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Teachers hit the picket lines
BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

High school teachers and support 
staff at schools across the Water-
loo Region District School Board 
were on the picket lines Wednes-
day, protesting the provincial 
government’s cuts to education 
funding.

Elmira District Secondary School staff joined in a province-wide strike by the Ontario Secondary School Teachers' Federation on Wednesday, which saw public schools in the region close their doors. [STEVE KANNON]

WRDSB teachers and support staff were on strike Wednesday to protest provincial cuts, planned changes to education

STRIKE | 02

Members of the Ontario Sec-
ondary School Teachers’ Feder-
ation (OSSTF), which includes 
support staff such as secretaries 
and custodians in all WRDSB 
schools, were out by the hun-
dreds in front of Elmira District 
Secondary School and Kitchen-
er-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris’ 
Elmira office.

Education workers began a 
work-to-rule campaign last week, 
slowing down some administra-
tive functions to send a message 
to the board and, ultimately, the 
province. That escalated to a 
walkout on Wednesday morning 
that closed the schools.

“All of our teachers are on the 
line today,” said EDSS teacher 

DJ Carroll, who was acting strike 
captain out in front of the high 
school on Wednesday morning. 
“We want everybody to realize 
that there are a lot of negative 
changes coming down from the 
ministry.”

He pointed to larger class sizes, 
mandatory e-learning and cuts to 
special-needs programs as areas 

of concern for the union. 
“The mood today is really pos-

itive,” he said on the picket line, 
adding that knowing they’re do-
ing the right thing made it easier 
to deal with the situation. “We 
have lots of support from people 
driving by, waves and honking. 
People have been bringing coffee, 
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 � STRIKE: Board opts to close schools as support staff, part of OSSTF, join in with high school teachers for day of action
FROM 01

food and snacks – that goes 
a long way.”

Out in front of Harris’ 
office, EDSS teacher Nanci 
Henderson, who works 
with the special education 
component, said cuts give 
schools less flexibility 
when dealing with the 
needs of students, par-
ticularly with special ed. 
programs. 

“I work with some of 
our most vulnerable stu-
dents,” she said, noting the 
province isn’t taking those 
needs into account. 

“No parent ever says 

they want less support for 
their children. They want 
more support, and we want 
to give it.”

The downtown location 
saw hundreds of retired 
teachers, support staff 
and occasional teachers 
lined up to take part in the 
protest, with Henderson 
noting some of the retirees 
were veterans of the labour 
dispute under the previous 
Conservative government.

“We’ve got retired teach-
ers here who might have 
picketed during the Mike 
Harris (Sr.) era.”

One of those retirees 

was Joe King, carrying 
an OSSTF flag from those 
1990s battles. He said be-
ing frugal is commendable, 
but not at the expense of 
a quality educational sys-
tem.

“It’s peaceful and calm 
here, but the message is a 
stern one: no cuts to educa-
tion,” said King.

The space out in front 
of the MPP’s Arthur Street 
constituency office has 
been the scene of a couple 
of protests prior to Wednes-
day’s strike. Last Friday, 
for instance, saw education 
workers gather en masse to 

send a message. 
“We’re hoping to help the 
public understand what 
the Conservative gov-
ernment is doing to the 
system,” Rob Gascho, pres-
ident of OSSTF District 24, 
said during the gathering 
November 29. 

“This is a strike action. 
People are here on their 
own time to send a mes-
sage ... about not devastat-
ing the public education 
system.”

Gascho said the govern-
ment is not bargaining in 
good faith, in fact it’s not 
really bargaining at all. 

For its part, the govern-
ment claims it’s the teach-
ers who aren’t cooperating 
in the process.

“Our government’s firm 
position, and that of par-
ents, is that strikes hurt 
kids; we want deals that 
keep students in class. For 
teacher unions to escalate 
to the point of compromis-
ing student learning is very 
troubling,” said Harris in 
an email. “I support a deal, 
not a strike. I will stand by 
our team that remains de-
termined to land deals with 
our labour partners as soon 
as possible to keep our kids 

in the classroom.”
Escalating action is 

needed to send a message 
to the province, said Car-
roll.

Teachers started with 
a work-to-rule campaign 
last week to make the 
school board aware of their 
position, while trying to 
minimize the impact on 
students, he said, noting 
Wednesday’s action was 
drawing attention to the 
dangers of spending cuts.

“We want people to real-
ize that harm that’s going 
to be caused now will be 
felt tenfold in the future.”
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

There were 424 residential properties sold through 
the MLS system of the Kitchener-Waterloo Association 
of Realtors in November, a decrease of 12.4% com-
pared to the same month last year. The average sale 
price of all residential properties sold in November 
increased by 18.7% to $566,866. Detached homes 
sold for an average price of $660,071, an increase of 
14.2%. The median price of all residential properties 
sold last month increased 17.6% to $516,500.

As the last of the opponents dropped their objections, 
plans for a power centre in St. Jacobs moved forward 
at Woolwich council this week. The tentative opening 
date for the Wal-Mart-anchored project is Jan. 1, 2004. 
Meeting as a committee of the whole Dec. 3, council-
lors approved changes to Official Plan amendments 
needed to make the King/86 development a reality. 

From the Dec. 7, 2002 edition of The Observer
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

HOME SALES DOWN FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Traffic issues, particularly 
speeding, are a frequent 
source of public com-
plaints received by Wool-
wich officials. Often more 
perception than reality, the 
topic is nonetheless in turn 

TECHNOLOGY AT PLAY

The Elmira Space Chickens, St. Clements Wild Goats and the St. Jacobs Super Stingers participated in the FIRST Lego competition over the weekend at St. 
David’s Catholic Secondary School in Waterloo. The Wild Goats (top right) won first place in the tournament, followed by the Space Chickens (left), who placed 
second. [ANETA REBISZEWSKI / THE OBSERVER]

Young robotics competitors earn a spot 
in provincial championships

Getting drivers to slow down a slow process in Woolwich Township

TRAFFIC CALMING | 06

a familiar refrain for coun-
cillors seeking answers 
from staff.

A “do something” men-
tality surrounds calls for 
traffic-calming measures, 
which have been looked 
at systematically since the 
township first adopted an 
official process in 2015. 

This year, for instance, 
engineering staff looked 
at traffic issues reported 
on four roads:  Woolwich 
Street South (Woolwich 
Street North – Schiefele 
Place), Benjamin Road 
(Burning Bush Road – 
Cheltonwood Crescent), St. 
Charles Street East (Notre 

Dame Avenue – Pine Creek 
Road), and Whippoorwill 
Drive (Green Warbler Cres-
cent – Grey Owl Drive).

Woolwich has a pro-
cess, first adopted in 2015, 
that does appear to react 
slowly following public 
complaints about safety 
on a given road. Starting 

with an examination of the 
street to see if it warrants 
a study, the township then 
moves to traffic monitor-
ing: speed information, 
traffic counts and accident 
data collection. If a prob-
lem is eventually identi-
fied, there’s then a two-
stage response available. 

Stage one involves lane 
narrowing, painted lines, 
“slow down” signs, the use 
of the township’s radar 
speed trailer, and targeted 
police enforcement. Stage 
two would see the use of 
speed humps, raised cross-
walks or extended curbs to 

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Several local FIRST Lego 
League teams walked away 
with more than just hard-
ware after a strong showing 
at the Waterloo qualifying 
tournament last weekend.

The Elmira Space Chick-
ens and St. Clements Wild 
Goats performed so well 
that they will move on to 
the Ontario West Provincial 
Championships in Febru-
ary 2020. The St. Jacobs 
Super Stingers also scored 
ninth (250 points) out of 24 
teams in a very competitive 
robot game. 

“We were so happy to 
have won that [advancing] 
award. That was all we had 
wanted,” said Space Chick-
ens member Jarod Wight, 
adding that the results 
were not entirely expected. 
“A few of us cried – one of 
them might have been me 
– we were so happy that we 
were going on. It was the 
best day ever.”  

To prepare for the offi-
cial tournament, each team 
spends several months 
constructing an autono-
mous robot built entirely 

out of LEGO Mindstorm 
technology. The robot 
must solve as many mis-
sions as possible within a 
specific time frame to earn 
points. They have three 
tries to do so, and only 
their highest score counts. 
The judges also evaluate 
the robot design.

The Space Chickens won 
the 2nd place Robot De-
sign Award, placed fourth 
place in the robot game 
with “Smallbot,” achiev-
ing a score of 310 on their 
second try, and finished 
fourth overall in the tour-
nament. Only five out of 
the 24 teams that attended 
advance on to the more 
competitive provincials.

“Our team is stronger in 
programming,” said Wight, 
on what the team does 
particularly well. “I think 
the judges liked our robot 
because when they an-
nounced our team for the 
second place robot design 
award, they said ‘This team 
really left their mark on the 
field.’”

The Wild Goats won the 
tournament overall, in-
cluding all four categories, 
earning them a 1st Place 

Champion’s Award. Their 
robot, “Billy the Goat,” 
managed to earn a score of 
345 on their first try. This 
earned them third place in 
the robot game category – 
first went to Laurelwood ROBOTICS | 04

Brooklyn Alpaugh said she 
was particularly proud of 
how their robot performed.

“We programmed it to 
return home not very often 
... so that we could com-

(375) and second went to 
R252 (355).

“We definitely gained 
from the experience of 
having been involved last 
year,” said team coach 
Tricia Alpaugh, of the win-

ning strategy. “We have 
eight really bright kids who 
are really hardworking. We 
keep making a list of things 
that need to be done, and 
we just keep working at it.”

Wild Goats member 

Councillors pushing for more traffic-calming measures following the latest report from engineering staff
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New Year’s
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Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

For wills & powers of attorney 
completed between Nov. 30/19 
and Jan. 31/20.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 

 $25 OFFPER
PERSON

Before a baby is born, parents 
have countless decisions to make.
How you feed your baby isn’t always an easy choice. Breastfeeding takes 
planning, practice, and time to find the right supports you need. 
The benefits are worth it.

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/breastfeeding

Connects you with information, resources and services available 
to help you prepare for breastfeeding.

Don’t wait until your baby arrives, call 519-575-4400 
or visit us online to learn more.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES

BY ANETA REBISZEWSKI 
arebiszewski@woolwichobserver.com

Recently repaired and 
opened to traffic, the West 
Montrose covered bridge 
will be pedestrian’s only 
for a while next Monday for 
a much better reason, as 
community members gath-
er for the annual carol sing. 

The BridgeKeepers orga-
nization is hosting the out-
ing that harkens back to a 
Christmas tradition as car-
ollers channel the holiday 
spirit. From O Holy Night 
to Deck the Halls, the song 
list includes a mix of tradi-
tional and fun-filled songs 
we all know and love. 

“When I was a kid we 
used to go door to door and 
knock on doors, sing carols, 
and you’d get a quarter or 
something for singing a 
couple of songs,” said Tony 
Dowling, who originally 
came up with the carolling 
event back in the late-‘80s. 

Instead of walking 
through the neighbour-
hood, neighbours from 
near and far come to the 
bridge for the atmosphere 

plete a lot more tasks just 
in one go, which is very 
different compared to oth-
er teams,” said Brooklyn. 
“It stayed on the bridge at 
the last second so we got 
extra points for doing that 
as well.”

Another component 
of the competition is 
the innovation project: 
as the theme this year is 
“City Shaper,” teams are 
challenged to identify a 
problem with a building or 
public space in their com-
munity. They then come 
up with a way to solve the 
problem, then share and 
refine that solution.

The Elmira Space Chick-
ens focused on ideas for 
the accessible washroom to 
be installed at Gibson Park 
(Kate’s Place for Everyone) 
by next summer. The Wild 
Goats, on the other hand, 
came up with a “Smart 
Sorter” that uses artificial 
intelligence to sort be-

tween garbage and recy-
cling to combat improper 
recycling practices.

Teams must also have 
core values that include 
discovery, innovation, im-
pact, inclusion, teamwork, 
and fun. Wight added that 
the experience has not only 
been great for each team’s 
friendships, but it also gets 
them thinking about a fu-
ture career in science.

“It has definitely changed 
our lives because a lot of 
us think science is much 
cooler and want to get jobs 
in the field,” said Wight. 
“Presenting is easier for us 
because we’ve done it a lot, 
and we know our friends 
are there to help us if we get 
stuck on something.”

Each team will be taking 
a well-earned break for the 
Christmas holidays before 
using the judge’s feedback 
to prepare for the provin-
cial competition at the 
University of Waterloo on 
February 1.

 � ROBOTICS: Heading into the break 
to make plans for the competition
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A-carolling we go, as covered bridge hosts 
annual sing-along on Monday night

of a traditional Christmas.
“It’s just an opportunity 

for people to get together 
and celebrate and socialize 
for the season,” he noted. 

Soon after moving to 
West Montrose, Dowling 
and his wife went for a 
walk one winter night 
through the bridge, and 
as Dowling started to sing 
Silent Night and thought 
to himself, “Holy cow that 
sounds pretty good.” That 
quickly sparked an idea for 
Dowling as a member of 
the Elmira Kiwanis Club, 
and together they helped 
to turn it into a tradition 
that brings out some 100 
carollers each year. 

Due to the busy holiday 
season, the Kiwanis Club 
passed on the carolling 
event to the BridgeKeepers 
to carry on the tradition. 
The West Montrose group 
has pared it back some-
what, as the event had be-
come something of victim 
of its own success.

“There were too many 
people for the bridge to 
handle,” Dowling said. “Af-
ter that, we scaled it back 

just because we thought if 
we’re getting hundreds of 
people out, it’s just not the 
community event we have 
envisioned.”

One of the main concerns 
about the event this year 
was whether the bridge 
would be repaired in time 
for the event, says Dowling, 
who had been keeping up 
with the progress of the res-
toration work.

When the bridge was 
closed down earlier this 
year due to a crack in two 
of the supporting beams, 
there was a flashback to 
nearly 11 years ago when 
the same thing happened, 
explained Dowling. 

“It was a concern – we 
had this happen when 
there was a beam broken 
on the bridge and it was 
actually closed through the 
Christmas season,” he said. 

Even with the closure, 
the event continued on, 
however, as people gath-
ered in a church parking 
lot where the group had 
parked the covered bridge 
float used for the Santa 
Claus parade. 

“We sort of just gathered 
around that covered bridge 
and sang so we still had a 
covered bridge carol sing,” 
Dowling recalled.

Now with the bridge 
repaired and back to full 
strength, there is an op-
portunity to gather and 
sing for this year’s event. 
In previous years the car-
ollers would stand in the 
middle of the bridge but 
that became too much so 
now the singers are asked 
to go towards the north 
end of the bridge to meet 
and join in on the festivi-
ties to avoid any hardship 
to the bridge. 

After a night of singing 
there will be hot cider and 
cookies provided by the 
general store in West Mon-
trose. The BridgeKeepers 
are also asking people 
bring donations for the Ki-
wanis Food Drive that will 
help the local community. 

Those who want to take 
part in the festivities are 
asked to meet at the north 
end of the West Montrose 
bridge on December 9 at 7 
p.m. 

The annual caroling event hosted by the BridgeKeepers is set for 7 p.m. Dec. 9 at the historical West Montrose covered bridge.  [ANETA REBISZEWSKI]
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$4.99

HAM & TURKEY   

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

/lb Reg.$5.35 /lb

TURKEY DRUMS   

BLACK FOREST STYLE HAM   

$3.29
/lb

$4.29/lb Reg.$4.99 /lbHAM KEILBOSSA  
DELI SLICED 

2, 5 & 10 LB SIZES 

BONE IN FRESH

$2.99 /lb Reg.$3.25 /lb
SMOKED 

With the holidays just 
weeks away, police have 
their festive RIDE program 
in full swing. Police ser-
vices across the province 
take part in holiday RIDE 
programs aimed at taking 
alcohol- and drug-impaired 
drivers off our roads. 

Thanks to new impaired 
driving laws phased in 
last year, police report 
they are heading into 
the seasonal campaign 
with enhanced tools and 
authorities. Under the 
new law, police officers 
in possession of an ap-
proved screening device 
who lawfully pull over a 
driver in a RIDE initiative 
(or through any other law-
ful traffic stop) can now 
demand a breath sample 
without having reason-
able suspicion that the 
driver has alcohol in their 
body.  

The OPP has also ac-
quired approved drug 
screening equipment that 
can detect cannabis and 

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

NOVEMBER 27

 ■ 11:30 PM | A member 
of the Perth County OPP 
observed a vehicle conducting 
a U-turn on Perth Line 34. The 
officer conducted a traffic stop 
to check on the sobriety of the 
driver. While speaking with the 
driver, the officer suspected 
that the driver had consumed 
alcohol. The officer made a 
demand for the driver to pro-
vide a sample of their breath 
into an approved roadside 
screening device. The driver 
registered an ‘alert.’ The 
driver, a 57-year-old Wilmot 
Township man, was issued a 

Police out in force with RIDE programs through the holidays

cocaine in a driver’s saliva. 
The device can be used 
to enforce the provincial 
“zero tolerance” sanctions 
that now apply to young, 
novice and commercial 
drivers who are suspected 
of having the presence of 
drugs in their body. 

Police note that officers 
can demand a driver to 
submit to a Standardized 
Field Sobriety Test (SFST) 
and a Drug Recognition 
Expert (DRE) Evaluation. 

SFST-trained officers and 
DREs have the expertise 
to detect impairment by 
alcohol, drugs or both in a 
driver. 

“Whether a driver is 
impaired by alcohol, 
drugs or both, impaired 
is impaired – any time 
of year. Our frontline 
officers have never been 
more prepared than they 
are now to remove these 
dangerous drivers from 
our roads,” said Ontario 

Provincial Police Commis-
sioner Thomas Carrique 
in a release.

In 2018, 56 people were 
killed in alcohol/drug-re-
lated collisions on OPP-pa-
trolled roads. 

Close to 600 people have 
died on OPP-patrolled 
roads in the past ten years 
in collisions that involved 
an alcohol or drug-im-
paired driver. 

The festive RIDE cam-
paign runs until January 2.

seven-day driving suspension 
and the vehicle was towed 
and impounded as per statute. 

NOVEMBER 28

 ■ 11:00 PM | Members of 
the Wellington County OPP 
were conducting a Reduce 
Impaired Driving Everywhere 
check on Wellington Road 7, 
Elora when the driver of a 
sport utility vehicle entered 
the RIDE check. Officers 
formed the opinion that the 
driver had been consuming 
alcohol. A roadside screen-
ing test was conducted, and 
the driver registered a fail. 

He was arrested and brought 
to a local OPP operations 
centre for further testing. 
The driver was also found 
to be in possession of what 
investigators believed was 
cocaine. As a result of the 
investigation, the 39-year-
old Guelph man was charged 
with ‘impaired operation 
- 80 plus’ and ‘possession of 
cocaine.’ A 90-day driver’s 
licence suspension and sev-
en-day vehicle impoundment 
were initiated. The accused 
is scheduled to appear in the 
Ontario Court of Justice – 
Guelph on January 3.

DECEMBER 3

 ■ 7:00 AM | Waterloo Re-
gional Police received reports 
of a sinkhole on Nafziger Road, 
just north of Snyders Road 
West in Wilmot Township. 
Approximately six cars were 
disabled when they drove over 
the hole, which measured one 
metre across. No injuries were 
reported. All disabled vehicles 
were removed from the scene. 
Nafziger Road was closed 
from Snyders Road West to 
Erbs Road while regional 
and township staff repaired 
the damage caused when a 
watermain burst.

Police across the province are now out conducting the festive RIDE program.  [SUBMITTED]

BY ANETA REBISZEWSKI 
arebiszewski@woolwichobserver.com

As part of a plan to keep 
seniors healthy and end 
hallway healthcare, the On-
tario government is invest-
ing $90 million annually 
for the new Ontario Seniors 
Dental Care Program (OSD-
CP) that will provide dental 
services for eligible low-in-
come seniors across the 
province. 

Many low-income se-
niors are faced with chal-
lenges when it comes to 
accessing regular dental 
care, says Andrea Reist, 
the Region of Waterloo’s 
director of child and family 
health.

“By making this dental 
care available through this 
program to eligible seniors 
that should help to reduce 
unnecessary trips to the 
hospital, prevent chronic 

Province rolls out new dental program for low-income seniors
disease, and increase quali-
ty of life for seniors.”

When seniors are able to 
access these preventative 
services there is a chance 
to increase overall oral 
health, she notes, while 
avoiding going to the emer-
gency room due to the lack 
of affordability of dental 
services.  

Those who are eligible 
for the program must be 
residents of Ontario, be 65 
years of age or older and 
meet the net income brack-
et, explains Reist. A single 
senior must have an annu-
al net income of $19,300 or 
less, or if there is a senior 
couple they must have a 
combined annual net in-
come of $32,300 of less to 
be considered for the new 
OSDCP. 

Many of these seniors 
often end up getting treat-
ed in hospitals which can 

cause pressure, said Kitch-
ener-Conestoga MPP Mike 
Harris.

“Seniors dental care is 
something that can defi-
nitely help alleviate some 
of that stress on hospitals 
and of course a great by 
product of that is being 
able to help seniors in the 
communities.”

Some of the services that 
will be covered under the 
OSDCP will be things like; 
checkups, fluoride polish-
ing, repairing broken teeth 
or cavities, doing x-rays, 
minor oral surgery like re-
moving teeth, and treating 
gum infections.  The pro-
gram will also cover a por-
tion of those who need new 
dentures which can often 
be one of the more costly 
dental services that affects 
seniors, said Reist. 

In Waterloo Region, 
there are many people who 

would benefit from the 
program and this is a good 
opportunity to help those 
in need, said Harris.

“Anytime you can have 
those preventative and 
corrective measures put in 
place before things get too 
out of hand it benefits the 
community immensely.”

While the initiative is 
fairly new it is in its first 
phase where the province 
is currently taking applica-
tions and looking to build 
capacity in the system. 

“The province will 
respond and tell people 
whether they’re eligible or 
not. If they’re eligible they 
will receive a dental card 
in the mail and a package,” 
said Reist of how the pro-
cess currently works. 

In the second phase, 
the ministry of health is 
working on a capital plan 
proposal that will look into 

expanding the capacity for 
the OSDCP program in all 
three of the community 
health centres sites here in 
the Waterloo Region. Cur-
rently, there are just two 
locations that will be of-
fering the dental services 
– Kitchener Downtown 
Community Health Centre 
and Langs Community 
Health Centre in Cam-
bridge. 

Those who are interested 
in the program must go 
through an application 
process, Reist explained, 
which can be done online 
or through any com-

munity health centre or 
public heath dental clinic.  
Seniors are also offered 
assistance in completing 
the applications when they 
book an appointment with 
any of the following;  Wool-
wich Community Health 
Centre, Kitchener Down-
town Health Centre, Langs 
Community Health Centre, 
or at the public health den-
tal clinics in Waterloo or 
Cambridge.  

Applications can be 
found online at www.on-
tario.ca/SeniorsDental or 
can be picked up at a local 
constituency office. 
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narrow the roadway.
“Currently, there are no 

traffic calming requests 
that require stage two mea-
sures to be implemented. 
Staff would like to imple-
ment an additional stage 
one measure on Woolwich 
Street, Oriole Parkway and 
St. Charles Street East in 
the spring of 2020,” the en-
gineering department’s Ian 
Vaughan said in a report 
presented to council Tues-
day night.

Director of infrastructure 
services Jared Puppe noted 
the preference is to move 
slowly, making a change 
and then testing to see if 
it’s been effective rather 

than moving right to stage 
two measures. Implement-
ing hard infrastructure 
changes can be costly, he 
said, adding that staff is 
open to finding solutions.

“I would suggest noth-
ing’s off the table, from our 
perspective,” he said.

As an example of coun-
cillors received complaints, 
Ward 3’s Larry Shantz 
pointed to ongoing con-
cerns from residents on 
Golf Course Road in Cones-
togo.

He noted that the traf-
fic-monitoring data shows 
there were some 192 in-
cidents where cars were 
travelling at or above 60 
km/h in the 50 zone, asking 

what the township can do 
to slow down drivers.

Vaughan countered that 
the figures show most of 
the traffic is within a rea-
sonable range, with some 
outliers. 

Measures such as low-
ering speed limits don’t 
always work, as people 
will drive at their “comfort 
level,” said Puppe, with 
Shantz suggesting the likes 
of speed humps or collaps-
ible bollards. 

“We have to do some-
thing – there’s a lot of ac-
tivity going on there,” said 
Shantz.

Puppe said the township 
has been monitoring the 
effectiveness of measures 

undertaken there, and will 
continue to do so.

Coun. Scott McMillan 
noted that roads are often 
designed for speeds in 
excess of the posted rate, 
prompting people to drive 
at that higher speed. He 
suggested steps be taken 
to make the comfortable 
speed a slower one, point-
ing to the likes of lane 
narrowing and curb bump-
outs. 

The township uses what 
it calls the three ‘E’s when 
discussing traffic-calming 
measures: engineering, ed-
ucation and enforcement. 
But councillors appeared 
to take issue with the effec-
tiveness of that approach, 

particularly the education 
component.

Coun. Patrick Merlihan 
stressed the need to do a 
better job of the education 
part. He suggested putting 
a clear link to information 
on the township’s website 
that would let residents see 
the traffic-calming reports 
and provide them with 
information, along with 
a link to registering com-
plaints with the munici-
pality. That, he said, could 
make people more aware of 
what’s being done.

For 2020, the township 
has identified seven loca-
tions that require traffic 
monitoring, having met the 
criteria for stage-one traffic 

calming measures:
• Benjamin Road (Burn-

ing Bush Road – Chelton-
wood Crescent)

• Woolwich Street South 
(Elroy Road – Menno 
Street)

• Whippoorwill Drive 
(Green Warbler Crescent – 
Grey Owl Drive)

• Oriole Parkway West 
(Mockingbird Drive – Fla-
mingo Drive)

• Crowsfoot Road (Saw-
mill Road – 430 metres 
East of Sawmill Road)

• Woolwich Street South 
(Woolwich Street North – 
Scheifele Place)

• St. Charles Street East 
(Notre Dame Avenue – Pine 
Creek Road)

 � TRAFFIC-CALMING: Councillors look for changes to reduce a constant source of complaints from the public
FROM 03

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Residents of a Wellesley 
neighbourhood aren’t hap-
py about a proposed medi-
um-density development, 
bringing that message 
to township councillors 
during a public meeting 
December 3.

The proposal calls for 55 
townhouses, two semi-de-
tached units and a sin-
gle-family home to be built 
on land at 1016, 1018, 1024, 
1030, and 1032 Doering St. 
The applicant, 2046680 
Ontario Inc. (Jim Flynn), 
is looking for an official 
plan and zoning bylaw 
amendments to allow the 
project to proceed on some 
7.75 acres of land, some of 
which is currently zoned as 
open space.

But neighbours weren’t 
keen on the idea, raising 
concerns about environ-
mental impacts, traffic and 
parking, and provisions for 
pedestrian traffic, council-
lors heard Tuesday night. 

“We feel that the pro-
posal would have a very 
negative impact on the 
neighbourhood and on the 
current residents of Do-
ering Street and Nafziger 
Road South,” said Welles-
ley resident Jamie Gerber, 
who said he was speaking 
on behalf of several other 
community members.

He cited environmental 
concerns as among the big-
gest issues – 1016 and 1032 
Doering St. are zoned as 
‘open space’ and ‘environ-
mental constraint areas.’ 
This was put in place to 
protect Firella Creek, the 
watershed and wildlife 
habitat from development, 
he said.

“Protection of the en-
vironment and wildlife 
habitat is more important 
at this time in history than 

Proposed residential development raises 
questions for Wellesley neighbourhood

it has ever been. I under-
stand that no development 
will occur in the floodplain 
area, but of course, wildlife 
aren’t limited to lines on a 
floodplain map.”

The road access pro-
posed in the concept draw-
ing is “problematic,” he 
added. 

The use of an easement 
(currently a private drive-
way) for secondary access 
to the development would 
adversely affect residences 
on Nafziger Road. As it is 
now, it would reduce pri-
vacy, increase traffic noise, 
reduce safety, and lead to 
potential devaluation of 
properties.

“It doesn’t sound like a 
good thing when 132 cars 
are going to come in and 
out and past my family’s 
house every day, and then 
disperse on this lousy cor-
ner, where you can’t see to 
turn onto Nafziger,” said 

Marshall Roth, another 
Wellesley village resident.

Pedestrian safety was 
another concern  raised. 
The east side of Nafziger 
Road between Doering 
and Lawrence streets does 
not currently have a side-
walk, which could create 
crossing hazards. Gerber 
went on to propose that 
“sidewalks should be a 
mandatory requirement 
for pedestrian safety and to 
facilitate ease of walking in 
all new developments.”

Staff indicated the 
application “represents 
good planning because it 
is a suitable area for resi-
dential development, and 
aligns with the Township 
of Wellesley official plan, 
which encourages redevel-
opment and infilling with-
in settlement areas, and 
providing more housing 
options.

“What we have attempt-

ed to do here is to design a 
plan that is sensitive to the 
area by… although offering 
a unit type that is different, 
provides some separation 
from the existing homes,” 
said Steve Wever of GSP 
group, who spoke on behalf 
of the applicant. “There 
are more details that will 
emerge as we go forward 
through future planning 
approval.”

The plan is likely to un-
dergo at least some chang-
es in response to concerns 
raised by the Grand River 
Conservation Authority, in-
volved because part of the 
land is in a floodplain.

Tuesday night’s meeting 
was for information pur-
poses only, with council 
not making any decisions. 
After more input and pos-
sible revisions, planning 
staff will come back at a 
later date with a report for 
councillors’ consideration. 

Site map of proposed development on Doering Street in Wellesley. [SUBMITTED]

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Looking to simplify the 
collection process for over-
due water and sewer bills 
– and increase the chance 
of getting its hands on the 
money – Woolwich will be 
adding the amount owing 
to the property taxes of 
those in arrears.

The new system would 
replace a time-consuming 
procedure, director of fi-
nance Richard Petherick 
told councillors meeting 
Tuesday night.

The current system re-
quires new customers to 
post a security deposit of 
$250 – refundable after a 
year in good standing – and 
relies on water shutoffs in 
cases of delinquency, mov-
ing the amount owning to a 
collection agency when that 
fails to get the bill paid.

The current system is 
onerous, requiring a bylaw 
enforcement officer and 
a water department crew 
member to go to the home 
to shut off the water after 
an escalating series of 
warnings.

“The doesn’t happen 
very often, fortunately,” 
said Petherick. 

Under the new system, 
the township can just put 
the arrears on the property 
tax bill.

“When a final bill is 
issued the customer will 
have thirty (30) days to 
make payment. If the ac-
count remains unpaid after 
this time it will be trans-
ferred to the tax roll. Addi-
tional fees will be charged 

Woolwich to attach 
overdue water bills 
to property taxes 
 in bid to simplify 
collections process

for the transfer and collect-
ed in the same manner as 
taxes,” he said in report.

That prompted Coun. 
Murray Martin to question 
whether people in arrears 
in their water bills might 
also be behind on their 
taxes.

There’s some overlap, 
said Petherick, but not 
often, as people are more 
likely to stay current on 
their taxes given the rami-
fications of falling behind.

The new process be-
comes a little trickier in 
the case of rental units, as 
the overdue amount will 
be added to the owners’ tax 
bills, leaving them to track 
down any delinquent ten-
ants who may have skipped 
out on the bill.

The new system reduc-
es to $150 the deposit for 
a new water account for 
residential tenants and 
$500 for new commercial 
tenants.

Responding to a ques-
tion from Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan about the num-
ber of cases that move to 
the shutoff level, Peth-
erick noted the last list 
had 28 properties, though 
sometimes they get paid 
up before the shutoff is 
actually carried out given 
how time-consuming the 
process can be.

Merlihan asked about a 
hardship clause that might 
be needed in cases where, 
for instance, someone has 
lost a job and is having 
trouble paying bills.

“Not at this time,” said 
Petherick. “There is no re-
lief program.”
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Notice of a Proposed Change to an Approved 
Renewable Energy Project and Public Meeting
Project Name: Woolwich Bio-En Inc. Biogas Facility 
Renewable Energy Approval Number: 6428-8LGLBH 
IESO Reference Number: F-000682-BIG-130-203 
Project Location:  50 Martin’s Lane, Lot 18 and 89, Part 9, Ref. Plan 58R-14363, Elmira, 
 Woolwich Township, Regional Municipality of Waterloo
Dated at Elmira, Ontario, this the 10th of December, 2019 
Woolwich Bio-En Inc. was issued a Renewable Energy Approval on 26 March 2012 in respect of 
the Woolwich Bio-En Inc. Biogas Facility. Information with respect to the decision on this project 
can be viewed on the Environmental Registry by searching #011-3923. 
Woolwich Bio-En Inc. is proposing to make a change to the project and the project itself is subject 
to the provisions of the Environmental Protection Act (Act) Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 
359/09 (Regulation). This notice must be distributed in accordance with section 32.2 of the 
Regulation. This notice is being distributed to make the public aware of a proposed change to 
the project and that a public meeting about the change is to be held. 
Meeting Location:
Date: 29 January 2020 
Time: 7:30 pm 
Place: Lion’s Hall, 40 South Street West, Elmira
Project Description and Proposed Change:
Pursuant to the Act and Regulation, the project in respect of which the Renewable Energy 
Approval was issued, is a Class 3 Anaerobic Digestion Facility.
An application has been made to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
to change the project and alter the terms and conditions of the existing Renewable Energy 
Approval. The proposed changes consist of: 

• Increasing the maximum allowable amount of biomass which may be processed from 70,000 
to 110,000 tonnes per year.  Please note that this will not require any construction of new 
storage or processing capacity, nor will the footprint of the building be changed.  This is just 
administrative recognition of our processing ability with current plant infrastructure

• Increasing total allowable truck movements from 80 to 160 per day, to correct an earlier 
administrative error

•	Allowing	operational	flexibility	with	regard	to	biomass	types	which	may	be	processed	at	the	
facility

• Add the ability to operate as a transfer station to receive, process and ship biomass to other 
appropriately-licensed facilities

• Increase the current ability to produce Renewable Natural Gas to 1000 cubic metres per hour
• Recognize changes made to odour control for the biogas domes

If approved with this change, this facility would have a total maximum name plate capacity of 2.85 
MW (not a change from the existing capacity). The project location, taking the proposed change 
into account, is described in the map below.
Documents for Inspection:
Woolwich Bio-En Inc. has been required to update the supporting documents that are required 
to form part of the application or which must otherwise be submitted to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks available to the public.  Written copies of the draft 
supporting documents will be made available for public inspection on December 10th, 2019, and 
until the public meeting on January 29th, 2020 at 
Bio-En Power Inc., 35 Earl Martin Drive, Elmira, (9 am to 4 pm); and at 
Township	of	Woolwich	Municipal	Office,	Development	Services	(Planning)	Department,	24	Church	
Street West, Elmira (9 am to 4 pm).
Project Contacts and Information:
To learn more about the project proposal, the public meeting, or to communicate concerns please contact: 
Woolwich Bio-En Inc.  Attn: Paul Taylor 
35 Earl Martin Drive, Box 130 Elmira, Ontario  N3B 3A2  (519) 669-3777
Project Location:

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

December’s arrival has 
brought with it plenty of 
work – and even more 
holiday goodwill – for the 
Wellesley & District Lions 
Club, which is in the midst 
of its Tree of Light cam-
paign.

A fundraiser for com-
munity organizations such 
as Meals on Wheels, the 
Tree of Light initiative has 
been a staple in the area for 
some three decades.

On Sunday (December 
8), club members will be 
at the Wellesley pond for a 
bench dedication in mem-
ory of Lion Susan Reid, 
after which they’ll be mak-
ing their way around town 
playing Christmas carols 
to promote the campaign. 
The tree-lighting event 
itself is set for December 
13, in conjunction with the 
Christmas Tyme parade.

Wellesley Lions Tree of Light 
campaign kicks off the season

The village is in Christ-
mas mode at this point, 
notes club member Eunice 
Schade, pointing to the 
decorations in place, as 
well as campaign donation 
boxes at stores in Wellesley. 

This weekend’s event 
will help kick the season 
into high gear, she said, 
noting the bench dedica-
tion involves a late mem-
ber who was actively in-
volved in the Tree of Light 
project during her 24 years 
with the club.

“When she passed away, 
the family actually ... asked 
for donations to go to sup-
port the Tree of Light. She 
was big into the Tree of 
Light campaign, and was a 
key part of it,” said Schade, 
noting the star atop the 
tree will be lit in Reid’s 
memory.

The activities after Sun-
day’s dedication at the 
pond will help raise aware-
ness about the community 

fundraising project.
“There are a lot of new 

people in town who don’t 
know what it’s all about,” 
she said.

All of the money raised 
by the campaign goes to 
support local charities 
each year. A $5 donation 
will light a bulb on the tree, 
while $25 will light up a 
string. Bulbs can be lit in 
memory of someone, in 
appreciation for something 
or simply to support worth-
while causes. New this year, 
income tax receipts can be 
issued for donations of $10 
or more, Schade noted.

The tree located by the 
village pond will be lit up 
at a ceremony on Decem-
ber 13 after the parade, 
with the Lions offering up 
hot apple cider, cookies 
and carols. Even after the 
lighting, the club will con-
tinue to accept donations 
for the campaign until De-
cember 31.
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Water bills join death and taxes as inevitable
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

Death, taxes and ever-in-
creasing water bills.

Woolwich wants to link 
the latter two, with the first not 
a good enough excuse to forgive 
the others.

Councillors this week ap-
proved a new process for apply-
ing security deposits and col-
lecting arrears associated with 
water and wastewater accounts. 
Where the township would pre-
viously resorted to collection 
agencies to help with overdue or 
unpaid bills, it will now simply 
apply the outstanding balances 
to the municipal tax bill, es-
sentially putting a lien on the 
property.

That’s true whether the prop-
erty is occupied by the owner or 
the tenant. For owners, it means 
the bill must be paid one way 
or another, while in the case of 
rentals, the landlord will be re-

sponsible for paying the freight, 
then trying to collect the money 
from the lessee, former or oth-
erwise.

The new process should make 
life easier for the township, if 
not those in arrears. That part 
works in the general public’s 
favour, though that such a move 
is necessary is symptomatic of 
runaway costs associated with 
over-regulated, overpriced and 
inefficient water and sewage 
systems that have become sym-
bols of bureaucracy’s worst ten-
dencies. 

To be sure, the township – in 
this case, ratepayers – shouldn’t 
be on the hook for deadbeat 
customers, but there would be 
fewer defaults if increases didn’t 
keep outstripping inflation by 
huge margins.

Once upon a time, water and 
sewer fees were a relatively 

small thing, so much so that we 
didn’t think about the amount 
of water we used, or even just 
flushed away. 

The real costs of scarcity and 
environmental damage are now 
showing up in conventional en-
ergy prices. And for some years 
now, water has edged into that 
territory, no longer simply taken 
for granted and priced accord-
ingly.

Rates for water and sewers 
are soaring. We ignored the 
deteriorating infrastructure 
that brought us fresh water and 
piped away what we had used. 
We paid scant attention to the 
ecological system that provided 
the supply and absorbed our 
waste. No more. Prices are ris-
ing now to make up for years of 
neglect – the relatively free ride 
is over.

By now, Woolwich residents 

are no strangers to large in-
creases on their bills, mostly the 
result of costs imposed by the 
Region of Waterloo. With the 
region planning for ongoing sig-
nificant jumps in its rates, you’ll 
continue to see those expenses 
appear on your municipal water 
bill. 

The region justifies the hikes 
by pointing to the scale of the 
work needed to deal with aging 
infrastructure and to accommo-
date population growth.

However, necessary or not, 
increases do not play well with 
the public, the people who have 
been digging deeper into their 
pockets to pay for water. 

Because it seems like we’re al-
ways paying more, but receiving 
nothing more in return – at least 
not much that we can see – the 
increases rankle.

While we can’t see where our 

cash is going, Woolwich and all 
other Ontario municipalities 
have been incurring increased 
costs due to government rules, 
much of it knee-jerk reaction 
to what happened in Walker-
ton. For communities with safe 
drinking water, the extra layer of 
red tape has served only to boost 
costs, with no effect on the prod-
uct that pours out of our taps. 

Regulations governing wa-
ter testing – warranted or not 
– have help boost costs, but 
nothing like the infrastructure 
upgrades that will be needed in 
the coming years. Again, some 
of those are the fault of the prov-
ince, which has changed the way 
municipalities must handle wa-
ter and sewage. 

The bottom line is you’re pay-
ing more this year, next year and 
every year for the foreseeable 
future. 

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

W hen he took office 
in January 2017, 
Donald Trump 

called the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization “ob-
solete,” but he hates all 
multinational institutions 
so that hardly counts. 
Just last month, however, 
France’s President Emman-
uel Macron said that the 
NATO alliance is “strategi-
cally brain-dead,” which is 
closer to the truth.

Yet the leaders of the 
alliance’s 29 member coun-
tries are all in the United 
Kingdom this week to cele-
brate the 70th anniversary 
of NATO’s foundation. 
Brain-dead or just deeply 
confused, it continues 
to stumble around and 
receives frequent transfu-
sions of cash. Why?

Macron was furious last 

At 70, NATO is 
doing no harm

month because nobody in 
NATO could satisfactorily 
answer his big question: 
“Who is the enemy?” The 
alleged Russian threat is 
still the glue that holds 
the alliance together, but 
Macron doesn’t believe 
in that. His own answer is 
that the alliance’s real ene-
my is terrorism, but that is 
equally silly.

Terrorism is a major nui-
sance but not an existential 
threat, and counter-terror-
ism is usually a secret ‘war’ 

Like everyone else, Santa knows neither side in the education dispute is much concerned with the public good.

“Over the last three years, Ontario’s food banks have 
seen a 27% increase in the number of adults with 
employment income accessing their services. This 
tells us that, while these individuals are working in a 
full or part time position, they have not been able to 
secure sufficient income to afford all of their basic ne-
cessities each month, like rent, heat, hydro, or food.” 
Carolyn Stewart, executive director of Feed On-
tario, on a new report that shows even those with 
full-time jobs depend on food banks

The St. Lawrence River population of striped 
bass – one of three distinct populations in Can-
ada – has been judged extinct. The last known 
original St. Lawrence River striped bass was caught 
in 1968, and the population of striped bass that 
historically lived in the St. Lawrence River is gone, 
the victim of overfishing and habitat degradation. 
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 
Canada (COSEWIC) 
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GWYNNE DYER 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

We can expect more flooding of the kind in new study

W ater levels in the Great 
Lakes continue to 
climb, giving rise to 

concerns about flooding even 
as we head into the frozen-over 
time of the year rather than the 
spring thaw normally associated 
with such warnings.

Coupled with more frequent 
and violent weather events, ris-
ing water levels will bring more 
generalized flooding of the kind 
we saw earlier this year. The kind 
that prompted to province to 
appoint a special advisor to car-
ry out a review of flood events, 
chronicled in a recently released 
report.

Winnipeg-based engineer 
Douglas McNeil carried out the 
study prompted by flooding 
last spring that saw 23 Ontario 
municipalities declare states of 
emergency. 

“Emergencies were first de-
clared starting in early April and 
lasted through July in many 
cases. Even through the fall and 
heading into winter, the Great 
Lakes continue to experience 
high-water levels that have been 
underway since early 2017, and 
many people and properties con-
tinue to be at risk,” writes McNeil 
in his report, which contained 
more than five dozen recom-
mendations, noting things may 
get worse.

“As a natural phenomenon, 
major storm events that contrib-
ute to significant flood events 
will happen again, but with cli-
mate change we can expect that 
they will be more frequent and/
or more significant. There is no 
one level of government that can 
be expected to deal with floods 
before, during and after they 
happen, but rather every level of 
government (federal, provincial, 
municipal, county), agencies of 
government (conservation au-
thorities), and every individual, 
has a role and responsibility.”

In this area, flooding was rel-
atively mild by comparison to 
elsewhere in the province. The 
region is usually spared such 
hardships – you have to go back 
more than four decades to the 
Cambridge flood of 1974 to find 
something on a large scale. We’re 
also fairly immune from the 
hurricanes, wildfires and earth-
quakes we see elsewhere on the 

globe. And while tornados are 
a possibility, past occurrences 
haven’t come with the same 
frequency or wrought the kind 
of destruction we see in, say, the 
U.S. Midwest. 

We’re not immune, however, 
from the impacts of a shifting 
climate, including more extreme 
weather.

If climate models are on target, 
we can expect more extreme 
weather days ahead, even put-
ting aside the human contribu-
tion to global warming/climate 
change.

Predicted changes would sig-
nificantly decrease the duration 
of the annual snow season and 
lengthen the growing season. 
They could increase the frequen-
cy and severity of extreme heat 
events in summer. 

If the models hold, we can 
expect more than just rising tem-
peratures. Greater impacts could 
include changes in precipitation 
patterns, in soil moisture, and 
possibly in the frequency and in-
tensity of severe weather events. 

Changes in weather patterns 
may affect the frequency and 

intensity of pollution episodes. 
Increased heat stress, and 

possible increases in the number 
or severity of episodes of poor 
air quality and extreme weather 
events could all have a nega-
tive effect on human health. A 
warmer climate may facilitate 
migration of disease-carrying 
organisms from other regions. 

Ontario falls prey to a number 
of natural hazards: drought, heat 
waves, floods, rain, snow and 
ice storms, tornadoes, and even 
hurricanes, although they’re 
rare. Small changes in average 
climate conditions are expected 
to generate significant changes 
in extreme events.

Experts anticipate fewer 
extremely cold days and more 
extremely hot days and more 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

severe thunderstorms, which 
can cause injury and property 
damage.

Staying out of the climate 
change debate, the insurance 
industry is nonetheless spending 
a considerable amount of time 
crunching the numbers – assess-
ing risk is their business, after all 
– and they see plenty of reasons 
to worry. Lately, the industry has 
been more proactive, essentially 
urging mitigation efforts through 
pitches to government and the 
public alike – you may have seen 
the television commercials.

Insurance companies, which 
top no one’s most-popular list, ar-
en’t doing so for the public’s ben-
efit per se. The industry doesn’t 
care about you, it cares about 
its profits. In the ideal world, it 
collects ever-increasing premi-
ums and pays out nothing, with 
government forcing consumers to 
keep paying nonetheless.

But its goals somewhat align 
with the public’s in that most 
people want to avoid making 
claims as much as insurers want 
to avoid paying them.

Most of the issues around 

flooding and subsequent claims 
come from poor decisions made 
in the past, from allowing homes 
to be built on vulnerable land 
to building codes that don’t rec-
ognize changing risks. And we 
appear to have learned little thus 
far, still building – and rebulid-
ing – in floodplains and known 
problem areas, though perhaps 
not with the same disdain for 
reality as storm-ravaged parts of 
the coasts – think of the stretch 
along the Atlantic from Florida 
to points north, for instance.

Those places will be hit hard-
est, but there’s likely no escaping 
it even here. Most of the predic-
tions based on climate modelling 
show more changes coming, 
none for the better. AGW skeptic 
or otherwise, there’s no denying 
the climate is in flux, and that 
we’ll have to deal with the conse-
quences. 

So, what are we doing to pre-
pare? Not enough, according to 
studies such as those carried out 
by the Climate Change Adapta-
tion Project at the University of 
Waterloo. 

Severe weather is on the rise 
across Canada. Events that used 
to happen every 40 years can 
now be expected to happen every 
six. Homes are damaged more 
frequently by heavy rainfall, hail 
damage, storm surges, tornadoes 
and hurricanes. The once-in-
a-century flooding in southern 
Alberta in 2013, which costs 
billions, will likely reoccur much 
sooner than 2113. The same with 
disasters elsewhere. There’s no 
denying the devastation, and the 
huge economic impact.

Despite the warnings, perhaps 
the largest barrier to any major 
change is human nature: we’re 
quite content with our lives to-
day, and see no need to change 
that for some potential long-
term benefit, one that’s unlikely 
to materialize in our lifetimes.

Interestingly enough, should 
the forecasted problems arise, it 
won’t matter at that point if the 
climate changes are naturally 
occurring or manmade: we’ll still 
have to cope with such things as 
rising sea levels, increased storm 
activity, desertification and oth-
er threats to farmland, to name a 
few. Expect the unpredictability 
to continue.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

in which armies have little 
importance. The appropri-
ate tools for combating it 
are generally intelligence 
services and police forces, 
not armoured brigades.

Very rarely, as in the case 
of the recently defeated 
‘Islamic State’ (ISIS), terror-
ists do control territory and 
can be fought openly. The 
recent behaviour of Turkey 
and the United States in 
northeastern Syria, howev-
er, shows the duplicity and 
cynicism with which those 
major NATO members now 

view the alliance.
President Trump agreed 

to let Turkey’s strongman 
leader, Recep Tayyip Er-
doğan, invade Syria and at-
tack the Syrian Kurds, who 
have been America’s close 
allies for the past three 
years in the war against 
ISIS. He also implicitly 
consented to let Erdoğan’s 
forces ethnically cleanse 
the Syrian Kurds from their 
homes and settle several 
million Syrian Arab refu-
gees in them instead.

Neither Trump nor 
Erdoğan consulted with 

their NATO partners about 
these potential war crimes. 
Indeed, President Macron 
found out about it all in 
a Trump tweet, which 
explains his fury. But the 
other European members 
of NATO said little in pub-
lic, because Erdoğan was 
also threatening to dump 
a couple of million Syrian 
refugees on them instead if 
they complained. 

So what useful purpose, 
if any, does NATO serve 30 
years after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, the ene-
my it was created to fight? 

NATO’s member-states 
often try to revive the glory 
days by pretending that 
the Soviet Union has been 
reincarnated in Vladimir 
Putin’s Russian Federation, 
but that’s nonsense.

Russia has only half the 
population of the old Sovi-
et Union, and its economy 
is about the same size as 
Italy’s. It has no Eastern 
European allies any more: 
they all joined NATO (or 
are still in the queue) after 
their communist govern-
ments fell in 1989. NATO’s 
armed forces were twice as 

 �DYER:  The organization may not be of much use these days, but it isn't getting in the way of anything
FROM 8 big as those of the Soviet 

bloc even in the Cold War, 
but they now outnumber 
Russia’s four-to-one.

True, this advantage 
is somewhat diminished 
by the fact that NATO’s 
military power is divided 
among 29 countries, and 
that two of the more im-
portant members, the Unit-
ed States and Canada, are 
on the far side of the Atlan-
tic. But it is preposterous 
to plan on the basis that 
the Russian ‘hordes’ are 
itching to invade western 
Europe. Indeed, it always 

was.
The former ‘satellite’ 

countries of Eastern Eu-
rope are understandably 
anxious about the risk of 
another Russian takeover, 
and NATO offers them 
some reassurance. The 
only European countries 
that are actually vulner-
able to Russian military 
intervention, however, are 
former parts of the Soviet 
Union itself like Ukraine 
and Georgia (what the Rus-
sians call the ‘near abroad’) 
– which is why NATO does 
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/scores

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

The EDSS girls’ hockey team put up a pair of converted 
touchdowns in a match this week, defeating South-
wood Secondary School 14-0. The Lancers’ attack was 
led by Maddie Goss, with four goals, Delaney Douglas 
(2), Blythe Bender (2), Haylee Clemmer, Shae-Lynn 
Martin, Alana Bauman, Kara Dietrich, Jocelyn Pickard 
and Paige Woods. Krista Bentley and Gweneth Martin 
recorded the shutout.

Woolwich Township will be offering a number of free 
swimming and skating sessions during the holidays 
(Dec. 21-27) at the WMC and in St. Jacobs. There 
are number of regular classes cancelled during 
the week, as well as adjusted hours of operation. 

www.woolwich.ca

PUTTING UP NUMBERS AN ACTIVE HOLIDAY

ence his first hat trick as 
well, so I can only imagine 
how he was feeling. I just 
hope he understood what 
his teammates were feel-
ing on the bench at the 
same time,” Collins said of 
McLaughlin’s outstanding 
performance. “That was the 
loudest roar I heard on the 
bench from someone scor-
ing a goal this year for us.”

With the energy high, 
McLaughlin skated to pot 
his second goal at 3:10 of 
the middle stanza with 
assists from Lennon and 
Way, giving the team a 3-0 
lead. Kitchener was quick 
to retaliate with two goals 
of their own in less than a 
minute to make it a one-

T omorrow morning, 
I will be getting up 
at 3:30 a.m. so I can 

take my fishing gear and 
hop in a car with two fish-
ing buddies. Then we will 
drive three hours so we can 
be on the river fishing for 
steelhead by first light. 

If you have never fished 
or hunted, you might not 
know that we refer to 3:30 
a.m. as half past stupid. 

That’s what my partner 
Jenn calls it.

Jenn, you see, is a nor-
mal person who does not, 
for some reason, under-
stand the need to get up in 
the middle of the night to 
drive on wintery roads to 
a place where you will don 
waders and step into frigid 
water, all for the chance 
of catching a fish you will 
probably release. 

Who can say how her 
mind works?

I would not think this is 
even worth writing about 
if not for the curious fact 
that this is no mere fluke. 
You see – and this is the 
hard part for me to believe 
– she also calls it half past 
stupid when I get up early 
to go duck, deer, grouse, 
squirrel, hare, goose or 
woodcock hunting. And – 
get this – to her, half past 
stupid can mean any time 
from 1:30 a.m. to 6:30 a.m. 

This, and the fact that 
they don’t teach waterfowl 
identification, is why I 
believe our educational 
system has failed us. 

As a result, people like 
Jenn have never arisen at 
half past stupid in their 
entire life. 

True, in their younger 
years, they frequently 

Sharing 
the joys 
of half 

past 
stupid
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Elmira’s Keaton McLaughlin made his way down the ice to pot his first goal of his junior B career during the game against 
the Kitchener Dutchmen on Dec. 1 at the WMC, a 7-5 victory.  [ANETA REBISZEWSKI / THE OBSERVER]

Strong weekend sees Elmira squad post win over the Brantford Bandits, then beat the Kitchener Dutchmen

Kings win another pair, 
solidify hold on first place

BY ANETA REBISZEWSKI 
arebiszewski@woolwichobserver.com

Seven is considered a lucky 
number. The Sugar Kings 
likely agree after putting up 
seven goals twice on route 
to a pair of wins over the 
weekend. The effort saw 
Elmira gain a four-point 
cushion atop the Midwest-
ern Conference standings, a 
now-familiar position. 

The Kings romped over 
the Bandits in Brantford 
Saturday by a score of 7-0, 
then followed up with a 
7-5 win over the Kitchener 
Dutchmen the following 
night.

To kick off the weekend 
the team travelled to Brant-
ford, where they found 
success not only in beating 
the opposing team but in 
reaching some personal 
goals as well, says coach 
Rob Collins. 

“Brantford came out 
hard, to give them credit, 
and our guys answered the 
challenge – they earned 
their victory,” he said of the 
team’s effort. 

Goaltender Dawson Rowe 
earned his second shutout 
of the season by turning 
aside all 22 shots that he 
faced.

“There was real solid 
defensive effort in front 
of Dawson Rowe, that was 
great to see,” Collins added.

Jacob Black got things 
rolling in the opening pe-
riod by getting a goal at 
4:57 with assists from Car-
ter Lennon and Harrison 
Toms. The Kings’ domina-
tion of the period – shots 
were 14-8 – resulted in a 
second goal at 17:43 from 
Cooper Way (Brett Allen, 
Matthew Tolton) to make it 
2-0 after one.

Things were looking good 
for the Sugar Kings when 
they opened up the second 
period with a goal just one 
minute into play from Ma-
son McMahon (Jeremey 
Goodwin, Anthony Azza-
no). The Bandits made a 
push, but to no avail, with 
a goal from Elmira’s Brody 
Leblanc making it 4-0 at 

5:50, setting the tone for the 
rest of the game. 

The Kings stepped it 
up in the third, ensuring 
there’d not be even the 
thought of a comeback. 
They made it 5-0 at 3:15 
of the final frame when 
Brody Waters scored on 
a power play, assisted by 
Hunter Dubecki and Toms. 
Elmira controlled the pace 
for much of the period. At 
12:19, Luke Eurig got on 
the scorecard with help 
from Allen and Tolton. 
Four minutes later, Waters’ 
second goal of the game, 
assisted by Toms and Du-
becki, made it 7-0 for the 
Sugar Kings. 

Final shots were 39-22 for 

the Kings, including a 13-2 
split in the third.

Back on home ice on 
Sunday, the Kings wel-
comed the second-place 
Dutchmen in what turned 
out to be a much more ex-
citing game.

Elmira dominated early 
on, scoring the only two 
goals of the opening frame. 
The first was a power-play 
effort from Kurtis Goodwin 
(Black, Niki Molson) at 9:11. 
The second came just over 
four minutes later courte-
sy of Keaton McLaughlin 
(Dubecki, Liam Burke), the 
first of his junior B career. 
McLaughlin would go on to 
add two more.

“He was able to experi-

goal game. 
The Kitchener goals were 

the result of subtle mis-
takes, said Collions, noting 
such moments can be 
learning experiences.

Elmira made it a two-
goal game a couple of min-
utes later when McLaugh-
lin completed his hat trick, 
assisted by Way and Tolton, 
to make it 4-2.

The two sides would ex-
change goals before the end 
of the period, the Dutch-
men making it 4-3 at 10:46 
and then Waters (Dubecki, 
Lennon) getting that back 
at 15:37 to end the period 
at 5-3.

The seesaw action con-
tinued after the second 
intermission, with the 
Dutchmen not prepared 
to give up. They made it a 
one-goal game again just 11 
seconds into the frame. But 
captain McMahon got that 
back with a solo effort that 
resulted in a goal at 7:40. 
Kitchener replied six min-
utes later to make things 
close again, with McMahon 
clinching the game with 
an empty-net goal at 19:07, 
assisted by Molson and K. 
Goodwin, to seal the 7-5 
victory.

It was a big one, helping 
to put some space between 
the Kings and the Dutch-
men.

“We were able to come 
up with two more points 
against the team right 
against our heels in the 
standings, so it was a good 
weekend,” said Collins.

The team will need some 
more good energy heading 
into a weekend that sees 
them play three games in 
as many nights. The Kings 
(20-4-0-4) head to Listowel 
Friday night to face the 
Cyclones (15-7-1-3) before 
returning home to host the 
Waterloo Siskins (7-15-1-1) 
Saturday and the Brantford 
Bandits (5-19-0-3) on Sun-
day night.

The Saturday game, 
which gets underway at 
7:30 p.m., includes the 
annul hat and mitten toss. 
Game time Sunday is 7 p.m.

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN



LOCAL SPORTS  | 11THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2019 |  THE OBSERVER 

Ad Sponsored by:

“Our reputation is your guarantee.”

519-669-4425
JULIANE SHANTZ,

DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY www.earandhearingclinic.com

BY ANETA REBISZEWSKI 
arebiszewski@woolwichobserver.com

There’ll be no need to wait 
until somebody scores 
three goals to toss hats out 
onto the ice, as the Elmi-
ra Sugar Kings host the 
team’s annual hat and mit-
ten toss during Saturday’s 
game.

All items collected at 
the WMC will be donated 
to Woolwich Community 
Services’ annual Christ-
mas Goodwill program. 

As the temperatures 
dip below zero, staying 
warm becomes both 
important and 
something of 
challenge 
for some 
people, 
notes WCS’ 
community 
support co-
ordinator.

“Living in Can-
ada, hats and mitts are 
a basic need because it 
gets so cold,” said Tina 
Reed.

Several different 
local organizations, 
businesses, service 
clubs are all coming 
together to collect items 
for the Christmas hampers 
that will go back to low-in-
come families in Woolwich 
and Wellesley communi-
ties.

 Last year the hat and 
mitten toss provided some 
167 families with new 
winter apparel, Reed not-
ed. With the same goal in 
mind, WCS is looking for 
people to consider the hats 
and mittens they donate 
– waterproof gloves being 
one of the most needed 
items this season. 

“As we know, children 
tend to lose hats and 
mitts, and so we can offer 
them some in the new 

went to bed at that time. 
But getting up? Not un-
less a fire alarm or a weak 
bladder forced the issue.

I’m not sure if this has 
to do with some genetic 
trait which only allows 
people like Jenn’s eye 
lids to move in one direc-
tion – from open to shut 
– during the half past stu-
pid hours. If so, someone 
needs to start a telethon 
to find a cure. 

You see, it makes me 
sad for Jenn and oth-
ers, because almost the 
best fishing and hunting 
occurs during the early 
morning. And, to be in 
place, you need to get up 
at half past stupid. Other-
wise you miss out.

Without a cure, Jenn, 

and people like her, will 
also never be able to enjoy 
the feeling of discovering 
the leak in your waders, 
how hot coffee from a 
drive-through feels on 
your lap, and what it’s like 
to be in a car with at least 
one angler who ate chili 
the night before. It’s sad 
really. They’re missing 
out on everything that 
makes life worth living.

Don’t think I haven’t 
tried to help her either.

I’ve blown goose and 
duck calls in the bed-
room, backed boats over 
garbage cans, made dogs 
bark and even set off fire 
alarms while making 
breakfast, all in a desper-
ate attempt to show her 
the beauty of half past 
stupid. 

Sadly, it has been to no 
avail.

It’s not like Jenn hasn’t 
made a valiant effort, ei-
ther. She has insisted on 
setting my alarm clock 
several times in order to 
get up with me at half 
past stupid. You should 
see her when she makes 
those attempts. She is 
giddy with delight. In 
fact, I have never seen her 
so happy. She beams at 
the prospect of us getting 
up early as a couple so 
we can be on some river 
bank, deer stand or duck 
blind at first light. 

But, again, our educa-
tional system failed us. 
As sad as it is, Jenn still 
doesn’t know the differ-
ence between a.m. and 
p.m.

 � GALEA: Some people's lack of appreciation for the early 
hours of getting outoors is a failing of the education system

FROM 10

year,” she 
added.

In 
previ-
ous 

years, 
the Sugar 

Kings hosted a 
teddy bear toss but things 
changed when there was a 
shift in the community’s 
needs for winter items. 
Ever since the Kings have 
been participating and 
doing their part in the 
community. 

“We get good fan 
support from people in 
Woolwich and we think 
it’s part of  our job as a 
team to give back to the 
community and help out 
in whatever ways we can,” 
said director of hockey 
operations Jeff Snyder. 

Aside from the hat and 
mitten toss, the Kings also 
take part in other com-

munity initiatives 
throughout 

the year. 
In just 

a few 
weeks 
they 
will 
take 
part 
in 
put-
ting 

togeth-
er the 

Christ-
mas 

hampers 
and will 

help with the 
delivery of the 

items to families 
in the town-
ships, Reed 
pointed out.

“It really is a 
great program 
because the 

Sugar Kings 
and the communi-

ty do this so then we 
don’t have to purchase 

those items through our 
program.”

While the collection 
of donations come to an 
end for the Christmas 
hampers, this is one more 
chance for the community 
to give back to those who 
need it most during the 
holiday season. 

The hat and mitten toss 
will take place this Sat-
urday during the Elmira 
versus Waterloo game at 
the WMC, which begins at 
7:30 p.m. People are asked 
to bring any winter items 
they’d like to throw on the 
ice when the Sugar Kings 
score their first goal.  

Those who are in need 
of a Christmas hamper 
still have time to check 
in with WCS by calling 
519-669-5139 to see if they 
qualify.

Putting the cold on ice with the 
annual hat and mitten toss at 
Saturday’s Sugar Kings game
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WOOLWICH
WILDCATS
Atom: Major Atom A

Nov 24 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Reese Martin, 
Jordan Martin, Colton Brito (2)

ASSISTS: Nolan Martin, Josh 
Wraight, William Krubally 
(2), Cruz Balog

Atom: Major Atom A

Nov 28 vs Hespeler

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Colton Brito (2), 
Nolan Martin, Matthew 
Kochut, Jordan Martin

ASSISTS: William Krubally 
(2), Grant Rintoul, Colton 
Sinclair, Jordan Martin, 
Mason Gear, Josh Wraight

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Nov 26 vs New Hamburg

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Danny Schaefer, 
Karsten Smith, Ethan 
Burkholder

ASSISTS: Carter Snider, 
Riley Dettweiler, Gavin 
Neabel

Shutouts: n/a

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 03 vs Burlington Gold

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Spencer Hume

ASSISTS: Carter Snider

Shutouts: Ayden Schaap

PeeWee: LL #1

Dec 02 vs Centre 
Wellington

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 6

GOALS: Benjamin Lipp, 
Hunter Lance

ASSISTS: Connor Airdrie

Bantam: LL#2

Dec 02 vs CW 3

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 6

GOALS: Andrew Palmer, 
Kane Kruschat, Myles 
Hunter

ASSISTS: Joseph Scheifele, 
Andrew Palmer (2)

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Nov 29 vs Markham

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Danny Schaefer, 
Joshua Carson (2), Evan 
Woods, Brandon Fishman

ASSISTS: Karsten Smith 
(2), Rylan Heimpel, Jakob 
Noot, Evan Woods, Riley 
Dettweiler

Shutouts: Ayden Schaap

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Nov 30 vs Bradford

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Carter Snider, Riley 
Dettweiler, Evan Woods

ASSISTS: Joshua Carson, 
Rylan Heimpel, Hunter 
Bender, Danny Schaefer

Shutouts: n/a

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Nov 30 vs Collingwood

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Joshua Carson 
(2), Jakob Noot, Brandon 
Fishman (3)

ASSISTS: Carson Staken, 

Rylan Heimpel, Gavin 
Neabel (4), Jakob Noot, 
Evan Woods, Brandon 
Fishman

Shutouts: Ayden Schaap

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 01 vs Brantford

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 7

GOALS: Carter Snider, 
Riley Dettweiler, Ethan 
Burkholder (2)

ASSISTS: Carter Snider, 
Joshua Carson, Danny 
Schaefer (2), Ethan 
Burkholder, Jakob Noot

WOOLWICH
WILD
Atom: A

Nov 30 vs London 
Devilettes

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Ellie Clemmer

ASSISTS: Emma McCoubrey, 
Sophia Metzger

Bantam: Bantam B

Nov 30 vs Cambridge 
Roadrunners

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Alison Martin (2), 
Meghan Dietrich (2), Avery 

EDSS welcomed swimmers from Bluevale Collegiate, Sir John A. MacDonald and Grand River Collegiate to a meet Nov. 28 at the WMC. Andrea Stanila was named the EDSS 
MVP. [VERONICA REINER]

DIVING INTO COMPETITIVE WATERS

Grundy

ASSISTS: Meghan Dietrich, 
Alison Martin (2), Tia Zettel, 
Nora Beatty

Shutouts: Haylie Smith

Bantam: Bantam B

Dec 01 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Victoria Kilgour, 
Kylee Lubbers, Alison Martin

ASSISTS: Haylie Smith, 
Meghan Dietrich X (2), 
Sophia Payne

Shutouts: Haylie Smith

Midget: Midget B

Nov 29 vs TCDGHA Rebels

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 5

GOALS: Isabella Beaupre

Shutouts: Jeff Walker

Atom: Atom LL

Nov 29 vs Upper Maitland 
Mustangs

HOME: 0 VISITOR: 2

Atom: Atom LL

Nov 29 vs Burlington 
Barracudas

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Madison Klaehn, 
Addison Searth

ASSISTS: Macey Robbins, 
Tatiana Kocan, Vienna 
Cooney

Atom: Atom LL

Nov 30 vs London 
Devilettes

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Madison Klaehn, 
Madison Gofton, Addison 
Searth

ASSISTS: Maria Martin

Atom: Atom LL

Nov 30 vs Twin Centre 
Hericanes

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Madison Klaehn (2)

Shutouts: Maddy 
Burkholder

Atom: Woolwich Wild

Dec 01 vs Upper Maitland 
Mustangs

HOME: 0 VISITOR: 3

PeeWee: LL

Nov 29 vs London 
Devilettes

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Sofia Fitch, 
Brooklyn Pope

ASSISTS: Zoriana Kocan, 
Emily Bauman

PeeWee: LL

Nov 29 vs Oakville Hornets

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Maggie Ropp (3), 
Rebecca Airdrie

ASSISTS: Sofia Fitch, 
Kelly Grant, Maggie Ropp, 
Addison Bettke

PeeWee: LL

Nov 30 vs Twin Centre 
Hericanes

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Zoriana Kocan

ASSISTS: Mia Medeiros

PeeWee: LL

Nov 30 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Sofia Fitch, 
Brooklyn Pope, Rebecca 
Airdrie

ASSISTS: Maggie Ropp

Shutouts: Kelly Grant

PeeWee: LL

Dec 01 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Sofia Fitch, Maggie 
Ropp

ASSISTS: Brooklyn Pope

We’d love to share them in the next 
sports section.    Submit them online.

GET IT IN THEGOT SCORES?

ads.observerxtra.com/scores



LOCAL SPORTS  | 13THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2019 |  THE OBSERVER 

103 Ontario St. S., Kitchener • 519-745-4053 • Monday to Friday 10:30 - 6 • Saturday 11-4 • www.jamiesonsbilliards.com

Since 1929
Family Owned and Operated

Pool Tables

Foosball
Tables Made in Canada

by Canada Billiards

Dart Board
Cabinets

with
Scoreboard

See us for Outdoor
Ping Pong Tables

BILLIARDS
If you have a love for billiards and an appreciation for great billiard tables, 
or if you are a fan of any indoor games, then you owe it to yourself to visit

Jamieson’s Billiard Sales & Service.

• Pool Table Sales, Service,
Supplies and Accessories

• Recovering and Refurbishing

• Billiard Table Lights
• WE DELIVER!

FREE PARKING AT THE DOOR!

See us for:

Darts
Dart Boards

and Accessories

Appliances, lights, and other household items 
that are old and out of date can make your 
electricity costs more expensive. The Home 
Assistance Program (HAP) offers FREE energy 
efficient upgrades and an in-home visit with 
an energy expert to help save you money and 
make your home more comfortable. 

POWER WHAT’S NEXT

TM

Call 1-855-591-0877 or visit SaveOnEnergy.ca/HAP to see if you qualify.
If you participate in the Ontario Electricity Support Program (OESP) you automatically qualify for HAP.

Subject to additional terms and conditions found at SaveOnEnergy.ca.  
TMTrademark of the Independent Electricity System Operator. Used under license. 

YOU DO YOUR BEST 
TO SAVE MONEY.
The Home Assistance Program (HAP) is 
here to help you and improve your home 
comfort.

Ad Draft_3.indd   1 5/13/2019   4:23:28 PM

20+ years in business

From wax removals to Tinnitus treatment...
Come see us for all your hearing needs!

ONLY clinic in Elmira with
CERTIFIED

AUDIOLOGISTS!

“Our reputation is your guarantee.”

519-669-4425
JULIANE SHANTZ, 

DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

www.earandhearingclinic.com

Relive it with a reprint.

Being in the paper is one
of life’s highlights. GET IT IN THE

We have
photos 
to share.

ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

Jacks fall to second after losing twice over the weekend
BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Sunday’s lousy weather 
may not have been to 
everyone’s liking , but 
the Wellesley Applejacks 
might have been the only 
ones happy to see the 
freezing rain that post-
poned a scheduled game 
against Tavistock. Having 
already dropped a pair of 
games that weekend, they 
got a reprieve and a chance 
to regroup.

Things got off to a not-
so-good start on the road 
last Friday when the Jacks 
lost 5-4 to the Norwich 
Merchants. That was fol-
lowed by a 5-2 loss Satur-
day night to the visiting 
Ayr Centennials, with the 
small skid halted by the 
weather. 

Still, a pair of losses was 
enough to see Wellesley 
fall out of top spot in the 
South Doherty Division 
of the Provincial Junior 
Hockey League. Tavistock 
(17-3-1-1) now sits atop the 
list, three points ahead of 
the Jacks (14-4-1-4). Ayr 

is in third with a record of 
14-7-0-1.

On Friday, Wellesley’s 
Troy Vandenbussche (Zach 
Ribeiro, Shaun Pickering) 
drew first blood, taking ad-
vantage of a power play at 
15:46. Norwich responded 
with just five seconds left 
to go in the frame to make 
it 1-1 as the teams went 
back to their rooms for the 
first intermission.

The Merchants made 
it 2-1 with a goal at 9:15, 
but Wellesley’s Justin Mc-
Combs returned the favour 
less than 30 seconds later. 
The game took a nastier 
turn later in the frame, 
with three Jacks ultimately 
tossed with a boarding ma-
jor, a check from behind 
and abuse of an official. 
The Merchants scored on 
the resultant power play 
to take a 3-2 lead into the 
break.

Back from intermission 
and still enjoying the man 
advantage, the home team 
went up 4-2 just 35 seconds 
in. But Wellesley wasn’t 
done yet. Warren Gorman 
(James Ranson, Pickering) 

got the Applejacks back 
within one at 3:08, and 
Carson Wickie kept up the 
momentum, tying it at 
4-4 at 8:02. Assists went to 
Zach Ribeiro and Vanden-
bussche. 

The deciding goal, the 
last of the game, came off 
a Merchant stick at 12:25, 
with Wellesley unable to 
come back one more time. 
The buzzer ended at 5-4 in 
Norwich’s favour.

Perhaps still gassed from 
the night before, and miss-
ing a few bodies from the 
roster, the Jacks suffered 
another loss the following 
night against the Ayr Cen-
tennials.

Things started off slowly, 
with no scoring on either 
side in the first period. 
It was Ayr who broke the 
deadlock, taking advan-
tage of a power play at 
2:08, then once again at 
3:20. They managed to 
pot a third unassisted at 
6:18, obtaining a lead they 
would never relinquish. 

Despite being outshot 
25-7 in the period – 44-28 
overall – the Jacks manage 

to pull closer for while 
when Gorman (Vanden-
bussche) scored at 7:18, 
and Pickering made it 3-2 
18:33, Ribeiro and Danny 
Ranson picking up the 
assists.

It was all Ayr after that, 
as the visitors put up an-
other pair of goals in the 
third, to which Wellesley 
had no reply. When the 
clock ran down to zero, the 
scoreboard read 5-2 for Ayr.

The Jacks have just one 
game on tap this weekend, 
as they hit the road for 
Paris to take on the Mount-
ies. The postponed match 
against the Braves has yet 
to be rescheduled. 

GETTING IN ON THE ACTION

Elmira’s Riverside PS hosted the weekly junior basketball league game that saw a win for the home team against John 
Mahood PS on Dec.2. [ANETA REBISZEWSKI / THE OBSERVER]
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NEW MEMBERSHIP 
OFFER • JR CAMPS

RANGE PACKS
PURCHASE A
GIFT CARD
in shop or online!

SAVE $10 on Titleist
PRO V1 Dozens

40 Eldale Rd., Elmira
www.elmiragolfclub.com

40 Eldale Rd., Elmira
www.elmiragolfclub.com

ELMIRA GOLF CLUB Download our new app Free in the App Store

Call 519.669.1652 
Golf Shop ext 22 | Grill ext 27

Hours: Until Dec 23rd 2019
Monday - Friday 10-5:30

Saturdays 9:30-3:30

UPGRADE YOUR SNOW SHOVEL
TODAY !!

$2,149*
............................................................. ............................................................. .............................................................

CA226HD
TWO-STAGE HEAVEY-DUTY

CA234 PRO
TWO-STAGE PRO

CA330HD
THREE-STAGE HEAVY-DUTY

6805 Line 86 W
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6

519-669-1561
www.stoltzsales.com

* Product Price — Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be addiional and may vary.  Images may 
not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specificaions. Models subject to limited availability. See your local Columbia® dealer for more details.     2018 Columbia 873-10604

Receive a $20 rebate on toy purchases!*

*$20 instant rebate available for every $100 of Ertl/TOMY 
products purchased, up to a $100 instant rebate. Offer applies to 

eligible products purchased unitl December 31, 2019.

6805 Line 86 W Box 235
Elmira, ON, N3B 2Z6

CASE IH GIFTS 
GET THE 

BIGGEST SMILES

Battery
Truckload Sale

Batteries for: Trucks, Select Auto, UTV
Lawn & Garden, Tractors, & Big Rigs

Are you looking for last minute gift ideas, or is 
someone you know hard to buy for? Check out these 
offerings from your local businesses for inspiration!

It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas! 
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GIVE THE GIFT OF ENTERTAINMENT

Sunday, January 6 @ 8PM Wednesday, February 13 @ 8PM Wed, Mar. 27 & Thurs, Mar. 28 @ 8PM

GIVE THE GIFT OF ENTERTAINMENT

centreinthesquare.com
519 578 1570 • 1 800 265 8977

MON, DEC. 16 @8PM MON, JAN. 27 @7:30PM THURS, JAN. 30 @8PM WED, FEB. 12 @7:30PM

Treat someone you love to a night at the theatre, a perfect gift for 
any occasion!  Gift Certificates are available in any denomination 
when purchased at the box office, or in increments of $25 when   
purchased online. 

Romeo & Juliet

© 2011 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. CNH and New Holland 
are registered trademarks of CNH America LLC. www.newholland.com

7293 Wallenstein ON
519-669-5176

esmfarmequipment.com

STOP IN AND SEE US TODAY!  
Or visit partstore.agriculture.newholland.com.

These authentic, small-scale reproductions of New Holland equipment are 
rugged and durable, just like their full-size counterparts. Available in a range 
of models and styles, they’re sure to delight both the young and the young at 
heart. It’s the equipment you love at just the right size to fit under your tree.

40 Arthur St. S. Elmira Ontario N3B 2M7 | 519.669.8225

www.kitchenkuttings.com

We will be closed Jan. 1st and 2nd. Open to Regular hours on Friday Jan. 3,  2020

WE
HAVE

MOVED!
WE

HAVE
MOVED!

 
Drop in & see our display for sale, or place an order & we’ll put together the product combination

of your choice. On Large Orders of 100 baskets or more, we appreciate one weeks’ notice.
For smaller orders we ask for 24 hour-notice if possible, however, rush orders can be accommodated.

It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas! 
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

The Kitchener-Waterloo Association of Realtors’ board 
of directors last week elected Colleen Koehler as its 
new president for a one-year term. She succeeds 
Brian Santos, who has served as a director since 
2014 and will continue to serve on the board exec-
utive committee for another year as past president. 
Koehler, a sales representative with Re/Max Twin City 
Realty Inc., has been a member of KWAR since 2006 
and has served on the board of directors since 2015.

Ontario’s real GDP growth is forecast to slow to a pace 
of 1.6% in 2019 and 1.5 per cent in 2020. Most domes-
tic demand factors – such as household spending and 
residential investment – have started to weaken. De-
spite the slowdown in economic growth, job creation 
remains strong with the province adding more than 
200,000 new jobs over the first 10 months of 2019 
with much of the gain concentrated in full-time work. 

Conference Board of Canada

KWAR NAMES PRES. GROWTH TO SLOW

Accreditation 
Number: 38988

N one of us – including 
farmers – should 
need to keep one eye 

open at night, wondering 
if or when our homes or 
businesses are going to be 
plundered, ransacked or 
vandalized. 

Yet livestock farmers are 
increasingly feeling target-
ed by animal activists, un-

COPING IN THE JOB MARKET

Woolwich Community Services’ Tina Reed and volunteer Carol Jongerius take stock at the WCS food bank.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

The changing nature of employment and its precariousness are being seen across the province, with this area no exception

Even those with jobs are increasingly reliant on food banks

ROBERTS | 17

der the guise of exposing 
wrongdoings. 

Some of it is threatening 
bravado originating from 
activists on social media. 
But some is on-farm action 
too – for example, piglets 
taken from a farm near 
Lucan, and mink released 
from farms near Chatham, 
and in Perth and Welling-

ton counties. 
And it’s not all about 

animals. Farmers near 
Alfred found rebar hidden 
between the rows of their 
corn crops, hammered 
into the ground to clearly 
cause destruction to their 
equipment. 

And routinely, police 
are called to rural areas to 
answer vandalism com-
plaints against wind tur-

bines on farms and rural 
properties. 

Most people would pre-
fer level-headed discus-
sions about finding some 
middle ground between 
those who produce food 
and activists or vandals. 
But by the time a destruc-
tive event happens, talking 
is a moot point.

Back in May, the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture 
issued a warning to pro-
ducers about trespassers 
on farm property. 

“It’s a growing concern 
… from rural trail hikers 
detouring into a pasture 
to ATV drivers ruining 

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

An increasing number of 
full- and part-time workers 
across Ontario are access-
ing food bank services, a 
trend that can be seen in 
Woolwich Township as well 
as the Region of Waterloo 
as a whole.

A report released this 
week by Feed Ontario 
shows a 27 per cent in-
crease in the number of 
individuals with employ-
ment income using food 
bank services over the past 
three years.

“Seeing that trend of em-
ployed individuals… is very 
concerning for us,” said the 
organization’s executive 
director, Carolyn Stewart. 
“Because obviously, it’s not 
someone you would first 
expect to be visiting a food 
bank.”

Throughout 2018, 34,552 
people accessed these 
services in the region, ac-
cording to Katherine Mac-
Duff, manager of network 
programs and planning at 
the Food Bank of Waterloo 
Region.

“That’s about one in 20 
households,” said MacDuff. 
“So it’s the case where in 
every community, on every FOOD BANK | 17

street, there is someone 
who has to access food 
assistance. So it’s not 
something that’s localized 
to one area of the Waterloo 
Region – it’s an issue that 
impacts households across 
the area.”

The demographics 
of those accessing the 
services is also shifting: 
throughout 2018, 3,659 
households accessed food 

assistance at the Food Bank 
of Waterloo Region for the 
first time.

The number of single 
households accessing food 
assistance has increased, 
nearly doubling since 2012. 
Approximately one-third 
of those visiting the food 
bank are under age 18.

“So we’re serving a num-
ber of children in the local 
area,” said MacDuff.

In response to this unset-
tling trend, Woolwich Com-
munity Services executive 
director Kelly Christie said 
the agency has offered ad-
ditional support through-
out the past several years.

“We have seen that 
increase in the working 
minimum wage earners 
struggling to make ends 
meet, and that’s why we 
have already extended our 

support to the people liv-
ing in our community,” she 
explained.

WCS offers low-income 
families backpacks and 
school supplies through 
their backpack program, 
new toys, clothing and 
food items through the 
Christmas Goodwill pro-
gram, employment ser-
vices, and a budgeting pro-
gram to meet the growing 

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

New farm security law kicks back against trespassers

demand.
The low-income cut-

off that determines who 
is eligible to access these 
services depends on the 
family size and household 
take home pay. WCS uses 
figures from Statistics Can-
ada as a guideline.

Across the province, 
510,438 individuals ac-
cessed a food bank last 
year (a two per cent in-
crease from the prior year) 
and visited over 3,059,000 
times (up four per cent). 
Stewart suggests this is re-
flective of larger issues.

“This shows us that the 
employment landscape 
here in Ontario is really 
shifting,” she said. “A lot 
of people right now are 
talking about how the un-
employment rate is quite 
low, but unfortunately the 
employment rate doesn’t 
actually speak to the qual-
ity of jobs that are being 
created.

“So people might be em-
ployed, they’re not really 
employed in quality em-
ployment that perhaps is 
full-time, has proper bene-
fits and support. It’s people 
working precarious work 
– temporary, contract, part 
time positions, minimum 
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not let them join.
The modest truth is that 

NATO is a familiar and 
comfortable club that lets 
the European members 
demonstrate their com-
mitment not to return to 
the devastating wars of 
the past. It gives Canada 
a safer, broader context 
in which to discuss secu-
rity matters with its giant 
American neighbour. And 
it lets the United States 
pretend that it still leads 
the ‘free world.’

They had to hold a cel-
ebratory one-day summit 
to mark the alliance’s 70th 
birthday, but what will 
they actually talk about in 
Watford? (Britain’s prime 
minister, Boris Johnson, is 
keeping the meeting well 
away from London, mainly 

to minimize Trump’s expo-
sure to the media.)

A few ritual topics come 
up every year, like whether 
each member is carrying a 
fair share of the alliance’s 
burden of military spend-
ing. This is usually an 
American complaint about 
the European members, 
but Washington conve-
niently forgets that much 
of its own spending goes 
to pay for an accelerating 
strategic competition with 
China in which the Europe-
ans have little interest and 
no obligations.

The participants are 
mostly old pals and for the 
most part they will pass 
a couple of pleasant days 
together. The alliance does 
not do much good, but it 
does no real harm either. 
Let them have their day out.

 �DYER: NATO's original purpose 
is no more, but it keeps on going 

FROM 09

crops, farmers have dealt 
with all types of unwanted 
visitors on the farm who 
leave varying degrees of 
damage.”

And that’s when the 
federation started step-
ping up warnings about 
activists.  

“The latest threat to 
farmers, especially live-
stock farmers and trans-
porters, is the increasing 
risk of activists trespass-
ing, invading, breaking 
into barns and harassing 
farmers, their families and 

employees,” it said. At the 
same time, the federation 
implored producers to join 
an on-line letter campaign 
to inform MPPs about tres-
passing concerns.

In October, the federa-
tion stepped it up a notch. 
It issued a very public 
demand that the province 
enact legislation to spe-
cifically protect farmers, 
livestock and the food 
supply.

And on Monday, with 
almost breakneck speed, 
that’s what the province 
did, by creating the Se-

curity from Trespass and 
Protecting Food Safety 
Act, 2019.

The act still has to be 
passed in the legislature, 
but it’s hard to imagine 
anyone opposing it.

“We've heard from farm-
ers who no longer feel safe 
in their homes, who have 
expressed concerns with 
increasing on-farm tres-
passing and the safety of 
their families, employees 
and livestock,” said Agri-
culture, Food and Rural 
Affairs Minister Ernie Har-
deman. “Today we are tak-

ing action to strengthen 
protections for agricultur-
al workers and the integri-
ty of our food system.”

Hardeman noted the 
proposed legislation 
would address the unique 
risks and challenges as-
sociated with trespass-
ing onto a farm or into a 
food-processing facility. 

These include the risks 
trespassers pose to the 
safety of farmers, their 
families and employees, 
exposing farm animals to 
stress and disease; and 
introducing contaminants 

into our food supply.
Activists will call the 

new legislation authori-
tarian. But Hardeman says 
no, it provides a balanced 
approach to protect farms, 
families, livestock and 
food safety, while recog-
nizing a citizen’s right to 
protest. 

However, a key compo-
nent of the legislation is 
the establishment of what 
the province is calling“an-
imal protection zones” on 
farms and at processing 
facilities, to minimize 
animal stress and reduce 

 � ROBERTS: New rules won't stop all activitism, but will give farmers more peace of mind and help secure our food
the potential of spreading 
disease. Enter one of these 
zones at your own risk.

It’s unfortunate such 
legislation is necessary. 
There needs to be closer 
bonds between farmers 
and the public. 

But there also needs to 
be protection for farmers. 
At least now they have 
what they asked for, which 
will hopefully ease their 
minds, at least on this 
issue. It won’t stop activ-
ism and trespassing, but 
it sends a signal that the 
province is serious. 

wage positions – so they’re 
holding multiple jobs at the 
same time to try to cover all 
of their expenses.”

The number of temporary 
positions, classified as “ca-
sual, seasonal, and contract 
roles,” has increased by 31 
per cent since 1998. Accord-
ing to the report, adults over 
the age of 25 now hold near-
ly half of all minimum wage 
jobs in the province, and one 
in three have post-second-
ary education. 

“Low wages and/or in-
sufficient hours” as well as 
“benefit/social assistance 
changes” are listed as two of 
the most common reasons 
for needing support, accord-
ing to Ontario’s food bank 
data.

Changes to worker pro-
grams like the WSIB and 
Employment Insurance (EI) 
have made it more difficult 
for the recently unemployed 
or injured workers to access 
support. Many Ontarians 
have no choice but to move 
on to Ontario Works or the 
Ontario Disability Support 

Program as a result, two 
programs not intended for 
this purpose.

For example, Ontario 
Works provides recipients 
with $733 per month. The 
average single person 
household would need 
roughly $1,600 a month for 
basic necessities.

“That, coupled with the 
longstanding increases of 
cost of living, are making 
it increasingly challeng-
ing to stretch an already 
stretched budget,” said 
Stewart. “I think everyone 
across Ontario can agree 
that housing is far too ex-
pensive in this province 
and really making it chal-
lenging for individuals 
to access secure and safe 
housing.”

Feed Ontario offered 
several solutions as to how 
to solve this issue moving 
forward, including improv-
ing increases to social as-
sistance rates, an inclusive 
definition of the provincial 
definition of ‘disability,’ 
and the development of 
portable housing benefit. 

 � FOOD BANK: Lesser jobs means 
more people rely on assistance

FROM 16

FROM 16
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Lost & Found Theatre presents a cozy evening 
of holiday stories and song to boost the Christ-
mas spirit with two performances, Dec. 6 and 
7, at The Registry Theatre in Kitchener. Show 
time both nights this weekend is 7:30 p.m. 

www.lostandfoundtheatre.ca

In A Big Band Christmas, with Big Band Theory, Water-
loo Region’s best jazz musicians play Christmas clas-
sics with a jazz twist in a pair of shows next weekend – 
Dec. 14 at 8 p.m. and Dec. 15 at 3 p.m. – at The Registry 
Theatre, with 17 players, plus a special guest vocalist, 
taking the stage. The concerts are a fundraiser for the 
Waterloo Region Record’s Books For Kids initiative. 

www.registrytheatre.com

SONGS OF CHRISTMAS GOING BIG

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com
69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca 8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

Brynn Kennedy is fateful letter-writer Virginia O'Hanlon in the Elora Community Theatre production of Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus. [SUBMITTED]

Elora Community Theatre production of Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus touches all the Christmas notes

Answering the childhood question 
that rolls around at the holidays

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Get into the Christmas 
spirit with a fresh retelling 
of a classic tale inspired by 
real events in Elora  
Community Theatre’s 
lastest offering.

The story of “Yes, Vir-
ginia, There is a Santa 
Claus,” is set in New York 
City 1897, where a family of 
Irish immigrants do their 
best to carve out a new 
home and future for them-
selves. The youngest of the 
family, eight-year-old Vir-
ginia O’Hanlon, writes in 
to one of the city’s leading 
newspapers, the New York 
Sun, to ask whether or not 
Santa Claus really existed. 
She wondered and wrote:

“Dear Editor, I am 8 
years old. Some of my lit-
tle friends say there is no 
Santa Claus. Papa says if 
you see it in the Sun, it’s 
so. Please tell me the truth. 
Is there a Santa Claus?”

The Sun’s editor, Ed 
Mitchell, gives the assign-
ment of answering Vir-
ginia’s question to Frank 
P. Church, who, until he 
lost his wife and child last 
Christmas Eve, was the 
Sun’s best and most de-
pendable reporter.

Church crafted a heart-
felt response – uncharac-
teristic of his usual cynical 
style – that continues to 
resonate with readers 
more than a century lat-
er, and became the most 
reprinted newspaper ed-
itorial in the English lan-

dy who will be taking on 
the role of Virginia. Gary 
Seibert plays the Sun’s 
editor, Edward P. Mitch-
ell, while the experienced 
Bart Penwarden will be 
journalist Frank P. Church. 
Santa Claus himself will 
even make an appearance, 
played by Norm Walters. 
Watch for a special late ad-
dition to the lineup, as well.

“There’s this little kitten 
that comes to all of our 
rehearsals. He’s hilarious. 
He sits there so calmly 
and he watches,” added 
Stanson. “It’s written right 
into the script. We didn’t 
want to use a fake cat, so 
my stage manager has this 
new kitten who is the most 
composed cat I’ve ever 
seen. He’s part of the cast 
… his name is Murdoch.”

Live music is featured in 
the show. Deva Neely will 
play the dual role of Evie 
O'Hanlon as well as the 
productions' artistic direc-
tor. She recently acted as 
musical director in KW Mu-
sical Productions’ Titanic 
the Musical, which ran at 
St. Jacobs Country Play-
house earlier in the year.

"Yes, Virginia, There is 
a Santa Claus" is family 
friendly and is classified 
as a straight play instead 
of a musical, meaning 
that the drama will unfold 
through character conver-
sations. This contrasts to 
a musical, which refers to 
a play that tells that story 
through music and/or 
dance numbers. The script 
was penned by Andrew 
J. Fenady, and first pub-
lished in 1998. 

Tickets are on sale now 
at the Fergus Grand  
Theatre box office at  
519-787-1981 or online at  
www.fergusgrandtheatre.ca. 
Show times are: December 
13 and 20 at 8 p.m.,  
December 14 and 21 at  
2 p.m. and 8 p.m., and  
December 15 and 22 at 2 p.m.

ON STAGE /  LIVE THEATRE

giving, sharing, good 
friends, family, and all of 
those wonderful attributes 
that I think are a terrific 
part of Christmas.”

A large cast of more 
than 30 actors – both fa-
miliar faces and new – has 
been assembled for the 
performance. There are 
12 child actors, including 
the talented Brynn Kenne-

ginia’s father struggles to 
find employment. But “it 
all comes together at the 
end,” according to director 
Deb Stanson.

“It’s a great way to start 
the holiday season ... the 
play will make you feel 
good [even] once you 
leave,” said Stanson. “It’s 
about all the right things 
about Christmas, about 

guage. The work inspired 
an Emmy Award-winning 
television special, an idi-
omatic expression, and a 
Virginia O’Hanlon Schol-
arship fund at a New York 
private school.

The two compelling sto-
ries of Church and O’Han-
lon parallel one another 
– Frank deals with the loss 
of his family, while Vir-
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-residential

 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING AT 
SCHNURR'S GROCERY 
Store in Linwood. Full 
time or part time position 
available. Call 519-897-2600. 

WE ARE A 40 COW 
TIESTALL FAMILY 
dairy farm near Millbank 
ON and are wanting 
someone to milk the 
night shift from 9:00 to 
11:00 on Wednesday 
and Thursday nights and 
every other weekend Sat-
urday and Sunday nights. 
This is a part time posi-
tion, excellent opportuni-
ty for students or stay at 
home parents to make a 
little extra money. If you 
are able to work inde-
pendently and have your 
own reliable transporta-
tion we would be willing to 
train you to milk our cows!! 
Please contact Dean at 
519-577-4765.

FOR SALE

CHRISTMAS SALE AT 
HILLCREST HOME-
baking! Dec. 3 to 28. Dec. 
10 & 11, FREE coffee and 
long johns! Christmas 
Hours: Open Monday 
Dec. 16 & 23, 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Dec. 24 & 31 Open 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Closed 
Dec. 25, 26 & 30. Open 
Dec. 31. Closed Jan. 1 
& 2. 5% off groceries, 
excluding milk, cream, 
butter and eggs. 10% off 
candy. 10% to 50% off all 
fabrics. 10% off sewing 
notions, tablecloth, quilt 
batts, sweaters, under-
wear, hosiery, gloves, 
shirts (excluding home-
made.) 10% off toys, 
games, books, giftware, 
glassware, touchlamps, 
clocks, cannister sets, 
bookends, baby sup-

FOR SALE
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Our St. Jacobs Distribution Centre currently has the  
following opportunity...

Full-time Permanent 
Material Handlers (#966)

Afternoon & Night shift positions 
Approximately 20 positions available

Responsible to the Shift Foreman for helping to maintain service 
levels to Home Hardware Dealers, you will contribute to the smooth 
flow of merchandise through the Distribution Centre by picking, 
packing, shipping, and receiving.

Able to perform strenuous physical activities including walking, 
standing, bending, and lifting. You demonstrate high-quality 
accuracy and attention to detail, and have excellent reading and 
number skills. You are a reliable team player with a great attitude and 
willing to be trained on powered lift equipment. Good attendance and 
punctuality are important.

Significant output of physical effort is required through lifting, 
bending, pulling, pushing, etc. The ability to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds without difficulty on a consistent basis is needed.

Rate of Pay: $18.64 per hour - $22.65 per hour   
Additional 7.5% Shift Premium applies on 40 hours/week

Hours: Night Shift - 11pm to 7am Sunday night  
 through Friday morning
 Afternoon Shift - 3pm to 11pm Monday to Friday

We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions. 
Interested Candidates, please Visit www.homehardware.ca to apply.

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, 
only qualified candidates will be contacted for 
interviews. We will accommodate the needs of 
qualified applicants under the Human Rights Code in 
all parts of the hiring process.

HELP WANTED

plies, men's pants, etc., 
etc., etc. There will be a 
half price table. This will 
be a store wide sale! May 
everone have a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! Thank you for 
your support! Hillcrest 
Homebaking, 2192 Flo-
radale Rd. 519-669-1381. 
Regular Hours: Open 
Tues. to Fri. 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Sat. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

FOR SALE

CHRISTMAS SALE AT 
WALLENSTEIN GENER-
al Store Inc. Dec. 9 - 31. 
10% off bulk baking 
supplies, books, games, 
puzzles, toys, dry goods, 
giftware. 50lb white pop-
ping corn $57.99; Oats 
Quik Cook large bag 25 
kg $32.99 20% small-
er bags. Ready snack 
pretzels 900 g $3.99; 
Capri Veg oil 3L $6.49; 
Schneiders Blue Ribbon 
Bologna $5.99 lb; Club 
original & Town House 
crackers 200g $2.99; 
Snack Pac pudding cups 
$1.29; Dole Pineapple 
398 ml $1.29. Phone 
519-669-2231.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed bag. 
Sacrifice $195. Delivery avail-
able $35. 519-635-8737.

USED COMPRESSORS, 
RACKING. COMPRES-
sors: Tecumseh model 
AE9423EC +10-45 
degree, 115 volt 8.1 
amp, gas R22 $200 each. 
Compressor: Copelamet-
ic 575 volt 3 phase 6.3 
am $1100. Racking from 
$45. Call 519-654-2554.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF 
TRACTORS, TELEHAN-
dler, machinery, hay, and 
miscellaneous items, to 
be held at 7690 - 6th Line, 
Mapleton Twp, Approx. 5 
miles southeast of Dray-
ton or 5 miles northwest 
of Floradale (west off 
County Rd. 12) For Arnold 
and Doreen Bauman, 
on Saturday, Dec. 7th @ 
11:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 519-698-0138 

MON. DEC 9 AT 7PM - 
ONLINE ONLY AUC-
tion closing of military; 
collectables; stamps; 
car stereo system; toys; 
antiques; and much 
more. Jantzi Auctions 
Ltd. www.jantziauctions.
hibid.com 519 656 3555 

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George Haff-
ner Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETITIVE 
pricing. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20 & 40kg's, Ice melt 
comes in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Trucking,  
519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

AUCTIONS

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

RENTALS

CONDO FOR RENT AT 
TERRACE ON THE 
Pond in Wellesley. 1400 
sq ft, 2-bedroom, laun-
dry, basement storage & 
elevator. Pet and smoke 
free facility. Available 
January 1, 2020. Call or 
message 519-505-4103

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 35 
years experience. Please 
call 519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

KARATE CHRISTMAS 
SPECIAL! SCHWEITZER'S 
MARTIAL ARTS 8 weeks 
plus uniform only 
$99+tax! Start now or 
use as a Christmas gift. 
Group classes for ages 4 
to adult. Classes taught 
by Renshi Becky Sch-
weitzer, 4th Degree Black 
Belt and World Karate 
Champion Location at 
Heidelberg Community 
Centre 2915 Lobsinger 
Line, Heidelberg Call 
519-580-1418 or e-mail 
b e c k y _ s c h w e i t z e r 
@hotmail.com

(Enter at Black Canopy)341 Marsland Dr., Waterloo Unit 3

USED RESTAURANT-BAR-WAREHOUSE
EQUIPMENT & FURNISHINGS SALE

RESTAURANT- 
CATERING WARE 

40 Quart varimixer, dish wash racks 
Electric alto Sham-Hot box,Preptables

 36” Elect Salamander, Pasta Magic
Large Quantity white china  95 ¢- $1.75
Hotel pans, Cambro food transporters 
Lg quantity glassware-serving utensils

BAR 
Draft towers, Stainless Ice Well 48"

Glass ware, Perlick Glass Chiller 
True Bar Fridges, Mancave decor 
New Beer Brand Umbrellas, Signs 

FURNISHINGS
Banquettes, Booth Seating 

Bars, Room Dividers
Dining and Bar Height Tables 
Chandeliers, Christmas decor,

Mirrors, wall units

MAINTENANCE 
Racking, Tools, Sinks, Gas Heaters 
Shelving, Glass block compressors
 Clarke-auto scrubber, Pallet truck, 

Gravley Lawn tractor + attachments
Pallet racking, 12”x48” metal shelves 

AUDIO AND LIGHTING 

Martin BLACKLINE H3 Speakers and WSXA Bass 
8'x 8' motorized Screen, Martin Hazer 

DJ Gear, Records, 
Microh Laser and LED Panels and Lighting

Pioneer CDJ 400’s, Mixing boards, etc

Computers , Printers, Desks, Chairs, File Cabinets & more!

UP TO 75% OFF

Sat. Dec 7th  10am - 1pm
Tuesdays 9:30 am - 3:30pm

Or by appointment 519-886-7777 #29
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YOUNG AT HEART IN ST. CLEMENTS

Paradise & District Lions Club hosts two monthly events for community members through the Young at Heart initiative, 
open to anyone to join in on the fun. On Dec. 4 members gathered at the St. Clements Community centre for a turkey 
lunch.    [ANETA REBISZEWSKI]
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Notice of Public Meeting 
Township of Woolwich

Remediation Advisory Committee (RAC) 
Thursday, December 12, 2019 

5:00 p.m. Public Meeting

Council Chambers, 2nd Floor 
Administration Building, 24 Church Street West, Elmira

Public Notice 
WINTER OVERNIGHT PARKING BAN

This is a reminder the Winter Overnight Parking Ban for snow 
plowing begins December 1st . Please note the dates and 

times as follow:

December 1st to March 31st between 4:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 

No overnight parking is permitted on Township roads during this time to 
facilitate municipal snow plowing from the streets. THIS BAN APPLIES 
REGARDLESS OF THE WEATHER. Any vehicles in violation of this parking 
ban may be ticketed.

Please note that the Region of Waterloo has a year round  overnight parking 
ban on all Regional roads between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.

For further information please contact the Township of Woolwich at 519-669-6009.

2020 Dog Tags are available
at the following locations: 

The Township of Woolwich 24 Church Street West, Elmira (Mon-Sun 6am – 11pm)

Woolwich Memorial Centre 24 Snyder Avenue South, Elmira (Sun-Sat 6am – 9pm)

Breslau Community Centre 100 Andover Drive, Breslau (Mon-Thurs 5pm-9pm, 
Sun 9am-1pm)

*Pet Valu 315 Arthur Street South, Elmira 519-669-1350

*Eldale Vet Clinic 150 Church Street West, Elmira 519-669-5672 

*Breslau Animal Hospital 2057 Victoria Street N. #3, Breslau 519-648-9738

Before March 1st:     
Neutered/Spayed - $26.00  
Non-Neutered/Spayed - $37.00  

For more information about the Woolwich Dog Tag Program 
please contact the Township of Woolwich at 519-669-
6009.
 As a dog owner, it is your responsibility to pick up after 
your dog. Please respect your neighbours and your 
neighbourhood. 

NOTICE TO THE RESIDENTS OF  
THE TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY 

Budget Consultation Notice 

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Wellesley 
will be reviewing the DRAFT municipal budget for the 
year 2020, with the intent to pass a By-law to adopt a 
budget pursuant to Section 290 of the Municipal Act, 
2001, as amended.  

Public consultation meeting(s) for the 2020 budget will 
be held at the Township of Wellesley Council Chambers, 
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill on December 16, 
2019 starting at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 4:30 p.m.  

Additional consultation meetings (if required) will be held 
on December 18 and 20th.  You are welcome to attend the 
meetings, however if you wish to speak at them or if you 
require further details or information, please contact:

Grace Kosch, Township Clerk at:
(519) 699-3946 or email: gkosch@wellesley.ca

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  Town
Parents Names

Full colour photo of your little one published in the 
January 9, 2020 edition.

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2019

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com

Email photos & caption information to: 
ads@woolwichobserver.com

Monday, January 6, 2020 

Deadline for submission & payment

+hst
$40

BOOK EARLY!
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R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

A rare investment opportunity, Newly 
constructed (2019), Six unit, 3 story 
apartment Building. 3 - 2 Bedroom and 3 - 3 
Bedroom Units all with in-Suite laundry. 
Included in each unit - Fridge, stove, washer, 
dryer and microwave. Located in Milverton 
where there is a high demand for rental 
units. MLS 30715765

$1,639,000.00    
Block 21 Murray Court., Milverton   

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

$1,200/ month

Prime commercial space available 
for lease in downtown Elmira on Ar-
thur St. S.  1,105 sq. ft.  Ideal for of-
fice or medical related businesses. 2 
piece washroom. Front & rear access.  
Available immediately.  Exclusive.

$789,900

Location location!! Sought after 
court on a 110 x 220 lot.  2349 sq. ft. 
Four bdrm, 4 bath home. Large fami-
ly room w/walkout. Main flr laundry. 
Livingrm w/wood burning fireplace. 
Lots of hardwood floors. Maple 
kitchen w/granite. Lots of parking. 
New MLS 

45 BOBOLINK PLACE, ELMIRA

83 B ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

Unique opportunity to run your busi-
ness from this totally renovated and ar-
chitecturally pleasing building. Sitting 
areas w/gas fireplace & water feature. 
Full kitchen w/built in oven, range & 
dishwasher. Upper loft areas. Outdoor 
storage w/additional washroom. Nu-
merous perennial gardens & creek 
offer a peaceful outdoor setting.  MLS $599,900

11 DUNKE STREET N., ELMIRA 

NEW LISTING

Sales Representative
Paul Martin
519.503.9533 paulmartin@easyhomerealty.ca

easy Home Realty, Brokerage

FOR SALE 164 Oriole Parkway Elmira  $524,900  Welcome to this 
spacious 3 bedroom 2 bathroom raised bungalow located in a 
mature neighbourhood. New roof 2014, furnace 2011, air condition 
in 2017. Brazilian cherry hardwood in living and dining area. Rec 
room plus games room and workshop in the basement.

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

We’d love your input on the issues,
and this issue.   Share your thoughts.

GET IT IN THEHave something to say?

ads.observerxtra.com/letters

Relive it with a reprint.

Being in the paper is one
of life’s highlights.

We have
photos 
to share.

ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

GET IT IN THE
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE
SHARPENING

While You Wait

Stay Sharp This Winter!
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Forler, Dr. Claude Elton Joseph
After a long and blessed life, Claude passed peacefully at 
Innisfree House on Sunday, December 1, 2019, surrounded by 
his loving family.

Beloved husband and best friend of Elaine (Dillon) for the past 
61 years. Together, Claude and Elaine raised three daughters, 
Sheila (Steve Bauman), Jane (Mark Weber), and Nan (Kevin 
Coates), who were his pride and joy.

Grandpa Claude will be lovingly remembered by his six precious 
grandchildren, Andrew (Ashleigh) and Ryan Bauman; Daniel 
and Laura Jane (Jonathon Brubacher) Weber; and Dillon and 
Maia Coates, who were the light of his life.

Claude was born in Wilmot Township 95 years ago, the third of 
thirteen children of Alvin and Esther (Pauli) Forler. He will be 
dearly missed by his brothers, George (Shirley), Al (Marilyn), 
Gerald (Judy), and Tim (Sue), and sisters, Margie Forler, Connie 
Forler, and Paula (Robert Povey). Predeceased by sisters, Patricia 
Kropf, Gertrude Forler, Martha Wagner, Shirley Lorentz, and 
Helene Forler. Claude will be fondly remembered by the Dillon 
family. Uncle Claude was a favourite uncle to his 54 nieces and 
nephews. He will be deeply missed by his many friends.

After growing up in New Hamburg, Claude served his country in 
the army in WW2 as an interpreter in Germany, and later helped 
to write the war diaries. He graduated from the University 
of Toronto Dental School in 1952 and set up his family dental 
practice in Elmira in 1953. Claude was a well loved and respected 
dentist for 43 years and enjoyed all of the interesting people he 
met along the way.

Claude was deeply rooted in his community and participated in 
many community activities during his lifetime. In 1971, he and 
his brother Gerry, along with a group of local sportsmen founded 
the Elmira Sugar Kings Hockey Club, an organization now rich 
in history and tradition. He enjoyed his 25 years as Chair of the 
Board of St James Manor. Claude was a faithful member of St 
James Lutheran Church for many years.

During his lifetime, Claude was passionately interested in 
antiquing, gardening, playing bridge, travelling with Elaine and 
spending time at his Lake Huron cottage.

Visitation for family and friends of Claude will be held on 
Thursday, December 5, 2019 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A funeral 
service to celebrate his life will be held on Friday, December 6, 
2019 at 11 a.m. at Floradale Mennonite Church, 22 Florapine Rd., 
Floradale. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to KidsAbility, Woolwich 
Community Services or Innisfree House will be appreciated. 
Claude’s family would like to thank Rhonda, Sandra, Shanel, 
Brigitte, and nurse Jane for their compassionate care and 
support.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Ritter, Ida
Passed away peacefully at The Village 
of University Gates, Waterloo, on 
Monday, December 2, 2019, at the age 
of 93. Ida (Reynolds) Ritter, formerly of 
Conestogo, was the beloved wife of the 
late Herb Ritter (2002). Loved mother of 
Donna and Laverne Brohman. Loving 
grandmother of Brenda LeBlanc (Kevin 
Foley) and Ken and Melissa Jessop, and 
great-grandmother of Cody, Dylan, and 
Cole LeBlanc; Matt and Kali Jessop. Dear 
sister of Verla and Theo Hogewoning. 
Predeceased by her parents Charles and 
Sadie (Peacock) Reynolds and siblings 
Eileen Kyle and George Reynolds. Ida 
was a long-serving postmistress for 
the village of Conestogo and was also a 
longtime member of St. Matthew’s Ev. 
Lutheran Church, Conestogo. Visitation 
will be held on Friday, December 6, 2019 
from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
A funeral service will take place on 
Saturday, December 7, 2019 at 11 a.m. at 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, 131 Flax 
Mill Dr., Conestogo. Interment will be 
in St. Matthew’s Cemetery. A reception 
will follow. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to the Alzheimer Society or St. 
Matthew’s Lutheran Church would be 
appreciated. The family wishes to thank 
the Downey Neighbourhood team for 
their exceptional care of Ida during her 
stay at University Gates.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Israel “Isey” Weber 
June 20, 1936 – December 5, 2013

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear.
Fond memories linger every day,
Remembrance keeps him near.

Sadly missed by Sally, family and friends.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 40th 
Birthday Kurt!

Love Mom & Dad

OBITUARY

IN MEMORIAM OBITUARYBIRTHDAY BIRTHDAY

Happy Birthday  
Jordan Hudson!

Have an awesome day!
Love, Cassandra 

December 6th 1986

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

DEATH NOTICES

FISHER, WILLIAM (BILL) JOSEPH ELMIRA - July 21, 1948 - November 21, 2019 

FORLER, DR. CLAUDE ELTON JOSEPH  - After a long and blessed life, 
Claude passed peacefully at Innisfree House on Sunday, December 1, 
2019, surrounded by his loving family. 

HEINTZ, EILEEN - Passed into the loving arms of Jesus on Tuesday, 
November 26, 2019 at Grand River Hospital, Kitchener, at the age of 90 
years.

RITTER, IDA - Passed away peacefully at The Village of University Gates, 
Waterloo on Monday, December 2, 2019 at the age of 93. Ida (Reynolds) 
Ritter, formerly of Conestogo,

ZIEGLER, HOWARD ARTHUR - Howard passed away peacefully in his 
sleep on November 28, 2019 at the age of 92 at Grand River Hospital.

GET IT IN THE

Being in the paper is one of life’s

highlights.   Relive it with a reprint.

We have
photos
to share.
Get Yours!

ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

LOOKING FOR
LOCAL WORK? 
YOU’VE COME TO THE RIGHT PLACE.
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Waterloo Region District School Board trustees 
this week acclaimed Jayne Herring as chair and 
Joanne Weston as vice-chair. Herring, representing 
Cambridge and North Dumfries, and Weston, serving 
Kitchener, are in their first term as trustees.

The Board of Trustees of the Waterloo Catholic District 
School Board this week re-elected Cambridge/North 
Dumfries trustee Bill Conway as chair of the Board, 
and Waterloo/Woolwich/Wellesley trustee Melanie 
Van Alphen as vice-chair. 

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

In need of a gift idea? Give the gift of a 
well-maintained vehicle! At Leroy’s, we 
offer gift cards in any amount you would like! 
Perfect for that hard-to-buy-for person!   

Stop by today. 
 – Shavonne

WRDSB NAMES CHAIR WCDSB TOO

Brothers John and William Lawrie picked out the perfect tree at Benjamin Tree Farm just in time for the holiday season.  [ANETA REBISZEWSKI / THE OBSERVER]

Operators of local farms see an added twist to the longstanding debate between real or artificial trees

Strong demand for traditional real 
Christmas trees can exceed supply

BY ANETA REBISZEWSKI 
arebiszewski@woolwichobserver.com

With Christmas just a few 
weeks away there’s only 
a short time left to pick 
out the perfect tree, but 
what will you choose: real 
or fake? Many retailers 
are facing dilemmas that 
is causing a shortage on 
the stock of trees that are 
available for sale during 
this holiday season. 

For some, planning 
ahead is the only option to 
avoid any shortages. 

“We placed our orders in 
January for the following 
year because we sort of 
roughly know what we’re 
going to sell so we want to 
make sure we get our num-
bers in quick,” said Gerard 
Demaiter at Benjamin Tree 
Farm located just outside 
of St. Jacobs. 

Despite ordering ahead, 
there’s still a good chance 
that the grower will not 
be able to meet the quota, 
Demaiter says. Businesses 
usually don’t get a confir-
mation of their order until 
late-August, which leaves 
some time to acquire more 
trees if needed. 

Many retailers like 
Benjamin Tree Farm get 
their trees from growers in 
Quebec or Nova Scotia, but 
they also grow their own 
trees to meet the need of 
consumers. 

“Instead of everybody 
cutting their own tree we 
sell a few more of our pre-
cut selection instead, so we 
judge the numbers on how 
many people want to cut 

their own vs. how many 
people just want to pick 
from our building,” said 
Demaiter. 

Ron Robinson of Rob-
inson Christmas Trees in 
Ariss explains that there is 
a local shortage due to the 
increase of fresh tree sales 
in the last few years. 

“The trees take seven 

to 10 years to grow, so you 
can't cure the shortage 
by planting more trees 
because it's going to take 
years,” he said. 

With the demand so 
high there’s no wonder 
there is a sudden shortage, 
says Robinson, noting 
millions of trees that are 
grown in Eastern Canada 

get shipped to the United 
States, making it difficult 
to keep up with the in-
creased demand. “Trees 
are not like corn: they take 
so long to grow, so you 
have to look ahead seven 
to nine years.”

Weather can also be a 
factor as to why some re-
tailers are not getting as 

many trees or they lack in 
quality, says Demaiter. 

“Because of the hard 
frost last year, they were 
short of the premium trees 
– the nicest ones. The trees 
still grew, but they weren't 
as nice as they were the 
years before.”

When buying a tree 
consumers often debate 

whether they should go 
with an artificial one or the 
real deal, which contrib-
utes to the supply-and-de-
mand issues retailers are 
facing. 

“There are a lot of mil-
lennials who have never 
had an artificial tree, so we 
get a lot of young people in 

O TANNENBAUM

TREES | 27
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OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
elmiravacuum@gmail.com

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6

 � CHRISTMAS DINNER AT ST. TERESA OF AVILA IN THE 
church hall. Meal begins at 6 p.m. Adults $21, Children 9-12 
yrs $10, under 5 free. Local band playing during dinner and 
after, gift basket raffle, cash bar available. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8

 � CHRISTMAS BAZAAR AT ST. MATTHEW'S EV. LUTHERAN 
Church, Conestogo. Visit a beautiful and historic village 
church and find unique knitted and handmade gifts. All 
proceeds go to the Prayer Shawl Ministry of St. Matthew's. 
Advent service begins at 10 a.m., with the bazaar to follow.

 � BREAKFAST WITH SANTA AT THE ELMIRA LEGION, 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. All you can eat. Proceeds support Woolwich 
Sledge Hockey and the Elmira Legion.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11

 � SENIORS' COMMUNITY DINING. COMMUNITY CARE 
Concepts invites you to join us for lunch, fellowship and 
entertainment at Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs; $12. 
Call 519-664-1900 by noon Dec. 9 to sign up.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12

 � EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS AT WOODSIDE CHURCH, 
Elmira, 10:30 a.m. "Still the Greatest Story Ever Told" - Stiff Family 
Bluegrass Band. Devotional: Darcy Dueck. Carol singing: Fred 
Gingrich/Beryl Martin $7 donation includes hot lunch at noon.

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB. COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS 
invites you to join us noon at Breslau Community Centre, 
for a light lunch and fellowship; $7. Call 519-664-1900 by 
noon Dec. 9 to sign up.

 � NEW HORIZON'S GUEST SPEAKER WILL BE EDWARD 
Denyer, coffee enthusiast from Eco Cafe in St. Jacobs. His 
topic: Nothing makes sense before coffee. Join us at 10 
a.m. at the Maryhill Community Centre. Admission $2 All 
zoomers, boomers and seniors are welcome. For more info 
contact jehaid@netflash.net.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17

 � CHRISTMAS TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE 
Presbyterian, Elmira. Two seating times available at 11:15 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Tickets must be purchased in advance, 
$15/person. Menu: carved turkey, dressing, mashed 
potatoes, roll, gravy, hot vegetable, cranberry salad, 
dessert, beverage.

 � PARADISE & DISTRICT LIONS CLUB CHRISTMAS BINGO 
upstairs at the St. Clements Community Centre, 7 p.m.  Door 
prizes.  Everyone welcome.  Wheelchair accessible.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18

 � YOUNG AT HEART CHRISTMAS COFFEE. BRING A FRIEND 
and come for coffee, treats and friendship. Join us at St. 
Clements Community Centre, 1 p.m.

 � SENIORS' COMMUNITY DINING. COMMUNITY CARE 
Concepts invites you to join us, noon at Linwood Community 
Centre for lunch, fellowship and entertainment; $12. Call 
519-664-1900 by noon Dec. 16 to sign up.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21

 � "THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER!" AT ST. JACOBS 
Mennonite Church at 2:30 p.m. A hilarious one-hour comedy 
(by Barbara Robinson) for the whole family, including 
grandparents! General admission seating tickets: $10 adult 
$5 child/youth. Contact SJMC: administrator@sjmc.on.ca or 
519-664-2268. Proceeds: Woolwich Community Services.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB. COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS 
invites you to join us, noon at Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
for a light lunch and fellowship; $7. Call 519-664-1900 by 
noon Dec. 19 to sign up.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

M ulligatawny Soup 
is one of those 
traditional dishes 

that allows for a great deal 
of flexibility on route to 
making a delicious bowl 
of goodness that lifts your 
spirit and warms you 
through to your toes. 

Coconut milk gives 
this traditional soup a 
light creamy consistency. 
Whether you use leftover 
cooked chicken or turkey 
or not, it's still a great soup. 
Beyond the base, you can 
substitute or add a variety 
of foods – from apples to 
red lentils – that would 
be more than suitable in 
the mix, making this very 
much a use-what-you’ve-
got kind of recipe.

Do enjoy this version of 
a traditional curry soup, 
either as is or as you like 
it. No matter what you opt 
for, letting it get nice and 
thick makes it perfect for a 
nice, crusty bread, or per-
haps in keeping with the 
soup’s origins, naan bread 
or pappadums.

You’ll enjoy the aroma in 
the kitchen almost as much 
as digging in. Enjoy.

Mulligatawny Soup

1 Tbsp. vegetable oil
1 large onion, diced

Having some fun  
with a traditional 

Mulligatawny Soup

CHEF'S TABLE

2 medium potatoes, peeled 
and diced
1 Tbsp. minced fresh ginger-
root
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 Tbsp. curry powder
1/4 tsp. cayenne or more to 
taste
3 cups chicken broth
1 can (14 ox/398 ml) light 
(fat-reduced) coconut milk
2 tomatoes, seeded and 
diced
2 cups diced cooked chicken 
or turkey (optional)
2 cups torn spinach leaves
1/4 cup fresh coriander leaves
Salt and pepper

1. In large saucepan, heat oil 
over medium heat; cook onion 
and potatoes until onion is soft-
ened, 3 to 4 minutes, stirring 
often. Stir in ginger, garlic, curry 
powder and cayenne; cook for 
1 minute.

2. Add chicken broth and coco-
nut milk; cover and bring to boil 
over high heat. Add tomatoes, 
and chicken (if using) and return 
to boil. 

3. Reduce heat and simmer for 
15 to 20 minutes or until pota-
toes are tender.

4. Stir in spinach just until wilt-
ed, about 30 seconds. Remove 
from heat; stir in coriander. 
Season to taste with salt and 
pepper.
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BRAIN FOOD

Other species' adapations can be a boon to humankind

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

Q.  The western painted 
turtle, the red-eared 
slider and the wood frog 
possess superior pow-
ers that researchers are 
trying to copy for the 
benefit of humankind.  
What powers? 

A.  Scientists’ understand-
ing of the genetic under-
pinnings of their adapta-
tions have improved with 
the mapping of all an ani-
mal’s genes — its genome, 
says Claire Ainsworth in 
“New Scientist” magazine.  
The western painted turtle 
holds the record among 
four-legged animals for 
surviving without oxygen 
for more than 100 days; a 
human would normally 
be dead in minutes.  The 
red-eared slider (a fresh-
water turtle) “can survive 
an impressive six weeks 
without oxygen under the 
ice and two days at room 

temperature…, a remark-
able feat of brain preser-
vation.”  Possible human 
applications here include 
keeping transplant organs 
fresh without cooling, and 
addressing strokes, heart 
attacks and other condi-
tions involving oxygen 
starvation.

 
The “poster beast” for 

enduring freezing and 
thawing is the wood frog, 
which survives harsh Ca-
nadian winters by letting 
two-thirds of its body 
freeze — “so solidly that 
it makes a clinking noise 
if gently tapped.”  This 
ability may provide a solu-
tion to a pressing medical 
problem:  Two-thirds of 
donated hearts go to waste 
each year because con-
ventional freezing would 
destroy them.

 
As Ainsworth says, “Na-

ACROSS
1. Tightens copy
5. Car booster
10. Artful move
15. Who wrote this 

clue?
16. In the manner of 

food
18. Wandering, as a 

river
20. Green beryl
23. Important message 

from our sponsor
24. The know, the box, 

the way
25. Vile dog
26. Colour of anger
27. Colour of 

depression
29. Important 

messages from our 
sponsors

31. Let it
32. Paul before the 

road
34. Backed up by 

evidence
37. Information 

technology
38. As it was before it 

changed
40. More than just less 

crazy
42. Right hand

43. Dollaroos to a 30's 
gangster

45. Dry river bed
48. "Beetle Bailey" dog
49. Even more wet, 

regarding fruit
50. Ghost to a person
51. Cheese and 

computer kid
52. Tie in to a use
53. Lover of Aeneas
54. Aussie hopper
55. Foreign dignitaries
56. Once mighty 

camera king
57. I said it and I meant 

it
59. British head
60. Contemptible
61. Arabic for 

"commander"
62. Sun, Moon, Earth 

up
63. "La Scala di ___" 

(Rossini opera)
64. In older times

DOWN
1. Nature writer
2. Assault one's 

dignity
3. Canada's 

contentious sands
4. Marble used to 

be for a grave, 
now ice-cream, 
apparently

6. Briefly, I exist
7. Kingdom ousting 

party
8. It wasn't the 

carrots, it was 
this that brought 
the fighter planes 
down

9. Not off
10. Badger lodgings
11. Logical operator
12. Einstein said God 

didn't throw these
13. GNU's not Unix
14. Snow bird
17. Accuse by hearsay
19. Takes the box off, 

old timey style
21. School thinkers
22. Russian assembly
28. Glutton with 

pretentions
30. Send away
31. A kiss, off, up real  

 
good

33. German office 
products 
manufacturer

35. Soldiers on 
inspection

36. Suffix for Latin 
adjectives

39. A hairstyle, a party, 
a ruckus

41. Fanatical
44. Maple genus
46. Pop
47. Fisherman's 

catcher
48. "Look here!"
49. Improvise
51. Dry, ironically
52. Skeletor's man
53. Half crap
58. Get stuffed
59. Even more sour gin 

and tonic
60. Ob, re, in

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  STRANGE questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

ture’s fantastic beasts can 
help us see what life is ca-
pable of.”

 
Q.  How did a deer-hunt-
ing poacher wind up in 
jail with Bambi?

A.  A Missouri deer-hunt-
er had appeared before a 
judge on several occasions 
for misdemeanor infrac-
tions and had been given 
two years of probation, but 
soon he and his friends 
were back again, “at the 
center of a laundry list 
of brutalities,” says Dan 
Lewis on his “Now I Know” 
website.  According to 
NBC News, these includ-
ed using illegal weapons, 
such as lights that tempo-
rarily blind deer at night, 
making them an easy kill; 
cruising in their vehicles 
and killing deer from the 
roadside; and sometimes 
cutting off the heads of the 

deer (to keep as trophies) 
and leaving the rest of the 
carcasses to rot.

 
This time the hunter 

was sentenced to a year in 
jail, with an added man-
date:  once each month, 
he would have to view the 
1942 Walt Disney movie 
“Bambi,” about a baby 
deer whose mother is shot 
and killed by hunters.  
Once news of the sentence 
spread, many members of 
the public offered to mail a 
DVD of “Bambi” to the jail.  
Perhaps the unusual sen-
tence delivered a dose of 

empathy in the process.
 

Q.  “Amazing” is but 
one of many words to de-
scribe South America’s 
Amazon River.  Can you 
cite any of its numerical 
superlatives?

A.  “From the Andes 
Mountains, where it 
begins, to its plume in the 
Atlantic, the mighty Am-
azon covers a 4,000-mile 
path — about as long as 
a trip to the center of the 
Earth,” says Daniel Bastar-
do Blanco in “Discover” 
magazine.  (FYI, a plume 
occurs when freshwater 
currents mix with ocean 
water.)  On average, the 
river empties more than 
10 million cubic feet of 
water per second into the 
Atlantic.  With clearwater 
and murkier blackwater at 
various places along the 
river, it’s believed that “the 

diverse water environment 
has contributed to the 
evolution of more than 
3,000 known Amazonian 
fish species.”  

 
Spanning more than 

2.3 million square miles 
is the Amazon rainforest, 
the world’s largest, with 
over 160 inches of rainfall 
every year.  Estimates are 
that some 16,000 species 
of trees live there, though 
just 227 species account 
for half of all the trees.  
But deforestation is taking 
its toll: “Scientists fear 
the forest is approaching 
a critical tipping point 
at which it will no longer 
be able to recycle enough 
moisture to support its 
own rainfall.”

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Fred Lichti preaching

Advent 2
Are we there yet? – Hope

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:00 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

Looking for a faith community that's close to home? Start here. If you want to see your church listed here and want to reach over 12,000 homes every week call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext104.

  

THERE ARE SOME 
QUESTIONS THAT 
CAN’T BE ANSWERED
BY GOOGLE. 

Keep faith alive, advertise here. 

Looking for a faith community 
that's close to home? Start here. If 
you want to see your church listed 
here and want to reach over 12,000 
homes every week call Donna at 
519-669-5790 ext104.

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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I am groundwater and 
I’m worth protecting.

I’m your drinking water. 
What you put on the ground can be harmful to me. 

Limit the use of salt and ice melter:

Help keep salt out of groundwater. Learn how at  
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/groundwater

Add traction when 
needed with sand

Shovel or plow 
the snow first

Break up ice with a 
steel ice chopper

Adults ............................ $16.50
Seniors .......................... $13.50 
Children 10 and under........ $5.50

(juice box included)

Meal includes 
dressing, potatoes, vegetables, 
coleslaw, dessert, Coffee or Tea

December 13th & 14th 2PM – 7PM

Merry Christmas to Everyone!

Christmas Turkey
Dinner

Come to a

To Reserve Call 519-347-9999
82 Maddison St., W. Monkton, ON • 519-347-9999

See something happen? Have the 
inside line on a story?   Let us know!

GET IT IN THEGot a great tip?

ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Get Noticed This Christmas

Book Your Ad Today!

Book a Gift Ideas Feature Ad!

PHONE: 519.669.5790  TOLL FREE: 1.888.966.5942  FAX: 519.669.5753

  

 

Dec. 12, 2019 Putting a Wrap on Christmas
 

Dec. 19, 2019 Last Minute Gift Ideas

 Dec. 26, 2019 Boxing Week Specials

EMAIL: drudy@woolwichobserver.com

Seasonal features and collaboration with like-minded advertisers go 
hand-in-hand. Give your marketing dollars clout by taking advantage of 
seasonal increased awareness to the products and services you o�er. 
Kick up your holiday sales by advertising in Woolwich and Wellesley’s 
best read publication. Spots are still available for the following dates: 

here and they’re going for 
a fresh-cut tree,” Robinson 
said of the trend he’s seen 
at his tree farm. 

An artificial tree can 
be re-used for some eight 
years, lowering its ecolog-
ical footprint in the short-
term, that impact even-
tually increases when the 
tree is discarded because 
there is no way to recycle 
them.

On the other side, fresh 
trees absorb carbon for 

some 10 years as they 
grow, but that gets re-
leased after they’re cut. 
Many growers try to bal-
ance the carbon impact 
by planting as many new 
trees to take their place, 
Robinson notes.

A real tree can last up to 
six weeks if taken care of 
properly, and they can be 
composted or repurposed 
after the holidays, he 
added.

“When it does get recy-
cled, generally it’s mulched 

and then the mulch is used 
environmentally for trails 
and so on.”  

To get the best tree pos-
sible during this holiday 
season, Demaiter advises 
people get out and choose 
their tree as early as the 
first weekend of December. 

“The nicest trees sell 
first so the sooner you get 
out there the better the 
selection you'll have. The 
pickings become slimmer 
for cutting your own as the 
season progresses.”

 � TREES: Big demand as more people opt for natural
FROM 24

There are plenty of fresh trees to choose from at Benjamin Tree Farm in Waterloo whether you want to cut your own or 
choose from the pre-cut selection.  [ANETA REBISZEWSKI]
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THIS WEEKS DEALS!
DECEMBER 5 - 8   4 DAYS ONLY!

THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 10-59-6

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188 | M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

MANY STYLES TO CHOOSE

FALL STYLES  HAVE ARRIVED! 

AREA RUGS 

5’x8’ FROM
$6999
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NO TAX!

MORE SIZES AVAILABLE!

$157
AC4- 12MM THICK 

LAMINATE

REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99
/ SQ FTFROM

LAMINATE

$187
4x16 OR 3x12 

WALL TILE

REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99
/ SQ FTFROM

$499
MODERN 

LEDGESTONE

REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99
/ SQ FTFROM

$187
2-TONE FRIEZE 

CARPET

REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99
/ SQ FTFROM

$399
7”WIDE x ¾” THICK
TONGUE & GROOVE 

WHITE OAK

REG 10.99 10.99 10.99 10.99 10.99 10.99
/ SQ FTFROM

$157
4.5MM THICK CLICK 
VINYL PLANKS

REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99
/ SQ FTFROM

VINYL

TILE

CARPET TILE

HARDWOOD

NO
TAX

NO
TAX
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