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Today’s Top Brands

Logitech
G Series Pro
Get your Game On

Authorized Logitec G series Dealer

Exponent, Sony,
Verbatim

Wireless Head Sets & Ear Phones
Great Stocking Stuffer 

Hi-Tech for
theHolidays!

Products may not be exactly as shown.  While Supplies last. See store for details.

In stock SALEIn stock SALE

Nitro Concepts
Gamer Chair

50% OFF
Reg. $379.99

FURNITURE & DESIGN

19 Arthur Street S, Elmira 

CHERVINFURNITURE.CA

See our website for our holiday hours

Me�y Chri�mas!
BOXING WEEK SALE STARTS DECEMBER 26 AT 9AM!
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LIVING HERE

Going all-out 
in decorating 
for the 
holidays
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BC family is Elmira-
bound after TV win

STARTING A NEW LIFE

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Elmira is set to gain three 
new residents, as a B.C. 
family is the winner of mil-
lion-dollar home on Park 
Avenue.

Ally Hanscom, 31, was 
declared the winner of 
HGTV Canada’s Home 
to Win: For the Holidays 
competition 
in the season 
finale that 
aired Decem-
ber 15. She, 
along with her 
husband Matt 
and daughter 
Anna, will be 
moving into 
the newly ren-
ovated Vic-
torian home 
from their 
trailer in Arm-
strong, British Columbia.

“It has been the most 
surreal experience of 
our lives, for sure,” said 
Hanscom.

“We could not be more 
grateful. Our hearts could 
not be more full,” she wrote 
on her Facebook page. “We 
will spend the remainder of 
our lives working towards 

giving back the kindness 
that was shared with us 
through this experience. 
Our gratitude will never 
cease.”

She emerged victorious 
against two other compet-
itors: Jen Vandermaar, 39, 
from Charlottetown, PEI, 
and Natasha Smart, 45, 
of Milton. The other con-
testants didn’t walk away 

empty-hand-
ed, however, 
as runner-up 
Vandermaar 
took home 
$5,000, 
while third-
place Smart 
received 
$2,000.

“It’s pretty 
amazing that 
we’re finally 
here at this 
point,” said 

host Sangita Patel. “Every 
family, all three of them 
were deserving of this 
house, but to see Ally come 
out at the top ... you can 
feel her energy, she was 
very emotional.”

Throughout the fourth 
season of Home to Win, 
the all-star cast of builders, 
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Teachers back on picket line
Teachers and support staff manned picket lines in front of EDSS on Wednesday, part of province-wide action by their union.  [VERONICA REINER]

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

The bitterly cold winter 
weather didn’t stop local 
high school teachers and 
support staff from being 
back out on the picket lines 
at EDSS on Wednesday.

A one-day walkout 
saw the Waterloo Region 
District School Board 
(WRDSB) close all its 
schools in response to a 
province-wide withdrawal 
of services. It’s the second 
time this month teachers 
and support staff were off 

the job to protest what they 
call inaction on the part of 
the province.

Along with classes being 
out for the day, the closures 
extended to all before- and 
after-school programs, 
childcare programs, Early-
ON centres and childcare 
centres located in WRDSB 
schools.

Following the Decem-
ber 4 walkout, this week’s 
move by the Ontario Sec-
ondary School Teacher’s 
Federation (OSSTF) was the 
latest salvo as the union 
battles with the provincial 

government over terms of a 
new contract.

Several measures intro-
duced by the Ford govern-
ment don’t sit well with 
local protesters, including 
increasing average class 
sizes to 28 from 22 stu-
dents.

“Our classrooms just 
aren’t set up to hold 40, 42 
kids,” said EDSS teacher 
Pamela Germann. “We’re 
fitting 32 kids in a class-
room right now ... say a 
senior or university level 
course can fit maybe 32 as 
a max, which is something 

that we do. But we just 
don’t have the size.”

The Ontario government 
made changes on all levels 
of education, from kinder-
garten up to college and 
university, but that in-
creased average class size is 
a common ground that has 
affected every level across 
the board, she said.

Germann added that 
individual attention from 
teachers to students would 
be adversely impacted as 
a result, and that “cuts like 
this really affect our most 
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Ally Hanscom emerges victorious from 
HGTV Canada’s Home to Win contest, 
claiming renovated Park Avenue property

HGTV Canada's Park Avenue, Elmira 
home was won by Ally Hanscom of 
Armstrong, BC on Dec. 15.
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Limited-time offers. MSRP of ($28,695/$30,695) on the 2020 Forester 2.5i CVT (LJ225)/ 2020 Outback CVT Convenience pkg. (LD2CP). *Advertised pricing 
consists of MSRP plus ($1,725/$1,800) freight and PDI, $249 Admin, $100 Air tax, $10 OMVIC $20 Tire Levy Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank of gas. 
Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. **Rates starting from 1.99% on 2020 Forester models and 2.49% on 2020 Outback 
models for 24 months. A limited-time $500 Holiday bonus on all new 2020 Forester/ 2020 Outback models. Lease based on a maximum of (20,000 km/year 
for four years, maximum 80,000 km total), with excess charged at $0.10/km. Subject to credit approval by Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Leasing and 
¬ nancing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and ¬ nance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent 
trade-in may be required. Models shown: 2020 Forester Limited CVT (LJ2LP) with an MSRP of $38,195/ 2020 Outback Limited (LD2LP) with an MSRP of 
$38,995. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle(s) shown solely for purposes of illustration and may not be equipped 
exactly as shown. EyeSight® is a driver assist system, which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. The driver is always responsible for 
safe and attentive driving. System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle maintenance, and weather and road conditions. See Owner’s 
Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Forester, Outback and Subaru are registered trademarks. Offers end January 2, 2020. 
Offers subject to change or cancellation without notice. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details.

My Subaru Gave to Me Holiday Event

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $32,874* WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $30,799*

HOLIDAY  
BONUS

$500 2.49%** LEASE AND FINANCE FOR 24 MONTHS  
ON 2020 OUTBACK AND FORESTER.

Symmetrical Full-Time All-Wheel Drive, 
Amazing Fuel Efficiency,

Class-Leading Safety Features, 
Generous Cargo Capacity, 

And a Partridge in a Pear Tree.

BONUS500 ON 2020 OUTBACK AND FORESTER.

50%
OFF
50%50%50%50%
OFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFF

1 Union St.Elmira, ON N3B 3J9 (519) 669-3072

VISIT US

FOR

SURPRISE

SALES

REGULAR HOURS: 
MON-WED 9:30-5:30
THURS-FRI 9:30-7:00

SAT 9:30-5:00

Limited Selection • Cannot be combined with other offers

*Second item
must be of equal

or lesser value

50%50%50%50%
BUY ONE GET ONE

OFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFF
VISIT US

FOR

SURPRISE

must be of equalOFFmust be of equalOFFor lesser valueOFFor lesser valueOFF
DEC 19th-24th

www.elmiragiftoutlet.com

Everything Christmas*

Limited Selection • Cannot be combined with other offers

Save on seasonal decor,
napkins, serveware, etc.

HOLIDAY HOURS: 
Dec 24 9:30-3:00

Dec 25 & 26 CLOSED
Dec 27 9:30-5:30
Dec 28 9:30-5:00

Pleasure skaters young & 
young-at-heart, hockey 

players and first timers alike 
are all invited to bundle up, 
lace up and come out for a 

spin on the ice.

free
public
skate!

Join us for a

24 Snyder Ave S. Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6

Sat., Dec. 21st, 2019 | 11:30am - 1:30pm
Woolwich Memorial Centre

TOYOTA BOSHOKU CANADA, INC.

at-risk populations.”
Another EDSS teacher 

out on the picket lines, D.J. 
Carroll, said that another 
issue with a higher class 
average is that it could re-
sult in some classes disap-
pearing entirely, making it 
more difficult for students 
to graduate.

“Now with the Ford 
government coming in 
and saying 28 becomes the 
average ... suddenly all of 
the smaller specialty cours-
es are gone,” said Carroll. 
“Those support classes are 
gone. Kids in the senior 

classes who want to take 
a music, a drama, a shop 
class that would normally 
run with 16 students ... will 
not run anymore.”

Another component of 
the new education curric-
ulum that teachers took 
issue with is mandatory 
e-learning courses. Back 
in March, the Ford govern-
ment said that students 
would be required to take 
four e-learning courses to 
graduate starting in 2020-
2021.

Education Minister Ste-
phen Lecce backed off from 
that number, dropping it 

to two, after receiving feed-
back from students, teach-
ers and families. More 
recently, Lecce said stu-
dents would be required to 
take two online courses in 
order to graduate, starting 
September 2020. Germann 
said that this isn’t neces-
sarily beneficial for student 
learning.

“I feel that most teachers 
would suggest that we’ve 
seen a lot of students, 
who they don’t fit well 
for [online courses],” said 
Germann. “And we do have 
opportunities for students 
who do want to take online 

courses to take them. So I 
feel that how we’re offering 
those courses right now is 
in the best interest of the 
kids.

“Putting in mandatory 
courses like that is not 
necessarily good for every-
body.”

Negotiations between 
the OSSTF and the prov-
ince will not begin again 
until January, but all 
schools will resume their 
regular routines today 
(Thursday).

Carroll said that the 
community response had 
been understanding, with 

a number of parents drop-
ping off coffee, treats, and 
thanking the teachers.

“I would say overwhelm-
ingly, support from the 
public has been incredibly 
positive. Our students 
have been incredibly sup-
portive, the parents of our 
kids are constantly telling 
me, ‘You’re doing the right 
thing.’ And that makes it 
easier to be out here today,” 
said Carroll.

The OSSTF represents 
60,000 public high school 
teachers, educational assis-
tants, childhood educators, 
and school support staff.

� STRIKE: At odds with Ford government policies, teachers' unions step up their protests
FROM 01

EDSS teacher D.J. Carroll bun-
dles up against the cold Wednes-
day.   [VERONICA REINER]
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Barry Kay, a political science professor at Wilfrid 
Laurier University for more than 40 years and a well-
known commentator on elections and polling, passed 
away Dec. 13 at St. Mary’s Hospital in Kitchener. Kay 
regularly tracked polling, developing an analysis mod-
el that was widely used during federal and provincial 
elections.

A campaign to reduce the residential use of pes-
ticides will continue to have Wellesley’s support, 
councillors decided this week. The township will 
fund its share of a marketing campaign through 
2010, extending a program launched in 2004. The 
move adds a three-year extension to a campaign 
to alter lawn-care practices and reduce the use of 
non-essential pesticides throughout Waterloo Region. 

From the Dec. 23, 2006 edition of The Observer

P H A R M A C Y
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

BARRY KAY PASSES FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

While the early snow arriv-
al and freezing tempera-
tures across the region may 
indicate otherwise, winter 
hasn’t actually started.

The new season makes 
its official arrive on Satur-
day (December 21). Weath-
er guru David Phillips 

Winter makes it official this weekend, milder one in the forecast

WHITE CHRISTMAS | 05

predicts it’ll be a compara-
tively mild one, with a 50-
50 shot at white Christmas 
during its first full week.

Also on the horizon are 
more prolonged bouts of 
freezing rain, which isn’t 
likely to top anyone’s list of 
wintry dreams.

“I think the added risk 
this year is that we are 
milder than normal – we 

see a little bit more south-
erly air, that American air, 
that Trump air, whatever 
you want to call it,” said 
Phillips, senior clima-
tologist at Environment 
Canada. “Well, there’s al-
ways that risk that you’re 
going to get a little bit more 
freezing rain than you bar-
gained for.”

Freezing rain is guaran-

teed here in Canada, he 
added: it’s more of a ques-
tion whether or not there 
are longer versus shorter 
bouts. One to three hours 
of freezing rain will not 
affect things too much, but 
any longer than six hours 
can result in ice encasing 
trees, wires and the like. 
Longer bouts are particu-
larly problematic because 

they can also result in 
power outages, icy road 
conditions and school can-
cellations.

The month of December 
has stayed relatively mild, 
as there have been no sig-
nificant storms thus far, 
which may be an indicator 
of the season in general, 
said Phillips. We’re likely 
to see a bit of blip on that 

front at week’s end, with 
today’s forecast at minus-9, 
about seven degrees below 
what’s normally expected 
at this time of year.

“But by next weekend, 
we’ll have temperatures 
very close to the freezing 
mark,” said Phillips. “So I 
think that swinging back 
and forth, that yo-yo kind 

The Wellesley Santa Claus Parade made its way down Queen's Bush Road last Friday night in a display of lights that featured many local groups, spectators, and an appearance from Saint Nick himself.  [VERONICA REINER]

SANTA CLAUS SPOTTED IN WELLESLEY
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Wishing You Safe & Joyful
Travels This Holiday!
And throughout the coming year.

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER

www.autofleetservices.ca

Auto Fleet Services Inc.
1070 Industrial Cres., 

St. Clements
519-699-9496

Auto Fleet Services Inc. &
Thoman Tire Services

3533 Broadway St., Unit #3, Hawkesville
519-699-5252

Repairs to Automotive & Light Fleet Vehicles

PARTNERS WITH

Dr. Lawrence Mohan and his Staff 
wish their Patients & Friends a ... 
Dr. Lawrence Mohan and his Staff 
wish their Patients & Friends a ... 

Merry 
Christmas 

& 
A Happy

 New Year!

3 Wyatt Street East, Elmira
519-669-2961 | wyattstreetdental.ca

 Ample on-site parking

From my family
to yours,

Wishing you Peace & Joy
 this Holiday Season this Holiday Season

TIM LOUIS 
Member of Parliament for Kitchener-Conestoga
1187 Fischer-Hallman Rd. Unit 624, Kitchener N2E 4H9
Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca  519-578-3777

TimLouisKitCon

63 Arthur Street South | Unit 3
Elmira, Ontario, N3B 2M6

519-669-2090 
mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org
mikeharrismpp.caMPP FOR KITCHENER–CONESTOGA

HARRIS
Mike 

MerryChristmas
& Happy Holidays
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Happy Holidays!
The Observer o�ce will be closed Friday, December 
20 at noon and will re-open Monday, December 30th.

The Observer will publish December 26 and 
website activity will be lightly monitored 
throughout the holiday as sta� enjoy time o� 
with friends and family.

MOVING SALE

Inside the plaza at 
Arthur Street and 
Oriole Parkway

Sat Dec 21st 7:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

One Day Only

Inside the plaza at 
Arthur Street and 
Oriole Parkway

Home  Decor, Furniture, 
and Window Treatments

Blinds | Shades | Shutters | Drapery
Interior Decorating | Home Staging | Upholstery

519-489-0103
6-25 Industrail Drive, Elmira 
www.blindambitiondesigns.com

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - NOON

Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

WISHING YOU A

& HAPPY NEW YEAR

Thank you to all 
for your continued patronage.

Merry Christmas

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

Merry 
Christmas
     from the Council at  

Waterloo Regional Police 
Service will receive $43,622 
in funding through the 
province’s Reduce Im-
paired Driving Everywhere 
(RIDE) grant to help detect 
impaired drivers and keep 
our streets and highways 
safe, the province an-
nounced this week.

The investment is part 
of the government’s recent 
investment of $2.4 million 
that will enable a total of 
172 police services across 
the province to carry out 
this important road safety 
mission throughout the 
year. 

“Sadly, impaired driving 
remains the leading crimi-
nal cause of death in Cana-

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

DECEMBER 13

■ 2:50 PM | Wellington 
County OPP received a report 
of a theft from a rural property 
on Side Road 11 in Pilkington 
Township.  The complainant 
advised that 19 puppies were 
stolen from his barn sometime 
between 8:30 a.m. and 1:45 
p.m. while he was out running 
errands. The puppies are 
approximately 10-weeks-old 
and are described as: three red/
apricot golden doodles, four 
golden doodles, 12 black lab/
shepherd/doodle mixes. The 
complainant posted an ad on 

Regional police receive provincial grant for RIDE program

da. With this funding, Wa-
terloo Regional Police Ser-
vice will be able to conduct 
the regular roadside spot 
checks needed to detect 
impaired drivers and make 
our roads safer,” said Mike 
Harris, MPP for Kitchen-
er-Conestoga, in a release. 
“We are helping to cover the 
costs of RIDE enforcement 
activities and educational 
campaigns to warn the 
public about the dangers of 
impaired driving.” 

“Road safety is a top 
priority for the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service, 
and our members remain 
committed to ensuring 
our roads are kept free 
from impaired drivers,” 

said Bryan Larkin, chief of 
police. “It is concerning to 
us that people continue to 
drive impaired, whether 
that is by alcohol or drugs. 
RIDE programs remain 
an important part of road 
safety as they create a vis-
ible reminder to motorists 
to not drive impaired. We 
are grateful to the Ontario 
government for this fund-
ing, which will allow us to 
continue with a focus on 
enforcement and educa-
tion to make our roads safe 
for everyone.“ 

In the last decade in On-
tario, more than 1,700 lives 
have been lost, and more 
than 25,000 people have 
been injured in collisions 

involving an impaired driv-
er. With the legalization of 
recreational cannabis last 
year, roadside spot-checks 
have proven to be even 
more crucial. 

As Ontarians prepare 
for the holiday season, 
they are reminded to make 
plans to get home safely, 
whether by arranging for a 
designated driver, ordering 
a taxi or rideshare or taking 
public transit. Should you 
see someone who may be 
impaired, take immediate 
action by arranging a ride 
for them, suggesting al-
ternate arrangements, or 
even calling 911 if someone 
is a risk to themselves and 
others.

Kijiji and had received several 
inquiries regarding the puppies. 
Police are asking for the public’s 
assistance with locating these 
dogs.  If you know anything 
about this incident or see 
anything suspicious on social 
media please call 1-888-310-
1122. Should you wish to remain 
anonymous, you may call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS) or submit a tip on-line 
at www.csgw.tips. You may be 
eligible for a reward from Crime 
Stoppers of up to $2,000.

DECEMBER 14

■ 11:00 AM | Members of 
the Perth County OPP, Perth 
East Fire Department and Perth 
County Paramedic Services 
attended a single-vehicle 
collision on Perth Line 43 in the 
Municipality of Perth East.  Two 
occupants were transported to 
hospital, one with life-threaten-
ing injuries, the other with minor 
injuries.  Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to contact OPP 
at 1-888-310-1122.  Should you 
wish to remain anonymous, you 
may contact Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS), or online 
www.hc-cs.ca, where you may 
be eligible to receive a cash 

reward of up to $2,000.

DECEMBER 16

■ 8:30 PM | Perth County 
OPP were dispatched to a 
property damage occurrence 
on Perth Road 112, Township 
of Perth East. O�cers took a 
25-year-old Perth East man 
into custody at the scene, 
charging him with ‘break & 
enter,’ ‘mischief under $5,000’ 
and ‘assault.’ Should you have 
any information that could 
assist investigators, please 
contact OPP at 1-888-310-1122.

A 77-year-old man was taken to hospital following a single-vehicle collision Monday afternoon on Moser Young Road in Wellesley Township. [JOE MERLIHAN]

of weather, is nature giving 
us a dress rehearsal or dry 
run as to how we think this 
winter will unfold.

“I don’t think it will be 
the bogeyman that people 
think it really was. I think 
there will be moments 
where we wish somewhere 
else. We always have some 
kind of winter-like weath-
er.”

A little bit of a rough 
road during the winter 
months is not a surprise 
for the second-coldest and 
snowiest country in the 

world. With six days left 
to go until Christmas Day, 
Phillips said it’s too close 
to call whether or not it will 
turn out to be a snowy one.

“I think that it’s a flip of a 
coin. I think it could be either 
way,” said Phillips. “I don’t 
think that it’s not going to be 
a real dump of snow, it may 
be a white Christmas but it’s 
not going to keep you storm-
stayed. You’re not going to 
have so much snow that the 
in-laws are going to have to 
stay over.”

These events can be 
difficult to predict, said 

 �WHITE CHRISTMAS: Expect a mixed bag of weather for a few months
FROM 03

Phillips. There have been 
times where Christmas 
Day turned out to be green 
despite a snowy week pri-
or, and times where there 
was unexpectedly a white 
Christmas despite balmy 
weather in the days leading 
up to it.

“It’s going to be touch-
and-go whether you get 
one. If you’ve got two 
centimetres sitting in your 
backyard right now, I think 
it’s going to be refreshed on 
several occasions with flur-
ries. That will clean up that 
snowpack,” he said.

“If you’re green right 
now, you’re going to have 
to dream a lot harder to get 
a white Christmas than you 
normally would, because 
we don’t see any weather 
makers in the system right 
as we speak. But, hey, there 
are storms that will affect 
us in the next two weeks 
that aren’t even born yet, 
so who knows?”

One thing is certain, 
however: we’ll be getting 
some version of winter 
weather between now and 
spring’s official arrival in 
three months’ time. 
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8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

At This Time Of Year…
Thoughts turn to loved ones, both past and present,
Of happy childhood memories
Unwrapping toys, helping with the baking and licking the bowl,
Remembering always their kindness and love.
Sweet times gone by
During your time of loss and sorrow, thank you for the
confidence placed in us.

 

 
1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, N0B 2T0 
519-656-2880 
chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Book online at blood.ca
or call 1-888-2donate

Donate on Friday, December 27th
2:30 pm – 7:30pm
Lions Hall, 40 South Street W.
100+ donors needed. 

The need for blood
is constant, even 
during the holidays.
Join #CanadasLifeline and make 
donating blood your ultimate holiday 
gift. Book your appointment today and 
make donating blood a lasting and 
meaningful new year’s resolution. 

designers, and contractors 
renovated a century home, 
the show culminating with 
the renovation-themed 
competition between the 
constestants.

The cast included pop-
ular network personalities 
such Bryan and Sarah 
Baulmer, Dave and Kortney 
Wilson, Scott McGillvary, 
Sarah Richardson, Mike 
Holmes, Sebastian Clovis, 
brothers Jonathon and 
Drew Scott, Jo Alcorn, Paul 
Lafrance and Brian Mc-
Court. Like other seasons 
of Home to Win, each uses 
their expertise to best pre-
pare one room or outdoor 
space, with different com-
binations of people taking 
on different rooms. 

Patel notes the house 
underwent a consider-

able makeover during the 
course of the season.

 “It’s a very dramatic 
change – I remember 
walking into the house 
for the first time and the 
first reaction was ‘There’s 
a lot of work to be done 
here.’ It seems like who-
ever lived in it before 
was trying to do some 
kind of construction 
in the house, but never 
completed it. It wasn’t in 
great shape,” said Patel.

“The way it came togeth-
er was just spectacular. 
Colours I wouldn’t even 
think about, the bedrooms 
upstairs were just amaz-
ing, the bathrooms were 
incredible, the kitchen is so 
unique in terms of the co-
lour. I wouldn’t even think 
about putting a dark green 
kind of colour into the kitch-

en. The transition ... I was 
blown away, to be honest.”

Contestants competes in 
several renovation-related 
challenges that put their 
DIY skills to the test. The 
cast observed each one 
closely, deliberated, and 
then each individually vot-
ed for a winner.

During the first chal-
lenge that involved the 
construction of a mini 
library, it was Smart who 
was eliminated, which 
made it a head-to-head 
competition between 
Hanscom and Vandermaar. 
After the second challenge 
that required competitors 
to redesign a rec. room, 
Hanscom was eventually 
declared the victor.

“The other competitors 
don’t know who voted for 
who, at the end ... we count 

that ballots and see who gets 
the most votes,” explained 
Patel. “That was great be-
cause when I announced 
who won, the cast doesn’t 
know who won. So it’s a mo-
ment for everybody.”

Under the contest rules, 
the winner was handed the 
keys and granted the house 
immediately, though logis-
tics make it difficult for the 
B.C. family to call the place 
home in time for holidays.

“Obviously they’re com-
ing from outside the city, 
outside the province, it 
will likely take them a bit 
of time before they get 
settled,” said Julie MacFar-
lane, a spokesperson for 
Corus Entertainment.

The season finale, along 
with other episodes in the 
series, can be streamed on 
www.hometowin.com.

�HOME TO WIN: Century home was fully renovated by all-star HGTV cast
FROM 01
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Wellesley to spread cost of septic-system inspections to residents
BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Ratepayers across Welles-
ley face a small fee in-
crease in each of the next 
five years to cover the cost 
of an inspection program 
that evaluates the health 
of private septic systems in 
St. Clements and Linwood, 
the township deciding pro-
tecting drinking water was 
a common good.

Exploring a number 
of options, councillors 
meeting Tuesday decided 
that some 3,500 properties 
would be assessed an addi-
tional $0.50 per year to in-
spect the 57 septic systems 
identified under the Grand 
River Source Protection 
Plan.

Under provincial regu-
lations, inspections must 
be carried out every five 
years. When the province 
introduced the measures 
in 2015, it provided fund-
ing to municipalities to 
cover the cost. For the next 
cycle, due to start in 2020, 
there’s currently no out-
side money to cover the bill 

of an estimated $8,636.
To fund the program 

this time around, the 
township looked at 
spreading the load across 
the entire tax base ($0.50 
per year), charging water 
customers in Linwood 
and St. Clements ($2.23 
per year), making each of 
the 57 property owners 
pay ($151.51),  or simply 
absorbing the costs into 
township expenses.

Staff recommended the 
village funding option, 
but council went with the 
township-wide levy, deem-
ing it fair.

“This model states that 
the costs would be shared 
equally across all proper-
ty owners throughout the 
township. It would imply 
that keeping the well 
aquifers safe from septic 
contamination benefits 
all residents within the 
township,” the report 
from Darryl Denny says 
of council’s preferred 
option.

A decision didn’t come 
without debate, however, 
including a discussion 

about conflict-of-interest 
rules, as Ward 4 Coun. Carl 
Smit said that he couldn’t 
vote because his property 
is one of the 57 with a sep-
tic system. 

“I didn’t gain anything 
by this. I’m going to lose 
something by this. So I 
don’t see it as pecuniary 
gain,” said Smit.

“From my under-
standing of a conflict of 
interest… if a member of 
council is in line or repre-
sentative of a significant 
number of residents, then 
there is no conflict of 

interest because he’s not 
representing a personal 
point of view,” said Ward 3 
Coun. Peter van der Maas 
in response.

As a result, council made 
a slight amendment of the 
technical parts of the meet-
ing, where the mover of 
the council was changed, 
but the recommendation 
remained the same. 

In setting the rates, the 
township opted to build in 
inflationary increases to 
adjust for rising prices over 
the course of the program. 
Costs and the program it-

self will be re-evaluated by 
staff before the next round 
of re-inspections starting 
in 2026.

The re-inspection pro-
gram will require property 
owners to have their septic 
tanks pumped out and 
provide verification to the 
building department, with 
the average cost in the 
village for this procedure 
between $350-400.

Although agreeing to 
a cost-recovery formula, 
Mayor Joe Nowak noted 
that funding could come 
from other sources, per-

haps altering the model 
again.

“The region had put 
some money into that last 
time it had to be done. ... 
From my understanding, 
the region is considering 
doing the same thing again 
this year, but there’s noth-
ing formally decided yet,” 
said Nowak.

“In January, February, 
it’s going to come to re-
gional council for approval, 
so we’ll have to see what 
the proposal is. There 
could be some money to 
help out with that.”

The house at 7 Park Ave. in Elmira will be home to the HGTV contest winners, who'll have to make their way here from British Columbia.  [VERONICA REINER]
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PARADISE & DISTRICT LIONS CLUB 
The Paradise and District Lions Club would like to thank 
the following businesses and individuals listed below who 
generously contributed $50.00 or more to our 12th Annual Tree 
of Light Campaign which was another resounding success!
SPECIAL THANKS also to CIBC Sta� (Debi Hartung), St. Clements Branch, Creative Hair 
Works, Erick Traplin, Exotic Wings & Pet Things, Father Irenaeus Koziak, Greta and Steve 
Ofner, Heidelberg Parks and Recreation, in Season Home + Garden, John Hartung,  
Kate’s Hair Den, St. Mary’s General Hospital Foundation (Julie Powell), Starbucks (Kristy 
Blackstock), St. Clements Arena, St. Clements Library (Pauline),  St. Clements Recreation 
Service Board, St. Clements Roman Catholic Church, Sandhill Botanicals (Spencer 
Hauck) Santa Claus, and Styles By Lori for their continuing support.

ANONYMOUS
DTI LOGISTICS CANADA INC.
EXOTIC WINGS & PET THINGS              
(Mark, Lisa and Emma Koenig)
HEIDELBERG RECREATION ASSOCIATION
HERRGOTT INDUSTRIES LIMITED

KUMPFORT ZONE WAREHOUSING INC.
LINWOOD VETERINARY SERVICES
LORENTZ FARMS LIMITED
(George and Lynda Lorentz)
McARTHUR MECHANICAL LTD.
DR. ERIN WALKER, DENTISTRY

Darlene and Charles Bechthold
Douglas F. Bender Developments Ltd.
Helen Brick and Family                                                                        
Gayle Couture
Dietrich Plumbing & Pump Ltd.
Kailey Esbaugh – K & K Liquidation and Auction
Forwell Electric (Wayne, Rose and Family)
Bill and Mary Haffner
Hank’s Auto Wreckers
Keith Hehn
Ted and Diane Hennebry
Donna Herrgott and Kathy Goetz
Donna Lynne Lamont
Greg Lapienes and Emily Jull

George and Lynda Lorentz
Murray and Bev Lorentz
Stephen Menich and Mary Ellen Cullen
Murray and Marlene Miles
John and Janet Pfaffinger
Murray and Sharon Runstedler
St. Clements Heart & Home
St. Jacobs Printery
Steed and Evans Limited
MaryAnn Stemmler and Family
Stemmler Meats and Cheese (Heidelberg) Inc. 
Paul and Jo-Anne Straus and Family
John and Denise Sutherland – J & J Craftsmen            
Jim and Judy Taziar

Anonymous  (2x)
Auto Fleet Services Inc.
Beverley Baechler
Wendy Basse and Brenda Bender
Mike, Lori, Dustin and Nicole Beam
Belmont Appliance -  Janet and Dave Robb
Diane Bender and Family                                                                          
Louis and Mary Bender
M.&L. Blundell/C. Weidinger/G. Tapper/A. Kuhn
Tanya Brick
CMT Engineering Inc.
CT Tooling Inc.
Creative Hair Works – Janet and Jeff Holland
Brian and Roza Cunningham 
Curry/Linseman/MacDermott Families
John Davidson
Beth and Ross Drayton
Empire Facility Management Inc.
Firm Foundations – Jane Warner, Chiropodist
Margaret A. Forwell
Paul and Linda Frey
Heidelberg Metal Inc.
The Olde Heidelberg Restaurant & Tavern
Tina, Mike, Eddie, Cora and Ruby Henhoeffer
Marie Hergott and Family
Mark Hergott
Jones Feed Mills Ltd.

Josslin Insurance (New Hamburg)
Denise and Murray Jordan, 
Deb and Dave Roeder and Families
Jackie Kuhn and Jeffrey Kuhn
Jim Kuhn and Family
Joe and Renate Lehmann
Anne/Patty/Janet Lienhardt
Brianna Martin
Ken and Jim Meyer
New Orleans Pizza (St. Clements)
Jake Redpath
Margaret Rettinger
Richmond Heating & Air
Pam Ringrose – Leaps and Bounds Paediatrics
Margaret Schuller
Carolyn Siopiolosz and Family
Carl Smit
Paul and Brenda Stewart
Dolores Straus Grandchildren
Tiger Plumbing Inc. (Ed Van Dam)
Tri Con Haid Concrete Finishing Ltd.
Verspagen Family
Butch Voisin Pavement Markings (Butch and 
Lori Voisin)
Voisin Chrysler Ltd. (Cleo Kropf)
The Wagner Family
Doug and Barb Wagner
Connie Walser and Family

MAJOR BENEFACTORS 

TREE TOP STAR – OVER $50

$50 STRANDS 

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm 

 Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

 

  

Elmira Remedy’sRx
75 Arthur St. South

Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Wyatt St
Dental
Office

Elmira 
Medical 
Centre

St. JamesLutheran
Church

Arthur St
Dental
Office

ELMIRAPHARMACY
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Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

From All 
Of Us 

at:

Closed stat holidays

C L E A R A N C E
WAREHOUSE

Odd lots of Ceramic, Laminate, Solid and
engineered hardwood .99 sf to 1.99 sf,

Carpet remnants up to 50% off marked prices

Zimmerman
C U S T O M   F L O O R I N G
Zimmerman

M F L O O R I N G
Zimmerman

17A Industrial Drive, Elmira   519-669-3933
www.zimmermancustomflooring.ca

SALE Ends
DEC 31ST, 2019
SALE Ends
DEC 31ST, 2019

CADDIES FOR A CAUSE

Looking to lift the spirits of those forced to be in the hospital during the holidays, a group of township residents put 
together gift caddies to be donated to the Grand River Hospital Foundation. Some of those involved met in Breslau Dec. 
13 to assemble the various goodies into 80 gift bags, doubling the number from last year. The group included Emilie 
Greene, Jeremy Bingeman, Alissa Bingeman, Elizabeth Siddorn, Cheryl Greene, Victoria Cunningham and Julia Binge-
man. [STEVE KANNON]
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The spirit of Christmas encompasses all of us
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

Whatever your beliefs or 
take on the holidays, 
there is an undeniable 

magic about Christmas that 
give rise, however fleetingly, to 
the better angels of our nature. 

An increasingly divided, ma-
nipulated and oppressed soci-
ety wearing the yoke of those 
who embody an unredeemed 
and unredeemable Ebenezer 
Scrooge for just a little while 
imagines itself as it could be if 
only the effort were sustained.

How much better off we’d be 
if we could sustain the shine of 
a holiday like no other.

Christmas is not just another 
day off from work or school. No 
other holiday even comes close 
in terms of the goodwill and an-
ticipation engendered by what 
occurs each 25th of December. 
It transcends even religion, as 
witnessed by how we celebrate 

Easter, a more significant holi-
day on the Christian calendar, 
yet one that doesn’t generate 
the same reaction.

Even if you’re not religiously 
inclined or of another faith, 
there’s still something delight-
ful about Christmas – the one 
time of year where we live up 
to our potential as kind, con-
siderate human beings. We like 
ourselves better for it, but seem 
unable to carry it through more 
than a few weeks.

Yes, those of the Christian 
faith celebrate the birth of 
Jesus Christ. And in recent 
years that has sparked a cer-
tain amount of controversy, as 
the unimaginative deem the 
holiday incompatible with a 
multicultural society. That is, 
of course, piffle supported by a 
few blowhards, including some 
of the majority culture who feel 

they must act as apologists for 
our traditions. None of these 
people realize the magic of the 
season extends far beyond the 
religious aspects.

Those who decry the com-
mercialism of Christmas would 
say it’s simple greed that makes 
us enjoy the season, but that’s 
too simplistic. Christmas shows 
us what we could be, if only 
we’d embrace our potential.

If asked to describe what they 
love about Christmas, even the 
most devout Christians would 
go beyond the religious to tell 
of the glow and warmth that 
comes with being near to family 
and friends at Christmastime, 
a feeling unrepeated at other 
gatherings throughout the year. 
There’s an indefinable charge in 
the air, as if something is com-
pelling us to be more attuned to 
the world around us. We’re driv-

en to be a little nicer (hopefully 
more than a residual desire to 
stay off of Santa’s naughty list) 
and to be a little more generous 
to others – at least in situations 
outside of the mall, where it can 
still be every man or woman for 
him/herself.

While some will argue Christ-
mas is simply for children, they 
may be missing the point that 
it’s a chance for all of us to be 
kids again, to try to recapture 
some of the innocence and 
sense of wonder.

If the Christmas spirit is on 
the wane today, it’s because we 
let business, stress and political 
correctness intrude on the hol-
iday – much as they do on our 
lives as we progress from child-
hood into adulthood.

The goal, then, is to recapture 
some of that zest, that antici-
pation and wonder that came 

with the Christmases of youth. 
At the same time, there is the 
need for an adult appreciation 
of what a timeout from the “real 
world” can mean for the soul.

That’s the real magic of 
Christmas. If only those bent 
on oppression would adopt the 
message of Dickens’ classic tale 
such that it could be always 
said of them that they “knew 
how to keep Christmas well, if 
any man alive possessed the 
knowledge. May that be truly 
said of us, and all of us! And 
so, as Tiny Tim observed, God 
bless Us, Every One!”

We may be a long way from 
the Dickensian era – though 
not as far from it as we'd like to 
think – but it's still worth the 
effort to keep the spirit of the 
season with us. Happy Christ-
mas.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

D own on the turkey 
farm, the Scottish 
and Irish birds 

noticed that the smiling 
man in the festive costume 
was holding a hatchet 
behind his back, and hid. 
The Welsh turkeys looked 
confused and huddled to-
gether squawking. But the 
English turkeys marched 
bravely up to the chopping 
block, confident that this 
would be a Christmas to 
remember.

Boris Johnson’s big vic-
tory in Thursday’s ‘Brexit’ 
election was achieved al-
most entirely with English 
votes. Only 20 of the 364 
seats won by the Conserva-
tive Party were in the other 
three ‘nations’ of the Unit-
ed Kingdom.

The United Kingdom 
will continue to be called 

English turkeys 
vote for Christmas

that for several years, but 
this election has actually 
sounded its death knell. 
It was the votes of English 
nationalists that gave 
Johnson his victory, and 
they don’t really care if the 
UK survives. Just as well, 
because it won’t.

The English have been 
nationalists for around five 
centuries, but they were 
also content to share a 
broader ‘British’ identity so 
long as it gave them brag-
ging rights on the world’s 

Happy birthday ... make that Merry Christmas from all of us here at The Observer.

“Cyberattacks are growing criminal phenomena 
and perpetrators are becoming increasingly 
sophisticated. Public institutions and healthcare 
organizations are ultimately responsible for ensuring 
that any personal information in their custody 
and control is secure and protected at all times.” 
Brian Beamish, Information and Privacy Commis-
sioner of Ontario, reacts to a cyberattack on the 
computer systems of Canadian laboratory testing 
company LifeLabs

Canadians will spend an average of $1,593 this 
holiday season, slightly up from $1,563 (or 1.9%) 
in 2018. Canadians plan to spend 41% of their 
holiday shopping time online, up four percentage 
points from last year, but the bulk is still done 
in-store (59%). Breaking it down, 55% of millen-
nials and 49% of Generation Z will shop online. 
PwC Canada’s Holiday Outlook report

DYER | 10

GWYNNE DYER 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Little time to enjoy the season as Christmas seems to come and go

F or kids, Christmas can nev-
er arrive quickly enough; 
the time between the first 

hints of the season – earlier and 
earlier each year – and the frenzy 
of unwrapping presents is inter-
minable. Throw in the wait for 
school to end for an extended 
break, and even the clocks ap-
pear to be standing still.

For the rest of us, however, it’s 
as though time speeds up. We’ve 
barely come to terms with sum-
mer’s end when Thanksgiving 
and Halloween are upon us, and 
the fretting about Christmas be-
gins in earnest. Foremost of all, 
there never seems to be enough 
time to deal with all that the 
holiday season entails: before we 
know it, the big day is upon on 
us, and then gone in something 
of an anticlimactic whirlwind. 

There’s barely enough time to 
deal with Christmas, let alone 
ruminate on its meaning, the 
changes its undergone even in 
our lifetimes, the crass commer-
cialization or the secularization 
that seems to be a waning com-
plaint ... harkening back to that 
part about the changes we’ve 
seen.

Secularization isn’t at the top 
of the list, but it certainly comes 
up, typically in discussions 
about how commercialized the 
holiday has become. Christmas, 
many of us exclaim, is now more 
about Santa Claus than it is Jesus 
Christ. Taken to the extreme, 
these arguments involve the 
so-called war on Christmas, an 
expression adopted by social 
Conservatives in the U.S. and 
championed by the likes of Fox 
News. Their targets are those 
who would take the Christ out of 
Christmas, typically – secular-
ists, atheists and liberals in the 
American parlance.

In fact, it’s mostly Christians, 
even those nominally so, who’ve 
managed to make Christmas 
what it is today.

Facets of the holiday we em-
brace as traditions have little or 
nothing to do with religion. Hol-
ly, mistletoe, and Christmas trees 
are all pagan symbols from win-

ter religious festivals that were 
likely appropriated by Christian-
ity in order to make conversion 
easier. Even the date, December 
25, has more to do with the sol-
stice and age-old longest-night 
festivals than it does with the 
actual birth date of Christ, which 
biblical scholars place at various 
times of the year. 

The date may have been ad-
opted as a Christian substitute to 
the Roman festival Saturnalia in 
the third century. Saturnalia was 
celebrated as the Feast of Sun 
and was actually considered the 
birth date of the Sun God of the 
Romans.

While Santa Claus is partially 
a Christian figure – Saint Nicho-
las – he incorporates significant 
pagan and secular elements. 
Gift-giving, traditional Christ-
mas foods, and many other el-
ements also have nothing to do 
with Christianity.

Historically, Christmas was 

the centerpiece in a range of reli-
gious observances that stretched 
from the fall (Michaelmas) 
through to early February (Can-
dlemas). Most have fallen by the 
wayside. Candlemas (the Feast 
of the Presentation of Jesus at 
the Temple, February 2), for in-
stance, has been “replaced” by 
Groundhog Day. Where we once 
celebrated the 12 days of Christ-
mas, carrying right through to 
the Epiphany, the holy-days are 
done once Boxing Day frenzy 
kicks in.

History has also shown us that 
some Christians eschew the trap-

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

pings of Christmas. Even images 
linked to Christmas were avoid-
ed. The event was supposed to be 
holy, not a birthday party. Cer-
tain Christian sects favour that 
austere version to this very day.

In that light, the tree in your 
living room, the wreath on your 
door and the cards in your mail-
box are all secular in origin.

Even the popular sentiment 
of peace on Earth and goodwill 
toward men is not exclusive to 
Christmas or even the religion 
itself. The same is true of the 
most warming aspect of the hol-
iday: time spent with family and 
friends in the spirit of fellowship.

None of which takes away 
from Christmas. Nor should 
these facts bolster the cause of 
those who, for reasons of polit-
ical correctness or misguided 
multiculturalism, would try to 
downplay the yuletide season. 
Christmas has evolved over the 
years precisely to be inclusive, 

and remains so today. Whether 
you’re in it for the gifts, the good-
will or the piety, Christmas has 
you covered.

Those who complain about the 
Christ in Christmas are missing 
the point: it’s really an inclusive 
holiday, one that’s easily adapted 
to fit the individual.

For children, Christmas really 
boils down to what’s under the 
tree. The day could never come 
soon enough, and it was always 
still pitch dark out when you got 
up to see what Santa had left you.

Gradually, the holiday became 
more about enjoying the compa-
ny of family and friends, many of 
whom you hadn’t seen all year. 
My fondest memories are cer-
tainly linked to those get-togeth-
ers, rather than the stuff I got. 
Those feelings are even more 
pronounced given that many 
of those people are no longer 
around to argue over who gets a 
drumstick or the recipe for the 
perfect eggnog.

Of course, Christmas has be-
come highly commercialized – 
some of the symbols we use to-
day were in fact created by mar-
keters (the image of Santa Claus 
developed by Coca-Cola, or 
Rudolph the Montgomery Ward 
Reindeer) – almost to the point 
of overkill. But there has always 
been something – a feeling in the 
air perhaps – that made the sea-
son lift the spirits beyond any-
thing the so-called greeting-card 
holidays could ever do for us. 
That feeling of warmth and 
goodwill, no matter your take on 
Christmas, is tangible

Of all the holidays on the 
calendar, none compares to 
Christmas. It’s certainly no mere 
greeting card holiday; it comes 
with its own magic. Rather than 
fretting about what it’s become – 
a subjective take, at best – maybe 
we should just enjoy the season, 
observing it as we see fit and 
holding on to our own traditions. 

Christmas really is what we 
make of it, even if it seems like 
we don’t have enough time 
to slow down and smell the 
pine-scented something or other.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

■ Revitalizing 
downtown 
Elmira starts with 
diverting trucks

To the Editor,
Re:  “Woolwich  council 
moves to develop a vision 
for downtown Elmira” and 
”Elmira core revitalization 
awaits private investment” 
(Observer, Dec. 12/19).

The primary elements 
required to make an attrac-
tive downtown core where 
people want to invest, and 
spend time are well known 
and have already been 
recommended to Elmira 
in a number of previous 
paid consultations as 

■ Province must 
do more to 
eliminate vaping

To the Editor,
The “For the People” On-
tario Conservatives an-
nounced that convenience 
stores and gas stations 
must cease advertising 
vaping products. That’s a 
Band-Aid treating an am-
putation.

Vaping was originally 
introduced to give heavily 
addicted smokers an alter-
nate mechanism of quit-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

mentioned in both these 
articles. These include  at-
tractive, pedestrian street-
scapes incorporating trees 
and other greenery, and 
retaining a sense of place 
and history by restoring 
historic façades.

Another primary re-
quirement for an attractive 
downtown core that was 
not mentioned in either of 
these articles is the remov-
al of truck traffic. There is 
nothing  more detrimental 
to making a downtown 
attractive than constant 
heavy truck traffic.  There 
are several hundred 
trucks a day currently, 
and at the peak times, one 
heavy truck every 90 sec-
onds. The town of Paris, 

Ontario, population 12,000, 
was able to ban truck traffic 
though the centre of town – 
why can’t Elmira? 

 If Woolwich council 
is serious, truly serious, 
about revitalizing the 
downtown it could start by 
ensuring that the Woolwich 
Bio-En Inc. biogas facility 
is not allowed to double 
their daily truck traffic to 
its facility, from 80 to 160 
per day. 

Jane Buyers 
& Don Druick, Elmira

ting. Since then it has been 
transformed by big tobacco 
and others into nothing 
more than a mechanism of 
addicting the next genera-
tion of teens.

After decades of decline 
in smoking among Ontario’s 
youth, this is devastating.

The inclusion of nicotine 
and flavours such as “bub-
ble gum” in vaping prod-
ucts is a blatant flaunting 
of ethical standards by the 
manufacturers and a slap 
in the face to Ontarians 
who have spent tens of mil-
lions of healthcare dollars 

to fight nicotine based to-
bacco addiction.

Reduced advertising will 
accomplish nothing. 

Ban sales to the public of 
all vaping products that are 
attractively flavoured or 
contain any nicotine. Clas-
sify all nicotine containing 
vapes as “smoking cessa-
tion” therapies available 
free only at pharmacies by 
gradual dose reducing pre-
scription. Only then will 
we be able to say that we 
adequately protected the 
health of Ontario’s youth.

Paul Marrow, Winterbourne

The Observer o�ce will be closed 
Friday, December 20 at noon and will 
re-open Monday, December 30th.

Happy 
Holidays!
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EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

R
Be

DIREC

Call For Your Property Evaluation Today!

Your referrals are appreciated!

Serving the community for 28 years!

May your homes be
filled with the spirit

 of the holidays!

May your homes be
filled with the spirit

 of the holidays!

May your homes be
filled with the spirit

 of the holidays!
Happy Holidays!

We’re counting our blessings this holiday
season, and your kind friendship is among them.

With thanks and best wishes from our family
to yours for a very merry Christmas and

a healthy, prosperous new year.

 

500 Wright Blvd.,
Stratford, ON N4Z 1H3

Stratford • 519-271-2111 
515 Maitland Ave. South,
Listowel, ON N4W 2M7

Listowel • 519-291-3276 

OK TIRE ELMIRA
519.669.3232
35 Howard Ave.

Prince of Peace
At this time of year, let us 

remember the true meaning of 
Christmas — the miracle of a 

babe, born in a manger. May His 
love ring out to the world.

Peace on 
Earth, good 
will towards 

men.

921 Katherine St N West Montrose
519.669.3388
www.grandridge.ca921 Katherine St N West Montrose921 Katherine St N West Montrose

We wish you a Christmas
filled with the wonder of 
the birth of Christ.HAPPY

HOLIDAYS
Enjoy time spent

with family & friends

ELMIRA, ON

519-669-2256

biggest empire. Once that 
was gone, a specifically 
English nationalism was 
bound to resurface even-
tually.

The resurgence of na-
tionalism in Scotland and 
Wales was also inevitable, 
and in Northern Ireland it 
had never gone away. All 
those nationalisms largely 
defined themselves by 
challenging the domina-
tion of the English majority 
(83 per cent) in the UK, 
but  English nationalists 
obviously needed a bigger 
opponent to push against. 
They found it, inevitably, 
in the European Union.

The EU is not very cred-
ible as an oppressor, but 
it has been allotted that 
role by the Conservative 
Party and the right-wing, 

billionaire-owned media 
that dominate the English 
scene. From ‘Take Back 
Control’ to ‘Get Brexit 
Done,’ the Conservatives’ 
slogans work in England, 
although they have almost 
no power in the other na-
tions of the UK.

Three-fifths of Conser-
vative Party members now 
believe that the break-up 
of the UK would be an ac-
ceptable price to pay for 
leaving the EU. A smaller 
majority would even accept 
the demise of their own 
party if that were the price 
of leaving. (The pollsters 
neglected to ask them if 
they were willing to sacri-
fice their first-born sons, 
but presumably their an-
swer would have been the 
same.)

This unhinged English 

nationalism will hasten the 
departure of Scotland from 
the UK. Scotland will leave 
to get away from the En-
glish crazies and to stay in 
the EU, its path to the latter 
goal made easier because 
in 2017 Spain withdrew 
its long-standing threat to 
veto Scottish membership 
of the EU. A second and 
successful Scottish inde-
pendence referendum is 
probably only two years 
away.

This election also re-
vealed a majority for ‘Re-
main’ in Northern Ireland, 
and the shortest route 
to that goal would be via 
union with the Republic of 
Ireland (which remains an 
EU member).

That risks reigniting ‘The 
Troubles’ that ended 20 
years ago, but the Protes-

tant loyalists have been be-
trayed and abandoned by 
Boris Johnson, so it might 
work. All the options are 
now dangerous, and this 
one not necessarily more 
so than others.

As for Wales, it will un-
enthusiastically stick with 
England. After 600 years 
of being governed from 
London – twice as long 
as the other non-English 
parts of the UK –  it has got 
used to it. Or at least lost 
the ability to imagine any-
thing else.

And what about En-
gland’s future? It will for-
mally leave the EU by the 
end of January, but this 
is just the start of Brexit 
Part II, the negotiation of a 
trade agreement with the 
EU. That would normally 
take many years, but Boris 

 �DYER:  English nationalism trumps all, even the nation itself, as major divide shows in UK election results
FROM 08 Johnson swears that he will 

end the negotiation with or 
without a trade deal by the 
end of 2020.

Maybe he’s bluffing 
again: he didn’t die in 
a ditch the last time he 
promised to do so if he 
didn’t get a deal in time. 
Besides, crashing out 
without a deal would be 
catastrophic for the British 
economy: half of all UK 
trade is with the EU. So 
many people think John-
son will make another 
sweetheart deal with the 
EU to save his skin, just like 
he did last October.

Not necessarily. John-
son pretends to be an 
amiable, scatter-brained 
clown, but he is actually 
a highly skilled political 
operator with close ties 
to hard-right British and 

American ideologues like 
Donald Trump. If he really 
shares their goal of open-
ing the British economy 
up for asset-stripping, 
then crashing out is a way 
to achieve that goal.

On the other hand, John-
son is a man without fixed 
principles or ideology. His 
sole goal is the acquisition 
and retention of personal 
power, and that might 
require him to pay atten-
tion to the interests of the 
disillusioned and deluded 
former Labour voters who 
gave him this victory. He 
may not dismantle the 
British welfare state as far 
and as fast as his backers 
expect.

Don’t ask me which way 
he will jump. He probably 
doesn’t know that himself 
yet.
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/scores

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

Cassidy Moser and Delaney Keen were the goal-scor-
ers for EDSS in a 4-2 loss Monday to Grand River 
Collegiate in girls hockey action. The boys’ squad, 
however, defeated Galt Collegiate 5-2 on Dec. 12, 
with goals from Kyle Kraemer (2), Ryan Elliot, Jake 
Clemmer and Josh Carere.

Swimmers from EDSS, Sir John A. Macdonald, Huron 
Heights and Kitchener Collegiate were at the WMC 
in Elmira Dec. 12 for a meet. The day’s MVPs were  
Jocelyn Raben (EDSS), Janet Lam (HHSS), Alan Cang 
(SJAM) and Ryland Burns (KCI).

LANCERS ON ICE MAKING A SPLASH

FREE Community 
Family Skate!

Thursday, January 2nd, 2020
1:30 - 3:30  Woolwich Memorial Centre, Elmira

FREE
HOT CHOCOLATE!

Skate with 
players from 
the Elmira 
Sugar Kings!

BUILDING A CONNECTED, CARING COMMUNITYBUILDING A CONNECTED, CARING COMMBUILDING A CONNECTED, CARING COMM NITY

Elmira's Kurtis Goodwin has words with Listowel’s Brenden Clayton during game action last Friday. In what was a chippy affair, the Sugar Kings emerged victorious 
with a 3-0 win. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Elmira’s 3-0 win over Listowel a chippy aff air, followed by 2OT nailbiter against second-place Kitchener

Sugar Kings win a pair of games to hold top spot
BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

The Elmira Sugar Kings 
picked up a pair of wins 
over the weekend, solidi-
fying their hold on the top 
spot in the Greater Ontario 
Junior Hockey League’s 
Midwestern Conference 
standings. They easily took 
down the Listowel Cy-
clones 3-0 on Friday night, 
then went on to edge out 
the Kitchener Dutchmen 
5-4 in double overtime on 
Sunday. 

With a record of 24-
5-0-4, the Kings have a 
five-point lead on the 
second-place Dutchmen 
(21-6-2-3) and nine on the 
Cambridge Redhawks (20-
7-1-2). 

Things started slowly  
Friday night in Listowel, 
with no scoring in the first 
frame and the two teams 
combining for just 13 shots 
(8-5 in favour of the Cy-
clones). It was Elmira that 
finally broke the deadlock, 
with Mason McMahon 
(Anthony Azzano) scoring 
at 5:10.

The game close, tem-
pers began to rise and the 
play got rougher. That was 
particularly evident just 
before the halfway point 
when a Listowel slashing 
call escalated into a fight, 
that earned Elmira’s Owen 
O’Donnell and Listowel’s  
Rylan Bower each five 
minutes and a game mis-
conduct. 

“[Listowel] had a differ-
ent strategy than in the 
past against us, and I think 
that entailed a little more 
physical play. I guess may-
be that’s why it came off a 
little more aggressive,” said 
head coach Rob Collins.

The chippy tone con-

tinued on throughout 
this stanza and the next, 
which eventually left the 
Cyclones at a disadvantage. 
Elmira’s Luke Eurig (Kur-
tis Goodwin, Jacob Black) 
capitalized on this oppor-
tunity, potting another on 
a power play at 19:46. 

“Our special teams were 
great. Our penalty kill 
didn’t get give up anything, 
and our power plays scored 
goals,” noted Collins of the 
evening that saw the Kings 
go 1-5 and Listowel 0-7 
with the advantage. “When 
you win the special teams 
battle, and your goalie 

doesn’t give up any goals, 
it’s usually a good recipe 
for a win.”

Azzano scored the sole 
goal of the final frame, an 
unassisted marker at 9:56. 
The play remained rough, 
with the parade to the pen-
alty box continuing, but 
the Kings emerged with a 
3-0 win when all the num-
bers were tallied.

The Kings put 29 shots 
on net, with Elmira goal-
tender Greg Brassard stop-
ping all 25 pucks thrown 
at him.

Back at home Sunday to 
welcome the Dutchmen, 

the Kings experienced a 
different kind of game.

Kitchener drew first 
blood at 11:43, taking ad-
vantage of a power play. 
Cooper Way was quick 
to retaliate at 16:25, with 
assists going to Matthew 
Tolton and Eurig. The 
Dutchmen regained  their 
lead before period’s end, 
however, scoring another 
on a power play at 18:37. 

After the intermission, 
it was Elmira’s turn to 
capitalize on a power play, 
courtesy of a goal from Bro-
dy Waters (Jeremey Good-
win, Harrison Toms) at 

8:50 to tie things up at 2-2. 
But Kitchener would take 
a one-goal lead into inter-
mission yet again, scoring 
at 15:07.

The visitors’ lead was ex-
tended to two at 8:13 of the 
third. Down 4-2, the Kings 
didn’t quit, getting one 
back less than two minutes 
later when Tolton scored at 
9:57, assisted by Eurig and 
Azzano. Black (Jeremey 
Goodwin, Waters) drew the 
two sides even again when 
he scored at 13:47. Few 
chances followed, and ab-
solutely no scoring before 
regulation time ran out, so 

it was off to overtime.
Nothing was settled in 

the first OT – shots were 
only 3-1 for Elmira – but 
J. Goodwin (Eurig, Carter 
Lennon) needed just 1:16 
of the second extra frame 
to give the Kings their first 
lead ... and the win.

“It’s always [intense] 
with Kitchener. They’re 
in second place right now, 
so they’re trying to reel us 
in so to speak. That was 
a good, hard game that 
went to double overtime. 
Jeremey Goodwin made a 
heck of a play in overtime 
to get us the extra point,” 
said Collins.

“We were just shy of 700 
people in the stands, which 
is a great crowd. The fans 
got all the value for the 
money they spent coming 
to the game with a dou-
ble-overtime win. I think it 
worked out for everyone.”

Shots were 28-19 in 
favour of the Kings, who 
went 1-5 on the power play, 
while Kitchener was 2-4.

The two teams go at it 
again this weekend, as the 
Kings head to Kitchener for 
a 4:30 p.m. match on Satur-
day. The following day, the 
Kings are in Waterloo to 
take on the Siskins (10-17-1-
1) in a 1:30 p.m. matinee. 

“Waterloo is a team 
that’s beat us the last three 
times we played them actu-
ally,” said Collins. “Without 
looking past Kitchener, 
we’re certainly looking for-
ward to getting our hands 
on Waterloo.”

Following that game, the 
Sugar Kings enjoy a break 
for the holidays, with no 
games on tap until January 
3 in Stratford. The next 
home match is January 5 
when the Brantford Ban-
dits come to town.

JUNIOR B HOCKEY
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New Year’s
Resolution

Promotion  

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Graingerg g
Professional Corporation

ew Year’sew Year’s

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

ew Year’s

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firmfrom your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

For wills & powers of attorney 
completed between Nov. 30/19 
and Jan. 31/20.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 

$25 OFFPER
PERSON

www.voisinchrysler.com • 519-669-2831
361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.
From A� of Us at

HOLIDAY HOURS: Dec 24th, 7:30-12 • Closed 25 and 26
Sales only open 27th • Jan 31, 7:30-12 • Closed Jan 1st

8012 8th Line., RR #2 Drayton | 519-638-5462

THANKS FOR A GREAT 2019!
From David & Karen Martin
& Family and all the staff at

www.stirtonconstruction.caMobile: 519-699-4095 | Email:  fermon@fermonconstruction.com
fermonconstruction.com

We thank-you for your 
support in 2019.

We thank-you for your 
support in 2019.

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!
“Where Quality Comes First”

3044 Sawmill Rd.,  St. Jacobs, ON

Wishing You A Merry Christmas
From all the elves at our workshop

519-664-3711

NOT-SO-GREAT OUTDOORSMAN

Sleep and the outdoors enthusiast

N ow that winter is 
almost upon us and 
the days are about 

to get longer, the outdoors-
man and outdoorswoman 
faces one of nature’s cruel-
est jokes.

On one hand there is 
more time to be outside in 
daylight, which is good. 
On the other hand, there 
is no longer an excuse to 
sleep in.

For most of us, this is 
bittersweet. 

You see, somewhere 
along the way, we outdoors 
enthusiasts decided that 
rising early, often long 

before the sunrise, is the 
only thing that separates 
us from the apes. Consider 
this another reason why 
they are smarter.

Eventually, we used 
early rising as a point of 
pride that we could lord 
over everyone – except, of 
course, farmers, who as far 
as I know, do not sleep at 
all. Instead, I believe, they 
merely go to bed early and 
think of vaguely folksy say-
ings like, “It takes two good 
oxen to draw a heavy cart” 
for use on any idiot looking 
for a simple answer to a 
complex question.

What is it about getting 
up early that you could pos-
sibly lord over everyone?

Well, we commonly go 
on about the beauty of 
sunrise, seeing the world 
as it wakes, getting to see 
animals on the move and 
catching fish when they are 
most active. 

What we don’t divulge 
is that each of these is a 
best-case scenario. We nev-
er mention that there are 
also plenty of times when 
the clouds, snow and rain 
obscure sunrise, the world 
sleeps in, animals move 
away from the area you are 
in and fish are less active. 

We don’t let non-out-
doorsy types in on this 
because they already think 
we are crazy for getting up 
at 4 a.m. for the chance to 

miss a duck, and we don’t 
want to add fuel to the fire.

Worse still, we outdoors-
men and women do not 
have the common sense 
to go to bed early before a 
day outside. We intend to, 
but end up fussing over 
our gear, checking weath-
er forecasts, planning for 
the wind, making the next 
day’s lunch and deciding 
how we will over- or un-
der-dress for the occasion. 
This typically keeps us up 
late enough that it’s hardly 

worth going to bed.
The short days of late 

helped make all this less 
painful. And secretly, every 
outdoors person I know has 
been taking great satisfac-
tion in not having to wake 
up earlier than an over-
achieving rooster. Sadly 
all that is going to change 
on the 21st of December, 
which is when the days get 
longer and the sun rises a 
bit earlier again.

From that point on, the 
outdoorsy folk in every 
household will start getting 
up a little earlier every 
morning to go ice fishing, 
rabbit hunting, late season 
goose hunting, or any one 
of a  number of other out-
doors pursuits. 

I’d tell you why but, if 
you prefer laying in a soft, 

warm bed for as long as 
you can each morning, 
with your head on a nice 
plush pillow, dreaming 
sweet dreams and antici-
pating a hot coffee and a 
delicious, leisurely break-
fast, you probably wouldn’t 
understand why someone 
might prefer getting up at 
an ungodly hour and lay-
ing on the frozen ground in 
a goose field or watching 
ice floes while fishing in a 
frigid river. Don’t worry; 
neither do they.

I once asked an old-timer 
why he thought that might 
be and he uttered a wise, 
folksy saying. If I recall cor-
rectly, he said, “It takes two 
good oxen to draw a heavy 
cart.”

Then he shook his head 
and started his tractor.

STEVE GALEA
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

We’d love to share them in the next 
sports section.    Submit them online.

GET IT IN THEGOT SCORES?

ads.observerxtra.com/scores
“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

Merry 
Christmas
     from the Council at  
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Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. Conditions and limitations apply. See Dealer for full program details. These offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Void where prohibited. General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) may modify, extend or terminate offers for any reason, in whole or 
in part, at any time, without notice. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Credits vary by model. For a limited time only on select vehicles to qualified retail customers in Canada. On approved credit from select lenders. Participating lenders subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Some trims may have effective rates higher than 0%. ̂ Offer available to qualified retail customers 
in Canada on select vehicles purchased and delivered from December 3 – January 2, 2020. 0%/0% purchase financing (0%/0% APR) offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 84/72 months on eligible new 2019 Acadia Denali/2019 Next-Generation Sierra Crew Cab Elevation models. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates 
from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $52,795/$51,475 financed at 0%/0% nominal rate (0%/0% APR) equals $629/$692 monthly for 84/72 months. The offer includes $650/$2,650 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive) 
and $1,750/$2,850 finance cash (tax exclusive), $0/$1,000 RST Bonus and $0/$500 Option Package Discount. Cost of borrowing is $0/$0, for a total obligation of $53,545/$51,475. Freight ($1,895/$1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100/$100, if applicable) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and, except in Quebec, dealer fees not included (all of which may 
vary by dealer and region). Dealers are free to set individual prices. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TD Auto Finance is a registered trademark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. ◊Offers are valid toward the retail purchase of an eligible new or demonstrator in stock 2019 Sierra Double Cab delivered 
in Canada between December 3 and January 2, 2020. Up to 25% Of MSRP Cash Purchase Credit is a manufacturer to dealer incentive (tax exclusive), valid toward retail cash purchases only on select 2019 models in stock. Not compatible with special lease and finance rates. By selecting lease or finance offers, consumers are foregoing this credit which will result in higher effective cost of 
credit on their transaction. Credit is calculated on vehicle MSRP (which excludes vehicle freight), excluding any dealer-installed options. Credit value will vary with model purchased: models receiving up to 25% of MSRP Cash Purchase Credit are: Sierra 1500 Limited. ~Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between December 2 – January 
3, 2020. Lease based on suggested retail price of $34,288, towards the lease of an eligible 2020 Terrain SLE FWD Elevation. Bi-weekly payment is $185 for 48 months at 1% lease rate (1% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $93 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent 
weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $0 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $19,175. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. 
Option to purchase at lease end is $16,115. Factory order may be required. ¤ Safety or driver assistance features are no substitute for the driver’s responsibility to operate the vehicle in a safe manner. The driver should remain attentive to traffic, surroundings and road conditions at all times. Visibility, weather, and road conditions may affect feature performance. Read the vehicle Owner’s 
Manual for more important feature limitations and information. ΩWhichever comes first. Limit of four complimentary Lube-Oil-Filter services in total. Fluid top-offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. See the Warranty Booklet or your dealer for details. ∞ Whichever comes first. See your dealer. Δ Visit onstar.ca for vehicle availability, coverage 
maps, details and system limitations. Services and connectivity vary by model and conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. 4G LTE service available in select markets. Requires active connected vehicle services and a data plan to access the vehicle’s built-in Wi-Fi hotspot. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local 
service provider. Credit card is required for purchase. 

FIND YOURS TODAY AT GMCOFFERS.CA

0% 72
FINANCING MONTHS

+ $7,000FOR 
UP TO

TOTAL VALUE^

COMPLIMENTARY 2-YEAR/ 
48,000 KM LUBE-OIL-FILTER 
MAINTENANCE ON 2019 MODELSΩ

5-YEAR / 100,000 KM POWERTRAIN 
COMPONENT WARRANTY COVERAGE ON 
2019 MODELS∞

GMC PRO GRADE 
PROTECTION:

AVAILABLE BUILT-IN 4G LTE
WI-FI® HOTSPOT
(DATA PLAN REQUIRED)∆

2019 ACADIA DENALI

0% 84
FINANCING MONTHS^

FOR 
UP TO

2019 SIERRA 1500 LIMITED DOUBLE CAB

ON NEW IN-STOCK 2019 MODELS◊25% OF MSRP CASH 
PURCHASE CREDIT 

GET

LIMITED AVAILABILITY. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

2020 TERRAIN SLE FWD ELEVATION

LEASE FOR $185 BI-WEEKLY,
THAT’S LIKE

$93 1% $0AT WITH
FOR 48

MONTHS 
WEEKLY DOWN

PAYMENT~

LOADED WITH FEATURES LIKE:
GMC PRO SAFETY¤ TECHNOLOGIES, HEATED FRONT 

SEATS AND REMOTE START, AVAILABLE 
SMART WATCH CONNECTIVITY AND AVAILABLE 

HANDS-FREE POWER PROGRAMMABLE LIFTGATE

2019 NEXT-GENERATION 
SIERRA 1500 

CREW CAB ELEVATION
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T H E  S C O R E

WOOLWICH
WILDCATS
Novice: Major Atom A

Dec 15 vs Hespeler 
Shamrocks
HOME: 9 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Mason Gear (2), 
Matthew Kochut, William 
Krubally, Colton Sinclair, 
Nolan Martin (3), Colton Brito

ASSISTS: Matthew Kochut 
(2), Mason Gear, Cruz Balog 
(3), Cameron Fisher, Jordan 
Martin, Josh Wraight
Atom: Minor Atom A

Dec 07 vs Oakville Rangers 
Blue
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Ethan Straus (2), 
Carter Crane, Owen Porter, 
Nate Seller, Jackson Gillies, 
Kitson Bakker

ASSISTS: Owen Porter (3), 
Nate Seller (2), Kolten Noot 
(2), Jackson Gillies, Liam 
MacGregor
Atom: Minor Atom A

Dec 09 vs Centre 
Wellington Fusion
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Ethan Straus (2), 
Jackson Gillies, Jack Wood, 
Owen Porter, Carson 
Kellough

ASSISTS: Carson Kellough 
(2), Madden Habermehl (2), 
Cody Paquet, Nate Seller, 
Ethan Straus, Jack Wood
Atom: Minor Atom A

Dec 14 vs Hespeler 
Shamrocks
HOME: 10 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Kolten Noot (2), 
Ethan Straus (2), Liam 
MacGregor, Carter Crane, 
Jackson Gillies, Owen 
Porter, Cody Paquet, Nate 
Seller

ASSISTS: Nate Seller (3), 
Ethan Straus (3), Carter 
Crane (3), Carson Kellough 
(2), Owen Porter (2)
Atom: Minor Atom A

Dec 15 vs Centre Wellington 
Fusion
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Ethan Straus, Carter 
Crane
ASSISTS: Nate Seller, Liam 
MacGregor
Shutouts: Mason Gruhl
Atom: Select

Dec 13 vs Cambridge 
Hawks
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Cooper Jones, 
Gabe Callaghan
ASSISTS: Drew Snyder, 
Ryder Bauman

Atom: LL3

Dec 14 vs Centre Wellington 2
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Bryden Schaefer, 
Brylee Patterson
ASSISTS: Drew Diebolt, 
Ethan Leveck
PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 15 vs Guelph
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 2
Shutouts: Andrea Bender

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 13 vs Centre Wellington
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Evan Woods (3), 
Carson Staken, Josh Carson
ASSISTS: Spencer Hume, 
Rylan Heimpel (2), Jakob 
Noot, Hunter Bender
Shutouts: n/a

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 09 vs Guelph
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Josh Carson
ASSISTS: Hunter Bender

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 08 vs Oakville Rangers 
Blue
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Karsten Smith
ASSISTS: Carter Snider

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Nov 26 vs Centre 
Wellington Fusion
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Caleb Paquet, 
Mitchell Krasovec
ASSISTS: Caleb Paquet, 
Bryce Brubacher

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 02 vs Guelph
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Spencer Hume (2), 
Jackson Kellough, Caleb 
Paquet, Mitchell Krasovec, 
Bryce Brubacher

ASSISTS: Tate Berfelz (2), 
Mitchell Krasovec (2), Caleb 
Paquet, Luke Wood, Logan 
Cluthe
PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Nov 26 vs Centre 
Wellington Fusion
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Caleb Paquet, 
Mitchell Krasovec
ASSISTS: Caleb Paquet, 
Bryce Brubacher
PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 12 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Mitchell Krasovec 
(2), Caleb Paquet (2), Adam 
Bloch
ASSISTS: Mitchell Krasovec 
(2), Bryce Brubacher (2), 
Caleb Paquet, Carter Weir, 
Lucas Benham
PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 14 vs Centre Wellington 
Fusion
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Mitchell Krasovec
ASSISTS: Tate Berfelz

PeeWee: LL #1

Dec 14 vs Centre Wellington
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Benjamin Lipp, 
Connor Airdrie, Logan 
McLaughlan, Blake Dueck

ASSISTS: Ryan Scheifele, 
Hunter Lance, Carter 
Crummer
Bantam: LL3

Dec 10 vs Woolwich LL3
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Noah Strauss, Jack 
Rozema
ASSISTS: Nicholas Ritchie 
(2), Evan McDowell
Bantam: LL #2

Dec 13 vs Woolwich LL3
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Nate Whittom (2), 
Andrew Palmer (3), Jackson 
Smith, Myles Hunter
ASSISTS: Myles Hunter, 
Jack Hacock, Nate Whittom, 
Joseph Schiefl e, Kane 
Kruschat, Sam McLeod, 
Hayden George, Jakob 
Geimer

Bantam: LL #2
Dec 14 vs CW 1
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Hayden George, 
Andrew Palmer
ASSISTS: Nate Whittom

Bantam: Major A

Dec 11 vs Hespeler
HOME: 8 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Ryan Brubacher 
(3), Keenan Martin, Ethan 
Martin (2), Joey Martin, 
Tucker Armstrong

ASSISTS: Ethan Bickerton 
(2), Jordan Chang, Keenan 
Martin, Jacob Potter, Joey 
Martin, Tucker Armstrong 
(3), Teagan Cadeau
Bantam: Major A

Dec 09 vs Guelph
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Keenan Martin, 
Ethan Martin, Cade Beacom
ASSISTS: Ben Moyer, Joey 
Martin, Tucker Armstrong
Bantam: Minor Bantam A

Dec 11 vs Flamborough
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Tyson Roth (2), Seth 
Shantz (2), Cale Waechter
ASSISTS: Mitch Walker, Cale 
Waechter, Isaac Lopers, 
Josh Carson
Bantam: Minor Bantam A

Dec 13 vs Hespeler
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Seth Shantz, 

The EDSS boys’ hockey team handily took down Galt Collegiate Institute 5-2 at the WMC on Dec. 12.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

LOCAL HIGHSCHOOL HOCKEY SQUAD MAKES LIGHT WORK OF GALT

Mathew Ramage, Mitchell 
Walker, Tyson Roth

ASSISTS: Tyson Roth, Tyson 
Bauman, Isaac Lopers, 
Micheal Gear, Josh Gibson
Bantam: Minor Bantam A

Dec 16 vs Centre Wellington
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Buck Bowman

Atom: Minor Atom A

Nov 29 vs Columbus Blue 
Jackets
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Ethan Straus

Atom: Minor Atom A

Nov 29 vs Belle Tire 
Warriors
HOME: 10 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Jackson Gillies (3), 
Ethan Straus (2), Carter 
Crane (2), Owen Porter, 
Nate Seller, Kitson Bakker

ASSISTS: Madden 
Habermehl (3), Ethan 
Straus (2), Carter Crane (2), 
Cody Paquet, Owen Porter, 
Jackson Gillies, Sullivan 
Shantz, Jack Wood, Kolten 
Noot, Carson Kellough

Atom: Minor Atom A

Nov 30 vs Honeybaked Gold
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Madden 
Habermehl, Sullivan Shantz, 
Carson Kellough
ASSISTS: Jackson Gillies, 
Carter Crane, Jack Wood, 
Carson Kellough
Shutouts: Mason Gruhl
Atom: Minor Atom A

Nov 30 vs Birmingham 
Rangers
HOME: 8 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Nate Seller (2), 
Owen Porter (2), Carter 
Crane, Ethan Straus, Kitson 
Bakker, Jackson Gillies

ASSISTS: Carson Kellough, 
Liam MacGregor, Ethan 
Straus, Kolten Noot
Atom: Minor Atom A

Dec 01 vs St. Judes Knights
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Ethan Straus (2)
ASSISTS: Nate Seller, Jack 
Wood, Carson Kellough
Atom: Minor Atom A

Nov 29 vs Columbus Blue 

Jackets

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Ethan Straus
PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 05 vs Braintree Wamps, 
Mass
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Carter Weir, Mitchell 
Krasovec
ASSISTS: Adam Bloch, Tate 
Berfelz
Shutouts: Carson Waechter

PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 05 vs Braintree Wamps, 
Mass
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Carter Weir, Mitchell 
Krasovec
ASSISTS: Adam Bloch, Tate 
Berfelz
Shutouts: Carson Waechter
PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 14 vs Aurora Tigers
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 11
GOALS: Tate Berfelz, Luke 
Wood, Carter Weir, Mitchell 
Krasovec, Caleb Paquet
ASSISTS: Alex Veitch, 
Tate Berfelz, Adam Bloch, 
Bryce Brubacher, Mitchell 
Krasovec
PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 08 vs Reading Rockets PA
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Caleb Paquet (2), 
Mitchell Krasovec, Tate 
Berfelz, Bryce Brubacher
ASSISTS: Bryce Brubacher 
(2), Spencer Hume
PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 06 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Mitchell Krasovec, 
Tate Berfelz (2)
ASSISTS: Caleb Paquet, 
Spencer Hume, Declan 
Martin
PeeWee: Major PeeWee A

Dec 06 vs Reading Rockets PA
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Mitchell Krasovec 
(2), Spencer Hume (2)
ASSISTS: Caleb Paquet, 
Bryce Brubacher, Adam 
Bloch
WOOLWICH
WILD
Atom: Atom B

Dec 12 vs Guelph Lady 
Gryphons
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 0
Shutouts: Hailey Thom

Atom: LL

Dec 14 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers - Red
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Leyna Schmalz, 
Madison Klaehn (2), 
Madison Gofton
ASSISTS: Vienna Cooney

Atom: A

Dec 07 vs South Huron 
Sabres
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 0
Shutouts: Emma Heron

PeeWee: PeeWee B

Dec 15 vs Walkerton 
Capitals
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Emily Martin
ASSISTS: Peyton Gaudet, 
Taylor Weber
PeeWee: PeeWee B

Dec 14 vs Owen Sound Ice 
Hawks
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Sarah Montgomery, 
Kayleigh Futher, Emily 
Martin
ASSISTS: Emily Martin, 
Taylor Weber, Ella Hicks
Shutouts: Sam Weber

PeeWee A Woolwich Wild

Dec 14 vs Waterloo
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Sara Forwell (3), 
Kara MacPherson, Olivia 
Straus, Brie Brezynskie, 
Claire Catton

ASSISTS: Lexie deJeu, Brie 
Brezynskie (2), Olivia Straus, 
Charlotte McMillian, Kara 
MacPherson

Shutouts: Grace Breen

Midget: Midget BB

Dec 15 vs Guelph
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Leah LeCourtois, 
Haylee Clemmer
ASSISTS: Abby Burkholder 
(2), Blythe Bender
Midget: Midget B

Dec 13 vs Kincardine 
Kinucks
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 1
Shutouts: Je¢  Walker

Midget: Midget B

Dec 15 vs Mt Forest Rams
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Kaitlyn Lee, Marlee 
Fraser (2)
ASSISTS: Maddie Bingeman-
Mace, Kaitlyn Lee
Shutouts: Sarah Walker

WOOLWICH
THRASHERS
Novice: 

Dec 14 vs Durham 
Steelhawks
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2

Novice: 

Dec 15 vs Thrashers
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 8
GOALS: Thrashers Nate 
McCarthy and Meghan 
O'Brien both scored the fi rst 
goals of their sledge hockey 
careers in the win.

YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT

STEPHANIE FORTE
B.A., B.Ed., R.M.T., R.H.N.

www.youarewhatueat .com
Conestogo | 519-569-1616

Holistic Nutrition for Health, Weight 
loss & Management, Digestive Issues

Pre/Post-Natal Doula Services
Massage Therapy 

SINCE 1998
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From our family to yours,rom our family to yours,

Merry Christmas

www.josslin.com 519•669•1611

B e s t  W i s h e s  t o  y o u  a n d  y o u r
f a m i l y  t h i s  Ho l i d a y  S e a s o n
f r o m  s t a f f  &  m a n a g e m e n t

SANYO
CANADIAN 
 MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

We hope this holiday 
season brings 
many 
beautiful 
surprises.

519.669.1461 | 64 Howard Ave, Elmira

Have a Wonderful

Thank you for 
making our 
year a very 
bright one.

ECRA/ESA# 7000404

Wishing all of you a 
Quiet & Blessed Christmas.
Please accept our sincere 
Thank-you for allowing us 
the privilege of being of 
service to you in 2019.

Christmas is a good 
time to reflect on 

the success of 
our business.  
It is largely due to 

our loyal Clients, 
both past 

& present.

BROKERAGE REAL ESTATE LTD.BROKERAGE REAL ESTASTAS TTATTA E LTLTL D

45 Arthur S. S., ELMIRA
519.669.2772

www.thurrealestate.com

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record

Julie Heckendorn
Broker

62 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.2207
www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

J y
May

Christmas

Surround You
Our best wishes to you and your family.

Thank you for placing your trust in us.
Monty & Karen Steenson,

Grace Maher & Becky Steckly
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#wearetitans

VS

THE AUD   //   400 EAST AVE., KITCHENER
Purchase tickets at kwtitans.com

DECEMBER 28, 2019  //   TIP-OFF AT 2PM EST

Canada’s Professional Basketball 
League in Waterloo Region.

JOIN US FOR A FUN FAMILY HOME OPENER!
WRAP UP TICKETS UNDER THE TREE AND #TURNITUP!

Follow KW Titans

#TURNITUP #ITSOURTIME

home opener
PHOTO CREDIT:DAN CONGDON

20a Arthur St N Unit 4, Elmira 
 226.266.1568

Safe and Happy Travels in 2020!Safe and Happy Travels in 2020!

Wellesley feasts on Bulldogs in lone game of the week
Jacks rout Burford 10-0

BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Christmas came early for 
the Applejacks, as the Bur-
ford Bulldogs were clearly 
in a giving mood Saturday 
night, opening their heart 
– or perhaps just their net – 
on route to a 10-0 Wellesley 
win.

The victory in the team’s 
sole game of the week saw 
the Jacks (16-4-1-4) remain 
in second place in the 
Provincial Junior Hockey 
League’s South Doherty 
Division, three points back 
of Tavistock. The Ayr Cen-
tennial are two points back 
in third spot with a record 
of 17-8-0-1.

Given Burford’s weak re-
cord – 4-23-1-1 – a win was 
perhaps to be expected, 
but the feasting on Bulldog 
replaced the traditional 
turkey.

Owen Lane drew first 
blood at 6:20, with Carson 
Wickie and Shaun Pick-
ering picking up assists. 
Steven DeGroot (Connor 
Bradley, Lane) kept the 
momentum going at 12:16. 
Lane potted another goal at 
16:40, with the floundering 
Bulldogs getting no chance 
to respond. The assist went 
to Daniel McCutcheon.

It was 3-0 after 20 min-
utes, the game essentially 
over, in retrospect.

The second stanza had 
a similar tone: Justin Mc-
Combs (Lane) continued 

the streak at 1:32. The 
Bulldogs got called for 
having too many men on 
the ice, which resulted 
in a two-minute penalty. 
Commisso took advantage 
of the resultant power 
play at 3:46, with DeGroot 
grabbing an assist. It was 
Commisso (Pickering) once 
again who scored the sixth 
goal.

Warren Gorman kept 
the ball rolling at 10:54; 
Lane and Keegan Saun-
ders picked up assists. The 
score was 7-0 heading into 
the second intermission, 
though a rest did nothing 
for the Bulldogs, who saw 
their shot count drop again 
in the final frame: 10 in the 

first, five in the second, 
then just four.

Commisso completed his 
hat trick with a goal in the 
final frame at 6:30. Assists 
went to DeGroot and Brad-
ley. Zachary Lyons (Zach 
Ribeiro, Bradley) kept up 
the heat at 8:36. Team 
captain Shaun Pickering 
scored the tenth and final 
goal of the match, with the 
assists going to Ribeiro and 
Lyons, with less than five 
minutes to go. 

The lopsided score of 
10-0 was reflected in the 
shot count, where Welles-
ley had the advantage 
51-19. Netminder Duncan 
Rolleman picked up the 
shutout.

The Applejacks will 
look to keep up that mo-
mentum in a pair of home 
games this weekend. The 
first of two visitors is Del-
hi on Friday night, which 
bodes well for a win, as 
the Travellers have yet 
to taste victory this sea-
son, as seen in their 0-23 
record. That match is fol-
lowed by a visit from the 
New Hamburg Firebirds 
(10-11-3-2) on Saturday. 
Game time both nights is 
8 p.m.

Wellesley's Austin Cousineau follows the play during game action against the 
Burford Bulldogs on Saturday.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

We wish all of our friends, 
family and customers our very 

best for the new year!

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845

Happy 
Holidays
We wish all of our friends, 
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Happy 
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Dr. Susan Warren of Long Point, Ontario is the new 
president of the College of Veterinarians of Ontario 
(CVO), the province’s regulatory and licensing body 
for Ontario’s 5,000 veterinarians, the organization 
announced this week. Joining CVO’s council are Dr. 
Kerry Lissemore, a faculty member at the Ontario 
Veterinary College, and Dr. Jessica Retterath, a bovine 
practitioner from Linwood. Also returning to Council 
is Dr. Paula Menzies, a former faculty member at the 
Ontario Veterinary College.

A GDP forecast to expand by 1.8% in 2020 and 
1.9% in 2021, underpinned by strong labour mar-
kets and modest growth in consumer spending, 
along with better prospects in the energy sector, 
will keep Canada’s economy out of recession. 
Uncertainty on the global trade front, tepid global 
economic growth, and disappointing non-resource 
business investment in Canada will persist. 

Conference Board of Canada

CVO NAMES PRES. RECESSION UNLIKELY?

Thank you Elmira and 
surrounding areas for 
your continued support!
Keep us in mind for all your 

injury needs in 2020!

From the SOS Staff Team

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East
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Kevin Snyder is well stocked for Christmas at the Bloomingdale- area farm 
where he raises turkeys. [STEVE KANNON]

For producers, this is the busiest part of the year, as traditional dinners abound

Turkeys take center 
stage at Christmas

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

What’s better than a turkey 
at the center of a tradition-
al Christmas dinner? Why, 
two turkeys, of course.

That’s certainly how Bri-
an Ricker sees it, though as 
chair of the Turkey Farm-
ers of Ontario (TFO), he 
might be inclined to think 
that way.

“We’ve already had two 
turkey dinners in the last 
10 days,” he said this week 
from his poultry farm in 
Dunnville.

Over the holidays, he 
won’t be alone. Figures 
from last Christmas show 
31 per cent of Canadian 
households purchased tur-
key and turkey products. 
Some 2.4 million whole 
turkeys made their way to 
our homes.

The market for whole 
birds – the kind we take 
home from the store to fill 
with stuffing as part of our 
Christmas dinner, that is 
– accounts for about half 
of what’s produced by tur-
key farmers. Of that half, 
about 40 per cent are sold 
at Christmas, making this 
time of year a fundamental 
part of the industry.

Overall, about 80 per 
cent of the whole-bird sales 
come at the big three “fes-
tives,” a list that includes 
Thanksgiving and Easter, TURKEYS | 19

R ight here at home, 
where some of the 
finest beef animals 

are raised, we’re running 
contrary to a global trend 
that shows the cattle indus-
try is riding a wave. 

In most other countries, 
things are looking up for 
beef, despite growing inter-
est in alternative protein 
sources from plants and 
insects. Overall meat con-
sumption has doubled in 
50 years and continues to 
grow, with poultry leading 
the way. Likewise, beef ‘s 
market share is climbing 
almost everywhere.

But if you are good at 
production, you must also 
be good at other aspects, 
like processing. And that’s 
where we’re falling way, 
way down. 

The Beef Farmers of On-
tario say collective losses in 
Ontario and Quebec alone 
this year will top $150 mil-
lion. Cattle feeders in the 
two provinces are losing 
more than $2.5 million a 
week.

The organization’s pres-
ident, Joe Hill of Fergus, 
says the problems are 
mainly connected to pro-
longed, depressed markets, 
trade disruptions, market 
access challenges and – 
this is the big one – insuffi-
cient processing capacity.

The problem is com-
pounded by the fact that 
one of the largest beef and 
veal processing plants serv-

The cattle are 
lowing; the money’s 

not flowing
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said Ricker.
The other half of the 

turkeys raised go to the 
process market, made into 
an assortment of offerings, 
from drumsticks to soups.

It’s that market that tur-
key farmers are eager to 
grow, promoting the meat’s 
virtues not just at holidays.

“We’re trying to move 
consumers that way. We’d 
like to sell turkey all year 
long,” he said.

“It’s very well known 
that turkey is a very lean, 
low-fat protein. We want 
people to think about that 

all through the year,” he 
said, noting that turkeys 
are abundant in stores at 
holiday time, but not al-
ways so readily available at 
other times.

A turkey farmer for some 
20 years, Bloomingdale’s 
Kevin Snyder is very famil-
iar with the seasonal nature 
of the business. He, too, 
supports TFO’s diversifica-
tion efforts, as evidenced 
by his farm store’s selection 
of turkey breasts, sausages 
and ground meat, among 
other turkey offerings.

“Turkey Farmers has 

done a wonderful job of 
promoting diversification,” 
he said, pointing to the 
growth of options.

That’s where the process-
ing market comes into play, 
promoting tasty and easy 
turkey options that don’t 
involve a whole turkey with 
all the trimmings.

“Ground turkey is much 
lower in fat and salt, and it’s 
just like any other [animal] 
protein in how it’s used, 
said Ricker. “It’s the easiest 
switch that you can make.”

Turkey farmers are pro-
moting all kinds of recipes 
and uses for turkey to get 
that message across. 

Canadians are buying 
turkey – some 154 million 
kilograms of it last year, 
about 51 million kg at the 
retail level – but it’s still a 
small market compared to 
chicken, for example.

Right now, however, it’s 
all about Christmas dinner. 
With that in mind, Ricker 
is very much in favour of a 
white Christmas.

“When it’s cold and 
snowy, more people are 
able to think about staying 
inside and having a nice 
turkey dinner,” he laughed.

Sales have been strong, 
Ricker notes, and the in-
dustry is doing well. In par-
ticular, there’s been steady 
growth in the sale of fresh 
turkeys.

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

ing eastern Ontario had 
production suspended by 
federal authorities because 
of regulatory violations, 
sending producers scram-
bling.

Independent Senator 
Rob Black, also of Fergus, 
weighed in on the problem 
last week when he raised 
the cattle issue in the Sen-
ate, framed around the pro-
cessing plant’s suspension.

“We have a surplus of 
cattle and not enough 
processing capacity,” he 
informed his colleagues, 
adding that he wanted to 
know what the government 
planned to do about it, 
short term and long term. 

By Saturday night, the 
video of his question – 
along with government 
representative Senator Pe-
ter Harder’s assurance that 
he’d find out and report 
back – had close to 4,500 
views.  People care.

What’s frustrating beef 
producers is that decision 
makers at the federal 
level in particular may 
be listening and even ac-
knowledging that there’s 
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77 Arthur Street South, Elmira
519-669-1577

Dr. Anh Le
Dr. Linda Vo
Dr. Gregory Mason

“May you have the gift of faith,
the blessing of hope,
and the peace of His love
at Christmas and always.”

www.arthurstreetdental.ca

from all of us at
Arthur Street Dental Office
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20+ years in business

From wax removals to Tinnitus treatment...
Come see us for all your hearing needs!

From wax removals to Tinnitus treatment...
Come see us for all your hearing needs!

From wax removals to Tinnitus treatment...
Come see us for all your hearing needs!

20+

From wax removals to Tinnitus treatment...
Come see us for all your hearing needs!

ONLY clinic in Elmira with
CERTIFIED

AUDIOLOGISTS!

“Our reputation is your guarantee.”

519-669-4425
JULIANE SHANTZ, 

DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

www.earandhearingclinic.com

I am groundwater and 
I’m worth protecting.

I’m your drinking water. 
What you put on the ground can be harmful to me. 

Limit the use of salt and ice melter:

Help keep salt out of groundwater. Learn how at  
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/groundwater

Add traction when 
needed with sand

Shovel or plow 
the snow �rst

Break up ice with a 
steel ice chopper

iPad 4
16 GB

$12999

iPad Air 2
64 GB

$24999

iPad Air 2

APPLE MacBook Air

$49999

Intel i5 425ou, 
1.3 ghz 4 gig x 128 gig SSD

11" screen • Mojave OS
 

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

iPad 4 iPad Air 2iPad Air 2

LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

$17999
FROM

UNLOCKED
APPLE

iPHONES

$24999
Model #HA270

HP ProBook 450 G1

$32999Special

INTEL i3 4000M, 2.4GHZ, 8GB RAM,
500GB HDD, 15.6” HD, Win-OS

ONLY ONLY

FROM

Acer ChromeBook 315

$29999
AMD A4-9120c, 4gig x 32gig, Big 15.6” Screen!!  

Special

Acer ChromeBook 315

DELL OPTIPLEX 
7020 TOWER PC

$32999Special
INTEL i5 4th Gen 3.3GHZ, 8 GB RAM, 500GB HD, Win-OS

DELL OPTIPLEX 

GAMING TOWER!!

$59999Special

Intel i7 6700 3.4ghz 
16gig x 512gig SSD Hard Drive 
Nvidia Quadro K620 Video Card  

Acer 27” 
Gaming Monitor

Only

GAMING TOWER!!

59959999999999

16gig x 512gig SSD Hard Drive 
Nvidia Quadro K620 Video Card  

999999

1.3 ghz 4 gig x 128 gig SSD
11" screen • Mojave OS

iPad Air 2iPad Air 2

Acer 27” 

Second
Location  920 St. David St. N.

FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16 GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32 GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HP ProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE 
MacBook Pro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-787-0006

 112 Bonnie Cres. (at Union)
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

INTEL i5 4th Gen 3.3GHZ, 8 GB RAM, 500GB HD, Win-OS

www.realitybytescomputers.com

Acer ChromeBook 315
AMD A4-9120c, 4gig x 32gig, Big 15.6” Screen!!  

a problem, but nothing is 
happening. And no one 
in a position of authority 
can claim ignorance about 
the problem. Beef farmers 
raised it repeatedly with 
federal candidates on the 
campaign trail this fall. 
Unfortunately, no one has 
done anything about it.

So with the election 
over, ministers appointed 
(and in the case of the fed-
eral agriculture and food 
minister, reappointed), 
beef farmers here and in 
Quebec have issued a new 
appeal for help.

Like Black, the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture 
has taken up the cause. 
Federation director Jack-
ie-Kelly Pemberton says 
the entire value chain is 
feeling the financial effects 

of these industry disrup-
tions, not to mention the 
stress on farmers, busi-
nesses and their families.

“[The federation] rec-
ognizes beef farmers have 
no immediate recourse to 
address these challenges,” 
she says. “Many of these 
issues and uncertainties 
are out of the control of 
farmers. That’s why [the 
federation] has joined the 
call asking for immediate 
government action to aid 
in the resolution of the 
mounting threats facing 
Ontario farmers.”

It’s an issue for the prov-
ince to address, as well as 
the feds. As Pemberton 
points out, with processors 
exiting the sector in recent 
years there are too few 
players to place bids on cat-
tle to ensure a competitive, 

healthy marketplace. 
As a result, marketing 

options are reduced for 
Ontario farmers, squeezing 
financial margins even 
tighter.

This scenario runs con-
trary to the provincial gov-
ernment’s “open for busi-
ness” position. Shuttered 
processors do not contrib-
ute to a positive business 
environment.

So as we sit down for our 
holiday feasts, let’s spare 
a thought for those who 
produce the food on our 
table, like our beef farmers, 
and try to develop an ap-
preciation for the struggles 
they face. We know they’re 
under a lot of stress; under-
standing them and their 
challenges is a big part of 
supporting them and the 
services they provide.

 � ROBERTS: Farmers are seeing some doors close 
in a market that is already squeezing their finances

 � TURKEYS: Christmas is peak time for consumer demand

FROM 17

FROM 17

“The fresh market is 
alive and well in Ontario, 
and in Canada,” he said of 
consumer interest in fresh, 
rather than frozen turkeys.

Perhaps it’s part of the 
foodie movement, and a re-
flection of a growing inter-
est in traditional food and 
methods, but it’s fine with 
farmers, he said, noting he 
typically opts for frozen.

“I can’t tell the difference 
in taste, myself.”

In that, he’s in complete 
agreement with Snyder, 
who’s a proponent of fro-
zen turkeys.

“I believe frozen is best. 
A frozen bird is just as good 
as a fresh bird.”

Fresh or frozen, there’s 
still plenty of traditions 
families deal with in pre-
paring Christmas dinner, 
whether it’s a longstanding 
recipe for stuffing, arguing 
the merits of white or dark 
meat,  or squabbling over 
who gets the drumsticks.

As the father of eight 
children, Ricker says he 
knows a great deal about 
the last one on the list, as 
kids do seem to enjoy the 
drumsticks, limited to just 
two on any bird.

Pointing to a bag of 
drumsticks, Snyder says 
there’s a solution to that 
dilemma: pick up a few 
extras. 

At this time of year, dol-
ing out advice is a regular 
part of selling turkeys at the 
farm gate, which accounts 
for more than 40 per cent of 
his business just now. That 
number grows as the local 
food and buy-local move-
ments expand, he notes.

“People get to know 
exactly where their food 
comes from,” said Snyder. 

That group includes 
people who may not have 
a whole lot of experience 
with cooking a traditional 
turkey dinner.

“I’ve had many people 
here who say, ‘I’ve never 
cooked one before,’” he 
said, noting he’s happy 
to walk them through the 
process.

“A thermometer is your 
best friend,” he adds in 
warning about overcooking 

the bird.
It’s been a busy stretch 

leading up to Christmas, as 
while some people come 
in well ahead of the hol-
idays to pick up a frozen 
turkey, others wait until 
later, which is fine as long 
as they give themselves 
enough time to deal with 
the thaw.

Busy now with a steady 
stream of customers, some 
of whom are long-time reg-
ulars, Snyder said he’d be 
happy to see them return 
anytime, not just for the 
holidays.

“I’d like to see them 
more times of the year,” he 
laughed.

That’s certainly the goal 
of TFO’s diversification 
efforts. Right now, howev-
er, there are tables to laden 
with Christmas dinner.
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ALL-NEW 
2019 SILVERADO 1500 CREW CAB RST

ALL ELIGIBLE 2019 MODELS COME WITH

CHEVROLET
COMPLETE CARE

2 YEARS/48,000 KM
COMPLIMENTARY
OIL CHANGESΩ

5 YEARS/100,000 KM
POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY

4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI HOTSPOT, INCLUDES
1 MONTH OR 3 GB OF DATA (WHICHEVER COMES 
FIRST) FROM VEHICLE DELIVERY DATE.∆

FIND YOURS TODAY AT CHEVROLETOFFERS.CA

0% 72
FINANCING MONTHS

FOR
UP TO

$7,000
TOTAL VALUE^

+

RIGHT NOW, GET UP TO 

For a limited time only on select vehicles to qualified retail customers in Canada. On approved credit from select lenders. Participating lenders subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Some trims may have effective rates higher than 
0%. Conditions and limitations apply. See Dealer for full program details. Credits vary by model. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company 
(GM Canada) may modify, extend or terminate offers for any reason, in whole or in part, at any time, without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. Void where prohibited. ^Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada on 
select vehicles purchased and delivered from December 3, 2019 – January 2, 2020. 0%/0% purchase financing (0%/0% APR) offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 60/72 months on eligible new 
2019 Blazer RS/2019 Silverado 1500 Crew Cab RST models. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary 
depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $48,195/$49,485 financed at 0%/0% nominal rate (0%/0% APR) equals $804/$688 monthly for 60/72 months. The offer includes $0/$1,000 RST Bonus, $0/$2,650 Cash Delivery Allowance 
(tax exclusive), $1,000/$2,850 Finance Cash (Tax Exclusive) and $0/$500 option package discount. Cost of borrowing is $0/$0, for a total obligation of $48,195/$49,485. Freight ($1,895) and air conditioning charge ($100, if applicable) included. License, 
insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and, except in Quebec, dealer fees not included (all of which may vary by dealer and region). As part of the transaction, dealer may request documentation and contact GM Canada to verify eligibility. 
These offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TD Auto Finance 
is a registered trademark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. + Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between December 3, 2019 – January 2, 2020. Lease based on suggested retail price of $17,595, 
includes $1,000 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive), towards the lease of an eligible 2019 Spark LT with Automatic Transmission. Bi-weekly payment is $87 for 48 months at 1% lease rate (1% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by 
GM Financial. The $44 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess 
kilometer. $2,150 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $11,191. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer 
and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $5,806. See dealer for details. Credits vary by model. Factory order may be required. Offers may not be redeemed for Cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. ~ 15” Kumho 
Wintercraft Ice WI31 (185/55R15) tires only. Installation, mounting and equipment extra. Four 15” Tire Application Kumho Wintercraft Ice WI31 (185/55R15) winter tires included with the purchase or lease of an new 2019 or 2020 MY Spark delivered between 
October 1, 2019 to January 2, 2020 at a participating GM dealer in Canada. Offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other incentives. Limitations and conditions apply. © Copyright 2019 Kumho Tire Canada Inc. All rights reserved. 
* Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between December 3, 2019 – January 2, 2020. Cash Purchase price includes $5,100 Non-Stackable Credits (tax exclusive); applies to cash purchases of new 2019 Trax LS 
FWD Air/Auto models at participating dealers in Canada. $19,998 cash purchase price includes freight ($1,795), air conditioning charge ($100) but excludes license, insurance, registration, dealer fees and taxes. By selecting lease or finance offers, consumers are 
foregoing this $5,100 credit which will result in higher effective interest rates. Offer may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. ΩWhichever comes first. Limit of four complimentary Lube-Oil-Filter services in total. Fluid top-offs, inspections, 
tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. See the Warranty Booklet or your dealer for details.  Whichever comes first. ∆Visit onstar.ca for vehicle availability, coverage maps, details and system limitations. Services and connectivity 
vary by model and conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. 4G LTE service available in select markets. Requires active connected vehicle services and a data plan to access the vehicle’s built-in Wi-Fi hotspot. Accessory Power must be active 
to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Credit card is required for purchase.

2019 SPARK LT AUTOMATIC ALL-NEW 2019 BLAZER RS2019 TRAX LS FWD AIR/AUTO

*PREMIER
MODEL

SHOWN

0% 60
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FOR 
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GET$19,998 (INCLUDES $5,100
TOTAL VALUE)*

CASH PURCHASE PRICE 

$44 1%
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@

LEASE FOR $87 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE: 
FOR 48 MONTHS
WITH $2,500
DOWN PAYMENT+ 

+ GET 4 
WINTER
TIRES~
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Your local hub for our creative 
communities. Let us know when 
inspiration strikes.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Canada’s Ballet Jörgen returns to the Centre In The 
Square later this month with Bengt Jörgen’s unique 
take on the a holiday classic, The Nutcracker: A 
Canadian Tradition. The production, featuring 
choreography by Jörgen and the beloved music 
of Tchaikovsky, rolls into K-W for one day only, 
with two performances on Dec. 28, 2 and 7 p.m.
 www.centreinthesquare.com

Waitress, The Musical comes to the stage at the 
Centre In The Square on Jan. 6 at 7:30 p.m. In the 
production, we meet Jenna, a waitress and expert 
pie-maker who dreams of a way out of her small town 
and rocky marriage. Pouring her heart into her pies, 
she crafts desserts that mirror her topsy-turvy life such 
as “The Key (Lime) to Happiness Pie” and “Betrayed 
By My Eggs Pie.” The show features music and 
lyrics by seven-time Grammy nominee Sara Bareilles.
www.centreinthesquare.com

HOLIDAY TRADITIONS WAITING ON MUSIC

May your holiday be filled with joy 
and good cheer and the New Year 
bring you peace and happiness.

Season Greetings

E lm ira, O n t. 108 B o nn ie  C res . P H : 519-669-2145
West Montrose | 519-669-5219

...we wish you a
Merry Christmas,
and a wonderful

New Year!

Call for availability 519-579-3320
1420 Victoria St. N. Unit 7, Kitchener

www.houghtonrustcontrol.com

A cast of 27 young performers from all across the region rehearse for the upcoming actOUT! Production of Disney's Frozen Junior.  [SUBMITTED]

ActOUT!’s abridged version of the popular movie and resultant Broadway play brings characters to life at the Registry Theatre

Young performers stage Disney’s 
Frozen Junior this weekend

BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Waterloo-based drama 
workshop actOUT! will put 
on an enchanting modern 
classic fitting for the winter 
season: Disney’s Frozen 
Junior.

The show features all the 
memorable songs with mu-
sic and lyrics Kristen An-
derson-Lopez and Robert 
Lopez from the hit Acad-
emy Award-winning 2013 
Disney fantasy film, along 
with five new songs writ-
ten for the 2018 Broadway 
production. The abridged 
version is designed to be 
staged by young actors, 
which is in keeping with 
actOUT!’s mandate.

“It’s a family-friendly, 
fun for all ages ... audiences 
will go out and leave the 
theatre singing,” said artis-
tic director Todd Vercoe.

A story of love, and ac-
ceptance between sisters, 
Frozen Jr. expands fur-
ther upon the emotional 
relationship and journey 
between two sisters who 
couldn’t be more opposite: 
bubbly, carefree Anna, and 
calm, measured Elsa, who 
are royalty in the magical 
land of Arendelle.

When faced with danger, 
the two discover their hid-
den potential and the pow-
erful bond of sisterhood. 
With a cast of beloved 
characters and loaded with 
magic, adventure, and 
plenty of humor, Frozen 
Jr. is sure to thaw even the 
coldest heart.

same actors, which will 
help spread the larger roles 
around, builds mentoring, 
and provides an under-
study should the need 
arise.

This is 14-year-old Erin 
Simpson’s fifth production 
at actOUT!. She will take on 
one of the lead roles as Elsa, 
looking to the film version 

for inspiration. 
“Frozen is a really happy 

and lively show to do,” said 
Simpson. “It’s been such 
a great experience getting 
out of my introverted com-
fort zone and being able to 
perform.”

Inclusiveness and 
skill-building is the main 
purpose of actOUT!, now in 
its 25th season. The drama 
school accepts performers 
of any experience level on a 
first-come, first serve basis, 
and offers a variety of work-
shops and summer camps 
to improve vocal, dramatic, 
movement and theatrical 
skills.

At the end of their public 
performances, actOUT! has 
a program called Change to 
Make a Change. The aim is 
to collect money for local 
charities that serve chil-
dren in the Waterloo Re-
gion. This year, that charity 
is Carizon Family and Com-
munity Services, which 
provides mental health and 
counselling services.

Previous charities bene-
fited in the past include the 
Make-A-Wish foundation 
as well as Nutrition for 
Learning. 

Disney’s Frozen Jr. plays 
at the Registry Theatre (122 
Frederick St., Kitchener) 
this weekend, December 
18-21; evening shows start 
at 6:30 p.m. There is one 
1:30 p.m. matinee show on 
Dececember 21. Advance 
tickets are available at the 
website www.actoutkw.com 
or through 
www.ticketscene.ca. 

colourful costumes for 
characters such as Princess 
Elsa, snowman Olaf, and 
reindeer Sven.

“My theme for the season 
is empowerment, and I see 
Frozen as a very empow-
ering show. Especially for 
women,” added Vercoe.

There will be two ver-
sions of the play using the 

 A cast of 27 performers 
ages 10-17 will bring the 
production to life under the 
direction of Anita V. Smith. 
Actors hail from all across 
the region, including Kitch-
ener, Waterloo and Cam-
bridge, and some 60 per 
cent or so are returning cast 
members, said Vercoe. 

Audiences can expect 

“The rights became avail-
able last spring. ... We’re 
one of the first companies 
in Canada to do it,” said 
Vercoe of the selection for 
this particular production. 
“I knew it would be pop-
ular, both for the cast and 
the audience. So I imme-
diately said that’s the first 
show we’re going to do.”

ON STAGE /  LIVE THEATRE
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Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements - Please call 
for a quote.

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-residential

 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)
Order Online: 
ads.observerxtra.com/classified-commercial

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
ads.observerxtra.com/media-kit

THE TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH, is accepting 
applications for the position of:

Part-Time Facility Laborer

For a detailed job description and instructions 
for applying please refer to the Township of 

Woolwich website at www.woolwich.ca.

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of

2018 Dodge Ram, Chevy work van, tools, 
plumbing, heating & AC supplies,  

good steel racking, generators, and
Related items, to be held at  

18 Neville St. Unit “E” in New Hamburg,  
(7 & 8 highway, north on Hamilton Rd. 
(Tim Horton’s), then follow the signs),  

for Floods Plumbing & Heating Ltd., on

SATURDAY, DEC. 28TH @ 10:00 A.M.

VEHICLES:  2018 Dodge Ram SXT “Black 
Express”, 5.7 litre Hemi, Quad cab, 4wd, 
trailer package, grey interior, tunnel cover, 
29,100 km, selling safetied, excellent 
condition. 2004 Chevy Astrovan, cargo van, 
roof rack, interior shelving, in use to present 
time, 193,000km, selling as is.  
SHOP RELATED: Good selection of heavy 
duty adjustable steel racking. 2 – Homelite 
4400 watt generators (1 with automatic idle). 
Ridgid 200 power threader. Ridgid set of 
threaders. Power snakes. Vacuum pumps.  
Wacker BTS 1035 L3 gas cut saw.  Sliding 
compound mitre saw with laser line.  
Mastercraft 14in. cut off saw. Milwaukee 
Propex expansion tool kit. Milwaukee 
sawzalls.  Brown & Boggs hand break.  
Kanco 1800 electric jack hammer.  Acetylene 
torches with tanks.  Oxy acetylene torches.  
Laser level. Rotozip kit. 3/4in. socket set. 
AC recovery machines. R22 & R410A 
refrigerants. Charging gage sets. Line set 
bender kit.  Grease interceptor.  Angle drills.  
Tap & die set. Portable air compressors.  
Hyd. floor jacks. Heavy duty pipe wrenches.  
Scaffolding.  12 volt electric winch. Chain & 
electric hoists. Nitrogen tanks. Drill press.  
Featherlite step ladders (up to 10ft.).  2 wheel 
carts.  Seamer, roller & bender.  Lock former.  
Electric fish tapes.  Hand tools. 4 used natural 
gas furnaces. Pipe (S636, abs, pvc) & fittings.  
Cooper pipe & fittings.  Plumbing, heating & 
air conditions repair parts.  Wiring.  Scrap 
metal. Office furniture, new printer & new 
toilets, sinks & faucets. New Continental 
high efficiency gas furnace. 
NOTE – See www.gerberauctions.net for 
photos & complete list.  
TERMS – Cash or cheque with I.D.  
(no cards).  

Nieuwland Feeds Elora
has an opening for a 

Email your resume to:
info@nieuwlandfeeds.com
or apply in person to Cliff at:

7460 County Road 21, Elora

We require a valid DZ license.
We offer competitive wages, benefits 

and Monday to Friday schedule.

Full Time Truck Driver

We have a 4-month temporary full-time 
position available in Elmira for an individual 
who is punctual, hardworking, attentive to 
details, a team player and self-motivated. 
Position may lead to permanent full-time. 
Hours of work are Mon-Thurs (7am-4pm). 
Duties would be packaging product from 
25 gm to 25kg and skid loading.
Requires standing for long periods of time 
and repetitive work. First Aid and Forklift 
Certification is considered an asset but 
not mandatory.

Resumes may be faxed to 519-669-5982 
attention George or emailed:

resumes@marcampet.com by Dec 23rd.

General Labourer (Packager)

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

AUCTION

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

FOR SALE

2004 FORD HOLIDAY 
RAMBLER 32' ADMI-
ral SE. 11,800 miles, 2 
slide out, loaded, mint 
condition. $42,500. Call 
519-574-4697.

5500LB LIFTRITE 
PUMP CARTS. 27 X 48, 
2 years old, good con-
dition. $175 + hst. Call 
George 519-574-4141.

CHRISTMAS SALE AT 
WALLENSTEIN GENER-
al Store Inc. Dec. 9 - 31. 
10% off bulk baking 
supplies, books, games, 
puzzles, toys, dry goods, 
giftware. 50lb white pop-
ping corn $57.99; Oats 
Quik Cook large bag 25 
kg $32.99 20% smaller 
bags. Ready snack pret-
zels 900 g $3.99; Capri 
Veg oil 3L $6.49; Schnei-
ders Blue Ribbon Bologna 
$5.99 lb; Club original 
& Town House crackers 
200g $2.99; Snack Pac 
pudding cups $1.29; Dole 
Pineapple 398 ml $1.29. 
Phone 519-669-2231.

CLASSIFIEDS 
CONTINUE PG 23

DINNER SET - 10 
PLACE SETTING COM-
plete with serving bowls, 
platter, gravy, cups and 
mugs. Churchill, made 
in England. Blue on 
white. Like new. $425.00.  
519-669-2393.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF 
ANTIQUES, COLLECT-
ibles, furniture and mis-
cellaneous items, to be 
held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, 
for Bob & Vickie Shannon, 
Stratford, and additions, 

on Saturday, January 4th 
@ 9:30 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 519-698-0138 

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking,  
519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

100% 
 LOCAL

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  TownParents Names

Full colour photo of your little one published in the 
January 9, 2020 edition.

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2019

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com

Email photos & caption information to: 
ads@woolwichobserver.com

Monday, January 6, 2020 

Deadline for submission & payment

+hst
$40

BOOK 
EARLY!
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Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

�shing you a Merry Christmas�shing you a �shing you a �shing you a erry Christmaserry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

2 Bedroom, 2 Bathrooms, Detached Raised 
Bungalow, on a quiet Crescent in Elmira’s 
Birdland.  Main floor family room, separate 
Dining room, Large Master Bedroom with 
Ensuite, updated kitchen with Granite counter 
tops, finished Basement rec room with 
fireplace.   Double car Garage, with Private 
Double Wide driveway, and a  Large lot.    

ELM IRA - FOR REN T
$2,800 + U�li�es

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
519-669-2772

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGEBROKERAGE

Wishing  
All of You a  

Safe & Relaxing 
Christmas 

Season
From the Team at:

$1,200/ month

Prime commercial space available 
for lease in downtown Elmira on 
Arthur St. S.  1,105 sq. ft.  Ideal 
for office or medical related busi-
nesses. 2 piece washroom.  Front & 
rear access. Available immediately.
Exclusive.

83 B ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

Unique opportunity to run your busi-
ness from this totally renovated and ar-
chitecturally pleasing building. Sitting 
areas w/gas fireplace & water feature. 
Full kitchen w/built in oven, range & 
dishwasher. Upper loft areas. Outdoor 
storage w/additional washroom. Nu-
merous perennial gardens & creek 
offer a peaceful outdoor setting.  MLS   $599,900

11 DUNKE STREET N., ELMIRA 

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Holiday Hours at the Woolwich 
Township Administration Office 

and Notice of Change in 
Office Hours for 2020

Monday, December 23:  9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 24:  9:00 a.m. – Noon
Wednesday, December 25:  Office Closed
Thursday, December 26:  Office Closed
Friday, December 27:  Office Closed
Monday, December 30:  9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 31:  9:00 a.m. – Noon
Wednesday, January 1:  Office Closed
Thursday, January 2:  8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Friday, January 3:  8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

As of January 2, 2020, the office hours of the Township of Woolwich 
Administration Office at 24 Church Street West in Elmira will change to 8:30 
a.m. – 4:30 p.m. on a permanent basis.
Our website (www.woolwich.ca) is always available to receive inquiries from 
members of the public via our Report-It feature. Residents and business 
owners are also invited to submit documentation via the drop-box on the 
Maple Street side of the Township Administration Office.

St. Jacobs Business 
Improvement Area

Annual Meeting of the 
General Membership

Date: Tuesday, January 21st 6:00pm
Location: Block Three Brewing Co. 

Agenda: 
• Welcome 
• Introduction of BIA Board of Management 
• Summary of 2019 activities 
• Planned activities and budget for 2020 
• General discussion and Q & A 

NEWS SOURCE
I N  T H E  R E G I O N#1

EVERY WEEK, YOUR

FARM SERVICES

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN - AT 
COMPETITIVE PRICING. CALL 
George Haffner Trucking, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - ICE SALT 
COMES IN 20 & 40KG'S, ICE 
melt comes in 20kg bags. 
Call George Haffner Trucking,  
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING DELIVERED BY EIN-
wechter. Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner Trucking  
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

HORSES

WATERLOO COUNTY HORSE 
SALE AT OLEX, SAT. DEC 28, AT 
10 a.m. To consign or more info 
call 519-595-3307.

RENTALS

FOR RENT BACHELOR APART-
MENT/COMMERCIAL OFFICE 
space. Available Feb. 1st 2020. 
Non-smoker unit. Call Hugh @ 
519-669-5533 after 6pm.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT, DOWNTOWN ELMI-
ra. 11.5 x 12.5 + common areas. 
$400/month, utilities included. 
519-210-3030.

SEMI FOR RENT 3 BEDROOM, 1 
BATHROOM, RECENTLY RENO-
vated, large fenced in yard. All 
appliances included. Close to 
downtown Elmira. $1,600/month 
plus utilities. Available Feb 1, 2020 
Call 519-574-6060

TRADES & SERVICES

RON'S DRYWALL AND RENOVA-
TIONS. OVER 35 YEARS EXPE-
rience. Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@gmail.com

COMING EVENTS

KARATE CHRISTMAS SPECIAL! 
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS 
8 weeks plus uniform only 
$99+tax! Start now or use as a 
Christmas gift. Group classes for 
ages 4 to adult. Classes taught 
by Renshi Becky Schweitzer, 4th 
Degree Black Belt and World 
Karate Champion Location at 
Heidelberg Community Centre 
2915 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 
Call 519-580-1418 or e-mail  
becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com 

CONTINUED  
FROM PAGE 22

Relive it with a reprint.

Being in the paper is one
of life’s highlights.

We have
photos 
to share.

ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

GET IT IN THE
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Beetham, Judy Norma
Passed away suddenly at her home in 
Waterloo on Tuesday, December 10, 
2019, at the age of 77. Judy was the best 
friend and loving wife of the late Mel 
Beetham (2019). Much loved mother of 
Karen and Monty Steenson of Elmira, 
Donna and Mike Fisher of Waterloo, 
and Lynne and Paul Cormier of Kings-
ton. Adored Grandma Judy of Kelly and 
Sean Wells, Jen and Peter Nighswan-
der, Sarah Fiander and Corey Howard, 
Emily Fiander, and Amber and Jeremy 
Fisher. Proud Great-Grandma Judy of 
Evelyn and Jacob Wells; Rowan, Lach-
lan, and Finnian Nighswander; Mia 
and Isabelle Fisher. Lovingly remem-
bered by her sisters Joyce Kastner and 
Dianne (Jim) Witmer, her nieces and 
nephews and their families. She was 
predeceased by her parents Jack and 
Helen (Bauman) Taylor and brother 
Bill (Mary) Taylor. A private family 
service will take place. Interment will 
be in Parkview Cemetery, Waterloo. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations to 
Crohn’s and Colitis Canada would be 
appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Holton, Catherine
Passed away peacefully on Monday, 
December 16, 2019 at Forest Heights 
LTC, Kitchener, at the age of 93 years. 
Beloved wife of the late Robert Holton 
(1994). Dear mother of Bob and Bev 
of Elmira, and Denise and Stuart 
Thrower of Hysham, Montana. Cher-
ished grandmother of Carole (John 
Ford), Shannon, Sarah Gardner (Jer-
emy); Tammy Stevenson (Daniel), Sa-
brina Amerine (David), Shelli Schaak 
(Matthew), and KariLea Hutchins 
(Michael); and eleven great-grandchil-
dren. Dear sister of Terry Ratto and 
Madeline Wilson. Predeceased by her 
parents Robert and Florence McIntyre, 
a great-grandson, three sisters and two 
brothers. A private family service will 
take place. Interment will be in Elmira 
Union Cemetery. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to the Alzheimer 
Society would be appreciated by the 
family. Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126  |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

Your donation matters.

It matters to every patient across Canada. 
Because it’s something we can do today to 
help others wake up healthier tomorrow. 

The Next Elmira Clinic:  
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, December 27th, 2019 
2:30 - 7:30 pm 

OBITUARY OBITUARY

Celebration of my 
Birthday Dec 8th 

Thank-you to my  
family, relatives, friends 

and fellow Kiwanians  
for the wonderful cards, 

gifts and donations  
to the food bank.

Maureen (Moe) Phillips

THANK YOU

IN MEMORIAM

Nothing will ever take away the love my 
heart holds dear, good memories linger  

everyday and remembering keeps him near.

In loving memory of a special brother 

George David Stickney  
who left us suddenly 60 years ago.

Love, Helen Richmond

December 21, 1959 at age 25

100% LOCAL

Martin, Tilman M. 
(1927-2019)

Passed away peacefully on Friday, De-
cember 13, 2019 in Gatineau, Quebec, 
three weeks short of his 93rd birthday. 
Husband of the late Janet (Mills) 
Martin (2002). Father of Deborah, Joy, 
Luke, and Joel Martin, and Daniel 
Milton. Remembered by his 12 grand-
children and 8 great-grandchildren. 
Predeceased by his parents Abraham 
R. Martin (1930) and Susannah M. 
Martin (1976), stepfather David A.B. 
Martin (1969), and daughter Denise 
(1956). A memorial service will be held 
in the spring. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

LOOKING FOR LOCAL WORK?  YOU’VE COME TO THE RIGHT PLACE.

BIRTHDAY

Margaret Burrows  
will be turning 65 this month!

Her Family will be holding an  
open house at the Elmira Legion on  

Saturday December 28th from 5pm to 9pm.

We invite you to celebrate with Marg with 
refreshment and light snacks. 
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: ads.observerxtra.com/tips

Grade 5 and 6 students from the Maryborough Public 
School last week participated in the “Shop With a 
Cop” program. The student shoppers arrived at the 
Drayton Freshmart in cruisers and fi re trucks with 
lights fl ashing and sirens blaring. The Moorefi eld Opti-
mist Club and a number of local community members 
donated $1,200 to the event. The money was divided 
amongst 12 teams with the objective of purchasing as 
much food as possible with the $100 without going 
over their limit. 

David Morneau has been hired as the new executive 
director for the Child Witness Centre e� ective Jan. 13. 
A long-time advocate for mediation and collaborative 
law, Morneau and has been practicing family law in 
Waterloo Region for more than two decades. 

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

As we celebrate the birth of Christ, we wish 
all our customers, suppliers and friends a 
joyous season and a happy new year. 

If you ever have any vehicle concerns 
throughout the holidays we are only a phone 
call away, 519-669-1082.

Merry Christmas!

FOOD BANK EFFORT NEW HEAD FOR CWC

The Cook family is continuing their annual tradition of a Christmas musical light show at their Ferris Drive home. Pictured is Laura, Ben, Parker and Paige Cook holding the family dog. [VERONICA REINER]

With a large lightshow coordinated with holiday music, this Ferris Drive home draws in plenty of passersby

Wellesley family lights it up for Christmas
BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

A glorious musical light 
show display is up and 
running once again for its 
eighth year in Wellesley 
village.

Some 20,000 LED lights 
decorate the Cook family’s 
Ferris Drive home, which 
features candy canes, rein-
deer, a Christmas tree, and 
two arches. What’s more, is 
that each string is carefully 
programmed to follow the 
beat of radio broadcast.

The music can be heard 
while passing by the home 
on the sidewalk, but for 
anyone who wants to avoid 
the cold, they are welcome 
to tune their car radio to 
100.1 FM and take in the 
show.

The final result is a very 
Christmas-themed display 
of shimmering, twinkling 
lights that is sure to get visi-
tors in the holiday spirit. 

Ben Cook spearheads 
what has become a well-
known attraction in the 
neighbourhood.

“I think it’s pretty com-
mon to see two or three cars 
at a time sitting out in front 
of the house at one time,” 
said Cook. “Last night, at 
about 10:30 p.m., there 
were about five teenage 
boys dancing out on the 
sidewalk.

“Your first thought might 
be, ‘uh-oh, am I going to 
lose a candy cane, or are 
they going to do something 
silly?’ But obviously, they 
enjoyed it ... at the end of 
one song, they were clap-
ping.”

The display has grown 
more and more every year 
since its beginnings and 
usually takes somewhere 

between 20 to 30 hours to 
set up. With the help of his 
family, including children 
Parker and Paige, he’s add-
ed several small props this 
year, including gifts and 
deer.

The display has stayed 
relatively similar to the 
2018 version, as the family 
is beginning to run out of 
space for more additions. 
The setup process has been 
more efficient as they have 

gained experience doing so.
“I put the work in for the 

first few years ... I made 
frames for the lights so they 
are attached to wooden 
frames, and then they just 
pop into the window sill,” 
explained Cook.

“All of the eves are 
mounted on PVC pipes 
on hooks so they just get 
hooked on. It’s not like 
you’re clipping individual 
lights onto the eves. ... It’s 

not as bad as you think – 
the hard part is running 
all of the extension cords 
that you need to run every-
thing back to the computer. 
That’s the time-consuming 
part.”

The software used to syn-
chronize the lights is called 
Light-O-Rama. The 100.1 
FM frequency was specifi-
cally selected after a scan of 
the area made it clear that 
there was no radio station 

broadcasting near that 
number. That way, there 
would be no radio interfer-
ence, and no other stations 
would be overpowering the 
signal.

“I hope the neighbours 
enjoy it – I hope they’re not 
annoyed,” said Cook with a 
laugh. “I just hope the kids 
in the neighbourhood like 
it. I think it brings some 
smiles out, that’s all I’m re-
ally after.”

The display at 54 Ferris 
Dr. will be running until 
the end of December from 5 
p.m. until 11 p.m. Spectators 
are welcome to tune into 
100.1 FM and enjoy.

Both Ben and his wife 
Laura are encouraging any-
one who enjoys the light 
show to donate non-per-
ishable food items or cash 
to their local food bank to 
help give back this holiday 
season.

MAKING SPIRITS BRIGHT
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The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t 
local events that are o� ered free to the public. Placement 
is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 
open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 
advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 
to be made online at ads.observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

 
 
  

519.669.5105
 A A  A  

   A

www.mgmill.com

A A  A
  

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21

� "THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER!" AT ST. JACOBS 
Mennonite Church at 2:30 p.m. A hilarious one-hour comedy 
(by Barbara Robinson) for the whole family, including 
grandparents! General Admission Seating Tickets: $10 Adult 
$5 Child/Youth. Contact SJMC: administrator@sjmc.on.ca or 
519-664-2268. Proceeds: Woolwich Community Services.

� FREE SKATE AND SWIM AT THE WOOLWICH MEMORIAL 
Centre, Elmira.  Skating from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
Swimming  from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22

� "THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER!"A HILARIOUS 
one-hour comedy (by Barbara Robinson) for the whole 
family, including grandparents! Join us at St. Jacobs 
Mennonite Church at 2:30 p.m. General admission tickets: 
$10 adult; $5 child/youth. Contact SJMC: administrator@
sjmc.on.ca or 519-664-2268. Proceeds: Woolwich 
Community Services.

� FREE SKATE AT THE ST. JACOBS ARENA FROM 12:30 P.M. 
to 1:30 p.m.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23

� SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB. COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS 
invites you to join us, noon at Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
for a light lunch and fellowship, $7. Call 519-664-1900 by 
noon Dec. 19 to sign up.

� FREE SKATE AT THE WOOLWICH MEMORIAL CENTRE, 
Elmira from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24

� FREE SWIM AND SKATE AT THE WOOLWICH MEMORIAL 
Centre, Elmira,  both from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Facility will be 
closed at noon.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27

� FREE SKATE AT THE ST. JACOBS ARENA FROM 1:30 P.M. TO 
3:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29

� FREE SKATE AT THE ST. JACOBS ARENA FROM 12:30 P.M. 
- 1:30 p.m.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30

� FREE SKATE AT THE WOOLWICH MEMORIAL CENTRE, 
Elmira, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31

� NEW YEAR'S PARTY AT THE ELMIRA LEGION, 8 P.M. TO 1 
a.m.; $25 per person. DJ and lunch provided.

� FREE SWIM AND SKATE AT THE WOOLWICH MEMORIAL 
Centre, Elmira. Swim from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Skate from 9 
a.m. to 10 a.m. Facility will be closed at 4 p.m.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2

� FREE SKATE AT THE WOOLWICH MEMORIAL CENTRE, 
Elmira from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3

� FREE SKATE AT THE WOOLWICH MEMORIAL CENTRE, 
Elmira, from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8

� SENIORS' COMMUNITY DINING. COMMUNITY CARE 
Concepts invites you to join us for lunch, fellowship and 
entertainment at Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs at noon, 
$12. Call 519-664-1900 by noon Jan. 6 to sign up.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9

� SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB. COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS 
invites you to join us for a light lunch and fellowship at the 
Breslau Community Centre at noon, $7. Call 519-664-1900 
by noon on Jan. 6 to sign up.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

31 David St., Wellesley | 519.656.2909 ECRA / ECA 7000298

May the Light of the world
bring you peace & joy this Christmas
& throughout the new year

RURAL

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

T he holidays typically 
mean visiting, either 
folks coming over to 

your place or you heading 
over to someone else’s. 
And that always means 
food will be involved, and 
not just the turkey dinner. 
Snacks are everywhere, 
and a real necessity (that 
all the food almost always 
leads to New Year’s resolu-
tions is another matter). 

Chips and dip are stan-
dard fare, though this rec-
ipe is anything but. Quick 
and simple are always extra 
important at this time of 
year, as there are plenty of 
demands on our time with-
out fussing too much over 
having something on hand, 
for last-minute guests or 
when dashing out for a 
quick get-together when 
you don’t want to show up 
empty-handed. 

This recipe takes dip and 
chips to a whole new level. 
Pack the dip and chips 
separately for an on-the-
go snack that is out of this 
world.

These Zesty Bean Dip 
and Chips are ideal make-
ahead snacks. The bean 
dip can be refrigerated for 
five days. Store the tortilla 
chips in a cookie tin at 
room temperature for up to 
one week.

No time to make the 
chips? Serve with your 
family’s favourite veggies 
or whole grain crackers for 
dipping.

Quick and simple 
snacks are ideal 

during the holidays

CHEF'S TABLE

Change up the beans and 
herbs to create different 
flavours and tastes sensa-
tions.

Zesty Bean Dip 
and Chips

6 small whole-grain fl our or 
corn tortillas
3/4 tsp. chili powder
1 can (540 ml/19 oz) black 
beans, drained and rinsed
(1/2 cup medium or hot salsa
1/4 tsp. grated lime rind
2 Tbsp. lime juice
1 small shallot, minced
1/2 tsp. ground cumin
Pinch fresh ground pepper
3 Tbsp. chopped fresh 
cilantro
2 Tbsp. chopped fresh basil 
(optional)

1. Cut each tortilla into 8 wedg-
es and place in a re-sealable 
plastic bag. Spray tortillas with 
cooking spray and sprinkle with 
chili powder; seal and shake 
bag to coat tortilla wedges. 
Place on large baking sheet 
and bake in preheated 200°C 
(400°F) oven for about 8 min-
utes or until golden and crisp. 
Let cool completely before 
using.

2. In a food processor bowl, pu-
ree beans, salsa, lime rind and 
juice, shallot, cumin and pepper 
until smooth. Scrape into bowl 
and stir in cilantro and basil, if 
you opt to use the latter.

3. Serve with tortilla chips.
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BRAIN FOOD

Just now, crabs are the thing for Christmas ... Island
Q.  Christmas Island, a 
remote 35-square-mile 
island in the Indian 
Ocean, is home to about 
1,500 people and some 
35,000,000 red crabs, re-
ports Dan Lewis on his 
“Now I Know” website.  
Though the crabs usu-
ally live in the forest, 
once every November or 
December, they migrate 
to the beaches to breed, 
then return home.  What 
did the residents do to 
deal with this annual 
migration?

A.  They built a crab 
bridge.  As Lewis says, 
“When crabs cross the 
road, bad things happen.”  
The tiny crustaceans 
might be run over by cars 
and trucks zipping by, 
plus, per Wikipedia, the 

crabs’ tough exoskeletons 
can puncture tires, some-
times causing accidents.  
But since the crabs pre-
dictably take the most di-
rect route from the forest 
to the coast, the residents 
decided to erect 20 kilo-
meters (12 miles) of plastic 
barriers, redirecting the 
crabs to 30 underpasses 
and to a specially designed 
bridge over the road.

The annual crab migra-
tion is a major event for 
the island and a point of 
local pride, Lewis adds.  It 
has become a big tourist 
draw, and “the constant 
stream of hundreds of 
crabs flowing over the 
bridge only enhances the 
experience.”

Q. “When it comes to the 

BILL&RICH SONES
STRANGE BUT TRUE

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

nuts and bolts of tool 
crafting, only chimps 
and orangutans match 
or exceed the New Cale-
donian crow’s sophis-
tication,” says Jennifer 
Ackerman in her book 
“The Genius of Birds.”  
Can you name its hunt-
ing tool that is unique 
among (non-human) 
animals?

A.  Hooks!  Not to catch 
fi sh but for prying larvae 
from holes and crevices 
in wood.  “A crow fi shing 
for larvae looks a lot like 
the termite-fi shing Jane 
Goodall observed in the 
chimpanzees of Gombe.”  
Humans attempting such 
larvae fi shing report that 
it requires “remarkable 
levels of sensorimotor 
control” and is “surpris-

ingly diffi  cult to master.”

The New Caledonian 
crows actually make two 
very different types of 
hooks.  One is formed 
from a branched twig, 
pruned until the branch-
ing point remains as the 
hook and then sharpened.  
The other, carved from a 
leaf of the pandanus tree, 
“works as a tool only after 
the crow makes a final 
cut to separate it from the 
leaf.”  Of the three dif-
ferent types of leaf tool, 
the prevalent style varies 
from region to region.  
There is evidence that 
the styles are faithfully 
transmitted within local 
groups.  “If it’s true, that 
fairly well defines the 

term culture.”
Q.  An asteroid im-

pact some 66 million 
years ago killed off the 
dinosaurs.  And, as “Sci-
ence” magazine reports, 
it also wiped out 75% of 
living species, including 
any mammals much 
larger than a rat, plus 
half the plant species.  
What happened next, 
and how do we know?
A.  An archaeological site 
at Corral Bluffs, Colorado, 
contained a treasure trove 
of thousands of plant 
and vertebrate animal 
fossils, offering a detailed 
chronology of how life 
recovered, says the mag-
azine’s Elizabeth Pennisi.  
From a post-impact ferny 
world where seed-and-
fruit-bearing plants were 
scarce, palm forests 
emerged, along with larg-
er and more numerous 
mammals.

As Corral Bluffs re-
searcher Ian Miller de-
scribes it, over a period of 
some 200,000 years, this 

“palm period” gave way 
to the “pecan pie period,” 
when walnutlike plants 
arose, with new mammals 
evolving to take advan-
tage of the nutritious 
seeds.  Mammal diversity 
increased threefold, and 
the biggest of the new 
species reached beaver 
size.  After about 700,000 
years came a “protein 
bar period,” with pea and 
bean species providing 
protein-rich meals that 
further boosted mamma-
lian size and diversity, 
says co-researcher Tyler 
Lyson.

But a sobering message 
underlies this comeback, 
Pennisi concludes: “Even 
a recovery that geologists 
call ‘fast’ took hundreds 
of thousands of years, and 
the world was never the 
same.”OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Thumb
5. Cosmic snowball
10. "Garden of Earthly 

Delights" artist
15. Muslim ruler
16. Light Brigade
17. Container weight
18. Witch hunt home-

towm
20. What the chancer is
21. Cutest of the sea 

mammals?
22. High fl atlands
24. Whiskey type
25. Tumblers, acrobats, 

actors
27. Climate's is worry-

ing
29. Proof of pay
31. To soak fl ax
32. Curve
35. Endured
37. The Hunter
39. Yeet!
41. Computer catch and 

throw
42. Confessions
45. Eastern wrap
46. Insult
48. Jot
51. Chum
52. Pluto ain't one no 

more
53. Clean code
55. High Muslim o�  cial
56. Car hotel
57. Global fl ight group
59. Gets into the get up
60. Take your pick, you 

can't have both
61. Homer's catch-

phrase
63. Foreign currency
64. Primary actor
65. Drop the "-te" 

means the same 
thing

DOWN
1. Male person or 

critter

2. Mosque V.I.P.
3. The pattern piece 

and the act are the 
same

4. Wave top
5. Half a jaunty dance
6. Go overboard
7. Immaculately con-

ceived
8. They're on the shelf
9. Essay, literally
11. Attar
12. Bringer of old age
13. Fancy pancake
14. Regarding this point
19. Bringer of war
21. Social circle
23. 19th Dynasty 

pharoah
25. Shrouded city
26. They are closely 

joined
28. Pool toy
30. You say it one way, 

me another - let's 
call the whole thing 

o� 
33. Take, as in wheat, 

souls
34. Romany home
36. Condemn
38. Basket material
40. In the presence of 

the sun
43. Determine, bestow 

honour
44. What the TASER 

does
47. A taste for music
49. Anakin's guardian
50. Quasar class
52. Digitally endless
53. Mister clown (80's 

arcade)
54. Be mischievious 

(North American 
slang)

58. Smokeless explo-
sive

62. Mouthy
63. Heavenly Lucy, with 

gemstones
The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain fi ring on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing! OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid 

so that every row, every column 

and every 3x3 box contains the 

numbers 1 through 9 only once. 

Each 3x3 box is outlined with a 

darker line. Numbers are preplaced 

to get you started. 

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK

We have photos to share.

GET IT IN THE

ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

GOOD TIMES
VISITORS
GOODBYES
PERFORMANCES
CELEBRATIONS
GET TOGETHERS
EVENTS
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• SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S GREETINGS •

• HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS •
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• MERRY CHRISTMAS • HAPPY NEW YEAR • MERRY CHRISTMAS • HAPPY NEW YEAR • MERRY CHRISTMAS •

• SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S GREETINGS •

• HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS •

• MERRY CHRISTMAS • HAPPY NEW YEAR • MERRY CHRISTMAS • HAPPY NEW YEAR • MERRY CHRISTMAS •

Waterloo North Hydro wants to help you prepare for winter storms by following these tips:

Never try to make your own repairs to 
electrical equipment. If repairs are 
needed, always hired a licensed 
electrician and let our dedicated and 
highly-trained crews do the work.

Visit wnhydro.com/outages for real-time 
information on the location, severity and 
expected duration of power outages. 

AND WITH IT COMES HIGH WINDS AND WINTER STORMS

Winter Is Here
For more outage safety tips visit: 

wnhydro.com/preparedness

519.698.2472519.698.2472
www.erbelectric.ca ESA Licence #7000438

May your Christmas 
be Merry &

Bright!

May your Christmas 
be Merry &

Bright!

From all of us here at:

All the Best this
Holiday Season 

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller Sales Representative

“May you rejoice 

in the miracle, 

the gift and the 

promise of 

Christmas.”

“May you rejoice 

in the miracle, 

the gift and the 

promise of 

Christmas.”

ALWAYS IN TOUCH.

Shipping Made Easy.
For All Your Transporation Needs.

Between Canada & USA
√ FLATBED/VAN √ EXPEDITE/LTL/TL

3585 LOBSINGER LINE, ST. CLEMENTS | 519.699.5018 | 1.800.266.2671

rgingrich@dti-logistics.com

Always In Touch

Thank you to all of our loyal customers & 
friends for your suppor t in 2019.

Call Today!

519-699-1118
www.richmondheatingandair.com

HIGH EFFICIENCY HEATING | NATURAL GAS PIPING  | SEE US FOR GOVERNMENT REBATES ON FURNACE & AIR CONDITIONERS

1-2633 Herrgott Rd. | St Clements

From all of us at 
Richmond Heating and Air, 

wishing you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year
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SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019

SELECTED STOCK
HARDWOODS

from $2.29 / sq. ft.
1⁄2 PRICE

PRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORY

SPECIALS

Tel: 519-699-5411    www.LetUsFloorYou.ca    1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements, ON

Come in to enter our FREE DRAW to celebrate 24 years in business
Enter by December 31, 2019. Two prizes to be awarded January 2020

Come in to enter our FREE DRAW to celebrate 24 years in business
Enter by December 31, 2019. Two prizes to be awarded January 2020

Merry Christmas! Wishing You & Your Family 
a Blessed Holiday Season.

Year End Special
• Luxury Vinyl Plank 

Truckload Sale
• Numerous single room 

lots deeply discounted 

SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019SALE runs until noon on December 31, 2019

Tel: 519-699-5411 www.LetUsFloorYou.ca 1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements, ON

We will be open until noon on Tues Dec 24th • CLOSED DEC 25TH & 26TH • Open until noon on Tues Dec 31st.

Carpet pad
OR area rug binding with all 
IN STOCK Carpet Purchases

Area Rug DisplayArea Rug DisplayArea Rug DisplayArea Rug DisplayArea Rug Display

24% Discount
Carpet padCarpet padCarpet padCarpet padCarpet padCarpet padCarpet padCarpet padCarpet padCarpet pad
FREE

Area Rug DisplayArea Rug DisplayArea Rug DisplayArea Rug DisplayArea Rug DisplayArea Rug DisplayArea Rug DisplayArea Rug DisplayArea Rug DisplayArea Rug DisplayArea Rug DisplayArea Rug DisplayArea Rug Display
NEW

Custom Homes &
Exquisite Renovations

3575 Broadway Street
Hawkesville, ON N0B 1X0

519-699-4388
countrylanebuilders.com

MASTER 
CRAFTSMEN 

OF FINE HOMES 
AND INTERIORS

WISHING YOU A VERY 
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
We Look Forward to Working with You in 2020!

WISHING YOU A VEWISHING YOU A VEWISHING YOU A VEWISHING YOU A VEWISHING YOU A VEWISHING YOU A VEWISHING YOU A VE

Elmira Home Hardware would like to 
thank you for your loyal support 

throughout 2019.
May your year be full of light and joy.

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

From all of us at 
Elmira Home Hardware.

22 Church St. W., Elmira | 519-669-5537

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:  Mon.- Fri. 8-8; Sat. 8-6, Sun. 10-5

Space provided through a partnership between industry and municipalities
to support waste reduction programs.

Holiday waste collection

If your collection day is: Your collection day will be:
Wednesday Thursday

Thursday Friday

Friday Saturday

During the two weeks of December 25 to January 1:

Natural Christmas trees will be collected for composting:

• January 6 to January 17, 2020, on your collection day.
• Remove all decorations, lights, stand and plastic bags.
• Place tree to the curb by 7 a.m. on your collect on day.
• Do not place your tree on or behind a snowbank.
• Cut trees longer than 1.8 metres (6 feet) in half.
• Artific al trees will be collected as a Bulky Item on your

garbage day. 

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/waste
519-575-4400,  Deaf and Hard of Hearing (TTY) 519-575-4608

There will be NO WASTE COLLECTION on
Wednesday, December 25 or Wednesday, January 1. 



LIVING HERE | 31THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2019 |  THE OBSERVER 

1.800.265.6126 |

Blessings this Christmas
Season to You

and Your Loved Ones 

Your Feed and Pet Food Supplier

Happy Holidays
5 Dunke St. N.
Elmira, ON
519.669.2901

FromWe Deliver!

PHONE: 519-669-5403

We Deliver!

519-669-5403

315 Arthur St. S.

Holiday
Hours

Holiday
Hours
December 24
Closing at 6 p.m.

Boxing Day December 26, 9-5pm
Re-opening December 27 at 7am

December 31
Closing at 6 p.m.

Re-opening January 2 at 7am

MAKING MERRY IN ST. CLEMENTS

The festive season was on full display Tuesday afternoon as students at St. Clement Catholic Elementary School performed a Christmas pageant for family and friends. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER] 

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Fred  Lichti preaching

Advent 4
Are we there yet? – Trust

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:00 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

Looking for a faith community that's close to home? Start here. If you want to see your church listed here and want to reach over 12,000 homes every week call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext104.

THERE ARE SOME
QUESTIONS THAT
CAN’T BE ANSWERED
BY GOOGLE. 

Keep faith alive, advertise here. 

Looking for a faith community 
that's close to home? Start here. If 
you want to see your church listed 
here and want to reach over 12,000 
homes every week call Donna at 
519-669-5790 ext104.
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/ EACH

/SQ FT

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188 | M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

THIS WEEKS DEALS!
DECEMBER 19-22  4 DAYS ONLY!

THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 10-59-6

MANY STYLES TO CHOOSE

IN STOCK

MODERN CLICK 
VINYL TILES

$167
REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79

/ SQ FTFROM

TRAVERTINE LOOK

IN STOCK

5.5MM CLICK
VINYL TILE

$259
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

/ SQ FTFROM

PAD ATTACHED

IN STOCK

SPC RUSTIC 
CLICK VINYL

$199
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

/ SQ FTFROM

4.5MM THICK!

IN STOCK

NEW! SPC 
CLICK VINYL

$237
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

/ SQ FTFROM

PAD ATTACHED

IN STOCK

9”W x 5’ CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

$299
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/ SQ FTFROM

6MM THICK  - AC5

IN STOCK

RIGID CORE
VINYL PLANKS

$197
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

/ SQ FTFROM

100% WATERPROOF

IN STOCK

6MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$177
REG 4.29REG 4.29REG 4.29REG 4.29REG 4.29REG 4.29

/ SQ FTFROM

100% WATERPROOF

IN STOCK

5MM THICK
LOOSE LAY

$287
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/ SQ FTFROM

EASY TO INSTALL

IN STOCK

LUXURY CLICK 
VINYL PLANKS

$157
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/ SQ FTFROM

6MM THICK!

TRUCKLOAD

SALE!
VINYL

IN STOCK

48” LAMINATE
STAIR TREADS

$4599
79.9979.9979.9979.9979.9979.99

EACHFROM

TREAD & RISER INCL

IN STOCK

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT
67

/ LIN FT
67

7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

MDF PRIMED WHITE 
BASEBOARDS




