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Wellesley demands rumble strip upgrades
Region will reconsider following survey of nearby residents, says Button

JOE MERLIHAN

PM: millions for education
Martin pledges more money for 
postsecondary education during 
campaign stop at UW Thursday
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...Assisted Living
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Wellesley council-
lors upped the 
ante this week, 
“adamantly” de-

manding the region install 
rumble strips on Ament Line, 
at the intersection of Her-
rgott Road. Regional officials 
turned down a request of con-
sideration last month, opting 
instead for increased signage 
and other smaller-scale mea-

sures.
Coun. Ron Hackett introduced 

the motion to council Tuesday 
evening (Jan. 3), after receiv-
ing several comments from the 
public over the holidays. 

“Every time I’ve talked to 
somebody, the issue comes up. 
… I didn’t like the response 
from the region, it was full of 
statistics,” he told the Observer, 
referring to the region’s justifi-
cation for the refusal.

“I thought we, as councillors, 
should have the political will 

to push for it (rumble strips).”
“We can’t afford to wait until 

some other person is killed or 
badly injured and then become 
more proactive,” Coun. Dusan 
Cizman noted during the meet-
ing, adding he had also received 
several calls on the matter.

The desire for improved safe-
ty measures at that location 
was inspired by a fatal colli-
sion there in November. A five-
year-old St. Clements girl died 
in that incident, which police 
say was caused by a driver who 

failed to stop. At press time, 
the Crown attorney had yet to 
decide if charges would be laid 
against the 80-year-old driver.

Responding to the request 
last month, Nancy Button, the 
region’s manager of traffic en-
gineering, explained the inter-
section doesn’t warrant rum-
ble strips because it’s a fairly 
“normal” rural crossing. In 
the past five years, there were 
10 collisions at that location 
– the projected number was 
seven – most of which involved 

failures to properly yield the 
right-of-way.

Her review also showed Her-
rgott Road sees about 2,000 
vehicles per day, about 500 
more than Ament Line. Those 
traffic volumes, Button noted, 
are “fairly light” for regional 
road.

Instead of rumble strips, the 
region agreed to increase the 
size of the ‘stop’ sign and erect 
a ‘stop ahead’ sign on the east 
leg, install a tunnel over the 

DESIREE FINHERT 
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Prime Minister Paul Martin came bearing 
grants of up to $6,000 for every university 
student as he made a campaign stop at the 
University of Waterloo Thursday morning. 

The new money is part of an $8.1 billion education 
platform announced last fall.

Dubbed the 50/50 plan, it would provide grants to 
pay for half of a student’s tuition fees in the first 
and fourth years at university, up to a maximum of 
$3,000 in each of the two years. 

“The world is changing,” said Martin, flanked by 
Belinda Stronach and local Liberal candidates, in-
cluding Kitchener-Conestoga MP Lynn Myers. “It’s 
growing more competitive. Tomorrow is the day 
that the quality of education and career training 
will be the key to success.”

Along with university tuition grants announced 
Thursday, he pledged support for scholarships and 
to increase accessibility to apprenticeship pro-
grams.

“Education and skills training unlock potential 
and create choice for Canadians. Education is the 
best investment we can make in ourselves.

“The cost of going to university and college has 

They’re the area’s cutest 
new arrivals of 2005

BACK TO SCHOOL Prime Minister Paul Martin, flanked by local candidates including Kitchener-Conestoga MP Lynn Myers, promised new grants 
for univeristy students during a campaign stip at the University of Waterloo Thursday morning.
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Canadian economists have debated the merits of both the Liberal and Conservative
tax reduction plans and there is a firm consensus that the Liberal approach of
reducing personal taxes is a far better long-term plan for the Canadian economy.

Economists, and Canadians, like the fact that the Liberal tax savings are automatic
and not dependent on how much you spend.

The Liberal approach provides real savings to each and every citizen.  It doesn’t
require Canadians to spend anything - it simply keeps more of your money in your
pocket!
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First elected as a Member of Parliament in 1997, Lynn Myers
has worked tirelessly to represent his constituents and their
views in Ottawa.

Prior to his 1997 election, Lynn served as Mayor of Wilmot
Township, as a member of Regional Council, as the chair of
Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro Commission and as the chair of the
Waterloo Region Police Services Board.

Re-Elect Lynn Myers
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Two years into the 
door-to-door smoke 
alarm inspection 

program, the results are 
encouraging, says Wool-
wich fire prevention offi-
cer Bill Cronin. Last year, 
91 per cent of homes vis-
ited had working alarms, 
up slightly from 2004.

While the figures rep-
resent different homes 
inspected – the five-year 
program will see fire-
fighters approach every 
home in the township – it 
shows people are general-

ly taking notice of safety 
and education initiatives, 
Cronin suggested.

In 2005, firefighters from 
the five Woolwich stations 
– Conestogo, Elmira, Flo-
radale, Maryhill and St. 
Jacobs – inspected 1,234 
homes for a working 
smoke alarm. Provin-
cial legislation required 
at least one alarm per 
residence, but that was 
changed last month to re-
quire one on every floor.

Of the homes visited, 110 
(8.9 per cent) had no alarm 
at all or, in many instanc-
es, an alarm that wasn’t 
functioning. In those cas-

es, firefighters installed 
batteries and/or made a 
smoke alarm available to 
householders; a donation 
to the program was re-
quested in exchange.

“We do not leave a house 
without a working smoke 
alarm. … All donations 
received are spent 100 per 
cent on buying alarms for 
the program,” he said. “If 
they can’t afford one and 
don’t have one, we give 
them free.”

Both the number of 
homes inspected and 
those that passed were 
higher in 2005 than the 
year prior. The program 
saw 1,161 visitations in 
2004. Of those 161 (13.9 
per cent) were without 
working alarms.

One of the reasons the 
percentage fell, Cronin sug-
gested, is because homes 
viewed as being a higher 
risk, such as Old Order 
Mennonite residences and 
trailer parks, were covered 
in the first year.

Because of the legisla-
tive changes recently ap-
proved, Cronin expects 
the program to become 
somewhat more cum-
bersome, with fewer 
residents meeting the 
requirement of a smoke 
alarm on each level.

Designed as a five-year 
initiative, each station 
is responsible for in-
specting 20 per cent of 
the homes in its cover-
age area annually. All of 
the inspections are vol-
untary, but people have 
shown an overwhelming 
willingness to allow fire-
fighters into their homes, 
the fire prevention officer 
noted.

“The public made us 
very welcome in their 
homes and showed great 
appreciation for our con-
cern for their safety,” he 
said. “In 2005 we had 1.3 
per cent entry refusal, 
where they didn’t want us 
to come into their home 
to check their alarm.”

Once completed, the in-
spection program will be 
reviewed. At that time a 
decision will be made as 
to whether to continue 
in this manner or take a 
different approach to fire 
prevention education.

Nothing alarming about 
inspection program

91 per cent of inspected homes have working alarm

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE
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Seasonal work
DESIREE FINHERT

   ▼   WE WISH YOU ALL THE BEST IN THE NEW YEAR. OUR NEW YEARS RESOLUTION? TO BE THE VERY BEST NEWSPAPER IN THE REGION.... ALREADY ACCOMPLISHED!

Wellesley man arrested 
at RIDE check

Municipalities want 
federal guarantees

Taking a close look at
the world of crime

Putting the brakes 
on roller shoes

Hydro crews 
at work in Elmira

Elmira’s Doug Mooder gleans the snowy hills after overcoming his awkward childhood

▼ See LANDSCAPER page 5

SNOW SURFER Snowboard instructor Doug Mooder surfs the powdery white stuff through the winter and does landscaping across the region in the summer. 
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After years of being a clumsy teen-
ager, growing up to be a snow-
boarding coach has come as a 
sweet irony for an Elmira busi-

nessman. 
Doug Mooder runs Mooder Horticulture 

Inc. on Dunke Street, a landscaping busi-
ness which demands a lot of physical activ-
ity during the warmer months and a lot of 
planning around this time of year. The sav-
vy businessman was not always interested 
in physical labour, exercise or organized 
sports. 

In high school, Mooder avoided sports and 
shied away from physical-fitness classes. 
Growing to be six-feet tall by the age of 12 
made basketball a likely prospect, but his 
lack of coordination was his downfall.

But many things have changed since he at-
tended Elmira District Secondary School. 
Mooder is now one of the top 10 snowboard-
ing instructors in Canada teaching the 
highest level of athletes and their coaches.

“It’s sort of a bit of a shock for me that I 
ended up doing sports for a living,” said 

Mooder.
Shifting through the white hills didn’t 

interest Mooder until he was 23 years 
old, finished a business course at Cones-
toga College and a horticulture course at 
Ridgetown College, and eager to try new 
things. He began skiing and within two 
years became a ski instructor. 

Snowboarding was the next hill 
he mounted – a sport which he 
has honed and instructed 
for over a decade. 

That was when board-
ing was still a fledgling 
sport. The first year he 
was employed as an instruc-
tor at Chicopee, the hill 
only allowed snowboard-
ers to practice two days 
a week for an hour before 
the hills opened. 

“It’s come 
a long way,” 
said Mood-
er. “It’s a really growth 
sport.”

The sport has gained enough attention in 
the last decade that Mooder’s employers, 

Canadian Association of Snowboard In-
structors out of Montreal, send him across 
eastern Canada to teach other coaches how 
to teach their students.

“I’m very involved within the instruc-
tion and coaching industry and 

I would say my strengths are 
pedagogical,” Mooder told the 
Observer. He reviews instruc-

tors’ lesson plans, teaches 
them how to relay the sport 

to a novice and how to im-
prove the skills of an ex-

pert.  
For the beginner, 
snowboarding is a 
greater challenge 
than skiing.

“It’s like riding 
bike. Both feet are strapped 
in and there’s nothing natural 

about the stance,” he explained. 
“You’re standing sideways. So 

you’re balancing over the 
length of the board instead 
of the width.”

The husband, and father of two, is cur-

With roller shoes rising in popularity 
among youths, Wellesley council wants 
to make sure they don’t lead to injuries 
on municipal property. As such, council-
lors called on township staff to prepare 
a report aimed at banning the devices 
– sometimes referred to as heelies or 
wheelies – from its facilities.
“I’ve seen these things on kids … and 

believe me, they pick up [quite a bit] of 
speed when they want to,” commented 
Coun. Joe Nowak. 
Designed with wheels in the sole so us-

ers can quickly go from walking to roll-
ing, the shoes are proving to be a popular 
item among youths. Several businesses 
and school boards have already moved 
to ban their use.

Stopped during the annual holiday RIDE 
blitz Dec. 30, a 50-year-old Wellesley 
man was charged with ‘over 80,’ an al-
cohol-related offence. Police stopped the 
suspect’s 1995 GMC Sierra at 10:21 p.m. 
on Wellington Road 21, west of Elora.
A roadside breath/alcohol test was ad-

ministered and failed.
Bruce I. Seabrook is set to appear in a 

Guelph court Jan. 23 to answer to the 
charge.

Routine maintenance have Waterloo 
North Hydro crews taking up positions in 
Elmira, as part of a regular program. The 
work involves the replacement of cables, 
transformers and underground items.
As a regular program, affected resi-

dents will be notified in advance of re-
lated power outages. Such outages, say 
company officials, would be short-term.

The television world of crime scene in-
vestigations will be put to the test later 
this month, as residents take a look at 
the real world of solving local crime. De-
tective Deborah Strand of the Waterloo 
Region Police heads CSI: Kitchener Jan. 
30.
Named after the popular TV show 

franchise, the program will explore the 
non-fiction world of forensics and crime 
scenes, as handled by the major case 
unit. 
The informative evening plays out at 

the Kitchener Public Library. Registration 
– there is no cost – begins Monday (Jan. 
9). For information, call 743-0271 ext. 
255. Space is limited.

The Federation of Canadian Municipali-
ties (FCM) this week launched a national 
grassroots effort to check where candi-
dates for Parliament stand on federal 
help to erase the $60 billion municipal 
infrastructure deficit.
FCM is asking its more than 1,100 mem-

ber municipal governments to present a 
checklist of four items to all candidates 
running for Parliament in their area and 
ask them to sign it. 
“This checklist spells out what the mu-

nicipal sector wants in this campaign,” 
said FCM president Gloria Kovach, a 
Guelph councillor. 
The checklist asks all candidates to com-

mit to: erasing the infrastructure deficit 
within 20 years;  locking the 20-year gas 
tax transfer in law; maintaining existing 
infrastructure funding; and  involving 
municipalities in decision-making. 
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STORE HOURS: Mon-Thur. 8-6 
Fri. 8-9 Sat. 8-5; Sun 12-5(519) 664-3301

1421 King St N., ST. JACOBS

VISIT US AT WWW.HOME-FURNITURE.CA FOR MORE INFORMATION
4858-023

4858-005
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become increasingly 
expensive even as the 
importance of continu-
ing one’s education has 
grown,” he said at the 
media event. 

The 50/50 plan is expect 
to cost $600 million. The 
new policy joins earlier 

Martin makes campaign stop in region
Liberal plans, includ-
ing the Canada Access 
Grants for Students for 
low-income families and 
for students with perma-
nent disabilities. These 
grants are also scheduled 
to receive increased fund-
ing up to $110 million per 
year. 

Also on tap is the Pear-
son Scholarship, which 
will be provided to 25 
Canadian students study-
ing abroad and 50 in-
ternational students to 
study in Canada. Named 
in honour of the for-
mer prime minister, the 
scholarships will cover a 
student’s costs of tuition, 
lodging and study; it’s 
expected to cost $60 mil-
lion over five years and 
is aimed at fields of study 
such as multilateralism, 
international develop 
and human rights. 

“These are areas in 
which Lester Pearson felt 
an interest, made such a 
mark and left such a lega-
cy,” said Martin.

Also discussed Thurs-
day was a plan to make 
employment insurance 
more accessible for those 
serving National Red 
Seal apprenticeships. The 
plan aims to eliminate 
the two-week period in 
which participants must 
wait before becoming 
eligible for EI, providing 
the course is successfully 
completed. 

“Using the power of edu-
cation to support fami-
lies also means ensuring 
that Canadians in the 
workforce have life-long 
access to skills training,” 
Martin said.

As part of the pan-Cana-
dian apprenticeship strat-

egy, the Liberals prom-
ised to work to increase 
the number of graduates 
by 49 per cent.

Funding for the estimat-
ed $15-million scheme 
is to be funded through 
the $3.5-billion commit-
ment made in last fall’s 
mini-budget. It will go 
toward apprenticeships, 
immigrants, literacy and 
essential skills training, 
workplace skills develop-
ment, aboriginal peoples, 
and other people facing 
labour market barriers 
such as low-income, dis-
abled, elderly or youth 
workers. 

Human Resources Min-
ister Stronach noted re-

cent announcements put 
education on par with 
health care in Canada as 
a priority

“We’ve done a lot of 
homework on those 
plans,” said Stronach. 
“We met with a whole 
bunch of university pres-
idents and they all said 
…, ‘you know what we got 
to do? Get education to 
the number-one priority 
in this country because 
that’s how we’re going to 
compete against China. 
That’s how we’re going 
to compete against India. 
That’s how we’re going to 
safeguard jobs here.’”

In keeping with the 
theme of better educa-

tion to support better 
employment avenues the 
Liberals also plan to en-
courage people on social 
assistance to obtain bet-
ter jobs.

To overcome the “wel-
fare wall” the govern-
ment plans to create 
a working income tax 
benefit (WITB) to supple-
ment the earnings of the 
working poor.  

Myers said the direction 
set by Martin fits Canadi-
ans’ needs.

“It genuinely does re-
flect our commitment to 
help our young people 
and of course a highly ed-
ucated population, which 
is what we always strive 
to have, helps in all kinds 
of ways,” said Myers af-
ter the Prime Minister’s 
announcement. “Young 
people go on to get good 
jobs and to raise there. 
The educated workforce 
is a very productive 
workforce.

“There will be all kinds 
of benefits flowing to 
families who have young 
children in the post-sec-
ondary area,” explained 
Myers. 

“We’re crying out in 
our area. Look at the 
low-unemployment rates 
in Kitchener-Conestoga, 
never mind in the region 
of Waterloo. … There 
are people crying out for 
skilled labour.”

Continued from cover

MEET AND GREET Human Resources Minister Belinda Stronach meets 
with local Liberals during PM Paul Martin’s stop in Waterloo Jan. 5.
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rently teaching his two-
year-old son Chase to 
ski, before moving on to 
board lessons.

For the expert, Mooder 
uses an “analyze and im-
prove” method to teach. 

Although snowboarding 
is a large part of his life, 
his high-school image 
has stayed with him.

“I would say I’m definite-
ly not a natural athlete. I 
would say it’s more work 
ethic than anything.”

The 43-year-old trains 
hard on and off the hills, 
doing balance training 

and exercising to main-
tain a physique equal 
to his peers – 20- and 30-
year-olds who want to 
train even younger and 
more agile students. 

Although, Mooder 
spends a lot of time surf-
ing the slopes, his work 
ethic is just as strong in 
his landscaping business 
and neither job suffers 
from neglect. His posi-
tion as a snowboard in-
structor wanes when the 
snow melts which is when 
his landscaping business 
comes out of the office 
and regains its turf. 

Continued from page 3

Landscaper makes 
most of winter break

flashing beacon to focus 
the light and use longer-
lasting paint on the road 
to show where motorists 
should stop.

However, at the request 
of Mayor Ross Kelterborn, 
her department agreed to 
deliver a questionnaire to 
residents in the area who 
may be affected should 
rumble strips be installed. 
Generally, she explained, 
those who live within 200 
metres of such strips are 
impacted by noise.

The questionnaires are 
to be distributed in the 

coming weeks, but there’s 
no gaurantee rumble 
strips will be installed 
even if affected residents 
show support for the ini-
tiative. 

“We will consider the 
responses and we will 
consider the warrants for 
rumble strips,” Button 
told the Observer.

“The issue of distance 
and people close by kind of 
pales when one considers 
the affect of rumble strips 
in the community of Yat-
ton; the rumble strips are 
very close to the road,” 
Hackett said, acknowledg-

ing that community is not 
in Waterloo Region.

“It’s the same at Moser-
Young and Gerber. There 
are rumble strips right in 
front of homes at that lo-
cation,” chief administra-
tive officer Susan Duke 
added, pointing to anoth-
er local example.

Continued from cover

Rumble in the Wellesley jungle

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Started as a retire-
ment community in 
the heart of Welles-

ley Village, the second 
phase of the Pond View 
development will be open 
to families with children, 
says the developer. That 
potential for children has 
raised the ire of some se-
nior residents.

“We sold [our Plattsville 
home] to get into an adult 
environment, rather than 
move into a subdivision in 
Baden or somewhere, and 
now they’re opening it up 
to families,” Neil Baker 
of 3 Schmidtsville Lane 
told the Observer Tuesday 
(Jan. 3). “In the meantime, 
sitting at the end of our 
entrance is a sign that ad-
vertises adult living and 
retirement community. 
We have some very elderly 
people in here, people with 
walkers out walking.”

Last month, Wellesley 
council deferred draft 
plan approval until the ap-
plicant has addressed sev-
eral issues, including the 
legal interpretation of the 
zoning bylaw regarding 
frontage.

Under the plan presented 
Dec. 20, the subdivision 
will contain 21 semi-de-
tached homes (42 units), 
each with two storeys. An 

Wellesley subdivision plan open to families
First phase of the Pond View community geared toward seniors

internal road – to be pri-
vately maintained – will 
link the Queen’s Bush 
Road entrance with each 
of the units, connecting 
with the existing devel-
oped area. 

The subdivision is to be 
constructed on a 2.46-hect-
are parcel directly west 
of the existing Wellesley 
Pond View Retirement 
Community, which was 
developed several years 
ago as the first part of a 
two-phase plan. 

Shelved for several years, 
developer Blaze Proper-
ties intends to complete a 
variation of the plan; new 
units will not be geared 
toward seniors, but rath-
er sold as family homes. 
Once constructed, the 
two phases would run as 
separate condominium 
corporations, though they 
will have shared access to  
Pond View Drive, which 
runs through them both.

The subdivision had 
long-been planned by the 
time Blaze Properties 
came onboard last fall, but 
president Mike Voll be-
lieves the decision to cre-
ate family-oriented units 
was based on demand.

“Really there’s just not 
enough of a market to 
have that many homes to 
seniors. The market isn’t 
big enough to fill the sec-
ond half with houses for 

seniors,” he told the Ob-
server.  “We’re going to do 
something that everybody 
is going to be happy with 
and proud of. We’re going 
to stick with the same ma-
terials that they’ve used 
[in the first phase]. We’re 
going to try to assimilate 
everything together.”

But several residents, 
Baker explained, bought 
their homes with the un-
derstanding the entire 
development would be 
geared toward seniors. 

“Now what they plan 
on doing is to turn loose 
42 [units] … with the po-
tential of 80 kids back in 
there. This doesn’t sit well. 
… I think this is wrong.”

The majority of residents 
in the retirement commu-
nity don’t have a problem 
with the second phase be-
ing open to families with 
children, added Jake Roes, 
president of the condomin-
ium association.

“There are some people 
who are concerned about 
that, but it’s not every-
body. I hear where the 
people who are speaking 
out against it are coming 
from. But we don’t want 
to see that land continue 
in the way it is right now. 
It’s just rough land and the 
weeds grow all over the 
place,” he said.

“Originally we were 
hoping it would all be se-

niors, but under the cir-
cumstance there’s no way 
we could go on the way it 

was. It was costing us too 
much,” Roes added, noting 
it would have come with 

significant cost to com-
plete the development as 
initially planned.
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Riverside PS honours 
Snyder’s memory

Elmira’s Riverside Public 
School unveiled a mural Jan. 5 
commemorating the life of the 
late Dan Snyder, it’s most no-
table alumnus. The work was 
completed by Conestoga College 
graphic design students Sandi 
Tower and Amanda Czajkowski.

Region to buy Breslau 
Hotel site for $1.75 million
Embroiled in expropriation 

hearings for a portion of the for-
mer Breslau Hotel property, Wa-
terloo Region announced it had 
reached a deal to purchase the 
entire site. The region needed a 
four-acre portion of the land for 
the Breslau bypass route (Foun-
tain Street), expected to cost $1 
million after a legal battle. In 
paying $1.75 million for the en-
tire site, the region expected to 
resell the remaining land.

Students rally for 
tsunami victims

Responding to the tsunami that 
struck southeast Asia Dec. 26, 
2004, students at schools in Wa-
terloo Region had raised more 
than $500,000 for relief efforts 
by mid-January. Woolwich and 
Wellesley schools in the public 
and Catholic boards raised some 
$45,000.

Elmira boy arrested in 
Waterloo stabbing

An Elmira youth appeared in a 
Kitchener courtroom Jan. 24 on 
charges of stabbing another 15-
year-old at Bluevale Collegiate 
Institute in Waterloo. The Elmi-
ra boy – who cannot be identi-
fied under the Youth Criminal 
Justice Act – was charged with 
assault with a weapon, weapons 
dangerous and carrying a con-
cealed weapon.

Region approves 
3.9% tax increase

Meeting Jan. 26, Waterloo Re-
gional council approved a 3.9-
per-cent tax hike for 2005 – 2.1 
per cent was earmarked for ex-
panded police services.

Fire scorches 
outdoor centre

A fire Jan. 31 destroyed a staff 
cabin at the YMCA Outdoor 
Centre on Paradise Lake. Dam-
age was pegged at more than 
$30,000.

Dany Heatley 
pleads guilty

Dany Heatley pleaded guilty 
Feb. 4 in the death of Elmira 
native Dan Snyder. Heatley was 
the driver of a car involved in a 
2003 single-vehicle collision. He 
pleaded to second-degree vehicu-
lar homicide, driving too fast for 
conditions, failure to maintain a 
lane and speeding. He was sen-
tenced to three years probation 
and ordered to give 150 speeches 
about the dangers of speeding.

Elmira man gets five 
years for robbery

An Elmira man who bran-
dished a sawed-off shotgun dur-
ing a Dec. 13 robbery in Water-
loo was sentenced to nearly five 
years in jail. A Kitchener judge 
handed Neil Evans a four-year 
term for robbery with a firearm, 
and 10 months for breach of a 
court order that prohibited him 
from possessing a firearm.

Townships approved 
system transfers

In separate meetings Feb. 15, 
Woolwich and Wellesley coun-
cils approved a plan to transfer 
to the region control of water 
services in Wellesley and North 
Dumfries townships. 

Woolwich sees 
2.9% tax hike

Woolwich council, meeting 
Feb. 22, approved a 2.9-per-cent 
tax increase for 2005. The jump 
added $12 a year to the tax bill 
of an average home assessed at 
$183,000. 

Kings advance 
with OT win

An overtime thriller in game 
seven Mar.1 saw the Elmira Sug-
ar Kings advance to the second 
round of Mid-Western Junior B 
playoff action. Andrew Coburn’s 
goal at 2:24 of the extra frame, 
making it a 3-2 final, put the 
Cambridge Winter Hawks out of 
the running.

Jacks out in first round
The Wellesley Applejacks’ play-

off hopes ended Mar. 6 in a dou-
ble-overtime heartbreaker. The 
Port Dover Sailors advanced 
with the 3-2 victory in game 
seven of the Junior Development 
League series.

Cause of Crompton 
blast remains a mystery
A final report into the June 11, 

2004 blast at Elmira’s Crompton 
Co. left the cause of the blaze a 
mystery. The report traced the 
fire to a wastewater holding 
tank. An unusual layer of com-
bustible solvent had been float-
ing on the surface of the water 
– with gas forming in the air be-
tween the liquid and the tank’s 
cap – when an unknown ignition 
source set the gas alight.

Kings out of the 
playoffs

The Elmira Sugar Kings were 
eliminated from the playoffs 
following a 4-0 loss to the Owen 
Sound Greys Mar. 13. The game-
six loss meant a second-round 
exit.

Report calls for 
overhaul of Elmira core
A blunt assessment of down-

town Elmira called for sweep-
ing changes, particularly town-
ship involvement, to boost the 
community’s retail sector. The 
Elmira Core and Commercial 
Area Review, tabled at Woolwich 
council Mar. 22, demanded more 
cooperation between the town-

ship, the downtown BIA and in-
dividual business owners.

Police nab suspects for 
multiple break-ins

Two Woodstock men saw a doz-
en charges after police linked 
them to several local break-ins 
last year, including one at the 
Woolwich municipal office and 
six in Linwood. The two were 
arrested simultaneously Mar. 
23. Charged were Floyd Wright, 
26, and Robert Taplay, 24.

Crompton apologizes 
for June 11/04 explosion
Crompton Co. issued a public 

apology Mar. 24 for the previous 
summer’s fire and explosion at 
its Elmira chemical plant. The 
move was part of a community 
open house to explain what hap-
pened, and the steps the compa-
ny had taken to prevent a reoc-
currence.

Council shies away from 
Winterbourne PS plan

Woolwich doled out an ‘A’ for 
effort, but gave a failing grade 
to community plans aimed at 
purchasing the former Winter-
bourne Public School property. 
Appearing before council Mar. 29, 
the Winterbourne Residents’ As-
sociation proposed the township 
purchase the school for $500,000, 
recouping $400,000 by developing 
four residential building lots on 
half of the six-acre site.

Conestogo youth arrested 
in high school stabbing

A knife attack outside a Kitch-
ener high school Apr. 1 resulted 
in weapons charges against four 
youths, including a 17-year-old 
Conestogo boy.

Storage barn goes 
up in flames

Flames spread quickly through 
an Ament Line storage barn Apr. 
2, fed by its “greasy” contents, 
a burning acetylene torch and 
strong winds. The blaze sent a 
constant stream of black smoke, 
visible 20 kilometres away, into 
the sky. At the fire’s peak, flames 
rose 20 metres into the air.

EMSF visitors brave 
snow and cold

Wet snow and chilly tempera-
tures greeted the annual Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival Apr. 2, but 
that didn’t stop 40,000 visitors 
from making the trip to town.

Wellesley endorses 
3.8% tax jump

Wellesley councillors approved 
the 2005 budget Apr. 4. The move 
set the tax-rate increase at 3.8 
per cent.

Barn destroyed as 200 
animals perish in blaze
Thick, black smoke temporar-

ily blotted out the sun at a farm 
on Boomer Line near St. Clem-
ents Apr. 12, as fire demolished 
a barn and killed more than 200 
animals. Damage was pegged 
at $300,000. No one was injured 
in the blaze that destroyed 

Abraham Martin’s barn at 4181 
Boomer Line. Lost were 200 pigs 
and 28 head of cattle.

Warm weather has 
townships fired up

Unseasonably warm weather 
saw a rash of brush fires sweep 
through the area. From Apr. 16-
19, firefighters in Woolwich and 
Wellesley townships responded to 
more than half-a-dozen incidents.

 
A place of their own

The Elmira Theatre Company 
finally got a home of its own as 
Woolwich council approved the 
creation of a new performance 
centre on Howard Avenue. Meet-
ing Apr. 19, councillors disre-
garded planning staff recommen-
dations against the project, which 
would see construction of a 160-
seat theatre at 76 Howard Ave.

Mennonite woman 
victim of flasher

Police were looking for a man 
driving a dark blue or black 
SUV Apr. 19, after a Mennonite 
woman walking along Ament 
Line approached a stopped ve-
hicle thinking the driver was 
in need of directions. When she 
looked through the window, she 
saw the driver’s privates ex-
posed. The community had re-
ported several similar incidents 
over the past year, involving a 
vehicle of the same description.

Brothers injured in 
head-on collision

Two Wellesley Township broth-
ers were rushed to hospital Apr. 
27 – one by ambulance, one by 
helicopter – after their vehicles 
struck head-on along a stretch 
of Ament Line, east of Linwood. 
Shortly after 6 p.m., a 23-year-
old man was eastbound when 
his 1992 Dodge pickup truck 
collided with an oncoming 1991 
GMC Tracker, driven by his 19-
year-old brother.

Wellesley takes 
legal action against 

composting operation
Acting on complaints about 

odours, Wellesley councillors 
meeting May 2 ordered compost-
ing business Nutrecomp Indus-
tries to halt its activities at 6110 
Deborah Glaister Line, near 
Kingwood.

Visitor centre’s trial 
run in St. Jacobs

Plans to open a township-run 
visitor centre in St. Jacobs got 
the nod May 3 at Woolwich coun-
cil. In evaluating a proposal 
from St. Jacobs Country, coun-
cillors opted to maintain the 
existing First Street facility in 
Elmira and to launch a trial pro-
gram at a high-profile site near 
the St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market.

Elmira man elected president 
of Ontario Command

Longtime Legionnaire Gord 
Moore of Elmira was elected 
president of the Royal Canadian 
Legion’s Ontario Command on 
May 16. In the position, he rep-

resents some 160,000 members of 
the organization.

Residents go to battle 
over ESL designation

A May 17 meeting to discuss 
Waterloo Region’s proposed Envi-
ronmentally Sensitive Landscape 
policy drew so many delegates, 
a second meeting was quickly 
scheduled. The ESL concept drew 
vocal opposition from landowners 
in the affected area, the headwa-
ters of Laurel Creek where Wool-
wich, Wellesley and Wilmot town-
ships meet the City of Waterloo.

New rec. complex 
on the fast track

Woolwich unveiled an aggres-
sive financing scheme to fast-
track construction of a new are-
na and pool complex in Elmira, 
advancing the project by more 
than a decade. A combination of 
redeeming Waterloo North Hy-
dro debt held by the township, 
new taxes, development charges 
and long-term borrowing – plus 
community fundraising – would 
pay for some $15 million in new 
recreation facilities.

Suspicious fire destroys 
St. Jacobs sugar shack
A pair of Waterloo boys were 

“persons of interest” in a suspi-
cious fire that destroyed a sugar 
shack near St. Jacobs May 21. 
Shortly before 5 p.m., firefight-
ers were called to extinguish a 
blaze in a wooded area between 
Martin Creek and Benjamin 
roads. The two boys were ques-
tioned by police after the shack 
owner spotted them near the 
scene two days later.

100 years in the making
Conestogo Public School cel-

ebrated its 100th anniversary 
with a major reunion May 28. 
Teachers and students, past and 
present, gathered to mark the 
centennial.

Firefighters show 
their mettle

Woolwich firefighters proved 
their skills once again, winning 
three of the four challenges at 
the 13th annual Waterloo Region-
al Emergency Services Muster, 
Games and Parade. 

Fry shacks fried
A short-circuit in a light switch 

was blamed for an early-morning 
blaze that destroyed two sheds in 
downtown St. Jacobs June 3. At 
5 a.m., firefighters from St. Ja-
cobs and Conestogo were called 
to 1377 King. St. N., where they 
discovered two food concession 
stands engulfed by flames. Dam-
age was estimated at $50,000.

Loblaws store a go for 
Arthur Street site

A zoning decision by Woolwich 
council June 7 paved the way for 
Loblaws to purchase the Elmi-
ra Stove Works site on Arthur 
Street in Elmira. The company 
plans to reopen a grocery store 
at the location, which was previ-
ously a Zehrs supermarket, and 
later a Mr. Grocer operation.
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Tornado-like wind, rain 
and hail rip through 

Wellesley
A white wall enveloped parts of 

Woolwich and Wellesley town-
ships June 8, as the first major 
storm of the summer struck. 
During the 45-minute ordeal, 
numerous trees were uprooted, 
branches snapped off and light-
ning struck at least two resi-
dences. Blocked roadways and 
downed hydro lines kept fire-
fighters and work crews busy 
through the night.

Pilot survives 
Elmira crash

A Toronto man suffered severe 
leg and ankle injuries June 11 
when the single-engine plane he 
was piloting fell more than 60 
metres and crashed into a wood-
lot on Listowel Road, south of 
Elmira. The plane had just taken 
off from the Guelph Flying and 
Soaring Club airstrip, towing a 
glider, when it fell from the sky.

Coming home to Breslau
More than 1,000 people took 

part in a community-wide par-
ty at the Breslau Homecoming 
June 11-12.

EMSF sweetens the pot 
The Elmira Maple Syrup Fes-

tival committee handed out 
$11,000 in proceeds June 15, pro-
viding funds to 22 local charita-
ble and non-profit organizations. 
The money represented the prof-
it after all the bills were paid fol-
lowing the Apr. 2 festival.

Elmira woman 
dies in collision

A head-on collision just south of 
town claimed the life of Elmira’s 
Dawn Farr, 44. Her northbound 
Chevrolet Malibu crossed over the 
centre line, striking a southbound 
transport truck on Arthur Street, 
just south of Listowel Road.

Crompton changes 
hands

Crompton Corp., the U.S.-based 
parent of the Elmira chemical 
plant, formally merged July 1 
with Great Lakes Chemical, 
adopting the name Chemtura.

Project to bring 900 
homes to Elmira

Guelph-based Lunor Group Inc. 
announced plans to build some 
900 homes on 170 acres of land 
fronting on Elmira’s Church 
Street West. Currently farm-
land, the property is expected to 
round out the town’s north-west 
section over a 15-year period.

Golf tourney raises 
$120,000 for rec. fund
They came. They golfed. They 

bid. They left behind some $120,000 
toward a new recreation complex 
in Elmira. And they joined the 
Snyder family in remembering 
a native son at the second an-
nual Dan Snyder Memorial Golf 
Tournament. Held July 11 at the 
Elmira Golf Club, the event saw 
137 golfers rub elbows with The 
Tragically Hip’s Gord Downie 
and Gord Sinclair, and Hockey 
Night in Canada icons Don Cher-
ry and Ron MacLean.

A/C turns up the heat 
on Wellesley families

An overloaded extension cord 
running an air conditioner was 
blamed for a fire that forced two 

Wellesley families from their 
home July 12. No one was home 
at the time of the blaze at 1020 
Molesworth St., but damage to 
the structure was put at $50,000.

Going roundabout 
in St. Jacobs

The traffic signals at the in-
tersection of Arthur Street and 
Sawmill Road in St. Jacobs will 
become a roundabout in 2006, 
Waterloo Region councillors 
decided July 13. Budgeted for 
$700,000, the project is expected 
to get underway in April.

Drowning victim taken 
off life support

A St. Jacobs-area boy died 
in a London hospital July 14, 
less than 24 hours after he was 
pulled from an irrigation pond  
he’d been submerged in for up 
to 20 minutes. Raymond Martin, 
5, of 1235 Martin Creek Rd., was 
taken off life support systems at 
London Health Sciences Centre, 
with his parents by his side.

Mill fire contained quickly
A thick stream of black smoke 

could be seen for several kilo-
metres July 25, after a fire broke 
out in the basement cooler at 
the Floradale Feed Mill. The 
fire was contained to a stainless 
steel system, limiting damage to 
less than $20,000. 

Ontario Firefighters 
converge on St. Jacobs
St. Jacobs became a very safe 

place July 29, when 400 firefight-
ers flocked to the village for the 
104th annual convention of the 
Fire Fighters Association of On-
tario. An additional 400 friends 
and family members made the 
trek, camping in a tent city be-
side the community centre.

Downtown fire leaves 
two couples homeless
A faulty extension cord was 

blamed for an Elmira blaze that 
forced four residents from their 
apartments and temporarily 
closed the Sip ‘n’ Bite restaurant 
Aug. 3. The fire was estimated 
to have caused $25,000 in dam-
age, as well as $5,000 in personal 
property loss.

Elmira man attacked 
by three teens

An Elmira man awoke early 
Aug. 6 to find three teenage boys 
preparing to attack him. Dur-
ing the ensuing beating, the 27-
year-old victim was repeatedly 
punched and hit in the head with 
a brick – he didn’t suffer serious 
injury. The victim was sleeping 
in the livingroom of his Riverside 
Drive apartment at 3:15 a.m. when 
the suspects entered through an 
unlocked door and began their as-
sault. Police quickly apprehended 
two of the suspects.

Stockpiling on Lot 91
The Ministry of the Environ-

ment began looking into barrels 
stored on the former Varnicolor 
Chemical property in Elmira. 
Site owner Lloyd Clare said he 
planned to remediate the site, at 
the base of Oriole Parkway.

Crash claims life of 
Palmerston man

A collision near Elmira Aug. 14 
claimed the life of an 80-year-old 
Palmerston man. Russell Wilson 
was killed when his white Ford 

Taurus entered the intersection 
of Line 86 and Floradale Road 
and was struck by a westbound 
Dodge pickup truck.

Head-on collision sends 
four to hospital

A Listowel man was taken by 
helicopter to a London hospital 
Aug. 23, following a head-on col-
lision on Line 86 west of Macton. 
Linwood firefighters spent near-
ly an hour removing the 67-year-
old victim from the wreckage, as 
paramedics treated his injuries 
and prepared him for the flight.

Developer sees senior 
townhouses on Procast site

Unable to find a commercial 
use for the former Procast 
Foundries property in Elmira, 
owner Blaze Properties Inc. un-
veiled a plan to build townhous-
es aimed at the seniors market. 
The company requested Official 
Plan and zoning amendments at 
a meeting of Woolwich council 
Aug. 23.

Chief says he’ll 
step down

Earl Wideman, Woolwich 
Township’s first and only fire 
chief to that point, announced 
Aug. 25 he planned to retire at 
the end of October, after serving 
40 years with the department.

Charges laid following 
Breslau standoff

A Breslau couple feared for their 
lives Aug. 27 when they were 
attacked in their home. Jerry 
Sweeney and Sherry Beland were 
woken in the middle of the night 
and taken hostage by a man who 
threatened to kill them, himself 
and blow up the house. The sus-
pect, a 23-year-old man, eventual-
ly surrendered to police without 
major incident after more than 
five hours – both victims man-
aged to escape in the early stages 
of the standoff with police.

Woolwich in search 
of new treasurer

Two weeks after launching a 
search for a new fire chief, Wool-
wich councillors heard Sept. 13 
treasurer Dan Chapman was 
leaving the fold. He started a 
new job with the City of Kitch-
ener in October.

Homebuilder charged 
with fraud

A multimillion dollar construc-
tion project in Bamberg landed 
the homebuilder in court. Police 
charged Christiaan Wingelaar 
of Waterloo with defrauding the 
project of $55,000. The 56-year-
old was accused of submitting 
altered invoices to his client for 
payments between November 
2003 and February 2005.

Football returns 
to EDSS

Elmira District Secondary 
School fielded its first football 
team in 50 years as the new 
school year got underway. A ros-
ter was chosen for the team Sept. 
8. The school hadn’t been home 
to a team since the Elmira Blue 
Bombers disbanded in 1951.

Township, MOE 
move on Lot 91

The owner of Elmira’s Lot 91 
was served with compliance or-
ders from Woolwich Township 
and the Ministry of the Environ-
ment Sept. 27. As well, a spill at 

an Arthur Street site used by 
Lloyd Clare came under investi-
gation by the Region of Waterloo.

Heidelberg store 
robbed at gunpoint

An early evening robbery in 
Heidelberg Sept. 28 had police on 
the lookout for a man with a hand-
gun. The suspect entered For-
well Super Variety on Lobsinger 
Line about 5:30 p.m. and ordered 
clerks to empty their cash regis-
ters and to hand over cigarettes. 
The suspect, Ryan Doucette, 23, 
of Kitchener, turned himself in 
the following day.

Pet food plant under 
new ownership

Elmira Pet Products Ltd. an-
nounced Oct. 6 the purchase 
of the pet food plant located in 
Elmira from DLM Foods Canada 
Inc., a subsidiary of Del Monte 
Foods Company. Formerly Mar-
tin Pet Foods, the plant has been 
in operation since 1984.

Thief hits Linwood bank
The Bank of Nova Scotia on 

Ament Line in Linwood was 
robbed at gunpoint Oct. 13. Po-
lice said the robber smashed 
through the glass front door of 
the bank, and threatened tellers 
with a rifle. No one was injured, 
and the suspect fled with an un-
disclosed amount of cash.

Mennonite girl dies 
following buggy incident

An overturned buggy proved 
fatal for a two-year-old Wellesley 
girl on Oct. 19. Alice Martin and 
her family were northbound on 
Manser Road, south of Line 86, 
when the incident occurred. The 
horse was spooked and bolted, 
causing the buggy to topple into 
the ditch. The girl was ejected in 
the process, suffering chest inju-
ries and a wound to the head.

Wellesley becomes a 
training ground

Wellesley provided the back-
drop for a fictional army opera-
tion Oct. 22, headed by the Cam-
bridge-based Royal Highland 
Fusiliers of Canada. About 160 
reservists from across the re-
gion used township roads and 
properties for a training exer-
cise designed to simulate the re-
alities of modern warfare.

Glenoit to close 
its doors

Glenoit Corp. of Canada an-
nounced it would shut down its 
Elmira textile facility in De-
cember, leaving 75 people out of 
work. A decline in worldwide de-
mand for pile fabrics was cited 
as the reason for the closure.

Arson suspected in 
EDSS fire

Police suspected arson was be-
hind a small bathroom fire that 
saw Elmira District Secondary 
School evacuated briefly Nov. 1. 
The fire alarm was pulled about 
9 a.m., after a student reported 
seeing flames. Damage was esti-
mated at $2,000.

Blaze destroys 
metal shop

A metal fabricating and repair 
shop north of Elmira was rav-
aged by fire early Nov. 3. The 
blaze was glowing red when first 
detected, and visible from more 

than a kilometre away as fire-
fighters approached the scene 
at 7584 Reid Woods Dr. No one 
was hurt, but damage was put at 
more than $300,000.

Sobey’s begins work on 
Elmira grocery store

Construction began Nov. 7 on 
the South Field industrial site 
that will be home to a Sobey’s Inc. 
grocery store. Company officials 
confirmed the property would 
be home to a Price Chopper store 
scheduled to open May 15, 2006.

Girl killed in collision
A St. Clements girl, five-year-

old Emma Ringrose, died Nov. 
19 when her family’s van was 
struck at the intersection of 
Herrgott Road and Ament Line, 
near Hawkesville. Police report-
ed an 80-year-old New Hamburg 
man failed to obey the stop sign 
at Ament Line, striking the driv-
er’s side of the van.

Machete used in 
robbery

An 18-year-old Elmira man 
was arrested Nov. 20, after a 
man was threatened with a ma-
chete during a robbery in Water-
loo. Matthew Waite was charged 
with robbery, possession of an 
offensive weapon and breach of 
probation.

Home destroyed by fire
Fire destroyed a Kingwood-area 

home Nov. 28, after transmission 
oil was left unattended on a garage 
stove. Damage was estimated at 
$250,000 – the home, its contents 
and a car were destroyed.

Tourism services to 
expand in St. Jacobs

Operated on a trial basis in 2005, 
a township-run visitor centre in 
St. Jacobs was made permanent 
as Woolwich councillors met Dec. 
6. The township will extend the 
hours and make improvements 
at the centre, located near the St. 
Jacobs Farmers’ Market.

Woolwich, EDSS 
swap some land

Eager to extinguish a long-
smoldering neighbourhood is-
sue, Woolwich council Dec. 6 
quickly backed a deal to swap 
land with EDSS. The recipro-
cal-use deal allows the school to 
create a smoking area way from 
nearby residents. The new smok-
ing area at the rear of the high 
school takes effect January 9.

Woolwich taxes likely 
up 2.5% in 2006

Woolwich councillors were eye-
balling a 2.5-per-cent increase in 
taxes under a budget tentatively 
approved Dec. 6. The increase 
would mean an increase of $13 a 
year on the township portion of 
an average tax bill, based on an 
assessment of $183,000.

New fire chief 
takes his station

Rick Pedersen was named the 
township’s first full-time fire 
chief at a Woolwich council meet-
ing Dec. 13. A former deputy chief 
with the Kitchener Fire Depart-
ment, Pedersen was hired to re-
place Earl Wideman, who retired 
from the township department 
in October. Also at that meeting, 
councillors welcomed Dan Wil-
son as the township’s new trea-
surer, with a start date of Jan. 3.
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We need to get the criminals with guns off the street. 
Ontarians deserve to feel safe and to be safe.

Premier Dalton McGuinty gets tough on gun crime, 
annoucning new spending for enforcement, following a 
shootout on a Toronto street on Boxing Day.

» Safety first
Woolwich’s volunteer firefighters, 
making inspections of township 
households, have to be gratified 
by the response to their fire-alarm 
program. Increasing compliance and 
almost-full participation show the ef-
fort is paying off.

» Feeling insecure
In the kind of situation that come-
dians love, airport officials detained 
someone whose name matched one 
on the U.S. no-fly list. At four years 
old, Edward Allen was unlikely to 
pose a terrorist threat, however. Oth-
ers, including Sen. Edward Kennedy, 
have had similar run-ins.

» Peace no time soon
Crushing hopes recent elections 
would make the country more peace-
ful, bombs killed at least 130 Iraqis 
and seven U.S. soldiers on Jan. 5. The 
day was one of the worst since the 
occupation began. Targeted were 
police recruits and religious pilgrims, 
widening the divided factions.

Nothin’ extreme in punishing criminals
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Gunning for criminals

I seen how there’s more 
kids gettin’ shot in 
Toronto – you know 

it’s time to deal with 
them types that’s makin’ 
it a horrible place. You 
know this kinda garbage 
wouldn’t be happenin’ if 
the Conservatives was 
in power. All them Liber-
als and other crybabies 
is always goin’ on about 
“extremist” this and “ex-
tremist” that, but there 
ain’t nothin’ extreme 
about looking after wom-
en and children, and pun-
ishin’ criminals.

Nor, for that matter, is 
there nothin’ extreme 
about gettin’ govern-
ment’s hand out of your 
wallet.

Still, I guess enough folks 
bought into Paul Martin’s 
storytellin’ last time that 
we got us another Lib-
eral government, though 
hopefully not for too 
much longer. Since he’s 
in bed with the socialists, 
you just know Martin is 
gonna create an even big-
ger mess than we got right 
now if we get another Lib-
eral minority. Hopefully, 
folks will have more back-
bone when the next vote 
comes around – make no 
mistake, Stephen Harper 
ain’t one to back away 
from reforms, to wipeout 

high taxes and dry up the 
bottomless pit – including 
medicare – that’s suckin’ 
up all our money.

Before his minority gov-
ernment falls apart, you 
can bet the farm Martin is 
gonna try to buy as many 
votes as he can – he’s al-
ready back at it, bribin’ 
us with our own money. 
The real thing to watch 
next time out is whether 
enough of the dumbasses 
fall for it or not.

Governments, they say, 
is like diapers: they need 
to be changed from time 
to time, and for the same 
reason. Anybody with a 
brain knows the Liberals 
has been stewin’ in their 
own waste for a long time 
– I’m bettin’ plenty of us 
is tired of the stink.
EVEN OUT, STILL GRAFTIN’
Of course, tossin’ the 

grafters out don’t put an 
end to the gravy train for 
the likes of some of them 
politicos: plenty of ‘em 
will still be chowin’ down 
at the trough, courtesy of 
you and me. I was read-
in’ how there’s all kinds 
of money comin’ to the 

deadbeats, even if they’re 
trash we’re throwin’ to 
the dump.

I can’t fathom how rich 
them pensions is for the 
politicians, who’s been 
sucking us dry for years, 
lining their pockets and 
suckin’ back three-mar-
tini lunches at my ex-
pense. Now, after we get 
rid of them bloodsuckers, 
we got to keep shellin’ out 
until they croak. Didn’t 
they steal enough when 
they had the chance? Why 
should we keep payin’ em 
after we finally tossed the 
lowlifes out on their fat 
behinds?

It don’t make no sense. 
But tell me one thing that 
does with the likes of 
them folks and I’m likely 
to drop dead on the spot 
just from the shock.
TIME TO FINISH THE JOB OR 

GET OUT OF IRAQI HELL
I see how the Yanks 

is lookin’ to hand over 
control of the country to 
them Iraqi types without 
too much in the way of 
fuss, what with the elec-
tions there. Now, that 
ain’t stopped the madmen 

goin’ on a spree of killin’ 
more folks, most of ‘em 
perfectly innocent types.

As much as I don’t think 
much of them folks and 
how they run things over 
there (the same applies to 
many parts of the world), 
I think the Americans is 
best to tie up some loose 
ends, and then to get out 
of Dodge, if you know 
what I mean. People in 
places like that ain’t got 
no concept of democracy 
and freedom like us here 
in North America, but 
maybe it’s time to let ‘em 
sink or swim.

I know how I get grief 
from some readers – and 
the wife, if you must 
know – over my thinkin’ 
of them people as back-
wards, but I know most 
of ‘em is just plain folks 
like you and me, lookin’ 
to live their lives. They 
got wives and husbands 
and kids, all them fam-
ily things we got here. 
They got some crazies, 
just like we got some 
crazies – it’s just ours is 
whole lot less messy. In 
the end, if they get some 
more right-thinkin’ types 
of their own, maybe they 
can straighten things up 
for themselves – it’ll cer-
tainly spare some more 
Yankee body bags. 

Two gangs of youths exchange words on a busy 
city street. A gun is drawn. Shots are fired. A 
bystander is killed, and others wounded.

It’s something we’ve come to expect in re-
ports from the U.S. That this unacceptable scene was 
played out in Toronto the day after Christmas should 
serve as a wake-up call that we’re going down the 
wrong road. Reacting to the senseless murder of the 
15-year-old girl, and the wounding of six others, Pre-
mier Dalton McGuinty this week pledged to put more 
cops on the street and to hire extra prosecutors to put 
the criminals in jail. He’ll spend $51 million doing it.

The first order of business – and one the federal poli-
ticians on the campaign trail have pledged to tackle 
– is the proliferation of guns, and the type of people 
who’ll use them.

To be sure, the problems in Toronto go beyond the 
availability of guns; there appears to be something 
of a rush to adopt an American-style urban culture, 
which includes gang warfare and violence. Govern-
ments of all stripes must act quickly to prevent the 
spread – while generally happy to share a border with 
the U.S., there are differences most Canadians want 
to maintain.

With our lower crime rates, cleaner cities, better 
education system and universal health care, to name 
a few, Canadians are known to look down smugly on 
Americans from time to time. On the other hand, we 
suffer from a national inferiority complex, often auto-
matically assuming “American” means better – wit-
ness our eagerness to adopt U.S. culture, TV, movies, 
music and the like ahead of homegrown offerings. 
How many of us think better of actors, writers and 
business people who succeed in the U.S.? Ironically, 
we often use that success to deride the same people as 
sellouts.

That relationship is likely to remain unchanged for 
some time. Unfortunately, at the political level – an 
even more important barometer since Sept. 11 – the 
antics of the Bush administration have weighed heav-
ily on the negative side of the equation. While Bush 
and company try to link criticism of their policies 
with U.S. bashing, Canadians who level disdain at U.S. 
leaders do not automatically include all Americans.

As the only superpower, the U.S. fixates on its mili-
tary might. Social programs take a distant back seat: 
some 40 million citizens remain without health care, 
and the Hurricane Katrina disaster showed many 
holes in the “safety” net.

Nothing, with the possible exception of hockey, gal-
vanizes Canadians like universal health care – it’s 
tightly woven into our national identity. Politicians 
of all stripes here vie to be health-care saviours, each 
pledging to do more than the other. 

It’s a different story in the U.S., where the health-
care-for-all mentality we treasure here is eyed with 
suspicion by many. Opponents – typically those with 
much to gain from the status quo – have succeeded 
in painting universal health care as a tax-and-spend 
fantasy of the liberals (a word with a much different 
meaning than we use here). They have successfully 
linked any such program to the dreaded socialist 
boogeyman, threatening increased costs and a lack of 
choice.

It’s far easier to get a gun than it is for many to get 
medical care. The irony that criminal use of guns 
leads to extra demand for treatment is not lost on 
critics here. And that, more than anything else, illus-
trates the divide between our countries – no matter 
how much we support our American cousins, most of 
us want to keep those differences in place, believing 
they make us a better place to live.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What is your New
Year’s resolution?” Marzi

Meadows

“To feel more 
c o m p a s s i o n . 
… In the world 
there is very lit-
tle compassion 
or tolerance for 
a lot of things.”

Mel
Horst

“I didn’t have 
one. I never 
have New Year’s 
resolutions.”

Amy Gofton

“To lose weight, 
for sure. It’s 
hard over 
Christmas.”

Lulu
Waters

“I didn’t make 
one. You never 
keep them.”

▼ See COMMON page 10
WITH THE ARRIVAL OF THE NEW YEAR, AND NO FEAR OF SANTA’S

NAUGHTY LIST, IT WOULD APPEAR THE GLOVES ARE OFF!

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WOOLWICH OBSERVER OPINIONS - EXCLUSIVE CONTENT YOU WON’T FIND ANYWHERE ELSE.
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Frank the source of all the dirt that’s fit to print

Phone call no reason 
to be offended

Frank is back. And 
probably will bring 
down the Martinite 

government.
Frank is the little Ot-

tawa-based sheet that 
exists on all the border-
line dirt that the lazy or 
nervous mainline news-
papers and TV programs 
won’t run. And so their 
reporters e-mail it, anon-
ymously, to Frank, which 
gets it all for free.

A year ago, its owner 
Michael Bate, worn out 
by the workload with his 
few co-conspirators, sold 
the rag to some smartass 
Bay Street boys, who had 
more money than com-
mon sense. They filled it 
with so much insider Bay 
Street stuff that the cir-
culation plunged. Much 
in debt, they fled and 
Frank died. But Bate, his 
body-weight and sanity 
apparently revived, has 
repurchased it (probably 
for 25 cents) and puts it 
out on the Internet, for a 
fee, and now has just got 
it back into print once ev-

ery two weeks – filling it, 
one takes it, with what he 
shoves out into the com-
puter world.

Which brings us around 
to income trusts, the 
small problem dragging 
on Ralph Goodale’s ample 
ankles. The Horsemen, 
as we know, are now dig-
ging their little hooves 
into the suspicion that 
some honest shysters on 
Bay Street made a snoot-
ful in the hours before 
the Finance Minister an-
nounced that he was not 
going to pounce on the 
income trusts – loved by 
every pensioner in the 
land.

NDP finance critic Judy 
Wasylycia-Leis – never 
heretofore known as 
a House of Commons 
heavyweight – put the 
cat amongst the pigeons 
by charging that there 
must have been a leak to 
Bay Street, considering 
how certain stocks had 
soared.

Strange, but this came 
only after a fascinating 

piece appeared in Frank 
– which every insider in 
Ottawa reads, in hopes 
their name never darkens 
its print. Judy, we can as-
sume, reads Frank.

The disgraceful little 
sheet suggests that some-
one in Ottawa (the leaki-
est town in Christendom) 
leaked the coming Goo-
dale announcement to 
an organization called 
CARP.

Now CARP, known in 
real life as the Canadian 
Association of Retired 
Persons, is a very heavy 
figure. It has its own very 
good magazine, it keeps 
on top of legislation and 
is, shall we say, the mi-
crophone of all the old 
people in this country, of 
whom we have increas-
ing numbers.

Frank tells us that, 
previous to shakey Goo-

dale’s pronouncement 
that alerted Bay Street, 
someone in Ottawa – a ju-
nior aide? the mail boy? 
a secretary typing out 
the press release? who 
knows? – alerted CARP’s 
spokesman, one Bill Gle-
berzon, as to what was 
coming up.

As all the pollsters tell 
us – the voting atten-
dance in 2004 sinking 
to some 60 per cent – the 
kids, being cynical, don’t 
vote much any more. The 
percentage who do vote 
goes up as the age goes 
up. The geezers go to the 
polls.

And so it would be very 
useful for CARP to know 
who was onside with the 
wheelchair crowd. Noth-
ing new in that. That’s 
the way politics she is 
played. They all do it.

Which is why Goodale’s 

John Embury called CTV 
to try to squelch the CARP 
story, calling Gleberzon 
“old and confused.” Of 
course he’s old. Why is 
he confused? Because he 
took the phone call.
AND A FUNNY 

THING: By happen-
stance, the scribbler 
and wife decided at last 
minute to mount a New 
Year’s Eve black-tie din-
ner, phoning around To-
ronto town to round up 
any waifs and strays who 
didn’t have previous en-
gagements.

Ended up with 10 types, 
old friends, a few strang-
ers. One journalist ar-
rived with her new beau, 
an experienced Bay 
Street trader. During 
the evening, as the bub-
bly flowed waiting for 
the Wall Street ball to 
fall, the conversation of 
course got around to in-
come trusts and Goodale, 
and a real estate friend 
casually announced that 
on the afternoon of the 
Goodale announcement 

(hello there, CARP) a 
friend of his had made 
$250,000. The Bay Street 
operative did not even 
blink.

Goodale, an honest 
man himself, coming 
from Rouleau, Sask, the 
site of Corner Gas, is in 
trouble. His government, 
after Adscam and this, is 
gone.
AND ANOTHER 

THING: The news that 
the upper-class twits in 
England, defying the 
Tony Blair ban on fox-
hunting, are still going 
out in their pink jackets 
on Sunday, reminds one 
of the comment of Oscar 
Wilde, an Irishman of 
course, on these people: 
“The Unspeakable in 
pursuit of The Inedible.”
AND A FINAL THING: 

As 2005 creeps into noth-
ingness, we are left with 
the best line on Belinda 
Stronach fleeing the To-
ries and her boyfriend to 
a cabinet position with 
the Grits: “She robbed 
Peter to pay Paul.”

To the Editor,
I am offended by the 

price of gasoline. I am 
offended by the gun vio-
lence in Toronto. I am 
offended when some 
people feel the need to 
call a Christmas tree a 
“holiday tree” or wish me 
“happy holidays” instead 
of “Merry Christmas.” I 
have never once heard of 
one of my friends or co-
workers being offended 
by the words “Christmas 
tree” or “Merry Christ-
mas.” I come in contact 
every day with many peo-
ple from different coun-
tries and of many differ-
ent beliefs.

Why are we always so of-
fended by things that are 
happening around us? 
Why did the letter writer 

(Observer, Dec. 24/05) 
feel so offended when his 
friend got a call from a 
volunteer for a political 
candidate on Sunday? 
Why would this be an 
“insult to his Christian 
beliefs”? 

I would be annoyed 
rather than offended. The 
government is supposed 
to be on the job 24/7 – just 
ask the municipal worker 
who gets up at 3 a.m. to 
plow your street so that 
you and your friend can 
get to your favourite Sun-
day service. We have to 
stop being offended by 
things that, for the most 
part, are out of our con-
trol. I am offended that I, 
too, am part of the tree-
hugging group of sissies 
that our society has be-
come.

We have to continue to 
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Looking into the crystal ball: 
predictions for 2006

2006 marks the 13th 
New Year for which 
I’ve made a series of 

not-always-serious pre-
dictions. Someone with 
time on their hands is 
welcome to do some re-
search on how my pre-
vious predictions have 
turned out. Those with 
less time on their hands 
can simply keep reading.

In the coming year, I 
hereby predict that ...

The federal party lead-
ers will use the second 
set of leaders’ debates to 
expand on the unstated 
assumptions behind their 
campaign slogans:

• Stephen Harper: 
"When we say ‘Stand 
Up for Canada,’ what we 
mean is that, if we get 
elected, you'll all need to 
stand up for Canada … 
because we'll be doing 
everything we can to sell 
out the country to the 
Americans and the oil 
companies."

• Jack Layton will re-
peat his call for Canadi-
ans to "elect more NDP 
MPs. How many more? 
Well, specifically, we'd 
like you to elect at least 
155 NDP MPs."

• Paul Martin will re-
mind voters that "there 
are over 30 millions rea-
sons to vote Liberal. But 
asking us to name any of 
them would be beneath 
us. Can't we just agree 
that the Liberal Party 
has a divine right to rule 
the country?"

• Rather than explain-
ing it, Gilles Duceppe 
will simply translate his 
party’s slogan “so that 
Mr. Harper can be sure 
that he understands the 
question.” 

At least one Conser-
vative MP (or advisor) 
and at least one Liberal 
MP (or advisor) will say 
something stupid, racist 
or otherwise offensive. In 
the first case, that will be 
taken as evidence of the 
party’s hidden agenda. 
In the second case, the 
individual will apologize 
and/or step aside and the 
entire incident will be for-
gotten within 24 hours.

The Conservatives will 
run a negative ad accus-
ing the Liberals of plan-
ning to run a negative 
campaign. Oh wait, that’s 
already happened.

Star Liberal candidate 
Michael Ignatieff will 
stage a planned visit to 
Toronto and get trapped 
in a traffic jam on the 
Gardiner Expressway 
– thereby spending more 
time in the riding of Eto-
bicoke-Lakeshore than 
he had up to that point in 
his life.

Someone will win a mi-
nority government on 
Jan. 23. I’ll save my pre-

diction as to who that 
will be, and how stable 
the minority will be for a 
“serious” column later in 
the campaign.

Ralph Goodale will not 
resign as Finance Minis-
ter. Instead, he will con-
tinue to hide behind the 
fact that former Conser-
vative finance minister 
Michael Wilson did not 
resign in 1989 (when his 
entire budget was leaked 
to the media) – even 
though some guy named 
Paul Martin was calling 
for his resignation at the 
time.

Citing the new “Goo-
dale precedent,” former 
Ontario finance minister 
Greg Sorbara (also the 
subject of an active police 
investigation) will hap-
pily reassume his duties.

Ontario Health Minis-
ter George Smitherman 
will withdraw promised 
funding for an expansion 
of Cambridge Memorial 
Hospital. The next day, 
he’ll announce that the 
funding has been rein-
stated. Then, he’ll write 
a letter to the hospital 
clarifying that only “the 
first two weeks” of the re-
quired three-year fund-
ing commitment is actu-
ally firm, but it’s “a good 
start.” A week later, he’ll 
attend a ribbon cutting at 
the hospital, but will qui-
etly tape the ribbon back 
together after the TV 
cameras have left. Sub-
sequently, the entire hos-
pital board and adminis-
tration will throw them-
selves into the Grand 
River in frustration.

Premier Dalton Mc-
Guinty, Tory leader John 
Tory and NDP leader 
Howard Hampton will 
have a rare moment of 
unanimity on at least one 
issue. Then, they’ll each 
try to push the others out 
of the way to claim credit 
for the rare moment of 
unanimity.

Pepsi will hire Parti 
Quebecois Leader An-
dre Boisclair as its offi-
cial spokesperson in the 
Province of Quebec. “I 
used to love Coke. Then 
I took the Pepsi Chal-
lenge,” he’ll be quoted as 
saying. 

Andre Boisclair will de-
mand that I retract that 
last prediction.

Ralph Klein will step 
down as Alberta Pre-
mier. To the surprise of 
most political observers, 
he will be replaced by 
his wife Colleen Klein, 
who did not want to give 
up any of the perks that 

be sensitive to the beliefs 
and cultures of others, 
but we have to stop let-
ting our political cor-
rectness get in the way of 
common sense.

LaMonte Jefferies
Elmira

Continued from page 9

Common sense should 
prevail over PC ways

come with the office.
Canadian filmmakers 

will announce that they 
have given up on creat-
ing a distinctive cultural 
product – since "we al-
ready know that Cana-
dians won't watch" such 
films. Instead, they will 
focus on developing Ca-
nadian knock-offs of pop-
ular Hollywood movies. 
The first movies released 
under this strategy will 
be: "That's the Kind of 
Day It's Been…" (substi-
tuting Lloyd Robertson's 
coverage of the Gomery 
Inquiry for Edward R. 
Murrow's exposes on the 
McCarthy hearings) and, 
of course, "The Chroni-
cles of Sarnia."

The Toronto Maple Leafs 
will not win the Stan-
ley Cup in 2006, but they 
chalk up another win for 
the somewhat less coveted 
trophy at the annual ear-
ly-May golf tournament 
for NHL also-rans.

A rash of injuries to vet-
eran players will force 
Team Canada to rely 
almost entirely upon 
young NHL stars as it 
puts together the men’s 
hockey squad for the 2006 
Olympics. The team's 
first line will be "Crosby, 
Staal and Nash", causing 
Wayne Gretzky to re-
mark, "Here in Canada, 
it's obvious that we teach 
our children well."

����������������

�������
���

�������
����
����

����

������
������������������

�����������
�������������

�����������
������

HAWKESVILLE
������������

10

17

85

���������

������������������
17

�����
����

������

�����������
�������������

�����������
����������

�������
����������

��������
�������������������������

���������������

������
���

�����������

����������

�������������

�

����������

���������������
�������

������
����

��������������������

�������������������������

����������
�����

�������������

���������������

������������
����

�����������

��������

�������

���������

�����������

������

��������������
���

������
��������

��������

�������
��������������

��������

������������
�����

���������������������

��������

������������
��������

������������
�������

��������
����������������������������

����������������
��������

����������
�������

�������
������

������

�������������
����������

���������

����������������
���������������

�������

���������������
��������������

�����
�����������

������������� ���������

����
���

������
�����

�������

���������

�����������
����������

�������������������

�������������
����

��������

�����������

����������

��������������

��������������

�����������

������

��������������������������

��������

���������

���������

�������������

�������
�����

�����������������

���������

�������������

����

��������������

������������

�����������

���������

�����������������

���������������

�����������������

��������������

���������

������������

�������������

����������

���������

���
������

���

���

��� �������
�����

���������

����������

������������

������������

Clear-out

�����������
�����������������

���

���������

������
���������

����

�������
������

������������

������������

���������

������������

���

���������

�������
��

���

���

������� ���

������������

�������
�����

������������

�����������������������

�������
���������

���
���

�
����

�������
������������������

�����������

�������
�����

���������������
������

������������

���
���

�������
���������

����������
������

����

���

����������������

������������ ������������

���
������ ���

������

���
������

�������
���������� ���������

�������
���������� ���������

�������
�����

����

���

�������
����� ����

���

�������
��������

�������
��������

�����

�������
����

������������

�������
��������

���

�������
��������

�������
��������

A small price to pay 
to save lives on road

To the Editor,
In the Dec. 24 edition of 

the Observer, an article 
stated that the intersec-
tion of Herrgott Road 
and Ament Line will not 
receive rumble strips de-
spite the death of a five-
year-old child, caused 
when another driver 
drove right through the 
stop sign. I find this pa-
thetic and simply unac-
ceptable. 

It was ironic that in the 
same edition of the Ob-
server, in the Law and 
Order section, there was 
another incident at the 
same intersection where 
a man was charged with 

▼ See RESIDENTS page 11
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‘disobeying a stop sign.’ 
This time, fortunately, 
there was only signifi-
cant damage to the ve-
hicles and not any fatali-
ties.

What does it take for the 
Region of Waterloo to in-
stall proper safety mea-
sures like traffic lights? 
Forget about simply 
rumble strips that they 
refuse to implement, or 
the meager bigger sig-
nage that they are imple-
menting now. Sure I read 
the region’s argument: 
the traffic statistics don’t 
warrant the installation 
of traffic signals. Sure 
there are probably more 
dangerous intersections 
in the region that cur-
rently don’t have traffic 
lights now and we can-
not afford to put traffic 
signals at every inter-
section. But an innocent 
child lost her life here. 
Why not place traffic 
lights there in her mem-
ory? Her memorial is on 
the roadside. Just think, 
every resident and out-of-
towner who gets stopped 
at that intersection by 
those stoplights will 
glance at that memorial 
and maybe think twice 
before they speed by the 
other country intersec-
tions in our region. 

And I don’t buy the ar-
gument that we don’t 
have enough money. If 
the region does not want 
to put up the funds, just 
tell our community that 
they will put in the traf-
fic lights if we come up 
with the funds ourselves.  
I don’t think that there’s 
anyone in our close-knit 
community that doubts 
those funds would not be 
raised in a heartbeat.

Roman Temniuk
Heidelberg

Continued from page 10

Residents will gladly 
pay if region doesn’t

Liberal antics far 
worse than putting up 
with a Tory phone call 

system in place at a dis-
advantage. It would not 
be unwise to make this 
distinction both bold and 
broad.

I find it most agreeable 
that Schinkel is enter-
taining the notion of 

“doing your best to pay 
attention to this elec-
tion so you can make an 
informed choice on Jan. 
23,” – lest you be consid-
ered foolish.

Steve Bugarsky
Elmira

Frank Cooper
Registered Insurance Broker
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Friendly, professional service 
for your personal insurance 

requirements
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Office:  669-1631 
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira
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To the Editor,
In response to Dar-

rell Schinkel’s letter 
(Observer, Dec. 24/05), I 
have read it over several 
times, yet I cannot state 
with anything resem-
bling certainty that I un-
derstand it.

The sponsorship scan-
dal, lying about AdScam 
and shamelessly failing 
to take responsibility 
for AdScam, resulting in 
countless tax dollars be-
ing misappropriated ap-
pear to be meaningless.

So, too, openly sitting 
on hoards of money 
while people who require 
surgery wait on endless 
lists. At election time, 
and only at election time, 
handing back a mere pit-
tance in hopes of buying 
votes.

The fetid money pit that 
is the gun registry, and 
its equally egregious, 

half-baked twin, Kyoto.
A crumbling criminal 

justice system that aban-
dons the rights of vic-
tims.

All of this is meaning-
less, Schinkel’s letter 
would suggest – just 

don’t have the audacity 
to phone a friend of mine 
on a Sunday, and you’ll 
get my vote.

The points I list above 
I deem to be monstrous, 
yet, without so much as 
a blush, the current gov-

ernment embraces these 
monstrosities.

As for the government’s 
role regarding the plight 
of the poor, there is a line 
between having a system 
in place for the disadvan-
taged and putting the 

OBSERVER OPINION PAGES
NO OTHER WEEKLY IN WATERLOO REGION 
PROVIDES AS MUCH OPINION FOR YOU TO 

AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH... PERIOD.
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CHRISTMAS STOCK 
CLEAROUT SALE

MERLOT - $108 for 30 Bottles
(Save $25 per batch over KW/Guelph Prices!)

Special valid January 7-14, 2006

29 Church St. W., Elmira   TEL: 669-0790/0799
Guaranteed lowest wine prices in K-W area. Best Quality Wine.

INQUIRE
about our 
upcoming 

Wine Tasting 
Evening

 Elze’s Wonderful Wines

Call Elze at
669-0799 for
personalized 
wine service
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Helping you do your research A new stamp for a new priceGetting a break for R&D

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Getting a jump on an-
other sap season, this 
week local maple syr-
up producers will take 

a look at the issues facing the 
industry. Hosted by the Water-
loo Wellington Maple Syrup 
Producers Association, area 
tree tappers will take part in 
the annual information day 
at the St. Jacobs Community 
Centre.

“We usually have about 100 
people come out,” association 
secretary/treasurer Bob Rich-
mond said of Thursday’s event, 
which will include several 
speakers and presentations.

Among the topics slated for 
discussion are upcoming nu-
tritional labeling require-
ments from the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency, which will 
have a spokesperson present 
to walk producers through the 
requirements.

“Starting next year they’re 
going to ask producers to put 
labels on their syrup show-
ing the breakdown of the food 
content, with the minerals and 
vitamins and that. It’s like any 
other food product you buy, 
you have to show them what’s 
in it,” Richmond explained.

Pre-season meeting gathers 
maple syrup producers

Annual information day brings speakers to St. Jacobs this week

The growing interest in ma-
ple orchards is also slated for 
the agenda. 

“Over the last 20 years or so 
there’s been people starting 
to plant sections of land just 

in maple trees. They promote 
them and bring them on faster. 
A tree in the bush might [be] 
40 years of age before you can 
tap it, before it’s big enough. 
But if you start your own in 

the open, they’re tapping them 
at about 20 years now,” Rich-
mond told the Observer.

“People might be thinking of 
it more if they have marginal 
lands. … There’s quite a few 

through Ontario.”
A sugar bush operator him-

self, Richmond planted a cou-
ple of thousand maple trees in 
1993 and is waiting for them to 
mature to tapping age. 

He also runs a 15-acre sugar 
bush in the New Dundee area.

The day will include speak-
ers from the Ontario Ministry 
of Agriculture and Food on is-
sues such as syrup testing and 
forest health concerns.

While syrup producers are 
gearing up for another season, 
it’s too early to say how busy 
they’ll be when the sap starts 
to run, Richmond noted.

“When you come into the 
spring and you get ready to 
tap at the end of February, 
that’s the weather that is most 
important,” he said. “Up until 
now, all I can say is the mois-
ture’s good. We had a droughty 
spring, but we had enough 
moisture over the summer. I 
think it’s just an average year 
at this point.”

Registration for the infor-
mation day begins at 9 a.m. 
Activities will begin about an 
hour later and run until about 
3 p.m.

The ceremonial first tree 
tapping is scheduled for Feb. 
24 at an Elmira-area sugar 
bush.

The (SR&ED) program is a federal tax incentive program to encourage Ca-
nadian businesses of all sizes to conduct R&D. On Jan. 17, the Greater KW 
Chamber of Commerce hosts a free presentation by PricewaterhouseCoopers 
to discuss the financing strategies this plan offers. Call 576-5000.

The Waterloo Region Small Business Centre hosts a market research 
seminar Jan. 11. The two-hour seminar focuses on where to find the im-
portant information required when planning your business. Offered at 
the centre’s Kitchener location; call 741-2986.

This week, Canada Post will begin selling a new 51-cent stamp featur-
ing Queen Elizabeth. The design is intended to celebrate the monarch’s 
80th birthday this spring. As of Jan. 16, the cost of mailing a domestic 
letter will match the new stamp.

SAPPERS SEEKING INFO Local maple syrup producers such as Fred Martin of West Montrose Maple Products will meet in St. 
Jacobs this week for the annual pre-tapping season information day. 
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Like many of us, the Welles-
ley Applejacks found it a 
little rough to get back to 
work this week. The first-

place squad was a little rusty as it 
battled the Tavistock Braves to a 2-
2 draw Jan. 4.

The Jacks had stopped training 
for four weeks over the Christmas 
holidays, and had been playing only 

Jacks tie things
up with Tavistock

Break is over as Wellesley gets back to business
Wednesday night games. 

“It’s been tough and, to be hon-
est with you, that’s why our pow-
er play’s struggling right now,” 
coach Chip Seiling told the Ob-
server. “We just haven’t had the 
time on the ice to keep things 
sharp.” 

Wednesday night’s tie followed 
the team’s first post-Christmas 
match-up, a 4-3 win over the Delhi 
Travellers Dec. 28.

This week’s game was hardly a 

barnburner. The Jacks managed 
just six shots on goal in the opening 
period. Luckily, the Braves coun-
tered with just five.

“I thought we started off a little 
slow,” said Seiling. “We were hesi-
tating on what we wanted to do with 
the puck … it was costing us.”

The Braves were the first to put 
the puck past netminder Chris 
Russwurm when Tavistock’s Dan 
Ferguson finished a power-play se-

▼ See JACKS page 16

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A pair of Elmira 
forwards pitched 
in with assists 

during the Mid-Western 
Junior B all-star game 
Tuesday evening (Jan. 
3), but it wasn’t enough 
for their team to squeak 
out a win. In the end, the 
White squad fell 5-3 to 
their Dark counterparts.

However, that worked 
to the advantage of a cou-
ple other Sugar Kings; 
both teams featured 
local representation. 
Defencemen Tyler Soeh-
ner and Chad Swartz-
entruber suited up for 
the Dark team while 
forwards Tyler Brenner, 
Dane Dobbie and John 
Lunney donned White.

“I think Ty Soehner 
and Swartzie had a pret-
ty good night. The three 
forwards struggled a 
little bit – it didn’t help 
with a couple of them 
going down with some 
injuries. It’s one of those 

All-star 
Kings land 
two assists

“It was a good night for …
these guys to showcase their

talents,” says East
nights the guys are 
out there and they do 
things that normally 
they wouldn’t do in a 
regular season game,” 
said Elmira coach John 
East, who joined the 
White squad as an as-
sistant to Cambridge 
coach Greg Bignell.

“I was ribbing them a 
little bit during the game, 
but it’s all in good fun. 
It’s a good night for the 
league, for these guys to 
showcase their talents.”

It was Brenner and 
Dobbie who helped out 
with assists during the 
Stratford-hosted match; 
an annual event known 
to attract scouts from 
universities, the Ontario 
Hockey League and oth-
ers.

During the game 
Brenner suffered a low-
er body injury and will 
likely miss at least one 
game.

“He was trying to 
make a move, caught an 
edge and tweaked some-

▼ See SHIFTING page 18

Visiting Kitchener for the Jason Cripps Tournament over the holidays, 
the Novice Woolwich girl’s hockey team managed a semi-final finish. Be-
fore they were eliminated 4-2 by Waterloo Three, the local girls recorded 
two wins and a tie.

Looking for some heated hockey action? Check out the Midget AE interna-
tional Silver Stick tournament at the St. Clements and Wellesley Village arenas. 
The three-day tournament started yesterday (Jan. 6) and wraps up with the 
championship game tomorrow afternoon. No local teams are participating.

It was a third-place finish for the Twin Centre Peewee B Hericanes last 
week in Mississauga. The girl’s hockey squad handed the host team an 
8-0 loss in the bronze medal game Dec. 29. Overall, they posted a 2-1-1 
record.

EYE ON THE PUCK Jacks’ centre Blake Martin takes to the faceoff circle during a Jan. 4 match against the Tavistock Braves. The teams skated 
to a 2-2 tie. DESIREE FINHERT
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They Choose.
Childcare

You Choose.
� The Liberal Party plan is for 9 to 5
    institutional childcare centres.
� The Liberal government believes
    governments, not parents, should choose
    what is best for your child.
� You might ‘blow’ it on ‘beer and popcorn.’

Choice in childcare for all Canadians.
��� Parents working shift work.
��� Parents who use home daycare.
��� Parents who use public daycare.
��� Stay-at-home parents

The Conservative Party plan means:
�� $1,200 to parents to choose what is best for your child
�� Equal support to stay-at-home parents
�� Parents keep their current support - no clawbacks
�� $10,000 employer tax credit for each childcare space
     created for their employees
�� $250 million per year for childcare, 125,000 new
     childcare spaces over the next five years

Authorized by the Official Agent for Harold Albrecht.
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On January 23, elect

Harold
Albrecht
Kitchener-Conestoga

745-3100
669-1953

www.haroldalbrecht.ca

YOU ARE INVITED
TO MEET HAROLD!

AT AN OPEN HOUSE IN OUR ELMIRA CAMPAIGN OFFICE.
Thursday, January 12 at 8:00pm • 13 Industrial Drive, Elmira
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woolwich teams 
heated up the 
ice in the highly 

competitive Sugar Ring 
tournament, bringing 
home two gold and one 
silver medal in the Dec. 
29-30 match-ups. 

The Woolwich Junior 
ringette team grabbed 
the gold ring in the finals 
with an 8-1 win over sec-
ond place Hanover, after 
besting their opponents 
in three round-robin 
games.

The Belles also took 
gold in a 4-3 win over St. 
Mary’s and the Tween 
clinched second in their 
division.

The most exciting play 
for Junior coach Deb 
Thomas was in their 
round-robin game over 
Owen Sound. 

Stephanie Thomas was 
on a breakaway when she 
fell to her knees on the 
blue line and scored from 
her prone position. 

“Out of the whole week-
end, that would have 
probably been the best 

Sweet Sugar Ring success for local ringette teams
Junior, Belle and Tween teams placed in the Sugar Ring tournament

play,” said the coach of 
the action that led to a 5-3 
win over the visitors.   

The Juniors also beat 
Guelph 4-1 and Hanover 
7-2 in the round-robin.

Deb Thomas attributes 
her teams gold win to her 
players’ excellent team 
work and goalkeeping 
and to the tournaments 
evenly matched teams. 

“It was very good play,” 
said the coach. “All the 
games were very close. 
The whole division was 
set up very good as far as 
competition between all 
four teams.”

The Juniors went on to 
win 8-1 over Hanover in 
the championship match.

“Our team was just re-
ally on,” said the coach.

She explained her Ju-
nior team seems to excel 
in tournament competi-
tion more so than regu-
lar league play. This is 
partly because in tourna-
ments the Juniors play at 
a Level C, a lower division 
than where they play in 
regular league action.

The Belle team also 
had an exciting morning 
match, when they hit the 

ice at 7 a.m., which rock-
eted them toward Wool-
wich’s second gold-medal 
win.

St. Mary’s was ahead of 
Woolwich 7-5 in overtime 
when the referee called 
back their opponents last 
goal. 

Belle coach Lee Bru-
bacher, said this was the 
highlight of the tourna-
ment for him.

“St. Mary’s had scored 
but it was an illegal goal,” 
said Brubacher. “We went 
up and scored the very 
next minute.” 

The Belles tied St. 
Mary’s 6-6 in that match 
which set them up for 
a full day of hard play 
– beating Tara 5-3 later 
that morning and a 6-4 
win over Tara in the af-
ternoon. 

Going undefeated in 
three round-robin wins 
put Woolwich in the fi-
nals against St. Mary’s 
once again.

“Four games in one day 
is a long day.”

In the championship 
game, Brubacher reflect-
ed that St. Mary’s had 
only played three games 

to Woolwich’s four. “The 
girls could have been a 
bit more tired.”

But if they were they 
didn’t show it – the cham-
pionship match was full 
of back-and-forth action 
with the home team land-
ing on top with a 4-3 win 
and the gold.

St. Mary’s also proved 
to be a challenge for the 
Tween division.

The Tween team went 
head-to-head against  
St. Mary’s. In a 4-3 loss 
for the home team, St. 
Mary’s took the tourney 
and Woolwich secured 
silver. 

“We would have loved 
to get gold,” said coach 
Brenda Poole. “We’ve 
been rivals with St. 
Mary’s this season. We 
seem to meet them quite 
often. We beat them in 
Elora and we almost got 
them here.”

At the 18th annual Elora-
Fergus Ringette Tour-
nament, in November it 
was Woolwich who won 
the gold medal over St. 
Mary’s. 

“We played very well 
in the round robin,” said 

Poole. “We just ran out of 
steam ...” 

The Tweens won 8-1 over 
Guelph, 6-4 over Rich-
mond Hill and 4-3 over St. 
Mary’s leading up to the 
championship.

This tournament was 
more challenging for the 
Tween team which was 
matched against teams of 
greater skill.

“It was much more chal-
lenging than Elora be-
cause the caliber of play-
ers that we brought in 
are at the B-Level.”

Poole and her play-
ers have been winning 
most of their games 
against other Division 
C teams and even win-
ning against Division B 
teams, which they did in 
this tournament. Now 
that they’ve showed their 
stripes they’ll be moving 
up in the North Waterloo 
League.  

Ringette mom Cathy 
Hellerman is looking 
forward to her daughter 
and the team playing 
at a higher level, which 
will match them against 
stronger teams.

“They’ve really en-

joyed having some more 
difficult teams to play 
against,” said Heller-
man.

“Our girls played mag-
nificently,” she added. 
“They are really fabulous 
team players with lots of 
passing and that makes 
for a great game.” 

Despite the gold and sil-
ver wins, the tournament 
itself was a grand suc-
cess, primarily because 
there was not a single 
injury. 

Poole, who is also the 
president of the Ringette 
Association, also attrib-
uted the tourneys success 
to the excellent matches 
played under one roof.

“It was a big success be-
cause there were so many 
close games,” said Poole. 
“It could have been any-
body for the final game.” 

This year the event was 
held at the St. Jacobs are-
na, which was a marked 
improvement from last 
year, when it was held in 
three separate arenas. 
This went a long way to-
wards having all of the 26 
consecutive games start 
on time.

RACING RINGS Woolwich Belle Jessica Conlon races against her Tara 
Tornadoes opponents in a 5-3 win for Woolwich Dec. 29. 

ON THE CHARGE Woolwich Junior Amanda Poole charges forward 
for the ring flanked by Owen Sound Extreme players during a 5-3 
win Dec. 29.

GIVE ME THAT Woolwich Tween Kelly Barnes wrestles the Richmond 
Hill Lightning assistant captain for the ring while Kassi Fritz assists in 
6-4 win for Woolwich Dec. 30.  PHOTOS: DESIREE FINHERT
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Twin Centre 
Stars finished out 
the calendar year 

with a clean sweep at 
the regional Silver Stick 
hockey tournament in Pel-
ham. The three-day event 
saw the Midget squad go 
6-0; they allowed only six 
goals, while racking up 33 
against the competition.

“The goal was to win 
it. We came on pretty 
strong and we carried on 
strong. It was definitely a 
team effort; up and down 
the lineup, it didn’t mat-
ter who you put on the 
ice, everybody was com-
mitted to a team game,” 
explained coach Greg 
Templeman. “There were 
a lot of smiles on their 
faces.”

Along the way to tourna-
ment victory, the Midget 
Stars downed Strathroy 
6-1, shutout Pelham 3-0 
and defeated Paris 5-1. In 
the quarterfinals, they 
trounced Maritan 10-1 
and handed Delhi a 4-1 
loss in the semifinals.

They faced Erin/Hills-
burgh for the champion-
ship; Twin Centre took it 
with a 5-2 finish.

“The Erin/Hillsburgh 
team was probably one of 
the best teams we played 
in the tournament. But I 
think we just had a little 
more depth. They (Erin/
Hillsburgh) didn’t quit 
until the final buzzer,” 
the coach said, noting 
the competition’s two 
goals came late in the 
game.

Leading the Grand Val-
ley hockey league with 
an 18-1 record, the Midg-
et Stars were confident 
heading into the tourna-
ment they’d be contend-
ers for the crown. 

“The boys have been 
committed all year to 
playing good hockey. 
They’ve worked very 
hard. We’re passing 
very well, playing good 
defence and we’re just 
out-working most teams, 
at the present anyway,” 
Templeman said. “The 
guys have worked very 
hard at practice to im-
prove their skating and 
team play.”

Despite the momentum 
they carried, there was 
an element of the un-
known as they headed to 
Pelham.

“We had never played 
any of these teams be-
fore,” the coach contin-
ued.

“If I remember correctly, 
there was only one player 
that didn’t get a goal,” he 
added, noting that player 
pitched in with at least 
one assist. “We carry 

Twin Centre finds gold 
at the Silver Stick

Midgets undefeated, win way to the international finals

16 skaters, so it’s pretty 
balanced. … It was that 
much of a team effort.”

Having won the re-
gional gold, the Stars 
now qualify for the in-
ternational Silver Stick 
tournament Jan. 20-22 in 
Sarnia. There they’ll face 
off against the winners of 
other regional competi-
tions in Canada and the 
United States. 

While the squad is look-
ing for a strong perfor-
mance on that stage, they 

have their eyes set on an-
other prize, Templeman 
noted.

“The all-Ontario play-
offs, that’s our real fo-
cus,” he said, noting 
league play wrapped up 
late this week. The On-
tario Minor Hockey As-
sociation playdowns will 
begin soon after the Sar-
nia competition.

“We’ve got some things 
that we’ve got to work 
on, but I’m pretty happy 
overall.”

AN UNDEFEATED RUN  The Twin Centre Midget Stars went 6-0 to 
return from Pelham with regional Silver Stick gold during the holidays. 
Front row (from left): Kurt Martin, Luke Zehr and Marcus Good. Second 
row: Tyler Smith, Chad Jordan, Brock Gerber and Aaron Knoll. Third 
row: Tom McSorley, Dave Taylor, Alex Kieswetter, Mitchell Good, Alex 
Erlich, Chris Givlin, Justin Bremner, Chris Hohol, Tony Tabbert, Matt 
Sherrer and Nathan Reiger. SUBMITTED PHOTO

buyingtime
[ S A V E  T I M E  TO  S P E N D  L ATE R ]
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When it comes to child care the Liberals have created a National Child Care Strategy
which will be delivering new childcare spaces for children in our community.  The
Liberal plan will result in expanded daycare facilities like those at the new Baden
Public School.  This is how the Liberal plan will work in our communities.

The Conservative Plan proposes to put $4/day into parents’ hands - which isn’t a
strategy and which doesn’t create new child care spaces for those who need them
most.  Will $4/day enable you to find quality child care?  Would it have built a new
daycare centre in Baden?

Re-Elect Lynn Myers

Authorized by the Official Agent for Lynn Myers
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First elected as a Member of Parliament in 1997, Lynn Myers
has worked tirelessly to represent his constituents and their
views in Ottawa.

Prior to his 1997 election, Lynn served as Mayor of Wilmot
Township, as a member of Regional Council, as the chair of
Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro Commission and as the chair of the
Waterloo Region Police Services Board.
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quence at 8:37.
The cider boys clawed 

one back a minute later, 
when defenceman Pat-
rick Shantz converted 
on a Jacks’ power-play 
opportunity. Assists 
came courtesy of Scott 
Hustwitt and Justin 
Bremner. 

Moving into second pe-
riod tied 1-1, both teams 
picked up the pace. Russ-
wurm was the busier of 
the netminders, mak-
ing 14 saves versus the 
eight at the other end 
of the rink. Out-shot, it 
was the Jacks who drew 
the period’s only blood, 
however.

“I thought our goalten-
der played extremely 

Jacks return to form
well,” said Seiling. “He 
saved us a couple of 
times.”

Action was frantic on 
the ice as each team tried 
to control the puck and 
take the lead – Welles-
ley finally moved with 
51 seconds left in the pe-
riod, with Hustwitt mak-
ing the score 2-1.

Back from intermission, 
the Jacks skated hard 
to control the game, out-
shooting their guests 9-8. 

But it was the Braves 
who struck next, getting 
one back only 30 seconds 
into third-period play. 
With a man advantage, 
Tavistock’s Kyle Roes 
potted one to make it 2-2. 
There would be no more 
scoring in regulation, 

and the game went to 
overtime. Again, Welles-
ley out-shot the Braves, 
5-3, but there was no 
scoring on other side.

The final tally was in-
dicative of the game, 
said Seiling.

“All in all, through the 
60 minutes, they prob-
ably controlled 30. We 
probably controlled 30.”

The Wellesley coach 
was not discouraged by 
the tie, calling Tavis-
tock a difficult team to 
beat.

“They throw every-
thing at you,” explained 
Seiling. “They’ve got 
some size on you. They’ve 
got some very talented 
scorers and we’re pretty 
evenly matched teams.”

Continued from page 13

DESIREE FINHERT & 
RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The holidays proved 
to be a busy and  
fruitful time for lo-

cal minor hockey. Teams 
participating at regional 
Silver Stick tourna-
ments in various venues 
brought home a trio of 
medals – two gold and a 
silver.

Among the regional 
champions are the Major 
Atom Wildcats, who may 
have been a player short, 
but proved they’re still 
a complete team. They 
brought home gold from 
a Brampton-hosted tour-
nament Dec. 27 to 29.

The 10-year-olds won 
four out of their five 
matches in the post-
holiday battle, besting 
Brampton 6-1, Southpoint 
5-0 and Lorne Park 5-2, 
advancing them to the fi-
nals. It was a 4-2 win for 
Woolwich in the champi-
onship round, where they 
faced Southpoint in a re-
match.

“It’s a real testament to 
how hard they all work. 
They’re a true team,” 
said coach Fred Gregory.

The win qualifies them 
to play in the interna-

Woolwich racks up two gold and a silver
Medals prove bountiful as teams take part in Silver Stick regionals

tional Silver Stick tour-
nament in Sarnia Jan 20 
to 22, where they’ll face 
the winners of other re-
gional competitions on 
both sides of the border.

Fourteen players have 
been lacing up with the 
Major Atoms since the 
start of the season – one 
less than the bare mini-
mum for a team.

Playing hard, staying 
focused, trusting each 
other and working as a 
team is what has kept 
the close-knit pack a win-
ning force against teams 
which bring 17 players to 
the ice. 

“It’s kind of unique 
when you look at 10-year-
olds and they have that 
kind of mentality,” said 
Gregory.

The anomaly happened 
when some teammates 
decided they wanted to 
play with their friends 
on a separate team. As 
some players moved side-
ways in the league due 
to friendship, the Atom 
boys’ grew stronger for 
the same reason.

“Kids at that age have 
friendships, and the kids 
on our team are no differ-
ent,” said Gregory. “The 
14 on the team are very 
tight.”

He’s been coaching mi-
nor hockey for 25 years 
and said it’s noteworthy 
to see a young team so fo-
cused. He attributes their 
tourney win to timely 
scoring, good goalkeep-
ing and strong defensive 
play. In fact, their defen-
sive tactics worked so 
well three defenceman 
were named Player of 
the Game over the two-
day tournament: captain 
Adam Brubacher, Evan 
Buehler and Chadd Bau-
mann. 

The Wildcats only de-
feat came at the gloves of 
the Stouffville Clippers, 
during round robin play. 
The local boys were up 2-1 
when the Clippers evened 
the balance at the end of 
the third period and then 
buried the biscuit with 
seconds left on the clock 
to eke out a 3-2 win. 

This singular loss was 
not worrisome to the 
team, which was already 
slotted for the finals. 

The Major Midget Wild-
cats battled their way to 
the finals of their divi-
sion in Brampton. Belle 
River took the gold 4-3, 
leaving Woolwich with a 
2-2-1 record for the tour-
nament.

Playing in Midland 

Dec. 27 to 31, the Major 
Bantam Wildcats earned 
their first tournament 
gold of the season. They 
downed Cobourg 2-1 to 
take the regional Silver 
Stick championship and 
advance to the interna-
tional level.

“If we were going to win 
one, this was the one to 
win,” coach Jake Snyder 
said, noting the gold qual-
ifies them for the interna-
tional Silver Stick tour-
nament in Port Huron, 
Michigan Jan. 26 to 29. 
“It was a good week for 
Woolwich Minor Hockey 
last week.”

This was the team’s 
third tournament of the 
year. In the first two, they 
lost in the finals, which 
left them hungry for a 
championship title this 
time around. 

“We actually lost to 
Cobourg in the finals … 
about three weeks ago 
in another really close 
game,” he said, referring 
to a tournament in Os-
hawa. “We’re two really 
good teams that are fairly 
closely matched. The fi-
nal game could have gone 
either way, but we were 
pretty happy it went our 
way.”

Their path to the finals 
was lined with victory. 
The kicked it all off with 
a 3-2 win over Saugeen 
Shores. From there, they 
downed Lincoln 3-1, shut-
out Fergus 1-0 and hand-
ed Huntsville a 5-1 loss, 
advancing them to face 
Cobourg. 

Rounding out the re-
gional Silver Stick action, 
the local Minor Midgets 
found themselves head-
ing home following the 
semifinals in Vaughan 
Dec. 27 to 29. There were 
eliminated by Wood-
stock, which in turn fell 
5-4 to TNT in the finals.
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FOR A HAPPIER,
HEALTHIER YOU.

Our services are covered by
most health insurance plans.

Woolwich Community’s
complementary Health Care Facility!

• Massage therapy; Reflexology; Shiatsu
• Nutritional Analysis; Botanicals &
Supplementation • Acupuncture

• Homeopathy • Lifestyle Counselling
• Fat/Muscle Mass Testing

FROM LEFT: RAZA SHAH, MINDA
AHUJA, TRICIA BRUBACHER
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Technology turning men into cell mates
It used be that the 

great outdoors was 
the last bastion of sol-

itude. A fellow could go 
out there for a spell and 
bask in the glory of his 
own bodily functions. 
Yes, stepping into the 
outback by yourself used 
to be just like hanging a 
“do not disturb” sign on 
your soul.

Unfortunately, cell 
phones have ruined all 
that.

It’s got to the point now 
where a man can’t even 
pretend to be going to 
the store anymore. No 
sir, now, no matter how 
well he’s smuggled his 
ice fishing gear into the 
car the night before, or 
how perfectly the top-
secret, state-of-the-art, 
concealed live-well in the 
trunk is keeping the min-
nows lively, or even how 
smoothly he and his bud-
dy switched cars so that 
his wife’s noisy friend 
won’t report his car at 
the boat ramp parking 

lot, which for some God 
awful reason just hap-
pens to be within line of 
sight from her kitchen 
window – yes, despite all 
these sage precautions, 
his own wife will still 
find him because she has 
slipped a cell phone in his 
coat pocket.

It’s like they don’t trust 
us.

Oh sure, nobody’s twist-
ing your arm to answer 
the cell phone when it 
rings but you do it any-
way. And not just because 
you think it’s one of your 
buddies and you have just 
happened to land a lunk-
er that you will perform 
a hilarious ventriloquist 
act with when you taunt 
him about how good it 
is to be ice fishing when 
your wife thinks you are 
at the grocery store shop-
ping for brussel sprouts.

No, you answer the 
phone because you are 
a mature, responsible 
adult. Despite this, how-
ever, it still turns out to 

be your wife and, sudden-
ly, you are busted.

Of course you could lie 
and say that you’ve been 
at the store for the last 
six hours because you 
are being very particular 
about the brussel sprouts 
you choose to feed your 
family but this might not 
suffice, because, as I’ve 
stated previously, a lot of 
women have trust issues 
these days.

So you need to come up 

with plan B, which of-
ten involves grovelling, 
roses, and sleeping on the 
couch for several months. 
And all because of cell 
phones.

It’s got to the point 
where my outdoors asso-
ciates and I are actually 
documenting these inci-
dents so that we might 
serve our cell providers 
with some sort of puni-
tive legal action rather 
than just the nasty let-

ters.
The sad part is, I imag-

ine it will only get worse.
There are already GPS 

unit/handheld radios out 
there that allow anyone 
on the channel to deter-
mine the location, within 
five metres, of anybody 
else on the channel. It 
can’t be long before they 
apply the same technol-
ogy to cell phones.

Soon, an outdoorsman 
will have no choice but to 
tell the truth. 

My father, God bless his 
soul, would be saddened 
by this shameful turn of 
events. For, it was he who 
instilled the enjoyment 

of the little white lie in 
me. It was Joe who made 
me understand that a bet-
ter part of the joy of hunt-
ing or fishing is founded 
in the belief that you are 
actually pulling some-
thing over on those that 
you love.

Heck, according to my 
mom, dad and I often 
spent the better part of 
a day choosing turnips 
while other less domesti-
cated men were out goof-
ing around on the Open-
ing Day of trout season. 
Then again, times were 
much simpler then. Yes, 
back then, there was 
trust.

VOISIN CHRYSLER

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com

669-2831

Financing 
O.A.C. See 
dealer for 

details

�����������������������������������
�������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������

�������������

��������������

������������ ����������
�������

��������� �����������
�����������

�����������
�������

On Sale For $26,995
Finance For 
$29280

Bi-weekly
60 months

0 DOWN
7.59% FINANCING
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On Sale For $15,995
Finance For 
$17500

Bi-weekly
60 months

0 DOWN
7.59% FINANCING

�������������������������������
�����������������������������������

�����������������������������������
����������

��������������

On Sale For $21,995
Finance For 
$23945

Bi-weekly
60 months

0 DOWN
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On Sale For $9,995
Finance For 
$11379

Bi-weekly
60 months

0 DOWN
8.25% FINANCING
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On Sale For $10,995
Finance For 
$12226

Bi-weekly
60 months

0 DOWN
7.59% FINANCING
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On Sale For $15,995
Finance For 
$17556

Bi-weekly
60 months

Bi-weekly 
payments include 
taxes and fees, 
licence and gas

Sale prices 
are PLUS GST 

and PST, license 
and gas

All 2005 
vehicles 

are former 
rental units

Offer valid 
on the date 

of publication

7.59% FINANCING

0 DOWN
7.59% FINANCING
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR 
HOCKEY
NOVICE
JAN. 2
• Woolwich 2 Waterloo 4
Goals: Grant Kernick, Claire 
Hanley
Assists: Kelby Martin, Evan 
Martin

ATOM MAJOR
Silver Stick Tournament 
Dec. 27 to 29
DEC. 27
• Woolwich 6 Brampton 1
Goals: Adam Brubacher (2), 
Matt Schieck, Kyle Bauman, 
McKinley Ceasar, Dalton Wojcik
Assists: Matt Schieck (3), 
Matthew Townsend (2), 
McKinley Ceasar, McKenzie 
Martin
• Woolwich 5 Southpoint 0
Goals: Jacob Moggy (2), Matt 
Scheick, Adam Brubacher, 
McKinley Ceasar
Assists: Matt Schieck, McKinley 
Ceasar, Matthew Townsend, Eric 
Van Gerwen
DEC. 28
• Woolwich 2 Stouffville 3
Goals: Matthew Townsend, Eric 
Van Gerwen
Assists: Jacob Moggy, McKinley 
Ceasar, Kyle Bauman
DEC. 29
• Woolwich 5 Lorne Park 2
Goals: Matt Schieck, Eric Van 
Gerwen, Dalton Wojcik, Mitch 
Kernick, Matthew Townsend
Assists: Matt Schieck (2), 
Chadd Bauman (2), McKenzie 
Martin (2), Eric Van Gerwen, 
Dalton Wojcik, Jacob Moggy
• Woolwich 4 Southpoint 2
Goals: Chadd Bauman, Jacob 
Moggy, Eric Van Gerwen, Dalton 
Wojcik
Assists: Chadd Bauman, 
McKinley Ceasar, Matthew 
Townsend, Matt Schieck, Mitch 
Kernick

ATOM MINOR
Hespeler Minor Hockey 
Olympics Dec. 28 to 30
DEC. 28
• Woolwich 1 Georgetown 1
Goals: Ryan Schinker
Assists: Wes Martin
• Woolwich 4 Owen Sound 0
Goals: Mackenzie Shantz, Bo 
Urdil, Matt Lair, Owen Griffiths
Assists: Alex MacLean, Tristen 
White, Wes Martin, Mackenzie 
Griffiths
Keaton Weiss recorded the 
shutout
DEC. 29
• Woolwich 2 Kitchener 0
Goals: Adrian Gilles, Mackenzie 
Shantz

Assists: Ryan Schinker, Jordan 
King, Alex MacLean, Tristen 
White
Quade Hunter Rhodes 
recorded the shutout
• Woolwich 2 Cambridge 2
Goals: Ryan Schinker, Mackenzie 
Shantz
Assists: Jordan King, Adrian 
Gilles, Matt Lair, Bobby 
Sutherland
DEC. 30
• Woolwich 3 Stoney Creek 1
Goals: Wes Martin, Bobby 
Sutherland, Adrian Gilles
Assists: Mackenzie Shantz, Bo 
Urdil, Jordan King
• Woolwich 3 Georgetown 2
Goals: Alex MacLean (2), 
Mackenzie Shantz
Assists: Brady Erb (2), Jordan 
King, Mackenzie Shantz, Bobby 
Sutherland

ATOM LL
DEC. 23
• Woolwich Three 3 Beverly 1
Goals: Cole Martin, Brock 
MacDonald, Timmy Shuh
Assists: Cole Martin, Joseph 
Dubue, Timmy Shuh, Bradley 
Schopp, Sean Wilton

PEEWEE LL
JAN. 2
• Woolwich One 2 Ayr Three 0
Goals: Jordan Moore (2)
Assists: Tim Baker (2), Ben 
Brown
JAN. 3
• Woolwich One 5 Plattsville 2
Goals: Jordan Moore (2), Ben 
Brown, Issac Frank, Brayden 
Frey
Assists: Tyler Schmidt, Ben 
Brown, Myles Bartholomew, Tim 
Baker, Josh Weber

BANTAM MAJOR
Silver Stick Tournament
Dec. 27 to 31
DEC. 27
• Woolwich 3 Saugeen Shores 2
Goals: Steve Clement (2), Nick 
Roth
Assists: Luke Shantz (2), Celeb 
Redekop (2), Robert Hinschberger, 
Steve Clement
• Woolwich 3 Lincoln 1
Goals: Robert Hinschberger (2), 
Luke Shantz
Assists: Caleb Redekop, Robert 
Hinschberger
DEC. 28
• Woolwich 1 Fergus 0
Goals: Robert Hinschberger
Brandon Death recorded the 
shutout
• Woolwich 5 Huntsville 1
Goals: Robert Hinschberger, 
Nathan Van Gerwen, Nick 
Timmerman, Luke Shantz, Chris 

Martin
Assists: Steve Clement, Axl 
Schneider, Nick Roth
DEC. 31
• Woolwich 2 Cobourg 1
Goals: Steve Clement, Luke 
Shantz
Assists: Steve Clement, 
Nathan Van Gerwen, Robert 
Hinschberger

BANTAM AE
DEC. 23
• Woolwich 0 Oakville 2
JAN. 3
• Woolwich 1 Oakville 5
Goals: Ryan Elvy
Assists: Zack Barriage, Jordan 
Mills

BANTAM LL
JAN. 2
• Woolwich Two 4 Plattsville 4
Goals: Blake Yoworski (3), Dustin 
Martin
Assists: Jesse Somers, David 
Day, Dylan Price, David Thomas, 
Luke Frey

MIDGET MAJOR
DEC. 17
• Woolwich 4 Hespeler 3
Goals: Eric Reid (2), Kevin Young, 
Cortney Wilson
Assists: Brett Van Gerwen (2), 
Patrick Toronchuk, Mark Morlock, 
Mike Dunn
DEC. 22
• Woolwich 1 Brampton 0
Goals: Eric Reid
Assists: Brandon Rilling
Chris Collins recorded the 
shutout
Silver Stick Tournament
Dec. 27 to 30
DEC. 27
• Woolwich 2 Downsview 4
Goals: Drew Barton (2)
Assists: Kellen Bolger, Kevin 
Young
DEC. 28
• Woolwich 1 Owen Sound 1
Goals: Mitch Gelfand
Assists: Mike Dunn, Ryan 
Pfisterer
DEC. 29
• Woolwich 3 Belle River 2
Goals: Brett Van Gerwen (2), 
Brandon Rilling
Assists: Brent Oliver, Brad 
Shantz, Dustin Martin, Mike 
Dunn
DEC. 30
• Woolwich 3 Brampton 2
Goals: Brett Van Gerwen, 
Brandon Rilling, Brent Oliver
Assists: Brett Van Gerwen (2), 
Eric Reid, Patrick Toronchuk
• Woolwich 3 Belle River 4
Goals: Brett Van Gerwen (2), 
Dustin Martin
Assists: Brent Oliver (2), Drew 

Barton (2), Mitch Gelfand

MIDGET MINOR
DEC. 19
• Woolwich 1 Burlington 2
Goals: Caleb Redekop
Assists: Dan Huber, Cody Bates
Silver Stick Tournament 
Dec. 27 to 29
DEC. 27
• Woolwich 0 Woodstock 5
• Woolwich 3 Whitby 3
Goals: Jacob Kalenderian, Brian 
Kron, Damien Parent
Assists: Jarred Parent (3), Sean 
Jaworski, Blake Boucher, Ben 
Martin
DEC. 28
• Woolwich 2 West Mall 1
Goals: Cody Bates, Damien 
Parent
Assists: Travis Angle, Blake 
Boucher, Pete Menary
• Woolwich 1 Amherstburg 0
Goals: Jarred Parent
Assists: Dan Huber, Travis 
Angle
DEC. 29
• Woolwich 4 Woodstock 5
Goals: Jarred Parent (3), Dan 
Huber
Assists: Dan Huber (3), Damien 
Parent (2), Brock Shoemaker, 
Jarred Parent, Cody Bates

WOOLWICH GIRLS 
MINOR HOCKEY
NOVICE
Jason Cripps Tournament 
Dec. 28 to 30
DEC. 28
• Woolwich 2 Waterloo Three 2
Goals: Brooke Davenport, 
Jessica Townsend
Assists: Brooke Davenport
DEC. 29
• Woolwich 6 Waterloo Two 1
Goals: Megan Lair (2), Emily 
Willms, Brooke Davenport, 
Cassandra Tuffnail, Taylor 
Rempel
Assists: Taylor Rempel, Erika 
Morrison, Megan Chapman, 
Cassandra Tuffnail, Brooke 
Davenport
• Woolwich 3 Waterloo Five 1
Goals: Jessica Townsend, Brooke 
Davenport, Taylor Rempel
Assists: Megan Lair, Erika 
Morrison, Taylor Rempel
DEC. 30
• Woolwich 2 Waterloo Three 4
Goals: Brooke Davenport
Assists: Erika Morrison, Taylor 
Rempel

TWIN CENTRE GIRLS 
MINOR HOCKEY
ATOM C
DEC. 21
• Twin Centre 1 Woolwich 2
Goals: Jennifer Norris
JAN. 2
• Twin Centre 2 Flamborough 3
Goals: Ashley Beacom, Amanda 

Rose
Assists: Jennifer Norris, 
Mackenzie Van Bargen

PEEWEE B
DEC. 22
• Twin Centre 1 Woolwich 0
Goals: Carly Labord
Assists: Stephanie Straus, Hilary 
Neeb
Mississauga Tournament 
Dec. 27 to 29
DEC. 27
• Twin Centre 2 Clearview 2
Goals: Carly Labord, Hilary 
Neeb
Assists: Amber Shewfelt (2), Tori 
Freeman, Leanne Howorth
DEC. 28
• Twin Centre 4 Mississauga 0
Goals: Tori Freeman (2), Megan 
Bott, Hilary Neeb
Assists: Stephanie Straus, 
Taylor Caldwell, Jessica Finney, 
Tori Freeman, Madison Holman, 
Leanne Howorth
• Twin Centre 1 Brampton 2
Goals: Madison Holman
Assists: Amber Shewfelt
DEC. 29
• Twin Centre 8 Mississauga 0
Goals: Tori Freeman (3), Amber 
Shewfelt, Madison Holman, 
Leanne Howorth, Carly Labord, 
Hillary Neeb
Assists: Amber Shewfelt (2), 
Tori Freeman (2), Taylor Caldwell, 
Jessica Finney, Madison Holman, 
Carly Labord, Hilary Neeb

BANTAM LL
DEC. 28
• Twin Centre 1 Stratford Blue 4
Goals: Kaitlyn Jantzi
Assists: Laura Schultz

MIDGET C
JAN. 3
• Twin Centre 3 Cambridge 3
Goals: Emma Greer, Holly 
Ogram, Sarah Runstedler
Assists: Kaytlin Uberig (2), 
Rachel Ferrede, Emma Brazier

WOOLWICH MINOR 
RINGETTE
TWEEN
Sugar Ring Tournament
Dec. 30
• Woolwich 8 Guelph 1
Goals: Michelle Poole (3), Shelley 
Shantz (2), Kelly Barnes, Michelle 
Conlon, Andrea Mitchell
Assists: Kassi Fritz (3), Michelle 
Conlon (2), Andrea Mitchell (2), 
Amber Bauman
• Woolwich 4 St. Mary’s 3
Goals: Michelle Conlon (2), Kassi 
Fritz, Jasmin Fritz
Assists: Michelle Poole, Kassi 
Fritz, Kelly Barnes
• Woolwich 6 Richmond Hill 4
Goals: Michelle Conlon (2), 
Andrea Mitchell (2), Mighan 
O’Hara, Michelle Poole

Assists: Meghan O’Hara, 
Michelle Conlon, Shelley Shantz, 
Kassi Fritz, Jasmin Fritz, Amber 
Bauman, Nicole Brubacher
• Woolwich 3 St. Mary’s 4
Goals: Michelle Conlon (3)
Assists: Meghan O’Hara (2)

JUNIOR
Sugar Ring Tournament 
Dec. 29
• Woolwich 4 Guelph 1
Goals: Tabatha Horst, Rachelle 
Ament, Stephanie Thomas, 
Barbara Huegle
Assists: Tabatha Horst (2), 
Stephanie Thomas, Barbara 
Huegle, Amber Truax
• Woolwich 5 Owen Sound 3
Goals: Jenna Petker (2), 
Stephanie Thomas (2), Melanie 
Horst
Assists: Stephanie Thomas 
(3), Melanie Horst, Amanda 
Poole, Amber Truax, Christina 
Wilkinson
• Woolwich 7 Hanover 2
Goals: Melanie Horst (3), 
Barbara Huegle (3), Emily 
Schieck 
Assists: Jenna Petka (2), 
Amber Truax (2), Tabatha Horst 
(2), Rachelle Ament (2), Melanie 
Horst, Amanda Poole, Michelle 
Lee
• Woolwich 8 Hanover 1
Goals: Babara Huegle (2), 
Melanie Horst (2), Stephanie 
Thomas, Emily Schieck, Jenna 
Petker, Rachelle Ament
Assists: Tabatha Horst (3), 
Emily Schieck (2), Jenna Petker 
(2), Stephanie Thomas, Rachelle 
Ament, Barbara Huegle, 
Christina Wilkinson 

BELLE
Sugar Ring Tournament 
Dec. 29
• Woolwich 6 St. Mary’s 6
Goals: Paige Stewart (3), Shelly 
Horst (3)
Assists: Shelly Horst (2), Alicia 
Davidson, Jillian Pashar, Paige 
Stewart, Cassie McDonald, 
Megan Lee, Paige Horst
• Woolwich 5 Tara 3
Goals: Paige Stewart (3), Gillian 
Primeau, Shelly Horst
Assists: Cassie McDonald (2), 
Gilliam Primeau (2), Megan Lee, 
Paige Steward
• Woolwich 6 Tara 4
Goals: Megan Lee (3), Paige 
Steward (2), Shelly Horst
Assists: Gillian Primeau (2), 
Cassie McDonald (2), April 
Hammell (2), Paige Steward, 
Amberley Blamire
• Woolwich 4 St. Mary’s 3
Goals: Paige Steward (3), 
Shelly Horst
Assists: Gilliam Primeau (2), 
Megan Lee (2), Cassie McDonald, 
Shelly Horst, Jillian Pashar

thing,” East explained.
With the all-star game 

complete, the Kings will 
once again focus their at-
tention on finishing the 
season in style and carry-
ing that momentum into 
the playoffs.

“It’s all about preparation 
for the playoffs now. We’ve 
had a nice little break 
here and hopefully we get 
our guys back from in-

Shifting focus to end of season
jury – that was the biggest 
story of the first half for 
us,” East told the Observer. 
“We have some healthy 
guys coming back and it’s 
time to get down and dirty. 
We’ve got 14 games left 
before the playoffs, so we 
have to make sure we’re 
ready … to compete.”

Before the holiday 
break, Elmira found it-
self in third-place with 
42 points (21-13). They’re 

seven points back from 
Brantford (23-7-2-1) and 
15 off of the league-lead-
ing Cambridge Winter 
Hawks (28-7-1).

The Kings got a chance 
to build on that stand-
ing Thursday, when they 
hit the road to challenge 
Guelph. They follow that 
up with a game in Or-
angeville tonight and a 
home game versus Cam-
bridge tomorrow. 

Continued from page 13
A STRONG SHOWING IN HESPELER  
With four wins and two ties, the 
Woolwich Minor Atom Wildcats returned 
home from the Hespeler Minor Hockey 
Olympics sporting gold medals. The 
local squad defeated Georgetown 3-2 in 
the finals Dec. 30, following three days 
of hockey action. Front row (from left): 
Bobby Sutherland, Ryan Schinker, Quade 
Hunter Rhodes, Brady Erb, Keaton Weiss, 
Adrian Gilles and Wes Martin. Second 
row: Tristen White, Cody Petrosino, Jordan 
King, Alex MacLean, Mackenzie Shantz, 
Matt Lair, Owen Griffiths and Bo Urdil. 
Back row: Jamie Hunter Rhodes, Craig 
Frede, Mark King and Dave Weiss.

WILDCATS EARN OLYMPIC GOLD

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$7.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad..........$10.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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HELP WANTED

WORSHIP      
SERVICES

                     Sunday  
                     Worship

                 10:00 am
Sunday School

during Worship Service

Rooted in scripture,
Growing in Christ

Calvary United 
St. Jacobs

Welcome!

48 Hawkesville Road

Tel. 664-2311

Wheelchair accesible
Nursery care provided

CAR RENTALS
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HELP WANTED

Vandermarel Trucking is growing again.

w w w . v a n d e r m a r e l t r u c k i n g . c a

Experienced 
Flatbed Drivers

Reliable and professional, you have a minimum of one year of flatbed driving
experience, a valid AZ driver’s licence, and a clean driver’s abstract and criminal
record check. We offer up to 45 cents per mile or approximately $70,000+ per year
and a signing bonus of $1,000 after six months.

Our drivers enjoy an excellent bonus and benefit plan and will be home weekly. We
pay for all picks, drops, and tarping! Interested? Please contact:

Calvin, Vandermarel Trucking, Fergus
Phone 1-800-263-0621 ext. 232 

Fax: 519-843-4111  e-mail: calvin@vandermareltrucking.ca

We are also hiring Class A Truck Mechanics!

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

DifferenceDifference 
Making aMaking a

– Every Day.– Every Day.

ASSISTANT TO THE LIBRARY SUPERVISOR
Part-time (9 hours/week) & Standby – Elmira Branch

www.region.waterloo.on.ca

You will provide public library services to the community by assisting the Supervisor, Branch Library, with the operation of a main branch 
library. This will involve implementing library policies and procedures; working in both the adult and juvenile departments; assisting with library 
programs; using the library’s Unicorn system; circulating library materials; registering library members; collecting fi nes and other charges; and 
performing other related tasks.

Familiarity with library resources and a practical knowledge of library operations, as normally acquired through the attainment of a Grade 
12 education and a wide range of reading interests, are required. Experience working with adults, children and books, preferably in a library 
setting, complements your knowledge of the local community and profi ciency in the use of computers, including knowledge of software
programs (preferably Unicorn, Word, Lotus Notes and CD-ROM products) as well as the Internet. Good communication and interpersonal skills 
are also required, as is a willingness to travel within the Region. Wage rate: $15.38 - $17.48 per hour. 

If you feel that you are our ideal candidate, please apply online at our Web site, 
by January 13, 2006, quoting competition #2005-1364.

Alternately, you may send your résumé to: 
The Regional Municipality of Waterloo, Staffi ng Coordinator, 
150 Frederick Street, 3rd Floor, Kitchener, ON  N2G 4J3. Fax: (519) 575-4454.

We are committed to employment equity and thank all applicants in advance; 
however, we will be corresponding only with those selected for an interview.

37685rwat_v2.indd   1 1/3/2006   11:25:20 AM
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AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

HELP WANTED

A Meaningful Career. Get 
paid for helping families 
solve financial problems. 
High earnings potential. 
Set your own hours. For 
more information call Helen 
Schuck, 748-4402 or 580-
6991 (cell).

AZ-DZ Drivers Needed. 
Local and long distance. 
Competitive wages, good 
benefit package. Call Thur 
Transport, (519)589-3881.

Par t-Time Sales Help 
required. Apply to Sha-
detree with resume. 1381 
King St. W., St. Jacobs. 
664-1877.

HELP WANTED

Start With Primerica, a 
subsidiary of Citigroup, and 
build a new career in Finan-
cial Services. Full or part-
time. Training provided. Call 
496-7200 for an interview.

UNDER $50 ITEM

27” Zenith Colonial con-
sole T.V. Works great . 
$50.00. Call 669 - 4612, 
daytime.

Border Collie Cross Pup-
pies. $50. 669-2328.

Picture, Eric Lindros, NHL 
licensed size 8 x 10, $6 firm. 
569-7781.

Well Trained, Very friendly, 
healthy and energetic 7 year 
old, purebred classic black 
and white Border Collie, fe-
male. Free. 699-9364.

FOR SALE

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

January Clearance Plus 
4-9 year bonus warranty on 
many stock fridges, wash-
ers, freezers, ranges. Very 
limited quantities. Walters 
Appliance 669-2007.

Potatoes: Red and Yellow. 
$10.00 for 75 lb; $8.00 for 
50lb; $5.00 for 20lb; $3.00 
for 10 lb. 1183 Northfield 
Dr. E, Conestogo. Solomon 
Martin, 664-1471.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Daycare Available in Elmi-
ra. January 2, full and part-
time. Ages six months and 
older. Non-smoking, pet 
free environment. Call Carey 
584-5281

Mother’s Helper Needed for 
Feb. 2006. Approx. 3 morn-
ings/week. Childcare and 
light housekeeping. Please 
call Charity at 669-0320.

WORK WANTED

Tony’s Handyman Ser-
vice. Small home renova-
tions, yard and building 
maintenance. reasonable 
rates. References available. 
Please call 669-8802.

PETS

MEGAMUTTS Personal-
ized Puppy Class begins 
January 25th - mix of group 
sessions and in-home train-
ing. Six weeks, $195.00. 
First six registrants only. 
Call Holly Teahen 669-8167, 
evenings.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

Math Tutor. 20+ years exp. 
teacher. Prepare for exams 
or keep up in semester 2. 
Call 669-8832.

AUTOMOTIVE

1998 Dodge Stratus, only 
131,000 kms, safetied and 
e-tested. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

2001 Grand Cherokee Lar-
edo 4X4, very nice, 6 cyl., 
97,600 kms. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2000 Dakota Club Cab 
Sport - 2 w/d, 6 cyl, auto. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2001 PT Cruiser Limited 
#5106. Sunroof, leather, 
and much more. 1 previ-
ous owner, only 84,500 
kms. Own me for $296/
mth o.a.c. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2002 Sebring LX Plus. 1 
owner, only 72,000 kms. 
Fully equipped B6 in In-
ferno Red. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2005 Chrysler Pacifica, fully 
equipped, only 29,300 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2005 Grand Caravan - Sto 
& Go! with rear heat & air, 
only 39,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
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PHOTO REPRINTS • ANY ISSUE, ANY PICTURE

TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50 • 8x10 - $15.00

• Provide us the issue date, page number and photo caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for delivery within a week.

IT
LASTS 
LONGER!

CRANE RENTALS
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  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

TRAILER SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira
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AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance
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AUTOMOTIVE

SKATE SHARPENING
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LOADER/BACKHOE SERVICES

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIRWOODWORKING

MARTINS
CUSTOM WOODWORK INC.

4725 HERRGOTT ROAD
BOX 56, WALLENSTEIN, ONT

PHONE: 519 669-0111
FAX: 519 669-0087

• WOODTURNING
• CHAIR

COMPONENTS
• CUSTOM CHAIR 

FRAMES
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GLASS INSTALLATION

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORTATION
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PIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

Elmira’s Vac Centre
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VACUUMS

DESIGNCOMPUTER CONSULTING
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In an effort to clear its 
name, Waterloo North 
Hydro is heading 

back to court. The util-
ity plans to appeal a Dec. 
14 conviction under the 
Ontario Water Resources 

Waterloo North Hydro to appeal spill conviction
Service provider fined $35,000 last month for 2002 sewage discharge

Act, which saw it fined 
$35,000.

While company officials 
confirmed their intention 
to appeal, “We decline to 
publicly discuss the nature 
of  the process and issues 
surrounding the appeal 
at this time,” communi-
cations coordinator John 

Janzen said via e-mail 
Wednesday (Jan. 4).

The case dates back to 
July 11, 2002, when more 
than 300,000 litres of  raw 
sewage flow into the Cana-
gagigue Creek from a 
wastewater lift station. 

Justice of  the Peace Al-
lan D. Murphy found WNH 

guilty of  ‘causing the dis-
charge of  material that 
may impair water qual-
ity’, after a hydro crew 
unintentionally cut power 
and telephone lines to the 
lift station while install-
ing new electrical service 
along the north side of  
Oriole Parkway.

Without power, the lift 
pumps became inoper-
able and sent sewage into 
a drainage ditch, which 
empties into the creek. At 
the time, the alarm system 
ran through the phone 
line and therefore wasn’t 
received.

It was Woolwich Town-

ship staff  that discovered 
the discharge the next 
morning. Communities 
downstream were sub-
sequently notified and 
the Ministry of  the En-
vironment initiated an 
investigation.

A date for the appeal has 
yet to be set.
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ACROSS 
1. Health resorts
5. Independent ruler 
(Africa or Arabia)
10. Reflexive form of  it
16. A road leading to 
a farm
17. Folds of  the female 
vulva
18. Lassie
19. No ambition
21. Render capable
22. The thing you are 
thinking of
23. Badges used to iden-
tify bearer (abbrev.)
24. Catlike mammal 
typically secreting 
musk used in perfumes
25. A point in the pro-
cess of  passing a motion 
when a group of  people 
are involved in the de-
cision.
29. 4th largest of  Great 
Lakes
30. Uncastrated male 
sheep
31. 19th letter of  the He-
brew alphabet
32. The Sopranos
35. A bag
36. A kind of  paint used 
by artists
37. Sudden prostration 
due to exposure to ex-
cessive heat
39. Large northern deer
40. Front part of  the hu-
man leg between knee 
and ankle
41. Leave out
42. A storage space in 
which dutiable goods 
are deposited
47. Part of  a famed New 

Year’s song
48. Steering mechanism 
for a vessel
49. Need this to hit ball 
in baseball
50. Prescribed set of  at-
tire for a locale/busi-
ness
53. Opposite of  against
54. Round green veg-
etable
57. She’s accused of  
breaking up the Beetles
58. Strong feeling of  
dislike
59. Abbreviation for a 
computer representa-
tion of  the real world
60. Thin strip of  wood 
or metal
61. A type of  bird fre-
quently representing 
the onset of  spring
64. Plants of  the genus 
Manihot yielding nutri-
tious starch
67. Ugly evil-looking 
woman
68. Red-headed cartoon 
without pupils
69. Mechanism for re-
moving lids from cans
70. A sedimentary rock 
consisting mainly of  
calcium that was depos-
ited by the remains of  
marine animals
72. Deficient in amount
73. Related on the moth-
er’s side
74. Snooze
75. Take into custody
76. Site of  the Great 
Rift Valley
77. General knowledge 
study

DOWN 
1. Conduit that carries a 
rapid flow of  water
2. She of  the famous 
Box
3. Lacking vigour or en-
ergy
4. Big Bird’s place
5. Cassius Clay’s new 
name
6. Relating to the state 
of  marriage
7. In the same place
8. It happens after soap-
ing your dishes
9. To droop
10. Snowy peaks of  
mountains
11. Later today
12. One in unpaid ser-
vitude
13. North-flowing river 
originating in Czecho-
slovakia, flowing north-
ward through Germany
14. A jaunty rhythm in 
music
15. Costs
20. Unit of  pressure
26. Three-wheeled, ped-
al-powered conveyance
27. Wriggle
28. 1000 kilograms
32. Female parents
33. Migrant worker 
from Oklahoma in Great 
Depression
34. Wager
36. Not new
37. Rock formed by suc-
cessive layers of  clay
38. An overwhelming 
defeat
39. The left overs of  a 
piece of  cloth
40. Scandinavian king-

dom
42. Damage infliced 
by fire
43. Substitue for butter
44. A long loincloth 
worn by Hindu men
45. Hydrogen explosive 
devise
46. Implement to steer 
a boat
47. Rapid commotion
51. Someone who push-
es
52. Entertainment of  
dancing and singing
53. Unable to be still
54. A notebook for re-
cording appointments
55. Least difficult
56. Provides evidence 
for
59. Naval officer
60. Spanish form of  
address for a married 
woman
61. An area in which 
something acts or op-
erates
62. Major European riv-
er (carries more traffic 
than any other river in 
the world)
63. Person who turns 
someone in
64. Deep unconscious-
ness
65. Imitator of  anoth-
er’s behaviour
66. Make very hot and 
dry
70. Basic unit of  Alba-
nian money
71. Division of  an ocean 
or large body of  salt wa-
ter partially enclosed 
by land

HOME RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

DECORATING

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTED
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PAINTING

CARPET CARE
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  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

CONSTRUCTION

Martinbros@golden.net
7859 Wellington Rd. 45

Glen Allan, Ont.  N0B 2S0

Ken Martin
Bus: (519) 698-2483
Cell: (519) 502-8550

ROOFING/SIDING

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

BRIAN
MARTIN
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HANDYMAN

������
����������������

���������
��������

�����������

�����
�����������
Reasonable
Rates
•

References
Available
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20-B ARTHUR ST. N.,
ELMIRA

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753
info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com

Love discussing
current events over
a nice cup of coffee?

So do we...
The Observer wants your news tips and story leads.

Call or stop by and share your news tip with us and 
we’ll give you a FREE Observer Coffee Mug.

The Observer... ALWAYS good to the last word.

OBSERVER MUG OFFER
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                               If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.     Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1
December 26

1:30 PM A London man was 
charged with ‘careless driving’ af-
ter a transport truck went out of 
control on Hutchinson Road, on 
the Wellesley side of Wilmot East-
hope Line. According to police, the 
37-year-old driver was northbound 
when he lost control on a curve; 
road conditions were not a factor. 
No injuries were reported in the 
incident.

December 28
9:30 AM Police were called to put 

down a deer on Norman Avenue in 
Elmira, after the animal was report 
acting in an “unusual” manner. 
The Ministry of Natural Resources 
also attended the scene and sent 
a portion of the carcass away for 
analysis.
3:30 PM An Elmira man had his 

licence plates seized following a 
routine traffic stop on Peel Street, 
near Winterbourne. The plates were 
removed as a result of safety con-
cerns.

December 29
7:31 AM Black ice was blamed for 

a single-vehicle collision on Crows-

foot Road, near Maryhill Road. 
A St. Jacobs man was eastbound 
when he lost control of his vehicle, 
skidded across the road, entered a 
ditch and struck a tree. The vehicle 
sustained heavy damage; the driv-
er suffered minor injury that didn’t 
require hospitalization. There were 
no charges.
2:00 PM Sometime in the previ-

ous 48 hours, unknown culprits 
entered the Union Gas compound 
on Hawkesville Road and made off 
with an air compressor. A chain-
link fence was scaled and those 
responsible forced their way into 
two of the five buildings inside the 
compound. The Waterloo Regional 
Police identification unit was called 
to the scene; the investigation con-
tinues.
9:58 PM A Point Edward, Ont. 

man was charged with ‘fail to pro-
duce driver’s licence’ following a 
single-vehicle collision on Church 
Street in Elmira. According to po-
lice, the man passed his destination 
and was attempting to reverse into 
a private driveway when he struck 
a hydro pole support wire and 

broke it; the pole wasn’t impacted. 
The vehicle sustained light damage 
and the driver was unharmed.

December 30
8:29 AM An attempted theft 

was reported from outside the St. 
Jacobs Farmer’s Market on Weber 
Street. Sometime in the previous 
48 hours someone tried to take a 
truck snowplow attachment stored 
near the building. In doing so, the 
device was flipped over and elec-
trical components were damaged. 
There are no suspects.
3:28 PM A two-vehicle colli-

sion was reported on Katherine 
Street in Winterbourne. A Waterloo 
woman was northbound when she 
attempted to make a U-turn and 
struck a following vehicle. Signifi-
cant damage was reported to both 
vehicles. No injuries were reported. 
The Waterloo woman was charge 
with ‘start from a stopped position 
not in safety.’
10:27 PM  Vandalism prompted 

an Elmira man to call police. He re-
ported his vehicle was pelted with 
eggs while travelling in the Front 
Street area of St. Jacobs. There are 

no suspects. The eggs washed off 
easily, he told police. 

December 31
11:57 AM Road conditions 

played a part in a single-vehicle 
collision on Northfield Drive, near 
Line 86. An Elmira man reported 
he was southbound when he lost 
control of his vehicle on an icy 
section of road, en-
tered a ditch and 
came to rest against 
a fence. Damage 
was described as 
moderate; the driver 
escaped unscathed. 
No charges were 
laid.

January 1
3:07 PM A two-

vehicle collision 
occurred at the in-
tersection of Arthur 
Street South and 
Sawmill Road, re-
sulting in minor in-
juries. Both vehicles 
suffered heavy dam-
age in the incident. 
One of the drivers 

was charged under the Highway 
Traffic Act.

January 2
6:59 PM Thieves made off with 

a small quantity of jewelry and 
a computer during a residential 
break-in on Sawmill Road, near St. 
Jacobs. Sometime over the week-
end, a rear kitchen window was 

forced open and entry was gained. 
The Waterloo Regional Police iden-
tification unit was called to the 
scene; the investigation continues.

January 3
5:05 PM An act of vandalism was 

reported on Heidelberg’s Hilltop 
Court; all four tires of a car were 
deflated.
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Elmira gives the gift of life Child actors needed for musical Calling the thespian-minded
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Now more settled in its opera-
tion, Elmira’s youth drop-in 
centre is looking to solidify its 
place in the community. The 

Snyder Avenue facility is open to all 
young people, those who might not have 
anywhere to go after school and even 
those who aren’t in school.

Youth coordinator Larissa Karimwa-
bo said the centre is a valuable resource 
for the community, keeping kids occu-
pied with something constructive.

“Our goal is to make them feel safe so 
that they don’t go out there and do some-
thing stupid,” she told the Observer.

Kids aged nine to 19 years old frequent 
the centre. They come to do their home-
work or surf the Internet on the comput-
ers or just hang out with their friends. 

“I wish I had this growing up: two pool 
tables, video games, two TVs and com-
puters. Some kids don’t have computers 
at home.”

There are two couches, fl anked by 
cushy recliners; TVs on which kids can 

Drop-in centre 
stakes its place

Organizers welcome parents to visit Elmira facility
watch movies or play video games; ping 
pong and foosball tables, and a pictur-
esque view of the hockey arena’s ice 
pad. Kids often watch games or practic-
es from the upstairs vantage point.  

The centre also organizes outings. 
They arrange shopping trips to Cones-
toga Mall, host billiard and ping pong 
tournaments and hold garage band con-
certs. 

Last year, for instance, the older kids 
were taken on a trip to Much Music in 
Toronto. 

Operated by Woolwich Community 
Services, the centre has been funded 
by the Ontario Trillium Foundation, 
but the grants have been dwindling. 
Organizers now have United Way as 
their sponsor, helping to keep the doors 
open.

Having cleared some of the fi nancial 
hurdles, Karimwabo is keen to polish 
the centre’s reputation. As a place where 
kids gather, there is always the percep-
tion the drop-in centre is some kind of 
gang hangout. Stereotyping of young 
people plays on that image, but there 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Putting their coun-
terterrorism and 
state-supporting 
training to prac-

tice, the Canadian Armed 
Forces reservists will 
once again be taking to 
the streets in Wellesley. 
For three days starting 
Jan. 27, the Cambridge-
based Royal Highland 
Fusiliers are hosting an 
exercise to prepare sol-
diers for potential deploy-
ment overseas.

“The best training we 
can have for that is in a 
real, live township among 
folks. In a real, deployed 
situation such as Afghan-

Reservists back in Wellesley
Soldiers to erect roadblocks, establish a base in the village during training exercise

▼ See CENTRE page 25

istan, the reality is there’s 
100 people there that want 
you there to help and 
there’s one person work-
ing in the shadow that 
wants you dead,” Lt. Col. 
Rick Peters told Wellesley 
council Tuesday evening 
(Jan. 3). “To simulate that 
situation it helps to have 
the real background of a 
community.”

The reservists were in 
town three months ago 
for a similar exercise, 
which saw vehicle check-
points set up on various 
back roads and armed 
foot patrols – all using 
blank ammunition. For 
that operation, their base 
was set up at the Khaki 
Club on Nafziger Road, 

nearby in Wilmot Town-
ship.

This time around 
they’ve rented the Welles-
ley Community Centre 
for their headquarters.

“This will provide a dif-
ferent force protection 
challenge for us,” Peters 
explained of the choice. 
“We will not be blocking 
access to the arena. How-
ever we set up our protec-
tive measures it will be 
to accommodate the com-
ings and goings of the 
community, as we would 
overseas.”

Questioned by Mayor 
Ross Kelterborn about 
how the group will in-
form nearby residents of 
the exercise – last time 

there was a complaint 
made to the township 
– Peters explained there 
will be media releases 
and they’re planning to 
deliver pamphlets to resi-
dents around the commu-
nity centre.

“It’s part of the real-life 
training of how you go 
into someone’s town and 
keep them on your side. 
You can’t do that by com-
ing in and bullying the 
population, alienating the 
population or disrupting 
their life, which you’re 
there to help support and 
protect. It’s good training 
for us in a real way to do 
that,” he responded.

During their last exer-
cise in Wellesley, Peters 

noted during his presen-
tation, the public was 
predominately support-
ive of their presence. In 
fact, about half the people 
who came across a vehi-
cle checkpoint agreed to 
take part.

“We had one dad bring 
back his son in a little 
motorized car, so the 
little motorized car went 
through the checkpoint 
as well. We didn’t bother 
searching it,” he said 
with a smile.

Those who wished not 
to take part were waved 
through. Only pre-ar-
ranged ‘players’ – identi-
fi ed with tags – had an ac-
tive role in the exercise.

“There are other ru-

ral areas in proximity,” 
commented Coun. Dusan 
Cizman, who asked why 
the reservists wanted to 
hold another operation in 
Wellesley so soon.

“We were using Wel-
lington County last year 
and we just like to pass 
our charm around,” the 
Lt./Col. explained. “Next 
year we’ll be looking for 
another township or suit-
able area. There is an im-
pact; we certainly don’t 
wish to overstay our wel-
come in any one particu-
lar area. The other side 
is we like to vary the ge-
ography and the circum-
stances of where we are 
– it keeps the training 
fresh.”

DESIREE FINHERT

Last year, Elmira-area residents made 2,015 donations to Canadian 
Blood Services. The most recent donor clinic, held Dec. 23, saw local resi-
dents contribute 256 units. Each donation can save up to three lives. The 
next clinic is slated for Jan. 26, between 2 and 8:30 p.m. at Lions Hall.

Putting their pipes to test for an upcoming production, Children’s Drama 
Workshops is holding a casting call for children between 10 and 15 years 
old. The Jan. 11 and 18 auditions at the Star Performance Academy in Wa-
terloo are for the musical A Little Princess. For info, call 725-3586 ext. 1.

With nine shows on the horizon, Grinder Productions is holding a general 
audition for interested actors next Sunday (Jan. 15). Thespians of all ages 
–  including those without experience – are invited to the Fergus Grand 
Theatre to try their hand. For info. or to book an audition; 787-1981.

GATHERING SPOT
Andrew Beltman is one 
of Elmira’s teens who 
comes to the drop-in 
centre to play pool, see 
his friends and stay off 
the streets. 
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Farmers to politicians: put up yer dukes
Political parties should exploit the connection between good food and better health
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HOURS: Mon.-Wed.  9-6, Thurs & Fri.  9-9, Sat. 9-5:00

BRUBACHER
SHOES Ltd.

669-3349
7 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA
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Farmers had high 
hopes when the 
two major federal 

parties swung through 
southwestern Ontario 
right before Christmas 
to unveil their farm 
platforms. Way before 
the Jan. 23 election was 
called – since last Feb-
ruary, in fact – farmers 
had been spoon feeding 
politicians a blueprint 
for long-term support. 
All the parties had to do 
was adapt it to their own 
platform. They didn’t 
even need to implement 
it – they’re not in power 
yet.  It seemed simple.

But that optimism 

plummeted. Most farm 
groups – particularly 
the 29,000 farmers from 
seven grain and oilseed 
crops represented by 
the Guelph-based On-
tario Grain and Oilseed 
Safety Net Committee 
– were disappointed in 
the December platforms. 
Lacking, they said, was 
detail, and fresh solu-
tions to well-documented 
problems. 

They waited for more 
substance. None came.

Finally on Tuesday, 
with Christmas festivi-
ties over, the New Year 
underway and the elec-
tion date more real than 

ever, the frustration hit a 
crescendo. The safety net 
committee issued a state-
ment asking Prime Min-
ister Paul Martin and 
Conservative leader Ste-
phen Harper to lay out 
more details – in writ-
ing, no less – about their 
parties’ proposed agri-
cultural platforms. The 
statement said the pre-
Christmas rhetoric fell 
short of what’s required 
to address the serious 
financial difficulties fac-
ing Ontario’s grain and 
oilseed sector. 

Committee chair Peter 

Tuinema said both the 
Liberals and the Con-
servatives “will have to 
do better if they want 
to earn the farm vote in 
these ridings.”  

If they don’t do better, 
does that mean farmers 
might vote NDP, Green, 
Christian Heritage, inde-
pendent, or whatever else 
might appeal to them? 
They probably will in 
some cases, as a protest 
vote, or because certain 
parties are aligned with 
identifiable segments of 
the farm community. 

Or maybe they won’t 

vote at all. That would 
underline their frustra-
tion, but not solve the 
problem. 

I don’t believe the ma-
jor parties have lost in-
terest in the farm sector. 
But I do believe they’re 
putting an inordinate 
emphasis on urban is-
sues. Logically, urban 
matters would consume 
most of their campaign 
power – that’s where the 
votes are. 

However, they’re miss-
ing a big opportunity to 
not only help the farm 
sector, but to look good 
to urbanities by doing so. 
Unfortunately for them, 
they’ve forgetten the 
connection between good 
food and good health. 

Any party would look 
visionary if it stood up 
and said that supporting 
Canadian farmers is an 
investment, and a vital 
first step, toward improv-
ing the failing health of 
Canadians. It’s easy to 
show how Canadian agri-
culture, through, for ex-
ample, the development 
of healthy commodities 
such as canola, the prolif-
eration of health-enhanc-
ing soybeans, the growth 
of the bountiful fruit and 
vegetable sector, the 
drive toward leaner meat 
and the creation of new 
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foods such as Omega-3 
enriched eggs and milk, 
contributes positively to 
better health.

How can governments 
work with the primary 
food producers to provide 
Canadians with the most 
nutritious diets possible 
and try to put the brakes 
on the runaway obesity 
train, if those producers 
are going broke?

Tuesday’s news re-
lease showed farmers 
are not going to be ig-
nored. Nor will they 
be pushed around. Len 
Troup, chair of the On-
tario Fruit and Vegeta-
ble Growers Association 
(OFVGA), is calling on 
farmers to show up at 
all-candidates meetings 
and press the farm sup-
port issue.

In his editorial in the 
January issue of The 
Grower, the OFVGA-
sponsored newspaper, 
he says the farm com-
munity is disappointed 
“and maybe disgusted. 
But there’s no quitting ... 
we don’t like what’s been 
happening to us politi-
cally, and the only way 
to change that is to elect 
people who will work 
with us and for us.”

Better act quick. The 
federal election takes 
place in two weeks.
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E’s Into Wellness
Fitness Studio & Lifestyle Coaching Services
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������• Back & Neck Pain
• Arthritis
• Stress Management
• Aromatherapy
• Athletic Injuries
• Headaches
• Discomforts of Pregnancy

GIFT 
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

MASSAGE THERAPY
NOW AVAILABLE IN WELLESLEY

MARJORIE D. MARTIN • Registered Massage Therapist/Reiki Master

S E R V I N G  T H E  K - W  A R E A  S I N C E  1 9 9 2

1212 Queen’s Bush Rd. - Unit A, Wellesley • 656-9079

VISIT THESE LOCAL 
BUSINESSES TO FIND A

NEW YOU 
IN 2006

MAKE 2006 THE YEAR YOUR RESOLUTION STICKS!

is no drinking, smoking 
or drug use on the prem-
ises. Anyone suspected of 
being under the influence 
is sent home.

“Some people have a 
very negative [opinion] 
of the youth in this area, 
but when we talk to them, 
they’re just kids,” ex-
plained the coordinator.

Some of the kids do 
smoke outside the centre, 
which is not the desired 
image, but is not illegal, 
so Karimwabo can only 
discourage it. 

“The kids that might 
not participate in other 
activities like hockey or 
other sports, that they 
just might want to hang 
out here. [Some] might 
look at them as the bad 
kids – they’re all good 
kids. They all have their 
days, and they’re going 
to do stupid stuff, but 
they’re all good kids.”

To counter any miscon-
ceptions, organizers en-
courage parents to visit 
the centre with their kids, 
to hang out and witness 
first hand what goes on.

“We need the parents 
to come and check it out 
and show them that it is 
a safe environment,” said 
Karimwabo. “It is their 
youth centre. It is for 
them.”

She is also trying to 
get older kids who have 
frequented the centre to 
keep coming as volun-
teers. High school stu-
dents could volunteer 
for two hours a week, su-
pervising younger kids 
or looking after the tuck 
shop as a contribution to 
their community service 
hours – to graduate high 
school, every student 

must do at least 40 hours 
of volunteer service.

“We want them to help 
out more so that they can 
have a sense of belonging 
as they get older.”

The most important 
function the centre per-
forms is keeping kids off 
the street. 

Andrew Beltman said if 
the centre weren’t an op-
tion he would probably 
be wandering the streets 
when he wasn’t at work.

The 17-year-old works 
full-time at Trim Masters 
L.P. as a quality control 
monitor, checking parts 
for Corolla and Lexus 
cars. 

He said many of his 

friends work different 
hours than he does, so 
the youth centre provides 
an outlet when they’re 
not available. 

“I think it’s a good place 
for the youth so that they 
don’t go out and, you now, 
cause mischief and stuff,” 
said Beltman. “It gives 
them a place to hang out, 
out of trouble.”

For the New Year, there 
have been some changes 
to the centre’s drop-in 
times, which have been 
made in order to separate 
the younger kids from 
the older ones. From age 
11 up, kids can drop-in af-
ter school and stay until 
the dinner hour when the 

Centre gives local youths more to do with their time
Continued from page 23 centre temporarily closes 

– 3-5 p.m. Then different 
nights of the week are re-
served for different age 
groups when the centre 
reopens in the evening. 
Saturdays are reserved 
for kids aged nine and 
older.  

DESIREE FINHERT

W E L C O M E 
L a r i s s a 
Karimwabo is the 
youth coordinator 
at the Elmira 
Youth Drop-In 
Centre.
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira
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Giving birth well into your seventies may be a reality
Q. Can a 70-year-old woman 
have a baby?  May be coming 
someday to a fertility clinic 
near you.

A.  In 2005, a healthy baby 
girl was born in a New 
York hospital, conceived 
with an egg that had been 
frozen and thawed, only 
1 of about 125 children in 
the world born from fro-
zen eggs, says Judith New-
man in Discover maga-
zine.  New York University 
reproductive endocrinolo-
gist Jamie Grifo and his 
associate have now frozen 
and unfrozen the eggs of 
several women, with posi-
tive pregnancy test results 
comparable to what is seen 
with in-vitro fertilization.

Now a woman can theo-
retically freeze her eggs 
when young, then have 
her own genetic offspring 
when she is... 50, 60, or 
even older, says Newman.  

There are of course ethi-
cal quandaries, such as 
a 60-year-old having a 
newborn who could eas-
ily be motherless by age 
15.  But the technology 
could prove a godsend for 
cancer survivors, who can 
freeze their eggs before 
treatment damages their 
ovaries.  By one method, 
eggs are plunged into liq-
uid nitrogen and cooled at 
a rate of 36,000 degrees F 
per minute to 385 degrees 
F below zero.  The thawed 
eggs have a survival rate 
of about 90%.
Q.  Could a dog learn to pick a 
novel object out of a group of 
familiar ones — without ever 
having seen the object or be-
ing taught its name before?

A.  The German border 
collie Rico, to the amaze-
ment of everyone, was 
able to identify (go and 
fetch from another room) 

more than 200 different 
toys, with surprising ac-
curacy — a “vocabulary” 
size rivaling that of a 3-
year-old child.  More, Rico 
was able to “fast map,” or 
apply the process of elimi-
nation when confronted 
with several toys he al-
ready knew plus an object 
he had never seen before.  
When asked to fetch the 
new object by its “new” 
name, Rico could do so 
most of the time, and of-
ten recalled the new word 
a month later.  A doggone 
brainy dog.

A few caveats:  How sim-
ilar Rico’s learning pro-
cess is to a baby learning 
a language is still being 

debated, as is the ques-
tion of how well he under-
stands the abstract or ref-
erential nature of words, 
says Yale University psy-
chologist Paul Bloom in 
the journal Science.  And 
Rico’s fetching routine is 
quite narrow compared to 
the many contexts quickly 
mastered by a language-
learning child.  For in-
stance, can Rico follow an 
instruction NOT to fetch 
(touch), as a child would 
have no trouble doing?  
Further experiments will 
help, says Bloom, but “Ri-
co’s abilities are clearly 
fascinating.”
Q.  Do identical twins or fra-
ternal twins live longer? Both 

sets come from the same 
gene pool and are exposed to 
the same environment, more 
or less, so any difference 
would seem puzzling.

A.  Puzzling for sure, but 
going by recent reports, 
identicals average 82 
years longevity, fraternals 
80.5.  The data come from 
the World War II Veterans 
Twins Registry, including 
some 12,000 IDs and 15,000 
frats born between 1917 
and 1927, says University 
of California-Berkeley bi-
ologist Malcolm Zaretsky 
in the Journal of Gerontol-
ogy.  He looked at various 
environmental factors 
and found that longev-
ity was greater for iden-
ticals who communicated 
by phone or mail at least 
once a month; but for fra-
ternals, it didn’t seem to 
matter if they stayed in 
touch.  One factor for the 

ID twins may be that they 
tend to exercise more and 
smoke less, and do this as 
a tandem.

Social relationships and 
networks are well-estab-
lished health and longevi-
ty boosters, and somehow 
the genetic closeness of 
the IDs makes their spe-
cial bond more beneficial, 
so much so in fact that the 
death of one of them is the 
one thing sure to nullify 
the other’s longevity boost 
compared to fraternals.       

Based on various stud-
ies, longevity has a heri-
tability of only 20%-30%, 
meaning social environ-
ment/lifestyle are much 
more important.  The 
take-home message, 
says Stanford University 
gerontologist Walter M. 
Bortz, MD, is that “It ain’t 
the cards you’re dealt, it’s 
how you play the hand.”
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C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com
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�������� 20-B ARTHUR ST. N.,
ELMIRA

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942

FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com

When you travel, don’t forget to bring your Observer.
Take a picture of yourself with the Observer and
win a snazzy new t-shirt. Be creative and have fun!

See the world... Bring the essentials.

January 10 
Teddy Bear Storytime at Elmira Branch Library.  
10 a.m. – 8:30 p.m. for in person registration, 
3-4 year olds. For further information please call 
Bette at 669-5477, children’s department. 
Conestogo Fitness Classes.  Start the new year 
off right! The new fitness class session starts 
Jan. 10 – Mar. 9. The low-impact aerobics classes 
will run Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. 
Beginner level Pilates will also be offered on 
Thursday evenings from 8-9 p.m. Both classes 
are held in the gymnasium of the Conestogo 
Public School. Call Karen Gamble, 664-3123 for 
more info. 

January 13
H.U.G.S. Program 9:45 – 11;15 a.m. For parents 
and their children (0-5 yrs). Topic: What You Child 
Should Know Before Kindergarten. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 664-3794.

January 15 
Woolwich Trails Group – 2 p.m. Two-hour skiing 
and snow shoeing at Sandy Hills Pinery Trail. For 
Elmira take Arthur St. north and turn right onto 
Sandy Hills Dr. (#3). Travel approx. one km and 
look for fire number 390 on the south side of the 
road. Please contact Paul Miller at 664-3643 to 
confirm meeting time and location.
Waterloo North Presbyterian Church 685 
Highpoint Ave. at Northfield invites you to start 
the new year right by coming at 3 & 7 p.m. to hear 
the gospel sounds of The Chapelaires who come 
from the London area. Everyone welcome. 

January 17
Healthy Living For People With Diabetes 7:30 

– 8:30 p.m. Topic: Managing Stress with Joy 
Finney. No cost. Open to all residents of Woolwich 
and Wellesley townships. Please call 664-3794 to 
register. 

January 20 
Feeding Your Baby 10 – 11 a.m. Learn nutritious 
ways to feed your baby with Marilyn Temple, 
Registered Dietician. No cost. Please call 664-3794 
to register. 

January 27
Robbie Burns Dinner Royal Canadian Legion, 11 
First St., E. Elmira – downstairs. 6p.m. – first come, 
first served. Steak pie and all the trimmings.  $6/
person. 

January 28
Spaghetti Dinner & Salad Bar Royal Canadian 
Legion, 11 First. St. E., Elmira. Two sittings, 5 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. Tickets purchased in advance at the 
Legion call 669-2932. Cost: adults $10; children 
5-10 yrs $4, under 5 yrs $2. 

January 29
Waterloo North Presbyterian Church 685 Highpoint 
Ave. at Northfield Dr. invites you to hear the Hilton 
Family in concert. Two performances 3 p.m. & 7 
p.m. Free-will offering. Everyone welcome.

January 30 
CSI: Kitchener With detective Deborah Strand, 
Waterloo Regional Police Service, exploring world 
of forensics, crime scenes, how police solve 
crimes; 7 p.m.; free, registration beginning Jan. 9. 
Kitchener Public Library, 85 Queen St. N. Call 743-
0271 ext. 255. 
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REAL
ESTATE

THE BIGGEST READERSHIP IN WOOLWICH & WELLESLEY

THE GREATEST RESULTS TO SELL YOUR HOME

*Ask your Realtor to list your home with Woolwich Observer — get results.

Show ‘em 
you care

IN MEMORIAM

FAMILYALBUM
BIRTH NOTICE

FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOC.  BROKER

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira

 24hr pager: 1-866-873-1876 
email: frey@golden.net

web: freyrealty.com

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

OPEN HOUSE - LINWOOD
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Associate Broker

SOLID GOLD REALTY 
(II) LTD., REALTOR
4-B Arthur St. S.,

ELMIRA, N3B 2M5

669-5426
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SHILLINGTON, Dan, Shannon 
(Bearinger) and big sister Leah thank 
God for the safe arrival of their son 
James Edwin born Tuesday, Decem-
ber 27, 2005 at 1:15PM, weighing 
8lbs. Proud grandparents are Ed & 
Elizabeth Bearinger or Elmira and 
John & Dorothy Shillington of Port 
Dalhousie. A special thank you to 
Dr. Jones and Nurse Terry of Grand 
River Hospital for their support.

MICHAEL 
MACKENZIE

Its been five years now 
and your presence of 
spirit continues to heal 
us all.  We remember 
you Mike with love and 
prayer as you continue 
to remain in our hearts 
and minds since your 
tragic death on Jan. 5th, 
2001. 

Remembered always; 
Matthew, Kurt, Leanne 

and Christopher. 

DEATH NOTICES

DEATH NOTICES

669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR
BRAD MARTIN

Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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CURRAH, Florence
Passed away peacefully at Freeport Health 
Centre on December 15, 2005 in her 80th 
year. Cremation has taken place and 
donations can be made in her memory 
to Freeport Health Centre by contacting 
Dreisinger Funeral Home.

Local relatives, daughter Karen (Lyle) 
Binkley, grandchildren Becky (Luke) 
Brubacher and Josh Binkley, twin great-
granddaughters Katie and Hailey Bru-
bacher.

DENOMME, Robert
Passed away, peacefully, surrounded by 
his family, at St. Mary’s General Hospi-
tal, Kitchener, on Tuesday, December 27, 
2005, at the age of 41.

Local relatives are brother Richard De-
nomme and his wife Jennifer of Heidel-
berg.

FAULHAFER, Ina E.
Suddenly, on Saturday, December 31, 
2005, at St. Mary’s Hospital in Kitchener, 
Ins Ernestine Faulhafer of Wellesley.

FLETCHER, Art (Arthur W.)
After enjoying Christmas with family and 
friends in the traditional “Fletcher” way, 
he passed away at his home on Decem-
ber 27, 2005. 

KNIPFEL, Lorne W.
Peacefully on Wednesday, December 28, 
2005 at Leisureworld Care Centre, Elmira. 
Lorne Knipfel in his 92nd year of Elmira, 
formerly of Waterloo.

MARTIN, Nelson B.
On Monday, January 2, 2006 at his home, 
Nelson B. Martin, in his 65th year, of RR1, 
Waterloo.

McLEAN, Allen (Al)
Passed away Thursday, December 29, 
2005 at KW Health Centre, Kitchener, at 
the age of 76.

Local relatives are son Gary McLean and 
his wife Lucy of Bloomingdale.

SHANTZ, Aden M.
Peacefully, on Tuesday, January 3, 2006 at 
Chateau Gardens Assisted Living. Aden 
Shantz age 80 years of Elmira.
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FAMILY ALBUM

SAY IT IN
THE OBSERVER’S 
FAMILY ALBUM.



Rylan MacKenzie
Ernest Edwards

August 2, 2005
PARENTS: Mike & Krista
BIG BROTHER: William 

HOME: Elmira

Tyler Gerth
June 26, 2005

PARENTS: 
Trevor & Shawna Gerth

HOME: 
Drayton

Joshua Kyle 
Grieb

December 3, 2005
PARENTS: Jason & Brenda

BIG BROTHER: Noah
HOME: Waterloo

Cameron Kennedy Johnson
April 12, 2005

PARENTS: 
Jocelyn (nee Uhrig) & Shawn 

HOME: Elmira

Delaney Kathleen 
June Mooder

December 26, 2004
PARENTS: Doug & Tracey

HOME: Elmira

Jonathan David 
Thiessen

September 10, 2005
PARENTS: 

Peter & Kary Thiessen
HOME: Parker

Marissa Christine 
Wilson

March 12, 2005
PARENTS: 

Johnny & Mandy Wilson
HOME: Elmira

Paige Elizabeth Woods
September 24, 2005

PARENTS: 
Nathan & Deanne

HOME: 
Elmira

Sarah Rebeca 
Dawn McGuire
September 15, 2005

PARENTS: Matt & Rose
HOME: 
Elmira

Chantry Rose 
Denomme
May 31, 2005

PARENTS: 
Jennifer & Richard Denomme

HOME: Heidelberg

Kayla Marie Shantz
April 14, 2005

PARENTS: Brad & Wendy
SIBLINGS: Riley & Ryan

HOME: 
Elmira

VISIT OR SEND LINK TO FRIENDS & FAMILY FOR THE ONLINE GALLERY OF THE 2005 BABIES OF THE YEAR @ www.woolwichobserver.com

Michael Daniel 
MacDonald
June 28, 2005

PARENTS: 
Joe & Julie

HOME: Elmira

Brody Colin Martin
July 19, 2005

PARENTS: 
Colin & Kristy Martin

HOME: 
Elmira

Keenan Jerzey Martin
July 31, 2005

PARENTS: 
Shonda & Darrell Martin

HOME: 
RR#1 Waterloo

Nathan Sean Martin
PARENTS: 

April & Darren Martin
HOME: Ancaster, ON

Becca Simon Martin
October 5, 2005

PARENTS: Ryan & Natascha
SIBLINGS: Rachel & Cole

HOME: 
Elmira

Emma Faith Kaiser
March 18, 2005

PARENTS: 
Brad & Ingrid

HOME: Waterloo
Grandparents: Malcolm & 

Maggie Horner; Bruce & Grace Kaiser

We Love You Sweet Girl!

Caden Sean 
Carson Beacom

August 31, 2005
PARENTS: 

Sean & Kendra Beacom
HOME: Elmira

Kyla Bloch
April 17, 2005

PARENTS: 
Jeff & Denise Bloch

HOME: Elmira

Ayla Brubacher
February 23, 2005

PARENTS: 
Shawn & Rhonda Brubacher
(nee Ament) & Sister Mya 

HOME: Elmira

Katie & Hailey 
Brubacher
April 16, 2005

PARENTS: Luke & Becky
HOME: Elmira

Kelsey Beth 
Brubacher

March 13, 2005
PARENTS: 

Jeff & Danielle
HOME: Elmira

Kate Olivia 
Bauman

August 3, 2005
PARENTS: 

Steve & Dana Bauman
HOME: Elmira Grandparents: Lyle & Karen 

Binkley; Dennis & Sheri Brubacher

Isabella Syana 
Clemmer

December 4, 2005
PARENTS: 

Heather & Dean Clemmer
HOME: Elmira Grandparents: Darlene & Ron 

Uhrig; Bonnie & Jeff Morgan

Grandparents: Muriel & Oscar 
Martin; Jo-ann & Sean Hayes
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