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New funds for local midwives

ALL ABOUT BABIES

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

St. Jacobs Midwives will receive 
$232,000 as part of the provincial 
government’s $28-million expan-
sion plan for midwifery services 
in Ontario.

Health Minister Christine 
Elliott was in the village Mon-
day morning to make the an-

Health Minister Christine Elliott (second from right) and Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris (left) were in St. Jacobs Monday to announce the St. Jacobs Midwives will receive $232,000 as part 
of $28 million in new funding for midwifery services in the province.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Growing up in the halls of pow-
er at Queen’s Park, Kitchen-
er-Conestogo MPP Mike Harris 
came into politics with a rare 
understanding of what to expect. 
The junior politician was swept 
into office as part of last year’s 
blue wave, joining the Progressive 
Conservative Party of Ontario’s 
rise into a majority government 
that has, at times, invoked com-
parisons to the mid-90s admin-
istration of his father, the former 
PC premier Mike Harris senior.

A little over a year into his first 
term in what has been a heady, 
fast-moving, if at times tumul-
tuous government, the MPP is 
following in his father’s footsteps 
in more ways than one. Harris 
was selected as parliamentary 
assistant to the minister of Natu-
ral Resources and Forestry during 
last month’s cabinet shuffle by 
Doug Ford.

Harris’ father similarly found 
himself earning his wings as a 
parliamentary assistant in 1983, a 
little over a year after his election 
as the member from Nipissing. 
It’s a position typically given 
to novice legislators in need of 
seasoning, putting the MPP in a 
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Rookie MPP 
learning on 
the fly: Harris 
one year in

PROVINCIAL MATTERS

St. Jacobs provider receives new funding as province expands midwifery services

nouncement, joined by Kitchen-
er-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris.

“This additional funding will 
mean more expecting families 
across Ontario will be able to ac-
cess quality care from a midwife 
during pregnancy, labour, and 
birth as well as six weeks of sup-
port once the baby is born,” said 
Elliott. 

St. Jacobs Midwives serves 

residents in the Woolwich and 
Wellesley townships, as well as 
Kitchener, Waterloo, Wilmot, and 
surrounding rural areas. 

Rosslyn Bentley, executive di-
rector of Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, said that there 
are between 40 and 60 families 
at any given time waiting for the 
services of a midwife.

“It’s a very popular choice with 

many of the families locally,” 
said Bentley. “It’s a very cost-ef-
fective way of delivering care, as 
well and really excellent results 
for low-risk women, which is the 
vast majority of people that are 
expecting a baby.”

In addition to potentially clear-
ing that waitlist across Waterloo 
Region, the funding could allow 

MIDWIFERY | 02
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the organization to hire 
new midwives.

“We have a challenge 
locally in that there are al-
ready 10 midwifery spaces 
funded at the St. Jacobs 
midwives. Unfortunate-
ly, because they are only 
granted so many spaces for 
privileges at Grand River 
Hospital, we’ve currently 
only got nine midwives 
instead of 10,” said Bentley. 
“So we hope that with this 
funding, the hospital will 
perhaps re-examine its 
submitting privileges and 
allow for all of the funded 
midwifery spots to be able 

to do admissions.”
If the organization can 

receive hospital privileges, 
it intends to fill those va-
cant positions and to seek 
room for two new regis-
trants. 

In addition to aiding ex-
isting midwifery services, 
the provincial money is 
expected to support up to 
90 new graduates entering 
the field, help midwifery 
groups acquire new tech-
nology and expand Indige-
nous midwifery programs.

“I am also proud to an-
nounce that our govern-
ment is working to respon-
sibly expand the scope of 

practice for midwives to al-
low them to prescribe more 
medications to clients,” 
said Elliott. “This change 
will empower midwives to 
better use their education 
and training, to provide 
great choice and conve-
nience for families, and 
reduce time for patients to 
wait for medications and 
therapies.”

Other health care pro-
viders receiving funding 
include Guelph Midwives 
at $137,767, Family Midwife-
ry Care of Guelph getting 
$95,042, and Blue Heron 
Midwives with $13,880. 

Bentley added that the 

funding announcement 
came somewhat out of the 
blue just late last week.

“It was something that 
the Ontario Association of 
Midwifery has been lob-
bying for, for some time,” 
said Bentley. “It wasn’t 
anything we knew was on 
the horizon, so this was a 
pleasant surprise.” 

There are some 900 mid-
wives in Ontario, serving 
89 communities across the 
province. This year, more 
than 29,000 families will 
have the care of a midwife, 
according to the association, 
with the new funding allow-
ing room for another 3,400.

supporting role to cabinet 
ministers.

But while Harris senior 
reportedly bristled at being 
passed over for a cabinet 
position over his peers, 
his son, the member from 
Kitchener-Conestoga, 
seemed energized at the 
prospect.

“I’m really excited about 
this, actually. My father 
was the minister of Natural 
Resources back in 1985,” 
noted Harris. “It was the 
year I was born, so it kind 
of holds a special place in 
my heart to be able to go 
ahead and now support our 
current minister John Yak-
abuski as his parliamentary 
assistant. So it’s very excit-
ing, and I’m really looking 
forward to getting down to 
work.”

An avid outdoorsman 
and fisher, Harris saw the 
role as a natural fit for his 
interests. He grew up in 
North Bay before moving 
to Waterloo, and during 
his time here has taken in 
some fishing brown trout 
in the local waterways. 

“I’ve been an outdoors-
man for most of my life. I 
learned how to fish when 
I was about two-years-old, 
and it’s something that 
I’m very passionate about. 
Whether it be wildlife 
management, whether it 
be supporting our hunters, 
our anglers. Of course our 
tourist operators,” he said.

“But there’s also the oth-
er side of it too: balancing 
the aggregate business and 
forestry as well, which has 
been a longstanding busi-
ness sector here of course 
in our province and across 
Canada. So making sure 

we have a strong, vibrant 
natural resources sector 
moving forward as well.”

In line with the party 
thinking, Harris keeps one 
eye to the finances and 
economy of the province, 
preferring leaner govern-
ment spending over the 
“unsustainable” spending 
of the previous Liberal gov-
ernment, as critics have of-
ten called it. It’s that drive 
for fiscal responsibility – or 
budget cuts, as opponents 
of the Ford government 
have insisted on calling it 
– that motivated Harris to 
enter into politics.

A father of five children, 
the oldest of whom turns 
13 this summer, Harris was 
wary about entering pol-
itics, having been just 10 
years of age when his own 
father became the premier 
of Canada’s largest prov-
ince.

“That was one of the 
reasons why I was always a 
little bit shy about getting 
into politics, was how it 
can negatively affect your 
family. And of course, five 
kids: I have to be very cog-
nizant of that,” he said.

“But on the flipside, that 
was almost the reason, in 
fact it was really the rea-
son that really drove me 
to seeking election and 
moving to where we were 
now,” he added. “Because 
I was really worried that 
the previous Liberal gov-
ernment was mortgaging 
my children’s futures and 
generations to come, and I 
didn’t really want to sit by 
and say that was OK.”

When Harris’ father first 
undertook his radical Com-
mon Sense Revolution in 
the mid-90s, he famously 

said, quite presciently: “By 
the time we’re done, there 
won’t be a single blade of 
grass on the south lawn of 
Queen’s Park that hasn’t 
been trod upon by some 
protester.”

Certainly, 20 years later, 
the pavement outside the 
junior Harris’ Elmira con-
stituency office has seen 
its share of foot traffic. 
Demonstrations have been 
held by parents anxious 
over uncertain OSAP fund-
ing, teachers worried by 
increasing class sizes, and 
adolescents feeling the 
dual pressure of dwindling 
education spending and 
post-secondary loans.

Local elected officials, 
meanwhile, have often 
grimaced at cuts to munic-
ipalities, and frequently 
found themselves locking 
horns over the govern-
ment’s austerity measures. 
And, driving around the 
province’s regions, you’d 
be hard pressed not to find 
signs on residents’ lawns 
saying “Stop Amalgama-
tion,” as communities 

worry about the future of 
their local governments 
disappearing.

Harris strikes a more 
conciliatory tone than 

his father, pointing to 
a massive debt that has 
threatened to affect his 
children’s’ futures, and 
the long-term success 
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 �ONE YEAR IN: The rookie Kitchener-Conestoga MPP is no stranger to controversies the Ford government faces today
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of the province. There’s 
been some backlash to the 
government’s policies, 
but Harris points the gov-
ernment has responded 
and pivoted to public 
perceptions. With the leg-
islature out for the sum-
mer, Harris will now have 
even more time to meet 
with constituents to hear 
their views and concerns. 
Overall, though, one year 
into his term, the MPP 
from Kitchener-Conesto-
ga says he sees the gov-
ernment going along the 
right track, with a historic 
number of bills passed 
through the legislature 
bringing real change to 
Ontarians.

“I couldn’t be happier 
where we are. We set out 
with an ambitious goal, 
we’ve taken plausible steps 
towards that with the bills 
we’ve introduced in the 
House, with the fall eco-
nomic statement, and then 
of course with the budget 
just being released a couple 
of months ago,” he said.

“I couldn’t be happier 
with the direction we are 
going in.”

 �MIDWIFERY: Organization hopes for better access with new funding
FROM 01

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

Kids were thrilled to begin their summer vacation on the last day of school on June 27. Pictured is Ashlee Vincent with 
Nolan and Liam of Riverside PS, and Marty and Kegan Spurrel of John Mahood PS (inset). [VERONICA REINER]

Mike Harris had some idea what he was getting into a year ago. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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There were 658 residential properties sold through 
the MLS system) of the Kitchener-Waterloo Associ-
ation of Realtors in June, representing an increase 
of 8.8% compared to the same month last year. The 
average sale price of all residential properties sold 
in June increased by 8.9% to $533,619 compared to 
June 2018. Detached homes sold for an average price 
of $618,186 an increase of 7.9%. 

A portion of Elmira’s Bristow Park will be sold to 
three neighbouring businesses despite last-minute 
appeals from neighbours, Woolwich council decided 
July 8. The sale would see Woolwich Township 
transfer part of the parkland to three existing property 
owners – the Royal Canadian Legion, Elmira Bowl and 
Ralph Brubacher. The sale would give the properties 
frontage on First Street and allow for parking space. 

From the July 12, 2003 edition of The Observer 

HOME SALES UP FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

It’s said life moves a little 
slower out in the country, 
and for the most part it’s an 
expression that holds up. 
But out on the rural high-
ways, the story becomes 
all together less certain. As 
last month’s three-vehicle 

WELLESLEY COUNCIL

Water leaking into the roof has undermined the integrity of the structure, prompting its closure. [VERONICA REINER]

Council approves funding to design a new facility rather that costly repairs to failing 
roof; short-term fixes still among the options

Township looking to 
replace closed arena

Traffic speed is a matter of perception, says region

SPEEDING | 04

collision on Sawmill Road 
at west-end of Conestogo 
village showed, getting 
drivers to slow down re-
mains a challenge in resi-
dential areas.

Fast traffic is doubly 
concerning at the Sawmill 
Road/Northfield Drive in-
tersection for its proximity 
to Conestogo Public School 

and a 40km/h school zone, 
which starts just east of 
the intersection and runs 
for 420 metres to Glasgow 
Street.

Conestogo residents ar-
gue that more needs to be 
done to enforce the speed 
limit on Sawmill; the Re-
gion of Waterloo counters 
that  steps have been taken 

to do just that, while traffic 
data collected shows the 
majority of vehicles obey-
ing the 40km/h posted 
speed limit.

“The speed of traffic 
coming through that sec-
tion of Conestogo near the 
school, that’s probably one 
of our slowest operating 
roadways in the region for a 

regional road,” noted man-
ager of transportation engi-
neering Bob Henderson.

But is that assessment 
supported by the facts? 
The region periodically 
conducts traffic and speed 
counts along its roads, and 
a traffic study carried out 
on Sawmill Road over a 24-
hour period in October of 

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Building a new facility is 
the most likely follow-up 
to the township’s decision 
to close the Wellesley are-
na due to safety concerns, 
with councillors moving 
in that direction Tuesday 
night.

The township will spend 
up to $150,000 to design 
a new arena, planning to 
have the project ready to 
go should federal and pro-
vincial funding become 
available to build a new 
rink in the village. In a split 
decision, with residents 
crammed into council 
chambers, councillors 
adopted a staff recommen-
dation to plan for a new 
building on parkland at 
Queen’s Bush and Hutchi-
son roads.

The deliberations 
followed last week’s an-
nouncement the township 
was closing the arena for 

the 2019-20 season because 
the deteriorating state of 
the roof meant it could col-
lapse. That news was met 
with widespread disap- ARENA | 04

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Court-ordered changes to 
Ontario’s animal protection 
regulations have officials 
scrambling behind the 
scenes, but township res-
idents aren’t seeing any 
shifts just yet, with the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Hu-
mane Society continuing to 
provide services.

“So right now in Wool-
wich, nothing is chang-
ing,” said Jeff Smith, the 
township’s deputy clerk. 
“All they’ve told us is they 
are continuing to provide 
services – we won’t notice 
any difference, the town-
ship or residents of the 
township.

“Our bylaw enforcement 
officers used to do ani-
mal control and bylaw; at 
the start of this year, we 
formally transferred the 
majority of those animal 
control responsibilities to 
the KW Humane Society. 
This doesn’t affect that re-
lationship either.”

However, current mea-
sures are temporary, with 
a new model to be in place 
by year’s end.

The changes stem from 
a January decision by the 
Superior Court of Justice 
in Kingston that found On-
tario’s current animal pro-
tection regime to be uncon-
stitutional. The decision 
in Boegaerts v. Attorney 
General of Ontario deter-
mined it was improper for 
the Ontario Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals, a private charity, 
to enforce animal protec-
tion laws without over-
sight measures and legal 
accountability. The court 
deemed a private organi-
zation shouldn’t have the 
power to enter a person’s 
property or to seize their 
belongings, for instance, 
without the transparency 
and accountability of other 
law-enforcement agencies.

The court gave the prov-
ince 12 months to make 
changes, maintaining the 

HUMANE SOCIETY | 04

But it’s easy to see why residents living on roads such as the one running through Conestogo might come to certain conclusions

2018 paints a contradictory 
picture.

On the one hand, the 
data shows that the vast 
majority of drivers travel-
ling between Northfield 
Drive and Glasgow on the 
420-metre school zone 
obeyed the speed limit. The 
average speed in this sec-

Changes to animal 
protections regime 
have little impact 
in townships so far

pointment in the commu-
nity, particularly among 
user groups such as the 
minor hockey association 
and Wellesley Applejacks 

that were left scrambling 
to find alternatives before 
the fall.

Facing a repair bill of 
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current regime in the in-
terim.

The decision means 
overhauling a system 
that has seen the OSPCA 
overseeing animal cruelty 
cases for the past centu-
ry. In March, the OSPCA 
announced that it would 
withdraw its animal pro-
tection enforcement ser-
vices, with an extension 
carrying the organization 

tion of road was 46km/h, 
while 85 per cent of all ve-
hicles counted travelled at 
or below 53km/h.

In fact, just a tiny frac-
tion of drivers, or less than 
three per cent, were seen 
going 60km/h or faster in 
the school zone.

However, that’s still 
three per cent of a total 
of 8,454 drivers recorded 
travelling that stretch of 
Sawmill in a day. That 
means of those over 8,000 
drivers, 238 were going at 
least 20km/h above the 
speed limit. That’s almost 
10 drivers an hour driving 

well above the 40km/h 
limit.

What’s more, the data set 
is broken up into 15-min-
ute intervals, meaning 
officials can measure when 
and how often drivers 
were speeding through the 
Conestogo school zone. 
And what the data shows 
is that these instances of 
speeding were spread out 
fairly evenly throughout 
the day.

From 5:15 a.m. until 10 
p.m., an observer watching 
traffic along the road could 
expect to see at least three 
cars zipping through the 
school zone in any given 

15-minute period.
Between 7:30 a.m. and 

7:45, for example, five cars 
were caught going above 
60km/h in the school zone. 
Between 7:45 and 8 a.m., 
that figure jumped to 14 
speeding vehicles. In fact, 
over that 17-hour period, 
there was always at least 
one driver speeding every 
15 minutes for at least 90 
per cent of the time.

That means that no 
matter the time of a day, 
a Conestogo resident out 
walking their dog along 
Sawmill, taking their 
children to school or just 
going for a stroll, is almost 

guaranteed to see several 
cars going too fast through 
the school zone, even if the 
majority of the traffic is 
obeying the posted limit.

The data is further bro-
ken down by direction of 
travel, giving more clues 
into where the problems 
lie. The Conestogo school 
zone lies on the west end 
of the village, near the 
settlement limits. So, per-
haps unsurprisingly, it was 
the eastbound traffic – or 
the traffic entering into 
the village from the west 
end – that was shown to 
be noticeably faster than 
westbound traffic leaving 

the village.
Of the 238 cars travel-

ling 60km/h or over, 149 
were travelling eastbound, 
while 89 were going west. 
That suggests that cars are 
simply not slowing down 
as they enter the village 
along the 80km/h highway; 
the speed limit drops to 
50km/h road just before 
the Northfield intersec-
tion, and then slows down 
further to a 40km/h zone.

The Region of Waterloo 
has implemented mea-
sures to slow down traffic, 
noted Henderson.

“The section between 
Northfield and I’d say Golf 

Course Road, the more 
built up area, that was 
recently reconstructed by 
the region,” said Hender-
son. “There were facilities 
put in to accommodate 
bicycles. The road was 
narrowed to facilitate the 
bicycles and to slow down 
traffic; there were pedes-
trian refuge islands put in 
to slow down traffic and to 
be quite honest, it’s one of 
our slowest operating road-
ways in the region.”

Whether these measures 
will be enough to curb 
those outliers will be de-
termined by future traffic 
studies.

 � SPEEDING: Crunching the numbers shows speeding isn't prevalent, but outliers are noticeable 
FROM 03

 �HUMANE SOCIETY: Court ruling says animal control enforcement must be more accountable to the the public
FROM 03

to continue those responsi-
bilities until the end of last 
month.

As a result, the KW Hu-
mane Society, which serves 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships, is undergoing 
some minor changes, in-
cluding a wider coverage 
area that now includes 
North Dumfries, Cam-
bridge, Perth County and 
parts of Huron County. 
They will also now have a 

contract working for the 
province, rather than with 
the OSPCA.

“The only other change 
for our organization is 
that we are supporting 
the province by doing all 
of Waterloo Region,” said 
Kathrin Delutis, execu-
tive director of the KW 
Humane Society. “We’re 
certainly getting some 
Cambridge, and North 
Dumfries calls this week. 

It’s just around animal 
cruelty, and not animal 
control. So we don’t do 
bylaw enforcement for 
Cambridge or North Dum-
fries. We’re only doing 
that under the provincial 
legislation.”

The organization says it 
has the resources to take 
care of these additional 
coverage areas for the time 
being. There have been 
some internal changes, 

including hiring more em-
ployees. 

“We’re very committed 
to ensuring that no animal 
falls through the cracks 
during this transition pe-
riod. But for us, it’s really 
just business as usual, with 
a little bit larger territory,” 
said Delutis. “We did get 
the opportunity to add 
some additional staffing to 
make sure that was covered 
as well.”

The KW Humane Society 
investigated 769 animal 
cruelty cases last year.

The Ontario govern-
ment also launched a new 
toll-free number available 
24/7 to report any animal 
welfare concerns: 1-883-
926-4625. Smith said it 
may be more efficient to 
use the same local number 
to reach the KW Humane 
Society for these concerns, 
519-745-5615.

some $600,000 to shore 
up the roof of the existing 
arena, councillors by a 3-2 
margin decided a new fa-
cility, though much more 
costly, would be the better 
option to pursue.

“We have to build for the 
future. We just can’t throw 
money away right now, and 
that’s exactly what we’d be 
doing if we started patch-
ing up this arena,” said 
Mayor Joe Nowak.

Repairing the roof was 
one of four suggestions put 
forward by staff along with 
the new building at a new 
location. The other two op-
tions were building a new 
arena on the current site or 
simply running with just the 
one arena in St. Clements.

Council ultimately 
decided to look into a 
new site, allocating up to 
$150,000 in federal gas-
tax revenues be used to 
design and engineer a new 
structure. With a plan in 
place, the township would 
be “shovel ready” should 
senior government money 
become available, a status 
that would boost its chanc-
es of receiving funding.

“No funding opportunity 
is guaranteed – to be able 
to apply for the funding, 
we would need this step 
that we’re asking for to-
night, to start the process,” 
noted recreation director 
Danny Roth.

While moving down that 
path, Coun. Peter van der 
Maas cautioned Tuesday 

night’s decision didn’t 
mean the township would 
be building a new arena.

“The proposal is that we 
approve spending. It does 
not obligate us to spend 
anything,” he said.

To move ahead, outside 
funding from Ottawa and 
Queen’s Park – typically 
covering about two-thirds 
of the capital costs – would 
be necessary. In speaking 
with Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris, the town-
ship learned there will be 
a fall intake for recreation 
funding for shovel-ready 
projects, Roth noted in his 
report to council.

Light on details and 
commitments, this week’s 
decision didn’t satisfy 
many of those in atten-
dance. The closure of the 
arena has left many user 
groups scrambling for al-
ternatives.

David Dienesch, pres-
ident of the Twin Centre 
Minor Hockey Association, 
told councillors that while 
he respected the decision 
to close the arena, that 
there was an overall lack of 
clarity throughout the en-

tire process and how it will 
affect Wellesley residents.

“This decision to close 
Wellesley arena, without a 
plan to repair or refurbish, 
impacts more than just 
the Twin Centre Minor 
Hockey Association,” said 
Dienesch. “There’s disap-
pointment that there was 
no foresight or planning 
ahead that included a bud-
get for the roof repair in 
Wellesley, whether based 
on useful life or when pos-
sible repairs would need to 
be made it keep it in opera-
tional condition.”

The steel structure, built 
in 1977, has had a number 
of maintenance issues over 
the years, with the roof be-
ing particularly problem-
atic. Leaking first became 
an issue around 2002, with 
more involved repairs car-
ried out in 2007 and 2013. 
The roof got another coat-
ing in 2014, but it started to 
leak again in 2016.

“It’s just been one issue 
after another, and the roof 
is just continuing to deteri-
orate,” said Roth.

He noted staff is still 
looking at all possible 

 � ARENA: Council leaves open the option of building a new facility
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solutions, short-term and 
long-term, in regards to 
keeping the arena open for 
the 2019/2020 season.

“One thing I will disclose 
is since the last meeting, 
we have had companies 
reach out to us with what 
they’re calling short-term 
options. We are investigat-
ing all those options that 
come our way. If there is a 
viable option that comes 
our way that our engineer 
is on board with, that is 
something we could bring 
back to council,” said Roth.

“I don’t want to get any-
one’s hopes up with that 
because we haven’t found a 
viable option yet.”

Chris Martin, a Wellesley 
resident and past president 
of the Twin Centre Heri-
canes, indicated the arena 
user groups could be part 
of the solution.

“When I heard about the 
arena in Wellesley being 
closed, I thought I’d take an 
initiative to gather the user 
groups together, make it a 
grassroots effort to see if we 
can pull together a consen-
sus of the user groups on a 
path forward,” said Martin.

User groups such as the Applejacks are now scrambling to find alternative venues. [VERONICA REINER]
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The National Hockey 
League Alumni Associ-
ation (NHLAA) and the 
Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP) joined forces Tues-
day for the second session 
of the Putting Stigma in the 
Penalty Box mental health 
awareness campaign.

The joint project is fo-
cused on helping to end 
the stigma associated with 
mental health challenges 
through a series of speak-
ing engagements.

The session featured 
speakers from the NHLAA 
and OPP. Jim McKenny, a 
NHL Alumni member who 
played for the Toronto Ma-
ple Leafs and Minnesota 
North Stars, was joined by 
retired OPP detective dup-
erintendent Dave Truax. 
Together, they shared their 
stories, experiences and 
how they were able to over-
come some of their chal-
lenges along the way.

NHL Alumni Associ-
ation executive director 
and president Glenn Healy 
and OPP Deputy Commis-
sioner Rick Barnum were 
joined by Kris King, senior 
vice-president of hockey 
operations for the NHL, 

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

JULY 2

 ■ 3:00 AM | Wellington 
County OPP responded to a 
single-vehicle collision involv-
ing a pickup truck in the ditch 
on Wellington Road 86 south of 
Side Road 15. An investigation 
revealed that the truck and 
occupants had been involved 
in several traffic related inci-
dents in a neighbouring county 
where they failed to stop for 
police earlier that morning. The 
driver and passenger were 
taken into custody. Officers 
located a small amount of 
methamphetamine inside the 
vehicle during the search sub-
sequent to arrest. A 27-year-
old North Perth Township man 
was charged with ‘possession 
of methamphetamine,’ and is 
scheduled to appear in Guelph 
Criminal Court on August 6 
to answer to the charge. A 
19-year-old Guelph woman 
was charged with ‘possession 
of methamphetamine’ and 
‘fail to comply with officer in 
charge of undertaking.’ She is 
scheduled to appear in Guelph 
Criminal court on August 6. She 
was turned over at the scene to 
another policing jurisdiction on 
the strength of an outstanding 
warrant. 

 ■ 2:30 PM | A Perth County 
OPP officer observed a vehicle 
travelling at a rate of speed 

NHL alumni join with OPP to fight  
stigma of mental health issues

and members from the 
NHLAA and OPP at the 
event.

“Mental health is 
something that affects 
us all. The NHL Alumni 
Association is proud to 
continue their partnership 
with the Ontario Provincial 
Police to offer help and 
hope for anyone in a tough 
spot. Building off of our 
first session with NHL 
Alumni, Jay Harrison, 
we are continuing 
to contribute to the 
conversation, bringing 
awareness to mental health 
and putting stigma in 
the penalty box for those 
affected today, tomorrow, 
and for our future 
generations,” said Healy in 
a release.

“It is important that 
we continue to break the 
silence and encourage 
courageous conversations 
between family, friends, 
co-workers and members 
of the public, to establish 
a more non-judgmental 
and supportive working 
environment for all 
members,” added  OPP 
Commissioner Thomas 
Carrique.

that exceeded the posted 
speed limit on Perth Line 55 
east of Monkton. In speaking 
with the male driver, the 
officer determined that he was 
operating the SUV while sus-
pended from driving. Further 
investigation revealed that the 
man was not complying with 
a court order. The 44-year-old 
Stratford man was arrested 
and charged with ‘fail to com-
ply with recognizance.’ The 
driver was also issued several 
summons for speeding and 
driving while suspended. He 
was held for a bail hearing.

JULY 3

 ■ 9:50 AM | A 38-year-old 
Woolwich Township man 
involved in a collision on June 
27 in which a cattle hauler car-
rying 98 head of cattle left the 
roadway and rolled over was 
charged with ‘careless driving. 
Due to the rollover,  17 cows 
died or had to be euthanized 
due to their injuries at the scene 
while another 25 escaped. The 
driver is set to appear in Guelph 
Provincial court in September to 
answer to his charge. 

JULY 4

 ■ 8:00 AM | A vehicle stolen 
from a residence in West 
Perth was later involved in a 
gas drive-off in Milverton on 

July 7. Perth County OPP are 
investigating the theft of the 
pickup from a rural property 
sometime overnight July 4. 
The pickup, a 2011 Dodge 
Ram, is described as being two 
tone, black with gold trim on 
the sides and a chrome push 
bar on the front.  Anyone with 
information is asked to contact 
Perth County OPP at 1-800-
310-1122.  Should you wish to 
remain anonymous, call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS) or submit a secure web-
tip at http://hc-cs.ca,  where 
you may be eligible to receive 
a cash reward of up to $2,000  

JULY 7

 ■ 8:00 AM | Waterloo Region-
al Police are investigating two 
reports of break-ins at residenc-
es in the area of Notre Dame 
Road in Woolwich Township. On 
July 7 at approximately 8 a.m., 
two individuals entered open 
garages at the homes and stole 
personal property. The individ-
uals were seen arriving and 
leaving in a small, dark-coloured 
SUV. Police are asking for the 
public’s assistance in identifying 
the individuals. Anyone with in-
formation is asked to call police 
at 519-570-9777 ext. 6399 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. Police remind the public to 
keep homes, garage doors and 
vehicles locked at all times, and 

report any suspicious persons 
or activity to police.

 ■ 4:35 PM | A 49-year-old 
woman from Brantford was 
driving a grey Mazda south-
bound on Arthur Street north of 
Elmira when a runaway horse 
dragging a buggy crossed 
the roadway.  The Mazda was 
struck by the buggy, causing 
minor damage to the vehicle.   
Citizens were able to catch the 
horse before it struck another 
vehicle. Neither the driver nor 
the horse was injured in the 
collision.

 ■ 10:30 PM |  A Perth County 
OPP officer  observed a 
westbound motor vehicle on 
Line 34, east of Shakespeare 
travelling significantly above 
the posted speed limit. In 
speaking with the driver 
after stopping the vehicle, 
the officer determined the 
driver was suspended from 
driving and could not produce 
any insurance documents for 
the vehicle.  The 38-year-old 
Kitchener man was charged 
with ‘speeding,’ ‘driving while 
under suspension’ and ‘oper-
ate a motor vehicle without 
insurance.’ The vehicle was 
towed from the scene, and the 
driver is scheduled to appear 
in the Ontario Court of Justice, 
Stratford on August 13 to 
speak to the charges. 
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Having just wrapped up 
the school year, most kids 
might not have learning 
something new at the top 
of their to-do list just now. 
But given the emphasis on 
fun, the Kid’s Summer Club 
just might be an option for 
those looking for some-
thing to do in Wellesley 
Township. 

The club, which runs 
through mid-August, is a 
new venture sponsored by 
the  Wellesley Township 
Community Health Centre, 
and made possible by a two-
year grant from the Lyle S. 
Hallman Foundation.

“We’ve run other clubs 

A different kind of learning experience
School’s out, so the emphasis is on filling the day with fun at newly expanded Wellesley day camp program

before but this is the first 
year we’ve done it in this 
kind of scope,” said Drew 
Ballak, child and youth 
worker at the health centre. 
“In past years, it’s been 
more of a focus on the low 
German community. Now, 
it’s pretty much open for 
anyone who lives in Welles-
ley Township.”

That’s the case whether 
or not the kids are at the 
“I’m bored” stage of their 
summer vacation.

The meeting places are 
hosted at four different 
locations across the Town-
ship, depending on the day 
of the week: Tuesdays are 
at the Linwood Commu-
nity centre, Wednesdays 
take place at the St. Clem-

ents Community Centre, 
Thursdays at the Crosshill 
Mennonite Church, and 
Fridays at the Hawkesville 
Mennonite Church. 

It is geared towards 
children ages 4-13 to teach 
them hands-on skills each 
week, throughout the sev-
en-week program.

“So we have an array of 
topics for the summer,” 
said Ballak. “This past 
week was physical exercise 
or education. But we’re 
also going to do topics on 
leadership and bullying, 
relationships, technology, 
animals, and nutrition.”

He added that the club 
sees a good turnout for the 
most part, with a low of eight 
and a high of 21. The maxi-

mum is 25. St. Clements and 
Linwood locations are fairly 
full, while the Crosshill loca-
tion is the most open.

The club also features a 
variety of interactive activ-
ities. For example, this past 
Tuesday at the Linwood 
Community Centre, local 
firefighters came in to 
teach kids about fire safety, 
as well as explaining what 
the job entails and touch-
ing on leadership skills.

“For the week of bully-
ing, we’re going to have 
David Cassidy, who is the 
police officer for the rural 
schools,” explained Ballak. 
“He’s going to talk about 
bullying in general, then 
hopefully he’ll talk about 
technology and bullying. 

For the animals week, we 
have the humane society 
coming in, and they’re go-
ing to bring some animals 
out as well.”

There are also outdoor 
activities, crafts such as 
painting, origami, and paper 
mâché for the day-long club. 

“We’re hoping if we can 
get funding for students 

again, we’d love to host it 
again next year, for sure,” 
said Ballak.

The Kids Summer Club 
runs until August 16 from 
9:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. A 
$25 donation is suggested. 
For more information or 
to register, contact Ballak 
through email at aballak@
wchc.on.ca. 

Instructors at the Linwood Community Centre include Kaylin Epp, Lisa Gies-
brecht, Drew Ballak and Daire Newbrough. [VERONICA REINER]
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Council has little choice but to build new arena in Wellesley
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

Beset with a host of in-
frastructure projects 
in need of funding and 

perennially strapped for cash, 
Wellesley officials are undoubt-
edly not overjoyed by the pros-
pect of having to build a new 
arena. Not building one isn’t an 
option, however.

The township has already an-
nounced it’s closing the Welles-
ley arena for the upcoming sea-
son, the building having been 
deemed unsafe. Officials knew 
the roof was a problem – issues 
were first identified in 2002, 
with a variety of repairs carried 
out over the years – but weren’t 
expecting leaks would render 
the roof a hazard that would 
force a closure. At this point, it 
seems any other repairs would 
be throwing away money on a 
stopgap measure.

The plan, then, is to replace 

the building, a move that will 
cost millions of dollars.

Built in 1977, the existing 
facility isn’t particularly old 
as arenas go, but it wasn’t con-
structed to premium standards 
– as is the case today, there was 
no room in the budget for the 
Taj Mahal. Moreover, the arena 
was built to the standards of 
the day, and the 1970s weren’t 
known to be either aesthetical-
ly pleasing or energy efficient. 
It’s a simple steel structure 
with little insulation and a de-
sign that wasn’t helpful when 
it came to keeping the roof in 
good repair.

A new arena will be much 
more energy efficient, driving 
down operating costs at the 
very least. Its design will have 
to take into account decades 
of use, as is not a project the 
township wants to repeat any 

time soon.
Closing the arena and fore-

going a new one would be the 
cheapest alternative, both in 
terms of capital spending and 
operational costs, but that’s 
not really an option given the 
demand for ice sports. Hockey, 
in particular, is our national 
obsession, a defining part of 
our character. 

Yes, the project will be ex-
pensive. And yes the township 
has other capital needs. But few 
things are as quintessentially 
Canadian as ice sports, particu-
larly hockey. In the same vein, 
arenas tend to be focal points 
in small communities across 
the country. What would a town 
be without an arena? 

That’s not a question Welles-
ley wants to ask, as councillors 
this week voted to allocate up 
to $150,000 to prepare design 

and construction drawings for 
a new arena, the money drawn 
from the gas-tax revenue the 
township receives from Ottawa.

Having the plans in place 
will help Wellesley as it looks to 
the federal and provincial gov-
ernments for funding for the 
project – such monies are es-
sential, as there will be no new 
arena otherwise, at least not in 
any workable timeframe. The 
township has, in fact, heard 
there will be an opportunity to 
apply for funding for recreation 
facilities this fall, with fund-
ing from Ottawa and Queen’s 
Park to cover two-thirds of the 
cost of a new arena. Since such 
funds are more often award-
ed to so-called shovel-ready 
projects – those with planning 
and engineering already done – 
Wellesley’s prep work is a good 
investment.

The township is probably 
well advised to look to the com-
munity for financial support, 
as well, with service clubs and 
the user groups themselves as 
the likeliest candidates for aid. 
Developing concrete plans for a 
new facility would undoubtedly 
spark the public’s imagination. 
Community members, individ-
ual residents and businesspeo-
ple alike should be counted on 
to help the cause.

Council’s job is to provide 
the leadership – and the initial 
seed money. Councillors will 
also have to bring pressure to 
bear on the upper levels of gov-
ernment to contribute infra-
structure funds to this project, 
along with the other capital 
developments the township has 
on the books, including a mul-
titude of road, bridge and sewer 
projects.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

I ran has “begun its 
march ... towards nu-
clear weaponry,” said 

Israel’s energy minister 
Yuval Steinitz, and that is 
technically correct. Only 
one year and sixty days 
after President Donald 
Trump ripped up the treaty 
that guaranteed Iran won’t 
make nuclear weapons and 
peed on the pieces*, Iran 
has taken a tiny step to-
wards reviving its nuclear 
program. 

Just a baby step: on Mon-
day Tehran announced 
that it would start enrich-
ing uranium fuel to more 
than 3.67 per cent, the 
limit set by the treaty that 
it signed in 2015. Until last 
week it was fully obeying 
all the terms of the treaty, 
as France, Germany, the 
United Kingdom, Russia 

Iran and Trump 
dysfunctional

and China, the other sig-
natories to the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA), all confirmed.

The fuel Iran is making 
now will be used in its 
reactor at Bushehr, which 
requires fuel enriched to 
just below five per cent, so 
this is not a very big breach 
of the treaty. Indeed, Iran 
says it is not a breach at 
all, quoting the part of the 
JCPOA that says a party 
can “cease performing its 
commitments … in whole 

Municipal officials don't usually need reminding that not all infrastructure is created equal.

“While there’s plenty of blame to go around – 
Parks Canada, National Capital Commission, city 
council – the primary blame for this assault on the 
Chateau Laurier belongs with its owner, Larco. 
It’s still vandalism if you do it to your own house.” 

Father Raymond J. de Souza, editor-in-chief of 
Convivium, takes all involved to task over the ugly 
addition planned for Ottawa’s historic Chateau 
Laurier. 

Between April 1 to June 30, a record number of 
organ transplants saved the lives of 388 Ontarians. 
During the same reporting period, a record 106 
deceased organ donors generously gave the gift 
of life to someone in the end stages of a terminal 
disease, and an additional 553 tissue donors 
gave the gift of eyes, skin, bone and heart valves. 

Trillium Gift of Life Network

SEE DYER | 15

GWYNNE DYER 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Coastal areas facing issues beyond the recent earthquakes

L ong before we got stories of 
hurricanes, flooding, forest 
fires and other weather 

hazards associated with climate 
change, earthquakes were the 
natural disaster most often 
linked to the West Coast, particu-
larly California.

Now experiencing the types of 
climate-change woes predicted 
decades ago, California was last 
week hit with the largest earth-
quakes its seen in decades. In 
the midst of the July 4 festivities, 
southeastern California experi-
enced a 6.4-magnitude quake, 
and was rocked by a 7.1-magni-
tude follow-up the next day. 

The seismic activity gave rise 
to renewed talk of the “big one” 
that might someday hit the area, 
a recognition of fault lines that 
run up on the coast into British 
Columbia. It’s a threat that just 
adds to the risk of coastal living 
these days.

And it’s a risk faced by many: 
more than half of those living 
in the U.S., for instance, live in 
coastal areas. The draw is obvi-
ous given the natural beauty and 
the opportunities living near wa-
ter bring. But such areas are also 
prone to many natural hazards 
such as erosion, harmful algal 
blooms, big storms, flooding, 
tsunamis, and sea level rise.

Globally, more than a billion 
people – most of them in Asia – 
live in low-lying coastal regions. 
In the foreseeable future, some of 
these areas could be inundated 
by rising sea levels. The inhabi-
tants will be forced to find ways 
of coping with the water or to 
abandon some areas altogether. 

Climate change is placing 
increasing pressure on coastal 
regions which are already se-
riously affected by intensive 
human activity. This raises the 
question of whether – or to what 
extent – these areas will retain 
their residential and economic 
value in the decades and cen-
turies to come, or whether they 
may instead pose a threat to the 

human race.
While scientists continue to 

study climate change and its 
impact, we still don’t know what 
will happen to coastal ecosys-
tems over time. 

We do know, however, that the 
climate is changing. Whether 
or not you believe humans have 
anything to do with it – scientific 
evidence says we do, skeptics 
cling to conspiracy theories – 
there’s no denying the changes 
in progress. Nor is there any 
denying the costs, which will be 
paid in death, misery and dol-
lars. Lots and lots of dollars.

Much of the coming pain will 
be borne by coastal areas and 
already fragile ecosystems where 
shifts in weather patterns will 
have the largest impacts. But 
even here, removed from rising 
oceans, intensifying hurricanes 

and desertification, we’re going 
to pay the price.

Using computer modeling to 
predict changes through to the 
end of the century, researchers 
are trying to gauge the impact 
if we moved to mitigate climate 
change to varying degrees, but 
many scenarios assume we won’t 
act quickly enough, if at all, to 
alter the course we’re on. More 
extreme weather is on the way, 
bringing more natural disasters 
and a whole lot of extra costs.

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

Just one example can be found 
out on coastal British Columbia. 
In low-lying Richmond, flood-
ing has always been an issue. 
Keeping tidal waters at bay has 
already cost millions. Now, with 
already rising sea levels and in-
creasing odds for a 100-year sea 
rise event, the costs are on the 
rise. Property owners are already 
assessed a fee to pay for dike 
upgrades and improvements to 
drainage systems.

More costly still, the commu-
nity is building upwards, with 
the living areas of all new homes 
mandated to be above predicted 
high water marks.

The same scenario is playing 
out in communities all along the 
heavily populated coast. Many are 
already exploring abandonment 
scenarios, whereby homeowners 
move out and let the sea take 

over – with governments expected 
to buy out the properties, even 
though owners knew the risk 
when purchasing. Such “managed 
retreat” plans will add to the costs, 
though it would be cheaper than 
trying to keep the water out.

Perhaps even more problemat-
ic is the impact rising sea levels 
will have on some municipal wa-
ter systems, essentially turning 
fresh groundwater into a brack-
ish mixture. 

Other parts of the globe now 
face the same issues, though 
with greater impacts and costs.

Here in Waterloo Region, 
rising sea levels aren’t a direct 
problem. Hurricanes and ty-
phoons aren’t a consideration. 
With a lack of mountains, av-
alanches and mudslides don’t 
factor in. (Those issues will have 
an indirect effect on our wallets, 
however, especially where food 
availability and prices go.)

What we will face, however, is 
storm damage – tornadoes are a 
natural disaster we do see – shifts 
in farming practices, and more 
invasive species and diseases.  
We’re already paying the price 
in terms of weather-related in-
cidents, both through our taxes 
(flooding, snow clearing, for in-
stance) and through private chan-
nels such as insurance claims, 
where severe weather is now cost-
ing about $1 billion a year.

Severe weather is on the rise 
across Canada. Events that used 
to happen every 40 years can 
now be expected to happen every 
six. Homes are damaged more 
frequently by heavy rainfall, hail 
damage, storm surges, tornadoes 
and hurricanes. Once-in-a-cen-
tury flooding events will likely 
reoccur much sooner. The same 
with disasters elsewhere. There’s 
no denying the devastation, and 
the huge economic impact. 

We may not face the prospect 
of sliding away from the rest of 
the continent, but we’ll be pay-
ing a physical and a monetary 
price nonetheless.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

 ■ Federal Trans 
Mountain project 
just doesn’t make 
sense

To the Editor,
The federal Liberals’ ap-

proval of the Trans Moun-
tain pipeline is unwise 
economically and environ-
mentally.

Mr. Trudeau has put 
Canadian taxpayers on the 
hook to pay $10 billion for 
the construction of this 
pipeline. Besides the $4.5 
billion we’ve already paid 
for the existing pipeline, 
Canadians will pay another 
$10 billion without any 
help from Alberta or the oil 
companies.

If the Trans Mountain 
expansion project (TMX) 

 ■ Elmira needs 
more housing 
options, not 
NIMBY-ism

To the Editor,
It was very disappointing 

to read both articles in the 
Observer dated June 27 
regarding proposed condos 
and apartments in Elmira. 

It’s no secret to any resi-
dent of Elmira that there’s 
a demand for housing, 
whether it be apartments, 
condos or lower-priced 
houses. Being a former res-
ident of Elmira for 37 years, 
nobody knows better than 
I how big this need is. We 
now reside in Kitchener due 
to lack of available housing 
when my husband sold his 
home back in March of 2017. 

LOCAL VIEWPOINT

We hear people frequent-
ly saying how much we 
need affordable and acces-
sible housing for our aging 
population, but as soon as 
a proposal is made the re-
action seems to be “not in 
my back yard.” 

Regarding the concerns 
about noise and parking, 
perhaps in the plans for 
Ernst Street and Church 
Street there could be spe-
cial plans made to have 
underground parking so 
that all outside spots in the 
parking lot can be for visi-
tor and handicap parking, 
thus making parking on 
the street less of a problem. 

Perhaps instead of us-
ing this location for an 
apartment building, the 
property across from Gale 
Presbyterian Church could 
be used. We certainly don’t 
need to have another pro-

posed strip mall in that 
area. The current sign on 
that property states that’s 
what’s going in there. It 
also says “coming soon” 
and I believe that sign has 
been there for a couple of 
years already. How about 
the vacant property at 
Union and First streets? It’s 
a quiet area of town with, I 
think, low traffic and noise. 

If traffic’s still of concern, 
perhaps install traffic lights 
at both intersections (Church 
and Snyder, as well as Barn-
swallow and Church). 

I’m happy to hear of 
these proposals and I hope 
that they can be followed 
through on. You’re certain-
ly not going to please ev-
erybody all of the time, but 
this is definitely a step in 
the right direction regard-
ing housing in Elmira.

Jocelyn Schaefer, Kitchener

is such a great economic 
venture, why didn’t Al-
berta oil unite to buy the 
existing, unused pipeline 
from Kinder Morgan for $2 
billion (its real value) then 
expand the Trans Moun-
tain project in partnership 
with the federal govern-
ment? 

Instead, the wealthy oil 
companies suckered Mr. 
Trudeau into buying and 
expanding the TMX with 
taxpayer money in order 
to ship millions of extra 
barrels of tar sands oil to 
oil-thirsty Asia and reap 
billions of dollars in reve-
nue. The only revenue Can-
ada will receive directly in 
the next 20 years will be 
a few billion from Alberta 
oil companies from leasing 
fees to use the expanded 
pipeline, probably only 
enough to pay off the $14.5 

billion taxpayers had to 
pay for the whole project 
upfront. 

For our generosity, 
we also get an extra 15 
megatonnes of carbon 
emissions spewed over 
our landscape as Alberta 
revs up their tar sands to 
produce another 580,000 
barrels to export through 
the TMP annually. Weren’t 
we supposed to reduce our 
carbon footprint by 100 
megatonnes of emissions, 
according to our Paris cli-
mate commitment? 

Those extra 15 mega-
tonnes of carbon emissions 
will be the equivalent of 
adding another three mil-
lion carbon-polluting auto-
mobiles each year. This is 
madness.

Peter Grainger, Waterloo
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and work lives, there can be 
many unknowns, especially 
when it comes to concerns 
about our children and 
their safety. That’s why, 
at the end of the day, I ask 
myself, “Are we doing ev-
erything we reasonably can 
to keep our children safe?” 
I survived a childhood farm 
injury, and that experience 
gives me perspective be-
cause I never want my chil-

1.800.265.6126  |

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

As a part of a multi-generational farm, the Kemerys grow grain in western Saskatchewan. Photo courtesy of Bailey Kemery. 

Building a Safe and Strong Farm for my family 
By Bailey Kemery for the 
Canadian Agricultural 
Safety Association

Whether in a city, town or 
on a farm, raising a family 
is a challenge no matter 
where you call home.

When raising a family on 
a farm, the experience isn’t 
just challenging; it is also 
incredibly rewarding. But 
what makes raising kids 
on a farm so rewarding is 
also what makes it the most 
challenging. That’s because 
raising children on a farm 
means they grow up where 
we work.

My husband and I are 
raising our family on a 
grain farm in western 
Saskatchewan. Our farm 
is located in the heart of a 
small farming community 
that is thriving because of 
the passion of our neigh-
bours and friends. Our 
community works together 
to keep our local commu-
nity centre flourishing, we 
fundraise for and support 
programs like the children’s 
playschool, and we never 
hesitate to help each other 
through tough times. We 
are thriving because we 
work together, building 
each other up and, in turn, 
our community.

Raising our children on 
the farm in this communi-
ty has many advantages. 
Our children will learn 

THE FAMILY FARM

KEMERY | 10

what it feels like to be part 
of something bigger than 
themselves, and they will 
know the value of hard 
work and that nothing 
comes free. They will learn 
that dedication to some-
thing will always yield a 
return, even if that return is 
merely the respect of their 
family and peers. They’ll 
know where our food 
comes from, as well as how 

to respect and care for the 
animals and land entrusted 
to us. They’ll understand 
challenges and victories. 
They’ll cherish their her-
itage, including their pio-
neering grandparents and 
great-grandparents. I want 
my children to realize that 
every choice they make will 
affect everyone else around 
them.

When we mix our home 

The Co-operators is the leading Canadian-owned multi-product insurance company.

Allen Morrison
Allen Morrison Insurance Inc.

25 Industrial Drive
Elmira, Ontario

allen_morrison@cooperators.ca
(519) 669-2632

www.cooperators.ca

From insurance plans made especially 
for farmers to Farm Succession Plans 
to keep your family on the farm, choose 
The Co-operators.

Discover the many reasons to choose 
The Co-operators as your farm insurer.

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel

dren to feel or experience 
what I did. So, how do we 
do better? I don’t have all 
the answers, but I do know 
that I cannot fail my chil-
dren by being complacent 
and blinded by frustration. 

I know our strength lies 
in our family. Our family is 
the reason my husband and 
I come home at night, and 
why we strive to be and do 
better.  We are constantly 

communicating about 
where we are, what we 
are doing, and where the 
kids are. My children are 
the reason I wear proper 
footwear, why I wear my 
seatbelt, and why I try to be 
a good example.  After all, 
children mimic what they 
see, and it’s my job to make 
sure they know about the 
importance of being safe on 
the farm. 

There are days when I 
worry that I won’t be able 
to protect my children 
forever. However, I hope 
that I can give them the 
courage to ask for help, to 
ask questions, and to make 
good choices.  I want them 
to know that my husband 
and I will always support 
and encourage them. I 
want them to understand 
that when they come to us 
when something breaks or 
they see something unsafe 
that we will help and guide 
them. Above all, I want 
them to know that risking 
their safety is never worth 
hurt pride or hurt feelings. 

Building a Safe and 
Strong Farm means more to 
me than just making sure 
we’re using the proper Per-
sonal Protective Equipment 
or running the auto-steer 
correctly. Safety includes 
all of these practical things, 
but it’s more than that – 
safety is also an attitude 
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during orientation.
Always assess the con-

ditions and potential haz-
ards that you’ll be work-
ing in and select the right 
type of footwear for the 
job. Wearing the proper 
footwear will help ensure 
your safety, which means 
less risk of injury and 
more productive work.

This safety advice arti-
cle is a part of Canadian 
Agricultural Safety Week, 
an annual campaign held 
the third week of March 
of each year. In 2019, the 
theme was Safe & Strong 

Farms: Build 
an AgSafe 

Canada. 
CASW is 

present-
ed by 
Farm 
Credit 
Can-
ada. 
For 
more 

infor-
mation 

visit ag-
safetyweek.ca

By Robert Gobeil  for the 
Canadian Agricultural 
Safety Association

We all wear footwear, but 
how many of us wear the 
right type for different 
tasks? 

On the farm, there are 
many everyday tasks that 
could result in injuries to 
feet or ankles if the prop-
er footwear is not used. 
Footwear is a key aspect 
of injury prevention, 
which is why it’s import-
ant to wear the right type 
to ensure your safety. 
Make sure you’re using 
footwear that meets spe-
cific safety standards by 
always selecting CSA-ap-
proved footwear, which 
can be identified by a 
green triangle (usually 
found on the right foot).

When it comes to tasks 
that involve heavy lift-
ing, safety footwear with 
a steel or composite toe 
should be worn any time 
there’s a chance of your 
foot being struck by or 
pinched between objects. 
And in situations where 
your foot could be injured 
by an object falling on top 
of it, use safety footwear 
with metatarsal guards on 
the tongue.

For jobs that involve 
electrical work, select 

Proper footwear selection an important part of a safe farm
footwear that has an elec-
trical insulator (dielec-
tric), which will provide 
resistance against electric 
shock. To identify this 
type of footwear, look for 
an orange Greek letter 
omega symbol (which re-
sembles an upside-down 
horseshoe).

There’s no question 
that producers work in all 
kinds of different condi-
tions. When working in 
wet or muddy conditions, 
rubber boots are an ob-
vious choice for keeping 
feet dry. It’s a good idea 
to clean any mud and 
debris from your boots 
at the end of the day in 
order to maintain grip 
and avoid tracking de-
bris. You can also prevent 
slips and falls on wet, 
oily, snow-covered, or 
icy surfaces by wearing 
footwear with an anti-slip 
outsole to maintain max-
imum traction. Keep in 
mind that while overshoe 
attachments (like cleats 
or crampons) might be 
useful for icy conditions, 
they can be hazardous 
to wear on dry, hard sur-
faces.

When working on 
uneven surfaces, select 
footwear with a tall upper 
and laces all the way to 
the top of the boot, which 

will help to support your 
ankle and prevent injury 
from rolling it.

If you have torn or 
damaged footwear 
that you 
think 
you 
could 
get a 
cou-
ple of 
extra 
months 
out 
of, you 
might 
want 
to think 
again. 
Leaky 
rubber 
boots 
don’t 
just lead 
to cold, 
wet feet; 
they 
could 
poten-
tially 
expose 
you to 
chem-
icals and 
other hazard-
ous substances. Rather 
than take any chances, 
replace damaged foot-
wear as soon as possible.

Because footwear is 
such an important part 

of injury prevention on 
the farm, these require-
ments should be listed 
as mandatory personal 

protective equipment in 
the safe work procedures 
part of your safety man-
agement system. Don’t 
forget to discuss the foot-
wear requirements for 

specific jobs 
with workers 

519-638-3008
1-800-263-9818

Drayton
Elora

Listowel
Clifford

Hatchery
Ltd.

80 Northside Drive
St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0

www.freyshatchery.com

“Quality Chicks in Brown Egg Breeds”

Tel. 519-664-2291             Fax 519-664-3491

BLOOMINGDALE
FARMS LTD.
Custom Farming
ROB BAUMAN
Cell 519-242-7902
STEW MARTIN
Cell 519-502-8746

519-570-9160 | RR#1 BRESLAU

“ Q u a l i t y  F a r m  E q u i p m e n t ”
Since  1969

3950 Steffler Rd. Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z3
Phone: 519-664-2752 Fax: 519-664-3695

Email: sales@mkmartin.ca

FORAGE KING

Footwear is a key aspect of 
injury prevention, which is 
why it’s important to wear 
the right type to ensure your 
safety. [SUBMITTED]

LOOK UP

LOOK OUT

Remember to keep equipment at 
least 3 metres away from powerlines.

AND LOCATE THE POWERLINES

265 Katherine St. S.
1km south of Winterbourne

www.cribit.com • 519-664-3701
Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440

www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

1-800-265-8858

519-669-5143

www.wfs.ca
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 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

63 Union St., Elmira 
www.rytechmachine.ca

18 Arthur St. N. | 519-669-2561  

 
Day-old chicks • Started pullets
Broilers • Ready-to-lay 
Ducks • Turkeys 

Think Safe

Stay Safe

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

ELMIRA, ON

(519) 669-2256 | (519) 577-9411

Mount Forest Tel: 519-323-1880 

-A complete line of 
quality feeds for Dairy, 

Beef, Swine, Poultry and 
Horses.

-Animal health products
-Custom nutritional 

programs

Tavistock Tel: 519-655-3777

Toll Free: 1-800-265-2203

-Grain Banking
-Organic Feed

855 Arthur Street South, Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2 

PLASTIC | STEEL
FIBER | WOODEN

519-664-2958

63 Union St., Elmira | 519-669-1842

ELECTRIC MOTORS | GENERATORS | AUTOMATION CONTROL
ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE

Mar-Dale 
Transport (1985) Ltd.

669-3392

Floradale, ON

Order Buying of Stockers

Livestock Trucking

150 Church St. W | Elmira | Phone: 519-669-5672

PROVIDING EMERGENCY AND 
PREVENTATIVE HEALTH CARE FOR:

ELDALE VETERINARY CLINIC

Your Pets

ELDALE VETERINARY SERVICES

Your Horses &
Farm Livestock

Licensed Grain Elevator
Crop Inputs and Services
Pioneer Brand Products

R.R.#1 Waterloo    519-744-4941

and a frame of mind. 
A Safe and Strong Farm 

means that my family eats 
supper together because 
we’ve made it home safe. 
A Safe and Strong Farm 
means wildly imaginative 
games played in the living 
room. A Safe and Strong 
Farm means my children 
can lace up their skates. 
A Safe and Strong Farm 

means my children will 
never feel chronic pain and 
experience a facial disfig-
urement or struggle with 
a disability as I did. A Safe 
and Strong Farm means the 
continuation and survival 
of our family farm. A Safe 
and Strong Farm is some-
thing that my family and I 
choose to build – for our-
selves, our community, and 
our future. 

 � KEMERY: Building for the future
FROM 08

Let's build a bridge for 
mental health together

By Gerry Friesen for the 
Canadian Agricultural 
Safety Association

How often have you heard 
the term “get over it”? 

I know I’ve used it occa-
sionally, and I suspect that, 
in few of those instances, 
I’ve used the term inappro-
priately. 

There are certainly times 
I need to be reminded to 
get over it. Like when I lose 
patience with the flow of 
traffic, or my food order 
takes a while to arrive, or it 
rains when I’d like to golf. 
However, if the phrase is 
used at times when people 
are dealing with over-
whelming stress or mental 
health issues, it can be 
hurtful and counterpro-
ductive. 

Recently, one of my kids 
said “get over it” to one 
of their siblings. Then, in 
the background, I heard 
someone else say, “build a 
bridge.” Excuse me, build a 
bridge? “When you’re told 
to ‘get over it’ what do you 
need? You need a bridge,” 
the individual explained.

That got me thinking. 
Instead of muddling our 
way through, fighting ev-
erything we’re trying to 
avoid, we need to build a 
bridge. Like a bridge that 
crosses a river, but, in this 
case, the river is a personal 
crisis. 

Picture a river with a 
swift and turbulent cur-
rent. As you start to cross 
the river, the water gets 
deeper and colder. Mud is 
sucking at your feet. The 
flow is throwing you off 
balance while rocks are 
digging into your heels. 
Then, when the water 
gets too deep for walking, 
you start swimming. The 
current takes you down-
stream, and you end up in 
places you did not want 
to go. 

In a worst-case scenario, 
those unexpected places 
could lead you to drown.

The crux of the matter 
is that people who are 
experiencing debilitating 
stress or mental health is-
sues often feel like they’re 
alone. I know first-hand 

that people dealing with 
mental pain wish they 
weren’t. They want to ex-
perience all that life has to 
offer. They want to have 
meaningful contributions 
to their local community. 
They view this river as 
being between themselves 
and the rest of the world. 
So imagine the possibili-
ties if a bridge were built to 
help them “get over” that 
river.

With a bridge in place, 
it becomes possible to cir-
cumvent potentially harm-
ful situations. That means 
being able to stay dry, on 
course, and safe while ob-
serving the river from afar. 

There’s another side 
to this. Many often find 
it difficult to respond to 
those who are hurting. 
Perhaps it’s because of the 
feeling that responding 
means taking responsi-
bility for the problems of 
others. Maybe it’s about 
being unsure of what to 
say. But, for those who 
work to build a bridge, it 
provides a way for people 
to help them with cross-
ing the river. 

There’s no question that 
building a bridge takes 
time and effort. But if the 
construction starts on 
both sides, it becomes an 
easier, more fulfilling task. 

What’s more, once that 
bridge is built, it can be 
used time and time again.

As mental health aware-
ness increases, more peo-
ple are talking about it and 
reaching out for help. That 
heightened awareness 
has also helped produce a 
higher level of comfort for 
others to help those indi-
viduals who are hurting. 
The challenge is to become 
more proactive in build-
ing bridges, regardless of 
which side of the river you 
find yourself. 

The best part is no one 
needs to build a bridge on 
their own. Find your sup-
ports. Your friends, family, 
and neighbours are all 
prepared to be on the “con-
struction” crew. 

So let’s build more 
bridges and “get over it” 
together. 519-669-3388 • 1-877-711-9677

R.R.#1 West Montrose | www.grandridge.ca

Local & Long Distance 
Flatbeds  •  53’ Stepdecks
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: www.observerxtra.com/score

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

Corey Way’s five RBIs helped power the Elmira Expos 
to a 14-4 victory over the St. Pauls Generals in South 
Perth Men’s Fastball League action on July 4. The 
team plays host to the Ponsonby Sting on July 18 
before heading down the road to Shakespeare for a 
July 21 match against the Falcons.

Some $800,000 is being distributed this year under 
the Para Sport Jumpstart Fund, which aims to remove 
barriers to sport and recreation for children and 
youth with disabilities, offering grants to community 
and sport organizations that provide accessible op-
portunities for play. Funding can go towards various 
elements of enhancing their para sport offerings, such 
as equipment, staffing, recruitment, and additional 
programming, notes the Canadian Paralympic Com-
mittee and Canadian Tire Jumpstart Charities.

EXPO SLUGFEST EVERYONE PLAYS
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WE TREAT FEET!
Is your summer footwear

causing you foot pain? 

A combination of hands on physiotherapy, exercises, taping and even 
orthotics from our friends at Kimberley Rau and Associates can help you!

Come to the professionals that know how to TREAT your FEET!

Don’t let sore feet rain 
down on your summer!

Call SOS Physiotherapy 
TODAY!

The pole bending competition was one of the fast-paced activities that entertained the large crowd out last Friday eve-
ning for the Woolwich Ultimate Rodeo. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Large crowd rides into Breslau's Calhoun Stables to take in the spectacle

Rodeo thrills abound!
BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Summery weather and 
the prospect of plenty of 
thrills, chills and spills 
drew a huge crowd to last 
week’s Woolwich Ultimate 
Rodeo.

Breslau’s  Calhoun Sta-
bles was the scene July 
5 of the first stop on the 
Case IH Ultimate Rodeo 
Tour. The stands were 
packed entirely as audi-
ence members riders take 
part in activities such as 
bareback riding, saddle 
bronc riding, barrel rac-
ing, bull riding and pole 
bending. Up for grabs was 
some $20,000 in prize 
money.

“There really is some-
thing for everybody there, 
depending on what tickles 
your fancy,” said organiz-
er Ross Millar. “We were 
thrilled with the crowd.”

Joe Courville of Indi-
ana, riding Sister Sue, 
topped the bareback 
division at 78 seconds. 
For this achievement, he 
scored $1,485 for his ef-
forts. 

“It’s amazing how much 
these guys travel – the 
guy, he drove in that 
night, and he took off that 
night because the next 
day he was in Kentucky 
competing somewhere,” 
said Millar of Courville.

The ladies barrel racing 
division was won by Barb 
Millar of Orangeville, who 
took home $1,024.65. She 
finished with a time of 
16.02, narrowly beating 
out the second-place com-
petitor Syndel Peterson, 
by 0.12 seconds. RODEO | 12

ALL SADDLED UP

I f there is one phrase 
that is overused by 
those of us who enjoy 

the outdoors it is, “You 
know, it’s just good to be 
outside.”

It is a small detail, yet 
I believe this is predomi-
nantly why non-outdoorsy 
types think we are crazy. 
That’s because sometimes 
it’s difficult to believe that 
we mean it.

I have heard outdoors-
men and women use this 
phrase in frostbite-induc-
ing bitter cold, while in a 
canoe fighting whitecaps 
and gale force winds, on 
days when you could have 
fried an egg on your fore-
head and in times when 
you couldn’t see the person 
next to you because of 
the swarms of black flies 
and mosquitoes. I’ve even 
heard people say it after 
inspecting the mess bears 
or raccoons made of their 
campsites, while lightning 
strikes were touching down 
all around and after kick-
ing over a ground hornet’s 
nest. And, that makes 
sense, but they also use 
the phrase when things get 
miserable.

For example, I once 
heard someone say “You 
know, it’s just good to 
be outside” on the drive 
home. This would not have 
been so bad had he not 
been the only person who 
got skunked on a three-day 
fishing trip.

The point I am making 
is this is a phrase that, like 
just about anything an out-
doorsman says, might not 
stand up under even the 
mildest of scrutiny.

It’s just good 
to be outside, 
or so they say

Yes, it very often is just 
good to be outside and 
there are certain times 
when it makes sense to say 
so – for instance, right after 
chili night at hunt camp. 

But there are also times 
when it’s far better to be 
inside. For instance, when 
the grass needs mowing or 
the driveway needs shovel-
ing. That’s why no one has 
ever muttered the words 
“You know, it’s just good 
to be outside” while doing 
either of those things.

Also, if aliens were 
attacking the world and 
vaporizing anything that 
scurried across the land-
scape, it would probably 
be disingenuous to say 
“You know, it’s just good 
to be outside.” Even so, I’m 
sure there would be some 
outdoorsy type saying it 
as they were dodging laser 
beams. That’s how in-
grained it is in us.

That’s because you need 
something to rationalize 
your reason for walking 
away from the unnatural 
comforts of the couch, 
fridge, computer or TV – 
because, logically speaking, 
humans were designed to 
eat and conserve energy and 
those things are the ultimate 
in achieving this goal.

On the other hand, when 
you are outdoors you are 

GALEA | 12

“She’s last year’s cham-
pion,” said Millar. “She 
was on a grey horse by the 
name of Smoke.”

Gideon Stutzman of 
Owen Sound won the nov-
ice bucking horse division 
atop a horse named Don 
Puablo, ending up $97.20 
richer for his efforts. 

“The novice bucking 
is the young kids getting 
started, which is fun. We 
enjoy it because they all 
went to the school and 

they’re all in their first 
summer,” said Millar. 

Cierra Boniface took 
first-place for the pole 
bending competition with 
a time of 21.05, netting 
$729.68 in the process. 

“She won the pole bend-
ing, and you can see in 
the pole bending there’s a 
time of 21.0, 21.4, 21.5, 21.5, 
21.8; it was awfully close,” 
said Millar.

Peter Hallman of New 
Hamburg won the saddle 

bronc competition with 
his horse, Blue Snowball. 
The veteran of more than 
20 years on the rodeo 
circuit gained $849.42 for 
doing so.

“He’s been the RAM 
Rodeo champion and also 
the Ontario Rodeo cham-
pion,” said Millar.

Tory Fry won two sepa-
rate divisions: youth bar-
rel racing with a time of 
16.32, netting $165.60, and 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN



12  | LOCAL SPORTS THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2019

Promo Code
NSP-SCPN-WOOB

Canada

 Belmore, Mill Bank, Milverton 
Special Clinic Days Available 
Call Jory at 1-855-780-9257

 Cambridge Hespeler 
1 Hespeler Road 

Call Jennifer at 1-855-776-1982

 Cambridge St. Andrews 
190 St. Andrews Street 

Call Ralinda at 1-855-776-8647

 Fergus 
100 McQueen Boulevard 

Call Isabella at 1-855-777-8720

 Guelph 
2-690 Woolwich Street 

Call Rachel at 1-855-778-1822

 Kitchener 
558 Belmont Avenue West 

Call Rachel at 1-855-778-2661

 Kitchener – Fairway 
500 Fairway Road South 

Call Nicole at 1-855-779-7753

 Listowel 
1195 Wallace Avenue North 

Call Dawn at 1-855-780-9257

 Mitchell 
Special Clinic Days Available 
Call Barb at 1-855-781-1140

 Stratford 
295 Huron Street 

Call Barb at 1-855-781-1140

 Waterloo 
304-99 Northfield Drive East 
Call Nicole at 1-855-781-1145

[1] Please allow up to 45 days for the reward miles to appear in your collector account. ®†™†Trademark of AIR MILES 
International Trading B.V. Used under license by LoyaltyOne Inc. and HearingLife Canada Ltd. No-cost Hearing 
tests are provided to adults ages 19 and older. A fee will apply for a copy of your audiogram. Child hearing tests 
are conducted at select locations for a fee, please contact us for more information.New customers only, limited 
to one-time use. Expires 07/31/19. [2] This limited-time offer applies to ADP and private sales of select models of 
hearing aids and is subject to change without notice. Some conditions may apply. Please see clinic for details. 
Expires 07/31/19. [3] Please see clinic for the full list of member discounts. Present membership card at time of 
purchase. Limit one use per customer per year. Expires 07/31/19. [4] This is a free service regardless of make, 
model, or where you bought your hearing aids. No purchase required. Limit one use per customer per year. Get a 
3 month supply of batteries when you join our battery club. No purchase required. See clinic for details. Expires 
07/31/19. One-time offer limited to one use per client.

SIZZLING
LIMITED TIME

COUPONS
Summer

HEAR FOR THE SUMMER!
The summer is a wonderful time to socialize with 
family and friends. But if you struggle to hear well, 
this time of year can leave you feeling overwhelmed 
and frustrated. That’s why we’re celebrating the 
summer with these limited-time coupons!

FREE HEARING TEST  
+ GET 25 AIR MILES® REWARD MILES1

10% off HEARING AIDS FOR TRUSTED 
PARTNER MEMBERS3

FREE CLEAN & CHECK + 3 MONTH  
SUPPLY OF BATTERIES4

$1000 off  
THE LATEST DIGITAL HEARING AIDS2

UP 
TO

Combine and redeem these coupons. Call to book your 
FREE hearing test or visit HearingLife.ca/Summer

TRUSTED PARTNER OF
TM

youth pole bending with a 
time of 21.52, which paid 
her $115.20.

“She had a good day,” 
added Millar of the young 
Peterborough-area rider.

Junior steer rider Tyler 
Bauer of Mono, Ontario, 
took the youth steer riding 
division and got a total of 
$216 for it. 

“He’s a wonderful young 
guy,” said Millar. “He has 
autism. I actually mention 
he’s autistic quite often 
during the show because 
our attitude is if there’s a 
mother out there with a 
child with autism, and she 
sees him doing really well, 
that might give her a little 
bit of encouragement too, 
right?”

Luiz Gustavo Azeve-
do of Brazil, along with 
Fry, topped the rescue 
race division. Both team 
members got $162 each for 
their efforts. 

Hannah Barraclough 
and Deirdre Smullen each 

took home $18 for winning 
the youth rescue race. 

Of all of the divisions, 
Millar noted he was par-
ticularly surprised by the 
results in the bull riding 
competition.

“In the bull riding, we 
never had one cowboy 
that covered any of those 
bulls for eight seconds. 
We were surprised by 
how well the bulls bucked 
because it was a warm 
night, right? We just kept 
them as cool as we could 
and just kept the water to 
them, so they weren’t de-
hydrated. But they bucked 
really well,” said Millar.

To receive a score in 
bull riding, participants 
must stay atop the bull 
for a minimum of eight 
seconds with one hand 
gripped on the bull rope 
tied behind the bull’s 
forelegs. Failing to reach 
that eight-second mark, 
or touching themselves or 
the bull with the free hand 
results in a no-score ride.

Anyone can participate 
in a rodeo by signing up 
at least 10 days in ad-
vance. For this particular 
division, competitors are 
encouraged to attend a 
bull riding school. There 
is a school called Build-
A-Cowboy Rodeo School 
based in Orangeville 
where those interested 
can learn such skills.

“The thing that attracts 
with the bull riding is 
obviously the extremism 
of it. I’m not sure they 
can all relate to what it’s 
actually like sitting on a 
bull, but I think they kind 
of get it looking at it,” said 
Millar.

The Ontario tour has 15 
stops this year, with the 
final taking place in the 
Newmarket RAM Rodeo 
Championships mid-Oc-
tober.

Proceeds from the event 
went to the Canadian Dia-
betes Association. For more 
information, visit www.ulti-
materodeotour.com.

 � RODEO: Venue packs 'em in for first stop of the tour
FROM 11

First meet goes swimmingly
A relatively new group, the Perth Piranhas are on the grow, 
inviting other teams to take part in Milverton event

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

The swim team is a recent 
addition to the recreation 
offerings in Perth East, 
but the response has been 
good enough that the 
township was able to hold 
its first-ever swim meet 
on Saturday in Milverton.

The Perth Piranhas 
swim team was started 
just four years ago by 
Perth East pool supervisor 
Sydney McCourt. At the 
time of its inception, it 
had just five swimmers. 
That number has gradual-
ly grown to 20 members, 
an achievement that in-
spired McCourt to take the 
plunge into hosting meets 
at the facility.

“I wanted to showcase 
the sport around the com-
munity. It’s a fantastic 
sport – all the kids that try 
it absolutely love it. They 
build great teamwork 
skills and sportsmanship 
skills, and their swimming 
improves greatly over the 
season very quickly,” said 

McCourt.
Swim teams from all 

across Wellington, Bruce 
and Perth counties came 
out to attend, including 
the Listowel Lightning, 
Atwood Athletics, Minto 
Minnows, Mildmay Blue-
fins, Mount Forest Mar-
lins, Gorrie Gators and 
the Piranhas. The groups 
met up at the Perth East 
Recreation Complex Pool 
(PERC) on Temperance 
Street in Milverton, just 
a 20-minute drive from 
Wellesley Township.

“It went really well, 
overall,” said McCourt. 
“I’m very proud of all my 
swimmers for how hard 
they swam over the week-
end, and I’m very grateful 
to everyone who volun-
teered.”

The meet aimed to raise 
awareness of this swim 
team and encourage new 
members to come out and 
try it for themselves. There 
was a barbecue and silent 
auction to raise money for 
the Perth East Piranhas 
swim team, to fund further 

 � GALEA: The inside scoop on the joys of being outside
FROM 11

typically burning energy, 
often because you are try-
ing to avoid being eaten by 
mosquitoes, bears, croco-
diles wolves and the like. 
So, logically, spending time 
outdoors makes no sense 
from an evolutionary per-
spective.

The thing that gets me 
most is that we never actu-

ally say it when things are 
really good. When we are 
catching fish, collecting 
game, swimming, hiking or 
generally having fun out-
side no one ever says, “You 
know, it’s just good to be 
outside.”

That’s because it is un-
derstood and there is no 
need to convince anyone 
otherwise. Even so, the 

phrase has persisted over 
eons and has been uttered 
by countless humans who 
have endured intolerable 
conditions in the outdoors.

And, interestingly, no 
one has ever said, “You 
know, it’s just good to be 
inside.” 

The reason is simple. Ev-
eryone knows it’s just good 
to be outside. 

meets and experiences for 
the swimmers.

The Piranhas practice 
three days a week, Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
They attend five annual 
meets throughout the 
year, including ones in the 
municipalities that came 
out to Saturday’s compe-
tition: Listowel, Atwood, 
Gorrie, Minto, Mount For-
est, and Mildmay. Those 
interested in joining are 
welcome to attend a prac-
tice for free.

“We’re getting to the 
point in our season where 
if they want to come out 
and try it they’ll have to 
do it soon just because 
we’re getting into the 
season. But I encourage 
everyone who loves swim-
ming to come out and try 
it; it’s a lot of fun.”

Anyone interested in 
joining the team can call 
the Perth East Recreation 
Complex pool at 519-595-
8297 or email pool@perth-
east.ca.
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* To qualify for Costco Member Preferred Pricing, you must be a Canadian resident holding a valid driver ’s license, have been a Costco member since July 2, 2019 or earlier and must: (1) Register with Costco to receive your non-transferable Authorization Number; (2) Present the Authorization Number to a participating dealer; 
(3) Retail purchase, finance or lease an eligible new or demonstrator in-stock 2019 GMC: Acadia, All-New Sierra 1500, Sierra 1500 Limited, Canyon, Terrain, Yukon and Yukon XL; delivered from July 3, 2019 to September 3, 2019. In addition, to receive a $500 Costco Cash Card by e-mail, submit a redemption form to Costco within 
thir ty (30) days of vehicle delivery and complete a Costco member satisfaction survey. Costco will validate your membership at the time of registration and survey completion to determine eligibility. Please allow three weeks for Costco Cash Card delivery, pending completion of all eligibility requirements; including redemption 
form submission, purchase verification and survey completion. Costco Cash Cards will be emailed to the email address provided to Costco at the time of registration. The purchase or lease of a vehicle does not qualify for the calculation of the Costco Executive Membership 2% reward. Offer may not be redeemed for cash. 
Conditions and limitations apply to this limited time offer. For full program details and for any applicable exclusions see a participating dealer or costcoauto.ca/GM. For Costco Cash Card terms and conditions, visit Costco.ca and search “Cash Card”. Tax, title, registration and license fees, personal property registration fees, and 
additional products and services are not included in the Preferred Pricing. Offer is valid at participating authorized GM Canada dealers. Offer not available in the U.S. and Mexico. Offer is subject to change without notice. Void where prohibited. Costco and its affiliates do not sell automobiles or negotiate individual transactions. 
®: Registered trademark of Price Costco International, Inc. used under license. ± Eligible 2019 GMC Terrain/Acadia/Next-Generation Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Elevation/Sierra HD Diesel. Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles financed and delivered between July 3 and July 31, 2019. Financing provided, 
on approved credit, by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Representative finance example based on a new 2019 Terrain models. Suggested retail price is $36,090/$52,720/$57,575/$90,045. $0/$0/$0/$0 down payment 
required. $34,890/$50,435/$54,925/$84,645 financed at 0%/0%/0%/0% finance rate (0%/0%/0%/0.4% APR) equals a monthly payment of $581/$700/$763/$543 for 60/72/72/72 months. The financed amount includes $450/$650/$2,650/$4,900 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive), $750/$1,000/$0/$500 finance 
cash (tax exclusive) and $0/$635/$0/$0 option package discount. Cost of borrowing is $0/$0/$0/$0 for a total obligation of $34,890/$50,435/$54,925/$84,645. Freight ($1,895/$1,895/$1,895/$1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100/$100/$100/$100) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and 
dealer fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Factory order may be required. Limited time financing offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. GM Canada may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for 
details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada.  TD Auto Finance is a registered trademark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. 1 Whichever comes first. Limit of four complimentary Lube-Oil-Filter services in total. Fluid top-offs, inspections, tire 
rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. Conditions and limitations apply. See the Warranty Booklet or your dealer for details. 2 Whichever comes first. Conditions and limitations apply. See your dealer for details. 3 Visit onstar.ca for vehicle availability, coverage maps, details and system limitations. 
Services and connectivity vary by model and conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. 4G LTE service available in select markets. Requires active connected vehicle services and a data plan to access the vehicle’s built-in Wi-Fi hotspot. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. Data plans 
provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Credit card is required for purchase.

COMPLIMENTARY 2-YEAR/ 
48,000 KM LUBE-OIL-FILTER 
MAINTENANCE ON 2019 MODELS1

5-YEAR / 100,000 KM POWERTRAIN 
COMPONENT WARRANTY COVERAGE 
ON 2019 MODELS2

GMC PRO GRADE 
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SCHEDULE A TEST DRIVE AT GMCOFFERS.CA

+ $500 COSTCO
CASH CARD*

ELIGIBLE COSTCO MEMBERS RECEIVE

PREFERRED
PRICING

CANYON SIERRA 1500
TERRAIN ACADIA YUKON

BLACK EDITION MODEL SHOWN CREW CAB SLE Z71 MODEL SHOWN

2019 TERRAIN

2019 NEXT-GENERATION SIERRA 1500
CREW CAB ELEVATION

FOR
UP 
TO

FOR
UP 
TO

FOR
UP 
TO

FOR
UP 
TO

MONTHS

MONTHS

MONTHS

MONTHS

APR±

FINANCING

FINANCING

FINANCING

FINANCING

0%

0%

0%

0%

72

60

72

72
(0.4 %)

$2,650 CREDIT
(EXCL. REG CAB MODELS)±

PLUS

BLACK EDITION MODEL SHOWN

2019 ACADIA ALL-WHEEL DRIVE 
SLT-1 BLACK EDITION WITH PRO GRADE PACKAGE

2019 SIERRA HD DIESEL

$2,285
TOTAL VALUE±

PLUS

$5,400
TOTAL VALUE

PLUS

$1,200
TOTAL VALUE±

PLUS

PLUS GET

PLUS GET

PLUS GET

(EXCLUDED 
FROM THE 
COSTCO OFFER)



OBSERVERXTRA .COM |  THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2019 | 14

Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: observerxtra.com/enterprise

The trend in housing starts was 205,838 units in June 
2019, compared to 200,530 units in May 2019, accord-
ing to Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation. 
Total housing starts in Kitchener-Cambridge-Waterloo 
trended up in June. The increase came from higher 
starts of multi-unit homes (semi-detached, rows and 
apartments), as single-detached starts went in the 
opposite direction. The drop in single-detached starts 
can be linked back to low pre-construction sales in the 
second half of 2018. 

The number of people employed grew in 28 of 33 Ca-
nadian Census Metropolitan Areas (CMAs) last month, 
with gains ranging from 0.4% in Montréal, Quebec, to 
17% in Brantford. Employment was up 2.3% in Canada 
year-over-year. Most of Canada’s metropolitan labour 
markets added jobs at a faster rate.

HOUSING MARKET JOB NUMBERS UP

Up to date news – and back issues.  

Take us with you wherever you go.

GET IT IN THEYour paper. Online.

observerxtra.com

PUT TRAINING IN ACTION

The International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 804 in Breslau was the scene July 4 of the federal government's announcement it will provide $5.5 million for training.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Breslau-based IBEW union local receives $5.5 million for its apprenticeship and innovation programs

Feds provide training funds for new recruits
BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Apprenticeship and train-
ing programs run by the 
Breslau-based local of the 
electrical workers’ union 
got a $5.5-million boost last 
week courtesy of the feder-
al government.

The International Broth-
erhood of Electrical Work-
ers (IBEW) Local Union 
804 will use the funds for 
its pre-apprentice training 
and retention innovative 
learning program. The or-
ganization expects to train 
240 electrical apprentices 
over the next five years.

The federal program 
looks to help unions across 
Canada improve the qual-
ity of training through 
investments for equipment 
and materials, and support 
innovation and enhanced 
partnerships to boost  ap-
prenticeship opportunities. 

The goal is to make train-
ing more accessible to al-
low more people to get into 
the trades.

“Participants will benefit 
from 10 weeks of classroom 
training, which includes 
learning hands-on prac-
tical skills and critical life 
safety precautions,” ex-
plained Local 804 business 
manager Mark Watson.

“The 10-week classroom 
training will be followed 
by 16 weeks of on-the-job 
training with a reputable 
contractor, before being 
registered as an apprentice, 
and ultimately becoming a 
licensed electrician.”

The investment has 
allowed the IBEW 804 to 
partner with Desire2Learn 
(D2L), a Kitchener-based 
software company, to 
create an accessible and 
interactive online learning 
platform to include in the 
program. 

The program is aimed at 
those with no prior training 
experience to give them a 
solid footing on the road to 
a career in the trade.

“We recognize that cost 
can be a barrier for many 
of the underrepresented 
groups and therefore this 
program will be free to all 
successful applicants,” said 
Watson.

The IBEW was founded 
more than a century ago, 
with the local chapter 
formed in 1942. IBEW 804 
represents some 1,100 
electricians and apprentic-
es from Waterloo Region 
and surrounding areas 
such as Wellington, Perth, 
Dufferin, Bruce and Grey 
counties. 

The local is respon-
sible for approximately 
$600,000 of the cost, along 
with any unforeseen future 
expenses.

Waterloo MP Bardish 

Chagger delivered the news 
July 4 at the union hall. 
During the announcement, 
she said the funding would 
provide better access to 
groups who are typically 
underrepresented in the 
trades, such as women, 
military veterans, Indige-
nous people, and new im-
migrants to Canada.

“Challenges that women 
face to entering the trades 
include barriers caused 
by lack of mentors and 
role models, difficulty 
finding an employer, dis-
crimination, unwelcoming 
workplaces, and family 
obligations,” said Chagger. 
“Indigenous peoples also 
face similar barriers in 
addition to others, such as 
lack of essential skills, lack 
of awareness, geographic 
barriers, and insufficient 
financial support to contin-
ue training.

“The trades are essential. 

These are good jobs; these 
are skills that will always 
be needed.”

The funding comes from 
the $25-million Union 
Training and Innovation 
Program, which is divided 
into two streams: the first 
is geared towards invest-
ments and training equip-
ment, and the second is the 
innovation and apprentice 
stream. 

Others attending had 
the chance to share their 
personal experiences in 
the skilled trades, and the 
importance of supporting 
the industry as a primary 
career choice.

“We do have some 
shortages in the trades 
sometimes; my area, in 
particular, there’s some 
machinists that there are 
shortages of, and welders. 
We looked at that through 
our committee to try to 
fill in those gaps in our 
workforce,” said Marwan 
Tabbara, MP for Kitchener 
South-Hespeler.

Ottawa is also spending 
$6 million over two years to 
create a national campaign 
to promote the skilled 
trades as a first-choice 
career for young people, 
part of a series of budget 
measures to in support of 
apprenticeships and the 
trades.

Waterloo MP Bardish Chagger.  



BUSINESS VENTURES  | 15THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2019 |  THE OBSERVER 

w w w.r wlibrar y.ca

RWL Summer
Programs are here!

Visit
your local
branch for

details

Check out our exciting line-up of 
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or in part” in the event 
of “significant non-perfor-
mance” by any of the other 
parties.

You could certainly ar-
gue that the United States 
‘ceased performing its 
commitments … in whole 
or in part’ by abandoning 
the JCPOA , but there 
would be no point. This is 
about power, not legality 
or fairness, and the United 
States has the power.

The United States has 
blocked all trade with 
Iran and used its power 
to force most of the other 
countries that signed the 
treaty to stop trading with 
Iran too. Unfortunately, it’s 
not ‘Germany’ or ‘France’ 
that trades with Iran; it’s 
German and French com-
panies, which will not be 
allowed to buy or sell in the 
United States if they trade 
with Iran.

The European govern-
ments have no legal power 
to force their companies to 
trade with Iran, and they 
have not offered to com-
pensate companies that 
do so and as a result lose 
American contracts. They 

all acknowledge that Iran 
is in the right and Donald 
Trump is in the wrong, but 
they lack the courage to act 
accordingly.

So Iran has been hung 
out to dry. Its foreign trade 
has collapsed, including 
the oil sales that kept the 
economy afloat. Inflation 
has quadrupled, its curren-
cy has lost 60 per cent of its 
value, household incomes 
have fallen sharply, and 
the economy is predicted 
to shrink by six per cent 
this year. It’s what Trump 
calls “maximum pressure,” 
and ordinary Iranians are 
hurting.

Iran’s response, after 
more than a year of this, 
was to become just a little 
bit non-compliant with the 
JCPOA. Its clearly stated 
policy, however, is to ratch-
et up the scale of the breach 
a bit more every sixty days, 
applying pressure back in a 
quite different mode.

You can only subdivide 
the move back to a full civil 
nuclear program into so 
many steps, however, and 
even at 60 days per step 
Iran will probably be there 
by this time next year.

That doesn’t mean it will 
be making nuclear weap-
ons next year. It had a full 
civil nuclear program for 
several decades before the 
JCPOA was signed, and it 
didn’t get nuclear weapons 
then. But without the trea-
ty the ‘break-out time’ to 
Iran’s first nuclear weapon, 
if Tehran decided to go for 
broke, would drop from 
one year to only a couple of 
months.

This is what the JCPOA 
was really about. Iran al-
ways swore that it would 
not make nuclear weapons 
– Ayatollah Khomeini even 
called them “un-Islamic” 
– but a lot of other gov-
ernments hated or at least 
mistrusted the Iranian re-
gime. Before the 2015 deal, 
there was much wild talk 
in the U.S. and Israel about 
the need to make a ‘pre-
emptive attack’ on Iran’s 
nuclear facilities.

The JCPOA kicked the 
can down the road for 15 
years. Iran dismantled var-
ious nuclear facilities and 
agreed to intrusive inspec-
tions so that if it ever did 
decide to cheat, everybody 
else would have a year or 

more to respond. Nobody 
loved the deal, but every-
body agreed that it was the 
best available, and made 
the future a lot safer.

So why did Donald 
Trump trash it? His ob-
session with destroying 
Barack Obama’s political 
legacy undoubtedly pro-
vided the initial impetus, 
but he also probably be-
lieved that putting ‘max-
imum pressure’ on Iran 

 �DYER:  Trump's treatment of the Iranian situation fits with ambassador's assessment of "dysfunctional" and "divided"
FROM 6 would make it crumble. 

Another triumph for the 
great statesman.

The hawks in the White 
House (John Bolton, Mike 
Pompeo et al.) probably do 
know that Iran is too proud 
to crumble, but they don’t 
care because they actually 
want a war.

Trump is trapped be-
tween them and his prom-
ise not to lead the United 
States into another Middle 

East war – which is why we 
have crazy episodes like 
the air strikes on Iran he al-
legedly cancelled on June 
20 just ten minutes before 
they hit.

No wonder Sir Kim Dar-
roch, British ambassador 
to the U.S., said in a confi-
dential dispatch leaked to 
the press on Sunday that 
Trump’s White House is 
“uniquely dysfunctional” 
and “divided.”

W hen University 
of Guelph infor-
matics researcher 

Megan Milton found a tiny, 
roasted, salted – and very 
dead – cocooned caterpil-
lar in her bag of California 
pistachios, she was as 
intrigued as she was dis-
gusted.

The insect, which had 
burrowed inside one of the 
nuts, was unfamiliar to her. 
And to someone working in 
biology, that’s intriguing.

But there was more. 
The discovery gave her an 
opportunity to field test a 
new species identification 
solution, LifeScanner, 
developed by Prof. Suje-
evan Ratnasingham at 
the university’s Centre for 
Biodiversity Genomics and 

New technology removes guesswork from identifying pests
a company called Biolytica 
that she was helping com-
mercialize.

It’s useful in fields, 
gardens and parks across 
Canada – and as Milton 
found, even in the desk 
drawer – anywhere poten-
tially harmful pests need to 
be quickly and accurately 
identified.

Among LifeScanner’s 
distinguishing qualities 
are that it’s portable, field 
friendly, easy to use, accu-
rate and – at approximately 
$15 per test – incredibly 
accessible. These traits 
were among the features 
that made LifeScanner the 
winner of the inaugural 
innovation showcase and 
pitch competition run by 
the university’s Gryphon’s 

LAAIR (Leading to the 
Accelerated Adoption of 
Innovative Research) ini-
tiative.

LifeScanner comes in a 
kit about the size of a wal-
let, with four vials of buff-
ering solution (each with 
its own barcode), tweezers 
and a pre-paid mailer. 
That’s it.

Users are instructed to 
download an app from the 
LifeScanner website or 

register on the web portal. 
When you find a mystery 
creature like Milton did, 
you scan one of the vials 
with the app, take a photo 
of the subject in question, 
pick it up with the twee-
zers, drop it in the vial, seal 
it in the mailer and drop it 
off in a Canada Post mail-
box.

Normally, within two 
days it’s delivered to the 
Centre for Biodiversi-
ty Genomics (CBG) on 
the second floor of the 
Biodiversity Institute of 
Ontario building on the 
University of Guelph’s 
west side.

There, a technician gives 
the specimen a unique 
identification number 
connected to the sender, 

extracts DNA from the 
specimen (or what’s avail-
able of it – only a tiny por-
tion is needed) in the vial, 
and analyzes it with a DNA 
sequencer. The specimen’s 
DNA is compared to DNA 
from millions of other 
specimens that have been 
catalogued at CBG and at 
other institutions around 
the world.

LifeScanner uses these 
barcodes to make matches. 
When one is found, the 
specimen joins the rest 
of the catalogue, and the 
sender is informed. Appro-
priate action can then be 
taken.

For some – farmers, for 
example – the action could 
entail ringing an alarm 
bell. If the mystery pest is 

a crop threat, immediate 
control measures may 
need to be taken to save 
the field. And knowing the 
pest’s identity can help 
researchers compare it to 
other samples received 
at the lab, to understand 
if the species is new to a 
location, widespread and 
harmful. 

It’s also intriguing to 
administrators and offi-
cials such as Pete Milton, 
Megan’s father, who is the 
manager of the university’s 
research station network 
that includes hundreds of 
acres of crops.

A knock against tech-
nology in general is that 
it’s not broadly accessible. 
Well, when it comes to pest 
identification, now it is. 

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

MUSIC IN THE PARK

Twas Now – Diane and Mike Erb – were in business Sunday evening as the summery weather drew a big crowd to Gore Park in Elmira for the regular Sunday Night Concert Series. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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Classified Ads, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word) 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)

Classified Ad - Display Ads

Please call Donna for a quote.

Phone: 519-669-5790 Ext. 104

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
www.observerxtra.com/media-kit

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

Cabinet Installer
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a Cabinet and Stair Installer
to add to our team. Reporting to our install manager you

would be travelling mostly in a team of 2 people, and would be 
responsible to uphold the high moral and ethical standards of 

Woodland as you interact with customers.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working, trim carpenter and install

experience will be an asset

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 4

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

VACANCY
 CAMEO COURT APARTMENTS

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA

Rare Premium Downtown Elmira, 
spacious one Bedroom open-layout  
Apartment becoming AVAILABLE in 
modern (2012) Apartment Building 
complete with Elevator, Main floor 
Common Room, individual Central Heating 
/ Air Conditioning in each Apt., as well as 
5 appliances (washer/dryer in each Apt.)

CONTACT:
(519) 525-2222 or (226) 989-4627 (After 4PM)

OR:   evans@hurontel.on.ca

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of

Cockshutt 30, 1959 Cadillac, 50’s 
Studebaker, antiques, collectibles, sports 

cards, tools & miscellaneous
Items, to be held at 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, for the Amos 

Gascho Estate, Brunner,
 and additions, on 

THURSDAY, JULY 18TH @ 9:30 A.M.

ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES:  Cockshutt 
30 tractor, mechanically overhauled.  1950’s 
Studebaker Champion, 2 door, not running.  
1959 Cadillac, 2 door, for parts or restoration.  
Cherry bonnet chest.  Oak buffet.  Ornate 
wrought iron bed.  Blanket box.  Parlour 
tables.  Spinning wheel.  Butter churn.  
Wooden bucket.  Shaving mirror.  Costume 
jewelry in chests.   Mantle clock.  Wooden 
crates.  Brass horse.  Supertest, Texaco & 
other oil tins.  Peanut butter tins.  Vintage 
Ontario hydro sign.  Tobacco tins.  De Laval 
yellow & black sign.  Carling-Kuntz, Labatt’s 
& Dawes Black Horse beer trays.  Kuntz & 
other ash trays.  Reitzel Bros. thermometer.  
Rubber tire ash trays.  Enarco tin coin 
bank.  Highway signs.  JM Schneider tins.  
American Flyer train set.  Selection of coin 
banks (vehicles).  Eaton toy trucks.  Early 
Tonka toys.  Dinky toys.  Glas Bros, London 
flowered crock.  Cobourg ½ gallon jug.  
Western Pottery 5 gal. crock.  Redware Jello 
mould. Skid full of sports cards (hockey, 
baseball, football, basketball) to be sold 
by the set.  HOUSEHOLD:  3pc. waterfall 
bedroom suite.  China cabinet. Buffet. Cedar 
chest.  Grey recliner, like new.  Iron bistro 
set.  Patio furniture.  Wooden bench.  Hall 
bench.  Apt. size freezer.  Small safe. 
MISC. ITEMS: White LT-185 riding lawn 
mower, 46in. cut, hydrostatic.  Yardman 7hp, 
25in. snow blower, good.  Gas trimmer, like 
new.  Gas lawn mower.  Brillion 8ft. sprocket 
packer.  8ft. drum roller.  Wasaga “Cruiser” 
6 speed bike.  “Next” folding bike, 6 speed.  
Hand, power & garden tools.  Electric hedge 
trimmer & chain saws.  List goes on. 

See www.gerberauctions.net for photos & 
complete list & terms. 10% buyer’s premium.  

FARM AUCTION
Of approx 90 acre farm, tractors , 

machinery, wood working equipment 
and tools, plastic fabricating equipment, 
household, antiques and misc items at 
1762 Manser Rd Wellesley for Gary and 

Karen Felhaber on:

SATURDAY AUGUST 24 at 9:30 AM
FARM: 90 acres more or less farm including 
75 acres workable , 10 acres of hardwood 
bush,  20x65 concrete silo; bank barn setup 
for beef, with attached pole barn; large 
workshop with loading bays; 2 grain bins. 
Property has 400 amp service. 30ft x 40ft 
shop with woodstove with bay door. Small 
barn for wood and outdoor wood furnace, 
with attached nursery. 
House has large open concept kitchen; 
dining room with hardwood floor; main floor 
laundry; sunken family room with wood stove 
with brick surround and walk out to covered 
porch; master bedroom with 3 piece ensuite 
and walk in closet; sunroom with infloor heat,  
2nd sunroom with hottub and wood stove. 
Upstairs has 4 piece bathroom with Jacuzzi 
tub and his and her side toilets; 3 bedrooms; 
walk in closet. Family room with tile floor, 
wood heat with field stone fireplace. House 
has a steel roof – 10 years old. Basement 
has oil furnace with outdoor wood furnace; 
central vac.  House has a single car garage 
currently used as a workshop.  Beautifully 
landscaped property, with patio,  waterfalls; 
flower gardens; cedar deck; and mature 
trees. 
2nd house, on farm, privately surrounded by 
trees,  is a 2 bedroom, vinyl sided bungalow, 
with kitchen, 4 pc bath, livingroom, 
basement, has unfinished possible family 
room with woodstove , house also is heated 
by an oil furnace
NOTE: Location, Location, Location!!!   A 
rare find, especially with 2 houses, with 
the possibility of rental income, property is  
close to Wellesley and central to Waterloo,  
Milverton and Stratford,  Property has 
tonnes of potential, a must see,   viewing by 
appointment

AUCTIONEERS:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com
Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Production Worker
This fulltime position will involve shift work week 

days (Monday to Friday) with an occasional 
Saturday shift. Responsibilities will include 

warehouse duties, pelleting/batching and receiving.

The successful applicant will have
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relation-

ships with co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively 

with customers.
At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits We offer a competitive wage, pension 
plan and group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume and three references to:
Human Resources

Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,

Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

DAVID CARSON FARMS & 
AUCTION SERVICES LTD.

FRI. JULY 26TH – 6:30 PM – BEEF COW 
& CALF SALE. Offering cows, breeder 
bulls, and cow/calf pairs. Cull cows at 6:30 
P.M. followed by Stocker sale. Consignments 
Accepted! 
SAT. JULY 27TH – 9:30 A.M. – FARM 
PROPERTY & FARM MACHINERY SALE 
for Peter & Cornelia Thiesen of Meaford. 
Sale will be held at the farm located at 
085213 Sideroad 8, Meaford. See website for 
full sales listing. 
FRI. AUGUST 2ND – 9:30 A.M. - 
MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT SALE. On 
offer will be tractors, haying & harvesting, 
tillage & seeding equipment and misc. items. 
Call for advertising by July 15th & 22nd. All 
Items must be in yard by July 30th. 

Carson’s Auction Service 
R.R.#3 Listowel, ON  N4W 3G8

Tel: 519-291-2049  |  Fax: 519-291-5065
Website: www.davidcarson.on.ca  |  Email: info@davidcarson.on.ca

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

CONT. PG. 17

RENTAL

AUCTION

AUCTION

AUCTION

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

LAWN FERTILIZER AND 
LAWN SEED - CALL 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35.  
519-635-8737.

OVEN READY ROAST-
ERS READY FOR PICK 
up July 9. $2.30/lb, 
buy 10 get one free.  
519-669-1762.

WALLENSTEIN GENER-
AL STORE INC. SPE-
cial $3.99 reg $5.99 
Ending July 27, Chap-
man's Premium Ice 
Cream. Also Yukon Bars 
and Sandwiches, Super 
Cones, Frostys and Sand-
wiches. 7278 Line 86 /
PH 519-669-2231.

AUCTIONS

WED. JULY 24 AT 7:00 
PM - PROPERTY AUC-
tion of a brick bungalow, 
approx 2600 sq ft of living 
space; 3 plus bedrooms; 
double car garage; fin-
ished basement and 
much more. 4010 North 
Hill Dr. Shakespeare. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd.  
519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com 

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

ROLEX, TUDOR, 
OMEGA, BREITLING, 
I.W.C. etc. Pocket watch-
es, silver and gold coins, 
jewellry, scrap. Call 
Terry 519-242-6900 or  
gallamore@golden.net
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•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

OUTDOOR SERVICES ADVERTISE

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

CALL 1 888 2 DONATE for more information or to book an appointment.  Visit www.blood.ca

THE ELMIRA  
BLOOD DONOR CLINIC 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ARE BROUGHT TO YOU 

BY THE FOLLOWING 
COMMUNITY-MINDED 

BUSINESSES:

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
FEN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

3000 Ament Line, Heidelberg • 519-699-4646

Steed and
Evans Ltd.

Engineers and Contractors

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126  |

E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

Give Blood …
 to save lives.

The Next Elmira Clinic: at Lion’s Hall, Elmira

Friday, July 19th, 2019 from 2:30 - 7:30 pm 

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS FROM PG. 16

RENTALS

DRAYTON APARTMENT 
2 BEDROOM WITH 
in-unit laundry . 15-20 
minutes North of Elmira. 
Parking available , very 
centrally located behind 
the Theatre on Spring 
Street. Available August 
1st $900.00 monthly plus 
utilities. Call Mildred Or 
Len Frey. 519 741 6970.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

ACCOUNTING TAXA-
TION SERVICES 25 

years experience for your 
business and personal 
519-721-1895 or lew-
isecommercesolutions@
gmail.com

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE, JULY 
13, 31 GROSBEAK RD., 
Elmira. 8 am. Clothing, 
antique furniture, house-
hold items and more.

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT



18  | CLASSIFIED NOTICES THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2019

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

0% Interest
Low Monthly Payments

Call 519-206-0336  

www.koebelhcm.com

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Fireplaces

CALL TIM OR SCOTT

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN AND MINIBUS TRANSPORTATION
“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

FLORADALE SELF
STORAGE

226-266-5525

CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

1551 FLORADALE ROAD

www.floradaleselfstorage.com
E-Mail: floradaleselfstorage@gmail.com

ELMIRA, ON. N3B 2Z1

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SLJ Electric Ltd.

Steve Snyder
3141 Hemlock Hill Dr., Elmira

Residential / Agricultural / Commercial / Industrial / Pole Lines

sljsnyder@gmail.com
O�ice: 519-664-2000

Cell: 519-575-3141
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R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

Drayton  |  $579,000  
Beautiful all brick bungalow in a gorgeous park like setting. Bright spacious 3/4 
bedroom with a large open kitchen dining area. Nice shed out back with loft 
and wired. Mud room and mainfloor laundry. Please note. Adjoining lot 
available as a package deal or separately. MLS Call Dale Direct.

Building Lot  |  Drayton  |  $145,000  
This prime lot available to build your dream home.   Suitable for a walk out 
basement and generous windows on the lower level. Gas on the street. Water 
and sewer to be private systems. Can be purchased with 8 Mary St , adjoining 
residence currently for sale either as a package deal or separately. MLS Call 
Dale Direct

$465,000 | Drayton 
Quiet street with a large yard. This 3+1 bedroom raised bungalow is sure to 
please. Close to school and shopping, med clinic and library. Metal roof tiles and 
newer Centennial windows, hardwood floors, and bright open concept.  Many 
features sure to please. MLS Call Dale direct

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

www.thefreyteam.com
Contact us by email: mildred@thefreyteam.com

Len Frey
Sales Representative

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6368
O�ce 519-669-1544

Mildred Frey
Broker

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6970

Thinking of Buying or Selling? Call or email today for a FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION, OPINON of VALUE!

$569,000
48 Ann St., Elmira: Lovely home 
in the town of Elmira. Nice yard 
with decorative rod iron fence. If 
interested contact either of us to 
view. MLS #30734510

$1,389,000
3.5 ACRES

7392 Wellington Rd. 11:  Large 
newer home in the country, with 
private long lane way to 3.5 acres. 
Newer home with possibility of 3  
units, plus 2& 1/2 car shop and 2 car 
attached garage. MLS #30734525

$150,000
SALE OF BUSINESS

Elmira Laundromat: Has newer 
equipment, Heavy duty washers for 
hockey gear. The rear unit has self 
serve dog grooming. Could also 
add take out dry cleaning. MLS 
#30736450

FOR LEASE
1,821 SQ.FT. $10/SQ.FT.
4-112 Oriole Pwy, Elmira:   
Large open space will allow for new 
tenant to make divisions as needed. 
All shelving has been removed.  
Owner is obtaining quotes to paint, 
remove half walls and finish the 
floor. MLS #30681168

$549,900
95 Sugar King, Elmira:  Fabulous 
spacious home, priced to sell. 
Quality laminate and ceramic floors. 
Kitchen has a walkout to rear 
fenced yard, deck and patio. MLS 
#30738211

NEW PRICE

NEW LISTING! Lovely move in 
ready link home with unique 1.5 
car garage in quiet desirable 
area of town.  3bdrm, 2.5 bath, 
partially finished bsmt. New 
deck and A/c for enjoyment this 
summer. Close to schools, parks 
and trails. Don’t miss out! MLS

$429,000 

NEW LISTING!- 

Melanie
Beisel

SALES REPRESENTATIVE519-590-0835 • mbeisel@royallepage.ca 

$429,000 

OPEN HOUSE | SAT & SUN, JULY  1314TH

24 PM •  14 POFFENROTH PATH, ELMIRA

mbeisel@royallepage.ca

PRICED FROM $489,900  for interior unit $499,900 for exterior unit.  
FREEHOLD Executive style living! 5 units available, all offer 1.5 
garage, double driveways, custom kitchens, hardwood floors, gas 
fireplace, central air conditioning, iron spindles. EXCLUSIVE

PRE-SELLING NEXT PHASE OF PARADIGM 
(ELMIRA) HOMES BUNGALOW TOWN HOMES

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

519-572-2528

Melanie
Beisel

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

519-590-0835

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

shannarozema@royallepage.ca

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

ELMIRA - Time to downsize? Built in 2016, this 1210 sq.ft. 
bungalow has all you need.  2 bedrms, 2 full baths, open concept 
layout, laundry only a few steps down & an oversized single 
garage.  Featuring quartz counter tops & a breakfast bar, soft 
close cabinetry, step in shower in ensuite bathrm, central air, 
HRV system, water softener & more.  A perfect sized composite 
deck for relaxing & watching the sunrise.  The wide-open 
unfinished basement with one egress window allows many 
future layout options.  Walking distance to schools, walking 
trails, golf course, & downtown area.  $499,900$499,900

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

OPEN
HOUSE

71 Country Club
Estates Dr., Elmira

SAT, JULY 13
10am-12pm

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.
Monique

Roes
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

519-747-2040

519-669-3192

519-669-3192

IF YOU ARE THINKING ABOUT  SELLING OR BUYING THIS SUMMER,
NOW IS THE TIME TO CONNECT WITH  US, YOUR LOCAL  REALTOR TO KEEP YOU INFORMED ON MARKET CONDITIONS.  

$549,900  ELMIRA Solid raised bungalow with 
some updates on a Court location.  This home 
offers some updates including kitchen with 
quartz counter tops, island/breakfast bar, 
appliances included, walkout finished basement 
to the park like sized fenced backyard.  Perfect 
for hosting family and friends.  Convenient deck 
of the kitchen for easy bbq'ing.  3+ bdrms, 2 full 
bathrooms.  NEW MLS

SAT, JULY 13TH • 10AM-12NOON 
10 SUNSET PLACE, ELMIRA

$484,000  ELMIRA This beautifully maintained and 
completely finished 2 bdrm, 3 bath home offers 
much to be desired.  Lovely kitchen with island, 
granite counter tops, appliances included, 
walkout off the living room to spacious deck, 
privacy fence and nicely landscaped grounds.  
Large recreation room in the finished basement.  
C/air, electric f/p., c/vac ++++.   MLS

ATTENTION EMPTY NESTERS & SINGLES!

$439,000 ELMIRA Downtown location, retail and 3 
upper 1 bedroom apartments  An opportunity for 
the new or experienced investor. MLS

ELMIRA INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

OPEN
HOUSE 

Serving the community for 27 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

Thinking of Selling? 
Call for your FREE Property Evaluation  

$779,900 FABULOUS PROPERTY!
Beautifully detailed fully renovated Four Level 
Side Split on quiet street in great location central 
to schools and all amenities, offers three 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, remodeled kitchen 
with a peninsula,dining room with walkout to the 
gorgeous multilevel deck, hot tub and pool area.  
The family room also offers access to the outside 
living area where you can relax in the sun or 
shade. This is a beautiful home and needs to be seen to be appreciated. The landscaping and 
lawns are well manicured. MLS. Call Bert to view.

NEW
LISTING!

$669,000 ELMIRA
This very unique century home is an Arts and Craft 
Design remodeled by the original owners. Built in 
1913 this home has been completely updated 
including all windows, electrical, plumbing, hydro 
service and roofs. Located on a quiet street close to 
schools, rec centre and a 10 minute walk to down 
town. Beautiful landscaping with professionally 
installed patio, interlocking driveway and private 
back yard with water feature. A cozy sunroom ideal 
for your morning coffee. MLS.  Call Bert to view. 
Come see this Beautiful Property.

OPEN HOUSE Sat  & Sun, July 13-14, 2-4pm
71 Centre St., Elmira

100% LOCAL
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Frey, Leona C.
Peacefully passed on to her heavenly 
home, at her residence, on Friday, 
July 5, 2019, at the age of 88. Loving 
wife of the late Aden Frey (1983). 
Loved mother of Delphine and Don 
Bearinger of Glen Allan, James and 
Delphine Frey of Conestogo, Murrel 
and Wilma Frey of Waterloo, Lucille 
and Stewart Martin of Elora, Linda and 
Neil Wideman of Elmira, and Sandra 
and Don Weber of Elmira. Lovingly 
remembered by 22 grandchildren and 
26 great-grandchildren. Dear sister of 
Lorene (Mrs. Earl) Martin and Floyd 
(Betty) Martin. Sister-in-law of Irene 
Martin, Lovina Martin, Susanna 
(Eugene) Brubacher, and Martha 
Brubacher. Predeceased by her parents 
Peter and Minerva (Clemmer) Martin, 
sister Dorothy (Lloyd) Martin, brother 
Leonard Martin, and numerous in-
laws. Her family received relatives and 
friends on Sunday, July 7, 2019 from 12-
4:30 p.m. and 6-9 p.m. at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira. The interment 
was held on Monday, July 8, 2019 at 
1 p.m. at West Montrose Mennonite 
Cemetery. A funeral service followed 
at 2:30 p.m. at Crystal View Mennonite 
Church, Floradale. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to Olive Branch 
Mennonite Missions. The family wishes 
to thank the nurses from the CCAC 
Team for their excellent care of Leona.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Sauder, Priscilla
Passed away peacefully at St. Mary’s 
General Hospital on Wednesday, July 
3, 2019, at the age of 90. Priscilla was the 
beloved wife of the late Enoch Sauder 
(1993). Loved mother of Dianne Doherty 
(Craig) and Marlene Oberle (Kim). Loving 
grandmother of Shelley (Melissa), 
Scott, Merrie (Dana), Thomas (Ashley), 
Tony, Jason (Jen), and Tanya (Jon). 
Dear great-grandmother of Demitrius, 
Simon, Zander, Tatianna, Nika, Katia, 
Tyler, Sam, Eric, Aaron, and Lauren. 
She was predeceased by her daughter 
Dorothy Vigneux (Gary), parents Eli 
and Julian (Buehler) Sauder, siblings 
Melinda Martin (Alvin), Velina Bauman 
(Josiah), and Sylvester Sauder (Doris). 
Priscilla kept herself busy at home doing 
crafts, puzzles, reading, gardening, and 
many interesting projects. Visitation 
was held on Friday, July 5, 2019 from 
7-9 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home. A funeral service was held on 
Saturday, July 6, 2019 at 2:30 p.m. in the 
funeral home chapel. Interment was in 
Elmira Mennonite Cemetery followed 
by a reception at the funeral home. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations 
to the Heart & Stroke Foundation of 
Ontario would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Thank you
I would like to thank all of the people 
who came out to our garage sale that 
was held in Maryhill and in Elmira it 

raised $1462.75 which will be donated in 
my husband Allan Drury’s name to the 

Grand River Regional Cancer Center 

Happy 50th
Anniversary 

Dutch & Donna

F A M I LY  A L B U M

PUZZLE SOLUTIONSTHANK YOU

DEATH NOTICE

BROHMAN, DIANNE - Surrounded by her family 
and at peace, Dianne died on Tuesday, July 9, 
2019. 

OBITUARYOBITUARY

ANNIVERSARY

Dan Nagle 
Salesperson
Tel 905 699 3852

ELMIRA  Beautiful Home In A Parklike Setting; Huge Stunning Treed Corner 
Lot W/ Exceptional Landscaping In Desirable Birdland Community; Schools 
within walking distance; Enjoy Your Morning Coffee Looking Out Your 
Panoramic Bay Window; Spacious Bedrooms All W/ Closets; Crown 
Moulding Through Much Of Home; Awesome Open Basement W/ Gas 
Fireplace; Heated Bathroom Floor; 3 + 1 Bedroom; Extra Wide Garage; 
Parking For 7 Cars; Updated Kitchen And Bathroom; Lot Has Potential To Be 
Sub-Divided;**** EXTRAS **** All Appliances Included; Hot Water Tank 
Owned; For Severance Info Contact Nancy Thompson (519)669-6040;
Email Nthompson@Woolwich.Ca

$849,000 – New Price

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

$509,900

Imagine retiring with everything on 
one level and no condo fees!  This 
townhome offers an open concept 
living area w/9’ ceilings, lots of 
kitchen cabinetry w/island & gran-
ite countertops. Gas fireplace & w/o 
from liv. room w/oversized window 
& walkout. ‘King sized’ master 
bdrm.  w/walkin closet & ensuite. 
Open staircase w/wood stairs. 14’ 
wide garage (w/10’door).  2 units 
avail. Sodded lot, asph. driveway. 
(model avail. to view). MLS

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Welcoming and cozy one bedroom 3 
Bathroom, townhouse .. Spacious 1056 
square feet, with a  finished basement 
complete with, a recrea�on room, 
bathroom, den/second bedroom and 
ample storage … Stop paying Rent and 

invest in YOUR home … In-suite Laundry ..  parking .. a�ached Double garage and 
your own yard!  Book your private showing today MLS# 30728374   

$426,500
65 ARENA DR., MILVERTON  
A�en�on New Home Owners ... 
Welcome to Southside estates, 
Milverton Meadows! Small town 
living with  all the necessary  
services, ice rink, public schools, 

grocery and gas bars and s�ll only 30 minutes from Waterloo and 20 
from Stra�ord or Listowel.  This 1165 SQ FT2 Bedroom, 2 Bath Detached 
Bungalow, is the perfect match for any new home owner or re�ring 
couple.  You can pick your colours and finishes, with many op�ons 
available.  Book your private viewing today!  MLS# 30750656

$475,000 - New Price
66 ANNA STREET, ELMIRA 

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

SMALL ADS, BIG IMPACT.
THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIED ADS

100% LOCAL NEWS
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

A survey of more than 2,000 Canadians found that 
85% had not gone "off-the-grid" (spent more than 
one-week offline) in the last year, and only one in five 
had even disconnected for eight consecutive hours. 
Three-quarters of Canadians surf the internet while 
watching TV, and 46% admit to using their mobile 
device in the bathroom. Seven in ten internet users 
say they would be unlikely to purchase a home in an 
area that didn't have high-speed internet.

University of Waterloo researchers have developed 
a new technique to help doctors more quickly and 
accurately detect autism spectrum disorder (ASD) 
in children. The researchers characterized how 
children with ASD scan a person’s face differently 
than a neuro-typical child. Based on the findings, the 
researchers were able to develop a technique that 
considers how a child with ASD gaze transitions from 
one part of a person’s face to another. 

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

Does your car leave a puddle of water under 
the engine area after you park it? Wondering 
if you should have it checked out? Not to 
worry! This is a normal condition when your 
A/C system is working property on warm 
days. Give us a call if you have any questions!

–Simon

ONLINE ADDICTION ASD RESEARCH

TAKING THE LONG WAY HOME

Neill McKee's impromptu first international experience sent him to Borneo, 
and on a path he follows to this day. [SUBMITTED]

There’s no direct route from Elmira to Borneo
Neill McKee, who grew up in Woolwich, chronicles a journey of 45 years and 80 countries in his new book

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Born in Kitchener and 
raised in Elmira, Neill 
McKee knew at an early 
age life would take him be-
yond the borders of Water-
loo Region. Well beyond, 
as it would turn out.

His wanderlust would 
lead to a 45-year career in 
teaching, filmmaking and 
international development  
with stops in 80 countries. 
His global journey started 
with a little place very far 
from Elmira, a village on 
the Southeast Asian island 
of Borneo.

McKee’s journey, from 
his beginnings in Elmira 
to his travels east in 1968 
to the Malaysian state of 
Sabah, are the subject of 
his new book, Finding My-
self in Borneo: Sojourns in 
Sabah.

McKee is now making 
his way back westwards 
on a book tour, with stops 
planned this weekend in 
Waterloo Region. On Sat-
urday, McKee will be sign-
ing books at the Chapters 
bookstore in Waterloo, and 
the following day Sunday 
will be giving a secular talk 
and sharing photos of his 
experiences in Borneo at 
the Rockway Mennonite 
Church in Kitchener.

“I grew up in Elmira and 
decided to leave probably 
very early, that I wouldn't 
be staying there,” says 
McKee. “I went to the Uni-
versity of Western Ontario 
for a year; that wasn't good 
enough. I went to the Uni-
versity of Calgary, and I 
really didn't know where 
I wanted to go or do after 
my BA degree at Calgary.”

McKee was born the son 

of the esteemed local en-
trepreneur Gerald McKee, 
who along with his twin 
brother Russell, manufac-
tured farm machinery in 
Elmira. The ingenuity of 
the brothers led to such 
breakthrough designs 
as the McKee One Man 
Harvester, the McKee Har-
vester and Stacker, and the 
"Insta-Hitch,” and would 
see them inducted into the 
Waterloo Region Hall of 
Fame. McKee Farm Tech-
nologies thrives in Elmira 
to this very day.

Not one to put down 
roots, Neill McKeen strug-
gled to find direction, but 
that would soon change, 
as so often happens at 
university, by chancing 

on a poster from the 
Canadian University 
Service Overseas, or 
CUSO (now Cuso Interna-
tional). It touted an adven-
ture overseas; and though 
it was short on certain 
details – like where exactly 
he would be going – McK-
ee took the plunge.

“It was just happen-
stance that I saw a poster,” 
he says. “I applied on the 
University of Calgary cam-
pus, and I found myself 
about four months later 
in Borneo,” he adds with 
a laugh. “So that's part of 
the title, in that it also is a 
place where I find myself: 
in a sense, what I wanted 
to do or be with my life. 
What I wanted to be in my 

career.”
McKee joined 

Cuso as a volunteer sec-
ondary school instructor, 
and had just a few short 
weeks to learn everything 
he could about his posting.

“You have to work out 
what you're going to do 
there. I had a job teaching 
secondary school for two 
years, but the subjects, be-
fore you arrive, you don't 
know what you're going 
to teach there, whatever 
you're just assigned. What-
ever the gaps are,” he says.

“It's just like being 
thrown into a completely 

new world. You don't quite 
know the rules, you have 
to learn the culture. We 
had orientation in Malay 
language, but three weeks 
in Vancouver and UBC 
(University of British Co-
lumbia). But, really, I had 
to start over.”

Borneo was home to a 
wealth of ethno-religious 
groups including Muslim, 
Christian, Buddhist, and 
a variety of languages, but 
the lingua franca of the 
land was Malay. McKee 
would teach in English, 
but to communicate with 

the community at 
large, in-

cluding 
the par-

ents and 
the majori-

ty of people, 
he eventually 

picked up 
the basics of 

Malay.
“I went back 

there many 
times. The vol-

unteer experience 
and then I was sent 

back as a field staff, 
deputy director of 

the Cuso program 
in Malaysia for two 

more years. So I spent 
four years living there,” 
says McKee.

It was also during his 
time in Malaysia that 
McKee developed his 
love of filmmaking. With 
a friend’s 16mm camera, 
McKee developed re-
cruitment films on Cuso’s 
work.

“They took me up on 
it! They sent me money,” 
says McKee with a laugh. 
“I had almost no expe-
rience making film, but 
they allowed me to do it. 

They sent me travel mon-
ey and film stock money, 
and I headed off visiting 
different volunteers in 
many different places all 
through East Malaysia, 
and that was my first doc-
umentary film.

“From then, after I fin-
ished my two years as a 
teacher, they sent me back 
through Asia and Africa, 
and I made them a series 
for two years.”

Through his experiences 
in Malaysia, McKee really 
did find himself, and the 
skills he picked up there 
would go on to serve him 
for years to come. He 
would continue on with 
a career that spanned 45 
years in 80 different coun-
tries, including a period 
with UNICEF where he 
would rise to head of com-
munications at the Bangla-
desh office. 

But it all started with 
Borneo, and he is hoping 
to share his experiences 
with his fellow Canadians.

“I loved the people and I 
loved the country. I didn't 
know what I wanted to be or 
do, but really through that 
experience and getting into 
filmmaking, I found what 
I wanted to do. I wanted to 
tell stories through film. I 
wanted to document the 
world and open up the 
world for people back in 
Canada,” he says.

McKee will be signing 
books in Waterloo at the 
Chapters-Indigo store in 
Conestoga Mall Saturday, 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. On 
Sunday, McKee will be 
discussing his experiences 
at the Rockway Menno-
nite Church on 47 Onward 
Ave., Kitchener at 10:30 
a.m. The talk is open to all. 
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The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at www.observerxtra.com/event-list.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
elmiravacuum@gmail.com

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

JULY 14

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 
join us with Doug Dietrich and Sunrise performing from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early 
for better seating.

JULY 21

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 
join us Wendy Lynn Snider performing from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early for better 
seating.

JULY 28

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 
join us with Lance Russwurm  performing from 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m.  Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early for 
better seating.

AUGUST 4

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 
join us with Fred Lewis and Ridin High  performing from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early 
for better seating.

AUGUST 11

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 
join us with The Chaparrals performing from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early for better 
seating.

AUGUST 18

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 
join us with U-Turn performing from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring 
a lawn chair  and be sure to come early for better seating.

AUGUST 25

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. THE 
series finale. Come join us with Rick Loucks & Southbound  
performing from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring a lawn chair  and be 
sure to come early for better seating.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

GET IT IN THE

Being in the paper is one of life’s

highlights.   Relive it with a reprint.

We have photos
to share. GET YOURS!

observerxtra.com/photo-reprints

CHEF'S TABLE

Another good 
reason to 

fire up the BBQ

B arbecue sauce is a 
food group of its 
very own as far 

as some people are con-
cerned. That’s doubly true 
in the midst of barbecue 
season, aka move-the-
kitchen-outdoors season.

These delicious drum-
sticks are coated in heavenly 
homemade barbecue sauce. 
Sweetened with Medjool 
dates, this one is guaranteed 
to be your go-to sauce. Use 
it with grilled meats of any 
kind, and feel free turn up 
the heat factor if you like 
things extra spicy.

Here, we’re using chicken 
drumsticks, but you can 
use the same amount of 
skinless, bone-in chicken 
thighs instead if that’s your 
preference. The sauce also 
works with any meat of your 
choice. 

The recipe calls for pas-
sata – cooked tomatoes 
that have been crushed and 
strained – which can be 
bought at the store or can 
be made at home, the latter 
being a particularly good 
option later in the season 
when gardens and grocery 
stores are afloat in tomatoes.

Lip-smacking BBQ 
Drumsticks

1 tsp. canola oil
1 onion, chopped

2 cloves garlic, minced
1 Tbsp. chopped fresh thyme
2 tsp. chili powder
1/4 tsp. fresh ground pepper
 2 cups tomato passata
3/4 cup chopped pitted 
Medjool dates
1/4 cup cider vinegar
1 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
1 tsp. hot pepper sauce
10 skinless chicken drum-
sticks (about 1 kg/2 lbs)

1. In a saucepan, heat oil over 
medium heat and cook onion, 
garlic, thyme, chili powder and 
pepper for 3 minutes or until 
softened. Stir in tomato passa-
ta, dates, vinegar, Worcester-
shire and hot pepper sauce and 
bring to a simmer for 5 minutes. 

2. Remove from heat and let 
cool slightly. Scrape into blend-
er and purée until smooth. 
Makes about 2-1/2 cups of 
sauce.

3. Place drumsticks on greased 
grill over medium heat for 10 
minutes. Turn and grill for 5 
minutes more. Start brushing 
with about 1 cup of sauce, turn-
ing often and basting for about 
more 10 minutes. (Use a digital 
food thermometer to check that 
chicken has reached an internal 
temperature of 74°C/165°F.)

4. Serve with some of the re-
maining sauce, if desired. Cover 
and refrigerate remaining sauce 
for up to two weeks.
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P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H
WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

WBC Picnic
Conestoga Bible Camp

Sunday, July 14th

10:00 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Fred Lichti preaching

The Good Samaritan:
Seeing and Doing

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:00 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

Looking for a faith community that's close to home? Start here. If you want to see your church listed here and 

want to reach over 12,000 homes every week call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext104.

BRAIN FOOD

The skills of creatures can help us develop brain implants
Q.  Research into animal 
cognition reveals that 
just about anything 
we humans do, other 
creatures can do too, 
says “Popular Science” 
magazine.  Elephants, 
anteaters, black bears, 
bees, crows — what are 
their surprising skills?

A.  Elephants use their 
trunks “like leaf blowers, 
blasting jets of air to push 
leaves and hay into easy 
reach,” says the magazine’s 
Kat McGowan.  Giant ant-
eaters can memorize which 
of eight feeders in a simple 
star-shaped maze contain 
hidden avocado treats and 
black bears are able to rec-
ognize objects like a shovel 
or football from photos.

 
With only one million 

neurons in their brains 
(compared with 100 billion 
in humans), bees seem to 
discern what they know 
and what they don’t know.  
In a recent experiment, 
Australian biologist An-
drew Barron trained hon-
eybees to determine which 
of two horizontal lines was 
above or below the other, 

with a sugar-syrup reward 
for the correct answer or a 
bitter fluid otherwise.  But 
when the lines were placed 
side by side, making a cor-
rect answer impossible, 
many bees flew away.  They 
recognized that they didn’t 
know enough to get a treat, 
unlike some humans who 
routinely overestimate 
their skills.

 And in the avian family 
of crows, jays and ravens, 
comparative cognition 
professor Nicky Clayton 
of Cambridge University 
uncovered some hidden 
powers.  For this study, she 
pitted the birds against 
kids in a puzzle requiring 
cause-and-effect reason-
ing:  In a tall narrow tube, 
a treat or a toy floats on 
water out of reach of beaks 
or small fingers.  A jay be-
gins dropping pebbles into 
the tube, raising the water 
level and floating the food 
within reach.  “But children 
younger than eight have a 
hard time figuring that out, 
if at all.”   

Q.  In what extraordinary 
room can you hear your 
own heartbeat and noth-

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  STRANGE questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

ing else?

A.  In an anechoic chamber 
“designed to absorb reflec-
tions of sound waves so you 
hear absolutely nothing,” 
reports “How It Works:  
Book of Amazing Science.”  
Heavy concrete and rub-
ber-sealed doors lock out 
any external noise, while 
foam-covered walls absorb 
internal noise.  Even the 
sound of footsteps has been 
eliminated with a floor of 
suspended mesh.  “These 
chambers are mainly used 
to test the performance 
of speakers, microphones 
and other products, but 
they also help astronauts to 
prepare for the eerie silence 
of space.”

     With walls able to 
absorb 99.9% of sound, 
the Orfield Laboratory’s 
anechoic chamber in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, until 
recently held the Guinness 
World Record for the quiet-
est place on Earth.  In the 
chamber, all you can hear is 
the thumping of your heart, 
likely to “drive you crazy.”  
And with no perceptual 
cues to help you balance, 
you feel disoriented and 

find it difficult to stand or 
move.

  “The longest anyone has 
been able to bear the quiet 
is 45 minutes.” 

Q.  How are scientists 
“taking lessons from 
creatures that sting, peck 
and morph” to make 
brain implants more 
effective?

A.  Inspired by the “guide 
arm” that mosquitoes use 
to steady their bite, Jeffrey 
Capadona at Case Western 
Reserve University devel-
oped “a new method for 
pushing flexible implants 
into the soft, squishy tissue 
of the brain,” reports Mike 
Scott in the university’s 
“Think” magazine.  Draw-
ing ideas from how sea 
cucumbers change their 
skin from rigid to soft and 
the resilient skulls of wood-
peckers, Capadona’s team 
created “a small plastic disc 
that stabilizes the implant 
the same way a pool stick 
is stabilized by a player’s 
non-dominant hand.”

 Brain implants are es-

sential for monitoring elec-
trical activity and reducing, 
for example, the tremors 
from Parkinson’s disease, 
but they can degrade when 
the body attacks them as 
foreign invaders.  The new, 
improved implants are 
coated with materials to 
deliver antioxidants to the 
brain to discourage long-
term tissue damage.

Now the team is re-
searching how to deploy 
antioxidants to prevent 
tissue damage to the brain 
due to opioid use.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Faze
7. Skeletal algae
13. Apply
16. David, "the sweet 

psalmist of ___"
17. Secrets
18. Half eating
19. Adornment by injury
21. Sailor's grog
22. Put an edge on
23. Alien hunters
24. Bind
26. "___ alive!"
27. "Star Trek" rank: 

Abbr.
29. Charlotte-to-Raleigh 

direction
31. Strength
32. Of blood tubes
35. Indo-Arayan 

language adjective
37. Stroke off list
39. Hatred of oneself
44. Small bush
46. Sun
47. Back muscle, 

familiarly
48. "Take on me" 

singers
49. Grab by a rope
50. Tee, e.g.
52. Continental money
54. Japanese airline
55. Battering device

58. Burgle
60. Quaff
61. Over the top 

complaint style
65. Some beans
66. Drunken
67. Propaganda quip
69. He who acts
72. "My Name Is Asher 

___" (Chaim Potok 
novel)

74. Sticky stuff
75. Lizard, old-style
78. Galactic hitch-hiker's 

essential friend
79. Citrus fruit
81. The "U" MK
83. Alkaline liquid
84. They who 

administer
88. Gorilla copy
89. Subtlety
90. Candy calendar
91. Life-giving god
92. Abase
93. Wild things

DOWN
1. Vedic enlightened 

person
2. English race place
3. Line intersecting 

lines
4. Container weight
5. Battery jar
6. On a shelf, 

surveillance culture
7. Small Cyprinidae 

fish
8. About to explode
9. Relating to the 

action of UV
10. Clavell's "___-Pan"
11. Yoko
12. Set free from 

slavery
13. Take down sails
14. Pole position?
15. Ant, in dialect
20. All I know about 

these, is that they 
make people angry. 
(KITH)

25. "Good going!"
28. Discouraging words
30. Carbon compound
33. Flightless flock
34. Coin opening
36. Criminal letdown
37. Muhammad's 

religion
38. Macbeth, for one

40. "La Traviata" mezzo
41. French puppets
42. Fake
43. Duties
45. Country's edge 

region
51. Cookers
53. "Major" animal
56. "___ we having fun 

yet?"
57. Lime-rich mudstone
59. Tosses overboard
62. "O" in old radio 

lingo
63. Nerve sheather 

(French)
64. Talk like a dove
68. Haitian monetary 

unit
69. Sky holder
70. Friendliest of the 

large rodents
71. Drawn inbetwixt key 

frames
73. Periwinkle
76. Attack locale
77. Butter, for one
80. Appearance
82. THE FLOOR IS IT!
85. Directly
86. British mum
87. Bar bill

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

Relive it with a reprint.

Being in the paper is one
of life’s highlights.

We have photos 
to share.

observerxtra.com/photo-reprints

GET IT IN THE

CHEF'S TABLE
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THIS WEEKS DEALS!
JULY 11 - 14  4 DAYS ONLY!
THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 10-59-6

IN STOCK

4X16 OR 3X12
WALL TILE

$187
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/ SQ FTFROM

HOT PRODUCT!

IN STOCK

12MM THICK
LAMINATE

$127
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/ SQ FTFROM

RANDOM LENGTHS

IN STOCK

HEXAGON
8” TILE

$279
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

/ SQ FTFROM

FLOOR OR WALL

IN STOCK

PRINTED TILES 
NEW PRICE!

$257
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/ SQ FTFROM

FLOOR OR WALL

IN STOCK

2-TONE FRIEZE
CARPET

$167
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/ SQ FTFROM

PLUS NO TAX!

IN STOCK

OUTDOOR
AREA RUGS

NEW PRODUCT!

IN STOCK

SUPER SOFT
CARPET

$197
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/ SQ FTFROM

PLUS NO TAX!

IN STOCK

$297
REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

/ SQ FTFROM

HOT PRODUCT!

SLATE
LEDGESTONE

IN STOCK

SWISS-MADE
LAMINATE

89¢
1.591.591.591.591.591.59

/ SQ FT

¢
/ SQ FT

¢FROM89FROM89
HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

5MM THICK
VINYL PLANKS

$157
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/ SQ FTFROM

100% WATERPROOF

IN STOCK

MODERN CLICK 
VINYL TILES

$167
REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79

/ SQ FTFROM

TRAVERTINE-LOOK

AREA RUGS!
NO TAX
on ALL in-stock 

NEW RUGS ARRIVING DAILY

4’x6’ $4999APPROX

FROM

5’x8’ $6999APPROX

FROM

$15999APPROX

FROM8’x11’
NOW IN 
STOCK!

MANY STYLES TO CHOOSE
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