolwich Summer 
Camp does incorporate 
new themes and/or activ-
ities each year based on 
feedback received from 
campers and parents. 
Organizers offer a variety 
of activities 
including 

crafts, games, science, 
baking, and drama, to give 
a well-rounded experi-
ence.

“We try to talk to parents 
and campers as much as 
we can. We like to tai-
lor our program to their 
needs,” said Orr. “So every 
year, if we hear some ideas 
from them, and we try to 
consider what the inter-
ests of the children and 
youth in our community; 
then we base the activities 
and themes off of that so 
that we are piquing their 
interest and finding ways 
to keep them engaged 
throughout the summer.”

Depending on the week 
chosen, camps costs can 
range from $135-199 per 
week. There are optional 
add-ons, such as lunches, 
that cost a little extra. 

Registrations can be done 
at the WMC, Breslau 

Community Centre, or 
online at 

www.woolwich.ca.

Woolwich camp coordinators Briana 
Kuchma (left) and Emily Orr are ready 
for the camp season to kick off July 2 
at the WMC and Breslau Community 
Centre.   [VERONICA REINER]
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The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at www.observerxtra.com/event-list.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
elmiravacuum@gmail.com

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

JUNE 13

 � SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT BRESLAU COMMUNITY 
Centre, noon. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for a light lunch and fellowship; $7. Call 519-664-
1900 to sign up.

JUNE 15

 � GEOCACHING 101 AT THE WELLESLEY LIBRARY, 11 
a.m. Learn what you need to know to play this real-world, 
outdoor treasure hunting game. Get an introduction to 
geocaching and then try your new skills with a specific 
set of coordinates to locate nearby geocaches. Bring your 
own device.

 � MARYHILL KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 11TH ANNUAL 
Charity Car Show and Shine. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Maryhill Community Centre. Free admission for both cars 
and spectators. People's Choice, BBQ, door prizes, raffles, 
live music and cash bar. for info call Doug 519-648-2939 
or Tom 519-589-5769.

JUNE 16

 � HUNGRY MAN'S BREAKFAST AT THE ELMIRA LEGION 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.; $6/person. Hosted by the Elmira 
fire station. All you can eat. All welcome.

JUNE 17

 � ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
presents Robert Pavlis “Designing Your Fall Garden.” Join 
us at Trinity United Church, Elmira, 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Members free; non-members $2.

JUNE 18

 � TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE PRESBYTERIAN 
Church, Elmira. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Cold ham, salads, 
bread, strawberry dessert, beverage; $12.

JUNE 19

 � YOUNG AT HEART CLUB. WE ARE HAVING OUR FIRST 
Spring Pot Luck Lunch. Please register by calling 226-
789-8904 before June 5th and we will assign you a food 
course to bring. St Clements Community Centre from noon 
to 3 p.m.

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT WELLESLEY COMMUNITY 
Centre, noon. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for a light lunch and fellowship. Call 519-664-1900 
by noon June 17 to sign up.

JUNE 23

 � TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE PRESBYTERIAN 
Church, Elmira from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Cold ham, 
salads, bread, strawberry dessert, beverage; $12.

JUNE 24

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT WOOLWICH MEMORIAL 
Centre, noon. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for a light lunch and fellowship; $7. Call 519-664-
1900 by noon June 20 to sign up.

JUNE 26

 � SENIORS' COMMUNITY DINING AT LINWOOD 
Community Centre, noon. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for lunch, fellowship and 
entertainment; $12. Call 519-664-1900 by noon June 24 
to sign up.

JULY 6

 � THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY'S GARDEN TOUR, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tickets are $12 at Brian's Photo, 
Elmira, barbs@rogers.com or 519-580-7584. There are 
9 lovely properties and promos at four local restaurants 
included.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

CHEF'S TABLE

This chicken recipe 
is really cherry

J une marks the start of 
cherry season in On-
tario. The little fruit is 

tasty all on its own – grab a 
handful and enjoy – but is 
versatile enough to add fla-
vour to preparations from 
smoothies to salads, not to 
mention the whole cherry 
pie thing.

Cherries also make a 
great addition to poultry, 
as you’ll discover if you put 
together this Cherry Chick-
en Sauté. The recipe makes 
for a simple dinner, served 
with the likes of rice and 
green beans.

The combination of 
sweet and sour comes 
through, and cherries have 
the added bonus of being 
full of nutrients such as vi-
tamin C and potassium. As 
for the pits, some are easier 
to deal with than others – 
riper is messier but makes 
the task less onerous. Still 
too messy, frozen cherries 
can be thawed out or dried 
cherries plumped back up 
by soaking them in boiling 
water for 10 minutes or so.

Whatever route you go, 
do enjoy experimenting 

with this one.

Cherry 
Chicken  
Sauté

3/4 cup chicken broth
1/4 cup balsamic vinegar
2 tsp. cornstarch
1 tsp. dried thyme
1 Tbsp. vegetable oil
4 boneless skinless chicken 
breasts (about 1 lb/500 g)
1 medium onion, chopped
2 cups Ontario sweet cher-
ries, pitted and halved

1. In small bowl, combine chick-
en broth, vinegar, cornstarch 
and thyme; set aside.

2. In large skillet, heat oil over 
medium-high heat. Brown 
chicken with onion. 

3. Stir in broth mixture; bring 
to boil. Reduce heat and sim-
mer, uncovered and stirring 
occasionally, until chicken is 
no longer pink inside, about 10 
minutes. 

4. Stir in cherries; heat through, 
3 to 5 minutes.
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spiders, lizards and am-
phibians, with adaptations 
to their feet, are able to 
climb vertical and inverted 
surfaces.  For instance, the 
bottoms of gecko toes are 
covered with “super-flex-
ible, microscopic hairs,” 
creating electromagnetic 
attraction to the surface 
but angled to allow the 
lizard to move its feet eas-
ily.  And stick insects se-
crete liquid from their foot 
pads, apparently acting 
as a lubricant that helps 
them  unstick their feet as 
they move.

 
We are still sorting out 

how feet work, Tarlach 
says. But one fact was set 
in 1959, when the U.S. and 
several other countries 
standardized the yard, 
and by extension, the 
smaller unit of measure-
ment.  The International 
Foot became exactly 
0.3048 meters.  “As a re-
sult, a foot got slightly 
longer in the U.K. and 
slightly shorter here.”

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

10: 45 am Worship Service

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30 am Sunday School 

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Set Free To Be ...

Sunday, June 16th

10:45 am

Speaker: Kevin Martin

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Father’s
Day

Jonathan Brubacher
 preaching

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:00 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

Looking for a faith community that's close to home? Start here. If you want to see your church listed here and 

want to reach over 12,000 homes every week call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext104.

BRAIN FOOD

This Picasso's art is a big seller even though he's a piglet
Q. In his book “Talk to 
Me” in a chapter titled 
“Immortality,” James 
Vlahos describes how 
he manages to converse 
with his dead father, 
John.  Any idea how it’s 
done?

A. While John was dying of 
cancer, Vlahos interviewed 
him extensively about “the 
story of his life,” filling up 
a thick volume.  With a 
background in computer 
science and a deep interest 
in “voice computing” 
(think Alexa and Siri), 

Vlahos came to realize he 
had enough information to 
create a chatbot emulating 
his father – a Dadbot.  “But 
I don’t want it to repre-
sent only who my father 
is.  The bot should show-
case how he is as well.  It 
should portray his manner 
(warm and self-effacing), 
outlook (mostly positive 
with bouts of gloominess), 
and personality (erudite, 
logical, and, above all, 
humorous).” After months 
of work, Vlahos produced 
a functional Dadbot, and 
John got to witness an ear-

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

ly version before he died.
 
Voice computing is 

still in its infancy, but the 
technology is developing 
exponentially, with com-
panies working to allow 
us to converse realistically 
with fictional or dead peo-
ple.  Says Vlahos, “I can 
imagine talking to such a 
bot. What I cannot fathom 
is how that will feel.”

 
Q.  You’ve no doubt 
heard of the famous 
Spanish painter Pablo 
Picasso, but what about 

Pigcasso of South Afri-
ca?

A.  When piglet Pigcasso 
was placed in an animal 
sanctuary in South Africa, 
owner Joanne Lefson no-
ticed that, like other pigs, 
it ate virtually everything 
in sight but left her paint-
ing supplies untouched, 
says Dan Lewis on his 
“Now I Know” website.  
Since the pig played with 
the paintbrushes, Lefson 
left out some paint and 
canvas to see what would 
happen.

 
Painter Pigcasso 

emerged, “gripping the 
brush with its mouth and 
threading strips of color 
in a manner similar to a 
human toddler,” creating 
“an eclectic collection of 
multi-color brushstrokes.”  
Its average painting now 
sells for $1,600, all of 

which goes back to the 
farm sanctuary it calls 
home (from “Inside Edi-
tion”).  Recently, watch-
maker Swatch offered a 
special edition timepiece 
selling for $120, with Pig-
casso’s works on both the 
watchband and the face.  
Says Lewis, “As of this 
writing, they’re sold out.” 

 
Q.  “Plantigrade,” “digiti-
grade,” “unguligrade” — 
from tip to toe, where do 
these words fit in?

     A.  They’re different foot 
positions: “plantigrade” 
means the entire foot is on 
the ground, like humans 
and mice; with “digiti-
grade,” only the toes are 
on the ground, as with cats 
and dogs; and “unguli-
grade” describes horses 
and giraffes with hooved 
toes on the ground, says 
Gemma Tarlach in “Dis-
cover” magazine.  Our big 
heel bone, short toes and 
long, stiff arch gave us effi-
cient bipedalism, making 
us “great long-distance 
walkers and runners while 
freeing our upper limbs to 
make and use tools.”

 
Then, too, many insects, 

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Traditional ally of 

Sparta
5. Solid Snake video 

game, for short
8. Little, e.g.
12. Bit
15. Aria, e.g.
16. Go before
18. "Yo te ___"
19. Prism output
21. "___ bad!"
22. All together
23. School parent 

partnerships
24. Filled
26. Wild-eyed slumber
27. Handyman Bob
30. Aurora's counterpart
32. Gaelic Scotland
33. Like a line, briefly
35. Guillotine hazard
38. Pidgin French for 

"non"
39. For the birds
40. Weighty matters
41. Swelling
43. Not EST, but the 

other one
44. Debbie, Abner, 

Brother
45. Eastern Orthodox 

icons
50. Live to see it, rue it
51. Language of Le-

rmontov: Abbr.
52. Stars to the Romans
55. Fruit stiffener
59. Baked, in Bologna
61. Mouth, in slang
62. Painfully intelligent
64. Door fastener
65. Fancy American 

University
66. Other 3-letter Brit 

term for loo
67. Blues singer James
69. Café alternative
70. 100 simoleons
72. Temporary custody
74. Tarzan vine
76. Laughable with dar
77. 80's pro-social gang 

member
81. "Lord, is ___?"
82. Unprofessionals
83. Unmoving state
84. Average
85. Dambuster targets
86. NYC subway organi-

zation
87. "___ Excited" (Point-

er Sisters hit)
DOWN

1. Arugula alternative
2. Set free
3. Sickly predicted
4. Say this to put off a 

childish request
5. More, in Madrid
6. Country's productivity
7. Do not get involved
8. Mythological hunter 

turned into a stag 
and killed by his 
own dogs

9. Being
10. Dean's e-mail 

address ender
11. Radiation dosages
12. Rats
13. Pseudopod formers
14. Whatnots
17. Outer: Prefix
20. Gun, as in minister
25. Contented sighs
28. Dockworker's org.
29. Day, such a
31. Almost the finals
34. Arrigato, Mr. 

Roboto
36. Bite the blackbird
37. Saucily danceable
42. Tax hell
44. Now you can find it
46. Stupefyingly normal

47. Good ol' Ru, #44
48. Book after Neh.
49. Tactical approach
53. Foolish hastiness
54. Entreat
55. Why don't they get 

rich on the lottery?!
56. Come forth out of
57. Food ones are 100x 

the physics ones
58. Old timey waste 

allowance
59. Leaps around like a 

drunken sailor
60. Fitting
63. Peace be upon you
68. In the French man-

ner of
71. Taking the name in 

vain, politely
73. Lemon drink
75. King of the Jews, in 

short
78. Big Dipper for 

ultra-short
79. Perhaps the hardest 

row to hoe, profes-
sionally speaking

80. Modern American 
spooks

Relive it with a reprint.

Being in the paper is one
of life’s highlights.

We have photos 
to share.

observerxtra.com/photo-reprints

GET IT IN THE
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Garden Centre Sales
Selected 10” 

Hanging
Baskets

Good selection of shrubs,
planters, soils & mulches. 

$999

12” 

Hanging
Baskets
$1499

4”

Annuals, Herbs
or Vegetables
Vegetables
or Annuals

$199
Each

99¢
/ 4 Cell Pack

Flat for
$9.99

One Gallon

Perennials $699

315 Arthur St., S., ELMIRA

519-669-5403
OPEN UNTIL MIDNIGHT

Locally Owned 
& Operated by

Doug & Mary Lou Pagett

Garden Centre
Sale Now On!

1420 King St. North
Downtown St. Jacobs
519-664-2905

Saturday June 22, 2019 at 8:00am

UP TO 75% OFF
Houseware
& Hardware

End of
Lines

FINAL 
SALE!

Discontinued
Items

Rain or
Shine!
Cash &

Carry Only

NO 
EARLY
BIRDS

PLEASE

LOCATED
IN OUR
REAR

PARKING
LOT
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1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188 | M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

THIS WEEKS DEALS!
JUNE 13 - 16   4 DAYS ONLY!
THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 10-59-6

IN STOCK

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT
67

/ LIN FT
67

7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

MDF PRIMED WHITE 
BASEBOARDS

IN STOCK

4X16 OR 3X12
WALL TILE

$187
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/ SQ FTFROM

HOT PRODUCT!

IN STOCK

12” X 24”
PORCELAIN

$179
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

/ SQ FTFROM

MODERN LOOK

IN STOCK

12MM THICK
LAMINATE

$127
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/ SQ FTFROM

RANDOM LENGTHS

IN STOCK

PRINTED 
TILES NEW!

$297
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/ SQ FTFROM

FLOOR OR WALL

IN STOCK

2-TONE FRIEZE
CARPET

$167
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/ SQ FTFROM

PLUS NO TAX!

IN STOCK

$319
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/ SQ FTFROM

HANDSCRAPED

CLICK ENG. MAPLE
 HARDWOOD

IN STOCK

SWISS-MADE
LAMINATE

89¢
1.591.591.591.591.591.59

/ SQ FT

¢
/ SQ FT

¢FROM89FROM89
HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

LUXURY VINYL 
PLANKS

$197
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/ SQ FTFROM

100% WATERPROOF

IN STOCK

MODERN CLICK 
VINYL TILES

$177
REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79

/ SQ FTFROM

TRAVERTINE-LOOK

IN STOCK

48” LAMINATE
STAIR TREADS

$4599
79.9979.9979.9979.9979.9979.99

EACHFROM

TREAD & RISER INCL

AREA RUGS!
NO TAX
on ALL in-stock 

NEW RUGS ARRIVING DAILY

4’x6’ $4999APPROX

FROM

5’x8’ $6999APPROX

FROM

$15999APPROX

FROM8’x11’
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