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Groups seek venues following Wellesley arena closure
Leaking roof led to structure becoming unsafe, prompting township to shut down operations for 2019-20

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

The township’s decision to 
close the Wellesley arena for 
a year has user groups scram-
bling for alternatives.

Hockey teams were particu-
larly surprised by last week’s 
announcement after the town-
ship deemed the condition 
of the roof made the building 

Half the village of Hawkesville came out on Monday to watch the other half take part in a spirited Canada Day Parade. There were horses with colored red braids, tractors waving the Canadian 
standard, wagon rides, motor cycles and a bunny all joining in the procession, which departed from the village community centre. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Just before the announcement 
that the Wellesley Arena would 
be closed for the 2019/2020 sea-
son, there was significant damage 
done to the facility and to sur-
rounding areas. 

The incident occurred just be-
fore 4 a.m. on June 26, resulting 
in some $10,000 worth of dam-
age. Surveillance cameras outside 
the arena depicts three potential 
suspects knocking over a planter 
near the fence. It can be viewed 
on the Waterloo Regional Police 
social media pages or on You-
Tube here: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=lYjq9hjNnC0

This was not the only area in 
Wellesley vandalized that night: 
the same morning, a planter out-
side the post office on Queen’s 
Bush Road was found knocked 
over, and another one was laid 
out to block the street.

“Our insurance has estimat-
ed about $10,000 in damage of 
which only a portion will be cov-
ered,” said Wellesley Mayor Joe 
Nowak in a public Facebook post. 
“The balance must be paid for by 
your tax dollars so please, if you 
can identify any of these persons, 
follow the police instructions 
below.”

Anyone with more information 
is encouraged to call police at 
519-570-9777 ext. 6399 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. 

Police seeking 
info on 
vandalism 
in Wellesley

CULPRITS SOUGHT

unsafe.
An engineering assessment of 

the arena roof  found that por-
tions of it could potentially col-
lapse in the wintertime. Previ-
ous maintenance coatings had 
failed sooner than anticipated 
in the last structural review in 
2013, resulting in leaks. 

“The engineers have deter-
mined that the added weight of 
the saturated insulation com-

bined with a snow load would 
likely exceed the capacity of the 
roofing assembly resulting in 
the possibility of portions of the 
roof falling in,” the township 
said in a release June 25.

“Preliminary cost esti-
mates for replacement of the 
arena roof is approximately 
$600,000,” said chief admin-
istrative officer Rik Louwagie 
in an email. “In addition the 

beams and purlins would need 
to be sandblasted and recoated 
if the roof is removed as well 
as other rust removal. It is an-
ticipated that the overall roof 
project would cost in the range 
of $1,000,000.”

Among the hockey clubs af-
fected, the Wellesley Applejacks 
will be moving their equip-
ment, the concession booth, the 

VELVET SIGNATURE SERIES INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

(519) 699-5537
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Mon.-Fri. 8-8; Sat. 8-6, Sun. 10-5 

BEAUTI-TONE PAINT SALE

40% OFF 3.78L
SALE ENDS JULY 10, 2019 • SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

BEST PRICE OF THE YEAR!
Painting in your future?

Buy it now, tint later. No Extra Cost

CELEBRATING CANADA'S DAY
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$9.45

8 x 6oz

BEEF & PORK 
BURGERS

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

/lb Reg.$10.35 /lb

$4.99/lb Reg.$5.99 /lb

Reg.$15.99 /box

Ask about special pricing
for your fundraisers

PINE RIVER

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS

CARMELIZED ONION CHEDDAR

$12.99
/box

 � ARENA: Closure
FROM 01

A 21-year-old man was transported to Hamilton General Hospital with serious injuries after a single-vehicle accident in Elmira early Wednesday morning. At around 2 a.m., a Honda Civic left the roadway in the area of Arthur Street and Listowel 
Road and struck a hydro pole before rolling over in an adjacent field. Power was out in the area, and Arthur Street was closed for several hours. The investigation is ongoing.  [JOE MERLIHAN / THE OBSERVER]

SINGLE-VEHICLE ROLLOVER IN ELMIRA SENDS MAN TO HOSPITAL

• Pedicures • Laser Hair Removal
• Manicures • Electrolysis
• Gel Nails  • Photo Rejuvenation
• Facials • Skin Tag / Wart Removal
• Waxing • Microblading
• Nose / Ear Piercing • Lash Lifts
• Lash Extensions • Highlights/Specialty Colours
• Perms • Customized Updo’s

Renew
Your Senses
All Under One Roof

519-669-0237

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

And Hair Services for 
the Entire Family

• Pedicures • Laser Hair Removal

All Under One Roof

• Tara (Boyes) Shantz     
           Nurse Practitioner  
                          & 
           Lactation Consultant 

• Pediatrician/MD      
           Partners

Who we are

latchedonpaediatrics@gmail.com

We focus on tongue/lip tie 
releases and other complex 

nutrition, growth and 
development, sleep,  
post-partum depression and 
prenatal services.  
* Covered by OHIP *  

Call us today! 
Tara  (519)-222-0290 
Justin (226)-338-2128
Fax  (226)-215-3200 

www.latchedon.ca

 Home visits 
 available

Paediatric & Breastfeeding Services

Our Locations
St Jacobs Midwives 

Fridays 10AM - 5 PM 

Starting August 1st 2019 
737 Belmont Ave W., Unit 3 
Kitchener, ON, N2M 1P3 

 

 10AM-5PM

Blue Line Club, and their 
games over to the St. Cle-
ments arena for the sea-
son. The township said it 
would make every effort 
to accommodate ice users 
in St. Clements. 

“What can you do? It’s 
frustrating, completely 
unforeseen, but it is what 
it is, and we have to deal 
with it as we go,” said 
Terry Brick of the Apple-
jacks. “We just came off 
from a championship sea-
son, and we were looking 
forward to the next year. 
This kind of puts a damp-
er on it.

“I just hope the fans 
understand and continue 
to watch over in St. Cle-
ments.”

The team will be meet-
ing again with the town-
ship in mid-July to sort 
out logistics.

The Twin Centre Mi-
nor Hockey Association 

will also be using the 
St. Clement arena solely 
moving forward. Organi-
zation president David 
Dienesch  released a post 
outlining his thoughts on 
the matter on last Friday.

“In light of this unfor-
tunate situation, I want 
to ensure our players, 
families, members, and 
volunteers understand 
that our minor hockey 
association will be work-
ing very closely with the 
Township of Wellesley 
in the short term to 
work through our ice re-
quirements for all Twin 
Centre Minor Hockey 
Association teams for the 
upcoming season,” said 
Dienesch, adding that 
they will update all in-
volved as more informa-
tion becomes available.

There has been no deci-
sion made yet on whether 
to renovate or rebuild 
the arena. The township 
is currently looking into 
possibilities for provin-

cial and federal funding. 
Some events, including 

the ABC Festival and the 
Wellesley Fall Fair, will 
not be affected due to 
timing - both occur be-
fore the snowfall. There 
were no safety concerns 
with the roof above the 
Jacks gym, which will re-
main open to the public.

Wellesley has decided 
replacing the roofing as-
sembly is not a feasible 
option, as the arena and 
many of its components 
have reached their ex-
pected lifespan, requiring 
many other additional 
upgrades beyond simply 
redoing the roof.

Phillip Morris, whose 
family rented out the 
arena in 2018 for the 
roller skating club, Retro 
Rollers, said that the roof 
leakage in the arena was 
not a huge secret in town.

“There’s been some-
thing wrong with the roof 
for years,” said Morris. 
“The roof was leaking 

while we were roller 
skating. We had to shut 
it down a couple of times 
actually because there 
was too much water on 
the floor, which we let 
them know about, and 
told them constantly 
about it.”

Others pointed to hu-
midity issues with the 
arena, a problem that saw 
the installation of a dehu-
midifier.

“The surprising thing 
for me was they just put 
solar all up in the roof for 
the last three years. And 
it’s like; the roof wasn’t 
able to handle that? You 
did all this work, and now 
your roof ’s no good?” said 
Brick.

“You’d think someone 
would have said before ... 
you do that kind of work 
and money that the roof 
is good for another 10 or 
15 years before you have 
to redo everything. I feel 
like they missed the boat 
somewhere.”
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Some $300,169 transferred from the Grand River Con-
servation Foundation (GRCF) to the Woolwich Walter 
Bean Trail Reserve Fund will be used for the future 
development of the Walter Bean Trail in Woolwich, 
township council decided last week. The trail will 
eventually run 78 kilometres in proximity to the Grand 
River, extending the existing Cambridge-to-Hamilton 
trail system as one continuous pathway through 
Kitchener, Waterloo, and Woolwich to north of West 
Montrose.

Construction is set to start next week on a $2.7-million 
upgrade to the Conestogo Dam near Glen Allan. The 
work involves upgrades to the stilling basin, which 
calms the water as it surges through the dam gates. 
The stilling basin can currently handle flows of 700 
cubic metres per second (cms), while the dam gates are 
capable of releasing 1,400 cms. The upgrades will bring 
the stilling basin up to the same capacity as the gates.

From the July 4, 2009 edition of The Observer
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

ON THE MONEY TRAIL FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Waterloo high schools see funding per student axed
Shortfall being made up by temporary “job protection fund” and redeploying learning support teachers to classrooms

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Waterloo Region high 
schools are facing a steep 
18 per cent cut to teach-
ers’ salary funding in the 
upcoming school year, 
according to budget num-
bers released by the pub-
lic school board, as the 
province pushes for larger 
class sizes in Ontario sec-
ondary schools.

The shortfall in provin-
cial funding of $22 mil-
lion to the Waterloo Re-
gion is being most acutely 
felt in secondary schools, 
where the government 
has mandated class sizes 
be increased by almost a 
fifth, from an average of 
22 students per teacher to 
classes of 28. The move 
effectively eliminates 
funding for every fifth 
classroom in Ontario high 
schools and, with those 
classrooms, one-in-every-
five teaching positions as 
well.

The reduction in salary 
funding is being partial-
ly offset by a temporary 
“Teacher Job Funding 
Protection Allocation” 
of $19.6-million to the 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board (WRDSB), 
said Matthew Gerard, 
the board’s coordinating 
superintendent, business 
services and treasurer.

“Now the ministry has 
provided us with some 
attrition protection fund-
ing, and that helps to 
bridge most of the gap,” 
said Gerard. “But we have 
a little bit of ground to 
make up, and we had to 
make some budget deci-
sions to help balance off 
the budget. To make sure 
we were able still allocate 

those high level of re-
sources to the classroom 
to make sure we are main-
taining those ratios.”

The stopgap measure, 
also called the attrition 
protection funding, 
was introduced in 
response to a se-
vere backlash 
from public ed-
ucators, wor-
ried about 
sudden job 
losses. 
Though 
the 
prov-
ince 
aims 
to 
cut 

one-in-five secondary 
school teaching posi-
tions, it has said it would 
like the change to come 
about through attrition, 
such as teacher retire-
ments and voluntary res-
ignations, over a period 
of a few years.

However, the extra 
funding is set to expire 
in four years, leaving 
schools and school 
boards forced to make do 
with less in the long run.

The attrition funding 
also fell short of covering 
the $22 million cut in the 
2019-20 budget. While 
the province has stated it 
will fund classrooms at 28 
students to a teacher, the 
ratio is predetermined by 
the teachers’ union con-
tracts with the province, 
which expire this August.

“What this ultimately 
means for us is that al-

though funding has gone 
down, our collective 
agreements stipulates 
that we have to maintain 
the ratio that we were 
previously at. So that 
22-to-1 in secondary, as 
opposed to the 28:1 that 
we were funded at,” said 
Gerard.

To make up the rest 
of the difference, the 
WRDSB had to find 
savings where it could, 
including by pulling 33 
full-time learning sup-
port teachers (LSTs) from 
the learning services 
program to teach in the 
classrooms.

“The changes 
introduced by 
the ministry for 
2019-20 have 
severely re-
stricted our 
ability 
to in-

vest in new personnel, 
programs or services 

for the system,” reads 
the WRDSB budget. 

“And ultimately, 
it required staff 

to undertake 
a review of 

existing 
services 

and 

programs to identify 
areas where we could 
implement restraint mea-
sures in order to balance 
the budget.”

WRDSB trustees ap-
proved a balanced budget 
for the upcoming 2019-20 
school that, on the sur-
face, appears virtually 
unchanged from the year 
before. Total spending 
rose by a nominal 0.1 
per cent to $775-mil-

lion, from last year’s 
$774-million, sug-

gesting a freeze 
on school 

board bud-
get in-

creases.
However, of that 

$775-million on the 
books, $19.6-million is 
due to the temporary job 
protection fund. Funding 
for all secondary school 
teachers’ salaries in Wa-
terloo Region, meanwhile, 
decreased by $21 million 
from what it would have 
been had funding lev-
els been kept the same. 
Grades JK through 8, by 
comparison, saw a net 
reduction of $1.7 million.

All other funding for 
school boards outside of 
teacher salary funding 
was held mostly the same, 
or increased slightly, 
from 2018-19. At the same 
time, a growth in student 
population also pushed 

government subsidies 
upwards, as the 

majority of fund-
ing to school 

boards is 
based on 

the 

num-
ber of 

students 
enrolled.
“I'd say really 

what this budget 
does is it puts us in a 

position to look at the 
resources that we have to 

support our students, and 
make sure that we're pro-
viding as much support 
as we possibly can,” said 
Gerard. “So last year looks 
different than this year. 
We need to be more mind-
ful of the resources we 
have, and how we support 
all of our students.”
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•RAY FREDERICK 
•COLIN KROPF 
•JEFF JOHNSON

 All sale prices exclude 
H.S.T, and License Fee. 
Fixed rates, based on 

bi-weekly payments O.A.C. 
Finance rates are only good 

for date of publication.

Need
A New

Vehicle?
Visit us
today!

Call one of
our sales reps

today!

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2019 JEEP CHEROKEE TRAILHAWK ELITE 4X4
Very capable 4 wheel drive with awesome Trailhawk package 
including Jeep Active drive 11. Nicely equipped with 3.2 liter V6 engine 
, heated and ventilated leather seats, panoramic sunroof, power 
liftgate, heated steering wheel, Apple Car Play, Android Auto,remote 
start and more. Previous daily rental. Finished in black.Has only 22,900 
kilometers. $35,995.

242
84 mths
 5.99%

$

2018 DODGE DURANGO RT AWD
Awesome performance with 5.7 liter V8 Hemi engine, 8-speed 
automatic transmission, all-wheel-drive, 7 passenger seating, 
sport performance hood, Navigation, heated leather seats, 20 inch 
granite steel wheels, power sunroof, dual exhaust, power liftgate 
and much more. Previous daily rental. Finished in Billett metalic. 
Has 54,900 kilometers. $42,995.

290
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2018 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4  STERLING EDITION
25TH Anniversary edition loaded with options including 
heated front and second row leather seats,,Navigation,20 
inch wheel package,Apple Car Play,Android Auto,power 
sunroof,back-up camera,remote start,blind spot and rear 
cross path detection and much more. Finished in velvet 
red.Only 27,400 kilometers.$42,995.

290
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2013 DODGE JOURNEY SXT
One owner trade-in with the excellent 3.6 liter V6 Pentastar 
engine, 6 speed automatic transmission, remote start, 
power driver’s seat, alloy wheels,fog lights and more. 
Finished in blue. Only 109,500 kilometers. $12,995.

117
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
Nice one owner trade-in.RT model with V6 engine, 
all-wheel drive, heated leather seats, Navigation, rear 
back-up camera, remote start and much more.
Finished in white. Has 85,700 kilometers. $18,995.

170
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2018 CHRYSLER PACIFICA TOURING- L PLUS
New generation mini-van loaded with Tri-Pane Panoramic 
sunroof, heated leather seats, dual Blu-Ray DVD players, 
Apple Car Play, Android Auto, 18 inch alloy wheels, rear 
back-up camera, power side doors and liftgate, blind spot and 
rear cross path detection and much more. Previous daily 
rental. Finished in velvet red.Only 21,300 kilometers. $38,995.

264
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2016 RAM 1500 LARAMIE CREW 4X4
In immaculate condition.Loaded with options including 
Navigation,heated and ventilated leather seats,power 
sunroof,heated steering wheel,trailer brake control,remote 
start,rear backup camera.Also loaded with accessories 
including hard folding tonneau cover,side steps and much 
more. Finished in pearl white.Only 84,300 kilometers.$36,995.

284
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2018 DODGE CHARGER SXT PLUS
Sporty performance sedan yet fuel efficient with 3.6 liter V6 
Pentastar engine and 8 speed automatic transmission. Has 
SXT Plus package with 8.4 inch Uconnect media,blind spot 
and cross path detection,back-up camera,remote start,power 
sunroof,heated seats,Bluetooth and much more.Previous daily 
rental . Finished in black.Only 20,500 kilometers.$30,995.

209
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

Crowd celebrates Canada Day at Elmira's Gore Park

Woolwich Township hosted its annual Canada Day party Monday evening at Gore Park in Elmira, with music and plenty of family fun on tap. The summery weather proved ideal for taking part in the demonstrations arranged by the fire department 
or just sitting around taking in the festivities. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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P O L I C E  R E P O R T

The Canada Day long 
weekend brought with it 
a road-safety blitz, with 
police taking part in an 
enforcement initiative 
throughout the province. 
The OPP’s zero-tolerance, 
traffic enforcement event 
was geared to make our 
roads safer. 

“We targeted the 'Big 
4' (impaired operation, 
speeding, seat-belts and 
distracted driving) as they 
significantly endanger 
drivers on our highways 
and we also looked for 
other driving offences that 
needed correcting,” said 
Sgt. Darryl Porterfield, traf-
fic management unit man-
ager with the Wellington 
County OPP.

As a result of the four-day 
initiative, Wellington Coun-
ty OPP laid numerous driv-
ing charges including 96 
for speeding, five for stunt 
driving, 17 for seatbelts, one 
for distracted driving, and 
17 for other Highway Traffic 
Acts offences. Four im-
paired drivers were charges 
and 10 drivers were charged 
for insurance act offences. 
Wellington County OPP 
also laid four marine relat-
ed charges and 16 provin-
cial offences. 

JUNE 22

 ■ 8:17 AM | A Wellington 
County  OPP officer was mon-
itoring traffic and conducting 
radar on Wellington Road 7 
in the Township of Mapleton 
when they observed a white 
sedan travelling westbound 
at a speed that appeared to 
be well above the posted 80 

km/h speed limit. The vehicle 
was locked on radar in excess 
of 135 km/h. A 41-year-old 
Cambridge man was charged 
with ‘race a motor vehicle’ 
and is scheduled to appear 
in Guelph Provincial Offences 
Court on September 4. The 
driver's licence and vehicle 
were seized for a period of 
seven days as per statute.

JUNE 23

 ■ 2:10 AM | Waterloo Re-
gional Police responded to 
a single-vehicle collision on 
Hunsberger Road in Wool-
wich Township, where an 
SUV driven by a 17-year-old 
Woolwich male had struck a 
hydro pole. The driver fled 
the scene but was located 
by police a short time later. 
He suffered minor injuries 
as a result of the collision. 
The investigation is ongoing 
and charges are pending. 
Anyone with information is 
asked to call police at 519-
570-9777.

JUNE 26

 ■ 8:00 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police are continuing 
to investigate after receiving 
a report of property damage 
at the Wellesley Arena. In the 
early morning hours, unknown 
suspects caused significant 
damage to the arena and 
surrounding property. Anyone 
with information is encour-
aged to call police at 519-
570-9777 ext. 6399 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

 ■ 10:00 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police are looking 
to identify and speak to the 

individual in connection to a 
report of a suspicious person 
call. On June 22, 2019, police 
received information that an 
individual approached a home 
in the area of Oriole Parkway 
in Elmira, rang the doorbell, 
and fled after hearing noise 
from the residence. Anyone 
with information is asked to 
call 519-570-9777 ext. 8422 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

JUNE 29

 ■ 3:40 PM | Wellington 
County OPP, along with 
Guelph Wellington Paramedics 
Services and Mapleton Fire/
Rescue, responded to a sin-
gle-vehicle collision involving 
a motorcycle on the 12th Line 
just south of Wellington Road 
11 in Mapleton Township. The 
operator of the motorcycle, a 
55 year-old Moorefield man, 
was transported to a local 
hospital where he was later 
pronounced dead. Police are 
asking anyone that may have 
witnessed the collision to call 
1-888-310-1122.

JULY 1

 ■ 11:41 AM Waterloo Re-
gional Police are continuing 
to investigate a report of an 
automated teller machine 
(ATM) theft, that was stolen 
from the grounds at the New 
Hamburg Community Centre 
sometime overnight June 30. 
The ATM was taken with an 
undisclosed quantity of cash. 
The investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information is 
asked to call police at 519-
570-9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS  
OF WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP

2018 Audited Financial Statements

Copies of the Township of Wellesley’s 2018 Audited 
Financial Statements are available free of charge 
at the Township Office, 4639 Lobsinger Line 
at Crosshill, or for download on the Township’s 
website, at www.wellesley.ca. 

These statements have been prepared in 
accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting 
Principles set for Canadian municipalities through 
the Public Sector Accounting Board. 

 

2019 Tax Rate Information

The Township of Wellesley 2019 tax rate information 
is available at the Township Office.  Tax rate 
information may be viewed or downloaded on the 
Township’s website. 

Theresa Bisch
Treasurer

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

elmirains@bellnet.ca

Since 
1926

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS • FARM LANEWAYS • SAND & GRAVEL

1-800-265-8764FREE
ESTIMATES

P.O. BOX 40, MOOREFIELD, ON  NOG 2K0

Putting on the blitz for the Canada Day long weekend
Woolwich still refining new plan for 
development in the stockyards area

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Beyond the farmers’ market 
and the livestock exchange, 
Woolwich sees the oppor-
tunity for a broader range 
of retail, office space and 
light industrial uses in the 
stockyards area south of St. 
Jacobs.

With that in mind, it’s 
been carrying out a so-
called secondary review of 
the area for several years, 
inching closer to new 
planning rules for land 
there. The review could see 
Woolwich get a piece of the 
action as the area undergoes 
something of a boom in new 
office space. There’s already 
been some movement there, 
and more is likely to follow 
if full municipal services are 
extended to lands surround-
ing the farmers’ market and 
the power centre.

The township is looking 
to expand the available uses 
of land in the area, from 
an office campus to mixed 
commercial applications. 
There’s also a bid to make 
the area more attractive and 
friendly to pedestrians and 
cyclists.

The latest round of public 
hearings on the secondary 

plan took place last week 
in council chambers, with 
landowners there looking 
for yet more tweaks to the 
plan in order to maximize 
their returns.

The owners of the 
Walmart-anchored big-box 
development, Smart Cen-
tres, for instance, wants 
to see the township lift re-
strictions on the minimum 
size of retail operations, 
throwing out the prospect 
of residential development 
as well.

Allowing for smaller store 
sizes would be in keeping 
with current market de-
mand, said Eldon Theodore, 
a planner with MHBC, 
which represents Smart 
Centres. 

The company has 180,000 
square feet of retail space, 
but another 124,000 sq. ft. 
sits unused. The last devel-
opment on the site was five 
years ago, he said, noting 
nothing new is likely to hap-
pen without changes by the 
township.

While Woolwich is look-
ing at store sizes, there’s 
currently no provision 
for residential uses in the 
stockyards area, nor is that 
likely, said director of engi-
neering and planning Dan 

Kennaley.
Noting the township 

has been working on the 
secondary plan for at least 
four or five years, Coun. 
Patrick Merlihan asked why 
the company was just now 
bringing up the prospect of 
residential development, 
suggesting the idea was 
interesting but perhaps ill-
timed.

Ron Palmer of the Plan-
ning Partnership, the firm 
handling the secondary re-
view for the township, not-
ed the process is looking to 
provide more opportunities 
for landowners in the stock-
yards area. That includes a 
broader retail range, along 
with commercial and indus-
trial uses. 

By 2031, the area could 
see some 185,000 square 
metres of floor space, up 
from less than 90,000 today, 
he said.

Still under construction, 
the secondary plan would 
ultimately determine the 
planned function of the 
stockyards, as well as ad-
dress other land-use, ser-
vicing transportation and 
environmental issues. It 
would be a way to finally de-
termine how the stockyards 
should develop and grow.

Relive it with a reprint.

Being in the paper is one
of life’s highlights.

We have photos 
to share.

observerxtra.com/photo-reprints

GET IT IN THE
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Pipeline decision a no-brainer given our oil addiction
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

No one is surprised Ot-
tawa is going ahead 
with plans for the Trans 

Mountain pipeline expansion 
project: it’s all about the mon-
ey, which trumps the environ-
ment no matter the rhetoric. 

Turning on the Alberta oil 
taps also provides a national 
unity benefit, easing the al-
ways simmering discontent 
in the Prairies. Not that B.C., 
which has its own version of 
western alienation, is going to 
make things easy. Splits in the 
Indigenous groups will also 
play a role, more discontent 
that will be particularly trou-
bling for a government that 
has been both vocal and active 
in dealing with those commu-
nities.

All of that pales in compar-
ison, however, to the profit 
that will come from extracting 

and transporting tar-sands 
oil. The oil lobby has been in-
cessant, with the employment 
prospects being a big carrot 
dangled before politicians. 
And the government stands 
to rake in billions of dollars, 
despite notoriously poor roy-
alties and low taxes on the in-
dustry – corporate tax revenue 
alone has been estimated at 
$500 million per year. Though 
Justin Trudeau has pledged to 
direct earnings towards green 
energy projects, the details 
remain up in the air.

Studies have shown that the 
project, which will give Alberta 
oil an outlet to the B.C. coast, 
is rife with hazards to the envi-
ronment, but the benefits out-
weigh the risks, say officials. 
No matter what, the decision 
was always going to be thus. 

A pipeline to funnel more 

tar sands bitumen to refineries 
may not be in keeping with 
plans to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions in the wake of 
climate change. And the inev-
itable spills will be harmful to 
the natural ecology along the 
pipeline corridor, with a major 
event potentially catastroph-
ic. Those opposed to fighting 
greenhouse gas emissions 
often cite economic reasons, 
saying we’d kill the economy 
by cutting back on energy 
production and manufactur-
ing. Again, it’s the dollars that 
matter.

Much of the public remains 
skeptical about pipelines.

The industry claims the 
technology is still the safest 
way of transporting oil. That’s 
true. It would take millions of 
trucks or railcars to move the 
oil, each providing numerous 

opportunities for spillage. 
But that doesn’t mean there’s 
no room for improvement, as 
problems occur far more fre-
quently that we hear about.

In Alberta alone there have 
been thousands of pipeline 
ruptures since 2005, spilling 
the equivalent of some 28 mil-
lion litres of oil. In 2010, for 
instance, the province’s pipe-
lines had some kind of failure 
every 1.4 days, releasing about 
3.4 million litres of oil.

Pipeline problems aren’t 
rare, industry claims notwith-
standing. In fact, they’re fairly 
commonplace. That said, the 
infrastructure still delivers far 
more oil and gas on a daily ba-
sis than is inevitably released 
at intervals. That being the 
case, supporters essentially 
tell us that the spills are the 
price of doing business, the 

business of feeding an oil 
addiction that shows no sign 
of abating soon no matter 
how much we talk of shift-
ing to electric cars and other 
non-petrol options for getting 
around. 

As long as we’re so reliant on 
oil, we’ll be taking it out of the 
ground and moving it around 
in large volumes. Oil offers us 
many advantages, which we 
may or may not choose to en-
joy over the many negatives. 
While we use the stuff, we’re 
all complicit in the pollution, 
habitat destruction and in-
creased cancer rates and other 
health problems that come 
with that arrangement.

That doesn’t mean, howev-
er, that we shouldn’t be more 
careful about how we do that 
while we go about finding al-
ternatives.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

Killing journalists is no big 
deal. “Get rid of them. Fake 
news is a great term, isn’t it? 
You don’t have this problem 
in Russia, but we do,” said 
Donald Trump to Vladimir 
Putin, the one international 
leader that he never criticis-
es or condemns. They were 
joking together at the G20 
summit meeting in Japan 
last Friday and Putin replied: 
“We also have. It’s the same.”

No it isn’t. Twenty-six 
Russian journalists have 
been murdered since Putin 
became president, and the 
Russian media have become 
very cautious about what 
they say. No journalists 
have been killed for political 
reasons in the United States 
on Trump’s watch, and the 

Journalists 
threatened by 

Saudis, U.S.

American media can still do 
their jobs. Some of them do, 
and some don’t, but there’s 
nothing new about that.

What is relatively new is 
that it’s getting seriously 
unhealthy for journalists in 
the Middle East to criticize 
the United States or its local 
allies. The highest-profile 
case of recent date was the 
slaughter of Saudi Arabian 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi 

Vacation travel, demand for air conditioning and politicians on the barbecue circuit all add to the hot air.

“We look at the Food Policy for Canada as a first 
step towards bringing food, farmers and the people 
of Canada who eat the food we produce, into the 
forefront of Canada’s agriculture policy priorities. 
We look forward to building upon this initial policy to 
create a food system that is more diverse, complex 
and resilient.”

National Farmers Union president Katie Ward on 
Ottawa’s new food policy

For Ontario to reach the average registered nurse 
staffing ratio in Canada, the province would need to 
hire 20,147 RNs. In 2018, Ontario had just 690 RNs 
per 100,000 Ontarians, compared to the Canadian 
average of 831. Newfoundland and Labrador, by 
contrast, has the best ratio with 1,123 RNs per 100,000 
residents.

Ontario Nurses' Association

SEE DYER | 07
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VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Elmira apartment proposals symptomatic of new development woes
Opposition to a pair of four-sto-
rey buildings proposed for 
Elmira – one a condominium 
on Ernst Street, the other rental 
apartments on Church Street 
– has met with stiff resistance 
from those in the respective 
neighbourhoods. Some of that 
will be attributed to NIMBY-ism, 
but that doesn’t negate the con-
cerns.

Both are symptomatic of 
policies that are forcing high-
er densities on every Ontario 
municipality,  even though it’s 
not warranted in most cases. So-
called brownfield development 
– infilling of existing neighbour-
hoods – is particularly prone 
to inappropriate development, 
the kind that doesn’t match the 
existing homes. That’s why such 
projects typically aren’t greeted 
by residents.

For officials, the ends justify 
the means: it doesn’t matter 
what the residents want, what’s 
appropriate or what the long-
term problems are (traffic, 
congestion, crime, architectur-
al monstrosities), as the goal 
– achievable or otherwise – is to 
increase density.

The neighbours’ concerns 
are not unexpected. They arise 
with pretty much every new de-
velopment of any size, in every 
community. There are legitimate 
worries about increasing densi-
ties and how they’ll fit into the 
existing neighbourhood. Once 
built – and developer-driven 
growth almost always proceeds, 
whether by legal force or com-
plicit officials – the problems are 
rarely as bad as the worst-case 
scenario, but the project almost 
never provides a benefit to the 
established residents.

That’s where the pursuit of 
dollars – the reason for develop-
ment – and a provincially-im-
posed mandate of increased den-
sities and infilling of brownfield 
sites conspire against residents 
of many a neighbourhood.

In theory, these projects are 
the kind of infilling now touted 
as the standard to combat the 

suburban sprawl that has shaped 
the way we live for the past five 
or six decades.

In making a case for the proj-
ects, developers talk about the 
need for forms of housing aside 
from single-family homes, par-
ticularly in relation to seniors 
looking to downsize but stay in 
Elmira. Last week’s presentation 
to council also touched on the 
proximity to the downtown core 
and other amenities. It’s in keep-
ing with the focus on walkable 
communities and mixed-use 
and compact neighbourhoods, 
though we’ve heard far more talk 
of this in the region, the province 
and the country than we’ve actu-
ally seen delivered. 

Clearly, the more utopian 
arguments come from those 
who’ve visited Europe, where 
densities are higher and people 
live within an easy walk or bike 
ride of most of the amenities of 

daily living. Because most com-
munities developed before the 
advent of the automobile, they’re 
very much people-centric as op-
posed to the car-centered towns 
and cities of North America. A 
development like this – or any 
other project – is not going to 
change that, so traffic and park-
ing will be a problem. And likely 
worse than claimed, as officials 
continue to overestimate how 
many people will opt for alterna-
tives over having a car.

This is not Europe, where peo-
ple actually do walk and cycle as 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

a means of transportation, not 
just recreation. Public transit 
is convenient and well used. In 
short, the antithesis of how we 
do things here. Living there, you 
can quite easily do without a car. 
That’s not true anywhere in the 
region, let alone in Woolwich.

Trouble is, that European ideal 
isn’t likely to translate here, the 
land of vinyl siding, asphalt and 
big-box retail.

In all the talk of more hu-
man-scale communities, there’s 
no mention of aesthetics. For 
me, that’s the make-it-or-break-
it part of the equation: our ugly 
built environments foster nei-
ther pride of place nor a desire 
to be out on foot, interacting 
with the place where we live as 
something to enjoy in its own 
right. How the two Elmira build-
ings will look and fit into the 
neighbourhoods were key issues 
expressed by residents, though 

such considerations are typically 
given short shrift by officials.

It’s going to take a monumen-
tal effort at creating something 
better to get us out of the subur-
ban model: Shifting from our box 
of a house to our box of a car to 
the box where we shop and the 
box where we work. The insides 
may be nice and comfortable, 
as we shut out the world and 
the others who happen to live in 
the same town, but the shared 
spaces are not conducive to 
creating the kind of community 
envisioned by proponents of a 
liveable city.

When urban advocacy pioneer 
Jane Jacobs, for instance, argued 
that people make the city, she 
was countering the orthodoxy of 
pseudo-utopian planning that 
saw the destruction of inner cities 
in favour of ugly, soul-crushing 
concrete highrises that quickly 
became worse than slums, ulti-
mately torn down as a massively 
expensive – and not just in mone-
tary terms – failed experiment.

Cities and communities are 
about people, but the built en-
vironment helps to shape our 
perception of the place we live, 
either negatively or positively. Far 
too often, it’s the former and not 
the latter.

Planning paradigms shift – like 
anything else, there are trends 
– but is guided by developers 
out to maximize profits. That 
means cheapest and most-est, 
as in cramming as many units 
as possible into a given space. 
Politicians and bureaucrats fix-
ated on unsustainable growth, 
even though the long-term costs 
outweigh short-term gains, are 
happy to oblige. And in the few 
cases where that’s not the case, 
the legal system can be brought 
to bear.

The proposed Elmira develop-
ments are just another salvo in an 
ongoing war, largely of attrition, 
in which people attempt to have 
some control of their communi-
ties and homes. As anyone paying 
attention can see, the people are 
fighting a losing battle.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

in the Saudi embassy in 
Istanbul by a Saudi govern-
ment death squad. (‘Slaugh-
ter’ is the right word: they 
cut him up after they killed 
him.)

Khashoggi wrote for the 
Washington Post, so his 
murder attracted a lot of at-
tention, but the group facing 
the biggest threat are the 
journalists who work for the 
Al Jazeera Media Network. 
It’s the best news network in 
the Arab world (with a full 
English-language service 
as well), and it’s worried 
that Saudi Arabia is going 
to bomb its headquarters in 
Qatar.

In fact, the Al Jazeera 
management have been 
taking out full-page paid ads 

in leading world newspapers 
(e.g. New York Times June 
23, The Guardian June 19) 
pointing out that they now 
face a “credible death threat” 
from Saudi Arabia. Unfortu-
nately, they’re right.

It began with a tweet in 
mid-June from high-rank-
ing Saudi journalist Khaled 
al-Matrafi claiming that Al 
Jazeera’s headquarters in 
Doha, Qatar was “a legiti-
mate and logical target” for 
the Saudi-led, U.S.-backed 
coalition that has been 
bombing the living daylights 
out of Yemen for the past 
four years.

Al-Matrafi is not just some 
loose cannon. He is the for-
mer director of the Al Arabi-
ya news channel, originally 
founded by relatives of the 

Saudi royal family to counter 
criticism coming from Al 
Jazeera. He is also known 
to be close to the kingdom’s 
decision-makers (including 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman, who probably 
gave the orders to murder 
and dismember Jamal 
Khashoggi).

Twitter took down al-Ma-
trafi’s tweet after a day, but 
Al Arabiya is often used to 
convey official Saudi threats. 
When Saudi Arabia and 
its Arab allies imposed a 
blockade on the small Gulf 
sheikhdom of Qatar in 2017 
(partly to force it to close 
down  Al Jazeera), Al Ara-
biya’s general manager at 
the time, Abdulrahman al-
Rashed, warned that if Qatar 
did not submit Al Jazeera 

staff (94 nationalities) would 
be massacred when the inva-
sion came.

The invasion did not hap-
pen, probably due to Amer-
ican intervention, so Qatar 
is still independent and Al 
Jazeera is still in business. 
But Washington was trying 
to avoid embarrassment, not 
to save Al Jazeera. In fact, it 
generally sees the network 
as an enemy.

Back in 2001, when 
George Bush was planning 
the invasion of Afghanistan, 
Abu Dhabi, Saudi Arabia’s 
closest ally, urged him to 
bomb Al Jazeera’s office in 
Kabul and gave him its coor-
dinates. By an amazing co-
incidence, the United States 
did bomb the Al Jazeera 
office in Kabul a couple of 

 �DYER:  There's very little in the way of unthinkable when it comes to the ongoing mess that is the Middle East
FROM 6 weeks later.

By an even more amazing 
coincidence, exactly the 
same sequence of events 
led to the destruction of Al 
Jazeera’s Baghdad office 
during the U.S. invasion of 
Iraq in 2003. The U.S. was 
given the office’s co-ordi-
nates (by Al Jazeera itself 
this time), and U.S. forces 
proceeded to destroy the of-
fice – killing three journalists 
on that occasion.

So it’s understandable that 
the network’s journalists 
take a Saudi threat to attack 
them seriously, especially 
when it looks like the United 
States and Saudi Arabia are 
both thinking about going 
to war with Iran. Or rather, 
Saudi Arabia is pushing for 
America to go to war with 

Iran, while the Saudis (and 
the Israelis) cheer from the 
sidelines.

Qatar, a small peninsula 
sticking out into the Gulf 
from the Arabian coast, is 
directly between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia. It might not 
get invaded by Saudi Arabia 
in that hypothetical war, 
but would either the U.S. or 
Saudi Arabia take out Al Ja-
zeera’s headquarters if a war 
gave them the excuse? Of 
course they would.

Would Saudi Arabia do it 
even before that war starts, 
using the Yemen war as a 
pretext, as Khaled al-Matrafi 
suggested this month? Less 
likely, but not unthinkable. 
There’s not a great deal left 
that’s unthinkable in today’s 
Middle East. 
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: www.observerxtra.com/score

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

Woolwich’s summer camp is now underway, with a 
new slot for the Leader in Training program for teens 
12 to 16 years of age.  The program focuses on lead-
ership styles, goal-setting, teamwork skills, game/
activity planning, identifying bullying and prevention 
strategies, and offers tips for working with children 
and leading activities  in Woolwich’s Summer Day 
Camp programs. There is an expectation that youth 
volunteer with at least two weeks with the camp. The 
next session runs July 9-12.

Woolwich Township’s rec. department is offering up 
AquaMat classes starting July 5 at the WMC. A floating 
aquafit class, AquaMat sees participants stand, sit and 
move on floating mats in the pool, while participating 
in yoga, cardio and conditioning classes. Classes 
are also scheduled for July 19, August 2, 16, and 21.  

www.woolwich.ca

GETTING LIT TAKING TO THE MAT

SADDLING UP

Breslau’s Calhoun Stables plays host to the first stop of the Case IH Ultimate Rodeo Tour

The rodeo rides into town Friday evening
BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Competitive riders will be 
saddling up – or packing 
up their saddles, at least – 
and heading to the Breslau 
area Friday for the Wool-
wich Ultimate Rodeo.

The event is the first of 
five in the Case IH Ultimate 
Rodeo Tour, with some 120 
competitors expected to 
take part in a variety of ac-
tivities, including bareback 
riding, saddle bronc riding, 
barrel racing, bull riding 
and pole bending. There’ll 
be $20,000 in prize money 
up for grabs.

“This is the kick-off to 
the series this year,” said 
organizer Ross Millar.

Along with the RAM 
Rodeo Tour, this string of 
events makes up the most 
competitive field in Ontar-
io, he notes, adding there’s 
more than $300,000 in 
prize money available be-
tween the pair of tours.

The top competitors do 
the circuit, along with ro-
deos across eastern North 
America during the sum-
mer months, said Millar.

“This tour has the most 
money. The serious ones 
hit them all.”

Competitors are drawn 
from the likes of Michigan, 
Ohio, Illinois, Quebec and 
Ontario.

The Ontario tours in-
clude 15 stops this year, 
culminating with the New-
market RAM Rodeo Cham-
pionships in October.

“There’s $70,000 in priz-
es for that one alone,” said 
Millar.

Before that time, riders 
will be mounting up in lo-

cations ranging from Cha-
tham to Peterborough as 
the summer rolls along.

The number of top riders 
taking part always makes 
the Woolwich stop a popu-
lar one with spectators, he 

added.
“It’s always packed,” he 

said of the event’s crowds. 
“There’s such a variety of 
activities – there’s some-
thing for everyone in the 
family, for every age.”

Along with the competi-
tion, there will be demon-
strations of precision riding 
by the Canadian Cowgirls 
Rodeo Drill Team.

As with past years, pro-
ceeds from the event will 

go to the Canadian Diabe-
tes Association to help sup-
port research, education, 
service and advocacy.

Activities get underway 
at 6:30 p.m. – gates open at 
5 p.m. – July 5 at the Cal-

houn Stables, 1590 Durant 
Rd. in Breslau, about half-
way between Maryhill and 
Bloomingdale. More infor-
mation is available online 
at www.ultimaterodeotour.
com.

The Canadian Cowgirls Rodeo Drill Team will be putting on a demonstration at the event, which features bull riding and bronc riding. The Woolwich Ultimate Rodeo takes place tomorrow at Calhoun 
Stables, located between Maryhill and Bloomingdale. [SUBMITTED]
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L ater this week, Jenn 
and I will be going 
hiking. This is the one 

outdoors activity we have 
in common, since she does 
not enjoy canoeing, boating, 
fly fishing, hunting, target 
and clay pigeon shooting, 
orienteering, shooting cans 
with slingshots or practicing 
archery.

Instead, she loves hiking, 
which is the white bread of 
outdoors sports. And, there-
fore, so do I. 

Hiking, as a pastime, is 
as simple as it gets. In fact, 
hiking is what people in less 
developed countries call 
walking long distances. 

Basically, you put on a 
pack and you walk through 
the woods on hiking trails 
seeing new things, swatting 
new mosquitoes and cover-
ing as many kilometres as 
you are comfortable with. 

It’s a wonderful and 
healthy way to be active and 
enjoy the outdoors – ten 
kilometres of swatting mos-
quitoes, black flies and deer 
flies is the equivalent of two 
circuits around the Tour de 
France. 

In fact, hiking is perhaps 

NOT-SO-GREAT OUTDOORSMAN

Putting your foot in it
the most fun way you can 
have outside – if you cannot, 
for some reason, be canoe-
ing, boating, fly fishing, 
hunting, target or clay pi-
geon shooting, orienteering, 
shooting cans with sling-
shots or practicing archery. 
Not that I’m bitter.

If you are going to get se-
rious about hiking – which 
you must do if your partner 
does not enjoy canoeing, 
boating, fly fishing, hunt-
ing, target or clay pigeon 
shooting, orienteering, 
shooting cans with sling-
shots or practicing archery 
– you need a good pair of 
boots. Frankly, lacing up 
a good pair of boots is the 
only exciting thing about 
hiking. 

Hiking without a good 
pair of hiking boots is like 
licking  shredded cheese 
directly off the grater.  Yes, 
it can be done, but sooner or 
later, you are going to regret 
it. Don’t ask how I know.

A good pair of hiking 
boots must have two quali-
ties: they must fit comfort-
ably and have enough tread 
to grip the terrain you are 
walking over. 

I learned this a few 
years back when we went 
backpacking over miles 
and miles of slippery rocks 
covered in horrible-tasting 
moss. I only found out it 
tasted horrible because 
every time I slipped face 
first on the rocks I got a 

mouthful.  
Since then, I have invest-

ed in a better pair of hiking 
boots and this has made the 
difference when it comes to 
the amount of moss I con-
sume. A good pair of hiking 
boots will keep you upright 
on the trail and, if they fit 
you as they should, reduce 
or even eliminate blisters 
altogether. 

Going barefoot would 
also eliminate blisters but 
enhance the act of toe stub-
bery – which is an old En-
glish term for “Egads! I hit 
my #%$@! toe on the rock 
beneath that horrible tasting 
moss!”

Which leads me to the 
third thing good boots do – 
they protect your feet and 
ankles. 

All these things, you’ll 
note, are practical appli-
cations that have literally 
nothing to do with high 
fashion – just like me.

In fact, never in the his-
tory of the hiking boots has 
anyone worn them down a 
runway during International 
fashion week. But it’s not 
because designers are not 
trying. Some companies are 
now producing hiking shoes 
and boots that are both 
functional and cool looking. 

That’s all very well and 
good but I don’t need that.

In fact, I don’t care at all 
about how a hiking boot 
looks, so long as it has a 
good sole. 

• DRAINAGE TILES & REPAIRS,
   CATCH BASIN, ETC.
• RETAINING WALLS
• FOUNDATION REPAIRS

DENNIS KUEPFER - MILLBANK - (519) 595-4362

• SPECIALIZE IN SEWAGE
   TREATMENT SYSTEMS
• INSTALL & REPAIR SEPTIC TANKS
   HOLDING TANKS & WEEPING BEDS 
• SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Call us for a 
FREE quotation 

and legal review of 
your transactions!

BE READY FOR 
THE SPRING 

REAL ESTATE 
MARKET! 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

We’d love to share them in the next 
sports section.    Submit them online.

GET IT IN THEGOT SCORES?

observerxtra.com/score

RED, WHITE AND BOWL

The Elmira Lawn Bowling Club hosted its Canada Day Competition on Monday, seeing two dozen people compete on six 
greens. Teams vied for cash prizes and some Canada Day paraphernalia. Next week, players will be back on the Elmira 
lanes for the Beer Tourney on July 11.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Homestyle 
German Wieners

Store Made

WEEKLY SPECIALS

$15.99 REG. PRICE
$16.99 /box

Turkey Summer 
Sausage Chubs

Prime Rib Roasts 
or Rib Steaks

Beef & Pork 
Burgers

REG. PRICE
$4.99 /ctn.

$4.49

$3.99
3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$10.99

Pork 
Butts

Bone-in (Perfect for pulled pork)

REG. PRICE
$3.49 /lb.

$2.99

REG. PRICE
$16.00 ea.

$15.00

Smoked 
Bacon Bits

Store MadeSUPER SPECIAL

Store Made

REG. PRICE
$4.49 /lb.

REG. PRICE
$14.99 /lb.

Store Made (12 x 4 oz.)

Specials from July 8th - July 14th
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Notice of the Passage of a Development Charge 
By-Law by The Regional Municipality of Waterloo
Take Notice  that the Council of The Regional Municipality of Waterloo 
passed By-Law 19-037(the “By-law”) respecting Regional Development 
Charges on the 26th day of June, 2019 under section 2 of the Development 
Charges Act, 1997 (the “Act”);

And Take Notice that any person or organization may appeal the By-law to 
the Ontario Municipal Board under section 14 of the Act, by filing with the 
Clerk of The Regional Municipality of Waterloo a notice of appeal setting out 
the objection to the By-law and the reasons supporting the objection. The 
last day for appealing the By-law is August 6, 2019.

The By-law applies to all lands within the geographic boundaries of The 
Regional Municipality of Waterloo and, accordingly, no key map is provided 
in this notice.

The By-law imposes development charges for the following services: Airport, 
General Government, Library Services (Townships), Operations, Paramedic 
Services, Police Service, Transit Services (Cities), Transportation, Waste 
Management (Diversion),Wastewater Treatment and Water Supply. 
Development charges are imposed with respect to all residential and 
non-residential development, subject to certain exemptions and discounts. 
The rates set out in the By-law are effective August 1, 2019 and are subject 
to adjustment on December 1 of each year thereafter in accordance with 
the Act.

A copy of the complete By-law is available for examination in the Office of 
the Regional Clerk, 150 Frederick Street, 2nd Floor, Kitchener, Ontario N2G 
4J3.  Regular office hours are Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The 
By-law is also available at www.regionofwaterloo.ca.

If you have any questions or inquiries about the By-law, please contact
Erin Gray, Financial Analyst, Development Charges at 519-575-4757 x 3623.

Elmira Expos sit atop South Perth Men’s Fastball standings
ON THE DIAMOND

The Elmira Expos are tied with the Shakespeare Falcons for top spot in the South Perth Men's Fastball League.  [FILE PHOTO]

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

The Elmira Expos are 
topping the standings in 
the South Perth Men’s 
Fastball League as they 
approach the halfway 
point of the season, put-
ting them in a prime po-
sition as they head into 
this year’s Cephas Roth 
Memorial Tournament in 
Tavistock next week.

The Expos suffered 
their first loss of the sea-
son to the Ponsonby Sting 
last week, an 11-10 deci-
sion that went 10 innings. 
But the men were able 
to recover by Thursday 
last week in a home game 
against the Nith River 
Monsters. The Monsters 
kept the Elmira team at 
bay with ten strikeouts 
in that game, which was 
played in the evening at 
the Industrial ball dia-
mond on 32 Park St. W., 
but the Expos kept the 
pressure on, holding the 
visitors to two runs while 
putting up four of their 
own in turn.

The Expos are sharing 
the top spot in a neck-
and-neck race with the 
Shakespeare Falcons. The 

teams are 4-1, just a game 
ahead of the second place 
Nith River Monsters at 3-1. 
The top three teams are 
breaking away from the 
pack, with the Ponsonby 
Sting taking the distant 
third place with a record 

of 1-4.
The men will be back 

at the Industrial ball di-
amond at 8:45 p.m. this 
evening to take on the 
visiting St. Paul’s Generals 
for a late evening match. 
The Generals are at 0-4 

in the standings, putting 
a win within the home 
team’s grasp.

The Nith River Mon-
sters, meanwhile, will 
be facing off against the 
Shakespeare Falcons on 
Sunday in Shakespeare. 

A win for the Nith River 
here over the Falcons 
could see the Expos pull 
into the lead and knock 
the Falcons out of the 
shared first place spot in 
the league.

The Expos kicked off 

the season in late May, 
and will be playing on 
into late August, with 
home games typically 
falling onto Thursday eve-
nings. The year-end tour-
nament, meanwhile, is set 
for September 6 and 7.

HOME HARDWARE STORES LIMITED  34 Henry Street West, St. Jacobs

50 Years In The Hardware Industry
On Friday, June 28th, Roger Ritter was recognized for his 50 years 
in the hardware industry with a gold hammer presentation.  

Roger celebrated his last day at Home Hardware, and moves 
on to retirement.  Roger worked his 50 years as a Material 
Handler on the Day Shift at the Dealer Support Centre in  
St. Jacobs.

Congratulations Roger on this lifetime achievement, and 
thank you for your years of service at Home Hardware!
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iPad Air
32 GB

$29999
was
$33999

APPLE
MacBook Air

$49999
  reg.
$54999

Intel i5 425ou, 1.3 ghz
4 gig x 128 gig SSD
11" screen • Mojave OS
 

APPLE
MacBook Air

$59999
  reg.
$69999

Intel i5 425ou, 1.3 ghz
4 gig x 128 gig SSD
13" screen • Mojave OS
 

Wow! $100 Off!

Laptops, iPads, MacBooks

iPad 4
16 GB

$19999
was
$23999

$17999

UNLOCKED
APPLE

iPHONES
FROM

$$$

Lenovo T520 Laptop

$32999

15.6”, Intel i5 
2.3 GHz, 8 GB RAM,
128 GB-SSD, 
Windows OS

Lenovo T520 Laptop

9999

2.3 GHz, 8 GB RAM,

Lenovo T520 Laptop

9999

Lenovo T520 LaptopLenovo T520 Laptop

9999

HP EliteDesk 800 PC

$54999

FAST: Intel i7, 3.2 GHz,
16 GB RAM, 256 GB-SSD,

RADEON 7650A, Windows OS
SPECIAL

Second
Location  920 St. David St. N.

FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16 GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32 GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HP ProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE 
MacBook Pro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-

 112 Bonnie Cres. (at Union)
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

Bring in your repairs or
call for on site service.

We fix all brands!

www.realitybytescomputers.com Promo Code
NSP-SCPN-WOOB

Canada

 Belmore, Mill Bank, Milverton 
Special Clinic Days Available 
Call Jory at 1-855-780-9257

 Cambridge Hespeler 
1 Hespeler Road 

Call Jennifer at 1-855-776-1982

 Cambridge St. Andrews 
190 St. Andrews Street 

Call Ralinda at 1-855-776-8647

 Fergus 
100 McQueen Boulevard 

Call Isabella at 1-855-777-8720

 Guelph 
2-690 Woolwich Street 

Call Rachel at 1-855-778-1822

 Kitchener 
558 Belmont Avenue West 

Call Rachel at 1-855-778-2661

 Kitchener – Fairway 
500 Fairway Road South 

Call Nicole at 1-855-779-7753

 Listowel 
1195 Wallace Avenue North 

Call Dawn at 1-855-780-9257

 Mitchell 
Special Clinic Days Available 
Call Barb at 1-855-781-1140

 Stratford 
295 Huron Street 

Call Barb at 1-855-781-1140

 Waterloo 
304-99 Northfield Drive East 
Call Nicole at 1-855-781-1145

[1] Please allow up to 45 days for the reward miles to appear in your collector account. ®†™†Trademark of AIR MILES 
International Trading B.V. Used under license by LoyaltyOne Inc. and HearingLife Canada Ltd. No-cost Hearing 
tests are provided to adults ages 19 and older. A fee will apply for a copy of your audiogram. Child hearing tests 
are conducted at select locations for a fee, please contact us for more information.New customers only, limited 
to one-time use. Expires 07/31/19. [2] This limited-time offer applies to ADP and private sales of select models of 
hearing aids and is subject to change without notice. Some conditions may apply. Please see clinic for details. 
Expires 07/31/19. [3] Please see clinic for the full list of member discounts. Present membership card at time of 
purchase. Limit one use per customer per year. Expires 07/31/19. [4] This is a free service regardless of make, 
model, or where you bought your hearing aids. No purchase required. Limit one use per customer per year. Get a 
3 month supply of batteries when you join our battery club. No purchase required. See clinic for details. Expires 
07/31/19. One-time offer limited to one use per client.

SIZZLING
LIMITED TIME

COUPONS
Summer

HEAR FOR THE SUMMER!
The summer is a wonderful time to socialize with 
family and friends. But if you struggle to hear well, 
this time of year can leave you feeling overwhelmed 
and frustrated. That’s why we’re celebrating the 
summer with these limited-time coupons!

FREE HEARING TEST  
+ GET 25 AIR MILES® REWARD MILES1

10% off HEARING AIDS FOR TRUSTED 
PARTNER MEMBERS3

FREE CLEAN & CHECK + 3 MONTH  
SUPPLY OF BATTERIES4

$1000 off  
THE LATEST DIGITAL HEARING AIDS2

UP 
TO

Combine and redeem these coupons. Call to book your 
FREE hearing test or visit HearingLife.ca/Summer

TRUSTED PARTNER OF
TM

 
MANY THANKS to the following for their 

support and involvement!

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Clinic 

Bridgeland Terminals
Canadian Heritage
Elmira Ear & Hearing 

Elmira Fire Department 
Elmira Foodland
Elmira Gift Outlet
Elmira Sugar Kings
Good Auto Parts 
Jack & Danica

 

Josslin Insurance  

 

Optimist Club of Elmira  
Rick Rossini

Robin in the Hood
Schelter Office Plus
SOS Physiotherapy

The Bargain Shop
Township Recreation & 
Facilities Services Staff  

Woolwich Summer Camp Staff
Woolwich Thrashers Sledge 

Hockey 

Canada Day!

GOT
SCORES?

Submit them online

We’d love to share
them in the next
sports section.

observerxtra.com/score

GET IT IN THE
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: observerxtra.com/enterprise

As of this week, the federal government has increased 
the maximum Old Age Security (OAS) pension amount 
to $607.46, and the maximum Guaranteed Income 
Supplement (GIS) amount to $907.30 for single se-
niors and to $546.17 for each member of a couple. An 
estimated 500,000 low-income single seniors (about 
8% of seniors) will have benefitted from the maximum 
additional annual amount of $2,097 in 2019 compared 
to what they would have received in 2015.

The Region of Waterloo, along with Wellington, Duf-
ferin and Simcoe counties, will submit an expression 
of interest to the province to work together as a 
service system manager for the Employment Ontario 
programs, regional council decided last week. The 
province is planning to change the model for employ-
ment services across Ontario. The province will select 
prototype communities to pilot a new model.

OAS INCREASES WORK PROGRAMS

Accreditation 
Number: 38988

Elmira BIA closer to a community improvement plan
Getting the CIP in place will allow the downtown business group to apply for grants to upgrade core infrastructure

SPRUCING UP THE CORE

An early concept drawing from Stempski Kelly Associates (SKA) Inc. depicting how a CIP could be used to beautify downtown Elmira. The drawing was only 
intended for demonstration purposes, and the landscape firm is in the process of creating a more comprehensive urban design guideline document. Ultimately, 
how the downtown area looks will depend on the work businesses choose to do on their businesses. [SUBMITTED]

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

 The Elmira Business 
Improvement Area (BIA) 
is putting the finishing 
touches on a new plan that 
aims to spruce up the down-
town area. Its community 
improvement plan (CIP) 
introduces a host of new 
financial incentives that, if 
approved by Township of 
Woolwich council, will open 
up a raft of new funding 
for businesses in the core 
looking to make material 
improvements to their busi-
nesses.

Potentially hundreds or 
thousands of dollars will 
be on offer for Elmira’s 
downtown businesses in-
terested in renovating and 
upgrading their storefronts, 
either through grants or 
loans for work such as 
façade improvements, sign 
replacements and public art 
installations.

“The Community Im-
provement Plan: Improving 
the Public Realm is the true 
title of the document. At its 
roots, it's an economic de-
velopment tool,” explained 
Jon Clay, chair of the Elmira 
BIA board, which is a com-
mittee of township council.

More than just an ex-
ercise, the CIP is a legal 
requirement that gives the 
township real power to 
provide grants and loans to 
businesses in Elmira. Last 
year the BIA, which counts 
some 100 businesses in its 
membership, increased its 
levy fees on members for 
the first time in its 30-year 
history to take in $50,000 a 
year. The CIP allows the BIA 
to reinvest that money back 
into member businesses to 

improve the community.
“The BIA had heard lots 

of comments from business-
es downtown, even the pub-
lic in general, that it needed 
some work,” said Clay. “And 
we wanted to invest some of 
the money that we've been 
getting from our new levy 
increase, and put it to good 
use. And not just put things 
down ... that was just a park 
bench here, a bike rack 
there, a new planter box, 
that was dictated by the four 
or five board members that 
we are.”

There are eight financial 
incentive programs being 
proposed for the plan, 
which still requires town-
ship council approval before 

it can be implemented. The 
key one is the façade incen-
tive program, which would 
essentially see the BIA put 
up its accumulated levy dol-
lars to fund improvement 
projects.

Businesses will be able 
to apply for funding for 
projects such as restorative 
work to their storefronts, 
façade improvements and 
redesigns, cleaning, mason-
ry, brick or woodwork, and 
replacement or repair work 
on doors, windows, awnings 
and more. The BIA would 
potentially support a third 
of the costs up to $5,000 
through an interest-free 
loan, or provide a grant of a 
third up to $3,000.

Woolwich.
“With something like 

this, we have a much better 
chance of garnering those 
funds from the govern-
ment,” said Clay. “As I men-
tioned at council ... they 
might not have seen the last 
of me either.”

The township has yet to 
put money into the incen-
tive program just yet, notes 
Elmira Coun. Scott McMil-
lan.

“The township hasn't put 
any money forward yet. The 
BIA worked to increase the 
money they collect from 
the BIA businesses so they 
could fund the creation of 
the CIP,” said McMillan, 
who is council’s representa-
tive on the board.

Asked if the township 
might contribute to funding 
the incentive programs, he 
said it would have to be a 
decision made by council. 

“It might. So we could 
just rely on provincial and 
federal funding. We could 
look to have money from 
the BIA. Or we could look 
at money from the town-
ship. But that would all be 
decisions to be made going 
forward. Approving the CIP 
doesn't commit us to any 
funding from the township 
or any funding from the 
BIA.”

The CIP will be returning 
to council later this month 
for final approval, after 
which implementation of 
the plan can begin. The CIP 
calls for the creation of an 
advisory committee to re-
view applications for grants 
and loans, and the creation 
of an “urban design guide-
line” to create a guide for 
improvements to the down-
town core. 

Beyond the façade are 
programs for signage re-
placements, repairs and 
redesigns (a grant of 50 per 
cent up to $1,500), land-
scape grants (50 per cent 
up to $2,500) and building 
improvements (50 per cent 
up $3,500 for an interest 
free loan, or up to $2,000 for 
a grant). The BIA is also will-
ing to foot half the bill for 
design and environmental 
studies (up to $2,500), cov-
ering site plans, engineering 
or architectural drawings, 
and structural analysis, and 
will chip in to bring busi-
nesses up to current accessi-
bility standards as well with 
an accessibility grant.

“The truth is, not all of 

them will be put in place 
in any given year,” cau-
tioned Clay about the eight 
incentive programs being 
proposed. “We are likely 
going to be focusing on the 
façade improvement one 
this year, and then allocate 
funds towards that. A lot 
of that has to do with [the 
façade program being] a big 
reason why this whole thing 
started.”

The CIP allows the Elmi-
ra BIA to begin to dole out 
the funds to businesses for 
projects like the façade pro-
gram. But, more than that, 
having a CIP is a prerequi-
site to apply for even more 
funding from governments, 
including the Township of 
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Thurs and Fri. the �irst 30 
customers will be eligible to 

buy Balderson Medium 
Cheddar at $3.45 lb! 

Maximum 2 lbs. per customer. 
(the price of 30 years ago)

 
With a purchase of $50.00

or more, you receive a
FREE jar of Homemade Jam.

 
We feel blessed to have the 

opportunity to serve you 
for 30 years.

We Thank-you for your 
continued support!www.kitchenkuttings.com

10% OFF ALMOST
STOREWIDE

including:
Cookies, Crackers, Snacks, 

Candy, Baking Chocolate, All 
Nuts,  Sugar, Flour, Soup Bases, 

Cereals, Pastas, Gourmet 
Dressings, Drink Crystals, 
Jello’s,  Wilton Products, 

Popping Corn, Jellies, Pickles & 
Relishes, Apple Butter & 
Honey, Fudge & Brittles, 

Seasonings & Spices, Pastas & 
Rice, Sauces & Spreads, 

Flavorings & Soup Bases, 
Frozen Tart & Pie Pastries, 

Coffee & Teas, and much more! 

Our Sale Excludes Local Milk & Eggs, Cheese, 
Gift Baskets, and Maple Products.

We will be serving refreshments from 
Thurs – Sat. We look forward to seeing you!

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

A s an industry, On-
tario’s 1,200 pork 
producers have long 

been forward thinkers.
They were committed 

to communicating about 
their sector, and support-
ing agricultural commu-
nications broadly, before 
many others had even 
started thinking about it. 

Part of it was visionary; 
part was borne out of ne-
cessity. Environmentalists 
and activists criticized 
their production meth-
ods and targeted them in 
much the same way that 
other sectors are now 
feeling the heat. Pork 
producers responded by 
banding together under 
Ontario Pork, hiring some 
of the best communica-
tors around and working 
up campaigns to educate 
the public about who they 
were and what they do. 

In fact, some of the 
modern day get-to-know-a 
farmer programs owe a 
nod of gratitude to pork 
producers’ early efforts. 
There’s no question they 
were at the head of this 
movement.

As well, they’ve been 
leaders in supporting 
research, almost exclu-
sively at the University of 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Timely investment in pork sector by province
Guelph, to advance their 
environmental and pro-
duction agendas. They 
were early at the table 
when the province urged 
the agricultural sector to 
invest in itself and be a 
research partner, which is 
one of Ontario Pork’s core 
values. 

That forward thinking 
approach had a positive 
effect overall on the indus-
try, and on its relationship 
with the province. There’s 
a huge difference in cul-
ture when you’re a partner 
– besides showing buy-in, 
you also get a stronger say 
in setting priorities. That’s 
something the agriculture 
sector has become very 
good at, listening to its 
own members as well as 
consumers, and investing 
where the money will do 
the most good.

Research is one of those 
areas. On Tuesday, pork 
producers took another 
step forward when Ontario 
Pork partnered with the 
province, the University 
of Guelph and the Ontar-
io government (through 
the Agricultural Research 
Institute of Ontario) to 
announce a new research 
facility would be built at 
the newly expanded Elo-

ra Research Station. The 
province will contribute 
$12 million; pork producers 
will commit $3 million to 
the facility.

Pork research is current-
ly conducted at the facility 
near Arkell, which used 
to be a remote locale. But 
Guelph’s south end has 
grown, and continues to 
do so, making the relative-
ly isolated Elora station 
much more suitable. The 
province and other live-
stock sectors – notably, 
dairy and beef – have 
already invested in infra-
structure there, as well. 

It’s expected construc-
tion of the facility will take 
about three years. The 
university says research-
ers will use the facility 
for wide-ranging studies, 
including animal health, 
nutrition and welfare, con-
sumer-oriented research, 
environmental factors, 
genetics and genomics, 

nutrient management and 
reproduction.

Ontario Pork generates 
$2.8 billion in econom-
ic output annually, and 
is responsible for more 
than $14,200 jobs. Eric 
Schwindt, chair of Ontario 
Pork, says the Elora in-
frastructure will advance 
knowledge and support the 
development of new tech-
nologies and practices. 

“This new facility will 
draw industry investment 
and research talent to 
southern Ontario and will 
ensure that the pork sector 
remains a vital contributor 
to economic growth in the 
province,” he says.

The Elora facility an-
nouncement is welcome 
news for pork producers, 
who lately have become 
caught up in the Cana-
da-China diplomacy bat-
tle, with China threatening 
to ban meat imports from 
Canada due to a feed addi-
tive used here but banned 
there. 

Research isn’t the only 
answer to such controver-
sies, but it helps sort out 
fact from fiction and gives 
producers solid ground 
to find alternatives when 
necessary – or when desir-
able.

www.thefreyteam.com
Contact us by email: mildred@thefreyteam.com

Len Frey
Sales Representative

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6368
O�ce 519-669-1544

Mildred Frey
Broker

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6970

Thinking of Buying or Selling? Call or email today for a FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION, OPINON of VALUE!

FOR LEASE
1,821 SQ.FT. $10/SQ.FT.
4-112 Oriole Pwy, Elmira:   
Large open space will allow for new 
tenant to make divisions as needed. 
All shelving has been removed.  
Owner is obtaining quotes to paint, 
remove half walls and finish the 
floor. MLS #30681168

$549,900
95 Sugar King Dr., Elmira:  
Fabulous spacious home, priced to 
sell. Quality laminate and ceramic 
floors. Kitchen has a walkout to rear 
fenced yard, deck and patio. MLS 
#30738211

$395,000
Lot 116 Conestogo Lake:  On 
the large part of the  north side of 
the lake facing the sun.  Has hot 
tub,pool, 4 bedrooms, and more.
Contact Len to view. MLS 
30746613

SOLD

NEW PRICE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

OPEN HOUSE - SUNDAY 2-4PM

Share your thoughts.

We’d love 
your input.

GET IT IN THE

observerxtra.com/
write-a-letter

Have something
to say?
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: observerxtra.com/showtime

The Drayton Entertainment production of Grease 
opens July 11 at the Hamilton Family Theatre 
Cambridge. A Broadway phenomenon that inspired 
one of the most successful movie musicals of all 
time, Grease transports audiences back to Rydell 
High in 1959, complete with leather jackets, 
bobby socks, slick T-Birds and sassy Pink Ladies. 

www.draytonentertainment.com

Cakewalk is coming back to the stage in celebration 
of the Blyth Festival's 45th anniversary season. The 
revival runs to Aug. 10. The play, written by playwright 
Colleen Curran, premiered at the Blyth Festival 
in 1984 and has gone on to international acclaim.  

www.blythfestival.com

GREASE IS THE WORD HAVING THEIR CAKE

ECT takes The Merchant of Venice out of doors
The classic tale is this summer’s Shakespeare in the Park offering from the Elora Community Theatre

THE BARD'S THE THING

For its sixth year of Shakespeare in the Park, the Elora Community Theatre is going with The Merchant of Venice. [SUBMITTED - TOM LEGRADY]

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Shakespeare is a classic 
of summertime theatre, 
often taken out of doors to 
delight audiences at this 
time of year. The Elora 
Community Theatre has 
been aboard that line of 
thinking for six years, this 
summer staging The Mer-
chant of Venice.

A dark comedy with a 
decidedly bawdy romantic 
storyline, the play tells the 
story of a young man, Bas-
sanio, who has squandered 
his fortune and must 
borrow money to woo the 
wealthy lady he loves. It's 
set against the more dis-
turbing story of the Jewish 
moneylender Shylock and 
his demand for the “pound 
of flesh” owed him by the 
Venetian merchant, An-
tonio.

The ECT adaptation, 
directed by Deb Stanson 
and David Turner, opens 
tomorrow (Friday) at Bis-
sell Park in Elora.

“It’s a really fun experi-
ence,” said Stanson. “We’re 
right on the Grand River 
in Elora. If you want to 
come for the day, you can 
go and have lunch or din-
ner before; we’re doing a 
matinee. It’s a really lovely 
experience to be sitting 
outside experiencing 
Shakespeare through the 
trees, with the water be-
hind you.”

Though abridged, the 
ECT staging touches on all 
the main components of 
the Shakespearean classic, 
with Bassanio needing 
money to impress the 
wealthy woman he loves, 
Portia. Out of options, he 

turns to his wealthy friend, 
Antonio, to bail him out. 

Antonio agrees but re-
quests that Bassanio find a 
lender. Bassanio approach-
es moneylender Shylock, 
who is reluctant to give 
the loan at first. Eventu-
ally, he decides to do so, 
without interest, under 
dark terms. He demands 
“a pound of flesh” if the 
debt is not paid off in time. 
Here, pathos and farce 
combine with romantic 
entanglement to display 
the extraordinary power 
and range of Shakespeare 

at his best.
In staging the produc-

tion, the community the-
atre groups has assembled 
a cast drawn from all over 
the area, from Centre Wel-
lington and Guelph to and 
Kitchener and Waterloo. 

“It’s a bit of everything. 
We have some wonderful-
ly experienced actors in 
the show that have done 
several plays, to newcom-
ers that are quite excited 
about doing Shakespeare,” 
said Stanson. 

The performance gen-
erally runs just under 90 

‘why not do what we love 
doing?,’ which is perform-
ing to raise money. It’s a 
unique way – we feel that 
we add to the fabric of the 
community here.”

Performances of The 
Merchant of Venice take 
place July 5-7 and July 12-
14. Show times are 7 p.m. 
on Fridays, 3 p.m. and 7 
p.m. on Saturdays, and 
Sundays at 3 p.m. Audi-
ence members are advised 
to bring a lawn chair or a 
blanket. ECT can be found 
online at eloracommuni-
tytheatre.com.

minutes in a version that 
tightens things up without 
losing a sense of the orig-
inal.

Along with logistics, 
the abridged offering also 
recognizes the vagaries of 
doing theatre out of doors, 
where rain, wind or the 
heat of the sun can all be a 
factor for the audience. 

“We do have a canopy 
tent,” noted Stanson in a 
nod to the weather. “We 
were fortunate enough to 
get a grant through the 
Centre Wellington Com-
munity Foundation to 

put up a canopy for our 
patrons, so they don’t have 
to sit under the hot sun, 
because it is sunny.”

The show goes on, rain 
or shine. Rather than sell 
tickets ahead of time, ECT 
simply passed the hat at 
the end of each perfor-
mance.

“It’s been well-received 
over six years. We always 
look forward to it every 
summer,” said Stanson 
of the Shakespeare in the 
Park offering. “We started 
it six years ago as a fund-
raiser because we thought 

ENDS SATURDAY!

CANADIAN-MADE
furniture sale15

up to

OFF
%

SOFAS • LOVESEATS • RECLINERS • BEDS • MATTRESSES • TABLES
FURNITURE & DESIGN

19 Arthur Street S, Elmira 
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Classified Ads, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word) 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)

Classified Ad - Display Ads

Please call Donna for a quote.

Phone: 519-669-5790 Ext. 104

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
www.observerxtra.com/media-kit

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

VACANCY
 CAMEO COURT APARTMENTS

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA

Rare Premium Downtown Elmira, 
spacious one Bedroom open-layout  
Apartment becoming AVAILABLE in 
modern (2012) Apartment Building 
complete with Elevator, Main floor 
Common Room, individual Central Heating 
/ Air Conditioning in each Apt., as well as 
5 appliances (washer/dryer in each Apt.)

CONTACT:
(519) 525-2222 or (226) 989-4627 (After 4PM)

OR:   evans@hurontel.on.ca

Send resume to:
steve@woodshavingsontario.ca

or call 519-669-5219

We are expanding!
AZ/DZ driver

needed  
Home every night,

Ontario only,
No weekends. 
100% benefits. 

HELP WANTED

RENTAL

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Cabinet Installer
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a Cabinet and Stair Installer
to add to our team. Reporting to our install manager you

would be travelling mostly in a team of 2 people, and would be 
responsible to uphold the high moral and ethical standards of 

Woodland as you interact with customers.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working, trim carpenter and install

experience will be an asset

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 4

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

SERVICE TECHNICIAN
Travel to client sites throughout Southern Ontario to service 

and repair material handling and storage equipment.

• Earn a competitive hourly wage and generous year-end bonuses.

• Work with a team of highly-skilled tradespeople who are 
passionate about the work they do.

• Grow within the role or beyond it – there are opportunities for 
advancement in our service department.

Please submit your resume directly to:
recruiting@horstsystems.com

or call 519 669 1300 for more information.

SMALL ADS, BIG IMPACT.
THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIED ADS

SELL YOUR UNWANTED STUFF

Share the
love.
Lost its
charm?
Find it a new
home with a
classified.
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P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to the Planning Act and 
Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96

On July 22, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. the Committee will meet to consider the following 
applications.  All persons interested in the applications may attend and may 
contact Nancy Thompson regarding meeting details or visit the Township Webpage 
– Township Services – Mayor and Council – Agendas and Minutes and select the 
applicable meeting date.
The Committee will also consider submissions for or against the applications if 
submitted to the Township of Woolwich no later than 5:00 p.m. on July 16, 2019 
(Note that this date is before the meeting).  Submissions can be forwarded to 
Jeremy Vink at the address noted at the top of this page, by email jvink@woolwich.
ca or by fax 519-669-4669.  Any submissions received will be included in a 
comment package and presented at the meeting.  Any submissions received will be 
included in a comment package and presented at the meeting.  This information is 
collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to 
the general public at the Committee of Adjustment hearing.  Please note that while 
the Committee may redact some personal information such as email addresses and 
phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 14/2019 – Jonathan Snyder, 53 Queensway 
Drive, St. Jacobs
ZONE / USE: Residential Medium Density (R-3) / single detached dwelling and an 
accessory shed
PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from the following:

• Section 6.36.1 to reduce the building line setback adjacent to Cedar Street 
from 3.5 metres to no less than 1.2 metres for a proposed 1.5 m by 10.4 m 
covered porch; and

• to recognize the existing building line setbacks of approximately 0.7 metres 
to Queensway Drive and approximately 2.7 metres to Cedar Street to permit 
repairs and replacement of the dwellings roof structure.

The property is located at the corner of Cedar Street and Queensway Drive, in St. 
Jacobs.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 15/2019 – Matt Kraemer Realty Inc., 1540 
Flordale Road
ZONE / USE: General Industrial (Dry) (M-1) with Site Specific provisions in Section 
26.1.13 / industrial manufacturing and fabricating operation
PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from Section 21.3.4 to reduce the rear 
yard setback from 7.5 metres to approximately 4.8 metres to permit a 355 square 
metre addition to an existing warehouse / storage building.
CONSENT APPLICATION B 9/2019 – Oscar and James Wideman, Vacant land 
Kressler Road
ZONE / USE: Agricultural (A) / vacant land
PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting permission to sever a 464.5 square metre 
parcel and convey it as a lot addition to the adjacent lands located at 2955 Kressler 
Road.  The lands located at 2955 Kressler Road are approximately 1,856 square 
metres in area, zoned Agricultural, and contain a single detached dwelling and 
accessory shed.  The proposed retained lands will be approximately 10.7 hectares 
in area.  The lot line adjustment will correct an existing driveway encroachment.
NOTICE OF THE DECISION: Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision 
will be sent to owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people 
who sign the register at the meeting.  If you wish to be notified of the decision 
of the Committee of Adjustment in respect to an application, you must submit a 
written request (to the Secretary-Treasurer – Nancy Thompson ext. 6040) or sign the 
register at the meeting.  This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible Local 
Planning Appeal Tribunal.
APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS: Anyone in opposition 
to a decision may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.  The 
Tribunal may dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant did not 
make oral or written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment before a decision 
was given, or does not provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make 
a submission to the Committee.

PUBLIC AUCTION
MONTHLY POLICE, MUNICIPAL, TURF & BICYCLE

Sat July 13th 9:00 am

BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX 
5100 FOUNTAIN ST, North, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

to be held at

Preliminary List - Check Website for Daily Updates
No Buyer’s Premium or Penalty!!!

2 - 2018 Ford F150 XLT 4x4 P /U - 014/020kms
3-14/15 Dodge CHARGER Heml-AWD’s

2015 Chev TAHOE Police Rwd
3 - 13/14 TAURUS Interceptor AWD’s

2013 Dodge RAM 1500 Quad 4x4
2013 Ford f 150 XTR Ext 4x4 P /U
2- 09/12 Ford Escape XLT AWD’s

2011 Toyota HIGLANDER AWD
2011 Chev TRAVERSE LT AWD

2011 CROWN VICTORIA
4 - 2010 Dodge Grand Caravan’s

2007 GMC SIERRA 1500 P /U
2007 Chev EXPRESS 1500 C/Van
2005 Chev MALIBU 4dr - 097kms
2004 Dodge RAM 1500 5/B 4x4

 
Auction starts at 9am with 20+Police Bikes, Lawn Equipment & Tools
14 -2017 SCOTT Aspect 910 (29”/30sp) Mountain/Hybrid Police Bikes

7 - Toro, Jacobsen & J D Greens Mowers * Stihl FS110R Trimmers * Gas 
Pressure Washer * Generator * Camping Gear * Axes & Mauls * Leaf Vac 

Trailer * Sprayer Trailer * 3pth Spreader

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

M.R. Jutzi & Co
VIEWING: Friday July 12th, 2019, 1 pm to 4:30 pm

TERMS: $5OO Cash Deposit on Each Vehicle, Balance in 48 Hours or as announced.

Division 658347 Ontario Inc.

AUCTION

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

FOR SALE

FARM KITTENS 2144 
KING STREET NORTH 
RR 1 St. Jacobs  
ph. 519-664-1918. 

LAWN FERTILIZER AND 
LAWN SEED - CALL 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35.  
519-635-8737.

WALLENSTEIN GENER-
AL STORE INC. SPE-
cial $3.99 reg $5.99 
Ending July 27, Chap-
man's Premium Ice 
Cream. Also Yukon Bars 
and Sandwiches, Super 
Cones, Frostys and Sand-
wiches. 7278 Line 86 /
PH 519-669-2231.

AUCTIONS

MONDAY JULY 1 TO 
JULY 8 – 7PM – ONLINE 
only auction of sports 
cards; posters; books; 
and military items.  
www.jantziauctions.
hibid.com   Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555

SAT. JULY 6 AT 10:00 
AM - FARM PROPERTY 
auction of approx 58 
acre farm; household 
effects; miscellaneous 
items; machinery; and 
much more at 1278 
Brant County Highway 54 
Caledonia. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 

Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

ROLEX, TUDOR, 
OMEGA, BREITLING, 
I.W.C. etc. Pocket watch-
es, silver and gold coins, 
jewellry, scrap. Call Terry 
519-242-6900 or gallam-
ore@golden.net

TRADES & 
SERVICES

ACCOUNTING TAXA-
TION SERVICES 25 
years experience for your 
business and personal 
519-721-1895 or lew-
isecommercesolutions@
gmail.com

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE.  SAT. 
JULY 6, 8 A.M. 30 
Queen St. Elmira. Tools, 
household and more. All 
proceeds to GRRCC.

STREET SALE - FRI.  
JULY 5TH, 1 P.M., SAT. 
July 6th 8 a.m. Sunset 
Drive, Winterbourne. 
Tools, fishing, boating 
and craft supplies, 
antiques, collectibles 
and more.

RENTAL

2 BEDROOM CONDO 
FOR RENT IN ELMIRA. 
$1400/mth all inclusive. 
226-748-4818

DECLUTTER WITH CLASSIFIEDS

It's a
small
world...
And you can be rid of it 
with a little word ad.

Need a gig
that pays?

BOOK AN AD: observerxtra.com/advertising-media-kit

Check out our 
help wanteds!
FIND WORK IN THE OBSERVER
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24 Church St. W.
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After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION 
AND PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday, July 30, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.

Township Council Chambers
24 Church Street West, Elmira

Take Notice that in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as 
amended, the Township of Woolwich has received a complete application for 
the following proposed Zone Change application more specifically described 
below.  This notice will summarize the details of the application and includes 
a location map.  Please be advised that Notice of a Complete Application does 
not indicate whether the municipality is in support of, or in opposition to the 
proposal.  That determination will be made at a later date.
The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Sections 34 of the 
Planning Act, to consider the following Zone Change application.  No decisions 
will be made at this meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information to 
the public and agencies and to receive comments and information from them.
Zone Change Application 8/2019 – Alberto Alves
The property is located at 930 
Erbsville Road (see Map 1) and 
described as Part Lot 30 GCT. 
The property is designated Rural 
Land Use and Restricted Land 
Use Area in the Township Official 
Plan and is zoned Agricultural 
(A).  The property contains a single 
detached dwelling, detached 
garage, bank barn and a driving 
shed.
The purpose of the application is 
to amend the Agricultural zoning 
with a site-specific amendment 
through a Temporary Use By-law, to 
allow a mobile home (garden suite) 
to be located on the property for a 
10 year period.  The mobile home 
will accommodate the applicant’s 
in-laws, Paul and Cindy Holst.  
The mobile home is proposed to be situated on the west side of the driveway in 
proximity to the existing buildings on site.
Please Note: APPEAL RIGHTS
TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to 
appeal the decision of the Township of Woolwich to the Local Planning Appeal 
Tribunal but the person or public body does not make oral submissions at a 
public meeting or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich before 
the by-law is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the 
decision.
AND TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body does not make oral 
submissions at a public meeting, or make written submissions to the Township 
of Woolwich before the by-law is passed, the person or public body may not be 
added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Local Planning Appeal 
Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to 
add the person or public body as a party.
NOTIFICATION:
If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments 
about the proposed change in writing to the Township of Woolwich.  Any 
comments received on or before July 23, 2019 (Note that this date is before 

the public meeting) will be included in a report prepared by Engineering 
and Planning Services and presented at the Public Meeting.  Any comments 
received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision on the 
applications, will also be considered.
The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected 
under the authority of the Planning Act and may form part of the public 
record which may be released to the public.  This information is collected and 
maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public at the Committee of the Whole and Council meetings.  Please note 
that while the Committee of the Whole and Council may redact some personal 
information such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions 
will otherwise be made public in their entirety.  Questions about this collection 
should be directed to the Records and Freedom of Information Officer at 519-
669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.
MORE INFORMATION: The public may view planning documents and background 
material relating to this application at the Township of Woolwich, Engineering 
and Planning Services Department between 9 am and 5 pm, Monday through 
Friday, or on the Township website at www.woolwich.ca

Questions or written submissions may be directed to:
Township of Woolwich

Engineering and Planning Services Department
Box 158, 24 Church Street West Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z6

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 4th day of July 2019.

TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
NOTICE OF PASSING OF A MUNICIPAL WIDE &

AREA SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT CHARGES BY-LAW
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich passed a municipal-
wide development charges By-law No. 45-2019 on the 25th day of June, 2019 under 
section 2 (1) of the Development Charges Act, 1997, S.O., 1997 c. 27, as amended;
AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or organization may appeal to the Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal under section 14 of the Act, in respect of the development charges 
by-law, by filing with the Clerk of the Township of Woolwich on or before the 4th day 
of August, 2019 a notice of appeal setting out the objection to the by-law and the 
reasons supporting the objection.
The schedule of development charges imposed by the by-law, which came into effect 
on July 7, 2019, is as follows:

SCHEDULE B 
By-law No. 45-2019

A copy of the complete by-law is available for examination at the Township of 
Woolwich’s offices, 24 Church Street West, Elmira, Ontario N3B 1M5 during regular 
business hours (weekdays from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM) excluding statutory holidays.
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SUBJECT
PROPERTY

930 Erbsville Rd

City of W
aterloo

Township of
Wellesley

Service 
RESIDENTIAL NON-RESIDENTIAL 

Single and Semi-  
Detached Dwelling 

Apartments - 2  
Bedrooms + 

Apartments - 
Bachelor and 1 Other Multiples (per sq.ft. of Gross  

Floor Area) 

Municipal Wide Services:           

Roads and Related 7,230 4,530 2,802 5,116 2.69 

Fire Protection Services 710 445 275 502 0.26 

Parks and Recreation 952 596 369 673 0.10 

Library Services 139 87 54 98 0.01 

Administration 343 215 133 242 0.13 
Total Municipal Wide Services 9,373 5,873 3,633 6,631 3.19 

Urban Services           

Wastewater Services 953 597 369 674 0.35 
Water Services 1,337 838 518 946 0.48 

Total Urban Services 2,290 1,435 887 1,620 0.83 

Breslau Sanitary Servicing Area 1,610 1,141 887 887 1.08 

GRAND TOTAL RURAL AREA 9,373 5,873 3,633 6,631 3.19 

GRAND TOTAL URBAN AREA 11,663 7,308 4,520 8,251 4.02 

GRAND TOTAL BRESLAU 13,273 8,449 5,407 9,138 5.10 

 

Service 
RESIDENTIAL NON-RESIDENTIAL 

Single and Semi-  
Detached Dwelling 

Apartments - 2  
Bedrooms + 

Apartments - 
Bachelor and 1 Other Multiples (per sq.ft. of Gross  

Floor Area) 

Municipal Wide Services:           

Roads and Related 7,230 4,530 2,802 5,116 2.69 

Fire Protection Services 710 445 275 502 0.26 

Parks and Recreation 952 596 369 673 0.10 

Library Services 139 87 54 98 0.01 

Administration 343 215 133 242 0.13 
Total Municipal Wide Services 9,373 5,873 3,633 6,631 3.19 

Urban Services           

Wastewater Services 953 597 369 674 0.35 
Water Services 1,337 838 518 946 0.48 

Total Urban Services 2,290 1,435 887 1,620 0.83 

Breslau Sanitary Servicing Area 1,610 1,141 887 887 1.08 

GRAND TOTAL RURAL AREA 9,373 5,873 3,633 6,631 3.19 

GRAND TOTAL URBAN AREA 11,663 7,308 4,520 8,251 4.02 

GRAND TOTAL BRESLAU 13,273 8,449 5,407 9,138 5.10 
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R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5426 | Direct 519.584.4400

$599,000 FERGUS – Beautiful 1 year old detached home. 
2011 sq.ft. 3 Bed, 4 bath. 2 car garage. Spacious master with 
ensuite/walk-in. Many upgrades: All brick exterior, 9' ceilings, maple 
kitchen, hardwood staircase, oversized basement windows, and more. MLS

OPEN HOUSE Sunday, July 7th • 2-4pm
172 Courtney St., Fergus

Luke Shantz
REAL ESTATE BROKER

luke.shantz@outlook.com

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

$509,900

Imagine retiring with everything on 
one level and no condo fees!  This 
townhome offers an open concept 
living area w/9’ ceilings, lots of 
kitchen cabinetry w/island & gran-
ite countertops. Gas fireplace & w/o 
from liv. room w/oversized window 
& walkout. ‘King sized’ master 
bdrm.  w/walkin closet & ensuite. 
Open staircase w/wood stairs. 14’ 
wide garage (w/10’door).  2 units 
avail. Sodded lot, asph. driveway. 
(model avail. to view). MLS

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

ELMIRA - Time to downsize? Built in 2016, this 1210 sq.ft. bungalow has all you need.  2 bedrms, 2 full 
baths, open concept layout, laundry only a few steps down & an oversized single garage.  Featuring 
quartz counter tops & a breakfast bar, soft close cabinetry, step in shower in ensuite bathrm, central air, 
HRV system, water softener & more.  A perfect sized composite deck for relaxing & watching the sunrise.  
The wide-open unfinished basement with one egress window allows many future layout options.  
Walking distance to schools, walking trails, golf course, & downtown area.  

$499,900$499,900

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

DRAYTON - Just like new!!! Built in 2012, this 1772sq.ft. home is fully 
finished and ready for you to take possession. With 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, open concept main floor layout, recently finished basement, 
spacious newer patio and eye catching curb appeal this home is sure to 
please! The green space in the back allows for much privacy and relaxation.  
If you are needing room to park multiple vehicles or an RV, the double car 
garage and spacious driveway will do the trick.  Appliances included, close 
to amenities and schools and a great family friendly neighbourhood.  

SOLD
OPEN

HOUSE

71 Country Club Estates,
Elmira

SAT, JULY 6
10am-12pm

Serving the community for 27 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

OPEN HOUSE Sunday, July 7th, 2-4pm
12 Ernst St., Elmira

Thinking of Selling? 
Call for your FREE Property Evaluation  

$669,000 ELMIRA
This very unique century home is an Arts 
and Craft Design remodeled by the original 
owners. Built in 1913 this home has been 
completely updated including all 
windows, electrical, plumbing, hydro 
service and roofs. Located on a quiet street 
close to schools, rec centre and a 10 minute 
walk to down town. Beautiful landscaping 
with professionally installed patio, 
interlocking driveway and private back 
yard with water feature. A cozy sunroom 
ideal for your morning coffee. MLS.  Call Bert to view. Come see this Beautiful Property.

NEW
PRICE!

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

A portion of each
 sale commission

is donated to 
The Woolwich 

Community Services.

SAT, JULY 6 TH • 10AM-12PM 
50 MCGUIRE LANE, ELMIRAOPEN HOUSE 

Monique
Roes

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

519-747-2040

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

519-669-3192

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

519-669-3192

$484,000  ELMIRA This home ready to move and is completely finished 
top to bottom.  Only 4  years old with a fresh & chic decor.  Kitchen 
offers an island/breakfast bar, granite counter tops, 5 appliances  
ncluded, walkout to the deck & landscaped yard, 2 bdrms (could 
create a 3rd), 3 full bathrooms, bonus loft space, large finished 
recreation room, central air, central vac.  MLS  A MUST SEE TODAY!

Calling all
Empty Nesters, 
Bachelors or 

Bachelorettes!

IF YOU ARE THINKING ABOUT 
SELLING OR BUYING THIS SUMMER,

NOW IS THE TIME TO CONNECT WITH  US, YOUR LOCAL 
REALTOR TO KEEP YOU INFORMED ON MARKET CONDITIONS.  

mbeisel@royallepage.ca

PRICED FROM $489,900  for interior unit $499,900 for exterior unit.  
FREEHOLD Executive style living! 5 units available, all offer 1.5 
garage, double driveways, custom kitchens, hardwood floors, gas 
fireplace, central air conditioning, iron spindles. EXCLUSIVE

PRE-SELLING NEXT PHASE OF PARADIGM 
(ELMIRA) HOMES BUNGALOW TOWN HOMES

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

519-572-2528

Melanie
Beisel

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

519-590-0835

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

shannarozema@royallepage.ca

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

Drayton  |  $579,000  
Beautiful all brick bungalow in a gorgeous park like setting. Bright spacious 3/4 
bedroom with a large open kitchen dining area. Nice shed out back with loft 
and wired. Mud room and mainfloor laundry. Please note. Adjoining lot 
available as a package deal or separately. MLS Call Dale Direct.

Building Lot  |  Drayton  |  $145,000  
This prime lot available to build your dream home.   Suitable for a walk out 
basement and generous windows on the lower level. Gas on the street. Water 
and sewer to be private systems. Can be purchased with 8 Mary St , adjoining 
residence currently for sale either as a package deal or separately. MLS Call 
Dale Direct

$465,000 | Drayton 
Quiet street with a large yard. This 3+1 bedroom raised bungalow is sure to 
please. Close to school and shopping, med clinic and library. Metal roof tiles and 
newer Centennial windows, hardwood floors, and bright open concept.  Many 
features sure to please. MLS Call Dale direct

 

 

Buying or 
selling?

BOOK AN AD: observerxtra.com/advertising-media-kit

We're
your #1
source
for
local real 
estate.

FIND IT IN THE OBSERVER
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

0% Interest
Low Monthly Payments

Call 519-206-0336  

www.koebelhcm.com

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
Water Heaters • Fireplaces

CALL TIM OR SCOTT

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN AND MINIBUS TRANSPORTATION
“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

FLORADALE SELF
STORAGE

226-266-5525

CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

1551 FLORADALE ROAD

www.floradaleselfstorage.com
E-Mail: floradaleselfstorage@gmail.com

ELMIRA, ON. N3B 2Z1

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SLJ Electric Ltd.

Steve Snyder
3141 Hemlock Hill Dr., Elmira

Residential / Agricultural / Commercial / Industrial / Pole Lines

sljsnyder@gmail.com
O�ice: 519-664-2000

Cell: 519-575-3141
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Freeman, Emerson
Passed away peacefully on Thursday, 
June 27, 2019 at Sakura House, 
Woodstock, at the age of 92. Dear father 
of Dorothy Sittler of Windsor, Beatrice 
(Arlen) Laro of Drumbo, Willy Freeman 
(Beth Wink) of Cambridge, Bob (Mayi) 
Freeman of Surrey, BC, Florence (Paul) 
Geisel of Wallenstein, Mildred Freeman 
Rieder (David Rieder), Omar Freeman, 
all of Elmira, Eleanor Freeman, and 
Lorraine Ziegler of St. Agatha. Loved 
grandfather of 15 grandchildren and 
13 great-grandchildren. Survived 
by brother Leonard Freeman, sister 
Alice Martin, and sister-in-law Lydia 
Freeman. Will be missed by his special 
friend Ruth Mutch. Predeceased by his 
parents Addison and Selina (Bauman) 
Freeman, three brothers and two 
sisters. Public visitation was held on 
Wednesday, July 3, 2019 from 1-3 p.m. 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira. Funeral service for 
close friends and relatives followed at 3 
p.m. in the chapel. Interment in Elmira 
Mennonite Cemetery. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to Sakura House 
would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Neely, Denise Marie
It is with heavy hearts that we announce 
the passing of Denise Marie Neely 
(Duskocy) at the age of 62. She was truly 
blessed with a loving and supportive 
family: husband Jim, and children 
Stacey (Jeremy) and Brad (Christina). 
Denise adored her two granddaughters, 
Lilly and Erika. She was predeceased by 
her parents, Andrew and Clara Duskocy. 
She is survived by siblings John (Diane), 
Ron (Sharon), Jane (Chuck), Carol 
Ann (Bruce), and Terry. She is lovingly 
remembered by many nieces and 
nephews. Denise was an employee of 
Home Hardware for 37 years. Visitation 
for relatives and friends will take place 
on Thursday, July 4, 2019, from 2-4 and 
7-9 p.m., at Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A Celebration of 
Life service will be held on Friday, July 5, 
2019 at 11 a.m. at Emmanuel Evangelical 
Missionary Church, 2 First St. W., Elmira. 
At Denise’s request, in lieu of donations, 
she would like you to plant a flower of 
your choice in your garden, and as you 
watch it grow, may it bring you peace 
and comfort.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

FA M I LY  A L B U M

OBITUARY

DEATH NOTICES

OBITUARY STAG & DOE

IN MEMORIAM OBITUARY

THANK-YOU

Buck & Doe for Jen 
Schlegel & Scott Koebel 

Food Games & Prizes. 
Tickets available at the Door. 

$10 Per person. 

Sat July 6th at Elmira Lions Hall 

Come and celebrate a great time.

In Loving Memory of 
Brandon Nickel

It's been a long day without you
We've come a long way from where we began

We'll tell you all about it when we see you again.

July 6, 2013

Love, Mom, Dad, Brittany & Bailey

To my family, friends, neighbours and former 
customers who came and blessed me with their 

support and love in the sudden passing of my beloved 
“ROMIE”; a sincere and heartfelt THANK YOU to 
you all. Your prayers, kind words, thoughtfulness 

and even just your presence was greatly appreciated 
and truly felt throughout this trying time. “THANK 
YOU” can never live up to the stories, the smiles and 

the fellowship that was felt during the celebration 
of Romie’s life. Thank you for the delicious food and 

monetary donations to the Carmel of St. Josephs. 
I would like to thank each person for their support, 
not just during these few days but throughout the 
years. Your kindness will always be remembered.

Love, Mary Voisin

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

OUTDOOR SERVICES

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GILBERT, FRANK - At Palmerston & District 
Hospital on Friday, June 28, 2019, Mr. Frank 
Elmer Gilbert of Harriston, in his 90th year. 
Local relatives are his son Kenneth and Twyla 
Gilbert of Elmira,

SANDERS, JOHN C. - Passed away peacefully 
on Thursday, June 27, 2019, with family by his 
side, at St. Mary's General Hospital, Kitchener, 
at the age of 87.

YOUR 100% 
LOCAL NEWS

McGuire, John Francis
He was born in 1949 in Woodstock, New 
Brunswick, and died at the Grand River 
Hospital, Kitchener, on Tuesday, July 
2, 2019, at the age of 70. John McGuire, 
of Elmira, was the loving husband of 
Gail (nee Harrington) McGuire. Loved 
father of Matt (Rose), Jason, and Paula 
McGuire, and foster father of Nicholas 
(Chantel) Ritchie. Proud Papa of Jessica, 
Luke, Sabrina, Sarah, Kiara, and Jayden. 
Dear brother of Joe (Emily), Mary Ellen 
(Lawrence) Holleran, and Elizabeth 
(Tom) Heimer, and brother-in-law of 
Betty McGuire. Lovingly remembered 
by many nieces and nephews. He was 
predeceased by his parents Harold 
and Nora (Kilfoil) McGuire, brother 
Herb, sister-in-law Ginette McGuire, 
and foster son Gregory Ritchie. John 
worked at Uniroyal Goodrich for 27 
years. Following retirement he became 
Mr. Mom for seven years. More recently 
he drove for Kiwanis Transit and Elliott 
Coach Lines. Visitation for family and 
friends will be held on Friday, July 
5, 2019 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. A funeral service will take 
place on Saturday, July 6, 2019 at 11 a.m. 
in the funeral home chapel. Interment 
will be in Elmira Union Cemetery 
followed by a reception at the Elmira 
Legion. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to the Heart & Stroke 
Foundation of Ontario or Parkinson 
Society Southwestern Ontario would be 
appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com
FAMILY ALBUM ANNOUNCEMENTS!

Are you
planning

something
special?

Get the
word 
out!

#1
NEWS
SOURCE
I N T H E
R E G I O N
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Vintage hand tools, the implements that built much 
of Waterloo County in the 19th century, are in the 
spotlight at this year’s History Under the Trees 
taking place on Saturday (1 p.m.) at the Waterloo 
Region Museum. Al Junker, a collector and tool 
expert from New Dundee will share some of his vast 
collection of historic tools and explain their uses.  
There will also be a special demonstration by Doon 
Heritage Village staff in one of the village workshops.  

www.waterlooregionmuseum.ca

The Region of Waterloo’s Children and Youth Planning 
Table received a $50,000 grant from the Ontario Tril-
lium Foundation. The funding will be used to hire staff 
(0.25 full-time temporary position) and engage local 
youth in co-design of a community survey tool. The 
Children and Youth Planning Table is a collaborative 
of approximately 60 organizations serving children, 
youth and families in the region working towards the 
shared vision of happy, healthy children and youth.

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

This month you have a chance to 
win 4 tickets to Canada’s Wonderland! 
Visit one of our locations to put your name 
in the draw. We are so excited to send a 
lucky winner and their chosen friends!

–Leroy’s Auto Care

July’s Monthly Draw

A VINTAGE FIX TRILLIUM GRANT

A berry good season?
Waterloo Region strawberry producers are behind due to weather, but indications in the province are sweet

A GROWING PASSION

Ken and Joy Hoffman are busy just now with strawberry season finally picking up. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

With strawberry season in 
full swing, it seems that 
the local market sure is 
taking notice.

Ken and Joy Hoffman 
of Hoffman’s Strawberries 
said that Canada Day was 
so busy on their strawber-
ry farm in Heidelberg that 
they had to close the pick-
your-own section to allow 
for more ripening, as the 
majority of their ripe ber-
ries were already whisked 
away.

“It’s great to be on top 
of the ripening as opposed 
to being behind,” said 
Ken. “When that happens, 
you have soft berries; they 
spoil, you don’t want that. 
I would say we’re encour-
aged – we’re about a week 
into the season at this 
point.”

“We have some for sale 
at the roadside retail right 
now,” added Joy. “So we’re 
just getting going; as more 
berries ripen, our hours 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. will 
be more firm.”

They expect to reopen 
Thursday morning again. 
While the Hoffmans, 
along with other local 
strawberry farms, are only 
just starting the straw-
berry season, other farms 
across the province are 
well into it. The arrival, 
finally, of higher tempera-
tures has kicked the pro-
cess into gear.

“It’s been a later start 
because of the cool tem-
peratures in May. We’re 
about 11 days later than 
last season. It’s going well 
now – great demand,” said 

Ken.
Producers in other parts 

of Ontario, such as Niag-
ara and Simcoe, began 
their berry season in mid-
June. The Berry Growers 
of Ontario says this sum-
mer’s is one of the highest 
quality crops in years.

 “Not only do we have 
new growing techniques, 
but we have 200 grow-
ers who can bring local 
berries to market for an 

extended season,” said 
Tom Heeman, the orga-
nization’s chair, in a re-
lease. “That’s good news 
for consumers who may 
be used to a short sea-
son. Ontario-grown field 
strawberries can be found 
May through October. And 
greenhouse-grown straw-
berries are now available 
year-round.”

The new production 
techniques include raised 

several reasons: environ-
mental benefits, such as a 
reduced carbon footprint 
compared to imports, 
nutritional benefits such 
as improved brain and 
gut health, and economic 
benefits that go to local 
farmers.

While it may be an ex-
cellent berry season prov-
ince-wide, Ken Hoffman 
said it’s a bit too soon to 
say if it has been a good 
strawberry year in Water-
loo Region.

“It’s a bit too early at 
this point to say ‘Oh it’s 
been a great year.’ We’re 
not there yet. For it to be 
a great year, you need to 
have three to five weeks 
of good picking,” he ex-
plained. “We’re just past 
week one so it’s way too 
early to determine what 
kind of a year it’s been. 
But the crop looks great, 
so the potential is there 
for a good year.”

troughs, allowing 
for strawberries 
to be grown at 
waist height. 
This makes for 
easier harvest-
ing and under 
protective tun-
nels for better 
quality. The berry 
is then shielded from 
rain and wind, resulting 
in sweet, high-quality 
fruit.

Local ber-
ries are the 
way to go for 
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CHEF'S TABLE

Grilling up some 
golden goodness

P ancakes are a fun 
option to make 
with the kids, 

who’ll enjoy eating them 
either way. Little chefs 
can help to mix up the 
pancake batter, while old-
er kids can help to cook 
the pancakes.

Strawberries are a sweet 
addition to these easy 
pancakes. Whip up a batch 
on the weekend to enjoy 
through the week for quick 
breakfasts. Mixing whole-
wheat flour with all-pur-
pose flour is an easy way to 
bump up the fibre in your 
recipes.

While strawberries are in 
season just – and running 
a little behind, as noted – 
you can easily substitute 
for any other seasonal fruit 
you’d like to try.

If you’re making them 
now to enjoy later, layer 
pancakes between wax 
or parchment paper and 
freeze for up to two weeks. 
Pop in the toaster to enjoy 
for a quick breakfast or 
warm through in the mi-
crowave.

Strawberry Pancakes

1 cup whole-wheat flour
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
2 Tbsp. granulated sugar
2 tsp. baking powder
Pinch ground cinnamon
1-1/2 cups skim milk
1 egg
2 Tbsp. canola oil
2 tsp. vanilla
1 cup diced fresh strawberries

1. In a large bowl, whisk 
together whole-wheat and 
all-purpose flours, sugar, baking 
powder and cinnamon.

2. In another bowl, whisk to-
gether milk with egg, oil and 
vanilla. Pour over flour mixture 
and stir to combine. Stir in 
strawberries.

3. Spray griddle or nonstick 
skillet lightly with cooking 
spray. Heat over medium heat. 
Using 1/4 cup measuring cup, 
pour batter onto hot griddle. 
Cook for about 2 minutes or un-
til bubbles start to appear. Flip 
and cook for another minute or 
until light golden brown. Repeat 
with remaining batter.

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at www.observerxtra.com/event-list.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
elmiravacuum@gmail.com

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

JULY 4

 � HOT DOG THURSDAY'S. JOIN US FOR A FREE HOT DOG 
every Thursday in July and August (except Aug 8th) from 
12-1 p.m. at Woolwich Community Services (side of building). 
Included is a two free hot dogs (meat and veggie) and a 
drink. Break bread with your community!

JULY 6

 � THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY'S GARDEN TOUR, FROM 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Tickets are $12 at Brian's Photo, Elmira, 
barbs@rogers.com or 519-580-7584. There are 9 lovely 
properties and promos at 4 local restaurants included.

JULY 7

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 
join us Twas Now  performing from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring 
a lawn chair  and be sure to come early for better seating.

JULY 14

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 
join us with Doug Dietrich and Sunrise performing from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early 
for better seating.

JULY 21

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 
join us Wendy Lynn Snider performing from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early for better 
seating.

JULY 28

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 
join us with Lance Russwurm  performing from 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m.  Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early for 
better seating.

AUGUST 4

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 
join us with Fred Lewis and Ridin High  performing from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early 
for better seating.

AUGUST 11

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 
join us with The Chaparrals performing from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
Bring a lawn chair  and be sure to come early for better 
seating.

AUGUST 18

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. COME 
join us with U-Turn performing from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring 
a lawn chair  and be sure to come early for better seating.

AUGUST 25

 � ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES AT GORE PARK. THE 
series finale. Come join us with Rick Loucks & Southbound  
performing from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Bring a lawn chair  and be 
sure to come early for better seating.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

Relive it with a reprint.

Being in the paper is one
of life’s highlights. GET IT IN THE

We have
photos 
to share.

observerxtra.com/photo-reprints



LIVING HERE  | 23THURSDAY, JULY 4, 2019 |  THE OBSERVER 

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1. Klumsy person

5. Say cheese!

10. Wind in all the sails

15. Pizza-faced moon

16. Caesar's month

18. By culture

20. Manganese, for 
example

23. Heading towards

24. My stuff belongs to

25. Addition

26. To sport with gravity 
plus nearly friction-
less surfaces

27. Mormon state

29. Turns by time

31. __ you __ or ___ you 
ain't my baby?

32. Spanish guitar 
painter

34. In Seattle

37. Not under, over or 
on.

38. Story-based "truth"

40. Pleasant smell

42. Atom-smasher 
home!

43. Pictures are worth  

at least one word

45. Jesus Christ, Super

48. If I ___ it will be 
double

49. Fits into

50. Two

51. Made of cheese 
(probably Wensley-
dale)

52. Little ring worm

53. Canaanite deity

54. These showers 
shortly bring May 
flowers

55. Stuck on metal

56. Green gemstone

57. More complicated 
than chess to the 
Chinese

59. Short pastor

60. Transcribed page 
from book of life

61. Not the password!

62. Italian lucre

63. Caesar to the Rus-
sians

64. Boat steerer

DOWN

1. Family man

2. Check in with the 
eyes

3. Two pie! Sort of

4. Bantu language

6. Two letter man

7. His "4" was retired

8. Middle English 
village

9. Not off

10. Biplane killer

11. Yo Yo __

12. Beers

13. Sick raptor is 
against the law

14. Rope, pantyhose, 
cord

17. Boards

19. Sunken into

21. Movie military 
leader

22. Take it with it

28. Actually listening

30. Praise

31. One should not be-
lieve in these (Ferris 
Bueller)

33. Great big sea

35. One of a light morn-
ing snack

36. What do I care?

39. Mouth, er, weather

41. Also ittar

44. Bad feeling in your 
gut

46. Up, up and

47. D&D check

48. Normal way of do-
ing things, militarily

49. Genetic evidence

51. Besmirch

52. Radio before FM

53. To or not to

58. Not underhand

59. About the scale

60. Cowboy canyon

 

BRAIN FOOD

Robot storytellers no longer a futuristic goal
Q.  Once upon a time, 
researchers dreamed of 
building a robot story-
teller that would help 
children learn language.  
“This dream has come 
true,” reports “New Scien-
tist” magazine.  How so?

A.  Developed by the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Tega is a cute, 
fluffy bot that “sounds like 
a child, animates its body 
and face while storytell-
ing, and illustrates the 
tales on a screen,” says 
the magazine’s Donna 
Lu.  Over eight weeks, 67 
children, aged 4-6, were 
involved in the trial, divid-
ed into three groups.  In 
the personalized group, 
Tega asked questions 
to gauge the children’s 
comprehension, quizzed 
them on a word’s mean-
ing, and recorded their 
facial expression and body 
position.  At the end of a 
book, the children retold 
the story, after which Tega 
selected the next interest-
ing book.

 
Preliminary findings:  

Both groups that in-
teracted with Tega had 
improved vocabularies, 
but the personalized 
group learned the most, 
with their error rate on 
a test dropping 23%, al-
most double that of the 
non-personalized group.  
The control group showed 
almost no change.

 
Pilot programs with 

Tega are now planned for 
schools in Atlanta and 
Boston, hoping to address 
early gaps in ability.  As 
team leader Cynthia 
Breazeal says, “If a child 
doesn’t start kindergarten 
ready to learn, it is very 
difficult and very expen-
sive for them to catch up.”  

 
Q.  Word lovers, you 
know eponyms are 
words coined after 
people, real or imag-
ined.  Achilles, Hermes, 
Midas, Socrates have 
each had their names 
eponymized multiple 
times.  Do you know the 
meanings of “achillize,” 
“herm,” “Midas-eared” 
and “Socratic irony”?

A.  For “achillize,” the 
story goes that after the 
Greek hero learns of his 
friend Patroclus’s death 
at the hands of Hector, he 
chases the killer around 
the wall of Troy three 
times and further, causes 
great carnage among the 
Trojans, says Anu Garg 
on his Wordsmith.org 
website.  “Achillize,” then, 
means to chase or to ha-
rass.  Hermes also comes 
from Greek mythology – 
messenger of the gods and 
himself the god of roads, 
boundaries, commerce 
and more.  A “herm” is a 
square pillar topped with 
a bust, perhaps used as a 
boundary marker.

 
Besides “the Midas 

touch” of gold, it is said 

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  STRANGE questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

that Apollo turned Midas’s 
ears into donkey ears for 
suggesting that Apollo’s 
musical rival played better 
music.  Hence, being “Mi-
das-eared” is having poor 
judgment or being unable 
to appreciate something.  
Finally, “Socratic irony” is 
named after the Greek phi-
losopher, who employed 
this method in discourse, 
professing ignorance to 
elicit clarity or expose an-
other’s misconceptions.

 
Q.  They’re plants but 
without roots and 
leaves, can grow 100 feet 
long or exist as micro-
bial cyanobacteria that 
can live not only in hot 
springs but even under 
Antarctic ice.  A nontox-
ic cyanobacteria “super-
food” rich in proteins, 
vitamins and minerals 
might be in your break-
fast smoothie or have 
found its way into your 
dessert, via gelatinous 
additives that thick-
en ice cream, jellies 
and more.  On a global 
scale, they produce at 
least half the oxygen 
in Earth’s atmosphere, 
converting carbon di-
oxide during photosyn-
thesis.  What are these 
mystery plants?

A.  They’re algae, wheth-
er red or blue-green, or 
kelp, phytoplankton, 
seaweed or spirulina, 
reports algae-eating 
Erika Carlson in “Discov-

er” magazine.  The dark 
side of cyanobacteria, or 
blue-green algae, is their 
association with dan-
gerous algal blooms that 
can sicken humans and 
animals.  “Human-caused 
climate change may be 
making toxic plankton 
blooms more common and 
more severe as the oceans 
warm….”  Also, fertilizer 

runoff after Hurricane 
Irma in 2017 “might partly 
explain a long-lived cata-
strophic red tide that sub-
sequently struck Florida’s 
west coast, killing fish, sea 
turtles and manatees.”

 
And, Carlson explains, 

early effort to stake 
claims in a “green” rush 
to replace fossil fuels with 
living algae in sustainable 
biofuel production “has 
yet to pan out.”

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H
WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Set Free To Be ...

Sunday, July 7th

10:45 am

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Fred Lichti preaching

God’s Story,
Our Story

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:00 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

Looking for a faith community that's close to home? Start here. If you want to see your church listed here and 

want to reach over 12,000 homes every week call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext104.

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

GET IT IN THE

Being in the

paper is one of

life’s highlights.

We have
photos

to share.
Get Yours!

observerxtra.com/photo-reprints
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1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188 | M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM
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THIS WEEKS DEALS!
JULY 4 - 7   4 DAYS ONLY!

THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 10-59-6

IN STOCK

4X16 OR 3X12
WALL TILE

$187
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/ SQ FTFROM

HOT PRODUCT!

IN STOCK

HEXAGON
8” TILE

$279
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

/ SQ FTFROM

FLOOR OR WALL

IN STOCK

PRINTED 
TILES NEW!

$279
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/ SQ FTFROM

FLOOR OR WALL

IN STOCK

2-TONE FRIEZE
CARPET

$167
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/ SQ FTFROM

PLUS NO TAX!

IN STOCK

MODERN 
CARPET

$297
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

/ SQ FTFROM

PLUS NO TAX!

IN STOCK

SUPER SOFT
CARPET

$197
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/ SQ FTFROM

PLUS NO TAX!

IN STOCK

$297
REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

/ SQ FTFROM

HOT PRODUCT!

SLATE
LEDGESTONE

IN STOCK

NEW! SPC 
CLICK VINYL

$237
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

/ SQ FTFROM

PAD ATTACHED!

IN STOCK

5MM LOOSE 
LAY VINYL

$287
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/ SQ FTFROM

EASY TO INSTALL!

IN STOCK

4MM SPC 
VINYL PLANKS

$167
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/ SQ FTFROM

100% WATERPROOF

IN STOCK

MODERN CLICK 
VINYL TILES

$177
REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79

/ SQ FTFROM

TRAVERTINE-LOOK

AREA RUGS!
NO TAX
on ALL in-stock 

NEW RUGS ARRIVING DAILY

4’x6’ $4999APPROX

FROM

5’x8’ $6999APPROX

FROM

$15999APPROX

FROM8’x11’


