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Bill Seabrook or Marcia Martin
SALES REPS

CALL TODAY: 519-747-0231

ASK ABOUT OUR ‘ALL INCLUSIVE PRIC ING’  -  RESERVE YOUR UNIT NOW

PARK AVE.

ANNA ST.
ARENA

X

SN
YDER AVE.

BUNGALOW 
TOWNHOMES

FROM $227,500 The Residences of Park Avenue

SOME UNITS AVAILABLE FOR LEASE.

VISIT OUR MODEL HOME AT

46 ANNA ST., ELMIRA
SAT. & SUN., 12 NOON - 5:00 P.M.

OR BY APPOINTMENT

NEW
2 BDRM
LAYOUT

STEVE KANNON

Woolwich council felt the love, for a 
little while at least, as it voted Tuesday 
night to pursue a twin-pad option for 
Elmira’s new recreation complex. 

More than a hundred people – most 
of  them wearing yellow stickers pro-
claiming their support for two rinks 
– turned out for a public meeting at Li-
ons Hall to discuss the project. While it 
was billed as an opportunity to review 
the various funding options, most of  
the delegates simply pressed council-
lors to adopt the twin-pad design. Only 
one speaker, Winterbourne resident 
and former councillor Quentin Mar-
tin, addressed the finances behind the 
complex.

In the end, upholding an earlier deci-
sion, councillors voted unanimously 
to support the Woolwich Recreation 
Facilities Steering Committee’s rec-
ommendation that the complex should 
house two arenas. The rub this week, 
as previously, being that the monies 
have to be in place to pay for the ad-
ditional $4 million in costs associated 
with a second ice pad.

With Tuesday night’s vote, the town-
ship committed to an $18-million fa-
cility featuring just one ice surface. 
The scramble is now on to come up 
with the remaining $4 million, while 
sticking with a policy that limits the 
amount of  borrowing for the rec. com-
plex to no more than approximately $2 
million. The township must come up 
with the funds elsewhere, juggle exist-
ing funding allotments for a long slate 
of  capital projects or change its policy 
to allow a larger debenture.

To date, council has not committed 

DESIREE FINHERT

The glitz and glam of  runway fashion 
took a turn on the catwalk in Floradale 
this week, as popular designer cloth-
ing made models out of  area women. 

With television’s “Diva on a Dime” 
reality show as inspiration, eight local 
models sashayed before their peers – a 
rabbit-fur jacket slung over one shoul-
der, a beaded purse in hand – looking 
to put a little pizzazz  into the lives of  
rural women.

“We’re hoping to inspire people to 
realize it doesn’t take a lot of  money 

Every woman has her day
Taking a break from farm life, these ladies make time for putting on the ritz

to buy an interesting outfit,” said com-
mittee member Sharon Grose after 
changing out of  her final outfit. 

In cooperation with the Mennonite 
Central Committee Thrift Store, Wa-
terloo Rural Women exhibited the 
fashions available at the Elmira store 
during the annual Women’s Day at 
Floradale Mennonite Church Feb. 12.

Everyday labels such as Fairweath-
er, Cleo and Levis were mixed and 
matched with those of  Canadian de-
signers with ensembles advertised at 
under $20 a pop.

In preparation, MCC display man-
ager Ruth Ann Bauman spent a month 

pulling the best quality items, the new-
est fashions and the unique finds aside 
as inventory entered the store. 

“Some of  these are designer names, 
this is a Joseph Ribkoff  which would 
be $150 or more to buy [normally] and 
it’s $15. But we try not to just pick the 
designer ones either, we were trying to 
pick really nice outfits,” said Bauman.

“They pulled out brand-name labels 
and then we spent an evening in [the 
store],” said Grose. “It was like having 
a personal shopper. It was kind of  fun. 
They’d find a skirt, then they’d find a 
top, then they’d find a jacket. It might 

Twin-pad 
arena plan 
gets a boost

See TWIN PAD »02
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The
Need for 

speed takes 
Elmira man 
to Daytona

SHOWING OFF THE BLING Models for a day Candice Sauder (left), her son Edmund, Mary Wagler, Susan Martin, Laurie Weber, Cindy Jantzi, Sharon Grose and Heidi Wag-
ner showed off fashions from the MCC Thrift Store during the Waterloo Rural Women annual Women’s Day held at Floradale Mennonite Church Feb. 12.
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Twin pad: Council’s support 
for project is not unconditional

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs.-Fri. 8-8; Saturday 8-5
See us WEEKLY at the Waterloo Farmer's Market and

visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Specials from February 19 - February 24

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

Regular or Garlic

Bologna
Store Made Deli Sliced

$1.99 lb.

Give our Store-Made
Hot & Ready or Heat & 

Serve Flavoured Jumbo 
Chicken Wings a Try!

Side Bacon
Store Made Maple

$3.49 lb.
Bulk 5 lbs.+ • $3.29 lb.

Store Made Deli Sliced

$4.69 lb.

$1.99 lb.

Corned Beef, Pastrami or 
Montreal Smoked Meat

Store Made

$1.00 ea.

Fresh Breaded
Pork Schnitzel

By the piece $1.69/lb

Store Made Pre-Cooked

Octoberfest or 
Bratwurst Sausage

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE

“ M E E T I N G  A L L  Y O U R  H E A LT H  &  W E L L N E S S  N E E D S ”

• Hearing Tests • Hearing Aids

24-B Arthur St. S., Elmira
(Located behind W.C. Brown & Sons) 669-4425

No referrals necessary
• Evening Appt's
• Relaxation
• Hot Stones
• Deep Tissue
• Gift Certificate
   Available
• All Registered
   Therapists

HEARING HEALTH AT THE 
ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE

Juliane Shantz
Doctor of Audiology

Andrea Hoffman
Audiologist

Krista A. Sandelli
RMT & Associates

MASSAGE THERAPY
AT THE ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE

to a path. Currently, the 
township is pursuing 
funding from the prov-
ince and has been in-
quiring about the avail-
ability of  federal grants.

For their part, the large 
number of  twin-pad sup-
porters – no one in the 
audience spoke against 
that scenario – had 
plenty to cheer about, 
and did so on many oc-
casions. Having heard 
from director of  recre-
ation and facilities Larry 
Devitt that the twin-pad 
option made financial 
sense, speakers pressed 
the township to commit 
to the enhanced project 
even if  the full amount 
must be borrowed.

“I’m here to ask you to 
vote in favour of  build-
ing the twin pad uncon-
ditionally,” said Ken 
Lubert, representing 
Woolwich Girls Minor 
Hockey Association.

As with all arena user 
groups, he argued, his 
association suffers from 
a lack of  ice time. Reg-

istration grows in leaps 
and bounds, but the 
group is already having 
to turn down would-be 
participants because it 
cannot get access to the 
existing Elmira Arena.

“The harsh reality is 
that we don’t have the 
kind of  ice time that we 
need for the girls who 
want to play hockey.”

Councillors heard simi-
lar arguments from Rob 
Smyth, president of  
Woolwich Minor Hockey, 
who noted the organiza-
tion has begun receiv-
ing written complaints 
about the lack of  avail-
able ice time.

The problem will only 
get worse as the commu-
nity grows, he added.

“I am concerned that 
if  you cannot come up 
with creative ways to 
fund this, you will stop 
it. I implore you that you 
do not let this go off  the 
rails – you must contin-
ue.

“We want you to move 
forward. Don’t take us 
backwards.”

Council’s commitment 
to a twin-pad design 
would also help commu-
nity fundraising efforts 
– a minimum of  $5 mil-
lion in public donations 
are needed to make the 
Elmira project a reality. 
So far, about $2 million 
have been collected; at 
least $4 million must be 
in the bank before con-
struction can begin.

Some potential donors, 
representing hundreds 
of  thousands of  dollars, 
have said they would 
only donate to the proj-
ect if  it includes two 
ice pads, said Fit for the 
Future co-chair Bob Wa-
ters.  

“If  we don’t build it 
now, I think we can kiss 
some of  that money 
goodbye – that would be 
a real shame,” he said.

“This council will be 
forgiven for incurring 
debt if  it has to be, as 
this project is a well 
thought-out plan that 
will provide for now 
and for future genera-
tions.”

» From cover

DESIREE FINHERT
 

A raging barn fire kept 
emergency crews on 
scene for nine hours 
at the site of  a Breslau 
butcher shop Monday 
night.

The owner of  B and 
R Farm Limited, Iliga 
Blogrovic, was the first 
to notice the detached 
storage barn was ablaze 
in a corner nearest the 
house, and began dous-
ing it with a hand-held 
fire extinguisher around 
10 p.m. The house at 2784 
Victoria St. N. doubles 
as Blogrovic’s home and 
the shop-front, while the 
adjacent barn served as 
a workshop and storage 
facility for thousands of  
pounds of  meat.

No one was injured by 
the fire that destroyed 
the structure and its 
contents to the tune of  
$300,000. An inventory 
has not been taken, but 
Blogrovic told the Ob-
server between $25,000 
and $30,000 worth of  

On-farm business goes up in flames
Breslau-area meat operation loses barn, large supply of stock in late-night fire

meat stock was lost. 
This week Blogrovic 

was still assessing the 
destruction, which did 
not affect the house, 
with no current plans to 
rebuild.

“I don’t know, it’s too 
early to say,” he said.

Fire prevention con-
tinues to investigate the 
cause of  the fire with 
an interest in the wood-
burning stove. The fire 
was not deemed suspi-
cious.

Maryhill and Cones-
togo fire departments, 
an Elmira aerial truck 
and a St. Jacobs tanker 
responded to the scene, 
saving a barn cat and re-
moving a van and trac-
tor from the burning 
structure.

“On arrival there were 
flames in the front sec-
tion of  the building, 
which quickly extended 
to the roof,” said Mary-
hill deputy chief  Kevin 
Karley. 

Crews had the blaze un-
der control three hours 
after arriving, but re-

mained at the scene un-
til about 7 a.m. Tuesday 
morning when the barn 
was completely extin-
guished. 

“It was a barn-style 
roof, manufactured 
out of  barn beams and 

open type construct. So 
the fire progressed and 
travelled very rapidly 
through there. As the 
metal and debris start-
ed falling down you get 
voids, that’s where you 
get fire trapped inside 

and it’s hard to access 
and locate,” he said.

The work space and 
storage facility had 
many small rooms and 
hallways where indi-
vidual fires could rage, 
increasing its spread. 
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»IN BRIEF

WRDSB hires 
new director 
of education

Christmas came late for an 
Elmira shopper. Romayne Lichty 
won a $1,000 Home Hardware gift 
card, one of 25 grand prizes in 
the Home for Christmas $50,000 
Sweepstakes Draw, announced 
Feb. 17.
There were 75 winners of $1,000 

and $500 certificates across Can-
ada with Lichty’s name pulled at 
the Home Building Centre Elmira 
Jan. 23. The contest ran October 
to Dec. 31, 2006.

The Waterloo Region District 
School Board has a new director 
of education. On Monday Linda 
Fabi, executive superintendent of 
education and interim director of 
education, was appointed direc-
tor of education and secretary of 
the board.
Fabi joined the WRDSB in 1975 

and served as a vice-principal in 
1986. She became a principal in 
1988, was appointed superinten-
dent of instruction in 2002 and 
executive superintendent of edu-
cation in 2006.  
Fabi is a graduate of Wilfrid Lau-

rier University. 

Catholic board 
trustee to get 
national award
Waterloo Catholic District School 

Board trustee Louise Ervin, who 
represents Waterloo, Wellesley 
and Woolwich, has been named 
the 2007 recipient of the Cana-
dian Catholic School Trustees’ As-
sociation’s (CCSTA) Justice James 
Higgins Award.
The honour is awarded every 

year to an individual or group that 
has displayed exceptional leader-
ship, commitment and vision to 
the cause of Catholic education 
in Canada.  
Ervin was also recognized by the 

Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ 
Association and given its Award 
of Merit for her contributions to 
the board.
The OCSTA award will be pre-

sented at the board’s annual 
meeting in April, and the CCSTA 
honour in June.
First elected in 1985, Ervin is the 

Board’s longest serving Trustee.  
She served as Board Chair in 1991-
1992, and again in 2004.

Sweepstake 
winner gets 
$1,000 gift card

Observer finalist for six awards

Police continue to investigate 
the break and enter of a Breslau 
gas station which was entered 
between Feb. 9 around 4 p.m. and 
Feb. 10 at 9 a.m.
The Pioneer Gas Bar at Shantz 

Station Road was robbed of an 
unknown quantity of cigarettes 
and an amount of cash.
The Waterloo Regional Police 

Service’s break-and-enter depart-
ment is looking for anyone with 
information to come forward. 

Breslau B&E 
still under 
investigation

Tips appreciated
519.669.5790, ext. 103

The Observer is a finalist for six 
awards in the newspaper compe-
tition organized by the Ontario 
Community Newspaper Asso-
ciation (OCNA), which represents 
some 270 member publications 
across the province.
Five of the awards are for edi-

torial merit: best business and 
finance story; education writing; 
feature writing in a newspaper 
with a circulation of more than 
10,000; best rural story in a news-
paper with a circulation of more 
than 10,000; and columnist of the 
year for Owen Roberts’ column

Also forthcoming is a production 
award for in-house promotion.
The paper has already been 

guaranteed a top-three finish 
– the rankings of first, second and 
third will be announced at the 
Better Newspaper Awards Mar. 31 
in Niagara Falls.

SMOKED MEAT A wood-burning stove may have caused the fire that destroyed a barn, causing $300,000 worth 
of damage at B and R Farm Limited on Hwy. 7 east of Breslau Monday night.
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LEADING OFF »“How many of  us focus on all the things that are wrong with you 
instead of  looking at the good stuff ?”

Armed with tough talk
Born with no upper limbs, Alvin Law tells students to put life in perspective

Alvin Law tells high school students to have a positive outlook 

PHOTOS |MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Join Us For Our Next Health Clinic:

Located in:

Paul & Adele’s No Frills
232 Arthur Street South, Elmira 

Phone: 519-669-3003
www.drugstorepharmacy.ca

Pharmacy Hours:
Monday-Friday: 9am-9pm
Saturday: 9am-7pm
Sunday: 9am-6pm Your Health Matters Here

BE HEART HEALTHY
Date:    Wednesday, February 21
Time:    12pm-6pm
Location:  Pharmacy

Drop by the pharmacy next Wednesday and talk to
the Pharmacist about ways to improve your heart
health and wellbeing.  This clinic will focus on high

blood pressure, cholesterol and healthy lifestyle choices.

DESIREE FINHERT

Alvin Law doesn’t let the fact that he 
has no arms stop him from eating at 
restaurants, driving to work or read-
ing the paper. 

The Calgary-based motivational 
speaker was happy to show area high 
school students all the tricks and ev-
eryday actions he does with his feet.

But the message they got was: per-
spective is everything. 

“People look at me and they think 
‘this must suck – having no arms, how 
terrible,’” Law said before a crowded 
gymnasium at Elmira District Second-
ary School (EDSS) Feb. 13.

Through a series of  personal anec-
dotes, Law shed light on the role per-
ception plays in how each of  us feels 
about ourselves, issues of  self-image 
being no stranger to teenagers.

Everyone’s life is normal – even his, 
he argued.

The 46-year-old speculated how his 

birth mother must have felt after us-
ing the morning sickness drug Thalid-
omide, which caused his birth defect. 
Some 13,000 others shared a similar 
fate in the late 1950s and early 1960s.

He spoke of  the media attention his 
adoptive family received because of  
his condition and – something many 
Elmira students could relate to – his 
years growing up in the public school 
system in rural Saskatchewan.

“How many of  us focus on all the 
things that are wrong with you instead 
of  looking at the good stuff ?” he ques-
tioned the audience. 

“We’re a society that looks in the mir-
ror and says ‘I’m fat.’ No you’re not. Do 
you know what, let’s change that and 
[ask] ‘are you healthy?’ People look in 
the mirror and think ‘I’m ugly.’ I used 
to do that too. Do I do it anymore? No!

“Do I think I’m hot? No!” he added to 
an uproar of  laughter.

This was the third time Law has flown 
in from Alberta to speak at EDSS, one 
of  7,000 schools he’s visited as a moti-

vational speaker since 1988. 
Those experiences have taught him 

all schools and all teenagers are basi-
cally alike in their mindset. Not all 
schools, however, are as eager to pro-
vide speakers for their students.

“Sometimes small schools, small 
towns don’t go to all the trouble to 
bring people in. I think that’s the kind 
of  thing that has benefited Elmira is 
the leadership there – that it allows 
these kinds of  programs,” Law told 
the Observer.

From his point of  view, listening 
to people from different parts of  the 
world allows students to gain greater 
perspective. In a small town that can 
be key.

“It brings the big parts of  our exis-
tence to their community as opposed to 
them being in a position to not neces-
sarily go out and see it. … Even in the 
big city there’s still perspective, but in 
a small town – I know when I grew up 
you always felt like you weren’t getting 
what the big cities got,” he continued.

During Law’s 90-minute perfor-
mance, during which he drank bottled 
water, played the piano and a drum 
set, all with his feet, he passed on the 
perspective he’s gained from his own 
experiences.

With an in-your-face attitude, laced 
with wry humour and rubber-faced 
expression, Law managed to convey 
his acquired wisdom on such topics 
as sex, cheating at school, parent-child 
relationships and other difficult sub-
jects.

At such events, Law tends to think 
of  himself  as a seed planter, knowing 
that his talk will have an initial effect 
on some of  his audience and a lasting 
effect on others.

“The greatest compliment I get … 
I hear that kids go home and talk 
to their parents,” he said. “I have a 
21-year-old and kids generally don’t 
come home and talk to you. I’m not 
so much surprised but flattered that 
kids come home and they do talk 
about this.”

QUITE A FEAT  Speaker Alvin Law, born without arms, showed off a few of his tricks and imparted advice about keeping things in perspective to students at Elmira District Secondary School Feb. 13. 
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»FROM THE EDITOR | STEVE KANNON

Rec. complex debate continues in the slow cooker

»ABOUT FACE
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CHANGE THIS Hey, while you’re at it change this too!

There was nothing 
surprising about 
the turnout at this 
week’s Woolwich 
council meeting, 
where the only real 
item on the agenda 
was the twin-pad 
arena at the new 
Elmira rec. complex. 

As they have from the start, members 
of  a variety of  user groups – hockey, 
ringette, figure skating – pressed the 
township to build two ice surfaces.

While councillors agree two rinks 
make sense, they’re balking at the fi-
nancing, worried about borrowing 
millions to pay for them. Supporters 
cheered council’s decision Tuesday 
night, but they’re not home yet: the 
township has not made a complete 
commitment to the project, leaving 
open the possibility of  backing if  the 
dollars don’t line up.

I saw many familiar faces in the 
crowd, many of  whom have been in-

volved since the August 2003 formation 
of  what was then the Woolwich Recre-
ational Facilities Committee, chaired 
by Paul Bossenberry.

At the time, there was a great deal of  
animosity between the arena and pool 
user groups and the township. That, 
of  course, stemmed from a recreation 
capital plan that called for a new pool 
in 2014 and an arena in 2017. Everybody 
was up in arms, and many sharp words 
were spoken in council chambers. The 
language was even more blunt, to put 
it nicely, in telephone conversations 
and small, private meetings.

“I think we started out of  the gates 
a little aggravated, but we’ve since 
calmed down, and we’ve since come 
to the realization that we will work co-
operatively with everybody to accom-
plish our goals,” Bossenberry said at 
the inaugural meeting of  the WRFC, 
which has since morphed into the 
Woolwich Recreation Facilities Foun-
dation.

At first, council seemed intent on do-

ing its own thing, ignoring the com-
munity groundswell that was forming. 
Over time, the township eventually 
challenged those looking for a much 
quicker timeline to put their money 
where their mouths were.

The Elmira project was not the only 
rec. project on the table. New commu-
nity centres in Breslau, Conestogo and 
Maryhill are much smaller in scale and 
have garnered only a fraction of  the 
attention we’ve seen paid to the multi-
use facility. There hasn’t been much 
clamouring in the other three com-
munities, but certainly residents seem 
eager to proceed, especially in Breslau 
and Maryhill, which will be the first of  
the projects off  the ground.

And, as Woolwich Minor Hockey 
president Rob Smyth reminded coun-
cillors this week, the rec. complex was 
an election issue: twin-pad supporters 
Ruby Weber and Sandy Shantz were 
elected over longtime councillor Pat 
McLean, who’d spoken out against the 
expense. Emphasizing his call for twin 

pads, he also reminded councillors it 
could be an issue in the next election, 
as well.

That’s not an issue for Weber, who’s 
been an outspoken advocate of  the 
project going back to those early 
WRFC meetings. Again this week she 
was proposing ways to debenture as 
much money as needed to make the 
twin pads a reality.

“My goal is to get people onside for 
the second ice pad, plain and simple,” 
she told me in a recent conversation. 
“This is the right thing to do, and we 
can afford this twin-pad design – we’re 
not talking about a lot of  money when 
it comes to increases in our taxes.

“If  we’re going to do this, we should 
do it right.”

Looking back at the copious pile of  
notes I’ve taken in the past three-and-
a-half  years, it seems we’ve taken a 
long time to get to this point. We’ve 
seen progress, but councillors need 
one last nudge to make the final deci-
sion.

1192 QUEEN’S BUSH RD., WELLESLEY • 519-656-2950 

• FRESH PRODUCE

• QUALITY MEATS

• LOTTERY TERMINAL

AUTHORIZED AGENT FOR:

• MOVIE RENTALS

• AGENT FOR NEWTEX    
DRYCLEANING

OPEN 7 
DAYS A WEEK

Mon.-Fri.  8am - 9pm, 
Saturdays 8am-6pm, 

Sundays 12-5pm

SPECIALS IN EFFECT:

FEB 17 - FEB. 23, 2007
we reserve the right to limit quantities.

$399
/LB

ALBERTA SELECT

Striploin 
Steaks

$299
/LB

Eye of Round 
Oven Roast

CUT FROM CANADA AA OR HIGHER

69¢
/LB

FRESH

Chicken
Legs

$199
/LB

Pork Side
Ribs

FRESH

$599
/LB

ALBERTA SELECT

Whole Beef
Tenderloin

$499
450g

Salmon or
Tilapia Fillets

HIGHLINER - FROZEN

$299
1LB

clamsHell

Straw-
berries 99¢

/LB

Extra Large
Tomatoes

PRODUCT OF USA - NO 1 GRADE

$199
1 kg

SKIPPY

Peanut
Butter

$599
2.95L
3.3kg

Laundry
Detergent

SUNLIGHT

PRODUCT OF USA - NO 1 GRADE

Merv Knechtel
Home: Born, raised and liv-

ing in Rostock, near 
Milverton.

Occupation: Police Sergeant, 
Waterloo Regional Police Ser-
vice, Division 3A in Elmira.

Hobbies
Motorcycling, horseback rid-
ing and working with his wife 
in their woodworking shop.

How long have you been 
working in Elmira?
Since 1998.

How long have you been a 
police officer?  
34 years.  Started in Cambridge, 
and then had a stint in Water-
loo before coming to Elmira.

What do you like about 
Elmira?
“I like the community contacts 
in Elmira.  I like the ability to 
get to know the people and 
the friendly interactions.”

Is there any particular inci-
dent in your career as a po-
lice officer that stands out?

“There have been so many 
things. I think one of the big-
gest innovations in our career 
has been the introduction of 
onboard computers in the 
cruisers. That’s probably one 
of the largest changing things 
in policing.”

What has stayed the same?
“From the 34 years I have 
been on we are investigat-
ing the same style of traffic 
accidents, the same types 
of thefts: those things don’t 
change.”519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942   |   www.woolwichobserver.com

The most award-
winning newspaper
in Waterloo Region.
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Spring Fever!  

Stay Your Way with more than 25 hotels to choose from… 
We’ve Got You Covered! 

Plan a short escape to visit family or friends; tour fun attractions 
with the kids; experience a change of pace! 

Book a Spring Fever package & Stay Your Way 
by adding: 

breakfast for 2 OR 2,000 bonus reward points.   

For reservations, call the hotel directly, visit their website or contact your travel agent.
For additional information on participating hotels, special offers and for on-line reservations, visit

www.gotucovered.ca
Nova Scotia Rates From:
Holiday Inn Harbourview Dartmouth $124 902-463-1100
Holiday Inn Select Halifax Center  $129  902-423-1161
Québec
Holiday Inn Select Montréal Centre-ville  $144 514-878-9888
Radisson Hotel Laval $132   450-682-9000
Ontario
Holiday Inn Barrie Hotel & Conference Center $135 705-728-6191
Hilton Garden Inn Burlington $145 905-631-7000
Holiday Inn Burlington Hotel & Conference Center $135 905-639-4443
Homewood Suites Burlington $149 905-631-8300
Holiday Inn Guelph $139 519-836-0231
Holiday Inn Kingston Waterfront $141 613-549-8400
Radisson Hotel Kitchener $125 519-894-9500
Delta London Armouries $139 519-679-6111   
Radisson Hotel & Suites London $119 519-668-7900
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites Markham $120 905-474-0444
Holiday Inn Select Oakville @ Bronte $139 905-847-1000
Holiday Inn Oshawa $129 905-576-5101
Holiday Inn Select Hotel & Suites Ottawa Kanata $149 613-271-3057
*/**Les Suites Hotel, Ottawa  $142  613-232-2000
Holiday Inn Sault Ste. Marie Waterfront   $119   705-949-0611
Holiday Inn On King - Toronto  $169   416-599-4000  
Holiday Inn Toronto West   $129   905-890-5700  
Holiday Inn Toronto Airport East  $139  416-240-7511
Radisson Suite Hotel Toronto Airport  $139   416-242-7400
Manitoba
Hilton Suites Winnipeg Airport $135 204-783-1700
Alberta
Holiday Inn Macleod Trail Calgary $119 403-287-2700
British Columbia
Hilton Whistler Resort & Spa $387 604-932-1982
* Continental breakfast option only
** Bonus point option n/a

*This offer is time limited. Not applicable to groups and tournaments and not available with any other discounts or offers. Applicable from Feb 18 – April 8,
2007 and subject to availability. Blackout dates may apply. Rates shown may fluctuate, based on availability. Hilton properties are offering a $20.00 Food &
Beverage credit per occupied room per night (in lieu of breakfast option) which may be used during any meal period. Breakfast option is defined by full hot
breakfast for 2 persons or continental breakfast for 2 persons (where indicated *). Bonus point option is not available where indicated**.Hotels listed in the
advertisement are managed by Westmont Hospitality Group. The information contained herein is provided “as is” based on information from individual hotels
and is made without warranties of any kind, either expressed or implied. The accuracy, currency or completeness of the information, including, without limita-
tion, any information relating to prices or availability, rests solely with the individual hotels. All rights reserved. Copyrights © 2007 Westmont Hospitality Group.

With more than 150 hotels from the most 
respected brand names, Westmont is Canada’s largest
fully integrated hospitality company.

Westmont Hospitality Group 
5090 Explorer Drive, 7th floor, Mississauga, Ontario L4W 4T9  
Tel: 905-629-3400  Fax: 905-624-7805

Rural women: It’s about more than keeping house
take you a couple of  
hours to find an outfit, 
well I had four outfits in 
half  an hour.”

This time around the 
committee’s aim was 

Accenting the thrift 
store’s 2007 collection, 
the ladies also wore the 
bead work of  their after-
noon guests. 

Vera Ninos and Ruth 
Graham, owners of  
Beading Buddies in 
Alma, donated necklaces 
and bracelets to the fash-
ion show before hosting 
a short seminar on jew-
ellery matching and re-
pair.    

While the committee 
members always aim to 
educate and entertain 
during their annual 

Women’s Day this year’s 
vamped up version was 
paired with a thought-
provoking morning 
workshop. 

Presenter Judy Shantz 
lectured on why some 
people get along better 
than others and discussed 
the telltale signs of  vari-
ous temperaments.

“As she was going 
through the melancholy 
list, I was trying to peg 
my own children, where 
they would be and I think 
‘yes’ some of  them would 
fall into that,” said Wag-

ner. “I think we all have 
different tendencies in 
different areas, so it’s 
good to see why they act 
the way they do. Or why 
they don’t speak up more 
than they do, or why 
they’re quieter than you 
think they should be. So 
[Shantz] creates aware-
ness, which is what we’re 
trying to do.”

Although the commit-
tee has tried in previous 
years to procure Shantz 
as a speaker this was the 
first annual meeting she 
was able to attend.

to pique the interest of  
its audience members, 
many of  whom are farm-
ers, mothers or house-
wives in rural commu-
nities across Woolwich, 
Wellesley and Wilmot 

townships.
“These women need to 

have a day when they 
feel special, and that’s 
what we attempt to do,” 
committee chair Heidi 
Wagner told the Observ-
er. “We have a lunch for 
them, coffee and muffins 
and give them a little bit 
of  time when they can 
be special instead of  be-
ing the wife at home who 
gets to clean up after ev-
erybody else.”

Everyday ensembles 
seemed to be the show’s 
theme with casual and 
business wear being the 
most widely displayed 
items – denims, fleeces 
and knitwear along side 
leather pants, suede 
jackets and totes.

But, as in any fashion 
show, the evening wear 
was saved for last.

A burnt orange ball 
gown with matching el-
bow-length gloves and 
wrap was worn by Su-
san Martin. Cindy Jant-
zi donned a floor-length, 
navy blue, embroidered 
evening gown with 
silk scarf, while Grose 
showed off  a beaded 
black jacket and dress.

» From cover
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MARC  MIQUEL HELSEN

Nine Elmira area mis-
sionaries are among 
the Canadians stranded 
in Guinea waiting to be 
evacuated after Guin-
ean President Lansana 
Conte imposed martial 
law this week. While 
they arrived in the 
West African country 
Feb. 8, they are already 
looking for a way out 
of  a country that is 
plunging further into 
chaos. 

“We’ve been in pretty 
constant contact with 
the government, which 
has been very helpful. 
They’re actually in a 
compound right now 
with another mission 
organization and do-
ing quite well. They’re 
pretty safe there. They 
have all the supplies 
and everything that 
they need,” said Jer-
emy Bates, assistant 
pastor at the Elmira 
Pentecostal Assembly.

The nine Elmira resi-
dents, whose identities 
were not released, re-
ceived the green light 
to enter Guinea last 
week, said Bates. Their 
hopes that the violent 

Elmira group seeking 
to flee chaotic Guinea
Martial law declared just days after their arrival

protests which began 
in late January would 
subside were dashed 
when the Guinean gov-
ernment declared mar-
tial law on Monday.

The Elmira contin-
gent is among a num-
ber of  foreigners wait-
ing to be whisked back 
home under an inter-
nationally coordinated 
evacuation operation.

“We’ve been talking 
to them and they’re in 
good spirits, and not 
too upset. ... We’re just 
praying for their safety 
and looking forward to 
their return, and they 
will be returning, I’m 
sure, to finish what 
they wanted to begin,” 
said Bates.

Canadians can stay 
up to date on travel 
warnings for the West 
African country by 
visiting www.voyage.
gc.ca.

Tens of  thousands of  
Guineans turned out 
to demonstrate against 
Conte in the biggest na-
tionwide show of  dis-
content in his 23-year 
rule. Violent protests 
erupted at the end of  
January after labour 
unions called general 
strikes protesting the 

country’s poor eco-
nomic status.

Thousands of  civil-
ians flooded into the 
nation’s capital, Cona-
kry, joining the coun-
try’s powerful trade 
unions in protesting 
the rising cost of  liv-
ing, which they blame 
on economic misman-
agement and corrup-
tion at the highest lev-
els of  government.

The United Nations 
recently voiced con-
cerns that the govern-
ment’s drastic mea-
sures are effectively 
blocking the few emer-
gency agencies that 
were working to treat 
people wounded dur-
ing the recent days of  
violence.

A former French 
colony, Guinea, is a 
country rich in natu-
ral resources but dis-
paragingly poor in the 
global reality. Possess-
ing major hydropower, 
mineral and agricul-
tural resources, Guin-
ea remains drastically 
underdeveloped.

According to the In-
ternational Crisis 
Group, Guinea is in 
danger of  becoming a 
failed state. 

SWEET TEMPERED Guest speaker Judy Shantz discusses temperament 
during the Waterloo Rural Women’s annual Women’s Day at Floradale 
Mennonite Church Feb. 12.
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Our TD Canada Trust Security GIC Plus is an RSP investment to
put your confidence in.

At TD Canada Trust, we know 
the importance you place on 
security when it comes to your 
RSP investments. Which is why 
we offer the Security GIC Plus. 
With a Security GIC Plus, you can
feel confident knowing that your
principal investment is protected 
and that a minimum rate of return is
guaranteed. Unlike most other GICs,

our Security GIC Plus gives you the
potential for even higher returns.
This potential bonus return is linked
to the performance of the S&P/TSX
Banks Index and the S&P/TSX
Capped Utilities Index, over the term
of the GIC.

It all comes down to giving you
the confidence and security you need
when saving for your retirement.

The RSP Confidence Checklist

Guaranteed minimum
return – 8% over 3 years*

Potential for 
higher growth

Your principal is secure

✔

✔

✔

*Equivalent to 2.6% per annum. Security GIC Plus is also available with a five-year term. The principal amount of the Security GIC Plus will be repaid in full at maturity. The total return on the Security GIC Plus
comprises a minimum return and a bonus return, if any, and is subject to a maximum return. The amount of the bonus return on the Security GIC Plus depends upon the change in the S&P/TSX Banks Index
and the S&P/TSX Capped Utilities Index, with a 50% weighting to each index, over the term of the GIC. The maximum return is capped at 15% for a three-year term and capped at 38% for a five-year term.
The minimum return is 8% for a three-year term and 13% for a five-year term, which equates to 2.6% per annum. The maximum return and the minimum return are subject to change at any time but such 
return for a specific GIC purchase is fixed on the date of the purchase. At maturity, the greater of the minimum return or the actual return up to the maximum return will be paid. The minimum principal amount
is $1,000 for non-registered accounts and $500 for RSP accounts. The product is not redeemable prior to maturity. A disclosure statement with complete details of the features of the Security GIC Plus is available
at your local TD Canada Trust branch. The Security GIC Plus product is not sponsored, endorsed, sold or promoted by Standard & Poor's or the Toronto Stock Exchange, and neither makes any representation,
warranty or condition regarding the advisability of investing in this product. S&P is a trade-mark of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. TSX is a trademark of TSX Inc. These marks have been licensed for use by
The Toronto-Dominion Bank.

Thinking about your RSP?
Feel secure knowing we’re here to help.

Call us at 1-866-769-0001 or visit 
tdcanadatrust.com/rspgic by March 1, 2007

WANTED
5 HOMES THAT
NEED ROOFING

5 homes in your area will be given the 
opportunity of having an INTERLOCK 
metal roofing system installed on 
their home at a reasonable cost. 
This lifetime product is capturing 
the interest of homeowners across 
the country who want to know this 
will be the last time they will have 
to re-roof their home. Our product is 
environmentally friendly and comes 
with a lifetime, transferable warranty 
with an excellent choice of colours 
to compliment your home and is 
going to be introduced to your local 
market. Your home can be a show 
place in your neighbourhood and 
we will make it worth your while if 
we can use your home.
Please call James:

1-877-632-1281
Toll-Free 24 hours 7 Days a week 

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

A local not-for-profit or-
ganization promoting 
business interests in 
rural areas was handed 
an $888,000 grant by 
the federal government 
this week. The govern-

Feds invest money in community development
ment funding will help 
support the Wellington 
Waterloo Community 
Futures Development 
Corporation’s (WW-
CFDC) operations over 
the next three years. 

Working with small 
businesses and commu-
nity leaders to help pro-

mote community devel-
opment programs and 
small business growth 
initiatives in rural ar-
eas, the WWCFDC is one 
of  61 such groups across 
the province and one of  
268 in Canada.

The recent government 
handout will help offset 

the general day-to-day 
costs of  running the 
CFDC operation in Elora, 
said government spokes-
person Robert Naud.

“It’s essentially what’s 
allowing them to do busi-
ness. It keeps their doors 
open, it keeps heat in 
their office, it maintains 

the operation of  the cor-
poration for three years,” 
said Naud, communica-
tions officer for FedNor, 
the federal regional de-
velopment organization 
facilitating the grants.

CFDCs across the 
country typically offer 
free-of-charge business 
counselling for new and 
or expanding entrepre-
neurs and businesses, 
research resources, on-
site libraries, advice on 
economic development, 
and investment loans 
for small business ideas 
and proposals. In the last 
two years the Welling-
ton-Waterloo CFDC has 
lent approximately $2.5 
million to 68 starting or 
expanding businesses 
in the region, said Rick 
Whittaker, general man-
ager for the WWCFDC.

“Each community is 
a bit different and we 
work differently in each 
community but with 
the same high level pro-
grams,” said Whittaker. 

A top priority of  the 
WWCFDC this year is 
hiring a community liai-
son person who will work 
to connect local busi-
nesses with community 
events so that the former 
take advantage of  the op-
portunities associated 
with those recreational 
activities. In this area, 
such events include the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Fes-
tival and the Mennonite 
relief  sale. 

“We want to make sure 

that the people coming 
know about all the at-
tractions in the commu-
nity, so we’ll work with 
the event coordinators 
to make sure that there 
is information about all 
of  the businesses in the 
community at the events, 
as well as make sure the 
businesses are aware 
that there may be a lot 
of  people coming,” said 
Whittaker.

A recent goal was con-
ducting focus groups 
with the organization’s 
nine townships and com-
ing up with a strategic 
plan. Such was the case 
in Wellesley.

“One of  the things we 
found was there were 
a lot of  people working 
with volunteer groups 
but the groups didn’t co-
ordinate with each other 
very much, and there 
wasn’t a lot of  coordina-
tion between the volun-
teer groups and the busi-
nesses,” said Whittaker, 
noting that local busi-
nesses often lament the 
fact that, while visitors 
come into town for recre-
ational events, like hock-
ey tourneys or the Apple 
Butter and Cheese Festi-
val, they spend few dol-
lars in local restaurants, 
eateries and stores. 

In Woolwich, working 
with the Buy Local, Buy 
Fresh farm map, the 
Foodlink program, and 
promoting local produce 
are also top priorities for 
the WWCFDC this year.
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**Must be located within Waterloo Region, connected to the municipal water
supply, be replacing 13-litre or larger toilet and be built after 1996.

www.region.waterloo.on.ca/water

• An average family of three saves 180 litres a day, or $125 a year.

• $40 rebates on 6-litre toilets*

• $60 rebates on 3/6-litre dual-flush toilets*

• Save the environment!

It’s costing you every
time you flush!
Replace your old
toilet with  a new
low-flush toilet
and reap
the benefits! 

How much is your old toilet
really costing you?

The Region of Waterloo only provides rebates for toilets on the approved list.
Toilets that make the list must meet minimum performance standards.

For details, including the list of approved toilets, visit our website,
call 519-575-4021, or speak with your local retailer.

DESIREE FINHERT

For grade school chil-
dren the word “roman-
tic” often coincides with 
the word “gross.” Over 
St. Valentine’s Day, noth-
ing is truer.

But when the faculty 
at St. Boniface Catho-
lic School scheduled its 
second annual literacy 
week Feb. 12 to 15, ro-
mance was in the air as 
the theme “For the Love 
of  Reading” took hold. 

“It’s a celebration of  
the love of  reading at 
our school, where we 
all – community, school, 
partners – all of  us are 
working together to in-
stil that love of  reading,” 
principal Al Simoes told 
the Observer.

“By having our visitors 
here, [students] can see 
that reading continues 
in to their occupations 
whether it’s hockey or 
police.”

During the course of  
the week, students in 
Kindergarten through 
Grade 8  had the benefit 
of  various community 
members and authority 
figures reading and tell-

A week for the love of reading
St. Boniface school’s literacy week coincides with romantic holiday

ing them stories.
The push was to en-

courage the students to 
read, not only in class, 
but when they go home, 
and to teach them that 
reading is a necessary 
part of  any job. 

For the 107 students at 
the Maryhill school – 63 
boys to 44 girls – being 
visited by local athletes 
was the greatest Valen-
tine treat.

“We have a large group 
of  boys here in our school 
and not only do we want 
to emphasize that read-
ing continues as you get 
older but also, for our 
boys here, that hockey 
players also read,” said 
the principal. 

Elmira Sugar Kings for-
wards Rob Stewart and 
Jeff  Zippel and defence-
man Cal Myerscough, as 
well as Kitchener Rang-
ers goalie John Murray 
and winger Kevin Hen-
derson attended Tuesday 
morning to read to vari-
ous classrooms. Follow-

ing their short oratory, 
the players were asked 
to detail which high 

schools, universities and 
colleges they were at-
tending and their future 

hockey or career plans.
Students were also vis-

ited by the illustrator 
of  a popular children’s 
hockey book series – 
also with a view to piqu-
ing the boys’ interest in 
reading.

Chuck Temple showed 
students how he devel-
ops the illustrations in 
the Brady Brady books, 
written by Mary Shaw, 
during an afternoon 
workshop Monday.

Hockey icons aside, a 
host of  community fig-
ures attended the week-
long event including 
Cathy Walsh, primary 
junior literacy consul-
tant with the Waterloo 
Catholic District School 
Board, and Const. Mau-
rie Shepherd of  the Wa-
terloo Regional Police 
Service. 

Ojibway storyteller 
Aaron Bell dazzled 
students with stories 
midweek before events 
wrapped up Thursday 
with a school-wide one-
hour reading session. 
From 9 to 10 a.m. paired 
students shared a book 
in their classrooms dur-
ing a unified literacy sit-
in. 

While enjoying the 
many speakers who read 
aloud, the students have 
continued with novel 
studies and assorted 
reading assignments in 
keeping with the board 
curriculum.

The school has even 
displayed its student 
book critiques in its foy-
er, encouraging passing 
students to first read the 
book review and then 
possibly the book itself. 
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PAGE TURNER Elmira Sugar King 
forward Rob Stewart took turns 
reading Where the Red Fern Grows 
with his teammate Feb. 13.

OFF THE ICE Newly acquired Elmira Sugar Kings’ defenceman Cal My-
erscough read Where the Red Fern Grows to Grade 8 students during a 
literacy week event at St. Boniface school Tuesday.

BOOKIES Kitchener Rangers John Murray (left) and Kevin Henderson read to Grade 8 students during St. Boni-
face’s literacy week Feb. 13
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519-669-9299
25 Industrial Dr.  
Unit 6, ELMIRA

As our 
clients
vary, 
so do 
their

results.

www.herbalmagic.ca

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am - 6:00pm;  Saturday 9:00am - 1:00pm

Martin lost 
50 pounds 

and
47 inches!

LOVE 
FOR LIFE

The Weight-loss 
Program You’ll

“Since losing weight I 
have noticed a big 

improvement in how I 
feel about my self and 
my body. I was always 

shy to go swimming or 
take off my shirt in public 

because I was so overweight, 
and I hated shopping for clothes 
because I never liked the way 
anything fit me. Losing weight 
has really 
boosted my 
self-confidence 
and self-esteem 
and clothes feel 
better and fit 
me better than 
ever before. I just feel so much 
more comfortable in my own skin 
than I ever did before.”

MEDIA SPONSORS

w w w . c e n t r e - s q u a r e . c o m

SHUTTLEBUS
SPONSOR

SEASON MEDIA
SPONSOR

SEASON SPONSOR

519 578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener

BROADWAY SERIES
SHOW SPONSOR

SHOW SPONSOR

Centre Star Members Save $3 Groups of 15+ Save 10%

Tickets start at $54 for Matinee, $64 for Evening 
March 8 - 10

1\2pg_joseph_WOB  2/9/07  9:43 AM  Page 1

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Local budding musi-
cians looking to show 
off  some skills will get 
their day in the lime-
light this spring during 
the annual Kiwanis Mu-
sic Festival, Apr. 23-27 at 
Woodside Bible Fellow-
ship in Elmira. Though 
a couple months away, 
the event’s registration 
deadline is Feb. 19 and 
organizers are looking 
to reel in any last-min-
ute stragglers.

“It’s like a music tour-
nament,” said Linda 
Coffey, an Elmira music 
teacher who has been 
involved with the mu-
sic festival for years. 
“It’s a wonderful oppor-
tunity for kids to have a 
fun experience playing 
something they really 
like.”

Participants – soloists, 
duos or ensembles – will 
get a chance to showcase 
their skills and earn 
some kudos, and maybe 
win a prize for top spot 
in the process. 

While prizes are award-
ed for performance, 
the event is more about 
creating an atmosphere 
where young students 
can absorb music in a 
vast array of  styles and 
sounds than it is about 
fostering competition. 
Adjudicators will be on 
hand to assess perfor-
mances, and offer con-
structive criticism to 

Entry deadline 
nears for Kiwanis 
Music Festival

musicians so they may 
learn how to improve 
their playing.

“It’s not about win-
ning, it’s about learn-
ing,” said Coffey.

To help encourage 
parents to enroll their 
children, music teacher 
Jackie Wall highlighted 
some of  the festival’s 
other benefits.

“Music, definitely as a 
supplement, really en-
hances the learning pro-
cess of  other subjects … 
and it’s one of  the few 
things left that people 
actually practice on a 
daily basis,” she said, 
noting that preparation 
for the festival will pro-
vide musicians with a 
goal – a good incentive 
to improve musically.

“This is something that 
people have to work at 
daily. Developing a daily 
discipline is a charac-
ter trait that will help 
them into adult life,” 
she said.

“Music really tran-
scends language … and 
people of  every lan-
guage, they can appreci-
ate it. It’s kind of  like a 
common bond, especial-
ly when you have people 
from different cultures 
experiencing music to-
gether: it’s really quite a 
marvelous binding.”

Locally, festival sylla-
buses and entry forms 
are available at Elmira 
Photo on Arthur Street. 
For more information, 
call 669-3456.
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IN TUNE Local musicians 
Alanna Martin (piano) from 
West Montrose and Janna 
Martin (violin) from Elmira 
will be on hand to perform 
at the Kiwanis Music Fes-
tival in Elmira Apr. 24-27.  
Just as performers are hop-
ing to have fun with the 
event, so too are organiz-
ers.
“More than anything else, 
the club members really 
enjoy the festival because 
when they work the fes-
tival they get to see kids 
from very young to their 
teenage years. We get the 
pleasure of watching these 
kids over a period of time 
grow in talent,” said John 
Chapman, president of the 
Kiwanis Club of Elmira.
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»LAW&ORDER

Roadside test refused, man seeks refueling 

February 7
8:30 AM
Police were called to the scene of 
a collision involving two pickup 
trucks on Arthur Street South, 
near Listowel and Scotch Line 
roads south of Elmira. The two 
trucks were making a left turn 
when the lead truck made a sud-
den stop, and was rear-ended by 
the trailing pickup. There were 
no injuries and only a minor 
amount of damage to both ve-
hicles. No charges were laid.
9:30 AM
A Conestogo Public School stu-
dent observed a green van, the 
subject of recent suspicious en-
counters throughout the area, 
driving near the school. Although 
the driver neither spoke nor 
gestured to anyone, the student 
alerted staff of his presence. Po-
lice are continuing to investigate 
the situation.
9:50 AM
The front plate of a tractor, bear-
ing the marker PS6765, was lost.
10:20 AM
Police were called to the scene of a 
collision at Line 86 and Northfield 
Drive, east of Elmira. A woman 
had been driving her vehicle 
when she lost control and rolled 
over. Trapped inside, the driver 
was freed by emergency crews 
and sent to Grand River Hospital 
where she was treated for minor 
injuries. There were no charges.
12:20 PM
Emergency crews responded to 
a fire at Ament Line and Lichty 
Road near Linwood. No one was 
injured. The exact cause of the 
fire, which seems to have origi-
nated in a paint oven, is still un-
determined, as is the estimated 
value of the damage.
3:25 AM
Police received a report of a 
break-and-enter at Stoltz Sales 
and Service on Line 86, west of 

»

During a RIDE pro-
gram near Arthur 
Street North and 
Church Street in 
Elmira Feb 9 at 11:15 
p.m., a young man in 
his twenties driving a 
pickup truck refused 
to provide a breath 
sample for the road-
side screening device 
and was charged for 
failing to provide said 
sample. After receiv-
ing the court docu-
ment, the man pro-
ceeded to tear it up in 
front of  the officer. As 
the tow truck driver 
departed with his ve-
hicle, the man was 
seen entering the Cen-
tral Tavern. 

Elmira. Though a window was 
broken nothing was taken. The 
investigation continues.
7:30 AM
Another break-and-enter, this 
time at a home under construc-
tion on Muscovey Drive in Elmira, 
was reported. This time, howev-
er, a $1,000 furnace was stolen, 
as were $1,500 worth of tools. 
The estimated value of the dam-
age to the building was pegged 
at $2,000. There are currently no 
suspects, although police are con-
tinuing the investigation.

February 8
8:00 AM
 Police were called to yet another 
collision at Listowel Road near 
Elmira. Although the collision 
involved a horse-drawn buggy 
and a car, no injuries, to humans 
or animals, were reported. The 
driver of the motor vehicle ap-
pears to have lost control of the 
vehicle, spinning into the other 
lane and colliding with the bug-
gy on the shoulder of the road. 
Because of the icy road condi-
tions no charges were laid.
9:50 AM
Police were called to Herrgott 
and Temperance roads near Wal-
lenstein, where a  northbound 
vehicle slipped over a patch of 
icy roadway, hit a snow bank 
on the east side of the road, spun 
180 degrees and subsequently 
ended up on the western portion 
of the roadway.
11:00 AM
A young male was dealt with 
under the Youth Criminal Justice 
Act after he broke the door at a 
variety store on Church Street 
West in Elmira. The young man, 
denied a pack of cigarettes, left 
in anger, slamming the door 
behind him so hard that it shat-
tered. 
11:45 PM
A collision brought police to 
Manser Road and Schummer 

»

Line, near Linwood. One driver 
had been travelling eastbound on 
Schummer Line when, approach-
ing a stop sign, they attempted to 
stop, skidded and slid through a 
stop sign rear-ending another ve-
hicle. There were no injuries and 
a moderate amount of damage. 
No charges were laid.
1:30 PM
Two vehicles were involved in 
a collision near 3415 Herrgott 
Road, south of Hawkesville, 
when one of the vehicles north-
bound on Herrgott went through 
a ‘whiteout’ while attempting to 
turn into a private driveway and 
was struck by the southbound 
vehicle on Herrgott. One vehicle 
sustained extensive front end 
damage, while the other was 
only minimally damaged. There 
were no injuries or charges.
4:00 PM
A Wellesley female teenager 
reported to police that she had  
for a period of time received ha-
rassing phone calls from an un-
known male. Due to the content 
of the conversations, police are 
using several resources to track 
down the caller. The investiga-
tion continues. 
5:30 PM
Police responded to an accident 
at Northfield Drive East near 
Jiggs Hollow Road. While con-
ducting an investigation into 
this accident, the police officer 
observed a dark-coloured SUV 
strike a guardrail and depart be-
fore the officer could finish the 
initial accident report. However, 
evidence was found on the scene 
and has been turned over to the 
hit-and-run branch of the Water-
loo Regional Police Service. The 
investigation continues.
7:00 PM 
A van hauling a utility trailer 
was blown off the road by strong 
winds in the area of Line 86 and 
Sloman Lane in Wellesley Town-
ship. The trailer took out several 
mailboxes before coming to a 

stop in a ditch. The van suffered 
damage on its right side. Because 
of the severe weather conditions, 
no charges were laid. 

February 9
6:00 PM
 A minivan and a small compact 
car were involved in a collision 
at Snyder Avenue South near 
the Elmira Arena. One of the ve-
hicles struck a stop sign after the 
collision. There were no major 
injuries. One driver was charged 
with ‘fail to yield.’ One vehicle 
sustained moderate damage, the 
other minor.

February 10
1:30 AM
Police responded to the scene of 
an industrial accident at a South 
Field Drive business in Elmira. A 
female worker tripped and fell, 
struck her tailbone and began 
experiencing pain in her hips and 
right leg. She was taken to the 
hospital and treated for minor 
injuries. The Ministry of Labour 
was not contacted as she had 
been working in a safe manner. 
3:30 PM
Police responded to the scene of 
a collision at Arthur Street North 
and Sandy Hills Drive in Wool-
wich Township. One vehicle 

»

»

driving westbound on Sandy 
Hills attempted a southbound 
turn onto Arthur Street and col-
lided with a southbound vehicle. 
No charges were pressed due to 
the adverse weather conditions 
and poor visibility. One driver 
was taken to the hospital by am-
bulance and treated for minor 
injuries. 
4:30 PM
A driver crashed through a 
guardrail on Arthur Street South 
near Elmira. There were no inju-
ries and no charges were laid. 

February 11
8:30 AM
Waterloo regional police con-
ducted a snowmobile patrol 
on Feb. 10 and 11. Local trails 
were patrolled and checkpoints 
were set up throughout the 
area. Snowmobile drivers were 
stopped and asked to produce 
appropriate documentation. Ap-
proximately 150 snowmobiles 
were checked, and only one 
person decided not to stop. A 
number of charges are pending, 
including several $100 fines. 

8:30 AM
Police received reports of prop-
erty damage to buildings in the 
town of Floradale concerning 
graffiti. The vandalism appears 
to have been inflicted between 
12 p.m. on Feb. 10 and 8:30 a.m. 
the following morning. Graffiti 
was discovered on a number of 
commercial buildings and street 
signs. The total estimated value 
of the damage is $3,000. Anyone 
with information regarding these 
incidents is asked to call Water-
loo Regional Police Division 3 at 
519-653-7700 extension 3399 or 
crime stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.
1:00 PM
Police were called to the scene of 
a vehicle rollover at 5961 Line 86, 
near Ariss. The driver of the ve-
hicle sustained no injuries despite 
having lost control of the vehicle, 
hitting a snowdrift, rolling over 
and coming to a halt at the side of 
the road. Damage was moderate.

»

3:00 PM
Police were informed by sev-
eral passers-by of a vehicle roll-
over on Lobsinger Line, west of 
Kressler Road, near Heidelberg. 
The driver sustained no injuries, 
but when police arrived he was 
charged with ‘fail to produce 
insurance card,’ ‘improper tires 
(bald)’ and ‘no validation per-
mit.’ 
4:00 PM
Police on a snowmobile patrol 
travelling on a local trail in 
the area of Kressler Road and 
Boomer Line discovered a stolen 
snowmobile abandoned at the 
bottom of a hill. The investiga-
tion continues. 
6:30 PM
Police were called to yet another 
rollover at the roundabout at 
Arthur Street South and Sawmill 
Road. There were no injuries and 
due to the adverse weather con-
ditions, no charges were laid. 

February 12
1:00 AM
Police were called to the scene of 
a crash at Lichty Road and Line 
86 in Wellesley Township. A 
black Pontiac Sunfire had rolled 
over after the driver lost control 
and crashed into a guardrail, 
ending up in a ditch. No injuries 
were sustained, and no charges 
were laid. 
8:00 AM
Police responded to the scene 
of a motor vehicle collision at 
Hidden Acres Line and New 
Jerusalem Road, in Woolwich 
Township. The first vehicle, 
northbound on New Jerusalem 
Road, lost control and crashed 
with a southbound vehicle. 
There were no charges laid. 
10:15 AM
In conjunction with the fire de-
partment, police attended the 
scene of a fire at 63 Union St. 
in Elmira. Workers were evacu-
ated safely and there were no 
injuries. The cause and value of 
the damage caused by the fire 
remain undetermined; the inves-
tigation continues. 
5:00 PM
Police were called to the scene of 
a motor-vehicle accident at the 
roundabout at Arthur Street and 
Sawmill Road. Damage to both 
vehicles was minimum. One 
driver was charged with ‘fail 
to have insurance card’ and the 
other was charged with ‘fail to 
yield to traffic on through high-
way.’ There were no injuries. 

February 13
11:30 AM
A number of cameras were re-
ported missing from a display 
case from the Home Hardware 
on Church Street in Elmira. The 
investigation continues. 

»

»
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Wrong turn

A bit of haze over Union Street

A BAD SIGN Slippery road conditions at the intersection of Arthur Street 
and Listowel Road in Elmira led to this Chevrolet Cavalier ending up on 
the centre island Feb. 14. The sign was replaced later that day. No one 
was injured.

SMOKE BREAK Elmira firefighters responded to a small fire at a Union Street business Monday. No one was 
injured. The cause of the incident remains unknown.
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Bills that’ll bring water to your eyes

“You’ll still be paying less for water than most people pay for cable 
TV every month.”

Even without the current crisis in Guinea, the Elmira missionaries 
would have their work cut out for them in the Muslim nation: life 
expectancy - 49.5 yrs; median age: 17.7 yrs; literacy rate: 35.9%.

The World Fact BookRegional Chair Ken Seiling looks to put water rate hikes in perspective. 
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Woolwich residents are no strangers to 
large increases in the price of  water – the 
township has been hiking rates to reflect 
changes in provincial rules.

Using a 10-year forecast, the township 
has been working to bring its fees in line 
with provincial legislation demanding so-
called full cost pricing and accounting. 
Essentially, funds needed for the water 
and sewage systems should come from 
consumers. Woolwich adopted this focus 
a few years ago, causing its rates to skew 
well above some neighbouring municipal-
ities – residents here pay twice as much 
as customers in Guelph, for instance.

Now, with Waterloo Region looking at 
significant jumps in its costs, you can ex-
pect some of  those expenses to show up 
on your municipal water bill. Since Wool-
wich buys its water from the upper tier, 
any increase in the wholesale water rate 
must be dealt with locally.

Currently working on its 2007 budget, the 
region is forecasting an 11-per-cent hike 
in its rates, climbing to $214 a year for 
the average household versus $192 for wa-
ter supply and sewage treatment in 2006. 
Over the next five or six years, that rate 
could essentially double to almost $400, 
reaching $470 by the end of  a planned 

10-year capital investment cycle. Major 
work is needed to deal with aging infra-
structure and to accommodate growth in 
the region.

The extent of  the regional rate hikes 
remains to be seen. The same is true of  
municipal reaction to those wholesale 
rate increases. Woolwich buys services 
from the region, but councillors here will 
ultimately decide how to incorporate the 
hikes into the bills received by local cus-
tomers – the bill, after all, has Woolwich’s 
name on it.

However, necessary or not, increases do 
not play well with the public, the people 
who have been digging deeper into their 
pockets to pay for water. Part of  the prob-
lem, of  course, stems from a public per-
ception that takes water for granted. As 
well, there is a growing contingent of  
users who rely on bottled water, filtra-
tion systems and other alternatives given 
their distrust of  municipal systems. For 
these people, the increases may seem 
even more galling.

We’re paying more, but receiving noth-
ing more in return – at least not much that 
we can see. To the contrary, the quality of  
the water from an aesthetic and taste per-
spective appears to be growing worse all 

the time, prompting the aforementioned 
use of  bottled water.

While we can’t see where our cash is 
going, Woolwich and all other Ontario 
municipalities have been incurring in-
creased costs due to government rules, 
much of  it knee-jerk reaction to what 
happened in Walkerton. For communities 
with safe drinking water, the extra layer 
of  red tape has served only to boost costs, 
with no effect on the product that pours 
out of  our taps.

Regulations governing water testing 
– warranted or not – have helped boost 
costs, but nothing like the infrastructure 
upgrades that will be needed in the com-
ing years. Again, some of  those are the 
fault of  the province, which has changed 
the way municipalities must handle water 
and sewage. The province hands out rules 
but no money, leaving the municipalities 
responsible for passing on the costs to its 
residents.

The bottom line is you’ll be paying more 
this year and every year for the foresee-
able future, essentially forking out more 
money while running in place. And just 
wait until growth demands a pipeline to 
service our water-poor region. Have your 
chequebooks handy.
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»DR. FOTH | ALLEN FOTHERINGHAM

Trouble brewing under Mexico’s beautiful blue skies

»HARD TALK | RAFE MAIR

E-mail flaming MLA was a damn fool. So what?

»LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Bob wasn’t really “right” 
when you look at his words

See UNCLE »12

Uncle Bob at home on the 
web with porn and gambling

See MAIR »12

C U E R N AVA C A , 
M e x i c o — D e s p i t e 
the 84 degrees F., de-
spite the delights of  
the swimming pool, 
there is trouble in 
paradise.

It’s hard to com-
plain from this 
pleasant town of  

some one million, at 5,000 feet high be-
tween Mexico City (the world’s largest 
city, with a population of  26 million) 
and the lush resort of  Acapulco on the 
Pacific shore, once the retreat of  all 
the Hollywood stars.

It’s the place Hernando Cortes, the 
Spanish explorer, selected for his pal-
ace. That’s after his fleet of  11 ships 
crossed the Atlantic, following one 
Christopher Columbus who, as we 
know, discovered the Caribbean is-
lands in 1492.

Cortes, having conquered Cuba, 
reached the shores of  Mexico, then the 
capital of  the Western world, with 400 
men and 17 horses. It was Nov. 18, 1519. 
He was just 24 years of  age.

He faced off  in Mexico City with the 
Aztec king, Montezuma, who, taken 
hostage, was dead within a year. Cor-
tes’ forces killed some 15,000 native In-

dians in their sweep across the length 
of  Mexico in search of  that fabled gold, 
supposedly hidden in the mountains.

His palace here is now a museum, 
filled with stunning murals – revenge 
is the best dessert – by Mexico’s finest 
artists throughout history.

So much for yesterday’s bad guys. To-
day, we have larger problems, a lovely 
country trapped in the middle of  two 
conflicts between supply and demand 
– the United States to the north and 
South America to the south.

One country – supposedly the most 
sophisticated realm on the globe – has 
an insatiable demand for drugs. Poor 
nations down south grow the stuff  and 
feed their economies on it. Innocent 
Mexico is the conduit to smuggle the 
junk into the Yankee mouths. Or nos-
es. Wherever it goes.

Last week, in a story that pushed 
even Anna Nicole Smith off  the front-
page headlines, eight guys dressed in 
military uniforms walked in brazen 
daylight into the office of  police in-
vestigators in Acapulco and asked  if  
those inside had any weapons, and 
would they hand them over.

Request obliged, they then shot and 
killed five police and two female secre-
taries. They were seen later, dumping 

their fake uniforms and fleeing wear-
ing T-shirts and shorts.

In another situation, two women got 
caught in the crossfire and were shot 
in the legs in their hotel lobby.  And 
then there is the Canadian boy who 
was killed in front of  a disco nightclub. 
(The Mexicans have another version).

This was just after newly-elected 
President Felipe Calderon had sent 
7,000 troops into the Acapulco area in 
an attempt to calm the wars between 
the Sinaloa and Gulf  drug cartels, 
both of  which have tried to corrupt lo-
cal police.

The problem, as always, is the porous 
Mexican-U.S. border, where all the co-
caine from Columbia makes its way 
to California and Arizona and thence 
beyond. To the cocktail parties in New 
York or wherever.

The solution? Dubya Bush thought 
he had it, with a threat to erect an 
electrified fence across his entire 
southern border – accompanied (post 
9/11)  by plans to put heavily-armed 
patrol boats on the American side of  
the Great Lakes to guard against those 
suspicious Canadians. A goofy idea 
that thankfully was quickly shot down 
by innocent boaters and fishermen.

The problem, says Gabriel Padilla Maya, 

is that “Americans don’t like to work.”
Gabriel, a friend of  several years, 

is chief-of-staff  to Mexico’s Minister 
of  Agriculture, a handsome 36-year-
old civil servant who has survived 
the transition from the disappointing 
reign of  president Vincente Fox, the 
former head of  Coca-Cola Mexico who 
ran out of  gas in his six-year term.

What Gabriel means is that the rea-
son there are 10 million illegal Mexi-
can immigrants in California is that 
the Californians don’t want to cut their 
own lawns, or pick up the garbage, or 
do the junk jobs in hamburger joints 
for little pay – far more than the Mexi-
cans could earn at home. 

Mexico, for all its charms, has a 
strange problem. By its constitution, 
each president is allowed only one six-
year term. Which has resulted in there 
not being a president, until now, who 
has not been a millionaire on leaving.

Which is why the country – until 2000 
– was ruled by one party (somewhat 
like our dear Liberals) for 70 consecu-
tive years, the strangely-named PRI, as 
in “People’s Revolutionary.”

New President Calderon, slightly to 
the left, was elected very narrowly. 
And now the police are shooting the 
police. Good luck, amigo.

Evidently, the code 
of  conduct for B.C. 
cabinet ministers 
has the penalties 
in inverse order of  
seriousness of  the 
deed.

Bill Bennett (not 
the former premier 
Bill Bennett, but 

the MLA for East Kootenay) resigned 
recently because he was rude – indeed 
very rude – to a constituent in an e-
mail. Apparently Mr. Bennett has dis-
played this temper before.

In this letter, Mr. Bennett, amongst 
other things, said, “I am not about to 
take that kind of  bulls**t from some-
one who, for all I know, is up here as 
an American spy who is actually inter-
ested in helping the U.S. create a park 
in the Flathead.” (The Flathead being 
in Mr. Bennett’s riding, and he wants 
mines, whereas his correspondent 
wants parks).

Let’s analyze this behaviour and look 
at some precedents.

Bennett was a damned fool, but since 
when did that disqualify one from cab-
inet? Indeed, looking at how this and 

previous cabinets behave, one might 
have thought that being a “damned 
fool” was a condition precedent to be-
ing appointed. (Excepting the ones I 
was in, of  course.)

Clearly Mr. Bennett did not appreci-
ate how e-mails spread; however, near-
ly all documents in government get 
spread about. I remember the “real” 
Bill Bennett, the Socred premier, tell-
ing a cabinet of  which I was a member, 
“Mark your documents SUPER CON-
FIDENTIAL to ensure their widest 
possible circulation.” That said, Mr. 
Bennett had to know that the most pri-
vate of  e-mails don’t stay that way for 
long – especially if  there’s some sala-
cious stuff  for the wonderful world of  
politics.

Mr. Bennett was very rude but that’s 
surely between him and his constitu-
ents. The remedy is an apology. Many 
years ago, when I represented Ka-
mloops in the legislature and was a 
cabinet minister, I was faced with a Dr. 
Bob Woollard in Clearwater, in my rid-
ing, who was leading a group opposed 
to uranium mining. I publicly called 
him “red as a baboon’s ass” and other 
similar pleasantries, and I had a very 

angry citizenry to deal with.
Determining that Dr. Woollard was 

more popular in Clearwater than I 
was, I convened a public meeting – they 
came from far and wide – and I apolo-
gized without reservation to the good 
doctor. I knew that my problem wasn’t 
with Mr. Bennett (the real one) but my 
constituents.

Incidentally, Dr. Woollard and I met 
later and there were laughs and no 
hard feelings.

Let’s look at how the current govern-
ment regards matters of  sin.

When the current premier was nailed 
for impaired driving (very impaired 
I might add) and had his jail photo-
graph on the front pages of  Canadian 
newspapers – when he made a fool of  
himself  and embarrassed the entire 
province – he, sitting in judgment of  
his own conduct, decided there was no 
political forfeit to pay. Clearly he was 
not to be judged by the standards he 
demanded of  NDP cabinet ministers 
when he was in Opposition. (His sniv-
elling, cowardly excuse that he was 
on private time is nothing short of  
idiotic. Had Mr. Bennett robbed a store 
“off  duty,” would he be excused? Or 

is it only Hawaii where he could steal 
and stay in cabinet? Campbell excuses 
himself  by saying that he was re-elect-
ed – surely that says that Mr. Bennett 
ought to have been granted the same 
privilege!)

Let’s return for a moment to Premier 
Campbell and have a look at the amaz-
ing case of  Doug Walls from Prince 
George.

Mr. Walls had been put in charge of  
$65 million to be spent by the Ministry 
of  Children and Family Development. 
Around the same time, Mr. Walls was 
under investigation by the RCMP 
and special Crown prosecutor Josiah 
Woods for fraud and forgery. When 
ace muckraker (a compliment, inci-
dentally) Sean Holman decided to find 
out how Mr. Walls could have been ap-
pointed, he discovered that Walls was 
a very prominent Liberal. With Sean’s 
ongoing and painstaking research, I 
joined in.

The question, inherited from Water-
gate, was, what did the premier know 
and when did he know it?

The answers went something like 
this: I’ve never heard of  the guy; his 

To the Editor,
Thanks for moving Uncle Bob to the 

Internet to join online gambling and 
porn sites where he belongs.  I’ve al-
ways enjoyed the Woolwich Observer 
with the exception of  that one column. 
Now maybe I won’t need to worry 
about my children being exposed to 
hate and fear mongering when read-
ing the local paper. 

I’m sure there are a lot more people 
like myself  who are glad to wave fare-
well. There have been a number of  

occasions when I’ve been tempted to 
write a letter of  complaint, but I’m far 
happier being able to write this letter 
of  appreciation.

Leon Kehl
Floradale

To the Editor,
Uncle Bob’s gone? What a crying 

shame. 
It’s cute how the Observer’s only 

right-of-centre “journalist” had such 
a provincial way of  communicatin’, 
while the left was represented by such 

a slick and intelligent writer as com-
munist Scott Piatkowski. 

Maybe it’s time to give a lefty the sim-
pleton role and get a well-spoken jour-
nalist in as your right-wing poster-per-
son. Rest assured the intellectual right 
saw right through your ploy. 

Though I am not predisposed to be-
lieving in conspiracy theories, I sus-
pect Uncle Bob may actually be a card-
carrying Communist Party member, 
secretly attends the Unitarian Church 
with Piatkowski, and gives frequent-
ly to the Michael Moore foundation. 
Shame on you, Bob!

Marinus Veenman
Hawkesville

To the Editor,
So, Uncle Bob has been banned to the 

Internet. He is in good company there.  
It’s a haven for bigots, racists, haters 
and misguided folk, among others. 

However, on occasion Uncle Bob 
made some sense in his social com-
ments and wishing the good ol’ days 
back. And with freedom of  expression 
alive and well in this country he can 
say whatever he wants. 

Of  course there are some taboos of  
which he steered clear. At least those 

Any kind of public forum 
for Uncle Bob is a shame
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“Oh, way too much. I had 
no complaints the way it 
was before.”

Sharon Abel

Now that winter is finally here, have we had too much of a good thing?

“I love the winter. It makes 
me feel Canadian. No, 
we’ve not. I love it.”

John Swatridge

“Not yet, we need more 
snow for skiing. But the 
cold can go.”

Josh Loft

“Depends on the day, on 
whether I have to leave the 
house and go to school”

Jacqueline Garneau

»THE VIEW FROM HERE | SCOTT ARNOLD

LOOKING TO INFLUENCE WOOLWICH’S DECISION, ARENA USER GROUPS 
COME UP WITH A HOME-COOKED CHOICE FOR COUNCILLORS.

Mair: Since when is 
being a fool reason 
to stay out of office?

No fan of  change, Uncle 
Bob is coping with it as 
best he can online. There 
you’ll find all the same 
reasons to love him, hate 
him, love yourself  for 
hating him or hate your-
self  for loving him.

Gone. Sort of...

» From page 11

Uncle Bob: name 
the writer
» From page 11

See ENVIRONMENT »13

www.woolwichobserver.com

that are illegal. Now, my 
main objection to giv-
ing Uncle Bob a public 
forum, be it on the Inter-
net or in the paper, is his 
anonymity. 

I believe it is poor 
editorial policy to have 
anyone express an opin-
ion without signing his 
name to it. “Uncle Bob” 
just isn’t good enough.

Dietrich H. Look
Kitchener

To the Editor,
I’ve been in the pub-

lishing industry for 
the past 26 years and 
have had the plea-
sure of  reading a lot 
of  publications from 
across Canada – the 
Observer is one of  
the best papers I have 
come across. 

The staff  at the Ob-
server was not afraid 
to lay the information  
out there and let the 
readers makeup their 
own minds about the 
subject, love it, hate 
it, agree or disagree. 
We will not all  agree 
on all things. That 
is what makes Uncle 
Bob’s column so good. 

Yes, you will get a 
certain number of  
readers voicing their 

thoughts on the style, 
content and grammar. 
His opinions are on 
events that are around 
us everyday. Things that 
we may think about but 
are too worried about 
being politically correct 
to say, he comes right out 
and puts in print. 

I read a letter from Car-
ol Easton, Kings County, 
Nova Scotia, in your 
Feb. 10 issue. She left no 
doubt that she is not a 
fan of  Uncle Bob. Again, 
her opinion only. Uncle 
Bob has his opinion on 
life and things as he 
sees it. They both have 
the right to disagree. I 
read Uncle Bob’s column 
every week; do I agree 
with all that he writes? 
No. I read it because it 
is a good community 

column and, believe it or 
not Carol Easton, some 
people can see the hu-
mour and intent in the 
writing. Apparently you 
are not one of  them. 

Over my 26 years in this 
business I have found 
that a columnist that 
readers love to disagree 
with or, heaven forbid, 
may disagree with some 
people’s mindset are 
often called boorish, 
bigots, uninformed or 
vulgar. That she wrote a 
letter to the editor slam-
ming the column proves 
that Uncle Bob’s writing 
actually works: it made 
her think. 

I believe this column is 
written with the intent 
to provoke thought and 
reaction. 

The last time I looked 

we still had the right 
to have an opinion 
on whatever subject 
piques our interest. 

I believe Uncle Bob 
should be reinstated 
to the pages of  the 
Observer: let the read-
ers who like him read 
his column; those who 
don’t can simply pass 
it by. 

To my fellow Nova 
Scotian, Carol Easton, 
lighten up and get a 
life. Try reading the 
column for what it is. 
Look past the words 
and read it for the 
content, and realize 
it is there to make 
you think. Love it or 
hate it, at least you’re 
thinking.

Tom MacLean
Truro, Nova Scotia

In defense of Bob: reinstate column
To the Editor,
Kudos to Richard Bran-

son, British billionaire, 
for putting his money 
where his mouth is when 
dealing with conditions 
in our atmosphere. By 
announcing a US$25-mil-
lion award for the envi-
ronmental equivalent of  
the X-Prize, he is tapping 
into the one proven mo-
tivator to private enter-
prise innovation: profit. 

Rather than relying 
on governments (whose 
economic interventions 
most resemble “dead 
hand” suffocation), he is 
counting on individual 
initiative and imagina-
tion to carry the day. 
Whether or not anyone 
succeeds in earning this 
award, it is just as likely 
that numerous and bene-

wife may be my wife’s 
cousin but she has so 
many I can’t keep track; 
oh yes, I did meet Mr. 
Walls once or twice; yes, 
come to think on it, I 
did stay with Mr. Walls 
when I was in Prince 
George. By golly, you’re 
right, I did go all the way 
to Prince George to lease 
a car from Mr. Walls’ car 
dealership.

Now, one must acknowl-
edge that this farce did 
bring about some ac-
tion by the premier – he 
forced the minister, Gor-
don Hogg, to run up on 
his own sword.

Back to Mr. Bennett. 
Why was the premier 
so quick to accept his 
resignation? Did Mr. 
Campbell in fact ask for 
his resignation? What’s 
the real story here? It 
can’t be just that Mr. 
Bennett was rude, for 
his replacement, Kevin 
Kruger, whose insults, 
manifold malapropisms 
and ignorant state-

ments long ago estab-
lished him as the pro-
vincial windbag, can 
scarcely be seen as less 
bombastic and verbally 
inept than Bennett.

We now know this. Un-
der Campbell’s rules of  
conduct, apparently, be-
ing rude to a constituent 
calls for a resignation 
where drunk driving, 
mug shots in the papers 
and public disgrace is 
quite acceptable and 
does not bring the pre-
mier’s office into disre-
pute.

However one might feel 
about rudeness, it would 
seem a bit much to see 
the rude one judged by a 
man who had disgraced 
himself, his government 
and the people of  Brit-
ish Columbia, and then 
pronounced himself  in-
nocent of  any wrongdo-
ing that would call for 
resignation.

This is not a govern-
ment that’s lost its mor-
al compass: it never had 
one in the first place.

The nasty side 
effects of tackling 
global warming

Letters.
If you put enough of 
them together you 
make words, then 
sentences, then para-
graphs... add some 
opinion, a signature 
and send it on in!
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Environment: 
warm fuzzies for 
us, means even 
more suffering

»INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS | GWYNNE DYER

Climate change means we’ve got a new job

POWERHOUSEPOWERHOUSE
THE

A DIVISION OF MORAN MOTORSPORTS MARKETING

GAS GENERATORS

GAS WATER PUMPS

GAS MOTORS

WHOLESALE PRICES

1 YEAR WARRANTY

DIESEL GENERATORS

DIESEL WATER PUMPS

DIESEL MOTORS

PARTS & SERVICE

KITCHENER DEPOT

WHOLESALE DIRECT

ASK ABOUT OUR SATURDAY A.M. WAREHOUSE SALES!!!
Coming February 17 | March 3 | March 10, 2007

CALL ROD AT 519.212.6133

2 inch Gasoline 
Water Pump

6.5hp LT200Q motor
Only 53lbs, Tools & 
hardware kit - N.P.T.

ONLY
$249.95

3 inch Gasoline 
Water Pump

6.5hp LT200Q motor
Only 99lbs, Tools & 
hardware kit - N.P.T.

ONLY
$269.95

6500watt Gas 
Generator

13hp motor - 8hour run time
H.D. Wheel Kit & Battery

Electric Start - Hour Metre

ONLY
$995.95

Twenty-eight years 
ago, when we knew 
very little about the 
way human activi-
ties affect global cli-
mate, independent 
scientist James 
Lovelock warned 
that the sheer scale 
of  human activities 

threatened to destabilize the homoeo-
static system that keeps the Earth’s 
climate within a comfortable range for 
our kind of  life, the system he named 
“Gaia.” 
“We shall have to tread carefully,” he 
said, “to avoid the cybernetic disasters 
of  runaway positive feedback or sus-
tained oscillation.”

Then he said something that has 
stuck in my mind ever since.  If  we 
overwhelm the natural systems that 
keep the climate stable, Lovelock pre-
dicted, then we would “wake up one 
morning to find that [we] had the per-
manent lifelong job of  planetary main-
tenance engineer. … The ceaseless in-
tricate task of  keeping all the global 
cycles in balance would be ours. Then 
at last we should be riding that strange 
contraption, the ‘spaceship Earth,’ and 
whatever tamed and domesticated bio-

sphere remained would indeed be our 
‘life support system.’”

I have a nasty feeling that we are al-
most there. The years have passed, 
our numbers and our emissions have 
grown – have almost doubled since 
1979, in fact – and the crisis is now 
upon us.

The fourth assessment of  the In-
tergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change says that global temperature 
rises of  between two degrees and 4.5 
degrees Celsius are almost inevitable 
in the course of  this century – but 
much higher increases of  six degrees 
C or even more cannot be ruled out.

The IPCC reports are produced by 
some 2,000 of  the world’s leading cli-
mate scientists, nominated by their 
various national governments, and 
they operate by consensus, so any pre-
dictions they make are likely to err on 
the conservative side. And they say the 
argument is over: “It is highly likely 
[greater than 95 per cent probability] 
that the warming observed during the 
past half  century cannot be explained 
without external forcing [i.e. human 
activity].” 

Indeed, the sum of  solar and volcanic 
influences on the system ought to be 
producing global cooling right now, if  it 

were not for the human factor.
It’s already worse than you think, the 

IPCC reports, because the sulphate par-
ticles that pollute the upper atmosphere 
as a result of  human industrial activ-
ity are acting as a kind of  sunscreen: 
without them, the average global tem-
perature would already be 0.8 degrees 
C higher. And the report goes on to talk 
about killer heat waves, more and bigger 
tropical storms, melting glaciers and 
rising sea levels – but it doesn’t really 
get into the worst implication of  major 
global heating: mass starvation. 

If  the global average temperature rises 
by 4.5 degrees C, shifting rainfall pat-
terns will bring perpetual drought to 
most of  the world’s major breadbaskets 
(the north Indian plain, the Chinese 
river valleys, the U.S. Midwest, the Nile 
watershed), and reduce global food pro-
duction by 25 to 50 per cent.  If  it goes to 
six degrees C, we lose most of  our food 
production worldwide.

The world’s six and a half  billion peo-
ple currently produce just about enough 
food to keep everybody alive (although 
it is so unevenly shared out that some of  
us don’t stay alive). Any major reduction 
in food production means mass migra-
tions, war, and mass death. It is getting 
very serious.

Obviously, the main part of  the solu-
tion must be to reduce our greenhouse 
gas emissions and stop destabilizing the 
climate, but we are probably not going 
to be able to get them down far enough, 
fast enough, to avoid catastrophe. Short-
term technological fixes to keep the 
worst from happening while we work at 
getting emissions down would be very 

welcome, and a variety are now on offer. 
But they are all controversial.

Bring back nuclear power generation 
on a huge scale, and stop generating 
electricity by burning fossil fuels.  Fill 
the upper atmosphere with even more 
sulphate particles (you could just dose 
jet fuel with one-half  per cent sulphur) 
to thicken the sunscreen effect. Scrub 
carbon out of  the air by windmill-like 
machines that capture and sequester 
it. Seed clouds over the ocean with at-
omized sea-water to make them whiter 
and more reflective. Float a fleet of  tiny 
aluminium balloons in the upper atmo-
sphere to reflect sunlight or orbit a gi-
ant mirror in space between the Earth 
and the Sun to do the same job.

The purists hate it, and insist that we 
can do it all by conserving energy and 
shifting to non-carbon energy sources. 
In the long run, of  course, they are 
right, but we must survive the short 
term if  we ever hope to see the long 
run, and that may well require short-
term techno-fixes. Welcome to the job 
of  planetary maintenance engineer.

We won’t like the job a bit, but Love-
lock stated our remaining options elo-
quently 28 years ago. If  the consump-
tion of  energy continues to increase, 
he wrote, we face “the final choice of  
permanent enslavement on the prison 
hulk of  spaceship Earth, or gigadeath 
to enable the survivors to restore a Ga-
ian world.” 

Maybe in a couple of  centuries the hu-
man race will be able to restore the nat-
ural cycles and give up the job again, 
but it won’t happen in our lifetimes, or 
our children’s either.

around for cheaper al-
ternatives. They found 
what they were looking 
for with white maize, so 
they switched. Increased 
demand, increased 
price. Good for white 
maize producers. Unfor-
tunately, white maize is 
the staple food product 
for millions of  Mexico’s 
poor, and now their most 
basic food is being priced 
out of  reach.

So while rich Ameri-
cans and Canadians get 
warm, green fuzzies 
pumping cleaner fuel 
into their gas-guzzling 
SUVs, the poor of  Mex-
ico get poorer or starve. 
Can someone explain to 
me how ethanol is sup-
posed to make the world 
a better place?

Canadians have been 
telling pollsters that they 
believe it’s important to 
cut GHGs. But I don’t re-
ally believe these polls. 
Not because I think the 
questions are rigged, but 
because I don’t believe 
the answers. If  the time 
should come that sales of  
SUVs and pickups for per-
sonal use plummet to zero, 
then I will believe that Ca-
nadians truly do want to 
cut GHG emissions.

Until we all demonstrate 
with our daily decisions 
that we are willing to 
make the necessary and 
painful sacrifices to cut 
our emissions, then all 
of  our advocacy to “save 
the environment” is just 
a load of  hot air.

Alan Findlay
Elmira

ficial new processes will 
still be discovered and 
developed that will lead 
to cleaner air.

My one hope is that 
the resulting discover-
ies do not take on the 
same character as some 
of  the recent initia-
tives that have tried to 
clean up the emissions 
that are clogging our 
atmosphere. The cur-
rent craze for biofuels is 
creating some perverse 
and predictably negative 
consequences, yet gov-
ernments continue to 
encourage and subsidize 
this industry. Earlier 
this month there were 
two articles published 
that illustrate how gov-
ernment intervention 
locally is making things 
worse globally.

The Taipei Times re-
ported on a Dutch initia-
tive to encourage elec-
tric power generators to 
run on palm oil, through 
the use of  subsidies. The 
plan succeeded in con-
verting many generators 
to palm oil, greatly re-
ducing green house gas 
(GHG) emissions in Eu-
rope. But the global re-
sult is as predictable as it 
is sad. The increased de-
mand for palm oil natu-
rally led to an increase in 
the price of  this biofuel. 
Creating palm oil there-

fore became much more 
lucrative, and in order to 
meet demand the palm 
oil plantations of  Indo-
nesia expanded rapidly 
– clearing (by burning) 
vast tracts of  rainforest 
and peatlands. 

In short order, Indo-
nesia leapt into third 
place (after the U.S. and 
China) as the biggest 
contributor of  GHGs in 
the world. According to 
the Kyoto guidelines, In-
donesia is allowed to do 
this without penalty or 
censure, as it is a devel-
oping country.

Can someone explain to 
me how the Dutch drive 
to lower their emissions 
locally has led to less 
GHGs globally?

Closer to home, we have 
the push for ethanol 
(grain alcohol) in North 
America, spurred on by 
government grants and 
subsidies. A number of  
plants have started op-
eration (with more to 
come) to produce this 
fuel additive. Last week’s 
edition of  The Economist 
reports on some of  the 
consequences. The “in-
put of  choice” to create 
ethanol is yellow maize. 
The increased demand 
for corn has naturally 
caused the price to rise. 
That’s good for corn pro-
ducers, but it’s not so 
good for Mexican farm-
ers, who use imported 
cheap yellow maize as 
feed for their livestock. 
Faced with increased 
food prices, these farm-
ers naturally looked 

» From page 10

Send your letters to the editor to: editor@woolwichobserver.com
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Still building on 25 years in the field
Melloul-Blamey Construction celebrates its small-town roots

See Melloul-Blamey  »14

Attila Glatz
& the Centre In The Square bring you
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FEB 27
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101 Queen Street N • Kitchener
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w w w . c e n t r e - s q u a r e . c o m

SEASON MEDIA
SPONSOR

SEASON SPONSOR 

1\8WOB_Hungarian  1/24/07  11:17 AM  Page 1

OPEN: Monday – Friday 9-6, Saturday 8:30-6

1386 King Street North, St. Jacobs
519-664-3610

Weekly  Specials
SPECIALS IN EFFECT FEB. 19 - FEB. 24

Our Beef is cut from Canada Grades AA, AAA

Ground Beef

Eye of Round Roasts

Side Ribs

Turkey Kolbassa

Assorted Meat Loaves

Six Year Old Cheddar

Deli Sliced

$3.39/LB

$3.99/LB

$2.69/LB

$3.99/LB

$3.99/LB

$8.29/LB

Extra Lean

Whole Pork

REGION OF WATERLOO
2007 ACCESSIBILITY PLAN 

NOW AVAILABLE!

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Region has a plan to make its services and sites 
more accessible for people with disabilities. Copies of 
the Region’s fourth annual accessiblity plan are now 
available.

• Visit our website at
   www.region.waterloo.on.ca/accessibility, OR
• Drop by 99 Regina St. S. on the 5th floor from
   8:30am to 4:30pm, Monday to Friday, or
• For more information about the plan or to
   receive a copy please contact:

Deb Bergey
Social Planning Associate
E-mail at access@region.waterloo.on.ca
Phone at 519-883-2302
TTY at 519-883-2428

This plan is also available in alternate formats:
electronic copy (disk/CD) in text only or PDF,
Braille, or large print.

DESIREE FINHERT

Melloul-Blamey Construction may 
be a Waterloo-based company with 
branches in the GTA and down south, 
but it maintains its township roots in 
celebrating 25 years in business.

Founded in 1982 by Conestoga College 
classmates Bernard Melloul and David 
Blamey, the privately owned contract-
ing firm began acquiring its first proj-
ects through fixed-price bidding in the 
public and private sectors.

Melloul and Blamey are currently in 
the midst of  a 10-year succession plan 
that will see four locals now serving as 
vice-presidents take over the firm.

From its initial projects, the compa-
ny now provides a full slate of  design-
build services for customers such as 
Home Hardware in St. Jacobs, where 
the firm looked after new expansions.

That type of  work has become a sta-
ple for four of  the vice-presidents who 
hail from the area and know all the lo-
cal contractors, says the company’s se-
nior manager of  market development.

“That’s the kind of  small-town finesse 
that people only wish they could do in 
the big cities. Yet it’s being done with 
that great spirit of  cooperation that 
these guys are able to pull together,” 
Neil Aitchison told the Observer.

Jeff  Heimpel, vice-president of  busi-
ness development, was raised in Elmi-
ra while vice-president of  construction 
management Steve Hanley still lives 
in town. Jeff  Shantz, vice-president of  
project development comes from St. Ja-
cobs, and Joel Melloul, vice-president 
of  estimating, resides in Waterloo.

The four not only grew up in close 
proximity, attending the same high 

THE NEXT ONES Melloul-Blamey Construction’s four vice-presidents have local ties. From left, Jeff Heimpel was raised in Elmira, while Steve Hanley still lives in town. Joel 
Melloul is a Waterloo man and Jeff Shantz hails from St. Jacobs. The company is celebrating its 25th anniversary this month.

BUILT UP Among the company’s recent projects are the Home Hardware head office in St. Jacobs (left), the Northbridge business centre in Waterloo and St. George Hall 
in North Waterloo.
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City folks like those new country comforts

Want help with your investment
and retirement planning?

Whether you're retiring next year, or in several years, as
your RBC mobile financial planner, I can help. I will come
to you — at home, at work, anywhere — and give you
access to a team of experts who can help you plan and
manage all your finances.

Making it easier for you is just one way we put you first.

For more information or to make an appointment give me a call

Heather Nageleisen, FMA, CFP
Investment & Retirement Planner
Royal Mutual Funds Inc.
Elmira, ON N3B 1M3
Tel: 519.669.1792
heather.nageleisen@rbc.com

® Registered trademark of Royal Bank of
Canada. Used under licence.

Financial planning services and investment advice are provided by Royal
Mutual Funds Inc. Royal Mutual Funds Inc., RBC Asset Management Inc.,
Royal Bank of Canada, Royal Trust Corporation of Canada and The Royal
Trust Company are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. Royal
Mutual Funds Inc. is licensed as a financial services firm in the province
of Quebec.

“You might
have too much
in your RRSP!

Don’t give it to the taxman 
when you retire - learn

more BEFORE
you contribute.”

My students are 
helping promote 
a University of  
Guelph-led interna-
tional conference 
about two hours 
north of  here this 
summer, on boar se-
men(!) technology. 
It’s the first time this 

globally minded gathering has ever 
come to Canada, bringing more than 
100 leading animal scientists to the 
area.

And what do participants want to 
know about in advance? Day trips to 
Niagara Falls? A cruise through Men-
nonite country? An excursion to the 
CN Tower?

Well, maybe. But what they really 
want is information about opportuni-
ties to golf. And that’s indicative of  the 
way things are going in some parts of  
rural Ontario. The trend toward ser-
vices is not missed on organizations 
that watch this kind of  thing, such as 
the Guelph’s Institute of  Agri-Food 
Policy Innovation, a tenant in Ontar-
io’s AgriCentre.

David Sparling, the institute’s execu-
tive director, says new thinking has 
emerged about how to keep rural On-
tario prosperous. And ironically, it’s 
focused on Ontario cities.

City folks are creating jobs in rural 
Ontario. Like the scientists who’ll be 
arriving for the conference later this 
summer, they’re visiting attractions, 
going golfing or pursuing other sea-
sonal activities (cross country skiing, 
for example), gambling and generally 
sticking around for a few days. They’re 
creating jobs for rural people.

 On the other hand, agriculture is not 
sparking new employment, says the in-
stitute. So in a new report entitled Ser-
vices and Cities – Driving Change in 
Ontario’s Rural Business Landscape, 
Sparling and co-author Delia Bucknell 
say the most successful rural commu-
nities will be destinations that attract 
urban people. 

These communities won’t count pri-
marily on agriculture to keep them 
going. Rather, a blend of  agriculture, 
recreation and entertainment will be 
their key to prosperity, combining food 
production with service.   

That’s not to say agriculture isn’t im-
portant. On the contrary, farm groups 
such as the Ontario Federation of  Ag-
riculture are quick to point out that 
Ontario has the largest farm sector of  
any province, with sales of  $8.2 billion 
in 2005. Agriculture provides 727,000 
jobs here. It’s huge.

But farm numbers are shrinking 
(even though they’re getting bigger). 
As a result, jobs in agriculture are 
stagnant.

However, agriculture is indeed con-
tributing to job growth in what are 
called the buffer regions around cit-
ies. There, rural-like services such as 
farmers’ markets and country depots 
are contributing to farm employment. 
The areas have significant rural pop-
ulations, but are within reasonable 
commuting distance to cities. 

Easy access to urban customers 
helped overall business numbers in 
buffer areas grow by a healthy five per 
cent from 2001-2005.

But Sparling says the real excitement 
is around jobs being created in the 
country by resorts and golf  courses. 
His and Bucknell’s report says golf  

course and country club employment 
jumped by 1,400 jobs in rural regions 
between 2001-2005. That underlines 
why higher education institutions 
with an interest in agriculture, such 
as the University of  Guelph, offer turf-
grass management and science. 

Governments should continue to 
support rural initiatives that support 
farmers only. After all, a blanket of  
golf  courses from Windsor to Ottawa 
to Sioux Lookout might be alright for 
duffers, but it’s bad news for our do-
mestic food supply and biofuel produc-
tion.

However, Sparling says farm groups 
should help their members deal with 
the urban visitor trend. He thinks ef-
forts should be made to reach into the 
cities with promotions that help pull 
desirable urbanites out to rural attrac-
tions and services. 

That’s fascinating. Previously, all 
efforts were focused on trying to get 
value out of  taking rural Ontario (via 
farm produce) into urban Ontario.

Now, that all switched around. So, 
farmers and farm groups have to 
switch their thinking, too. 

FINANCIAL FOCU$ Time to look at your 
personal finances.
Plan, Plan, Plan!
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Your Connection to
One-on-One Advice.

Full service, personal advice…
and access to a wide range of
investment solutions. At BMO
Nesbitt Burns, we offer you
choices and the flexibility to
ensure an approach to
investing that is customized to
your needs and objectives.

Please call me today to find
out about the benefits of one
on one advice.

BMO NESBITT BURNS
Bank of Montreal

53 Arthur Street South 
Elmira, Ontario N3B 2M6

JOYCE REIMER B.A.

Financial Management Advisor
Certified Senior Advisor

519-669-4622

1-800-265-6148

Where will your retirement take you?

We can
help you
find the way.

RRSP
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Serving members of Mennonite, Amish and Brethren in Christ churches across Ontario

Aylmer 519.765.3025
Elmira 519.669.1529
Kitchener 519.576.7220

Leamington 519.326.8601
Milverton 519.595.8796
New Hamburg 519.662.3550

St. Catharines 905.646.9223
Waterloo 519.746.1770

www.mscu.com

4.25%

50 month term
RRSP loans available at prime

When you purchase your RRSP from 
The Co-operators, you’ll receive personal 
service, smart investment options and 
professional advice, so you can enjoy your 
retirement — just the way you planned.

Stephen Webb, Associate Agent
Allen Morrison Insurance Inc.

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira
stephen_webb@cooperators.ca

(519) 669-2632

Ask me about RRSPs.
Thinking about retirement?

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel

SERVING ELMIRA, LISTOWEL AND SURROUNDING AREA

9 Church Street W., Elmira
   Tel: 519.669.0004 Toll Free: 1.866.645.9443

DON TAYLOR, CIMBL
Mortgage Agent

Verico K-W Mortgage

• Lower than posted bank rates
• Up to 107% financing
• First-time home buyers
• Debt consolidation
• Second mortgages

PERSONAL INCOME TAX PREPARATION

dwitmer@witmercac.com

519-669-0003

20A Arthur St. N. 
Unit #1, P.O. Box 51 

Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z5

DENISE WITMER

CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT

SPECIALIZING IN:

Self-employment
Rental Property
Trucking

Personal Income Taxes, Accounts Receivable, 
Accounts Payable, Payroll, All Government 

Remittances, Account Reconciliations, 
Commissions, Year End Procedures. 

All Your 
Bookkeeping Needs.

“The Advantage Is Yours.”

Cynthia Taylor
519.210.0191519.210.0191Serving the Small 

Business Community

Melloul-Blamey: Succession plan taking shape
» from page 12
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schools and playing on 
the same teams, they’ve 
kept in contact with 
friends who grew up 
to become some of  the 
region’s best skilled 
tradespeople. 

“It’s a networking like 
you wouldn’t believe,” 
said Aitchison. 

“They all have that 
good old north-Waterloo 
Mennonite work ethic 
that is amazing to see. 
They don’t worry about 
‘that’s not my job,’ or 
‘that’s not your job’ it’s 
‘let’s just get it done. 
That’s how these guys 
are kicking into the next 
quarter century. This 
very small-town sophis-
tication, they’re relaxed, 
they’re all connected. 

They know exactly who 
can help with the plumb-
ing, electrical, mechani-
cal, steel or concrete job 
– it’s amazing.”

And, as if  working to-
gether wasn’t enough, 
they play hockey togeth-
er on weekends.

The company’s growth 
over the past 25 years 
has seen it become in-
volved in an array of  
construction projects, 
industrial, commercial 
and recreational.

Locally, some the crew 
enjoyed a bit of  a home-
coming last fall as Mel-
loul-Blamey completed 
the latest reconstruction 
work at Elmira District 
Secondary School. As 
well, the St. Jacobs Out-
let Mall and St. Jacobs 

Country Playhouse also 
bear the company’s 
stamp.

One of  its newest proj-
ects is renovating the 
interior of  Melloul-
Blamey’s head office at 
700 Rupert St. in Water-
loo.

“On the outside it’s a 25-
year-old building, but on 
the inside it’s all brand 
new. It’s really become a 
calling card for what we 
can do,” he said noting 
the glass, steel, flooring 
and skylight details.

In celebration of  the 

company’s quarter 
century in business, 
achievements within 
the firm were recog-
nized during the annual 
general meeting Jan. 31. 
The official start up date 
was noted on Feb. 4, but 
due to the chilly weather 

a public acknowledge-
ment will be held in the 
spring. 

The company is plan-
ning an open house fea-
turing a look at its past 
and a glimpse at its fu-
ture at its home office 
June 30 and 31. 
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PROJECTED TO GROW Huron Heights Secondary School in Kitchener (left) and Stonecroft Homes in New Hamburg are other recent undertakings.
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»
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SPORTS

See KINGS »18

» DART TOURNAMENT

519.595.3009
Millbank, ON

* By Appointment Only 

Fax: 519-595-3029 | pinecreek@cyg.net

100%CUSTOMBUILTTO SUITYOUR  NEEDS

COME SEE OUR 
DISPLAY KITCHEN...

...receive a FREE quote.*

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

It’s probably the only time 
in Doug Coulter’s life that 
he was actually grateful for 
having been pulled over for 
speeding. Since that fateful 
day the Elmira resident has 
turned his recreational love 
for speedy motorbikes into a 
career objective.

“I was pulled over by the po-
lice for speeding on a bike and 
[the officer] said, ‘If  you’re go-
ing to drive like this, drive on 
a track.’ And I said, ‘you know, 

Racer on track to Daytona
Elmira man readies his bikes for a trip to Florida event

you’re right.’ So it wasn’t long 
after I made an appointment 
with a race school and got my 
licence,” Coulter quipped.

In two weeks Coulter hopes 
to take a significant step for-
ward in his motorbike racing 
career by competing in the 
Championship Cup Series 
race in Daytona, Florida. 

While now participating in 
the amateur category of  the 
competition, he hopes to one 
day rise to the top tier and 
race as a professional. For the 
meantime, however, Coulter, 
who has been racing seriously 

for almost three years now, is 
happy enough focusing his 
energy and efforts on doing 
the best he can in the amateur 
contingent. 

With the Mar. 1-4 competi-
tion just weeks away, he is 
currently working on piecing, 
repairing, and polishing off  
the three bikes – two Yamaha 
R6s and a Suzuki GSXR – he 
will take south. Because every 
race exacts a heavy toll on the 
vehicles – racers typically go 
through two sets of  tires dur-
ing one weekend of  racing – 
Coulter will also haul his two 

backup bikes.
Working on his bikes in the 

garage of  his Elmira resi-
dence, Coulter’s passion for 
motorcycles is at times a hob-
by. But come March, it will be 
much more than that.

“It’s basically a hobby, but 
even to race at the amateur 
level to move up will be quite 
a commitment.”

Practicing for elite competi-
tions is difficult, said Coulter, 
noting that bikers can only 
reach top speeds in restricted 
areas. The solution is renting 

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

After a 9-2 loss to their archri-
vals on Feb. 10, the Kings 
licked their wounds and 
bounced back the following 
night looking for some mea-
sure of  revenge. The rematch 
was a bit of  an anticlimax, as 
Elmira and Cambridge skated 
to a 4-4 draw.

“We’d obviously rather have 
a win, but a tie is better than a 
loss,” said Elmira netminder 
Kyle Knechtel.

The Kings’ lifeline through-
out much of  the regular sea-
son, Knechtel posted drasti-
cally disparate performances 
from one day to the next. In 
Cambridge on Saturday he 
lasted only two periods, al-
lowing six goals on 29 shots. It 
was an uncharacteristic show-
ing for a regular contributor 
to the team’s lengthy win-col-
umn. Analyzing his perfor-
mance afterwards, Knechtel 
simply chalked it up to an “off  
day.”  

By Sunday, however, he was 
back to his regular self, play-
ing a key role in the Kings’ 
hard-fought tie.

“[I played] a lot better than 
last night,” Knechtel told the 
Observer after Sunday’s game. 
“Obviously, last night I didn’t 
have a very good outing. So 
it’s good to come back tonight 
and play pretty solid.”

Knechtel was well tested in 
the Sunday rematch, facing 56 
shots.

Getting back between the 
pipes with confidence the fol-

Kings, 
Winter 
Hawks 
battle for 
top spot

See SPEED  »21
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NEED FOR SPEED Local roads are a little unwelcoming for two wheels right now, but Elmira’s Doug Coulter will be heading to sunnier climes in just a few weeks. The motorcycle racer 
will be competing in the Championship Cup Series in Daytona, Florida Mar. 1-4.

MARTATCHMARTATCHMARTATCH
ATTACHMENTS

Martatch Snow Blade
• 30” high blade
• 30 Degree Hydraulic Swivel (either way)
• Double Edged Cutting Edge (with Spring Trip)
• Adjustable Skid Shoes
• Lateral Float

Martatch Attachments
www.martatch.com | sales@martatch.com
T. 519.698.2727  |  1.800.698.5510

3110 Hutchinson Rd.
RR#1 Linwood, ON
Fax: 519.698.2516

“WE CUSTOM BUILD A WIDE ASSORTMENT 
OF ATTACHMENTS FOR ANY 

SKIDSTEER OR LOADER ATTACHMENT.”
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Mon.-Thurs. 8-6;   Fridays  8-9;
Saturdays  8-5;   Sundays  12-5

1421 King St. N, St. Jacobs
519-664-3301

www.homefurniture.ca Visit our mattress
& Bedding Gallery

Choose either 6 months deferred payment OR 12 equal payments 
with no interest & No administration fee O.A.C. See store for details.

*Sale ends March 3, 2007 while Quantities Last

42” LG HD
LCD  TV 

$199900
REG. $2299.99

42” LG HD
PLASMA  TV 

$199900
REG. $2299.99

26” LG 
LCD  TV 

$79900

15” LG 
LCD  TV 

$35000
REG. $399.99

****
ALL L.G.

PLASMA &
LCD TVs

ON SALE*
****

www.lg.ca
for TV specs

REG. $999.99

lowing day was as cru-
cial for the netminder as 
it turned out to be for his 
club.

“You always want to 
bounce back … the best 
goalies in the NHL, they 
have bad games and 
they bounce back. To 
be a goalie you have to 
be tough, if  you’re not 
tough you won’t last. 
When you have a bad 
game … you might as 
well forget about it and 
get ready for the next,” 
he said. 

“Kyle played a great 
game, he made some 
fantastic saves tonight,” 
coach John East told the 
Observer after the game.

The game got off  to 
a quick and physical 
start.

“It was playoff  atmo-
sphere. You saw both 
teams scoring goals 
– they were going crazy, 
the rink was buzzing to-
night. Cambridge had a 
lot of  people here. There’s 
been a rivalry building 
between the two teams 
for the last few years, so 
it’s good to see.” 

Despite the flurry of  ac-
tivity early in the game 
– the Hawks out-shot 
the Kings 18-6 – the first 
period ended in a score-
less draw.  The Winter 

Kings: Cambridge temporarily takes back first-place
Hawks, however, drew 
first blood as Jordan 
Schultz converted on a 
setup from Reggie Trac-
citto and Cody Hall at 
the midway mark of  the 
second period. 

The Kings replied in 
short order, when Brock 
Zinken (from Dan Rhame 
and Marc Deschamps) 
capitalized on a two-man 
advantage to make it 1-1 
at 13:02. 

Deschamps made it 2-0 
for the homeboys four 
minutes later, cashing in 
on the power-play. Bren-
dan Lynch and Zinken 
drew assists on the goal 
at 17:20.

Tyler Brenner (John 
Lunney, Erik Vos) and 
Zinken each potted a 
power-play goal to put 
the Kings up 4-1 before 
the second intermis-
sion.

But if  the second period 
belonged to the Kings, 
the third was all Hawks. 

“Penalties, penalties, 
penalties,” said East. “It 
went our way the second 
period, we took advan-
tage of  it. It went their 
way in the third period 
and they took advantage 
of  it.”

Cambridge’s Trac-
citto combined with 
Ben Bartlett and Jordan 
Schulz at 8:35 to make it 

4-2. Just under two min-
utes later, Jake McClel-
land (Greg Virgo) scored 
on the power-play to 
put his team within one 
goal. Finally, at 13:01, 
Traccitto (Jordan Bonn-
eville, Hall) potted his 
second goal of  the night, 
again on the power-play, 
to even things up at 4-4.

An overtime period 
failed to tip the balance 
in anyone’s favour and 
the teams retired for the 

night, each one point 
richer. 

Picking up three points 
to the Kings’ one over 
the weekend, the Win-
ter Hawks grabbed first-
place in the Mid-Western 
Junior Hockey League. 
The one-point lead was 
short-lived however, as 
Elmira used its game in 
hand to post a 4-3 over-
time win Tuesday night 
against the Dutchmen in 
Kitchener.

PH
OT

OS
 | 

M
AR

C 
M

IQ
UE

L 
HE

LS
EN

» From page 17

LOOKING FOR A HOLE Sugar King forward Erik Vos gets ready to let one rip as captain Tyler Brenner looks to create some havoc in front of the Cam-
bridge net during action at the Elmira Arena Feb. 11. The game ended in a 4-4 draw.

SPLIT DECISION Elmira netminder Kyle Knechtel was busy Sunday night, 
stopping 52 of 56 Cambridge shots.



The Observer  |  Saturday, February 17, 2007 SPORTS | 19The Observer  |  Saturday, February 17, 200718 | SPORTS The Observer  |  Saturday, February 17, 2007 SPORTS | 19The Observer  |  Saturday, February 17, 200718 | SPORTS

»SOUTHERN ONTARIO JUNIOR HOCKEY LEAGUE

»THE NOT-SO-GREAT OUTDOORSMAN | STEVE GALEA

Someone has to start looking out for the fish
A lot of  young an-
glers might not be-
lieve this, but when 
I was a kid we could 
actually see fishing 
line. 

It’s true. There was 
a time when the only 
difference between 
fishing line and an-

chor rope was the degree in which it 
held the boat to the bottom of  the lake 
–most times anchor rope came in a dis-
tant second.

In 1970, the year I first took up angling 
seriously, a quality 10-pound test mono-
filament had the approximate diameter 
of  garden hose. This was progress.

These days, the trend is to make fish-
ing line finer than frog hair. In fact, I 
was reading a Web site this morning 
that announced that their new six-
pound test superline had the diameter 
of  two-pound monofilament and was 
virtually invisible under water. If  this 

trend continues, I expect next year we 
will be able to buy a 300-pound test su-
perline/cable with the diameter of  a 
pre-Maybelline eyelash.

This is not good. I have a hard enough 
time untangling my shoelaces.

Besides, isn’t it time we gave the fish 
a break? It seems to me what we’re do-
ing here is contributing to the deterio-
rating eyesight of  our game fish spe-
cies.

Think about it. It used to be that any 
fish paying the slightest bit of  atten-
tion had a chance at noticing the fish-
ing line attached to the lure or bait he 
was considering for dinner. Back then, 
our only hope was that they would 
mistake it for anchor rope.

Over the years, as our fishing line 
has improved, however, newer year-
classes of  game fish have learned to 
look for it. The early monofilaments 
were fairly easy to spot, but these new 
generations must surely be harder on 
their eyes. Heck, they make me squint 

… and I know they’re there.
If  this continues, I’m sure that the 

really old fish will soon be needing 
glasses – just like the really old anglers 
who have to tie knots in these modern, 
almost invisible lines. I don’t even 
want to think about how this will af-
fect trophy walleye. They already have 
to strain their eyes in low light and 
stained water. 

Okay, the truth is I don’t care so much 
about the fish. But I am worried about 
charlatans who will start selling older 
fellows like me empty spools at a pre-
mium price claiming that it’s loaded 
with 1,000 yards of  three-pound invis-
ible micro-line. There isn’t one old an-
gler I know who’d admit he doesn’t see 
it.

Not only would these con men never 
get caught, but I’d lose half  the con-
tents of  my tackle box before ever 
conceding that I wasn’t just tying bad 
knots. 

Oh sure, after I threw my tenth lure 

off  the boat I might suspect that I’ve 
been fleeced, but, after spending 30 
hard-earned bucks, I sure as hell 
wouldn’t tell anyone about it. No self-
respecting angler would.

Look, there’s no doubt that fishing 
lines have reached the pinnacle of  per-
fection; these super-lines truly do help 
you catch more and bigger fish. 

But they are also dangerous. At least 
with the old stuff  you knew when you 
were tangled up. You could see it a mile 
away and feel its weight whenever it 
landed on you. When you ripped it out 
from your bait caster in a big bird’s 
nest and threw it on the floor of  the 
boat it looked like you were standing 
over Donald Trump. 

These new fishing lines are differ-
ent and, as I said, much more danger-
ous. I field tested some last spring and 
tripped in loose coils of  the stuff  at 
least 20 times. Buy them if  you like, 
but I, for one, am no longer just going 
to fall in line.

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

The Jacks couldn’t have asked for a 
better end to the regular season. With 
two wins and a split-second loss over 
the weekend, the Wellesley squad is 
poised to enter the extended season on 
a high note.

“I like where we’re headed. We start-
ed off  the season as a bunch of  indi-
viduals and we’ve come together now 
as one group,” coach Chip Seiling told 
the Observer after the game against 
Delhi on Sunday.

After losing 6-5 to the Burford Bull-
dogs in a close contest on Feb. 9, the 
Applejacks pulled their socks up and 
bounced back in style, trouncing the 
Port Dover Sailors 8-0 on Saturday, 
and edging over the Delhi Travellers 
3-2 on Feb. 11 in what turned out to be 
an intense and hotly contested battle 
– the perfect warm-up for the playoff  
season.

“I thought we played decent. We had 
trouble staying out of  the garbage in 
the second period and I thought that 
we could have taken a real command; 
we could have stayed out of  that but 
the boys showed composure at the end 
of  the game, they showed discipline 
and did stay out of  the extracurricular 
[stuff],” said Seiling.

Eager to draw first blood, both teams 
battled for the early goal but failed to 
attain their objective before the first 
intermission. 

Wellesley’s Shane Cicchine opened 
the scoring at 10:37 of  the second pe-
riod, converting on a setup from Brett 
Van Gerwen and Richard Shantz. Aar-
on Ryan capitalized on a Dan Berwick 
pass at the 13:10 mark to put the cider 
boys up by two before breaking for the 
second intermission.

The Travellers finally broke onto the 
scoreboard at 6:45 of  the third; Jamie 
Clarke picked up the goal on a Dave 
Mals-Andrew Fry pass. Shortly af-
ter, Miles Dobias (Scott Stefan, Kyle 
Brooks) added another to the Delhi 
comeback, tying the game at two.

Jacks end season on a high note

out raceways, itself  a financially and 
spatially prohibitive task.

“It’s not something where you can 
just jump on a track and … (ride),” said 
Coulter, noting that his regular haunt, 
a raceway in 
Shannonville, 
Ont. requires 
the presence 
of  organizers, 
a m b u l a n c e 
services and 
spotters who 
monitor the 
tracks for con-
gestion.

A rider since 
the age of  16, 
the Listowel 
native has 
competed in 
other amateur 
competitions 
before and 
plans to com-
pete in sev-
eral Canadian 
competitions 
in the spring. But Daytona is by far the 
promised land. 

“Daytona’s like hallowed ground, re-
ally,” he noted.

“I’m very excited about Daytona. It’s 
a super fast racetrack. It’s not like any-
thing I'm used to. We’ll reach speeds 
upwards and over of  300 km/hr,” he 
noted. “Which is pretty exciting,” he 
chuckled. 

An average Daytona race runs 40 to 
60 kilometres.

Coulter will make the trip to Florida 
accompanied by a two-man crew – a 
crucial part for the success of  any bik-
er.

“It’s always good to have an extra per-
son there for support, for help; some-
times getting off  the track it’s even 
hard to hold up the bike you’re so tired 
and sore.”

Coulter’s goal for the Daytona races 
is to clinch a top-10 finish.

Coach looks to cohesive unit to make waves as playoffs approach

And then the Delhi Travellers did the 
inexplicable: they pulled their goalie 
with approximately two minutes re-
maining in the game. Unfortunately 
for the visitors, the brazen and desper-
ate gamble was punished with an emp-
ty-net goal, courtesy of  Blake Martin 
(Pat Doyle) at 19:40 of  the third. Pull-
ing the goalie turned out to be the sil-
ver bullet that sealed the Sailors’ fate: 
the final buzzer sounded, and the Jacks 
emerged victorious, stealing another 
valuable two points.

For the Jacks it meant ending on a 

high note.
“I think our guys showed enough dis-

cipline tonight that they’ll be able to 
drive themselves through this type of  
situation in the playoffs,” noted Seil-
ing.

“Second period they got caught in it 
but then by the third they didn’t fall 
into the trap,” he said.

“We have a new motto to go by: refuse 
to lose. We could have folded up when 
they tied it up tonight and we didn’t 
and we powered through and were suc-
cessful.”

» From page 17

Speed: Racer 
eyeing move 
to next level

ROAD WARRIOR Doug Coulter 
stands beside a stack of race 
tires. Because of the soft rubber 
compound, a set of tires gener-
ally lasts only through half a 
weekend of racing.

SEASON ON ICE The Jacks’ Pat Doyle watches for a loose puck in Sunday afternoon action in Wellesley. The home 
team, which defeated the Delhi Travellers 3-2, capped its final weekend of the regular season with a 2-1 record.
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VOISIN CHRYSLER
USED VEHICLES

QUALITY, CERTIFIED

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com

519-669-2831

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, JOHN IVINEY, COLIN KROPF

2.7L V6, Auto Trans, Fully Equipped including Alum Road 
Wheels, Balance of Factory Warranty, Finished in Linen 
Gold. “Previous daily rental” 27,712 kms.  $16,900.

2006 SEBRING
TOURING EDITION

4.7L V8, Auto, Air cond, Tilt, Cruise, P.windows, P. door locks, 
AM/FM CD Stereo, Spray-in Box Liner, Balance of Factory War-
ranty, One Owner, Black/Gray Int. Only 53,210 kms $20,900.

2004 DODGE DAKOTA 
CLUB CAB SPORT PLUS 4X4

2007 DODGE CALIBER
SXT/SPORT 4DR.

2.0L 4Cyl, CVT Trans, Air, Pw.P.Locs.Tilt, AM/FM 
CD Stereo, Alum. Road Wheels, Fog Lamps, 18,398 
kms. Inferno Red, former daily rental, $18,900.

2006 DODGE
GR. CARAVAN STOW N GO
3.3L, Auto, Loaded Including Drivers P. Seat, Rear 
Air Cond, Alum. Road Wheels, Finished in Black, 
Only 27,470 kms. (daily rental) $21,900.

2006 CHRYSLER 
PT CRUISER

2.4L Auto Trans. Fully Loaded Including Alum Road 
Wheels, Rear Spoiler, Compass/Temp. AM/FM CD Stereo, 
Silver/Gray Int. 38,692 kms. Former Daily Rental. $15,900.

2005 DODGE
DAKOTA QUAD SLT 4X4

4.7L. Auto, PW, PDL. Tilt, Cruise, Air, AM/
FM CD, Alum Road Wheels, Box Liner, 
Pat. Blue, Only 27,745 kms. $24,900.

2004 DODGE CARAVAN SE
“ANNIVERSARY EDITION”
3.3L V6, Auto, Fully Equipped, Quad Seats, Driver-side 
P.Seat, Chrome Alum. Wheels, Keyless entry, balance 
of factory warranty, black/gray 52,646kms$16,900.

2004 DODGE
RAM 1500 QUAD 4X4 SLT

5.7 Hemi, Auto, including all SLT options, P. Driver Seat, 
Finished in silver, very low klms. of Only 31,900kms. Bal-
ance of Factory Warranty of 7yrs/115,000kms. $26,900.

2004 DODGE
RAM 1500 QUAD 4X4 SLT
4.7L Auto Trans, P. Seat, Trailer Tow Pkg. 
Loaded, Alum. Road Wheels, Low Mile-
age of only 48,173 kms. Only $24,900.

DESIREE FINHERT

Winning the consolation 
final during their home 
tournament was a proud 
way for the EDSS junior 
boys’ basketball team to 
finish its season. 

With Waterloo County 
Secondary School Ath-
letic Association (WCS-
SAA) tournaments for 
junior and senior play-
ers ongoing this week it 
was important for local 
players to be competing 
in invitational play Feb. 
9 and 10.

“It was a great way to 
end our season,” said 
Barb Gaudet, teacher-
advisor. “We did not 
make the playoffs, so it 
was really good. We only 
lost the first game in the 
tournament and then 
won the next two. It was 
a good finale. The boys 
were in good spirits.” 

After losing two match-
es to the Preston Pan-
thers in regular season 
play, the Elmira Lancers 
entered the tournament 
Friday afternoon deter-
mined not to let history 
repeat itself  – but to no 
avail.

Coach Fred Redekop 
saw the initial battle 
against Preston as a 
chance to start his most 
junior players, Matt Bau-

EDSS finds some 
consolation in 
home tourney

man, Danny Marche and 
Mark Firus.

“They were my three 
most inexperienced play-
ers. It was just to give 
them a chance to play in 
front of  a larger crowd,” 
Redekop told the Observ-
er. Local students filled 
the bleachers during the 
early-afternoon match.

It could have been the 
Grade 9s’ greenness or 
the Panthers’ mammoth 
centre that caused a 
10-point rift in the first 
quarter. But with extra 
senior players added 
to the mix, the Lancers 
were only able to narrow 
the gap to six points be-
fore finding themselves 
on the short end of  a 58-
43 decision.

The initial loss put the 
Lancers into the consola-
tion half  of  round-robin 
play while the Panthers 
went on to place second 
in the championship fi-
nal Saturday afternoon. 

Cayuga SS and Jacob 
Hespeler SS also com-
peted in the champion-
ship round robins with 
Arva’s Medway High 
School boys finishing in 
the top spot.

On the consolation side, 
the Lancers were pitted 
against the likes of  St. 
John’s Kilmarnock and 
Rockway Mennonite.
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See  BASKETBALL »21

EYE ON THE NET Lancer Mark Firus moves the ball down the court during 
EDSS’ 58-43 loss to the Preston Panthers at the junior boys’ basketball 
invitational Feb. 9-10. The Lancers went on to win the consolation final.

EDSS girls win 3-1 with bench six players short
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MOVING IN Lancer Kaile 
Esbaugh moves in to take 
the puck away from the 
Forest Heights captain 
during a 3-1 win for the 
Elmira squad at the St. 
Jacobs arena Feb. 15.
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»SCORECARD Send scores to 
scorecard@woolwichobserver.com

www.lensmill.com

HAWKESVILLE

WALLENSTEIN

10

17 17

85
TO ELMIRA

TO WATERLOO

TO ST. JACOBS

TO LINWOOD

HOURS:
Mon.-Thur. 10-5
Friday 10-5
Saturday 10-5
Closed Sundays

LEN’S
MILL

STORES

LEN’S
MILL

STORES

LEN’S
MILL

STORES
PRICES IN EFFECT FOR ONE WEEK

Broadway St.X

Tasty, Boxed Oven-Crisp

CRACKERS
99¢ $3.99/box

NEW! Scented - 5 fragrances

JAR CANDLES
each

Mini Canvas

ORGANIZER
99¢ each

Large Canvas

ORGANIZER
$1.79 each

Casino Finish

PLAYING CARDS
99¢ $7.99/deck

Warm & Cozy Cuddle Sack

BLANKETS
each

Ladies Fruit of the Loom

BRIEFS
$2.99 /pk

Hockey Star

PHOTO ALBUMS
$2.99 each

Children’s Licensed 

FLEECE PILLOWS
$3.99 99¢each

Assorted Clearance

SOCKS

Reg. 99¢

Mens Lightweight

DRIVING JACKETS
$9.99 each

Entire Stock

SNOW SHOVELS
30% OFF

Assorted

BATH MATS
$13.99 $12.99each

18” x 24” Poster Size

FRAMES
each

Selected

KITCHEN UTENSILS
69¢ each

5 1/2’ x 1 1/2’

AREA RUGS
$39.99 GREAT

SELECTION!

Entire Stock Tailorform

SEWING NOTIONS
1/2 PRICE

NEW! Suede-like

FABRIC
PATCHWORK DESIGN GREAT FOR VESTS ETC.

“Scrub”

UNIFORM FABRIC
$5.99 /yard

NEW! Varigated Machine Embroidery

THREAD
$3.95ONLY

White | Ecru tone-on-tone

FABRICS
$4.49 $1.79/yard

Grey

TOTE BAGS
each

Like Velour

CHENILLE
$10.99 /yard

Clearance

FABRICS
$2.00 /yard

Assorted

LAMPSHADES
30% OFF $2.99

40-44”

FLANNELETTE
/yard

Hat | Storage

BOXES
Fascination

CARDED BUTTONS
99¢ Value 

$3.99

Navy wool-blend

SUITING
$4.99 $10.99/yard

Rotary Cutter Applique

OLFA ESSENTIAL KITS
Great for
Scrapbooking

Entire Stock

BLINDS
$1.99 $3.99Value

$22.99

Full roll

DRAPERY TAPES
Reg. $19.99

MID-
FEBRUARY
SALES!

Reg. $1.99

Reg. $3.99 Reg. $9.99

Reg. $9.99
2 PAIR 
FOR

Reg. $14.99

Reg. $14.99

Reg. $7.99

Reg. $5.99 Reg. $1.99

Reg. $12.99
FROM

Reg. $9.99 Reg. $22.99

Reg. $3.99

30% OFF

WOOLWICH MINOR HOCKEY
Novice
Feb. 10
Woolwich Blue 4 Woolwich White 2
Blue goals: Emily Willms (2), Meghan 
Martin, Ciera Hea. Assists: Erika Morri-
son (2), Martin (2), Megan Lair, Autumn 
Campbell. White goals: Taylor Rempel, 
Megan Chapman. Assists: Cassie Mann, 
Megan Mathieson, Rempel.
Feb. 12
Woolwich Blue 5 Woolwich White 0
Blue goals: Willms (2), Hea, Martin, Mor-
rison. Assists: Morrison (2), Hea, Lair, 
Amanda Bauman, Jamiee MacDonald, 
Autumn Campbell, Martin.

Atom LL
Feb. 2 
Beverly 2 Woolwich(2) 1
Goals: Jacob Bruder. Assists: Isaac Fish-
bein, Brenden Taylor.
Feb. 10
St. George 3 Woolwich (3) 2 
Goals: Ryan D’Hondt, Zeke Schneider. 
Assists: Zeke Schneider, Chris Taylor.

Peewee Minor A
Feb. 10
Woolwich 2 Guelph 1
Goal: Kaitlin Doering, Adam Brubacher. 
Assists: Eric Hanley, Mitch Kernick, Kyle 
Bauman, Matthew Schieck.

Peewee B
Stoney Creek Sweetheart Tournament
Feb. 9
Twin Centre Rep Hericanes 1 Stoney Creek 1
Goal: Mackenzie Van Bargen. Assist: Tay-
lor Caldwell, Lianna Barnard.
West Seneca 2 Twin Centre Rep Hericanes 1
Goal: Megan Bott. Assist: Madison Lavigne.
Feb. 10
Port Hope 2 Twin Centre Rep Hericanes 1
Goal: Bott. Assist: Alicia Koebel.

Peewee LL
Feb. 2
Woolwich (2) 3 Woolwich (1) 3
Woolwich (2) Goals: Ben Meyer, Brock 
MacDonald, Jake Hahn. Assists: Kayla 
Wilging, Sam Laier, Conor Jansen. 
Feb. 3
Woolwich (2) 7 Paris 4
Goals: Drew Jansen, Wilging, Christian 
Davenport, Hahn (2), C. Jansen (2). Assists: 
Cole Martin, C. Jansen, Wilging, Maier. 
Feb. 4
Woolwich (2) 2 Beverly 2
Goals: Chase Duke, MacDonald, C. Jan-
sen. Assists: C. Jansen, Martin, Maier, 
Wilging, Davenport. 
Feb. 8
Woolwich (1) 3 New Hamburg (3) 2
Goals: Brayden Frey, Alex Martin, Josh 
Simpson. Assists: Frey (2).

Bantam AE
OMHA Round Robin
Feb. 7
Woolwich 8 Thorald 1
Goals: Christian Calenda (2), Brent Kron 
(2), Zack Barriage, Tyler Schwartzentru-
ber, Devin Church, Brandon Brubacher. 
Assists: Brady Scott (4), Church, Scott 
Young (3), Schwartzentruber (2), Kron. 
Feb. 8
Woolwich 11 Thorald 1
Goals: Scott (3), Church (2), Dylan Price 
(2), Ben Zaniewski, Kron, Calenda, John 
Griffiths. Assists: Church (3), Calenda (3), 
Scott (2), Young (2), Barriage (3), Brubach-
er, Zaniewski, Schwartzentruber, Kron (2).

Feb. 10
Woolwich 3 Hespeler 3
Goals: Calenda, Zaniewski, Church. As-
sists: Church, Brubacher, Price.
Feb. 11
Flamborough 2 Woolwich 0

Bantam LL
Feb. 8
Woolwich (3) 3 Twin Centre (1) 2
Woolwich goals: Caleb Bauman, Tom 
Schuurmans (2). Assists: Lance Brunkard, 
Eric Schuurmans.
Stoney Creek Sweetheart Tournament
Feb. 9
Woolwich Wild 0 Belle River (1) 0
Feb. 10
Woolwich Wild 3 Belle River (3) 0 
Goals: Tabitha Walker, Lindsey Goulden, 
Chantelle Bauman. Assists: C. Bauman, 
Abby Dalton, Lisa Ashworth.
Woolwich Wild 2 Stoney Creek Blue 0 
Goals: Stacey Thompson, Ashworth. As-
sists: Ashley Bauman (2).
Feb. 11
Championship
Woolwich Wild 1 Twin Centre Hericanes 0
Goal: Thompson. Assist: A. Bauman. 
Shutout: Lisa Bauman.
Playoffs
Feb. 10
Woolwich (1) 4 New Hamburg 2
Goals: Isaac Frank, Shawn Patten , Jesse 
Marche, Jacob Hipel. Assists: Joel Grasley 
(2), Marche, Adam Walker.
Feb. 12
Woolwich (1) 7 Paris 0
Goals: Walker (2), Marche (2), Grasley 
(2), Hipel. Assists: Shawn Patten, Justin 
Weber, Isaac Frank, Riley Doering, David 
Hahn, Brandon Good, Joey Primeau.

Major Midget A
OMHA Playoffs
Feb. 3
Woolwich 5 Brampton 0
Goals: Jarred Parent, Kellen Bolger, Ryan 
Pfisterer, Kevin Young, Brian Kron. As-
sists: Damien Parent, Brad Shantz, Brent 
Oliver, Pfisterer, Jonathan MacIntyre, Bol-
ger, Mike Moggy, J. Parent, Michael Dunn. 
Shutout: Adam Moore.
Feb. 6
Woolwich 4 Owen Sound 3
Goals: D. Parent, Moggy, J. Parent, Dunn. 

Assists: J. Parent, Pfisterer, D. Parent, 
Mitchell Gelfand (2). 
Feb. 11
Woolwich 1 Owen Sound 1
Goals: Moggy. Assists: Gelfand, Ma-
cIntyre. 
Feb. 13
Woolwich 3 Owen Sound 1
Goals: Young, Moggy, Dunn. Assists: J. 
Parent, Brent Oliver, Gelfand. 

Midget LL
Stoney Creek Sweetheart Tournament 
Feb. 9
Twin Centre Hericanes 4 Stoney Creek (2) 1
Goals: Meggy McTavish, Holly Ogram (2), 
Sarah Runstedler. Assists: Laura Schultz, 
Brynna Wasylycia, Sharlyn Denstedt, Shei-
la Clemmer, Ogram, Kaytlin Uberig (3). 
Feb. 10
Twin Centre Hericanes 7 Belle River (3) 3
Goals: McTavish, Ogram (2), Uberig (3), 
Runstedler. Assists: Jenna Voisin, McTav-
ish, Stacey Frey, Sharlyn Denstedt, Ogram, 
Uberig, Shelby Smit. 
Twin Centre Hericanes 2 Woolwich 2
Goals: Frey, Smit. Assists: McTavish, 
Ogram (2), Runstedler. 
Championship Game
Feb. 11
Twin Centre Hericanes 5 Hamilton 0
Goals: McTavish, Sarah Van Allen (2), 
Ogram, Kaytlin Uberig. Assists: Jenna 
Voisin, Laura Schultz, Van Allen, Ogram, 
Uberig, Carling Cisecki, Runstedler (2).
 
Midget C
Stoney Creek Sweetheart Tournament
Feb. 9
TC Rep Hericanes 5 Stoney Creek 0
Goals: Steph Baril (2), Contessa Brenner, 
Melanie Freeman, Kendra Schnurr. As-
sists: Courtney Bisch, Baril, Freeman (2), 
Emma Greer (2).
Feb. 10
Stratford 1 Twin Centre Rep Hericanes 0
Feb. 11
Lindsay 4 Twin Centre Rep Hericanes 2
Goal: Freeman, Schnurr. Assists: Lauren 
Howorth, Schnurr.  

Minor Midget A 
Feb. 9
Owen Sound 2 Woolwich 1
Goal: Brent Goetz. Assists: Alex Dunn, 

Caleb Redekop.
Feb. 10
Woolwich 1 Owen Sound 0
Goal: Luke Shantz. Assist: Axl Schneider.
Feb. 11
Woolwich 4 Owen Sound 3
Goals: Nick Roth, Rob Hinschberger, Chris 
Martin, Steve Clement. Assists: Dunn, 
Rob Hinschberger, Caleb Redekop (2), 
Clement, Ben Ahier, Kevin Howorth.

WOOLWICH MINOR RINGETTE
Belle
Feb. 11 
Waterloo 4 Woolwich Belle (2) 2
Goals: Megan Lee, Jillian Pasher. Assists: 
Kayla Kutchaw.
Feb. 13
Kitchener 9 Woolwich Belle (2) 3
Goals: Shawna Leighton (2), Gillian 
Primeau. Assists: Megan Lee, Stephanie 
Thomas, Alicia Davidson.
Feb. 14    
Woolwich (1) 4 Waterloo (1) 4
Goals: Kaila Kutchaw, Michelle Conlon, 
Vicki Wannamaker, Jill Wannamaker. As-
sists: V. Wannamaker (2), Kutchaw, Jess 
Conlon, J. Wannamaker, Caroline Strenzke.
Kitchener Golden Ring Tournament
Feb. 8 - 10
Woolwich Belle (2) 5 Kitchener 4
Goals: Gillian Primeau (3), Shawna Leigh-
ton, Megan Lee. Assists: Davidson, Me-
gan Lee, Thomas (2), Primeau.
Woolwich Belle (2) 4 Hagarsville 3
Goals: Primeau (2), Megan Lee, Pasher. 
Assists: Primeau, Davidson, Pasher, Jen-
na Petker, Shawna Leighton. 
Woolwich Belle (2) 9 Paris 4
Goals: Primeau (3), Leighton (3), Thomas 
(2), Megan Lee. Assists: Michelle Lee (3), 
Thomas (2), Jenna Petker, Pasher, Megan 
Lee, Tabatha Horst.
Championship Game               
Woolwich Belle (2) 7 Kitchener 6
Goals: Primeau (2), Pasher, Thomas, Lee 
(2), Petker. Assists: Leighton, Michelle 
Lee (2), Primeau (2), Megan Lee, Thomas.
                                                
Junior 
Feb. 14
Woolwich 3 Waterloo 2
Goals: Kelly Barnes (3). Assists: Amber 
Bauman, Michelle Poole (2), Meghan 
O'Hara.
 
                        
                                                

                Basketball: Jr boys bounce back
In the 8:30 a.m. match 

the following day, the 
Lancers found them-
selves tipping the ball 
against shorter players 
on a shorter bench. 

“From the offset we 
were a stronger team,” 
said Gaudet of  the 
Kilmarnock crew, which 
she suspected was miss-
ing players.

The Lancers’ lead scor-
er showed his stripes 
during the morning 
match improving the 
home team’s lead 26-2 in 
the first quarter. Scott 
Albrecht took advantage 
of  fast breaks and short 
baskets while his coach 
enjoyed rotating a full 
roster. 

The Lancers finished 
with a 69-29 win over 

Kilmarnock before mov-
ing on to win the conso-
lation final against the 
Rockway Flames that 
afternoon. 

EDSS found they had 
a similar advantage 
over Rockway when its 
10-man roster was mea-
sured against only six 
Flames. 

“Because I was able to 
use all of  our players, 

they all contributed to 
the win,” said Redekop, 
noting the team had a 20-
point lead.

Grade 10 leaders Al-
brecht, Grant Beeler 
and Chad Frey were 
instrumental during 
the match up having 
logged the most min-
utes in the final games 
as well as during sea-
son play.

» From page 20
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GOLDEN WIN The Woolwich Wild Bantam LL team won gold at the Stoney Creek Sweetheart Tournament Feb. 9-
12. First row: Lisa Bauman. Second row: Lindsay Goulden, Nikki Bisbee, Lisa Ashworth, Stacy Thompson. Third row: 
Tabitha Walker, Ashley Bauman, Mandy Martin, Heather Lorenz, Chantelle Bauman, Carly Ellis, Abby Dalton.
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»
»ON THE STAGE

ENTERTAINMENT
East meets West in EDSS production
For this year’s Sears Ontario Drama Festival, Elmira high school to tell sweeping story Kabuki-style

DESIREE FINHERT

Elmira students are not 
saying a word about 
their newest play. The 
collaborative writing 
effort by drama depart-
ment head DJ Carroll, 
director of  this year’s 
lone entry for the Sears 
Ontario Drama Festival, 
and EDSS students has 
the 50-member cast and 
crew tongue tied.

For audiences, watch-
ing the Lotus Petal, the 
West’s homage to East-
ern culture, will be a bit 
like watching a silent 
film performed by one of  
the largest casts Elmira 
District Secondary 
School has ever entered 
in competition.  

“Elmira has a tradi-
tion that when we go to 
Sears every year we do 
things that push the en-
velope,” Carroll told the 
Observer. “We do things 
that shake up what the 
rest of  the theatre com-
panies or what the rest 
of  the schools are doing 
– either by the type of  

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Dr. John D. Price
Optometrist

PHONE:

519-669-0012
or

519-669-0879

PHONE:
519-669-0879

63 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

PROGRAMMED 
INSURANCE BROKERS INC.

49 Industrial Drive, Elmira   OFFICE: 519-669-1631

FRANK COOPER
REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKER

HOME • AUTO • TENANT
LIABILITY • COMMERCIAL
Friendly, professional service for your

personal insurance requirements.

MEN’S LEAGUE: SUNDAY NIGHTS
MIDGETS AND JUNIORS: PLAY SUNDAY NIGHTS

COST:  $160.00, THIRD CHILD FREE, TYKES: $80.00
GOALIES WITH EQUIPMENT: $50.00

REGISTRATION DATES:
LEISURE SHOWS:  TUESDAY FEBRUARY 20, 6:00 TO 8:00 PM

FERGUS ARENA, BELSYDE RD., FERGUS
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 6:00 TO 8:00 PM, ELORA ARENA

PAYMENTS CAN BE MADE IN TWO INSTALLMENTS, FEB 24 AND APR 21

CENTRE
WELLINGTON
INLINE HOCKEY

SEASON RUNS APRIL TO JULY
BOYS AND GIRLS OF ALL AGES

CALL 846-8114 FOR MORE INFORMATION

play we do, the challenge 
of  the play we do, or by 
saying ‘we’re going to do 
a play but we’re going to 
bring a cast that’s three 
times the size of  any-
thing they’ve ever seen 
before.’ So we’re going to 
make an epic play.”

The concept of  per-
forming a kabuki-style 
play has been on the 
drama teacher’s mind 
for several years.

With the themes and 
characters borrowed 
from Japanese and Chi-
nese mythology, the 
Elmira troupe tells the 
tale of  a young hero who 
must hone his fighting 
skills in order to defeat 
a destructive warlord 
and his army. Coming 
to the hero’s aid 
are an old Japa-
nese master and 
the four elemen-
tal daughters of  
the mystical Lo-
tus Petal: Earth, 
Wind, Fire and 
Steel. 

One of  the 
common themes 
borrowed from 
Carroll’s child-
hood books and 
ancient lore is 
the main char-
acter’s rise from 
youthful inexpe-
rience to that of  
a martial artist 
in order to ful-
fill his or her 
destiny. This is 
a challenge the 
actors must 
accomplish by 
proxy, studying 
Tae Kwon do and 
swordplay with black-
belt instructors. 

The other common 
thread borrowed from 
Asian mythology is the 
importance of  maintain-
ing balance.

In Lotus Petal the natu-
ral balance and order 
of  things are disrupted 

when the warlord begins 
conquering villages. 
This has an adverse af-
fect on the elements. 

“The main theme is 
the balance of  nature 
and also in the oriental 
ideas you have your Yin 
and Yang, your good and 

evil, your powerful and 
weak – one doesn’t exist 
without the other,” Car-
roll explained.

The entire story is told 
in mime.

“The biggest challenge 
is we have to tell a story 
without the use of  dia-

logue: they (actors) have 
to do everything with 
their facial expressions, 
with their actions with 
their motions,” he said. 
“Costuming, the set, the 
music, all those things 
now have to take the part. 
A line of  dialogue could 

explain everything, now 
we have to take five min-
utes of  action to explain 
the same thing.”  

To that end, everything 
is over-exaggerated. The 
makeup is bold, the cos-
tumes elaborate and the 
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TWO LITTLE MAIDENS Composer Danielle Sharron (front) 
will play keyboards while Jessica Straus is on stage during 
EDSS’ production of Lotus Petal, the school’s Sears Ontario 
Drama Festival entry. The competition is Feb. 28 to Mar. 3 in 
Listowel. The play will be staged at EDSS in advance, Feb. 
23 and 24. 
EPIC SCALE Page 23: Sharror (left), Anthony Damiao, 
Cassy Bauman and Jessica Straus are but four of the 
sprawling cast and crew of 50.

See LOTUS PETAL  »23

STRONG, SILENT TYPE Anthony 
Damiao is the character Strong 
Friend in the EDSS’ kabuki-style 
play Lotus Petal, the school’s entry  
at the Sears Ontario Drama Festi-
val.
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Elmira Blood 
Donor Clinic

What better way is there to 
spend an hour of your time?

Call 1888 2 DONATE
for more information or to book an appointment. bloodservices.ca

100 Union St. • 519-669-1501

REPAIRS • MACHINING
CUSTOM FABRICATIONS

MANUFACTURING

3 Industrial Dr., Elmira • 519-669-5195

MANUFACTURING 
SPINDLES & HUBS FOR 
FARM EQUIPMENT & 
PRODUCTION MACHINING

EM ELDALE MACHINE & TOOL LTD.

emtsales@bellnet.ca

Advance
Millwrights

Inc.

“WHERE TIRES ARE A SPECIALTY, NOT A SIDE LINE.”

Farm • Auto • Truck • Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

Call Us for Tires!Call Us for Tires!

Direct: 519-747-1256 Ex 209 

HANEY, HANEY & KENDALL

JOHN KENDALL
Barrister & Solicitor

41 Erb St. E., P.O. Box 185, Waterloo ON
TEL: 519-747-1010  FAX: 519-747-9323 EMAIL: jkendall@haneylaw.com

60 First St. E. • 519-669-5166

Registered to ISO 
9001, 14001

Manufacturers of 
Sulphuric Acid
and Sodium 
Bisulphite

Sulco Chemicals Limited

(519) 669-3388 • 1-877-711-9677

A division of Grandridge Farms Inc.

Specializing in: Local & Long Distance Trucking
Flatbeds • Rack & Tarps • 53’ Stepdecks

R.R.#1   West Montrose

Inc.

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

519-884-0100

22 Church St. W • 519-669-5353

Elmira Donuts & Deli

Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches • Donuts
Pies • Muffins • Bread • Cookies

Mon. to Fri. 5 am - 6:15 pm • Sat. 5 am - 5:15 pm

Home Baking
Light Lunches

Breakfast Items

MARTINS
CUSTOM WOODWORK INC.

4725 HERRGOTT ROAD
BOX 56, WALLENSTEIN, ONT

PHONE: 519-669-0111
FAX: 519-669-0087

• WOODTURNING
• CHAIR

COMPONENTS
• ROCKING CHAIR
& CHAIR REPAIRS

MARTINSMARTINS
CUSTOM WOODWORK CUSTOM WOODWORK CUSTOM WOODWORK CUSTOM WOODWORK 

4725 4725 
BOX 56, WALLENSTEIN, ONT

Pine Hill

519.699.4050RR1, 4405 Lobsinger Line

ST. CLEMENTS, ON  N0B 2M0

M A C H I N I N G  I N C

519-669-5478   •   Toll Free 1-800-265-6126

FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED
“Finest in quality 

feeds and service.”
www.ffmltd.com

Blood is comprised of several components. These components may be transfused 
separately or together to treat various conditions. Each donation of whole blood is 
separated into four main components:
Red Blood Cells carry oxygen to tissues and are responsible for removal of carbon 
dioxide through the lungs.
White Blood Cells protect the body from infection, however, they often carry vi-
ruses and bacteria. This is why these cells are removed in a process called leukore-
duction to protect recipients from side-effects.
Platelets provide the basis for clotting that helps control bleeding.
Plasma is a liquid containing many of the body’s proteins that help fight infection 
and help clotting. It distributes nutrients to tissues and transports waste products 
to the lungs, liver and kidneys, which expel them. Plasmapheresis yields twice as 

NEXT CLINIC

3541 Broadway St., Hawkesville • 519-699-5661

Custom Built Kitchen Cabinets & Vanities
www.chervin.ca

WHERE:  Lion's Hall, Elmira
DATE:  Friday, February 23, 2007

TIME:  2:00 - 8:30PM

actions over the top. 
A narrator helps move the 

story along at a steady clip, 
ensuring the play stays under 
the festival’s 50-minute maxi-
mum. 

As well, music plays a vital 
part to the story, swelling with 
character emotion, slowing 

with grief  and quickening at 
the climax.

Grade 12 student composer 
Danielle Sharron is responsi-
ble for the play’s mood swings, 
largely evoked through per-
cussion. Sharron herself  will 
be behind her keyboard, play-
ing traditional music for the 
main performances. 

The EDSS crew travels to 
Listowel District Secondary 
School Feb. 28 to Mar. 3 for the 
north-western regional leg of  
the festival.

Lotus Petal will be performed 
at the home stage Feb. 23 and 
24 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $5 
for students and seniors; gen-
eral admission is $8.

Lotus Petal: Go big, or go home
» from page 22
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CLASSIFIEDS »
All advertising is accepted subject to the Publisher’s discretion. The Publisher will not be responsible for 
damages arising out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space occupied by that 
portion of the advertisement in which the error occured. Please check your ad on the first day of publica-
tion. The Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge for the space for one insertion only.

»PLACING A CLASSIFIED AD
Classified ads can be obtained in person, by phone | fax from Monday to Thursday 8:30am-
5pm or Friday 8:30am-4pm. Email queries  to classifieds@woolwichobserver.com 24/7 
- email will be replied by next business day. All classified ads are prepaid by Visa | Master-
Card | Debit | Cash | Cheque unless on account. Deadline is Thursdays by 10am.

»CLASSIFIED RATES
20 Word — Residential........................ $7.50
20 Word — Commercial..................... $12.00
Extra Words....................................20¢ | 30¢
Bold Headline.................................$1.00/line

»ADVERTISING POLICY

»CONTACT US
Telephone....................519.669.5790
Toll Free .......................1.888.966.5942
Fax...............................519.669.5753
Email............................classifieds@woolwichobserver.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED FOR SALE AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

Milverton & District Medical Centre
requires a

REGISTERED NURSE
To work approximately 32 to 36 hours per 
week in a busy medical practice. Candidates 
should possess excellent clinical skills, be 
able to work with minimal supervision and 
have some computer knowledge. Ability to 
perform venipuncture would be an asset.

Please fax resume by:
Wednesday 28th February, 2007

To the attention of:
Dr. Spiers and Hodes
c/o Milverton Medical Centre
101 — 50 William St., 
Milverton, Ontario, N0K 1M0

Fax: 519-595-8856

No telephone inquiries will be accepted.

10 Church St. W., Elmira
email: schelterofficepro@primus.ca

tel: (519) 669-2201  fax: (519) 669-3052

LOCALLY OWNED 
AND OPERATED

FAST and FREE 
Delivery Service

COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS DELIVERY & SERVICE
• Pick-up & delivery of office supplies, office
   furniture and equipment in local area
   (including Toronto)
• Installation and service support for commercial
   accounts
• Some heavy lifting required
• Email / fax or drop off resumé at the store

LOST IN ELMIRA 
(CHARLIE)

1 yr old German Shorthaired 
Pointer Lab cross, dark brown 
back & sides, white tip on tail.
Last seen Fri. Feb 9th at Kill-
deer & Church St., Elmira

If found please call

Home: 519-210-0107
Cell: 519-500-6330

$15000 REWARD
FOR SAFE RETURN

Programmed Insurance Brokers Inc. has an 
immediate opening for an 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Reporting directly to the Personal Lines Manager, 
this position is responsible for various general 
administrative duties. 

 Qualifications include experience and proficiency 
with computer systems such as Word and Excel.  
If you are an effective communicator, extremely 
organized, pay attention to detail and quality, and 
are capable of multitasking in a fast-paced and 
service driven environment, we are interested in 
you.

Please send or fax your resume in confidence by 
Wednesday February 21st, 2007, to the attention of 
Human Resources, Programmed Insurance Brokers 
Inc., 49 Industrial Drive, Elmira, Ontario, N3B 3B1  
Fax 519-669-1923.  Resumes can be emailed 
to thanley@pib.com.   We thank all interested 
candidates.  Please note only those chosen for an 
interview will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

Classic Hair Design  
looking for established  
hairstylists, full or part  time 
for busy hair salon. Friend-
ly atmosphere, competitive  
wages, flexible hours.  Call 
519-669-1977, or  drop 
off resume at 6  Arthur St. 
N., Elmira  (above Elmira 
IGA).

Delivery Driver Posi-
tions available at New  
Orleans Pizza in Elmira.  A 
variety of shifts available. 
Cash paid daily plus  tips. 
Applicants must possess 
a valid Ontario’s  driv-
ers licence and reliable 
transportation. Applicants 
must also be mature and 
exhibit good  communica-
tion skills.  Good working 

»

»

edge of Quick Books,  
have bookkeeping knowl-
edge and be efficient in  
the use of a computer.  
This is a part time position. 
Resumes will be received 
until February 23,  2007. 
Please forward to:  Trinity 
United Church  P.O. Box 
25 Elmira, On.,  N3B 2Z5. 
c/o Ministry  and Personnel 
Committee.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Babysitter, Christian.  
Available full time week-
days. Will come to your  
home. Recent highschool  
graduate. Experience  with 
all ages. References  avail-
able. 519-669-1992

FOR SALE

Attention Woodwork-
ers, Hobbyists & Cabinet 
makers! Laminated Plywood 
odds &  ends Sale! Maple, 
oak,  pine, cherry & more 
in  4x8 & 4x10 panels!  Kate 
519-895-2323  Mon-Fri 9-4.

»

»

FREE Matress Cover  
with any new matress  set 
plus “pick up” and  save 
another $25 top  quality 
- low prices. 18  years in 
business. Also  house-
wares, footwear,  toys, 
baby items, linens, mov-
ies, CDs and   much much 
more!  FREE insoles with 
all  new rubber boots.  
Nearly new centre,  5116 
Ament Line Linwood, 
Tues-Fri 10-5,  Sat 9-3. 
519-698-0088.

Guns. If your hunting  
days are over we pay  
cash for your registered  
or unregistered shotgun,  
rifle or handgun. Deliver  
to Lovetts Gun Centre,  
3310 King St. E. Kitchener, 
after 1 p.m. phone  519-
893-4867.

Guns. Inventory Clear-
ance. For list of low gun  
prices, send fax  519-
893-7633 or e-mail  keith.
lovett@sympatico.c a  
Lovett’s Gun Centre,  3310 
King St.. E. Kitchener. 
Phone 519-893-4867  af-
ter 1 p.m.

Machine Shop Equip-
ment. Retiring. Would  like 
to sell as lot, will seperate. 
Please call  519-638-5742. 
Cell  519-574-5742.

Maple Syrup Equip-
ment, stainless steel  
evapo ra to r.  S to rage  
tanks, Rithby sap  pre-
heater, vaccum system, 
pipe lines,  519-656-2867 
Wellesley.

Record Albums, 45’s,  
78’s, plus 8 track tapes. 
1  record player and 2 an-
tique library chairs. 3 sets  
of table lamps in green,  
beige, pink and white.  
Other household items.  
Call 519-669-5279.

Sklar-Pepplar sofa, like  
new, creamy colour, very  
clean, $400. Desk with  
hutch, excellent condi-
tion, $100. Artificial 7 foot  
Christmas tree, very nice,  
$75. Call 519-669-0648.

Welcome To Frocks N  
Fabrics Annual Spring  
Fabric Sale. Feb. 20 - Mar.  
3. A big variety of 100% 
polyester fabric, solids, 
floral,  polycottons and 
stripped  shirt fabric. All 
selling at reduced prices. 

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

FOR SALE

Except for  new arrivals. A 
selection of  girls dresses 
and slips available. Bring 
your own patterns for cus-
tom orders.  Sale hours: 
Mon, Wed - Sat  9-6 Tues 
9-9.   519-846-9250 Coun-
ty Road  7 between Alma 
and Salem.

PETS

Golden Retriever Pup-
pies. Very cute, soft, gold  
wooly coats. Born  Dec.18. 
Both parents on  site. Vet 
checked, first  shots and 
dewormed  $350. 519-
669-1836 Floradale. No 
Sunday calls.

Megamutts Dog Train-
ing - Spring classes be-
gin March 20. Six weeks  
of obedience and agility.  
$125. Pre register. Call  
Holly Teahen  519-669-
8167.  www.megamutts.
com

»

»

2004 Dodge Ram 2500  
Laramie Quad 4X4 LWB.  
5.9L Cummins diesel,  
auto. Full load, leather,  
heated seats, full length  
mld. boards, box liner.  
One owner, plastic cover-
ing from factory on carpet, 
new tires, too many  op-
tions to list, vehicle in  mint 
condition. 93,719  kms. 
Silver/gray int.  $38,900. 
Voisin Chrysler  519-669-
2831.

2005 Chrysler Sebring 
Touring 4 door sedan, 2.7L 
V-6, auto,  loaded. Dk. 
blue/gray  int. 29,600 kms.  
$14,900. Voisin Chrysler, 
519-669-2831.

2005 Dodge Dakota  
Club Cab SLT 4X2. 3.7  
L V-6, auto, fully loaded, 
one owner, 27,844  kms. 
Black/gray int.  $22,900. 
Voisin Chrysler, 519-669-
2831.

2005 Dodge Gr. Cara-
van. Stow N Go, loaded, 
pseat, alum.  wheels, dual 
A/C, silver, only 34,230 
kms,  reduced to  $19,900.  
Voisin Chrysler  519-669-
2831.

2006 Dodge Gr. Cara-
van Stow N Go, loaded. 
P. seat, alum road  wheels, 
dual A/C,  black/gray int. 
27,473  kms. $21,900. 
Voisin  Chrysler,  519-
669-2831.

2006 Dodge Ram 1500  
SLT MEGA 4X4. 5.7L  
hemi, auto. All SLT fea-
tures plus power adj.  ped-
als, AM/FM CD 6-disc  
MP3 radio, steering  wheel 
audio ctrl. Fog  lamps, R/W 
defroster,  trailer tow pkg.,  
light  group, step bars. 17, 
500  kms. $31,900. Voisin  
Chrysler 519-669-2831.

2006 Dodge Ram 2500  
Mega cab 4X4 SLT. 5.9L  
Cummins, auto, full load,  
t/tow, liner, alum. road  
wheels, p. sliding rear  win-
dow. One owner, only  23, 
000 kms. Inferno  red/gray 
int. $45,900.  Voisin Chrys-
ler,  519-669-2831.

2006 PT Cruiser - 4  cyl., 
auto, air, alum.  wheels, 
loaded, silver,  38,692kms, 
Reduced  $15,900. Voisin 
Chrysler 519-669-2831.

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

2007 Dodge Caliber  
SXT/SPORT. Auto, air,  
alum. wheels, loaded  incl. 
cruise, Inferno red.  18, 
425 kms. $18,900.  Voisin 
Chrysler,  519-669-2831.

RENTALS

1 Bedroom Apartment  
in very quiet 6-plex. Heat  
included. Phone  519-
669-8732.

Elmira - Large 1 bed-
room. $495.00 + hydro.  
No smoking or pets. Imme-
diate. 519-669-5431.

Newly  Renova ted 
1   bedroom apartments  
available in Wellesley.  Ev-
erything brand new.  Call 
519-745-7495.

Room(s) for Rent, Bird-
land area, responsible,  
quiet person to share 2+  
bedroom townhouse with  
23-yr. old male.  $100/$125 
per week.  Please call after 
6p.m.  519-748-8090

Shop for Rent in Elmira.  
6000 sq.ft. Lots of office  
space. For information  
call John at  519-669-
4719 or after  5:30,  519-
669-9228.

St. Jacobs - One bed-
room, partly furnished,  
1 mature non-smoker,  
parking, private entrance, 
upstairs of  home. Refer-
ences required, no pets.  
$485/month. 664-2114.

TRADES &       
SERVICES

Sewing Drapes / Cur-
tains to dress up your  
windows. Beautiful custom 
drapery made to fit  your 
windows at affordable pric-
es. Call  519-669-1417.

COMING EVENTS

Central Boiler - Outdoor  
Corn & Wood boiler 1  DAY 
ONLY show. For  more info 
please call  Pumps Plus 
Ltd. at  519-669-5004.

Open House: The Book  
Lady’s Beat the Winter  
Blahs Sale! Everyone wel-
come. Thursday, February  
22nd and Friday Febru-
ary  23rd at 45 Barnswal-
low Dr.,  Elmira. 519-669-
7604.

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

environment. Apply in per-
son to  25 Industrial Drive, 
Elmira.

Home Safety Detec-
tives  to educate, inspect 
and  install security and 
fire  warning systems in  
homes. Customer  service/
sales experience  helpful. 
Will train. Please  send 
resume to  info@secure-
sense.ca

Kitchener Wood Pal-
let  company looking for 
dedicated, reliable, self 
motivated team players to 
fill  numerous openings, 
day  and evening. Posi-
tions in  recycling, pallet 
repair  and manufacture 
are  available. Experience 
is  an asset, but we will 

»

»

train  the right individu-
als.  Wages to be deter-
mined  by position, hourly 
or  piece rate. Please re-
spond by fax to  519-585-
2235 Attn: Scott.

Secretary Required,  
Part-time for approximate-
ly 14hrs./week. Detailed 
job. Description  avail-
able from the Church  Of-
fice. Contact Pastor  Hans 
Borch,  519-669-5591.

Secretary Required 
for  Trinity United Church,  
Elmira. Must have good  
computer skills and be  
able to work in a busy of-
fice setting with minimum  
supervision. This position  
is Monday through Friday, 
four hours per day.  Re-
sumes will be received  
until February 23, 2007.  
Please forward to: Trinity  
United Church P.O. Box  
25 Elmira On., N3B 2Z5  
c/o Ministry and Personnel 
Committee.

Treasurer Required 
for  Trinity United Church,  
Elmira. Must have knowl-

»

»

»

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

AUTOMOTIVE

1998 Plymouth Neon  
4-door, AS IS. Runs well,  
175,000kms, $1200 or  
best offer. 519-669-1123.

2002 Dodge Dakota  
Quad Sport 4X2. 4.7L  V-
8, fully loaded, extra  clean 
truck, all power options 
including box liner,  alum. 
road wheels, must  see 
truck. 52,329 kms.  Silver/
gray int. $18,900.  Voisin 
Chrysler  519-669-2831.

»

»

Our famous one-liner...

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, Ontario  N3B 1Z9 tel: 519.669.5790
1.888.966.5942

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, Ontario  N3B 1Z9

Our famous one-liner...Our famous one-liner...

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, Ontario  N3B 1Z9

• 4x the circulation of the ‘competition’
• all advertising available online
• everybody has free access to newspaper

• 4x the circulation of the ‘competition’

Observer classifieds 
working for You!.
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Community Information Page
TEL: 519-669-1647 or 519-664-2613  
PLAN/ENG: 519-669-8706    
FAX: 519-669-1820   

AFTER HOURS 
EMERGENCY:  
519-575-4504

P.O. BOX 158, 69 ARTHUR ST. S.
ELMIRA, ONTARIO  N3B 2Z6
WEBSITE:  www.woolwich.ca

THE TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
"Proudly remembering our past; 

confidently embracing our future."

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Chemtura Public Advisory Committee will meet on 

Monday, February 26, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. in Council Chambers, 
69 Arthur Street South Elmira.

Featuring a presentation on 
“Chemtura Canada Co./Cie Worst Case Scenario” 

at 7:30 p.m.

TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to Section 12 of Ontario Regulation 244/02, the 
Municipal Council of the Corporation of the Township of Woolwich intends to 
pass an amendment to by-law 60-2005 to increase the water rate associated 
with the distribution and collection of water effective April 1, 2007.  The current 
and proposed rates are as follows:

Consumption Rates (per m3): Current Proposed                
Water  1.00             1.03

The proposed increase from 2006 to 2007 for a typical water customer using 
240 cubic metres annually is $7.20 or 3%.  Subsequent to the increase in the 
water usage rate there will be no increase to the wastewater usage rate or 
renewal and replacement charges forecasted over this period.  

Public Input
Before passing the amending by-law to increase the water rate, Council will hold 

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROPOSED CHANGES TO WATER RATES

an information session and public meeting on March 6, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers at the Township Hall, at which any person who attends 
may make representation with respect to this matter. 

Any person wishing to make representations at the meeting is encouraged to 
register as a delegation with the Deputy Clerk by 1:00 p.m., Thursday, March 
1, 2007 (519-669-1647 ext. 239).  Failure to register does not preclude rep-
resentations to the Council.  Written comments will also be received by the 
undersigned until 1:00 p.m., Thursday, March 1, 2007 by fax, mail, email or 
hand delivery.  

Dated at Elmira, Ontario this 17th day of February 2007.

Richard Petherick
Interim Director of Finance & Treasurer
email:rpetherick@woolwich.ca

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942   |   www.woolwichobserver.com

The most award-
winning newspaper
in Waterloo Region.
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»WORD-UP | Created Exclusively for The Observer. ©2007 »STRANGE BUT TRUE | BILL & RICH SONES

Convincing someone you’re a 
stock forecaster in just weeks
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»BY THE NUMBERS | SUDOKU
EASY MEDIUM

HARD

SOLUTION FROM LAST WEEK

HOW TO PLAY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 only once.
Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. 
You already have a few numbers to get you 
started. 

REMEMBER: you must not repeat the 
numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, 
column or 3x3 box.

Find the answers to this week’s puzzles on 
page 31.

©2007 Cathedral Communications Inc.

T R I S T E O T I C T A S T E
B A L T I C D O N A A R E A L
S P L A S H D O W N S B R I N E
P E S T I O U C E L E S T A

E L D E R S T A T E S M A N
F R Y E N S T H R U T I R O
R O U G H A N D R E A D Y C A R
O M A H A T O O S E A R
G E N E V A S L Y S O O T H E

E R N E L E G U S H E R
H I S E N T R E P R E N E U R S
A N E W A C E R A N D S E T
S T A I N L E S S S T E E L
B I G G E S T A I M I L I A
E M I L E E N V I S I O N I N G
E A R E D R U I N E T E R N E
N E T T Y A B E T S T R E S S

Q.  Out in the fro-
zen wilderness, you 
lose your backpack 
in a fall.  You still 
have a knife but 
your matches are 
gone.  It’s getting 
really cold and you 
need a fire. There’s 
wood around but 
no sparking mate-
rial.  What to do?

A.  If you read Jules Verne’s The Desert of Ice, 
you know of Captain Hatteras and a few loyal 
men abandoned near the Arctic, facing the above 
circumstances, says Jearl Walker in The Flying Cir-
cus of Physics. Their ingenious doctor fashioned 
a convex lens out of a clear section of ice (no air 
bubbles), using a hatchet to shape it and smoothing 
it with his knife and warmth from his fingers.  Then 
he focused the bright sunlight onto the kindling and 
within seconds it ignited.  Such an idea may have 
originated with British scientist William Scoresby, 
Arctic pioneer, whose ice lens ignited wood, tobac-
co in a sailor’s pipe, etc.
Or why not use an eyeglass lens, if available, as 

was done with Piggy’s glasses in William Golding’s 
Lord of the Flies. This can work, says Walker, but 
NOT if the wearer is nearsighted, as was Piggy; these 
lenses won’t focus the rays. “The story is flawed.  
You’d need the glasses of someone farsighted for 
this to work.”

Q.  Can’t be just coincidental, can it, that 
we have 10 fingers for counting and enumer-
ating and a base-10 number system to go 
along with them?
A.  Perceptive observation, says Keith Devlin in 

The Math Instinct. When counting, we certainly run 
out of fingers at 10, then have to “carry” a 1 (maybe 
by moving a pebble with our foot).  Also, the word 
“digit” derives from the Latin “digitus” (finger, toe).  
Even more compelling, neuroscientists note that 
performing arithmetic activates the brain’s left pari-
etal lobe, which is also the region that controls our 
versatile, coordinated fingers. And there’s this from 
clinicians: people with “Gerstmann’s syndrome” 
are unable to tell which finger is being touched, or 
to tell right from left.  Revealingly, they also have 
difficulty coping with numbers!
So it all “adds up:” Our present-day mental number 

sense seems an abstraction from our early physical 
finger manipulations. “Mental arithmetic may be, in 
essence, ‘offline’ finger manipulation.”

Q.  If there’s an overworked, amateurish 

»

»

»

punctuation mark in English, there’s general 
agreement as to what it might be.  It’s not a , 
; ? or .  Hey, good guess!
A.  The exclamation point should be used the way 

responsible motorists use their horn:  only as a last re-
sort, says Mark Davidson in Right, Wrong, and Risky:  
A Dictionary of Today’s American English Usage.
New Fowler’s Modern English Usage concurs:  Ex-

cessive use of these marks signals an unpracticed 
writer, or one who wants to add a spurious dash of 
sensation to something unsensational.  Exclamation 
points “irritate the eyes,” said physician-essayist 
Lewis Thomas.  They’re pretentious, self- indulgent, 
almost always pointless.  Craft the words instead to 
stand on their own, a genuine astonishment, not to 
jump up and down self-consciously.  Writers tempt-
ed to use them should be compelled by law if neces-
sary into a 7-day waiting period, Thomas joked.
“If your desire to use an exclamation point be-

comes uncontrollable,” Davidson suggests, “write 
an essay about the !Kung people of southwestern 
Africa. !Kung is spelled with an exclamation point 
that represents clicking sounds that serve as a series 
of consonants in the !Kung language.” (The Ameri-
can Heritage Dictionary.)

Q.  How in just a few short weeks might 
you convince someone you’re a stock fore-
casting savant, even when you’re not?  Don’t 
really try this!
A.  Take a list of 1,024 investors and send them a 

letter on Monday, outline Edward Burger and Mi-
chael Starbird in The Heart of Mathematics. To 512 of 
them you write, “IBM stock will go up next week;” to 
the other 512 you say, “IBM stock will go down next 
week.” The following week, you send 512 letters to 
the group for whom you predicted correctly, and to 
256 you write, “IBM stock will go up next week,” 
and so on.  At the end of that week, 256 people are 
starting to pay attention to your forecasting savvy.  
Then it’s on to 128 letters, 64, 32, 16, 8, 4, 2.  “After 
nine weeks, two people will have seen you predict 
the future nine times in a row.” Now you ask them to 
send a large cheque requesting your next week’s pre-
diction, followed by an “up” letter to one, “down” 
to the other. Later, to assuage your conscience, you 
return the check to the person you misled.
Presumably, this sort of scam is illegal, but it 

happens inadvertently in another way: There are 
thousands of people who predict stock market ac-
tivity, many in good faith, and some will be correct 
sometimes. “The moral of this story is beware of 
investment counsel that says, ‘This expert correctly 
predicted the big crash of 1987.’”

»

A C R O S S 
1. Land given by the government
12. Distinctive periods of time
16. The Muse of astronomy (Greek)
17. A republic in West Africa
18. Oaf
19. Soft and mild, as opposed to hard and stern
20. Cassius Clay’s new name
21. The study of bird and reptile eggs
23. Baked in a sauce, often with bread crumbs
25. Space between parapets
26. Expression of greeting
27. Objective form of “I”
28. Organization of European countries (accro.)
30. Simmons of KISS
31. A small 4-string guitar
35. Asian female domestic
36. Seeds of the cereal grass
37. Syllable naming 5th note on musical scale
38. Relating to kidneys
40. Passage of time in linear fashion
42. Baseball referee
45. Highly valued northern freshwater fish
47. Perfume obtained from roses
51. Assist in some sort of wrongdoing
52. Small edible herring
55. A native American tent
56. Glaringly vivid
58. Santa leaves this if you’re bad
59. Stringed classical instrument
61. Once in a while (three words)
64. World superpower
65. Photograping scene without interruption
68. Mildly rude word for posterior
69. Irritating
72. To declare as true
73. Made brighter
74. Connects a noun with preceding word
75. Indefinite article appears before words
76. Counterpart to wholesale business
78. Sexual assault
84. Promptly
85. A strong emotion or wrath
86. A practitioner of voodoo
87. Contraction of “is not”
88. Possessor
90. Pictures
91. Starting places for holes at a golf course
92. Character of one of the two electric poles
D O W N 
1. Bigger than large
2. Metal-bearing minerals valuable to be mined
3. The last Chinese Dynasty, also known as Qing
4. Involve, have as a logical consequence
5. Lowest part of a framework
6. Asian unit of measurement = 1.3 ounces
7. Religious meal with friends
8. Open river valley

9. In the same place
10. A negative
11. Small Italian dumpling served like pasta
12. Moderately quick tempo
13. Black-footed albatross
14. City in Eastern Oregon
15. Fashions, types
22. Hospital room where surgery is performed
24. A sign of something about to happen
29. Consumed
31. Commonly encountered
32. Edible seaweed in Japanese cooking
33. To make a mistake
34. Robert E. and Bruce
35. Surveying instrument
39. Something mama’s boys are said to cling to 
(two words)
41. Informal term for mother
43. For every
44. Migratory labourers
46. Catholic school girls wear this
48. The sesame plant.
49. Celery, technically
50. It happens after soaping your dishes
53. Mites
54. At any time
57. Bride and groom say “I __”
60. Writing liquid
62. French-speaking Belgian
63. duplicating sound with a great degree of 
precision (hyphen.)
65. La Brea is a world famous one (two words)
66. Strongly opposed
67. Acetone is this type of organic compound
70. From an island chain halfway between 
Hawaii and Australia
71. Tense (two words)
74. Not secret
77. The thing named or in question
79. A region or portion
80. A knife, often homemade
81. It’s where the hearth is
82. Opposite of yeses
83. Salad before serving
89. Me and you make __
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SERVICE PROS »»CONTACT US
Telephone....................519.669.5790
Toll Free .......................1.888.966.5942
Fax...............................519.669.5753
Email............................ads@woolwichobserver.com

AUTOMOTIVE

ACCOUNTING

CARPET CARE

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

DECORATING

PAINTING

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 

accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
21 HOWARD AVE., ELMIRA

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

Accredited Test
& Repair Facility

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira 519-669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 

Assistance

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

Call Us At
519-669-3373

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

Body Maintenance
at

AUTOMOTIVE

519-669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

PALESHI
Celebrating over 30 Years of Great Customer Service!

M O T O R S

“YOUR ONE
STOP SHOP

SERVICE 
CENTRE”

QUALITY SERVICE & REPAIRS OF MOST  CARS, VANS, PICK-UP & SUVS
» Safety Inspections
» Annual Truck Inspections
» Auto Appraisals
» 4x4 & SUV Service & Repairs

AUTOMOTIVE

INCOME TAX FOR INDIVIDUALS, SOLE PROPRIETORS & PARTNERSHIPS ETC.

dwitmer@witmercac.com

519-669-0003

20A Arthur St. N. 
Unit #1, P.O. Box 51 

Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z5

DENISE WITMER
ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE FOR SMALL - MEDIUM SIZED BUSINESSES

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location
     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off

      and Pick up Service
     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair
     • Janitorial  • Grout Cleaning
     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation
     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL 519-669-7607

Ring in the New Year
With a Shine!

15% OFF
Residential Carpet Cleaning

Call for Details
Coupon holds no cash value. Offer expires Feb. 28, 2007

www.completecarpetcare.ca

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira • 519-669-5551112 Bonnie Cresresr Elmirarar 519 669 5551

Reality Bytes

Elmira’s
LARGEST
selection of 
major brand
computers

Come see our 
showroom at:

COMPUTERS

LAPTOPS

MONITORS

and SERVICE

COMPUTER REPAIR

T: 519•580•3434

DIAMOND
FORMING
DIAMOND
FORMING

• house walls (9’ available)
• farm walls
• retaining walls
• manure tanks
• crane rental service

F: 519•699•5446

CONCRETE

CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

E L M I R A

PHOTO

519-669-FILM
57 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.elmiraphoto.com

YOU NAME 
IT: WE 

FRAME IT!

CUSTOM FRAMINGCONSTRUCTION

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

GENERAL CONTRACTING
commercial • industrial

519-846-9066

CONSTRUCTION INC.

CRANE

ORTLIEB
CRANE
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
 7 Days A Week

Specializing in Paint
& Wallcoverings

519-669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all 
your home 
decorating

needs

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.
• Service

• Colour Consulting

519-669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

For All Your Decorating Needs

DYNAMIC BALANCING

Specializing in Computerized
Dynamic Balancing

Fans, Rotors, Armatures, Pump Impellers,
Drive Shafts & Many Styles of Rotary Equipment

tel: 1-800-525-4022 fax: (519) 653-7949

On-Site
Balancing
Available

ELECTROLYSIS 
& LASER HAIR 
REMOVAL
Other Essentials Include:
Waxing 
Facials
Pedicures
Eyelash & Brow Tinting
Nuskin Distributor

Rachel Bauman
519-669-0237

Laser Technologist
Certified Electrologist

ELECTROLYSIS

TheGoldsmith

28 Arthur St. S., Elmira 519.669.4600

Jewellry Repairs
Custom Work • Free Estimates

JEWELLRY REPAIRS

PAINTING

36 Hampton St., Elmira

20 years 
experience

519-669-2251
interior/exterior painting • wallpapering & repairs

free
estimates

GLEN

BIRMINGHAM
PAINTING & DECORATING

INTERIOR & 
EXTERIOR
PAINTING

•
WALLPAPERING

519-669-1131

OVER 40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE!

REFLEXOLOGY

KATE HYMERS RRPr.

Certified Reflexologist

23 Dalebrook St., Elmira, ON N3B 3M2

519.669.4497

ROOFING | SIDING

BRIAN
MARTIN

- SIDING
- SOFFIT & FACIA
- EAVESTROUGH
- REPLACEMENT

WINDOWS & DOORS

519-669-1727

PLUMBING PLUMBING

519-669-3362

YOUR
PLUMBING
& HEATING

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

19 First St. E., Elmira

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652
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SERVICE PROS »t. 519.669.5790
1-888-966-5942
f. 519.669-5753
ads@woolwichobserver.com

SCRAP WANTED SELF STORAGESALT SUPPLIES SHARPENING

Taking Salt to 
Peoples’ Basements

Since 1988

519-747-2708

Superior Salt Products

Fast, Friendly Service

Convenient Delivery Times

Discounts for Seniors

Softener Salt
& Ice Melts

Softener Salt
& Ice Melts

Visit our Website at
www.riepersalt.com

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Call

Various
sizes & rates 

519-669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

PALESHI
Celebrating over 30 Years of Great Customer Service!

M O T O R S

“YOUR ONE
STOP SHOP

SERVICE 
CENTRE”

TOWING 
AVAILABLE

WE WANT YOUR SCRAP VEHICLE!
Tug it, Tow it or Tell us where it is...

We want your scrap car, van or truck. (free tow)

TOP PRICES PAID! Call Chris at Paleshi See store for details.

ELMIRA’S SHARPENING
HEADQUARTERS

Knife and Scissor Sharpening

Have your skates
sharpened with us
four times, and the

fifth one’s FREE!

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SIGNS | SCREEN PRINTING UPHOLSTERY

519-669-8466

•Custom
•Motorcycle Seats
•Antiques
•Marine
•Farm
•Furniture
•Designer Fabrics

G A Y L E ’ S
UPHOLSTERY

Elmira

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Custom Draperies & Blinds • Curtain Hardware

40 Memorial Ave, Elmira
519-669-8309

OBSERVER PHOTO REPRINTS

Make our shots part of  
your precious memories...

519-669-5790
 ...call us for rates/sizes & unpublished photos.

We take a mean picture, but we’re 
awfully nice about photo reprints!

HOME HUNTING »t. 519.669.5790
1-888-966-5942
f. 519.669-5753
ads@woolwichobserver.com

Helping you is what we do.

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage

519-669-3192www.Royallepage.ca/Elmira

OFFICE LOCATED AT 90 EARL MARTIN DR., UNIT 1, ELMIRA

Elmira@Royallepage.ca

*SALES REPRESENTATIVE ** BROKER OF RECORD

Carolyn Sullivan*

Darren Romkey*

Dale Keller*

Laurie Langdon*

Shanna Rozema*

Sharon Farr*

Bonnie Brubacher**

Monique Brubacher*

ELMIRA
REAL ESTATE 
SERVICES

$314,900, GLEN ALLAN Pic-
turesque view overlooking 
park and Conestogo River. 
Tasteful décor throughout, 
many updates completed, 
master bdrm ensuite, sepa-
rate dining room, finished rec 
room w/wood stove, fenced 
yard w/utility shed. MLS

GREAT STARTER HOME!
$149,000, MOOREFIELD
Nice 2 storey with 3 bed-
rooms, 1 1/2 bathrooms, 
separate dining/living room 
with hardwood flooring, 
eat-in kitchen, detached 
garage! MLS

YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED 
$344,900, ELMIRA 3-year-old 
bungalow w/beautiful open 
concept oak kitchen, main floor 
laundry, main floor master bed-
room w/ensuite, 4 bedrooms, 2 
up & 2 down, finished rec room 
w/gas fireplace, 55.77 x 131.23 
lot size! MLS

A HOME FOR THE FAMILY 
$299,000, ELMIRA Attractive 
bungalow in prime location, 
many updates completed since 
2005, ceramic & hardwood floor-
ing, cozy sunroom w/walkout to 
deck, separage dining room, ma-
ture fenced yard! MLS

STUNNING GEORGIAN STYLE 
$599,900, HAWKESVILLE Scenic 
3/4 acre setting, separate din-
ing room and family room, main 
floor laundry, eat-in kitchen, 4+2 
bedrooms, master bdrm ensuite, 
attractive landscaping with ga-
zebo and walkways! MLS

jasonshantz@bell.blackberry.net

T. 519.888.7110
F. 519.888.6117

180 Weber Street South

Waterloo, Ontario N2H2B2

Jason Shantz
Broker

TRENDY HOME IN THE COUNTRY!
DRAYTON - This home is loaded with hard-
woods, and ceramics throughout. Boasting 
a modern �air in 
a country setting, 
complete with 
stainless steel ap-
pliances. Asking 
$279,000. MLS

COUNTRY LIVING!
Enjoy the beautiful in-ground pool as 
well as the scenic view! This spacious 
open concept 
home includes 
all appliances 
and a 10-person 
hot tub. Asking 
$309,900. MLS

TOTALLY 
TRANSFORMED!
ELMIRA - Want the 
luxuries of a new 
home with the lot 
that seems to only come with an older 
home? Look no further. Call now! Asking 
$236,500. MLS

REDUCED
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in Draytonin Drayton

• 9’ CEILINGS • $5,000 LANDSCAPE PACKAGE

• ENCLAVE OF ONLY 15 POOL-SIZED 80’ X 170-180’ LOTS

• 40 OZ CARPET • ADJACENT TO PROPOSED GOLF COURSE

• ENERGY EFFICIENCY FEATURES EXCEEDING ONTARIO BUILDING CODE

$344,900FROM

VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE
TUES - THURS 3-7PM
SAT & SUN 12-5PM

Call
519 638-8975
montgomeryhomes.ca

MONTDY-AD-WLOB-Feb13  2/13/07  2:40 PM  Page 1

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519-669-8629

LILA
BILLING
Broker

Res: 519-669-0933

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record
     MVA Residential

Res: 519-669-1068

ALLI
NORRIS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519-577-6248

BILL
NORRIS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519-588-1348

519-669-2772
R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD. 

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

BROKERAGE

LOVELY TREED LOT (Crescent). 2 
fireplaces, 2 walkouts. Newer siding, 
shingles, cupboards, flooring, furnace 
and updated bathroom (all since 1999). 
Hardwood in L.R./D.R. Eat-in kitchen. 
Large rec. room w/walkout. Hot tub. 
Ensuite bath. MLS $319,900.

WOW! 1/2 ACRE WOODED LOT (105x229). 
Large principle rooms overlook park-like 
yard. Sunroom. Large rec. room w/fireplace 
& office/bdrm. in lower level. Refaced 
kitchen cupboards & b.i. appliances. Main 
flr. laundry, FOUR bedrooms. Updated 
bathrooms. NEW EXCL. $389,900.

VERY WELL MAINTAINED semi in a 
quiet neighbourhood. W/O to deck 
and fenced yard. Country kitchen (w/
dishwasher). Newer carpet upstairs. 
Spacious rec. room w/newer carpet. 
1.5 baths. Central air, softener. Storage 
shed (06). Shingles replaced in 2004. 
Long driveway. New MLS $195,900

QUAINT BRICK HOME on a tree lined 
street. Large country kitchen. D.R. 
and L.R w/hardwood floor. 3 bdrms. 
+ office upstairs. Natural woodwork. 
Rec. room w/gas stove. Gas furnace. 
Walkout from bsmt. Fenced yard. 2 
storage sheds. MLS $219,900

LEON MARTIN
Broker

 BERT MARTIN
Broker

SOLID GOLD REALTY 
(II) LTD., BROKERAGE

4-B Arthur St. S.,
ELMIRA, N3B 2M5

519-669-5426

®

COUNTRY! Great home on large lot 
backing to farm land offers main floor 
family room and laundry, two walk-outs 
to patio and deck, large single garage plus 
16’ x 24’ detached garage and workshop. 
MLS $299,900. Call Bert to view.

BEAUTIFUL! Great for retirees this open 
concept bungalow in AAA condition 
backing to green space offers walkouts from 
great room and attractive rec room with gas 
fireplace, 2 full bathrooms and main floor 
laundry. MLS. $287,500. Call Bert.

LOTS FOR SALE
Country Lots 40 to 45 minutes 
from K/W or Guelph. They are 
located in the small hamlet of 
Carthage. Enjoy the gorgeous 
sunsets in a quiet, tranquil 
setting. Individual well and 
septic. Great opportunity to 
build your own house or get us 
to customize a home for you. 
For more information please 
call Leon. Excl.

LISTOWEL INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY
Newer 4 plex. Individual Hy. Meter, heating, 
and water meters. In floor heating throughout. 
Styrofoam insulated form filled with concrete 
construction, all exterior walls. For more 
information call Leon. MLS #0711057.

EXCEPTIONAL HOME on quiet street, 
colossal family room with pine walls 
and newer flooring, recroom, main floor 
laundry, kitchen has new laminate floor 
and most of the rest of the floors were 
replaced in the last few years. All exterior 
walls are insulated and drywalled. Don’t 
miss this opportunity. $134,900 MLS 
#0711597 for more info please call Leon.

BUNGALOW! Great starter or 
retirement home with recent updates 
including new kitchen. Open concept 
with finished basement, three bedrooms 
and attractively landscaped property. 
MLS $236,500. Call Bert to view.

Melanie McNeil
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Independently Owned & Operated

CALL ME TODAY FOR A FREE, CURRENT MARKET EVALUATION.
LOOKING TO BUY? TRY MY FREE BUYER CONSULTATION!

MELANIE MCNEIL

Thinking of buying or selling in Kitchener,
Waterloo, Woolwich, Wellesley or Mapleton?

“CALL MEL TO BUY OR SELL”
For a virtual tour: www.buyorsellwithmel.com 

melanie@buyorsellwithmel.com

PHONE: 519-579-4110

twin city realty inc.
B R O K E R A G E

WONDERING
ABOUT YOUR 

HOME’S VALUE?

Coach House Realty 
 Inc. Brokerage

OFFICE PHONE: 519-343-2124
159 William St., Palmerston (Across from Home Hardware)

DRAYTON Attractive, spacious 1515 sq.ft. with 
brick and vinyl exterior  To Be Built! You can 
make choices to customize to suit your taste 
from builder’s specs. Nice open concept layout, 
3 bedrms, 1 1/2 baths, great room has cathedral 
ceiling, 2 car garage,  Call Edith McArthur, Sales 
Rep, 519-638-2509 for details. MLS 0641412 
(Other lots and plans available.)

$217,900

OPEN HOUSE • SAT. FEB 17, 1-3PM
121 ELORA STREET, HARRISTON

BEAUTIFUL VICTORIAN HOME! Shows 
AA++! 4 bedrms, 2 baths, hardwood floor-
ing, formal dining/livingrm w/gas fireplace, 
familyroom, den/office, above ground pool, 
large deck, fenced yard PLUS Carriage House 
w/3 apartments w/rental income. Call Kathy 
Robinson, Sales Rep, for details 519-343-
4816. MLS 0711034.$380,000

NEW HOME - QUALITY BUILT! Attractive, 
brick, bungalow, quiet street. Open concept 
layout, lots of windows, bright & cheery, 2 
bedrooms, bump out window in dining area, 
custom kitchen cupboards, air exchanger, 
privacy fence. Call Marg Sorensen, Sales Rep, 
519-343-4489. MLS 0711500.

$189,900

OPEN HOUSE • SUN. FEB. 18, 1-3 PM
390 BRUNSWICK STREET, PALMERSTON

ROOM TO GROW 
Open Concept 3 
bedroom backsplit 
on large rural lot. 
Walk-out to patio & 
deck, overlooking 
farm at rear yard, 
finished family room 
with new woodstove 
on brick hearth. 
School is only min-
utes away. MLS.

GARY EHRLICH
Broker • Trius Realty, Inc., Brokerage 

PHONE 519-579-7733

Details @ website: http://garyehrlich.point2agent.com

$262,9
00

HOME HUNTING »

TELL A REALTOR
YOU SAW THEIR 

AD IN THE
OBSERVER!

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942   |   www.woolwichobserver.com

The most award-
winning newspaper
in Waterloo Region.

YOU 
GUESSED 

IT!

THIS WOMAN
IS SELLING

BABY STUFF
FROM AN AD
SHE PUT IN

THE OBSERVER.
SELL YOUR STUFF 

FAST & EASY

519.669-5790
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»t. 519.669.5790
1-888-966-5942
f. 519.669-5753
ads@woolwichobserver.comDeadline: Thursdays by 10am

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

FELLOWSHIP •WORSHIP • FAITH • SPIRITUAL • COMMUNITY
                  LOCAL CHURCH                                SERVICES DIRECTORY

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Looking for information 
on a faith community?

Places of Faith
Advertise the week-to-week goings-on 
in this community’s best read paper!

Emmanuel
Evangelical Missionary Church - Elmira

2 First St., Elmira • 519-669-5030

9:30am:
Sunday School 

10:45am:
Sunday Worship

“A family of 
caring believers...”

200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296
Check out our website  www.woodsidechurch.ca

Sunday February 18th, 2007 
9:15 am & 11:00 am

Pastor Dan Allen 
“Managing Your Emotions”

#5 God’s Antidote To Jealousy 

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale • 519-744-7447
www.kcf.org   •  Pastor Steve Fleming

“Building Relationships with God, 
One Another and the World”

Sundays at 8:30 am & 11 am
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm

Impact Youth Fridays at 7:30 pm
Twenty20 Young Adults (2nd & 4th Sunday) at 7:30 pm

St. Aidan’s 
Anglican
Church

65 Memorial Ave., Elmira • 519-669-8479

Service 10:30 a.m.

Matins BCP
Mr. Gary Ayres

48 Hawkesville Rd. • 519-664-2311

Upbeat Family 
Worship & 

Sunday School 
10:00 am

Wheelchair accessible • Nursery Care provided • Hearing Assisted

CALVARY UNITED
St. Jacobs

Welcome to

www.K-WUrantiaSociety.com
for your FREE Urantia Book

Melchizedek 
Authors 

Paper 67 and 93 in
The Urantia Book.

The world’s 
5th Epochal Revelation. 

A gigantic discovery 
for everyone.

www.elmiracommunity.org

Services at 
John Mahood 
Public School

5 First St., Elmira • 519-669-1459

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 18, 2007

REFRESHMENTS AT 10:00AM — SERVICE STARTS AT 10:30AM

Building Great 
Relationships

“A different way of doing church”

Come enjoy an uplifting message from our series

DEATH NOTICEDEATH NOTICEBIRTHDAY

FEB 19TH

HAPPY
50TH

CHIP!

LOVE THE GANG!

THANK YOU

THANK YOU 
BONNIE 

BRUBACHER!
Thank you to Bonnie 

Brubacher of Royal 
LePage. Throughout 
the sale of our home 
and purchase of our 
new home Bonnie 
worked tirelessly to 
see our deals through. 
Bonnie’s professional-
ism and sincerity to 
act fully on our be-
half’s alleviated much 
stress that comes with 
selling. The staff at 
Royal LePage are not 
only conscientious 
in serving clients but 
very proficient and ex-
perienced.

With much gratitude; 
Rodger & Karla Frey 
& family

BAUMAN, Rev. Ken

Passed away peacefully, 
following a courageous 
struggle with Myelogibro-
sis, on February 7, 2007, at 
St. Mary’s General Hospital, 
at the age of 69, to be with 
his Lord and saviour.
Local relatives are his 
brother James Bauman 
and wife Margaret of St. 
Jacobs.

JACKSON, Evelyn (Mrs. 
Leonard)

Peacefully, on Tuesday, 
February 6, 2007 at KW 
Health Centre, Kitchener. 
Evelyn (Cherrey) Jackson 
in her 92nd year, of Elmira, 
formerly of Peel Town-
ship.

LORENZ, James H.

Of Elmira, passed away at 
home, on Friday, February 
2, 2007, in his 46th year.

MIKOLIAZHK, Marie

Passed away, peacefully, 
on Monday, February 12, 
2007 at 
Freeport Health Centre, 
Kitchener at the age of 
95.
Local relative is sister-in-
law Anne Harvey of Hei-
delberg.

SIOPIOLOSZ, Irene Marie

 Passed away peacefully, 
on Sunday, February 11, 
2007, at Parkwood Men-
nonite Home Waterloo, 
with her five daughters 
by her side. She was 97 
years old, formerly of St. 
Clements.

FAMILY ALBUM
MAKE THEIR DAY...
PLACE A HAPPY AD,
MAKE IT SPECIAL!

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942   |   www.woolwichobserver.com

The most award-
winning newspaper
in Waterloo Region.

Choose a destination.
Find a landmark.
Take a picture.
Send it in.
Get a prize.

TRAVEL
AROUND THE WORLD
ROAD MAP   |   CLEAN UNDERWEAR   |   THE OBSERVER

The most award-The most award-The most award-
winning newspaperwinning newspaper

Kyle, Brett & Kirstin Kraemer
New Maryland, New Brunswick

Visiting Uncle Rob at the firestation - they

hand over paper for destination: Afghanistan.

Warrant Officer Robert Schnarr

Camp Nathan Smith, Afghanistan

Serving as fire chief for the Kandahar

Provincial Reconstruction Team

Rob joins the
Observer Travel

Club from his home
town of New Maryland

New Brunswick.
Rob’s parents live
in Elmira and sent

in their hand
off idea.

Kieswetter & Rauchfleisz Families
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico

Ringing in the new year with fresh ocean

air, cold cerveza & the Observer!

ROAD MAP   |   CLEAN UNDERWEAR   |   THE OBSERVERROAD MAP   |   CLEAN UNDERWEAR   |   THE OBSERVER

Tinus & Sheri Clemmer

Mayan Riviera, Mexico

On vacation in December 9-16 

to celebrate 10th anniversary.

Memoriams
Obituaries

Notices
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Individual life insurance, 
mortgage insurance,
business insurance, 

employee benefits programs,
critical illness insurance, 

disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs,
LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 800, 101 Frederick St., 
Kitchener

NANCY KOEBEL
Bus: 519.895.2044
ext. 217
Home: 519.747.4388

SANDI RADCLIFFE
Bus: 519.895.2044
ext. 312
Home: 519.669.8944

»EVENTS CALENDAR
Kleensweep

Rugs and 
Upholstery Carpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates

West Montrose, ON

• Truck & Trailer Maintenance
• Cardlock Fuel Management

519.669.5377

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS
R E S I D E N T I A L  &  C O M M E R C I A L

YOUR OIL, PROPANE, 
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

519.664.2008 
1.800.410.1141

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

KEITH BLAIR B.Sc., DD

MYLAN TRAM-BLAIR DD

519-884-9298
28 Young St. E. Waterloo

Your Satisfaction Is
Our Highest Priority!

10
Years

For All Your 
Denture Needs

FREE Consultation

D E N T U R E  C L I N I C
TRAM BLAIR

Home  
Auto  
Life  
Investments  
Group  
Business  
Farm  
Travel
Disability

Allen Morrison,
Agent/Owner
Allen Morrison
Insurance Inc.

25 Industrial Drive, 
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Bus.:519.669.2632
Fax: 519.669.4282

After Hours Emergency 
Services: 1-800-465-2667

Email:
allen_morrison@cooperators.ca

www.cooperators.ca

DENTURE

Vinolea
Jahandari D.D.

Since 1987 - DentureTech
Since 1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

ELMIRA

519.669.1535

FREE CONSULTATION

KITCHENER

519.744.9770

15 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira
(Behind Bank of Montreal)

C o n s t r u c t i v e   I d e a s .  

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   519-699-4641

www.freybuildingcontractors.com

elmirawelcomewagon@sympatico.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

If you’re not long 
distance to Elmira, 
you are welcome

to a visit.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira

519.669.2884

Be Prepared
For Winter!

Call Donna (ext 104) 
or Marcia (ext 106)

to fill this prime space
with your company info.
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MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

From farm field to the dinner table: a 
fairly simple chain, in theory, but in re-
ality much more complex.

To help stakeholders better under-
stand the challenges in the agricul-
tural industry today, the Ministry of  
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 
(OMAFRA) will host the “Growing 
Your Opportunities” conference at the 
Floradale Mennonite Church in Flora-
dale Feb. 28.

From 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. visitors will 
get a chance to learn about the ins and 
outs of  the product stream, including 
consumer trends, current buying pat-
terns and what farmers can do to meet 
those needs. 

“The thought behind these ‘Growing 
your Opportunities’ workshops is to 
get farmers to start thinking a little 
differently, beyond just the raw com-
modities that they’re producing. To 
think of  ways they can make changes, 
change what it is they produce, how 
they produce the products or  how they 
market the products … to drive a little 
more profit margin out of  the agricul-
tural businesses,” said Gerry Horst, 
regional information coordinator for 
OMAFRA.

The one-day conference will feature 
a resource trade show and speakers 
touching upon such topics as food 
trends, consumer wants and needs, 
tourism, value chains and direct mar-
keting. There will also be a panel on 
“making farm structures work.”  

The day’s final panel discussion will 
feature the stories of  farmers or farm 
businesses that have made innovative 
advances in the industry. Among the 
speakers will be representatives of  
Neilson Dairy Oh, West Grey Premium 
Beef, Mapleton’s Organic Dairy and 
Strom’s Sweet Corn.

Tickets are $20 and cover all of  the 
day’s events as well as a hot lunch. For 
more information call Cathy Brousseau 
at 519-846-9839, ext. 2 or the OMAFRA 
toll free line at 1-877-424-1300.

Conference takes 
a new look at 
the food stream

FEBRUARY 17
Making Art Together – Kitchener-Waterloo Art Gallery. Creative learning 

through art, for ages 3-5; 101 Queen St., N., Kitchener; $15/adult and child, $5 
each additional person; 10:30-11:30 a.m.; 519-579-5860.

Love Me Tender Dance – Woolwich Community Lions Club. Lions Hall Elmira, 
$15/person. Doors open at 8 p.m., dance 9 p.m. Freda, 519-669-5800.

FEBRUARY 18
Worship and Song – St. James Lutheran Church. Ecumenical evening prayer 

service. Free-will offering to benefit Woolwich Community Services. All welcome. 
Refreshments to follow; 60 Arthur St. S., 7:30 p.m. Jeff, 519-669-3315.

FEBRUARY 19
Breastfeeding Workshop – Conducted by Waterloo Regional Public Health Unit 

Volunteers. Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Drive, St. Jacobs.  
6:30-8:30 p.m.  Heidi, 519-664-3794 ext. 237

Meeting – Elmira and District Horticultural Society. Doug Mooder will be 
speaking about ponds and waterfalls. Trinity United Church, Elmira, 7:30 p.m. All 
welcome.

FEBRUARY 20
Lunch at Gale Presbyterian Church – Lasagna, caesar  salad, bread, frosty 

strawberry squares, beverage. Everyone welcome, wheelchair accessible. Take-
outs available; 11 Cross St., Elmira. 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.;  $8/person; 519-669-2852.

Diabetes Workshop – Conducted by a registered dietitian. What should I eat? 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs; 5:30-7:30 p.m.; 
519-664-3794.

FEBRUARY 22
Managing AD/HD at home workshop – Learning Disabilities Association of K-W. 

Dr. Ray Cardey a psychologist with the Waterloo Catholic District School Board will 
lead an informal, interactive discussion about strategies to use at home. 7:30-9:30 
p.m. Call for location and to reserve your seat, 519-743-9091.

FEBRUARY 23
H.U.G.S. Program –  Woolwich Community Health Centre. Topic: head lice and 

other communicable conditions; 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. 9:15-11:15 a.m.; 519-
664-3794.

FEBRUARY 24
Roast beef dinner – Trinity United Church. Continuous seating from 5 p.m. to 7 

p.m. Tickets are $35/family (two adults & children under 16 years), $12/adult (16 
years and over), $6/child (5-15 years), children under 5 years free. Take-out avail-
able. Advance tickets available until Feb. 21. Maryellen Townsend, 519-669-2818.

Chicken wing night at the Khaki Club – Wellesley Lions Club. Wings, french 
fries, assorted drinks. South of Wellesley on the east side of Nafziger Road; 5-8 
p.m. All money raised will be donated.

FEBRUARY 27
Breathe Well, Be Well Clinic – Woolwich Community Health Centre. Manage-

ment of asthma and other lung conditions; 1-2 p.m.; 519-664-3794.

MARCH 2
World day of prayer 2007 – Elmira Pentecostal Assembly, corner of Arthur and 

Whippoorwill, 7:30 p.m. Call Nancy Garneau, 519-669-5646.

MARCH 3
Growing seedlings indoors – Doon Heritage Crossroads. Instructor Bob Wild-

fong will present a hands-on, interactive workshop. 10 Huron Rd., Kitchener.; 9 
a.m. – noon; $10/person. Wendy, 519-748-1914.
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Submit calendar listings to 
calendar@woolwichobserver.com
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THE 2007’S JUST ROLLED IN. 
GET ON BOARD.

2007 CHRYSLER SEBRING
• 173 hp 2.4L DOHC VVT engine • Automatic transmission • Air conditioning • 17 inch aluminum wheels

• CD/MP3 disc stereo with 6-speakers • Power Windows/Mirrors/Locks • Touring Suspension

Lease 
for $299† per month for 

48 months with 
$0 down payment.  
$0 security deposit.

Lease 
APR2.5%

Additional features include: 
• 345 hp 5.7L HEMI® V8 with MDS • 5-Speed Automatic transmission • Air conditioning 

• Speed Control • Anti-Spin differential rear axle 

2007 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB ST 4X4 SPECIAL EDITION

Lease 
for

Lease 
APR0.9%$360† per month for 

48 months with 
$0 down payment.  
$0 security deposit.

Special Edition includes: • 17 inch chrome wheels • Chrome body side mouldings • Power windows and locks 
• Power heated mirrors • 40/20/40 split front bench seat • Remote keyless entry • Body colour sport grille • Limited Edition badging

2007 DODGE CARAVAN
• 3.3L V6 engine • Automatic transmission • Air conditioning • Roof Rack • Power Windows & Locks 

• Speed control • Remote keyless entry  NHTSA 5 Star Front Impact‡

Lease 
for $299† per month for 

39 months with 
$0 down payment.  
$0 security deposit.

Lease 
APR3.2%

2007 DODGE NITRO
Starting from

$23,290** 2007 Dodge Nitro SLT 
model shown**

VISIT YOUR CHRYSLER • JEEP® • DODGE RETAILER OR DAIMLERCHRYSLER.CA

ATTENTION
Customers currently leasing a Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge vehicle through Chrysler Financial 

can fi nance or lease a new vehicle through Chrysler Financial and receive a

$500 LEASE LOYALTY BONUS CASH REBATE*

Wise customers read the fi ne print: †, * These limited time offers apply to retail deliveries for personal use only on selected new in-stock 2007 models. Offers subject to change without notice. See participating retailer for complete details and conditions. All offers exclude freight ($1,200 for Sebring, $1,300 for Caravan and Ram), 
license, insurance, registration, any retailer administration fees, $50 PPSA and applicable taxes. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Leasing is subject to approval by Chrysler Financial. See retailer for specifi c details and conditions. ** Purchase price applies only to 2007 Dodge Nitro SE models. MSRP for Nitro SLT model shown is 
$29,890. Excludes freight ($1,200), license, insurance, registration, any retailer administration fees and applicable taxes. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. See retailer for specifi c pricing details and conditions. Retailers are free to set individual prices. †Leases based on 48/39/48 month terms and apply to 2007 Chrysler Sebring 

Sedan (24H)/Dodge Caravan (28S + MWG)/Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab ST 4x4 (26A+AHC+ALS+DSA+NHM): total lease obligation is $14,352/$11,661/$17,280 @ 2.5/3.2/0.9% lease APR with $0 down payment. First month’s payment, down payment, any retailer administration fees, $50 PPSA 
and applicable taxes are due at lease inception. Kilometres limited to 66,300 for 39 month terms, 81,600 for 48 month terms; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. ‡ Based on U.S. National Highway Traffi c Safety Administration (NHTSA) scoring system for 2007 model year Dodge Caravan. *  Offer 
applies to Caravan and Grand Caravan leases maturing by September 30, 2007, Dodge Ram leases maturing by September 30, 2007 and leases of all other Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge vehicles maturing by April 30, 2007.  Eligible customers will receive $500 towards the purchase or lease of any new, unused 
2006 or 2007 Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge vehicle (excluding Sprinter) delivered by April 2, 2007.  $500 will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes.  Some conditions apply.  Offer is not transferable and may not be combined with certain other offers. Visit a participating retailer for complete details.
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